
and Place which they l ive i n . W h e n had 
w e ever greater Temptat ions t o L o v e - k i l l 
ing principles and practices than now , ex
cept in the times o f the miferable War s t 
I need not name them to y o u . T h e harder 
i t is for men t o Love them that hate t h e m , -
that cenfure them u a j u f t l y , that revile 
t hem, and reproach t hem, and make them 
odious, or that hurt them, the more caufe 
have Minif ters and all Chr i f t ians t o fe t a 
double watch upon their L o v e - L e f t before 
they are aware , a flaming and confuming 
zeal, do te l l others, that they know not what 
manner of Spirit they are o f , L u k . 9. 5 5» 

9 . Yea i t is not only a t ime o f great 
Temptat ion to this fin,but o f common guilt: 
T h e y are mult i tudes that are overtaken a l 
ready w i t h this fin. Is not the Land in a -
continual heart war ? A r e there not parties 
agaiqft parties, and caufe againft caufe, and 
hear t - r i t ings , and paflions, and cenfurings 
o f DUTenters, to fay no wor le 6 A n d is i t 
not t ime to br ing water when we fee the 
flames t 

1 0 . A n d I perceive few knew f o heinous 
a f i n to be any fin at aU $ B u t all factions and 
parties are ftill j u f t i f y i n g their Love-k i l l i ng ^ 
wayes, and reproaching thofe w h o m they 
have wronged 5 A s i f when they have fin-
f u l l y withdrawn their L o v e f r o m t h e m , i t 
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were no crime to take away n e x t , their 
good names > and al l that they have but 
power to take away. A n d when they have 
caft their brethren out o f their efltmation 
andaffetfhn, they th ink i t a piece o f com
mendable zeal or juf t ice , to caft them ous 
o f Christian communion, and i f they could 
ou t o f the Land and o f the w o r l d . A n d 
iha l l Minif ters ftand b y , a*id fee men take 
£uch fi/t lot dttty, mdferve g«d by abufing 
his Servants, and look for a reward for di~ 
aiding and fulling down his Church 9 and 
never tel l them what they are doing, 

i x . A n d the old Non-coHiormil ls w h o 
wro te f o i n u c h againft fepa ja t ion , were 
aeither blind nor temporizers* They faw the 
danger on that f ide . Even Brightman o$ 
Mev. that wr i t e th againft the Prelacy and 
Ceremonies, feverely reprehendeth the fe-
paratifts.Read but the wri t ings of Mr* fob* 

' *?Aget^ Mu John Ball > M r , Hilderfham ^ 
M r . Bradfhawi M r . Baine> M r . RatJokand^ 
and many fuch others againft the feparatifts* 
or thofe times, and y o u may learn that our 
t i g h t is not greater, but lefs than theirs 3 and 
that we fee not fur ther into that caufe than 
t hey did $ and that change of times d o t h 
not change the t r u t h ; nor w i l l warrant u$ 
cochange ©ur Religion 3 ualefs we w i l l make 
ou r Rel ig ion f u b j e c i IQ the wills and i n t e -



refts o f men , and change i t as o f t as the 
times (hall change. 

1 2 . L a f t l y , i f ypur friends t e l l you not o f 
your faults and errours in Love> thofe w h o m 
y o u account your enemies w i l l do i t i n 
wrath* A n d though all fober Chr i f t ians 
m o u l d learn by the keeneft rebukes of their 
Adverfar ies , yet paflion and prejudice ma-
k e t h i t f o d i f f i c u l t , that, i t ufual ly hardeneth 
men more in their fin: A n d this is another 
t h i n g , which caufeth me the more to abhor 
d i v i f i o n , and t o long for the reconciling o f 
the minds o f al l d i f len t ing Chrif t ians 5 Ber 
caufe whi le they take each other fo r adver
saries, nothing that is wr i t t en or faid by any 
is l ike t o do the Adverfaries any good. N a y 
I m u f t confefs when I fee an adverfary t e l l 
men o f their fin, efpecially w i t h fur ious 
fp leenand wra th , mix ing together words 
and f w o r d s , I am greatly afraid , l e f t by that 
temptat ion, Satan w i l l draw the reproved t o 
impenitency, and greatly harden them in 
their fin, and make them glory in that as a 
v i r tue , which fuch a perfon do th f o im
prove . 

B u t i f y o u w i l l neither hear o f your f i n 
nor d u t y by adverfaries nor fr iends, by fa i r 
fpeeches nor by f o u l , you faf ten the guile 
upon your felves. Remember I pray y o u , 
that I am not kindl inc fires* qor drawing 
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Swords againft you,nor ftirring up any to do , 
you h u r t , but only perfwading all d i f len-
ters to love one another, and to forbear but 
a l l that |s contrary to Jove. A n d i f fuch an 
exhortation and advice feem injurious or i r i -
,*ollerable to you , the L o r d have mercy on 
yourSouls . 

1 1 1 . A n d now wi thou t a f p i r i t of Pro
phecy., I w i l l f o r e t e l what entertainment 
this Paper mu ft expect. 

1 . Some on the one f ide w i l l fay; I t is 
ihaJper and rounder dealing than a l l this 
that m u f t cure the Schifmesin the Church? 
A n d i f you w o u l d heal our Div i f ions w h y 
do you not conform your fe l f , b u t 5 ftand 
ou t as one o f the party that divideth f 

2. Some on the other fide w i l l f ay , that 
i t is an unfeafonabie t ime, when f o much 
anger is breaking f o r t h againft thofe that we 
account Dividers, t o mention their faults , 
and f o to ftir up more. I w i l l give thefe 
men no other anfwer, than to bid them read 
the laft part of this B o o k ; or elfe dp not 
t a l k t i l l they know o f whar 0 

3. A n d fome w i l l fay that I am doing 
that which w i l l prove a hurt t o my f e l f and 
others. For i f I mould draw the People to 
C o m m u n i o n w i t h the Confo rmi f t s , there 
wou ld l i t t le companion be mewed to the 
Mini f te rs that cannot conform. B u t f e l -



fiftl w i fdome rauft be (hut out o f the C o u n -
c i l , when we are conful t ing about the heal
ing of the Churches, and the good o f Souls. 
A n d indeed there is l i t t l e danger o f this 
confequence, as long as the people are far 
more averfe t o Communion or Concord 
w i t h the Parifh-Churches, than the N o n 
conforming Minif ters are. B u t fuppofe ic 
prove true.mould we not do good to Souls, 
and fave men f r o m fin, and heal d iv i f ions , a t 
the deareft rate ? W h a t though i t cof t us 
more than is here mentioned 5 T h e reviving 
o f decayed L o v e , and the clofure of any o f 
the Churches wounds, is a recompence 
w o r t h our liberties and lives. 

