
whencefoever contracted, whether by Covenant, -
or by Vow, or by barePromife, or by meer Of-
fice (or D u t y ) remainech valid, and puts a bar to 
every following contrary act.— 

( R e a d / W . 4. § n , i 2 3 i 3 , 1 4 ^ w h a t he faith 
for the obligation, t. O f i\untaneous Oaths; 2. O f 
Oaths caul>d by fraud ; 3. Or by fear extorted 5 

4, Even of Oaths to Robbers.) 
P. n o . 3. He thattaketh an Oath impofed by 

one that had no juft authority, but not otherwife 
vicious, is bound to perform what he fwore. 

(Read p 175,6Vc. what he faith at large againft 
equivocation, ftretching reservations, as opening 
the door to all lying and perjury, and fruiirating 
the end of Oaths.) 

P. r$fct O f the latitude and extent of an Oatn, 
Ii, w jiv the jitsf* is to he nte offered > ^ ^ ^ f f ^ 
t) t f o M f f r i As when the Catffe ^ C o n f c n t t o 

of the Oath W«i$ particular, but t h c U f e c f the 
thewofdS a* . general, e.g. The Liturgy,&c. 
Popes llturpation was t&e Caufe 
of the Oath of the Kings Suprtm cy: — But the 
words of the Oath fo afiert the Kings Snpu macy, 
as exclude all others as well as the Pope, from ex-
ercifmz fupreme Power in this Kingdom: Mtv* 
Such an Oath cbl'geth as tothe words themfelves 
Tn their utmoft latitude : The R«(or1 is, becaufc 
the intention of the Law, though made on a par­
ticular occafion, is general to hinder all incom-
modities of the fame kind for the future.---As 
Lawyers fetch not the fenfe ot Laws from the 
P oem b t from the body of the Statute fo we 
muft judge of the juft interpretation c>f an O a b 
not by the promifed recognition, or other pre 
face* but by the body of the Oath it lei f. 



1 J 3 4 ] 
208 . f He is 'alwaies perjured that intend-: 

eth not what he pro mi fed : bur he is not alwaies 
perjured that performeth not what he promifed* 
(The bond being diflblved.) 

P. 227. Vows made to God, as a party, cannot 
be relaxed by man (though men may give away 
their own.) 

I f you fwearfor the fake o f another, as tb his 
honour,obedience, profit, or other good,the Oath 
bindeth nor, unlefs he for whom you fwear, take 
i t as acceptable and firm. 

P. 242. Cone!. 4. I t is a grievous fin to impofe 
an Oath unduly, on another. As 1. An Oath not 
Itablifhed by Law or Cuf tom,&c. 2. An Oath 
that is repugnant, or in the fen/e that the wor/s 
hold forth in the common ufeof (peaking* feemctb 
repugnant to any Oath by him formerly lawfully 
taken. 3. They that conftrain men to fwear to a 
thing unlawful, as againft our duty to God, or our 
Superiours, or the Laws o f the Kingdom, or a-
gainft good manners, or that which is otherwife 
difnoneit,and may not be kept. 4, He who impo-
ferh an Oath o f ambiguous fenfc, or any way 
captious; to enftare the confcience, life, liberty 
or fortune o f his neighbour, y. He that without 
neceffity, by fear compelletb, or by Authority 
impellerh, or by counfel, example, fraud, or other 
artifice or reafon induceth another ,to fwear, who 
he knoweth will fwear againft the judgment o f 
his confcience. I would all men in great power 
would remember how filthy a character Jeroboam 
branded his own confcience, fame and name with, 
that made Jfracl to fin : i.A how greatly they 
•provoke God's great wrath againft themfelves,thac 
abufe their power to other men's ruine, which 

God 



C m ] 
God gave them for edification, and not for de~ 
ftruction. 

