. Lz25] e
. either infhare men in unneceffary Oaths 8 Cove-
- nants, nor harden fuch men againit Repentance,
by doing any fiich thing our felves; much lef by
commanding it, 3

XVIL. We: are agreed that to commit a fin
'by paffion or fudden furprize, is not fo wicked
as to do it on deliberation; Nor is the doing
it ouly fo bad’, as undertaking to juftifie ir;
and encourage others to do “the like.

XVIIL. -We are agreed” that ' God is jealons
-about holy things, and that wilful corrupting his
Church, worlhip or difcipline, to the difgrace of
religion and encouragement of ‘wickednefs is a
heinous fin: Efpecially to Approve fuch chings.

XIX. We areagreed that to make a deliberate
Covenant that T will fin" againft God, and to
fubferibe and declare this;  is a heinous aggrava-
tion of the fin :¢. g When the high  places
were Kept dp in fudea if any had Covenanted to
keep them wp, and purpsfed to tranfgrefs, the
wilfulnefs had been the greatnefs and dangerous
fignification of fuch finning. 15

XX. Weare agreed thar Repentance is Gods

condition of forgivenefs 5 and thac for a manto
vefolve and Covenant to /in and to profefs it openly
to all the Church, and that oft times, and (o to
venounce Repentance, is---alas--- 3 .
- XXIL Moft fober Chriftians are agreed that
"y Chriftians fhould be united upon . the termg
which Chrift himfelf hath made in che baptifmal
Covr:nant, and in their obedience to his Laws 3
and thac Papall Hfarpations and impofing of
things unneceflary as neceffary to Union, Com-
munion or Miniftration, hath been the great
cault of Schiffys through the Ghriftian world;

). : £
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for about 1000 years at Jeaft: @And that they .

who will fiill obey. fuch dividing Impofers, do
continue Schifins in ‘the world by encouraging
the cavfes of them.

XXII, We are on both fides égréed, that it

were heinous hypocrifie, and prophanenefs, if we
fhonld make our facred Minifterial work the
pretended reafon for our finning, and fhould
{wear, declare or fubfcribe that which we take
to be fulfe, and do that which we take to be fin,
that we may have leave ro preach againft fin in
othcrs 5 and 1o offer God a Secrifice of iniquity s

and pur a beam wro-our own eve thar we may ‘

heve leave to Preich againft the mote that is 1B
our brothers eye. _ i

XX1l. We are afraid of making Separatifts
and Acabaprifts and tempting men to avoid us,
as feandalous men. <

XX{V. We are afraid left by .fuoch wilful fin,
we {nould by a carnal intereft, to defend what
we have once dore, be rempred o impenitence,
and to perfecure the juff,

XXV We are agiced that they thar will run
into williu! heivous fin, as they deferve 0 be
forfaken of God, fo they cannot expedt ficha
blefling on their Miniftry,as Confcionable upright
men may do. o

XXVL It is agreed that the ancient Chriftian
Paft.rs Preached againft the will of Princes for
500 vears 5 and after that againfi the will 0
Chriftian Princes  (Conffantini, Valens, Theodofiis
Funtor, Valeutinian, &€, ) And not only Apofﬂfs

aid, thar God was to. be obeyed rather than
men, but fuch as Timothy who was ordaine

by man, were charged before God and the %CO(ES
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Jefos Chrift who will judge the living and dead

at his ‘dppearing and’ Ringdom, ‘to' preach the
Gofpel and be inftant, in feafon; &e.
XXVII We are agreed that the Children of

Chriftians ;when they grow up, know no more of

God, of Heaven, of Chrift, without teashing,
than the*Children of Heathens'do : ‘And there-
fore that the opening and applying the Gofpel is
-needful in England as well as in America.
XXVII. Ic is fo far from faving unbelicvers.or
ungodly perfons, thatrthey are the Children of
Chriftians, and in the vifible Church. thit it ma-
keth their cafe’ more ‘miferable; if not worfe
than that of Sodomz and Gomorrab, :
XXIX. “As of old every fingle’ Church had
ufually many Presbyeersand Deacons with the Bi-
thep,fosit is undeniable that many of our Parithes
have work enough for many Miniiters, and conly
want of ‘maintenance is pretended for our pre-
fent paucity (with the want of worthy men.)
XXX. Itis granted us, that ta alienate confe-
~ crated perfons from the holy Miniftry cauflelly,
Is greater Sacriledge than to alienate confecrated
Lands,Goods or Temples,which are but means to
the ufe of the faid Miniftry. We are not here
accufing our filencers of this heinous Sacriledge :
Their Righteous Judge ‘and ours, will quickly
Pafs the final fenrence : Buc we ‘dare fiot,we will
not facrilegioufly filence and alienate our felves,
left we forfake our Lord,and betray mens fouls;
and be doomed as the flochful fervant that hid
his talenc, 2741 5. and bring down more plagues
upon the Land : We fear when weread x Thef 2,
15,16. the figns that wrath was conie to the yr-
moit on the Jews ; eventheir forbidding" ftien to
: Q.2 * preach
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preach the Gofpel of falvation;left we fhould con-=
tribute to fucha drea}dfu,l defertion of . this-Land.

