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Directions for weak Chriftians, to k
them from being Diividers, or Tréubler
’ of the Church., L
With fome Dire&ions to the Paftors, how to ¥y
deal with fuchyChﬁ‘{’(ian’s.
18 By Richard Baxter. o
L Job. 19, 2 1. Thar they all may be ones as thony Eather
artin me and Linthee : that they alfo may be one in
usythatthe world may kelieve that thot haft [ent me.|
22, 4nd the glory which thou gam/f me,1 have given
' them,  that they way be One, cven as we are One.| | o
23.1in thens,and thon in me, thas they way be made| } : ,'jf
Perfet in One 5 and that the world may know that 5 |
thou haft fens me , and haft Loved them, a4 thos
haff loved mse. :
Y Cor. x.¥0. Now I befeech you, breshren, by the name
of onr Lord Fefus Chrift, that yz all [peak the [ame
thing, and that there be no divifions among you * bm
that ye be perfeitly joyned tegether in'the fame msind.
and in the fame judgment, b
v Cor. 3. 3+ For ye are yer carnal = for whereas there
% amang y9% envying and [Frife and divifions, are ye
not carnal, and walk as men ?
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8 Zhe Authors L. Parpofe, 1. Reafons and
R Progrzoﬂick_s of this Book.

LY T is none of the bufinefs of this Book
& . Ao fingle out any one Party in the
¢ world,& 1o tell you by Application how far
- | they sre under the guilt of Schifm + I med-
! dle with the Ganfe, and leave each perfon to-
~ Make application to himfclf, It is SIM-_
' PLE CATHOLICK CHRISTIANI- |
. LY which I plead for , and the Zove and : \
| Unry and Concord which are its Lizaments l
| and Effential parts, And itisa SECT as
% aSECT; and2a FACTION as a faction,
& and not this or that Sei# or Faction, which I
detett and blame, Yet I doubt not buz as
In the fame City there are the wife and the
. Joolifb, the [oand and the fick, and inthe
. fame Army there are waliant men, and
| Cowards, foin the fame Chirches there
~ are Chriftians of various degrees of Wifdom,
Integrity and freagth : And all men fhould
- carneftly delire tobe of the wifeft, the Ho-
 lieffand the moft fraisful forry and not gf :
: ol TR R
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the more erroneons , impure , or feandalows |
and unprofitable. And if the fick will make' :
themfelves a Parry, and call the found , the
Aawverfe Party, I will endeavour to be one
of a Party in that fenfe 5 and to abey God as |
exadtly as Iamable, and to werfbip him as [§
fpirituafly and holily as 1 can, and to Love |

him“with all my' <asind, and Heart; and |
Sirength, and lament that I can reach no ;,,
higher , and do no more : And if any }vxll [
call this by the name of Herefie or Schifm, |
they fhall fee that I can avoid Herefieand |
Schifm at as dear a rate, as enduring the f
Name and Impuration of that which T |
avoid. Itis not the Name of a Schifmatick !
that T am writing againft, but the Zhing, by |
whatever Name itiscalled. IrisUNIT Y,

LOVE and PEACE which I am pleading
for: Anditis DIVISIONS, HATRED &

and CONTENTION which I plead |

againft : And it is the Hypocrifie of men
which I dete&, who betray Love, Unity and
Peace by a Fudas kifs 5 and will nor, or dare
not openly renounce them, and defie theny, §
but kill them with diffembling kindnefs: [
who cry them np , while they tread them |
down and follow peace with all men, thac
are not of their party, asthe Dog followeth |¢
the Hare, to tear it in pieces and deftroy
it : Who fight for LOVE. by makingh o |,

thers |/




¥ thersfeem odious and anlovely; By evil fur-
¢ mifings, proud under valuing the worth of
¢ others, bufie and groundlefs ‘cenfuring of
men, whofe cafe they know not ; aggravat-
ing frailties 5 ftigmatizing the perfons , the
# actions, the worfhip and religious perfor-
i mances of diffenters, with fuch odious ter-
¢ rible names, and Charalers, as their pride
@ and facttion do fuggefts And all this to
i fréngthen the intereft of their fide and

