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T H E 

C U R E 
O F 

C l i u r c h - d i v i f i o n 

Di re&ions fo r weak Christians, ro k i 
them from being Dividers, or Troubled 

of the Church. 
With fome Directions to thePaftors, hoW to 

_ deal with fuch Chnftians. 
By Richard Baxter* 

J°b. 17 .21 . That they all may be one, aj thou, Father 
art in me and / in thee : that they alfomay he &ne in 
us, that the World may believe thxt thou haft fent me. 
•**"dnd the glory which thougaveft me,l have given 
them,, that they may be One, even as we are "One. 
23./ in themtand thou in me, that they may be made 
Perfect in One ; and that the world may know that 
thou haft fent me, and haft Loved them, as the* 
haft loved me. 

1 Cor. 1. t o . Now Ibefeechyou, brethrentbythe name 
of our Lord Jefut Chrift, that ye *llfya\ the fame 
thing, and that there be no divifions among you ' but 
that ye Be }erfeUly joyned together in the fame mind* 
and in the fame judgment. 

T Cor. 3.3. Fur ye are yet carnal: for whereas there 
is among you envying and ftrife and diviftons, are ye 
not carnal, and wal^ as men ? 

London, Printed for 7(evit syymons at the three Crowo: 
over againft Ertbwn-Conduh, 16 70. 



7he Authors l.Purpfefl.Reafons and 

I I L Prognojiicks of this Book* 

IT is none o f the bufinefs o f this Book 
to fingle ou t any one Party in the 

; p r l d 5 & to t e l l you by Appl icat ion how far 
hey are under the gu i l t o f Schi fm .• i med

dle w i t h the Gaufey and leave each perfon to 
make application to h imfel f . I t is S l M - _ 
P L E C A T H O L I C K C H R I S T I A N I 
T Y which I plead fo r 5 snd the Love and 
Unity and Concord which are its Ligamenr.s 
and Ef lent ia l parts. A n d i t is a S E C T as 
a S E C T 3 and a F A C T I O N as a fac t ion , 
and not this or that Sect or Faction, which I 
detect and blame. Y e t I doubt not bu t as 
i n the fame C i t y there are the wife and the 
fooli[h, the found and the fick, and in the 
fame A r m y there are valiant m e n , and 
Cowards , f o i n the fame Churches there 
are Chrif t ians of various degrees o f Wijdcm, 
Integrity and (Irengtb: A n d al l men m o u l d 
earneftly defire to be o f the m[ejl9 the Ho-
lieft and the m o f t fruitful f o r t , and not o f 
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the more erroneous , impure, or [candaleus 
and unprofitable. A n d i f the fick w i l l make 
therafelves a Party, and call the found, the' 
Aavsrfe Party, I w i l l endeavour t o be one 
o f a P 4 r y i n t h a t f e n f e 5 and to 0 % God as 
cxa&ly as I am able, and to mrjbip h i m as 
fpirituaSy and /fo/z/j as I can, and to Love 
h im w i t h all m y c j w / W , and Hearty and 
Strength^ anjd lament that I can reach no 
higher , and do no more : A n d i f any w i l l 
call this by the name of Herefie or Sch i fm, 
they (hall fee that I can avoid Herefie and H 
Schifm at as dear a rate , as enduring the M 
Name and Imputa t ion o f that which I \% 
avoid . I t i s n o t t h e N a m e o f a S c h i f m a t i c k \ 
that I am wri t ing againft, bu t the Thing, b y \ 
whatever Name k is called. I t is U N I T Y , S 
L O V E and P E A C E which I am pleading N 
f o r : A n d i t is D I V I S I O N S , H A T R E D \ 
and C O N T E N T I O N which I plead \ 
againft r A n d i t is the Hypocrifie of men \ 
which I detect, who betray Love, Unity and \ 
Peace by a fudas kifs 5 and w i l l nor, or dare 
not openly renounce them, and defie t hem, S 
but k i l l them w i t h diffembling kindnefs- ^ 
who cry them up , while they tread them ^ 
down and follow peace w i t h al l m e n , that S 
a u e , S C 0 f t h c i r ^ ' a s t h e D o g f o l l o w e t h % 
the H a r e , t o tear i t in pieces and def t roy \ 
it : W h o fight for L O V E by making c - 11 i 

thers ! i 

1 



• . t ; 
m - — - — • • • 
4 thers feem odious and unlovely 5 By evi l f u r -
p miGngs, proud under valuing the wor th o f 
jjit others, b u f e and groundless centering o f » 
pe men, whofe cafe they know not 5 aggravat-
3$ ing frailties 5 ftigmatizing the perfons, the 
f anions, the wor ih ip and religious perfor-
4 mances of diffenters , w i t h f u c h odious ter-
jid rible names, and Characters, as their .pride 
00 and faction do fuggef t - 5 A n d al l this t o 
fjjl ftrengthen the intereft o f their fide and 
fl> party, and t o make themfelves and their 
tfl confenters to feem fVije and Good, by niak-
\fi i«g others feem feeltjh and bad : T h o u g h 
\ they thereby proclaim thcmfelves ; t o be f o 