—

3 SE € Fuor X VAL

T/ae.Caj'e:;?'/' the Mz‘mﬁ;}; fince they were filencedy
and, their Praciice (with the People:.) :

XME hufnbly crave of thofe narrow Secrs,'l

who venture to cenfure the generality,

for fomewhat which they diflike inf{ome perfons
that are neerclt to themfelves, that they would
truly underftand the cafe and practice of their
Brethren, before . they any further in Sermons
and Wriungs proveke the Magiltrate to exccute
the Laws upon them, as Schifmaticks,Seditious; «
or what accufation is readieft at band. ~
1. That the elder fort of the Nonconformifis
are ordained by Bifhops, and moft of the reit by
fuch Paftors of Churches, of Cities,Corporations
and other Parifhes aflociate, as the times then
allowed 5 and that in this Ordination (be the Ge-
remonious part right ot wrong) they are all by
Confent or Covenant devoted to the facred Mi-
niftry, and chac nor for;a-time, as hirelings, but
for life: this is denied by none that we know of.
I, It is known to all Faithful Minifters
and achers, who converfe. wicth the comunon

fort of men, thata great part of the people ©
"Evgland are ignorant of the very Effentials ?f
Chrifitanity, and a great part duil and worldly
negledters of all ferious religioufiefs; and 3 great
part fenjual, drowned in filthy flefhly fins: Be-
fides the ignorance, weaknefs,and unwarrangzble
o opinions

e
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opinions’and paflions of ‘many that are‘imore fe~
tioufly religious chan'the reft.. And. thateit is a
hard work to cure os¢ ignorant, erroneous, vi-
tious foul : “And each:one is precious; and:not to
to be. left in fin ‘as defperate ; confidering the
everlafting confequents;t i < 0 uio
ITL, It is certain that:moft great Parifhes,efpe-
cially inCities and great Towns,have imore {ouls
which call for Mum fiérial help, than Conformifts
and Nonconformifts, ifithey lovingly: joyned, are
able wellro afford neceflary help to.
IV, The Minifters that dwellin Cities or Cor-
porations, when they were caft out, did quictly

furrender Temples and Tythes: Buc many of

their (people claimed  the - continuance of their
Relationand Minifiry 5:-and many profeffed that

they could not truft their fouls 'to-the Paftoral

guidance and care of many of thofe who were
placedin che Tem fes in their ftead ; and charg-

€d the neglet of theirfouls on fuch as refufed, -

V  The Bills of Mortality fhewius that the ~
Purifhes within the walls of London are not the
feventh parc of the whole,including all the outer
Parifhes ¢ And of the 97 there were, very few
Churches left unburned ;. and there’are. but few
that are yet built up ;5 and inftead of many, there
are {mall Tabernacles,. and inftead of ottiers no-
thing i And the outer Purifbes are mofily fo
great, ‘as that the Temples will hold but a fmall
part of the people ; Iris conjectared by the In-
habitants, thatin AZarrsn5 Parith are about three-
fcore thoufand fouls, and in Stepuey and Giles’s
Cripplegare, each about fifty thoufand, and in
the{’s inthe Fields between 20000 and 30000,
and in Clemnts Danes, Margarers Weftminfier,

3 Andrews
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ﬂndremﬂvléom,' Sepnlobre:, and thé -Churches
In Soutkwiark,, at’ dldgate; Whire-Chappol, Shore-
a@itchy andh divers others, there:are in fome | fix

times thieinumber that can hear in the Temples,
n fomei more, and in others not muchlefs. -And

in moft Churches the Preachers: voice will' not:

extend 16'above two thoufand, if more can come
.. “Soithat take one with:another, and ivis con-
-'J?f‘rured ithat it is not ‘above 'the feventh ors
eight partoof the Inhabitdnts that can comeé to
hear in the outer Patifhe§ s~ And if the -other fix:
or feven parts fhould feek for roomiin the emp-
tier Churehes of other Parithes witliin the walls,’
it: cannot be fuppofed 'that above one ‘part of!
thefe fig or feven would find rodm = 'So-thac all:
fer together; there isfuppofed to be place: but
for about the fifrh,or fourth part at moft, of alt:
the people within and wichour the walls:o And
London 18 10 be denominated tathet from three,;
four or five. parts; than from! Ose of thefe :/And
we allagree, that the fimoufeft and happicft Ci-
ty for Religion in the world fhould votbe left:
to turn fhfidels; Pagans, 'Atheifts, ortobg kept
from all publick Worthiprof God, And ic:muft
be confidered that the great Parifhes where one
of twency cannot hear, are far off from the
~ Churches that have room ; and tharduch perfons
cannot eufity know befére-hand what Churches
have room, and where ‘to feck ic:’'And that
thofe that have moft nced, ' have leaft de-
fire, and when they canhot be taughtnear home,
will rather flay at home, or in the firéets, or
Ale-houfes, than go far to feck room in: the Al-
leys of.other Churches, © And it’s knowmrthar by
this means Papifts have gor opportunity-ef fedu-
: ‘ g g LTy e cng
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i ¢ing multitudes, and many get them €0 baprize ;.J
M " their children.  And whereas it is faid that Omne ]
b may go one day, and fome another; it 1 anfwer- 3

;4% €d, 1. That if chey did go half the familics by

uf"";vi turas, ftill the greater parc would be fhue out. |

T‘m},ﬂd 2. Itis all, that are bound” by God conftantly to |

"ﬁ]‘ﬂl"q hear and worfhiphim. 3. And thofe that moit 4

,"Jdﬂf value it will ftill croud in. and keep out the reft, \

C"f;gﬂ” and will not bargain away their own duties and

A bencfits for other mens fakes: Nor can Parifhes |

&0 come to agree upon {nch a birgain.

f‘?‘:ﬂ' VI. Experience afiureth us that men ‘are not
o ufually brought to knowledge, repentance, faith |