party, and to make themfelves and their
@ confenters to feem Wife and Good, by mak-
¢ g others feem foolsfh and bad : Though
| they thereby proclaim themfelves, to be {o
% much the worft, by how much they are
| moft void of Lowe, They are all for (on-
[y cord, but it is only on their narrow factious
§ termss T hey are for Peaces but it is not
. of the whole fEreet, but of their houfe alone 5
d or not of the whole cisy, but of their fireet

f alone s or not of the whole Kimgdoms , but

¢ of their ciryalone. O whata blefled thing
e were peace, if all would derive it from zhesr
y Wills, and terminate ic in their zarereff 3 and
¢ they mightbe the Cemter of Unity to the
g world! thatis, that they might be Gods or
Chrif}s! fuch excellent Architects are they
b that they can build Chrifts houfe by pulling

‘  -geons, that they will heal Chyifts body by

it in piecess and fuch excellent Chirur-

A 3  {eparating
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feparating the members , and can make as |
many Bedies as there are feparated parts.
+ 2, Norisitany or much of the bufinefs

« of this book, to peak to thofe that [ think
are deeplieft guilty of the Schilms of the
Chriftian world : "For they are out of hear=
ing.and will not read or regard my writings,

At is the Romun Head and Center of Uaity
which hath doge moft to divide the
Church. And ir s the contending of
Rome and Confantinople for the Supremacy
which hath made the greateft Schifms that
the Chriftian world hath known : And the
Regiment of fuch Lords muft be anfwerable |
to their Pewer, and Greatnefs ; and the fim-
ple terms of Chritian Unity left us by |
Chrift and his Apoftles;mut be turned into

a Religion large as ‘the Decrees of all the |

: ‘ Councels, and (fay halfof them) and the |
e Popes Decretalsalio, * And that there may
P be no way out of this wildernefs 5 but the |
Confelfors prefent will, you muft not in all t
, thefe fo mach ag diftinguith- funda |
from the reft s bae
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lhar: is‘;; The taith which s neceflary to

Salvation (materially o objettively ) isas |

| Yarous as the number of perfons “in the
E, 7101ld 5 To one miore is neceffary , to ano-

| 5 : L3
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4 ther lefs, tofome none at all of the: Ghri-
ftian faich ), And you muft fuppofe that the
Prieftis well acquainted with the internal -

jf capacity of every mans Soul , and; with all
the inftrucions , opportunities , and fug-

W geftions of kis whole life, and can tell what
meafure of belief he hath , and whether it
be proportionable to his helpss and focan’
tell him whether he be capable of  Salva-
tion, . though -neither  Pope nor Councel

g% Dave -given any Standard by which to
¥ Judge.  And though o maa canbeaffured
o of his own Salvation; and though another
#8 an could not be {aved by the faith that

Mfaveth fim., So muchare we miftaken to

. think that it is the Pope that hath the Keys
- of Heaven, when igis every Prieft ; who is

i* the onely judge of the meafures of the per-
W fons faith, Thefe new made multiplyed

# Articles of Religion, thefe Additions to =
i Chriftianity, this proud Church-tyrannys
¥ I doubt notis the great caufe of Schifm in
# the world : And when I have had oppor= .
#, tunity to write againft it, I have born my
_tcf.ltmony againft it as is yet legible.  But
0" ttisnot that forc of men that 1 am here
“ moft tofpeak to : but to them thar profels
£ tobemore teachable and willing to know
theﬂ'll{h. ; B}
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‘3. And yet T add though this Book be
written principally to fave the darker {ort of |
honeft Chriftians, from the fin and mifery |
of Church divifions , I write it not princi-
pally for themtoread's For I know their |
Prejudice, weaknefs and incapac_ity » after- B
mentioned : But I write it to remember |

