
t j Biitothers fay, this cannot be the fence: For i . 
A To ^y[, All bapti^d] and mean [ M w » f 
W tizJtA l o r any £ & $ Baptized ] were notm-

^ telligible nor'candid. - 2. And the Burial Ru-
Vt brick* excepting the unbaptized from that 
i* Chriftian burial, me weth the. meaning of the 

Church in this Article, , 
7 A'fd about the [ undoubted certainty j they 

differ - fame think that the fubferiber or Declarer 
doth not by thefc words, protels that he himfelf 
\s[ undoubtedly certain "] of the falvation of all 
dying Baptized Infants j but only that the thing 
is certainly revealed to be fo in Gods Word * But 
others fay.that both objective andTabjecTive (or 
perfonal; certainty n\uft needs be meant: And that 
i t were too hard an imputation to fay that the 
Church commandeth uncertain, doubting men to 
profefs that the thing \s certain and undoubted o f ; 
for how can they tell that it is fo ? And i f they 
know it riot to be fo .why mould they declare i t 
to be fo? The meaning is not [ / declare that the 
Convocation faith it is;certain ; ] for that were but 
the part of a cryeror reader: Nor is i t I declare 
that it is certain to others, though not to me. ] For 
no man knoweth an others certainty ; Therefore 
i t muff mean that £ I am certain and pafi doubt 

5 ^ by. the Word of Gtd~\ Or [ / fee afcertfining 
;M$ evidence in Gods Word -putting it paft doubt.'] So 

{ that11 -no uncertain or' doubting perfon can truly 
J thus declare or fubferibe. 

8. Divers of thofe Divines who are furtheft 
frohrVthe Nonconformifts, hold that by the 
Scripture alone we cannot prove that Infants are 
at all to be Baptized! and the.;»; Baptifmi muft 

be 



? T e d ^ u f o r e t h e f a h a t i o n of* the Baptized 
asfuch: Others chink it hard for that man t ° 

^ r f ? b y - t h c ^ o f G o d t h a t a 1 1 Baptized 
dying Infants are favej, who is not certain by 

t^d. m ) I n f * m s 1 ( 1 1 0 1 1 1 ( 1 be Bap-

9. M m y of the moft ram or felf-concei ted, 
* i g " G r a n t - , m ^ n a r e r e a d i e r ^ profefs [ undoubted 

cmamtj^ than they that are more humble, and 
Know much more than they. And i t is not he that 
nAtimoit certainty who is now capable of the 
Minirtry,but he that dare profefs moL whether 
nehave it or not. 

l o. They that (hew lefs Learning, efpecially 
iefs knowledge in the Scripture, far than many 
t<nt dare not profefs this undoubted certainty, are 
not like to be more certain then they in this 
particular Article o f faith. 
. **• W c t d « e i c f or Arrogance and Fanaticifm 
w the P )pe and his Council to pretend Infallible 
certamtv by a peculiar pnvitedge, in thofe points 
JO which thev are unftudyed and unlearned, as i f 
they knew them by propheticalinfpirarion. And 
when young unftudyed men have in this point 
attained to an [ undoubted certainty ] which their 
wuer feniors cannot attain, it behoveth them to 
convince, us of the truth of their Infpiration or 
Jpecial endowments, either by a proportionable 
excellency above us in other things, or by fome 
Miracles or Teftimonies from Heaven. 

12- There is no one Word of God cited in the 
Rubrick which tells us that It is certain by the 
Ward af Gad. 

1 ^mong Chriftian Divines there are all 
thefe various opinions about the falvation ' o f 
Infants. ? $ o m e 



J i . Some hold that the Covenant being to the 
* faithful and their feed, and their children being 
tl hoh> a | f t h ^ children of fincere Chriftians are cer 

tainly in aftate o f falvation,being by the parents 
intentionally dedicated to God before or with
out Baptifm : And that Baptifm is but their fo 
lemn inveftiture in that ftate which was theirs by 
tight before. 

2. Others think that this right to falvation 
belongeth to the Children of all profelfed 

f A ( Chriftians godly and ungodly, 
T 3. Others think that i t belongeth to all Infants 

m the world. 
4. Others think that it belongeth only to fin-

cere believers Children that are Baptized. 
5. Others, that i t belongeth to (bund and on-

found Chriftians baptized Infants. 
6. Others that i t belongeth to all Baptized 

Infants whole foever. 
7. Others hold that i t belongeth alfo to the 

Children of fincere Adopters or Proprieters. 
Others that i t belongeth to (uch as even 

bad Chriftians adopt or own. 
9. Others that they that have fincere Godfa-

then, though not Proprieters.s are faved. 
r , I . ° . Others that even mfound or hypocritical 
Chriftian Godfathers, may fuffice to their falva-
tion. 

11. Others that the Minifters or the Cfiurches 
uncerc (or profelTed) Faith is hereto f l f f ic ierr . 

t 2 . And others think that only the are 

uni«h - ° f W h ° m f o m e a r e b a P t l 2 e d

i and fome unDapt i 2 e d 9 D U t n o m a n knoweth who they are 
Wotof all thefe Opinions the Convocation hath 
cnolcn one, as an Article of Faith of undoubted' 
k<*t*mj by the Word of God. 13 T h e 



13. The Nonconformifts know of no",Wsrd 
o f God. which' 4fcertai.neth. Salvation to any 

i known determinate Infants, but the great Co
venant of Grace, [ / will be thy God, and the God 
*f thy feed {] which feed God ufeth as i f they 
were parts o f the Parents,' Exod. 34. 6, 7. and 
fecond Commandment: And faith to Believers 
lElfe were your children unclean*, but now, &C. 

