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after : Even as all thar are obliged to confent to
be {ubjedts, Husbands, Wives, Mafters, Servants,
'Iuto;s, Scholars, &¢.  are nor fuch: If meer ob-
ligation ferve to one relation, why notto others?
2. Elfea man mighr be a true Paftor unchofen,
unordained and againft his will. For he may by his

qualifications be cbliged to be ordained and to -

become a Paftor. 3. And fo the people may be the
flock of one that was obliged to be their Paftor,
when another is fer over them and in poffeflion,
becaufe it was the firft that was obliged, and they
to choofe him : And o utter Confufion will come
In:Andif a man.can prove that another mans
wife ard fervant was obliged to be his, he may
take them ashis indeed. 3. By this rule all the
Papifts, Seekers, Quakers. &c. that renounce our
Churches, fhould yet be members of them, be-
canfe they live in the Parifh, and are commanded
to-be members: Which who believeth ? 4. A mem-
ber of a Church hath right to Communion and
Minifterial vigilancie and help: But {fo hath not
every baptized perfon that is commanded to bea
member, and obeyeth not that command. If 2
man fay to a Paftor, I will be none of your flock,
or Church, but yet T require you to do the office
of a Paftor to me,though I renounce your relation
to me, and the people to ufe me as a member
of the flock, becaufe Tam commanded to bea
member, this werea firange claim, §. If this did
hold, then no man that liveth in the Parith could

bea proper {eparatift, fo as to break off himfelf

from that Church, nor become a membet of ano-
ther, unlefs he apoftatized from Chrift: For he
would be fiill under the Magiftrates Command an

obligation : But the confequent is abfud : Wh}tgg
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the fame men {peak {fo much againft {chifmatical

rending mens felves from the true Churches, and
gathering other Churches,if there be no fuch thing?
The Laws change not,which oblige them. 6, They

that are againft {chi(m and fingulerity, fhould be

againft chis opinion;becaufe (as it is utterly abfiird,
{0) it is notoricufly contrary to the Judgment of
all the Chriftian world in all ages to this day,as ac-
quaintance with Church hiftory may fully inform
them. They have ever taken mutual confent be-
tween the Paftorsand the flock to be neceflary o
the being of a particular Church jand that what-
ever they were obliged to, they were not atually
related to each other as Paftor and flock till they
confented : And therefore have noted fchifmatical
Charches 1n the fame Ciries that have been no
parts of the Church which they difowned.

8. Butit is objected, that this unchurcheth
our Parifh-Churches, and all the Churches in the
world. ; ,

Axnf> Not one : But the contrary wonld. Our
Parifh- Churches are affociated by matual confent :
The Paftor expreflech his confent openly”at his
infrivution, induction and officiating : The Flocks
{hew their confent by actual fubmitring to his Mi-
nifterial Office : They hear him, and commuricate
ordinarily with him, and feek Minifterial help from
him; thongh all that are inthe Parifh do not
fo, thofe do it that are indeed his flock .orChurch,
They do not perhaps by word or writiug covenant
to fubraic tg himas their Paftor, but they do
it by actual fignification of confent to the re-
Jation. And the Bifhops in Confecration enter into
a Covenant to watch over the flock ( as do the
Priefts) and the Priefts promife (if not fwear, in

X 2 England)
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of the peeple and receive it not from them,
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England) to obey them : This is a Covenant.
Y9 ltis objected, that this isa difparagement
to Baptifm, which is the only Chuich- making Co-
venanr.

<4nf. Baptifn only, as fuch,maketh us members
ofthe univerfal Church; but is not enough to
make us of any Minifters fpecial flock : 1am nota

-member of the Church of York, Norwich, Briftoly -

&ce. becaufe Lam baptized : ‘Nor am I a member
of the Parifh- Church now where I was baprized.
Confent to be a Chriftian is one thing, and con-
{fent to be a member of this particular Church,and
to take this man more than all the reft about us,
for the Guide of my foul, is another. :

§ 10, And if a man would fay, I will be a mem-
ber of this- Parifh- Church, and you fhall perform

fo much of your Office as I defire, and no more ; I

will hear and receive the Sacrament but when I
pleafe, and I will not admit you to catechize or
inftruct any of my family, nor vific the fick, nor
will I be refponfible to you for any thing thacI
hold, or fay, or do ;nor have any thing to do with
you, but in the Chnrch; is a Minifter bound to
do his office to men, ar take them for:his fpecial
flock on thefe terms 2 The ancient Churches had

abundance of firic Canons ; if the people fhould

bave chofen a Bifhop, and faid, We will obey none
of thefe Canons, nor you, buc you fhall be our Bi-
fhop on-our terms, was hie bound to have confent-
cd; and to have been fuch a Bihop? This is realiy
the cafe of no fmall part of England, though ticy
fiy itnot openly by words.

§ 1x. It is objected, that as Apoftles, fo ordain-
ed Miniffers have their artharity before the confent

Anf.
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Anf. 1. Who ever queftioneth it, thatis con-
ﬁdf:rate, as to an indefinite charge in the Church
univerfalz But what's that to the queftion 2 Are
all the Minifters in the world bound to be the
Paftors of this Parifh or Diocefs # Our queftion is
what conftitureth the relations between a Paftor
and his Particular flock?2 Doth not the ordainer
here ‘fay, Take thow Anthoriry to Preach the
Word of God, &rc. when thon art thereto lawfni~
ly called ? Becaufe a man is a Licenfed Phyfician
without me, doth it follow that he is my Phy-
fician without my confent? 2. Are all thofe
Church-members that Minifters are authorized
to preach to? Then all the Heathen-world are
Church-members. 3. They receive pot authority
from the people; but their confent is necellary
to make themfelves capable receivers of the re-
lation and right of Church-members.  God, and
not the Wife. giveth the Husband the fuperiority;
but he is no fuch Husband o any that confenteth
not. : i 1
§ 12. God hath laid mens rights and bencfits
on their wills, fo thar no man can have them
againft his will. It is a great priviledge to have
right to communion wich a particutar Church, and
to this or that faithful Pattors overfighe: And its
new Doctrine to fay, that anwilling perfons have
this right, becaufe they are willing of {fomething
elfe, viz. to be members of the Church uni-
verfal. : il
§ 13. We conclude therefore that both ex-
treams here are falfe ; 1. That men can be adulc
members of a particalar Church that confent not,
or taken for fuch that no way fignifie their con-
{ent, and thar it is not ufeful ad bene effe, thatthis.
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confent be intelligent and exprefs, and that the
Offices confented to be truly underftood. 2. That
4 written, or verbal covenant is of abfolute necef-
fity ; or that men fhould tie themfelves to any
thing doubtful, or unneceflary, but only to the
velarion and duties of members (as of the univerfal
fo) of that particular Church, Both thefe ex-
treams we do renouncé. Mr. Zachary Cawdry, a
Conformift, hath fhewed in a particular Treatife
for Church-covenanting, how far he is from the
mind of thofe Objecors; for he wonld have the

