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. (either infnare men in unnecelfary Oaths & Cove­

nants, nor harden fuch men againft Repentance, 
by doing any fuch thing our felvcs, much lefs by 
commanding it . 

X V I I . We are agreed that to commit a fin 
b Y paffion or fudden furprize, is not fo wicked 
as to do i t on deliberation: Nor is the doing 
i t only fo bad , as undertaking to juftifie i t ; 
and encourage others to do the like. 

X V I I I . We are agreed that God is jealous 
about holy things, and that wilful corrupting his 
Church, worfliipordifcip]ine, tothe dugrace o f 
religion and encouragement of wickednefs is a 
heinous fin: Efpecially to Approve fuch things 

Xl\. We arelgreed that to make a deliberate 
Covenant that I will fin againft God, and to 
fubferibe and declare this, is a heinous aggrava­
tion o f the fin :e. g- When the high places 
were kept up in fu'deAr any had Covenanted to 
Keep them up, and purpofed ro tranrgrefs, the 
vyilfulnefs had been thegreatnefs and dangerous 
lignification of fuch llnning. 

^ } ' - W C ? 7 a ? r e e d t h a t &<P'nt*ii& is Gods 
condition o f f o r g ! v e n e f S ; and that fo ramantd 
refolve and Covenant to fin and to profefs it openly 
to all the Church, and that oft 4 * 4 ; and lb 16 
renounce Rspentance, is—alas— 
_ X X I . Moft fober Chriftians are agreed that 
Chnftians fhould be united upon the term-
whichChrift himfelf hath made in the baptifmal 
Covenant, and in their obedience to his Laws * 
and that Papall Umrpations and impofing o f 
t £ u n n c w f f a r y a s neceflaty to Union, Q m ^ 
munion^ or Mmiftration, hath been the 
ttoftof S d i i t o through the tom^St 
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for about i o o o years at Jeaft: cAnd that they , 
who will ftill obey fuch dividing Impofers, do 
continue Schifms in the world by encouraging 
the caufes of them. 

XXLI.We are on both fides agreed, that i t 
were heinous hypocrifie, and prophanenefs, i f we 
fhouid make our facred Miniltenal work the 
pretended reafon for our finning, and fhould 
(Wear, declare or fubfcribe that which we take 
robe faHe, and do that which we take to be fin, 
that we may have leave ro preach againft fin i n 

otru rs 5 and Co oifer God a Sacrifice o f iniquity, 
and pur a beam into our own eye that we may 
have leave to Preach againft the mote that is m 
our few others eye. 

XXIU. We are afraid o f making Separates 
and A. abaptiOs and tempting men to avoid us, 
as fc&Malotfs rnt n. 

X X K . We are afraid left by fuch wilful 
We i-uuki by a carn.<l intereft, to defend what 
we have once done, be tempted to impenitence, 
and to persecute the iuft. 

XXV We are agtred that they that will run 
into wil l ful heinous iin, as they deferve robe 
forfaken of God, Co they cannot expert fucn a 
hk\Tm% on their M ^ t f t ^ a i Confcionable upright 

^ XX'^1 It i c agreed that the ancient Chriltian 
Paftors Preached againft the will of Princes tor 
300 years ; and after that againft the wriH 01 
Chriftian Princes {Cor.^nuu^ Vakns ip<0Wg 
$„mar^akhtim«»M. ) And not only Apottics 
laid, *hat G< d was to be obeyed rather than 
men, but fucb as Timothy who was ordainc 
by man, were charged before God and the Loro 
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JefusChrift who wi l l Judge the living and dead 
at his appearing and Kingdom, to preach the 
Gofpel and be inftant, in feafonj &c. 

X X V I I We are agreed that the Children of 
Chriftians ,wnen they grow up, know no more of 
God, o f Heaven, o f Chrift, without teaching, 
than the Children o f Heathens do : And there­
fore that the opening arid applying the Gofpel is 
needful in England as wel 1 as in America. 

XXVII I . I t is To far from f jv ing unbelievers or 
ungodly perfons, that thev are the Children o f 
Chriftians, and in the vilible Church, t l u t i t m a -
keth their cafe more miferable; i f not worfe 
than that of Sodom and Gomorrah, 

XXIX. As of old every fmgle Church had 
ufually many Presbyters and beacons wi h the Bi-
ftop,fo;it is undeniable that many of our Parities 
have work enough for many Minifters, and only 
want of'maintenance is pretended for our prc-
fent paucity (wi th the want of worthy men.) 

XXX. I t is granted us, that to alienate confe­
derated perfons f rom the holy Miniftry cauikfly, 
is greater Sacriledge than to alienate confederated 
Lands.Goods or Temples,which are but means to 
the ufe of the (aid Miniftry. We are not here 
accufing our filencers o f this heinous Sacriledge : 
Their Righteous judge and ours, will quickly 
pafs the final fentence : But we dare hot,we wil l 
not facriJegioufly filence and alienate our felve», 
left we forfake our Lord,and betray mens fouls, 
and be doomed as the flothful fervant that hid 
h:s talent,/V/^.2 5. a n ( * hring down more plagues 
upon the Land : We fear When we read i~Thef.ii 
i ^ i ^ . the figns that wrath was come to the ut-
*noli on the Jews \ even their forbidding men to 

'prcacfi 
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preach the Gofpel of {alyation,Jeft we mould corf-
tribute to"fuch a dreadful defertion o f this Land. 

S E C T . X V I I . 

The~Cafe of the Minifiers fnce they were Jilencea$ 

and their Practice ^vith the Peoples.) 

WE humbly crave of thofe narrow Seers, 
who venture to cenfure the generality, 

for lomewhat which they diflike infome peribns 
that are neereft to themfelves, that they would 
truly underftand the cafe and practice of their 
Brethren, before they any further in Sermons 
and Writings provoke the Magiitrate to execute 
the Laws upon them, as Schifmaticks,Seditious,i 
or what accufation is readieft at hand. 

