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but owft bave time. 7. |

it may be fan@ifyed to us in a fittle time,

. Confider I pray you,why elfe it isy that God
hach fo multiplied commands, to dig for it as for
Silver, and fearchfor it as a hidden treafure : to
cry for Knowledge and Jift up our voice for un-
derftanding : to wait at thz pofts of wifdoms
doors : tofearch the Scriptures and meditate in
them day and night : Isnot this fuch ftudy and

labour as men ufe, to get underftanding in other’

kind of profeffions? Are notthefe the plain com-
mands of God ? and are they not their deceivers
who cantradi& them.

2. Isit nota blafpheming of Gods fpirit, to
iake it the Patron of mens floth and idlene(s, una
der pretenfe of magnifying grace 2 When fo ma-
ny Texes command ug dihigence, and flothfulne(s
1s fo greata finp And nope are {o forward to
preach asthele fame men that cry down mens
teaching.

3. Why hath God fetled 2 Teaching Office in
his Church, and ¢ommandeth all to attend and
hear and learny if wearewcaight by the Spirit
without mans help? Wy were the Apoftles {ent
-out into all the world? And why are they com-
manded to teach all Nations, and to teach the
Churchall that Chrit commandsd them ? and

why doth he promife to be with them to the end

of the world ? bat that this is the way of the Spi-
rits teaching, to teach thofe firfk who are our out-
ward teachers, and then to help us to underftand
them? And thofe are tanght of God, who are
taught by thofe who are fent of God to be their
teachers, and have the inward concurrence of his
aacCe . y
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4. Advife with thé experience of all the world
- Who'was the'man that ever you knew able to e~
- pound one Chapter in the Bible, by the inward

«  teaching ofthe Spirit alone withoutany [abour of
_his own, or halp from others, by voice or wri-
“ting? Where dwelleth that man who by meer

y /  infpiration , can turn'one Chapter out of Hebrew

» or Greek into the vulgar eonguie » The firt part

& ofour preaching or pu%liﬂxing the Scriptures is by

Tranflating them into 2 langnase which is under-
ftood. When Exrs inhis Pulpit of wood,did read
the Law and give the fenfe; the meaning is,thac e
readit in the ancient Hebrew tongue in which
it was written, and turned it into the language
which the Jews then ufed.(who were orown much
ftrangers to their ancient fpeech. ) Where is the
3 man.that can folidly unfold any' Do&rine of Di-
vinity, which henzver reador hreard of, or-can
teach that truth, and defend that Religion, which
he was never caught by man 3 ‘He is a firmger in

( “the world whofeeth not, that 28 in Law and Phy-

" fick and other prof:ffioas, though fome are igno-
rant even when they are old, yet comntonly all
‘'men are wifeft and ableft in their own profeffion,
and thofe know: moft, who having narural capacie
ties have had befthelp, and longeft time, and

) bardeft ftudies, the Spicic affifting them by his

= common belp to make it Knowledge, and by his /pe-

cial grace to make it a fanilifying knowledge. There-
fore remember to give due refpeé to them that

i “have been longer in Chrift than you, and to them

that have'longer [Fsdyed the Scriptures, and tothem

that have had greater helps and experience : And
dp not tco ezfify imagine, that thofe who are lbe-
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O of Spiritual PYide. - < ig

fow them jn all thefe advantagts, are vet above
them in {Gand nnderftanding : Though fucka
wonder may {ometime come to pals. Il
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- Obferve well the fecres and. fubtil workings
v of [piritual pride, and how, deep-rosted and ;
aangerous a fin it ts, and what fpecial temp-
Fattons. 19 this odiqus finy: the younger and
‘empty headed Chriftians baves ‘that the
efiffasce of them may be your daily care,

. PRide'is the felf-idolizing fin“'the great rebel
= 3gainft God *+ the ‘chief patt ‘of the Devils
| image : that one fin which breaketh every com-
a8 mandmet;g: the'Heareof the ofd man: "th2 root
- and Parentdnd fammary of all other fin : the An-
tichriftiafivice, whichis moft ‘diteétly contrary
to the 1if2%f Chrift: the principal ‘obje&iof
. Godshatred and difdain, and’the mark of chofe
- whomhe delighteth to tread down 3 and the cer-
tain Prognoftick of dejeftion and abafement, éi-

‘ther by ‘hambling” repentince, or daniniti- ]
O S8 - B =
"It is called [Sﬁritml Pride] from the Ob'j'ﬁ&,"
“when men are proud of fpiritnal excecllencies, teal
or {fuppofed-' And thisisfo mach worfe ‘thin -

Prideof Beauty, apparel, riches, high places, or
high birch, as the abufe of great and- excellent,
things, 1s worfe than the abife of vanities and
trifles ; and as things fpiritual.are in‘themfelves

o s - more g\

l
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: 10 Pride of our underflanding,

more contrary to the nature of pride, and there-
fore the finhach the greater enormity.

The common ezercife of this Religious or fpi-
gitual Pride is ficlt about our Knowlef ¢, and fe-
condly about our Godlinefs or Goodm/%.

1 Pride of our underflandings, worketh thus :

Firft, 2 manthat was formerly in darknefs , is

much affe®ed with the new-come light, and
-perceiveth that he knoweth much more than he

did before : And then he groweth to a camal

and corrupt eftimatien of it, valuing it mere s

Natareis pleafed with it, than ag it isfancified

by it ; ‘Delighting in knowledge for it felf, more

, than for the purity, Love and heavenlinefs
: which it fhould effeg‘- Then he looketh about
E: him on the ignorant fort of people, who know
? ‘not what he knoweth, and feeth how far
they are below him : And he thinketh with him-

felf, what 2 difference hath God made between

Meand Them: Andbécanle Thankfulnefis2 du-
? ty, he obferveth not how Pride doth tift it felf
' with it, and creep in underthe proteétion of its
name : And how Thankfulnefs and Pride have
the fame expreffions, and both of them fay, I
5 shank thee O Father that thos haft hid thefe things
from the wife and prudent, and baft revealed them to
babes = I thank t[c,c O God that I am noc a8 other
i men are, eXPOTLIONers uninfty adulterers , or even a1
ihis Pablicany, Luk; 18. 11, Andthen heis fota-

ken up with the things which he knoweth, that

r he perceiveth nor whit knowledge yet he wan'-
’ eth. And the deep affeEtion Which his knov!{ledgc
f worketh inhim, or the tickling pleafure which he
|