people engaged by covenant to their Bithops and
Priefts. ' =

§ 14. To conclude, though we renounce fana-
tick Enthufiafts, yer ferious confiderarion maketh
fome of us think, thar roo little notice is taken of
the HOLY GHOST fetting Paftors over the
flocks, which' the Scripture mentioneth: And
though none on pretence of the Spiric muft reject
crder or ordination, nor make themfelves the fole
Judges of their own fufficiency ;' yet 1. The due
qualificarion of men with wifdom, faith, love, and
heavenly zeal, and ability, is the moft excellent
part of our Calling to the Miniftiry. 2. Ex guovis

" ligno non fir Mevourins; without neceflary fitnefs

no man is a true Paftor having not difpefitionems 1=
ceptivam :  And without eminent fitnefs, few are
eminently ferviceable. 3. Experience aflureth us,
that though the Office hath {upernumeraries, yet
of worthy men God never yet raifed up fupernpu-
meraries, but the fcarcity is lamentably great.
4. All therefore that are duly qualified, and have
opportunity, fhould be chofen, ordained, acceptqd,
and zccepr the Gall, if not offer themiclves, ]fu

cafc
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" cafe they cannot otherwife enter. 5. TheOr-

' dainer doth bur minifterially inveft him with the
power, whom the Spiri of God hath qualified
for it, by the inward Call. 6. In cafe the Ordainers
by envy, or malignity, or faltion, refufe fuch,
where there is true Neceffity, and Opport#nity, WE
conceive that mutual confent of the people and
themfelves, may fuffice to the orderly admittance
into the Office, much more if the Magiftrate alfo
confent : OF which fee Poetius de defparata Canfa

Papatus,and a Dyfpnte of Ordination, by R. B.
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NON CONEOR MISTS,

L n Epifple of dn African Council, (#» Cyprian 68.

P.200.) 1o Falix 4 Presbyer, and the Lairy ar
Legio and Afturica : 444 to Leelius the Deacon,
and the Laity ar Emerita;oncerm’ng their Bifbops
Bafilides and Martial who were  Libellaticks *,

* When perfecution was hot, fome that would nog of-
er Incenfear Idols Alrars, nor renounce Chrift, yet to
fave their lives did, through fear, in fecrer, hirc another
to {ubfcribe their names to a finfal profeflion s and thefe
were called Libellatior; and it troubled the Churches
Whether, and when they fhould be received to commu-
n1on upon their repentancg. :

Hen we were met together, moft beloved
' Brethren, we read your Letters, which

for (or i») the integrity of your faith, and the fear
of God you wrote to us by our Bithops, Felix and

Sabizius, fignifying that Bafilides and Martial being
blotted (or defiled) with' Libels of Idolatry, and
guilty of heinous crimes,ought not to exercife the,
Office of Bifhops, and adminifter the Priefthood of
God: And you defired us to write back to you
hercof] and that your neceffary follicitude mighe

be
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be eafed either by the comfort,or the help of our
judgment or fentence. But to this your defire,not
fo much our Connfels as Gods Preceprs give an an—
fwer, in (or é)r) which it is long ago Cor alrcady)
by the deavenly voice commanded, and By the
Lawof God prefcribed, who,and whar {ort of men
muft ferve at the Altar, and celebrate the Divine
Sacrifices. For in Exeduzs God fpeaketh to Mofes,
and warneth him,faying, Let the Priefts who draw
neer to the Lord God be fanctified, left God for-
fake them ; and when they come neer to minifter
at the Altar of“the Holy, let them not bring them-
felves into fin, left they die. And in Leviticns God

- commandeth and faith, Let not the man that hath

a blemith or vice draw neer to cffer gifts to God.
2. Which things being already fpoken and manifeflt
to us, itis neceflary that our obedience artend to
God’s commands : - Neither may mans indulgence
accept the perfon, or grant any thing to any one
in fuch things where God’s prefcriprion, Interced-
eth-and giveth a Law. For we muft not forget
what God by the Propet Efaias faith to the Jews,

- reproving them; and angry with them, that con-

temning the commands of God, they followed the
dolrines of men. This people, faith he, honouretss
me with their Lips, but their heart is far [eparated
from me 3 and in wain do they worfbip me, teaching
the commands and deltrines of men: which the.
Lord alfo in the Gofpel repeateth and faith, 7%
reject the command of God, that you may eftablifl
your own tradition. Having thefe things before our
eyes, and carefully and religioufly confidering
them, in the Ordinations of Priefts, we ought'to
chufe no Bithops but men unfpotred and entire,
who holily and worthily - offering  the Sacriq

fices
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fices to God, may be heard in the prayers which -

