
the Holy Ghoft to the Prieft. The doubt % 
whether this be not an abufe o f the words 
wmch Chnft himfelf or his Apoftles ufed, and 
lo not to be affented to, approved and confent-
ed to. 

3. Yet is i t not denyed, but that Minifterial 
Ammrity is given by theordainers as Minifters, 
deliverers or Inverters :But Authority is not tho 
Holy Ghofl Co called. 7 

4. Nor is it denyed but that as Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft do enter into Covenant with us 
as Chnftians in our baptifm, fo do they with 
Mmifters^ as fuch,in their ordination -covenant: 
But f j c h a Relation to the Holv Ghofr as the 
Mmnrers future helper in his work, cannot well 
be fuppofed to be all that is meant by the words 
[ Receive the Hdy Ghoft] both Scripture and 
common ufe, taking them in another fenfe. 

XXV. This Oath in the Confccration of Bi-
fbops \: to be taken by every Bimop £ In the 
name of God Amen. I. N. Chofen Bfhop of the 
Cwch and See of N. do profefs and pyemife all due 
reverence and obedience to tec At chli if cop, and to 
the Metxapolttkal Church of iV. axd TO their faccef-
fws} fo h.'lp ms Gcd through fifes Chrifi. 

2\ I t is no*-pretended chat any fuch Oaths o f 
obedience were instituted bv Chriit or his 
Apoftles; or were uied in the Churches for ma-
nv h t iy ied years, nor nil the Papacy was rifing, 
whkk was mr;'-;frca bv f u c h Oaths. 

j.Theiy J,iat luppofeBiihops robe fucceffours-
pfthe ^poftles, cannot make them fubjeds to 
auy other Ecckfiiifiica! holers, without afferting 
cnat the Apoftles were Governours over one 
a::-the. 5 waich we find not that they do. 

+ U 



4. I t was many hundred years b e f o r £ . £ r c h ' 
Bifhops had any Governing power over Biinops 
or exacted any obedience from them ; being not 
Epifcopi EpifcoporumQL* the Carthage Fathers m 
Cyprian profeffed.jBut were only fuch as had tiic 
firitfeat? and voices in the Synods. 

f . The queftion therefore is, whether fuch 
Oaths, asneceffary to a Bifhops o lec ranon , be 
to be Approved and confented to? . 

YYVI An O ith of Canonical obedience alio is 
pufupon all that arem.de Priefts and Deacons: 
And Priefts at their ordination mpft maketb s 
Covenant, that they reverent,/ 
Ordinary.and oth.r chUf Miners, ™«"t™\ 
committed the charge and Cover nmeut f j * ^ * 

2. The ordinary is not only the Bmop, but 
alfo the Chancel'our, Officials, f W f & < * t 
far.es, Arch-De*com, and all that are Judge, in 
the Ecclefiaftical Courts. , 

3. to obev them that are thus tie facto Jet ovr 
us'is no lefs than to obey them in the excercife 
of that power which is given them as io let 
over us. , • 

4. The doubt is, whether they that take any 
of them to be Ufurpcrs of an Ecclefialtical 
power, which indeed they have not ( and can 
prove i t to be f o ) fhould fwearor Covenant 
obedience to them as fuch. e. g. Ins commonly 
confeffird by the Gonformifts that the true power 
of the Keys of excommunication and Ablution 
is appropriated bv Chrift to the Clergy: And yet 
our Chancellors being lay men, do decreavely 
excercife that power. The queltion is, may we 
fwear or Covenant to obey them? 

5; And feeing Chrift never gave one Presbyter 
3 O 4 t h e 
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the; Government o f others, as Archdeacons, 

m l T t e S ' ? f f i

J

C l a l ? > & c - w h « f c r M the reft 
o b e d ! f c e to them, or Approve of 

d i v e r s n t - f 0 K t h e U f e o f ^ h Oaths? And 
p r i l l ; T C p S - i a V e c o n d e m ^ d it as a dangerous 

~ h a v X / J ^ ^ i n , f t , e r s t h 3 t live amon? the people 
from !h a d enrage to know the penitent 
irom the impenitent. 

uftail'v v V ' 1 8 c h e J o r e M lay Chancellors,who 
uf know nothing of them but by reports, 
P ^ n i C 2 t e a n d ^ fo lve them. And the 
ranrti-Mmifter muft fas a crver readeth a 

^ Z r 1 0 1 1 ° r f c n t . c n c c o f a J u d ^ e " ) openly 
read thefc excommunications and abfolutions. 

3-,lnc,e excommunications muft pafs accor-
oing to the Canons, againft all that mail affirm 
7 ^ " *»y.thi% in the booh of Common-
lrajcr repugnant to theScnpture or aiy of the 39 
Articles erroneous, or any of tiie Rites and Cere­
monies fuch as be may not wit ha.good confciencs 
fubfcnbe to, or that the Government by Arch-
Bijhops, Bifoofs, Deans, Arch-Beacons and tie reft 
that bear Office in the Church of England, is repug­
nant to the word cfGod,or that any thing m the form 
and manner of making & confecratingBiJhops^rieffs 
or Deacons ts repugnant to the word of God, &c.~] 

4. The prefenc doubt is whether a Minhrer 
who knoweth fuch of his Parifh to :be godly,, 
peaceable men,whom the Chancellour decretive-
7 c x c ° m m u n i c a t e t h , may both ooenly read and 
aeclareluch excommunications and alio fwear or 
Covenant fo todo,in obedience to the Ordinary. 
And whether when he knoweth that a wicked 

impe-
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, ^penitent man is abfolved, he may pronounce 
| fcch abfolutions. 

r

 X X \ I I L The Oath o f Canonical obedience 
i / j ^ c m e t h to mean obedience according to the 

Canons: And he that Covenanteth to obey his 
V rfi y!l«Yy> m " f t he fuppofed to mean no Jefs than 
\Sl - ^^Cccrding to the Canon Laws by which he is 

known to govern, 2 and as Government thereby is 
excercifed : 

M 
fgP> 

^ 2. And i f fo,then there are-more things in the 
Canons and prefent Government, which the Non­
conforming dare not fwear or Covenant to 

'K/ °bey ( befides thofe already named, ) than we 
V h$ ill now ftand to enumerate. 

