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the Holy Ghoft to the Prieft, The doubt i

whether this be not’an abufe of the words
which Chrift himfelf or his Apoftles ufed, and
ﬁ:j notto be affented to, approved and confent-
ed to. :

3. Yetis it not denyed, but that Minifterial
Authority is given by the ordainers as Minifters,
Deliverers or Invefters : Byt Aunthority is not the
Holy Ghoft o called, :

4. Nor is it denyed but that as Father, Son,
and Zoly Ghoft do enter into Covenans with vs

as Coriffrans in’ our baptifin, fo do they with

Muniiters, as fuch,in their ordination- covenant';
But ficha Relation to the Holy Ghoft asthe
Minifiers future helperin his work, cannot well
be fuppofid to be all that is meant by the words
[ Receive the Holy Ghoft; ] both Scripture and
common ufe, tzking them in another fenfe. :

KXV. This Oath in the Confecration of Bi-
fhops isto be. taken by every Bifhop F In_the
nawme of God Awmen. L. IV. Chafen: Biflop of the
Chzveh and See of V. do profefs ana promifz all due
revereice and obedienceto the drohBifbop, andte
the Metropolitical Church of N. androrheir fuccef~
Jorrs, fo help me God shyough i fns Chrift, :

2. It is nor pretended that any fuch Oaths of
obedience were inftirutedt - by Chrilt or his
Apofiles 5 or were vied in the Churches for ma-
nv hitbdred ivears, nor tili the Papacy was rifing,
Which was furchered hy fich Oatbs.

3. They har fuppofe Bithops to be fucceffours
of the Apottles, cannot make them fubjects to
any other Ecclefiaftical Kulers, wichont afferting
«hiat the Apoftles were Governours over one
ancthie. ; which we find not that they do. It
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4. It was many hundred years before Arch-
Bilhops had any Governing power over Bithops, -
or exacted any obedience from them ; being not.
Epifcopi Epifcopornm (as the Carthage Fathers 1
Cyprian profefled. )But were only fuch as had the
firlt feats and ‘voices in the Synads. £

5. The queftion therefore is, whether fuch
Oaths, as neceflary to 2 Bifhops confecration, be
to be Approved and confented to? : =

XXVI. An Oath of Canonical obedience. alfo is
put upon all that are made Priefts and Deacons :
And Priefts at their ordination muft make this
Covenant, that they [ wi# reverently abey theit
Ordinary,, and othr chief Minfpers, unte whom is
committed the charge and Gouernment. @er them. )

. The ordinary is not only the Bithop, but
alfo the Chancellour, Officials, Serrogates, Comif-
faries, Arch=Deacons; and all that are Judges in
the Ecclefiaftical Courts. :

3. to ohey them that are thus de faite fer over
us, is no lefs than to obey them in the excercife
of that power which is given them 2s {0 fet
over us. 4

4. The doubt is, whether they that take any
of them to be Ufurpers of an Ecclefiaftical -
power, which indeed they have not ( and can
prove it to be o) fhould {wear or Covenant
obedience to them as fuch. e g1t is commonly
confefied by the Conformifls that the true power
of the Keys, of ecommunicatson and dbfolution .
is appropriated by Chrift to the Clergy : And yet
our Chancellours being lay men, do decrerively
excercife . that power. The quettion is, may we
fwear or Covenant to obey them? '

5. And feeing Chrift never gave one Presbyter

: 04 o he



http://arem.de
http://far.es

-
[2007]
- A
the Government of others, as Archdeacons,
Surrogates, Officials, &c. whether all the reft
may {wear obedience tq them, orApprove of
and confent to the ye of fuch Qaths? And
dxver:s Councils have condemned it as a dangerous
practice for Bithops to ‘tie fubje Presbyters
o them by Oaths, - :
XXVIL Minifters. that live among the people
- have greateft ,advantage to know the penitent
from the impenitent. :

2. Butiitis the forefiid lay Chancellours,who
ufually know nothing of them but by reports,
that excommunicate  and abfolve them. And the
Parith-Minifer’ muft (as a civer readeth a
proclamation or fentence of 2 Judge ) openly
read thefe excommunications and abfolutions.

3. Thele cxcommunications muft pafs accor-
ding to the Canons, againf all thar fhall affirm
that [ there js anything inthe book_of Commzon-
Frayer repuagnant 1o the Scripture or any of the 39,
Azticles erroneous, or any of  the Rites and Cere=
monies fuch as bhe 74y wot witha good confricnce
[ubferibe to, or that the Government by drch-
Bifloops, Bifrops, Deans, Srch-Deacons and the reft.
that bear Offce in the Church of Evigiand,is repug-

' nant.to the word of God,or that any thivg in the form.
and manner of ma 10 & confecratingls Jrops, Pricffs
or Deacoys is reprgnantto the word of God, &e. |

4- The prefent doubt is whether 4 Misitter
who knoweth fich of his Parifh to be gadly,,
peaceable men,whom the Chancellour decretive-
Iy cxcommunicateth, may both openly read and
declare fuch €xcommunications and alfo fwear or
Covenant {0 to do,in obedience to the Ordinary.
And whether when he knoweth that wicked
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Impenitent man ig abfolved, he may pronounce
fuch abfolutions, : LA
 XXVIL The Oath of Canonical obedience
| feemeth to mean obedience according to the
- Canons: And he that Covenanteth to obey his -
,. - ordinary, myft be fuppofed to mean no lef than
‘ '_é’ccam'ing to the Canon Laws by which be is
“ownto govern, ] and as Government thereby is.
- €xcercifed : ; Sk
2. And if fo,then there are-more things in the
Canons and prefent Government, which the Non-
Conformifts 'dare not fwear or Covenant to
- Obey (befides thofe already named, ) than we
will now ftand to enumerate. Folk. o8
XXIX. The Rubrick faith that[ the Minifter

’

o3liged to give an acconnt of the [ame to theOrdinary
Within 14 daies after,.at the furtheft. P
g 2. If all that by grofs ignorancc,. ‘Atheifm,

