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To fay [ Al baprized ]} and mean [l smbap-
tized Jor any [ ot as Baptrized | were not 14~
telligible "nor“candid, - 2. And the Burial Ru-
brick “excepting ‘the: unbaptized from that
Chriftian burial, fheweth the. meaning_of the
Chureh in‘this Artiele:” - ogafhs R
= Alfs about'thie ] #ndonbted certdinty | they
differ ; fome think that the fubferiber or Declarer.
 dothi #6¢ by thefeords, profefs-that he himfelf
is[undorbredly cerrain ] of the falvation of all.
dying Biiptized Infants ; ‘but only that the thing
is certainly revealed to_be fo in Gods Word . But’
« others fay, that both objetive and fabjetive (or.
perfonal) cértainty taftneeds be meant: And that
it wete too hard an * imputation ‘tofay" thar the”

Chiurcli commandeth wncereain, dowbring men to
profefs that the thing iscerrain and nndonbred of ;-
for ot ¢an they el that itis fo? And if they.
Know it ot to be!fo'why fhould' they declare it
to be (bt ‘The meaning ig'not [1 declare that the
Clrivocation [uith 5 is'certain 3] for that were but"

{

that

it il 'mean’ that [ Fam certain and aﬁ‘daﬂé't"
by % ' Word  of 'God ] ot [ I fee 4ﬁert4;’niﬂg[
cvldeios i Gods Wird patting it paft donbr.] SO
thus declaré or fubfEribe. |
281 Divers of thofe Divines who are furtheft
fromthe Nonconformifts,” bold that* by the
Scripture alone we cannot prove that {nfants are
afnalribbe Baptized'; and the gus Baptifmi mufk

N be
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Butothers 2y, this canriot be the fence: For 1.

thé imﬁ‘bfatryet‘dr ¥eader : Noris it [ declare
bk £ 15 certhin #0 forbets, thongh ot vo me. JEOE.
no-man Knoweth'anothers certainty '3 Therefore

& Py 3} B L e B Lo | = K
thidton" sicersain ‘or donbting perfon can truly
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be proved. before the [alvation of the Baptized i
as fuch: Orhers think it hard for that man t0 f.‘"sq
be cercainby the Word of ‘God that all Baprized [ Jlify
dying Infints are faved, who is not certain by ,:\l’sl\\
that word. that any Infans fhould be Bap- inl:\\yi“
tized, ; ouehti'(

9. Miny of the moft rafh or {elf-conceited, let&fi

= Ignorant men are readjer to. profefs [ wndonbred ﬁ%y;
Lertainty | than they that are more humble, and gh‘,bg
know mach more than. they.And it is not he that belz"ﬂ
Hath mott cortains who/ is now capable of the %Qnge
Miniftry, but he that dare profefs moft, whether i,
he have it or not. . ol A

. 10. They that thew lefs Learning, efpecially ty
lefs knowledge in the Scripture, far than many wh
that dare not profefs this undosbred certainty, are fth
not Like to be more certain then they in this fquy'i
particular Article of faith. - . ‘ 13} R
I1. Wetage' it for rrogance and Fanatl_qlfm : In}ﬁ-q

in the Pope and his Council to pretend Infallible ny
certainty by a peculiar priviledge, in thofe points Qh?-(
Ip which they are unftudyed and unlearned, as if L8
they knew chem by prophetical inﬁ)irangn. A_nd Ba}c
when young unftudyed men have in this point \
artained to an [[ xndoubred certainty ] which their :5‘9- |
wifer (eniors cannot attain, it behoveth thc_fm to "
convince us of the truth of their Infpiration or thp,
fpecial endowments, eicher by a proportionable. “02&%
€xcellency above us in other things, or by fome b
Miracles or Te(timonies from Heaven. .- . iy
T2. There is no one Word of God cited in the e
Rubrick which tells us that J¢ is certain by the, fiv?"ﬁ
Ward of God. ‘ ' hnhié
Ii. Among Chriftian Divines there are all Outab
thefe various opinions about the falvation ‘of G
Infants. 1: Some B
My
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‘1. Same hold that the Covenant being to fhc (
Jaitinful and their fzed, and their children being |
holy, all the children of fincere Chriftians are cer- ,
tainly in a ftate of falvation,being by the parents . \
'), Intentionally dedicated to God  before or With-
bt out Baptifm : And that Baptifm is but their (@
' lemninveftirure in that ftate which was theirs by
right before.. e
2. Orthers think that this right to falvation
; belongeth to the Children of all profefied
- Chriftians godly and ungodly,
% ©  3.0Others think that it belongeth to all Infants
in the world, :
4. Others think that it belongeth only to fin-
cere believers Children that are Baprized.
5. Others, that it belongeth to found and an-
found Chriftians baptized Infants.
.G Others thac it belongeth to all Baptized
Infants whof® foever.
7- Others hold that it belongeth alfo to the
Children of fincere Adoprers or Proprieters.
8. Others that it belongeth to fuch ‘as even
bad Chriftians adopt or own.
9. Others that they that have fincere Godfa-
thers, though not Proprieters. are faved, ,
: 10. Others that even #rfound or bypocritical
# Chriftian Godfachers, may fuffice to their falva-
b tion, -
11, Others that the Minifters or the Churches
Incere (or profeffed) Faith is hereto fufficient,
I2. And others think that only the E/et are
faved, of whom fome are baptized, and fome
unbaptized, but no man knoweth who they are,
Out of all thefe Opinions the Convocation hath
7 chOﬁ’-‘fI On€, as an Article of Faith of mndosbred -
o Cerrainty by the Word of God. 13, The
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13, The Nonconformifts know of no”.Word
~of God Which " aféertaineth  Satvarion to any
'known  determinate Infants, but the great Co-
venant of Grace, [ will be thy God, and the God

of thy feeds] which feed' God ufeth asif they
were parts of  the Parents,  Exdd. 34. 6, 7. and

fecond Commandment 31 And faith to Believers ‘

LEle were your children unclean; but now, &¢.

