—

and Place which:they live in. ‘When had
we ever greater Temptations to-Love-kill-
ing principles and practices than now , €x-

~ ceptin the times of the miferable Wars'?

I need ‘not name them to you. The harder

itis'for men’to-Liove them that hate them, = :

that  cenfute’ them umjuftly , that revile
them, and reproach them, and make them
odious; - or that hare them, the more caufe
have:Minifters and-all Chriftidns to f{er a
double watchupon their Love; Left before
thiey are aware ,-a! flaming-and confuming
zeal, do'tell others that they know not what
man#or of Spirit they are of, Luk. 9. 55
“9% Yea 1t-is;not only a'time of great
Tempration to this-fin,but of commzon guilt :
They are malticudes that are overtaken al-
ready: with this:fin, Is not the Land ina-
continual beart war 2. Are there: not parties
againf parties;  and caufe againtt canfe, and
heart-rifings ,>and - paffions, and cenfurings
of Diflenters, to fay no worle ¢ Andis it
not time to- bring water when we fee the
ﬂa‘mes? FTESL VRN ¢ e ’
10, AndT perceive few know fo heinous
a fintobeany fin ar 44 5 But all fa&tions and
parties are ftull juifying their Love-killing =
wayes, and reproaching thofe whom they
have wrongeds Asif whenthey have fin-
fully withdrawn their Love from them, 1t
57 were
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were no crime to take away next, thei
good names , and all that they have but
power to take away, Andwhen they have:
caft their brethren out of their ¢ffrmation.
and affeition, they thinkita piece of com-
mendable zeal or juftice, toicaft-them lous:
of Chriftidn communion, and if they conld,
outof the Land and of the world, And
}haill /Miniﬁers ftand by 5 and fee men take
uch fin for duty, and [erwe God by abu
hisServants, aynd .loakf for a?umzﬂ-*v fdx‘*ﬁgf
?idiyg and: pulling dmvu his, Gh-urch,,- aﬂﬁ
never tell them what they ate doing,. ., |-
- 11.. And. the old Non-conformifts who.
wrote fo much againft feparation, were

 meither blind nor temporizersi They faw the

danger on that fide, - Even Brightman. oy
Rew. that writech againft the - Prelacy, and
Leremonies, feverely reprehendethithe fe-
paratifts. R ¢ad but the writings of MrFohs
Pagesy Mry . Fohns Ball,  Mr, Hilde.r!bam'j
Mr. Bragfliaw 5 Mt, Baines Mr, Rathband,,
and many {uch others againft the feparatifts
of thofe times, and you may learn that.oup
Lightis not greater, but lefs than theirs; and
that we {ee not further into that caufe than
they did ; and that change of times doth
not change the truth ; nor will warrane us
tochange our Religion,uale(s we will make
aur Religion fubject go the wills and in&e-,
’ refts
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refts of men , and change it as oft as the
times fhall change, 4

12, Lattly, if your friends tell you not of
your faults and errours in Lowe, thofe whom
you account your ememies will do it in
wrath, And though all {ober Chriftians
thould learn by the kecneft rebukes of their
Adver(aries, yet paffionand prejudice ma-
keth it (o difficult, that it ufually hardeneth
men more in their fin: And thisis another
thing, which caufeth me the more to abhor
divifion, and tolong for the reconciling of
the minds of all diffenting Chriftians; Be-
caufe while they rake each other for adver-
faries, nothing thatis written or f2id by any

- 18 like to do the Adverfaries any good, Nay

I muft confefs when I fee an adverfary tell
men of their fin, efpecially with furious
fpleenand wrath, mixing together words
and f{words, I am greatly afraid, leftby thae
temptation, Satan will draw the reproved to
impenitency, and greatly harden them in
their fin, and make chem glory in that as a
virtuey which fuch a perfon doth fo re-
prove. ~ o

- Butif you will neither hear of your fin
nor duty by adverfaries nor friends, by fair
fpeeches nor by foul, you faften the guile
upon your felves.  Remember I pray you,
that I am not kindline . fires, nor drawing
’ s Swords
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Swords againft yjoﬁ,nor ftirring up any todo.

you hurt, but only perfwading all diflen-
ters to love one another, and to forbear but
all that is contrary to love, And if fuch an
exhortation and advice feem injurious or in-

ollerable to you, the Lord have mercy on

your Souls. it

111, And now without a {pirit of Pro-
phecy 5 I will foretel what entertainment
this Paper muft expect,

" T. Some on the one fide ,Will'{ay;/ Icis

fhasper and rounder dealing than all this,
that muft cure the Schifmes in the Church:
And:f you would heal our Divifions, why
doyounot conform your felf, but ftand
out as one of the party that divideth 7

2. Some on the other fide will fay, that
itis an unfeafonable time, when {o much
anger 1s breaking forth againft thofe that we
account Dividers, to mention their faults,
and foto ftir up more. I will give thefe
men 10 other anfwer, than to bid them read

the laft part of this Book; or elfe do not”

talk till they know of what., _
3. And fome will fay that T am doing

that which will provea hurt 16 my felf and
others. - For if I fhould draw the People to’

Communion with the Conformifts, there
would little compaffion be {hewed ta the

Minifters that cannot conform. But g{l};

Y. s



- fith wif{dome muft be fhut out of the Coun- =
cil, when we are ¢confulting about the heal-
ing of the Churches, and the good of Souls.
And indeed there is little danger of this
confequence, aslong as the people are far
more averfe to Communion or Concord
with the Parifh-Churches, than the Nan-
conforming Minifters are. But fuppofe it
prove true,fhould we not do good to Souls,
and {ave men from fin, and heal divifions, at
the deareft rate ¢ What though it coft us
more than is here mentioned ; The reviving
of decayed Love, and the clofure of any of
the Churches wounds, is a recompence
| worth our liberties and lives, :
@ 4. And thofe that are moft guilty of the
7 Love-kﬂling_ principles here deteted, and
? 9 are moft eminent in felf-conceited ignorances
will do by me and by this book, according
: to their Principles, and as they ufe to doby
others, Before they have foberly read it
over, they will carry about the Se¢tarian re-
ports of it from hand to hand; And when
one hath (aid it, the reft will affirm it, that
~ [I'have clawed with one party,and have gir-
ded at the other, and bave fought to make

them odious by bringing them under theres

proach of Separation, and of cenfuring and -
avoiding the ungodly; and that being luke-
warm my {clf; and 2 complyer with fio, lcli