4 , A n d thofe that are m o f t gu i l ty o f the 
L o v e - k i l l i n g principles here detected, and 
are m o f t eminent in felf-conceited ignorancei 
w i l l do by me and by this book, according 
t o their Principles* and as they ufe to do b y 
others. Before they have foberly read i t 
over, they w i l l carry abou t the Sectarian re
ports o f i t f r o m hand to hand 5 A n d when 
one hath faid i t , the re f t w i l l a f f i rm i t , that 
[ I have clawed w i t h one party,and have g i r 
ded at the other, and have fought t o make 
them odious by bringing them under the re^ 
proach o f Separation, and o f cenfuring and 
avoiding the ungodly $ and that being luke 
warm my f e l f j and a complyer w i t h fin, I 
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would have all others d o f o t o o : A n d thac 
thefe Reconcilers are neither fle/h nor f i f e 
and at tempt impofl ibi l i t ies , even to recon-
^ , 5 darknefs, C h r i f t and B e l i a l , 
A q d that for the fake o f Peace we w o u l d 
l e l l the Tru th , and wou ld let in C h u r c h -
corruptions out o f an over-eager defire o f 
Agreement ; A n d when they have all done 
neither party w i l l regard them, but they 
flull tare worfe than any others 5 and w i l l 
lofe both fides,whileft they are for neither.! 

I k n o w it is the nature o f the difeafe which 
I am curing, t o fend fo r th fuch breath and 
lcents as thefe 5 A n d I intend not to bef tow 
a word to anfwer them* 

5. A n d fome of the wife and fober M t -
nifters, who mark more the inconveniences 
o f one fidesthan o f the other,and look more 
to outward occurrences, than to the %ule, and 
to the inward ftate o f Souls 5 efpecially 
fuch as have not feen, the times and things 
that I have feen, w i l l th ink that though a i l 
this be true, i t is unfeafonabie, and may give 
advantage to fuch as love not Reformat ion. 
A n d to them I (hall return this anfwer. 
1 . T h 3 t i f w e f t a y f e v e n years mere for a 
feafonable t ime, to oppofe the radical f in of 
uncharitablenefs, we may be in our grave?, 
and the finners in their graves, and the fin 
may be mult ipl ied and rootedpaf t a l l hope 
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o f remedy. A n d w h y may y o u not as w e l l 
f l ay feven years more, for a feafonable time,, 
t o Preach d o w n al l other fins as w e l l as th i s f 
Is this the leaft malignant, or leaft dange
rous fin f 2* There was never a more fea
fonable t ime to te l l men o f their fin, than 
when the temptat ion t o i t is the greateft 5 

when i t is m o f t growing and mu l t i p ly ing 
among us j W h e n G o d hath been f o he i -
nouf ty dimonoured by i t ; when the w o r l d 
d o t h r ing o f i t 5 when many Volumes re 
proach them f o r i t 5 A n d when the (enfual 
and ungodly are hardened by i t in their 
fcorn o f godlinefs, t o the apparent peril o f 
their damnation: yea m o r e , t o tern our 
complaints f r o m our Law-givers upon ou r 
felves. I t is want o f Lovcy and i t is Dividing 
principles and pradices, that have filenced 
f o many Minif ters , and brought us into a l l 
the confufions and calamities which we fee 
and undergo^ 

6. B u t there are many fincere and eonf i -
derate Min i f t e r s , who knowing this which 
I fay to be t rue , w i l l be the more excited b y 
k t o lead the younger and paifionate for t o f 
Religious people, in to the wayes of L o v e 
and peace, and to fave them f r o m the dan
gers here detected, snd perfwade them t o 
the pradife of thefc Directions. A n d for 
the ufe o f thefe I wr i te this Book , 
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A n d yet , to end as I began, I rauft add 
thefe notices, for your r ight underftanding 
of i t . 

i . T h a t this is not my firft at tempt up
on this work $ bus the progrefs o f what I 
have been upon thefe three and twenty 
years. A b o u t f i f teen or f ix teen years ago, 
I preacht on the th i rd Chapter o f Saint 
famesjn a larger and a clofer manner on this 
Sub je f t , than here I w r i t e : becaufe the 
times then called me to i t . 

3. I perfwade no Chr i f f i an to ju f t i f i e or 
// own the fins or the leaft defects of any 

C h u r c h , Mini f te r or People, in their W o r -
fliip or in their lives,though I perfwade you 
t o Communion w i t h the Churches, perfons 
and worf t i ip-a&ions , which have many 
fau l t s : (For on Barth there is no perfon, 
Church , or W d r M p f a i i l t l e f s , and wi thou t 
corruption.) 1 juf t i f ie not the faults o f m y 
own daily Prayers, and yet I never pray 
wi thout them. 