P. 243. Goncl. 5. An offered Oath is not to be 
taken with a reluctant or doubting confeience: 
1. Becaufe what is not of faith is fin. 2. Becaufe 
we muft fwear in judgment, which he doth not 
that* fweareth againft his confidences judgment. 
3. Becaufe this is done for fome temporal com­
modity, o r to avoid fome lofs, or obtain fome 
gain, or to get fome mans favour, or fuch like : 
But how unworthy o f a Chriitian is it , to fet God 
behind the World, Heaven behind Earth, the Soul 
behind the Body, eternal joy behind temporal 
gain, the hope of the life to come behind prefent 
cafe, inward peace behind outward J 4. Becaufe he 
that fofweareth evidently expofeth himfelf to the 
danger o f Perjury ( a moft heinous f i n . ) For he 
that for hope or fear o f any temporal commodity 
or difcommodity can be induced to fwear that 
which he ought not, it is fcarce credible but he 
may by the like hope or fear be drawn from doing 
what he fwore. And P E R J U R Y was by the 
very heathens accounted one of tliofe moft heinous 
fins which they believed would bring the wrath 
o f the Gods not only on the guilty, but on their, 
pofterity, yea on whole nations, much more is i t 
to be feared o f us, whoworfhip that one true 
God who hath folemnly profeffed that he wil l not 
holdhim guiltlefs that taketh his name in vain. 
Left while wjiich way ever we look we fee fuch a 
great and luxuriant crop o f Oaths and Perjury, 
even already white to the Harveft, God the moft 
righteous judge mould quickly put in the fickle, 
ut ievlyto cut down fo perfidious and profane a 
nation. We have long felt that OUT moft merciful 

- • Father 



Father is angrr, and that the infinite patience o f 
Ood*: turned into fury, being infinitely wronged, 
a n d ( , f I may fo fav ) overcome. I r i s not eafy 
t o l . y , for which fins this chiefly is,, when all fins 

W £ ^ P u t v e r i , v h e t h a t ^ r iou f ly 
tnink, fincc God hath begunto fcourge us by a 
nccrer rod, how we have not grieved forthefe 
grievous fins, o f (wearing and perjury, yea how 
p eatly on one fide is increafed, the unbridled and 
unpuniflied ,licence o f fwearing and blafpheming, 
and on the- other fide the foul hypocrifie o f for-
Rearing on pretence of religion 5 i t can fcarce be, 
out ttet. of-'/ertmj wil l come into his mind , 
Mecauje oj Oaths the land monrnzth. Theft things 
being lo neer, Fathers and Brethren, we that are 
Here and all others that wif f i well to thepublick 
peace o f the Kingdom and Church,and the private 
pace o f their own hearts and conferences, muft 
be mtreated that they firft carefully: beware of the 
name of God, and the crime o f violated fidelity, 
and wholly avoidunneceflary Oaths,and conitantly 
refufe thofe, that are undueLy impofed f o r offered ) 
by others 5 and fulfi l l thofe faithfully that are duly 
and rightly taken by our felves \ and then that as 
much as we are able, we ftrenuoufly reftrain the 
liberty o f finning in others ; and that we pray to 
our moftGood and Great God continually thar,be* 
ing taught by his fcourge, and admoniflied, and 
humbled under his mighty hand, we fly to his 
mercy, acknowledge his juftice, implore his grace-, 
tor the pardon o f our fins, the amendment o f our 
lives, and the fafety of our fouls, by and for-the 
merits of our Lord Jefts Chrifc;" To whom1 wi h 
the Father, and the Spirit, the Three one-Omni­
potent God be Kingdom, Power, and Glory for 
•ever. Am% . Its 



It's like Dr . Sanderfon had fome fpecial eye to 
the Scots Covenant ; but doubtlefs he made not 
any new orfingular Doctrine for that end, which 
wi l l not hold true in all cafes by himdefcribed. 