I . That the elder fort of the Nonconforming 
are ordained by Bifhops, and moft of the reft by 
fuch Paftors of Churches, of Ci«ies,Corporations 
and other Parifhes aftociate, as the times then 
allowed ; and that in this Ordination ('be the Ce­
remonious part right ot wrong) they a r e « J , , J?.y 

Confent or Covenant devoted to the facred M i -
niftrv, and that not for a time, as.hirelings, but 
for life: this is denied by none that we know ot. 

i t I t is known to all Faithful Minifters 
and others, who converfe with the common 
fort o f men, that a great part of the . people ot 
E gland are ignorant of the very Eflfentials01 
Chriftianity, and a great part dull and world.y 
negle&ersof all ferious religiouineft j and a great 
part icniuai, drowned in fitrhy fleftily fins : Be-
iides the isnorance, weaknels,and unwarrantable 

K opinions 
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opinrons'and paftions .of many that are-more fe-
rioufly religious than the reft. And that, it is a 
hard work to cure one ignorant, erroneous, v i -
tious fou l : And each^ne is precious, and not to 
to be left in fin as defperate j confidering the 
cverlafting confequents. 

I I I . I t is certain that moft great Parifhes,efpe-
cially in Cities and great Towns,have more fouls 
Which call for Mimjhrial help, than Con form ifts 
and Nonconforming, i f they lovingly joyned, are 
able well to afford neceffiry help to. 

IV. The Miniffers that dwell in Cities or Cor­
porations, when they were caft out, did quietly 
furrender Temples andTythesr But many of 
their • people claimed the continuance of their 
Relation and Miniftry $ and many profefied rhat 
t h .y qquld not truft'their fouls to the Paftoral 
guidance and care of many of thole who were 
placed. ;n the Tern, les in their ftead ; and charg­
ed the neglect o f their fouls on fuch as refufed. 

V The Bills of Mortality fliew us that the 7 
iVrifhes within the walls of London are not the 
feventh parr of tfae whole,including all the outer 
Parifhes : And of the 97 there were, very few 
Churches left unburned,and there are, but few 
that are yet built up 5 and infiead of many, there 
are fmalf Tabernacles, - and inftead o f otfiers no­
thing ; , And the outer Parifbes are moftly fb 
great, as that the Temples wilt hold but a fmall 
part of the people : I t is conjectured by the In ­
habitants, that in Martins Parifh are about three-
fcore thoufand fouls, and in Stepney and Giles s 
CrlPpJeg<ite3 each about fifty thoufand, and in 
Giles's in the Fields between 20000 and 30000, 
&nd in Clements Danes, Margarets Wejtminfier9 

CL 3 Andrews 



'^ndrem^BoWorn, Sepulchres, and the -Churches 
in Southward, ar 4ldgate9Wbite-Chappel3 S-oore-
ditcb, and ; divers others, there are in fome fix 
times rlie; number that can hear in the Temples^ 
h.Tome.'more, and in others not muchlefs. And 
in molt Churches the Preachers voice will not 
extend to above two thoufarid, i f more can come 
in. Strrdrat take one wi t t i another, and it is con-

.JecTurecf :t5at it is not above the feventh or 
ejght part of the Inhabitants that can come to 
hear in the outer Partfbes : And i f the other fix 
or feven parts {hauld feek for room in the emp­
tier Churches o f other Parifhes within the walls, 
i t cannon be fuppofed that- above one part o f 
tliefe $3 or feven would find room : So .that all 
fet together, there is fuppofed to be place- but 
for about rhe fi/rh,pr fourth parr at m'oft, .of all 
the people within and wkJitiur the.-walls : And 
London is. to be denominated rather from three, 
four or five.parts, than from One o f thefe : And-
we ail agree, that the famoufeft and happieft C i ­
ty for Reiigion in the world mould not be left 
to turn Infidels, Pagans, Atheifts, or to hi kept 
f rom all publick Wormipof God. And it muft 
be confidered that the great parifhes where one 
o f twenty cannot hear, are far off from the 
Churches that have room ; cnJ that fucNperfons 
cannot eafily know before-hand what Churches 
have rwam, and where to feek i t : And that 
thofe that have moir. need, have lea ft de-
fire, and when they cannot be taught near home, 
wi l l rather ftay at home, or in the ftreets, or 
Ale houfes, than go far to feek room in the A l ­
leys o f other Churches. And it's known that by 
this means Papifts have got opportunity of fedu-



clng multitudes, and many get them to baptize 
their children. And whereas it is faid that fume 
may go one day, and fome anorber j it is anfwer-
ed, i . That i f they d id go half the families by 
turns, lti l l the greater part would be mut out. 
i -It is all, that are bound by God conftantly to 
hear and worth-iphim. 3. And ihofethat moft 
value it will ftili croud in and keep out the reft, 
and wil l not bargain away their own duties and 
bent fits for other mens fakes: Nor canPariflies 
come to agree upon fuch a bargain. 

V I . Evperience atfureth us that men are not 
ufually brought to knowledge, repentance, frith 
and holinefs, by theGofpel ex op:re oferato,ox as 
by a charm; but as an apt morall caufe j Arid t l W 
the Preaching of judicious, convincing, ferious, 
affectionate Minifters hath incomparably more 
fuccefs, than the affefted langu?ge,or dull'reading 
fpeeehes o f injudicious novices or wordly for-
malifts or hypocrites: God ufually worketh 
according to the morall aptitude of the means 
( though not al waies. ) 

V I I . I t cannot be denyed but that the number 
of raw cold, dry, yea and fcandalous Minifters, 
in many Counties of this Kingdom is too great: 
And the more ignorant and bad the people are, 
the abler Minifters, and more diligent do they 
need : And thofe people who feel what proflteth 
their Souls, wi l l not take up with cold,unefFectual 
teaching, i f they can have better. 

V H I . He that hath no Preacher but a Reader 
in his parifh, is by the Church Laws iforbidden 
to refufe his Miniftry, and all fuch are forbidden 
frequent going toother parifhes, communicating 
in them: what want foever they have at home. 