XXIX. The Rubrick faith that [the Mini ft er 
$ M Xx'k° repelleth any from the Sacrament, Jhall be 

obliged to give an account of the fame to thtOrdinary 
Jillil J' Withra 14 daies after,.at the fm theft. 
Atf _ _2- I f a 1 1 t h a t b y grofs ignorance, Atheifm, 
iV f Infidelity, Sadducifm, Herefle, Schifm,Drun-
Qfti l^nnefs, Whoredom,SteaIing,Malicc,8rc. are un-
i l y c a P a hIe of the Communion be prefented to 
< V . t h e ° . r d ' n f y within 14 daies, no chanty that 
< V ! " g u l d e d , ^ knowledge o f the common ftate o f 
» ; V l e P e o P I e > ^ n think, that in London Diocefs 
/ j tnere would be fewer than many fcore thoufands 
/J'J P^lented at once. And in other-Dioceflcs many 
Mb l c ° r e hundreds at leaf}, 
.M 3. Some Minifters dwell a hundred Miles or 
[ f p c e / r . f r o m t h c Bifhops. And the Bifhops are divers 
\K ;Y) ° i them fo much at London or abroad, as that i t 

c i% C a U n o t b e e x pecled that all thefe muft be prefen-
4 f i lit t 0 t h e B i f h ° P bimfclf, but to the Chan-
^ cellours court, as'is ufual. 

4.'The ChancelloursCourt is fo far from moft 
fij ' , Minifters 

w 
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Minifters in the Land, and the profecuting fo 
many when proof is demanded, will be fo 
chargeable and take up fo much time, as that 
i t will undo many poor Ministers, that have 
fcarce enough to maintain their families $ and it 
wi l l take up the time which they mould ufe in 
th? nec-ftary 'abours for the ir flocks, 

5. ' I he Cha.icelkuir is a lay man to whom 
thi y muft be prcfented: And the UTue will be but 
a lav mans excommunicating them, i f obit mate j 
or absolving them: Which is not juftified by the 
B'lbops themielves. 

6. At . thefa id Chancellorscourt things are 
mmaged as at a civil judicature: There is not 
that endeavour to convince finners by Scripture, 
and to draw them to true Repentance, by hum­
bling evidence, intreaties and prayers for them, 
as mould be for the laving of a ioul fromnn*. 
But the charges of the court fees, and the fears 
o f a prifon after excommunication, maketh it an 
unacceptable and as unlikely means to convert 
men as the ftocks. 

7. Therefore for a minifter to prefent all nis 
Parifhioners to fuch courts, whom he is bound 
to deny the Sacrament to, were but to make 
him fecm their greareft and cruelleft enemy, ana 
to render him uncapable of ever (probably; 
profiting them by his Miniftry any more 5 ana 
consequently, greatly to promote their damna­
tion and make them almoft hopelefs as to reco­
very. And i f bv this terrour they tell tnc 
Chancellour that thev Repm how little iatn-
fadionis that to the Minute^ that never law, 
himfelf,any figns o f their repentance. , 

8. The doubt is then, whether the ufeo* tnis 
Rubric* 



•J Rubrick may be Approved and Contented to. 
9 Efpecially confidering that all theParifh 

t f f j who receive not thrice a year, ( of which Eafter 
muit be one for them aW) muft be prefented to 

} V i the faid ordinary, and alfo all that come not to 
-A\ Church ; By which means divers Parifhes about 

London muft have fome 10000, fome 20000, 
J fome 3ooosvfome 40000, or 50000, that have 

J?> ^ no room in the Church, all prelented i f this Law 
1 f J i J W e r e executed.-

lJ XXX. We have reafon to doubt whether the 
, V / A f t of Uniformity i t felf be not part o f the 

/ Books which we muft fubferibe AfTent and Con-
Mi fent to 5 becaufe it is fo faid in the Book it f e l f : 

/ W Q The Contents of, the Book are firft named m 
V : ŜV general, and then this Atf: named among the 
V ? ^ Contents. Either it is part of the Contents, or 

k i s not j i f i t be not, we muft not alfent and 
; 7 confent to that faHhood (that it isj) I f i t be, O 

' j F A 1 far be it from us that believe a God, a Judg-
• A f / j ment, and a life to come, and the facred Scrip-
' L ^ tures, to Affent and Confent to that A f t with, all 
O j 1 its. penalties, filencing and ruining fuch ascon-
^ form not. One of us that was 6ft with the great, 
\pfyli f w i f e , ;uft Lord Chief Juftice J f a / « , hath heard 

S^' t" ) him lamenting the Schifms and difcords o f 
V $ t h e C l e r S Y * lerioufly fay, that [There was no 

V / r r ' $ * ^ f 0 ^ US> h m h a N e w A ^ °f V n i " 
W fif^y-l (And hath his Pate Writings againft 

fifjf A laying Concord or Religion upon mens unnecef-
Uf J* lary additions.) And the Reporter taketh not 
y $ f £ J himfelf to be wifer than him, nor meet to,.Af-
f f t & y ] fent and Confent to fuch a Law, confidering the 

experience of thefe feventeen years, and the con-
^ j fequents on mens divided and exafjperated minds, 
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upon the Congregations, upon Minifters and 
Families, and upon the ftate and fecurity of the 
Chriftian Religion, and the Proteftant Caufe,&c. 
As to them that fay that the Act nameth the 
Book^as Mfiintt from a [elfwe anfwer, i . So do 
the Titles of Ads of Parliament name the A f t 
it felf as diftinct from the Title, and yet we fup-
pofe that Title part of the Act. 2. The Book 
fsameth the Act as part of its Contents, as is 
aforefaid. 

I f we mould by miftake think fome of thefe 
paifages to be unlawful that are nor, or to have 
aworfe fenfe than indeed they have, Jet thefe 
things be confidered. 

1. We judge as well as we are able; and what­
ever fenfe another takes them in, we that fo un­
derhand them cannot take them. 

2. We judge of the fenfe by the plain word?; 
the force and'ftrerch is not by us, but by tho.e 
that conform and contradict our fenfe. 

3. The Law-givers will not otherwife expound 
their own words, after 17 years waiting for 
i t under Compulfive Executions: Certainly » 
they would have us underftand their words con­
trary to common ufe, they would rather tell us 
fo after feventeen years time, than ruine us, and 
forbear fo eafie a means to heal the Churches. 