L WO




would have all others dofo too: And that
 thefe Reconcilers are neither fleth nor fith,
- and atrempt impoffibilities, €vento recon-
cile Light and darknefs, Chrift and Belial 5
And that for the fake of Peace we would
fell the Truch, and would let in Chyrch-
corruptions out of an over-eager defire of
 Agreement: And when they have all done,
’ neicher party will regard them, but they
fhall fare worfe than any otherss and wil}
lofe both fides,whileft they are for neither, ]
I know it is the nature of the difeafe which
Iam curing, tofend forth fuch - breath and
{cents as thefe ; And I intend not to beftow
a word to anfwer them, :

5. And fome of the wife and fober Mi-
nifters, who mark more the inconveniences
of ane fideythan of the other,and look more
L0 outward occurrences, than to the Rule, and
10 the inward ftate of Souls efpecially
fuch as have not feen, the times and things
that [ have feen, will think thae though all
this be true, it is unfealonable, and may give
advantage to {uch as love not Reformation.
And to them I fhall return this anfwer.
1. Thatif we ftay feven years more for a
feafonable time, to oppofe the radical fin of
" uncharitablenefs, we may be inour graves,
and the finners in their graves, and the fin
may be multiplied and rootedpatt all _hoptq"
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of remedy. - And why may you not as well
ftay feven years more, for a {eafonable time,

to Preach down all other fins as well as thisz

Is this the leaft malignant, or leaft dange-

rous fin 2 9. There was never a more {ea-

fonable time to tell menof their fin, than

when the temptation to it is the greateft 5
when ic is moft growing and multiplying,
among us; When God hath been fo hei-
noufly difhonouted by it; when the world
dothring of it 5 when many Volumes re-
Proach them for it; And when the fenfual

- and ungodly are hardened by it in their

fcorn of godlinefs, to the apparent peril of
their damnation : yea more, to tern our
complaints from onr Law-givers upon our
clves. Ttis want of Lowvey and it is Dividing
principlesand pradices, that have. filenced
fo many Minifters, and brought us into alk
the confufions and calamities which we fee
and undergo, X

6. But there are many fincere and eonfi-
derate Minifters, who knowing this which

I fay to be true, will be the more excited by

it tolead the younger and pafiionate fort of

Religious people, mto the wayes of Love
and peace, and to fave them from the dan-
gers here detected, and perfivade them to
the pradtife of thefe Diretions, And for
. the ufe of thele I write this Book, VA 2
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And yet,to end as I began, I muft add
tl;efe notices, for your right ‘underftanding
Of 1L, . 1 :

1. That thisis not my firft attempe up-
on this work 5 bus the progrefs of what I
have been upon thefe three and twenty
years, About fifteen or fixteen ycars ago,
I preacht on the third Chapter of Samt .
Fames,ina larger and a clofer manner on this
Subje&, than here T write: becaufe the
times then called me toit, gk

a. Iperfwade no Chriftian to juftifie or
own the fins or the leaft defeéts of any
Church, Minifter or People; in theit Wor-
fhip or in their lives,though I perfwade you
to Communion with the Churches, perfons
and worfhip-actions, which have many
fanlts: (For on Earth there is no perfon,
Church, of W orfhip fanltlefs, and without
corruption.) 1 juftifie not the faults of my
own daily Prayers, and yet I never pray
without them.

3. Tam not perfiwading Minifters to any
wnwife and unfeafonable Preaching, agatnit
the dividing Principles of the weak, when
the neceflities of the Auditory more require
other Dodrine 5 (Much lefs to- exafpera-
ting raitings and inve@ives; And Jeaftof all
to wrathful violence). But only with pru-

dence, iafeafonand with Love and geml;:;
nelsy




= nefs , tolead meninto the truth. : If even

‘with Infidels arid Hereticks , the Servant of
ihe Lord muft nos firive., but be gemle to all
men 5 aps to teach 5 patientyin meeknefs infiru-
cting thofe that oppofe themfelves, /i/ God, per-
adventure will qive them repentance tothe
acknowledging of the truth, 2 Tim. 3, 24, 25.

s How much more muft the Children of

- Gods family be ofed with Loveand tender-
nefs, But if the fiercenefs of any contradict
 What I fay, [ only add, that it is not an un-
. experienced perfon that fpeaketh it , but
f one who through the mercy of God, hith
g loqg kept a numerous flock in Love and
* Uity and peace by fuch like meanss and
- hath (een the lamentable effects of the con-
trary way. ’
- 4. While I fay fo muchin this Treatife
- agaalt the rafh cenfuring of ethers, 1give
youw not the rule for mens cenfuring of
themfelves :+ They know more by them-
felves : They may fearch into the depth of
their hearts and intentions , which we can-
not do, They are allowed to be more
fufpicious & cenforious of themfelves, than

i ofany others + It more concerneth them :

And they have more to do with them-

., felves; and may be bolder with themfelves.

We judg others in order to vifible Church-
~ Communion by vifible and publick evi-
: ] c

dengce. .
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f : ‘dence. ‘Butin’order to their preparation for
' the judgment of God, we maft dire&t
~ them to judge themfelves according to the
/ trath inthe mward parts.