ﬂ“ﬁp and holine(s; by the Gofpel ex opere ¢peraro,or a8

et by a charm; but as an apt morall caufe ; And thay

,]’:‘1{ the Preaching of judicious, " convincing, ferious,

iofd':b"’ affectionate Minifters hath incomparubly more

‘Mﬂ“ fucces, thanthe affeted lunguage,or dullreading |

ﬁ’/;g& fpeeches ‘of 'injudicions novices or wordly for- |

l?'{ﬂ ﬁé, malifts or hypocrites : Goq ufually worketh

0@‘%{& according to the morall aptitude of the means

rﬁﬁﬂ’ ( though notalwaies. )’

frcf VIL It cannot be denyed but that the number

i w!' ‘ ‘_)f raw cold, C!TY, yea and .fcandalo_us Minifters,

v.wﬂ in many Counties of this Kingdom is too great:

o And the more ignorant and bad the people are,

ot the ‘abler Minifters, and - more diligent do they

need : And thofe people who feel what profiteth

h‘ts’ their Souls, will not take up with cold,uncffectual

@JC‘W teaching, if they can have better. |
}ﬂd e ~ VIII. He that hath no Preacher but a Reader |
s in his parifh, is by the Church Laws /forbidden |
.;vwﬁof to refufe his Miniftry, and all fuch are forbidden 4
| ‘5!‘\1, frequent going to other parifhes, communicating |
W in them : what want foever they have ar home. ;
ﬂfh;;,,a | Q4 - IX. The |
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IX. The Nonconformifts that do but affirm any
thing in the Liturgy, Ceremonies, Articles, Go=
memf"‘;_&f- to be .unlawful, and fiich as they
may.aot lublcribe ro, are by the Church Laws
¢xcommunicate 4pfo fato:  And all that dare
not.take the 'S
denyed the Communion of the Church ; And all
that dare not fubmit their Children to be bap-
tized by the. foredefcribeg underraking of God-
fathers; and to receive the Crofs as a -dedicating
badg of Chriftianity ,muf not have their Children

Chriftened 5, And all.that dare not.commir their
{culs to the Pafloral Gujdance of ignorant yeadsrs,
or other men whom. they thirk by cheir
#nskilfulnefs ; ﬂn_{bzmdy__ej}, averfuefs to a boly life,
T argers to intimate cafes of confeience,or notorious
negligence and Jloth, or non-refidence; to be unmeet
for them to “truft themfelves to,in- fo greata
matter, in which their falvation is {o much con-
cerned, and {0 dare not take the Sacrament from
fuch as their Paftors,:all thefe are. forbidden
Communion with any other Parith Churches by
the Canon, and ail Minifters forbidden to receive
them. And if they dare not fay thar they are
willing to be confirmed (in the Englfb mode ) they
muft no where be admitted to communion : And
being excommunicate,  muft not be buryed
according to the Church-Office when they are
dead; 1o that they are caft out of the Church,
before they Congregate in other Affemblies.

X. In this cafe the Nonconformiiis are not
agreed what to do : One part and the far greateft
fay, 1. We will forbear affirming the unlawfalnefs
of any of the forefaid impofitions, till we are
¢alled to fpeak out : And becaufe the ca(g ;Jf
£ : ~ thele

<Crament kneeling, 'are to be:

4
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thefe times calls'us. often to it,- we will do‘it as

Privately and modefily as we can: 2. And though

We are excommuyicacd ipfo falto, yet we are not
: bwm{our felves to execute their fentencesbur may
ftay in Ccermunion . till they prove the fa¢t and
do the execurion . on-us themfelves by refofing
Us: And this we take to be the moft peaceable
Way.: Butothers fay, That though in fome cafcs
for peuce this way may be taken, yer ordinarily
‘Weare not bound to feek and expect Communion
With that Church which harh already thas
excommunicated vs 5 efjeciallv when all the
Miniliry fubfcribe and declare their Conformity.
to the Charch orders, and fwear Canonical
.obedience to the Ordinaries, and are themfelves
to be fufpended if they give us the, Commuhion:
We muft not, fay they, firive againft their Laws,
nor: feek that Minifters fhould be perjured, falfe
to their promifesand profeflions to admit us to
Communion againft their Laws : Nor can any
Church that firft excommunicateth us, call us
Schifmaticks for not communicating with them,
unlefs they prove thar we give them juft caufe ro

excommunicate us. Hereitis fuppofed that the.
Reader underftandeth that [ 70 be cxcommunicarcd -

3pfo facto,] is fine [ententia, Without any need of a
Judges fentence, to be altmally excommmnnicate
#pon our faft donefo that the bare proof and
notice of the faft is enough to warrant the
execution ( Though a Judge may alfo pafsa

fentence if he fee caufe, ) vid. Calv, Lexic. furid.

And others commonly. There are fome others
that go further, and think it unlawful to have
Communion with the Parifh Churches, becaufe
they thus excommunicate us firft, without more
4 : caufe,
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caufe, and becaufe they take? the Paftors to be
{candalous by the forefiid Oaths, Declarations
and {abfcriptions, and thofe that have not the
peoples confent,to be no true Paftors, Bur the®
are herein difowned by the moft ; and very few

Miniiters are of their mind 'that we know of,

though many of the people much incline to it;
cipecially they that live where the Priefts are ig-
norant, {candalous, flothful, or malignant ; be-
caule Pl fuich, (With fuch, no ot to car’] But
‘others tell them that 1. It'is not the Parith-Mi-
nifters that made. the excommunicating Laws *
2. And if they fin chemfelves, it is ignorantly *
3. And we have nota call and opportunity tO
hear and judge chem. :

XL Even thofe called Independents hold ( 'if -

M, Ph. Nyes Manuferipe to that end may tell us
their minds) thac it is lawful to hear the publick
Parifh- Minifters, becaufe the Magiftrate may fet
Teachers over the People;, and 'require them' to
hear them: Though they hold that the People
thould choofe their Paftors, and that the Sacra-
ments thould be adminiftred and received freelys
and not by force. Yea fuch Anabaptifts as Mr.
Tombes (as is vifible in his Book)hold that Com-
munion with the Parifh-Church is lawful, in the
Word, Prayer, and Lords Supper, ; :

“XIL We commonly hold that men unjafily ex-
commanicated, are not thereby difobliged from
publick worthiping of God, and living under Pa-

itoral overfight and Church-difcipline, - nor arc .