$ much the w o r f t , by how much they are 
# fiJoft vo id o f Love. T h e y are all f o r C on
ly cordy but i t is only on their narrow factious 
i j terms 5 T hey are fo r Peace5 bu t i t is not 
9. o f the whole ftreet, & i t of their houfe alone 5 

d or not o f the whole City, but o f their ftreet 
:fi alone 5 or not o f fhe whole Kingdom, b u t 
\i o f their City alone. O what a blefled th ing 
:t were ^ 4 < Y , i f a l l wou ld derive i t f r o m their 
% Wills, and terminate i t in their intereft s and 
5 : they migh t be the Center o f Unity t o the 
H w o r l d ! that is, tha t they might be gods or 
it Chriftsl fuch excellent Architects are they 
h tha t they can bu i ld C h r i f t s houfe by pul l ing 
y i t in pieces 5 and f u c h excellent C h i r u r -
r § e o n s , that they w i l l heal Chr i f t s body b y 
rs A 3 feparating 
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~ : •—- — — • • 
leparaung the members , and can make as M 
many Bodies as there are feparated parts. \ 

2 . N o r is i t any or much o f the bufinefs [ I 
o f this book, to ipeak to thofe that I think m 

arc dcepheft gu i l ty o f the Schifms of the 
Cnnf t i au w o r l d : For they are out ot hear-
ing,and w i l l not read or regard my writings, rm 
a t is the Roman Head and Center o f U n i t y I 
wmch hath done m o f t t o divide t h e f t 
Church . A n d i t is the contending o f • 
&Gme and Con(tawxeple f o r the Supremacy • 
wnich hath made the greateft Schifms that I 
tne Chr i f t ian wor ld hath known ; A n d the I 
Regtmem o f f u c h Lords muf t be anfwerable I 
t o their Tower, and Greatnefs; and the fim- I 
& Z * m l u° f G h r i f t ^ U n i t y l e f t us by J 
C h n f t and his A p o f t l e ^ m u f t be turned into • 
a Religion large as the Decrees of a l l the I 
Councelsj and (lay half of them) and the | I 
Popes Decretals a l io . A n d that there may I 
be no way out of this wildernefs , but the I 

t t t t m t r « * in all 1 
£ f T V § d

r

l i l l n ^ fundamentalsI 

S r J % S a v m ^ each mans oppor- j l 

wac is3 The fa i th which is neceffary t o i l 
Salvation (mater ia l ly or o b i e & i v e l y ) is as 6 
various as t h e ^ o f ^ O « » | 

| o r l # 5 T o one more js-neceffary, r o a n o - l i 
- " r iher 1 



ther le fs , t o fome none .at a l l o f the G h r i -
$t ftian f a i t h ; . A n d y o u m u f t fuppofc that the 
j f r j P r ie f t is w e l l acquainted w i t h the internal -
\W capacity o f every mans S o u l , and w i t h al l 
jtliij the i n f t r u & i o n s , oppor tun i t i es , and i u g -
0 [ f l geftions o f his whole l i f e , and can te l l what 
f j / meafure o f belief he h a t h , and w i t h e r i t 

be proportionable t o his helps $ and l b can 
flfljjj t e l l h im whether he be capable o f .Sa iva -
? t j tion, though neither Pope nor Ccunce l 
% \ ^ a v e given any Standard by wh ich t o 

judge . A n d though ; io man can be allured 
$ o f his own Salvation 5 and though another 

\v. maneourd not be faved by the fa i th that 
:w feyeth him. So much are we mif taken t o 

t h i n k that i t is the Pope that bath the Keys 
; ™ o f Heaven, when ic is every Pr ie f t 5 who is 

t n e o n e l y j adgeo f the meafures o f the per* 
! v fons f a i t h . Thefe new made m u l t i p l y e d 
$ Ar t ic les o f R e l i g i o n , thefe Add i t i ons t o ^ 

tfjj C h r i f t i a n i t y , this proud Church- tyranny, 
A I doubt not is the great caufe o f Schi fm in 

K the w o r l d ; A n d when I have had oppor-
w, t u n i t y t o w r i t e againft i t , I have born m y 
W testimony againft i t , as is ye t legible . Bu t 
$ f t is not that f o r t o f men that I am here 
1*\ m o f t to fpeak to : bu t t o them that profefs 
* t o be more teachable and w i l l i n g t o k n o w 
t t f l e t r u t h . 

