
but mn(t have time. 

i t may be fan&ifyed to us in a l i t t le time. 
1. Confiderl pray you, why elfeit is>fihat God 

hath fo multiplied commands, to dig for i t as for 
Silver, and fearch for i t as a hidden treafure : to 
cry for Knowledge and l i f t up our voice for un-
derftanding.: to wait at th^ pofts of wifdoms 
doors; to fearch the Scriptares and meditate in 
them day and night: Is not this fuch ftudy and 
labour as men ufe, to get underftanding in other 
•kind of profeffions? Are not thefe the plain com­
mands of God ? and are -they not their deceivers 
who contradict them. 

2. Is i t not a blafpheminj; of Gods fp i r i t , to 
•make i t the Patron of mens iioth and idlenefs, un­
der pretenfe of magnifying grace ? When fo ma­
ny Texts command us diligence, and flothfulncfs 
is fo greats fin.? And none are fo forward to 
preach as thefe fame men that cry down mens 
teaching. 

J. W h y hath God fetled a Teaching Office in 
Ins Church, and commandeth all to attend and 
•hear and learn; i f wearctaught by the Spirit 
without mans help ? Why were the Apoftlej fent 
out into all the world ? And why are they com­
manded to reach all Nations, and to teach the 
•Church all that Chrirt commanded them ? and 
why doth he promife to be with them to the end 
of the world ? but that this is the way of the Spi­
rits teaching, to teach thofe firft who are our out­
ward teachers, and then to help us to underftand 
them f And thofe are taught of God, who are 
taught by thofe who are fent of God to be their 
teachers, and have the inward concurrence of his 
grace. 

D A 4« A d " 



8 The need of Study. 

4- Advife with the experience of all the world 
who-was the man that ever you knew able to ex­
pound one Chapter in the Bible, by the inward 

* teaching of the Spirit alone without any labour of 
his own, or help from others, by voice or wr i -

-'ting? Where dwellcth that man who by meer 
mfpiratioB, can turn one Chapter out of Hebrew 

. or Greek into the vulgar tongue ? The firft part 
to 2f our preaching or publishing the Scriptures is by 

Tranuating them into a language which is under-
ftood. When Ez,ra in his Pulpit of wood}did read 
the Law and give thefenfe, the meaning is,that he 
read it in the ancient Hebrew tongue in which 
i t was written, and turned i t into the language 
which the Jews then ufed ( who were grown much 
ftr2ngers to their ancient fpeech. J Where is the 
man.that can folidly unfold any'Dodtrine of D i ­
vinity, which -he never read o r heard of, or can 
teach that truth> and defend that Religion, which 
he was never caught by man ? He is a ft ranger |n 
the world whofeeth not, that as in Law and Phy-
lick and other profeffionsj though Tome are igno­
rant even when they are old, yet commonly ail 
men are wifeft and ableft in their own profeflion, 
and thofe know molt, who having natural capaci­
ties have had befftelp , and. longed time, and 
hardeH ftudies, the Spirit aflifting them by his 

- commm help to make i t Knowledge, and by his /fe­
cial grace t© make i t a fantlifying fyojtledge.Thzte-
fo-e remember to give due renbe&to them that 
have been longer in Chrift than you, and to them 
that hw£longerftxdyedthz Scriptures, and to them 
that hive had greater helps and experience •* And 
dp not ceo eafijy imagine, that thole who are be-



of Spiritual Pride, $ 

'ovv them in all thefe advantages, are vet above 
them in found underftaridiag : Though ftich 
wonder may foretime come to pafs. 

a 

D I R E C T . I I . 

pbferve mil the fecret and fuhtil workings 
tffprhual pride, and ho%\ deep\-rotted and 
dangerous a fin it and what [fecial temp­
tations to this odious fin, the younger and 
empty headed christians bave-y that the 
rejiftasce of them may be your daily carem 

p R i d e is the felf-idolizing fin': the great rebel 
A agamftGod : the chief part of the Derils 
image : that one fin which 'breaketh even* com-
mandmenr- the Heart of the old man: the root 
and Parent^ndfumrnary of all other fin • the A n -
tichriltiaffWce, which is moftdireaiy contrary 
to the 1 ire'of Chr i f t ; the principal object • hi 
Ciodshatred and difdain , and the mark of thofe 
whom he delighteth to tread down; and the cer­
tain Prognofbck of dejeftipn and abatement, ei-
tner by humbling- repentance, or damnati­
on. 

I t 1? called [Spirit^ Pride'] from the Object, = 
When men are proud of fpiritnal excellencies, real 
or fuppofed. And this isfo much worfe th?n 
Pride of Beauty, apparel, riches, high places, o r 
high birth, as theabufe of great and excellent, 
things, is worfe than the abufe of vanities and 
trifles; and as things fpiritual are in themfelves 

nurc 



i o Pride of our underflAndin^ 

more contrary to the nature of pride, and there­
fore the fin hath the greater enormity. 

The common exercife of this Religious or f p i -
ritual Pride is firft about pur Knowledge, and Se­
condly about our Godlinefs or Goednefs, 

I "Pride of our under/landings, worketh thus: 
Firf t , a man that was formerly in darknefs , is 
much affe&ed with the new-come l ight , and 
perceiveth that he knoweth much more than he 
did before : And then he groweth to a carnal 
and corrupt eftimation of i t , valuing i t more as 
Nature is fleafed with i t , than as i t isfanftified 
hy i t : Delighting in knowledge for i t felf , more 
than for the purity. Love and heavenlinefs 
which i t fliould effect. Then he lopketh about 
him on the ignorant fort c f people, who know 
not what he knoweth, and feeth how far 
they are below him : And he thinketh with him-
felf , what a difference hath God made between 
MeandThem: Andbecaufe Tbanhfulneft is * du­
ty, heobfervethnotho\v^r/^doth;wirt it felf 
with i t , and creep in under the prqte&ion of its 
name: And how Thankfuinefs and Pride have 
the fame expreflions, and both of them fay, I 
iUn^thte O Father that thott h*ft bid the fe things 
{rm the wife and trudent, and haft revealed them to 
Met • / thank the 0 God that I am not as other 
men are, extortioner sy Hnj*ft, adulterers, or even as. 
%U?uhlican, Lt&. 18. H . And then heis fota-
fcen up with the things which he knoweth, that 
k perceiveth not what knowledge yet hewa^> 
c t rTAnd the deep $t&m which his knowledge 
Worleth inhim, or the tickling fleaf*' which he 
hath i n knowing, joyned with this ignormt ofc 



