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- Prophets to beitsHelpers , and abundance of Ai-
vacles and extraordinary gifts, to garher and edi-
| fieit; tofilence its enemies, and to terrifie and
- reftrainoffenders, and to bring up. the Church
- to the higheft degree of holinefs that could be
- Wellexpedred, And withall, the Members were

- N0t driven in Ly force by Magiftrates, nor a/- -

lured by any world]y commodities , but wese a
few ¥ olunteers, who in a time of perfecution ,
- Profefled Chrift, to their hazard or Afuffering in
“theworld.  Yet fee what they were.
" The faultine(s of the Teachers.
The Apofiles before the deach of Chrift,
though they had fo long heard his do&rine , and

feenhig miracles, nnderftood not that he muft’

die for our fins, and be buried , and rife 2gain,
and afcend inco Heaven, and there intercede for
us, and ruje ths Church, Joh.13. 16. and 10.6.
Lnk. 18.34. and 9.45. and 34. 43, 44,45. Pe-
ser fo much perfwaded Chrift from tha {uffering
by which ths world was to be redeemed , that
Chrit {peaketh to him as he did to the Devil.

Matth, 4. Get thee bebind me Satan; for thos fa-

voureft not the things that be of God, bat thofe thar be
of men. March, 16, 32, 23+ Fames and his beloe
veddifciple #sbn ( called fons of thunder 5 per-
haps for this or fych like zeal ) would have cal-
Yed for fire from beaven to deftroy the unbelieving
adverfaries of the Gofpel, and knew not of what
fpirit they were. Fudas was one that was fent out
to preach the Gofpel by Chrift himfelf, ( who
knew his heart:) Many that preached and pro-
phefied and caft ont Devils in his name , were
Workers of iniquity, whom he never knew with
: : F 3 fPCCl‘_
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38 Thefanlts of the Minifters

fpecial approbation. AMarth. 9. 22, 23. When
he came to his fofterings, they all flept when they
fhould have watched and prayed with him one
hour in his agony ; and this after his admonitione
When they fhould have confeffed him in fuffer-
ing they all forfook hims and fled,Marth.26.56. And
Perer that feemed to flick clofer to him, did with
forfvearing thrice deny him, after he had -pro-
mifed to die with him', and not to forfake hims
though all forfook him: And when he was dead
they (aid, Luk. 24. we trufted thiswas be that [bould
have delivered Ifracl , as if their faith had been
extin®, And when he rofe and appeared to them
they hardly believed wvhat they faw : and Thoma,
one of them, refolved that he would not believe,
unlefs he might pue his fingers into his fide-
And when they fpake with him before his 4/cen-
fion they dreamedfill of an earthly grandures
and askt him, Whether now he would reffore the
Kingdome nnto Ifrael> Aét. 1.  And they under-
{tood not the defcent of the Holy Ghoft.

And when ths Holy Ghoft was come upon
them, one of their firt Deacons Nicholas was the

original of 2 Se& whofe do@rine Chrift did hate,

Pasl and Barnabas contended even to parting:
Peter diffembled by a finful feparation , walking
not uprightly, and drew away Barmabas into the
diffimalation : Gal. 2. Phil. 1. 15, 16. | Somt
preach Chyift cven of envy, and ferife, and [ome of
good will, * The onepreach , Chyrift “of contentions not
Jincerely , [uppofing vo add afftiction” to my bonds. ]
Many were made like the heads of Se&s, and
fome were of Paul/ and fome of Apolls’s, and fome
of Cephas (‘as the Papifts be now. ) And {)or{;:
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¥ (or. 3. 12, OF Timuhy andthe reft Paul faith.
% L 1 bavenoman like minded 5 for all feck, their own,

- and not the things which are fe[ws Chrifts. 3 Joh. 9.
ro. Diocrephes who loveth tobave the preeminence
. among thems receiveth s noty prating againft ws with
malicions words = and not content therewith 5 nmeither
 doth he bim(elf receive the Brethren, and forbiddltb
&8 thems that would, and cafteth them ot of the Church,]