- 14. Many Divines Qay, ithat Faith it felf hath
uat evidence 5 (though we think that ic hathewi-
dence of the Truth of the Rewelarion, though the
thing revealed be not vifible or evidenr in it felf 3)
And more confefls that [#ndoubred certainty] 1

not Effential to the faving belief of Chrift, and of

alife to come : And that true Faith may be f2-
ving, though weak : And that Chrift filenced n0t
his Difciples when he reproved the weakncfs. 0

their Faich: And that to doubt of this ‘Article

about Infants is not {o dangerous as to: doubt -

of Chrift or Heaven, Blag [ 0
IX. All Minifters muft deny Baprifm to thof€
Infants that have no fuch Godfathers and’ God-
mothers as aforefaid, though their Parents be
true Chriftians, and offer them to Baprifin. For
this is the only order or form of Baptizing there
defcribed, 21l other is- forbidden, and we fub-
feribe to #fz uo other form sn.adminiftration of the
Sacraments. 2. Yet fome Conformifts fay, tharj
the Boak: bindeth them to.do thas, but not tO
omit it, and baptize no otherwife. But otherso
them fay, 1. That the Rubrick determineth that
[ for every child to be baptized, there jbqﬂ be thri;
as Godfathers and Godmotbers Jand thatthe who lc
Office refpecteth them as Parties, and fpeakafgc}

that
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that if Affenring to, Approving avd.Canfenting ra

this forms and Rubrick, and fubfcribing a Cove-
nantxo'ufe no avher form, fignifiemot thatwe will
taife o other,n0 words can 'bind: fuch equivocators.
_ 3. Inthe fenfe of the Liturgy,toput Infants from
- “Baptifm, is todeny them C/arzﬂe;iiiap;,meméﬂ:/kip

“ofiChraft, tobe chiliden of God ;iand wa be heirs of

Hegvi - For the Catechifim. ‘faith; thar 'we are

made fuch in Baptifm, ‘which wirh" the Rubrick

‘whichdenyerh them Chriftian” burial, and thac
laftrmentioned < which: efficméth- the. undonbred
Jalvation of the baptized, import a .denying {alva-

tion to all thar have not fuch Godfathers, with-

out Parents {ponfion: or av leafta denying thcm
[cervainty of ‘wndonbred falvation] iwhen it wasin
the power of the Convocation or Pricft to have
«given themfuch certainty. 4. The Conformifts
donot affirm (rhat we know of) that any word
“of 'God "doth inftitute or command the ufe of
fuch Godfarhers, or the foredefcribed exclufion
of the Parents, much lefs bSth: ~And leaft of all
that it maketh sthefe neceffary to Chriftendom
and Salvation, yea or Church-reception: But It
is ufed as a Tradition or Law of men, §. The
Noncornformifts ‘therefore - dare neither ‘Affent
to, Approve, Confent'to, Covenant, or Practice

the 'refufal “of ‘the Children of .true Chriftians .

from:Baptifin, the Church and Salvation, on fuch
‘acaufe as this. © 6. The ‘Anabaptifts hence are
hardened, and fay, that if Infants‘may be denied
Baptifin, til) they have fuch Godfathers as God
mever: inftituted they have no right to jratall,
- and ‘they may deny it ‘them till 'we prove

‘God’s  infticution ' of Godfathers;  efpecially.

‘where “their - title is Jaid - vpon-fuch Godfa-
thers,
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thers. 9. Some fay that J is not the Minifter
thas refufeth them, byt the Church which maketh
the Law: Butothers fay, that it is both the
Lawmakers, and the AZiiffer, unlefs we could
prove that Baptizing and judging whom to Bap-
tize 1s none of .the Minifters office, no nor the
Bifhops ; but that the Prieft is to baptize all, and
only fuch as the Law or Convocation bids him
baptize, as a meer executioner, and the Bithop
alfo fuch as he' is appointed by the fame Law.
Thar elfe the fame Rule would hold for his
Preaching, Praying, &c.

X. The like proofs (which we need notre-
peat) will thew, that no Minifter muft baptize
any perfon, Infant or Adult,without the tranfierit

Image of a Crofs, and that to this we muftaf~ -

fent and confent, - and fubfcribe to baptize inno
other form.

2. And the fame reafons aforegiven thew how
great a penalty this is, as excluding them from
Chriftendom and Salvation in the Churches
Judgment, or from certainty at leaft.

- 3..Some Conformifts fay here alfo, that they
aflent only to baptize with the Crofs, but not t0
baptize no otherwife : But others of them re-
prove this expofition from the Rubrick, and ght
aforecited Canonical Subfcription, as that which

would leave the Prieft at liberty to do almoft -

what he lift, when the Church thinks that. they

have obliged him, and his Subfcriptionhath fe-
cured his Obedience. .

‘4. And fome of them fay, that it is not the
Prieft that refufeth them, for he would Baptize
them ( with the Crofs ) if the parenc fent the

Child or the Adptr perfon cams. But we ne}i?ﬁ 5
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 firive about the word : The thing we are agreed
of, viz. That the Prieft confenteth not to Bap-
tize them, who dare not receive ic wich the nfe
ofthe Crofs: Whether this be to be called a
rejecting them, or denying them Baprifin, unlefs
they will be o crofled, we need nor call for
€xtraordinaty accuratenefs to judge. ‘

§. No Conformifts do pretend thart this ufe of
this Image of the Crofs, is of divine infticution :
Butall confefs that Baprifmis of divine inftitu tion;
and chat Chrift hath Commanded Marh. 28. 5 9.
20. That they that are difeipled fbonid be Bap-
zized; and that one may be a difciple of Chrift;
without the Image of the Crof : /

6. Some of the Nonconformifts hold their ufe
of the Crofs it {elf here unlawful : But others
that would venture to ufe it rather than be
filenced, yet fear the guilt of-denying Baprifin,
Chriftendonz and certain Jalvarion ( as the Churcli
Jndgeth ) to all . that dare’ not receive i,
or prefent their Children to receive it; believing
that murdering natural life is a lefs hure thao
undoing fouls, = ; 4 :

7. But Commziz:ing by deliberaie [ubforiprion
and declaration to do it, how oft focvér,~ they
fear more than the actual doing of ic rarely ; not
daring to do their part to damn the Children of
all that are againft Baptizing with the Crofs, nox
all theunbaptized adult that are of that opigion,

XI. And asthey fear rejecting fuch as will
not be o Croft,from Baptifm: (o they much fear
the Englifh uf: of the Crofs themfelves ; and char
much more than Crofling our felves on ordinary
occafions, or ferring up Croffes on our doors o
GhurChﬁs or by the high waics; and yet mach

‘ N : woTe,
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More than they fear fuch ufing of the Crofs as

-f.ﬁ'yg;:ﬂz:ne de Civ. Dej, and other ancients men-

tion, as an open Indication to Heathens that WE,

are not afhamed of a Crucified Chrift : Much
lefs are they againft civil ufes of 2 Crofs.