they make for the fafery of che people of God;fee-
Ing it is written, that Gad hearech nort a finner, but
ifany man worthip God, and do his will, him he
heareth. 3. For which reafon, wich full diligence,
and fincere tryal, thofe men muft be chofen o the
Priefthood, whom it is manifelt God doch hear.,
And let not the Lay- people flatter chemielves, as
if they could be free from the Coacagion of the
crime, when they communicate with a finful
Prieft, and give their confent to the unjalt and un-
lawful Epifcopacy of rheir Governour, {eeing by
the Prophet Hofza God’s cenfure threatneth, and
faith, Their Sacrifices are as the bread of forrow ;5 alt
that eat of it fball be defiled ; Teaching and fhew-
ing that all they do fin who are defiled by the fa-
crifice of a prophane and unjuit Prieft; which we
find alfo manifefted in Numbers,where Corah, Da-
than and Abiram challenged to themfelves againft
Aaron the licenfe of facrificing. The Lord there
by Asfes commandeth that the people be fepa-
rated from them, left being joyning to the offen-
ders,they be guilty of their crimes. Be feparated,
faich he, from the Tents of thofe obdurate men,and
touch nothing which is theirs, left ve perifh with
“them in their fins. 4. Wherefore the La}{-pCOP’C.-
obeying the Lords commands, and fearing God,
muft feparate themfelves ( 4 peccatore prapofito )
from a finful Prelate (or Paftor) and muft notr mix
themfelves ac the facrifices of a facrilegious Pricft;
becaufe rhey chisfly have the power either to chufe
Priefts that are worthy, or to refife thofe that ave
unworthy : Which very thing, we fee, defcendeth
from Divine Authority, thac the Prieft, the Lay-

people being prefent, be chofen under the EYCSA tﬁf

2
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All, and by the publick judgment and teftimony be -
approved worthy and meet : As in V#bers the
Lord commanded Mofes faying, Take Aaron thy
Brother, and Eleazer his Son, and [et them before
all the Congregavion on the Mount, and take off
Aarons (Fole, ‘and pnt it an Elcazer bis Son, and let .
Aaron die theve. God commandeth that the Prieft
be made before all the Congregation; that is, he
inftructeth us, and theweth that the Prieftly Ordi-
nations fhould not be done, but under the con-
fcience of rhe aflifting people, that the Lay-people
being prefent, eicher the crimes of bad men may
be detected, or the deferts of good men predica-
ted ; that {fo that Ordination may be juft and le-
gitimate, which bath been examined by the judg-
ment and fuffrage of /. 5. Which thing is after
obferved according to the Bivine Magifteries in
the Adts of the Apoftles, when Perer {pake to the
Lay-people about Ordaining 2 Bifhap in the place
of udas, Peter, faith the Text, ftood up in the
midff of the Difciples, for the multitude was to-
gether in one. And it was not only in the Ordina-
tions of Bifhops and Priefts, but of Deacons alfo,
that we note the Apoftles to have obferved this.
Of which alfo in their A&s itis written, and the
twelve, faith tbe Text, called together the whole
Lairy of the Difciples, and faid to them. And the
whole bofinefs is managed thus diligently and cau-
teloufly, the whole Laity being convecate, left any
unworthy perfon fhould creep into the Minifiry of
the Altar, or the place of Priefthood. For God
himfelf manifefteth by the Prophet Ofee, faying,
They have made themfelves a Kung, but not by me 5
that unworthy men are fometimes ordained by
mans prefumption, and that thefe thisgs are dif-

pleafing
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pleafing to God, which come not of a legitimate

and juft Ordination. * 6. For which caafe it is di-

ligently to be obferved and held as of Divine
Tradicion, and  Apoftolical Obfervation, which
is held alfo 'wich us, and in a manner (or almoft)
throughall the Provinces, that to the right cele-
brating of Ordinations, all the next Bifhops of the
Province come toperber to the Lay-people to whom

the Bifbop (prapofirus)is qrzlzi;zed,anci rhat a Bifhop

be made, the Lay-people being prefent, who moft
fully know every mans life,and difcern every mans
acting by his converfation ; which we fee done al-
fo with your felves in the Ordination of our Col-

. Jeague Sabinus, that by the fiffrage of the whole

fraternity, and by the judgment of the Bifhops,
who at the prefent met, and who wrote Letters of
Ic to you, the Epifcopacy fhould be delivered to
him, and hands {hould be laid on him mftead of
Bafilides, Nor can it refcind the Ordination which
was rightly perfected, that Bafilides, after his
erimes deceed, and his confcience laid bare by
hisown confeflion, going to Rom:, deceived our
Colleague Stephen, who lived far off, and was
ignorant of the matter of fact, and of the filenced
truth, that he might compafs to be unjuftly re-
placed in his Bithoprick, from which he had been
juftly depofzd. 7. The effect of this is, that the
offences of Bafilzdes are not fo much abolifhed, as
cumalate, thdt to his former fins, the crime of de-
ceic and circymvention is added. For he is not {0
much to be blamed, that was negligently decet-
ved, as he to be execrated that fraudulently de-
crived him. Bur if Bailid:s can deceive men, he
cannogdeceive God. For it is written, God is 70