- Asthe Apoftles themfelves before Chriftsd eath,
were ftriving which of them thould be the great-
eft ; fo this vice ftill followed many of the Pa-
ftors 3 fothat Peter is f2in to exhort them , not
%0 Lord it over Gods heritage o, nor to rule them by
confEraint, but willingly, 3 Pet. 5. And what 2=
bundance of Se@-mafters did arife from among
the Minifters of the Gofpel in the Apoftles own
timtes ?  Infomuch as Pusgl forewarneththe fa-
mous Church of Ephefus , not only that gricvoms
Wolves ( that is , Hereticks ) fbeuld enter , that
fpared mot the flocks, but alfo chat, of their own felves
men [bould arife, [peaking perverfe things to draw
away difciples after them. Aft. 20, 30. And in
the Apofties dayes, while one had a Prophefie and

to the Church-worfhip , even by abufe of extra=
ordinary gifts : And they fo abufed che Love-
feafts at theLords Supper, that Pasl was fain to
_petfwade them rather to eat athome. 1 Cor. 140
and 1 Cor. 11, fo muchof the true ftate of the
Primitive Teachers and Paftors of the Church.

; The faults of the Church of Rome. :

What Heretical Judaizers were among them,
is intimated in ¢ 1.€" 3.to the Romans, And how
: oy F 4 litsle

~  buile hay and Rubble , which muft be confumed. :

another a Pflalm, ¢rc. they brought confufionin- -
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litcle they underftood the do&rine of Juttificati-

onis intimated in ¢4p. 3, & 4, & 5, & 6, T 7y

¢ 8.. What diflentions there were about meats,

and drinks, and days, the weak judging the ftrong,

and the ftrong defpifing the weak, appeareth, c4p.

14, 15. Andfome caufed divifions and cffences

contrary tothe dullring which they bad learned 5 f[er-

ving not the Lord Fefus but their qwn bellies , and - | &

by good words and fair Jpeeches d;:eibing the bearts of | 1

. the fimple, Rom. 16. 16, 17. S 4

‘The faults of the Church of Corinth.

2 Cor. .13, X2, [ There are comentions amung

308 — Everyone of you [aith, | am of Paul, and 1

of Apollo’s, and 7 of Cephas, and Iof Chrift,

Mark theextent of the fin ( cvery one of you ) that

18, very many among you, 1 Cor.3.13, 7 cosld not

freak toyon as [piritnal, "bar a5 carnal e— Eor ye are

yet carngl — V. v2, If any build on this foundation,

woody hay, ffubble,—v. 15, he bal [uffer lofs. chap.

A 18. 28, Some are puffed #p — Shall I come 10 yo

with arod or inlovey — chap. 6. 5,6.7.8. If}’?ﬂk

20 your [hame ., Ls thers not a wife min aming you?

Becanfe yee go o Law one with another ( before Hea-

thens, ) Nay you do wrong and defrand | and that

Jour brethren, - Know ye not thas the anrighteors [bek

| ot inherit the Kingdom of God 2 — chap. il. 17,

' : 18,89,20,21. I praife you not that you come together, ’

‘ ot for the better but for the worfe.” For firff of all, ‘

when you.come togesher in the Church. 1 hear 'b“»’ |
that there be divifions among you —  Eor there muft
be alfs Herefies Aamong you, that they which are appro=
ved may be made manifeft among you — When 303
eome together into one place, this 35 not to eat the Lords
ugy_ppeg; g’,;r j),; gq:iug ewrz e t_ﬂétt_b beforc 0{1727,.':