bound o endanger their own falvation by neg-
leing (uch daties, and lofing fuch helps and pri-
viledges; and therefore maft be of fuch Churches
as they car, if they cannot be of fuch as they

s i ; would,
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Would, ‘or:as are “allowed by the Magifirate.
o XIIL Itis not in the power of our felves to
adepe fuch excommaunications : For we are not
 able o change our own undertrandirigs, fo far as
Yo hold every thing before named, o be lawful :
ome of ug are able to fav that we have with a
- Willingriefs ‘to fee the truth, frudied the cale of
the old Conformity above forry years, and the
- Cafe of the New-conformity now above feven-
teen'years, and read «lmoft all that hath been
. Written for them, which we thought might add
, t0 our informarion,and prayed earnefily that God
. Would not {uffer us to erre ; and the longer we
i, Ttudy it the more we are confirmed : In this cafe
- We fuffer publick and private obloquy and re-
~ | proach;“and'not only ‘thefe feventeen years the
- lofs oFall Minifterial Maintesance, but t}_u: dan-
ger of 4012 Sermon, and iprifonment 3n com-
mon Gaols, and the ruine of our eftates and
healch s And in reafon its'as eafie to think that
they.thaé-hold their'opinion on fuch terms, are
like'to:be as impareial in their ftudies, as they
whofe way leadedh to ’preferment, wealth and
. honour ; 'of which we'were capable of a part: We
. fay'therefore again; that to Conform, or prevent
. the Canons Excommunnication ipfo faito, is not in
onr power. -And they that fay, God will not con-
- demn ‘men for that which they were not able to
avoid or help, fhould’ not do otherwife them-
{elves. 16 P
X1V When the 18c0,0r 2000 Minifters were -
filenced, the far greateft part of them forbore all
publick Preaching, and only raught fome few in
private " &t fiich hours as hindered not the pub-
Tick Affemblies, and many of them lived as pri- *
- Vate men, 2 : XVTo
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LV,  Tohis ddy it is fo. with many of the
Nonconformifts :. Thofe that live where: they
find fmal] need of . their Preaching, or ¢lfe have
10 call or.opportunity, and cannot remove their
d"VEHings,— ‘do hold no Affemblies, butas other

. Men content. them(clves, to be Auditors, | Thole
that live where are godly and peaceable -Mini-
fters in Publick, who yvet nesd. help, do lead the
people conftantly to the Parith-Churches; and
teach them themfelves at:ocher hours, -and -help
them from houfe to houfe,: This. is ordinary in
the-Countries, and even in London, with:many:
Minifters rhat-hold no Affemblies; yea many that
were ejecked our of Ciry Parith-Churches.i

- XVL. Thole' called Independents do keep: up
fuchChurchies as they had gathered before;when
none oijour prefent oaths; declaratians, ﬁ‘br‘:r.'P %
tions or, practices were jmpofed on them; which
1 not therefore to be-taken as new, 1o 7 a0 0

XVIL, As to the reft, it was thegreat and ter-
rible Plague in 1665. which made, this change 11
their Alflembling and Miniftration.When the pub-
lick Minifters forfook the. Gity, -and the rich left
the poor to mifery and death,. and people looke
every day. for.their laft; when they that heard a
ermon one day, .were buried the next ; when
death had /awakened the, people to Repentance,
and a regard of their everlafting ffate,. divers
Nonconformable Minifters refolved to . ftay W!th
them ; They begg’d money out of the Countri€s
for the poor, and relieved.them : They got 100
the empty Pulpics, and preached to;them : And
when Preachers.and Hearers looke every day for
the'r faft, it Iscafie to canceive that. there was
ferious Preaching, and ferious Hearing:, By this
‘ “many
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many that died were helpt in their preparations;
and through God’s great’ mercies, multitudes
thar furvived, rejented and became the ferious
feekers of a betrer world. The men that did this
were moftly unmarried, and could eafilier ven-
ture their own lives, than fuch ashad families s
and fome of them rhat had families, yet trufted
God, and moft did fcape. - We know- but of one
(pious Germane Minilier thar died of the Flague
in the City (and one of another Difeafe, if not
through want) and two that fled from it in the
Country,) And when God had bleft thefe mens
faithful labours with the converfion of many
fouls (efpecially Apprentices and young peolalc‘)
the experienee fo engaged their mutual affecti-
ons, thart the Minifters refolved that they would
live and die in fuch fervice as God had {0 blefled

and preferved them in; and their hearers rc fol-2

ved thut they wou'd not forfake their Teachers s
And thus the dreadful Plague began that which
fo much now offendeth men, as a dapgerous
Schifm,

XYIII.And when fome men out of exceffive
caution, were ready to think that when that
Plague was ceafed ( having killed about an hun-
dred thoufand ) the Minifters fhould lay by that

publick work, and retire again into {ecret cor-’

ners, God confuted them by his next dreadful

judgement,burning down the City the next year, .

1666 : So that there were neither Churches to
20 to, nor Minifters in the Parifhes to Preach,
nor rich men to maintain them: And could any
foul that hated not Chrift and mens falvation,
have withed the Nonconformifts then to defert
the mife;able people. When they newly came

: fronz
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from underthe tetrour of fucha dreadful Plague,
and when fucces and Gods protection had fo
‘greatly encouraged them, and when prefently
they were ‘deprived of their worldly treafure,
and had not houfes,or goods, or mony,butithou-
fands utterly ruined in the world, and crept into
holes and lived in poverty,when'ic wag a wender
thac they dyed not by -hundreds of furhine, and
when fiich a fight as LZsndos in its ruines was
before mens eyes, ¢ which he chat faw fare can
never forget,) If then men, becaufe that the
Bithops or Parliament forbad them, fhould have
refufed to Preach the Gofpel of Ghrift, ard to
teach men to lay up a treafire in Heaven, and to
comfort fucha ruined City, whar excufe would
fuch unfaichfull fervants have had ac the bar of
their great Judge ? .