0 . 4 IX. The 



„, . I X - T h e Nonconfo rm^ that do but affirm any 
* n R , n ^ L , t u r g p Ceremonies, Articles, Go-
m a v T e t ^ r - 1 ° b e U n , a * f u I > a n d : ruch as they 

rnn • C n b e ^ S « b V the Church Laws 

tinv?A rh hh S t f C r a m e n t kneeling are to be 
denied the Communion o f the Church j And all 
t t f A K u™ f u h m i t their Children to be bap-
f£ht y t h 5 f o r e d e r c r i b e d undertaking of God. 
b ^ ^ u Z ^ C e i v e t h e Cn.fsas a dedicating 
Chrift , r i f t

A

i a n , t y ' m u f t n o t havc their Children 
rn n e i 5 . A f ] d 3 , 1 t h a t d a r e not commit their 

lculs to the Pajloral Guidance of ignorant readers, 
pr ^other men whom they think by their 
vnskttfHlnefs unfoundnefs, averfnefs to a My life, 

Jtrangers to intimate cafes of confeience <ox notorious 
negligence\andfloth, or non-refidence, to be unmeet 
for them to truft themfelves to, in fo great a 
matter, in which their falvation is fa much con­
cerned, and fo dare not take the Sacrament from 
Uich as their Pafrors,all thefe are forbidden 
Communion with any other Parifh Churches by 
the Canon, and ailMirifters forbidden to receive 
them. And i f they dare not fay that they art 
willing to be confirmed ( in the Englfh mode ) they 
muftno where be admitted to communion: And 
being excommunicate, muft not be buryed 
according to the Church-Office when they are 
deadj f0 that they are caft out of the Church, 
before they Congregate in other Ahemblies. 

I n r h ' s cafe the Nonconforming are not 
agreed what to do : One part and the far greateft 
fay, i . We wil l forbear affirming the unlawfulnefs 
o f . a n y ° f ^ e forefaid impofitions, t i l l we are 
|alled to fpeak put : And becaufe the cafe o f 

file:///andfloth


there times calls us often to i t , we wi l l do i t as 
privately and modeftlyas we can: 2. And though 
vve are e.\c-mmuhic&ud ipfo fafto,. vet we are not 
found our (elves to execute their fcntenccjbur may 
ftay in Communion till they prove the facl: and 
do the execution on us themfelves by refuting 
us : And this we take to be The moft peaceable 
way-: But others fay. That though in fome cafes 
for peace this way mav be taken, yet ordinarily 
we are not bound tofeek and exped Communion 
with that Church which hath already thus 
excommunicated us ; ejecially when all the 
Miniftry fubfcribe and declare their Conformity 
to the Church orders, and fwear Canonical 

• obedience to the Ordinaries, and are themfelves 
to be fufpended i f they give us the..Communion: 
We muftnot, fay they,ftrive againft their Laws, 
nor feek that Minifters mould be perjured, falfe 
to their promifes and profeflions to admit us to 
Communion againft their Laws : Nor can any 
Church that firft excommunicateth us, call us 
Schifmaticks for not communicating with them, 
unlefs they prove that we give them juft caufe to 
excommunicate us. Hereof is fuppofed that the 
Reader underftandeth that f to be excommunicated 
ipfo fac~£o3~] is fine Jententta, without any need of a 
Judges fentence, to be aBtially excommunicate 
upon our f a f t donefo that the bare proof and 
notice of the faft is enough to warrant the 
execution ( Though a Judge may alfo pafs a 
fentence i f he fee caufe,) vid. Calv. Lexic. fund. 
And others commonly. There are fome others 
that go further, and think i t unlawful to have 
Communion with the Parifh Churches, becaufe 
they thus excommunicate us firft, without more 

caufe, 
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caufc, and becaufe they take/ the Paftors to be 
fcandalous by the forefaid Oaths, Declarations 
and fubfcriptions, and thofe that have not the 
peoples confent,to be no true Paftors. Bat thefe 
are herein difowned by the null: } and very few 
Minifters are of their mind that we know of, 
though many of the people much incline to it j 
efpecially they that live where the Priefts are ig ­
norant, fcandalous, floth/u!, or malignant ; be­
caufe P4 tl f i i t h , [With0% no not to cat ] But 
others tell them that i . I t is not the Parifh-Mi­
nifters that made the excommunicating Laws : 
2. And i f they fin themfelves, it is ignorantfy : 
3. And we have not a call and opportunity to 
hear and judge them. 

XL Even thofe called Independents hold ( i f 
M r . Ph. Nyes Mmufcript to that end may tell us 
their minds) chat it is lawful to hear the publick 
Parifh Minifters, becaufe the Magiftrate may fet 
Teachers over the People, and require them - to 
hear them : Though they hold that the People 
mould choofe their Paftors, and that the Sacra­
ments fhoul i be adminiftred and received freely, 
and not by force. Yea fuch Anabaptifts as Mr. 
Tombes fas is vifible in his Book)hoId that Com­
munion with the Parifh- Church is lawful, in the 
Word, Prayer, and Lords Supper. 

X I I . We commonly hold that men unjuftly ex­
communicated, are not thereby difobliged from 
publick wormiping of God, and living under Pa-
ftoral overfight and Church-difcipline, nor are 
bound to endanger their own falvation by neg­
lecting fuch duties, and lofing fuch helps and pr i -
viledges; and therefore maft be of fuch Churches 
as they can, i f they cannot be -of fuch as they 

would, 



would, or as are allowed by the Magiftrate. 
tifj X I I I . I t is not in the power of our (elves to 

i ^ y l e l ? p e f u c h excommunications : For we are not 
f f . i j l to change our own underlrandings, fo far as 
V% pi 1° h 0 , d e v e r y thing befutv na med, to be l awfu l : 

\f ^ o m e of us are able to fay that we Brave with a 
y W % - W | , , ^gnefs to fee the truth, ftudicd the cafe o f 
f ' j v ^ ' i t h e ° ' d Conformity above forry years, and the 

,rf|r cafe of the New-conformity now above feven-
jtf teen years,- and read almoft all that hath been 