M r . Rich. Hollingworth in a late Plea for the 
Church of England, vehemently urging the execu­
tion o f the Laws againft Nonconforming, faith 
Page 71 . [ i - Thereby (by Perjury,) the confeience of 
the Minifter is debauched, and he thereby made ve­
ry unfit to give thofe wftrutlions, and wholfom comfel 
to the people that otherwif he might do : For all 
wilful (ins, especially fuch a Notorious one as Perjury, 
hardens a mans mind, and divefis him, till repented 
of of all the neceffarj and u f f u l influences and ajji-
ftances of Gods good fpirit, and makfitb him carelefr, 
as of his own, $ of the fouls of others: Andaman 
fo eafily enfnared by fuch a fin, is eafily induced by 
any temptation to a neglect of thofe dutiesyhich his 
O ffice calls for, and a remifs performance of thoje Or­
dinances which were defigned and commanded onpur-
vofe to reform and inftrutt the people. 

And pa2e73 . {They mufi be accountable at the 
laft day, not only for their own Jin, but for Mat very 
fin of Perjury, which the vicious Pnefi a guilty ofy 
For he thatinviteth a man to af.n, is reckoned as ij 
he had committed the fin •hmjelj.^ „ n r V r r n n j , 

What then would become of me, f I ufider ook 
to juftifie the Per/ury of n ^ K u d e s ? ^ 
fn T did bv Prefs and Preaching, earnekly preis 
M a t t e l to execute the 
dredsofChrifts Minifters, becaufe ™ 
venture on that which they ^ . ( o n - ^ ^ 
as are here rendred) to br a participation of m « y 



thoufand Perjuries, nor on the heinous facriledge 
of de/erting their facred function, and encouraging 
neertwo thoufand filenced Minifters to do the 
like by my example, befides many other feared 
fins. I f I were the man that for this did plead and 
beg that they might be laid in Gaols with rogues, 
and pay fourty pound a fermon and be baniflied 
five miles f rom all Corporations &c. and all this as 
neceflary to the Church and as for God, fathering 
i t ail on him who is the God of Truth and Love 5 

and pretending that there is no need o f their 
Miniirry, becaufe that I and fuchasI ,do better 
perform all that office againft ignorance, urigod-
linefsand popery without them, Sec. How could 
I expert regard when I preached againft the fins 
of others? Or with what face could I do i t ? When 
my fin mail be opened to me, muft I not wi th 
Or/gen after his fall, inftead-of preaching, {hut 
the book, and wcep,remembring PfaL 50. 16,17. 
and the dreadful third Commandment ; and 
tremble when I thought o f death and'judgment f 
For a fudas in Chrifts family finneth at a dearer 
rate than Grangers, and wil l quickly find his gain 
too hot to hold, and thofe that hired him to be 
woful Comforters, who wi l l turn him eff with a 
f fte thou to that. 1 

Obf Fewer words might ferve. 
Anf Novdum {at is dicitur, dum non fat is diftitur, 
Nec pai-cis dicendum eft, quod panels non dtfan* 

dum eft. 

---— 
I 



[ While I Jong wondered that I could not fee 
what fatisfied both all the Learned Convocation, 
and the Parliament, for the truth of the Rule.in the 
Liturgy to find out Eafter-day for ever, which is 
contrary to our Almanacks, and we muft all be 
filenced (and ruined for Preaching) unlefs we pro-
fefs that we Affmt to it, 1 met with no Confor-
mift that gave me any other fatisfacr.ion, than to 
refer me to Dr. Pells Book : And meeting him 
happily, I craved his information} and the grave, 
learned, honeft Doctor was fo far from making me 
a ConformiIt, -that he profeffed the paffage now is 
indefenfible.j 

I was lately aflauked with this, as the ftrongeft 
Argument for Conformity [Deliberate lying is no 
fin, but a duty when it doth no harm but a necejfary 
good; As by a Phyfician to fave his patient,or to fave 
a mans life much more jo fave fouls by preaching. 