5. While I draw you to peace and nio-
deration towards others, I defire not to
quench theleaft degree of Chriftian zeals
Nay I'endeavour to kill that which would

kill it.  ‘The parified pecaliar people of the
‘Redeemer are zealous , but ef what? not
to confume and defiroy one another, nor
‘to hate and flye from one another 5 nor to
vilifie and backbite one another 5 but they
are zealous of good works : And Paul will
tell you what are go0d worksy Gal, 5.22,33.

? Loves joy, peace, long-[uffering o gentlenes
goodnefs, fasth, mecknefs, semperance : Be

zealous in Loving all Chriftians as Chri-

: . fHaos, and all men as men: Be zealous for
Peace : If it be poffible, as mwch as in you
byerbylive peaceably with all men,Rom.12.18.
Be zealoufly patient, gentle, good, meek,
~temperate, And the works of the flefh are--
batvedy vaviance , emulation, wrath frife,
fedition, herefies : A zeal for thefeis earthly
fenfual and dewilify  as Fames tellethyou,
And remembér that the word which is |
: tranflated there [Envy} is [ Zeal] in the
i Original : Butour rranflators were afraid,

left the prophane would. have miftaken u.,é
! s : S l
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If they haa tranflated 1c [ Zcar] ver, 16,
where zeal and ffrife & (thatis, a friving
contentiotls zeal) there i confufion and every
evid work.] If you believe this , how dare

confufion and cvery evil work ?

. 6.1 will conclude with the repetition of
one thing delivered in this Treatife; that
among all the reft, two feparating dividing
Principles  will never give peace to the
Church where they prevail; The one is;

Church Memberfbsp and Cemmunion, with
their Ticle to Juftification and Salvation.
The other is, the Impafing of new serms and =
t3tles of Vifible memberfhip and Commu-
nion; and rejeding the fufficiency of the
serms and tirle of Chrifts appointment.Chrift
hath folemnly and ‘purpofely made the
Baprifinal Covenanting with him , to be the
serms and title to Church memberfhip and
(;o;pmunioﬁ; And the ewning of this [fame
Covenant is the {ufficienr Title of the
adult. And the Impofers that come after;
and require another kind of evidence of
Converfion, o Sané&tification than this,
doconfound the Church, and enflame the

bat make as various serms and tisles, as there
are various degrees of wifdome and Cha-

you blame mie for writing to fave you from

the confounding ‘mens Title to wifible =

people, and leave no certain way of tryal , -

C 2 Iitya"
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rity, and various opinions, in the Paftors
(yea in all the people to whom they allow
the judgement of fuch Caufes) in the fc-
veral Churches, Inthis point, the fober
Anabaptifts feem to come nearer the truth
than they, '

Iadd no more, but Chrifts conclufion,
that 2 hoafe or Kingdom divided againftic |
felf cannot ftand; The Book it felt was
writtennear two years ago 3 but this Pre.
face, Feb,2.1669.

et i

AN




( _— ”‘“ ——
i 85E3583000000300000008

ABSTRACT

OF THE

DIREGTIONS.

Orget not the difference between the yownger \
& foreof Chriftians, and the Elder, The pe- ol
vil of the Church from ]Wic briffians, £rant bo bk g% G Shdy - x |

& HApags
a 2. Obferve the fecret workings of fpiritnal prideyand g, 4 ey b
0w deep rooted and odiows afin it %5, and what fpnial;’gj" g 55

- wemprarionscoity the younger and emptier fors of Chri=ares©
{tians bave.

3« Ouervalue not the Common gift of untteramce,
aor abigh profeffion, as if grace were appropriated to
[uch alone, who are 10 be called Profeffors, : = |

4+ Affell nor tobe made eminent and confpickons ip mehony coford:
balinefs, by tanding az & fursher diffance from com-
mon Chriftians, than God would bave yo. Seprio= Po= 4 ol e SN

S Xnderftand the trys difference berween the g WY CD fyocifles Sod £y
asVifible and as Regenerate or myftical 5 and the ft-“@ﬁé’l}“’ ) 6ok
veral qualifications of the Memberse Wzﬂt Scandals ::i“:l'd F
were inthe primitive Chyrches, in Scripture times.

" 6. Underftand well the different Condisions and

terms of Communion with the Charch as myftical and

_ % vifible, and the different priviledges of she members :

 that you may nos prefume to impsfe any Gonditions
C ~
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which God bath not impofed 5 nor mnjuftly gradge at
the prefence of thofe that are not fincere, ' .
. Gretl®e and deep apprehenfions of the neceffity
and reafonsof Chriftian Unity and Concord ; and of:
the fin and mifery of divifions and difcord : what Scripe
“twre [aith berein, el '

8. When dny thing meedeth amendment in the
Clurck, the beft Chriffians’ muf? be ‘the forswardeft to
Reform o and the backwardel? 1o divids “ov that pre-
tence. 2 ‘ ;

9. Forget pot. the gress differénce between ; thé
Chisrches cafting ot the ipenitent 5 and the Godlyes
[eparating from che (Church is [elf, becanfe the wicked
arenot caft ont.  Thefirft is agreardury : the fecond,
ufnally u.’grehzt}ﬁn. Lutherscafe, & 'salis

xO. Expelt not that any one la;;fhllj received into

~ the Church by Baptifm, [bould be caf out of ityor denyed

P? priviledges of the Church , bst according o the
vi'es of Chriftian difcipline, by the power of the Keys
that is, for obffinate impenitency in a grofs or fcanda~
Towt finy wpon proof 5 and after (ufficient private and
publick admonition, 4 TR P

XX Znderfand what the Power of she Keys 15, and
swhat the Paftcrs office is 5 as they are the Governonrs
of the (hurch, entraffed by (hrift with the power of
admiffion and rejeltion = that [0 yis may know bo far
504 are to reff in the Paftors judgment | and may not
#furp anypareof sheir offce 10 yourfolvess, s o5,
- Y23, Studyyell Chriffs gracisies nature and office 5
and bis great readines to receive the weakgF thar comse
so bim 5 that o yor may defire a Church difcipling
Agreeable to'the Gofpel, : ! g