Infidelity, Saddncifi, Herefie, Schifin, Drun-

kennefs, Whoredom,Stealing,Malice,&c, are un-
capable of the Communion be prefented to :
the Ordinary within 14 daies, no charity that
is guided by knowledge of the common fiate of
-the people, can think, that in Zosdsy, Diocefs
there would be fewer than many fcore thoufinds
prefented at once, And in other Dioceffes many
{core hundreds at Jeaft, -

3. Some Miniftérs dwell a hundred Miles or

5

.Of them (0 much at Zondon or abroad, as that ic
camnot be expeted that all thefe muft be prefen-~

ted to the Bifhop bimfelf, but to the Chan-
cellours coure, as is ufpal,

4. The ChancelloursCourt is {o far from moft
— : Minifters *

i vepelleth any from the Sacrament, fball be

- neer from the Bifhops.And the Bifhops are divers -
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 Minifters in- the Land, and the profecuting
~many when proof is demunded, will be o

chargeable and rake up fo much time, as that
it will undo munv poor Miniiters, that have
fcarce enough ro maintain their families 5 and I¢

-will take up the time which they fhould ufe in

the neceffury labours for their flocks,

5. The Chuncellour is, a lay man to whom
thev muit be prefented: And the iffue will be but
a hav mans excommunicating them, if obftinate;
or ablving them : Which is not juftified by the

Bifhops themielves,

6. At.the faid Chancellours court things aré
minaged as at a civil judicature : There is 00
that endeavour to convince finners by Scripturc,
and to draw them to rrue Repentance, by hum-
bling evidence, intreatics and prayers for them,
as fhould be for the faving of a foul from fin:
But the charges of the court fces, and the fears
of a prifon after excomsunication, maketh it an
unacceptable and as unlikely means to convert
mien as the frocks. :

~. Therefore for a minifter to prefent all his
Parifhioners to fuch courts, whom he is bound
to deny the Sacrament to, were but tO ‘make
him feem their greateft and croelleft enemy, an
torender him uncapable of ever ( probably
profiting them by his Miniftry any more ; an

- confequently, greatly to promote their damna-

tion and make them almoit hopelefs as to reco-
very. And if by this terrour they tell tbe
Chancellour that they Reponr, how fittle fatil-
factionis that to the Miniiter, that never faws
himfelf, any figns of thcir repentance,

8. The doubt is then, whether the vfe of this
: : Rubrick
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u Rubrick may be Approvedand Confented t0.

)l 9 Efpecially confidering that all the Parifh
who receive not thrice a year, ( of which Eafter

~.muit be one for them 4il) muft be prefented to

"4 the {aid ordinary, and alfo all that come not to

@il Church ; By which means divers Parifhes about

B London muft have fome 10000, fome 20000,
4l fome 30000, fome 40000, OF 50000, that have

9 .8 no room in the Church, all prefented if this Law

' af Were executed. ;
l if ']  XXX. We have reafon to doubt whether the
p’{, . A& of Uniformity it felf be not part of the

g

| Books which we muft fubfcribe Affent and Con-
¥ fent ro 5 becaufe it is fo faid in the Book it felf':
‘4 The Contents of, the Book are firft named mn
' general, and then this At named among the
il Contents, Either it is part of the Contents, ot
itis not ; if it be not, we muft not affent and
confent to that falfhood (that it is;) If it be, O
| far be it from us that believe a God, 2 judg-
4 ment, and a life to come, and the facred Scrip-
W é its, penalties, filencing and ruining fuch ascon-
! %A form not. One of’us that was oft with the grear,
‘(o?ig.« | Wife, juft Lord Chief Juftice Hales, hath heard
{ho‘.',l.,,'f! him lamenting the Schifms and difcords of
¢ b"#@zﬂ the Clergy, ferioufly fuy, that [ T4ere was no
’,{flamﬂ . “ﬁ;’;:_ way to heal ns, but by a New Alt of Uni=
"ilf’ﬁ”‘ forinity.] (And hath his fate Writings againft
gl il
;:t',‘b"’,.f%ry additions;) And cthe Reporter taketh not
W“k * him(If to be wifer than him, nor meet to, Af~
ey fenc and Confent to fuch a Law, confidering the
@ experience of chefe feventeen years, and the con-
i fequents on mens divided and exafperated minds,
upon

" tures, to Aflent and Confent to that A& with all -

laying Concord or Religion upon mens unnece{~
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upon_the Congregations, ‘upon Minifters and
Families, and upon the flate and fecurity of the
Chriftian Religion; and the Proteftant Caufe,&c.
As to them chat fay that the A& nameth L
Book as diftinct from it felf; we anfwer, 1.8S0dO
the Titles of Acts of Parlizment name ‘the Al
it felf as diftint from the Title, and yet we fup-
pofe that Title parc of the A&. 2. The Book

nameth the AG as part .of its Contents, as IS
aforefaid. :

If we fhould by miftake think fome of thefe :
paflages to be unlawful that dre not, or tohave
a worfe fenfe than indeed they have, let thefe
things be'confidered. :

1. We judge as well as'we are able; and what-

- everfenfe another takes them in, we thatfo un-
derftand them cannor take thei, : ol

2. We judge of the fenfe by the plain worces
the force and’ firecch is not by as, bue by tho¢
that conform and contradict our f’enfe.. 1

3. The Law-givers willnot otherwife expoun
their own words, after 17 years waiting for
it' under Compuliive Executions: Certainly S
they would have us underftand their words C]?ns
trary to common ufe, they would rather te Ud
fo after feventeen years time, than ruinc us, an
forbear {0 eafie 2 means to heal the Chutchﬁf- :

4. Some of us fo highly value the exce efn :
Prelettions of Bithop Sanderfon de ]","“mg?io’-
and his judgment, againft taking and cxpoun.r“g '
Oaths(and confequently profeflions and promi Cn_. '
in a firetched or a doubtful fenfe, and his CO? i
fel to refufe them, when the fenfe is d%ul:)ltleun;
i i ound thf
if the Rulers or Impofers will not egp (though

A}
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own {enfe ;) With much more which he hath ex-
gt cellently faid to fuch'purpofes, that we thank-