Anfi This cafe requireth a longer anfwer than I 
have here room for : Briefly. i.God beft knoweth : 
who is wifeft and meeteft to Govern the world, 
for the good of all 5 and he forbids i t . 2. This 
principle believed would make all men untrufiy 
to each other, while every man would think he 
had reafon to lie, when his intereft required it 5 
a,nd untruftinefs overthroweth all humane polities, 
focietiesand converfe, and fo would do a thcufand 
fold more harm to Kings, Subjects and all, than 
the f jving of^ a- mans life would ccmpenfate. 
3. Its hvpocrifie to fin my felf that I may preach 
againft f,n in others, 4 The Church of God is 
againft- this doctrine,^ fathers;And the beft cafmfts 
have copioufly confuted it, though fome Jefuires 
are more lax, and ufe to ferve their intcreft by it. 

5. At 



At leaft,rnethinks that where Jefa'tes fyingiscry-
ed down, men mould not judge my fearing a lie, a 
crime that rendreth me intolerable in the Miniftry, 
and my preaching without it to defcrve a Gaol and 
utter ruine ; and the fame to neer 200^ othersjthe 
filencingof whom wil l one day prove no indifferent 
thing: And they that think i t harmlefs publickly, 
Minifterially upon deliberation to profefs a falf-
hood, may ihortly think it a duty to fwear i t : 
But I believe that God wi l l not hold that perfon, 
Church or Kingdom guiltlefs, which taketh his 
name in vain :fee Dr . Hammdnds Catechifm on the 
3. Commandment. 

V I N I S . 
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deader, 
<T**H E fmaller literary miftakes arc left to thy own in* 

I genuity,, thcgrpflererrours of thePrefs, thouarc 

dehred thus to correct. 

Epift. p.y. L 24. for urge J. argue, p. io. for prefixed r* 
affixedft.ii- I.4. for our, r. one,\.i+. r. A Chrijtiau, p. 32. 
1.1. for mollifie, r. nullifie, p.yo.l. 21. x.oncwiil^ p.53.1.20. 
r . communion, p.63.1.4. r. Pontici, p. 64.L3i.r- 1'heodojius^ 
p.73.1.'2<5.for there, x.then,$.8$.l.io.x. put not^. 97. ] . 25. 
r.formallyftS) tor aw acceptable, r. uncapablc, p. i©2.-
I.8.r.^^,p.H9.1.l.for confidcrmg, x. concernedin,^. 126. 
I.I3ix.faidtbey,X).128.1.6.forfufpenfion, x.fufpicion,p. 154.' 
l.y.for his,x.their,^.1^7.Li3-for 4«j\r.4w,p. 1551.1.16. oWe 
/W,p.160.I.3o.r. tbatTHIS is, p. 162.I.26. x.wemuil; p. 
187.I. jr. x.fame, I.1 o. wen?, p.203.1.25. x^tJale, p.205. 
from «v and 2o6,and 207. are all mifplaced, p.224. 
1. laft, for /warming, x. [wearing,^. 229.1.2l.r. 97. p. 238. 
for FIRE, r. PLAGtlE^p. 265.1. \ilrl wmldv^h+i&i 
about, x.above,y.i6^A.i^. for hoc,x.hos,t}.Z72.1.2.for /Zwf , 
r. the^.dele the, p. 286.1. y - f o r ^ r . ^ , p.288.1.28.for 
affureth,x.ajjerteth,^.l6i. 1.18.r.pleniltintum, p. 248. 1.8. 
forl66o,r. 1661.P.289.1.23.1-.dominat Ion, p. 298.1.2.1-., 

p, 3 3 3.I. penult, x.premifed. IViany more are left ro 
the! Readers ingenuity.' 
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3. Divine Confolations againft the tear 
of Death 3 By John Gerrard, Author of 
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4 ; Divine Love: Or The xpillingnefs of 
Jefus Chrifi tofave fmners 5 By K P, 

5. The Nonconformifls Plea for Feace: 
Or U4H Account of their Judgment; By 
R. Baxter. 
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to the Sober Enquiry, 
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