4. Some of us fo highly value the excellent 
Prelections o f Bifhop Sanderfon de juramento, 
and his judgment, againft taking and expounding 
Oaths(and confequently profeffions and promiies; 
Hi a ftretched or a doubtful fenfe, and his Coun-
fel to refufe them, when the fenfe is doubtful, 
i f the Rulers or Impofers will not expound them 

* (though 



C i 0 5 ] 
(though they mould bid us take them fa our 
own fenfe;) with much more which he hath ex-

for 
perjury, and 

falfliood, and prophaning the holy name of God, 
J ^ / i and deceiving pur Governours by equivocations 

^ and falle expofitions, and fcandaloufly tempting 
\:S others to perjury, lying, or fuch other fins. 

Lflrf We take an underftanding/eriousfand if it may 
' $. « b e P M c k ) owning of the Baptifmal Covenant 

; i in age to be of fo great moment to the reviting 
p™ . of true Chriftianity and the honour of Baptifm 

,f and cure of Anabaptifm, that it greatly grieveth 
^ f j \ us that we muft defpair of its effectual pra&ife 9 

' $ when we meet with few that feem not to app-
flKr rove it. The words of a very Learned and Great 
, f j Conformift Mr Elder field of Baptifm pag. 48* 

u./j marg. We think worthy ourrtcital. 
' $ ( ' c Upon {core of like reafon (faith he) whereto, 

f c and for fcch after tryal, may have been taken 
$ f " up in the Chriftian Church, that examination 
f which did f i f t the conftancy or rather confiftency 
' " o f fhofe . that had been taken in young, to 

" their prefumed grounds, that i f they wavered 
c c they might be known and difcharged, or i f 
" they remained conftant, they might by i m -
f t pofition of hands receive what the Commoner 
" name of that Ceremony did import, of their 

C( faith ( at leaft a fign of ) Confirmation, 
JVJr • " V*tiue7- i l a t h from Erajmus (in the Preface to 

f j c C his Paraphrafe on the Gofpels ) a word of moft 
\ f j \ " w ho l fom grave and prudent advife, that thole 

who were Baptized young., when they begin 
to write man, mould be examined, an ratum 

" habeant 
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" habeam id quod inCatecbifmo ipforum nomine pre* 
" miffum: Jghiod fi ratum non babe ant > ab Ecclsjia 
*k junfdiclwns Uberos manere}m 3.p.Tbom.difp.i$4. 
tCTo.2,c. i f e f l , 2. I f they did then hand 
f c to what their fureties promifed for them. . I f 

t c not they fhould be difcarded, Moft necehVy I 
"and o f unimaginable benefit! Such a fcruriny 
"would (bake off thoufands of rotten hypocrites, 
" and purge the Church o f many fuch Infidel 
, e believers or profefiburs, upon whofe dirty 
, c faces a little holy water was fprinkled when 
V they knew not what i t was ; but they no more 

t : mind the true fanctification appertaining than 
" the Turks or Saracens ( who (hall rife up in 
" judgement againft their warned filthinefs, ) or 

t c than thofe o f whom St. Peter [ I t is bapned 
e c to them according to the true proverb : The 

C c dog to his vomit, and the warned fwine to 
c t wallow in the mire.] Such difcipline ofawake-
" ned Reafon is that the world groans for 3 
" tha t men would become Chriftians. O that 
" the truth o f faith, and power of true Chrifttan 
"be l ie f might be feen in thofe that knowingly 
, f put the neck in Chrifts yoak.] So far he. See 
a l foDr . P^mV^ofBaptifm. And of our (elves 
Mr . Hanmer and Baxter have written Trearifes 
only on this fubject, to fhew that fuch true 
Confirmation would be the moft excellent means 
to heal moft o f our enormities and divifions. 

Andfhall fuch Jcfuks as Vafquez*, fuch mode­
rators as Erafmus, and Proteftant Conforming 
and Nonconforming, all thusfpeak for ir,andyet 
no hope ? No wonder i f a word or ceremony 
that we difagree in, can make our wound fo fad 
as we have felt, when that which we in words 

agree 
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agree for, and that not as a thing indifferent, &tit 
To necelfary, cannot yet be obtained though ™e. 
perifh. Dead Images of all good things, is hut 
the laft and moft effectual means of destroying 
the life and real good : Dead fbews and Images 
of good, are Hvpocrifie $ fincerity is reality, 
rioufnefs and life. We take our Baptifm to be 
our Chriftening, or the fumme of the Chriftian 
Religion: And it is but for men to do that fe-
riomfly at Age, which they did in Infancy by 
others authorized (or others for them,) which is 
the Converfion whi-ch we daily preach : And i t 
grieveth us to'fee what multitudes, when aged, 
never ferioufly think either what they did or re­
ceived in < heir Infancy j and how many hate fuch 
a life as they have vowed, and yet think that 

\A they ftand to their Baptifmal Covenant. And 
^ f l j ' i t i l l the Paftors of the Church make a ferious 

flL Work of it , to bring all their Parifbes to a ferious. 
jar Av4 underftanding and confideration of their Baptifm, 

and a ferious owning i t , and renewing of that 
Covenant, we cannot hope that the people wi l l 
be ferious Chriftians 5 or that men will not think 
that ferious Anabaptifts are better than Hypo­
crites that contemn their Baptifm. 

S E C T . I L 

The Second Tart of the Matter 
of Conformity. 

TH E Firft Part de fatlo, being contained in 
the Canonical Subfcription, and the Decla­

ration, hath been opened: Tbe Second Part is 

v 
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*he cafe of Re ordination. Eitherthey that -fe* 
quire Epifcopal Ordination for all that were o^ 
therwife ordained when Bifiiops were put our, 
do intend it a fecond Ordination or not, I f yea, 
then it is a thing condemned by the ancient 
Churches, by the Canons called the ApoftIes,&c/ 
and by Gregory M. and others likened ro Ana-
baptiftry. I f not, then they take fuch mens f or­
merOrdinatioa to be null, and confequently no 
Minifters to be true Minifters that arefo ordain­
ed, and not byDiocefans; and confequentlv all 
fuch Churches to be no true Churches (while 
they take the Roman Ordination to be valid.)To 
fpeak o f the confluences o f this as to the nul­
l i ty of Baptizings and Confecration of the Lords 
Supper, &c . and of the taking of God's name in 
vain in the Office i f i t prove evi!,wou!d be to go 
further than the Matter o f Fact. 

S E C T . I I J. 

The Third 'Part of Conformity. 