2. The name [ Sacramenr ] fignifying primarily
any folemnization of a Covenant by Oath and
Cercmon]( as the [acrament unz militare among
the 'Romans ) efpecially a Covenant Wwhich
engageth one in a new relation, and more largely
any facred wyftical Ceremony, the queftion here is
whetber the Crofs be not made ( not only a facrar

et i« larger [enfe, as ordination and. MasTi™ .

mozy may be called facraments)but evena facra-
wmpent of the Covenant ¢f grace, Ot fo wery nesT. 1t a8
to have the greateft part of that l,':icra'mffmat
nature. ; S

3. The Church Catechifm defineth a Divine
* facrament thus, ( 4n omward and wvifible
€ fon of an inward and [pivitnal grace guwen 10 45
‘< orddined by Chri [ himfelf as « means wbcrclé] we
 pecoivethe fame, anda pledge to. affnre us there=
< of R
;;" That it be ordained by Chiift himfelfis nOE
effential 1o a facrament n geucrt, but to a facra-
ment of Gods making in [pecic aS. djftimﬂ: "t‘"rom
one thars made by man; as IS evident in the
reafon of the name.

5. The true nature of this Croffing is known
by the Litorgy, 2. And the Canon. 1. The
Liturgy appointeth it to be ufed at Bapt:fin, not
asa parz of our Bapti(m, bur as a g zza.’df’f},-
immediately; after vhe words [ [ Baprize 1hec
. ] even in our Covenanting with God : 2.
It thus deferibeth and appointethin, { we r‘t_'f?;‘-’

; his
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e 1‘5” Child into the Congregation of Chrifts flock;

€< (bere the Prieft fball neake a Crofs #pos the
forehead ) aud do fign bim with the fign of the
 Crofs, in token that hereafrer he fhall not bz
= afbamed to confefs the faith of Chrift Crucified,
 and ‘mdnfﬂll] ro fight under bis bauner, againft
€ fin, the world and the devil: and ro Continne

s Chrafts faithful fervant and forldier wiito bis lives

€ end; Amen. T

2. The Rubrick towhich we Affent and Con-
tent, referveth us to the 3oth Canon, as giving
us the tyue explication - thereof y - and rhe jajt

* veafons, ¢, The Canon faith [Chriftians figued =

““ their Children rherewith whenthey wereChirltued,
“to dedicarc them by thar badge to hisfervice,
< whofe benefits biffowed. o thew  in Baprifus the
_‘:.-name.gf the Crofs did reprefent. | The Church
€ of fﬂglﬂy’d accounteth ir a' lmwful ontward
¢ Ceremony, and honomrable badge, whereby phe I~
€ fant is dedicated to the fervice of bim thise dyed
¥ Prayer it may appear, ‘
3. The L;’”rgﬂ”,’-PWfacé of Ceremonies [iith

“on the Crofs, us by the words ufed in the Comsion

[ that they ferve toa godly. difiipline; and are

fotch as be apr to fHir wp the dull mind of may, to
< the remembrance of his duty to God by foms
€ wotable and [pecial figinfication, wierehy he mighs
Che L’diﬁe,;{.'] SR ALY
4 We fuppofe that here 1. The fign is thea
tranficst Image of the Crofs #fed in Gods firvise,
2~ The particalar fervice in which ic s ufed,
+ 18008 Buprifmal Covenanting with God » 1. The

thing fignificd by the fign'it f+If is the-Craﬁ,- :

and paflion of Chrift. 4. The thing fignified by

the Receiving of i is, that we doas Covenanters:

N Z : prafef}
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Profefs and oblige onr felves not to be 4ﬂmmedt'0
Confefs the faith of Chrift Crucified, and manfully to
Jight wunder his banner againft fin, the world and
the Devilyand ta continye Chrifts fasthful fervants
and fouldsers to onr lives end, And that by #his we

* are dedicared to God ; And that we take it as

an honourable badge hereof, 5. Note that the
Minifter fpeaketh as Gods Officer from him, and
doth not reprefent the Child, nor fpeak as i b:s
name ;5 that being the part afligned to the God-
fathers 5 And the thing fignitied by him in his
ufing this fign is, that he doth as Chrifts Minifter
dedicate bim by this fign, to the [ervice of him that

dyed on the Crofs, the name whereof: re]zre[em; the.

benefirs beftowed on bime in Baptifm, ( which are
all the benefits of that Coyenant) and to oblige

. him to this end, not to be afbamed 10 confef: the

faith of Chrift Crucified, and manfully to fight
under bis banner (as aforefaid;) And  that this
be a badge or fymbol of his Chriftian profeffion.

5.The grear fear of the Nonconformifts is, left

this be a fecond facrament of the Covenantof

grace made by man added to Baptifm, or at
leaft have moft of the nature and ufes of it ; AN
1eﬁ Chrift will take it as an invafion of his
prerogative fo to ufe it, and to make a new
badge or [ymbol of our Chriftianity ; 4s the King
would take it ill of one that would without him,

~make a badge or fymbol for his fubjectsas fub-

je@s, or of the order. of the Knights of the
Garter as fuch. =~ And the rather, becaunfe 1t 18
the #/s of an Image, (though tranfient ) in Gods

Vior[Lip, and to (uch high ends.
XIl. The Rubrick which we muft Affen,
Approve and confent to, faitb, that [ There fhalt
n 1

v i o
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tione be “admitted to the holy Communion, till fuch

timeashe be confirmed, or be ready and defirons

20 be confirmed, 7 that is, In the manner prefcribed
by thﬁ Liturgy. This, asit concerneth the Con-
formity of the Lay-receiver, is {poken of before.