¢ fully acknow]cdge that ' he hath much helprt for
¢ to fortific us againft the guilc of perjury, and

* 8 and deceiving pur Governours by equivocations

! and falfe expofitions, and {candaloufly tempting

others to perjury, lying, orfuch otherfins,

! We take an underftanding,ferious(and if it may

- be publick)) owning of the Baptifmal Covenant

inage to be of {o great moment to the reviting

, oftrue Chriftianity and the honour of Baptifim

- and cure of Anabaptifin; that it greatly grievethl

! us that we muft defpair of its effectual prattife ,

£ when we meet with few that feem not to app-

rove it. The words of a very Learned and Great

Conformift Mr Elderfield of Baptifm pag. 48,

- marg. We think worthy ourrecital. ) B
‘¢ Upon {core of like reafon (faith he)) whereto,

© ““and for fuch after tryal, may have been raken

#  upinthe Chriftian Church, that examination
| ““whichdid fift the confancy or rather confiftency

- ““of thofe that had been taken in young, to
¢¢ their prefumed grounds, that if they wavered

“ they remained conftant, they might by im-
‘¢ pofition of handsreceive what the Gommoner
“name of that Ceremony did import, of their
““faith ( at leaft a fign of ) Confirmation.
“ Vafguez hath from Erafmus ( in the Preface to
* his Paraphrafe on the Gofpels ) a word of moft
“: wholfom grave and prudent advife, that thofe
£ to write man, fhould be examined, an ratum

, habeant

€ though they fhould bid us take them in our .

fallhood, and prophaning the holy name of God,

¢ they might be known and difcharged, or if

who were Baptized young, when they begin
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 habeant id guod inCatechifino ipfornm woriive jiros
< myffums :  Qrod fi ratum non bhabeant, ab Ecclfic
“c]unfdiﬁionf liberos maneresin 3 p-Thoms.difp-1§ 4
“To.2, ¢, 1 fel. 2. If they did then frand
 to what their fureties promifed for them, If
“not theyfhould be difcarded. Moft neceffary !
“and of unimaginable benefit! Sucha ferutiny
“would fhake off thoufinds of rotten hypocrites;
“and purge the Church of many fuch Infidel
<« be!ieverg or profeffours, upon whofe dirty
** faces a little holy water was {prinkled when
¢ they knew not what it was ; but they no more
e e 3 )3
mind the true fanctification appertaining than

“ the Turks or Saracens ( who fhall rife up in
« Judgement againft their wathed filthinefs, ) or
““than thofe of whom St. Perer [ It is hapned
“ to them according to the true proverb : The
‘¢ dog to his vomit, and the wathed fwine to
““ wallow in the mire.] Such difcipline of awake-
“ned Reafon is that the world groans for ;

““that men’ would become Chriitians. O that

¢ the truth of faith, and power of true Chriftian

““belief might be feen in thofe that knowingly

¢ put the neck in Chrifts yoak.] So far he. Se€

alfo Dr. Patrick of Baptifim. And of our felves

Mr. Haumer and Baxrer have written Treatifcs

only on this fubje@, to fhew that fuch true

Qonfirmadon would be the moft excellent means
to heal moft of our enormiities and divifions.

And.fhall fuch Jefuics as Pafquez, fuch:mode-

rators as Erafmus, and Proteftant Conformifts,
and Nonconformifts, all thus fpeak for it,and yet
uo hope ? No wonder if a word or ceremony
that we difagree in, can make our wound fo fad

as we have felr, when that which we in WOTd:
agre




T207]

‘agree for, and that not as a thing indifferent, bar

fo neceffary, cannot yet be obtained thcugh g
perith.  Dead Images of all goed things, 1s but

the life and real good : Dead fhews and Images

‘ofgood, are Hvpocrifie ; fincerity is reality, 1e-
rioufnefs and life. We take our Baptifm to be "
our Chriftening, or the famme of the Chriftian.

Religion: And it i¢ bur for men to de thar fe-
rionfly at Age, which they did in Infancy by
others anthorized (or others for them) which is
the Converfion which we daily preach : And it
grieveth us to fee what multitudes, when aged,

a life as they have vowed, and yet think that
they frand to their Bapti‘mal Covenant, And
till the Paftors of the Charch make a ferious

underftanding and confideration of their Baprifin,
and a ferious owning it, and renewing of that
Covenant, we cannot hope that the people will
be ferious Chriftians ; or thar men will not think
that ferious Anabaptifts are better chan Hypo-
crites that contemn their Baptifm.

——

SECEECTT

The Second Part of the Matter
- of Conformaty.
HE Firft Part de fatfo, being contained in
__the Canonical Subfcription, and the Decla-
ration; hath been opened: The Second Part is
o : ‘ the

the laft and moft effe@ual means of deftroying

. never ferioufly think either what they did or re-
_ceived in their Infancy ; and how many hate fuch

work ofir, to bring all their Parifhes to a ferious

i o
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the cafe of Reordination. Either they that te-
quire Epifcopal Ordination for all that were o-
therwife ordained when Bithops were put our,
do intend ita fecond Ordination or not, 1f yea,
then itis a thing condemned by the ancient
Churches, by the Ganons called the Apofiles,&c.
and by Gregory 4. and’ others likened 1o Ana-
baptiftry. Ifnot, then they take fuch mens for-
mer Ordination to be null, and confequently no
Minifters to be true Minifters that are {o ordain-
ed, and not by Diocefans; and confequently all
fuch Churches to be no ‘trge Churches (while

they take the Roman Ordination to be valid.)TO .

{peak of the confequences of this as to the nul-

 lity of Baptizings and Confecration of the Lords

Supper, &c. and of the taking of God’s name in

+ vain in the Office if it prove evil,would be to go

further than the Matter of Fad.

SEC T.udah
Tle Third Part of Conformity.