L'——\.\_#~_\_AR,__;‘H__#4) — : ‘
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* bis own [uppery and ore 15 bungry 5 and anothir 4
dranken. Vetfo23.30, He shat caterh and drink-
eth waworthily 5 eateth and drinkesh damnarion o
him[elf; not difecerning the Lords body — For this
canfe many are weak and fick among you > and many
Jleep.  Chap. 14. Reproveth their abufe of un-
known tongues, and their diforder in Gods pub-
Iike worfhip — Chap. 15. 12, 13,14, 15 L
Chrift be preached that be rofe from the deady how [ay
[ome among you , that there 15 norefurretiion. Bt
if there Le no re[urreition of thé dead 5 then Chrift v
B0t rifen 5 eAnd if Clriff be_not rifen; then % osr
Preaching vain, and- your faith is vain 3 ye4 and we
are foand falfe witneffes of God — vi17- and ye are
36t in your finse 2 COr. 12+ 20, 314 4 fear left when
L come,, 1 [ball not finde you fuch as I would , and that
{ [ball be found ro you fuch as ye wonld not. Left there
bedebates, envyings, wraths, firifes , back-bitings,
-wbifper_ihg: s [wellings , tumults 3 avd left my God
will humble me among you, and that 1 [hall bewail
wmany that bave finned already , and have net repent-
ed of the uncleanne(s and fornication and lafciviunf~
nefs which they have commirred, ] Befides that
Paul and his Miniftry was flandered and much
flighted among them , as by bis large aad vehe-
ment apologies and expoftulations doth appear 5
Thefe were the faults of the Charch of the Co-

rinthians.
Thecorruptions of the Churches of Galatis.

“moved 5 from him thar called you, to the grace of
Chrift, to anather Gofpel 3 which is nos another 3 bat
there are fame that trouble you, and would pervers the
Gofpelof Chriff ;  But thongh we or an An%d froms

¢AVENY

Gal. 1.6,7,8,9. 1 marvel shat yon arefofon re- A

&
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 beaven, £re¢b any other Gofpel to you , than that

which we have preached to 304 5 les him be accurfed—
€bap. 3. %, 25 3. O foolifb Galathians! who hath
basvitched you s that you [bowld not obey the trash ? be-
fore whofe eyes — Are ye fo foolifh 3 Haying begun
inthe [piric , are ye now made perfet by the flefh ?
Have ye jn#zcred Jomany things in vain — chap. 4.9.

0w thrn ye again 1o weak and Ly garly elements,
whereto ye defire again to be in bonddge. verf.10.11,
Ye obferve dayes, and moneths, and times, and years
1 am afraid of you, leff I hays beftowed on you labour
invain'— v. 16. Am I iherefore become your enemy
becaufe I tell you thetruth ? Tol) me , ye that defire
to be under the Law — . 29, As then 5 be that
was born after the flefb perfecared bing thay was born
after the [pirit , even [6it s now ( The Legalifts
perfecuting the Apoftles ) Chap. . 2, Begold 4
Paul [ayuntoyou , thar if ye b circumeifed, Chrift
Jeall profit yon nothing. V, 3, 4. For I tefbific again
20 every man that is circamcifed , that be g5 a deb-
sortodothe whole Law : Chriff v becomse of no ef-
{eét to you.  Who ever of you are iuftified by the Lan,
ye are fallen from grace V.9. Alittle leaven leaven-

eththe whole] wmp. 12. Lwould they were even cut off

which trouble you. Chap. 6. 12. A many as defire
tomake a fair [bew in the flefb, they confrain you to
be circamcifed,

The corruptions of the Church of Colofle.

Col. 2.20, 21,22,23. If ye be dead with Chrift
{rom the radiments of the world, why as thowgh living
imtbe worldy are ye fubjett to ordinamces Tonch not,
vaft not , handle nor (which all are to perifb with the
#fing ) after the Commandements and Dollyines "f
men 3 Which things bave indeed 4 [ben of wifdome in
awill-wor[bip., The

PR 0 T o ey e
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The corruptions of the Church of Epbefis,

Rev. 2. 4,5. Neverghelefs I have [fomewbat a-

- gainft thee, becanfe thou baff left thy firft love — Re-
- member from whence thou art fallen, and do thy firff
- works, or elfe I will come unto thee guickly, and will
. remove thy Candleftick. A&. 20.30, O your
own felves fboall men arife 5 [peaking perverfe thingss
~ Ce. agaforefaid,

The corruptions of the Charch of Pergamne,
Rev. 3. 14, 15,16. 7 havea fewthings againft
- thee, becaufe thou haft theve them that held the doilrine
- #f Balaam, b, ranght Balac to coft a flambling
- block before the childyen of Ifrael 5 toeat thingi f[a-
erificed o Tdols 5 znd 1o commit fornication : [o baft
thow alfo them that hold the dotyine of the Nicolai-
tans, whichrhing I hare —Repenty or elfe I will — .

