
| . When Leo came to reign, the (edition revived 
at Alexandria between the murderers of Pre* 
terms \ Timothy Elurus made Bifhop by the 
Councils enemies, depofed by Leo, and Timothy, 
Salophacioitis ppt in his place, and all was in con-
fufion. The Egyptian Bifhops write to the Empe-
rour againft the Eutychiam 5 The Emperour fends 
forth his circular letters for the Council; Niceph, 
l. l f L c . 17. 18. 19. 4. At Antioch, Petrus, 
Qapheus ambitious of the Biflioprick, got into 
Martyrius place by Leo's help,and anathematized 
all that would not fay that God was Crucified and 
Suffered, and tore that Church in pieces : M*r-
tirius, when he could do no good, forfook them, 
With thefe words [ Ckro rcbelli et populo ino'oe-
dienti & ecclefa contaminate, nuncium remitto :J 
Cnapheus reviled the Council : Leo for this bam
med him : Stepbanusp friend of the Counciljluc-
ceeded h im; him boyes killed with fharpquils 
and caft him into the river for favouring the 
Council: And Calendton fucceeding him, made 
£hem Anachematize the aforefaid Cnjphm. Leo 
being dead, dilfolute Zeno reigned, Bafilifius 
taking advantage of his lewd life, ufurped the 
Empire, and made ufe of the Schifms to promote 
his ends : And rirft publimeth his circular againft 
the Council of Cdcedon ; to this faith Niceph. L 
16. befides the three Patriarchs no lefs than 
five hundred Bilhops fubferibed, and renounced 
the Council. But Acacius of Confiantin. and Day. 
Columella ptrfwaded Bafilifcus quickly to Write 
clean contrary Letters for the Council, feeing 
that this was like to prove the ftronger fide. 
And when Zeno was reftored, who was for the 
Council., the A~fian Biibops turned again, and 
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wrote to Acafes to be pardoned, faying that 
Shey fuWcribed to BaftUjcus fir ft Letters, not 
voluntarily, but through fear Nceph.l. 16. c. 9. 
Then things were turned back again ; t i l l Zeno 
thought it the beft way to write hisHenoticon or • 
a Conciliatory edicT, that none fhould be forced 
toprofefs tbemfelves either for or againft the 
Council,perceiving that the Bimops would never 
come to agreemenr^either as for it or againft i t : 
But this ended not the divifions : -But at Anttech 
CaUndton was "caft put. And Pet. Cnapheus got in 
again: And at 'Alexandria between' Peter Mog-
^ j a n d John ftriving'who fbould hold the place, 
all was in confufidn". Yea the Schifm reached to 
Rome alfo; for Moggus at .Alexandria Anathe
matizing the Council, and perfecuting diflen-
ters, The Emperour feeks to reconcile them: 
Felix at Rome condemneth^cv?/m at Conftanrino-
ple , for communicating with Moggm : Acafms 
condemneth Felix, blorting his name out of the 
Sacred Albe. Asafos dyerh, and the Emperour 
found it fo hard to choofe a Patriarch, that 
mould caufe no (edition, that he will have God 
choofe one 5 and to that end puts a blanck paper 
on the Akar,and another requeuing God that an 
Angel might write there the name of the 
Patriarch that mould pofiefs the place: The doors 
are Iockat,and forty daies faffing and prayer com-
iru.nded ro prevail with God : One Flavitas 
bribeth the Key- Keeper, who was the Ernpe-
rours Lord Chamberlain, and he writetb, 
Tikvitai name in the Paper and fealeth up the 
door again, and fo there was a Patriarch chofen 
h)r an Angel 5 but dyed fuddenly within four 
Hiontus; But before he dyed3 hejoyned With 
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Peter of Alexandria by fynodal Letters roAnathe-
matize the Council of Calcedon and yet wrote 
to the Bifhop o f Rome that he renounced Com
munion with Peter, and he wrote to Peter that 
he renounced Communion with the B:fhop of 
Rome. Euphemius fuccecded him, and he rafed 
-P^mname out of the Book, and joyned with 
the Roman' Bilbop. Peter and Eu-phemius as 
Generals were gathering fynodical Armies againft. 
each other, arid Peter dyeth. Athanaflas that 
fucceeded him, would fain have reconciled his 
Church but could not: Palladia* fucceeded Penr 
Cnaphetts at Antioch : Both thdr Patriarch, 
joyn together to curfe the Council o f Cdcedon y 
They die: ?ohn fuccceded at Alexandra and 
EUvUnUsit[Antioch : Thefe alfo ;oyr,to curfe 
the Council, while the Patriarchs of Rome and 
Confrantmople are for i t , and curfe rhem. Zeno 
dkthjnd Anaftafrs Dicoms is chofen Emperour. 
He (faith Niceph. I. 16, k i 5.) being a man of 
Peace, and defiring the ceafmg of all contention 
left all to their liberty to think of the Council ot 
Cdcedon as they pleafed : Hereupon the Bimops 
fell into three Parties, fome fervent for every 
word of the Council; fome curfed i t j and fbrne 
were for Zeno's Henoticon, or filence, or fufpen-
fion : Thefe renounced communion accordingly 
with one another 5 the Eaft was one wai5 the 
Weft another) and Libya another: /Nay, the 
Eaftern Bilhops among themfelves ; the Weftern 
among themfelves, and the" Lybian among them-
felves. renounced communion with each other 
(Niceph. c. 25 ) Tanta confafio< mentiumqke Cdigo 
(Taith the Hiftorian) orbem unwerfam incfjpt.'^kie 
Emperour having refolved to keep peace, and 