THE Third Part of Cc;nformity is the Sub-

fcribing againft the obligation from the

Vow [ To endeavonr any change or aiteration ofGe=

vernment in the Church,] with the Oxford Oath
[ That we wili ncver endeavour any alteration s ]
and the Articles for our Preldcy ; and the Ordi-

. mation-promife, and Qath of Canonical Obedi-

ence before-mentioned, as to this point toge-
ther. ; .
2. Even thofe Nonconformifts that are for the
lawfulnefs, yea the need and defirablencfs of Bi~

. > fhops,
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fhops, and Archbifhops, have fo much azainft
this Sublcripsion; as that to avoid prolixity, we
will forbear reciting the particulars, any further
than to tell you, that while a thoufand or many
hu“.dl’.(“d Parifh- Churches are all without any
Particular gppropriate Biftops (great Towns and
Villages) when in Zgnatizs's daies the Unity of
_€ach Church was known by having Owe Alsar;
- and Qua.: Bifbop, with the Presbysers and:Deacons,
And Ferom detineth a .Church to be Plebs; uniza
Epfeepo 5 and confeqaently they are without the
Difcipline and Paftoral overfight of fuch Bithops;
fyl  and while all thefe Parithes are, in the old fenfe
- become No Churches -(for ubi Epifcopps, 1vi Eo-
¢lefia) but only Parts of a Diocefan Ghurch: And
while the old form of Churches, Presbyters and
Bithops is thus changed :1 - And while one Bifhap
- huth now more work of ‘Diftipline  ( befides
Confirming and all his other work) than an hun-
dred of . the ableft and beft men can do ;- and o
fuch Difcipline is;neceflarily undone : And while
the Cafe is as if the Bithop of Carthage had pug
down,, fixthundred neighbour-Bithops, and be-
- come the fole Bifhop of al] their Churches ; ot
as, ifall the Schools in a Diocefs have but. one
i Governing. School-mafter, who had power to
Judge what Scholar. to receive or to refufe : And
while the Keys are to be exercifed by Lay-men,
thefe will be unfatisfying things. ik £
3.  The Conformifts are not agreed, of  the,
meaning of thefe Subfcriptions and Oachs; {Hme
think that they covenant only to Jebmit to them
(ath(’l}g{lthey diflike them :) But others think .-
tha it is al(o o approve the Government. Some
think thav it is only Bifkeps that they are boupd
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0 : Butothers fav, that.tlie word Ordinary cer=

tainlv fianifieth ‘more than Bifbiops, even Lay-
Chancellours,  And'that'the firecired Canon €x=
prefly namech muny-orhers; even with-an¢' ca-

tera, [ebe'rifr tba't'"b'm_”f‘éﬁbé;? Andf"”’f' ;‘”‘l.‘f‘"”":'

207 molt deeds mean more pas [uny alteration it
Scare] fure: extendeth “tosmote than not endea-
Vouring r‘u'[z:bm, 20 Muaavohy or the K ing '/Ji?ﬁﬁé[-]

“Some fay that by [ner eridv avionring] -is Mcant

only D:qti;m’l»wfh/i}"_«‘ei;a'«;.viuo"hrih‘g‘:]ii'but ‘not t'h'?t
‘all endeadirs ace forbidden,viz. not'petitioning,
fpeaking ‘witen called; &e." Others fay that if €x-

ecprions hidd -beett alowed:, the Law:makers

would bave made e KiOw i, and not have {po-

Jen ufiver(a 1y o KiG thapif you dgpound 1T.0

tui)!;l.”izl C”?}‘(Z{k;d%’/u[}‘l?j &Y tﬁ'l’l;k.uvv'e‘ all l;ll‘t’ll'<_é't lrlb 6(‘—
ty tojudge whac igdunlawtiily ‘and dll"Semiima-
tickswill takeitheOuh &n Stibfeription, becdufe
they held their endedvours to'extirpare Prelacy
t0 beé van fill. - Someday that one ‘may endeavour
in his place wnd calling, to take the:Church-Keys
out (;fr'hé‘bdndg‘of. Lg/};v;;'(_;ﬁan'cfuol,rs noth‘ti'f‘l-r
ftanding this Sungri[gfi'(?)_lx ahQ’Qu‘lh. But .()"Lt';er‘g
ore:gnserinor 1y fay) that the very adfral GoZ
vernmient Of Keys ‘Lc-i'r-g in ;he'hahds‘qf Lgy—
Chincelliug, if it bind L4 nor againft endeavour-
ing’ to change thefe, it"binds us 1o uorhirg that

take lib: rey after Wnideifal” Qathis ahd ’:‘P'iomlﬁj
1o make fuch exceptions; hey neproach the B
makéff\’\l #s.if in fuch erémendous t~hm"g:°’ 'f‘?s'there.
they kavw nor how ro put their L““"m : “T‘Otds
intelligible, and ‘of common fenfe ¥ And thf)’ re-
lax all fiich {acred ‘bonds, Some fay t.hat. in [1¢
endeavorinngis excepted. Lunlefs the King g

: miffion
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- mffion of command u5:] Bat-othiers fay, that if the
v Law giverswould have had fuch exceptions,they
- had wit'enough to have puc them in': And that if
. you leave it to men to except from univer{ils,
« you cannot tell them Where to ftop: And" that
- the ufe of the Qath and Subfcription is, chut the
- Church-Government be taker for unalterable. =

o =
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- The Fourth Tdﬂ"qffonformz’zy.