The faults of the Church of Thyatira,

Rev. 2.30, 21,2 2, Lhave a few things againft
thee , becanfe thou fuffereft the woman Jezebel, which
calleth her [elf 4 Prophetefs | to seach and to [educe
my fervants to commit fornication o and to eat things
Jacrificed vo ldols.

' The fanlts of the Church of Sards,

Rev. 3. v, Thouhaft 2 name that then liveft and
artdead — Ihave not found thy works perfett before
God. 4 Thou haft a few names cven in Sardis, which
bave not defiled their garments, :

The faults of the Church of Laodices,

Rev. 3. 1§, 165 17. Thou art neither cold nor
hot — 1 will fpue thee ot of my mosth — and knoweft
not that thos art wretched and miferable and poor and
blind and naked. :

I haue been thus large in cicing the words of
the Text, to make it plain to you, of what kind

of
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of Members th: Vifible Churches were then
made up : And to affett their hearts with the
fenfe of their partiality , who can plead for ma-
“ny things as dutics, and plead again{t many things
. asfin, without one plain word of Scriprure on
their fide 5 and yet can read all thele without ei-
ther fenfe or notice,

ing that God alloweth any of thefe fins,or that any
fhould make light of them : For all munft abhor

. them:Nor doI fay,that none of the Charches oxght
to have excommunicated any of thefe effenders
for thefe fins, Seme of them I doubt net, thould
have been caftout. But thefe are the ufes which I
defire you to make of all thefe Texts,

. Chareh, beableto prove it hath worfe crimes to
nullifié it than any of thefe had. For none of thefe
were for thefe faules pronounced no Charches of
Jefs Chriff, B

- Secondly,obferve that no one Member,is in all
 thefe Scriptures, orany other , commanded o
come ot and [eparate from any one of all thefe

Churches, as'if their communion in worfhip

werennlawful, ,And therefore before you fepa-

rate from any as judging communion with them
unlawful , be fure that you bring greater reafons
foric, than any of thefe recited were,

;

~

/" ’ ~ Yetmark, I pray you , that T am far from fay- -

Firlt, before you judge any Church to he no'
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Conditions of Church Communion. 45

+DIRECT. VI

U nderfland well the different conditions and
terms of Communion with the Church as
invifible and as vifible 5 and the different
priviledges of the Memberss thas [o you
may not prefume to impofe any conditions
- which God hath not impsfed; nor yes 10
- &rudge at the reception of thofe that are not
- fandified and fincere. :

R LL Chriftians are agreed that it belongeth
: to God only to' make the conditions Of
Church-communidn 3 and therefore it belong-
eth not to us to invent them , Dor toour Wit £o
cenfure what God hath done , burto fearch the
Scripture till we find it out, and then obey it-
This is the great controverfie which hath trou-
bled the Church: When men know not who
1hould be Members of the ‘Charch ‘and who- not,
and ‘when they have no certain rule or chara@es
to know whom they muft receive , it is no -won-
derif confufion and contention be the complexi-
onand pra&ice of fuch Churches. And here the
Paftors have torn the Church, by running 1nto
contrary extreams, - Some have thought that the
Vlﬁblc ChﬂfCh maft bC CODﬁj(u[ed only of fUCh
perfons, as {atisfie the Paftors and the people of
the truth of their fan&ification, by fome fpe-
cial acconnt of their converfion or the work of
gtace upon their hearts, jn adiftinéter m“’g’“
than
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than the ancient Charch required of the baptized :
Wherein béing agreed of no certajn terms, to
know anothers fantification by , their Churches
are diverfified according to the meafure of thz
ftri&nels or largen:fs, cenforioufnefs or charity
of the Paftors & the people;while one'thinks that
perfonto have trae grace,whom another thinks to
havemone: Andfo they chat will be mof anchari-
sable, do pretend to the reputation of "being the
wiofd pure 5 becanfe they are mof firic? :And multi=
tudes are fhat out whom Chrift would have to be
received,& his children are numbred wich the dogys
On the other fide there is one or two of late
among us, who think thac the Church is but
Chrifts School , whete e reacheth the way to true
Regenerations and not 2 Suciery of profeffed Re=
generate ones of Saints : - And that all who own

