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Propheti to bsitsft el}ert, and abundance of Mi­
racles and extraordinary gifts, to gather and edi-
peit; tofilenceits enemies, and toterrifte and 
rettrain offenders, and to bring up the Church 
to tjie higbeft degree of holinefs that could 6e 
well expe&ed. And withal!, the Members were 
f 0 t f V V e n i n h f o r c e b7 Magiftrates, nor al-
wed by any worldly commodities , but wese a 

t e w ^ohnteers, who in a time of perfection , 
Profeffed Chrift , to their hazard or fuffering in 
the \yorld. Yet fee what they were. 

The faultinefs of the Teachers. 
The Apoftl-s before the death of C h r i f t , 

though they had fo long heard his dof t r ine , and 
leenhw miracles, undetftood not that-he muft 
cue for our fins, and be buried, and rife .gain, 
ana alcend into Heaven, and there intercede for 
ns and rule the Church., fob, 1 2 . 16. and 10.6. 
; y l 8 ' 3 4 - and 9.45. and 24. 43, 44,45. ^ 
£ r fo.much1 perfwaded Chrif t f rom that f a r i n g 
by which the world was to be redeemed, that 
L n n f t fpeaketh to him as he did to the Devi l . 
Mattb.q. Get thee behind me Satan; for thou fa-' 
Wrefl not the things th*t be of God, but tkofe th*t be 
ot men MAtth, 16. 32, 23. James and his belo* 
•eddifciple John ( called fons of thunder, per-
J a p s f o r t l i i s o r k l i like zeal) would have cal­
led for-fire fr-om heaven todeftroythe unbelieving 
adverfaries of the Gofpel, and knew not of what 
ipmtthey were. Judas was one that was fen tout 
to preach the Gofpel by Chrift himfelf, f who 
Knew his heart. ) Many that preached and pro-
phefied and caft out Devils in his name , were 
workers of iniquity * whom he never knew with 

F 3 fpeci-
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fpecial approbation. Matth. 7. 22 > 23. When 
he came to his fufterings, they all flept when they 
fhould have watched and prayed with him one 
hour in his agony ; and this after his admonition. 
When they (hould have confefled him infufTer-
ing they all forfoo^himandfied3Matth. 16.56. And 
Peter that feemed to ftick clofer to him, did with 
forfwearing thrice deny him , after he had pro-
mifed to die with h i m , and not to forfake him* 
though all forfook him : And when he was dead 
they faid, L*tk. 24. We trnfted this was he that jhould 
have delivered Ifrael, as i f their faith had been 
extinc*. And when he rofe and appeared to them 
rhey hardly believed what they favv : and Thorny 
one of them, refolved that he would not believe, 
linlefs he might put his fingers into his ride. 
And when they fpake with him before his Afcen* 

fiont they dreamed ftill of an earthly grandure, 
and askt him $ Whether now he would refiore the 
Kingdome jwolfrael? Act. %. And they under-
flood not the defcent of the Holy Ghoft. 

And when the Holy Ghoft: was come upon 
them, one of their firft Deacon^ Nicholas was the 
original of a Sea whofe do&rine Chrift did hate, 
T W and Barnabas contended even to parting-
Paer diffembled by a finful reparation , walking 
not uprightly, and drew away Barnabas into the 
diffimulation : Gal. 2. Thil. 1. 15, 16. [ Some 
preach Chrift even 0} envy, and ftrife, and fome of 
good will. The one preach , Chrift of contentions not 
fincerely, ftypfwg to add affiitlion to my bonds. 3 
Many were made like the heads of Se&s, and 
fome were of f W,and fome of Apollo's, and fome 
of Cephas ( as the papifts be now. ) And fome 
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' y built hay and ftubble, which muft be confumed. 
, W 1 Cor. 3. 12, O f Timothy and the reft Paul faith. 
jjjOT [ I have no mm like minded • for all jeck. their own, 
1 ' «n<4 not f <zr* Jefus Chrift s. 3 Job. p. 
B H 10. Diotrephes loveth to have the preeminence 

Among them receiveth nt not, prating againft with 
^ malicious words : and not content therewith , neither 
'$0 doth hehimj'elf'receive the Brethren, and forbiddeth 
jjff them that would, and cafttth them out of the Church.] 
H As the Apoftles themfelves before Cfarifts d eath, 
f*5 W e r e ftrivinS v v m c n o f t f l £ m l h o u I d b e t h e g r e a c " 
I f / i ^ f t ; To this vice ftill followed many of the Pa-
• ftors ; fo that Peter is fain to exhort them , not 

to Lord it over Qods heritage , nor to rule them by 
fit conflrainty but willingly. I Pet. 5. And what a-
,1$ bundance of Seft-mafters did arife from among 
J^l the Minifters of the Gofpel in the Apoftles own 
pr times ? Infomuch as Paul forevvarneth the fa-

mons Church of Ephefus, not only that grievm 
Wolves ( that is , Hereticks ) fhmld enter, that 

^' fparedmt the flocks, but alfo that, of their own felves 
men fhould arife3 ffeakjng perverfe things to draw 

9 *»ay difciples after them, AB. 20. 30. And in 
! $ f the Apoftles dayes, while one had a Prophefie and 
j f f i another a P[aim, 0<c. they brought confufion in­

to the Church- worf t i ip , even by abufe of extra­
ordinary gifts : And they fo abufed the Love" 

$ feafis at the Lords Supper, that Paul was fain to 
perfwade them rather to eat at home. 1 Cor. 14* 
and 1 Cor. it* fo much of the true ftate of the 

A Primitive Teachers and Paftors of the Church. 
J The fSuits of the Church of Rome, 
w What Heretical Judaizers were among them, 
$ is intimated in c 1 j . t o the Rwans* And how 
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little they underftood the doclrine of Juftificati-
on is intimated in cap. 3, cf ^ er & $f & 
&$. What diffentions jhere were about meats, 
and drinks, and diys,the weak judging the ftrong, 
and the ltrong defpifmg the weak, appeareth, cap. 
?4,C? I ? . And fome caufed diviftms and fences 
contrary to the d<Mrine which they had learned , [er-
ving not the Lord JefH$ but their own bellies , and 
ktgocd words and fair ffecches deceiving the hearts of 
tbefipple,Rom.i6.16, 17. 

The faults of the Church of Corinth. 
• X Cor. 1. i i j 12. [ There are contentions among 

y<m —Every one of you faith, lam of Paul, and I 
Apollo's, *»* 1 of Cephas, and I of Chrift. 