W IV, HE Fourth Part of Conformity.is the:
. & -Subfeription againft the obligationof the !
4 Oath called the Solemn Vow and Covenant.Cor-.
poracions are conftiruted by Declaring; - that:
there is no obligation {rows it t0 any one without .
exception : : Buc Minifters muft cnly fubferibe |
. that there 15 no oélz’gﬂtiah-ran“rhe;‘or,cm any ozlx’et.‘
§ perfong from the-Quarhy ===to chdzavinr. any change
¢ or alteration of Government ik the Cbzz‘rcb.],

2. It.is none of the Controverfie here, Iy
Whether that vow was lawfully impofed or
contrived, 2. Nor whether.it were lawfuly raken.

v 3.Nor whether part ofithe matter was unlaw-;
#% ful. But fuppofing all thefe unlawtul, - 7. Whe=
¢ ther all. aleration of Church Government be
% unlawfulz whether it be riot in the power of the
King and Parliament, ‘to feca Bithopintevery.
Market Town:  or to take the ufe of the Keys”
from Laymen: or to take down Archdeacons;:
- Officials, Commiffaries. Sarrogates, &c ¢ Whe=
- ther all Reformation be out of the potwer of the
King ; or not to be defired by the people 2
B el WS 3. Whes
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Whether that whieh is- ZLawfid may not be done-
by .the Law -mekers, and-be endeavoured by
fpeech. in Parliament;. or by petition by the
people; s Eff.ecially if the King Command! it?”
3:Whether men besnos bound by:a Fow, to that”
which is: Lawfila much: more to that: Which is

antecedenly ardueys, o 0 -
3. The Conformifts are here difagreed among

themfelves; fome fay that the Pow bindeth not

becauie it was yulawfully impofed : But othere
better fay, thatthis proveth no ‘more, bar that
the Impofers could, not bind me totake it by any

aithoruy of therrs; And thar if I had taken it .

Jeerae werbout svspofirion 1'hzd beénboand by i
Elsi no private Vow! fhiould bind Some fiy that it

binds not becaufe itwas i fiflprakens But others’

trely fay that if Qurhs bind notwherever men
tuke them finfully, no-wicked man fhould ever be

bound by Oaths or Vows, becaufe they ufually

makechem finfully bveancills ends and intention,
wrong motives, orillk principles or-manner:  OF

at leatt a bad man mishr choofe whether ever:

Fe will bewobliged': But all gocd cafnifts agree,
thar it the marter be lawful the wnlawfinktaking
hinders northe oblization, A man that isBap’
tized with ill:motives or intentions, - is yet obli-
ged by his Bajirifmal Vow.Some fay that ivrbir-ds
not beeuufe the marrer it felf i e oh: B
its granted that ivbindeth to no unlawful mat-
ters Others therefore: truly fay that he that
/‘V(H'Vl‘»lh‘ i thmgs whereof ' threeare ﬁﬂ‘ﬁll) 15
novdichliged by the “conjunction of ‘thefe from
the Grher theee that are.Lawful ¢ Els a Knave
’mayf k((«}) hi[‘ﬂfflf dfob!lged as o ’-3”~VOVV5, bY
putting in fome. unlawful thing. Some fay th;:

\
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.it'binds mot becaufe we were antecedent]v bound
~ toallithatis good by otherbonds;and cherctore
not by this, But ‘orhers truly fav, thar thisis@
“moft intolerable reafon and wonld nulliie our
Baprifmal Vow, and all oar'facramentsl Vows
rencwed; -and all Covenaats that ever man cdn .
make to God of any dutvi For Gods swn Laws
firft bind us to every duty : Bur for all thar our
own “Wows, Covenants and promifes ficondarily
bind us alfo : - Anda man may have many. obliga-
tians to one dury; Yea indeed the Covenanters
ordinarily profe(s that they rhink not that a man
thould Vow any thing to God bur what God
firft hath made his duty.  And theyare agdinft
the Papifts for making Religions and duties to
themnfelves which God never made: And there-
fore they profefs that if fome things 10 the
Covenant were not their duty  before, they
would not:chink ‘thac they are bound to it now s
And they profefsthat if they had never taken
that Vow they had been bound to all that by it
they are bound to: Andtherefore condemning
- that Vow doth no whit'fecure the Government -
of the Church (e..g. Lay Chancellours ufe of the
Keys, or thed firuttion of d:feipline ) from, their
‘Lawful endeavours to-alter it And they profefs
that feeing the King hath power to command
them Lawful things, if they had Vowed any
‘thing meerly Indifferent it would nothave bound
them againti the Kings Commands ; ‘Becaufe it
is not in (ubjedts power, by Vowsto withdraw
themfelves from cheir obedience to authority.
Some fay that'the Proclamation of King Charies
the firftagainft the Covenancnull'd the obligation.
But others crly fay, 1. That it could. nullro
P 3 ~“more .
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more than the Zampofirion to take it, and ot the
obligation. when it’s taken, in neceffary things:

-2 That this is nothing to all them rthat took

it cfiermard,.and ‘that: when Charles 11, had
( though injurioufly)- been  drawn ‘to” declare
for it.Some {ay thut it binds not becaufe men
topk it #nwillingly.” But others truly fay, I. that -
this wounld leave it inthe powey of a bad man
to nullifie all Vows and contracts, by faving that
he did them unwillingly = 2. That man hath free
wiil and cannot be compelled : And 2 Vow of a
thing. Lawful to fave ‘ones life binderh: Men
mult rather die than lie. 3. This would teach
Subjects to {ay thar they take all Oaths of Alle-
glance to the King onwillingly - and: therefore
are noc-bound, 4. Irs true that no man thac for-
ceth another irjiriouflvite a promife can claim
to bimfelf any right” from that. which was not

Aree bur ‘procured by liis own injurious violence

or fraud 5 But God wrongeth nene, . and a Zew 10
God bindeth though procured by fisful force by

men. Some fay. that,Ic was: onlya League and -

Covenant with ten; and not a Vow, and there-
fore ceafeth ceff inte occafione, and by the confent
of Parliaments,&c.  _4nf. There is'no place for
the belief of this objecion to any that knoweth

. ‘aVow otherwife than by the name : Indeed

an: Outh that is but an appeal to God, that 1 will
faithfully perform my Covenant with a man,
obligeth me not when that man hath difcharged.
me from any. obligation to him. But this in
queftion ‘was primarily a premife or - Covenant
made to God ( whichis a Vow, ) and a Leagu€

. and Covenant of men with one another that they

will perform it; as is notorious to any man that
§0.11 ; R readeth
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readéth it with common underftanding.’ .
11, The fecond t?ing’f'quelﬁ(med sbout-that -
Vow( and the maid ) is, whether every Mini-
fter muft or may become the judge of all other
mens Canfciences and obligations o three King-
doms, even of many thoufands whom they never
faw nor heard of, and that o far as to abfolve
or juftife them from all obligations by “that
Vow to endeavour any Church reformarion. ‘
3. It is here fuppofed 1. That though men
ought to take an Oath inthe fence of a.Lawful
" Governour fo far as they know it, -yet that
they ‘are not bound beyond tlieplain meaning of
the. words to the fenfe! of Ufurpers': There-
~ fore they know not but the King and Lords, &c.