hath in knéwing, joyned with this ignorance h‘?f

e SRR el B



How s rifeth and worketh. 1%

9@ his ignorance in other things, doth make him
) Over-confident of all his apprehenfions, 2s if e-
Yery thing which he imagineth were an abfolute
certainty : And fo he wanteth that humble fuf-
- prcion of his own underftanding, which a true
acquaintance with hisignorance would have cau-
fed n him ; And thus”hg groweth to ever<value
all his own conceivings ; and to under-value all
! the opinions and reafonings of others, whichare
 contrary to hisown : And thence he procecds to
% corrupt his Religion} with fuch mi{-apprehenfi-
## ons 3 and his rath unfufpeéted underftanding en-
g0y tertains one errour firft, and then sha: lets in
many more ; till he have efpoufed a_felf-chofen
frame of do@tine, infiead of the facred” truths of
God,and method of the Gofpel : And from hence
he proceedeth to choofe his Religious exercifes
alfo,according to thefe mif-apprehenfions: Thefe
make him Duties, which age no Daties, and’ fins
which are nofins : And thus he calleth evil, good,
and good, evil 5 and parteth darknefs for light 5 and
light for darknefs 5 bitter for fweety and [weet for bit-
ter. And having made him a Religion of his own,
he confidently thinketh that it 1sof God: And
next he valueth all men that he hath to do with
according as theyare nearer or farther off ; from
this which he’ accounteth the way of God : He
choofeth his Charch or party whom hewill joyn
with, by theteftof this Religion,which his pride

hach chofen : He zealonfly declaimeth againft the .
oppofers of his way , as againft the adverfaries of
truth and Godlinefs, and confequently of Ged
himfelf. He prayeth up his opinions, and preach-
eth them up, and contendeth for tnem ; and
2 : pray=




¥ T bre wbrfing: bf Pride of mind.

" ,< :

= apprehinfions ace the Spiricsdidkares, or the effeld -

-
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» Pgé‘?éfﬁ'an&‘gréaéhefh;,md difpateth:down alf that’

18 ag2inft chem. ‘He Taboursth tos ftrengthen the
party'that’is for them, and to weaken thac which
1§ 4g2inlt them:'Andching he divideth the kingdom
and fadily of Chieift;H 2 deftcoyeth firft,the Love
of his brother  and tieighboir in himfelf, ‘and then
Laboutrsth to- delroy it in all ochers, by fpaak-
mgaga‘mﬁshofe that are not of his: wiy with®
cotitzmpt'and 05loqiy to ripefent them as an
#rlovelyfort of men:  And if ch® intereft of -his
cfe and party ‘do reqaire it, perhips he will
makt d:ftcoy their’ perfons : ‘And yet allchis is-
donin z2al of God | 'and 45 an acceptable fer=:
vicstohim: Andthay thinkall ar: Neurersand:
Eukzwarm, who profecute not the Schifm as fer-
vantly as they, ‘and fight tov agliaft - Love: with
a5 drach vehertency @ Y2a and 4n allthis, they
are (kill confdsntjthat they Lovs the Brethren with
afpecial Livey and make ic the mack thac they are
Chisifts difciples 5 and thatthey are paffed from
deith to life, becaufe chzyfove the party andper=
fons, who ate of gheir o v opinion‘and way. And
thas” PR 1D E infenkbly , whilsithey perceive
it ot at all, doth choke their @ sinions, their-Re-
figions, their Pacties, and mak: their Daties and
thelri(ins, and rale their judgments; - affe&ions
and thiv aions 3 which isall but-che fame thing,
which the Scriptarz in one'word calleth HER E-
$ Y. And all thar [ hive (iid, you may find
f2id in other wotds in ' the third Chapter:of
Fam:s. 0 e e 0
Ant thacz arz tw> things- which greatly pro-
mo"e this fin; The ons isa conceic taat all theic

of |8
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 think that1tis a refifting of the fpirit, to refifk
 their judgment: And they e perfwaded that
| thelr appre henfions are canfed by the fpirit, part-
1y becaufe they had no fuch thing whilefe
- they lived in wickednefs, but it came in eithee.
- with their change or fhortly after : And there-
| fore they think that the fame light which {hew-
- ed them their fnful ftate, doth-fhew them alfo:
. all thefe principles : Aid partly becanfe they find
1 thm'lft:lves as deeply ffeéted with thefe mifappre-
- henfions, aswith other which are fourd and rights

therefore they are confident that they come from
,thF‘ fame fpirst: And fpecially when thefe thoughts
come n upon the reading of the Scripture,, ot
in meditation s or after earneft prayer to Ged,
to teach them by his fpiric ‘and lead them nto_ the
truth, and not to {effer- them to err 5 and when
they ficd that they have goodendsand meanings,
and a defire to krow the truths all this perfva-
deth them that it is the fpiritfrom whom their
tl;lpughts-proceed; when yet it may be no fuch
thing, .. : g i et

And another much grester and commeoner
caufe of chis [elf-conceirednefs is this : All:meng
underttandings are naturally amperfe& 31-Our
kno»vlédge - about Natural - things. 1s fmall,zg?»d
dark, much more about things fupernaturals The
wileft muft fay, #¢ kuow but inpare : Ard the
variety of mens. dégrees of knewledge,; joyned
:with-tne difference of their educitions, and ad-
“vantages and {fore-going theughts, doth I;;,ak_cg:

, ' pre:

I 3
ofits illumination.. And the works andteé“ch-u'
ngs of the fpirit, are not to be contradiGed, or
| fofpedted , but to be horoured. - Therefore they.
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f 14 | Error ftill woknowi.
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great a diverfity of underftandings as of comp lexi=

ons: And yet it is very hard to any man, to have

a fufficient diffidence and fofpicion of his mifta-

king mind: For what 2 man knowerh, hie knowerh

- that he knoweth, But ho man that erreth doth

know that he erreth : For that is a contradiéti-

4 on. IfI knew that [ erred injudgment; I moft
know that the thingis otherwife than I judged it

tobe : which is impoffible to the fame under-
ftanding at the fame tithe : For then judging were

10 judging, as being  contrary to knowledge :

When I fee fuch a difficulty aboug a2 point, asto

pafs no jadgment at all 5 but remain in meer fui-

pence, then T can eafily perceive that I amigno-

rant of it : But When 1 pals any judgment, I can-

not perceive that my judgment is falfe , except

it be in the ture of it,and by the fame light which
changethit: whénT err, I can never knowthatl | 3

err, but in [enfudivifo, when I ceafe myerror: |

when I know that T erred, T fo err ns longer:

And becaufe every thing which appeareth to USy

doth appear in fome kind of light or other, and
appeareth in fome form, and as clothed with fome
qualities, the underftanding therefore prefently

hath fome thought or other of it : If wetakeany

hotice of it , we fhall have fome kind of conce”

ption and opinion of it : And few things i the

world do appear to us in fuch equal diverfe

. fhapes, as to leave theunderftanding wholly du=,
; bious, whether it be this or that. Though of
i that which hath no appearanes acall, Tam Who”)';
ienorape, and have no conception. And when
one part of athing is feen, and many other parts
of it are unfeen , we' are all apt to conceive of