J ^ i Z written for them, which we thought might add 
to our information-and prayed earneftly that God 

tfrf, Would not futfer us to erre | and the longer we 
ic^f / r f ^ u d y l t t n e more we are confirmed : In this cafe 
• j f i f w e fu r fe r publick and private obloquy and re-
t/T ( Ptoach, and not only thefc feventeen years the 

° J\ lofs of all Minifterial Maintenance, but the dan-
ger of 40/ . a Sermon, and imprifonment 5n com-
mon Gaols, and the mine o f our eftates and 

^ J 3 health : And in reafon its as eafie to think that 
w A ' l thev.tha t-hold their opinion on fuch terms, are 
y y f like ro-teas impartial in their ftudies. as they 

whofe way leaderh to preferment, wealth and 
•t^ift^I' ^onohr; of which we were capable of a part: We 

oftr power. And they that far, God will not con-

^ ] f a V 'therefore again, that to Conform, or prevent 
iP fiut t n e Exeommavicrtion ipfo factv, is not in 

demn men for that which they were not able to 
1 AW-£ a v o i ( i o r help, mould not do other wife them-

felves. -• -
' J r a ^ XIV. When the 1 Soo.or 2000 Minifters were 
^ f $ $ filenced, the far greateft part of them forbore all 
IJj i o ^ publi'ck Preaching, and only taught fome few in 

f , private, at fuch hours as hindered not the pub-
\\^J( 1 5 c k Affeniblies. and many o f them lived as p r i -
\&% vate men, ' X V T o 
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XV. To.this day it is fo with many of the 

Nonconforming: Thofe that live where they 
find final! need of their Preaching, or elfe have 
no call or opportunity, and cannot remove their 
dwellings,, c|0 hold no Affemblies, but as other 
men content themfclves to be Auditors., Tbofe 
that Jive.where are godly and peaceable Mi-<i-
fters in Publick, who vet ne* d help, do lead the 
people conftantlv to "the Pariin-Churches, and 
teach them themfelve? at other hours,: and help 
them from houfe to houfe : This is ordinary in 
the Countries, and even in London, with many 
M i m i c s rhat hold no Affembliesi yea many that 
were ejected out of City Parifh-Churches.; 

^vVL thole called Independents do keep up 
fticbChurches as they had gathered before; when 
none of,our prefent oaths, declarations, fubfcrip­
tions or practices were impofed on themj which 
is not therefore to be taken as new, * 
. X V I I . As to the reft, it was the great and ter­

rible Plague in 1665. which made this change in 
their Aflfembling and Mmiftration.When the pub* 
lick Minifters forfbok the, Ci ty , and the rich left 
the poor to mifery anddeath,, and people .lookt 
every day for their laft; when they that heard a 
German one day, were buried the next -t when 
death had: awakened the people to Repentance, 
and a regard of their everlafting ftate, divers 
Nonconfbrnuble Minifters refolved to . ftay with 
them ; They begg'd money out of the Countries 
for the poor, and relieved, them: They got into 
the empty Pulpits, and preached to them : A ^ 
vyhen Preachers and Hearers lookt every day for 
the ;r laftj it is eafie to conceive that there was 
ferious Preaching, and ferious Hearing :• By this 
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many that died were helpt in their preparations! 
and through God's great mercies, multitudes 
that furvived, repented and became the ferious 
fetkers of a better worJd.The men that did this 
Were moftly unmarried, and could eaiilier ven­
ture their own lives, rhan fuch as had families 5 

and fome of them that had families, yet trufted 
God, and moftdid fcape. We know but of one 
(pious Germane Minilier that died of the Plague 

> J in the City (and one of another Difeafe, if not 
% through want) and two that fled from it in the 

Country ) And when God had bleft thefe mens 
faithful" "labours with the convnfion of many 
fouls (efpecially Apprentices and young VC0Y*J 
the experience fo engaged their mutual affecti­
ons, that theMinifters refolved that they would 
live and die in fuch fervice as God had fo Welled 
and preferved them i n ; and their hearers relol-
Ved that they wou'd not forfake their Teachers: 

/ And thus the dreadful Plague began that which 
' / \ fo much now offendeth men, as a dangerous 

X / u Schifm. 
i ^ e O : XVIIT. And when fome men out of exec Hive 

caution, were ready to think that when that 
A Plague was ceafed ( having killed about an hun-

X / p dred thoufand ) the Minifters mould lay by that 
¥ . ^ \ publick work, and retire a^ain into fecretcor-

ncrs, God confuted them by his next dreadful 
F judgement,burning down the City the next year, 

1666 : So that there were neither Churches to 
ft) I f ,f go to, nor Minifters in the Parifhes to Preach, 

G' t ^ l nor rich men to maintain them: And could any 
^ AJ foul that "hated "not Chrift and mens falvation, 
[ f $ y s have wifbed the Nonconforming then todefert 

she mife.able people. When they newly came 
fron? 
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from under the terrour o f fuch a dreadfuf Plague, 
and when fuccefs and Gods protection had fo 
greatly encouraged them, and when prefently 
they were deprived o f their worldly rreafure, 
and had not houfes,or goods, or mon5',but thou­
sands utterly ruined in the world,and crept into 
holes and lived in poverty, when it was a wonder 
that they dyed not by hundreds o f famine, and 
when fuch a fight as London in its mines was 
before mens eyes, ( which he that faw fure can 
never forget,) I f then men, becaufe ,that the 
Bifhops or Parliament forbad them, fhould have 
refufed to Preach the Gofpel of Ghrift, M to 
teach men to lay up a treafure in Heaven, and to 
comfort fuch a ruined City., what excufe would 
fuch unfaichfull fervants have had at the bar of 
their great Judge <* 

XIX. Thefe two great and notorious neceffities 
fucceeding in thofe two dreadful years 166$ 
1666. calling the Nonconforrnable Minifters out 
o f their retirements, and latitantand filent ftate, 
refolved them to ferve <3od more diligently and 
openly than.-they-had done, whatever i t coft 
them: And many Country Minifters were awake­
ned to the like by the examples of thofe in Lon­
don;. Though yet a great number who are in 
places o f Iefs need,or not called out as aforefaid, 
ftilllie muchfilenr. 