Butnow as it concerneth'the Minifters Affent and
- Confent. 2; Some that take this for a very ufe~

ful paffage, as it enableth them to hold back
fome uncapable perfons, dare not approve ir, and
confent to it, as it denieth the Church Commu-

nion which Chrift giverd & commanderh, to per- .
fons of unblemifhed uprightne(s and piety,if they

will not profefs themfelves willing to be confirmed
7y oxr Bifbopsiin the manner before defcribed ;
though they are willing to, own their Baptifmal
Covenant; and few in moft places are confirmed.

XIII. The Liturgy faith, that [No man fould
come ta the fpoly Commmunion but with a fill truff in
God’s mercy, and a quict Confrience.] To which
we muft declare Afenr, Appprobarion and Con-
ent, Y ] i :
2. The fenfe of thefe words remaineth dubi-
ous, whether it {peak Je neceffitate pragepri, vel
medii: Some think that the meaning Xt’hat it
is the Duty of all that come to the Communion,
to have a full truft, and a quiet Confcience : O-
thers thiok that the meaning is only, that all
fhould feek rhefe: Others think that the meaning

- s, that they fbould not come withont them.. Their
reafons are, 1, From the plain fignification of the

Words : [ No man fhosld come but with e, Jwhich
muft differ from[ They that come ongh to be fuch]
2. Becaufe the neceffizas pracepri may be affirm-

-edof perfeét obedience fince our ufe of reafon = Tc

Is every mans duty not to finarall: And jt is
: N3 every
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every mans duty to believe,and loveGod,not of-
ly fincerely but with a firopger Faith and Love s
and its every mans duty to feck after perfection:
And yet no man will fay that we {hould not
come to the Communion, but with high degrees
of grace, or with perfection, 3. 'And the words
are not that they fhexld feck it, but that they
fhould not come withoutit, sorfls
3. The Nonconformifts confefs tharall men
ought to-have 4 full Truft,and a quict Confcience:
But they think that many 1000 good Chiriftians
have but 4 weak Faith or Truft, and amunguict.
Confcience © And that the Eucharift is a Confirm-
ing and Comsforting Sacrament, and that thofe that
bave a weak Traft, and ungaics Confeiente,: thould
come for firengthening and comfort, and be €n=
couraged.to comeds Mvii st U HNATN ;
4. Therefore {eeing no entreaty- will prevail
wicth the Impofers after {fo many years time to
explain thefe, and mapy, other fuch:words, they
think that the ufnal fenfe of fuch words muft be
the meafure of their expofition ;- and therefore
they dage not profe(s Affent, and Approbation,
and C(gnt, till they are better explined to
them, :
X1V. The Liturgy requireth that the Prieft
deliver the Commuzunion to tie people into their
hands, All meekly kneeling. PR

2. The 27th. Canon faith, [No Minifeer foal

wittingly admimifter rhe fame to any, but 1o fuch as

kuecl ander pain of [#(penfion. Gl

3. The C;)anoré]i'icts dfiﬁ"er among themfelves
about the fenfe of the Liturgy herein, viz., whe-
ther [ 4/ kueeling] include a prohibition to de-
liver it to any that kneel not : fome fay Vo: th{::

e
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it only'bids them give it to fuch as knéel, but not
to deny it others, though the Canon do. Others
fay, yea that ic requireth us to give it t0 N0
others.  Their reafons are 1. Becaufe elfe the
precept fignified nothing, if men were afrer it
left at liberey. 2. Becanfe [2/] plainly exclud-
‘eth others. 3. Becaufe the Canon being the de-
crees of the fame Church; expoundeth the Li-
‘turgy ; and it is abfurd to fay that their Rubrick
leaveth the Minifter at Liberty to do that famg
thing for which the Canon fufpendeth him.4.Be-
‘caufe we muft alfo fubferibe rhar we wiil afe no

targy 5 which Reafons we judge to be cogent,

. 4. The Nonconformifts diifer among  them-
felves about kneeling ; fome taking it to be fin-
fully fcandalous on the reafons before given ; and
fome taking it for lawful. But they commonly
hold ‘that it is finfull, crueley and Schifm for
themas Minifters to-caft any true Chriftians out
of Chrif’s Church and Communion  ef Saints;
and to:deny them the body and blood of Chrift,
which hé hath ‘'commanded his Church to deli-
ver and receive, on {o {inall a reafon as this ot
kpeeling » 1. Confidering the three reafons which
are before mentioned as the canfe of their
doubt, 2. And that the Holy Gholt Rom. 14.

with, and receive each other, notwichftanding
fuch Kind ‘of differences :+ 3. And that good mens

power : 4. And that to tie Communion to fuch
doubtful Circumfrances will certainly caufe

Chrift’s Churches through the world. ¢, And

ath:rfarm’, of adminiffration, bt that of the Li-

‘commandeth both Paftors and People to bear.
judgments in fuch cafes are not in their own

Schifm; and fuch doings have long diftracted -
N 4 ~ Chrift

ey
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Chrift hath commanded all his true Difciples to
live in loving concord and communion: But
kneelers and not kneelers are his true Difciples :
6. And men muft not be caft out of the Churches
Communion even for grofs and heinous fins,
unlefs they add obftinate impenitency. There-
fore they dare not Affent, Approve, Confent to,
or Practice, thig rejecting of godly Chriftians for
not kneeling in the act: cf receiving, from thofe
priviledges which Chrig by his teftamenc hath
given them. ’ : :

XV."By the Licurgy cvery Parifbioner is tO
Comminicatt twice & year, and by the Canon and
ftatute to be compelled fo to do: and the
Churchwarden to prefent them that do nor.And
thofe that+do not-in a certain time, are to be
.EXCO/J/LI’UNIC.ATED, and after Jaid In
Gaol during life, unlefs they conform. To the
Liturgies Impofition we muft profefs Affent, &e.
2. Not every Parifhioner (yea in our expe-
rience not one of many) hath a full truftin Cgodg
Lercy, and a guier Confcience., WlthQUt ot
which theyare not to come, o