XIX. Thefe two great and notorious necefficies
fucceeding in thofe two dreadful years 1665
1666. calling the Nonconformable Minifters out

- of their retirements, and latitant and filent ftate,
refolved them to ferve God more diligently and
openly than they had done, whatever it coft
them: And many Country Minifters were awake-
ned to the like by the examples of thofe in Lon-
don: Though yet a great number who are in
places of lefs need or not called outas aforefaid,
ttill lie much filent.

- XX. WHILE THE DREADFUL FIRE
WAS WASTING LONDON and OFTHER

CORPORATIONS,THE PARLIAMENT and

BISHOPS WERE AT OXFORD MAKING

AN OATHTO DRIVE ALL NONCONFOR

MISTS ABOVE FIVE MILES FROM ALL

CITIES and CORPORATIONS that fend Bur<
gelles

el
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‘gefies to Parliament, and all other places Where

€ver they had Preached fince the act of oblivion.

So.that,had they obeved the Laws, Lozdon had

been deferted in the Plague and in the ruines,

and-few people fiffered publickly to worfhip

God: At the mension of which the heart of {he

writer of this trembleth; efpecially to think

how much further the Bifhops went in this then .
the Svnod of Ithaciszs and Idacins, went, from

which Martin feparated to the death by Gods

miraculouvs inftruction.

XXI.The Plague, Fire, Poverty, which have

feized not only on London, but on many other

« Corporations of Exgland, more than other places,

and more than hath been known in our forefathers
daies, make many wifh that the Corporation-
Oath and Declaration might be reviewed and

that Gods Judgmients asa Trumper fourding
REPENT O ENGLAND were heard by all the
Corporations of the Land, before we hear that
time is paff : And that it might be confidered

Whether _either an Unlawful Impofing, or an
Unlawful taking, or the neighbourhovd of any
Vaulawfal particulars, can warrant any man to
declare that weither be nor any cther perfon, is
obliged by thar Vow, to Repent of buis fin, or to
oppefe prophanencfs,Popery or Schifm, orany thing
contrary to found Deélrine and Godlinefs. Ard to!
~erquire in what Countrey or age of the world,
Chriftian, Mahometan, or Heathen, there was
‘ever fuch a Law before. 1t was that age of the
‘Church in which Hell ruled moft on earth, even

in the Wars between Pope Gregory 7ih. and

‘the Emgperour, when the Pope fwore them on
one fide, and the Empercer onthe other ; and

mc
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men {ivore, and unfwore, and  forfwore, as the

. Powers that they were under bid them ; which
made Abhas Urfpergenfie,Chiron p. 3.fay (Ut om-

E

7is bows jam i perjurus & predictis facinoribhs
WEpcatus, ur vix  excufari poffit qun fir in his,
Jicur populus fic @ Sacerdos. And that pleafant man
(who knoweth his own name) who merrily de-

rideth his adverfaries, for gathering a doubt of

et fandamentals from our differences, may more
feelingly know one day that God will not hold him
guiltlefs that takerh bis name invain - And may
confider that it was no more precife a man than
Corta in Cicero (de Nat. Deor. |, 1.) that would

prove men did not believe that there wasa God; -

becaufe they durft be perjured ; inftancing in
perjured and ungodly Carse = It was not a fign
of Schifmaticks,. but of very charirable mode-
rate men, that could hear and regard fucha per-
jured Miniftry, | as Urfpergenfis {aith was then'in
the Roman Church elpecially in Germany,where
the tempration lay. : ,

XXII. A little after the Plague and Fire, fome

Nonconformuble Minifters about Loudon, met,

to confider whether our a&uall forbearance to
Joyn with the Parith Churches in the Sacrament,
might not tend to deceive men and make them
believe that we were for feparacion from them;
and took their Communion o be unlawful: And
upon the Reafons given in,they agreed that fuch
Communionwas lawful and meer,when it would
not do more harm than good :  But becaufe at
that time a frorm was coming on.men, fromthe

~ Act againft Conventicles, and their judgment was

againit ruining thofe chat in this were not of

their minds (on the reafons aforefaid) and being
credibly
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credibly informed that their communicating. at
fuch an unfeafonable time - would not only per-
fwade men that force compelled them, but_a]fo‘
draw them to ruine others that durft not imitate
- them, they refolved to delay for a fitter oppor-
tunity, becanfe God will have mercy and not fa-
crifice; and our Liberty is not alwaies our Daty;
nor muft be ufed to other mens deftruétion. Thus
Violence croflfeth the Authors ends. .
~ XXIII. Shortly after, when fuch thoughts re=

turned, and many thought it meet to joyn in the
publick Aflemblies, the Oxford Oath and Act of
Confinement was put in- execution, and drove
them all away : For the reafons aforefaid had fa-
* tisfied them not to defert the fouls in all Cities,
Corporations © and places where they had
Preached ; and (o they were fain to hide them-
Aelves to avoid fix months imprifonment in the

common  Gaols *'( whither fome of us were

ﬁ‘“i‘\s) fo that if they had come 'to the Parifh-
Churches, to” Common-prayer or Sacraments;
they had expofed themfelves “to multitudes of
witnefles, and fo to certdin imprifonment: Ex-
cept infome 'odd corners of the Country where
they were firangers (about five miles from Cor-
porations or dcquaintance) where their example

Would have wrought little on any in the Cities; -

or that had Known them: So that the Oxford
£ moft effectually forbad them coming to
Church, or holding Communion with any Parifh-

Churches wichin five miles of any fuch City;.

Corporation or Village where they had Preach-

ed fince the A€t of Oblivion: This they could

not avoid. : : $i4

XXIV, Yet many Minifters were afraid of in-
R
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troducing unwarrantable feparations, by avoiding,

the feverities of the Law and'Bifhops; and many
that did. retire to Country-Villages five miles.

dittant, as confined, did there conftantly joyn

with the Parifh-Churches in Liturgy and Sacra- -

ment : But this being far from Cities, and not in
the fight of the people that were moft difaffect-
ed to the Prelates and Liturgy, did little with
them; and o they were difabled by the Bifhops
or Rulersto do what they defired againft other
mens extreams, :
XXV. Before this, many Minifters had offered

- thankfully to accept the Liberty of Preaching in

the Parifh Churches where the Liturgy is ufed,
and being prefentat ir:  And fome to this day
that live in the Country, where they can get {0
mach favour, preach in the Parifh-Churches, and
Joynin the Liturgy, and draw others to it, and
go from place to place thus toavoid being taken.