Marktheextentoftbefm (tvtryontofyou) that 
is, very many among you, 1 CV.j . t j . /could' not 
fpea\ to you asfpiritual, but as carnal — Fcr ye are 
yet carnal — v. 1 2. If any build on this foundation* 
wood, hayjublle,-v. 15. he JhaHfuffer lefs.chip. 
4- I 21. Some are puffed up — Shall I come to jots 
with a rod or in love} — chap. 6. $,6,78. Ifpeak. 
to ycur Jkaate, Is there not a wife man among yen ? 
Becaufeyse go to Law one with another ( before Hea­
thens,) Nay you do wrong and defraud y and that 
your brethren. Know ye not that the unrigUcou* JhaH 
not inherit the Kingdom of God ? — chap. 11. I7> 
18,19,20,21. /pra'tftyou not that yon ccme together, 
not for the better but for the worfe. For firfi of all, 
when you come together in the Church. I hear that 
that there be divifions among you — For there mufl 
le alfr> H ere fie s among y 0^, that they which are appro-* 
ved may be made manifeft among you — ffhen jo* 
come together into one place, this ts not to eat the L'rds 
'$%PCi "ffyi H e/iting every one ta^eth before othery 

kf:'••*!" ' * ' ' his 
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tr£ his own fupper, and one is hungry > and another u 
drunken. Verf. 23. 30. He that eateth and drinks 

f m eth unworthily , eateth and drinketh damnation to 
rj3 himfelf, not difctrning the Lords body .—• Fortktt 
j § 9 eaufe many are weah^and ftck^among you •> an A many 
M 9 fleep. Chap. 14. Reproveth their abufe of un-
KUI known tongues, and their diforder in Gods pub-
Wm like worf l i ip—. Chap. 15. 1 7>, 13,14, 1 5- IJf 
mi Chrift be preached that he rofe from the dead, how fay 
wnk fome Among you , that there k m refurreUion. But 

if there be no refurreflie* of the dead , then Chrift ts 
{lM Pot rifen ; *And if drift be not rifen, then * c u r 
H f reaching vain, and your faith is vain ; yea and we 
mm- *re found falfe witneffes of God —~ v. 17. and ye art 
$M yet in your fins. 2 Cor. 12. 20, 21 . I fear left me» 
PpP / come, I fhall not ftnde you fuch as I would, and that 
*M Iftiallbefoundtoyoufucbasye would not. Left there 
^jfi1 be debates, envyings, wraths, ftrifes , back:Stings, 

whifperings a fwsllings, tumults j and left my God 
f 3 j will humble me among you, and that 1 fhall bewail 

many that have finned already , and have net repent-
Wm ed of the uncleannefs and fornication and Ufciviuf-

n e f s h a v e c o m m i t t e i i ' 1 Befides that 
'Paul and his Miniftry was flandered and much 

* v | flighted among them, as by his large aud vehe­
ment apologies and expoftulations doth appear ; 

f $ Thefe were the faults of the Church of the Co-
y' $ rinthians. 

The corruptions of the Churches of Galatia. 
Gal. 1.6,7,8,9. / marvel that you arefofoon re* 

moved, from him that called you, to the grace o\ 
K Chrift, to another Qofoel; -which is not another ; but 
(ft*f there are fome that trouble you, and would pervert the 

Qofpel of Chrift : But though we or an Ami frcm 
heaven^ 
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heaven , preach any other G off el to you, than that 
which we have preached to you, let him be accurfcd-
ebap.i. i , 2, 3. O foolijh Galathians! who hath 
hmttcbed you , that you fhomd not obey the truth * be­
fore whofc eyes — Are ye fo foolijh ? Having becm 
tnthefpirit are ye now made perfetl by theflefh? 
Have ye jttftcrcd Jo many things in vain - chap. 4 Q. 
How turn ye again to wea\ and beggarly elements, 
thereto ye deftrc again to be in bondage. Verf. 10 . I I* 
re ohfervedayes, and moneths, and times, and y,arr, 
i*m afraid of you, left I have be flowed on yon labour 
tn vainly 16. Am I therefore become your enemy 
lecaufe I tell you the truth * Tell me, ye that defire 

t'Z 7 U*"<Tn V * A^ then, he that 
7*as born after the flefh perfected him that\as born 
a\ter thejptrtt, even fo h is now ( TheLeealift* 
perfecting the Apolties ) Chap. ? . 2. Behold I 
Paul fay unto you that if y e be circumcifed Chrifl 
Jhall profit you nothing. V . h 4 . For I teMe again 
to every man that is ctrcumcifed , that be is a deb­
tor to do the whole Law : Chrift ts become of no ef-
fctt to you. Who ever of you are juflified by the Law, 
ye are fallen from grace : v.9. A little leaven leaven-
eth the who e lump. i 2 . I would they were even cutoff 
vhtch trouble you. Chap. 6. 12. As many as deftrc 
tomakeafairfhew intheflejh, they conftrain you to 
he circumcifed. 

The corruptions of the Church of Cohffe. 
Col. 2.20, 21,22,23. IfyebedeadwitbChrijl 

from the rudiments of the world, why as though living 
in the world, are yefubjetl to ordinances ? Touch not, 
taft not, handle not ( which ail are to perifh with the 
* f t n l ) *'nr the Commandments and Doftrines of 
men ? Which things have indeed a fhe» ofwifdome if* 
mll-mrfhip. The 

http://10.II*
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The corruptions of the Church of Epheftf*. 
Rev. 2. 4 , 5. Nevert helefs I have fame what a~ 

01^A l x ' l 4 the(-> bccaaje thou haft left thy firft love ~ 
\ m m b e r {ri»>* whence thou art fallen, and do thy firft 

*'Jr worksy or elfe I will come unto thee quickly,'and will 
M r e m ° V e , t h y C^ndlefiiek. A f t . 20.30. Of your 
, kf c w n f e ' l V e s /hall men arife , /peaking perver/e things > 
Wm &e. asaforefaid. 

The corruptions of the Church of Pergamw, 
Rev. 3. 14, 1 <>, 16. I have a few things again ft 

J? *\**y becaufe thou haft there them that fold the doftrine 
y 9 *f Balaam , who taught Balac to cnft a {tumbling 
\ f f block before the children of Ifrael ; to eat thing! fa. 
'jfim crificed to Idols ; and to commit fornication : fo haft 
'MM-, thou al/o them that hold the doilrine of tht Nicolai-
'Jag t a n s » w ^ i c h thin&1 hate —Jtefem, or el/e I will — [ 

The faults of the Church of Thyatira. 
Rev. 2. 20, 2 1 , 21 , l have a few things aoainft 

thee , becaufe thou/uff:reft the woman Jezebel, which 
i,J call eth her fel f a Prophetefs , to teach and to /educe 

my fervants to commit fornication , and to eat things 
ft facrificed to Idols. 
yflx The faults of the Church of Sardis. 

R e v ' 3« I . Thou haft a name that thou live ft and 
art dead.—, I have not found thy works per fell before 
Cod. 4 Thou haft a few names even in Sardis, which 
have not defiled their garments. 