3. Many good Chriftians have fo great a fen 3
of their fins and unworthinefs, that they dare not
communicate till they are ficter: And fome’ a‘lfC‘
1o timerous and melancholy, that hearing 616
Liturgy threaten men to be given up o the Cl’f
vil, and eat and drink. cheir own danlna“%“.:ve
they eat and drink unworthily, it would dri

“1hem by fear into diftraction thould they t]akz:ntci
~ till they bave betrer thoughts of their title

preparations ; {o thar their dilemma is f'tald,whr:ln,
they are either to go to Bedlam, or tothe com-

mon Gaol, T
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4.To fay that all thefe doubting and timerous
people fhold be otherwife minded, and that this
s thesr crrour, is true, but as impertinent; as 1t 1S
to tellall men that they fhould never finor all

_receive the facrament, becaufe they oxght to be
Prepared, though they are not prepared, is fome-
what like telling the fick that they thould work
and eat;as.they ought to have done if by intem-
perance they had not difabled themfelves. :
5. There are many among us who are con-
fcious of Infidelity, Atheilim, Sadduceifm and
Herefie, ‘and fome of many fecret héinous fins:
fome of thefe in their hearts deride Chriftianity
and the facrament ; And the other.are afraid of
increafing their damnation : But yet do not make
known their {in : Butitis notorious that abun-
dance of fuch there be : And the donbt is whe-
ther thefe thould be com pelled to the facrament
thrice a year, %
6. The Nonconformifts hold, that to delivera
man, rhatfacrament, is to deliver him the body

don of fin, and guift of life eternal; And they
think that the terms on which thefe are to be
received, are [wholly devoting onr [elves to Chrift,
denying all, and taking up our Crofs and followsng
hims.. And - therefore thar tofay [ Receive the
Jacrament,or lie in a Gaol] feemeth much to alter
~ the terms of the Gofpel, which faith [ Zf thox

- canft nor J#ffer aGaol for Chrift,thou art unworthy
of kim. Itis he that can. forfake all for Chrift,
that is fit for the facrament, aud not he that

would not Communicate without the fear ofa
‘ e prifon

ignorant carnall ungodly men that they fhould be
Wife and godly: But to conclude that men fhould -

and blood:of Chrift, -and therewith a fealed par- -
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prifon or other punithmant, To give the facra-
meant, is to give more than all the riches of the
world, whichnone but volunteers and defirers
are fit for , ' i

7. The ancient Churches made delinguents

long beg for fuch great priviledges and gifts,
knowing that to give them to thofe that are
unwilling, is to fubvert the Gofpel. Bat they
never {aid [ Rceive them or go to Gaol.] '

~8. Were it but granted in Englend that the
great gift of Chrifts body and blood, and holy Com-
munion fhorld b: adminiftred and received ffffl)’,
that is, only given by and ro woluntary agents an
receivers, it would heal almoft all the Englifl
differences, between Epifcopal,Presbyterians and
Independents. -

9. Yet the Nonconformifts are not agiintt
the encouraging of Communicants by f‘p@ClaI
favours, nor the prudent compelling of Ignorant
men to hsar the trath, sor the hindering Of
pernicious herefies moderately. Bur the forefaid
compulfion of all Parifhioners they dare not
Approve. o ;
~ XVI. The Minifteraccording to the Litargy is
himfelfro give the Encharift to'many , to whom
the Nonconformifts dare not give it : For they

muft give it thrice a year to all the Parifhioners,

except fuch as are proved ( to him that hath
no power to examine them or witnefles) to be
in malice towards others, or to be in any {can-
dalous fin, and ‘thac but for that time, till'they
are accufed and acquit, or ftill permitted, viz.
1. They muf give it tomany thatconfens #ot £
be any part’ of their charge, NOT take them for
their” Paftorsbur bid them deny them the Saclrean-t

n %
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. mentif they dare, though they confent not to
the relation. 2, They muft give it to multitudes

of Chriftianity or the Sacrament, nor will ccme

perfonal knowledge,they know them to be fuch,
yet withont proof (nor we think with proof)
they ' cannot refufe them. 3. It is known that
Infidels and deriders of Scripture and mans
Immortal ftate, do {warm more amoerg uvs. And
- yet they muft all Communicate till'we can bring
procf-ofit againft particular perfons: When few
men that report it - will accufe their neighbours
and ‘prove the ' accufaticn for fear of their
difpleafure : 4. We muft give ir toall the ungedly
that are difmift by a Lay-Chancellcur after
- accufation, 5, We muft give it to all that are
unwilling to_receivé it, fobeir they had rather
take it than lie in a Gaocl and be undone, 3. On
thefe terms the Nonconformifts dare not Aflent,
Confent toand Appreve the giving of it as is
prefcribed. 4. It is confefled that compelled
Receiving is not cemmanded by Chrift, nor was
‘ufed by the Church,: for many bundred years,
even after Emyperours were Chriftians.
~ XVIL. The Liturgy requireth Minifters at Bu-
- tial, to ufe thefe words, importing the falvation
of the perfon : [Forafmuch as it harh pleafed Al-
mighty God of bis great mercy,to take ro himfelf the
forsl of our dear Brother here deparred] And [ We
Live thee kearty thanks for that it hath pleafed thee
to deliver this onr Brother ent of 1ke muferies of

ont hape is 1)ss onr Brother ‘doth.]

of

*

of the grofly 1gnor ant,who know not the effentials

‘t0 them to be tavght : When by fame, yea or

this ﬁnﬁ:l werld] And [That we may veft in bim as

2. the Conformifts are not agreed of the fenfe
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of thefe words : One fort of them fay, that all
thefe words import not the falvation of the per-
fon: But the reft-have more ingenuity, and con-
fefs that elfe the words are not intelligible, and
that fuch equivocation is not tolerable. :

. 3. Some ofthem fay that thefe paflages are
good,fuppofing Diftipline well exercifed ; which
if iz be not,it is not the fault of the Liturgy. But
others confider that 1. We know that Difcipline
is not fo exercifed as they fuppofe : 2. And that

- thefe paffages are not to be approved and ufed
whether Difcipline be fo exercifed or not: The
meaning is not [/ approve of this where Difeipline
2 well exercifed. | 3. It is known thar the Bifhops
will not have every Pricft to be Judge.