XXVI. Many,feeing how we were thus driven
not only from Preaching, but fuch Parifls- Com-
munion, were tempted to hard thoughts of fuch
altairs, as if it came from the Papifts, who would
have equalled, and mafs’d us vp with themfelves.

XXVIL Shortly after this, the Kings Clemen-
¢y faw caufe to make an alreration, and to give

us his gracious indulgence by his Licenfes for

places and perfons : Upon this, Minifters boldly
fer up: Chappels under the Parifi: Churches ; and
in all the time of this their Liberty, when there
were witnefles enough, if they had offended, we
remember not that any were ever convict of any
word of feditious or unfound doctrine, or any un-
f{*aceab!e attempts. But while they had this
cave te Preach themielvesthey thought belt ;O

. rake
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take it at the fame convenient hours that the
Parith Churches meet at: Other times being o
Inconvenient, as that families cannot obferve
_them without hure, And they could not Preach,
and bear iy the Parifl-Churches at once.

XXVIIL All this while, though they'had the

Ings authority ' for their Affemblies, fome

Clergy men ceafed not to accufe them of Schifing
- Thewing that it is the want of fomething elfe
rather than the Kings authoricy on which they
ground their accofation.

XXIX. Some Nonconformifts have thefe 17'

vears forborn to baptize or adminifter the Lords

Supper, or to be Paftors of any Ghurches, but

only Preached occafionaily where the Parifhes
were fo great, that one of ten or twenty had no
room in the Church ; and where fome of many
years had heard no publick worfhip of God :
And they have publifhed to the people that thev
affembled them not to feparate from the Parifh
Churches or their worfhip, but for their meer
neceflity, perfvading none to come to hear them,
but fuch as cannot come into the Parith Churclies
to hear: Yetare they accufed for drawing men
from the Church. :
XXX. Thefe Mirifters in thefe places have
- been profecuted more feverely than the reft, by

- Imprifonments, fines and guards againft their

meetings ; which induced others to Preach in
the City where there feemed lefs need, becaufe
they found quietnefs no where elfe, and becaufe
fome out of the remoter needy Parifhes might
come thither to them. : ;
XXXL Though they have loft all Miniterial
maintenance, and are lyable to pay 20/, the firft
Sermon,and 4o Z the reft,and 20 £ for the ground
2R % fo
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; for all that they Preach, befides fix -months
¢ n_npr'.{‘onment in the common goals,and poverty
difableth City.and Countrey to maintain thems
and fome with Wives and Childven have long
lived on little befides' brown Rye-Bread and
Water; and others, that can live of their-own,
expend all in the charges of the places and
adjunts «where they Preach for nothings and
fome never took any pay, from the firft thefe 17
years, but patiently ferve God and waft their
firength under mens obloguy and reproach ; yet
are there not wanting perfons of the Clergys
who reprefent their greateft and deareft fervices
as their greateft fins, and accufe them as enemics
of the Churches peace,and the leaders of Schifm,
and in pulpit and print provoke authority to
execate the Laws more feverely on. rhems
Though the execution hath coft fome excellent
men their lives already, and they may know
that no.execution fhort of death or ntcer difuble-
ment will make the moft confcionable forfake
their duty, and facrilegioufly defert the Office
to which they were dedicated and ordained :
( As the late cafe of the Hungarian Minifters
declareth @) And fuch courfes never ended in
the honour of thofe of the Clergy that procured
them: Yea fome as going to the bar of God, have

wndertaken to prove, that it is through pride and
covetou[nefs that ‘we conform’ not. And becaufe
fome Churches called Independent withdraw not
their maintenance from their Paftors, and fome
few others have maintenance of -their own, oF
friends that will not {ce them want, they wou
make firangers believe thar the common fort 0
Nonconformifts, whofe families live in fuﬁ'criﬂg:;

: an




[2457]

and wants, are gainers by their Nonconformity :
Though themfelves thit’ have the moft and
richeft-on their fide, would be loth to take up
with fuch maintenance,and often Preach, how {a
acafe the Church would be.in, if Minifters wer€
left to the peoples charity : While they livein
fulne(s thas chev envy their poor brethren, who
that they may. finith their courfe, would be glad
of leave to labeur for nothing, and live on alms,
. taking Gods favour for their reward.

~ XXXI[.And to compleat all, fome blafh not to
accufe them, asthe bringers in of Poperv,by de--

% ~ firing Liberty; as if Preaching the Gofpel did
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not do more to keep out Popery, than the 1gno=
rance of untaught people s ‘A ifour_earneﬁ re-
quefts cighteen years ago, that we might netbe
maf’d up with the Papiits, nor a door opened to
them by our divifions and {nfferings, were afl
forgotten: As ifthe Noncon formifts were ncerer
Popery than they that would have the Pope to
be Principinm Unitatis tO the Univerfal Church:,
. As if their Printed Morning Lectures againft Po-
pery, ‘and many other Wrirings, -did not faffici-
ently fhew their diftance from it: AS if the Fa-
piffs defired the Liberty, rather than the [ilencing
of the Nonconformifts ; or defired any thing
“more than that fo many hundred- adverfaries to
Popery, and all the Proteftants of  England who
adhere to them, might be caft out, and brought
as low as themfelves, and put into the {ame con-~
dition, that they might ftand or full together.
Nay, what if on fuch neceflity they fhould ac-
cept of favour from any Papifts that. would .
fave them 2 If one Party would bring men to
fuch a pafs chac chey mutt be hanged,imprifoned,
: s roined,
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ramed, orworl€, unles the favour of the Pa-
pifts deliver them ; and the other Party had ra-
ther be faved by Papifts,than be hanged or ruin-
- ed-by Proteftants, which of thefe were more to
be fafpected of Popery 2 efpecially if the fame
men that give us the Alarm that Popery is com-
ing in, undertook the fule teaching of thofe by

whom they fufpe& its entrance, and yer would:

not abate a needlefs Oath, or cowenant or ceré-
mony to keep it our, or firengtlien the Prote-
{tants by the Union, for which we have o long
patiently bege’d and waited.