The faults of the Church of Laodicea, 
Rev. 3. 1 j , 16, 1 j . Thou art neither cold nor 

1 hot—/ willJpue thee out of my mouth — and know eft 
not that thou art wretched and miferable and poor and 
Hind and naked. 

I haue been thus large in citing the words of 
the T e x t , to make it plain to you, of what kind 

1 of 
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of Members the Vifible Churches were then 
made up : And to afecl: their hearts with the 
fenfeof their partiality, who can plead for ma-

' ny things as duties, and plead againit many things 
as firV without one plain word of Scripture on 
their fide; and yet can read all thefe without ei­
ther fenfeor notice. 
: Yet mark, I pray you , that I am far from fry­
ing that God alhmth any of thefe fins,or that any 
fhould make light of them: For all muft abhor 
them:Nor d o l fay,thit none of the Churches ought 
to have excommunicated any of thefe offenders 
for thefe fins. Some of them I doubt not, fiio uld 
have been caft out. But thefe are the ufes which I 
delire you to make of all thefe Texts. 

F i r f t > b e f ° r e y o u judge any Church to be no 
Churchy be able to prove i t hath worfe crimes to 
nullifie i t than any of thefe had. For none of thefe 
were for thefe faults pronounced no Churches cf 
Jeffts Chrift. 

Secondly,obferve that no one Member,is in all 
thefe Scriptures, or any other, commanded to 
come out and ferrate from any one of all thefe 
Churches, as i f their communion in worihip 
wereunh wfu I . ,And therefore before you fepa-
rate from any as judging communion with them 
unlawful, be fure that you bring greater reafons 
for i t , than any of thefe recited were. 

D I R E C T . 
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• D I R E C T . V I . 

U nderfiand well the different conditions and 
terms of Communion with the Church as 
invisible and as vifiblt 5 and the different 
friviledges of the Members j that fo you 
may not pre fume to impofe any conditions 
which Cod hath not imp&fedi mr yet U 
grudge at the reception of thofe that are hot 
fan&ified andfincere. 

AL L Chriftians are agreed that i t belongeth 
to God only to make the conditions of 

Church-communion ; and therefore it belong­
eth not to us to invent them , nor to our wit to 
cenfure what God hath done, buttofearch the 
Scripture t i l l we find i t out, and then obey i t . 
This is the great contrcverfie which hath trou­
bled the Church : When men know not who 
Should be Members of the Church and who not, 
and when they have no certain rule ot character 
to know whom they muft receive> i t is no won­
der i f confufion and contention be the complexi­
on and practice of f U ch Churches. And here the 
Paftorshave torn the Church, by running into 
contrary extreams. Some have thought that the 
Vifible Church mnft be conftituted only of luch ^ 
perfons,asfatisfiethe Paftors and the people of 
the truth of their fan&ifkation, by fome fpe-
cial account of their conversion or the work of 
grace upon their hearts* in a difUnifcer manner 

than 
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than the ancient Church required of the baptized: 
Wherein bding agreed of nocertajn terms , to 
know anothersfandification by, their Churches 
are diversified according to the meafure of the 
flri&nefs or iargen;fs, cenforioufnefs or charity 
of the Paftors & the peoplejwhile one thinks that 
perfonto have true grace,whom another thinks to 
have none; Andfo they chat wil l be ntoft unchari­
table, do pretend to the refutation of'being the 
mfipure j becaufe they are mo/t ftritl .-And multi­
tudes are lhut out whom Chrift would have to be 
received,&his children are numbred with the dogs* 

On the other fide there is one or two of late 
among us, Who think that the Church is but 
Chrifts School, where he tencheth the way to true 
Regeneration; and not a Society of profeffed Ke* 
generate ones or Saints' And that all who own 
Chrift as the Teacher of the Church , andfubmit 
to the Government of the paftors, and are willing to 
learn how to be regenerate, fhould be baptized, 
though they profefs not any fpecial faving faith or 
repentance. And their reafons are,becaufe firft,elf£ 
all that doubt of their fincerity muft lie, or be 
kept out. Secondly, becaufe that in the Church 
of the Jews, the multitude were fuch as were 
openly ungodly. And fome of the Papifts talk alfo 
at this rate,t hough indeed they are themfelvesye't 
1 rterly unrefolved in this point. 

What Church foever is conftitu ted according 
to either of thefe two opinions, wi l l not be confti-
tuted according to the mind of Chrift:: But yet 
with this difference : The firft Opinion introdu­
ced Church-tyranny, and in)n[lice y and is foun­
ded in the want of Cbrifiian charity, and k.n0*m 
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ledge, and tendeth to endlefs reparations and 
confufions. But the fecond opinion inferreth all 
thefe greater mifchiefs. 

Fir f t , i t confoundeth the Cattchumens with the 
Cbriftians, and maketh ail fhriftians who are but 
willing to learn to be Chriftians. Secondly, i t 
maketh the Chriftian Church to confift of fuch as 
are n 0 Chrift ians: As that perfen certainly is not, 
who confenteth not that Chrif t be his Teacher, 
Prieft and King:For to fuch a one,he is no Chrift ; 
feeing thefe are the effential parts of his Mediatory 
office. And the new device of diftinguifhing Cbrifts -
dpoftolike and Mediatory offices^ {oiheCkurch con-
gregateznd the t^hurch regenerate accordingly, w i l l 
not f cwto t l e fend this conceit. For as Chrift is 
not divided, f 0 his office for which he is called 
C»rift is butOw, which entirely is called the office 
of a Saviour,or Redeemer,orMediator,which are all 
©ne : And the effential parts of i t are, f i r f t his 
1 rieftly, fecond Teaching and Ruling offices or 
works : And this which is called his Aplftleftnp, is 
but the fame which is called his Teaching or Pro* 
fhetical Office , and is a part of his Mediatory or 
faving Office. And he is no Cbrijiian, nor is that 
my Congregated Chriftian flunk , which profef-
iethnotto take Chrif t for his Mediator, his Prieft 
and King as well as for an Apoftle & Prophet or 
Tether Thirdly, they therefore who hold the 
aforefaid dof tnne, do introduce a new fort of 
Cbnftianity. Fourthly, and anew fort of Bap-
t i fm, which the Church of Chrift never knew to 
this day. And therefore they do ingenuoufty 
profefs their diflent from our form or words in 
Baptifajbecaufe we put the baptized to renounce 

the 
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the fiefti the world and the devi l , and to ufe fuch 
covenanting words, as muft fignifie fpecial grace* 
But through the great mercy of God , Baptifm i« 
i t i l l the fame thing in all the Chnftian Churches 
in the wor ld , the Reformed, the Roman, the 
Cjreeh the Armenian, yea and the Ethhfian too, 
for all their feeming reiteration of i t . And Ba­
ptifm among them all, is the fame now as it hath 
been in all Generations, from Chrifts inftitution 
of i t . So that we fully maintain as Weil as the 
Romans, that Chriftianity hath by this [acred Tr*~ 
dition been fafely delivered down to Us to this" 
day. WhataChnftianis, and what Chriftiani­
ty'is, may be moft certainly known, by this which 
is commonly called our Chriftening; In which the 
prpfefTion and covenant which maketh menChri-
itians is fo exprefs and unchanged from age to 