4+ The Canon ( which is the work of the
fame Church) thus expoundeth the Churches
meaning ; Can. x4. [ AL Minifters [oall obferve
the Orders, Rites and Ceremones prefcribed in the

Baok of Common-Prayer, as well in reading the ho=-

by Scriptures, and [aying of Prayers, as in admini-
firation of the Sacraments, without either dimi=
#ifbing in regard of Preaching, or. in any other re=
Jpett; or adding any thing wn the matter or forez
thereof.] (This alfo concerneth moft of the cafes
before inftanced in, as Expofitions of the
- Churches meaning. ' ,

5. And Can. 65 its fiid [ Vo Mizifter frall
7efufe or delay te bury any Corps that zx.érong_/at-—"
in fuch manner and form as is prefribed in the
Book of Common-Prayer: And if he fhall refufe
---to bury fuch, except the party deceafed were
denonnsed. ,cxcommmnicated Majori Excommuni=
Catione, for fome grz'ewﬂ.r and notorions crime,and

#0 man able to teftifie’ of his repentance, he fhall be .
‘ ju_l[pended by the Bifhop, 6, The
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&. The new Edition of the Liturgy increafeth
the exceptions thus[7%e Office enfuing is not be
#fed for any that dic unbaptized, er excommuni=
- cate,or that have laid violent hands on themfelves.]

7. Note 1. That many children of good Chri-
ftians by furprize die unbaptized : 2. Many god=
ly fober perfons are excommunicared for fome
point of Nonconformity : 3. Some upright
Chriftians in phrenfies, melancholies and diftra-
¢tions: make away themfelves.

8. Note, That Atheifis , Infidels, Sadduces,
Blafphemers, ‘Whoremongers, &c. {warm now
among us, and we rarcly hear of any one of
thefe multitudes that are excommunicated 3 {0
that they are not excepred. ’ ;

i 9. It cannot be denyed, that exceptio firmac
regulam in non excepris : {0 thatno other muft’
be excepted.
§ 10, It isknown that all Englard confifts of all
g the Individuals,and all the peopleare all England.
¢ 11, We commonly Preach that without Faitli
and Holinefs none fhall fee God; and that
#4 Whoremongers, Drunkards, &c.' canpot enter
4 1nto the Kingdom of Heaven,
12, Therefore either we confent to pronounce
4 almoft all fuch to be faved (at a time when'our
words take the deepeft impreflion,) or elfe more
1 €xceprions muft be made, ‘ ;
/13, Some fay thatr the Excommanicable are
included inthe Excommunicared; But the Canon
and the exprefs words of the Liturgy, and the
14 Churches abhorrence that the Prieft fhall be

§ Judge, do fo notorioufly confute this bold af-
v, fertion, ‘that by fuch firetches almoft any thing
gy may be faid or fworn, and it fhall not be known

i by authiority,when,or how far any Subject is ob-
liged by Cevenants or Oaths, XVILLThe
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XVIL The Liturgy requireth [ thar [uch
ornamenisof the Church and of the Minsflers there-
ofat all ¢ imes of their Miniftration, fhall be re-
casned and in ufz as were in this Church of England
by the anthority of Parliament in the 2d, Year of
£d. 6. !
2. The Ganon of the fame Church expoundetht
theic meaning cap. 8. Thus [ cvery Minifter

faying the publich prayers or. Miniftring tie Sacra-

mIntS or other vites of the Churchy [hall wear 4
decent and comsely Surplice &e, :

3. We fuppofe in the 2d. of King Ed. 6.
The Cope,. Alb and other vefiments were in ufe,
which {feem forbidden by the Common-Prayer
Book in the s5th. and 6th. of Ed. 6. "

4. The Conformifts agree not of the fenfe of
this Rubrick, 1. Whether all thefe are hereby
reduced or not. 2. Whether it forbid all Mini-
ters to officiate without a Surplice,or onlyCom-
mand the ufe ofit, ‘without an implyed penalty:
But the words, and the forecited Canons thew
that the Church intended an exclufion of all that
will notufe it: “And we mutt fubfcribe to admi-
nifter in no other form.

5. The Nonconformifts differ about the Sur-
plice; fonie taking it to be Lawful, and others
to be unlawful: But they Commonly hold that
Preaching Ghrifts Gofpel is commanded by Gods
and that Minifters by their ordination are obhged
to.do the work of that Office; and that Surplices
arenor commanded by God ; and thereforg, lfi‘-_
man miftakingly ‘thould take the ufe of the
Sarplice to be finful, he fhould not therefore b€

+ ejefted and filznced : And therefore they dare not

declare Approbation and Confent to theRubrlC?
0

B, T ‘
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or fubfcribed form in the Canon which implyeth
this refiraint, ’.
X1X. The Damnatory fentences in the Creed
called Athanafiuss,are to be Aflented, Approved
and Confented to. e
2. If they referred but to the Doclrine of the
Trinity,and ot to the particulars of that explica-
tion,it weuld not be excepted againft: But {fome
R, Reverend Conformifts do profefs that thofe
{entences are smtrne, and not to be approved.
5. RBut fuch think that the Churches mean-
Ing is not to require us to «ffent or<ipprove thezm
as true,but only to Corfent to zfe them: Ard they
prove it,becaufe the fame Church requireth us to
Read the Books of Zobit,&c. which have palpa-
ble untruths,and not to believe them to be true.
4. But that reafen feemeth null and vain;
1, Becaufe the pecripha is no part of the Book
to whichwe muft Profefs Aflent, Approbation
and Confent,nor to which by the Canon we muft
ex animo fubfcribe, that there 7 rorkirg in it
Creed, with thofe dzmnatory {¢ntences are pare
of that Book. 1Indeed the Liturgy requireth us
to read thofe Apocryphal untruths, but they are
-no part Of the Beok: 2. And it beirg not the
fenfe of the Liturgy, 'but ofa Stature of Parlia-
ment, which we here dcubr of] it feemeth in-
fufficient, if not impertirent, o tell us what is
-taken for the fenfe of 74e Charch ; for the deubr
18 Wikat is the (i fe «f the Parlicanerr, which we
- €an ro otherwife krew butly the plain werds,
tll they will otherwife declare their meining,