TH E Third Part o f Conformity is the Sub-
fcribing againft the obligation from the 

Vow [To endeavour any change or alteration of Go­
vernment in the Church f ] with the Oxford Oath 
£ That we will never endeavour any alteration ; ] 
and the Articles for our Prelacy; and the Ordi­
nation, promife, and Oath of Canonical Obedi­
ence before-mentioned, as to this point toge­
ther. 

2. Even thofe Nonconformifts that are for the 
Iawfulaefs, yea the need and dciirablenefs o f Bi~ 

fliops, 
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friops, and Archbifbops, have fo much againft 
this Subscription, as rhac to avoid prolixity, we 
Will forbear reciting the particulars, any further 
than to tell you, that while a thoufand or many 
hundred Parifh Churches are all without any 
particular'appropriate Bifhops ("great Towns and 
Village?) when in Ignatius* dales the Unity o f 
each Church was known by having One, Altar^ 
and One B foop, with the Presbyters avd-Deacons.. 
And prom defineth. a Church to be T-Ubs umta 
Ep:fccpc} and confeq lently they are withdur the 
Difcipjine and Paftoral overfight o f fuejh Bifhopsj 
and while all thefe Pari flies, are. in the old fenfe 
become No Churches (for ubi Epifcopus, ibi Ec-
clejiaj but only Parts of a Diocefan Church: And 
while the o l d f r m of Churches, Presbyters and 
Bifhops is thus changed : And while one Bifhop 

$lwA hath now more work of Difcipline (btfides 
r,W Confirming and all his other work; than an hun­

dred of the ableft and heft men can do $. and fct 
fuch Difcipline is.neceffarily undone : And while 
the Cafe is as i f the Sifhop of Carthage had put 
down fix'hundred neighbour-Bifnops, and be-
come the fble Bifhop o f all their Churches s or 

Jf> a s , f a I ! the Schools in a Diocefs have but one 
Governing. School-matter, who had power to 

tfif $ Judge what Scholar to receive or to refufe: And 
% f A T h , I e t l ? e K e y s are to be exercifed by Lay-men, 

thefe wil l beunfatisfving things. 
3- A he Conformifts are not agreed of. the 

& f / r V - ^ ^ " ' " g of thefe Subscriptions and Oaths; fome 
tj t hmk that they covenant only to fubmip to therh 
i V V ( { h ° U § h t h c y : diQike them :) But others think 
1 ( 1 r v 1 S a l f o t 0 aPProve the .Government. Some? 
jjis 1 I think that it is only Btjhops that they are bound-

r\v $ t«i 



to ; But others Fav, that the wore] Ordinary cer­
tain!*' funirieih more than Bifhops,, even Lay-
Chantel Jours. And that the firecited Canon ex-
prdly nameth many'01 hers, even with an & ca-
•tir<a3 [ro<r[rife t hat•'tozdf Office'"] And ^ny altera-
tia,t

r\ mult needs mean more: as [any alteration in 
Stat-.'] hue extendeth to more than not endea­
vouring x^chaigc'-AiXafchy or the King himfelfl 
•Some fay that by [net endx-avo^ring] \s rmanE 
'only \j,ot uiiltrnfeiiy end auokru-g] but not that 
fill endeavour's are forb'dvien,^/*.. not petitioning, 
•fpeakinfc when called, cVc. Others (ay that if ex-
fctaWidAs had • been allowed, the Law makers 
would haver made B? l<n<;..w i t , and not k&*ip*t 
ken university :" A h T i h a V i f y o u expound it o f 
\pinUmiul end 'av^rrs] voU ''leave all men-at liber­
ty to judge what is-unlawful, and all Sch'ifma-
ticks'vvlH fake the O Ah or Subscription, becaufe 
they bold then endeavours to extirpate Prelacy 
to be ta ful. Some-i*y that one may endeavour 
in his place and calling, to take the-Church-KcyS 
our ofrhe-hdnd.s of La-y CbancrMours not wi th-
itandmg this Su^fcrip"''ion ana Oath. But ohers 
more-ineenuo flv lav, that the very aiival Go­
vernment vx Key* >n t h c h a n d s 0 a y " 
Ch.ncell. u<s, if it bind t,s not againft endeavour­
ing to cha^e thtfel k'binds us i f i * m that 
can be undtrfioud : And that if Subjects thus 
take lib, rtv after Vn-^fii Oaths and T om^J 
to make f tch exceptions^ hey Reprfach the U « J 
makers as i f in fucb rrcmendcus things as ifteie 
thev kra'w fib't how to put their L a f * in woras 
inteDiyible, ai d of"common fenfr : And they re­
lax alf iuch iacicd bond?. Some fay that in l*f 
endeavot ,>,<Q is excepted &%efe the King com-

file:///pinUmiul


'ntjffion of command mQ But others fay, that I f t b e 

,J> Law givers would have had fuch excepfk>ns,they 
* had wit enough to have put rhem in : And that i f 

^ o u I e a v e l t c o m e n t 0 e x c e p t f r o m u n i v e r ^ a ' s » 
h you cannot tell them where to' flop : A«d' that 
if* J ( the ufe of the Oath and Subscription is,tb-t the 

Church- Government be taken for unalterable. 

/ J A — • 
¥ m ' S E C T . x u * 

P V V •• -
$J j, The Fourth Tart of Conformity. 

j f j j I V . ^ T p H E Fourth Part of Conformity is the1 

• fL I Sublcription againft the obligation of the 
Vtp'i ° a t h called the Solemn Vow and Covenant.Cor-

f / j t f Porations are conftituted -by Declaring, that 
\ f $ \ t there is no. obligation from it to any one Without 

exception : But Minifters muft only fubfcribe 
i}(\A • that there is no obligation on me± or on any other 
f / y ^ per fen, from tl?e-Oath,—to endeavour any change 
V W 01 aher#i°n of Government in the Church^ 
KrJl 2. I t is none of the Controverfie mre, il 

Whether that vow was lawfully impofed or 
f jf PV*r contrived, 2.Nor whether it Were lawfuly taken. 