¢he
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The Canfe, and Cure, 15

< the whole according to the part which we fee, and

notallow 2 juft fufpenfion or fufpicion for all the

ol Partswhich are unfeen. That which I fee, affe&-

cth me asa thing feen: Bue that which 7 Jfee naty
18 noshing to me, and therefore affe&ecth me not
atall.  Thae part which 7 know, 7 know thar it
- #,8 {0 fag,what it is: Itisin my mind & memory:
Bat that part which I know not, I know notthat it
¢ *> Of know not whar it % : fo that feeing one pars
; ofthings, and not feeing amother, (yeaperhaps
74ny others, ) dothnort only ¢aufe our error in
judging of them, bur alfo maketh it very hard, to
Queftion or diftruft our judgments: For we muft
not be Scepricks and doubt of 4l things : Nox muft
We deny belief to fo much as is. revealed to us =
And therefore however at the prefent we appre-
end things, juft fuch%ve are ufually confident
‘that they are. And in this difficulry all error and
the lamentable confequences of it do come in.
Buc what fhall 2 man do in fo harda fireight ?
Why this every humble man muft do. He muft
tread fafely, and proceed warily, and try the fpi-
Tits, andtry the do&rines offered him through-
ly, andthjs by all the means which God hath 2p-
pointed him for thatufe. He muft not firive a-
gainft the light 5 but he moft take heed of tzking
darknefs for light, or hearkening to the decei~
ver, when he transformerh himfelf into an angel
of light : (which is not unufual ) what cometh
with evidence of eruth muft be received as truth,
and held faft, and not againlet go; however
fometimes it may have a{econd and chird tryal.
And when you fee any trnth, remember that it
5 ftill with a defe@ive fight , and that ygu bfef
- : ut




16 : .Iba Cure of Pride:

but in part : ‘And. therefore ,allow a freedome,
in.your underftandings, toreceive the reft. ' You
are certain that youfeenot all thacis to be feen,
of any De&rine.or Science, any more than of a-
ny creature : And yeu are uncertain, what influ
ence the unknown parts, would have. npon that
part which you know, or what alteration. it wonld
make upon your apprehenfion, if you faw. them
altogether in their connexion. Therefore be fare
thatin your moft corfident apprehentions , you,
never forget chat ire is (till much more unknown

10 you than you. ow. _ And this will_pre-
fervea humifity an@modefty in your underftand-,
ings.and a capacily and fitnefs to receive more
koowledge : When the forgetting of this, will
make you proud 2nd arrogant and prefumptuous,
andlike the fool that ragerh and 4 confident, even
in your 1gnorance and fhame 5 and will {huc.up
your minds againft that knowledg which you wants
. Batefpecially if you know thac your advantages
for knowledge have been lefsthan ocher. mens 2
that you are young, or that itisbuta few years,
fince youentred tipon the ftudy of the Scriptures,
or that you have net any ftronger natural parts
than other men'; or that you have not had. that
meafure of Learnirg which might further your
knowledge of the holy Scriptures ; but that o-
thers that differ from yoahave had much more
of all thefe helps and means, than you 3 common,
reafon bere commandeth you to be modeft, and
‘not over- conficent in your own opinion; nor t60
much tofl ght the judgements of fuchothers. .
Efpecially if thofe that differ from you, be not
cnly mere Learned, but as truly copfciopable as
: . { g you,
b FET B 2
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You, andas like to be unfeigned fovers of truth,

and hay» prayed more, and meditated more, —‘\and

have-h:d more, religions experiences than yont :
. Telg1o P \

} felves.: And yet more, if| they.dre the greater

namber. of \he pudly that differ from youy andyoa
are Lingalar in'your conceits 3 inchis cafe rafh

¢onfidence in your- oW opinionsy i$-100 palpable
afignofa religious pride. oy razadn wily

5.0 Oby. Bus ile Learnedft men are not always ‘tle wi-

4% 11 tie matiers of Religion, Anfw. Many men
ate Learned in the Larguagesand Sciences, who
Arenot I earned.in the Scriptures ; -becanfe theéy

3pplyed not their ftud es that way. -And ‘many -
40N are Learned inthe Scriptuses, and the Sacred

- fangues; who yetlive in {:n, thou ghi-they areable

fo teach che truth for others.. But thofe that well -

y underftard the Scriptures, without Learning the:

Pl Langwges which they are written injand the. Cu~-

floms of thofe times' and Countreys; -or without
much reading and.loxgg«;»ﬁudy both'of the: Scrip=

. turesthemfelves, and the writings - of ithem that

better underfand chem, are fo few, fo,very fews if
any acajl, chat if you will pretend..tobe: 6ne of
$0€M, youhad. need of fome mirzacle or fomething
ike miracle,to make your felves or others be.

bg?zeve thee you are not dece:ved. See;whae 1
have {aid of this at large, in.my Anreafonchlenefs of
Infideliry. - SR
.Obj. The greacer number are nit always. in. the

righty therefore why Jtould my fingularicy, difcosrige

me? Anfw. The. -gieater number, throngh -ther

-#worldate not in the right aboat Chriftiany, - for

they are not Chriftians. And the greater, pumber
of wigar Chrift:ans be, _r;b}:2 in 1he right pechaps
SpESEE TR 13




38 Pleas for Pride anfovcred.

in many points of Learning, and Schofattick con=
troverfies, becaufe they are nor Learned 'in fuch:
controverfies.  But all Godly men and Chriftians
are in the right in all points effential vo Godlint[s
and Chriffianizy : ‘And thetefore they are'in the
cerrainway of life..  And if in any insegral or ac=
<cidental point, you think that yoware wifer thar
the greater part, of men as Learned and as' God-
-Jy as your felf, you muft give very good proof Of it
10 your felf and others, before ‘it is to be belie-
_-ved. Tknow thatin all ages, God giveth fome
few men more excellent naturil parts,than others=
and he engageth fome irvdeeper and more Jabo-
-rious ftudies thanothers: and he bleffeth fome
tens ftudies more thanothers: and thereforethere-
are fHill fowe fen who know move, than the reft of
the Coutitrey 6r of mankind ; and itwere well’
for the reft if they knew thefe and would learn of
‘them : But thefe are fuch'as come to theit know=
Yedge by hard and laboriows Bndies and meditation,
though alfo by the fpiri: bleffing theirendeavours =
And they are fuchas give proof of the knowledge
“which théy pretend to : And they arefuch as ¢»-
ploy their knowledge to preferve the peaceand |
coveord of believers, and donot proudly makea' |
ftir with'it, to fet up their own names, though ‘
thereby they fet the world on fire.

e

Make therefore no more of thefe vain ‘defences’
of your Pride : Letno man think of him{élf and:
hiz ownunderftanding above what is meet. T'per--
fivade you noét to deny ‘any truth, which indeed”
you know, Hor to doubt of any thing which is’
made traly cedain to you.  But value pot your
‘sndecflandir gs above their” worthy andfix :700‘:
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o rathly uponyour firft apprehenfions s and go
not away wich ‘a paffionate - confidence, it your
poor, raw, untryed and defe@ive conceptions.