make 
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make no change, was forced to,fall upon t,liofe 
o f both fides that were'molt turbulent. At 
jtantinople he put out Enphemim (or )fbr diflike 
o f him.) This Emperour, before his Enthroning, 
had given under his hand to Ettphemim, a pro-
mife to ftand for the Council: He demanded his 
writing again 5 Euphemius denied him, and was 
caft out: Macedonia fucceeded h im: He had the 
fame writing : The Emperour demanded i t of 
h i m : He alfb denied h im: The Emperour would* 
have put him ou t ; The people rile up in (edi
tion, and cryed, It is a time af Martyrdom » Let 
m all jttvkjothe Bijh.^p : And they reviled the 
Emperour, calling him a Manichee, unworthy 
the Empire, The Emperour was fain to fubrrut 
to Maiedoniw, who fharplv rebuked him as the 
Churches enemy j but in time He remembred 
this, and call: out' Macedonia;9 and burnt the 
Councils.Aft?,.and put Tmothy in his place, who 
preferitly pull'd down the Image of Macedonia*: 
The Patriarchs alfo of Alex.Amtochy SrBiftiopot 
J f r / ^ ^ , w e r e all caft out, even thofe that were 
againft the Council. Pet, Cnapheus had made one 
Xejiaiasd Perftan fervant & unbaptized, Bifhopof 
Efterapolis: He was againft Images, and brought 
a troop of Monks to Antiocb, to force Flaviantis 
the Bifhop to curfe the Council: FUviams de
nied i t : The people ftuck to the Bifhop, and lo 
unanfwerablv difputed down the Monks, that lo 
great a mulritude o f them were flain,as that they 
threw their bodies into the River Orontesyto lave 
them labour o f burying o f them. (Nicep. c.27.) 
But this was not all j another-troop of MonKs 
orcalofiri i, that were of Flavianus fide, hear
ing of the tumult, flockt loAnnoch, and 



another {laughter as great as the former (Tauh 
t l e HiftorianJ For this the Emperour banifl t d 
Fiavianus, whofe followers thought his pur.'fr-
ment too great aftei all rhefe murders. P t ie 
be ng dead, the Bifliops o f Alexandria, Egypt 
and Lyhia, fell in pieces among themfelvesje^li 

1 having their feparate Conventions : The relr of 
theEaftalfo feparated from the Weft becaufe 

*l the Weft would not communicate with them, 
unlefs they would curfe Nejlorias, Bunches, 

! Biofcoms, MOMUS, and Acacias. And yet (faith 
Niceph. I. 16. c 2 8.) Gertpw* & 

t . Eutychetis felialores fuere, ad maxmam pauata-
tem redaZi fant. Xenaias bnngeth to Flavian 

t - the names of Theodore, Tbeodonte Ibas, and ( 
others,as Nefionans, and tells him, i f ^ ^ t h e - V 

1 manze not all thefe, he is a Nefiorsfn, * fratever 
• he fay to the contrary : Flavian was unwilling, 
• but his timerou? fellow-B mops perfwading him, 

he wrote his curfe againft them,and lent it to the, 
1 Emperour. Xenaias then went further, ara re~ 
• quired him to curfe the Council: They prevail

ed with the Ifaarian Bifhops to eonfent and all 
• renounced the refufers as Neffonans: And hus 

the Council having (in name)condemned theNe-
ftanans and Eutychians, the Eutychtam callrd all 

J Nefiorians that curfed not the Council, and got 
^ many caft our. After Flavian fSeverns got tn at 

I Antioch: The firft dav he curfed the Council 
("though it's faid that he fwore to the Emperour 

<J before that he would not) Niccp. c. 29. In Pa-
$ leffine there were renewed the like eonfufions a-

-|) bout the condemnation of Flavian and Macedo-
nins: About Antioch Severus Lerters frightened 
inany Bifhops to curfe the Council^ and thofe 

d< A • • " • ' ' **:* " : ' . that 



[ i 8 4 

Wt held two Natures : Some Bifliops revoked 
their fentence,and Paid they did ic for fear: Some 
itood out: And the Jfanrian Bifliops, when they 
repented, condemned Severn* himfelf, that drove 
them to fubferibe : And fome Bifliops fled from 
their Churches for fear. Cofmas and. Severianus 
lent a condemnation to Severn* : The Emperour 
hearing of ir , fent his Procurator to cait them 
out of their Bifhopricks for prefuming to con
demn their Patriarchs. The Procurator found 
the people Co refolute, that he fent word to the 
£<nperour, that thefe two Bifliops could not be 
calt out.without blood-fhed : The Emperouran-
f^eredj that he would not have a drop of blood 
fted for the bufinefs. HtLas Bifhop o f ferufa-
lem, found all the other Churches in fuch confu-
fion, condemning one another, that he would 
communicate with none o f them but Enphemms 
at Confi. Nic-p. c. 32. And that vou may fee how 
people then were moved,a Monk or Abbot Tbeo-
dolius gathering an Affembfy, loudly cryed out in 
the Pulpit, \_If any man equalnot the jour Councils 
w;t h the four Evangel-(Is, let him be Anathema.~\ 
This voice of their Captain refolved them all , 
and they took it as a Law, that the four Councils 
fliould be [faens hbris accenfenda ~] and wrote to 
theEmperour certamen fe de eisadfangumem ufq; 
fabittiros, fThis was then thefubmiflion to Prin
ces by the adherents to the Councils of the Bi-
ftiops.) And they went about to the Cities to 
bring them to joyn with them. " The Emperour 
wrote to HeUasto reform this : He rejecting his 
Letters, Souldiers were fent to compel them." 
The Orthodox Monks gathered by the Bifhops, 
tiifttiiltmhjly cajf the lumper ours Souldiers put of 

the 



the G&ncki (ct 3 4 ) After another conflux they 
anathematized thofe that adhered to Severus. 
The Emperour provoked, fent ~Qtyinpim -witji a 
.band of Souldiers to conquer them He came 
and caft out Helias, and put in John : The Monks 
gather again,and the Souldiers being gone, they 
caufe John to engage himfelf to be againft Seve
rn, and ftand for the Council, though unto blood 5 

which contrary to his word to Olympius, he did. 
The Einperour depofed Olympms, and fent ano
ther Captain Anaflafm, w b o P u t ^ P ' ; ^ o p m 

prifon, and commanded him to defpife the Conn-? 
cil 5 confuting with another Bifliop, he promifed 
to obey, him, i f he would but let him out ot p r i - « 
fontwodaies before,, that it might not lee ma 
forced ad:This being done,the B.mop contrary 
to the Congregation, in the pulpit, before the 
Captain cryeth out £If .any 4"* to Emyches and 
N.eflorias (contraries) and Se-v.srks and Sotencbus 
C&fir,;lethim be Anathema : If any follow not the 
-Opinions of the four univerfal Synods, let him be 
Anathema.'] TheCaptain thus deluded, fled from 
the multitude, and was glad to fave himfelf: The 
Emperour being offended at this, the Bifhops 
•write to him that at Jerufalem, the fountain o f 
Doftrine, they were not now to learn the Truth, 
and they, would defend the Traditions, if need be, 
even to bloody Nic.p.c. 34. 