14. Many Divines fay, that Faith it felf hath 
not evidence 5 (though we think that i t hath evi
dence of the Truth o f the Revelation, though the 
thing revealed be not vifible or evident in it felf '•) 
And more confefs that [undoubted certainty'] i s 

not Eilential to the faving belief of Chriir, and of 
a life to come : And that true Faith may be fa
r ing, though weak : And that Chrift filenced not 
his Difciples when he reproved the weaknefs of 
their Faith : And that to doubt of this Article 
about Infants is not fo dangerous as to doubt 
o f Chrift or Heaven* 

IX. All Minifters muft deny Baptifm to thofe 
Infants that have no fuch Godfathers and God
mothers as aforefaid, though their Parents be 
true Chriftians, and offer them to Baptifm. For 
this is the only order or form of Baptizing there 
defcribed, all other is forbidden, andwefub-
fcribe to ufe no other form i n a d m i n i f l f a t l ° n of the 
Sacraments. 2. Yet fome Conformifts fay, that 
the Boqjv bindeth them to do thus, but not to 
omit i t , and baptize no othervvife, But o t n e r f ° 
them fav, 1. That the Kubrick determined that 
I for every child to be baptised, there fhali be three 
as Godfathers and Godmothers]^ that.the whole 
Office refpefteth them as Parties, and fpeaketh 
to them,and admittethno Parent t o f p e a k r a n ( * 
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that i f Ajfenting to, Amoving and Cenfentmg to 
this form and Rubric^ and mbfcribing a Cove
nant to ufe no other firm, fignifle 'not that we will 
fife no other,no words can bind mch equivocators. 
3- In the fenfe of the Liturgy,to put Infants from 
Baptifm, is to deny them Chrtftendom,memberJhip 
ofChriji, to he children of God, and ta be heirs of 
•Heaven : For the Catechifm faith, that we are 
nxdefuch in Baptijm, which with ..the Rubnck 
which denyerh them Chriitian burial, and that 
laft. mentioned wh>ch ?m;meth the undoubted 
falvattou of the bavti^td, import a denying lalva-
tion to all that have not fuch Godfathers, wi th 
out Farents fponfion : or at leaft a denying them 
^certainty of undoubted falvation^ when i t was in 
the power of the Convocation or Prieit to have 
given them fuch certainty. 4. The Conforming 
donor,affi. m (that we know of; that any word 
of God doth inftitute or command the ufe o f 
fuch Godfathers, or the foredefcribed exelufion 
o f the Parents, much lefs both: And leaft of all 
that i t maketh thefe neceffary to Chriftendojji 
and Salvation, yea or Church-reception: But i t 
isufed as a Tradition or Law of men. y. The 
Nonconforming therefore dare neither Affent 
to, Approve, Confent to, Covenant, or Pra&ice 
the refufal of the Children of true Chriftians 
from Baptifm, the Church and Salvation, on fuch 
a cauleas this. 6. The Anabaptifts hence are 
hardened, and fay, that i f Infants may be denied 
Baptifm, t i l l they have fuch Godfathers as God 
never instituted they have no right to it at all^ 
and they may deny it them til l we prove 
God's inftitution of Godfathers 5 efpecially 
v/here their title is laid upon fiich Godfa

thers, 



thers. f . Some fay that f t is not the Minifte* 
that refttfith them, lent the Church which maketh 
the Lave \ But others fay, that i t is both the 
Lawmakers, and the Miniver, unlefs we could 
prove that Baptizing and judging whom to Bap
tize is none o f the Minifters office, no nor the 
Bifliops j but that the Prieft is to baptize all, and 
only fuch as the Law of Convocation bids him 
baptize, as a meer executioner, and the Bifliop 
alfo fuch as he is appointed by the fame Law. 
That elfe the fame Rule Would hold for his 
Preaching, Praying, &c . 

X. The like proofs ('which we need notre~ 
peat; will mew, that no Minifter muft baptize 
any perfon, Infant or AduIt,without the tranfierit 
Image o f a Crofs, and that to this we muft af-
fent and confent, and fubfcribe to baptize in no 
other form. 

2. And the fame reafons aforegiven mew how 
great a penalty this is, as excluding them from 
Chriftendom and Salvation in the Churches 
judgment, or from certainty at Ieaft. 

3. Some Conformifts fay here alfo, that they 
aflent only to baptize with the Crofs, but not to 
baptize no otherwifc: But others of them re
prove this expofition from the Rubrick, and the 
aforecited Canonical Subfcription, as that which 
would leave the Prieft at liberty to do almoft 
wha t he l i f t , when the Church thinks that they 
have obliged him, and his Subfcription hath fc-
cured his Obedience. 

4. And fome of them fay, that i t is not the 
Prieft that refufeth them, for he would Baptize 
them ( w i t h the Crofs ) i f the parent fent the 
Child or the Adult perfon cams. But we need not 

r ftrive 



• Arrive about the word : The thing we are agreed 
of, viz.. That thePrieft confenteth nof toBap-
tlce. t I l e r n J who dare not receive i t with the ufe 
o f the Crofs: Whether this be to be called a 
rJJ*fttngtkema or denying them Baptifm, unJefs 
t n ^ y will be fo croffed, we need not call for 
extraordinaty accuratenefs to judge. 

5". No Conformifts do pretend that this ufe Of 
this Image o f the Grofs, is o f divine infritution: 
But all confefs that Baptifm is of divine inftitutionj 
and that Chrift hath Commanded Math. 28. \% 
20. That they that are difcipled fhouldbe Bap-
tizjsdt and that one may be a difciple o/Chriir, 
without the Image of the Crofs: , 

6*. Some o f the Nonconforming hold their ufe 
of the Grofs i t felf here unlawful: But others 
that would venture to ufe it rather than be 
^ l e n .ced, yet fear the guilt oi-denying Baptifm, 
Chriftendom and certain falvation ( as the Churcli 
;ndgeth «) to all that dare' not receive ir, 

Kit o r Prefent their Children to receive i t ; believing 
t h a , t m u r d e r i R g natural life is a lefs hurt than' 

9 undoing fouls. 
7. But Cbvenahting by deliberate fubfeription 

and declaration to do i t , how ofc foever they 
fear more than the aduai doing of it rarely j not 
daring to do their part to damn the Children o f 
a that are againft Baptizing with the Crofs nor 

* f i vv 1 n b a P t i 2 e d a d u l c that are of that opinion. 
A l . And as they fear rejecting fuch as'wilf 

not be lo Crott,from Baptifmrfo they much fear 
the Qnglijh ufe of the Crofs* themfclves ; and thac 

J much more than Croffing our felves on ordinary 
A i rT T> ° r tein§ UP C r o f r e s o n 0 l i r d ° o r s or 

Churches or by the high vvaies 3 and yet much 
• wore. 
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™ore than they fear fuch ufing of the Crofs as 
Auguft'ine de Civ. Dei, and other ancients men
tion, as an open Indication to Heathens that we 
are not aftiamed of a Crucified Chrift : MUCH 
lefs are they againft civil ufes of a Grofs. 