- But remember thac you know bur little, and muft

| have time and laboiir to growup to the reft; Be

MOk Bife in your own conczits.  Rom, 12. 16, & 11,

25+ Prov.2g. 5. & 48. 11.  And thisis com-

- monly the fin of the [lorhful; that never were at

@ 102t pains for knowledge, by which it muft be at-
YAned. The fluggard i wifer in bis own conceity than

[CYeB menthat can’ render a redfon, Prov.26. 36,

- Youlittle think when you are conceited of your
Nowledse, that you are farther from wifdom thart

3 fool. Proy. 26; 1. Seeft thon 4 man wife in bis

o concejt ¢ There 4s more hope of 4 fooly than of bims.

Be nor wife in thyewn eyés, Prov. 343 Woto thews that

Are wift in their own eyes, and pradent in their own

fight. Ya.¢. 21 Benot r hreons overmuch, neithér

tmake thy felf over-wife = why fbouldff thon deffroy thy

. [t ? The felf-conceited ‘muft become fols in .

their own efteem, if .ever they will be wife, as the
¢ Worldly wife muftown that which is folly in ‘the
jadgment of the world, if ever they will be'wife :

# (3.8,

2: And there ig'a Religions Pride of Goodne[ss as _

well as of Knewledge, which muift yet more caré~
g fully be avoided, as being yet worfe than che for-
f mer, as the thing abufed is much better. And this

¢ worketh asfubtilly and fecretly as the former. "It
g iy not only confift with many complaints and

o confeffions of infulnefs; weaknefs and wwworthynefss
@ buc evén with dosbes of fincerity andfo much des

. Jetlednefs as feemeth to draw neat t(')_dc‘fpar'ati(”)?}-
o8 Itis an ordinary thing &ohcarEth'_c fame perfor;;.
o i 2 talle
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20 How Pride of our Goodncfs,

taik ina complaining, doubting and almoft de-
{pairing manner of fpeech, and yet to have high
expebtarions of refpect from others,- and to be moft
proudiy impavient of the lealt wndervaluing or neg-
Jeit. | Yea Pride will make an adgavenge 1o it feify
ofallthefe bumble confeffions and complaints ; And
=4tisan old obfervation, that many are proud-of |
heir bamility : For though it be true that Auflin |
fajth, that Grace 4 a thing whichno mas can 4 |
woifs5 the mednipg is only, that Grace cfficient’s
ezpn donothing amiis: (For if it do amifs fo farit’ |
-asnotgrace :) Yet cbjeiively all: Grace may. be-
sabufed, thatis, -a.man may make:it §h¢;ijC.‘9‘“-QE
?i&:?riée, -and . the occalicn. of . many: other
o AiAnd this Religigm Pride of. Guudnel:, dothord’s |
-marily work u-raé%:r}t‘se» pretext of Thankfuline/s10
-God for his grace, and Zeal for Halynefs s But it
«may be knowiby shig, that. it always ‘rendeth 10 |
Aiftus np,. and tohe; diminithing- of Love 00~ |
~6thers, ard to the contempt of tte-wezk, and the B
~genfluring of our brethren, and. the Civifion and [
- difturbance ofthe Charch of God., They are 13- |
menrable effe@®s which this Pride [,}'pduc_e[h, 0B
»she Chorch-and all Societies where it cometh. 1€ 1
-miketh all .meps Goodnefs feem little, except [
orlown: Ttcaufeth the people.to, nndeivalue |
»#hicir: Paftors, ard turneth compaffion; of meis |
yweekneffes irgo asfowr copcempr # . It femeih |
 a:m¢n in his owp conceit, fo near to God, thathe
_lcoketh down onother men, as earth(yanimalsin
—.comparifon of: himflf. - It makeehpew terms of §
. Church-Communion, andteacheth men 10 Mase
J#aceewer the.door of the Church, than GOdf:‘fg;

[

\
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: We!l.’eth,md dppfarezb,and tls,a(_qqm-zx.estez:{ 3= A ; I

| Madéic: It calfetn mento deny and: vxl'ln-'&xtqs.' \
grace, in thofe 'that anfwer not their expectati- ‘
~ons: And tochink that the Charch. isnot wer="
| thy of th=ir Communion And tothink that none -
are o fitas thiyy to bethe Reformersof the:
| Church and of'the world, | ot Biiag
. I ntreat thofe who are in danger of this per--
. Bicious fin, to think with themfelves. ‘1. Whata
| beynons crime and folly it is forone that but late-
ly was’a child of the Devil, and afink of fin, to be:
proud fo quickly of their goodaels = ‘And for ‘one
- that fo Tately wiast groaning and' weeping with 1’
| broken heare for 2 finfal life, tobealready puff-
. edup with the conceitsof godlynefs, And forone
. ho daily ‘maketh confeffion to God, of a finfal
&et, and a'taulty life, and of great unworthys.
anefs,_to,ggmj;gdf& all thisby an-over-valuing of his
- own'piety 5 And how incongruous it is for one,
| Who profeflech tohope for juftification by free
| grace & mercy only,8¢ to have nothing of his own
4 but what's defiled,and who abhorreth theDo&rine
ol Of merit, and talkethfo much of our emptynefs
a1 2nd imfufficiency, to be 'yet puffed up with :the
. conceit of histpirituality and worth, And whit
. an odious felf-¢en-radi&ion it is, to make your
il Teif like the Devii in pride, becaufe you chink you
W arelike God infiolinefs. Sl s ik
o 2. And confider, that tha more you are proud
| ofyour Goodaefs, the lefs you have to be proud of':
| 1fthis fin be predominant, it is certain that you
. hwvenofaving graceratall: And what an odions
L thing and miferable caleis it, tobe proad of Ho-
- lyn:fs, when you are unholy ; and to be damosd
0th for waarofit, and “forbeing prowd of it &
E3 ; That .

i 3 i o i S ol gt}
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, 2% " The Cureof this Pride,
Thac 2 manfhould be proud of that, for want of [
which he muft fuffer the fire of Hell} But if yeur f
pride be not predominane, yeticis certainthitin,
« ‘whar meafure foever you have that vice, in that
‘ meafure you are deftigute of grace : For true
« grace and pride areas contrary as life and

geath. » : .