7 {fcme Revererd Biflops call Lies (abcut the
: Angel’s

e -

. Contrary to the Vicrd of Gud. But erkm:aﬁm’s ‘

§. Ard indeed if tke peffiges in Tebir, which |
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Angel’s faying ‘that he was the Son of Ananins;
of the Tribe of Nuaprhals, and the fithes driving
away all Devils, that they fhall never return)
were but to be read, we know not how to ap-
prove of that Law, Calendar or Rubrick, that
commandeth fuch reading of them. But yet that
is much lefs than the Afent required to Atha-
nafins’s Creed; which yer we take (fave thofe
damnatory fentences) to be the beft explication
of the Myftery of the facred Trinity, which ip
fo fhort a fumme is extant in the Charch.
- XX. The Liturgy faith’ [ 44 Priefts and Dea
cons are to [ay daily the Morning and Evening
Prayer | esther ])’/iwztc’l] or openly, not being Let b)’
Jicknefs, or [ome other nrgent canfe. And the Cn-
vare that miniftreth in every Parifb-Churclr o7
Chapel, being at home, and not being otherwife rea-
fonably hindred, fhall [ay the fame in the Parifi-
Chnrch or Chapel where he miniftreth, &c. ]
2. The Conformifts agree not of the fenfe of
this; fome think that the ordinary incommodi-
ties of fuch a commanded ufe, may pafs as thofe
hinderances ot nrgent canfes mentioned in the ex-
ceptions : But the more plain and ingenuous
dealers hold, that the #rgent canfes and hinde=
rances here mentioned, muft be fomewhat ¢x=
traordinary, and not any thing which is the nfual
cafe of moft Minifters, :
3. Cathedrals and fome other Churches have
many Priefts and Deacons of whom one only
can daily officiate in publick. And many arc
Chaplains in fuch mens houfes as will have other
free prayers ufed. And ‘moft Minifters have
~great and neceflary work to do, which mufta!

be left undone, while the Gommon-Prayer 4

a1Q
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faid over by them twice a day. They have Ser
Mons-to ftudy, -many Books ro read, that they
may be farnithed wich neceflary knowledge for
their work ; They have abundance of ignorant
parithioners to inftruc, exhort or comfores They
have the fick to vific , the dead to bury, the
YAcraments to adminifter, families to govern,
Inftract<and provide for. And many find' free
Prayer from the immediate fenfe of their cafe
and wants, to be {o profitable to them thar they
‘cannot {pare it : All which and more require the
the firicteft improvement of every minute of
their time : Andif the Liturgy be read over by
every Prieft and Deacon twice a day, it is cer-
tain that much of thefe aforefaid muit be omitted,
And it isa great part of our Chriftian duty,
when two good things come together, to choofe
that which bic ¢ nunc is the greater ; to choofe
the lefer then being a fin, R
4. Therefore the Nonconformifts dare not
Affent, Approve and Confent to the tying of
every Prieft and Deacon ordinarily to reid over ;
the Liturgy twice every day. And they are the
more averfe to fuch Approbation by feeing fo
very few Conformifts, Comparatively to practice
this themfelves ; which theweth that they take
it to'be unlawful feeing it s their judgement
that our Rulers muft be obeved in all things
which are lawful to be fo doné. And if they that
make fuch declarations of Approbation think it
unlawfyl ordinarily to keep them, we may
doubt whether it be lawful fo to make them, as
Is required of us. ; ? A
5. If.God ask us why we did not reach our
famidies, vifit the fick, inftruct ignorant neigh-
: bours
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bours, ftudy better for to difcharge our Mini-
{terial work,that we might be men of knowledge,
and fuch Tike, the doubr is whether it will pafs
fora good anfwer to fay, we had not time,
becaufe we muft twice a day read the Common-
Prayer.

XXT. Aflenting, Approving and Confenting t0
{,ZZ things, even to all forms, orders, &¢. incla-
deth the order of the Lunigy. Two Rules of the
order of Prager are commonly acknowledged
1. The nature and “order of the marter to be ex~
prefied, 2. The Lords Prayer as a dire@ory de-
livered by Clirift. : ' ;

2. The Noncenformifts that think thatfor the
main there is nothing but good contained in moft
of the Prayers of the Liturgy ; yet think that
they are greatly difirdered and defeétive ; neither
formed according to the order of matter, not of
the Lords Prayer but like an immethodical Ser-
mon , which is unfuitable to ,the bigh fubje(ts
and henourable work of holy worthip.

3. They have ofc offered, whenever it will be
well taken, to give in sCatalogue of the diforders
and defeéts of the Liturgy : Which ver they
think it lawful te ufe, in obedience, or for ##i]s
or when no betrer may be ufed : But not tO
approve of {uch a‘/fo"rdersi as we do not approve
of the fuilings of any of our own duties, thought
we are d.ily, guiley of them unwillinglv, 4

XXIL The Preface to the Book of Ordination
faith, that '[°€ It is evident to ull men diligently
‘¢ veading holy Scriptures and ancent Anthors, that
€ froms the Apoftles time there have been t/_fef"
““ORDERS in. ChrifF’s Clurch. Biflops, Priefts
“and Deacois, as Jeveral OFFICES 5 Wh:;l;




(1957 ;

Yo this all muft Affent and Confent.