3. l a m not perfwading Minif ters to any 
rmwife and unfeafonabie Preaching, agamft 
the dividing Principles o f the weak, when 
the neceflitiescf the Auditory more require 
other Doclrine - ( M u c h lefs to exafpera-
t ing railings and invedives 5 A n d lesft of al l 
t o wra th fu l v io lence ) . But only w i t h p ru 
dence, in feafon and w i t h Love and g e n t l y 
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i nc ( s , t o lead men in to the t r u t h ; I f even 
| w i t h Infidels and Heret icks , the Servant of 
p| the Lord mufl not firive, but be gentle to all 

men 5 apt to teach 5 patient jn meeknefs inflru' 
"i ding thoje that oppofe themfehes, if God, per-
n adventure will give them repentance to the 
| acknowledging of the truth, 2 T i m . a. 24, 27. 
^ H o w much more m u f t the Ch i ld ren o f 
pf Gods fami ly be ufed w i t h L o v e and tender-
# nefs. B u t i f the fiercenefs o f any contradict 
i wha t I f ay , I only add, that i t is not an un

experienced perfon that fpeaketh i t , bu t 
one w h o through the mercy o f G o d , hath 

f Jong kep t a numerous f lock i n L o v e and 
un i ty and peace by fuch l ike means? and 

t hath feen the lamentable effects o f the con-
4 t rary way. 

f 4 . W h i l e I fay f o much in this Treatife 
againft the rafh cenfuring of others, I give 
y o u not the rule for mens cenfuring o f 
themfdves : They know more b y them-
fe lves : They may fearch in to the depth o f 
their hearts and intentions , which we can
not do . T h e y are al lowed to be more 

t fufpicious & cenforious of themfelves, than 
1 o f any others .• I t more concerneth them ; 

A n d they have more t o do w i t h them-
? felves', and may be bolder w i t h themfelve*, 
jl W e j u d g others in order to v i f i b l e C h u r c h -
, C o m m u n i o n by v i f ib l e and publ ick ev i -
,; C dencc 



dence. Bu t in order to their preparation fo r 
the judgment o f G o d , we m u f t direct 
them t o judge themfelves according to the 
t r u t h in the inward parts. 

5. W h i l e I draw you to peace and mo
deration towards others , I defire not t o 
quench the leaft degree o f Chr i f t ian zea t 
N a y I endeavour to k i l l that which wou ld 
k i l l i t . The purified peculiar people of the 
Redeemer are zealous, bu t of what ? not 
t o confurne and defiroy one another, nor 
to hate and flye f rom one another 5 nor t o 
v i l i f ie and backbite one a n o t h e r b u t they 
are zealous of good works: A n d Paul w i l l 
te l l you what are good works* Gal . 5 .22 ,1 
love, joy, peace, long-string , gcntlenefh 
gecdnefs, faith, meeknefs, temperance : Be 
zealous in L o v i n g al l Chrift ians as C h r i 
ftians, and al l men as men: Be zealous for 
Peace: If it be poffible, as much as in jot* 
lyctbjivepeaceably with all « t f # , R o m . 1 2 . 1 8 . 
Be zealoufly pattern, gentle, good, meek* 
temperate. A n d the works of the flemare— 
hatredj variance, emulation, wrath , ft r i f t , 
(edition, berefies : A zeal for thefe is earthly 
fenfual and de'vilify , as fames tel leth you . 
A n d remember that the word which is 
tranflated there [Envj\ is [Ze*t] Ml 
Original : B u t our tracflators were af ra id , 
l e f t the prcphane wou ld have miftaken i t , 



$ it they haa tranflated i t £ZeaQ ver. i d . 
j f f i where zeal and ftrife is ( t h a t i s , a ( t r i v i n g 
, # contentious zeal) there is ccnfufton and every 

evtl mrk.) I f you believe this , how dare 
if you blame trie for wr i t ing to fave y o u f r o m 
J confufion and every evil work, ? 

6.1 w i l l conclude w i t h the repetit ion o f 
# one th ing delivered in this Treatife-, that 
Jf. among all the ref t , t w o feparating dividing 
$ P n n c i p l e s w i l l never give peace t o the 
if C h u r c h where they prevai l . T h e one v$Z 
$ the confounding mens title to viable ** 

Church Memberjhip and Communion, w i t h 
P ™ i r T i t ] e t o Juf t i f ica t ion and Salvation. 
ft T h e other is, the lmp$ftng of new terms and^ 
(h W « of V i f i b l e memberfhip and C o m m u -
M nion 5 and rejecting the fuff iciency o f the 
I f ^ r m s a n d ntle of Chrifts appointment. Child 
m m t h fo lemnly and purpofely made the 
^ Baptifinal Covenanting with him, t o be the 

terms and title t o C h u r c h memberfliip and 
^ C o m m u n i o n 5 A n d the owning ©f this fame 
% Cowwt is the fuff icient T i t l e o f the 
m adul t . A n d the Xmpofers that come after* 
1 and require another kind o f evidence o f 
1 C o n v e r f i o n , c r Sanclification than t h i s , 
1 do confound the C h u r c h , and enflame the 
M people, and leave no certain way o f t rya l , 
1 b u t make as various terms and titles,as there 
•A are various degrees o f w i fdome and Cba-
i C a r i t y * 



r k y , and various opinions, in the Pallors 
(yea in a l l the people t o w h o m they al low 
the judgement of fuch Caufes) in the fe -
veral Churches. I n this p o i n t , the fober 
Anabaptifts feem to come nearer the t r u t h 
than they . 

I add no more, bu t C h r i f t s concluflon, 
that a houfe or K ingdom divided againft i t 
f e l f cannot ftand 5 T h e Book i t fe l t was 
wr i t t en near t w o years ago j but this Pre . 
face, Feb. 2.1669* 
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A B S T R A C T 

O F T H E 

D I R E C T I O N S 

*• p ^ r £ ^ »w the difference Between the younger 
JL fort of ChriftiAns, And the Elder, The ve- . f> \ 

ril ef'the Church from 3<m*CkrlftUm.*«ghfi^ * * - V * H 
2. Obferve thefecret workings offpiritual pride,and ^ U/> 

how deep r noted and odiom a fin it is, and what f p ' C t d ^ f ^ ^ ^ J 
temptations to it, the younger and emptier [art of Chri-^^ 
(Hans have. 

3. Overvalue not the Common gift of utterance, 
nor thigh profejfion, as if grace were appropriated to 
fuch alone, who are to be called Prof effort, 

4. AffeU not to he made eminent and confpicHoHi in c^[~rd-
bdinefs, by standing at a further diflance from^com
mon Chrifiians, than God would have yott. ff~>&* t»*#f>f»Jj~ 

5. Under/land th* true difference between the Ckprfbfy^Jl* &u 
asVifible%and a* Regenerate or myftical; and t h e f e ^ ^ V p f i Z , 
veral qualifications of the Members, what Scandals t^:*6 

were in the primitive Churches, in Scripture times. 
6. tlnderfland well the different Conditions and 

terms of Communion with the Church at myfiical and 
*s viable, and the different priviledges of the members : 
that yon may not pre fume to impfe any Conditions 
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which God hath not impojed , nor unjuftly grudge f t 
the prefenceofthofe that are not fincere. 