i -3, And fludy well the medning of al] thefe
| Scriprares (For you fhall not fag. that I mif-if-
terpretthem to you.) Why was it that Chrift
mentioneth the Parable of tie Pbarifee; and the
Publican? one- thanking God that he was not {0
bad as others, and the other thinking him{elf un-
worthy tolook up to heaven. Lake 18. 10, 11-
&c. Whydid he give us the parable of the pro-
digal who confefleth that he was unworthy to be
calleda Son 3 and of his elderbrother who fwell-
ed withenvyat his entertainment > Why wis it
that Chrift feemednot ftrié enough to the Pha- | &
rifees in keeping the Sabbath, nor an his Diet,nor |4
in his Company, ‘but they called him 2 glutto- [
nous-perfon and a wine-bibber, and a friend of |
Publicans and fioners ? Was it not becaufe their
Pride and {uperftition made them think tco high-
Iy of their own religionfnefs ?  and to make fins
and duties which God pever mads,and taen to con-
1 _ demn the innocent for wang of this hamane rel 1=
gioufnefs? Whae was the fip condemned in /4.
65- 5. [Which/ay ftand by thy [elf ; come nst
wear 1o me 3 for L am holier than thon,] What mean-
eth that command in Phil.2.3, Let nothingbe done
f through frife or vainglery 5 butin Lowlinefs of minds
; Iet each effecm others better. than themfelves] Read
f - this verfc over mpon your knees, and beg of God

. e Y
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Of Gifts of witerance, 23

%0 Write it on your hearts: And I would wifh all
Affemblies of dividers and unwarrancable Separa-
tifls, to wrice it over the doors of their meeting

k]

places. _Andjoyn with it Rom. 12. 10. Be kind=

Iy affeltioned ome 1o anotber with brotherly love, in
hanonr preferring one . another :( that-is, before
947 [elves. ) But fpecially read and tudy, Fam.3.
. Ana word, -if God would cure the Church of
Religions ' pride, -the pride of wifdow, and the pride
-of Piety and Goodnefs, the Church would have
- fewer Herefies ands contentiens s and have much
-inore peace, and much more true wifdom and
Goodnefs it felf. :

‘o sBDIRECT, 11

W Overvalue zot 1he commop guift of utterance,
wor a high Profefsion | u if the prefence or

abfence of either of them , did prove the

prefence or ablence of true faving grace.

YE T T fall anon tefl -you , that neither of
. thefe mu@ be unidervalyed » nor accounted
needlefs ufelefs things, But the overvaluing them,
hath caufed great diftempers in the minds and
affzCtions, and communion and pra&ife, of ma-
ny very well meaning Chriftians, When God
had firft brought me from among the more igno-
- Tant fort of people, and when] firft heard reli-
- gious perfons pray without forms, and fpeak af-
- fe&ionately and ferioufly o fpiritual and hea-
- venly things, I thoughe verily that they were 4#

i < s undoubsed

»
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24 N Pride of Gifts.
sndontsrd Saimts s and the f1dden apprehenhion of
‘the d:fference of their guifts and fpeech from o-
thers, made"me think confidently that the ‘one
forthad the mark 6 God npon‘them, and “the 0=
ther had dothing almoft of God atall : Till ere
Iing of thofe whom I fo much honoured , ore
fell off to fenfunlity and to- erfecuting formalitys
- and another fell to ‘th= fonlelt herefie 3 and ano-
“ ther todifturb the Charches' peace by turbulert
animofities and divifions. But the experience of
= thisKingdom thefe twenty fixe yeares, hath done
fo much to convinca the world what crimes may
ftand with high profeffions, that 7 know ot that
{eyer metwath th: man, that woald deny it:
feeing every fe&k cafteth it upon il the reft,
however fome of ‘the m wosldjufifie themfelves.
But Zgreatly fear left the generation which 1s
0w {pringing up and knew ot thole men, ot
eheir mifcarraages, will lofe the benefic of: thefe
-dreadful warnings, and fcarce beljeve what high
profefloars did tuen the proudeft overturners of
‘all Government} and refifters and d«fpifers of
miniftry and holy otder in the Churches: and the
. -moft railing Qiakers, and the inoft filthy and
“bl:fpheming Ranters; to warn all the world to
take heed of being” Proud of j‘gpgrz/gzigt guifes and
bigh profeffions i and that be that-flanncech in-his
“own cunceir, fhotlld tike heed fefthe fall,
='““When guifts of utteran¢€ in’ prayer or talk-
itigare thus overvatued andhigh profeffions are
" “eaken'to have more ingrem thinthey have, men
, “pre‘ently, foddle ‘their fictionsy and then -the
Chirch according'to thefs i conceivings : ‘And
“a talkative perfon who' by'compiny and nfe hath

.
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. Whoare Profeffors. e

- ot more of thefe gaifts, than better Chriflians, |

- fhall be extolled and admireds when many a ‘
humble upright foul, that wanteth fuch utterance,

thail be faid ‘te be no profefor, and fo to be unwor~

thyof the Communion of Saints. .~ ..

- Miftake menot: I know that thongh pro-

feflion may be without fincerity, yet fincerity cans

not be withont fome profeffion, when there is op- '

portunity to make it : AndT knoiw thar Grace i3

avita] principle, and like fire which will work

and feek a vent if you would reftrain it i And

that Gifts 6futrerance are great mercies of God

for the Edification of the Church. Bit herelyeth

yoir unhappy errour in this cafe. r. You take

the common profeffion of Chriflianity to be no profef= »

JSion atall, becaufe there is wanting a profe(fion of

greater zeal and forwardnefs. When as the common

Jort of people in this Land, do profefsto ftand to

their baptifmal Covenant, inwhich they own ‘the

/

effential parts of Godlinefs and Chriftianity, and

all that is of abfolute neceffity.to Salvation. He

that truly underftandeth the baptifmal Covenan,

and Confenteth to it, doch perform all which i

neceflary to a ftate of grace: If he profefs this,

hebprofcf’feth, both true faith and repentance, and

fanctification and mortificatien, and all that is ne- *
ceflary' to make a man 2 Chriftian, How then

¢an you fay that thefe are no Profeffors ? 1 tell you.
‘(exceptafew Apoftates) the common fort of 1
people in this Land are Profeffdrs of trae faith
‘and godlinefs | “Whether they arte trae Prifef] s
“without diffembling is another queftion 3 but they
ace profeffors of the truih, Sy B o




lives
- the bapti{mal Covenant,or Confent net to it.