# the Teachers of the Churches , what prin- |
ciples they have to Preach and ftrengthen, |
and what principles fo confute and ‘tode- |
froy, if ever they mean to fave the peo-
ple from this ftate of fin, and the Charches
from the {ad effe@s. And if Minifters neg-
le@ the faithtul difcharge of fo great and |
neceffary aduty, let them remember thag |
they were warned , if they find themfelves |
overwhelmed in the ruines, e

I, 'The Reafons moving me to this work
are thefe, b RIS $11s

* Firlt, Tz is my calling to help to fave '
people from their fins 5 and Church divi- |
fionisa heapof fins, ~~ ~* iE
2. The more T love them that I hope are |
tender Confcienced, and dare not fin, when
they are convinced of it the more Tam |
bound to endeavour their conviction ; re- b
membring who hath faid, 7' how (balt nox hate |
shy Brother in thy hears, thos [balt i any wife
rebuke thy Neighbonr 5 and nos [uffer fin wpon

na
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3. LOVE isnot an appurtenance of my -

Religion, but my Religion it felf. God %
Love, and e that dwelleth in Lowe 5 Awelleth
1 God s and Godinhim : (who can {peak a
higher word of any thing in all the world ? )
ove is the end of faith, and faith is but the
Bellows to kindle Love : Love is the ful-
filling of all the Law; the end of the Gof-
Pel 5 the nature and mark of Chrifts Difci-
ples s the divine nature; thefum of holi-
nefs to the Lord 5 the proper note by which
toknow , whatis the man, and what his
At€,, and how far any of his other - aéts are
acceptable unto God': without which if we
had a}l knowledge and belief , all gifts of
utterance and higheft profeffion, we were
but as founding Brafs, and as 2 tinkling
Cymbal. Andif all our goods were given
to the poor, and our bodies to the fire , it
would profit nothing. Love is our foretaft
of Heaven , and the perfe@ion of it is Hea-
venitfelf, eventhe ftate and work of An-
gels and of Saines in glory. And hethatis
angry with me, for calling mento Love, is
angry for calling them to Holinefs, to God,
and Heaven, Holinefs which is againft Love
is acontradiion : It is a deceitful Name,
which Satan putteth upon umholinefs. All
Chaprch principles which are againft Uni-
verfal Love, are againft God, and galtneﬁ&
s e e an

i
-

—



and the Churches /ife. And he thatfaith,

he loveth God, and hateth his Brotheris 2
Lyar. Tobe holy withoat Love, is to fee
without light, to live without /ife, He that

{aid; The wifdom from above is firf pure,then

peaceable; gentle, &c.. did no more dream of
féparating them, then of dividing the head

ot & man from his bears, to fave his life:

Fam. 3. 19. Norno more than he that {aid,
Follow. Peace with all men y and Holinefs:
Heb. 12,84, Noneceffity can juftifie {uch

- adivifion: Holinefs and Leveto God, are

but two names forone thing, « Lewve jo 66d
and to man, are like Sod and Body, thatare
feparated no way but by death. Lsveand

' Pewdélmeﬁ, differ but as Reafon and Res-

foning : Love may be without Paffive Peace
(from others tous,) but never without 4-

éHiwe Peacé (from us to others.) -

. 4.1 have had fo great opportunity in my

' tinie, to fee the working of the myfterie of

iniquity, againft Chriftian Love, and to fee
in-what manner Chirifts Houfe and King-
dome is edified: by diviftons, that.if I be
igriorant after fuch{ad experience, I muft

-be, uttetly unéxcufable ; and.of-a feared

Confcience, and.a heart that feemeth har-
deéned to pérdition. God knoweth how

hatdly/fin is known in its fecret Toot, till
_‘menhave tafted the bitternefs of the fruic:
e e ]‘li}ex_eﬁor”g
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Therefore he hath permitted the two Ex-
sreams to fhew themfelves openly to the
world inthe effeéts : And ore muft be net=
ed and hated and avoided , as well as the
other, 1 thought once that all that talk =
againft Schifm and Seéts, did bue vent their
malice againft the beft Chriftians , under
thofe names : But fince then I have feen
what Love-killing principles have done!
I have long ftood by while Churches have
been divided, and {ub.divided ; one Con-
gregation of the divifion labouring to make
the other contemptible and odions; and
this called, the Preaching of truth, and the
purer worlbiping of God : I have feen this
grow up to the height of Ranters in horrid