2. The name\Sacrament ] fignifyingprimarily 
any jolemnitation cf a Covenant by Oath and 
Ceremony (as the facr amentum miiitari^mpng 
the Romans ) especially a Covenant which 
engageth one in a new relation, and more largely 
any {acred myfiical Cerfmoiiy, thequeftion here is 
whether the 'Crofs be not made ( not only a facra-
ment in a larger fenfe, as ordination, and Mat?1" 
TVQ^ may be called facramcnts)but even a facta-
mem of the Covenant of grace, or fo very nearit-as 
to have the greateft part of that facramental 
nature. ' , . . 

3. The Church Catechifm defineth a Divine 
c V fackment thus, ( An outward and vijible 
« fan of an inward and fpiritual grace guven to us, 
«c%dJnedby Chrift himfclf as cc means whereby we 
« receiWz the fame, and a pledge to. afjure us there-

£ That it be ordained by Chtifi himfelfie not 
effcntial to a facrament injure, but to a facra-
ment o f Gods making in jpecie as diftmtt Uom 
one thats made by man j as is evident in the 
reafon of the name. . . ^ „ r n 

c. The true nature of this Crofling is known 
by the Liturgy, 2. And the Canon. 1. l ne 
Liturgy appoinreth it to be ufed-^f h a f t i ^ , ^ 
as a ^ of our Baptifm, but as a - f ^ 
immediately after "the words £ I Baptize 
&c ] even in our Covenanting with God . -

' I t thus defcribeth and appointed! i t , [ we tw™ 
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e fhis Child into the Congregation o/ Chrifisfioc^ 
d CV0/} upon the 

- forehead) ahd do fign him With the fign of the 
t : ^ r o f s i in token that hereafter he ftoall not be 
J- aJhamed to confefs the faith of Chrift Crucified, 

and manfully to fight under his banner, avainft 
fin, the world, and the devil; and to continue 
Chrtfts faithful fervant and fouLdier unto his lives 

x c end, Amen. 
2. The Rubrick to which we Afient and Con

tent, referreth us to the. 30th Canon, as giving 
"fcs the true explication thereof, - and the jujt 
*' r**f°ns, &c. The Canon faith [Chriftians fgM 
< c the it Children therewith whenthey wereChnftncd, 
<c to dedicate them by that badge to his fervice, 
*' whofe benefits b eft owed on them in Baptifiv the 
*• name of the Qrofs did reprefent. ] The Church 
" °f England accounteth 'it a lawful outward 
• Ceremony, and honourable badge, whereby the In-* 
"fant is dedicated to the fervice of him t/M dyed 
" on the Crofs, as by the words ufed in the Common 
. Prayer it may appear. 

3- -the Liturgy's Preface of Ceremonies faith 
It hat they fer ve to a godly d^ipl^ and are 

jHch sis be apt toftir up the dull mind of man, to 
± t h e remembrance of his duty to God by (onn 
" notable and fpecialfignficaiion, wle/eby he mmht 

be edifyed.~\ > & 
4i Wc fuppofc that here i . Tfeflign is-tbe 

tranfient Image of the Crofs ufed m Gods fcrvice. 
?' ine particular fervice in which it is ufed 
is pur Baptifmal Covenanting with God • 1 The 
thing Unified by the iign it QIC Is the'crcfr 

the f J 1 ™ 6 f ^ m * T h e t h i n S fignified by the AeCervmgofit l ? J that we doas Covenanters 
N z prof eft 



profefs and oblige our felves net to be ajhamedtS 
confefs the faith of Chnft Crucified, and manfully to 

fight under his banner again ft fin, the world and 
the D(vil, and to continue Chrift s faithfulfervants 
and fouldiers to our 'lives end. And that by this we 
are dedicated to God $ And that we take i t as 
an honourable badge hereof. 5. Note that the 
Minifter fpeaketh as Gods Officer from him, and 
doth not reprtfent the Child, nor fpeak as in his 
name 5 that being the part alTigned to the God
fathers j And the thing fignified by him in his 
ufing this fign is, that he doth as Chrifts Minifter 
dedicate him by this fign, to the fervice of him that 
dyed on the Crofs, the name whereof reprefents the < 
benefits beftowed on him in Baptifm, ( which are 
all the benefits of that Covenant) and to oblige 
him to this end, not to be afhamed to confefs the 
faith of Chrift Crucified, and manfully to fight 
under his banner fas aforelaidjj And that this 
be a badge or fymbol of his Chriftian profcfFion. 

5.The great fear of the Nonconforming is, left 
this be a fecond facrament of the Covenant of 
graee made by man added to Baptifm, or ac 
leaft have mof tof the nature and ufes of i t ; And 
left Chrift wi l l take it as an invafion ot his 
prerogative fo to ufe i t , and to make a new 
badge^cr fjmbol of our Chriftianity j As the King 
would take it i l l of one that would without him, 
make a badge or fymbol for his fubjefts as fub-
jecls, or of the order of the Knights of the 
Garter as fuch. And the rather, becaufe it is 
the uj's of an Image, (though tranfient) mGods 
Wo?f :ip} and to fuch high ends. 

X l L The Kubrick which we muft Allenf, 
Approve and content to , faith, that [ There paU 

ti % a 



m i 
none he admitted to the holy Communion; till fuch 
time as he he confirmed, or he ready and defrosts 
to he confirmed, J that is, In the manner prefcribed 
by the Liturgy. This, as it eoncerneth the Con-
tormity o f the Lay-receiver, is^oken o f before, 
^u t now as i t concerneth the Minifters Aftent and 
Gonfent. 2. Some that take this for a very ufe-
Jul paflage, as it enabJeth them to hold back 
lorne uncapable perfons, dare not approve it, and 
confent to i t , as i t denieth the Church Commu
nion which Chrift giveth & commandeth, to per-
fons o f unblemifhed uprightnefs and piety,if they 
wi l l not profefs th'emfelves willing to he confirmed 
by our Bijhops m the manner before defcribed ; 

though they are willing to, own their Baptifmal 
Covenant; and few in moft places are confirmed. 

X I I I . The Liturgy faith, thn{No manfhould 
come to the-holy Communion hut with a full trufi in 
God's mercy, and a quiet Confidence.-} To which 
we muft declare Affent, Appprobation and Con-
fat. , . 