26 . Wheare Profeffors.
- If you fay, that T heir ignorance and. ungodly
10&1 fhew that they either nnderftand not

Ianfwer , Mark well what you fay your felves:
For this doth but thew that they are Hjpocrites : -
“You cannot fay then that they are no Profeffors,
but that they are diflembling profeflors. They pro-
fels che cruth, they do not truly and uprightly
profefs it, I tell you,fall the common fort of the
people.in England, are either Saints or Hypo-
crites : {ee how I have proved this to them in my
Treatife called The formal Hjypserite.  They all
profefs epough to fave them if they fincerely pro-
#efled it. He that is baptized and profefleth him=
{elf 2 Chriftian, and yeris a drunkard, a_{ivearer,
a fornicator, or fuch like, is certainly an Hypo-
crite 25 going againft his own profeffion: The
very. Creed, Lords Pcayer and Ten Command-
ments have enough to condemn him as an_hypo-
crite. And will yon now come in, and juitific
thefe men from their hypacrifie, by faying that they
areno Profeffsrs? Ifthey were no Pr,ogeﬂors,they
could be no Hypocrites, but meer Atheifts or In-

| fidels. 1know thatchofe are the highef? fort of :

Hypocrites, who counterfeit the higheft zeal and
picty, by the highe@ profelfion : But thisis but 2
difference in degrez. Who ever profeffethtobe 2
Chriftian, profefleth true Repentance, faith and
holin:fs , and is an Hypocrite if he be not 2 Saint.
" And then Confider, chatif you would e;cludc
any of thefe from the Communion of the Church,
5t muft not be becaufe they are ms profefors, but
becanfe they are hypocrites, ignorant ot {canda-

Jous? And if fo, chenno man muft be ﬂmtobu'tz
| ut

e e




of common Profe(fors. 29
but upon fufficiens proof : An unproved hypocrite =
or finner, is #o hypocrite or Jfinner in the judgment
of the Church : and therefore Hypocrites are al-
- Ways a great part of the vifible Church. Other=
wife Church-Communion would be founded on
meer injuftice and tyranny, if men fhall be called
Tgnorant, Scandalons and Hypocrites without
proof. Andtherefore to exclude baprized profef=
{ors, by whole Parifhesor Multitudes, without
bringing proof againft each perfon one by one, ig
quite to over-turn Chrifis rulesand order, and
Church Conftitations and all Church juftice. X
confefs it is the thing which I have'long lamented
(and often written of efpecially in my Treatife of

Confirmation) thatthofewho are baptized in In-=
fancy, are not called toa more explicite under-
ftanding profeffion of the Covenant then made, *
and have not a more folemn tranfition into the
namaer of adulc ‘Communicants : And we are
not out of hope that this may a¢ 1aft be broughe to
pafs. Bat inthe mean time, the fume perfons
though /efs regularly do make profeffion of the fame
thing both at the Lords Tableyand in their publick
wirfbip, and in their common claim to the faith and
honour of Chriftianity, fo thatall fuch muft be
rejected as hypocrites upon accnfation. and proof
of Impenitency in famse grofs fin, and not in the lamp
as if they were noprufeffirs. For profeffirs certainly
they are. 37 ' R :

And though I abhor their malignity who would
vilifie Religion, by over-hafty accufing of higher ,
Profeffors ; and would flatter- the wicked and
ignorant, by making an indifferency and tepidity
{eem fufficizntin the chings of God; yet Gﬁ
g : " wou

(
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ay - Higher Profeffors.

e

“wouldhave fgé‘f)éii‘ witne(s to this truth to cure
Tome mens contfary extream : that as this age as
3 faid, doth 'nzed no proof, hyw hainoufly bigh
profefirs may mifcarey 5 fo in the place where [
cxercifed my Miniftry, T found fome give mea
fatisfying evidence'ip their lafk ficknefs, that they
= h’ﬁ'}_lpf?g 1 Weda't)ffl ly'gadly life, who were never
ﬂOted’&y thlf Néighbﬁ)fS’ fgr any»extf_aordinary_‘
zeal at 2l - Ifyou ask me, How can it ftand with
grace tobe fo much hid?I anfwer, They.made the
<immm proféffion of Chriffianity': ‘they ufpally” at-

tended the publick’ worfhip they lived blame-
Lefly in their places: ‘but theyware of filent re-
sired difpofitions, and were infarionrs, who by
“sheir faperiours ‘wers reftrain=d from privare
asetings,and fome converfe with more zealous |
parfons which they defired. And for onghtyon
Know ther: may be very many fuch; who muft
ot be rejeed as o profefforsy nor” withouta pir-
ciealaraccnfation and proof : unlefs you would be
afed inthe like kind your felyes. ©°

Affed not tobe made eminent and Confpics-

ous in Holine[s, by ffanding at a furih:r di-

tance from thefe lower Profeffors, than God
“wonld baveyos. - ¢ 1Hap

Tisth=Tonthlome feah of the Romifh Church

' that they who will be'taken for Rligions, muft
gointoa Momiftery of Fryacs ‘and Nans, and-fé-
DI ! ‘ parate

e




g s Affect mosmore confprcnons diftance, 19

parate themfelves from the reft of Chriftians, 2¢

worldly fecular pecple : that {0 their Religigm
may be a noted thing, & they may be fet up in their
bngularity , as publike fpe@acles, for the world
toadmire : Though perhaps they. come thithes
but. under the gripcs of Ccnlcience, to expiate
~ the guilt of whoredome, mnr ler, or fome no-

torious fins , which the coptemned feculars pe-

¥er committed, . And it is {emewhat eafie ro

proud coriupted. natire 10 enfer-intoa life -

8: eater felf-denial, than wofl Mobafiicks are puc
_;gppn, when by it they fhall be D&Lﬁs ﬂ,fc;:»ag%r_,eg&‘
from the reft of mankind, zs a people of ,more
‘admired holinefz. ‘To fet onr feives vp n. 2 fepg-
rated fociety 5 25 perfons whom the world, maft
-account more Religions than the. common fost
of Cimftians , hach fo much oftentaticn in it,
as is a gieat alldrement to.Pride.  For many &
t.fens;wbeﬁmsﬁciweﬁkhqm‘;‘,hfldiﬂx@,thmg itis, tor
~fet out ones felf to be ghferved for, finecloatbegs
_or for bodﬂ:jca%f[iééﬁ, or fof“éitng;nr}r::‘zinmzﬂwy
curiofities; houfes, lands or fuch vanities ; doth:
yet think that it 1san excellenc thing, te be; ho-
-raered by men, efpecially by,gﬁeiw,(f'eﬁ:and the

=befty a5 a perfon of wifdume 5 and, Piety , and
. éqqdﬁf{?- And indeed it is the trueft and. the
-bighelt Honour_ tobe #ife and Gudy: And- it s

exceeding natiral to mante delire hononr » Apd:
~1itig lawful to have adue. and- modérate fenfe and

El

-egard to Our hononr: ‘And all th's being fos

how eafie is it for Pride to take th's advantage,
-and togo alitele farthér, while we thinkhat we
= g0 but this far, and keep within.our boneds. |