^ How it rifeth andworketh. I 1 

his ignorance in other things, doth make him 
over-confident ojf all his apprehenfioas, as i f e-
yery thing which he imagineth were an abfolute 
certainty : And fo he wanteth that humble fuf-
picion of his own underftanding, which a true 
acquaintance with his ignorance would have cau-
fedin him ; And thus "he. groweth to over-value 
all his own conceivings ; and to under-value all 
the opinions and reafonings of others, which are 
contrary to his own : And thence he proceeds to 
corrupt his Religion! with fuch mif-apprehenfi-
ons \ md his rafti unfufpefted underftanding en­
tertains one errour firft, and then that Jets in 
many more ; t i l l he have efpoufed a ftlf-chofen 
frame of do&rine, inftead of thefacred truths of 
God,and method of the Gofpe l : And from hence 
heproceedeth tochoofehis Religious exercifes 
alfo,according to thefe mif-apprehenfions: Thefe 
make him Duties, which are no Duties, and fins 
which are no fins: And thus he calletb evil, good, 
illdgood, evil 5 And futteth darknefsfor light , and. 
light for darknefs ; bitter for fvteet, And fweetfor bit­
ter. And having made him a Religion of his own, 
he confidently thinketh that i t is of God: And 
next he valueth all men that he hath to do with 
according as they are nearer or farther o f , f rom 
this, which he accounteth the way of God : He 
choofeth his Church or party whom he wi l l joyn 
with, by the teft of this Religion,which hi^ pride 
hath chofen : He zealoufly declaimeth againftthe 
oppofers of his way, as againft the adverfaries of 
truth and Godiinefs , and confequently of Gcd 
himfelf. He prayeth up his opinions, and preach-
eth them up, and contendeth for tnem ; and 

pray-



1 1 The workings of Pride of mind, 

praye:h and preaciech and difpnteth down all that 
JS agiinft thenrt. He Iaboureth to ftrengthen the 
party that i> for them, and to weaken that which 
is ag:inft them: And thus he divided the kingdom 
and farhily ofCbcift;H3 deftroyeth firft,the Love 
of his brother and neighbour in himfelf, and then 
laboureth to deftroy i t in all others, by fpeak-
ing againfl thofe that are not of his-way with 
contempt and obloquy to repreient them as an 
mjovelyfort of men • And it the intereft of his 
came and party do require i t , perhaps he w i l l 
next deftroy their perfon;: And yet all this is 
done in zeal of God, and is an acceptable fer-
vice to him : And they thin* all &e Neuter " and 
Lukewarm, who profecate not the Schifm as fer­
vently as they, and fight not agiinft Love with 
as much vehemency : Yea and rm ail this, they 
arefttli con^dentjthit they Love the Brethren with 
Z (fecial L'ive, and make ic the mirk that they are 
C<ri fh difciples > and that they are palfed from 
death to l i fe , becaufe they love the party and per-
fons, who are of their o wn opinion and way. And 
tfftfs P R I D E infenftoW, while they perceive 
k not at all, doth choke the*? O naions, their Re-
ileions, their Parties, and mike their Duties and 
their fins, and rule their judgments, affections 
sni their anions; which is all but the fame thing, 
which the Scripture in one'word callefh H E R E ­
S Y . And all that I hive f i i d , you may find 
faid in other word? in the third Chapter of 
J am'A. 

And there vczim things which greatly pro-
mo:e this in • The one is a conceic that all theic 
a^prehm'uous arc the Spirits liftms, or the efteifc 

of 



Fathering Mrrcrs en the Sprit. 13 

• of its illumination. And the works and teach-
f¥ *ngs cf the fp i r i t , are not to be contrsdi&ed, or 
^ fufpeaed, but to be honoured. Therefore they 

• think that i t is a refilling of the f p i r i r , to refiffe 
\jp their judgment: And they are perfwaded that 
, ] / J" 2 1^ appreherfions are caufed by the fpir ir , part-
\$ iy becaufe they had no fuch thing whileft-
B lived in wickednefs, but i t came in either 
y with their change or Ihortly after : And tbere-
H f ° r e ; they think that the fame light which fhew-
t f i ed.them their fmful ftate, doth fhew them alfo 
fill a II thefe principles : And partly becaufe tfeey find 
9 ' t h e m f e l v e s as <^ /> with thefe mifappre-
• ^nfions, as with other which are found and right; 
• therefore they are confident that they come" from 
HE ;the fame fp i r i t : And fpecially when thefe thoughts 
f^ come in upon the reading of the Scripture, or 

in meditation, or after earneft prayer to Gcd, 
J t 0 ^ a c h t h e m by his fpir i t and lead them into the 
g r truth, and not to fiiffer themtoerr ; and when 
.0f firid that they have good ends and meaning?, 

and a defire to know the t ruth; all thisperfwa-
deth them that i t is the fpir i t from whom their 
thoughts proceed; when yet i t may be no fuch 

9 thin© # 
And another much greater and commoner 

^ caufeof this /elf-conceitednefs is this: A l l mens 
underftanding--? are naturally imperfect j Our 

H . knowledge about Natural things is fmaJl- and 
dark, much more about things fupernatural>• The 

/ wifeft mult fay, We know but in part: And the 
variety of mens degrees of .-knowledge , joyntd 
with trie difference of their educations, and ad-

* ' vant?ges and fore-going thoughts, doth make as 
>l \ " great 



Error (till unknown. 14 
great a diverfity of underftandings as of complexi­
ons: And yet i t is very hard to any man, to have 
a fufficient diffidence and fufpicionof hismifta-
Jcing mind. For what a man knoweth, He knoweth 
that he knoweth. But ho man that erreth doth 
know that he erreth i For that is a contradicti­
on. I f I knew that I erred in judgment, I muft 
know tkat the thing is otherwifc than I judged ic 
to be : which is impoflible to the fame under-
ftanding at the fame time : For then judging were 
no judging; as being contrary to knowledge : 
When l feefucha difficulty about a point , as to 
pafs no judgment at a l l , But remain in meer fui-
pence., then I can eafily perceive that I am i g n 0 " 
rant of i t : But when I pafs any judgment) I can­
not perceive that my judgment is falfe , except 
i t be in the cure of it,and by the fame light which 
changeth i t : when I err, I can never know that 1 
err, but in fenfu divifo, when I ceafe my error : 
when I know that I erred, I fo err no longer. 
And becaufe every thing which appearethto us, 
doth appear in fome kind of light or other, and 
appeareth in fome form, and as clothed with fome 
qualities, the undemanding therefore prefently 
hath fome thought or other of i t : i f we take any 
notice of i t , we Hull have fome kindof conce­
ption and opinion of . i t : And few things in tne 
world do appear to us in fuch equal diverle 
ftapes, astoleavetheunderftandirg wholly du-. 
bious, whether i t be this or that* Though of 
that which hath no appearand at all , I am whouy; 

ipnorart, and have no conception. And when 
one part of a thing is feen, and many other parts 
cfitareunfeen , we arc all apt to cchceive of 