XXXIIL The moftof our acquaintance take it
for their duty to do their beft ro keep up the re-
putation of the publick Conformable Miniftry,
that it may further Love and Concord, and the
fuccefs of their. labours with the people ; and
they profefs to rake their own Affemblies but as
Chapels, and not as diffinét, 1uch lefs as fepara=

ted Churches: And thofe of them who doad-

minifter the Sacraments, and do that which is
fike the Separatifts way, 'yet do it not on their
principles, but pro rempore, till God fhall give
them opportunity to ferve himin the eftablifhed
way (if ever it may be hoped for :) -it being re-
formed or well ordered Parifh-Churches un@er
the Government and countenance of theChrima'n
Magiftrates, which are moft agreeable to their
defires. :
XXXIV. When we go into the Parifh-Churches,
we find thofe that have able godly Minifters ufu-
ally to be as full as will confift with the peoples
bearing the voice {which in many places will not

reach to a great part of the Congregation:) W€ |

find {fuch Preachers, whether Conformabl«;.I or
: Ko iy Non-
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Nonconformable, every where almoft crouded
after ; which fhews that it is not meer fiction
that moveth the hearers ;3 and that worthy men-
hgve no caufe of difcouragement : And if none of
either fide be valued much above their worth
(for the bare Office fake) we cannot help it; nor
would it be helped if there were no Nonconfor-
mifts : Some of us well remembring the time
(1632. till Iég)o.) when we were troubled or
threatned alfo

to hear .worthy, able men that were very con-

: formable,

XXXV. It is very-ordinary with Gentlemen
and others that are zealous for the prefent
Church-Srare in London, to go from their own
Parifhes, though the Canon be againft it : fo.that
it isnot, fure, the breach of the Canon that they

ftick ar, :

XXXVI, We fhall never diffwade men from

making the firiteft Laws to punith any Non- -

conformift that fhall be proved guilty of Sedi-
tion, Difloyalcy,Drunkennefs,Fornication,Swear-
ing, and any otherimmorality ; but we know of
none of them that was filenced, ejeéted, or pu-
nithed on any fuch accoant : Nay, if chey Preach
againft their Church Government, Liturgy, or
Ceremonies, we muft expect that they fhould be
refirained. Our earneft defire is, that the Ma-

giftrate would keep up Peace and Order in the

Church, that Popifh Clergy ‘men may not think
that it belongeth to them alone to doir.
XXXVIL. Whereas there is a fort of ignorant
or ill meaning men, that ffill fay [we /{nm’v nor
what the Nonconforrsiffs wonld bave, and wiy w'tlll
they not tell us what would_fatisfic them, ] wh
: R 4 NG

r going out of our own Parifhes
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we offer to beg on our knees for leave todo it 3

we humbly intreat them to weary menawake no
more wich that canting. 1. As long as the Kings
Declaration about Ecclefiaftical affairs is vifible:
2. And as long as our Reply and our. Reformed

fosa ¥ - e >
. additions to the Liturgy, and our Petition for Peace

which refpected the old Conformity remain un-
anfwercd by thofe to whom in 1660 we did
prefencthem: 3. And till. we are_once called or
allowed 26 fpeak for onr felves &ainft: the new
conformity; a favour which the juftice of old
Romane Heathens, yea and fplenetick Jews did

grant to all that were accufed before they puni- -

fhed them, bur fince Popery prevailed in the
world is become a thing among them not to be

expected. 4. And as long as men know that’
Bifhop ¥ ilkins and Dr. Burton appointed by the

Lord Keeper Bridgman to treat with fome of

- us of the terms of Union, (faying it was His

M jefties Pleafure,) did come to a full agreement
with us in rerminis, which was drawn up
into the form of an A& by no worfe a man
than that "PILLAR OF JUSTICE the excellent

. Judge Hale, and the Parliament prefently Voted

that no fuch A fhould be brought inand offered.
Dear Brethren, God is the father of Lights and
with him is no darknefs: Men may be mocked,

but God is not mocked : If the day thar will -
bring works of darknefs to light, and finally. clear .

the Innocenr, be not the object of certain faith
and hope, lec our caufe be bad, and let us as fools
be judged fuch as have forfaken our beft’ hopes:
But thar it is otherwife we believe, and therefore

~appeal toa righreous God from an uprighteous

world,
XXXVILL
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Fine of falvatien can do to the Bifhops or people

of the Land ( while they may punifh us forany

word that we fpeak amifs :) And why we fhould
notrather {peak openty(where men may bear wit-
nefs of our errours, ) than infecret ( where men
are tempted to too much boldnefs:) And what
buta fpirit of envy, or a carnal intereft crofs to

- the inrereft of Chrift and mens falvation, fhould

grudge at fuch Preaching, while we are refponfi-

ble forall that we fay or do amifs,we cannot tell.

- XXXIX. Nor can we tell, if our ot fwearing,
or 1ot entering into the Bifbops IV, ational Covenanty
be as great a crime as our penalties import,why
no other mulct or penalty will ferve turn to ex-
piate fuch crimes, but our ceafing topreach the
Gofpel of Salvation, while we are willing to do
it under the firicteft Laws of Peace and Order.