2. The fenfe o f thefe words remaineth dubi
ous, whether i t fpcak de necejfitate pr^epti, vel 
medu: Some think that the meaning » that it 
is the Duty of all that come to .theComrounion, 
to have a full truft, and a quiet Confcience : O-
thers think that the meaning is only, that all 
fhouldfeek^thefe: Others think that tht meaning 
is, that they Jhould not come without them.' Their 
reafons are, 1. From the plain fignification of the 
Words : i No man fhould come but with,&c.]\\h\c\\ 
m u f t differ f r o m [ 7 % that come ought to be fuck] 
2A £ c a u f c t h e neceffitaspracepti may be affirm
ed of perfefl obedience fmce our ufe of reafon : I t 
?s every mans duty not to fin at a l l : And it is 
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every mans duty to believe,and IoveGod3not on
ly fmcerely/but w i t h aftronger Faith and Love 5 

and its every mans duty to leek after perfe&ion: 
And yet no man wi l l fay that we mould not 
come to the Communion, but with high degrees 
o f grace, or with perfection. 3. And the words 
are not that they'Jhejpldfee^it, but that they 
ihouJd not come without i t . J 

3. The Nonconforming confefs that all men 
ought to have a full Trufi,and a quiet Confciencr. 
But they think that many 1000 good Chriftians 
have but a weak. Faith cr Trufi, and m 'unquirt. 
Conscience: And that the Eucharift is a Confirm
ing and Comforting Sacrament, and that thofe that 
have a wcak^Trufi, and unquiet Confcicnce, mould 
come for ftrengthening and comfort, and be en
couraged to come. • 

4. Therefore feeing no entreaty will prevail 
wi th the Impofers after fo many years time to 
explain thefe, and many other fuch. words, they 
think that the ufual fenfe of fuch words muft be 
the meafure of their expofuion 3 and therefore 
they daje not profefs Afient, and Approbation, 
and CoMnt , t i l l they are better explained to 
them. I P . 

X I V . The Liturgy requireth that the Pneit 
deliver the Communion to the people into their 
handsy uill meekly kneeling. 

2. The 27th. Canon faith, £No Minifter Jhall 
wittingly 'admimfier the fame to any, but to fuch as 
hj.esl under pain offufpenfion. 
c 3. The Cpnformifts differ among themfelves 

about the fenfe of the Liturgy herein, viz.. whe-
1 her \_All kneeling\ include a prohibition to de
liver it to any that kneel not :fome fay No: that 
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it only bids them give it to fuch as kneel,but not 
to deny it others, though the Canon do. Others 

m fav, yea that i t requireth us to give it to no 
others. Their reafons are i . Became die the 
precept fianified nothing, i f men were after i t 
left at liberty. 2. Becaufe \AfC\ plainly exclud
e d others. 3. Becaufe the Canon being the de
crees of the fame Church, expoundeth the L i -
turgy ; and it is abfurd to fay that their Kubrick 
leaveth the Minifter at Liberty to do that fame 
thing for which the Canon fafpendeth him4.Be-

^ ( caufe we muft alfo fubferibe that we will aft no 
other form of advt'iniftratson, but that of the Li-
tnrgy ; which Reafons we judge to be cogent. 

K i f y 4- The Nonconformifts differ among them-
felves about kneeling ; fome taking it to be fin-
fully fcandalous on the reafons before given ; and 
fome taking.it for lawful. But they commonly 
hold that it is fin fu l l , cruelty and Sehifm for 
them as Minifters to caft any true Chriftians out 
of Chrift's Church and Communion ,ef Saints, 
and to deny them the body and blood of Chrift, 
which he hath commanded his Church to deli
ver and receive, on fo fmall a reafon as this not 
kneeling : 1. Confidering the threereafons which 
are before mentioned as the caufe of their 
doubt, 2. And that the Holy Ghoft Rom. 14. 
commandeth both Paftors and People to bear 

f < with, and receive each other, notwithstanding 
fuch kind of differences : 3. And that good mens 
judgments in fuch cafes are not in their own 
power: ±. And that to tie Communion to fuch 
doubtful 'Circumftances wi l l certainly caufe 
Sehifm 5 and fuch doings have long diftra&ed 
Chrift's Churches through the world. 5, And 

N 4 Chrift 
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Ghnft hath commanded all his true Difcipfes to 
ive in lovmg concord and communion: But 

kneelers and not kneelers are his true Difciples: 
6. And men muft not be eaft cut o f the Churches 
^ o m m u n ! o n even for grofs and heinous fins, 
un/efs they add obftinate impenitency. There
fore they dare not Alfent, Approve, Confent to, 
or Prad,ce, th.s reading of godly Chriftians for 
not kneeling in the .aft o f receiving from thofe 
pnviledges which Chrift by his teftament hath 
given them. 

XV. By the Liturgy every Pari/hioner is to 
communicate twice a year, and by the Canon and 
i^ tu te to be compelled fo to do : and the 
Churchwarden to prefent them that do not.And 
thofe that do not in a certain time, are to be 
EXCOMMUNIC ATED, and after Jaid in 
Gaol during life, unlefs they conform. To the 
Liturgies Impoiltion we muft profefs Aifent, &c. 

2. Not every Parimioner (yea in our expe
rience not one o f many) hath a full t ruft in God's 
Mercy, and a quiet Confidence., without both 
which they are not to come. 

3. Many good Chrifiians have fo great a fenfe 
o f their fins and unworthinefs,that they dare not 
communicate ti l l they are fitter : And fome are 
i d timerous and melancholy, that hearing the 
Liturgy threaten men to be given up to the De
v i l , and eat and drink, their own damnation, i f 
they eat and drink unworthily, it would drive 
them by fear into diftraclion mould they take i t , 
t i l l they have better thoughts o f their title and 
preparations j ib that their dilemma is fad,when. 
they are either to go to Bedlam, or to the com
mon Gaol, 
• A. To 
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4. To fay that all thefc doubting and timerous 

people Jhould be otherwhe minded, and that this 
is their err our, is true, but as impertinent, as it is 
to tell all men that they mould never / w o r a l l 
ignorant carnall ungodly men that they Jhould be 
wife and godly: Bur to conclude that men mould 
receive the facrament, becaufe they ought to be 
prepared, though they are not prepared, is fbme-
what like telling the fick that they fhould work 
and eat,as they ought to have done i f by intem
perance they had not difabled themfelves. 