“Chrift asche Teacher of the Church , and fubmit

to the Govermment of the Paffors, and are willing to
learnhow to be regenerate , thould be baptized,
though they profefls not any fpecial faving faith o
repentance. And their reafons are,bécanfe firlt,elfe
all that doubt of their fincerity muft lie, or be
kept out. Secondly, becanfe thatin the Church
of the Jews, the multitude were fuch as weré
openly angodly. Andfome of the Papifts talk alfo
at this rate,though indeed they are themfelves yet
1eterly unrefolved in this point. a5

W hat Church foever is conftituted according
to either of thefe two gpimions, will not be confhi-
tuted according to the mind of Chrift : But yet
with this difference : The firt Opinion introdu<
ceth Church-tyranny , and injsffice 5 and is foun=

* dedinthe want of Chriffian charizy, and lc;“”"

ed gé
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Iedge , and tendeth to endlefs feparations and
- confufions.  But the fecond opinion inferreth all
thefe greater mifchiefs, ’
_Firft, itconfoundeth the Casehumens with the
(riftians, and makethall (briffians who are buc
willing to learn tobe Chriftians,  Secondly, it
maketh the Chriftian Church to confift of fuchas
areno Chriffians : As that perfon certainly isnot,
who confenteth not that Chrift be his Teacher,
Prieft and King:For to fuchaone,he is no Chriff 3
feeing thefe are the effencial parts of his Mediasary
¢ffice. And the new device of diftingnithing Chriffs -
Apoftolike and Mediatory offices; & {0 theChurch con=
gregare and ehe (hurch regenerste accordingly, will
not fees¥ to'defend this conceit. Foras Chrift is
not divided , fo his office for which he is called
* CPrift is butOne, which entirely is called the office
ofa Saviour,ot Redeemer,or Midiator,which are all
one: And the eflential parts of itare, firft his
Prietly, fecond Teaching and Ruling offices ot
works :. And this which is calied his Apiftle[bip, is
but the fame which is called his. Teaching or Pro-
phetical Office , and is a part of his Mediatory or
Javing Office. - And he is no Chriftian , hor is that
any Congregased Chriftian (‘burch , which profef-
fethnotto take Chrift for his Mediatar, hus Prieff
and King ; as well as for an Apoftle a Propbes of
Teacher, Thirdly , they therefore who hold the
aforefaid doctrine, do intrednce a new fort of
Chriftianity. - Fourthly, and a new fort of Bap-
tifm, which the Church of Chri@t never knew to
this day. And therefore they do ingenuonfly
-profefs cheir diflent frem our form or words in
Baptifm,becanle we puc the baptized to rc‘ncunrﬁc
e
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the feflt the world and the devil , and to ufe fuch

- covemanting words, as muft fignifie fpecial graces

But through the great mercy of God , Bapufm is
ftill the fame thing inall the Chriftian Churches
in the world, the' Reformed , the Roman , the
Greiks the Armenian, yea and the Ethicpian t0o)
fot all their feeming reiteration of it.  And Ba=
ptifin among them all, is the fame now as it hath
been-in all Generatiors, from Chrifts in{titucion
ofit.  So that we fully maintain'as well as the
Romans, that Chriftianity hath by ehisfacred Tra-
dition been fafely delivered down to us to this
day. - What a Chriftianis, and what Chriftiani-
tyis, May be moft certainly known, by this which
is commonly called our Chriffening 5 In which the
profeflion and covenant which maketh men Chri®
ftiang is fo exprefs and unchinged from aget0
aget ' Therefore thefe men who would have our
Baptifm changed, do fpeak plainly, buc impu*
dently ; as if they were raifed in the end of the
wworld, to reform the Baptifm and Chritianity
of 21l ages, and- were not only wifer than the
unriverfal Chuzch £rom Chrift till pew, but alfo
4t 1aft maft make the Church ancther thing: I
incréat the Reader who would know the judge=
ment of all antiquity about Bapti{m , as {uppo
fing faving grace, -to'read thofe numerous citati
ons of Mr, Gataker inthe Margin of his book 2~
sainft Davenant 5 of Bapeifm. ~ Fifihly, and by
this new do&rine they deftroy all that fpreidl