A 4 3 . A n d id 



3. A n d yet I add though this Book be 
wr i t t en principally to fave the darker fo r t o f 
honeft Chnf t ians , f r o m the fin and mifery 
o f Church d i v i f i o n s , I write i t not princi
pal ly for them to read 5 For I know their 
prejudice, weaknefs and incapacity , af ter-
mentioned : But I wri te i t t o remember 
the Teachers o f the Churches , what pr in
ciples they have to Preach and ftrengthen, 
and what principles t o confute and to de
stroy, i f ever they mean to fave the peo
ple f r o m this ftate o f i a n , and the Churches 
from the fad effe&s. A n d i f Minif lers neg-
lecl: the f a i t h f u l difcharge o f f o great and 
neceflary a du ty , let them remember that 
they were warned, i f they find themfelves 
overwhelmed in the ruines. 

I I . T h e Rajons moving me to this w o r k 
a re thefe . 

F i r f t , I t is my calling t o help to fave 
people f r o m their fins 5 and Church d i v i 
sion is a heap o f fins. 

a. T h e more I love them that I hope are 
tender Confcienced, and dare not fin, when 
they are convinced o f i t , the more l am 
bound to endeavour their conviction , re-
membring who hath fakl , thou fyalt not hate 
shy Brother in thy heart, thou (bait in any wife 
ftktike thj Neighbour <> and not (uffer ftn upon 
Urn fc$y, s 9 , 17. ' '3, L O V E 



3. L O V E is not an appurtenance o f m y 
Rel ig ion , bu t m y Religion i t felf . God * 
Love,<andhe that dmlktkin Love, dmlltth 
£ God, and God in him: ( w h o can fpeak a 
™gner word o f any th ing in a l l the w o r l d ? ) 
£ o v e is the end o f fa i th ,and f a i t h is but the 
f e l l o w s to kindle L o v e Love is the f u l * 
t i l l i ng o f a l l the L a w j the end o f the G o f -
P j l s the nature and mark of C h r i f t s D i f c i -
P les 5 the divine nature 5 t h e f u m o f h o l i -
neis t o the L o r d 5 the proper note by which 
t o k n o w , what is the m a n , and what his 
« a t e H and how far any o f his other ads are 
acceptable unto G o d : w i t h o u t which i f we 
nad al l knowledge and b e l i e f , a l l g i f t s o f 
utterance and higheft profef f ion 5 we were 
tout as founding B r a f s , and as a t ink l ing 
C y m b a l . A n d i f a l l our goods were given 
t o trie poor, and our bodies to the fire, i t 
w o u l d p r o f i t noth ing. Love is our fo re ta f t 
o f Heaven , and the perfection of i t is Hea
ven i t f e l f , even the ftate and w o r k of A n 
gels and o f Saints in g l o r y . A n d he that is 
angry w i t h me , fo r calling men to L o v e , is 
angry fo r calling them to Holinefs, t o G o d , 
and Heaven. Holinefs wh ich is againft Love 
is a contradiction : I t is a decei t ful Name, 
which Satan pu t t e th upon unholinefs. A l l 
C h u r c h principles which are againft U n i -
yerfal foye, are againft £ « T , and Holinefs, 

and 



and the Churches life. A n d he that f a i t h , 
he love th G o d , and hateth his Brother is a 
Lyar . Tob^ holy wi thout Love, is to fee 
without light, t o live w i thou t life. H e that 
fa id , the wifdomfrom dove is firft pure, then 
peaceable,gentle, & c . did no more dream o f 
feparating them, then o f dividing the head 
or a man f r o m his heart, to fave his l i f e : 
fam. 3 , 1 7 . N o r no more than he that faid, 
Follow Peace with all men , and Holmejs: 
Heb. 12 .14 . N o n e c e f f i t y can ju f t i f i e fuch 
a d i v i l i b n : Holiness and Love to G o d , are 
bu t t w o names for one th ing. Love jo ad 
and to mm, are l ike Sotd and Body, that are 
feparated no way but by death. Love and 
peaceablenefs, differ but as Re&fon and Rea-
fening : Love may be wi thout Paffive Peace 
( f r o m others to u s j bu t never wi thou t A' 
Bive Peace ( f r o m us to others.,) 

4 . 1 have had fo great opportunity in m y 
t ime , to fee the working o f the myfter ie o f 
iniqui ty, againft Chr i f t ian L o v e , and t o fee 
in what manner Chr i f t s Houfe and K i n g -
dome is edified by divif ions , that i f I be 
.ignorant af ter fuch fad experience, I m u f t 
be u t te r ly unexcufable, and o f a feared 
Confcience, and.a heart that feemcth har
dened to perdi t ion . G o d knoweth how 
hardly fin is known in its fecret r o o t , t i l l 
men have ta i led the bitternefs of the f r u i t 