‘Bla{phemies, and then of Quakers , in dif-

dainfal pride and furlinefs 5 and' into the
way of Scekers, that were to feek for a
Miniftry, a Church, a Scripture , and con-
fequently a Chrift. J have many atime
heard it break out into more horrid revil-
ings of the beft Miniftry and Godlieft peo-
ple, than ever I heard from the mofk
malignant Drunkard : I have lived to fee
1t put to the Queftion in that which they
called, the Zitle Parliament , whether all

~the Minifters of the Parifhes of England

fhould be put downatonce. When Zove
was firlt killed in theig own breafts, e
Ry , g ame

=3
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fame principles, which [ here dete&, Ihave -

“feen how confidently the killing of the

King , the Rebellious demolithing of the
Government of the Land, the killing of
many Thoufands of their Brethren, the

~ waraings and overturnings of all kinds of

Rulé, even that which they themfelves fet

~ up, have been commitied, and juftified,

angd prophanely fathered upon God. Thefe -
with much more fuch fruits of Love- killing
principles, and divifions I have feen. And
I have feen what fierce, cenferious, proud,
unchriftian tempegs they have caufed or
fignified ; Inaword, I have long feen that
envions wifdom (whatever it pretend) 4 nos

from above, but is earthily (enfual and devilifh s

and that where envy and firife is upon pre-
tence of Religious precedency of wifdom
there is confufion and cvery evilwork, Jam. 3.
15, 16, Andif after fo long, fo fad, {o no-
torious experience , you would have me
fill o be tender of the brood of Hell , T
mean thefe Zove-deftroying wayess and to
fhew any countenance to that which really
hath doneall this, you would have me as
blind as the Sedemsstes , and as_obdurate as

 Pharaohand his Egyptians , and uteerly re-

folved never tolearn the will of God, or
to regard cither good or evil in the .
world, i s

5, The
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5. The fame fins are continued in with-
out repentance, The fame pride and igne-
rance is ftill keeping open our divifions :

And if after fuch warnings , as the world

fcarce ever had the like, we fhall be ftill ime
penitent 5 if we thall fin our felves into faf- |
fering, and fin in our fuffering as we did i
before, even thevery fame fin of Divifisns
which brought us to it; how heinous is
our Crime, and how dreadful the Progno-
ftick of our greater ruine 5 And how guily
are thofe Minifters of the blood of Souls,
that will not tell men of the fin and dan-
ger,

6. L know that: Dividing Principles and
Difpofitions, do tend directly to the ruine
and damnation of thofe in whom they do
prevail. That which killeth Zove | killeth
all grace and holinefs , and killeth Souls':
That which quencheth Love, quencheth
the Spirit (a thoufand fold more then the
reftratning of our gifts of utterance doth:})
That which banitheth Loves baniftheth
God. That which is againft ZLowe is againft
the defigy of Chrift in our Redemption
and therefore may well be called Anti-
chriftian : And if the Roman Kingdens (fot -
foic is rather to be called than  Church)
had not fuch Meral marks of Antichriftia
nity, (which Dr, More hath notably opened

in L



in his My fterie of:iniquity 5 ) If they were
notthe Engineers far the pivifion of the

| Chriftianworld ; by a falfe Center , and by
. impoffible termsof Unity , and by thz en-
: . gine of tearing dividing impofitions 3 If a-
/ mong them ‘were not found the blood of
the Saints and the Martyrs of Jefus; 1
thould in charity; fear to fufped themof
Antichriftianity.; . notwith@anding  all the
Prophetical paffages which {eem otherwife