Therefore theffe men who would have our 
Baptifm changed, do fneak plainly, but impu­
dently ; as if they were raifed in the end of the 
world, to reform the Baptifm and Chriftianity 
of all ages, and were not only wifer than the 
umverfal Church from Chrift t i l l naw, but alio 
at laftmuft make the Church another th<ng. I 
increatthe Reader who would know the judge­
ment of all antiquity about Baptifm , as fupp 0* 
Cng faving grace, to read thofe numerous citati­
ons of M r . Gataker in the Margin of his book a-
gainft Davenant, of Baptifm. Fifthly, and by 
this new do&rine they deftroy all that fj^id 
Love which Church-members or vifible Chni t i -
ansasfuch, mould bear to one another. F°r 11 

no faith or confent muft neceflarily be profefledit 
Baptifm, but that which is common to the wooity 
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And children of the devil, then all Church-members 
<a only fuch, muft be taken to be bat ungodly, and 
no man muft love a Church-member as fuch, 
with a fpecial love, as avifibie Saint 5 but only 
as one of the hopefuller fort of the ungodly.Sixth­
ly , and hence i t wi l l follow, that either none marl 
Slake any proj'effion of faving Faith and Retentance 
( and fo all appearance of holinefs muft oe d r i ­
ven out of the world ) orejfe the* Church muft 
be conftituted of two forts of profeflions and pro* 
feflburs, iota facie diftinc* from one another j 
yea more dif t in& than Infidels are from their new 
fort of Chriftians. And consequently i t mull: 
reeds be indeed tm Churches and not one, viz,. 
One Church of thofe who take Chrif t for their 
Teacher only, and another of thofe that take him 
entirely as Chrift. Seventhly, and by this rule 
the Socinians and Mahometans, who confefs Chrift 
to be a great Teaeher,but deny him to be the Prieft 
and [acriftcc for fin, may be baptized, and taken 
for Chriftians. Thefe and many more abfurdities 
follow upon this new conceit. But I muft defire 
the Reader who would fee more of i t , to perufe 
my Difputations about Right to Sacraments, where 
i t is handled at large. 

As to their Objections I anfwer. Firf t , no 
man is called to lie, not yet are the£/earful to be 
flm't out: For as no man is perfe&ly acquainted 
with his own heart, fo BO man is t@ profefs a per­
fect knowledge of i t : But i f a man fpeak as he: 
thinketh upon faithful endeavours to avoid felf-
deceit, no more can be expected of him. He 
that can fay [ Though I am not certain that thert 
ss no fecret fraud in my heart, yet as far as I can 

G difcern" 
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clifcern i t , I am; .willing to be aChriftian up'6'n 
the terms of Gods Covenant, and to take Cbrtft 
for my Teacher, Prieft and King ] muft offer 
htm^lf , and mutt be received into the Church. 

Secondly, anda's to the Jews Cafe, I have pro-' 
vH in the fore-mentioned Difputations , Firf t , 
that it was no left than a profetfion of faving 
faith, which was made in the Covenant of Cir-
cumcifion. Secondly , that men were then to be, 
put to deathjfor alrhclt all thole enormous crimes 
which we now excommunicate men for : And the 
dead are not members of the'Church on earth* 
Thirdly, that all that in matter of fM was found 
among them contrary to this , was contrary to 
Gods La w : And \o argue agairift the Law fr°m 

maris breach of the Law, a faBo contra ]m j is very 
bad arguing. Fourthly, that it is farre furer and 
clearer reafoning about the Evangelical ftateand 
ordc r of the Church, from the Goffel, than from 
the Law ofMofcs, much more than from the vio­
lations of that law. Fifthly, but yet all the cor­
ruptions of the Churches, as.I have cited and 
proved the-m before , do mew us the difference 
between the (Dhurch as viftbly Congregate, and 
Regenerate ; and fhew us that the pretence of 

fcaidalmsfnners, wi l l not warrant us tofyarate 
or to unchurch the Church. And this may fuffice 
again jt that errour. 

"Hie true conditions of admittance into the 
Church and ftate of Chriftianity are thefe. 

F i r f t , A true belief in God,the Father, Son And, 
H iy Ghoft, ayd a Debating of our [elves fincerely to 
Hhiy as our reconciled Father, our Saviour, and our 
Sanftifier, in a refolvid Covenant, or Confent, re­

nouncing 
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minting the Devil, the world,and the fiejh, (expref-
ly or impliedly J i s the whole and che only con­
dition of our Communion with the Church my«3 

S S a I °L i i v i n s b o d y o f C h r i f t ( w h l c h i s c a I J 

led The Churchy in the firft and ffioft famous 
lenfe.) 

Obj . If this muft he wrought in HS before we are in 
the\mjftic4 Church, then a ftate of holinefs may be 
found in fuch, as are yet out of the body of Chrift in the 
world: But if this be after our entrance into the Churchy 
than lefs m A y fujficiently ejualifie ui for admit-
t ance. 

<&Anfwt I t is neither before nor afters but i t 
jS our change and entrance it f e l f . To be a mem* 
tor or the Church myftical, and to be a Chriftianis 
u °"k A n d t h i s 1 8 Urft'MtV' U I ftoujd fay 

tnat the making a man a Rational free agent, is the 
taking him a member of the Rational world ; would 
you think that this muft be either antecedent or 
confequent to his change,which is nothing elfe but 
the change i t felf? 

Secondly, That which maketh a than a memler 
°J *he Vniverfal Church as Vipble, iikisBayifm* 
T j % his?r«f<fto» of the fame true Faith afore-
J aid, and confent to the Covenant ; or his vifible de­
dication to God the Father, Son and Holy Ghofl , as 
his Reconciled Father , his Saviour and Sanlhfttr* 
by a Vow and Covenant in Baptifm. 

Where note that Baptifm hath two parts: The 
Covenant there made and openly declared between; 
<§od and Man: And the Sacramental, olfigning 
*nd invefiing [ign ; which is the wafoing in watery 
Jhe Profejfton i t fe l f , or of en covenanting with God, 

the thing ftatedly neceffary to the beingofVi-

file:///mjftic4
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fibleChriflianity : And the wajhing with water, is 
netejfary*'* duty where i t may be had, and as a 
means to the orderly and regular entrance; by which 
thz Church i-commmly to judge who are its ad­
mitted members and who nofc As inward confent 
and outward profeffton of confent, and publikefolewni-
z,ation, are the neceffariesto a ftate of marriage j 
the firft being as the foul, the fecond as the bo­
dy, and the third as the wedding garments; fo is 
i t in this cafe. So that in fhort, i f you take Ba­
ft ijm aright for the Covenant and the Sign, there 
JS ne other entrance into the Vifible Church, nor 
any other condition neceflary ro a title to its com­
munion. But i f you take Baptifm improperly* 
for the wafting alone, rhere; is no title to fach 
vajhing necedary but Profefid faith and Covenant­
ing' So that if you require more, or invent and 
impofe any further conditions, and deny baptized 
profeffors of Chriftianity to be vifible members of the 
Church, you are fuperftitiousdevifers of away 
of your own , and makers ofwiil-vorfhip, and not 
obedient fubmitters to the way of God. 