Therefore 



Therefore he hath permit ted the two Ex-
trcam t o mew themfelves openly to the 
w o r l d i n the erTc&s: A n d ww'muf t be net-
ed and hated and avo ided , as w e l l as the 
other, I thought once that a l l that t a l k ^ 
againft Schifm and Sects, d id bu t vent their 
malice againft the beft C h r i f t i a n s , under 
thofe names : B u t fince then I have feen 
wha t L o v e - k i l l i n g principles have done! 
I have long flood by while Churches have 
been d iv ided , and fub-d iv ided j one C o n 
gregation o f the d i v i f i o n labouring to make 
the other contemptible, and odious 5 and 
this called, the Preaching of truth, and the 
purer worfhiping e f Cod : I have feen this 
g r o w op to the height o f Ranters in horr id 
Blafphemies, and then o f Quakers, in d i f -
dainful pride and furl inefs 5 and in to the 
way of Seektrs, that were to feek f o r a 
M i n i f t r y , a Church , a Sc r ip tu re , and con-
fequent ly a C h r i f t . J[ have many a t ime 
heard i t break ou t into more horr id r e v i l 
ing* o f the beft M i n i f t r y and God l i e f t peo
ple , than ever I heard f r o m the raoft 
malignant D r u n k a r d : I have l ived to fee 
i t put t o the (^ueft ion in that which they 
called, the little Parliament, whether a l l 
the Mini f te rs o f the Pariihes o f England 
mould be pu t down at once. W h e n Love 
was firft k i l l ed in then; own breafts, by thefe 



feme principles, which I here detect, I have 
feen how confidently the k i l l ing o f the 
King , the Rebellious demoliihing o f the 
Government o f the L a n d , the ki l l ing o f 
many Thoufands of their Bre thren , the 
turnings and overturnings o f all kinds o f 
Rule , even that which they themfelves f e t 
op , have been commi t t ed , and j u f t i f i e d , 
and prophanely fathered upon G o d . Thefe 
w i t h much more fuch frui ts o f L o v e - k i l l i n g 
principles, and divifions I have feen. A n d 
I have feen what fierce, cenforious, p roud , 
enchriflian tempers they have caufed or 
Signified 5 I n a word , I have long ieen that 
tniious wifdom (whatever i t pretend) is not 
from above, but is cartbiy fenfualanddeviltjh 5 
and that where envy and ftrife is upon pre
tence o f Religious precedency of w i f d o m 
there is confufion and every evilvorky Jam.3, 
15,16* A n d if after f o long, f o fad, fo no
torious experience, «you would have me 
ftiil t o be tender o f the brood o f H e l l , I 
mean thefe Uve*destroying wyes? and t o 
ftiew any countenance to that which really 
hath done all this, y o u w o u l d have me as 
b l ind as the Sodomites, and as obdurate as 
fharaob and his Egyptians, and utterly re-
fo lved never t o learn the w i l l of G o d , or 
t o regard cither good or evi l i n the 
w o r l d . 

5? The 



5. T h e fame fins arc continued in w i t h 
o u t repentance. T h e fame pride and igno
rance is ftill keeping open our d i v i f i o n s : 
A n d i f after fuch warnings , as the w o r l d 
fcarce ever had the l i k e , we mail be ftill i m 
penitent 5 i f we mal l fin our felves into f n f -
f e r ing , and fin in our fu f fe r ing as we d i d 
before , even the very fame fin o f Divifiens 
which brought us t o i t 5 h o w heinous is 
our C r i m e , and how dreadful the Progno-
ftick o f our greater ruine 5 A n d how g u i l t y 
are thofe Min i f t e r s o f the blood o f S o u l s , 
that w i l l not t e l l men o f the fin and dan
ger. 

6. I know that Dividing Principles and 
%>tfpofitions, do tend direc?ly t o the ruine 
and damnation o f thofe in w h o m they d o 
prevai l . That which k i l l e t h Z o i * , k i l l e th 
a l l grace and holinefs , and k i l l e th Souls.-
T h a t which quencheth L o v e , quencheth 
the Spir i t (a thoufand f o l d more then the 
re [training o f our gi l ts o f utterance do th : ) 
T h a t which baniftieth L o v e \ banilheth 
G o d . T h a t which is againft Love is againft 
the def igq o f C h r i f t in our Redempt ion , 
and therefore may w e l l be called A n t U 
c h r i f t i a n : A n d i f the Roman Kingdem ( f o r ^ 
f o i t is rather to be called than a Church) 
had n o t fuch Moral marks of A n t i c h r i f t i a -
n i t y , (which Dt^Morehath notably opened 



i n his Myf te r ie o f iniquity 5 ) I f they were 
not the Engineers for the Dhifton o f the 
Chr i f t i an wor ld ; by a falfe Center > and by 
impofl ible terms of U n i t y , and by th2 en
gine o f tearing dividing tmpo fit ions $ I f a-
morig them were not found the blood o f 
the Saints and the Mar tyrs o f Jefus 5 I 
mould in chari ty, feat t o fufpecl: them o f 
A n t i c h r i f t i a n i t y , notwithftanding al l the 
Prophetical paflages which fcem other wi fe 
t o point them out 5 becaufe I mould ftill 
fufpecl: my underftandingof thofe Prophe
cies, when the Law o f Loving my neighbour 
as my [elf, is plain to a l l . . 