. #nd the oot of the erraur Tyerh in Azf?f[”;a




30  from commaon Chriftians,then God, c&r.
Self-fifbnef, and (arnalisy. By the firft, we neg-
1e&t gfﬁ%mming of Ged, wgich fhould be ot
| nemoft aim ; and to which all our own Honosr
fhould be purely referred , asameans: By the-
I fecond, we'/dolizeour felves, and are funk imnto,
and centered ity our felves, andfeek that honour
~ toour felves, ‘which we fhould wholly refer to
{ God alone. - And by the third, we over-value
Moan and higefteem; " and live upon the thoughts
and breath of mortals, and feekthe honour which
is given by one to another more than che honour
whichis of God : Whereas we fhould make it
our grand care and ftudy, tobe pleafing to our
* Maker, whichiis the higheft honour, and lawal
é and neceffary to be fought 3 and (hopld be more
indifferent s to the efteem and thoughts of man,
E as being 1o further tegardable, than it conduceth
toour divine and ulgimateends } oty
* And when Pride hath thus fiirned the eye of
, “the foul, from God; to our [elves , and to: the

g ool
l 3

|

|

> Creatyre, it is awarking fin ; and will be alwayes i
' feeking to fetch in fewel for its felf to feed on, | =
} and to find out Wayes to make our fefves confpi-- | 3
r “cuous and obferved in the world : And to fepa- g

rate our felves ‘into diftinét focictics, that the
| world may [ee we are above (ummunion With the
! colder duller fort of Chriftidns, is one of the
' moft notable means to this felf-exaltingetd:

And many Chriftians that are more humbie do ,
; Yet {o much mif-onderftand the Scripeare prin® 3
L ciples of Comsunion, that they think they
' fhould corrupt the Church, and fin againid Gods.
‘ if they ftood not ina feparared fFate from  thofe of

. thecolder fort. And this is canfed much , bY
: = : taking

B . s s i
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taking thofe Scriptutes to fpeak of all cold and
carnal Chriftians, which fpeak only of the Hea~
then and Infidel world. And this cometh to
pafs by the Bappinefs of their birth and breeding =
becaufe they are born and bred where there are’
almoft none , byt profefled Chriftians, and
they fee not the fwarms of Heathens that worithip
idols and creatures, or of the Infidels who fcorn
and perfecute the Chri@ian name , cherefore they
. live as ifthere wereno fuch perfons. They know
that the world and the Church comprehend all
mankind 3 and that the Cherch is gathered ont of
. thewurld And becaufe they fze the Charch, bue
fee not the world , out of which it is eathered
therefore they are looking for che world in the=
Charch , and think that the commener fort of
Chriftians are the #arld 3. and the better and
more igildus_“ fort only are the 4 Ex}'c‘z; which
therefore’ muft pe gatief'c‘é! out of the world =
And fothey sather the Church out of the Charch,
while they think that the 7 gather it dut of the
World. - And all this 1§ becanfe they know no
more than they fee, or at leaft are affeed with
D0 more ; butlive asif England or Enrope were .
all theworld.  One years abode in dfja or A-
frica might cure this erroir,. : -
In 2°Cir. 8. 12,13, 6. the Apoftle forbid~
deth the Chriftiang to marry with Infidels; be-
eaufe light bash no communion with darknefS , nor
7igb;eou/§aej} with unrighteoufne(s , nor Chriff with
Belial, And therefore inferreth, that he that
believeth hath no part with an Infidel 5 nor the Tem=
Pleof God any any-agreemens with 1dols.  And for
this he cigeth the words of the Prophet , Comre
out

‘Sepamtia-n, how c_au['ed.‘ =

|
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32 Separasion how canfed, .

out from amng them, and be ye [eparate, , and touch
‘ot the umclean thing.  All thefe words which thz
Apoftle fo plainly fpesketh only 2gainft marryirg
with Tofidels and Tdolaters, and. hiving commu-
‘nion with them, “eithey incimately ot in their fin
are by abundance of igrorant Profeflors abuled,
as if they had commanded us to feparate from the
cotdé! and common “fort of Chriftizns, and to
come oat. of ‘the Charch whéreof “they are mem-
bérs. " 'What profaning of Gods word s 'this?
atid ‘how grofs and pdlpable'z contrad &ing of its
plain expreffions “Tt was a Church “of fuch, mig-
“‘ed’ Chniftians as“our Churches do confilt of , .0
which the Apoftle wrote thofe words; And be-'
‘catfe he commandetfi them to fepirate from in-
_timacy with Heatbens and Infidels (yec {o as when
they are once married to thefm),to continue ifi
it) ' “therefore “thefé men fay,that one part
of the:Charch is' called'to ‘come forth and fepa-
‘BB oa e, Do 20 T T
" $nd with the ke abufe they apply e c0f1<
mand [ (ime ot of Babylon ] 10" them thar bave
“no communion with Babylin; Ard when igno-
“riance's wncharivablenef§ , and poffion , have taught
“them to call'Chrifts Churches Batyles, they add
“finto fin, the fin 6f feparation to the fin. of flan-
der and reproach ; andabufe the Textaccordiy
“to'thejr falfe cxéﬂ’ﬁﬁpm}f Wy o iy bl
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The Chwreh Vifible and myflical, 33

DIRECT. V.

Enderfland vightly the trie difference be-
tween the Mypical and the Vifitle (harch,
and the qualification of therr M embers 5.
ard do not confound them , asif it were

the [ame perfons anly,. that mufl be Mem-
bers of borh; Hziiod

A THE— Myftical Church indeed hath none-

‘buttrae Saints: But the 77 ifible Charch con=

- tameth multitndes  of Hjpocrires 5 who profefs
themfelves to be what they are not : They pros

fefsto believe in God, while they negle& him g

% and to be roled by God, white they difobey him,

a0d are ruled by their lufts: They profefs to

p Love God and forfake the world, whileft they:
g 10ve the world, and Godis not in all their

thonghts : They profefs to love the holy Scrip-
- tures, whileft they negle them and love not ehe
holinefs of cheir precepts.  They profefs to be-