Timothy Bifhop of Conftantinople took' the man-
plea fin g way, and one. while was for the Calcedon 
Council, another while he ciirfed i t . Being to 
choofe an Abbat, the Abbatrefufed his election, 
unlets he confented to the Council of Calcedon. 
Timothy curfed thofe presently that received 
nrot the Council: His Archdeacon hearing him, 

reproached 
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reproached him that like htrjpus^ roled every 
Way: The Emperour hearing i t , rebuked him, 
and walht away the charge and prefently 
curled every one that received the Council. 
f f p * - c. 3 $ Yet Rome though now under a-
notber King ( , b^donch an Ama Gcth ) had a 

^ part m the Schifm : F flns a Roman Senator 
was fent from Ueodorici to the Emperour on an 
Embattle : Which when he had done, he dYfired 
that Conitanutopie would keep holy daies for 
Fetcr and Paul as Rome did, and he prevailed: 
And he fecretly affured the Emperour that Ma& 
tajtm tfilhop of Rome would receive the Henoti-
con ( to fufpend the confent to the Calcedon 
Council ; and would fubfcribe it . But when the 
tmbaliadour came home, the Pope was dead : 
lo make good his word, he got a party to 
choofe Laurentius Pope, that would do i t : The 
people ( that then had the chief choice ) ch'ofe 
Svmmachusfo there were two Popes: And the 
fedition continued three years not without daugh
ters, rapines and other 'calamities ( Niceph. c. 
3 f . ) t i l l Tbeodorick^ zn Adrian more righteous 
than the Popes \ called a fynod and confirmed 
fywmacbus: But Lamemius ftirred up the people 
to fedition and was quite degraded. The £ m p e -
rour favouring the addition £ ^ i Crucijixus efi 
p*o nobis 2 the people feditioufly cut off a Moi ks 
head and fet i t up on a pole infcnbing i t an 
e":ni1 to the Trinity : The Emperour overcome 
w k h their confufi'on and orthodox rebellions, 
cdled an afiembly and offered to refign his 
Cro^vn, defiring them to choofe another; Which 
f'pote chem with % h remorfe,that they defire<l 
mm to reaffume his Grown and promifed to for

bear 
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bear fedition : But he dyed fhartly after. But I 
miift not tranfcribe hiftcrical Volumes. f*fo* 
fucceeded Anafixfms in the Empire,ahd fvjtiman 
him : Thefe were for the Synod : But Theodora 
Jttftintans Wife was againft i t : Some thought 
by compact, that each part might have a head, 
which was indeed but one ( Niceph. 1.17. c. 7 . ) 
Should I tell you1 in their reigns how the Eccle-
fiaftica! war continued, how Pope Agathon 
munus impojuit Men* Conflant. quod antea nun-
^-im faChmefi, Nictpn.c: 9; How Mcnas and 
the Pope excommunicated one another, and how 
fnfiinian ufed Vt&lius the Pope, &c. it would be 
over tedious to tell. I have wrote this much to 
fhew you how far the Patriarchal feats conduced 
to the Churches peace, and how for the four firft 
Councils of Bifhops caufed Chriftian Love and 
Concord: No fuch things can be faid o f the 
AiAbians,™* Novation Phrygiansothers 
that had Bifhops in the villages : Should I but 
now'turn to Rome and tell you what was done 
there, all thisConfufion,blood and mifery is but 
aiealr to i t : But I have faid enough of that m 
many trearifes againft Popery 5 and ?*™™™Z 
of the above 40 years Schifm when they had i 
o r * Popes at once; and of the above 50 Popes 
Vt&tnms and Genebrard tbemfe ves caU 
Apoftatical, put in by whores.and Poyk>n men 
not to be named, fave ~ keep a reckoning of 
the times; many damned by Councils astaornd 
Adulterers, Murderers, Simonifts, Hereticks, or 
Infidels: Nor will I recite how m the many 
wars between the Popes and £mperours , the B i -
fliops fwore, and unfwore, and forfwore as the . 
upper fide compelkd them, as Vrfpergenfis 

com-
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tomplaineth. Nor wi l l I ftand to tell you, how 
the j^ope and Patriarch of Cor.fiaminofie ( t o 
whom adhere thofe of Anticch a AUxandria 
and liYufalem ) have thefe thoufand years almoit, 
divided and diffracted the Chrifiian world, by 
ftriving which fhculd be the greatest, when 
Chrift had io fully decided the cafe. But what 
row i f after fb many hundred years confufion it 
fhould prove, .that all this ftir was in the dark, 
and that Nefionus E»tyches, and Diofcomsweie 
o f the fame mird except in words: Can the 
tongue of man then ft fficiently exprefs the Bi-
fhops guilt? A rare French Divine and Philofopher 
David Derodon hath written aTreatife de fvppofitc, 
copioufly proving that Nefiorius was orthodox, 
and Cyril an heretick, and all the firft Ephefm 
Council that adhered to him j that EmychesanA ' 
Dtofcorth taught but the fame herefie that 
Cyril didj that the Council of Calcedon ignorantfy 
condemned Nefiorius and truly ftabliflied .his 
opinion 5 and cryed up Cyril, and damned his 
doctrine : And he citeth abundant paffaees out 
o f Cyril, where he cxprefly denyeth two naturej 
in Chrifr, ( as Lr>. 2. adfuccejs. In Ghnfio duas 

fiaturas mat as ajferimus: pofipinionem vero ademptH 
jam f£ duas -divi(ione3 unam ejfe credimusnaturam 
fiUi incarhnti: ) And that Nefiorius exprefly 
affureth that there are two natures and but one 

'perfon : The citations are numerous and unde
niable. But I think that Cynl, Eutyches and 
Diofcorus ^who were all of one mind ) did 
mean that the natures were but one in op-
pofition to divifion, but not in oppofition to 
difiinttion. And that Neficrmsfa id they were 
two as difiingmjhed but not as divided^ and all 

im 
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this blood, reparation and confufion was between 
men of one mind , for want of skill in the 
explication of words, and through worldly 'deligns. 
I know fome wil l fay, were all thefe Cornells of 
Bifhops fach fools in comparifonof you ? But can a 
man deny notorious truth in reverence to Bi -
ftops ? I f fo, which part of the Bifhops mult I be
lieve i f they fay the fnow is black : The Amans, 
and myeUans were far the greater number. 

