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whencefoever contracted, whether by Covenant, -
or by Vow, or by bare Promife, or by meer Of-
fice (or Duty) remainech valid, and putsa bar to
every following contrary act.--- ,

(Read Irel. 4, § 11,12,13,14,15. Whathe faith -
for the obligation, I. Of fpontaneous Oaths; 2. of
Oaths caufed by frand; 3. Or by fear extorted ;
4. Even of Oatlis to Robbers.) '

" P, 1r0. 3.He that taketh an Oath impofed by
one that had no juft authority, but not otherwife
vicious, is bound to perform what he fwore.

(Read p. 175, &c. what he faith at large againft
equivocatior, firetching refervations, as opering
the door to «ll lying and perjury, and fruftrating
the end of Oaths.)

P. 1g§. Ofthe latitude and extent of an Oath,
Fiow Juav the [enfe is to be meafured
by thefeope: As when the Canufe ‘anigsc‘gnég;c‘;é
of the Oath was particular, but  jp¢ ufe of the
the words 4. general, e. g. The  Liwurgy, &c.
Popes Wivrpation was the Caufe :
of the Oath of the Rings Suprem:cy: --- But the
werds of the Outh fo affert the Kings Supremacy,
as exclude all others as well as che Pope, from ex-
ercifing fupreme Power in this Kingdom : Anfm.
Such an Oath ¢bligeth as to the words themfelves
in their vemoft latirude : The Reafon is, becaule
the intention of the Law, thovgh made on a par=
ticular occafion, I8 general, to hinder all incom-

modities of the fame kind for the future.---As

Lawvers fetch fot the fenfe of Laws from the

Proem. but from the body of the Stature, fo we

muft judge of the juft interpretarion of an Qath,

not by the promifed recognition, or other pre-

face, but by the body of the Qath it {elf.
; P, 2¢8.
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P. 208, "He is "alwaies perjured that intend-
eth not what he promifed : buc he is not alwaies
perjured that performeth not what he promifed.
(The bond being diffolved.) :

P, 227. Vows made to God, asa party, cannot
be relaxed by man (though men may give away
their own.) '

If you {wear for the fake of another, as to hié
honour, obedience, profit, or other good,the Oath
bindeth not, unlefs he for whom you {wear, take
it as acceptable and firm. .

P.242. Concl. 4. It isagrievous fin to impofe
an Oath unduly, on another. As 1, An Qath not
ftablifhed by Law or Cufiom, &c, 2. An OQsth
that is repugnant, or in the fenfe that_the words
hold forth in the common ufe of {peaking; feemeth
repugnant to any Oath by him formerly lawiully
taken. 3. They that conftrain men ro {wear,to a
thing unlawful, as againft our duty to God, or our
Superiours, or the Laws of the Kingdom, :or a-
gainft good manners, or that which is otherwife
difhoncit,and may not be kept. 4. He who impo-
feth an Oath of ambiguous fenfe, or any way
captious ; to enfnare the confcience, life, l’iberty
or fortune of his neighbour. . He that without
neceflicy, by fear compelleth, or by Acthority
impelleth, or by counfel, example, fraud, or other
artifice or reafon induceth anotlier to fwear, who
he knowerh will fwear againit the judgment of
his confcience. . I would all men in gredt power
would remember how filthy a charater Zeroboam
branded his own confcience, fame and name with,
that made Zfracl to fin :d how, greatly . they
provoke God’s great wrath againft themiel ves,that
abufe their power 1o otlier mens ruine, Wéllcil
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God gave them for edification, and not for de-
ftruction. . : :
o P. 243, Concl. 5. An offered Oathisnot to be
9;1\@, taken with a reluant or dounbting confcience :
, 1. Becaufe what'is not of faith is fin, 2. Becaufe
ﬂ"‘d{ we muft fwear in judgment, which he doth not
_ ’ that. fweareth againft his confciences judgment.
1c‘,’/a’ 3. Becaufe this is done for fome temporal com-
' 'ni? modity, or’to avoid fome lofs, or obtain fome
;0 g gain, or to ger fome mans favour, or fuch like :
d\‘O‘ : But how unworthy of a Chriftian isit, to fet God
' behind the World, Heaven behind Earch, the Soul
behind the Body, eternal joy behind temporal
gain, - the hope of the life to come behind prefent
eafe, inward peace behind outward ! 4. Becaufe he
that {o fwearerh evidently expofeth himfelf to the
danger of Perjury ( a moft heinous fin. ) ‘For he
 thar for hope or fear of any temporal commodity
or'difcommodity can be induced to fwear that
which he ought not, it is fcarce ‘credible but he
may by the like hope or fear be drawn from doing
what he fwore. And PER JUR 'Y ‘was by the
f very heathens accounted one of thiofe moft heinous
@% ~fins, which they believed would bring the wrath
A

W of the Gods notonly on the guilcy, but on their
f) | pofterity, yea on whole nations, much more is it
i 16 be feared of us, who worfhip that one true