$V«' 3-Nor whether part of the matter was unlaw-. 
r ( ^ ' ( V l ful . But fuppofmg all thefe unlawful, i . Whe-
[i.$l/ti ther all alteration of Church Government be 

unlawful? whether it be not in the power of the 
King and Parliament, to let a Bifliop.in every 

[wJ\i< Market Town: or to take the ufe of-the Keys' 
f U tyi f r om Lavmen : or to take down Archdeacons/. 
r y A Officials, CommifTaries. Surrogates, &c ? Whe-^ 
r-J ther all Reformation be out o f the power o f the 

l J]\m ^ n g » or not to be defired.by the people? 
* • p z . i . whe* 



Whether that which is Lawful may not be done 
bv the Law makers, and be endeavoured by 
fpeech in Parliament, or by petition by the 
people ; Efpe.cially i f the fting Command i t ? ' 
3 VVhether men be ;not bound by a Vow. to that 
which is Lawful :; much more to that Which is 
antecedently a.duty? 

3. The Conformifts arc here difagreed among 
ttVmfelvesj fome fay that the Vow bindtth not 
became it was unlawfully impofed :But others 
better fay, that this proveth no more, but that 
the Impojers could, not bind me to take it by any 
a thorny of theirs-, And that i f I had taken it M 
f'cr.t without ttnpufticn, 1 had been bound by i t -
Els no .private Vow fhouid bind.Some Cy that i t 
binds not becaule it was f p&y taken: But others 
truly lay that i f Oarhs bind not wherever men 
t.:ke themfi/ifuiiy, no nicked man fhouid ever be 
bound bv Oaths or Vows, becaufe they ufually 
make them finfully bv an. ill end and intention, 
wrong motives, or ill principles or manner : Or 
atlealtabad man mip„ht choofe whether ever 
be will be obliged : But all good cafuifts agree, 
that i f the matter be lawful fhe unlawful taking 
hinders nor the obligation. A man that-is Bap-
tizea w ; th ill motives or intention*, is yet obli­
ged by his eaptifmal Vow.Some fay that if birds 
not brcaufe the matter it / If is unlawful. But 
its granted that it bindeth to no unlawful mat­
ter : Oihets therefbie truly fay that he that 
Vowt-ih hx things' whereof three are finful, is 
r.ot difcbligcd by the conjunction of thefe from 
the oilier th-ee'that are Lav. fiiJ : Els a Knave 
ma\ keep him'elf d fobliged as to all Vows, by 
putting in fomc. unlawful thing. Some fay that 
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'Jr- i t binds notbecaule we were antecedent!'7 bound 

fltjy to all "that is good by other bonds,and rheretote 
j i r ^ not by this. But others truly lav, that this is a 
rfirioji*' moft intollerable reaion and would nullihe our 
Qrf- Baprifmal Vow, and all our Tacra mental Vows 
ftKdp renewed; and all Covenants that ever man can 

' jjf make to God of any dutv. For God* own Laws 
y/\ firft bind us to every duty : Bur for all that our 

L f j t - own .Vows, Covenanrs and promifes fcondarlly 
$ bind us aim : And a man tfW have many, obliga-

tions to one daty% Yea indeed the Covenanters 
••''•(, fM ordinarily profefs that they think not that a man 
r t f j mould Vow any thing to God but what God 
<] JW: firfthach made his duty. And thevare againft 
\K/,f the Papifts for making Religions and dunes to 
f j / i j themfelves which God never made: And rhere-
W f J fore they profefs that i f fome things in the 

/ A Covenant were not their duty before, they 
would not think that they are bound to it now *. 
And tney profefs that i f they had never taken 
that Vow they had been bound to all that by it 
they are bound to : And therefore condemning 
that Vow doth no whit fecure the Government 
o f the Church {e.g. Lay Chaicellours fife of the 
Keys, or .the d. fruition of difctpttne ) from their 
Lawful endeavours to alter it. And they profeis 

' / J f that feeing the King hath power to command 
•p'^J them Lawful things, i f they had Vowed any 

thing meerly Indifferent it would not have bound 
J j J f , them againir the Kings Commands 5 Became it 
P V V i s n o t infubjefts power, by Vows to withdraw 
: . r ' p ^ y themfelves from their obedience to authority. 
(c 3 W Some fay t hat the Proclamation of King Charles 
poLyjt the fir ft againft the Covenant null'd the obligation. 
. \ C ' Y But others truly fay, 1. That i t could, null no 

ft r P 3 more 



E * H i 
more than the Impofttion to take i t , and not the 
obligation when it's taken, in necejfary things: 
2; That this is nothing to all them that took 
i t <f?em,ardt. and that when Charles I I . had 
(though injurioufly) been drawn to declare 
for it . Some fay that ' it binds not becaufe men 
took it unwillingly. But others truly fay, 1. that 
this would leave it in the power of a b.<d man 
tonullifie all Vows and contracls, by faying that 
he did them unwillingly : 2 That man hath/'** 
wn'l and cannot be compelled : And a Vow of a 
thing Lawful to nave ones life binderh: Men 
mult rather die than lie. 3. This would reach 
Subjects to fay that they take all Oaths of Alle­
giance to the King unwillingly; and therefore 
are not bound. 4. Irs true that no man that for­
ced) another it jiriouflv-r<? a promife can claim 
to himjclf any right from that which was not 
free but procured by his own injurious violence 
or fraud 5 But God wrongtth none, ard a Vow to 
God bindeth though procured by finf 111 force by 
men. Some fay that.lf was only a League and 
Covenant with men, and not a Vow, and there­
fore ce-afeth cejfjsnte occafione, and by the confent 
of Parliarnents}6Vc. jin}. There is no place for 
the belief of this objection to any that knowerh 
a Vow atherwife than by the name : Indeed 
an Oath that is but an appeal to God, that I will 
faithfully perform my Covenant with a man, 
obligeth me not when that man hath d if charged 
me from any. obligation to him. But this in 
queftion was primarily a prcmife on Covenant 
made to God ( which is a V o w , ) and a League 
and Covenant of men with one another that they 
wil l perform i t 5 as is notorious to any man that 

readeth 
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readeth i t with common underftanding. 
I I . The fecond thing : queirioned about that 

Vow ( and the main ) is, whether every Mini-
f j f y fter mult or may become the judge of all ether 

mens Cmfciences ind obLgatuns tn three King­
doms, even of many thoufands whom they never 
faw nor heard of, and that fo far as to abfolve 
or juftihe them from all obligations by that 
Vow to endeavour anv Church reformation. 