And now as the beft Philofophers think that expe
riments defaBo muft be premifed to, the Theory, 
fo we think this touch of hiftoryjnuft. be^eonfide-
red by them that think Jewilh Pr.e, hood or 
National, Patriarchal or ^ ™ f ^ ^ X ^ , 
ty is the neceffary means o theXharc^es G p ^ 
cord : Let them compare the diffcntiODs cau.ed 
byTit Ic Village Bifhopl and tynods for me-Con 
- d , y e a o r b y f e p a r a t i n g ^ d y ^ o ^ ^ t h e f e 
wh ch Patr archall and Metrupomii^ 
« o & I n d they will appear to b e ^ ^ b u t as 

afcuffle at B a i t t f g ? t c ^ 
yet we have inftanced but in the-beil t u i . s ot 
dominion, in comparifon of which Councils, Pre
lates and later times have been a m e e r ^ ^ i 
In a word, they that think that the mifchiets ot 
fuperiour feats are greater than the benefits, do ap
peal to all Church hifiory, whether they have not 
been the true and principal caufes of the aiitracxi-
ons of the Chriftian world, and of the long divifion 
Of the Eaftand Weft , and of many civil and gne^ 
vous wars' 

§ 40. And to the objections they fay, h As to 
Appeals and Government of Inferiors, 1. That the 
laft appeals have ever been made to Genera) 
Councils \ Ahd how they went when ever the 

V Prince 
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Prince did but countenance errour, (" as in the daies 
o f Confiantius and Valensi many great Councils 
that were for the Arrians, and in Theodofws 
Juniors time, for the Etttyc'hians & c . ) is too fad 
to think on. And is it not far more dangerous for 
many hundred in a Council to bear down a whole 
Empire or Kingdom, and raife perfecution, and 
there be no appeal from them, than for a poor 
Prieft to put a man from the Sacrament in his own 
Parifh Church ? How many Councils have been 
againft Images in Churches, and how many f o r 
them, condemning oneanothersacts? What good 
wi l l appeals do to fuch , 2. In doctrinal cafes the 
confent o f many tends to concord : But in cafes 
of pcrfona! practice, are they fit judges to appeal 
to, that dwell many hundred miles off, and know 
none of theperfons ; mppofe a poor man in Eng- , 
land is put from theCommunion by a Parifh-Prieft 
(yea, perhaps an hundred or many hundred in 
fome parifhes ) bccaufe he findeth fome to be 
utterly ignorant feme to be drunkardsjornicators, 
heretical, 6Vc. I f thefe appeal but to aDiocefan 
whichdwelleth 20. miles from fome, 40,or 60,or 
100 miles from others, the remedy is worfe than 
the difeafe: For i f the Prieft muft travel fofar , 
and bring his witneffesand. plead the caufe with 
men that never faw the party before, ( where, 
neighbourhood giveth a furer knowledge than any 
fuch examination of ftrangers can do, and aftrange 
Chancelor orDiocefan knc weth not which witnefles 
are moft credible ) and all this while his Paitorai 
Charge ( perhaps many thoufand fouls) muft be 
neglected, while the Minifter is profecuting thefe 
appealing finners 5 wil l not the evil of this be 
greater than the benefit ? But how much more.if 

every 
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every firmer ihuft appeal to a Patriarch many 
hundred miles off? A fober mind will be afhamed 
to think of the procefsof fuch a fuir. I f you fay 
that it is not in the cafe o f fuch finners as thele 
whereof every Parifli abounds, that you would have 
appeals., at leaft not to Patriarchs, fo far off j I 
anfwer, i . Then anfwer your own objection : What 
remedy fhall they have i f the Bifhop wrong them ? 
2. What is the cafe than that you fuppofe fuch 
fupraordinations o f power neceffary f o r / I f you 
(ay, If Minifiers themfelves fhouldbe excommunicate^ 
I t is anfwered, That none but Bifhops or other 
fuperior powers pretend authoritatively asReclors 
to excommunicate Paftors j Therefore this is no
thing to them that are againft all fueh fuperiorky 
of Paftofs: Where none fuch are, none fuch cart 
excommunicate, or be injurious. And i f there mult 
be a higher Bimop to deliver men from the injuries 
o f a lower, who fhould deliver us from him, who 
may injure Kingdoms l 

Obj. But it is fuppofe d that Patriarchs are vrifc? 
and better men than Metropolitans, and thofe than 
Bifhops, and thofe than Priefis : And that a meet 
Prieft is hot to be trujled with the power of the Keys. 

Anf. i . The power of the Keys of his particular 
Church is effential to his Office; 2. They that 
wil l make Priefts of raw lads and naughty fellow?, 
and then plead that fuch muft not be trufted with 
theOffice which they themfelves ordained them to, 
do condemn themfelves by fuch allegations, 3.The 
old Church Government was, for every particular 
Church, no more numerous than our Parifhes, to 
have a Bifhop and Presbyters: And thefe were 
thought fufficient to judge who was fi t for their 
own Communion, 4. Hierom was but a Prieft, & C ; 

And Macedoniusi Neftoriusj, Diofcornsi Timet ^ 
" ~ * V ' i ' EIHT 
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Elurm, Teter Moggus, Gregory Alex. Lucius At-
fob. AL Thecdofim M Eulalius Antioch, 
Euphronius Ant. PUcitus Ant. Stephanas Ant. 
Jubontifis Ant. Eudoxius Ant. Enz,oius Ant. all 
Hereticks were all Patriarchsj and co reckon the 
enormities o f the Roman High Priefts, is a need-
lefs work. Is i t to be fuppofed then, that thefe were 
better than Priefts1? Doth Chrift fay that it is as 
hard for a rich man to enter into Heaven as for a 
Camel to go through a needles eye, and (hall we 
that are Chriftians fay, that i t is to be fuppoled 
that the rich clergie are better men than the poor ? 
When Greg, Naz.ianz. Saith that fuch great places 
o'fe to make Bifhops worfe than they were before. 
A l l hiftorv tells us what ftriving there was forfucti 
places? When Eufebius refuted Antiochjvro Pneits 
were prefently zt Conftantmes elbow to beg that 
place, and he was fain to mention them (thougn 
they were not chofen.) What a ftir did Maxtmus 
make at Conftantinople, Egypt, and with the Empe
rour to have got Gregorys place at Conflannnople 
And fo with others. And is it not a flefhly, proud 
and wordiy mind ( which is the work of the De
v i l ) which is the importunate feeker ? And mult 
we needs appeal to fuch ? 3. But to comcnccrer, 
what need is there o f any ruchappeal or " 
Government, i f , 1. A Biftop with h i s |P r«by tcw 
be over every particular Church ( affociated for 
perfonal Communion in holy dof t r^e , worih.p 
and Converfation ? ) 2. And i f thefe Churches 
affociate for meer concord and mutual WP*P™* 
not for Governing Bifhops ?) 3. And i f the Ma 
Riftratc govern them all as he doth Philofopher , 
M t i e i a ^ & c F o r i . i f a Bimop of a particular 
Church deny one the Sacrament or excommunicate 