- 2. Some of us are confcious thar we have di=
Ligently read the holy Scriptures and ancient Au-
‘thors, and yet three QRDERS and OFFICES
_are not evident to us. 4 o
3. We have great reafon to believe that Cal-
Win, Beza, and many more Reformers, 5londell,
Salmatius, Robert Parker, Gerforms, Bucer, Calder-

worth, and mulritudes of fuch Proteftants, did di-
ligently read both Scriprures and Ancients: As
-alfo Dr, Stillingfleet, Bifhop Edw. Reynolds, and
many fuch, who thought that Scripture inftitu-

~Armachanus, and many other Papifts, who think
that Bifhops and Priefts do not differ ordsze, but
gradu, which the R.Reverend Archbithop Tfker
. ordinarily profefled : We cannot aflert that none
&  of thefe diligently read Scriprure or ancient
- Authors, : : :
4. But efpecially when we find that even the
ancient Church of England was of another mind,
as is legible in the Ginons of e£Elfrick. to Waul-
fine |‘n.Spe1m4n‘, pag.s73. §76. which conclude
that (in the old large fenfe) there were 6ar feven
“Ecclefiaftical Orders or Degrees, and that the Bi-

plwris intereft inter Miffalens Presbyterum & E-.
pifcoptm, Guam quod Epifcopsus contitutns [t ad
ordinationes conferendas, & ad vifitandnm [en ina
[piciendym curandumque ea qia ad Deum perti-

Presbyter phoc  idems  facerer, Ambo  figuidem
ONCUM “tenens EVNDEMYUE "ORDI-

are repeated oft in the Collects a¢ Ordination ;-

wood, Cartwright, folm Reynolds, Ames, Ainf=

- ted no particular forms of Government : As alfo”

Jbops and Presbyters are not two, but one : Hand

- nent, guod wimia credevetur multituding [i omnis

02  NEM
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NEM, guamvis dignior fit illa pars Epifcopi.]
18. Nun ¢ft alivs ORDO  conftitutns in Eccle-
Jiafticis Mnifteriis, Ge. - Er Leg. Canutiyp. 551
Paftores vocamus Epifcopos & Sacerdotes, qnornms

Partes [unt ernditione argue doétrina gregenz Do-,

mini [pecalari ac defendere, &c.
_S- And.Dr. Stillingfleet hath proved by fuffi-
cientevidence, that the fame was the judgment

-of Archbithop Cranmer_ and other Reformers of

the Church of Eugland.” Acd it is the judgent
of fome of our Bifhops and Confoermifts now.
which we fpeak not to thew which fide we
think to be in the right; bue thar the ftate of
the queition is, Whether we can affent to this as
vrite; and approve and confent that it be ufed, as 18’
appointed, [ That it’s evident ta all men diligently
reading, &c, that de faclo there were threet OR~
DERS and Offices from the 4poftles times.
XXIII, The ordering of Priefts requireth the
Bithop to'fpeak to the people at the Ordination
of Priefts, calling them [to comse forsh in the name
of God, and [hew whar crime or impediment they
kiow in the perfons to be ordained, o] Inimita-
tion of the ancient Churches, when the Congre-
gation over which they were fet, had their voice
in his election or reception. s R
2. The doubtis, whether fuch a folemn invi-

tation, as in God’s name, be not t00 wain to be

Affented, and Approved, and Confented. £o,, inid .
Church, where the people over whom he is fer,
never ufe o be prefert, nor invited to it, NOT
have any notice of ir, or any call to meddle
therein; being ufually many miles, and often
many fcore miles diftant ; nor any otherpeople.
called to that work ; and rarcly any p eﬁ)p];‘
ther
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thete that have any knowledge of the man and |
his converfation. :

XXIV. The Ordaining of Priefts, and the Con-
fecration of Bifhops both ufe thefe words as con-
cerning the Office[ Receive the Fioly Ghaft for1he
Office andwark of a Pricft; of a Bifbep, &}

2. It is not doubted but thac the Holy Ghoft
muft fet Paftors over the Flocks; 1. By quali--
fying men for the Office, and making them de-
firous-of it : Both Grace, Abiliry and Willingnefs
are of him: 2. By giving the Ordainers a dif-
- cerning - skill to know whom to ordain: 3. By

giving the flock a difcerning and a willing mind.
We yet know not of any other Collation of the:
Holy Ghoft, which Ordination can make, Nor
know we that in any ofthefe fenfes thefe words
can be well underfrood :  For 1. Grace,Gifts and
Willingnefs, are the difpofirio recipientis prefup-
pofed : we fee not how it can be lawful to or-'
_dain him that feemeth not before to have them:
what elfe are they examined about ? Nor know
we that God hath given any power to the Or-
dainers'now, by the laying on of hands,to make
:an ungodly man godly, or an unlearned orig-
norant man to be learned or wife, or 2 map of
jil utterance to have a better tongue, or anun- -
- willing man to be willing. The Apoftles had a
miraculous power of giving the Holy Ghoft
for exrraordinary works, and for abiliries
fuddenly infufed; and they did it: we never
knew of any in our age thatdidit; and there-
fore fuppofe that they have no promife or power
- 10 to do. 2. And to give a difcerning skill to the
Ordainers ; 3. Or to give a difcerning or willing
mind to the people, are neither of them a giving
T =15 ;

“theiws




Fro87,

the Holy Ghoft to the Prieft, The doubt i

whether this be not’an abufe of the words
which Chrift himfelf or his Apoftles ufed, and
ﬁ:j notto be affented to, approved and confent-
ed to. :

3. Yetis it not denyed, but that Minifterial
Authority is given by the ordainers as Minifters,
Deliverers or Invefters : Byt Aunthority is not the
Holy Ghoft o called, :

4. Nor is it denyed but that as Father, Son,
and Zoly Ghoft do enter into Covenans with vs

as Coriffrans in’ our baptifin, fo do they with

Muniiters, as fuch,in their ordination- covenant';
But ficha Relation to the Holy Ghoft asthe
Minifiers future helperin his work, cannot well
be fuppofid to be all that is meant by the words
[ Receive the Holy Ghoft; ] both Scripture and
common ufe, tzking them in another fenfe. :

KXV. This Oath in the Confecration of Bi-
fhops isto be. taken by every Bifhop F In_the
nawme of God Awmen. L. IV. Chafen: Biflop of the
Chzveh and See of V. do profefs ana promifz all due
revereice and obedienceto the drohBifbop, andte
the Metropolitical Church of N. androrheir fuccef~
Jorrs, fo help me God shyough i fns Chrift, :

2. It is nor pretended that any fuch Oaths of
obedience were inftirutedt - by Chrilt or his
Apofiles 5 or were vied in the Churches for ma-
nv hitbdred ivears, nor tili the Papacy was rifing,
Which was furchered hy fich Oatbs.

3. They har fuppofe Bithops to be fucceffours
of the Apottles, cannot make them fubjects to
any other Ecclefiaftical Kulers, wichont afferting
«hiat the Apoftles were Governours over one
ancthie. ; which we find not that they do. It
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