5-. There are many among us who are con J 

fcious of Infidelity, Atheifm, Sadduceifm and 
Herefie, and fome of many fecret heinous fins: 
fbme of thefe in their hearts deride Chriftianity 
and the facrament ; And the other, are afraid of 
increafing their damnation: But yet do not make 
known their fin : But it is notorious that abun
dance of fqch there be : And the doubt is whe
ther thefe mould be compelled to the facrament 
thrice a year. 

6. The Nonconforming hold, that to deliver a 
man, that facrament, is to deliver him the body 
and blood of Chrilt, and therewith a fealed par
don o f fin, and guift of life eternal; And they 
think that the terms on which tbefe are to be 
received, are [wholly devoting our felvcs to Chri/f, 
denying all, and taking up our Crofs and following 
him. And therefore that to fay [ Receive the, 
facrament,or lie in a G ^ r j feemeth much to alter 
the terms of the Gofpel, which faith [ I f thou 
canfl not fuffet a Gaol for Chrijl,tho.u art unworthy 
of him. I t is he that can. forfake all for Chrifr, 
that is fit for the facrament, aud not he that 
Would not Communicate without the fear of a 

prifbn 
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prifon or other panifhtnent. To give the facra-
ment, is to give more than all the riches of the 
world, which none but volunteers and defirers 
are fie for. 

7. The ancient Churches made delinquents 
long beg for fuch great priviledges and gifts, 
knowing that to give them to thofe that are 
unwilling, is to fubvert the Gofpel. But they 
never (aid {.Receive them or go to Gaol. ] 

8. Were i t but granted I n that the 
great gift of Cbrifls body and blood, and holy Com
munion Jhould bs adminifired and received ffsely3 

that is, only given by and to voluntary agents 
receivers, i t would heal almoft ail the Engl'" 1 

differences, between Epifcopal,Presbyterian3 and 
Independents. 

9- Yet the Nonconforming are not agamft 
the encouraging of Communicants by lpecial 
favours^ nor the prudent/compelling of ignorant 
men to hear the truth, rior 'the hindering of 
pernicious herefies moderately. But the forefaid 
compulfion of all Parifliioners they dare not 
Approve. 

XVI . The Minifter according to the Liturgy is 
himfelf to give the Eucharift to many , to whom 
the Nonconforming dare not give i t : For they 
mutt give it thrice a year to ail the Pari mioners, 
except fuchasBre proved ( to him that hath 
no power to examine them or witnelfes) to be 
in malice towards others, or to be in anyTcan-
dalous fin, and that but for that time, t i l l they 
are accufed rand acquit, or ftill permitted, 
i . They muft give i t to many tiutconfent not to 
beany part of their charge, nor take them for 
their PaftorsbMbii them deny them the Saera-

J 1 J nient 



inent i f tbey dare, though they ccnfent not to 
J$ the relation. 2. They muft give it to jmul'tnud^i 

of the grofly ignoi ^»f,who know not the eifentials" 
' ^ • | £ r * of Chriftianity or the Sacrsment, nor wil l ccme 
", f to them to be taught: When by fame, yea or 
f J pcrfonal knowledge.thcy know them to be fuch, 
It^jf 3 T e t without proof ( rcr we think with proof} 

^ K f / tbey cannot r tfufe them. 3. I t is known that 
W m, ^fidels and deriders c f Scripture and mans 
K f Immortal ftate, do fwarm more amcrg us. And 
TA SM yet they muft all Communicate t i l l we can bring 

(/ proof of itagainft particular perfons: W hen few 
tfj xnen that report it wil l accufe their neighbours 

and prove the eccufaticn for fear of their 
,; , v

 f f \ f difpleafure : 4. We muft give it to all the ungodly 
f that are difmift by a Lay-Chancelfcur after 

•Ajr , accufation, 5. We muft give it to 2 11 that are 
itf" A vnveilling to receive i t , fobeit they had rather 

/ { W take it than lie in a Gaol and be undone. 3. On 
y\ < *j thefe terms the Nonconformifts dare not Afienr, 
$sSfA Confent to and Approve the giving of it as is 

prefcribed. 4. I t is confefled that compelled 
, O j y Receiving is not commanded by Cbrift, nor was 
r W- , ufedby the Church, for many hundred years, 
&C1 J even after Emperours were Chriftians. 

$ ^ X V I I . The Liturgy requireth Minifters at Bu-
$ rial, to ufe thefe words, importing the falvation 

tff'.F.^ o f the perfon : [Fcrafmuch as it hath pleafed M-
4 mighty Gcd cf his great mercy jo take to himfelf the 

J" f0** ° f o u r dear Brother 3htre departed] And [ We 
As) \f ^ l V e the hearty thanks for that it hath pleafed thee 
l$P j f j f l , to deliver this cur Brother cm cj ike mi fries cf 

: tpis fitful world] And [That we may reft in him as 
: i y V 0 U T ^°Pe *s *^iS o u r Brctker doth.] 
f $ (J 2 \ The Conformifts are not agreed of the fenfe 

.•''/ of 
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. o f thefe words : One fort o f them fay, that all 
thefe words import not the falvation of the per-
fon: But the reft have more ingenuity, and con
fers that elfe the words are not intelligible, and 
that fueh equivocation is not tolerable. 

3. Some o f them fay that thefe paffages are 
good fuppofing Difcipline well exercifed ; which 
it it be n o y t is not the fault of the Liturgy. But 
others confider that i . We know that Difcipline 
*{ noJ 1° exercifed as they fuppofe : 2. And that 
thefe paflages are not to be approved a n | ufed 
whether Difcipline be fo exercifed or not: The 
meaning is not (V approve of this where Difcipline 
is wellexercifid.\ 3. I t is known that the Bifhops 
wi l l not have every Prieft to be Judge. 