7. Gctime and deep apprehenjions of the neceffity 
and reafons of Chrifiian Unity and (foncord ; and of ' 
the fm and mifery of divifionsani difcord : what Scrip' 
tare faith herein. 

8. When dny thing needeth amendment in the 
Church', the befi Chriftinns muft be the forvardeft to 
Reform , and the backpardett to divide 00 that pre
tence. 

9. forget not the great difference between the 
Churches caftitigout the impenitent ; and the Godlyes 
fepxrating from the (fhurch it f e l f , becaufe the wicked 
Are not cap out. The fir ft « A great duty ; the (econd, 
ufiidly a great fin. hlthctscaff. 

\Q. hxpetl not that any one lawfully received into 
the Church by Baptifm, fhordd be c#ft out of it,or deny e d 
y priviledges vf the Churchi, but according to the 

ru'es of Chriftian difcipline, by the poster of the'Keys ; 
that is, for obflinate impenitency in a grofs or fcanda-
loftifw, upn proof, and after (ufficient private, and 
publicl^admonithn. 

11. tlndtrftand ixhat the Power of the Keys is, and 
ythat the Pjftors office is ; as they are the Cjovcrnwrs 
if the Church, entrufted by (fkrift with the pmer of 
admijfim and rejettion : that foyon may know how far 
you are to reft in the Paftors judgment, and may not 
itfnrpanypartof their office to your f'elves., 

12. Study veil Cbrifis grciciw nature and office j 
and his great re^dinefs to receive the wenkeft that come 
$0 him ; that fo yon may defire a Church difciplin'i 
agreeable to 'theGofpcJ. 

13. Yet left yon run into the mrfe extreamy remem* 
hr(tillthe the dejtroyingof'fin , and the farMifyin^ 
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of man to God, wai the wort> of our Redeemer : And 
that Holinefs and Teace muft go together : And that 
cur own Church-order and difcipline, mufi be futfer-
'rlnt *l ^ i n v > a r d forituality and profperity of the 
Church.re generate; And no fuck favour muft be 

\hewedtofinners aii favour-eth fin, and hindereth Ho
linefs. 

14. Though your Governours art'.theJudges, what 
per/onsfhall be of your publicise hurcb-Communion ; 
J*t it 4s you/hat muft judge who are fit or unfit for your 
fnvate familiarity. 

15. Vnderftand how much it hath pleafed God to 
lay all mens happinefs or mifcry upon their ovtn choice: 
And feek not to alter thu order of God. 
.J6>Tko*$ the profefionof Chriftianity which en. 

tttleth men to Church-Communion, muft be credible ; 
Vtrememher that there are various degrees of Credi-
titty : And that every ProfeJJlon which is not proved 

14 c r e d i b h lnf»ch a decree as muft be accepted by 
tve Church. r . 

17. Know how far it is that either Grace or Gifts 
fire neceffary to a Minifi<r, that you may give to both 
their dne. 

' 18. Vnderftand well the neceffity of your Commu
nion with all the .Univerfal Church, and wherein it 
confijteth ; <ind how far it it to be preferred bcrore your 
Communion with any particular Church. 

I 9. Engage not your filves m f a r in any divided 
Seft, and efpsufemt the intereft of any party of Chri
ftians, to the neglect or injury of the univerfal Qhurcht 

and the Chriftian Caufe. 
. 1 o. Be very f'tfpicious of your Religious pajfions, and 
carefully diftinguijh between a found and finful z>(4 ; 
leaftpu father your fin on the Spirit of God, and 
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thinly you pleafe him more when yon moil of end 
him. 

%l. Lend not a patient ear to backbiters; mr ha
ft ily believe the moft religious people, when theyfpeak. ill 
of others* 

22. Make not your felves judges of other mens 4-
Bions ; much lefs of their /late, before yon have a Call • 
&r before yw have Efficient knowledge of the perfon and 
cf the Cafe. 

23. Hftake not the nature of the fm of Scandal, a* 
if it were the bare difplea/ing of another {when it is the 
hying of a flumblin^blockor occafion offinning beforg 
another. 

24. Make Cqnfcienceof Seand-il'iTiin^ one patty as 
•well as another : and thofe moft, who are moft in danger 
ly yoar offence. 

j y . Be not over tender of your reputation with any 
fort of men on earth : nor too impatient of their difplea-
fure, cenfures or contempt. But live above them. 

26. Ufe not your felves (nee die fly) to the familiar 
company of that fort $f (fhriftians, who ufe to cenfurc 
them that are m,re fobtr, Catholickand charitable than 
themfelves : Unlefsyou be as much or more, with the 
foberer fort, who will/hew you the fin and mifchief of 
Love- kitting principles and divifions. 

27. Take heed of mifudging of the anfwer s of your 
prayers, and of taking thofe things to be from God, 
vhich are but the effc5is of your prejudice , paflion or 
weaknefs of under/landing, 

28.2)fl not too much reverence the revelations, im-
ptdfes or moft confident opinions of any others upon the, 
tsctxmt of theirfincerity or holinefs ; but try all judi-
hioufty and foberly by the word of God. 
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2g. Take heed leafi the trouble of your own difquiet-
fjjP ed doubting minds, do become a fnare , to draw you 

to feme uncouth way of Cure ; and fom*ke the fancy of 
fame new opinion , feci or practice , to feemyour reme-* 
Ay, and give you eafe $ andfoperfwade you that itta 
the certain truth. 

50 Keep in the ra.nk.ofa humble difciple x>r Learntr 
in Chrifts Church, till you tire fit and called to he Tea
chers your felves, 

51 . Grow up in the great fubftantial practical truths 
and duties) and grow downwards in the roots of a clearer 
belief of the Word of God, and the life ta come : And 
neither begin too fnon with doubtful oftnions , wr ever 
lay too much upon them. 