Profeflion then of Belief and confent to the Cove* 
riant, is our title-condition to communion with the 
Univerfal Vifible Church. This profetfion muft: 
befolemn, and folemnized under the hand of a 
Min i f t e ro f Chrift , who hath the Keyes of the 
Church, or Kingdom of heaven ; that i t may bz 
fatisfaftory to the Church, and valid at its barre. 
Thofe that are baptized at age, have prefent 
Right to communion with the adult- Thofe that 
are baptized in Infancy (upon good right) are ad­
mitted to fucb Jnfant-corxmunicnte they are capa­
ble of.And at years of d i c t i o n , they themfelvss 
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muftcvn the Covenant,which cheir ptrents ente­
red them into. The more folemnly this is done 
(as i t was in baptifm ) the better it i s : But 
i f i t be done but by a profefling themfelves t o 
beChriftians, and attending Chrifts ordinances 
with his Church, i t is valid , unlefs they forfeit 
the credit of their profeflion, by proved Herefies 
or crimes in which they live impenitently. 

But then i t muft be here obferved,, what a 
-°rofe/Jion of Chriftianity is , wh.icb intitleth to 
Baptifm and Church-communion. And objeTtivt-
b,it muft be the whole Baptifmal Covenant that muft 
oe profeffed : No lefs is to be taken as a profeffion 
of Chriftianity : And as to the sAlt, i t muft be 
f i r f t , Afignification of the mind, byword or wri­
ting, or fome intelligible [ign. Secondly, i t muft 
feem tobzunderftooi: For no man confen'eth to 
that which he underflandeth not. But herein any 
intelligible fign of a tollable .undemanding muft 
be accepted, though we find that the perfons con­
ceptions are raw and not fo diftincl: and clear 
as they oughr,northe expreflions ready,ordcily or 
compt. Tnirdly, i t muft feem to be fcriom: For 
that which is apparently diiTembled or ludicrous 
is null : Fourthly, I t muft be dejprefenti^ a pre­
sent giving up our felves to Chrif t , and not only a 
promife de futvro y that we wi l l hereafter cake 
him for our Saviour and Lsrd, and not at pre-
fent. Fifthly, i t muRfeem to be voluntary, and 
not conftrained ; for then i t is not ferious. Sixth-
4y, i t muf t / f f » to be deliberate, and refolutt, and 
fetled, and not only the effecl: of a mutable paffi-
on. Tnis goeth to make i t a real Profejfion in tJUar 
common fenfe of all mankind. 

G 5 O b j . 
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Obj . But bow few among HS do jo much a4 fee**) 
be underftanding, ferious, and refolved in covenant* 
ing with Chrift f 

Anfw. In the Degree o£ thefe we all fall fhort 
of that which is our duty : But i f you accufe any 
X>f the want of fo much as is neceffary to ?n ac­
ceptable Profejfion; F i r f t , you muit be fare that 
you fpeak not by uncharitable furmife and kear-

jay, but upon certain proof or knowledge. Second­
ly, and that therefore you fpeak it notac a venture 
of'whole Tarifhes or families, but only o£thofe per-
fons by name, whom you know to be guilty.Third-. 
ly , and that you remember that i t is the Paftors 
office to judge, and that you expect not that every 
one muft give an account of their knowledge w 
you ? And i f there be a mif- judging, it is the fault 
of the Pa/tor, and not yours ( of which more a " 
non. ) Fourthly, that perfons Baptised arc 
ready admitted into the Church, and therefore i f 
they make profeflion of Chriftianity, theyrnuft 
not be put to bring any other proof of their t i ­
t l e ; but it lies on you to difprove it, i f you will 
have it queftioned. And to reject them from 
communion without a proved accufation, is Ty­
ranny ancj Lording i t over the Church of God. 
Thefe are Gods terms of Church-communion; 
And i f you wi l l needs have ftricl:er,y&u muft have 
none of his making but your own. 

Obj. But all vifible (fhriftians and Churches, are 
viftble Saints and Regenerate ;]and foare not ours. 

Anfw. To be iVifible Saint, is to profefs to be 
a Saint: And whofoever doth profefs the Baptifmal 
{Covenant profeffeth to be a Saint. Conversion, 
Regeneration Faith and Rerenunce , are all 

contain-
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contained , into taking Cod the Father, and 
"Holy Ghoftfir our Father, Saviour, and Santlifier. 

Obj*But )Qu may teach a Parrot tofipeakthofie words* 
Anfw. Its true: And perhaps to [peak any 

words which you ufe your felves : But i f you w i l l 
thence conclude that words muft not be taken as 
zfrofejfion, you grolly err J or abufivdy wrangle; 
or .if you infer thence that your neighbour un-
<krftandeth himfelf no more than a Parrot doth, 
you muft prove what you fay to the P aft or of the 
Church: For God hath not allowed him to e\<~ 
communicate baptized perfons,becaufe you fay that' 
they are ignorant. And i f they are willing toiearn 
i t i'sfitterto teach them thanfo excommunicate them.. 

And here I muft lament i t , that I have met 
with many cenforious Profctfors, who would not 
communicate with the Parifh Churches, becaufe 
the people are ignorant, who, when I have exami­
ned themfelves, have proved ignorant of the v(fy 
fubftance of (foiftianity, fo that I have been much 
in doubt whether I ought to admit them to the 
Lords Table or not. They knew not whether 
Chr i f t was Eternal, or whether he was God whe? 
he was on earth, or whether he be Man nov> he is 
in heavennor what Faith is, or what fuftiftc^ 
tion Ot, Salification is, nor what the fivenant of 
grace is; nor what Baptifm or the L<rds Supper 
are; nor could prove the Scripture to be the 
word of God, or prove mans foul to be immor­
tal ; but gave falfe or impertinent anfwers about 
all thefe : And yet could not joyn with the igno­
rant Churches. . 

And next I defire you here to ohferve the 
different Priviledgos, as well § the difte rent Cor -

G 4 ditions, 
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ditions , of rifible and Invifibte Churchmcm- i 
berfhip. 