XL. It is vifible that the Parifh-Churches of
thofe Minifters (ceterss paribas) are fulleft of Au-
ditors, who are moft willing that the Noncon-
formifts help them in due time and place, and

defire to live with them in Love and Concord :

For all that have the fpirit of holy love and peace,
do Jove thofe that have the fame {pirit : And fuch
ferious, holy Conformifts as Bolron, Whately, Fen-
wer, Prefton, Sibbs, Stonghton, Gonge, and fuch o-

ther, were formerly as much crouded after as

Nonconformifts : But it is thofe that Preach a-
gainft holy Love and Concord,and wrangle with
the moft Religious fort whom they fhould encou-
rage, whofe Congregations are thineft:( ufially )
through the tepidity of their followers, and the
diftafte of others, ’
XLL When we read in the Council of Calced.
; I ‘ the

XXXVIII- What harm our Preaching the doft=

™
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the Egyprian Bifhops crying fo long miferemin;
mifsrimini, lying proftrate on the. earth, even
when they could fay, Non diffentimus, and beg-
mg of their fellow Bifhops for their lives and
confciences, and their Brethren crying againft
all [ Away with themy Tiey are Herericks] while
they profefled the famie Faith; while the men
that with fuch out-crys were condemning thofe
of their own confeffion, had newly cryed, Omnes
Peccavimns; for condemning F/pzwam;s, and the
Truth, and faying, chat they did i for fear, and
owned that Entychianifin, which yet chefe E-
gyptian Bithops now difowned, it minderh us
that even Bithops had need to be remembred,
that while the wheel is turning, the wpper fide
fhould not tempt men to forger what fide will
be uppermoft fhortly and for ever.

e -
e

Additions < more pzzr'timldrl] of
N arional Chnrches.

§1.T'Here are fome worthy perfons who

plead more fpecially for MNational
Chaurches as of Divine Inftitution, whofe Doctrine
calls us to a fpecial confideration of it. But

- though fome of us have oft defired it, we have

not hitherto obrained any fatisfaction what they
mean by o National Church, or any true defini-
tion which they agree in : Some of them deride
us for doubting and asking the queftion,and fome
anfwer it to the increafe of our doubt.

§ 2. It muft be prefuppofed that we fpeak not
ofa meer Community that hath no Paftors, but
firictly of a Society called by fome PO“tiCﬁ'bth

others
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others Organized, conftituted of Paftors and
PC’Ople mutnally related ; which is the ordinary

{enfe of the word [Church] And we muft pre-.

mife what being commonly agreed on, is none
of our doubt or queftion.

§ 3. The queftion is not whether any, -or all
Nations and Kingdoms fhould be Chriftians, and
{0 be the Kingdoms of Chrift : That’s paft doubt.

2. Nor is it whether in fuch Kingdoms the King

be the Head, as to the power of the fivord; that
is, a Chriftian Civil Governour of a Chriftian
People that are his Subjects. We daily pray
that the Kingdoms of the world may all be Chri-
ftian; and we believe that their Kings are the
Governouts by the fword, of all the Clergy, as

“well as others. 3. Nor is the queftion whether

Kings may call all their Kingdoms into a holy

Covenant with God (by lawful means) giving

them an example firft themfelves. 4. Nor do
we contend about an Equivocal Name, whether
a Chriftian Kingdoms, as fuch, may be called a
National Church, . No nor whether a Chri-
ftian Nation, governed by a Heathen or Maho-
metan King, may be called a Chriftian Church or
Kingdom; or a Proteftant Natioa ruled by a
Papift King, is to be called a Proteftant Kingdom

or Church:for thisis but about bare nazzes. 6.Nor

do we queftion whether a Chriftian King may
make fuch accidental difparity between the Pa-
fiors, as we have before defcribed. 7. Nor yet
Wwhether the Paftors of one Kingdom may affo-
ciate and hold Synods for Unity and Counfel,and
be named a National Church, as they are f{uch
Affociations, obliged to Concord.

§ 4. But our doubts are thefe ; 1. Whether -

1t
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be in it felffpecially infticuted by God,that every
Kingdom 5 Nicion of Chriftians thall have [Os¢
Jummanm Poteftarem eff nrialiter Ecclefiafticam, Ot
one Prieft-Head, (whether a fisgls perfos, or an
Ariftacracy, oc a Commis Synsd) asa contticative
parc of the Nitional Chirch. 2. Wiecher this
Pr;e/f.—ngl (whether High-Priei,- or Coancily)
ftand in {ubordination to the King, as part of the
fame formil Chucch, asa G=aeral, ora Vicerov,
thit makech not a diftin Kingdoth, (though he
miy mak=a ditin%t fahord nate Society -as an
Army, Gity, &c ) oris he H2ad of a coardinate
diferent (pecies, (o as thar the fime Kingdom
thall be ewo Policies formaily, wz.~ a Chriltian
Kingdom or Royal Charch, and a Pricftly
Church ; each ‘being fupream in cheir proper
fpecies, and both mide coordinate by Chrift;
and {0 they are formilly two Chuarches Nirional.
About the Jews the Controverfieis made by
Dil:aters (e. g. Galafpie, Coleman, Seldén, 8¢ )
exceeding difficule. 3. Whether the very Jewith
Church-Policy be eftablithed by Chrift for the
,Chriftian Charch;or be repealed> 4 Whether the
faid Ecclefiaftical Head muft be Oz as the High
Prieft,or an Aritocracy of miny, or a Synod of
the whole Glergy? or whether it be lefc ind.lfﬁ."—
rent which 2 5. Or whether God hath ordained
fuch a Nutional Charch-form, only by the ge-
neral Command of doing all things in O-der and
Unicy and to Edification? 6. Waich is the Prieftly-
Head, or higheft Governour of the Church of
Englerd, whichis a conititative part, as 2 King
ina K‘ing;:j:)gn 2 7. -Who is ic that choofech or
anthorizech the National Prieftly-Hzad, that we

may know when we have ‘a lawful Chief P-gf’foré
an
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