Wm he doth i t juftly or unjuftly : I f juf t ly, the 
perfon muftfubmit : I f unjuftly, he may be recei
ved by a neighbour Bifhop who is not bound to 
reject thofe whom upon trial he findeth to have 
been wrongfully excommunicated : AH neighbour 
Churches muft refufe thofe that are by any one 
excommunicated juf t ly j but not all that are wrong
fully caft out. Some'fay that he that doth excom
municate doth caft a man out of the whoIeGhurcb, 
and therefore no one elfe may receive him : But 
unexplained words muft not ferve to confound 
truth. Souls and Congregations Every M.nifter is 
a Minifter in the Univerfal Church < as. every 
Phyfician and Schoolmafter ism and to the King
dom f indefinitely not univerfally ) but his worK 

and power are commenfurate; power being; only 
to and for his work: Therefore the Bifhop or Paftor 
o f one particular Church or Panfh is bound to 
confine his ordinary labour to them, though 
occafionally he may help others. And accordingly 
his power is to ufe the Keys ordinarily for his 
own Church only, as to the Mr eft effetl : though 
extraordinarily he may ufe i t in other Churches 
when called thereto ; and by eonjequence i t may 
reach further: For few Bifhops will think i f ano
ther Bifhop come into their DiocefTes or Parifhes 
and excommunicate divers of their flocks that 
they and all others are bound to ftand to fuch mens 
Sentence, and to hold fuch excommunicate. That 
which a Paftor doth in ordinary Excommunicating, 
is to declare (af ter proof ) that This perfon is by 
his Jin and impenitency made uncap able of Commu
nion with the Church, and therefore to require him to 
forbear it, and the people to avoid Communion with 
-him* and to pronounce him unpardoned before God, 

V 3 till 

I 
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ill he repent. Now i f this be done by one known 

to be heretical with 4 whom the other Churches 
have no Communion, thofe other Churches are 
not bound to deny that man Communion. Nor 
yet i f he offer himfelf to their Communion, and 
they examine the matter, and find him wronged. 
I t is concord jn good, and not in evil, that we are 
bound to by the command of God : Therefore i f 
any man be wrongfully put out o f this Church, the 
next may and fhould receive b im: And what ne-
celTity is there then, of going a .thoufand or an hun
dred miles to a Pope, or Patriarch, or Diocefan,to 
right him? And whoever thought that there was 
need of an Univerfal Phyfician, or SchooImafter,or 
a General Council of fuch to receive appeals from 
Patients and Scholars that are wrongfully turned 
put of the Hofpital or School? 

The Caviller will here tell you of difparities in 
the cafes ; but the queftion is, whether the dif* 
rities be fuch as alter the reafon of the Conclufion. 
What man of confeience will be a Phyfician,School-
ijiafcer or Paftor, that hath not power to judge 
whom to receive for his Patient, Scholar, or part 
o f his flock, but muft take all that fome other 
man (ball fend to him, or command him to re
ceive, and give them what others command him 
to give r An Apothecary may do fo , but not a 
Phyfieian, What i f a man had no other fcandaf, 
but to fay, I will not tak? you for my P aft or, nor take 
my felf obliged to <ivf\vcryon, fpea^ with yon, give 
you any account of my f e l f , nor be queftioned by you 
on any accufation, m u f t i be conftrained to fuppofe 
this man to be one of my flock in defpite of his 
own vlenyaj ? I f the freedom o f confent be not 
mutual, but I muft be conftrained to take thofe 
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for my charge as Chriftians, that renounce fuch a 
relation, or wil l not own i t ; a Paftor is not a free 
man, nor hath any power of the Church-Keys,but 
is as an irrational Slave, a Cryer, or Executioner, 
that muft but execute another mans commands. 

2. But i f there be need of appeals, and our own 
actions muft not be free, why wil l not the Synods 
o f Neighbour-Paftors met only for Counfel and 
Concord (and not to command the Pallors) fuffice 
for fuch perfons to appeal to ? And what i f I turn 
a fervant out of my houte, or from his meat, and 
he may take another Mafter when he wi l l , muft 
there be an univerfal Judge of alj family cafes, 
that mail force me to keep my fervant againft my 
wil l ? Is i t not'enough that I know why I am un
wil l ing to keep him, who am no way more bound 
to him than to others, but by my own confentf 
What if (as JVaz.tanz.en left Safimis, Conftantinople, 
and JSraz.ianz.um at la f t ; I mould give up my whole 
Charge and Bifhoprick, and fay, I will be a Faftor 
to none of them any more, (upon fufficient rea-
fons, as Latimer d id:) Is i t not better for the 
people to take another,than to accufe me at Rome, 
or Canterbury, as wronging them ? 

3. But i f all thisferve not (neither the fumYien-
cy ofPaftors for one fingle Parim, nor yet the. 
Counfel of all the Neighbour-Paftors or Bifhops,) 
what is there more to be done, which the autho
rity of Princes and Magifirates may not do f A l l 
Chriftians confefs (almoft) that no Bifhops or Pa-
ftors, as fuch, have from Chrift any forcing power 
over the flocks; that belongeth to the Magiftrates 
only; And they are to keep peace, and force us to 
our certain duty. And I would ask the contrary-
minded, whether i f Biftiops, Patriarchs and Coun-

, ' , V 4 cils 
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oils had no forcing power, but only to excorhmu-
nicate by the application of Gods word,and leaving 
all men to their confciences, would this fort of 
Government ferve their turn, and keep out Here
tics, or maintain order and unity? They (ay no, 
themfelves: And next, whether i t be not certain, 
and confeffed , that the Paftors have no other 
power, but the Magiftrates only ? 

Ob;. But Jhall all men gather Churches, and teach 
Hcrefic^ and do what they will ? 