The members of the Church mvftical or Re­
generate, have the pardon of i l l lin, and acce­
ptance with God, and communion with him and 
W i l - i j h i S C h u r c h i n t h e tpint, and are the adopted 
children of God, and heirs of everlafting life, 
and fiiall live in heaven with Chrift for ever. 

The meer Pi$k Members of the Church, that 
are not regenerate by the fpirit as well as facra-
mentally by water, have only an outward Commu­
nion with the Sainrs, and hare only the Bread and 
Wine in the Sacrament, and only a name to live 
When they are dead. And are thefe men great 
matters that we fhould envy them to poor finners 
that mult have no more ? Have we the Kernel, and 
do we envy them the Shell ? Have we the Spirit, 
and d© we envy them the fiejh , or outward fignes 
alone ? y 

Yea confider further, that i t is more for the 
fake of the truly faithful, than for their own, that 
all Hypocrites have their ftation and priviledges 
in the Church : God maketh ufe of their Gifts 
and Profejfion for his ele<Sfc ; to many great fervi-
ces of the Church : And is i t not then a fooliih 
ingratitude in us3 to murmur at their prefence ? 

Underftand well the conditions and Reafons of 
this viable flare of memberfhip, and how far i t 
is below the ft ate of the Regenerate , and it wi l l 
turn your f r a m i n g murmuring into a thankful 
acknowledgment of the wifdcm.of God. 

D I R E C T . 
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D I R E C T . V I I * 

€ct ri^ht and deep aprehenfions of the lie-
cefsity and Reafons of Chrifiian Unity and 
Concord: and of the fin and mifery of 
Dhifionsand Difcord* 

WHen we have but flight apprchenfims of a 
duty we eafily neglect i t , and fcarce re­

prove our {elves for i t , or repent of our omifl i -
on. And when we have but flight apprehenfions 
of the evil of any fin, a little temptation draw* 
eth us to i t ; & we are hardly brought to through -
repentance for i t : And there is in many Chri-
ftians, a ftrange inequality and partiality in their 
apprehenfions o£goed and evil. Some duties they 
dare not omit, and they judge all ungodly who 
omit them : when fome others as great are paft 
by, as i f they were no part of religion. And fome 
fins they fear with very great tendernefs, when 
we can fcarce make their confeiences take any 
notice, of. others as great. 

And ufually they let out all their zeal on one, 
fide only, while they over-look the other- The 
Papift feemeth fo fenfible of the good of Unity* 
and the evil of Divifions, that he thinketh ufurpa-
tion of an Univerfal Church-Monarchy, and T y ­
ranny and horrid bloud-fhed, to be not only 
lawful, but neceffaryfor the prevention and the 
cure. But to make him as fenfible of the wic-
Jcednefs of thefe unlawful means, and of the good 
of a ferions fpiritml Religioufnefsy and of Chrift ian 

Love 
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Love and tendernefs and forbearance, here is the 
•great difficulty. 

And on the other fide, many are very fenfible 
of the need of fpirituality and ferioufnefs in Reli­
gion, and of the evil of hypocritical formality 
and imagery, a»d of ufurpation of the preroga­
tives of Chrif t , and of the plague ofperfecuting 
Pride and cruelty, who yet save little fenfe at 
all , of the good of Unity, and of the mifchiefs 
of divisions in the Church. Yea many are fo 
careful to be found ejnit in their obedience to 
God, that they build very much for duties and 
againft fins, upon dark and very fai-fetcht con­
ferences , and upon 5 few obfcure and doubt­
fu l paffages in Scripture, when there is no ex­
press words, or clear text at al l , to bear them 
out : And doubtlefs the darkeft intimorions 
of the will of God,muft not bedifregarded* But 
on the other fide, we cannot bring them to lay to 
heart, fome duties an4 fins, which are over and 
over, an hundred times, and that witn vehemen-
cy> expreft and urged ir* the plaind* word-. 

And becaufe all Chri'ftians pretend to fabmit 
to the word of God, I will try whether it be not 
thus with you in the p?efent cafe, and wil l cite 
many plain expreflionsof Scripture, for Chriftian 
V»ity and Concord, that you may either better 
perceive you duty, or plainly mew y o u ! : o r e a £ 

partiality. 
Zech. 14. 9. In that day there fhall U One Lord, 

and his name One. Ezek. 34.23* I mil fa 
up One Shepherd over them. Ezek. 37. l i . * 
make them One Nation - and One King flail be King 
tqthem all, and they Jhull be no more W* Nations, nor 

dividtd 
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divided into tveo Kingdomes any more* 24. And 
David my for vant (ball be King over them, and they 
fhall have One fhepherd. Jer. 32.59. I Jt ill give 

9 them one heart and one way. So Ezek. 11.Ip. Job. 
B *f? 22. That they all may be One; at thou Father 
• art in me, and I in thee ; that they alfo may be One 
• iniu, that the vsorldmay believe that thou haft fent 

me. And the glory which thou gaveft me, I have 
9 given them, that they may be one, even as we are one 5 

/ in them, and Thou in me , that they may be made 
m perfeft in one, and that the world may know that thou 

b«ft fent me ; and haft loved them as thou haft loved 
me. Job. i i . 52. That he fhouldgather together in 
One, thechildreu of God that are fcattered abroad. 
A£t. 1. i ^ . Thefe all continued with one accord , in 
prayer and fupplication. And chap. 2. %, They were 
all with one accord in one place. Ac-t.4.24,32. They 
lift up their voice to God with one accord, and fa%d% 

Lord, thou art God— And the multitude of them that 
believed, were of one heartland of one foul. A&. 12. 

m They were all with one accord in Solomons Porch, 
A&. 15.25 • ft feemed good to us,being ajfembled with 
one accord--2 Cor.11.2./ have efpoufedyou to one huf-

j b*nd~- Eph. 4. i, dec. I the prifoner of the Lord 
hefeechyou that ye walkworthy of your vocation where" 
with ye are called with all lowlinefs and mee^nefs i 
with long-fufftring forbearing one another in love " 
endeavouring to keep the unity of the fpirit in the 

}l bond of peace. There is One body, and One Spirit, 
Even as ye are called in One hope of your calling. 