* to‘point them ‘oucs becaufe I thould fill
fu(pect my underftanding of thofe Prophe-
eies, when the Law of Loving my neighbeur
L a my felf, splaintoall., - . - .
f frThey ate.dangeroufly ‘miftaken that
think that Satanhath but one way to mens

f damnation.. .There are as many wayesto
? Hell, as there be to the extinguifhing of
| Love. Andall tendeth unto this 5 which
+ tendeth to hide or deny the Loveline[s;
“that s, the Goodne[ss of them whom I muft
Love : much more that which reprefent-
eth them as odiows. - * And there are many

' pretenfesand. wayes to ‘make my Neigh-
bour feem unlovely to me : ©ng dothiras
effe®ually by unjuft or unproved accufa-
% tions of ungedlinefs y or {aying , Their wor-
thip is Antichriftian, formal , ridiculous ,

.z vain 5 as another doth by unjuft and un-
i provedacoufasions of Schifin, Dilobedience




or Sedition.. And they 'thit love ‘Goali-
nefs, may be tempted to caft off their love
of their Neighbours ;> yea of the ‘truly
Godly , when they once believe that they
are ungodly, - And the white Devilis a
Love-killer as well as the black. Heis as
mortal an enemy to Love, wha backbitech

another; and faith, heis Prophane ;-orhe °

15an empty formalift, or he is-a Jukewarm
temporizing complying manpleafer] as he
that faith [He is a pievith fa&ious Hypos
crite. } Tam {urehe was no Malignant, nor
intended to gird ar Godlinefs, nor to grieve

' 800d men, .who told us. that it is Satans

way to transform himfelf into. an Angel of
Light (that is, one thar- pretendeth ‘to
make higher motions for Light and for Re-
ligious ftrictnefs; than Chrift himfelf doths)
and that his Minifters are fent forth by him
as: Miniflers of Righteoufnefs , 2 Cor, w1
14,15, 16. who will feem more Righteous,
than the Preachers of truth, + Satan will
pretend to any fore of ftrictnefs , by which
he can bugmortifie Love.  If you can de-
vife .any.% ftriétnefs of opinions , or ex-
actnefs in Church orders , or ftrictnefs in
worlhip; as will but help-to kil mens love,
and fec the Churches ia divifions; Satun
will be your helper, and will be the ftricteft
and exacteft of you all : He will reprove

oy T "7 W Chrift
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Chrift as a Sabbath breaker, and as a glut-

" tonous perfon, and a Wine-bibber , anda
friend (or Companion) of Publicans and
Sinners, and as am enemy to Cefar o0,
We are not altogether dgnorant of his wiles,
as young unexperienced Chriftians are,
You think when a wrathful eavious heat is
kindled inyou againft menfor their faults,
that it is certainly a zeal of Gods exciting -
Butr mark whether ic have not more wrath
than Love init : and whether it tend not
more to dffgrace “your brother than to' care
him, or to make parties and divifions , than
to heal them : Ititbe fo, if St. Fames be
not deceived , you are deceived as to the
author of your zeal , Fam, 3,15, 16. and
it hath 2 worfe Original than you fufpe&.
It is one of the greateft reafons which mak-

, ethme hate Romifh Church tyranny, and
" Religious cruelties againft diffenters, be-
caufe as they come from want of Love, fo I
am {ure that they tend to deftroy the Love
of thofe on whom they are inflisted, and to
do morehurt to their Souls than to' their
~ Bodies.  The Devil is not {fo f#a‘n An-.
gler as to filh with the bare Hook; ‘nor (uch
a Fool as when he would damn men, toin-
treat them openly to be damned 5 nor
when he would kill mens Love, to intreat
them plainly, not to Love but hate their
Baas e asighbours ¢

e



neighbours:  But he doth it by making you
believe that there is juft and neceflary caufe