Anfte, i . The power *of Popes, Patriarchs or 
Councils, did not prevent i t , when there were all 
the Herenes that f i l l Epiphanius Volumns: And 
when the far greateft part of the Clergy was long 
jirrian : And when the Neftorians and Eutychians 
fo greatly multiplied after the condemnation o f 
the Councils : And when the Novatians Jived fb 
many years in reputation : and when the Donatifis 
nor they were not diminifbed by Prelates or 
Councils Cenfures, t i l l the fword difperfed them. 
And cannot the Sword be drawn without fuch as 
have no power of it ? 

3. And as to thelaft (and greateft) reafon, that 
the Apoftles have, fuccelfors who muft order
ly exercife their Governments i t is anfwered 
1. The common doctrine of the Church was, that 
all Bifhops are their SuccefForsfo far as they have 
fucccffions'; and every Church o f one Altar had a 
Bifhop in the daies o f Ignatius, and Jong after. 
2. The Council o f Carthage faid, None o f us call-
eth himfeif Bifliop of Bifhops. 3. But i f any be fet 
as the Bifhop of many Bifhops. and Churches, fo 
be it they ufeno violence, but govern volunteers 
as all the old BiOiops did, and forbid them nothing 
commanded of G o d , nor command them any 

thing 



thing which G od forbiddetb, and deftroy not the 
order, docVine, worfhip or difcipline of the letter 
particular Churches, we have before faid, that we 
Ihall fubmit to fuch. 

§ 4 1 . IV. As to the queftion, whether the Go
vernment fetled by Chrift in National Churches be 
(as to the Clergy from all parts, Monarchical) Ari-
ftocratical or Democratical,and who muft have the 
fummam potefiat emlThe difagreement of the perfons 
that we have herein to do with , puts us into utter 
defpair of any folution. And what good wil l i tdo 
us to believe that fome muft be obeyed,if we can
not be certain who it is. 

§ 42. V. And to the queftion, Whether the King 
be the formal, or only the accidental Church-head ? 
We find no more agreement. 1. Some think that 
the King, as Melchiz.ede{, is a mixt perfon, fecular 
and Clergy, and hath both Offices to ufe and com
municate, as they fay, the Princes before Aaron 
had. 2. Others fay, that this isnotfo,but that toe 
Clergy-jurifdicl:ion,diftin61: from the Prieftly com
mon power,is a branch of the Chriftian Magiftrates 
power, and fo derived from the King. 3. Others 
fay that the Church, formally, is diltincl: from the 
Civil State, though not alwaies materially. And 
that the King as King, is but an Accidental Civil 
Head, as he is over Phyficians and School matters, 
being neither himfelf; and that the National 
Church, muft have a formal Clergy-head, (Terfonal 
or ColletTive) which fhall in fuo genere^ be the 
higheft, though under the Magifttates Civil Go
vernment, as Phyfjcians are/4. ^ n e P a P l f T S fay,that 
all National Churches are under the Pope as Uni-
verfal Paftor, who may alter them as he feeth 
caufe. y; Some moderate men fay, that only Dio -
Qefan (and Metropolitical) Churches are jure Di-

VMO, 



j > $ , 8 ] 

vmo, and that they are called National, only i m 
properly from one King, or concording alTociation 
zsab accidente3 and not properly f rom any formal 
Clergy-head. 

§ 4 3 . V L Laftly, which is the formal Head o f 
the Church otEngla»d,md fo what that Church is , 
we are left as much uncertain. 1. I f i t be only a 
Civil Head that denominateth it One,then it is but 
a Chriftian Kingdom,, which we never queftioned. 
And Dr . Rich. Cofins, in his Tables o f the Englifli 
Church-Policy, faith [That the King hath Admini* 
ftrationem fapremam magifque abfolmam, qua did-
tw Primatus Regius. And Tho. C romp ton in his de
dication o f i t to K . fames, faith [ Ecclefiaftica 
rifdifiio plane Regia eft, Corona & dignitatis veftra 
Regis, prim t, pracipua.yindivifibilis pars : Eccleftafti-
c<& leges Regia funt, neque alibi oriuntur,aut aliunde 
fuftentantur, aut fnlciuntur : penes Ecclefiafticos jtt-
dices per Archiepifcopos & Epifcopos,denvata a Re-* 
ge pot eft ate, jurifdiBio Ecclefiaftica confiftit: And 
yet our Kings and Church explaining theOath o f 
Allegiance, declare that the King pretendeth not 
to the Priefthood, or power to* adminifter the 
Word and Sacraments? but, as Crompton adds from 
Conftantine, is extra Ecclefiam conftitutus a Deo E-
pifcopm ; alii intra Ecclefiam Epifcopi. This is plain: 
I f they hold to this, and claim no power in the 
Englifti-Policy, but as the Kings Officers, in that 
part which belongeth to Ch'riftian Magiftrates,who 
wi l l oppofe them ? But this reacheth not to the 
Keys, Preaching or Sacraments. 2. Some fay that 
the King is partly a Clergy-man, as Melchiz^ede^, 
and fo that he is the formal Head, and might per
form the Prieftly Office i f he would : But this our 
Kings have themfelves renounced. 3. Some fay 
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that the Archbifhop o f Canterbury is the formal 
Head ; but that cannot be, becaufe he is no Go-
vernour- over the Arch-Bifiiop of Tor^t or his 
Province. 4, Moft fay that the Convocation is the 
formal Church- Head, which makes it One Politi
cal Church. But 1. I f fo, then why faith the Canon 
that the Convocation [/> the true Church of England 
by Reprefentation] and thofe excommunicate that 
deny it l We enquire after the Church-Head or 
Governour : And that which is but the Church i t 
fe l f by reprefentation, is not its Head, unlefs the 
Head and Body be the fame, and the Church go
vern i t felf, and fo it be Democratical : I h e go-r 
verned and Governours, fure, are not the lame. 
2. And the Supream Power is fuppofed, By tnole 
that take Epifcopacy for a dift ind Order, to be m 
the Supream Order only : But the far greater part 
o f the Convocation are not of the Supream Order: 
Nay thus the Presbyters mould be partly the 
chief Governours of the Bifhops while they make 
Canons for them. 3- W e n we did but motion 
that according to Arch-Bifhop Vfhers form of the 
Primitive Epifcopacy, Presbyters might joyn with 
<he Bifhops in proper executive Church-govern
ment inftead of Lay-Chancellors, and fuch like, 
they decryed it as Presbytery, and call us Presby
terians ever fmce : And i f they fay that the Pref-
byters have fo great a part in the Supream Go
vernment it felf, which-obligeth all-the Nation, 
how much more would they be themfelves Prefi 
byterians, which they fo abhor ? 