Tbe Caufe, and Cure. 15 

/ J *ke whole according 10 the part which we fee, and 
n o " * l o w a j u f t f u f p e n f i o n orfufpicion for all the 
parts which are unfccn. That which I fee, aflefc-

mm 5 t h ™ e « « thing feen: But that which I fee net, 
frft tome, and therefore affe&eth me not 
mm, * t a " ' That part which / k n o w , /know that it 

R , & [° ^ ^ a t it is: I t is in my mind & memory.* 
fli y B u t that part which I know not, I know not that it 
H | *> or know not vthtt it is; fo that feeing one fare 
f t y ° f th ings , and not feeing another, (yeaperhaps 
4u>', ™*nj others, ) doth not only caufe our error in 
fify judging of them, but t l fo maketh i t very hard, to 
111J queftion o rd i f t ru f t our judgments: For we muft 
1 ; / n o t j b e S c e f t i c k * and doubt of all things: No* muft 
W A e , f C n y b e I i C f t 0 f ° m U c h a S i S" r e v c a I e d t 0 U S : 

ttfif r ^ n ° therefore however at theprefent we appre-
*3 * l e n d things, ju f t fuchVe areufually confident 
\A ™ a t they are. And in this difficulty all error and 
V t h e * a m c n t a b * e confequences of it do come in. 
V TWL L c ftaI1 a m a n d o i n f o h a r d a freight ? 
% y t m s e v e r y ^ u m b I e fcan muft do. He muft 
fm tread fafely, and proceed warily, and try the f p i ­
s' A rits> and try the doctrines offered him through-
J Y' , , ^ i s b y a I 1 t h e m e a n s which God hath ap-

m poioted him for that ufe. He muft not ftrive a-
^ gainft the light \ but he muft take heed of taking 
#J darknefs for light, or hearkening to the decei-
) * ver, when he transforrrteth himfelf into an angel 
> ° f - l l § ; ( w h ' l C h i s n ° t unufual) what cometh 
m with e vidence of truth muft be received as truths 
L and held f a f t , and not again Jet go; however 
5 f o m e t i m e s i t may have a fecond and third tryal. 

And when you fee any truth, remember that i t 
6 is ftill with a defective f i g h t , and that you fee 
% • ' ' J but 



1 6 The Cure of Pride. 

but in part: And- therefore allow a freedome 
in your underloadings, to receive the reft. You 
are certain that you fee »w all that is to be feen, 
of any Dc&rineor Science, any more than cf a-
ny creature : And you are uncertain what influ­
ence the unknown parts, would have upon that 
part which you know, or what alteration i t would 
make upon your apprehenf.cn, i f you faw them 
altogether in their connexion. Therefore be fare 
that in your moft confident apprehenfions, you 
never forget that t|ere is ftill much more n&nw» 
to you than you y*g know. And this will pre­
serve a humility anlrmodefty in your underftand­
ings and a capacity and fitnefs to receive more 
knowledge: When the forgetting of this, wil l 
make you proud and arrogant and prefumptuous, 
and like the fool that rageth and isconfident, even 
in your ignorance and fhame ; and wi l l fliut up 
your minds againft that knowledg which you want. 

But efpeciaily i f ycu know that your advantages 
for knowledge have been Jefs than ether mens: 
that you are young, or that it is but a few years 
fince you entred upon the ftcdy cf the Scriptures, 
o r that you have net any ftronger natural parts 
than other men j or that you have not had that 
meafure of Learning which might further your 
knowledge cf the holy Scriptures; but that o-
thers that differ from you have had much more 
of all thefe helps and means than you; common 
reafon here commandeth you to be modeft, and 
not over-confident in your own opinion, nor too 
much to flight the judgements of fuch others. 

Efpecially i f thofe that differ from you, be not 
cnly inorv Learned, but as truly ccnfcionable as 

ycu, 
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I m r 6 w n under (I agings. h j 

• you, and as like to be unfeigned lovers of truth, 
• and ruy^ prayed more, and meditated more, and 

W e had more religious experiences than your 
ieives: And yet more, i f they are the greater 
W f - o f i h e ^ / j that differ from you, andvo'i 
are hpgalar in your conceits; in this cafe raju 
conh.ence-n your own opinions, is too palpable 
align of a religious pride. 
t (i^^' • ^ e a r n c ^ f l m e n *re not ahays the »/-
JeJj .^tke matters of Religion. Anfw. • Many men 
I- L e*rned in the Languages and Sciences, who 
are not learned in the Scriptures, j becaufe they 
applyed not their flud es that way. And many 
,<men are Learned in the Scriptu:.e^ arjd the Sacred 
jQi^Ucs, who yet live in f n 5 though-they are able 
,?T a J f r u t h f or others. But thofe that we l l a 

underttandtneScriprurc-s, without Learning the 
Unga -es « U they are written inland the Cu-
mnVW j h 0 f e t u ? e s and Countreys, or without 
S f d ^ a " d iongftudy both'of the Scrip-
W f C i V e V P d t h e m i t i n - s ^ them that 
oetter underftand them, are fe few, fo very few, i f 
any at all, that i f you wi l l pretend -to be one of 
tnem, you had need of fome miracle or fomething 
J^ f

c«-nHracle,to make your felvesxr others be-
oejeve tb-c you are not deceived. See, what I 
nave laid ot this at large, in my Umeafonablenefs of 
Infidelity. 1 J * 

• P^* T^e ^ r e m r »»°»ber are not alxayt in the 
right i therefore vtbyft.ould my ftngdarly difco^gs 
we} Anfw. The greater number through the 
vorldzte not in the right about Chriftiany , foe 
they are net Christians, And the greater number 
©f vulgar Chrift.;ans be not in the right pe*hap? 

E J9 
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in many points of Learning, and Schoiaftick con-
troverhes, becaufe they are nor Learned in fuel* 
controvertres. But all Godly men and Chriftians 
are in the right in all points ejfmial to Godlineft 
and Chriftianity : And therefore they are in the 
certain way of life. And i f in anŷ  integral or ac­
cidental point, you think that you are wifer than 
the greater part, of men as Learned and as God­
ly as your felf, you muft give very good proof of it 
to your felf and others, before i t is to be belie­
ved. I know that in all ages, God giveth fome 
few men more excellent natural parts,than others" 
and he engageth fome in deeper and more labo­
rious ftudies than others: and he bleffeth fome 
mens ftudies more than others: and therefore there 
are ftill fmefen who know more, than the reft of 
the Countrey or ©f mankind: and it-were well 
for the reft i f they knew thefe and would learn of 
them : But thefe are fuch as come to their know­
ledge by hard and laborious ftudies and meditation, 
though alfo by the fiirit bletfing their-endeavours *> 
And they are fuch as give proof of the knowledge 
w hich they pretend to : And they are fuch as 
ploy their knowledge to preferve the peace and 
concord of believers, and do not proudly make s ' 
| t j r with i t , to fet up their own names, though 
thereby they fet the world on fire. 