3 2. Lay not a greater fir ifs upon your different words 
and manner of prayer, than God hath laid : And 
take heed of fcorning , reproaching or flighting^ the 
mrds and manner of other mens wor/hip , when it is 
fuchasGodacceptethfromthefmcere. Where the C4e 

about forms of prayer is handled. 
33. When you are fure that other mens way of wor-

fhip 14 finful; yet make it not any other, or greater fin, 
than indeed it 14 '> and fpeak^not evil of fo much in it a* 
is good : And flander not God ai a h*ter or rejetter of 
all mens Services which are mixt with infirmities; or 
as ̂ partial hater of the infirmities of others , and not 
your*. 

34. Thinknet that all it unlawfully obeyed^hich ta 
unlawfully commanded. 

35. Think not that you are guilty of all the faults of 
other mens worfhip with whom you joyn ; no not of the 
Minifiers or Congregations : Nor that you are bound to 
feptrate from alt the mrfhip which is faultily perform* 
ed 1 For then there mufl he no fourd-Communion 

upon 
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upon Earth. Where is more about extemporary prayer 
and impofed forms. 

36. Yet k»o» what Pa/tors and Church-Communion 
youmayjoynwitb, and what not: And think not that 
I am per]"wading you to make no difference. 

my means of the Churches good ; he fure your eye be 
upon the true End ; ana] upon the particular Rule j and 
not on either of them alone. Take not that for a means 
nbtcbts either contrary to the Word of God - or it in 
its nature dejirutlive of the end. * 

%%.Negletl not any truth of God • much lefs re
nounce it y or deny it. But yet do not take it for your 
dutytopublijhall, which you judge t* he truths nor a 
fintofilence many Uffer truths, when the Churches 
pice and welfare doth require it, 

p . Know which are the Great duties of A Chrifiian 
life, and wherein the nature of true Religion doth con-
f $ : And then pretend not any Uffer duty , againfi 
thefe greater; though the leafl when it is indeed a duty, 
is not to be denyed or neglected. 

40. Labour for a found judgement to know good 
from evily leafl you trouble your felves and others by 
mtftakes : Forfake not the guidance of a judicious 
Teacher, nor the Company of the agreeing generality of 
the Godly. 

4 1 . Lft not the bare fervour of a Preacher , or the 
hudnefs of hf* voice , or affectionate utterance^ draw 
you too far to admire or follow him, without a proportion 
of folid under/landing and judicioufnefs. 

45. Your belief of the neceffary Articles of faith, 
muft be made your own, and not taken meerly on the 
Authority of any. And in all points of belief or pra
ctice, which are neceffiiry to Salvation, you muft ever 

keep 



keep company with the Univcrfal Church : For it win 
not the Church, if it erred in thofe. And in matters 
ef Peace and Concord the m i j o : vote m»ft he your 
guide. In matters of humane obedience your Governours 
muft be your guides, 4nd in matters of high and d i f f i 
cult fpcculation, the judgment of:one man ofextra
ordinary underftanding, is to be preferred before the 
Rulersy and the majorVote. 

43. Reject, not a good caufe, becaafe it is owned by 
fome bad men : And own not a bad caufe for the good-
nefs of the Patrons of it. Judge' not of the Caufe by the 
perfons, when you fhouldjudgoftkeperfons by ihe Caufe. 

44- Tea, take the bad examples of religious men, to 
he one of your moft perilous temptations. aAnd there
fore labour to dif cover what are the fpecial fins of pro-, 
fjffours in the ageygu live in, that you may be fpecially 
fortified againft them. 

45. Defire the higheft degree of ho!inefs,and to be free 
from the Corruptions of the times-But affect not to be odd 
and fingular from ordinary Chrifilins in lawful things. 

46. When you have to do only with ftigmati^ed 
ftand'alous ones , to vindicate the honour of Chriftia* 
nity from their Scandal^ go as far fnm them as law* 
fully ycu can : But with the Common fort of Sinners, 
whofeConverfionyau are bound to feek, go not as far 
from them as you can; but purpofely ftudy to come *s 
near them as lawfully you may, that yeu may have the 
letter advantage to win them to the truth. 

47. Whenever you are avoiding any error forget not 
that there is a contrary extream to be avsided , of 
ivhichyou are not out of danger. 

4$.Think^more, and talk mire, of your faults and 
failings againft others ; efpecially agmnft Princes , 
CjHigiftrates and Paftors , than of their faults and 
failings ag iinft-you. 49* 



49. T*kf notice of all the good i» others which ap-
fcarcthi a n d talkerather of that behind their backs, 
than of their faults. 

50.Study the duty of inflrucling and exhorting , 
more than of reproof and finding fault. 

5 J . The mere you fuffer by Rulers or any men, the 
more be watchful, left you be tempted to difbonour them 5 
cr to withdraw or abate the Love which is their due. 

5 2. Make Confcience of heart-revenge\ and tonvtte-
revcnge, as weft at of hand-revenge. 

5 j . When you are exafperated by the hurt which 
you feel from M4giftrates , remember alfo the Good 

. nhtcb the Church receiveth by them. 
54. Learn to fuffer by good people, and by Mini-

jters^nd not only by ungodly people, or by M^iftrates. 
55. When you complain of violence and perfecu-

tion in others ; take heed left the fame inward vice 
vorl{ in you, by Church cruelties, and damning 
cenfures, againft them or others. Perfection and fe* 
faration often have the fame Caufe. 

56. Keepft ill in your eye, the State of all Chrifts 
Churches upon earth; that you may know what a people 
they are through the wtrld, whom Chrift hath Commu
nion with : and may not igmrantlyfeparate from almoft 
all the Church of Chrift, while you tbin&hat you fepa~ 
rate but from thofe about you. Queres about feparation. 