mockzd.  Nor will fallacy profit Adareial to kﬁ??
: o im
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~ him whois involved in great offences,froma right-
ful lofing of his Bifhoprick. Seeing the Apoitle
warneth us, and faich, A Bifhop muft be without
crime as the Steward of God : Wherefore, fee-
ing (as you wrote, beloved brethren, and as Fe-
lix and Sabinns our Colleagues affevere, and as
another Felix of Cafar dugufta, an honcurer of
the Faith, and a defender of the Truth, fignifieth
by his Letters ) Bafilides and Martial are conta-
minated by a wicked Libel of Idolatry.  And Ba-
tlides, befides the blot of this Libel, when he lay
fick blafphemed God, and confefled that he blaf-
phemed, and becaufe of the wound of his con-
{cience voluntarily depofing his Epifcopacy,turned
him{elf to a repentence, begging pardon of God,
and being fatisfied, if he might but communicate
as a Lay-man. ~And Martial, befides the filthy
and dirty feafts of the Gentiles, and the oft fre-
quenting of their Colledges, and the depofing his
Sonsin the fame Colledge afrer the-manner of the
exterior Nations, in prophane Scpulchres. and bu-
rying them with aliens, did al{o by publick acts
with the Ducenary Procorator, teftifie that he
obeyed Idolatry: And feeing there. are many
other and great offences in which Bajilides and
Martial are held guilty; in vain do fuchmen en-
deavour to ufurp to themfelves the Office of Bi-
fhops, when it is manifclt that fuch kind of men
may neither be Guides of the Church of Chrift,
nor ought to offer Sacrifices to God: Efpecially
when Cornelizs alfo our Colleague, a pacifick and
juft Prieft, and honoured by God’s vouchfafement
with Martyrdom, did with us, and all the Bilhiops
fettled inthe whole world,decree,that fuch men be
not admirted to Repentance, but that they be pre-
~ hibited
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hibited from Clergy Ordination, and Prieftly ho-
nour. 8. ‘And Jet not this move you, moft belo-
ved Brethren, if with-fome in the Taft times, their
flippery Faith do nod, and their irreligious fear of
God do fhake, or pacifick Concord perfevere not :
It was foreteld that thefe things would be to-
wirds the end of the world ; and by the joyat-
witne(s of the Apoftles it was foretold, that the
world declining, and Antichrift drawing near, all
good things would fail (or decay ) and evil
and adverfe things increafe ( or profper. ) And
yet, though it be in the laft times, neither is Evan-
gelical vigor {o fallen in the Church of God, or
doth the firength of Chriftian Vircue or Faith {0
languith, but that there remaineth a porsion of
Priefts, which yields not to thefe ruines of things,
and fhipwrack of Faith, bur as ftrong and frable do
with obfervation of fear mainrain the honour of
. the Divine Majefty, and the Prieftly dignity. We
remember and hold, that when the reit did yield
and fall, Marhatias did valiantly defend the Law of
God : And that when the Jews failed and depart-

ed from Divine Religion, Elsas ftood and firove

fublimely : That Danicl, neither dererred by the
folitude ‘of a firange Country, nor by the infefta-
tion of daily perfecation, did frequently and va-
liantly give glorions teftimonies (or Martyrdoms)
and that the three young men, neither broken
with years, nor rhreats, did faithfully ftand out a-
gainft the Babylonian fires, and even in their cap-
tivity conquered the conquerng King. 9 The
number ( or party) of prevaricators.or trayors
that now vifz #p in the Church againft the Churchy

and have begun to fpoil both Faith and Verity, .

fhall {ee it ; that yet with the moft there remaltﬂl;
£ o
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eth a fincere mind, and entire Religion, 2 foul de-
voted to noné but their Lord and God 5 and that
other mens perfidioufnefs doth not deprefs the
Chriftian Faich to ruine, but doth more excite it,
“and exalt it unto glory. Even as the bleffed A-
poftle Paul exhorteth and faith, Whar if fome of
them have fallen from Faith? fball their unbelicf
make void the faith of God 2 Gud is true, and every
mana lyar - And if every man be a lyar,  and God
only be true, what elfe fhould we, Gods fevants,do,
and fpecially his Prieits, but relinquifh the errours
and lies of men, and keeping the Lords commands,
remain in the truth of God ? 10, Therefore, moft
beloved brethren, though there have been fome
of our Colleagues, who think that the Divine
Difcipline thould be neglected, and do rafhly com-

" municate with Bafilises and Martialy that oughe
. not to trouble our Faith, feéing the Holy Ghoft
in the Pfalms doth threaten fuch, faying, Thos
baredft Difcipline, and haft caft my words behind
+hee - Ifthou faweft a Thief, tbou concurredft with
him, and didft place thy portion with. Adulterers.
It theweth that they are made Conforts and par-
takers of other mens fins, who have been coupled
withthe finners. And Pax! the Apoftle writeth
the fame thing, and faich, [Whifperers, detratiors, |
baters of Gody injutions, proud,beafers of themfelves,
inventers of cvil things; who whcn they knew the
judgment of God, they auder food not thar they that
do Juch things are_worthy of death; not only they
that do them, but they that confent to them
that do them, He faith, that They that do fuch
things are worthy of death.. He manifefteth and
averreth that not only they are worthy of death,
and come to punithment who do the evils, but
they
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they al(o who confent to them that do fuch things;
who while by unlawful communication they are
mingled with bad men, and finners, and imperni-
tent perfons, they are polluted by the conta& of
the guilry sand while they are joyned in the fault;
they are not feparated in the punifhment. Where-
fore, moft beloved brethren, we both praife and
approve the religious care of our integrity and
faich ; and as far as we are. able by cor Letters,
exhore you, thar vou do not by facrilegious com-,
munion mingle your felves with ‘prophane and
blotted Priefts (or Bifhops;) but in' religious fear

do keep entire and fincere the firmnes of your

Faicn. I wifh, moft dear Brethren, your con-
tinual welfare, :

1.4 Letter of the famouflyLearned and. Holy Robert
Grofthead, Byfhop of Lincoln, to Zope Innocent
tie fonvthyand bis Cardinals,containing the reafons
of bis Nonconformity to their Commands 5 Tranf-
lared out of Matth. Paris, An. 12§3. pag. 871,
872. : : i

Aith a4, Pdﬁ'c, In thefe daies when the Lord
Pope Innacent the 40/. had fignified by his Apc-

© Itolick Writings, commandiog the Bithop of Lin-

coln that he thould do fomewbhat which he took to
be unjuft, and diffonant to reafon, as he frequently
did ro himand other Englith Prelates 5 he wrote
back to him in thefe words [ Be it knowi to yorr dif~
¢rezion, tiat I devontly and reverently, with ﬁlfztl
affection,obey the Apoftolical Preceprs: And berng
zealois of the paternal bononr,I ams agzjnﬂ and. refifs
the things which are againft the Apoftolical m‘md?{;ﬁ*

i e ,./‘
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For I am-bonndto both by Gods Commands : Eor the
Apoftolick: mandates, nesther are, nor ¢an be any
other, than confondnt and conform to the AP”fH‘"
Dottrine, and to the Duttrine of onr Lord fefns
Chrift bimfelf, the Mafter.and Lovd of the A-
pojHes, whofe type and perfon the Lovd Prpe chicfly
bearorh inthe Hierarchyof vhe  *1 1ua be known
Church*. For owr Lord ? ef#s  thar this Bifhop li=
Chrift bimfelf faitb, He that is- vedin the depthof
not with me, is againft me. Bur 4 PPy écctahﬂd 25
the moft Divine ..Spm&zt‘y;of the - Popes Power', « as
Apoffalical Seat, is riot, #or¢an- men do now the-
not poffibly be againft bim (Jelos Bifhops.