Make therefore no more of thefe vain defences 
of your Pride : Let no man think of himfelf and 
his own underftanding above what is meet. I P e r " 
fvvade you-not to deny any truth, which indeed 
you know, nor to doubt of any thing whicn 1$ 
made truly certain to you. But value not your 
imdetftandirg's -above their worthy and fix not 

9 too 
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1 0 0 raihly uponyour firfl apprehenfions; and-go 

MM n o t a v v a y wi(h apaflionate confidence, in your 
wm poor, raw, untryed and defective conceptions 
• f u t remember that you know bur lit t le, and muft 

e . t i m e a n c i labour to grow up to the reft. Be 
tr„ n o t n i f e i n ycur own conceits. Rom. 12. 16. & 11 . 
fib ^ * P r o v - 2 ^ - I t - And this is com-
itK ^ t y t h e f i n o f t h e fiothful, that never were at 
' % - a t p a i n s f o r k n 0 v v I e d g e , by which i t muft be at-
4 ^. a i ned. Jhe fiuqgard U wifer in bis own conceit, than 
,{# J even men that can render a reafon, Prov. 26. t6c 

sti< h°U ^ t f * e think w ^en you are conceited of your 
w Knowiedgg^ that you are further from wifdom than 
m * foo1- P f o v . 26. 12. Seefi thou a man wife inbk 
m own conceit? There is more hope of a fool, than of him. 
$t *' n o t wife in thy own eyes, Prov. 3.3 • Wo to them that 
$ j a r e ™ife ™ their own eyes, and prudent in their own 
• -fight* Ifa. f . 2 i . Be not righteous overmuch, neither 

tofith felf over-wife : wbyfhouldfi thou dejlroy thy 
Itff M ? The felf-conceited muft become fools in s 
m their own efteem, i f ever they will be wife, as the 
0P worldly wife muft own that which is folly in the 

judgment of the world, i f ever they wi l l be Wife ? 

2. And there is a Religious Pride of Goodnefs, as _ 
well as of Knowledge, which muft yet more care­
fully be avoided, as being yet worfe than the for-

M mer, as the thing abufed is much better. And this 
J workethasfubtilly and fecretly as the former. It, 
m may not only confift with many complaints and 
^mwnfejfions offtnfulnef^ weakpefs and mworthynefs, 
W o u t even with doubts offineerityandfo much de» 
| J ]*ttednefsz$ feemeth to draw near to defparation. 
m I t is an ordinary thing to hear the fame perfons 
4 E a talk 
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talk in a complaining, doubting-and aJmoft de­
spairing manner of, fpeech, and yet to have .high 
expectations of refpeft from others,- and to be moft 
prvfidly impatient of the leaft undervaluing or neg-
4eB. Yea Pride wi l l make an advavtn^e to it fiif* 
of all thefe humble confejjlons and complaints:. And 

: i t is an old obfervation, that many are proud of 
their humility ; For though it be true that -Aufii^ 
faith, that Grace is a thing which m man can nff 
r.mifs', the mea'ningisonly, chat Grace effcient'y 
can do nothing ami:s: (Foi i f it dc am ifs fo far it 
is not grace,:) Yet objeSjVely all Grace may be 
sbufed, that is, a man may make it §he,obje# pf 
his Price, and the occasion of many other 
fins. 

And this Religiotu Tride ctGoUnef^doihord:' 
narily work under t'"e pretext of T'Linkjullnefs to 
•God for his grace, and Zeal for Hqlyne[s: But it 
may be knowu by that >t a.'wa\s rendeth' to 

. l i f t us up r andtoiiiftjdiminiihing of love too-
•.others, and- to the con'empt of tre we?k, and the 
censuring of ourbrethren, and the civifion and 
djfturbance of the Church of God. They are la­
mentable effects which this Pride produceth, |H 
the Church and all Societies where it ccmeth. I t 

. mafeth all mens G.ocdnefs feem l i t t k , except 
o r own: Itcaufeth the people.to uncei value 

.their Paftor?, and turneth companion of met 5 

nvef knelfes i i to a lovvr contempt : I t fctteth 
a men in his own conceit, fonear to Cod ; that he 
Icoketh down on other men, as tarth.'y animals in 

. companion of himfelf. I t mak-th new terms of 
Ch ;rch-C< mmunion, andteacheth' men to make 
narrower the door of the Church, than God hath. 

nude 



workttbytnd appeareth9nnd is:Ag%ra<VAtei 

m n i a < J " i[' I t caufetn men to deny and vil i f t - Ucds. 
H I 8 r ace, in thofe thatanfwer not their expe&ati-
i o n s : And to chink that the Church is not wer-
• tny of their Communion : And to think that none 
• , t a s t h T > to be the Reformers of the 
^ Churcn an i of the world. ..: 

I mtreat thofe who are in danger of this per-
gg. nicious fin, to think with themfelves. i . What a 
m t l eynouscrime and folly i t is for one that but Jate-
• Jy was a child of the Devil , and a fink of fin, to be 

;yl proud fo quickly of their goodrsefs: And for one 
p tnat fo lately was groaning and weeping with a 
m b ' o k e n hearc for a linful l i fe , to be already pi f f -
: edI up with the conceits of godlynefs. And for one 
m ^ h ° a a i l y maketh confeffionto God, of a finful 
m fi^rt> a nd a tauJty l i fe , and of great unworthy-. 
, J neis,to contradid all this by anover-valuing of his 
W ovyn piety ; And how incongruous it is for one, 
I w n o ProteflcEh to hope for juftification by free 

M grace & mercy only.&to have nothing of his own 
| but what's defijed,and who abhorreth theDoftrine 

of merit, and talkethfo much of our empty-nets 
and narufKciency, to be yet puffed up with the 
conceit of his fpirituality and worth. And whit 

4 ^ odious felf-con-radiaion it is, to make your 
| fe.f like the Devii fa pride, becaufe you think you 
1 are like God inholinsfs. 
^ 2. And confider, that the more you are proud 
£ of your Goodnefs, the iefs you have to be proud of .* 
I I f t h ^ fin be predominant, i t is certain that you 
1. nivenofaving grace at a l l : And what an odious 
I thing and miserable cafe is i t , to.be proud of Ho-
i |y i 1 ! ; fs i when you are unholy ; and to be damned 
I both for vQunt of i t , and for being frond of, it -* 

E3 That 
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That a man fhould be proud of that, for want ot 
which he muft fuffer the fire of He l l ! But i f your 
pride be not predominant, yet i t is certain that in 
what meafure foever you have that vice, in that 
meafure you are deftitute of grace : For true 
grace and pride areas contrary as l ife and 
death. 