§ 44. Having oft faid that we defire Chriflian 
Kingdoms as the great blefling' of the world, we 
mean not either that 1. All in a Kingdom frould 
be forced to be baptized, or profefs themfelves 

Chri-
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Chriftians, whether they are Co or not : For lying 
wi l l not fave men, nor pleafe God ; and even the 
Papiftsare againft this: 2. Nor that all fhould be 
fuppofed to be Chriftians that are in the Kingdom. 
But that the Kings be Chriftians, and the Laws 
countenance Chriftianity, and the moft or ruling 
part o f the Kingdom be Chriftians, and all ;uft en
deavours ufed to make all the reft f o : The An
cient Churches continued them Catechumens t i l l 
they were fit for Baptifm ; and though they were 
for Infant-Baptifm, they compelled none to be bap
tized in Infancy, or at Age, but left i t to free 
choice. They baptized but twice a year ordinari
ly . They kept many offenders many years from 
communion. And i f Crabs Roman Council fob 
vsfi. be true, they at Rome admitted not penitents 
till fourty years funderftand it as you fee caufe :) 
The true Elibertine Canons kept many out fo ma-, 
ny years, and many ti l l death, and many absolute
ly , as mewed that they were far from taking all 
the Nation into the Church. And the Chriftian 
Emperours compelled none. I t was long before 
the greateft part o f the Empire were Chriftians. 
In the daiesof Valcns, the Bifhops were fome of 
them banifhed into places that had few Chriftians, 
i f any. In' France it felf, even in St. Martins daies, 
the Chriftians of his flock were not the moft, but 
he wrought miracles to convince the Heathens 
that raged againft Chriftianity,where he dwelt,&c. 

§ 1. There are two appendent Controversies 
handled by fome that write for National Churches;-
which need but a brief folution : The firft is,whe-
ther i t be not an Independent Errour to expecl: re*i -
'holinefs in Church-members .as necejfary in the judg-

J msnt 



Mem of'charity t The fecond, Whether it be not 
fuch an Err our to require the bond of a Covenant be-
fide the B apt ifinal Covenant ? 

§ 2 To the firft we fay, that fo much is written 
on this point by one of us in a Treatife called Dif-
pm at ions of Right to Sacraments, &c. that we think 
meet to fay no more: The Opponents now confefs 
that i t muft be fawing Faith 'and Con fent to the 
Baptifmal Covenant that muft be profefted : And 
Panifts ard Proteftants agree with all the Ancient 
Church, that B- ptifm putteth 'the true Confcnter 
into a itate of certain pardon and title to life : And 
God maketh not known ly ing , a condition 
o f Church-communion : He that beheveth and i 
tpiUfhallbefaved. I t is true that God iiatl 
not made Miniftcrs Arbitrary Judges , of mens 
fecret thoughts, but hath limited them in judging iccret tnoLgu , d 

to take their tongues uidt pru^j* J 
to be the Indices of their minds : But fure the 
power of the Keys contained a power of judging 
according to Chrift's Law, who is to be taken into 
the Church by Baptifm, and who not: I f only the 
feekerbe maue Judge, it wil l be a new way of 
Church-Government, and a bad. And then the 
queftion is, i . Whether he that accepts ones pre-
feffion feemingly ferious, of Faith and Confent and 
that deprafente, is not bound to hope in charity 
that fuch a one doth not lie or diftembie ? 2. Whe
ther a baptized perfon, as fuch, have no, right to 
ourfpecial love which we owe to thofe that we 
hope are true Believers, and fandified ; but only 
to our common love and kindnefs,which belongeth 
to thofe alfo that are the heirs of Hell ? Some 
friends that are gone from extream to extream, 
and in remembrance of their ancient Schtfms,. can 

look 
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look but one way with impartial fenfe, and that 
have made their repentance the paffage to a grea
ter errour and fin, fhouid better bethink them 
them what they do. They did well to ftand ftill 
in the way o f Schifm, when they faw here aleg, 
and there a hand , and there an arm in their way j 

4 ?nd who but a mad-man indeed would no t : But 
i f they have impartially read Church-hiftory, and 
the works o f fuch.Fathers as give us hiftorical no
tices, and ever fince Con famine made a Bifhoprick 
a bait to a proud and worldly mind ; even fuch as 
JVaz.ianz.en, Bafil, Chryfofiom, Ijidore Pelufiota, Hi
lary Bid,ay. and the over-orthodox difputations of 
C/n/,and the Epiftles of Theodoret re;oycing at his 
death, and abundance o f fuch l ike ; had they feen 
in the way o f Church-pride and tyranny, not here 
a leg, and there an arm, but here a hundred car-
kaffes, and there a thoufand; here two thoufand 
godly faithful Preachers filenced, and many thou
fand dry, Vines planted in their rooms,., and there 
Whole Kingdoms interdicted, and their Churches 
fhut up; here Churches and Kingdoms turned in
to confufions about a word, or about the interest 
of Prelates, ftriving which fhould be the Chief, and 
have their wil l and rule the reft; and there hundred 
thoufands murdered in the name of Chrift, for 
obeying h im, and bloody wars ma'naged by the 
Clergy againft Chriftian Emperours, and Kings 
ftabbed one after another; and moft o f the Chri
ftian wo rl d , Roman,Greek^, Mofiovites, Armenians, 
Abaffmes, degenerated into doleful ignorance and 
dead formality under the Government o f great 
High-Priefts, and millions o f the vulgar bred up 
in ignorance and fenflefnefs o f fpirirual and eternal 
things 5 this fhould ftop them, (at leaft f rom fer-
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ving the mafter of fuch defigns) as much as a leg,' 
or an arm in the way. 

3- At leaft we would intreat them to hate 
that miftake, which will pretend to do all this for 
charity,unity and the Churches good ; and to be
lieve that i t i snof ign of charity, r. To believe 
that charity mould not be exercifed in judging 
that men profefTmg faving faith do fpeak the 
t r u t h , and have the faith vthat they profefs: 
2. Nor to teach all Chrifts Church,that a baptized 
Church member as fhch is to be lookt en but as a 
man in a ftate of damnation j and no man is bound 
to love him as a true Cbriftian with a fpeeial love: 
3. And that to prove that a man is not to be taken 
for a true Cbriftian,but to be admitted into Church 
Communion as or.e that mall have a greater dam
nation than heathensjwithout a further renovation, 
is a great aft of Chari ty, Contrary to the unchari
table narrownefs of otbers.Thefe are too great re-
ceffes from Anabaptiftry,but not from real Schifm. 