13 Yetleft you ran into the worfe exiream, remens
ber [Fill vhat the deftroying of fin | and the fanclifying
GO T Ll il s ol : S




g ofmanto God, was the work of our Redeemer : And
. that Holinefs and Peace muff go together : And thas
onr own Church-order and difcipline s maft be [ubfer-
wient 10 the inward [piritnalicy and profperity of the
- Church-regenerate ;. dnd no [uch favour muft be
- {hyd tofinners ai favonreth finy and hindereth \Ho-
- linefs. SORSER A ‘ :
L 4. Thongh your Governonrs are..the Tuiges y whae
Perfons fhall “be' of your publick=Church-Communion s
Yetitss you that muft jndge who ave fit or unfit for y <ot
private familiarisy. o A
X5. Underftand bow much it hah pleafed God 1o
Lay all mens bappinefs or mifery upon their own choice's
- And feck not to alter this order of God.
- X6. Though the profeffion of Chriftianity which en=

titleth men to Church-C ommuanion, muft be credible 3

§. Yetremember that there are varions degyees of Credi-

bility - And thas eve Profeffion which is not proved
: fé’llﬂ', % credible in fug P dii{{e as mauft be nc_cepﬁed by.
me Church. 'l onteh Ly LR
37. Know bow far it is that either Grace or Gifts
areneceffary s a Miniftery thas yon may give to both
their due, : ' : L
8. Underfiand sell the nece[fity of your Commue
nion with al] the Hniverfal Church, and wherein it
confifterh § and oy farit is to be preferred belore your
Communion witb any particalar Church. =
49, Engage not your Selves too far in any divided
Seity and efpoufe not the intereft of any party of (hri=
Fians, tothe negleét or injary of the aniverfal Church,
andthe Chriftian Canfe. ' : !
. 20. Bevery [ufpicions of your Religions paffions, #nd
carefully diftinguifb between a found and finful zeal 5
leaft you father your fin on the Spiris of God, and -
; : : Cg4 " think,
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3‘}*"& 308 pleafe bim more when yon most offind
i -2 R % .
2%, Lend not.apatient car to backbiters 5 wor ha-.
{:jlygfliw' vhe wmoft religious peoples when shey fpea il
others. : :
22, Make noryour felves jadges of other mens a-
Etions 5 mnch lefs of their fBasey before you have a Call "
or before y0u have [ufficient knowledge of the perfon and
¢f the Cafe. < %
<. 23, Miftake not the nasture of the fin of Scandal; ws
ifit mere the bare difpleafing of another ywhen is 4 the '
Laying of 4 ftumsbling-block or occafion of finning before
ABIDER, v vty = P

24. Make ConfCience of Seandlizing one party &
well 4 anoiher : and thofe oty who are moff in danger
byyoar offences e 7

25, Be not over tender of your veputation wish any
fort of men on earth : nur tog impatient of their difﬂfdv
fure, cenfuresor contemps,  But live absve thew.

26. Ufe not your felves ( needlefly) to the familiar
aompany of thar fors of (hriftians, who ufe to cenfure
themthar are more fober, Carholick and charitable than
themfelves : Wnlefs you be as much or muore, with the
foberer fore, whowill [bew you the fin and mifchief of
Love-killing principles and divifions. :

27, Take beed of mifiudging of the anfwers of your
prayers, and of taking thofe things o Le from Gody |
which are bur the ffelts of your prejudice , paffion or |
weaknefs of underftanding. -~ = : - i
" 28. Do nat too much reverence the vevelations im- '
pulfes or moft confident opinions of any athers upon the
scoctant of their finceriry or bolinefs 5 but try all jadi-
siwnfy and [oberly by the word of God,

a9, Takg




2.9, Take beed leaft the trouble of your own difguiet=
ed dowbting minds, do become a [nare , t0 draw you
30 fome uncouth way of Cure 3 and [amake she fancy of
Jome new opinion , [oit or praéhice 5 to foem your remie~
dy, and give yoy eafe 5 andfoper[wade you that it
thecertaintwuth, ‘ :

" 30 Keep in the rank of 4 humble difciple vr Learner
in Chrifts Charchy till you mre fit and called 8o he Ted=
sbexs your felues, . ‘

3.1 Grow ap in the great [ubffantial praftical traths
and duties; and grow downmards in the reoss of aclearer
bolicf of the Word of God, and the life ta comss 2 And
meitber begin too foon with dowbtful opinions 5 nor-auer.
kay 100 mawsh npan them, g

32.Lay net a greater firefs upon your different words
and manaer of prayer , than Ged hath laid : dnd

rake beed of Joorning , reproaching or flighting, ;the

nords and manner of other mens worfbip , when it %
fush 4 God accepteth froms the fincere, Where the (4fe
abost forms of prayer #s bandled. "
33 When yonare fure vhas other mens way of wor=
fhip 25 finful 5 yer make it not any ahers or greater fin,
than indaed. it 1 3 and fpeak not evil of fo mench in it
4 good : And flander not God 4 a hater or rejelter of
all mens Services which are mixt with infirmities 3 or
as apartial hater of the infirmities of others 5 and nos
yours, :
34 Thinkner tha all i snlanfully obeyed, which &
unlawfully commanded, ‘ ’
35. Think uot that you are guilsy of all the favlts of
ather mens worfbip with whom you joyn 3 mo mot of the

Minifters or Congregations : Nor that youare biwnd to

[eperase from allhe worfbip which is faultily performe
¢d 3 For then there muft be no (hurch-Communion
R et : pin
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. nd impofed forms.
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apon Earth. Where ts moye abous exigmparary prayer

'36.Yer kow what Raftors and Chuych-Communion
yonmay joyn with, andwhatnot: And think not that
Lam perfnading you to make no difference. b
37~ In yonr judging of Difcipline, reformation and
any means of the Charehes good 5 be fure your eye be

"~ dpon the trae End 5 and upon the particular Ruley and

Bot on gitber of thems alone. Take not that for a means
which 3 either contrary to the Word of God 5 orisin
itsnacure deftrultive of the end. 13 B i .