Love which Church-members or vifible Chrifti-

ansasfuch; fhould bear to oné another. For
no faith or confent Mmuft fieceflarily be profefled at

“Baptifm, but that which' is common tothe ""ﬁ"dﬁz
; : : ik
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and children of the devil, then all Charch-members
% only fuch, muft be takerito be but ungodly, and
no man muft love a Church-member as fuchs
- with a fpecial love , as a vifible Saint3 but only
as one of the hopefuller fort of the ungaodly.Sixth-
Iy, and hence it will follow, thac either none muft
make any profeffion of [aving Faith and Repentance
- (andfo_ all appearance of holinefs muft be dri-
venout of the world ) or elfe the’ Church muft

e conftituted of two forts of profeffions and pro-.
teflours, tora fpecie diftin& from one another 3

€a more diftiné than Infidels are from their new
ort of Chriftians, And confequendy it muft
needs be indeed two Churches and not one, wviz.
One (ourch of thofe who take Chrift for their
Tﬂ_{c/m' only, and another of thofe that take him
“stirely @ Chriff. Seventhly, and by this rule
the Socinians and Mabomesans, who confefs Chrilt
tobea great Teacher,but deny him tobe the Prieff
and facrifice for fin, may be baptized, and taken
for Chriftians.  Thefe and many more abfurdirieg
follow upon this new concéit. ~But I muft defire
the Reader who would fee more of it, to peruf=

My Difputations about Right 10 Sacraments, where
it is handled at large. 7

. As to their Obje&ions I anfwer, Firft, no
man s called to Jie, nor yet are thepfearfal tobe
fhutout : For as no man is perfectly acquainted
with his own heart, {o no man is te profefs 2 per-
fe& knowledge of it : Bur if 2 manfpeak 25 he

deceit, no more ¢an be expe&ed of him. He
that canfay [ ThoughI am not certain that there
i nofecret fraud in my heart, yet asfarasI can

' G ~' difcern

S i M

thinketh upon faithful endeavoursto avoid felf=
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difcern it, Iam wilfing to be 3 Chriftizn upén
the terms of Gods Covenant , and to take Chrift
for. my Teacher, Prieft and King | muft cffer
himfelt, and 'mﬁi’pbc received itothe ‘Chofche ™
soecondly, andis to the Jews cafe, T have pro-

, ved in the fore-mentioned Difputations, Fﬁfﬁa
that it was o lefs cthan a profeffion of f2ving

faith, which was made in the ‘Covenant of Cir~

/ cufncifion. Secondly, that'men_ Were then to be
g = puat to death,for almolt all thele enormons crimes
} “.{blﬁh We pow excolnmunieate men for : And the

dead are not meémbers of the  Church on earth.
Thirdly, that all that in marser of fait was fonnd
amongthem contrary to this, wis contraty €o
Gods Law : * And t argue ag2ifift che Taw from
maris breach of thé’zfa_w, a fjﬁa eonira’jus , 15 Very
bad arguing. Ponrthly, that it is farre fuser 2nd
clearer reafoning abeut the Evangélical ftate and
order ofthe Church, from the Gifpel, than fro
the Lay of Mifes, much more thanfrom the viv=
Fations of that Iaw.  Fifthly, but yet all the cor=
ruptions of the Churches, as, I'have cited and
proved them before , do fhew us.the diffeferce
befween the Church as vifib/y Cangregat? , and 45
Regenerate 5 and fhew us that the prefence of
feardalows [amers, Will not warrant' us to feparate
ot topnchurchthe Church, “And this may fuffice
againft that errour. e A Tt o