3, And ftudy well the meaning of all thefe 
Scriptures (For you fliall not fay that I mK-in­
terpret them to you.) Why was i t that Chrift 
mentioneth the Parable of W Pbarifee, and the 
Publican? one thanking God that he was not fo 
bad as others, and the other thinking himfelf un­
worthy to look up to heaven. Luke 18.10, **• 
Sec. Why did he give us the parable of the pCO-
di°al who confeffeth that he was unworthy to be 
cikd a Son ; and of his elder brother who fwel l -
ed with envy at his entertainment? Why was it 
that Chrift feemed not ftri£t enough to the Pha-
rifees, in keeping the Sabbath, nor in his Diet,nor 
in his Company, but they called him a glutto-
nous-perfon and a wine-bibber, and a friend ot 
Publicans and finners ? Was it not becaufe their 
q>rUe and fuperftiticn made them think too high­
ly of their own religioufnefs ? and to make fins 
and duties which God never made,and then to ccn-

=.demn the innocent for want of this humane reh-
oioufnefs? What was the fin condemned in IJa. 
£ c . 5. [ W h i c h A J , [tanUy thy felf; cme not 
near to me; far 1 am holier than thou.'] What ffiean-
eth that command in PJuJ.2.3. Let nothingbe done 
through firife or vainglory ; but-in Imlinefs of mnd, 
let each epem others better than themfelves]Keaa 
this verfe over upon your knees, and begot uoa 
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E© write i t on your hearts: And I would wi/h all 
Aflemblies of dividers and unwarrantable Separa­
t e s , to write i t over the doors of their meeting 

H i ? 5 « A B c l i 0 y n w i t f l it&ww. 12. 10. Be kind-
i y affeltmed one to another with brotherly love, in 

J honour preferring one another ( that-is, before 
• f p l ^ A W . ) B u t f p e c i a l l y r e a d a i 3 d f t u d y , Jam.;. 
wMfk * n 3 word, i f God would cure the Church of 

•xtligiofujtride, the pride of and the pride 
•xm ? a n c ^ ? 0 0 ^ / J t f l e Church- would hive 

fewer Herefies and contentions, and have much 
f i ! V ! ' 2 0 r e P e a c e , and much more true mfdom and 

* D I R E C T . I I J. 

Overvalue not the common guift of utterance* 
mr a high Profef ion, m if the prefence or 
abjence of either of them, did prove the 
•preface or abfence of true faving grace. 

y E T I ftiall anon tell you, that neither of 
j i C m u ^ " b e Hn&*rv*lueA , nor accounted 

needlefs ufelefs things. But the overvaluing them, 
aathcaqfed great diftempers in the minds and 
affections, and communion and pra&ife, of ma­
ny very well meaning Chriftians. When Go&, 
had firft brought mefrom among the more igno-
rant fort of people, and when I firft heard re l i -

m giousperfons pray without forms, and fpeakaf-
J f e & I 0 n a t e l y a n ^ Terioufly 0: fpiritual and hea-
y venly things, I thought verily that they were at 
,(p ' E j undoubted 
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mdodtfcl Saints 5 and the fudden apprehenfion of 
•the difference of their guifts and fpeech from o-
thers, made' me think confidently that 'the one 
fort had the mark or God npon them, and the o-
t'her had nothing almoft of God at a l l : T i l l ere 
Jong of thofe vvh)'m I fo much honoured , one 
fel l oft to fenfuality and to fcrfecatino forvtdit), 
and another fell to the fouleft berefie \ and ano­
ther to difturb' the Churches peace by turbulent 
animofities and divifions. But the experience of 

^ this Kingdom thefe twenty fixe yeares, hath done 
fo much to convince the world what crimes may 
ftand with high profefltons, that / know not .that 
/ever met with th: man, thaL would deny i t : 
feeing every fe& cafteth i t upon * n the reft, 
however fome cf them would' juftifie tremfelves. 
But / greatly fear left the generation which is 
now fpringing up and knew not tbofe men, nor 
their mifcarnages, w i l l iofe thebenefit o f thefe 
dreadful warnings, and fcarce believe what high 
profelTours did turn the proudeflcverturners of 
all Government; and refifters and defpifers of 
minillry and holy order in the Churches and the 
moft railing Quakers, and themoft filthy and 
blafpheming Ranters •, to ua r n all the world to 
take heed of being Proud of f$$Mi*t gu;.jts and 
high fr'6ft$c#s*'iin that be that ftannceth in his 
own curiceit, fhould take heed left he fall . 
" Whenguifts of utterance in prayer or talk­
ing are thus overvalued and'high profefliens 'are 
fa ken to have-more in them th n they hive, men 

'pre'enrly modclle their W&f»»f} and then the 
Church according'to'thefe in if- conceivings: And 
S talkative perfon who by company 2nd life hath 

• • * ' OCT 
1 . p a 
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got more of thefe gaifts,,. than better Chriftians, 
/hall be extolled and admired, when many a 
humble upright foul, that wantct'h fuch utterance, 
fhail be faioVt© be nojrofejfor, and fo to be unwor­
thy of the Communion of Saints. 

M i l k k e me not : I know that though pro-
feflionmay be without fincerity,yet Mncerity can­
not be WithoLit fome profeflionv when there is op­
portunity to make it : And I know that Grace is 
a vital principle, and like fire wh ch wi l l work 
and feek a ivent i f you would reftrain i t : .And 
that Gifts of utterance are great mercies cf God 
for the Edification of the Church'. But here lyeth 
your unhappy errour in this cafe, i . You take 
WQcommoHfrofetfionofCbrtfiamtjtO be no frufef-
fion at all, becaufe there is wanting a profeffion of 
*re.?ter z,e4 and forwardnefs- When as the common 

jort of people in this Land, do profefsto (land to 
their baptifmal Covenant, in which they own the 
eflcntial parts of Godlineft and Chriftianity, and 
all that is of abfokite necefiity.to Salvation. He 
thatt-uly unaerftandeth the baptifmal Ccvenanr, 
and Confenteth to i t , doth perform all which is 
neceflary to a fh te of grace: I f he profefs this, 

*vc b o t h t r E i e f a i t b a n c ^ r e P e n t ance, and 
lanc-tihcation and mortification, and all that is ne- s 

cefiary to make a man a Chriftian. How then 
can you fay that thefe are no Profejfers ? I tell you 
(excepta few ApoRates) the common fort of 
people in this Land are Profefl'ors of true faithv 

and godlinefs! Whether they are true ProfeJf>rs 
without dillembl mg is another queflion '> but they 
are pr»fej[,,rs of the truth. 