38. Neglett not anytrath of God s muchlefs re-
Bonsnee ity or denyit, But yet donot take ‘it far your
duty to publifb ally which yos judge 3o be tryrh 3 nor 4
finvofilence many leffer traths s when the Churches
peace and welfare doth reguire i, g

3G: Know which are the Great duties of 4 Chriftian

¢ life, and wherein the nurnre of true Religion doth con.-
Sff s And :bm'Zrmml nor any leffer duy 5 againfp.

thefe greater 5 though the leaft whenir isjndeed a duty,
25 not te be denyed or neglelled. . ’

40- Labour for 4 foand judgement to kmow * gosd
from evil, leaft you trouble your felves and others by
miftakes = Forfake not the guidance of 4 judicions
Teachery nor the Company of the agrecing generality of
the Gedly, : ‘ 1 '

41, Lt not thebare fervonr of a Preacher , or the
Tondne(s of hea voice s or affetionate mreerance, draw
youtoo far to admire or follow bim, withont a proporrion
of folid mnderffanding and judicionfnefs.

4. Your belief of the neceflary Articles of faithy
miuff be made your own, and not taken meerly on the
Autbority of any. Andin all prints.of belief or pra-
Etice, which are neceffaryto Salvation, yon muf? e/_(wn
\ eep
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3
keep company with she Univer(al Church : For it were
mopche Church y ifirerred in thofe. And inmarters.
of Peace and Concord the majo: vote maff be your
guide. In matters of bumane obedience your Governowrs
mnft be your guides, - gnid in masters of high and diffi-
cule fpcculation,’ the judgmient of one man of extra-
ordinary underftanding , s to be preferred before the
Rulers, and the major Vote. e
43« Reject not 4 good caufe, becasfe it 46 owned by
Jomebad men ;. Andown et 4 bad canfe for the good="
nefs of the Parrons of it. Fadge not of the Canfe by the
perfonsymhen you flhonld judg of the perfons by the Canfes
44 Teay take the bad examples of religions meny
beone of your waoft perillons temprations.  eAnd there-
fore labour to difcover what are the Ypécial fins of pro=.
feffonrs in the age you live iny  that you may be [pecially
foreified 4gain/§ thems, ' a8 '
45-Defire the higheft degree of holine[s,and tobe free.
frimthe C orruptions of the times: Bur affelt nos to be odd
and fingular from ordinary Chyiftians in Lawfsl things.
" 46. When yos have to do only with Jigmarized
Jeandalons ones , to vindicaie the bonour of Chriffias
nity from their Scandal, 00 as far from them as law= |
fully yencan : But with the €ommon [ort of Sinmerss
whofe Converfion you are bound. to feek, go mot a5 far
from them as you cany byt purpofely ftudy to come as
wear them as Lanfully yon may, thar you may bave t/Jf
better advantage towin them to the truth, g
 47.Wnenever yon are avoiding any error forger #ot
thatthere %5 4 contrary extream to be avoided 5 of
which you are %0t oat of danger. ' :
48, Thinkmore, andalk move, of your faul'ts and
failings againft others 5 efpecially againft Princes s
CMagiftrates and Paftorss than of their fanlts and
failings againff yom. . 48.T#ke




49. Take notice of all the gosd iw others which ap=
pearech 5 and talk rather of thar bebind sheir backs,
sban of sheir faults, ; '

50 Sw;; the duty of infiracting and exharting ,
mare than of reproof and finding fgulr. s
5 1. The more you fuffer by Ralers or any wen , the
more be watchful, left you be temspted to difbonour them 3
or to withdraw or abase the Love which 5 their due,
53+ Make Confcience of heart-revenge, and tomgue-
revenges @ well as of band-revenge. —
« 83 When you are exafperased by the bure which
304 feel from Magiftrases , remember alfo the Good

- which the Church receiveth by thems,

54+ Learn to [uffer by good people s and by AMini=
ferssand no only by uigodly peaple, or by Magiftyares.
55+ When you complain of violence and perfecu-
tion imothers ; take heed leff the Jame inward vice
work in you , by Church cruelities 5 and dimning
cenluces, againft them or athers. Perfecution and fem
paration often have the fame Cayfz, '
56, Keep flill in your eye, the State of alb Chrifis
Churches upon earth ; thas you may know whae 4 peaple

 they are through the werld, wham Chrift bath Commy-

nion with : and maynot ignorantly feparace from almofé
all the Church of Chrift, mhile you think tha you Jepa=
rate but {roms thofe abews you, Queres about feparasion.

§7. Yet let not any here chear you by the bare names
and titles of Unity, to the papal wfurping head of the
Church : nor muft you dream of any Head and Center
of Unity to the aniver[al Church, buz Christ bimfelf.
_ §8.Take heed of [wperfiition 5 indifereer zeal hath
beenthe sfual beginner of [uperfhition '+ Malignity in
tha: age the [barpeff oppofer, for the Authorsfake :
Eormality in thewext age bash made a Religion of it :
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And then the zealons , who firft invented it o bave
turned moft againft it , for the fake of the loft owners 5
And thus the world barh tarned round. Inflances lay'd
dawn of the [uperflition of Religions people in this age. 2

$9- &f throngh the fanle of eirher fide 5 or both,
Yon cannot meet together in the fame affemblics 5 yet
keep that Unity in faith, love and praflice , which all
neighbonr Churches [bosld maintain 3 oAnd ufe nok
your different affemblies to veviling, and deftroying
Love and Peace.