. you fhiould - be lukewarm in the caufe of
- God; of truth | of Godlinefs ; if youdid
. notdoit: thac fo you may go on without
. fcruple, and do foagain, and not repent.
Even they thar killed Chrifts Apoftles,did
. 1t as a duty ; and a parc of the fervice of
- God, Foh.16.3, And Paul himfelf did

 things which he did; againft the Name and

- Caufe and Servants of Jefus, 4. 26..9.
~ Andas hedid, fo he was doneby ; andas
- he meafured to others, it was meafired to
 himagainy For they that bound themfelves
- nan 0ath 10 kill him did deeply intereffe
God and Confcience in the cruelty.  Butbe-
lieve it, it is Apoftacy to fall from Love ¢
your fouls dye , when Love dyeth, The
Opinions, the Church Principlesy the fide-
Ings, the Pradifes; which deftroy your:
love, deftroy vour graces and your foulse
~ Youdye while you have aname to five;and -
~ think that ygu grow apace in Religion,
 Therefore better underftand the Tempter -
and when backbiters are deriding or vilify=

- Ing your neighbours; take it to fignific in
Plain Englith: fI pray youlove not thefe
men, byt hate them.} And I bave told:
= b .

—

forit 3 and that it is your-duty ; and thac.

. once think werily that he ought 10 do many -

r———



e

;&iin this Treatife.,  that when one faith
,, unjuftly [Kéll shem, banifh thew | and ano-

ther (aith [ Have noommunion withthem ],

it is too often the fame inward aftetion

which both exprefs, butin various wayes :

They are agseed in the aflumption, that
< their neighbour is unlovely, _

" And when Love is dead,and yet Religion: ~ |
feemeth to furvive and 1o be increafed by
it, it is lamentable to think what a dege-
nerate , fcandalous s, hypocritical Religion,
that will be, and how odious and difho-.
nourable to God. To preach without
Love, and to hear withont Love, and to
pray without Love , and to communicate
withont Love, to any that differ from your
‘Se&,, O whataloathfeme Sacrifice is it, to:
the God of Love? If we muft leave our
guitt at the Alear, till we arereconciled tor
one offended brother,, what a gift. is theirs,
who are unreccnciled to almoft all. the
Churches of Chrift? or to multitudes of
their Brethren,becaufe they are not of theig

way ¢ yea, that :mzke their: Communion,
the very badge and means of their uncha-
sitablenefs and divifions # Sirs, thefe are not
" matters of indifferency, nor to beindulged
! By any faithful Paftor of the Church.
v "=, And I know that thefe principles are
¢ as mortal to the €hurches; as they are Itov
’ ' ' Sonlse




Seuls, ~ And thatif ever the Churches have
Peace; prolperity or healing, it muft be by
) the means of Love and Concord , and by de-
g8 ftroying the principles which would deftroy

them, One thinketh that it muft be by a
. Spanifh Inquifition, and by forcing or kill-

Ing the diflenters;; And another thinketh
It muft be by Excommunicating them all,

€ OWn party feem thereby to be bezter than
o# theirs, Bucl ksow thatic muft be by re-
g0 Vived Love ; or it will never be. I kniw ity
g8 and whoever isangty with me for it » I can-
not choofe but know it, When the Papifts

ad murdered fo many bundred thoufands
‘of the 4lbigenfes and Waldenfes, who would
have thought, but they had done their

g Murdered 300c0 or 40000, and difpatche
g9 the Leaders of the Proteftam party, who
¢ Would have thought that they had but
firengthened them ¢ When the Duke
§ D’ Alva had done fo much to drown the
Belgick Proteftants in blood s he little
thought thathe was bue forutying them,
Queen Maries Bithops litele thoughe that
their Englith Bonfires ivere bure to light
- mento fee the mifchief of their canfe s and
» like the firing of a Beacon to call all the
Land to take them for the Enemies of man-