57. Tet let not any here cheat you by the bare names, 
and titles of Unity, to the papal ufurping head of the 
Church : nor muft you dream of any Head and Center 

Unity to the univerfal Church, hut Christ himfelf. 
5 8. Take heed of fuperflition, indifcreet zeal hath 

been the ufual beginner of fuperftition : Malignity in 
that age the fharpeft oppofer, for the Authors fake : 
Fomality in thenext age hath made a Religion of it 1 
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And then the zealous , who firft invented it, have 
turned moft againft it, for the fake of the Uft owners £ 
And thus the world hath turned round. Inft antes Uyd 
down of the fuperftition of Religious people in this age. ; 

59. i f through the fault of either fide , or hoth, 
you cannot meet together in the fame affemblies ; yet 
k^ep that Unity in faith, love and pratlice, which all 
neighbour Churches fhould maintain j %And ufenot 
your different affemblies to reviling, and deftroying 
Love and Peace. 

60. when the Love-killing fpirit, either cruel or 
dividing, is abroad among Chriftians 5 be not idle, nor 
dif cow aged Spetlaters • nor betray the Churches peace 
hylaz,ywifhes, But make it a great fart of your labour 
and Religion, to revive Love and 'Peace , and to de-
ftroy their contraries. And let no cenfures or contempt 
of any party take ym o f f : But account it as comfortable 
to be a Martyr for Love & Peace by blind Zealots 
or proud Ufurpers, as for the faith by Infidels or 
Heathens: And take the pleafingof God (whoever* 
difpleafed) for your full reward. 

The Additional Directions to the PaftdrsJ 

1. Let it be our firft care to know and do our own 
duty : And when we fee the peoples weahnefs and divi-
fionsy let us firft examine and judge our felves, and la
ment and reform our own neglect's. Minifters are the 
Caufe of moft divificns. 

2. It is needful to the peoples Edification and Con~ 
cord, that their Paftors much excel them, in knowledge 
and utterance , and alfo in prudence , holinefs , and 
heavenly mindtdnefs: that the reverence of their call' 
ings and per font may be prefttved V and the people 
taught by their Examples, * • 1 n* 



3-Inculcate ftill the neceffary conjunction of Holi-
neft and Peace ; and of the Love of God and Man: 
And that Love is their Holinefs it f e l f , and the fum of 
their Religion ; the End of faith, and the fulfilling^ 
the Law. And that as Love to God uniteth us to Him; 
fo Love to man mnft unite us to each othtr. And that all 
doctrine and practices which are againft Love and Uni
ty, are againft Qcd, againft Chrift, acainft the Spirit, 
tgatnft the Church, and againft Mankind, 

4 . I f others fhew their weaknefs by unwarrantable 
polarities or divifions, [hew not your greater weakr 
»ejs, by mpatience, And uncharitable cenfures or 
ujage ofthemiefpecially „hen felf-intereftprovoketbyou. 
„ *" HHfifotwen them that [Karate from the 
Hmverfal Churchy or from all the Orthodox and Re-
forme d parts of it; and thofe who only turn from the 
Msniftery of fome oneperfon or fort offerfas, without 
refftfing Communion with the reft. 

6. Diftinguifh between them who deny the Being of 
the Miniftry and Church from which they feparate i 
and thofe who remove only for their own Edification, as 
from a worfe or weaker Miniftry & a Church lefs pure* 

7. Dtflinguifh between thofe who hold it fimply un
lawful to have Communion with you : and thofe who mly 
bold it unlawful to prefer ymr affemblies before fuch as 
they thinly to be more pure, 

8. Remember Chrifts inter eft in the weakeft of his 
Servants-, and do nothing againft them which Chrift 
twill not take well, 

9. Diftinguifh between weaknefs of Gift's and of 
Graces : and remember that many who are weaker in 
the underftanding of Church-orders, may yet beftron-
ger in grace than you. 

iQ.rhink on the Common Calamity ofmankfndz 



Vf hat fl range difparity there is in mens under/land
ings, and will he : And how the Church here u a 
Hofpital of difeafed fouls; of whew none arc perfectly 
healed in this life. 

11 . DiftinguififtiU between thofe truths and duties! 
which are or are not of ncccflity : and between the 
tolerable and the intolerable errors. And never 
thinl^of a Common Unity and Concord, but upon the 
terms of neceflary points ; and of the primitive Sim
plicity ; and the forbearance o/ditfenters in tole
rable differences. 

12. Remember that the V eft oral Government is a 
nor^of Light and Love : And what thefe cannot do, 
we cannot do. Our great fiudy therefore muft be ftrfl to 
know more and to Love more than the people; and 
then to convince them by cogent evidence of truth * and 
t0naHJe t h e w a r m t i l ° f C H r L o v e « f d t by them, in 
all the parts of our miniftration and converfe : As the 
warmth of the Mothers milk is needful to the pood nu
tation of the Child The Hiflory of Martin. 

13. Whenyou fee many evils „hich Uve and evi
dence will leave uncured ; yet do not rejeSt this way, 
till you have found one that will better do the work, and 
•with fewer inconveniences. 

14. When you reprove thofe wea{ Chr'iflians, >who 
arejubjeil to errors, diforders and divifons; refiecl 
not any dif grace upon piety it felf • but be the more care
ful to proclaim the honour of Godlhefs , and true Con-
fcientious (trittnefs, Uf the ungodly take occafnn to 
defpife it, by hearing of the faults of futh as are ac
counted the z,e4oufeft profeffors of it. 

15. Dif:ourage not the people from fo much of Reli
gious exercifes, in their families, and with one ano
ther 7 as is meet for them in their private fictions. 

16. $e~ 



16. Be not wanting in abilities , natchfulnefs and 
diligence, to rejift Seducers by the evidence of truths 
that there may be no need of other weapons: And quench 
the [parks among the people, before they break out into 
flames. 

17. Be not grange to the poor ones of jour flocks 5 
hut impartial to all; and the fervants of all : Mind 
not high things, but condescend to men of low eft ate. 

18. Spend and be [pent for your peoples good, 'Do all 
the good that yon are able for their bodies, as well as for 
their fouls. And thinly nothing that you1 have too dear 
to win them, that they may fee that you are truely fa
thers to them^and that their welfare is your chief eft care. 

19. Keep up the reverence of the- ancient and expe
rienced fort of Chriftians; and teach the ysungef what 
honour they owe to them that are their Elders in age and 
grace : For whileft the Elder who are ufuallj foler 
and peaceable, are duly revetenced , the heat of rafh 
and giddy youth, will be the better kept in order. 