They are dangeroufly mif iaken that 
th ink that Satan hath bu t one way to mens 
damnation. There are as many waves to 
H e l l , as there be to the extinguiftung o f 
Love. A n d a l l tendeth unto t h i s , which 
tendeth to hide or deny the Love linefsx 

that is,' the goodnefs, o f them whom I m u l l 
J^ove : much more that which reprefent-
c th them as odious. A n d there are many 
pretenfes and wayes to make m y N e i g h 
bour feem unlovely t o me .• ©ne, d o t h i t as 
effectually by unjuf t or unproved accufa-

jf tions of ungodlinefs, or faying , The i r wor-
fh ip is An t i ch r i f t i an , f o r m a l , ridiculous 5 

vain 5 as another doth b y un ju f t and un
proved accufations of Schifro,Difobedience 

or 



or Sedi t ion. A n d they that love G o a t i -
nefs, may be tempted to caft o f f their love 
of the i r N e i g h b o u r s , yea o f the t r u l y 
G o d l y 5 w h e n they once believe that they 
are u n g o d l y . A n d the w h i t e D e v i l is a 
L o v e - k i l l e r as w e l l as the black. H e is as 
m o r t a l an enemy t o L o v e , w h o back bi t e th 
another, and f a i t h , he is Prophane , or he 
is an empty f o r m a l i f t , or he is a lukewarm 
tempor iz ing comply ing manpleafer ] as he 
tha t fa i th [ H e is a p ievi ih fa&ious H y p o 
cr i te . ] I am fu re he was no Malignant , nor 
intended t o g i rd at Godl inefs , nor t o grieve 
good m e n , w h o t o l d us that i t is Satans 
way to t ransform h i m f e l f in to an A n g e l o f 
L i g h t ( t h a t i s , one that pretendeth t o 
make higher motions fo r L i g h t and fo r R e 
l igions ftnclnefs,than C h r i f t h imfe l f d o t h 5 ) 
and that his Min i f t e r s are fent f o r t h by hira 
as Minifttrs o f Righteoufmfs, 2 Cer. i i . 
J 4 ' i 5 > who w i l l feem more Righteous , 
than the Preachers o f t r u t h . Satan w i l l 
pretend t o any f o r t o f ftridnefs, b y which 
he can bu t m o r t i f i e L o v e . I f y o u can de-
v i f e a n y % h ftriftnefs o f opinions , or ex-
actnefsin C h u r c h orders , or ftrianefs in 
w o r f h i p , as w i l l but help t o \i£me*s Iwc, 
and fe t the Churches ia d i v i f i o n s , Satan 
w i l l be your helper, and w i l l be the ftri&eft 
and e x a & e j f U f y o u a l l ; H e w i l l reprove 

C h r i f t 



C h r i f t as a Sabbath breaker, and as a g l u t 
tonous perfon, and a Winenbibber , and a 
fr iend (or Companion ) o f Publicans and 
Sinners, and as an enemy to c*Jar too . 
W e are not altogether ignorant of his wiles, 
as voting unexperienced Chrif t ians are. 
Y o u think when a w r a t h f u l envious heat is 
k indled in you againft menfor their faul ts , 
that i t is certainly a zeal o f Gods exciting .* 
B u t mark whether i t have not more math 
than Love in i t : and whether i t tend not 
move to difgrace your brother than to care 
h i m , or to make parties and divifions, than 
t o heal them : I t i t be f o , if St. fames be 
not deceived, y o u are deceived as to the 
author o f your z e a l , fam. $ .15 , 16. and 
i t hath a worfe Original than you fufpecl:. 
I t is one o f the greateft reafons which mak-
e th me hate R o m i m Church ty ranny , and 
Religious cruelties againft diffenters, be-
caufe as they come f r o m want o f L o v e , fo I 
am fure that they tend to deftroy the LoVc 
of thofe on whom they are M i s t e d , and to 
do more hur t to their Souls than to their 
Bodies. T h e D e v i l is not fo m % an A n 
gler as t o fifh w i t h the bare H o o k nor fuch 
a Foo l as when he wou ld damn m e n , to i r t -
t reat them openly to be damned 5 nor 
when he w o u l d k i l l mens L o v e , t o intreat 
t hem plainly, not t o L o v e but hate their 