Chriit) Thercfore the tenor of the forefnid Letter
is not confonant to the Apoftolick Santtity 5. but very
wnch abfouant and difeordant i Firft; becanfe of
the [uperaccnmnlated Non obftante of that Letter,
and fuch like, that are difperfed far and wide, nor
bromght in by any neeeffiry of obferving the Law of
Natnre; whence a delnge of inconfpancy, andacionf-
nefs, and prooacity, immodefly, ling, deceiving,
bardly belicving or trufting any doth arife : And from

 thefe a deluge ‘of innumerable wvices, moving and.

> . .
the trangnility of focsal, bumane converfation.

Bloveover, next after the fin of Lucifer, which in
the later times will be alfo the fin of Antichrift
the Son of perdition, which the Lord will deftroy
with the [pis of bis mosthy there sether is, nor
can be any orher kKind of fin fo adverfe and contyary
to the Apoftles and the Evangelical Dottrine, and
fo bateful, deteflable and abominable to onr Lord Je=
fus' Chrift himfelf, as to kill and deftvey fouls by .
defranding them of the care of the Pafforat Offce
bgﬁd Miniftry s Which ﬁnY;tlae] ar6 by {moft evident.

teﬂ;;-

troubling the purity of the Chriftian Religion, (md

!




Yeftimonics of Sacred Scripture. knowm. Fo- commit,

who bfi?]g Plﬂ&'?d in the Pawgr of Pdﬂoml Qayg','ala
get the [alary of the Paftoral Office and Minifer},
Jrcm the milk and fleece of the fheep of Chriffy
‘who are to bemade alive and [aved, b admini-
fter mot their dues.. - For the very not adminftring
of the Paftoral Minifteries, is, by the Scripture Te-
Fimony, the killing -and deffroying of the Sheep.
And that thefe two [orts of fins (thosgh with dif-
parity) are the worft, and ineftimably fupcrexceed—
ing cvery other fort of, finy is manifeft by this, i1
that they are (though with difparity avd diffimili-
tude) diceGtly contrary to the two  faid exifters
things that are beft :~ For that is the worft thing
thar 15 contrary. 1o the beft:  And as much. as
licth in the [ad finncrs. One of thefe fins is "the
deflrattion of the wvery Deity, which is [npereffen-
tially, and fupernaturally Bejt 5 the other is the de-
fhroying of the Deiformity and Deifications, which 15
‘Beft Effentially and Naturally by the gracions pare
sicipations of the beams of the Deity. “And bcecanfe,
as in good things, the Canfe of good is better than
jrs Eficit 5 fo alfo in cvils, tne Canfe of evil is
worfe than its Effect.  And it is manifeft that

the Introducers of [nch moft evil Murderer's of
shis Deifomity apd Deification in the Sheep of

“Chrift, in the Church of Gody are worfe than thefe
aroft evil Murderers themfelves, and neereft to Lu-
cifer and Antichrift ; and in this pejority they ate
g;{zzdx;zli,v the worft, by byw much they fype;{_excel,

wuo were more obliged/ 1o exclyde and extitpare
J#ch Vd_"_@f"a;}'crs from the :,bzzrcb of ng, by the gm;{ﬂ-'-
ey and Aivincr powers given them by God for ;E, =
{,’cmz‘an; and not fur Deftruiion: . It cannok ,/7!?
L ercfare thar amoft kely Apoffolick Seat (0 rrﬁmbb
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by our moﬂ ‘Lol)'v Lord fefus Chrifty all power js -

given, as the Apoftle witneffeth, for Edificatios, and
not for Deftruttion) fhould” ever command, bid, or
any way endeavonr_any [#ch thing, or any thing verg-
ing towards fuch a fin, [o odlons, deteftable and abo-
minable to our Lord Jefns Chrift, and [o niterly per-
nigions to mankind. < For this “were either a des
fetson, or a_corruption, or an abufe of his cvidently
maft holy and jull power, or an utrer elongation from
the Throne of the Glory of our Lord fefus Chrift, and
the neareft_cowffeffion in the Char of Pesticnce;
to the two forefaid Priuces of darknefs, and of the
péin;) of Hell. - No one that in immacnlare  and
fincere ebedience is [nbjet and faithfni rothe fape
Scat, and wor by Schifm cut off from the Body of
Chiift, and the [ame loly Seat, can obey ( fuch) Man-
dates _or Precepts , or anj endeavonrs Wwhatever,
whencefocver. they flow, though it were from the Su-
pream Order of Angels *,  but muff 2
neceffarily with  his whole_power f~Qr Anglortini
¢ 4/3 e ¢ ; or irs a various
contraditt them and rebel : Where- T e&ion.
fore, Reverend Lords, from the dnty ;
of obedience and, fidelity, which I owe tothe Parent,
of the holy Apoffelical Sear, and,ont of the Love of

" Union in the Body of Chrift with ir, 1 do “alone

(unice) filially and obediently difobey, contraditt and
rebel againft the things contained ‘in the forefaid

Letter, and efpecially as.is before touched; they mosE

cvidently werge'towards she fin which 1s moft aboisi=
nable to onr Lord fefiss "Chrift, and molt pernicions
to matikind; and are altogesher adverfe to the fan~
ity of the Apoftolical Seat; and are comirary tv
the,Catholick Faith. WNor may yorir diferetion there=
fore deteymine any. thing haid aganft me, bcmnf:'all

o1y contyadiction and attion in this Canfe is not: it

Y 2 deed
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deed contradistian ar rekellion, byt a filial hononving
of Gods commiand: due'to a Eatpery «ind of yor. Brigf-
by recalleétmg-alls 1 fay,, that the holinefs “of the A-
poffolick Seax can do (vt bats power. 10 do) siothing
but.. thar \which. terdeta to. edificatian, and_not 10
Will Loy g L HHae of power, to have power 1o do
fhallbc‘{adcc?! all te U]:d‘ﬁcatzloil. But tbtﬁ? that
As if all-men. they call [ Proyifions] are wct for
werenottobe Edification, but_for moft mani (eft
dilcerning D 'ﬂrué?'z‘éhf’flylér'e'bre e Apaffol;
Noadies 5 ¢ 07 fore the Ap(,jfol,vck_
truth & duty. - Secat cannot aceepr them ,  beoanfe