20. Neither neglect your interefl in the Religious 
per font ofyour charge , lefl youlofe your power to do 
them good; Nor yd be fo tender of it, as to depart 
from fober principles or wayes to pleafe them : Make 
them not your Rulers ; nor follow them into any exnrhi-
tanciesjo get their lovejr to efcape any of their cenfuresi 

21 . Lit not the Tailors contend among themfelves t 
efpecially through envy against any whom the people 
moft efteem. A reproof of igmrant, pievifh, backbiting* 
qxarrclfome Minifters. 

21. Study our gnu pattern of Love and tendernefs, 
metknefs and patience : and all thofe ttxts which com
mend thtfe virtues; till they are digefted into a nature 
inytt, that healing virtue may gofrom you, as wafi-
ino fire proceedeth from the incendiaries. The Texts 
recited.* i D IRECTIONS 
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D I R E C T I O N S 

F O R 

V V e a k C h r i f t i a n s ; 

H o w they may efcape the t roub l ing , d i v i 
ding and endangering o f the C h u r c h b y ' 

their Errours in Do&rine, W o r f h i p , and 
Church-Communion. 

IF we had never been warned by the Hiftory 
ot the Sacred Scripture, or of the former 
Ages of the Church, yet our experience i i f 
thisprefcnt Age is enough to tell both us and 

our Poftenty, how great perturbations, and cala-
nnces m a y t 0 t h e chnrshof Chrif t , by the 
rmicarriages of the more zealous ProfefforS of Re-
ligion! and now great a hinderance fuch may 
prove to the pTofperity of the Gofpel ; to the 
Love and Unity of .Chriftians ; to the Reforma* . 
t ioni and holy order of the Congregations, and 
to all thofe good ends which are.deiired by them-
felves. How great a diftonojir they may prove 
to the Ckriftianham, and what occasions of har
dening the wicked in their contempt o- 6cdlinefsr 

to their everiafting mine, and the .fufferings of , 
AsAt*ers. D T k r e -



a Reverence the Elder Chrifthns. 

Therefore feeing the peace and welfare of the 
Church, is much more valuabler than the peace 
and welfare of an individual foul, as I have D i 
rected you how to efcape your own dijlurbance and 
undoing, fo I think i t as neceffary to direct you? 
how to efcape being the Plagues and difturbers of 
the Church, and the inftruments of Satan in ref i -
ftirrg the Gofpel, and deftroying others. And you 
fhourd be the more willing to hear me in this al-
fo, becaufe by hurting ochers you hurt your felves, 
and by wronging the Church of God, you crofs 
your own defires and ends f i f you are Chriftians 
indeed ; ) and by doing good to others, and fur
thering the caufe of Godlinefs and Chriftianity, 
you do good to your felves and further your own-
Cofolation and Salvation. 

D I R E C T . I . 

FI r f t , obferve this General dire&ion ; fee that 
you for get not the great difference between Novi

ces and experienced Chrifiians ; between the babes and 
tbvfe at fnll age ; between the weak and the ftrong in 
grace: Level them not in ytur eftimation. I t is 
not for nothing that the Spirit of God in Scri
pture maketh fo great a difference between them, 
as you may read in tHeb. j . 11,12, 13, 14? & 

1,2, 1 Tim* 3. 6. 1 John 1.12, 13, 14* There 
are bales, fhoug men, and fathers among Chnf t i -
ans. There are forrc that are dull of hearing, and 
have need of milk, and are unship in the word of 
righteoufnefs, and muft he taught the principles; and 
there are others whoan digeft Prong mtat> *ko by 
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Duty to the Elder. 

re^inoiUfe, have their fenfes exereifedto dijcern 
both pod and evil. Novices muft not be made Pa
ftors of the Church. I t is not for nothing that the 
Tonnger are fo often commanded reverence and 
^bmiiTion to the Elder ; and that the Paftors and 
governors of the Church, are ufuaily called by 
the name of Elders; becaufe i t was fappofed that 
the elder fort were the moft experienced and wife, 
and therefore Paftors and Rulers were to be cho-
fen out of them. And why is i t tharchildren muft 
io much honour their fathers and mothers, and 
muft be governed by them ? it is not meerly l>e-
caufe generation giveth the Parents a propriety i n 
tneir children : For God wouldnut hzvcfdlly to 
oe the governourof mfdom* upon pretenfe of 
luch propriety : But it is alfo becaufe that i t muft 
° r ~ l " a r , | y b e f uPP°fe<* that Infants are ignorant, . 
and Parents have underftandiDg, and are fit to be 
cneir Teachers, a s having had longer time and helps 
jo learn, and more experience to make their know-
ledge clear and firm. Ifche young and unexperi
enced were ordinarily a$ wife as the aged or ma
ture, why are not children made governors of 
their Parents, or at leaft commanded to inftrue* 
and teach them, as ordinarily as Parents rauft do 
I rTuC i d r e n ? T i l e L o r d J c f u s ^imfelf would 

c- 3 u r ° h i s m o t h e r i n d reputed father in his 
Child-hood. L^e a. 5 1 . Can there be a \\yt\iti 
convi&ibn of the arrogancy of thofe novices,' 
who proudly fleight the judgments of their e l 
ders, as prefuming groundlefly that they are wifer 
than they ? Yea Chrif t would not enter upon his « 
|)ubhck Mit i i f t ry or Office, t i l l he was about thirty 
yearsot age. L*kf3~ He is blind that per-
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4 The perilUf the Church 

cciveth not in this example, a moft notorious 
Condemnation of the pride of thefe that run with 
the fhell on their head into the Miniftery, or that 
h?ften to be Teachers of others, before they have 
had time or means to learn ; and that deride ©r 
vilifie the judgments of the aged, who differ from 
their conceits, before they underftard the things 
in which they are fo confident. I t was thought a 
geed anfwer, in John g, it*. {He is of age, as^ 
km f ] But they that are under age now think their, 
vie ids to be thewifeft, becaufe they are the bold-
eft and the fierceft. The old were wont to bleff 
the yourg, and now the young deride the old. I t 
is the character of a truculent people Deut.2%. 50. 
thittkey regard not the perfon of the old : that is, 
They reverence not their age. How many vehe
ment commands are there in Solomons Proverbs 
to the younger fort, to hearken to the counfel of 
their Parents ? The contrary was the ruine of 
Eli's fons; and the fhame of Samuels, I Sam.8.1 > 
5. Was Rehohostm unwife in for faking the counfel 
ofthe aged, and harkning to the young and rafh ? 
And are thofe people Wife that in the Myfteries cf 
Salvation, will prefer the vehement paffions of 
a novice, before the weli-fetled judgment of the 
experienced aged Minifters ? I know that the old 
are too oft ignorant, and that wifdom doth not al
ways increafe with age: But I know withall, that 