4. The Canon ( which is the work o f the 
fame Church) thus expoundeth the Churches 
meaning 5 Can. 14. Mimfiers pall obferve 
the Orders, Rites and Ceremonies prefcrtbed in the 
Boo^ of Common-Prayer, as well in reading the ho
ly Scriptures, and faying of Prayers, as in admini" 
fir at ion of the Sacraments, without either dimi~ 
nifhing in regard of Preaching, or in any other re-
fpefl y or adding any thing in the matter or form 
thereof.-\ (This alfo concerneth moft o f the cafes 
before inftanced i n , as Expolitions o f the 

. Churches meaning.) 
5-. And Can. 68. its fa id f No Minifier Jhall 

refufe or delay tn bury any Corps that is brought—-
in fuch manner and form as is preferibed in the 
Book^of Common-Prayer-. And i f he mail refufe 
— t o bury finch, except the party deceafed were 
denounced .excommunicated Majori Excommnni-
cattone, for fome grievous and notorious crime,and 
no man able to tefiifie of his repentance^ he Jhall be 
.ujfpended by the Bijhop. 6, The 
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6. The new Edition o f the Liturgy increaleth 

the exceptions thus[The Office enfuing is not to be 
ufed for any that die unbaptiz,ed, or ex communis 
cate3or that have laid violent hands on themfelves.~] 

7- Note 1. That many children of good Chri
ftians by furprizedie unbaptized : 2. Many god* 

"M'S ty fober perfons are excommunicated for fome 
. 4 f i ' V P o m t o f Nonconformity: 3. Some upright 
$d}:M Chriftians in phrenfies, melancholies and diftra-
$ M$ clions-make away themfelves. 
f r M 8. Note, That Atheifis , Infidels, Sadduces, 
,>: ^flty Blafphemers, Whoremongers, Sec. fwarm now 
fF&'J among us., and we rarely hear of any one o f 
p f l f A thefe multitudes that are excommunicated j fo 
J^LM, that they are not excepted. 
Mr k 9. I t cannot be denyed, that exceptib firmat 
\$'\ W re&ulam i n m n exceptis: fo that no other muft 

' J be excepted. 
•IP. I t is known that all England confifts of all 

the Individuals,and all the people are all England. 
11. We commonly Preach that without Faith 

J»' and Holinefs none mall fee God 5 and that 
H Whoremongers, Drunkards, &c. cannot enter 
y into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
I 12. Therefore either we confent to pronounce 

.prjjr almoft all fuch to be faved (at a time when our 
of words take the deepeft imprelfion,) or elfe more 

J exceptions muft be.made. 
;S>) 13. Some-fay that the Ex communicable are 

\ n d A i n c l u d e d m the Excommunicated; But the Canon 
[> r, A ifld and the exprefs words of the Liturgy, and the 
y 11rV c h u i *ches abhorrence that the Prieft, (hall be 
¥ ^ / ^ V J u d F » da'fo notorioufly confute this bold af-
_ jJ { i ^ ) fertion, that by fuch-ftretches almoft any thing 

• rrfi^'iil1 I T l a y ^ e ^ o r f w o r n > a n ^ l t n o t t>e known 
V I'l' S b y authority,when,or how far any Subjeft is ob-
y , *% ' %ed by Covenants or Oaths. XVULThe 

7 ' : 



X V I I I . The Liturgy requireth [that fuch 
ornaments of the Char ch and of the Minifters there* 
of at all t imes of their Mtniftration, /hall be re
tained and in ufe}as were in this Church of England 
by the apithority of Varliammt in the zd. Tear of 
Ed. 6. 

2. The Ganon o f the fume Church expoundeth 
their meaning cap. y 8 . Thus [every Mmifter 

faying phe public^ prayers or Mini firing the Sacra
ments or other rites of the Church* Jhall wear d 
decent and comely Surplice &Ci 
_ 3- We fuppofe in the 2d. o f King Ed. 6. 
The Cope, Alb and other veftments were in ufe, 
which fcem forbidden by the Common-Prayer 
Book in the 5th. and 6th. of Ed. 6. 

4. The Conforming agree not o f the fenfe of 
this Rubrick, 1. Whether all thefe are hereby 
reduced or not. 2. Whether it forbid all Mini
fters to officiate without a SurpIice,or onlyCom-
mand the ufe of i t , 'without an implyed penalty: 
But the words, and the forecited Canons fhew 
that the Church intended an exclufion of all that 
wi l l not ufe i t : And we muft fubfcribe to admi-
hitler in no other form. 

5. The Nonconforming differ about the Sur
plice ; fome taking it to be Lawful, and others 
to be unlawful: But they Commonly hold that 
Preaching Ghrifts Gofpel is commanded by Godi 
and that Miaiftersby their ordination are obliged 
to do the work of that Office, and that Surplices 
are not commanded by God ; and therefore, i f a 
man miftakingly mould take the ufe of the 
Surplice to be Sinful, he Should not therefore be 
ejeHsd and friended : And therefore thev dare n ° c 

declare Approbation and Content to the Kubrick 



or fbfefcribed form in the Canon which implyetl 
1 this reftraint. 

XIX. The Damnatory fentences in the Creed 
f. c a Ued u4thanafim'sjL\xe to be Afiented, Approved 
f and Confented to. 
I 2 - I f they referred but to the Doctrine of the 
1 Trinity aand not to the particulars of that explica
te t ionjc would not be excepted againft: But fome 
f; R. Reverend Conformifts do profefs that thofe 
i fentences are untrue, and not to be approved^ 

3. Eut fuch think that the Churches mean
ing is net to require us to Ajfent or Approve them 

\ as true3but only to Cor.fint to ufe them: And they 
d prove it jbecaufe the fame Church requireth us to 
* Mead the Books o f Tobii&C. which have palpa-

ble untruths,and net to believe them to be true. 
4. But that reafon fecmeth null and vain 5 

I 1. Eecaufe the Apocrypha is no part of the Book 
to w hich we muft Prcfefs Afiem, Approbation 

' and Ccnfent,nor to w hich by the Canon wemnfr. 
jj! ex. animo fubferibe, that there is ncihir.g in it 
(i contrary to theVt trd e-J Ccd. But Athar.afus's 
jj! Creed, with thofe damnatory' ftnterces.are part 
I o f that Book. Indeed the Liturgy requireth us 

to reed thofe Apocryphal untruths, but they are 
"f r ° part o f the Beck : 2. And it beirg not the 
[5 fenfe of the Liturgy, but of a Stature of Parlia-, 
(}! ment, which we here dcubt of, i t feemeth in-
J, fiifficic nt, i f net i r r j ertirc nr, to tell us what is 
j taken for the ftnfe of the Chunk 5 for the dcubt 
0 is What u the f a f e cf the TarU(Merit3 which we 
p csn r.o ether wile krew b u t t y the plain words s 

m t i l l they wil l ctherwjfe dedsre their meaning, 
S". Ard indeed if the fiff*ges in Tibit, which 

•4 feme Reverend. Eifl-.crs call Lies (about the 
1 Angel's 

i ' ' 



Angel's faying that he was the Son of jiifatiai 
of the Tribe o f Napthali, and the fifties driving 
away all Devils, that they fhall never return) 
were but to be read, we know not how to ap
prove o f that Law, Calendar or Rubrick, that 
eommandeth fuch reading of them. But yet that 
is much lefs than the Affent required to Atha-
naftm's Cr^edj which yet we take ( k v e thofe 
damnatorv fentences) to be the beft explication 
o f the Myftery o f the facred Trinity, which in 
fo fhort a fumme is extant in the Church. 