I One Lord, One Faith, One Baptifm, One God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through ally 
and. in you all.— v. 12,1J. For the perfecting of the 
Saints, for the wor&f'the Miniftry, for the edifying 
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vf the My of thrift. Till we all come in the Unity 
cf' the faith , and of the knowledge of the Son of God? 
unto a perfeU Mm: that we henceforth he no more 
children, tojfedto and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doftrine, by the flight of men, and cun­
ning craftinefs whereby they lye in wait to deceive : 
But fpeaking the truth in love-, may grow up into him 
in all things who is the Head, Chrift: From whom 
the whole body fitly joyned together, and compatled by 
that which every joynt fupplyeth, according to the ef­
fectual working in themeafure of every part, maketh 
increafe of the body, to xhe edifying of it felf in 

, iove. 
I Cor. 12. 5, l a , 13. No man can fay that Jer 

jut ts the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft —. As the Bo­
dy ts One, and hath many Members, and all the 
members of that One body , being many are One 
hody, fo alfo ts (fhrift. For by one Spirit, we are all 
baptised into One body v. 22,2 3. Nay much more 
thofe members of the body , which jeem to be morefeer 

ble ̂  are neceffary • And thofe members of the body 
which we think to be left honourable, upon thefe we hc~ 
ftow more abundant honour, and our uncomely parts 
have more abundant comclincfs. For our comely parts 
have no need; but God hath tempered the body together, 
having given more abundant honour to that part that 
lacked : that there fhould be no Schifme in the body, 
but thett the member should have the fame care one for 
another. And whether one memberftiffer, all fuffer 
with it, and if one be honoured, all rejoyce-— V. I f , 
If the foot fay, Becaufe I am not the hand, lam not 
of the body, is it therefore not of the body — ( By all 
this yon may fee, that even the Uwft, difhmoured, 
weak ani uncomely members, muft not be denied to 

be 



and againft Divifions. 6 1 

be of the Church or body of Chrift. ) 
I Cor. 15. 4 , 5. Charity fuffereth long> is not 

eafily provoked, thinkfth no evil-— Thegreateft u 
charity, V. 13. 

1 Cor. 1. 10. Now I befeech you brethren, by the 
name of cur Lord leftu Chrift y that ye all fpeak. the 
fame thing, and that there be no divifions among you : 
hut that ye be perfectly joyned together in the fame 
mind and in the fame judgement* v. 12,13. Every 
fine faith, l am of Paul> and I of Apollo —Is Chrift 
divided ? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye bap­
tized i»to the name of fauU Ch. J. I J . If any mans 
vorle^ be burnt, he fhall fuffcr lofs • yet [he himfelf full 
be faved, yet fQ as by fire Ch. - j . 5 ,4. For ye 
are yet carnal: For whereas there is among you envy* 
ing and ft rife and divifions, are ye not carnal, and, 
ttalk, as men t while one faith, / am of Paul, tec. 

Rom. 14, t . Him that is weak in the faith re­
ceive) but not to doubtful difputatiom* y.^. Letmt 
him that em eth, defpife him that eateth not: and let 
not him which eateth not judge him which eateth : for 
God hath received him : who art thuthat judge ft'ano­
ther mansfervant ? fo his own Mafter heftandetb or 
falleth. One man efteemetb one day above another ' 
Another efteerneth every day alike. Let every man 
le fully perfwaded in his own mind : He that regard-
eth a dayy regardeth it to the Lord ! V. 19. But why 
doft thou judge thy brother ? or why deft thou fet at 
nought thy brother ? we/hall all ft and before the judge­
ment feat of Chrift. Let tis not therefore judge one 
another any more.v. 13.14* /k now and amperfwaded 
by the Lord Jeftss, that there is nothing unclean of it 
f e l f ; but to him that efteemeth any thing unclean, to 
If.m U is unclean, Y#i7« For the Kingdom of God is 

not 
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not mtat and drinks but righteoufnefs and peace and 
joy in the Holy Cjboft i For he that in thefe things 
ferveth Chrift is acceptable to God and approved of 
men : Let m therefore follow after the things that 
make for peace, v. 22. Haft thou faith YHave it to thy 
felf before God. Ch. 15.1 ,2 . Wg that are ft rang 
ought to bear the infirmities of the weak,, and not to 
fleafe our felves. Let us every one pleafe his neigh-
hour for his good, to edification. For even Chrift 
fleafed not himfelf—y. 5.0*. Now the god of pati­
ence and confolathn, grant yon to be like minded one 
towards another, according to Chrift Jeff** : that ye 
may with ONE MIND, and ONE MOUTH 
jdor fe Gd wherefore receive ye one another t 4 
Chrift received us, to the glory of God. 

Ch. 16.17) 18. Now I befeech you brethren, 
markjhem which caufe divifionsand offenfes contrary 
to tke doUrine which ye have learned and avoid them. 
For they that are finch, ferve not our Lord Jeftss, hut 
their own belly , and by good words and fair fpeechtS 
deceive the hearts of the fwple. 

A & . 2o. 3©.. Aifo of your own felves fhall men 
drife, fpeaking perverfe things, to drAW away Difci-* 
pies after them. 

Joh. 13. 35. By this flyall all'men kpw that ye 
are my Difciples, if ye have love one to another, 

I Cor. H i 17, 1$. / hear there are divlfions a-
mongyou: Far there muft be alfoherefits among you, 
that they which are approved may be made maniffft. 

Math. 13. 29,^0. Nay, left while ye gather up 
the tares, ye root up alfo the wheat with them : Let 
both graw together till the harveft — 4 1 . The Angels 
fhall gather out of his Kingdom, all things that offend, 
and them jshicb do iniquity, and fhali caft them into 

a futi 
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a furnace of fife — Then /hall the righteous {bine 
forth as the Sun, in the Kingdom of their Father. 

.47. Tbe Kingdom of Heaven is like a net, cafe 
into the Sea • which gathered of every kind : which 
when it was full, they drew to the fhore • and fata 
down and gathered the good into Ve/fels, and the 
had they cafl away; fojhall it he at the end of the 
world. 

Math. 21. p, 1©. Cointe the high stays , and OS 
many as ye find, bid to the marriage (or as Luk. 14. 
Compel them to ctme in ) fo thofe[ervants went unto 
the high ways, and gathered all as many as they found 
both bad and good, and the wedding was furnifhed with 
gut/is. sXnd the King faw there a mm that had not 
on a wedding garment, and fald, Friend, How came ft 
thou in hither, &c . (Mark , thus he wi l l con­
demn wicked hypocrites themfelves, but blameth 
not the Minifters that compelled them, or that 
let them in . ) <3al. 6. i. If a man be overtaken m 
a fault, ye that an fpiritual, reft ore fuch a one in the 
fpirit ofmeehnefs'. Confidering thy f e l f , left thou alfo 
be tempted. Bear ye one anothers burdens , and f& 
fulfill the Law of Chrift, Let every man prove his 
own work. 

Note, that Paul purified himfelf as having a 
Vow : He circumcifed Timothy ; He became a 
Jew to the Jews, and all things to all men, that 
he might win fome. 

Phil . I . 15,16. Some preach Chrift ~cf envy, &C» 
as aforecited. 

Phil. 2. I , 2, 3. / / then $ any confolation m 
in Chrift, — fulfil ye my joy, that ye belike minded, 
having the fame love, being of one accord and of one 
mind. Let mthing be done through ft rife or vain 
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glory , out in iowimefs of mmd, let. each ejtecm other 
better than themfelves—— 14. Do all things with­
out mu rrnurings and difputings — 

Ch". 3 • 15 j 16. Let as many as are perfeU he thut 
minded : and if in any thing ye be otherwife minded. 
Cod fball reveal even this unto you* But whereuMO 
•we have already attained, let us walk by the fame rule j 
let us mind the f *me things. 