XX. WHILE THE DREADFVL FIR& 
WAS WASTING LONDON and OTHER 
CORPORATIONS,!'!^ PARLIAMENT and 
BISHOPS WERE AT OXFORD MAKING 
^N OATH TO DRIPrE ALL NONCONFOR 
MISTS ABOVE FIVE MILES FROM ALL 
CITIES and CORPORATIONS that fend Bur-* 

geffes-
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genes to Parliament, and all other places where 
ever they had Preached fince the. ad: of oblivion. 
So that^had they obeved the Laws, London had 
been deferted in the Plague and in the mines, 
and few people furfered publickly to wor/hip 
God : At the m&ntion of which the hear t of the 
writer of this trembleih 5 efpecially to think 
how much further the Bifhops went in this then. 
the Synod of Jthacim and Jdacim went, from 
which Martin ferarated to the death by Gods 
miraculous inftrucVion. 

XXI.The Plague, Fire, Poverty, which have 
feized not only on London^ but on many other 
Corporations of E,gland,moxz than other places, 
and more than hath been known in our forefathers 
daies, make manv wifl i that the Corporation-
Oath and Declaration might be reviewed and 
that Gods Judg?iients as a Tnmpet founding 
REPENT O E N G L A N D were heard by all the 
Corporations o f the Land, before we hear that 
time is pafi : And that i t might be confidered 
whether either an Unlawful Impoftngy or an 
Vnlawful takjng, ar the neighbourhood of any 
Vulawful particulars, can warrant any man to 
declare that neither he nor any ether pe?fon, is 
obliged by that Vow, to Repent oj his fin, or to 
°ppofe prophanencJ^Popery or Schijm, or any thing 
contrary to found Dc thine and Godlinefs. And to 
enquire in what Countrey or age of the world, 
Chriftian, Mahometan, or Heathen, there was 
ever fuch a Law before. It was that age of the 
Church in which Hell ruled moft on earth, even 
in the Wars between Pope Gregory '7th. and 

*tfee Emperour, when the Pope (wore them cn 
one fide, and the Emperctr on the other ; and 

men 



mr\ fwore, and unfwore, and forHvore, as the 
( -rigwers rhat they were under bid them 5 which 

made Abbas VrfpergSnft,Cbronp. j^Sdy [Vt om-
nts homo jam fit pcrjurus & pradictis facmotibtis 
tmpiiCMusl u t VPX excufari pojfit qum [it in bis, 
pew popuUrfic & Sacsrdos. And that pleafant man 
(who knowcth his own name) who merrily de-

- r ide th his adversities, for gathering a doubt of 
our fundamentals from our differences, may more 
feelingly know one day that God will not hold him 
guilt I.fs that taketh his name in vain : And may 
confider that i t was no more precife a man than 
Cotta in Cicero (de Nat. Deon I. 1.) that would 
prove men did not believe that there was a God, 
becaufe they durft be perjured j inftancing in 
perjured and ungodly Catba : I t was not a fign 
o f Schifmaticks.,. but o f very charitable mode­
rate men, that could hear and regard fuch a per­
jured Miniftry, as Vrfyergenfu faith was then in 
the Roman Church a efpecially in Germany,where 
the temptation lay. 

X X I 1 . \ little after the Plague and Fire, fome 
Nonconforrruble Minifters about London, met, 
to confider whether our acTuall forbearance to 
joyn with the Parifh Churches in the Sacrament, 
might not tend to deceive men and make them 
believe that we were, for feparajion from them* 
and took their Communion to be unlawful: And 
upon theReafbns given in,they agreed that fuch 
Communion Was la wful and meer,when it would 
not do more harm than good : But becaufe at 
that time a ftorm was coming on men, from the 
Act againft Conventicles, and their judgment was 
againlt ruining thofe that in this were not of 
their minds (on the reafons aforefaid) and bein^ 

credibly 
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credibly informed that their communicating at 
fuch an unfeafonable time would not only per-
fwade men that force compelled them, but alfo 
draw them to ruine others that durft not imitate 
them, they refolved to delay for a fitter oppor­
tunity, becaufe God will have mercy and not fa-
crificej and our Liberty is not alwaies our Duty, 
nor muft be ufed toother mens deftruction.Thus 
violence croiTeth the Authors ends. 

X X I U . Shortly after, when fuch thoughts re­
turned, and many thought it meet to ;oyn in the. 
publick AlTemblies, the Oxford Oath andAcT o f 
Confinement was put in execution, and drove 
them all away : For the realbns aforefaid had fa-
tisfied them not todefert the fouls in all Cities, 
Corporations and places where they had 
Preached ; and fo they were fain to hide them­
felves to avoid fix months imprifonment in the 
comm on Gaols ( whither fome of us were 
fenrj) f 0 that i f they had come to the Parim-
Churehes, to Common-prayer or Sacraments,,' 
they had expofed themfelves to multitudes of 
witnenes, and fo to Certain imprifonment: Ex­
cept infome odd corners of the Country where 
they were Grangers (about five miles from Cor­
porations or acquaintance) where their example 
Would have wrought lit tle on any in the Cities,-
or that had known them : So that the Oxford 
A & moft erTedlually forbad them coming to 
Church, or holding Communion with any Parifh-
Churches within five miles of any fuch City,' 
Corporation or Village where they had Preach­
ed fince the Acl of Oblivion : This they couldt 
not avoid 

XXIV, Yet many Minifters were afraid of in-' 
& tr od a-. 
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Producing unwarrantable reparations, by avoiding 

, the feverities of the Law and'Bifhopsjand many 
that did. retire to Country-Villages five miles 
dutanr, as confined, did there conftantly ;oyn 
with the PariftVChurches in Liturgy and Sacra­
ment : But this being far from Cities., and not in 
the fight of the people that were moft difaffect-
ed to the Prelates and Liturgy, did little with 
them } and fo they were difabled by the Bifhops 
or Rulers to do what they defired againft other 
mens extreams. 