XX. The Liturgy faith [All Priefts and Dea
cons are to fay daily the Morning and Evening 
Prayer, either privately or openly, not being let by 

Jickyefs, or fome other urgent caufe. And the Cu
rate that minifireth in every Parijh-Church of 
Chapel, being at home, and not being otherwife rea-
fonably hmdred, /hall fay the fame in the Pari/h-
Church or Chapel where he miniftreth, &c. 

2. The Conformifts agree not o f the fenfe o f 
this j fome think that the ordinary incommodi-
ties of fuch a commanded ufe, may pafs as thofe 
hinderances or urgent caufes mentioned in the ex
ceptions : But the more plain and ingenuous 
dealers hold, that the urgent caufes and binde-
rances here mentioned, muft be fomewhat ex
traordinary, and not any thing which is the ufuai 
cafe of molt Minifters. 

3. Cathedrals and fome other Churches have 
many Priefts and Deacons of whom" one only 
can daily officiate in publick. And many are 
Chaplains in fuch mens houfes as will have other 
free prayers' ufed. And moft Minifters have 
great and neceflary work to do, which muftajl 
be left undone, while the Common-Prayer is 

faid-



, faid over by them twice a day. They have Ser-
m o n r t ( l f t u ^ many Books to read, that they 

1 5 V j f u r n i « i e d with neceffary knowledge for 
^ W O r k V T h e T h a v ^ abund ance of ignorant 

f / V f r H m , 0 n e r s to inftrucl:, exhort or comfortjThey 
fa 3 ! f V e t h e fickto v i f i t , the dead to bury, the 
A ; n ^ r a 2 e n t s t 0 a d m i n i f t e t , families to govern, 

Jnitruct«and provide for. And many find'free 
prayer from the immediate fenfe o f their cafe 
and wants, to be fo profitable to them that they 
cannot fpare i t : All which and more require the 
the ftri&eft improvement, of every minute of 
their time : And i f the Liturgy be read over by 
every Prieft and Deacon twice a day, it is cer
tain that much of the/e aforefaid muft be omitted 
And i t is a great part of our Chriftian duty," 
when two good things come together, to choofe 
that which hie et nunc is the greater ; to choofe 
the letter then being a fin. 

4. Therefore the Nonconforming dare not 
Allent, Approve and Gonfent to the tying o f 
every Prieft and Deacon ordinarily to read over 
the Liturgy twice every day. And they are the 
more averfe to fuch Approbation by feeing fo 
very few Conformifts, Comparatively^ practice 
this themfelves 5 which fheweth that they take 
i t to be unlawful; feeing it is their judgement 
that our Rulers muft be obeyed in all things 
which are lawful to be fo done. And i f they that 

W ^ m a k e ftch declarations o f Approbation think i t 
J f $\ unlawful ordinarily to keep them, we may 

tQ"J $ doubt whether i t be lawful fo to make them, as 
iW>f$ 1 5 required o f us. 
Kftwi c ^ G o d a s k u s why we did not teach our 
V I A f a m i , i C S * Vifit the fick, inftruft ignorant neigh-

j!i 6 , bours 
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bouts, ftudv better for to difcharge our Mini -
fierial work,thar we might be men of knowledge, 
and fuch like, the doubt is whether i t will pafs 
for a good anfwer to fay, we had not time, 
becaufe we muft twice a day read the Common-
Prayer. 

XXI . AfTenting, Approving and Confenting to 
<\ll things, even to all. forms, orders, tVc. inclu
d e d the order of'the -Liturgy. Two Rules of the 
order of Prayer are commonly acknowledged 
I . The nature and 'order of the matter to be ex--
pre (fed. 2 The Lords Prayer as a directory de
livered by Chrift. 

2. The Nonconformifts that think that for the 
main there is nothing but good contained in moft 
of the Prayers of the Liturgy j yet think that 
they are greatly difordsred and defetlive $ neither 
formed according to the order of matter, nor of 
the Lords Prayer but like an 'unmethodical Ser
mon , which is unfuirable to the high fubifcls 
and honourable work of holy worfhip. 

3. They have oft offered, whenever it will be 
well taken, to give in ^Catalogue of dtforders 
and defetis of"the Liturgy : Which vet they 
think it lawful to ufe, in obedience, or for unity, 
or when no better may be ufed : But not to 
approve of fuch diforder j as we do not approve 
of the failings o f any of our own duties, though 
we are duily, guilty of them unwillingly. 

XXIL The Preface to the Book of Ordination 
faith, that l<e It is evident to all men diligently 

t c reading holy Scriptures and ancient Authors, that 
f ' from the ApajiLs time there have been thefe 
"ORDERS in Chrifs Church Bifhops, Briejts 
" and Deacons, as Jeveral OPE ICES ; ^ i c h 

J j are 
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are repeated oft in the Collects at Ordination s 
To this all muft Alfent and Content. 

2. Some of us are confcious that we have di
ligently read the holy Scriptures and ancient Au
thors, and yet three ORDERS and OFFICES 
are not evident to us. 

3- We have great reafon to believe that Cal
vin, Bez,a, and many more Reformers, Blondcll, 
Salmatiw, Robert Parser, Gerfom^Mtxcc^Calder-
Veood, Cartvpright, fohn Reynolds,• Ames, A\inf-
vporth, and multitudes of fuch Proteftant-s, did d i 
ligently read both Scriptures and Ancients: As 
a\(br>r4Stillingfleet, Bifhop Ediv. Reynolds, and 
many fuch, who thought that Scripture inftitu-
ted no particular forms of Government: As alio 
Armachanus, and many other Papifts, who think 
that Bifhops and Priefts do not differ "ordipe, but 
gradu, which the R. Reverend Archbifhop VJher 
ordinarily profefi'ed : We cannot aiiert that none 
o f thefe diligently read Scripture or ancient 
Authors. 