60. #hen the Love-killing [pirit , either crudl or
dividing, is abroad among Chriftians 5 be not idles nor
difcouraged Spectators 3 nor betray the ((burches peace
bylazy wifbes, But make it a great pare of yowr labour
and Religiony to reviee Love and Peace 5 and to de-
Fraytheir contraries. And les no cenfures or contempe
of any party take you off : But account it as comforrable
tobe a’Martyr for Love & Peace by blind Zealots
or proud Ufurpers, s for the faith by Tnfidels or
Heathens :  And take the pleafing of God (whosver
difpleafed) for your full reward. : -

The Additioriel Dite@ions to the Paftors:

Yo Let it be our firff care to know and do our own

~ duty 2 And when we [ee the peoples weaknefs and divi-

fionsy letws firft examine and judge o;;;[elm;, and la-
ment_and reform our own neglels, Minifters arethe
Canfe of moft divifions. ‘ :

2, lt4 :mdgd to the peoples Edification and Cone.

cord, thas their Paftors much excel them, in kniwledge
and utterance , and alfo in pradence o holine[s 5 and
beavenly mindednefs 2 that the reverence of cheir call-
ings and perfiny may be preferved s and the people
tanghs by their Examples, ~2,In-

;fnﬂ/\. 5
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3« Inculcate fEill the neceflary comimntlion of Holi=
wefs and Peace 5 and of the Love of God sand Man -
And ther Love 3 their Holine(siz felf, and the fum of
their Religion 5 the End of faith,” and the {uifilling of

- the Law. Andthat as Love to God uniteth us to Him;
Jo Love to man muft anite us to each other. And thas all
doltrine and prattices which are againft Love and Uni-
vy, are againft God, againft Chrif?, againft the Spirity
againft the (hurch, and againft Mankind.

4 If others [bew theiy weakne[s by wnwarrantablé
fingularities or divifionsy fhew not Your greater weak-
:l;j: s by impatience ; and  uucharisalle cenfures or

age of them:efpecially when fel finteroft provokerh you.
.8+ Diftingui[b besween thens thay feparate from the
Univer[al Churchy o from all the Orthodox and Re-
formed parts of it 5 and thofe who ondy turn from the
Miniftery of [ome one perfom or fore of perfonss 5 wihout
refufing (ommunion with the reff; .

- 6. Diftingnifb between thems wha deny the Being of

the Miniftry and Church from which they [eparate 2

- and thofe why remuve onlyfor their own Edification, as
from a worfe or weaker Miniftry, & a Church lefs pure.

7 Diffinguifb berween thofe who hold it fimply un-
Aawful to have Communion with you : and thofe who enly
bold it wnlawfal to prefer your ffemblies before fuchs as
they think to be more pure. ;

8. Remember Chrifts intereff in the weakeft of bhis
Servantsy and do nothing againft them which Chriff
will not take well. : i :
9v Diftinguifb bétween weaknefs of Gifes and of
Graces s and remember that manywho are weaker in
the underftanding of Charcheorders, may yet be firon<
gerin grace than you, : .

- 10, Think o the Common Calamity of mankind

whip
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what firange difparity there. is in mens anderfrand
ings, and will be : And bow the Church here is.a
Hofpital of difeafed fonls 5 of whoms none are perfecily
healed in this life. : : :

L. Diftinguifb fill berween thofe truths and dusies;
which are or are nos of neceity : and between the
tolerable and the intolerable errors. And never
tbinkof 4 Common Unity and Concord 5 b npon the
terms of neceflary points ; amd of the primitive fim=
Plicity ; and the forbearance of diflencersin tole-
rable djfferences. : _

22. Remember that the Peftoral Government is 4
work of Light und Love : And what thele cannot.dog
We cannat do, Osur great ftudy therefore muft be frfl to
know more and 1o Love more than the people ; and
then to convinee thems by cogent evidence of truth 5 and
£0 canfe the warmth of sur Love fo be felt by them, in
all the bpam of owr miniftration and converfe : As the
warmth of the Mothers milk # needfal to the good nu-
trition of the (Child, Th, Hiftory of Martin,

13. When you Je¢ many evils which Love and evie

" dence will leave mncured 5 5ot do not rejed this way,
sill yon have found one that will bester do the work, and
with fewer inconveniences. : :
14. When you reprove thofe weak Chriftians, who
are [ubject to errors, difirders and divifions ; reflet
nor.any difgrace upon picty i Jelf : but bethe more care-
ful to proclaim the honour of Godlinefs 5 and true Con-
[cientious [F ’iﬁnt’/}', Left the ungodly take occafsin to
defpife ity by hearing of the falss of [uch as are ace
counted the zealonfe probﬁﬂbrs of it, . "
15. Difcoarage not the peaple from [o much of Reli-
gions exercifes, in their familiesy and with one ane-
sber, a5 v meqt for thews in their private ficzions-

}6' Bf.
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16. Be not wanting in abilities 5 watchfnlne(s and
diligence, torefift Seducers by the evidence of 1ruth 3
thas there may be no need of other weapons: And quench
the [parks amang the peqple, before they break ot into

17. Benot firange to ihe poor ones of your flocks §
! but impartial to all 5 andthe fervants of all : Mind
- mot high thingsy bat condefcind somen of low effare.

18. Spend and be [pent for your peoples goad, Ds all

the good that yon are able for their bodies, a5 well a3 for

, their fonls, And think nothing thar you bave too deir

& 20 win them, that they may fee that yon are tradly fa-

; thers to them,and that their welfare s yosir chie/eft care.

19. Keep up the reverence of the ancient and expe-

¢ vienced [ort of Chriffians 5 and teach the younge? what

} Bonour they owe to thems that ae their Eldersin age and

; grace : For whileft the Elder who are ufually [ober

! and peacealle, are duly reverenced 5 the kbeat of rafh
f
!

and giddy yosth, will be the bester kept in order.