XXV. Before this, many Minifters had offered 
thankfully to accept the Liberty of Preaching in 
the Parifh Churches where the Liturgy is ufed, 
and being prefent at i t : And fome to this day 
that live in the Country, where they can get 16 
much favour, preach in the Parifh-Churches, and 
joyn in the Liturgy, and draw others to i t , and 
go from place to place thus to avoid being taken* 

X X V I . Many,feeing how we were thus driven 
not only from Preaching, but fuch Parijk- Com­
munion, were tempted to hard thoughts of fuch 
a t ta in as i f it came from thePapifts., who would 
have equalled, and mafs'd us up with themfelves. 

XXVII . Shortly after this, the Kings Clemen­
cy law caufe to make an alteration, and to give 
us his gracious indulgence by his Liccnfes for 
places and perfons : Upon this, Minifters boldly 
fer up Chappels under the Parifh Churches; and 
in all the time of this their Liberty, when there 
were witneffes enough, i f they had offended, we 
remember not that any were ever convict o f any 
word of feditious or unfound doctrine, or any un-
peaceable attempts. But while they had this 
leave to Preach themfelvesathey thought beft to 

. take 
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take it at the fame convenient hours that the 
Parifh Churches meet at: Other times being fo 
inconvenient, as that families cannot obferve 
them without hurt. And they could not Preach, 
and hear in the Parijh-Churches at once. 

XXVII I . All this while, though they had the 
Kings authority for their Affemblies, fome 
Clergy men ceafed not to accufe them of Schifmj 
Shewing that i t is the want o f fomething elfe 
rather than the Kings authority on which they 
ground their accufation. 

XXIX. Some Nonconforming have thefe i j 
years forborn to baptize or adminifter the Lords 
Supper, or to be Paftors of any Churches, but 
only Preached occafional/y where the Parifhes 
were fo great, that one of ten or twemy had no 
room in the Church ; and where fome of many 
years had heard no publick worfhip o f God : 
And they have publifhed to the people that they 
affembled them not to feparate from the Parifh 
Churches or their worfhip, but for their meer 
neceiTity, perfwading none to come to hear them, 
but fuch as cannot come into the Parim Churches 
to hear: Yet-are they accufed for drawing men 
from the Church. 

XXX. Thefe Mir.ifters in thefe places have 
been profecuted more feverely than the reft, by 
imprisonments, fines and guards againft their 
meetings; which induced others to Preach in 
the City where there feemed lefs need, becaufe 
they found quietnefe no where elfe, and becaufe 
fome out of the remoter needy Parifhes might 
come thither to them. 

XXXI. Though they have loft all Miniftefialj 
maintenance, and are lyable to pay 20/, the firft 
Sermon,and40/.the relr,and 20 /. for thepround 
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for all that- they Preach, befides fix months 
imprifqnment in the common goals,and poverty 
difablcth City/and Countrey to maintain themj 
and fome w i t h W ives and Children have long 
lived on little befides''brown Rye-Bread and 
Water j and others, that can live of their own, 
expend all in the charges of the places and 
adjuncts where they Preach for nothing* and 
fbrne never took any pay, from the firft thefe 17 
years, but patiently ferve God and waft their 
ftrength under mens obloquy and reproach j yet 
are there not wanting pcrfons of the Clergy, 
who reprefent their greateft and deareft fervices 
as their greateft fins, andaccufe them as enemies 
of the Churches peace,and the leaders of Schifm, 
and in pulpit and print provoke authority to 
execute the Laws more feverely on them 3; 
Though the execution hath coft fome excellent 
men their lives already, and they may know 
thatr.o.execution fhort of death or utter difable-
ment wi l l make the moft confcionable forfake 
their duty, and facrilegioufly defert the Office 
to which'they were dedicated and ordained: 
(As the late cafe o f the Hungarian Minifters 
declareth :) And fuch courfes never ended in 
the honour of thofe of the Clergy that Procured 
them": Yea fome as going to the bar of God, have 
undertaken to prove, that it is through pride and 
covetoufnefs that we conform not. And becaute 
fome Churches called Independent withdraw not 
their maintenance from their Paftors, and lome 
few others have maintenance of their own, or 
friends that wil l not fee them want, they would 
make flrangers believe that the common fort 01 
Nonconforming whofe families live infufferings 
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and wants, are gainers by their Nonconformity : 
Though themfelves that have the molt and 
richeft on their fide, would be loth to take tip 
with fuch maintenance,and often Preach, how taa 
a cafe the Church would be in, i f Minifters were 
left to the peoples charity : While they live in 
fulnefs thus thev envy their poor brethren, who 
that they may finitti their courfe, would be glad 
of leave to labour for nothing, and live on alms, 

• taking Gods favour for their reward. 
XXXIL And to compleat all, fome blufl not-to 

accufe them, as the bringera «n of 
firing Liberty , as i f Preaching the Oofpet 
not do more to keep out Popery tha.,tlu *uo 
ranee o f untaught people , As i f our carneft re 
quefts eighteen ye^s ago, that we ic not be 
mafs'd up w i t h the Papifts, nor j i door opened to 
them bv our divifions and futienngs, were an 
forgotten: As i f the Nonconforming were neercr 
Popery than they that would have the Pope to 
be PrLipiMmVnitttis to the Univerlal Church:, 
As i f their Printed Morning Ledures againit r o ­
pery, and many other Writings, did not fumci-
ently mew their diftance from i t : As i f the J a~ 
p>fli defired the Liberty, rather than the ftlencing 
of the Nanconfoimifts ; or deftred any dung 
more than that fo many hundred- adversaries to 
Popery, and all the Proteftants o f England who 
adhere to them, might becaft out, and brought 
as low as themfelves, and put into the fame con­
dition, that they might (rand or fall together. 
Nay, what i f on fuch neceflity they mould ac­
c e p t ' o f favour from any Papifts that would 
fave them? I f one Party would bring men to 
fuch a pafs that they mutt be hanged/impr.ifoned, 
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ruined, orworfe, unlefs the favour o f the Pa-
pifts deliver them j and the other Party had ra­
ther be faved by Papifts,than be hanged or ru in : 

ed by Proteftants, which of thefe were more to 
be fufpeAed of Popery ? efpecially i f the fame 
men that give us the Alarm that Poperv is com­
ing in, undertook the fole teaching of'thofe by 
whom they fufpett its entrance, and yet would 
not abate a needlefs Oath, or covenant or cere­
mony to keep it our, or ftrengthen the Prote-
ltants by the Union, for which we have fo long 
patiently begg d and waited. 