' I f 
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I f you fay, that 1 heir ignorance and ungodly 
lives doth fhew that they either underftand not 
the baptifmal Covenantor Content not to i t , 
I anfwer , Mark well what you fay your felves,: 
,For this doth but ihew that they are Hypocrites : 
You cannot fay then that they are no tProfejfors9 

but tfiat they are dijfembling profefors* They pro-
fefs the truth, they do not truly and uprightly 
profefs i t . I tell you,fa!l the coramonfortof the 
people in England, are either Saints or Hypo­
crites : fee how I have proved this to them in my 
Treatife called The formal Hypscrite. They all 
profefs enough to fave them i f they fincerely pro-
.feiTed i t . He that is baptized and profetTeth him­
felf a Chriftian, and yet is a drunkard, a fvvearer, 
a fornicator,or fuch like, is certainly an Hypo­
crite as going againft his own profetTion : The 
very Creed, Lords Prayer and Ten Command­
ments have enough to condemn him as an hypo­
crite. And will you now come in , andjuftifie 
thefe men from their hypoerifie, by faying that they 
are no Profefirsf Jf they were no Profeffors,they 
could be no Hypocrites, but meer Atheifts or I n ­
fidels. I know that thofe are the highejl fort of 
Hypocrites, who counterfeit the higheft zeal and 
piety, by the highefl profeffion r But this is but a 
difference in degree. Whoever profeffethtobe a 
jChriftian, profeffeth true Repentance, faith and 
holintfs , and is an Hypocrite i f he be not a Saint. 

And then Confider, that i f you would exclude 
any of thefe from the Communion of the Church, 
j t muft not be becaufe they are n§ profejfors, but 
becaufe they are hypocrites, ignorant or fcanda-
kus ? And i f fo , then no man muft be mat out. 
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> ^ but upon Efficient proof : An unproved hypocrite - • 
f,d "n^ o r finner, is no hypocrite or [inner in the judgment 

of the Church : and therefore Hypocrites are al-
W - a y S a § r e a t P a r t o f t h e viable Church. Other-
wife Church-Communion would be founded on 
meer injuftice and tyranny, i f men fhaU be czlkd 
Ignorant, Scandalous and Hypocrites without 
proof. And therefore to exclude baptized profef-

H B fors, by whole Parities or Multitudes, without 
bringing proof againft each perfbn one by one, is 
quite to over-turn Chrifls rules and order, and 
Church Confutations and all Church juftice. I 
confefs i t is the thing which I have'long lamented 
(and often written of efpecially in my Treatife o£ 
Confirmation) thatthofewho are baptized in I n ­
fancy, are not called to a more explicite under-
ftanding profeflion of the Covenant then made, '* 
and have not a more folemn transition into the 
number of adult Communicants : And we are 
not out of hope that this may at Jaft be brought to 
pafs. But in the mean time, the fame perfons 
though lefs regularly do maktprofejpon of the fame 
thing both at tile Lords Table, and in their public^ 
worjbipt and in their common claim to the faith and 
honour of Chriftianity, fo that all fuch muft be 
rejected as hypocrites upon accufation- and proof 
oUmfenitency in fame grofs fin, and not in the lump 
as i f they were noprtfeffors. For profefrs certainly 
they are. 

_ And though I abhor their malignity who would 
viline Religion, by over-hafty accufing of higher f 

Profeffors; and would flatter the wicked and 
ignorant, by making an indifFerency and tepidity 
feem f u f f e n t i n the things of God; yet God 

would 



a? Higher Proftjjors, 

would have 
me bear witnefs to this, truth to care 

fome mens contrary extream : that as this age as 
faid, doth need no proof, hm heinoufly high 

.irofefn miy m fcarry j fo.inthe place where I 
exexciTed my Minif try, I found fome give me a 
-fatisfying evidence in.their lad ficknefs, that they 

c hid long lived a truly godly l i fe , who were n^ver 
noted by their Neighbors, for a ny extraordinary 
zeal at all. I f you ask me, How can it ftand w.th 
grace to be fo much hid?I anfwer. They.made the 
€),m-M7n proftjjionot Cbri/iianity.: they iffjiaWy at­
tended thepublick worihip: they lived blame-
lefly m th :ir places: but theywere of -fi lent re­
tired difpofitions, and were inferiours, who by 
their fupenours were reftrained from frjvm 
f»setingstand fome converfe with more zealous 
perfons,which they defired. And for oaghtyou 
know there may be very many fuch; who muft 
f t t tbe rejected'as nipnfejfjn, nor' without a ptr-
cicalaraccufation andproo 0: unlefs you would be 
a fed in the like kind your felver. 

— _ j i — . 

D I R E C T . I V . 

J f f e f t not tobemxie eminent and Cenfyicu* 
om in Hslinefsy by ft ending at a farthtr di­
stance from thefe lower Profeffors, than God 

' woidi have you, 

I T is the lonhfome fcab of the Romifh Church 
tnat they who wil l be taken for Rdigioxs, muft 

go imo a M)mftery ofFryars and Nun?, and Se­
parate 
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parate tbemfelves from the.refi of Chriftianr, asr, 
worldly fecular people : that fo their Religim 
may be a noted thing, & they may be fet up in their 
hngulanty , as pubjike fpe&acics, for the world 
to admire : Though perhaps they come thither; 
.•tout under the gripes of Ccnfcience, to expiate 
tne gui i tof whoredome, murder, or forre 'mr 
tor-jousiins , which the cenfemned feculars ne­
ver commitred. And it is ftmewhat eafie tc 
proud corrupted nature to enrer into a life qi 
gra ter fdf-denial, thanm.oft MonaiHcks are pur: 
upon, when by It they fhall be thus feparared 
from the reft of mankind, ss. a people of mor^ 
admired holinef?. To fet our icives up in. afepa-
nted fociety, as perfons whom the world mufr 
a ^ S a n t ™6rQ"Religious than the.common fort: 
ofChri l t ians , hath fo much cftentaticn in it„ 
as is a great allurement to Pride. For many & 
one.who perceiveth how <hildi'fh a thine it is, to 
fet ourones f e l f to be obferved tk&eJmkfr 
c r f o r b o d L y . ^ A o r f o r ^ ^ W ^ 
cities, houfes, lands or fuch vanities, doth 
yet think that i t is an excellent thing, to be ho-
roured by men, e'fpeciaily by the vvifeft and the 
beft, as a perfon of mfdtme , a n d . i ^ n , and 
u- u^L A n d ' Meed it is thexrueft and. the 
mgnelj Honour to be Wife and Gidit And it h 
exceeding naturarto man to defre .honour :> And 
i t is lawful to have a due and moderate feme and 
regard to o U f honour : And all th s being fo> 

-howeafieisit for Pride to take th s'.advantage, 
and togo aiitt je far ther, vvfUe we think!-hat we 
go but this, f f t , and keep wiHjin our bounds. 