(i

§ and making them odious, and making their

S worke When the Frei Maffacre had

B2 kind
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kind ; and that the cafe would have beerr
fo quickly altered. When the Irith had
murdered two hundred thoufand, they lit-
tle thought that they had bur excited the
Survivers to aterrible revenge. I will come
no nearer, but you may eafily do it your
{elves. If we bite and devowr ene anesther,
, we [ball be devoured one of ansther, Gal, 5.15.
g‘ ~ Thequeftionis, but who fhall be devonred
' 7 fiff, and who referved for the fecond
( courfe. If anyman have an ear to hear let
p bim hear : He that leadeth into captivity [hall
g0 inte captivity : He that killeth with the
Sword, muft be killed with the Sword : Here
# the Patzence and Faith of the Saimts,
: Rev. 13. 9. 10. God Ruleth the world
j ftill when he worketh not miracles ! Have
i we not feen a proucd Vicorious Army dif-
: folved withouta drop of blood ¢ and have
~ we not feen that God approveth not of
proud felf-exaltation, and vielating the
Sacred power of our Governours, and
; ufurping their places of Authority : Hath.
P ot the drunken world had yet experience
" cnough to teach them, that the Church of
God isnot to be buile wp or repaired, by
their tumultuous quarrellings and frayes,
How long Lord, muft thy Church'and
Cufe, be in the hands of unexperienced
turious fools, who know not what Holinefs

b , or f
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ot Healing is, but think that viGory over
imens Bodies, muft be the cure of their

g Souls, and that hurting them is the way to
| -win their Love / or that 2 Church is con=
dtituted of Bodies alone while Souls are ab-

fent, or no pares! who will make them-

ol {elves the Rulers of thy Flock in defpite

j# ©: thee and of thy Caule and Servants,

without thy call or approbation , and think

yl hat the work of a Soldier, is the work of 2

¥ Fatherand a Phyfician! whofe cures are all
J# Oy ampuration 5 and whofe piety confift-

ull <thin flying from each other , and efteem-

" ing and ufing their Brethren as their foes 5 .

e Who fcatrer thy flocks onall the mountains,

gh When Chuift hach prayed that they may all

oo one: : :

- Perhaps, Reader, thou art one of them
“that thinketh, that the fettlement and

d happinefs of the Church , muftbe won like

2 game at foot-ball; and cherefore fcrupleft
Dot te tofsit in the dirt, and tumultu-
oufly to ftrive with and firike up the heels
of all that are againft thee, (fo that peace-
able paficngers cannot fafely come near your
game or pafs the fireets.) But when you
have got the Ball,have you done the work?
Are you ftill fo ignorant asnot to know,
how uncertain ftill yon are tokeep it, and
that one fpurn can take it from yous And

' - fuppofe




- fuppofe you could {ecure all your con-
quefts, are the Churches healed ever the
more? Mens hearts maft be conquered be= ¥

/ fore thishealing work isdone, And there-

- forethe Apoftle {aith that we are more than
Congueronrs, when we are killed all the day
leng and accountea as Sheep to the [langhter,
Rom, 8. 34, 35. that s, it is more gainand
honour to our felves , to fuffer in faithand

. Ppatience by our enemies , thamto conquer
them in the field; Anditis more profita-
ble al(o unto them, and tendeth toa more
defirable conqueft of them : Becaufe when
Conquerors do but exafperate them; and
if we hurt their bodies, we harden them the
more againft our caufe, and againft the
means of their own Salvation, our patient
Martyrdom and {uffering by them, may
tend at laftto open their eyes, and turn
their hearts, and fave their fouls , by thew-
ing them the Truth , the Goodnefs and the |
Power of Chrilt, and of his Word and Spi.
rit,  This is the meaning of being more
than Conquerours, The I77(h are conquered
by us, but not converted : The S¢ats and
Englifh were conquered by Cromwel, bug
their searts were notconquered , nor their
Religion changed by him, They that think
that if they could get and keep the upper
ground , and have Diflenters bogies énd
‘ : : cltats




eftates atcheir will, they could foon fectle

the Church in Unity and Concord , do telk -

all the world, how ignoraat they are of the
. mature of Chriftianity, and -of the fear of