2. I t is here fuppofed r. That though men 
ought to take an Oath in the fence of a.Lawful 
Govemour fo far as they kno v it, yet that 
they are not bound beyond tl.ep'ain meaning ot 
the words to the fenfe of Ufurpers : There­
fore rhey know not but the King and Lords, ore. 
m i d u take the fame words in another meaning 
than the obtruders did intend ; e.^ xo reform 
according to Gods Word and the exampl oj fW 
bejt reformed Churches might flgmne to them an 
oppofition to Presbytery.' 

a That i f men miftake the fence of the I m -
\<{ pofers, they are bound to keep, an Oath in the 

Lawful fence in which they took. fP^J 
how knoweth every Minifter in • wbat fenfe 
every man in the three Kingdoms took it ? And 
how is he able to fay that no one man of them 
all is obliged by it to endeavour a L w f u l and. 
neceffary reformation t 

3. And as to the former Argument; that men 
were forced to it, many of the Old Parliament are 
yet living, and many others, that then forced 
others to i t , and were not forced to it themfelves. 

4 And i f the prefent Parliament-men could 
(upon what compulfion foever) Vow to reform, 
f.i.'icandalous Miniiters, Swearing,Drunkennefs, 

P 4 Popery, 



Popery, &c." and then would command all M i ­
nifters on pain of filencing to fubfcnbe that no 
man is bound to perform that Vow, this weuid 
not do them any fervice, but involve each Sub-
icriber in the guilt o f a multitudes perfidiouf-

S E C T , m m 

V . . The Fifth Tart of Conformity. 

' i . ' T p H E The Fifth Part o f Conformity is the 
J Subfcribing o f the faid Declaration, and 

taking rhe Oxford Oath, as it concerneth Civil 
Government ,^ . [//- Z J not lawfiJon any pretence 
Vphatfoevsr to take ^4rms agaiifi the. King j And 
that I do abhor that tratterotis pofition of taking 
.Arms by his authority againft his perjon.cr againfi 
thefe that are commiffioned by him.] in purluance 
o f that CommifTion. 

2. Here the Q^jeltion is not o f the firft Claufe, 
tftakjrg ^trms sgainft the Ki'g ; but Only o f 
the laft [again/i thbfe that are cemmiffioned by 
him\ the Minifters being moftly ignorant o f 
Law. and not knowing what,is called a Ciwmf-
fion, and what feal ma'keth ir fuch : For as they 
are farisfied that no true Legijl Comm flion o f 
the King may be refilled, fo while the unex-
pounded words have no limitation or exception, 
they dare not think that a Lord Chancellour or 
Keeper hath power at his pleafure to depofe the 
K ; n R j by fealing ComrnifTions to any to feize on 
his Forts, Garritons, Magazines, Treafure, Na-
yiesor Guards 5 nor yet to deftroy the King­

doms., 



. doms, Cities, Laws and Judgments, and feize 
# at pleafureon all mens eftates or lives. And they 

dare not fwf i r o r fubfcribe that which the ge-
$rJ nerality of Learned men. Heathens, Papifts and 

Proteftanrs, Politicians, Lawyers, and Divines 
1

 ( P j , are commonly againft, it being too great pre-
fumingon their own wits to fay or fwear, that 
altnott all the world are in the wrong/even men 
in their own profcflion) and that yet ihey are 
wilcr than all thefe. An Oath therefore being 
to be taken pnderf w*lingl%> their not understand­
ing this, caufeth tbeir refufal ; and it pleakthnot 

Jf the Lawgivers to explain it to them. 
3. But'though this be a very important buii-

$ f . nefs, wrarc'fo unwilling to meddle with matters 
' f j f i t f o f our Rulers Power, as being lefs pertinent to 

/ our function, and the late debates in the Houfe 
P j y of Lords fasfome body hath publimed them) 

i huve (aid Co much in this cafe, that we think i t 
f f i 1 $ belt to f d y no more of i t , 

v j > : — : — 

m S E C T . X I V . 
ft At V I . The SixthTart of Conformity or Obe-

ditnce confequenlly required of Mitiifiers. 

! % Cm ' i - T p H E S 5 x r h P a r t o f Obedience required o f 
^ * f \ 1 us confequently is, that til l we can do all 
' n j F i > aforefaid, Wemnjt dfert our former flocks, though 
oKc ^ t h e y d e P r e H s t 0 continue our care of them, and that 
jjf 1

 ccf0t VPe give over our preaching the Gojpel of falvation 
f vt to any but our families, or four more ; and that no 

pt&Jt 0p man not ordained by Dtocefans admmifier the 
\ 0 i y , r lords S u p p e r , . 

m . . . -
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2." Thy* queftion is not whether we fhould 
give up the Temples and Tythes, and all pub-
lick M intenance when ever it is required of us: 
3- hough St. \Ambrofe would not obey the Empe-
rour Vale Mini an x in giving up one Temple which 
he could fpare, to the An-iais^ yet the Noncon­
forming are of another judgmenr,and think them 
all in the Magiftrates power : But it is the Office, 
Relation and Wor^ that they dare not renounce 
or ceafe from,: without a better difcharge. 

3. Yet they judge, that where truly there is 
noiieceffity of their labours, or they fhould do 
more hurt than good, by Pre-iching, it is their 
duty,when forbidden,to forbear; But not bccaufe 
any wi l l fay- we are Judges, and it is fo, when 
notorioufly i t is not fo. 

4 . But this requirech a larger difquifition than 
we may here ftay to make. 

=: . S E C T . * ' X V . 

V I I . The Seventh Tart of required 
Obedience, 

i - T ^ H E Seventh Part o f the Obedience re-
A quired of us, is that we come not within 

five m;hs of any C.ty or Corporation which fendeth 
Burgeffes to Parliament^? to any other place what­
ever , where we have ever preached fihee the Att °f 
Oblivion-,except on the Rode or fiimmoned. 

2. Many- Mini Iters have their friends, houfes, 
and all that they have, in thofe forbidden pla­
ces. 

3-The greateft places being moft populous 
have 

file:///Ambrofe
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ji have moft need of Preachers, many fouls being 
& . more precious than few, and the publick Tea-
Cji chers rbac have many thoufands, needing more 
V help rhan they that have bur little charges. 