X X X I I I . The molt of our acquaintance take it 
for their duty to do their belt to keep up the re­
putation of the publick Conformable Miniftry, 
that it may further Love and Concord, and the 
fucccfs o f their labours with the people j and 
they profefs to take their own AfTcmblies but as 
Chapels, and not as difimft, much lefs as fepara* 
ted Churches : And thofe o f them who do ad­
min iff er the "Sacraments, and do that which is 
like the Separates way, yet do it not on their 
principles, but pro tempore, t i l l God fhall give 
them opportunity to ferve him in the eftablifhed 
way (if ever it may be hoped for i) it being re­
formed or well ordered Parifh-Churches under 
the Government and countenance of theChriftian 
Magiftrates, which are moft agreeable to their 
defires. 

XXXIV. When we go into the Parifli-Churches, 
we find thofe that have able godly Minifters ufu-
ally to be as full as will conlift with the peoples 
hearing the voice (which in many places wil l not 
reach to a great part of the Congregation:^ we 
find fuch Preachers, whether Conformable, or 

Non-
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Nonconformable, every where almoft crouded 
after; which mews that it is not meer faction 
that moveth the hearers ; and that worthy men 
have no caufe of aifcouragtment: And i f none of 
either fide be valued much above their worth 
(for the bare Office fake) we cannot help i t ; nor 
would it be helped i f there were no Nonconform 
milts : Some of us well remembring the time 
(1632. t i l l ie i to .) when we were troubled or 
threatned alfo for going out o f our own Parifhes 
to hear worthy, able men that were very con­
formable. 

XXXV. I t is very ordinary with Gentlemen 
and others that are zealous for the prefenc 
Church-State in London, to go from their own 
Parifhes, though the Canon be againft it :fo,thac 
i t is not, fure, the breach of the Canon that they 
ftick at. 

XXXVI. W e mail never diffwade men f rom 
making the ftricteft Laws to punitTi any Non­
conform'^ that (hall bexproved guilty of Sedi­
tion,, Difloyalty ,Drunkennefs,Fornication,S wear­
ing, and any other immorality ; but we know of 
none of them that was filenced,-ejected, or pu-
nifhed on any fuch account: Nay, i f they Preach 
againft their Church Government, Liturgy, or 
Ceremonies, we muft expert .that they fhould be 
reftrained. Our earned: defire is, that the Ma-
giftrate would keep up Peace and Order in the 
Church, that Popifh Clergy men may not think 
that it belongeth to them alone to do it. 

XXXVII . Whereas there is a fort of ignorant 
or i l l meaning men, that ftill fay Live know nor 
what the Nonconforrmfls would have, andwwjwUi 
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we offer to beg on our knees for leave to do i t ; 
yve humbly intreatthemto weary men^awake no 
more with that canting, i . As long as the Kings 
Declaration about Ecclefiaftical affairs is vifible. 
2. And as long as our Reply- and our. Reformed 
additions to the Liturgy, and our Petition\for Peace 
which refpected the old Conformity remain un-
aufwered by thofe to whom in 1660 we did 
prefentthem: 3. And t i l l we are once called or 
allowed i&fpea^ for our felves l | a in f t the new 
conformity, a favour which the .juftice of old 
Romane Heathens, yea and fplenetick Jews did 
grant to all that were accufed before they puni-
fiied them, but fince Popery prevailed in the 
world is become a thing among them not to be 
expected. 4. And as long as men know that" 
Bifhop f f ilkjns and Dr. Burton appointed by the 
Lord Keeper B. idgman to treat with fome of 
us of the terms oSVnion, (laying i t was His 
Ma jefties PleafureJ did come to a ful l agreement 
wi th us in terminis, which was drawn up 
into the form of an Act bv no worfe a man 
than tha t 'PILLAR OF JUSTICE the excellent 
Judge Hale, and the Parliament prefently Voted 
that no fuch Act mould be brought in and offered 
Dear Brethren, God is the father o f Lights and 
with him is nodarknefs : Men may be mocked 
but God is not mocked : I f the day that wil l 
bring works o f darknefs to light, and finally clear 
the Innocent, be not the object o f certain faith 
and hope, let our caufe be bad, and let us as fools 
be judged fuch as have forfaken our beft hopes: 
But that itisotherwife we believe, and therefore 
appeal to a righteous God from an unrighteous 
world. ' ' , " . ' i 

XXXVII I . 
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. XXXVII I . What harm our Preaching the doct­

rine offalvatiort can do to the Bifhops or people 
of the Land ( while they may punifh us for any 
word that we fpeak amifs :) And why we fhould 
not rather fpeak ^ » / / ( w h e r e men may bear w i t ­
ness o f our errours, ) than in fecret ( where men 
are tempted to too much boldnefs:,) And what 
but a fpirit of envy, or a carnal intereft crofs to 
the intereft of Chrift and mens falvation, mould 
grudge at fuch Preaching, while we are relponfi-
ble for all that we fay or do amifs,we cannot tell, 

XXXIX. Nor can we tell , i f our not /wearing, 
or not entering into the Bijhops National Covenant, 
be as great a crime as our penalties import,why 
no other mulct or penalty will ferve turn to ex­
piate crimes, but our ceafing to preach the 
Gofpel of Salvation, while we are willing to do 
i t under the ftricteft Laws of Peace and Order. 