8 | God, who hath folemnly profefled that hie will not
"9 hold him guiltlefs that taketh his'name in vain.
L’W . Left, while which wayever we look we feefucha
;',#0 . grear and luxuriant €rop of Oaths and Perjury,
P“‘Mg .. even already white to the Harveft, God the moft
'l | rightects judge fhould quickly put in the fickle,
'r'wjif.’! utrerly to cuc down fo perfidious ‘and profane a
Y pation.”“We have long {elt that out moft merciful
L?" . iy : i Father
hil
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Father is angrv, and that the- infinite patience of
God i< rurned into fury, being infinitely wronged,

and (if Tmay (0 av.) overcome. Iris mot eafy
to fay, for which finsthis chiefly is, - when all fins .
are very great: - But verilv he that will ferioufly
think, fince;God hath begunito. fcourge us by a
neerer rod, how we have not grieved. for thefe
gricvous fins, of {wearing and perjary, yea how
geeatly on one fide is increafed, the unbridled and -
unpunifhed licence of {wearing and blafpheming;
and on the: other- fide the foul. hypocrifie of for-
“{wearing on pretence of religion ; it can fearce be,
but thac of Feremy will come into his mind »
Becasfe of Qaths. the land mowrnath. Thele things
being {fo neer, Fathers and Brethren, ‘we thar are
hereand all others that wifh well to the publick -
peace of the Kingdom and Chuoreh,and the private
pedce of their own hearts and confciences, muft
be intreated that they firft carefully: beware of i the
name of God, and the crime of violated fidelity,
and wholly avoid unneceffary Oaths,and conitantly
refufe thofe tharare unduely impofed ( or offered )
by others ; and fulfill thofe faithfully that are duly

-and rightly taken by our felves ; and chen that as

much as we are’ able, ‘we firenuoufly reftrainithe
liberty of fioning in others ; and that we pray to |
our moft Good and Great God continually that,bes ’
ing taught by his fcourge, and admonithed, and -
hombled under ' his mighty hand, we fly o his
mercy, acknowledge his juftice; implore his grace,

- for the pardon 6f our fins, the amendmentc of our '

Hives, and ithe) fafery of our fouls, by and for: t.hc

Jnerits of our Lord Jefus Chrift:- To whom wich

the Father; and the Spirit, the Three onc-Omi-

potent God be Kingdom, Power, and Glory for

ever, Awen, \ : s
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1P’s like Dr. Sanderfon had fome fpecial eye to
the Scots Covenant ; but doubrlefs he made not
any new or {ingular Doctrine for thar end, which
will not hold true inall eafes by him deferibed.

Mr. Rich. Hollingworth in a late Plea for the
Church of England, vehemently urging the execu-
tion of the Laws againft Nonconfo?m}ﬂé, faith
Page 71. [1. Thereby (by Perjury) the Catfietoe of
the Minifter is debanched; and he rhereby made ve-
7y wifit to give thofe inflruttions, andwholfom counfel
to the people that otherwifz be might do : For ,,[[V
wilful fins, efpecially [uch & DNotorioks one as Perjury,
bardens a mans mind, and divefts bim, til reP;mg;[
of, of all the neceffary and nfeful influences and affi-
ftances of Gods good [pirit, and maketh bim carelefsc;
as of bis own; fo of the fouls of others © And a man
o eafily enfnared by Juch a finy is eafily induced by
any temptation to 4 negle& of thofe ditics which his
Office calls for, and 4 remifs performasnce of thofe Or-
dinances which were defigned and commanded on par=

ofe to reform and infirull the people.

And page 73. [They mift be accomntable at the
laft day, not oily for their own fiz, but for that very
[fin of Perjurys which the vicious Prieft is gnilty of
For be that inviteth a manto a [in, 15 veckoned as if
he bad committed the fin bimfelf]

What then would become of me, if I undertook
to juftifie the Perjury of multitudes 2-~-vea, if al~
o 1.did by Prefs and Preaching, carneitly prefs
Magiftrates ro execute the Laws upon many hun-
dreds of Chrifts Minifters, becaufe they dare not
venture on that which they fear (on foch reafons

as are here rendred) to be a participation of many
: 7, \ . thou-
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thoufand Perjuries, nor on the heinous facriledge
- of deferting their {acred funfion, and encouraging
3 -neer two thoufand filenced Minifters to do the
likeby my example, befides many other feared
¢ fins. If I were the man that for this did plead and
‘ beg thar they might be laid in Gaols with rogues, L
- and pay fourty pound a fermon and be banifhed
s five miles from all Corporations &c. and all chis as
neceflary to the Church and as for God, fathering
it all on him who is the God of Truth and Love s
and pretending that there is no need of their
Miniltry, becanfe that Tand fuch as I do better
perform all chat office againft ignorance, ungod-
linefsand popery without them, &c. How could’
Lexpect regard when I preached againft the fins
of others? Or with what face could T do it 2 When
my fin {hall be opened to me, muft I not with
Origen afrer his fall, inftead of preaching, fhut \
the book, and weep, remembring Pfal. 5o. 16,17.
and the dreadful third Commandment ; and
tremble when T thought of death and’ judgment ? I
For & fudas in Chrifts family finoeth at a dearer
rate than firangers, and will quickly find his gain
too hot to hold, and thofe that hired him to be
waful Comforters, who will turn him off with a :

Cfee thon tothat, | : \ (
B Ofj. Fewer words might ferve. :
AL Nowdum [aris dicitur, dum non [atis difeitnr.