20, Neither negle€ your intereft in the Religions
perfons of your charge s left you lofe your power todo
them good 5 Nor yzt be o render of it 5 as t0 depare

L from [ober principles or wayes vo pleafe them : Make
5 shens not yonr Ralers 5 nor follow them into any exirbi-
; sancies,to get their love,or to efcape any of their cenfuress
r

a2t. Let not the Pastors contend manég themfelves :
efpecially through envy against any whom the peiple

e mft efieems. A reproof of ignorant, pievifh, backbiring,

| guarrelfome Minifters. : 2

E 23. Stady our grear patrernof Love and tm'deme/.-f,

- mecknefs and pasience : and all tbf}fc beixrs which eom-

/ mend thyfe virtwes 5 till they are digefted into anature

|

in yw, that bealingvirtue may go fros yos , as waff -
' b from the incendiaries, The Texts
ing fire proceedeth fromthe ince R CTIONS
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_VVeak Chriftians;
How they may e’{'cape the troubling, divi-

ding and endangering of the Church by

Church-Communion.

"F we had never heen wained by the Hiftory

of the Sacred Scripture, or of the former

. Agesof the Church, yet our expetience i
thisprefent Age is enough to tellboth us-an

our Poflerity, haw great perturbations, and cala-

Mites may come to the Chirehof Chrift, by the

mifcarriages of the more zealons Profefloré of Re-

Ligion! and how great a hinderance fuch may

prave to the Profperity of the Gofpel 3 tothe

~ tien, and holy order of the Congregations, and
to all thofe good ends which are defired by them--
felves. - How greata difhonour they may prove
to.the Chriffian name; and what occafions of har=.
dening the wickedin their. coneempt of Godlinefs;:

§ Haligvers, - D : There«

FERRFTTIETERS
"DIRECTIONS

their Errours in Do&rine; Worthip ; and

Love and Ubity of Chriftians 5. to the Reformas:

to their everlafting ruine, and the fuffetings of
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r Rewerence she Elder Chriftians.

. Therefore feeing the peace and welfare of the
Church, is much more valuable, than the peace
and welfare of an individual foul, as [ have Di~
reéted you how to efcape your own diffurbance and
andoings fo Fthink itasneceffary to dire& yous
how to efcape being ehe Plagues and difturbers of.
the Church, and the inftruments of Satan in refi-
fting cthe Gofpely2and deftroying others. Andyou
fhoutd be the more willing to hear me in chis al-
fo, becaufe by hureing ochers you hurt your felves,
and by wronging the Church of God, you crofs
your own defires and ends (if you are Chriflians
indéed ; ) and by doing good to others, and fur-
thering the caufe of Godlinefs and Chriftianity,
you do good to your feivesand furcher your own:
Cofolationand Salvacien.

DIRECT. I.

" Irft, obferve this General dire&ion 3 fee that
you forget mot the grear difference besween Nuvi-
ces and experienced Chriftians ;  between the babes and
thofe at fall age 5 between the weak and the firong in
grace : Levelthem not in yeur eftimation, Itis
not for nothingthat the Spirit of God in Scri= .
pture maketh fo great a difference between them,
asyou may read in Heb. .11, 13, 13, 14, & 6-
Y52, vTim 3.6. 1 Johna. 12,13, 14 There
are bales, firong meny and fatkers among Chrifti-
ans. Thereare fome that are dull of kearingy and
have need of milk, and are wnskilful in the word of
vighteonfnefs, and mu be tanght the principless and
thzre are others who'candigeft ffromg mrary who by
Y red=
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Duty tothe Elder, 3

resfin OF fe , have their fenfes exercifed to difeern
borh gsod and evil, Neovices moft not be made Pz-
ftors of the Church. It is not for nothing that the
Tounger are fo often commanded reverence and
{ubmiffion to the £/der ; and that the Paftors and
Governors of the Churchs are ufually called by
the name of Elders 3 becaufe it was {appofed chat
the elder fore were the moft experienced and wife,
and therefore Paftors and Rulers were to_be cho-
{en out of them. And why is it thatchildren muft
fomuch honolir their fathers and mothers, and
muft be governed by them? Itisnot meerly be-
€aufe generation givech the Parents  propriety in
their children : For God would not have folly to
be the governour. of wifdom 5 upon pretenfe of
{uch Propriety : But it is alfo becaufe that ic muft
ordinarily be {uppofed thac Infants are ignorant,
and Parents have nnderftanding, and are fit to be
their Teachers, as having had lenger time and helps
t0 fearn; and more eaperiznce to make thzir know-
ledge clear and firm. Ifche young and unexperi=
enced were ordinarily as wifé as the aged or ma«
ture, why are not children made governors of
their Pacents, or at leaft commanded to inften&
and teach them, as ordinarily as Parencs muft do
their children? The Lord Jefus himfelf would
be fubjek ro his mother and reputed fathet in his
Child-hood: Luke 3. 5¢, Canthere be a livelier
conviction of the arrogancy of thofe novices;
who proudly fleight the judgments of their el-
ders, as prefuming groundlefly that they are wiler
than they ? Yea Chrift would not enter upon his
publick Miniftry or Office, ill he was abous 1hirsy
year: of age, Lmke 3. 23. He is blind ¢hat pere

: D2 ceiyeth
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4 The peril ef the Charch .
~ceiveth mot in this example, 2 moft notorious
Condemnatien of the pride of thofe chat run with
* the fhell on their bead into the Miniflery, or that
heften to be Teachers of others, before they have
had time or means to/earn 3 ard that deride er
vilifie the judgments of the aged, who differ from
their cenceits, before they underftand the things
in which they are fo confident. It was thoughc 2
gacd_anfwer, in Jobn g, 21. [He #s of age, ask
- kiwe 3] But they that are under age now think their
werds to be the wifeft, becaufe they are the bold-
eftand the fierceft. The old were wentto blefs
the yourg, and now the young deride the old. . It
is the chara&ter of a truculent people Dexr.28. s0.
thattkey regard ne the perfon of the old : that is,
They reverence not their age..  How many vehe-
ment commands are cthere in Solemons Proverbs
to the younger fort, to hearken to the counfel of
their Parents ? The centrary was the rnine of
Elysfons 5 and the thame of Samnels, 1 Sam.8. 15
5. Was Rehoboaws unwife in forfaking the counfel
of the 2ged, and harkning to the young and rafh ?
And are thofe people wife thatinthe Myfteriescf
Salvation, will prefer the vehement paflions of
anovice, before the well-fetled judgment of the
experienced aged Minifters? T know that theold
are tco oftignorant, and that wifdom doth not al-
ways ificreafe with age : But T know withall, that
“#Children are never fit to be the Teachers of the
Church 3 -Andthat old menmay befoulifb, buttoo
ourg memare never wife encugh for fo high a
work. - We are notnow confideripg 5 what muay
fall out rarely as 2 wonder, but what is ordinaily
tobe éxpeted, ek