1 Thef. 5. 12, 15. PVe be fetch you brethren, to 
know them that labour among you and are over yon if* 
theLord,&c. andbe at peace among your [elves. 

Tic. 3. 10. %A man that is an her stick, after 
the firfl andfecond admonition avoid, knowing that 
he that is fuch isfubverted and ftnnetb, being condent' 
tied ofhimfelf. ' 

Jam. 3.1 ,a> 13, & c. (jiiy brethren be not m**Jf 
Maftert , knowing that ye fhall receive the greater 
condemnmoni For in many things we offend all—* 
who is a wife man and endued with knowledge among 
you, Let him fhew oat of a good converfation, his works 
with meeknsfs of wifdom : But if ye have bitter envy-
ing and ftrife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not 
againfl the truth : This wifdom defcendeth not from a' 
love; hut is earthly, fenfual, dtviiifh : For where 
envying and ftrifc is; there is confufion, and every e* 
vil work. The mfdom from above, is firfl pure, then 
peaceable,gentle,eafte to be entreated,full of mercy ana 
good fruits j without partiality,without hjpocrifie : an ^ 
the fruit of righteoufnefs is Jown in peace of them thai 
make peace. 

Mar. 12. 2 icjgtfusfaihevery Kingdom divide* 
againfl it f e l f , is^rougbt to dcfolation : and every 
City or houfe divided againfl it f e l f , fhall not (land 

I have cited fo many Texts againft divjfion 
and 



The necefsityof Unity. 

W/ and for the Unity of the Church and concord of 
\J Chriftiam, as one would think by the very hear-
1 1 ing of them,without expositions or argumentati-
*i on, fhould utterly mortiiie all inclination to d i -
H virions and hard cenfures, in all true believers * 
<y» yea fo many Texts as I am perfwaded many that 
'JV moft need them , wi l l think i t tedious to read 
H them over. And yet I have caufeto fear left 

1 rnanyfuch wi l l feel as l i t t le of the fenfe and autho-
y j f f rity of them , as i f there were no fuch words iri 
r j the Scripture , and none of this had been fet 
Hp before them; 

Out of all thefe you may gather > thefe rea-
• fonsof the neceflity of Unity, and of the evil 
• of fchifmord.vifion. 

Firft , I t is One God, One Head, One Saviour-
J and One Holy Spirit, into whofe name we are 

tjjt' all baptised. Secondly, I t is One Covenant which 

mm and One nevt Nature which is in all the truly fan-
iM edified* Fourthly, I t is One Gofpel or holy wqrd 

° f G o d , which is to us all, the feed of our new 
r j birth, the rule of our faith and lives; and the 
V foundation of our hope, and muf* be" our daily me-
§ } ditation and delight, and the food on which the 
Li» children of Gods family muft all live. Fifthly, 
f A I t is One Body of Chrift, whereof we are all mem-
• j j ^ers. As Chrift is not divided, fo his Body, that 

j | is his Church, both as Myftical, and as Viable ^ 
i»{ -j. is but One 5 however the Members and their Gifts 

H degrees of grace are many. ^Sixthly, I t is 
f j One -way of Faith and Hoiinefs which all muft 

walk in . Seventhly* And it is Onejnd and hap-
H pinefl 
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pinefs which we all expect; and in One Heaven 
that we muft meet and live for ever ( fo many as 
are fincere in the faith which we profefs ) • And 
in Heaven we malt have one Mind and Heart, 
and One employment in the Love and praife of 
our Creator and Redeemer, and one felicitating 
fruition of his Glory for evermore. Therefore 
hethatfeetb not the neceffity of Unity, knoweth 
not the Na; are of the Church, or Faith > or true 
Religion. 

The Honours afid Benefits of Unity,and thcjhame 

and ntifchiefs of Divifiens, may appear to him, 
that further eonfidereth the inftances which fol­
low. 

F i r f t , Oxxv Union with the Church, is a n"gn 

of our proportionable union with Chrift : And 
our feparation from the Church, doth fignifie that 
we arefeparated from Chrift . He that is Uni­
ted but to the Vifible Church, \% but vifibly (by Ba­
ptifm and Profelfion ) united to Chrift -* fuch a 
union isfpoken of -in fob, j ? . * . Every branch in 
me that beareth not fruit, he takeih away. He that 
is united to the myftical (fhurch, cfthe Regene­
rate and fpir i tual , is united to Ghrift by faith and 

. by the fpirtt: For his union to Chrift is at the 
fame inftant of time, with his union with the 
Church : but in order of nature goeth before i t . 
He that is divided from this myftical Church, can­
not poffibly (at that time) be a Member of Chrift 
in the fpiritual fenfe : As the member which is 
cut off from the body, is alfo feparated from the 
Head. And he*that himfelf forfaketh the Vifible 
Church ishch, forfaketh the myftical Church and 
Chrift himfelf. For to focfeke the VtfihUQbmch 
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as fuch, is to ceafe to be a Profejfor of Chriftiani-
ty. One may be a Member of the Vifible Church, 
and net of the fpiritttal ; but you cannot be a 
Member of the fpiritual Church, i f you forfake 
and refufe the vifiblc Church as fuch. 'For though 
a man may be regenerate by the Spirit, before he 
make an open prof eft on or be baptized ( and with­
out baptifm in fome few cafes) yet fo he can­
not be, i f he refufe to be a Profejfor. Its poflible 
indeed to be a member of the Univerfal Church, 
both *sA4yjiical, and as VifMe\ as fpiritual andf 
isprofeffmgi vvfiiie we have not opportunity to 
joyn with any one particular Church, or to fe­
parate from fome particular Church, without fepa-
wngtcomtteuniverfal: But to feparate from 
^ ^niverfal Church , is to feparate from 

But then you muft nnderftand, that the Uni -
verlalVifible Church is nothing elfe, but4// pro-
^eJJtng Chriftians in the world, as vifiblyfubjetled to * 
Chrift as their Head: And that there is no fuch 
thing in being, as the Papifts call the Catholic^-
or Univerfal Church ; that is , the univerfality of 
t ^ f " " * ftbielled to one Vicar of Chrift as their 

eayJ**her Conftitutive or Governing. Such a pre­
tended Head is an Umrper and no true authorized 
Vicar of Chrift . And therefore fuch a Church as 

jHch, lsnothingbuta company of feduced Chri-
Itians, following fuch a traiterous Ufurper. And 
to feparate from the Pope,is not to feparate from* 
Chrif t or from his Church. 

Secondly, Confider alfo, that Union is not on-
1y an Accident of the (fhurch, but is part of its 
v«ry effence > without which it can be no (fhureh, 

H -a and 