Arid the rcot of the errour jyerh in Mafir** 
• ' Self-



j o from common chriftians,then God, c&. 

S e l f ~ ^ e ^ ^ C a r n a l i t ) ' By the firft, we neg-
UGt the Honouring of Gd, which fhouid be our 
utmoft a im, and to which all our own Honour 
jfhould be purely referred , as a means: By the 
fecond, we Idolize our felvei, and are funk into, 
and centered in our /elves, and feek that honour 
to our [elves', which we fhouid wholly refer to 
God alone. And by the th i rd , we over-value 
Man and hisefteem, and live upon the thoughts 
and breath of mortals, and feek the honour which 
is given by one to another more than the honour 
which is of God : Whereas we fhouid make i t 
our grand care and ftudy, to bepleafing to our 
•Maker, which is the higheft honour, and la wful 
andneceffary to be fought ; and fhouldbe more 
indifferent as to the efteem and thoughts of man, 
as being no further regardabie, than i t conduced 
to our divine and ultimate end. 

And when Pride hath thus turned the eye of 
the foul, from God, to our [elves, and to the 
Creaturey i t is a mrkjngfin J and wil l be alwayes 
feeking to fetch in fewel for its felf to feed* on, 
and to find out 'waves to make our felves confpi-
cuous and obferved in the world i And to fepa-
rate our felves into diftincl: focieties, that the 
world may fee we are above fimmunion with the 
colder duller fort of Chriftians, is one of the 
moft notable means to this felf-exalting end. 

And many Chriftians that are more humble do 
yet fo much mif-underftandthe Scripture prin­
ciples of Communion, that they think they 
fhould corrupt the Church, and fin agamS God, 
i f they flood not in a foaratedfiate from thofe ot 
the colder fort. And this is caufed much, oy 

ta&m 0 



Serration, how can fed, 3 * 

taking thofe Scriptures tofpeak of all cold and 
carnal Chriftians, which fpeak only of the Hea­
then and Infidel world. And this cometh to 
pafsby the happinefs of their birth and breeding* 
became they are born and bred where there are 
aFmott none , but profeffed Chriftians, and 
?j?ey fee not the fwarms of Heathens that worfhip 
idols and creatures, or of the Infidels who fcom 
and persecute the Chriftian name , therefore they 
live as i f there were no fuch perfons. They J<now 
tnat the world and the Church comprehend alt 
mankind 5 and that the Church is gathered out of 
the World : And becaufe they fee the Church, but 
lee not the world, out of which i t is gathered 5 

* n d t m " n ^ that the commoner fort of 
^nnlhans are the World ; and the better and 
more zealous fort only are t h e ^ W & , which 
t Z f * u m u f t , b e S a t h e r c d <wt of the W t f i 
And fo they gather the Church out of the Church, 
whi e they think that thev gather i t out of the 
World. And, all this is becaufe they know no 
more than they fee, or at leaft are afFeaed witfr 
no more; but live as i f England or Europe were 
all the world. One years abode in Afia or A-
frtca might cure this errour. 

In 2 Cor. 6. 1 a ) l ? j &c, t b e Apoftleforbid-
ccth the Chriftians to marry with Infidels- be­
caufe light hath no communion with darkntf, nor 
nghteoufnefs with unrighteoufnefs , nor Ckriji mth 
B'lial. And therefore inferreth, that he that 
lelieveth hath no part with an Infidel, nor the Tern-
f)e of God any my agreement with Idols. And for 
tmshcdceth the words of the Prophet, Come 
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out from among them, and be ye ferrate , and touch 
not the unclean thing. A l l thefe words which the 
Apoftle fo plainly fpeaketh only agamfi: marrying 
with Infidels and Idolaters, and having commu­
nion vvith them, either intimately or in their fn? 
are by abundance of, ignorant Prcfefiors abufed, 
as i f they had commenced us to feparate from the 
colder' and common fort of Chriftians, and to 
come out of the C w h e r e o f they are mem­
bers. What profaning of Gods Word is this? 
arid how grofs and palpable a* con;rad cling cf its 
plain expre(Ttons? ' I t was a Church of fuch mix-

" ed Chriftians as our Churches do conf i f tof , to 
which the Apbftle wrote thofe words; And be-' 
eaufe he commandeth them to feparate from in­
timacy with Heathens and Infidels (yet fo as when 
they are once married to thehn, to continue in 
i t ) ; therefore thefe men fay , that one part 
of the Church is called to come forth and fepa­
rate from therein 

And with the like abufe they apply the com­
mand [ '£me cm of Bdiylon ] tothem that have 
no communion with B*byhn; And when igno­
rance'} uncharhdrtcnefs, .Myjfiion , have taught 
them to call Chrirts Churches Balyhn, they, add 
fin to fin , the fin of feparation to the fin of Dan­
der and reproach $ and abufe the Text according 
to their falfe expof.tion of if. 

D I R E C T . 
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5,0 D I R E C T . V . 

H Underfldnd rightly the true difference be-
^ Mypcal and the Vifible Church, 

and the qualification of their embers 5 
do not confound them, as if it were 

the fame perfons only, that muft be Mem-
ben of both* 

t S | ^ H ^ Myftical Church indeed hath none-
\m.^ A bat true Saints- But the Vifible Church con-
lv ^meth multitudes of Hypocrites ; who profefs 
t £ Jhe^feJves to be what they are no t : They pro-
j i # teft to relieve in God, while they neglea him v 
# , . anj to be ruled by God, while they difobey him,-
ic 1 and are ruled by their lufts : They profefs to* 
f Love God and for fake the world, wbileft they 

{if ! ° v c t h e W 0 ^ d , and God is-not in all their 
U thoughts: They profefs to love the holy Scrip-
W. tares, wrnteft they neglect: them and love not the 

nolincfsof their precepts- They profefs to be-' 
lieve in Jefns Chnft , whileft their hearts neglect 

i # 'r g r a c c a n a ? government.-v They profefs to be-
m neve in the holy Spir i t , and to 'hold the Com-
yr mumon of Saints in the Catholick Church ; whi-
j$ left they refift the Spirit, and love not Saints. A l t 
J this Iheweth that they are Hypocrites: But abun­

dance of Hypocrites are in the Vifible Church. _ 
Nay, God would have no Hypocrites caft our, " 

I but thofe who bewray their hypocrifie by impe-
I nitency in proved Herefie or grofs fin. 