# lievein Jefus Chrift, whileft their hearts fegle&t

his grace and government.* They profefs to be-
- Heveinthe holy Spirit, and to hold the Com<
munion of Szints in the Catholick Church 3 ‘whi-
- lefbthey refi@ che Spirit, and love not Saints, All
-~ thisfheweth that they are Hypocrires; ~ But abun-
dance of Hypocrites are in the Vifible Church. _
- Nay, God would have no Hypocrites' caft out;
. but thofe who bewray their hypocrifie by impe-
. nitency in proved Herefie or grofs fin. - “ E
- We muft not model the Chrch of Chrift ac
\ F ’ cording
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;: Scandals and ﬂyj)acrzm have

cording to our private fancies: Weare not the
Lords of it, nor are we fitor waorthy to difpofe
of it ! Lookinto the Scripture, and’ take it for
the Rule, and fee there of what manner of per~
fons the Vifible Church hath been conftituted in
all ages of the world till now, In the firft Church
in eAdsms family, a Cain, wasg the firft born
member, and fo continued, “till he was excom-
municated for the murder of his brother. In 2
Chureh of eighe perfons who were f{aved ont of
all the world, the Father and Paftor wasoverta=
ken with grofs drunkennefs, and one of his fons
was a curfed Cham. In 1 Church of fix perfons
faved from che wickednefs of Sedoms, two of them
(Losfonsinlaw ) perifhed in the flames among
the unbelievers : 2 third was turned jinto a pillar
of fale 7 the Father and Paflor was drunk two
nights together, after the fight of fuch # terrible
miracle , and after fo ftrange 2 deliverance to
himfelf : and commitred inceft twice jn his deun-
kennefs : The two that remained (his daughters)
canfed his drunkennefs purpofely and committed
inceft with him. 1In the Churchin Abrabams £2-
mily, there wzs an Ifbmael : And in- the Church
i Ifancs family there was an Efux : and even
Rebeka and Facib guilty of deceitfu equivoca-
tion: And Alrabam and I[2ac dented their wives
tofave themfelves in their unbelief, In Facob’s
family was a Simeon and Levi, who mardered
multitudesunder a pretenfe of Religion, and un-
der the cover of falfe deceit ; And almoft all his
fons moved with envy, fold. their brother Fofeph

- fora flave 5 and fome were hardly kept from

mardering him : And his daughter Dinab Wﬂgfeé
: : ile
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filed by defiring to fee the company and fafhions
of the world. - [nthe Church of the Ifraelites in
the Wildernefs, after all the miracles which they
had fcen, and the mercies they had received , {0
greatwere their fins of unbelief and murmur=
8, and luft, and whoredomes, 2nd idolatry, and
difobedience, that but two of them that came ont
of Egypr, were permitted co enter the promifed
fand: " Inthe times of the Judges they fo oft re-
N€Wed their idolatry, befides all their other fins,
tnat they fpenta great part of all thofe ages in
Captivity forit, And when the villanies of Gie
beab had imitaced the Sodemitesy and ravithed 2
. Woman todeath, cheTribeof the Benjamites de-
‘fended it by awar, and thatin three battels, till
fourty thoufand of the innocent Xfraclites were
flain,” and twenty five thoufand of the Bemjamises.
Look through all the Books of Samsel, the Kings,
and Chronicies y and the Prophets; from the fad
{tory of che fons of £/i and of Samuel, 10 all the
wicked Kings that followed , who kept up odious
Idolatry ( even Sulomon himfelf ) and fcarce two
or three of the b didpat down the high places :
And when Hezekiah was zéalous to reform, the
hearts of the fubje&s were not prepared, but
derided or abufed the Meflengers whom he fent
about , to call the people home to God: Ad«-
nafleh’s wickednef(s is fcarcely to be parallel’d :
And when God fent his Prophets to call them to
repentance, they mocked his Meffengers , and
defpifed and abufed his Prophets , till the
wrath of the Lord arofe, and there was no re-
medy : 3 Chron. 36. 15, 16. Read over the
Prophets, and fee there »\fgm a people this C'/mrclé
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of God was.  The ten Tribes were drawn by Fe-
reboam to fin, by fetting vp Calves at Das and
Betheel, and making Priefts of the vileft of the
peoples and forfaking the Temple and the true
worthip of God , and the lawful Priefts. And
thefe lawful PrieRsat Jersfalenm | were ravening
Wolves, andgreedy Dogs, and carelefs and cruel”
Shepherds : The falfe Prophets who deceived
the people were moft accepted : The peopleare
accufed of cracl ty, oppreflion, whoredom, drun-
kennefs, Tdolatry, and hatred of thofe that wouid .
reform chem - They were grievous perfecutors ©
Which of the Prophets did nor yonr fathers kill and
perfecnte 2 faith Chiift, Marh, 23.  Yet ‘this
was the' Church of God , and mapy think his on= -

* Iyvifble Church : And all thefe twelve Tribes

were not {0 big as’ England, and were to the big-
nefs of alf the Earth, no moxe thanone tregto 2
large Wood o Forreft, 2 3

Buc donbtlefs the Gofpel Charch was™ beth
more large and pure.  Let us therefore take 2
view of it : And I befeech you remember , that
what T fay is not to make fin'lefs odious ;, nor the
Church or Godly lefs efteemed : but to fhew
you the frame'of the vifitle Church in all Genera=
tions, and'how it differech from the invifible; left
you fhould take oriyou to be wifer than God, and
to build his houfe afier 2 better rule than his Gof-
péls and the primitive pattern, and marrallby
being wife in your own conceits, and by being'
righteous overmuch.  Ecclef, 7. Arnd ] pray you

“forger not , that the Primitive Church was ‘the -

L=
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mitft pares and the pastern of thefe following's. ?“?_1
had isfpired Apgftlesto be its Guides; and infpired

Pro-.
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- Prophets to beitsHelpers , and abundance of Ai-
vacles and extraordinary gifts, to garher and edi-
| fieit; tofilence its enemies, and to terrifie and
- reftrainoffenders, and to bring up. the Church
- to the higheft degree of holinefs that could be
- Wellexpedred, And withall, the Members were

- N0t driven in Ly force by Magiftrates, nor a/- -

lured by any world]y commodities , but wese a
few ¥ olunteers, who in a time of perfecution ,
- Profefled Chrift, to their hazard or Afuffering in
“theworld.  Yet fee what they were.
" The faultine(s of the Teachers.
The Apofiles before the deach of Chrift,
though they had fo long heard his do&rine , and

feenhig miracles, nnderftood not that he muft’

die for our fins, and be buried , and rife 2gain,
and afcend inco Heaven, and there intercede for
us, and ruje ths Church, Joh.13. 16. and 10.6.
Lnk. 18.34. and 9.45. and 34. 43, 44,45. Pe-
ser fo much perfwaded Chrift from tha {uffering
by which ths world was to be redeemed , that
Chrit {peaketh to him as he did to the Devil.

Matth, 4. Get thee bebind me Satan; for thos fa-

voureft not the things that be of God, bat thofe thar be
of men. March, 16, 32, 23+ Fames and his beloe
veddifciple #sbn ( called fons of thunder 5 per-
haps for this or fych like zeal ) would have cal-
Yed for fire from beaven to deftroy the unbelieving
adverfaries of the Gofpel, and knew not of what
fpirit they were. Fudas was one that was fent out
to preach the Gofpel by Chrift himfelf, ( who
knew his heart:) Many that preached and pro-
phefied and caft ont Devils in his name , were
Workers of iniquity, whom he never knew with
: : F 3 fPCCl‘_

TR e o st

The Primisive Vifitle Charches. 37

&



file:///yorld