Wy God, and of the means of the peace and Con-

¢ord of the Church : Either yos would give
WP your ows judgments and Confiiences, of
Praétice your {clves to the will .of men , if
yOu were . in their power, or nor, If yos

- wonld sot, why fhorld you think that others

- will? Ifyou would, you do but tell the

¢ World; that. you arc’ Atheifts , and have

aeither 2°God,. nor Confcience , nor Reli-
glon, But itis notevidenge enough of your
tolly, tofayinyour heartsthere 1s no God,
- and ro fear them that can but kill the body,
.4 morethan Him that can punifly both body

- and foulin hell; but you; muft alio fhew

that-you know neither .God nor Man, by .

thioking that all others are Atheifts alfo,
and judging of them by your felves ; as if
they fec their Sou/s and their everlifting
hopes, ar as bafe a price asyou do youss.

o 1 cell you again thar a Bartel or a Foot-ball

% skuffle will not fettle, the difcompofed and
% divided Churches ; unlefs you think that
2 heap of Carkaffes flainin the field, pof-
{efs the quietnefs, and concord which you

# defire: The Seulis the man , and Loveis

the Chriftian Life, and the true Cemenraf
B4 the

N .
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- the Churches unity 5 And Love imaft czafe’

Love', as fire 'canleth fire; ‘And hurtful
wrath doth moft powerfully quench it ‘and
lj’a_‘th thefe fifreen hundred yedrs, (bt efpé~
cially thefe “thirtecn “hundred'y been the

, wolvifh Scatterer of the ‘fioelks ‘of ' Chrift s

/7

And muft chit b o the wey 10 bl ¢
which hath o long been the way to pull it

‘down. Itis Zove that muft bé oir UInions

and Love that muft’ caufe ic or we fhall
never have” the “Union “of" 4 Chriftian
Church.” By this'‘fhall all men know' that
you are Chrifts-Difciples, if you have Love
one to another: Ifyou believe rot this;pre=
tend not to believe in Jelus Chrift, who
doth affieiy 182 7110 A8 1607 (rods ISty bus
"1 confefs I'am fo far guilty of fuper fition
my felf, that"it*I had been’‘cne of the
Changers of ‘out ancient Government'; T
fhould have beén fomewhat the'more back>
ward for his Name [ake to the beheading of

" Chriffopher Love, left it fhould be' anzill

omen both to Church and State s but efpe-
cially to the A dors of ir, - <eas b0 o0
"8, Anotherof the Motives of this Dif-
courfe is , becaufe 1 knowthat times of
moft temptation’, are times of greateft
danger, and commonly of greateft fin,
And ll faithful Paftors muft know what
aig the fpecial Temptations of the T im§
.l i x 3 ; an
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and Place which:they live in. ‘When had
we ever greater Temptations to-Love-kill-
ing principles and practices than now , €x-

~ ceptin the times of the miferable Wars'?

I need ‘not name them to you. The harder

itis'for men’to-Liove them that hate them, = :

that  cenfute’ them umjuftly , that revile
them, and reproach them, and make them
odious; - or that hare them, the more caufe
have:Minifters and-all Chriftidns to f{er a
double watchupon their Love; Left before
thiey are aware ,-a! flaming-and confuming
zeal, do'tell others that they know not what
man#or of Spirit they are of, Luk. 9. 55
“9% Yea 1t-is;not only a'time of great
Tempration to this-fin,but of commzon guilt :
They are malticudes that are overtaken al-
ready: with this:fin, Is not the Land ina-
continual beart war 2. Are there: not parties
againf parties;  and caufe againtt canfe, and
heart-rifings ,>and - paffions, and cenfurings
of Diflenters, to fay no worle ¢ Andis it
not time to- bring water when we fee the
ﬂa‘mes? FTESL VRN ¢ e ’
10, AndT perceive few know fo heinous
a fintobeany fin ar 44 5 But all fa&tions and
parties are ftull juifying their Love-killing =
wayes, and reproaching thofe whom they
have wrongeds Asif whenthey have fin-
fully withdrawn their Love from them, 1t
57 were
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