- might take ‘the fame words:in another meaning

than the obtruders ‘didvintend ;- e.'g, t0 reform
according to Gods Word and the: exampl: of the
beft reformed Churohes might fignifie ‘to'them an
oppofition to Presbyrery. AT
2 That if men mifteke the fence 'of theIm-
pofers,’ they are bound to keep-an Qath in the -
Lawful fence in which ' they rook :t. And then
how knoweth ~every Minifter in- what fenfe
every man in the three Kingdoms took it 2 And |
how is he able to iy that no one mun of them
all is obliged by it to' endeavour a Liwful and.
-neceffury reformation? - - St DD
3. And as to the former Argument. that men
were forced to ity many of the Old Parliament are
yer living, and  muny others, that then forcéd
athers to it, and were not forc:d to it themfelves. -
"4 And if the prefent Parliament-men could
(“P?“{’What'»cdn]pleﬁ0n~ foever) Vow toreform,
-4 fe:and‘alous:Miniﬁcrs,.chating;Drunkennefs,'
0D P 4 .. - PoperY,
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. Popery, &c."and tlien would command &l Mi

nifters on pain of filencing to fubferibe that no

man is bound to ‘perform fhatr Vow, rhis would

rot do them-any {ervice, but involve each Sub=

feriber in. ¢he guilt of & mulricudes perfidioufs
nefs.

SECT.  XIiI,
V.. The Fifih 'T&rt of Conformity.

1FFHE, The Fifth Part of Conformicy is the
' Subferibing of the faid Declaration, and

taking the Oxford Oath, as it concerneth Crvil
GOmemem{Uiz. [It 35 not lawful on any preteice
Whatfacver to take Arms againft the Kung 5 and
that 1 do abbor that traiterous pofition of taking
Arims by bis antioority aganft bus perfon,or aganft
thefe thar are commiffioned by bim.] I purfuance,
of thar Commiffion, Feer : ’
2. Here the Quettion is not of the firft Claufe,
of rakirg crms spainft the King ; but only of
the laft [againft thfe that ave commiffioncd by
him] the Minifters being moftly ignorant of
Law, and not knowing what is called a Commif-
JSror, and what feal makech it foch: For as they
are farisfied that no true Legal Commflion of
the King may be refifted, fo while the unex-
pounded words have no limitarion or exception,
they dare not think that a Lord Chancellour or

- Keeper hath power at his pleafure to depofe the
_King, by fealing Commiffions to any to f‘ClZ€‘10n
- his Forts, Garrifons, Mugazines, Treafure, Na-

vies or Guards; nor-yet to deftroy the King-
g S0 doms,
2 ¥
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: ﬂbms} Cities, Taws and Judgments, and feize
at pleafare on all mens eftates or lives. And they
- dare not fiear or fubferibe that which the ge=
. nerality of Learned men, Heathens, Papifts and
- Proteftants, Politicians, Lawvyers, and Divines
are commonly againft, it being too great pre=
- fuming on their own wits to fay or {wear, that
almoft all the world are inthe wrong (‘even men

- Wifer than all thefe. ~ An Qath therefore being -
t0 be taken puderftandingly, theit not underffand-
ing this, cauferh their refofal 5 and it pleafechnot
the Law givers ro explain it to them. ;
3. But though this be a very tmportant bufi-
nefs, we are fo unwilling to meddle with mareers
of our Rulers Power, as being lefs perrinent to
our funtion, and the late debartes in cthe Houfe
of Lords (as fome body bath publifhed them)
have (3id fo much in this cafe, that we think it
bett to fuy no more of it

S REE X

V1. The SixthPart of Conformity or Qbe-
duence confequently requzred of Muuzflers.
ITH E Sixtﬁ part of Obedience required of
« aforefiid, We muft defert onr former flocks, though
| they defire ws to contsnme onr care of them, and that

we give ouer onr preaching the Gofpel of [alvation
1o any byt ouy familics, o four more and that %o

" Lards Supper, &ey
it o 2. The

in-their own profeffion) - and that yet they are .

us confequently is, that till we cando alt

man ot ordained by Dsocefans admumnifter the,
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" 2. The queftion is not whether we fhould
give up'the Temples and Tyrhes, and all pub -
lick M intenance when ever it is required of us:
'Ihough‘S,t..Ambvafe would not obey the Empe-
rour Zaléatizias, in giving op one Temple which
he could fpare, to the Ar#iwis; yet the Noncon-
formifts are ofanother judgment,and think them
allin the Magiftrates power : Buat it is the Office,
Relationand Work,, that they dare not renounce
or ceale from; without a betger difcharge.

3. Yet they judge, that where troly there'ls
noneceflity of their 'labours; or they thould do
more hurt thart good: by ' Preaching, icis their

~duty,when forbidden,toforbear : But not becaufe

any will fiy, we are Judges, andic is {0, when

‘notorioufly it is' not f0.

4. But this requireth a larger difquifition than
we may here ftay to muke.

.
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VII. The Seventh Part of reqm’red ,
Obedicnce, %

I-"F'H E Seventh Part of the Obedience re-
quired of us, is that we come not wathin
Jve milzs of any City or’ Corporation which fendet/J
Burgeffes to Parliament o to any other place what-
cver, where we have ever preached fince the Aét o
Oblivion; except on the Rode or fummoned.

- 2. Many: Miniffers- have their friends, houfes,
and all that they have, in thofe forbidden  pla=
ees, S S A : .

3- The greatelt places being moft ,popx;:g;lz
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have moft neéd of Preachers, many fouls being ~
more precious rhan few, and ' the publick Tea~
chers that have many thoufands, needing more
help than they cthat have bur litile charges.