4. Few Minifters are rich enough to be able 
to fell their houfes and goods at loisf when per­
haps none will take them,) and to take houfes in 

fi\$itt other Countries. 
5-. A great part of the Land is feated fo neer 

Corporation c,that it >s hard to find a place that is 
above five miles otfthem j And fome Minifters 
have Preached about in fo many places, that it is 
hard to rind a place within their reach, above 
five miles from the p'aces which they have 
preached in : And in fuch places, it is rare to 
find empty houfes, and Landlords that will let 

; j them on terms which they are capable o f : fo 
jjO- hard ro them is this confinement. 

6. Thev think that men can no more difbblige 
them from preaching to many in Cities and Cor­
porations, than to four or five in Villages; feeing 
the Churches of old were planted moft in Cities, 
and Chrift faith not, [forfake ail the fouls in C i ­
ties i f they bid yon,] but \Wben you are perfecK-
cuted in one City fly to another.,] 

7. Though we live not to eat, we muft eat to 
J $ live 5 and when Minilters that have nothing, are 
WJ like ro beg or famifti among itrangers in poor 
l\it Village^ and bigger places do more call for help, 
?M and will allow' them bread, they think it no fin 

to eat bread any more than to give bread to o-
!1 ,Q thers that are in want. 

8. The former Laws fend them when they are 
:U t in beggerv,to be kept by the Parifhes where they 
V A laft l ived; and this Law forbids them to come 

within five miles of them. SECT 

i 
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S E C T . XVI 

The Atymcis and other Matters agreed on 
which affright the Noticonfor m i f f s . 

I . A S there are fome fins far greater,and more 
J7\. terrible to confeienee than others, fo ag­

gravating Ad junfts of t make them fuch: And 
thefe here feem very f rghr fu l . W e are not now 
charging any others with fin, nor proving the 
unfawfulnefs o f what we fear, but expre/fi og the 
Matter of Fad: agreed on,which doth affright us. 
[ l- B o t n fides agree, that it is a great aggrava­

tion o f fin to be done by a Minifler of thrift, a 
perfon confederated to holy work , to preach 
truth and holinefs, and ferve at the Altar ; For 
our DocVine will be the lefs regarded, and men 
Will be tempted to follow our bad example, who 
are bound to be to them patterns o f purity and 
obedience to God : And Chriftian and Proteftant 
Religion is moft injured by Mimftersfms. 

II. I t is agreed that our' Mimfieriai fim^hich 
we do as i f they were part o f our .Office in the 
publick AfTemblies, have a fpecial aggravation 
differing from mens fecrct pzrfond crimes. 

I IL I t is agreed that Lying and Perjury are 
fins of fo heinous a nature, as that they tend to 
overthrow humane tnuft and converfe, and all 
Societies, and deprive Princes of part of the fe-
curiry due to them for their lives and Crowns * 
And that in a Preacher o f the Gofpet they are 
intolerable, tending to rempc the hearers to be­
lieve nothing that we fay. 

I V , I t 
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* IV;-, I t is agreed that by aflertion to.abfblve 
tboufand.vof | erfbns known or unknown, and j u -
ftifir them,-if they mould prove guilty of fuch 
a crime, and fo to draw on our felves the guilt o f 
many thoufand perjuries, would be a fin of as 

a heinous a natuie as moft we can imagine. 
V. It is agreed by Proreftants, that all Oaths,' 

Covenants and Laws,muft be underftood accord-
fV j ing to the plain and ufual fer.fe of the w.crds,un-
; j # Jefs our Rulers otherwife expound them, and tell 
,^\{A us that they mean femev\ hat elfe. 

0 # ' ^ V I . i t is agreed that though Judges muft 
• \ r / determine o f the fence of Laws, fo far as to de-

• cide the cafes that are brought to them ; }ec 
ptoy none can make an univerfal obligatory expofition-

>r A o f a Law, to bind the- fub.jcdts ccnfcience in un-
demanding it but the Sovereign and Lawgivers-
themfelves: Elfe a Judge might become a Le-

i J\A giHaror and fruftrate the Kings Laws by h i | 
:? tO \ 9 expofitions. I f Judgements be the expofitors and-' 
ffl'j? prefervers of Common unwritten Laws which are 

Cufioms, it is becaufe it is the Law-m^rs .QT 
r j f i t r Sovereigns wil l that it {hall be fo. 

V I ] - J t i s agreed by all Proteftants that 
ftretching the words of Laws,Oath&and Fromifes 
to meanings quite differing from the Common 

^•J%K u ^ c °* the words, without the direclicu of the 
VA$Jr Law-makers fo to do, and taking fuch Oaths or 
f y V f Covenants with convocations aW mental refer-
$ .J1«, $ vaticns on pretence of Charitable interpretation^ 
• V V i ! f o r o i j r o w n ends and interefts, is mere fuitable 
Ktf[tJ 1 0 ^theifts t L n fmcere Chnftians, ar.d would 

O V e r r h r o w humane tr i f f t , and the end of Laws-
/ j y 1 and Princes fafety s as well as other forts o f 
f $ t ^ F c r-> L ry< For inftance, i f or.e take the fubferibed-

, Deda-
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Declarations that [ Tts unlawful.on.any frelekci 
mtfawr to take ^ m s agahjhthe Kinc and fo 

. on] and w i l l .hus equivocate ras theyiuv fome 
WSpZ L c ! s that ispagainft the 
^ e Land but mt agamfc\Gods>La*i \_fo tahe 

t h e Kipg 3 I>J 4* 5 but 
lajtti b ^ ; - ^ andfuch ottiers, when he iss&rtft-
raimicate by the P, r>P TS r n 
trctencel rhJL c P x " - m Si»& LOa any 
pretence ] that is, fay they, [ mjujt pretence ] [by 
bis authority ag,un[l his pcrfontW[ Souldiers J 
tnat is, lay the equivocaters, [ Its well laid that: 
f m a y n o t d o M hJ his thorny, btit we my.do it 
b)the,Lciw of nature and fo by Gods Authority 
Vfaofe^ Law that is; [again]} any Cimmtjfto'ned by 
bip^ that is, fay they, ia/fully commiffioned, and 
we are judges when his Comm. (funs are unlawful: 
bu\JVe will not endeavcur -any * iter at ion of Govern­
ment in Chujrch or State-} that is, fay they, i . Not 
of 'Monarchy: or the King, bur we may yet d i -
l«urb any o f his Officers : 2. Not of the Enen-
tlals of Eptfcopacy j but we may leek to take 
down their vveakh and Lordfhips, and reduce 
them from.Diocefans to Parochial or Corpora­
tion BiChops: 3. Not by unlawful means; bur we 
take not that to be unlawful which they do. 
What goodwil l O.iths or Covenants taken with 
fuch Latitude or Equivocation do .? Do they 
fecure any o f the ends of Governments ? Rulers 
fhould abhor filch Equivocations and ftretching 
Latitudes as thefe. 