~ " ' ' neighbours? 



neighbours: But he do th i t by making y o u 
believe that there is j u f t and necellary caufe 
fo r i t ; and that i t is your d u t y , and that 
you (hould be lukewarm in the caufe o f 
G o d , o f t r u t h , o f G o d l i n e l s , i f y o u d i d 
not do i t : that f o you may go on withouc 
fcruple, and do f o again, and no t repent. 
Even they that k i l l e d Chr i f t s A p o f t l e s , d i d 
i t as a duty , and a part o f the fervice o f 
G o d , fpoh. 16. a. A n d Patil h i m f e l f d i d 
once th ink verily that he ought to do many 
things wh ich he d i d , againft the Name and 
Caufe and Servants o f Jefus , A t f . 26. 9* 
A n d as he d i d , f o he was done by $ and as 
he meafured t o others, i t was meafured t o 
h im again ^ For they that hound themfelves 
in an oath to kill him d id deeply interefte 
Cod and Confcience in the cruelty. Bu t be
lieve i t , i t is Apof t acy t o f a l l f r o m L o v e .* • 
your fouls dye , when L o v e d y e t h . T h e 
opinions, the Church Principles* the fide-
mgs , the P ra&i fes , which def t roy your 
love, def t roy your graces and your fouls* 
Y o u dye while you have a name to live* and 
th ink that y g u g row apace in Religion* 
Therefore better underftand tfce T e m p t e r , 
and when backbiters are deriding or v i l i f y 
ing your neighbours, take i t t o fignifie i n 
plain Eng l im p pray you love not thefe 
W e n , but hate them.3 A n d I have t o l d 
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-you in this T r e a t i f e , that when one fa i th 
u n j u f t l y [I<M them, ianijh them} and ano
ther faith [ Have no Communion with them ] 
i t is too o f ten the fame inward affection 
which b o t h exprefs, bu t in various waves: 
T h e y are agreed in the a t fump t ion , that 
their neighbour is unlovely. 

A n d when Love is dead,and yet Rel igion 
feemeth to furvive and to be increafed by 
i t , i t is lamentable to think what a dege
nerate , fcandalous, hypocritical Religion, 
that w i l l b e , and how odious anddi fho-
nourable t o G o d . T o preach w i t h o u t 
L o v e , and to hear wi thout L o v e , and t o 
pray wi thou t L o v e , and to communicate 
wi thou t L o v e , to any that differ f r o m your 
Sect, O whata loa thfome Sacrifice is i t , t o 
the G o d o f Love ? I f we rauft leave our 
guif t at the A l t a r , t i l l we are reconciled t o 
one offended brother* what a g i f t is theirs* 
who are unreconciled to aimoft al l the 
Churches of C h r i f t ? or to mult i tudes of 
their Brethren,becaufe they are not o f their 
way 1 yea, that imke their Communion , 
the very badge and means o^ their uncha-
ritablenefs and div i f ionsf Sirs, thefe are n o t 
matters of indifferency, nor t o be indulged 
hy any f a i t h f u l Paftor o f the C h u r c h . 

7 . A n d I know that thefe principles are 
as morta l to the Churcktr^ they are t o 
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0 Souls. A n d chat i f ever the Churches have 
00" peace, prosperity or healing, i t m u f t be b y 
it) J h e m e a n s of Love and Concord, and by de-
p ftroying the principles which wou ld def t roy 
^ : them. One thinketh that i t m u f t be by a 

opanift i I n q u i f i t i o n , and by forcing or k i l l 
ing the diflenters 5 A n d another th inke th 

iofi « rnuft be by Excommunicat ing them a l l , 
by and making them odious, and making their 
M ° w n party feem thereby to be better than 
g f theirs. B u t I know that i t m u f t be by re -
f § V l v f d > o r i c w i U never be. I knew /V, 
& a n d whoever is angry w i t h me fo r i t , I can-
# not choofc b u t know i t . W h e n the Papifte 
0 nad murdered f o many hundred thoufands 
4 o t the Albigenfes and Waldenfes, w h o w o u l d 
ft ftav<: t h o u g h t , bu t they had done their 
$ w o r k * W h e n the French MafTacre had 
1 murdered 30CCO or 4 0 0 0 0 , and d i fpa tcht 
4 t n e Leaders o f the Protefiant p a r t y , w h o 
^ w o u l d have though t that they had b u t 
4 l trengthened them * W h e n the D u k e 
£ JD' Alva had done fo much to drown the 
§ Belgick Proteftams in b l o o d , he l i t t l e 

thought that he was b u t f o r t i f y i n g them. 
I Queen Martes Bimops l i t r l e thought that 
I their E n g l i m Bonfires were but to l i g h t 

men to fee the mifchief o f their caufe 5 and 
I l ike the f i r i ng o f a Beacon to call all the 
I Land to take them f o r the Enemies o f man-
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kind 5 and that the cafe would have beet* 
f o quickly altered. W h e n the I r i f h had 
murdered two hundred thoufand, they l i t 
t le thought that they had but excited the 
Survivers to a terrible revenge. I w i l l come 
no nearer, but you may eafily d o k your 
felves. / / we bite and devour ene another, 
we fhall be devoured one of another, Gal . 5 a 5. 
T h e queftion is, but who (hall be devoured 