4. But efpecialiy when we find that even the! 
ancientChurch of England was of another m'md, 
as is legible in the Canons o f eAZlfricl^ to Wal-
fine in Spelman, pag. ^73. 576. which conclude 
that (in the old large fenfe) there were but [even 

' Ecclejiafiical Orders or Degrees, and that the Bi-
Jhops and Presbyters are not two^ but one : Hand 
plwis interefi inter Miffalem Presbyterum & E' 
pifcopum, quam quod Epifcopm conftitutus fit ad 
ordtnationes confer endas3 & ad vifitandum feu in-
fpiciendum cmandumque ea qs;<& -ad Deum perti
nent, quod mmia crederetur multitudini fi omnis 
Presbyte-- hoc idem faceret^ Ambo fiquidem 
VNVM tensnp EVNDEMGfVE ORDI-

O a NEM 
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NEM; quamvis dignior fit Ma pars Epifcopi.1 
18. Non eft alius OR DO conftitutus in Eccle-

fiafticis Minifteriis, &c. Et Leg. Canuti, p. 5J I . 
P aft ores vocamus Eptficopos & Sacerdotes, quorum 

Janes funt eruditione at que doclrina grenem Do-
mini fipecalari ac defendere, Src. 

^ 5. And Dr. Stillingfteet hath proved by f u f f i -
eient evidence, that the fame was the judgment 
o f Archbifhop Cranmer^ and other Reformers of 
the Church of England. And it is the judgment 
of fbme of our Bifhops and Confe.rmifts now. All 
which we fpeak not to mew which fide we 
think to be in the right 5 but that the ftate of 
the queftion is, Whether we can ajfent to this as 
true, and approve and confient that it be ufied3 as is' 
appointed. [ That it?s evident to all men diligently 
reading, 6Vc. that de facio there were three OR" 
DERS and Offices from the ^poftles times. 

XXII I , The ordering of Priefts requireth the 
Bifhop toTpeak to the people at the Ordination 
of Prielts, calling them [to come forth in the name 
of God, and Jloew what crime or impediment they 
ktiow in the perfons to be ordained, &c>2 I n imita
tion of the ancient Churches, when the Congre
gation over which they were fet,had their voice 

, in his election or reception. 
2. The doubt is, whether fuch a folemn invi

t a t i o n , ^ in God's name, be not too vain to be 
Affentcd, and Approved, and Confented to, in a 
Church, where the people over whom he is fer, 
never ufe to be prefent, nor invited to i t , nor 
have any notice of i t , or any call to meddle 
therein} being ufually many miles, and often 
many fcore miles diftant 5 nor any other people 
called to that work j and rarely any people 

there 



there that have any knowledge of the man and 
his conversation. 

XXIV. The Ordaining of Priefts, and the Con-
fecration of Bifhops both ufe thefe words as con* 
cerning the Oft\ce[Beceive the Holy C'heft fir the 
Office and work, of a Prieft, of a Bifhop, &cf\ 

2. I t is not doubted but that the Holy Ghoft 
muft fet Paftors over the Flocks; i . By quali
fying men for the Office, and making them de-
firous of i t : Both Grace, Ability and Wiilingnef 
are of h im: 2. By giving the Ordainers a dif-
cerning skill to know whom to ordain : 3. By 
giving the flock a difcerning and a willing mind. 
We yet know not of any other Collation of the 
Holy Ghoft, which Ordination can make. Npr 
know we that in any of thefe fenfes thefe words 
can be well underftood : For 1. Grace ,Gifts and 
Wtllingnefs, are the dfpofitio recipients prefup-
pofed : we fee not how it can be lawful to or
dain him that feemeth not before to have them: 
what elfe are they examined about ? Nor know 
we that God hath given any power to theOr-
dainers now, by the laying on of hands,to make 
an ungodty man godly, or an unlearned or ig
norant man to be learned or wife, or a man of 
i l l utterance to have a better tongue, or an un
willing man to be willing. The Apoftles had a 
miraculous power of giving the Holy Ghoft 
for extraordinary works, and for abilities 
(iiddenly infuied j and they did i t : we never 
knew of any in our age that did i t ; and there
fore fuppofe that they have no pro mile or power 
to to do. 2. And to give a difcerriing skill to the 
Ordainers; 3. Or to give a difcerning or willing 
mind to the people, are neither of them a giving 

O 3 the 



the Holy Ghoft to the Prieft. TMe doubt % 
whether this be not an abufe o f the words 
wmch Chrift himfelf or his Apoftles ufed, and 
lo not to be affented to, approved and confent-
ed to. 

3. Yet is i t not denyed, but that Minifterial 
Ammrity is given by theordainers as Minifters, 
deliverers or Invefters : But Authority is not the* 
Holy Ghoft f 0 called. 7 

4. Nor is ic denyed but that as Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft do enter into Covenant with us 
as Chnftians in our baptifm, fo do they with 
Mmifters^ as fuch,in their ordination -covenant: 
But f j c h a Relation to the Holv Ghoft as the 
Mmnrers future helper in his work, cannot well 
be fuppofed to be all that is meant by the words 
[ Recede the Hdy Ghoft; ] both Scripture and 
common ufe, taking them in another fenfe. 

XXV. This Oath in the Confecration of Bi-
Jbops i ; to be taken by every Bifhop f In the 
name of God Amen. I. N. Chofen Bfhop of the 
Cnuvch and See of N. do profefs and py ^mifs all due 
reverence and obedience to tee At chB if cop, and to 
the Metxopolitkal Church of iV. axd to their fuccef-
fours, f0 h.'lp me Gcd through fifus Chrift. 

2. I t is no*-pretended that any Inch Oaths o f 
obedience were instituted bv Chrift or his 
Apoftles j or were ufed in the Churches for ma-
nv hundred years, nor nil the Papacy was rifing, 
whtek was mr;'-;frea bv f u c h Oaths. 

?. They ihar luppofeBifhops robe fucceffours-
pfthe Apoftles, cannot make them fubjeds to 
any other Eccjcfiaftica! holers, without afferting 
inat the Apoftles were Governours over one 
a::-the. 5 which we find not that they do. 
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