V I I I . I t is agreed on both fiJes,that i f we might 
go on this.fuppolition, that our Rulers can re­
quire nofhing that is unjftjh or impious, or againfi 
the Law or Common good or their own interest., and 
therefore that no exposition is to be pm on thsir 

Laws 



'laws or Import ions which is of any fuch importance*, 
by this ru\c any oath or Covenant or promije in the 
World , which' Governours (ball impofe upon us, 
may be taken : For we muft \>ut a good ferfe upon 
them all : And ihe fenf is the O 'M cr Covenant, 

IX It is commonly agreed that; a man may 
not deliberatelv tell ore lie to fave his life, or 

v > y Q his Minilterial liberty : And that i f any one only 
y # 5L o f all the things impofed on us be a fin, it is the 
W JH d u t y - o f V I ' the 'Minifiers of "England father 

# j to fuffer any thing, or to dye than to Commit i t . 
*fA%X And that i f it be one mans duty to be filent hi 
Z f u f i f u c h a cafe,it !would be the duty of all the Mini-
V J \ Iters in the Land, i f the things be (in. 

: / j X. And all are agreed, that to filence all the 
e^A\\ Miniiters of the Nation, is a thing that God hath. 

} Jil$JC not given any man authority todo,becaufeof the 
/ M L necefllty of their Miniftry ; and confequemly not 

j , t o filence any neceliary Miniftry at all; 
fi$\<tV , XL It is agreed "that Satan would fain corrupt 
•e S t a r e s a n d c ? l m ' e n e s w u h t h c ' moft heinous fins; 
] J / c to • expole them to Gods judgements and the 
* r j ^ y enemies fcorn : And that common Perjury or 
£ Perfidioufnefs is one of thofe greateft fins •: And 
j.V V # t h a t as the Belief of the Truth is the beginning of 
* ,^'\A Chriftianity, fo Satan is a Lyer and the,father of, 
W [A Lies : And he that thinketh that Satan is endea-
i * % % vouring to ftigmatize Perfons,Churches or Khfigi 

% domes wiih his brand of PER mould the more 
(%tS l J k carefully avoid the receiving of that mark, 
y . t X I I . I t is agreed that God hath within thefe: 
r f , fourteen years excercifed very grievous Chaftife-
,jf$»!Cf ments on Cities and Corporations, by fuch a 

\ $ r± blague ( on London and many Corporations ) and 
J L i i u c ^ ^ r e s ° n london^Sonthwnrk and many Gor-

1 /' t'*4

t . •' pora-



potations) and fuch increafe o f Poverty Ctbougfi 
we have more liberty at Sea and Land lor trade, 
than almoft any Nation neer us) as rhar the Lke 
fiat* not been known in our forefathers d.ies: 
And that j f this mould be the Voice of Chrifl, as 
a reproof of our perftdioulhefs, and perjuries, 
•Uymg(exctpt y e repent ye fihall alilt^if, perifhf) 
cxaife^ i C a V e t h C i m P e n ' c e n c w l t » o u t all jult 

L $ H < U i s agreed bv us a!!, that God will not 
Hold him gmlclcls who taker: his name in vain j 
especially by perjury or falfe Vows cr Covenants? 
And that for Oaths ( broken ) the Land may 
mourn : And that he is the grand enemv of 
Church or Kingdorne*, who wouid by fuch Cm 
bring them under the judgments o f God : And, 
as 4p3jtat bring in an accurfed thing. 

XIV. None can deny rharir is better to cherifh 
honefiy and confidence, especially about Oaths and 
Covenants which fccure Converfe and the lives 
of Princes, than to teach men to firetch Conference 
in fuch matrers -3 and to make every feared Con­
fidence capable -o f the holy Mimftry, preferment 
and hon.tvand a fear of finch fin, to be the way 
tofilence and mine. 

XV. w e agree that when Jefiiites and other 
*apifts have contracted the fliame'of equivocation 
3nd perfidioumefs, Proteltants mould not partake 
with them, and take the fhame on their religion, 

.XVI . I t is agreed that when the Scots Cove­
nant is fb greatly decryed, and the violation 
o f the Oaths of Allegiance and other Oaths and 

Covenantsfouri(f necelfiry to the killing 
?\ t ? ie King, and other -fate' confufibns and 
Equities, we fhould not after fuch warning 

either 
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. either faftare men in unnecelfary Oaths & Cove­

nants, nor harden fuch men againft Repentance, 
by doing any fuch thing our felvcs, much lefs by-
commanding it . 

X V I I . We are agreed that to commit a fin 
D Y pafllon or fudden furprize, is not fo wicked 
as to do i t on deliberation: Nor is the doing 
i t only fo bad , as undertaking to juftifie i t ; 
and encourage others to do the like. 

X V I I I . We are agreed that God is jealous 
about holy things, and that wilful corrupting his-

Church, worfhipordifcipline, tothe dhgrace o f 
religion and encouragement of wickednefs is a 
hemousfin: Efpecially to Approve fuch things 

Xl\. We arelgreed that to make a deliberate 
Covenant that I will fin againft God, and to 
fubfcribe and declare this, is a heinous aggrava­
tion o f the fin :e. g- When the high places 
were kept up in fu'deAr any had Covenanted to 
keep them up, and purpofed to tranfgrefs, the 
wilfulnefs had been thegreatnefs and dangerous 
figmfkation of fuch finning. 

^ } ' - W C a ? r e e d t h a t &<P'»t«M is Gods 
condition offorgwenefsj and that fo ramantd 
refolve and Covenant to fin and to profcfs it openly 
to all the Church, and that oft nmis\ andfbto 1 

renounce Repentance, is—alas— 
_ X X I . Moft fober Chriftians are agreed that 
Chnftians mould be united upon the term-
wh.ch Chrift himfelf hath made in the baptifmal 
Covenant, and in their obedience to his Laws * 
and that Papall Umrpations and impofing o f 
Z £ u n n e c e f i r a r y a s n ? ^ t y to Union, ( M m i 
munion^ or Mmiftration, hath been the ^ t 
ttoftof S d i i t o through the O r t W ffi. 