" ;fChi!dren are never fit to be the Teachers cf the 
Church 5 And that old men maykfodijb, but too 
ycurg merTare never wife enough fo r fo high a 
work. We are not now considering 5 w ^ a t m f y 
fall out rai elyas a wonder, but what is ordinarily 
to be expected. 

/ M o f t 



by young Chrifliam. 

Moft of the Churches confuhons and divmcns, 
hive been caufed by the younger fort of Chr i f t i 
ans : Who are in the heat oftheir zeal, and the 
infancy of underftanding: Who have affsttion e-
nough to make them drive on, but hare not judge*, 
wtm enough to know the way* None are fo 
perce and ralh in condemning the things and per
sons which they tmderftand nor, and in raifing 
clamours againft all that are wifetr and foberer 
than they. I f they once take a thing to be a fin 
which is no fin, or a duty which is no duty, there-
isnoperfon, no Mini f te r , no Magiftrate, who 
nath age, or wifdom or piety enough, tofave them 
from the injuriesot juvenile temerity, i f they do 
•not think and fpeak and do according to their, 
green and raw conceits. 

Remember therefore to be always fenfible of 
xhQ great difadvantages of youth, and to prefei ve 
mat reverence for-experienced a ^ which God in 
future as well as in Scripture hath made their due. 

. I t time & labour were not neceflary to muurity of 
knowledge, why do you not torn another with 
your health, as well as a ftudyeu1 experienced Phv-
fician, and with your Ertates, as well as a ftudyed 
Lawyer? And why do not Sea-men truft a:iy" ci
ther, togovern the ftu'p, as well as an experienced 
Pilot ? Do you not fee that all men ordinarily -
are beft, at that which by long ft.idy they have 
made their profeflion. 

I know thofe that I have now to do with w i l l 
fay, that Divinity is not learnt by labour and mens * 
teaching, as other Sciences and Arts are', hut by the 
teaching of the [fir it of God : and therefore the young* 
eft mzy have as much of it as the eldeft, 
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II 

6 Knowledge mt get f %dienly} 

Anfw. There is fome truth and iomtfalfhood, 
and much confufion, in this obje&ion. I t is trne 
that the faving knowledge of Divinity, muft be 
taught by the Spirit of God : But i t is falfe that 
labour and humane teaching are not the means which 
muftbeufedby them, wftdwlH have the teaching 
c f the fp i r i t . And the objection confound eth , 
I . The [pints teachings by indhingthe Scripture, 
with the fpirits teaching us the meaning of the Scri
pture. 2 And i t confoundeth the common £*ow-
hdge of Divinity, with the faving knowledge of ih 
fto man commcth to a common knowledge, fit for a 
Teacher of others, without the [pints teaching us 
by the Scripture: For that was the f t r f t part of the 
fpirits teaching us, to infpire the Prophets and A -
poftlesto deliver a teachingWord to the Church, 
by which \vtmi%ht all be taught of through all 
generations. But many men have excellent com
mon knowledge, by this word, and by the common 
help of the fp i r i t , without thatfpecial help which 
becetteth faving knowledge. Many prophefied 
and workt miracles in Chriftsname, who had ne 

knowledge of him, Mat.n.n,**. And 
Paul rejoyced that Chrifl was preached, even by them 
thatdidit of ftrife mdenvy, to add affittion tobts 
bonds: knowledge 
muft have a facial help of grace ; And they which 
had but ^ a c k n o w l e d g e , may by the fpni t 
have faving; "knowledge in a little time, by bnngwg 
i t to the blare, and making it clear, and lively and 
S&aual . But that may be a means of ftving 0-
thers, which favcth not the man that hith * 
And all knowledge r ^ t h u m e t f i d l ^ ^ 
obtain i t , though the Spirit giveth.it, and thou gh3 



but mn(t have time. 

i t may be fanctifyed to us in a l i t t le time. 
1. Confiderl prayyou,wky elfeit is>fihat God 

hath fo multiplied commands, to dig for i t as for 
Silver, and fearch for i t as a hidden treafure : to 
cry for Knowledge and l i f t up our voice for un-
derftanding.: to wait at the potts of wifdoms 
doors; to fearch the Scriptares and meditate in 
them day and night: Is not this fuch ftudy and 
labour as men ufe, to get understanding in other 
•kind of profeffions? Are not thefe the plain com
mands of God ? and are -they not their deceivers 
who contradict them. 

2. Is i t not a blafpheminj; of Gods fp i r i t , to 
•make i t the Patron of mens iioth and idlenefs, un
der pretenfe of magnifying grace ? When fo ma
ny Texts command us diligence, and flothfulnefs 
is fo great a fin? And none are fo forward to 
preach as thefe fame men that cry down mens 
teaching. 

J. W h y hath God fetled a Teaching Office in 
his Church, and commandeth all to attend and 
•hear and learn; i f wearctaught by the Spirit 
without mans help ? Why were the Apoftles fent 
out into all the world ? And why are they com
manded to reach all Nations, and to teach the 
•Church all that Chrirt commanded them ? and 
why doth he promife to be with them to the end 
of the world ? but that this is the way of the Spi
rits teaching, to teach thofe firft who are our out
ward teachers, and then to help us to underftand 
them f And thofe are taught of God, who are 
taught by thofe who are fent of God to be their 
teachers, and have the inward concurrence of his 
grace. 
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