4. Few Minifters are rich enough to be able
to fell their houfes and goods at lofs  when per-
haps none will take them,) and to take houfes in

~other Coantries. - et :

5. ‘A grear part of the Land is feated fo neer
Corporations,that it is hard to find'a place that is

~ above five miles-otf them ; And fome Minifters
“have Preached about in'fo' many places, that it is
hard to find a place within their reach, above
five miles from the places which they have
preached in: * And in {uch places, it is rare to
find empty houfes, and Landlords that will let
themon terms which they are capable of: fo
“hdrd to them:is this confinement, = . -
‘ 6. They think that men can no more difoblige
| them from preaching to many in Cities and Cor=
' porations, than to four or five in Villages; feeing
‘the Chiarclies of old were planted moft in Citles,
and Chrift faich not, [forfake all the fouls in Gi-
ties if they bid yon,] but [When you are perfecu-
cuted'in one City flyro another] ;
= 75 Though we live not to eat, we muft eat to
live; and when Minifters that have nothing, are
tike to beg or fimifh among ftrangers in poor
Villiges;and bigaer places do more call for help, -
- and will -allow them bread, they think it no fin
- toeat bread dny more than to give bread too-
- thers that are in want. o3 T g
*8.The former Laws fend them when they are
in‘beggerv,co be kept by the Parifhes where they
laft lived ; and thic Law forbids them to come
“Within five miles of them. S SHCT.
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- The Adjunts and other NMatters
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SECT. XV

1SS sagreed pn,
v Whach affright the Nonconformufts,

T é S there are fome fins far greater,and more

terrible to confcience than others, f0-ag- -

gravating Ad junéts oft make them fuch: And
thefe here feem very frightful. We are not now
charging any others with fin, nor proving the

- anlawfulne(s of what we fear, but exprelling the

Matter of Fact agreed on,which doth affrighr us.

L Both fides agree, that irisa great aggrava-
tionof fin to be done by a - Minifter of Chrift, a
perfon confecrated o holy work , to preach

truth and holinefs, and ferve ar the Altar: For

our Doltrine will be the lef regarded, and men
will be tempted to follow our bad example, who
are bound tobe to them patrerns of puriry and
obedience.to God : ‘And Chriftian and Proteftant
Religion is ‘moft injured by Ainffersfins,

II. Itis agreed that our Afinifberiai fins which
we do as if they were part of our Office in the

. publick Affemblies, bave a fpecial aggravation

differing from mens fecrer perfonal crimes.

II. It is agreed that Lying and Perjury -are
fins of {o heinous a nature, as that they tend to
overthrow humare rtruft and converfe, and all
Societies, and deprive Princes of part of the fe-
Curity duc to them for their lives and Crowns:
And that in a Preacher of the Gofpel they are
intoﬂcrab!e, tending to tempt the hearers to be-
lieve nothing that we fay, .

; Iv. It

Sl R
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¢ IVi-It is-agreed. that by aflertion to abfolve
thoufands of perfons known or unknown, and ju~
frific them, - if chey (hould prove:guilty of fuch
a crime, and fo to.draw on our felves the guilt of
many: thoufand - perjuries, would be a fin of as
heinogs a nature as moft we canimagine. -

V. It is agreed by Proteftunts, chat all Oaths,
Covenants and Laws,muft be underftood accord-
ing' to the plainand vlpal ferfe of the words,un=-
lefs our Rulers otherwife expoundithexﬁ', and tell
us that they mean fomewhatelfe, '
< VI lt is “agreed that though Judges muft
determine of the fence of Laws, fo far asto de—
cide the cafes that are broughtto them; yee
none can make an univerfalcbligatory expofition
ofa Law, to bind the fubje&@s confcience in un-
derftanding it but the Sovereign and Lawgivers
themfelves: Elfe a Judge might becomea Ee=
giflator and: fruftrate the Kings Laws by his
expofitions. If Judgements be the expofitorsand
prefervers of Common unwritten Laws which are

nftems, it 'is becaufe ivis the Law-makers OF
Severeigns will that it fhall be fo. a7
VI It is agreed by all Proteftants’ that
firetching the words of Laws,Oathsand Promifes
to meanings quite- differing from the Common
ufe of the words, without tl1e'di{é&icu:(g£thé.

Law-makers 1o to do, and ‘taking fuch Oathsor
Covenams with eqmvocations ' and mental refir-
. Vaticns ON pretence of .Charitable interpretations
for our-own énds and inrerefts, ismore fuitzble
to Atheifts than fincere Chriftians;’ and’ would:
overthrow humane treft, and theend of Laws
and Peinces fafery, as well as other forts of
Ferjury. Forinfiance, if one take thefubferibed

: £ Decla-




‘on] and will .thys equivocateyas theyrfiy fome -

- We are jadges when bis Gommiffions are unlawfnl

, [222] e
D_edarations that [ 7ts unlawful on any prefence
Whatfsever to rake Arms againtlthe K ing-and {0

g!u;_vzz; [Icis #nlawfnl] that 1sy againft the (Law.
of the L'and bnr nor agaiift; Gods Lasy [To rake
Arms agarnft. thie King Jtharisy as King 5 but
faith Swarez, and fuch others; when he iszxcom-
wmunicare by t/ﬂef.’_op,e besis: uo . K.n 5 LO#n any:
pretence Jthatis, Gy, they, [ wsjuft pretence ] [by
bis anthovity aguenft bis perfon; and, Souldiers ]
that is, (ay tht_,cqgivocaters,; L Ze5: well faid that!
We may nor do it by bis cdurhors V5 but we may. do it
bythe Law. of natnre and Jor by Gods Authority
Whofe. Law that is; Lagainft an) Commiffioned by
hin] that is; fay they, Zlaxfally comm: (fianed, and