“The, true conditions of admittance into the
Church and ftate of Chriftianicy arethefe. -
_ Firlt, A truebeliecf in God the Pather, Son and
H iy Ghoft, and 1 Dewating’ of our felues fincevely, 10
H iz as our reconciled Father, osr Saviour, and our
Sanclifiery in arefolved Covenant , or Confent 5 ve=

nouncing
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nouncing the Devil, the world ,and the flefb, (exprel-
Iy or impliedly ) is the whole and che only con-
dition of our Communion with the Church mye
fical ot the living body of Chuift ( which is cal-
ded - The Chaurch » in the firft and moft famous
fenfe,) ’ } ;

Obj. If this muft be wronght in. s befare we are in
the myftical Charch 5 then a fEate of holinefs may be
found in fuch, a areyet ont of :'be,laod;] of Chrift in the
world: Byt if this be after eur entrance into the Church
than lefs may [afficiently gualific # for admis-

tance, = 4
. &nfm, It is neither before not afiers but it
IS OUr changs and ensrance it Jelf.. Tobe a mema=
ber of the Church myftical, and to be a Chriffian is

@il one :* And this is Clyiffianizy. 16 1 fhould fay
- thatt ﬁfgél*pggtym a Rational free agent | 9 the
- wakin ,z‘,.?!, member of the Racional world 5 wonld
you think thac this muft be either antecedent or
confequent to his change,which is nothing elfe but
the change it felf? . TG ShaY e
: ,.§¢C9nd]y 5 That which maketh 4 wan a member
of the Tniverfal Church as Vifibley s bis Baprifms
Which 25 his prafeffion of the [amc true Faith afore-
[aid, and confent to rhe Covenant 3 or hes vifible de=
dication to Godthe Father, Somand Holy Ghoft , a
bis Reconciled Father > his Saviowr and Sanihifieys ‘
by aVow and Covenant in Baprifts. . | .. . '
. Where note that Baptifm hath two parts: The
Covenant there made and openly declared between
God and Man: And the Sacramental , obfigning
-Mt__d'iﬁ;gj}{;j fign 5 whichis the wafbing in warérs
The Profeffion it felfy ot epen covemanting with G‘m.!,;,
i the "it"gmg‘ﬁatcdly peceffgy tothe beingof V=
b A
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S2  Termsof Church-enterance.

fible Chriftianity - And the wafbing with water, 15
“neteffary asa duty where it may be had, and as 2
‘means tothe orderly and regular encrance; by which
“the Church is commenly to judge who are itsad-

“ mitted members and whonot. As imward confent

and autward profeffion of confent, and publike folemni=
‘xation , arethe neceflaries'toa ftate of marriage;
“the firft being as the foul, the fecond as the bo-

“dy, and the third as the wedding garments 3 10 15

Atin this cafe.  So that in fhort, if you take Ba~
‘P’f m aright for the Covenant and the Sign there
is e other entrance into the Vifible Church, nor

“any otlier condition neceflary o 'a title to its com-
“munion,  Butif -yon take Baptifm improperly»

for the wafting alone , there’ is no sirle to fach
wafbing necelary but Profeffed faith and Covenans=
ang. - Sothatif you require more, or inventand
Ampofe any further conditions, and deny buprized
‘profeffors of Chriffianity to be vifible members of the

“Church, you are fuperftitionsdevifers of a way
of your own , and makers of will-»orfhip, andnot
~ “obedient fubmitters to the way of God,
- Profeffion then of Belief and confent to the Cove=

wanty isonr title-condition to- communion with the
Univerfal Vifible Church, This profeffion muft
be folemn, andfolemnized under the hand of -2
Minifter of Chrift, who bath the Keyes of the
Church, or Kingdem of heaven 3 that it may be
TatisfaGory to the Church, 'and valid ac its barre.