2 fiifis aia blood, which [loali not poffefs
the Kingdom of Gody hath revealed them, and not
}}Z Father of our Lord Jefus Christ, who is in

aven, :

1IL Bifbop Sanderfon in his Oxford Prelettions de

- Juramento, faith, as follgweth, (The Reader 15
defired to fee bis whole words, that he [ay not they
aremangled, or any thing omitted which he would
have had put in 5 and to confider how far the cafe
of Oaths, and Govenditss Promijes or Profeffions
is the [ame.) \ 3 5 (o

P\Age 30, 31. 1. Simplicity above all things
‘ befcemeth an Oath i That 18, The nature
and obligation of an Quth is fuch, that wheever
fhall bind Limfe!f by fo facred a bord to do any
thing, he may be altogether held by the Religion
of an Oath, and" fericufly from his heart interd,
and as much as iv him iyeth, diligently erdeavour

faithfully to do all chat which he hath promited
& : )




to do, withont all crift, fraud,or ill deteit or diffi-
mulation. 7 See'the refttheres). 5

Pige '32 33,34 Contrary to.chis fimplicicy of

an O.th, are two fotts of fimulation 3 one asto the
foregoing part, whicli is either antecedent or con-
comitant .with the a& of f{wearing : of which,
though the former be the worfer, 'ye‘:f_'n‘ei_tilér of
them is free “from, perjury, Dawid feemeth to
comprehiend bothtin Ofal. 15, and 24" [ A2 that
fivedrettnot deceitfully, <hatis, with & mind to de-
ceive--And . He that fkﬁeh,?et/a’ to bis oo’ bart, and

changerh mor ], thatis, wi o ’Whéijq he {(13 ath bound
limielf by an Outh,, will rather, even to. his own
g’x‘ea_t:"l:(isfs,perfbr‘m that which he incommodioafly
fwore, than for.any temporal comimodity violate
Kis faith,--~Thefe things the greater part of men
fow in being, feem €6 me not . to think of, or not
ferionfly s who féar' not to'fivear without, any
ambzigépx‘oli;ify',' and in the very words, whatfo-
ever is propofed to them, by fuch as hiave power
to do them hurt ;. Yeaand think themflves ‘the
only ,\:}ri@;ipeq, a,nd,,d’ifdairifh‘nl‘y'dlerid,é'tlif:ir fimpli-
city and vain fear, who, left they hute cheir con-
fcience's, forfooth, do feek a knot in a ruth, and
vex (ot (ollicit), the farms preferibed. by tich
as‘cim'_‘;’)fofcriﬂjtfith&m?:, And. they fécurcly fiee
themfelves from all crime, and fear of Perjury,
and think they have well cared-for themfelvesand
theie confriznces, if when they fwear, like the Je-
{uits, they, can but any how defend themfelves,by
tacite equiv0catidns;qr,mental refervations,or {fub-
de forced interprerations, and quite alien from the
words : Or elfe after they have fivorn,can find .out
{ome ac tificial evafion, asa hole to get out by,as
che ol odzsaner; by whichfo to defraud the Oath,
: e G that

§



that taking the words, yet the fenfe may be elud-
ed by fome Sophifin, and all the force of it whol-
Iy be-eneryated.  The old Chriftians recéived not
this Theology: The founder Heathens received
not this Moral Philofophy : - Much otherwife out
of them, faith _Luguftine [ « T hey are perjured who
“keepingv,tlg'e;fwwrdx', deceive the cxpeclation of them
“that theyfwearto] ‘And otherwife, faith Cicero,
C“LThat isto be kept which, is' [o [vorn as the mind
“of the Impofev. conceived it (honld be done.] Read:

the proofs, p. 34, 8¢, 1. From  many Texts of:
Scripture: 2. From God’s own example: 3. From:

the nature of Truth: 4. From' the end of an Oath,
P 38.7 which is ' the .confirmation of a doubtful.
macter; that is, that of things otherwife uncer-,
tainand depending ‘on humane credit, chere. fhould”
be had fuch. certainty “ds hutdane affairs require.’
For an Oath wis ingtituted by God, by force of
the Light of Narure, for 2. remedy of humane
defects abour Truth; that among mortals it fhould
be Truths laft garrifon ' a$ oft as all other kinds
of proofdo fail. But this end would be wholly:
overthrown, and there could be no certain credit
among men, ifit were free for the fivearer, at his
own arbiterment, ‘what he fpeaketh in words to
caufe belief, by fome tacite’ ambiguity in fear-
ing, or after he hach worn, by finding ont fome
new, and asic were, polthumous comment {0 to
difible ir, as'thac it ‘fhall 15fe all its force, and
be utterly ineffectual. If either of thefe were law-
ful, an Oath fhould not be the end of ftrife,* but
the beginning, and fhould rather give occafion for
new contradictions and firifes, than end the old
ones. Open bur this window once, and then
what can’ be. thought of o falfe, forthe defence
EE : : ; whereof

N
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whereof fome effuge or lurking-hole may not be
devifed, whereby: it may.be freed from being a
lie.. In-the mean time, what pervc:fenezs 15 1t
that That fhould by difhoneft men be turned into
an infirument of deceiving, which was inftitnted
by the moft wife God to be a:help to credit (or
mens belief of one anather2) Verily, unle(s. one
willrather ufe God’s facred -inftitution to another
purpofe,thanthat to which it was inftituted(which
a'godly man will not eafily do) that which is the
end of.an Oath, the fame ought to be the end of
the fwearer: And thatis, {0 to make the hearer
to believe, that he may become more certain .
and fecure of the Truch of that which before was
doubtful, But he that diffemblech, ftudieth to
breed a falfe belief in the hearers, and fo doth
not only fuffer another to be deceived (which yet
is contrary ta Charity when he may and ought to
hinder it ;) buralfo intendeth to-deceive ;, which
is not only againft all Juftice and Honefty, but it
is alfo conjoyned with the greateft wrong to
God, and contempt of his name. And verily to
me fcarce any other fort of Perjary doth more
diametrically feem to be againft eicher .the fcope
of the third Commandment, or the very words,
(of not taking the namne of God in vain) than that
which arifeth from this diffimalation. For as the
word Vanity doth prOperly and adequately com-
prehend 2l that which is any - way falic ; 0 in.a

certain - peculiar {orf, and moft properly, . that
which isfo falfe as yet to bear a {hew of Trath.