S6 [We will not endeavonr -any alrerationof Govern-
mént in Chaurch or Stare] that is, fay they, 1. Not
of Lionarchy, orthe King, bur we may yet di-;
fturb any of his Officers : 2. Nor of the Eiien-
tials of Epifcopacy ; but :we may feek: to take.
down thejr. wealth and Lordfhips, and reduce
them from Diocefans to Parochial or Corpora~:
tion Bifhops :» 3. Not by unlawful meqns ; bur'we
take not thar to be -unlawfol which chey do.
What good will Ouths or Covenants taken with
fuch Latitude or Equivocation:do 2 Do they
fecure any of the ends of Governments ? Rulers
fhould abhor fich Equivocations and firecching
Latitudes as thefe, b5 ' Legandt
VL It is agreed on borh fides,that if we might
80 on this fuppofirion, thar our Rulerscan re-
quire nothing that is #nfnftor impions, or ATA
the Law or.Cuminon godd or their own mtemﬁ, an_d :
therefore that no cxpufition isto be pi an thaT
o : g Laws
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4 "Liws or Trpofizions which'is,of any firch impoviaice,
by thisruleany oath or Covenant or promife i the
“world which - Governours {hall impofe upof us,
~ “may be taken : Forwe ‘thuft put a good ferfe upon
themall: And the fénfe is the Oith or Covenant.
- IX It i eommonly agreed “that'a man may
- not deliberately tell ohe lie to fave his life, o
' “his Minifferial Tiberty s And that/ifany one'only
- of all the things impofed on us be a fin, itis the
“dutyiof @Il the Minifiérs ‘of "England rather
i to fuffer-any thing, or ro'dye than 6. Commit it
- “And that if it be one mans duty to ‘be filent ia
| fuch a cafe, it/ would be the dury of all the Mini=
fters'in the Land, ithe things be fin.*" * 10
- X2 And all fare agiéed, that to Glence all the
Jfi Minilters of the Nation, is a thing that ‘God hath
5 not given any man authority todo,becaufe of the
- neceflicy 'of their Miniftry ; and confequently not
10 filence'any neceflary Minifiry atall, = o
““ XITt'is-agreed "that Satan would fain corrupt
States and “Churehés with the moft heinogs fing)
f# to “expofe them to Gods judgements and the
enemiies “fcorn @ And ‘thiat commen Perjury on
Perfidioufne(sis one oF thofe greateft fins: And
that us the Belief of the Truch is the beginning of
Chriftianity, {o Satan is a Lyer andithe‘/‘fat‘he-r of’
ofy Lics:"And he that thinkech that Saten is endea=
¢ vouring to fligmatize Perfons,Churchies or King~
domeés” with his brand of PER fhould the more
carefully avoid the receiving of that mark. .
XIL It is agreed that' God hatti'within thefé
fourteen years excercifed very grievouns Chaftife-
- ments on’ Citics' and Corporations;, by ficha
Plague‘(on Londin and many Corporations) and
. luch fites! on London, Senthwark; and many Gor-
oo 5 : ] ! pora-
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porations) and fuch increafe of Poverty, (thouglt.
-we have more liberty at Sea and Land for trade;
than almoft any Nution neer us)as thar the like
hath nor been known in our. forefathers daies:
- And that if this fhould be the Voice of Chrift,as
areproof of our pecfidiouthefs, and perjuries,
faying(excep: yerepent. ye foall alllikewi™ perifh)
"t would lcave the impenirent without all juft
excufe, v ' yef1 T
XIIL T is agreed by us all; that God-will not
hold him guilclefs who taketh his name in vain-;
efpecially by perjury or falle Vows cr Govenants;
And that for Qahs ( brokeu ) the Land may
mourn : And that he is the grand enemy of
Charch or- Kingdomes,  who wouid by, fuch fin
bring thewm under the judgments of God.: And;
as Achas, bring in an accurfed thingyi s aovio 1
XIV None can deny that, ir is betcer ro cherifh
lyom[f) and p‘dhﬁ‘ic}zcé, Qﬁ)fCid”y about Oaths and
Covenanrs which fecure Converfe and ; the lives
of Princes, than to teach men to ffrerch Confience
In fuch matrers ; and to make every feared. Con
feience capable- of the boly Minftry, preforment
and houonr; and a fear of fuch fin, 1o be the way
~ tofilence and ruine, :

XV.we agree that when Jefnites and other
Papifts have contraded che tha me of equivocation
and perfidioufnefs, Proteftants fhould X{Otpﬂ_r{ake
With them, and take the fhame on their religions

XVL Itis agreed thac when the Scors Cover
#ant is {0 greatly decryed, and the wialdrion
of the Qurps of Allegianceand. orher Oaths ?ﬂd
Covenants was found neceffiry to the killing
of the King, and. other lite’ confufions aﬂd
iquities, we fhould not after fuch Wd”;l‘;f%'
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. either infhare men in unneceffary Oaths 8 Cove-
- nants, nor harden fuch men againit Repentance,
by doing any fiich thing our felves; much lef by
commanding it, 3

XVIL. We: are agreed that to commit a fin
'by paffion or fudden furprize, is not fo wicked
as to do it on deliberation; Nor is the doing
it ouly fo bad’, as undertaking to juftifie ir;
and encourage others to do “the like.

XVIIL. -We are agreed” that ' God is jealons
-about holy things, and that wilful corrupting his
Church, worlhip or difcipline, to the difgrace of
religion and encouragement of ‘wickednefs is a
heinous fin: Efpecially to Approve fuch chings.

XIX. We areagreed that to make a deliberate
Covenant that T will fin" againft God, and to
fubferibe and declare this;  is a heinous aggrava-
tion of the fin :¢. g When the high  places
were Kept dp in fudea if any had Covenanted to
keep them wp, and purpsfed to tranfgrefs, the
wilfulnefs had been the greatnefs and dangerous
fignification of fuch finning. 15

XX. Weare agreed thar Repentance is Gods

condition of forgivenefs 5 and thac for a manto
vefolve and Covenant to /in and to profefs it openly
to all the Church, and that oft times, and (o to
venounce Repentance, is---alas--- 3 .
- XXIL Moft fober Chriftians are agreed that
"y Chriftians fhould be united upon . the termg
which Chrift himfelf hath made in che baptifmal
Covr:nant, and in their obedience to his Laws 3
and thac Papall Hfarpations and impofing of
things unneceflary as neceffary to Union, Com-
munion or Miniftration, hath been the great
cault of Schiffys through the Ghriftian world;
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