/ f foft) and who referved for the fecond 
courfe. If any man have an ear to hear let 
him hear : He that kadeth into captivity fhall 
go into captivity : He that killeth with the 
Swordj muft be killed with the Sword : Here 
is the Patience and Faith of the Saints. 
K e v . 33. 9. i©« G o d Rule th the w o r l d 
f l i l l when he worketh not miracles 1 Have 
we not feen a proud Victorious A r m y d i f -
fo lved without a drop of blood < and have 
we not feen that God approveth not of 
proud fe l f -exal ta t ion, and violating the 
Sacred power o f our Govcrnours , and 
ufurping their places o f A u t h o r i t y : Hath, 
not the drunken w o r l d had yet experience 
enough to teach them, that the Church o f 
G o d is not to be bui l t up or repaired, by 
their tumultuous quarrelhngs and frayes. 

H o w long L o r d , m u f t thy Church and 
•Cvufe, be in the hands o f unexperienced 
furious fools, who know not what HolineSs 



or Healing i s , bu t think that victory over 
mens Bodies , m u f t be the cure o f their 
Souls, and that hur t ing them is the way to 
w i n their L o v e / or that a C h u r c h iscon-
I t i t u t e d of Bodies alone while Souls are ab
sent, or no parts i w h o w i l l make them
selves the Rulers o f t hy Flock in defpite 
o* thee and o f thy Caufe and Servants, 
w i t h o u t thy call or approbat ion , and think 
*hat the work o f a Soldier, is the w o r k of a 
Father and a Phyfician I whofe cures are a l l 
*>y amputation 5 and whofe pie ty c o n f l f t -
e t h i n f l y i n g f r o m each o t h e r , and efteem-
ing and uf ing their Brethren as their foes 5 
who fcatter thy flocks on a l l the mountains, 
when C h i i f t hath prayed that they may al l 
he one t 

Perhaps, Reader, rhou art one o f t hem 
-that t h i n k e t h , that the fectlement and 
happinefs o f the Church , m u f t be won l ike 
a game at foot-bali-, and therefore fcruplef t 
no t to t o f s i t in the d i r t , and t u m u l t u -
o u f l y to ftrive w i t h and ftrike up the heels 
o f a l l that are againft thee, ( fo that peace
able paffengers cannot fafely come near your 
game or pafs the ftreets.) But when you 
have go t the Ball,have you done the work* 
A r e y o u ftill f o ignorant as not to k n o w , 
h o w uncertain ftill y o u are to keep i t , and 
that one fpurn can take i t f r o m y o u ? A n d 
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fuppofe you could fecure a l l your con-
quefts, are the Churches healed ever the 
more? Mens hearts muf t be conquered be
fore this healing work is done. A n d there
fore the A p o f t l e fai th that we are moretbm 
Conquerours, when we are k i l led all the daj 
long and accountea as Sheep to the (laughter, 
R o m . 8. 34, 3 5. that is, i t is more gam and 
honour to our felves , to fuffer i n fa i th and 
patience by our enemies, than t o conquer 
them in the field 5 A n d i t is more p ro f i t a 
ble alfo unto them, and tendeth to a more 
defirable conqueft o f them : Becaufe when 
Conquerors do bu t exafperate them 5 and 
i f we hurt their bodies, we harden them the 
more againft our caufe , and againft the 
means o f their own Salvat ion, our patient 
M a r t y r d o m and fuffer ing by t h e m , may 
tend at laf t to open their eyes, and tu rn 
their hearts, and fave their f o u l s , by (hew
ing them the Truth , the Coodnejs and the 
Tower o f C h r i f t , and o f his W o r d and Spi
r i t . Th is is the meaning o f being more 
than Conquerours. The hi(fr are conquered 
by us, but not converted : T h e Scots and 
gnglijk were conquered by CromweS, bu t 
their hearts were not conquered, nor their 
Religion changed by h i m . They that t h ink 
tha t i f they could get and keep the upper; 
g r o u n d , and have D i f l c n t c r s bodies and 
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-"^ eftates atxhcir w i l l , they could loon fe t t le 
C0 the C h u r c h in U n i t y and Concord , do t e l l 