(See the reft.) ' -
' The fecond which per

tion of an Oath, is.this, / -
isvaf friGhright---That is of fo juft aninterpretd-,
st e Y 4 tion

raineth to the interpreta-
The Obligation of ai Qath



R
tion of right, that the words of the Eaw' niay ‘noe
be drawn further than is ‘meet for the fike . or' fu=
vour of any party ; ‘nor' conftrained to - ferve any!
mans fa&t or commodity. In a'word, ‘feeitt: Richr,
1s not here taken 10 as to exclude an interpreration.

tempered with equity, ‘but to exelude aninterpre=:

tation of Law (or right)corrupted by favour(or for
any ones fake )---The extreams are ' 4 Rigid inter-
pretation, and A Fivograble.-q Fuffinterpreta-
ton is the mean between bothj which fearcheih
after the true and genuine fenfe of the Law,: with-
out refpect ar all to perfons; out of nariiral equity’
and juftice, and from .the words themfelves; as
they agree with equity and juftice, And if this
may be plainly made out in the werds themfelves,’
that it is in every cafe fimply to be terainedi~-=
See'the refy, : UL RO 161

P.45. When I fay that an Oath is of frict right,
it is {0 to be underftood, thar the méeaning of the
Oarh, which is plain enough in the words, is als
waies to be held.  But where the fenfe is doubt—
ful, every one muft rake great heed, left we. too/
much indulge our felves; and our own affeions
and left we grant our felves too liberal and laxa
licenfe of interpreting, that we may the cafilier
get our felves'out of the bond of the Oath which
we are tyed by ; and left we fafien (or feign) any
fenfe on the Qath taken, or on any parr of it, for
our ewn commodity or profits fake, which any o-
ther pious and prudent.man  of a freer Judgment
as not interefied in the caufe, would not eafily
draw from the very words themftlves.

The Reafon is twofold ; one in refpedt to others,
for fcar of feandal, left any thet is weak, drawn by
our example, think he may do that which he feeth

us
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us do; though undcquainted with thofe fubrilties;

by which only we ufe to'defend our felves from-
the crime of Perjury, ‘The other in refpect of our™

félves; for''fear of perjury; ‘which toft' grie-
vous' erime’ undoubredly ‘we: ‘commit, if ‘that
more benign interprecation chance to deceive us,

which made us bold" to'take the*Oach:  This rea-
fon refteth on' that general,’ and “mof¥ profitable
rule; which bids us [in denbtfulcafes take the [afir’
fods = F But ic s 'the fafer “nor’ o fwear, when the

words of the propofed Outh," according to the commaon.

andiobvions [enfé of tie words, feews 16 contain [ome>
whit wilawfndin thimy rather than by a: Lax In-

rerpretarion fo to foften them ‘for our own tie;
that we ‘may the: more: fecurely fwear them': See~

ing we know -thae fiich an ‘Oath'may be refufed

withioar danger of periury, but we know not that
it can'bé taken without danger or'fear’of it.
P46, 475 197+ Yer we muft “take heed' that

this firift nrevpretation ‘turn not ‘into a Rigid’
one--~of common right’ thefe exceptions and eon-
ditions (of promiffory Qaths are évér underfiood:’

[x. IfGod permit : 2. Saving the Right of orbers.

And, “as far as'is lawful’s’ faving vhe Right of Supe-
vionrs < 3. Thingsftanding as thiy do, or inthe fume’

fpaters Asfarias T am able, &c. T
P. 49. Bugvif any ‘admit 'more dubious excep-

tions-he boldly and rathly removeth God’s boun-
daries of an Qath, and openeth a wide door to al»l-

kind of Perjury.

P. 193. The third'Cafe is, when: one impofeth

an Oath of an ambiguous fenfé, only requiring that
thofe words be fworn, permiiting. the fwearer to
underftand: the words in what fenfehe will: fay,

ic muft defervedly be fufpected “that an Oarh
' offered
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offered on fuch a ‘condition hath fome latent ilf

deceir, and therefore is to be refufed by ra pious
and prudent man;& to me feemeth to be difallow=

ed for three caufes: 1, In refpeto the Qath it
felf;in which Trmeh is firlt required :-Buta fpeech
of indefinite and ambiguous fenfe before diftinction
mude, is no true propofition ; yea, no propofition
atall; when a propofition; as Boys:know, ‘fhould

fignifie truth or falthood withont ‘ambiguirys:
2. In refped of him to whom we fwear: For the,

proper-end.of an Oath is, thathe to whom it is
made have fome cercainty of a thing before un-
certaln, - 3. In refpect to the fwearer himfelf;

who ifhe take an Quth in fuch condition,prepareth-

either a fcandal for his neighbour, or a fhare for
him(@lf. For (uch collufion cannot be imagined to
look any other way, than either to.draw others
by our example to take the fame Qarh (though
with a relu@anc confcience) which is to fcandalize
our neigbour : orthat fomewhat-ele be after re-
quired of us to be done by virtue of that Qush,
which is either unlawful, or incommodious; which
is to lay a fnare for our felves. .Let a wife ‘man
therefore take heed that he fuffer. not him(elf to’
be impofed on by’ thefe Arts; or left he fo mach
value the favour or fear of any other man, asto
{wallow the bait - when he knowerh that the hook
1sunderit. Verily, thac all may be rightly done:
when you {wear, ir is expedient thar all partiesbe
clearly agreed of the fenfe of the words that/are:
intercfled in the macter ; which' by the Antients
was called LLigaido jarare] '
. Scistamen, & liguido juratus dicere poyes-
And inthe old form, he that impofed.the Oath was
wont to fayto the fwearer [ .Qué de 7o peto
' . liquido
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liguido jures) (shatis, [Ofwhich I require thee to
fwear plainly. ] rom : 7