§ 3. As for thofe that wil l not take the iwtjfe, 
gent ferious prof ffion of true Faith, and Covenant-
Confent for a credible fign of the fmcerity of the 
Profeffor, t i l l they can fufficiently difprove i t , but 
wil l be the arbitrary Judges of mens hearts, either 
as pretended heart-fearchers, or by felf-devifed, 
or uncertain figns, not taking up with this Pro-
feflion, we are no Patrons of fuch mensprefump-
tion and uncharitablenefs. 

§ 4. There are various degrees of Credibility 
in metis profefTions 5 fome give us fo much as is 
next to certainty; fome but fmall hopes: Eut yet 
t i l l we can difprove them, we are to take their 
profeffions as credible in fome degree. And i f they 
prove falfe a it is they that will have thelofs. 
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§ 5. I I . The fecond cafe about Church Cove^ 

nants deferveth no longer a difcuffion. He that 
wi l l put any article unneceflary into any fuchCove-
nanr, finfully corrupteth the order of the Church: 

• As i f he would bind the people to be Church 
Governours, or never to depart from that par
ticular Church but by the confent o f the Paltor, 
or the flock, or any fuch l ike : And he miftaketh 
that wil l make a more explicate contract to be 
more neceffary than i t is. But i t feemeth ft range to 
us that any understanding Chriftian mould deny,* 
that confint is abfolutely neceffary to the being of 
an adult member both o f the univerfal, and each 
particular Church reflectively. What bindetha. 
man to confent is another queftion, but i f he be 
any member o f the Church t i l l he profefs confent, 
we know not what a Chriftian or Church member 
is. An explicite covenant is neceifary to our relation 
to the Vniverfal Church for it muft be folewnizled 
facramentally: That we exprefs it by writings iff 
words is not of neceffity to our memberfhipof a 
particular Church: But. confent is necelfary ; And 

'mutual confent expreffedfatisfa&orlly,is a contract 
or Covenant: I f the P aftor fay all that confent, 
hold up your hand, or ftand up,or ftay here while 
the reft depart, &c. thefe are fignificatiori? of con
fent : And i f it be notified that all that'appear at 
the folemn Affemblies, and attend the Paftors M i -
niftry, fhall be taken for Ccnfenters, their pretence 
and attendance is a profefhon of CohTent indeed , 
and fo a covenanting. But though the moft expli
cit be not neceffary ad cjfe, no man can give a rea-
fon why it fhould not be belt ad bene effe\ feeing 
the moft intelligent and plain dealing in the great 
things o f God, are moft fuitable to the work, and 
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fitteft to attain the end : why fhould we not deal 
openly and above board?, 

§ 6. i t is certain that to be a Chriftian maketh 
no man a member o f any mans particular flock or 
charge. And it is certain that none can be fuch 
without content* And it is certain that the Paftor 
is not to take every Atheift, Jew, Infidel, Papift, 
Heretick, &c. in his Parifh for.a member of the 
Univerfal, or of that particular Church. Therefore 
he muft know whom to take for fuch. And it is 
certain that the confent muft be mutual, fo far is 
the Paftor from being a Have, and bound to every 
mans defires, that he isentrufted with the Church 
Keys himfelf. 

§ 7. A worthy perfon on this fubject maketh 
thefe fix things fufficientto fuch Church relation: 
1. That they be baptized ChriftianSj 2.lNeighbours 
bound to mutual love 5 3. And apt to Neighbourly 
duty ; 4. That providence make us fuch Neigh
bours 5 5. Scripture Churches took their name 
from cohabitation: 6. The command of authority, 
that fo i t fhall be. Frefh/uit. pag. 260. 

Anf By making thefe fix the fufficient proof 
o f Parifh Churches, our friend unhappily would 
confequently unchurch them al l : For i f this were 
all, certain!v they were none at all. For all thefe 
(which he maketh more than they are)arebut th& 
difpofitio mater is, antecedent to any reception of 
the form, L For all that he inferreth or can infer 
from them all is obligation to confent and to other 
duties after confent. But oblation maketh not the 
relation of a member : All that are obliged to be 
Chriftians are not Chriftians : All that are obliged 
to be Paftors are not Paftors : Nor all that are ob-
iged to confent firft and to do the duty o f Paftors 
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after i Even as all that i re obliged to content to 
be fubjetfx Husbands, Wives, Matters, Servants, 
Tutors, Scholars, cVc. are not fuch : I I meero£-
hgation fervetoone elation, why not to others? 
2. Elfe a man migh<- be a true Paftor unchoten, 
tinordained and againft his w i l l . For he may by his 
qualifications be obliged to be ordained and to 
become a Paftor. 3. And fo the people may be the 
flock o f one that was obliged to be their Paftor, 
when another is tec over them and in poffeffion, 
becaute i t was the firft that was obliged, and they 
to choofe him : And fb utter Confufion wi l l come 
in : And i f a man can prove that another mans 
wife acd fervant was obliged to be his, he may 
take them as his indeed. 3. By this rule all the 
Papifts, Seekers, Quakers, cVc. that renounce our 
Churches, mould yet be members of them, be
caute they live in the Parifh, and are commanded 
to be members: Which who believeth ?4- A mem
ber o f a Church hath right to Communion and 
MinifteriaJ vigilancie and help: But fo hath not 
every baptized perfon that is commanded to be a 
member, and obeyeth not that command. I f a 
man fay to a Paftor, 1 will be none o f your flock, 
or Church, but yet I require you to do the office 
o f a Paftor to me,though I renounce your relation 
to me, and the people to ute me as a member 
o f the flock, becaute I am commanded to be a 
member, this were a ftrange claim. 5. I f this did 
hold, then no man that liveth in the Parifh could 
be a proper feparatift, fb as to break off himfelf 
f rom that Church, nor become a membet of ano
ther, unlefs he apoftatized from Chrift : For he 
wou'dbe hil l under the Magiftrates Command and 

obligation : But the contequent is abfud : Wh} jj° 