*L a l l the w o r l d , how ignorant they are of the 
nature o f C h r i f t i a n i t y , and o f the fear o f 

^ G o d , and o f the me ans o f the peace and C M -
| | cord o f the Church : Ei ther y&# would give 

up your own judgments and Confidences, or 
practice your felves t o the w i l l of men , i f 
y o u were in their p o w e r , or nor. I f j w * 
would not, w h y mould y o u think that others 
w i l l ? I f you w o u l d , y o u do bu t t e l l the 
w o r l d , that you are AtheLf t s , and have 
neither a G o d , nor Confcience , nor R e l i -

1 gion.- B u t it is not evidence enough o f your 
f o l l y , t o fay in your hearts there is no G o d , 
and to fear them that can but k i l l the body , 

^ more than H i m that can puni f l i bo th body 
and f o u l i n he l l v bu t y o u m u f t a l io m e w 
tha t y o u know neither G o d nor M a n , b y 
th inking that all others are A t h e i f h a l fo , 

c

 t and judging o f them by your felves 5 as i f 
L t n c y f e c t n e i r S o t t l s and their everlafting 
P hopes, at as bafe a price as y o u do yours. 
^ I te l l y o u again that a Battel or a Foot -ba l l 
r j s k u f f l e w i l l not fe t t l e , the difcompofed and 
1 divided Churches unlefs y o u th ink that 
K a heap o f Carkafles l l a in in the f i e l d , pof -

& f s the quietnefs, and concord which y o u 
J: d-efire : The Soul is the man , and Love is 
I t h e C h r i f t i a n L i f e , and the true Cemear, c$ 
I £ 4 the 



the Churches unity - A n d Lovemaf t cau fe 
L o v e , as fire eaufeth fire- Md IwrM 
wrath do th m o f t power fu l ly quench \% ktik 
hath thefe fifteen hundred years 3(f>ik 'e f a 
cially thefe thirteen hundred) been 

, w o l v i f h Scatterer 0 l

; the flocks of C h r i f t : 
A n d m u f t that be now the way to' bu/'Id % 
which hath fo long been the way to pul l i t 
down. I t is Love that r tmft be our Union, 

v and L o v e that m u f t cade k v or we mai l 
never have the Union o f a Chr i f t i an 
Church . By this (lu l l all men know that 
you are Chr i f t s Di fc ip le s , i f you have Love 
one t o another. I f you believe not this 3pre-
t e n d n o t to believe in J e f u s C h r i f t , who 
d o t h aff i rm i t . 

I eonfefs l am f o far guil ty of fuper f t t t io r i 
m y f e l f , that if I had been one o f the 
Changers o f bur ancient Government , I 
fliould have been fomewhat the more back
ward fo r his frame fa^e to the beheading o f 
Chrijlofher Love, l e f t i t fhould be an i l l 
Omen bo th to Church and S ta t e , but efpe-
cially t o the ^4Ucrs o f i t . 

8. Another o f the Motives o f this D i f -
courfe i s , becaufe I know that times o f 
m o f t t e m p t a t i o n , are times o f greateft 
danger, and commonly of greateft fin. 
A n d all f a i t h f u l Paftors m u f t know what 
a ie the fpecial Temptations o f the T i m e 

and 



and Place which they l ive i n . W h e n had 
w e ever greater Temptat ions t o L o v e - k i l l 
ing principles and practices than now , ex
cept in the times o f the miferable War s t 
I need not name them to y o u . T h e harder 
i t is for men t o Love them that hate t h e m , -
that cenfure them u n j u f t l y , that revile 
t hem, and reproach t hem, and make them 
odious, or that hurt them, the more caufe 
have Minif ters and all Chr i f t ians t o fee a 
double watch upon their Love • L e f t before 
they are aware , a flaming and confuming 
zeal, do te l l others, that they know not what 
manner of Spirit they are o f , L u k . 9. 5 5» 

9 . Yea i t is not only a t ime o f great 
Temptat ion to this fin,but o f common guilt: 
T h e y are mult i tudes that are overtaken a l 
ready w i t h this fin. Is not the Land in a -
continual heart war ? A r e there not parties 
againft parties, and caufe againft caufe, and 
hear t - r i t ings , and palfions, and cenfurings 
o f DUTenters, to fay no wor fe 6 A n d is i t 
not t ime to br ing water when we fee the 
flames t 

1 0 . A n d I perceive few knew f o heinous 
a f i n to be any fin at all $ B u t all factions and 
parties are ftill j u f t i f y i n g their Love-k i l l i ng ^ 
wayes, and reproaching thofe w h o m they 
have wronged 5 A s i f when they have fin-
f u l l y withdrawn their L o v e f r o m t h e m , i t 

were 