P. 55, §6. The queftion, Whether this or that
Oath be lawful ? much differech from this,[ Whether
this or that Qath bind#] For though it be certain
that we oughtnot to take the Oath, which we
know that we ought not to keep; yet it may
come to pafs, and often doth, thac we ought to
perform that which we ought not to have taken,
fofbuas Covenant with the Gibeonstes, is a ‘moft
clear example of this, --- An Oath may be faid to
be unlawful two ‘waies; either as to the marter
[waran, or as to the A& of fiwearing.  An Oath un-
lawful as to the matter {worn, bindeth not at all.
An Oath- unlawful in refpeét to the A& of fiear-
ing, bindeth, unlefs otherwaies hindered.

P.74, 75. A thing lawful in it felf may ‘be un-
lawful by accident;---as by the errour of the
fwearer, or the ill effect of the thing {worn. The
third Cafe is, When one promifeth by an Qath. to do

" [amewhar_perbaps lawful in it [ilf, which yer he

thinketh unlawful y or at leaft feareth lefbit be not
lawful: Asifany one before thefe times, admitted.
to an Ecclefiaftical Benefice, had promifed to ob-
{erve in Publick Worfhip allithe Rites commanded
by the Ecclefiaftical Laws, as the Surplice, the fign
of the Crofs at the facred Font, kneeling in recei-
ving the Sacrament, and fuch like, ‘wkich yet by

fome light prejudicé he thought were fuperftitious

and Popith. The queftion is, What obligation there

i in this cafe 2 1fay, 1. Such an Oath cannot be’

taken during fuch- errour, wjthout grievous fin-
For he finneth grieveufly that finneth againft. his
conftience , though ‘erroneous.  For when the

Judgment of the Intellect is every ones neareft
: : Rule
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Rute of a@ion, the will, if it follow not,that jodg-
menc failing from its Rule, muft need¢ be carried
1nco fin. * It's a common faying, [He thar doth a-
Zarnft bis confeience, buildeth to e, 7 Verily he
that fwedretl whar he chinketh unlawful, would
fvear ifit were indeed unla wfol; & that becometh
unfawful to'him that'is iwfal ro another'; as the
Apoftle judgeth, Rons, 14. 14. =2, I fap, fuch an
Oatly doth nor Gind -~ Becaufe an Oath cannot take
away a former oblgartion, nor induce another ob-
ligation contrary to it. ‘Bt that Ouch which is
taken againft the dictate of conftience, tad a for-
mer obligation arifing from that dictate. For the
dictate of confeience, whether right or erroneons,
alwaies obliseth, at leaft not to act againft ic. But
a following Ourh cannof remove that gbligation,
but is it felfinvalid, and Toferh irs obliging force,
3. Bar if'the fwéarer after better taught, do fee
and corre® his erronr, ‘the 'Oath which: bound

~ him not before, beginneth then to bind him.

P. 77. Other Cafes ‘there'are of things by Ac-
cident' unlawful, by reafon’ of ill effects of the
thing ic felf'; as it may be a hinderer of a greater
good, or a caufe, ar Jeaft an occafion of evil.---
The fourth Cafe is, when the thing fworn feemeth
valawful) as hindering chie effect: of fome antece-
denr goud; as of'a Vow or Promife made before :
A% if ode'thit had' before-hand Bound himfelf to
fome work of Piety or Charity, after take an
Outh' thic hindereth the fulfilling of the former
Voir. "As ifone chat vowed to give half his gain
weekly to the poory ‘Thall afrer fwear to give icall
to the war: --- This' cafe  hath no difficuley; I
plainty anfiver, - fuch an Qath is neicher lawful
nor obligatory,becaufe that the former:obligation;
- whence-
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whencefoever contracted, whether by Covenant, -
or by Vow, or by bare Promife, or by meer Of-
fice (or Duty) remainech valid, and putsa bar to
every following contrary act.--- ,

(Read Irel. 4, § 11,12,13,14,15. Whathe faith -
for the obligation, I. Of fpontaneous Oaths; 2. of
Oaths caufed by frand; 3. Or by fear extorted ;
4. Even of Oatlis to Robbers.) '

" P, 1r0. 3.He that taketh an Oath impofed by
one that had no juft authority, but not otherwife
vicious, is bound to perform what he fwore.

(Read p. 175, &c. what he faith at large againft
equivocatior, firetching refervations, as opering
the door to «ll lying and perjury, and fruftrating
the end of Oaths.)

P. 1g§. Ofthe latitude and extent of an Oath,
Fiow Juav the [enfe is to be meafured
by thefeope: As when the Canufe ‘anigsc‘gnég;c‘;é
of the Oath was particular, but  jp¢ ufe of the
the words 4. general, e. g. The  Liwurgy, &c.
Popes Wivrpation was the Caufe :
of the Oath of the Rings Suprem:cy: --- But the
werds of the Outh fo affert the Kings Supremacy,
as exclude all others as well as che Pope, from ex-
ercifing fupreme Power in this Kingdom : Anfm.
Such an Oath ¢bligeth as to the words themfelves
in their vemoft latirude : The Reafon is, becaule
the intention of the Law, thovgh made on a par=
ticular occafion, I8 general, to hinder all incom-

modities of the fame kind for the future.---As

Lawvers fetch fot the fenfe of Laws from the

Proem. but from the body of the Stature, fo we

muft judge of the juft interpretarion of an Qath,

not by the promifed recognition, or other pre-

face, but by the body of the Qath it {elf.
; P, 2¢8.