We muft not model the Church of Chrif t ac» 
F cording 
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cording to our private fancies: We are not the 
Lords of i t , nor are we fit or worthy to difpofe 
of i t ' Look into the Scripture, and take i t for 
the Rule, and fee there of what manner of per* 
fons the Vifible Chur ch hath been conftituted in 
all ages of the world t i l l now. I n the firft Church 
in <tAAams family, a C*i», was the firft born 
member, and fo continued, t i l l he was excom­
municated for the murder of his brother. I n a 
Church of eight perfons who were faved out of 
all the world, the Father and Paftor was overta­
ken with grofs drunkennefs, and one of his fons 
vvasacurfedCW. In a Church of fix perfons 
fayed from the wickednefs of Sodom, two of them 
(Lot s fons in h w ) periflied in the flames among 
5 ? ! ^ : L 3 t h i r d V I a s t u r n e d into a pillar of fait? the Father and Paftor was drunk two 
nights together, after the fight of fuch a terrible 
miracle, and after fo ftrange a deliverance to 
himfelf t and committed inceft twice in his drun-

r j f u * t V V 0 t h a t r e m a i n e d (his daughters) 
caufedhis drunkennefs purpofely and committed 
anceft with him. In the Church in Abrahams fa­
mily, there was an IJhmael • And in the Church-
in ISAACS family there was an Efau: and even 
Rebek* and Jacob guilty of deceitful equivoca­
tion : And Alrahaw and Jfaac denied their wives 
to fave themfelves in their unbelief. In Jacob's 
family was a Simeon-m\ Levi, who murdered 
multitudesunder a pretenfe of Religion, and un­
der the cover of falfe deceit; And almoft all his 
fons moved with envy, fold tbeir brother Jofepb 
for a flave ; and fome were hardly kept from 
murdering him 3 Andhis daughter Dinah was de­

filed 
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filed by dehring to fee the company and faftuons 
o f the world. In the Church of the Ifraelites in 
UA ^ V l l d e r n e f s > a f t e r all ^e miracles which they 
nad ken, and the mercies they had received , fo 
great were their fins of unbelief and murmur-
i n r \ 3 j ^ toft> and whoredomes, and idolatry, and 
aiiobedience, that but two of them that came out 
? were permitted to enter the promifed 
land: l n the times of the Judges they fo oft re­
newed their idolatry, bcfides all their other finf, 
tnat they fpenta great part of all thofe ages in 
captivity for i t . And when the villanies of Gi» 
b^b had imitated the Sodomites, and ravifhed a 
woman to death, the Tribe of the Benjamitesdc-
tended i t by a war, and that in three battels, t i l t 
tourty thoufand of the innocent Ifraelites were 
JJain, and twenty five thoufand of the Benjamiies* 
Look through all the Books of Samuel, takings, 
and Chronicles, znd the Prophets; from the fad 
l t o r y o f t h e f o n s o f £ / i a n d ot Samuel, to all the 
wicked Kings that followed , who kept up odious 
Idolatry ( even Solomon h imfel f ) and fcarcetwo 
or three of the beft did put down the high places : 
And whenHe^ekiahwas zealous to reform, the 
hearts of the fub/e&s were not prepared, but 
derided or abufed the MefTengers whom he fent 
about, to call the people home to God: M*-
nxffeh's wickednefs is fcarcely to be paralleled : 
And when God fent his Prophets to call them to 
repentance, they mocked his MeiTengers, and 
defpifed and abufed his Prophets ? t i l l the 
wrath of the Lord arofe, and there vvas no re­
medy : iChron. 36. i%, 16. Read over the 
Prophets, and fee there what a people this Church 

F a cf 
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of God was. Trie ten Tribes were drawn by Je­
roboam to fin, by fetting up Calves at Dan and 
Beth-el, and making Priefts of the vileft of the 
people* and forfaking the Temple and the true 
wodhip of God , and the lawful Priefts. And 
thefe lawful Priefts at Jerusalem, were ravening 
Wolves, and greedy Dogs, and carelefs and cruel 
Shepherds : The falfe Prophets who deceived 
the people were moft accepted: The people are 
accufed of crielty, eppreffion, whoredom,drun­
kennefs, Idolatry, and hatred of thofe that would 
reform them They were grievous perfecutors : 
Which of the Tropkets did not your fathers k}U and 
feffecftte ? faith Chvift, Matth. 23. Yet this 
was the Church of God , and mapy think his on-

' lyvifible Church: And all thefe twelve Tribes 
were not fo big as England, and were to the big-
nefs of all the Earth, no mone than one tree to a 
large Wood o-Forrcft. 

But doubtlefs the Gofpel Church was beth 
more large and pure. Let us therefore take a 
view of i t : And I befeech you remember , that 
what I fay is not to make fin lefs odious , nor the 
Church or Godly lefs efteerned : but to fhew 
you the frame of the viable Church in all Genera­
tions, and how it differech from the invifible left 
you fhould take on you to be wifer than God, and 
to build his houfe after a better rule than his Gof­
pel , and the primitive pattern, and marrailby 
being wife in your own conceits, and by being 
rghteous overmuch. Eeelef, 7. And I pray you 
forget not, that the Primitive Churchy was the 

*• moft pure, and the pattern of thofe following and 
hidixfpireddpojtlestobe its Guides, and infpjred 
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Prophets to bsitsH elpers, and abundance of Mi­
racles and extraordinary gifts, to gather and edi-
peit; tofilenceits enemies, and toterrifie and 
reitrain offenders, and to bring up the Church 
to trie rngbeft degree of holinefs that could 6e 
well,expected. And withal!, the Members were 
f 0 t f V V e n i n h f o r c e b7 Magiftrates, nor al-
wed by any worldly commodities , but wese a 

I™ Volunteers, who in a time of perfecution , 
profeffed Chrift , to their hazard or fuffering in 
the \yorld. Yet fee what they were. 

The faultinefs of the Teachers. 
The Apoftles before the death of C h r i f t , 

though they had fo long heard his do&nne , and 
leenhw miracles, underftood not that he maft 
cue for our fins, and be buried, and rife .gain, 
ana alcend into Heaven, and there intercede for 
us, and rule the Church., Job. 1 2 . 16. and 10.6. 
; y l 8 ' 3 4 - and 9.45. and 24. 43, 44,45. 
ttr fo much perfwaded Chrif t f rom that f a r i n g 
by which the world was to be redeemed, that 
^ n r i f t fpeaketh to him as he did to the Devi l . 
Mattb.4.. Get thee behind me Satan; for thou fa-' 
Wrefl not the things th*t be of God, but thofe that be 
ot men MAtth, 16. 22, 23. James and his belo* 
•eddifciple John ( called fons of thunder, per-
J a p s f o r t l i i s o r k l i like zeal) would have cai-
Jed for fire fr-om heaven todeftroythe unbelieving 
adverfanes of the Gofpel, and knew not of what 
ipiri t they were. Judas was one that was fen tout 
to preach the Gofpel by Chrift himfelf, f who 
Knew his heart. ) Many that preached and pro-
phefied and caft out Devils in his name , were 
workers of iniquity * whom he never knew with 
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