Nee parcis dicendum eft, quod pawcis 70 difeen-
aum cft,
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[ While I Jong wondered that I could not fee
what fatisfied both all the Learned Convocation,
and the Parliament, for the rruth of the Rule in the
Liturgy to fiud omt Eafler-day for ever, which is
contrary to our Almanacks, and we muft all be

filenced (and ruined for Preaching) unlefs we pro-

fefs that we Affent to it, I met with no Confor-
mift cthat gave'me any other fatisfaction, than to
refer me to Dr. Pells Book : And  meeting him
happily, I craved his information; and the grave,
learned, honeft Doctor was fo far from making me
a Conformift, -that he profefled the paffige now is
indefenfible.] ‘ ; '

I was larely affavlred with this, as the firongeft
Argument for Conformity [Deliberate lying isno
Jiny bur a'duty whes it doth no harm but a neceffary
goods As by a Phyfician to [ave bis paticut or to fave
a mans life much'more o fave fonls by preaching.

Anf, This cafe requirech a longer anfwer than I
have here room for : Briefly. 1.God beft knoweth :
who is wifeft and meeteft to Govern the world,
for the good ofall; and he forbids it. 2. This
principle believed would make all men znrrufly
to each other, while every man would think he
had reafon ro lie, when his intereft required je;

~and untruftine(s overthraweth all bumane polities,

focieties and converfe, and fo would do a thoufand
fold more harm to Kings, Subjects and all, than
the faving of @ mans life would compenfate.
3. Its hypocrifie to fin my felf thar I may preach
againft fin in others, 4 The Church of God is
againft this do¢trine,& fathers;And the bef} cafnifts

‘have copioufly confuted ic, though fome Jefuites

are more lax, and uvfe to ferve theirintereft by ir.
5. At
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¢. At leaft,methinks that where Pefuites Lingiscry= |

ed down, men fhould not judge my fearing a lie, a :

crime that rendreth me intolerable in the Minifiry,

and my preaching without it to defecve a Gaol and

utter ruine 5 and the fame to neer 2009 others;the

filencing of whom will one day prove o ind;fferent

f thing: And they that think it harmlef(s publickly,
Minifterially. upon deliberation to profefs a falf-

hood, may fhortly think itaduty to {wear it @ ‘

But 1believe that God will not hold that perfon, |

| Church or Kingdom guiltlefs, which raketh his

i name in vain :{ee Dr, Hammdnds Catechifim on the

3. Commandment.
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ERRATAY

Reden e
HE fmaller Iitcrafrly miftakes are left to thy own in>

; gcnmtyg, the grofier errours of the Prefs, thouart

defired thus to corredt.

Epift. p.5. L. 24. for urge,r. argue, p. To. for prefixed;r.
affixed,p.12. 1.4. for our, r. one, .24.[:-. 4 Cbn]ﬁ'azjz p- 32
L.1. for mollsfie, 1. nullifie, p.go.l. 21. r, one will, p.53.1.20.
¥. communson, p-63.1.4. 1. Pontici, p. 64.1.31.1. Theodofins,
p. 73:1.26.for :bere,_r.{ben,p.s 8.L.20.1. puz not,p. 97.1.2 ;f
r.formally;p.9 9.1.15.for an acceptable, x. uncapable,p. 102
1.8. :.belpl,ip.r 19.1.1.for confidersng, r. concernedin, p. 126.
1.13.r.faid they,p.128.1.6.for fufpenfion, r. fulpicion, p. 154
1.5.for hisyx.thesr,p.157.1.13.for any.x.an,p.159.116. dele

 #hat,p.160.1.30.r. that THIS is, p. 162.1.26. 1. we must, p.
187.1. 5. r. fame, 1.10. dele more, p.203.1.2 5. v.Hale, p.205.
from e take, and 206,and 207+ are all mifplaced, p.224.
1. 1aft, for fwarming, . fivearing, p.229. L.21.1. 97. p. 238.
for FIRE, r. PLAGUE,p. 265.1. 15. r. would not,1.24.for
about, r.above,p.269.1.23. for hoc,r.bos,p.272. 1.2.for thar,
1. the,1.3.dele the, p. 286. 1. 5. for yet,r.yea, p-288. L28.for
affurethyr.afferteth, p.161. 118 1. plenslunium, p. 248.71.8.
for 1660, 1. 1661.p.289.1.23. 1. dominar.on, p. 298.1.2.1..
Regia, pi333.1. penplr. 1. premifed. Many morcare left to
the Readers ingentity. '
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the Meditations.

4. Divine Love: Or The willingnefs of'
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