XL. I t is vifible that the Parifh-Churches of 
thofe Minifters (ceteris paribus) are fulleft of Au­
ditors, who are moft willing that the Noncon-
formifts help them in due time and place, and 
defire to live with them in Love and Concord : 
For all that have the fpirit o f holy love and peace, 
do love thofe that have the fame fpirit : And fuch 
ferious.holy Conformifts as Bolton^ Whately, Fen-
uer, F reft on, Sibbs, St ought on, Gouge, and fiich o-
ther, were formerly as much crouded after as 
Nonconformifts : But i t is thofe that Preach a-
gainft holy Love and Concord, and wrangle with 
the moft Religious fort whom they mould encou­
rage, whofe Congregations are thineft ( ufually ) 
through the tepidity of their followers, and the 
.diftafte of others. 

X L I , When we read in the Council of C deed. 
I the 



the Egyptian Biftiops crying fo long mifereminV, 
mifirimini, lying proftrate on the earth, even 
when they could fay, Non diffentimus, and beg-
ing o f their fellow Biftiops for their lives and 
confidences, and their Brethren crying againft 
all \_Away with them, They are Heretic^ while 
they profefled the fame Faith j while the men 
that with fuch out-crvs were condemning thofe 
o f their own eonfeflbn, had newly cryed, Omnes 
peccavimns, for condemning Elavianus, and the 
Truth, and faying, that they did it for fear3 and 
owned that Eutychianifm, which yet thefe £-
gyptian B-ftiops now difowned, i t mindeth us 
that even Bimops had need to be remembred, 
that while the wheel is turning, the upper fide 
mould not tempt men to forget what fide will 
be uppermoft fhortly and for ever. 

^Additions : more particularly of 
National Churches. 

§ i . * l p H e r e are fome worthy perfons who 
J plead more fpeciaMy for National^ 

Churches as of Divine Inftitution, whofe Doctrine 
calls us to a fpecial confideration o f i t . But 
though fome of us have oft defired it, we have 
not hitherto obtained, any fatisfadlion what they 
mean by A National Church, or any true defini­
tion which they agree in : Some of them deride 
us for doubting and asking the queftion,and fome 
anfwer it to the increafe o f our doubt. 

§ 2. It muft be prefuppofed that we fpeak not 
ofa meer Community that hath no Paftors, but 
ftriaiy o f a Society called by fome Political, by 

others 
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others Organized, conftkuted o f Paftors and 
People mutually related ; which is the ordinary 
fenfe of the word [Church?] And we muft pre-, 
mife what being commonly agreed on, is none 
o f our doubt or queftion. 

§ 3- The queftion is not whether any, or all 
Nations and Kingdoms mould be Chriftians, and 

be the Kingdoms of Chrift : That's paft doubt, 
a. Nor is i t whether in fuch Kingdoms the King 
be the Head, as to the power o f the (word 5 that 
is, a Chriftian Civil Governour of a Chriftian 
People that are his Subjects. We daily pray 
that the Kingdoms of the world may all be Chri­
ftian ; and we believe that their Kings are the 
Governors by the fword, of all the Clergy, as 
well as others. 3. Nor is the queftion whether 
K i ngs may call all their Kingdoms into a holy 
Covenant with God (by lawful means j giving 
them an example firft themfelves. 4. Nor do 
we contend about an Equivocal Name, whether 
a Chriftian Kingdom, as fuch, may be called a 

xNational church, j . No nor whether a Chn-
ftian Nation, governed by a Heathen or Maho­
metan King, may be called a Chriftian Church or 
Kingdom; or a Proteftant Nation ruled by a 
Papift King, is to be called a Proteftant Kingdom 
or Church:for thisis but about bare names. 6.Nor 
do we queftion whether a Chriftian King may 
make fuch accidental difparity between the Pa­
ftors, as we have before defcribed. 7. Nor yet 
whether the Paftors of one Kingdom may aflb-
ciate and hold Synods for Unity and Counfel,and 
be named a National Church, as they are fuch 
AtTociations, obliged to Concord. 

§ 4 . But our doubts are thefe 5 1. Whether 
i t 
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be in i t felffpecially inftituted by Gad.that every 
Kingdom or Ni t ion of Chriftians (hil l h a v e [ 0 ^ 
.fttmmam Poteftatem eff nttaliter EcclefiifticaW, or 
one Prtefl-ffead, (wnether &jt4$*f&fi% or an 
•Ariftocracy, or XCoat'wa Synrif^^ conitiru~ive 
pare of the National Ch ireh. 2. vV iech-r this 
Pris(l-H^d (whether High-Pneft, or Council,,) 
ftand in fubordination to the King, as part o f the 
Tame formal Church, as a G-ueral, or a Viceroy, 
ruVt maketh not a diftincT: Kingdom, (though he 
m i y mak~ a d< t i n t fubord nate Society as an 
Army, City, dec) or is he Head ofa coordinate 
different fpecies, fo as that the faroe Kingdom 
mall be two Policies for-mil v, viz.; a Chriftian 
Kingdom or Royal Church, and a Prieftly 
Church j each being fupream in their proper 
lpecies, and both made coordinate bv d r i f t 5/ 
and fo they are form tilv two Churches National. 
ASo-it the Jews the Controverfie is made by 
Diflenters (e. f . GaUfpie, Colemm, &C ) 
exceeding difficult. 3. Whether the very Jewifti 
Church-Policy be eftablifhed bv Chrift for the 
Ghriftidn < :hurch,orbe repealed3 4 Whether the 
faid Eedefiaftjcal Head muft be O ie as rhe High 
Prieft,or an Ariftocrady of miny, or a Synod o f 
the whole Clergy? or whether i t be left indiffe­
rent which ? %. Or whether Gud hi th ordained 
fuch a National Church-form, only by the ge­
neral Command of doing all things in O der and 
Unity and to Edification? &Whfch is the Prieftly-
Head, or higheft Govern our of the Church o f 
Englmd, which is a constitutive p i r t , as a King 
in a Kingdom ? 7. Wno is i t that choofeeh or 
authorizeth the National Prieftly-H?ad, that we 
may know when we have a lawful Chief Pallor 

and 