Moft
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by goung Clriftiams, — ~ 5.

Mot of the Chucches confafions and divitions,”

have been caufed by the younger fort of Chrifti- =

ans : Whoarein che heat of their zeal, andthe’
mfancy of underftanding : Who have affition e~
nough to make them drive on, but have not judgen
ent enough to know the way« Nons are fo-
fierce and rafh in condemning the things and per-
fons which they underftand not, and” in raifing’
clamours. again(t all that are wifer and foberer
than they. 'If they once take a thing to be a fin
Which is nofin, or 2 duty which is no duty, there .
1snoperfon, no Minifter, no Magiftrate , who
hath age, ot wifdom or piety enough, to fave them
from the injuries of juvenile temetity, if they do
ot think and fpeak and do according to thei
greenand raw.conceits, ¢ .t
.+ Remember therefore to b2 always {enfible of
the great difadvantages of youthy apd o preferve
that reverence for.experienced age, which God in
nature as well as inScripture hath made their due.
XE time 8 labowr were not neceflary to matacity of
knowledse, why do you not tenft anothar with
SYOUr health, aswell s a ftudyed experienced Phy-
fician, and with your Eftates, s well as 2 (tudyed
Lawyer? Andwhy donot Sea-mentruft any o-
ther, togovern the thip, aswell as an‘experiznced

Pilot? Do you not fee chat all men ordinarily = -

are beft, at that which by long fady they Jhave
made their profeffion. =~ e

- I know_thofe that I have now to do with will
-Aay, thac Djvinity # ot _learny by laboar and mons +
#eaching, as other Sciences and Aris ares burby the
teaching of the [piric of God : and t,berefar; the yoHng-
f may have aswmach of it as the eldeff, s ~
% G D3 - Anfw,
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6 Knowledge nos got [uddenly,

Anfw. There is fome trath and fome fu{/hoad;

and much confufion, inthis obje&ion. It is trne

= that the faving knowledge of Divinity, muft be
taught by the Spirit of God : But itis falfe that
abour and bumane teaching are not the means which
maft be ufed by them, who will have the teaching
of the fpirit, ~And the objection confoundeth,
t. The [pirits teaching us by inditing the Scripture,
with the fpiries teaching us the meaning of the Scris
tare. 2 And it confoundeth the common know-

; 1edge of Divinity, with the faving knowled ge of it.
{ No man commethto a common knowledge, fit for 2
: Teacher of others, without the fpisits teaching 18
; by the Seripture : For that was the firft part of the
; irits teaching us, tq infpire the Prophets and A-
: poftlesto deliver a teaching Word to the Church,
by which we might &ll be tasghe of Ged through all
enerations. But many men have excellent com=
won knowledge, by this word, and by the common
help of the fpirit, without that fpecial help which

begetteth (aving knowledge, Many prophefie
| and workt miracles in Chrifts name, who had ne
,i faving knowledge of him, Afa. 7. 23,23, And

Payl rejoyced that C brift was preached, even by them
¢hatdid it of fFrife andenvy, to add affliclion 40 his

bonds: Phil. I. 15,16,17,18. faving knowledge
muft have ;ﬁfgecial help of grace 3 And they which
had but S#mong knowledge, may by the fpirit
have [aving knowledge ina little time, by bringing
5t to the beart, and making it clear; and lively and
sfc@ual, But that may be ameans of faving o-
thers, which faveth not the man that hith ic.
Andall knowledge requirethtim and labowr, to
obeain it, thongh the Spirit giveth it, and though
SRk L S ROE. it
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but owft bave time. 7. |

it may be fan@ifyed to us in a fittle time,

. Confider I pray you,why elfe it isy that God
hach fo multiplied commands, to dig for it as for
Silver, and fearchfor it as a hidden treafure : to
cry for Knowledge and Jift up our voice for un-
derftanding : to wait at thz pofts of wifdoms
doors : tofearch the Scriptures and meditate in
them day and night : Isnot this fuch ftudy and

labour as men ufe, to get underftanding in other’

kind of profeffions? Are notthefe the plain com-
mands of God ? and are they not their deceivers
who cantradi& them.

2. Isit nota blafpheming of Gods fpirit, to
iake it the Patron of mens floth and idlene(s, una
der pretenfe of magnifying grace 2 When fo ma-
ny Texes command ug dihigence, and flothfulne(s
1s fo greata finp And nope are {o forward to
preach asthele fame men that cry down mens
teaching.

3. Why hath God fetled 2 Teaching Office in
his Church, and ¢ommandeth all to attend and
hear and learny if wearewcaight by the Spirit
without mans help? Wy were the Apoftles {ent
-out into all the world? And why are they com-
manded to teach all Nations, and to teach the
Churchall that Chrit commandsd them ? and

why doth he promife to be with them to the end

of the world ? bat that this is the way of the Spi-
rits teaching, to teach thofe firfk who are our out-
ward teachers, and then to help us to underftand
them? And thofe are tanght of God, who are
taught by thofe who are fent of God to be their
teachers, and have the inward concurrence of his
aacCe . y
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