Thofe that are baptized at age, have prefent
. Right to communion with the aduft. Thofe that

are baptized inInfancy (vpon geod right) are ad-
mitred tofuch Infant-communicn as they are capa-
ble of.And ar years of difcxztion, they thcmfelv;cs

o muis
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Terms of Churchenterance. ~ §3°

muft ovn the Covenant,which cheir Parents cote-
red chem into. The more folemnly this ig done

- (as it was in baptifm ) the better it is: Buc:

If it be done but by a profeffing themfelves to
| be Chriftians, and attending Chrifts ordinances
- with his Church, it is valid ; unlefs they forfeit
the credit of their profeffion, by proved Herefies
Or crimes in whicE they live impenitently.
_ But then it muit be here obferved, what a
Profeffion of C briftianity is 5 which intitleth to
Baptifm and Church-communion. And objéétive-
13,1t muft be the whole Baptifmal Covenant that muft
be profefed : Nolefsis to be tsken asa profeffin
of Chriftianity : And as tothe oA, it muft be
ﬁ}'ft: A fignification of the mind, by word or wri-
Zing, or fome intelligible fign. Secondly, it muft
feem to be anderffood : ‘For no man confen‘eth to

that which he underfbandeth not, Bat herein any

intelligible fign of 2 tollerablegnderffanding mult
be accepred, though we find that the perfons con-
ceptions are raw and not fo diftint and cleac
as they ought,nor the expreffions ready,orde:ly or
compt. Thirdly, it moft feem to be ferions: For
that which is apparently diflembled or ludicrons

isnull : Faurthly, It muft be deprefentiy a pre- -

Jent giving up our felves to Chrift, and not only a
promife de furaro 5 that we will hereafter rake

im for our Seviowr and Lsrd, and not at pre=
{ent. Fifchly, it muft fzem to be volwntary, 2nd
not conftrained ; for then it isnot (erions, Sixth-
dy, it moft feem to be deliberate, and refolute 5 and
ﬁvz/ed, and not only the eff=& of 2 mutable paffi-
on, Tais goeth to make' it a real Profeffion in tha
common fenfe of all mankind.

e
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ij Byt bow few J;xong #s do jbimbcb,ddftemf'
be underftanding, [crions, and vefolved in covenant®

ing with Chrift ?
Anfw. Inthe Degree o thefe we 4/ fall fhort

of that which 1s outr dury : But if you accufe any

~ ofthe want of fo much 25 1s neceffary to an 4¢-

. >

ceprable Profeffion 5 Firft, you muit be fare that
]you fpeak not by wncharitable furmife and bear
ayy butupon. certain proof ‘or bnowledge. Secoid-
Iy, and that therefore you fpeak ic not ac 4 venture
of whole Parifbes or famities, hut only of thoft per-
{ons by name, whom you know to be guilty.Third-,
ly, and that you remember thar it is the Paffors
office to judge, and that you expe& not that every
one muft give an account of cheir knowledse 7
you> And 1f there be a mif- judging; itis the fault
of the Paffor, and not yours (" of which'more 2=
non. ) Fourthly, that perfons Biprized are sl
ready admitred int® the Church, and therefore if
they make profeffion of Chriftiznity, they mu

not be puc to bring any other/proof of their ti=

tle; butit lieson you to difprove ir, if you will
have it queftionsd. And to reje& them from
communion without 2 proved accufation, is 77-
renny and Lording it over the Charch of (?Od-
Thefe are Gods terms of Church-communion

And if you will needs have ftriter,you muft have -

nene of his making bat your own.

Obj. But all vifible (hriftians and Chyrches, are
vifible Saints and Regenerate 3} and [oarve nit ors.
- dAnfw. To be a¥ifille Sainty is to profefs to be

4 Saint : And whofoever doth profefs the Baptifmal

Lovenant profefleth to be # Saint. ~ Converfion,

“Regeneration Faith and Repeneince , ‘are all

contaiin-
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Chyrch-Comimiunton. S§ |

Coualned 5 ILQ ¢uking Gua the Father Sou and. \
Holy Ghoft ,for our Father, Saviour, and Santtifier.
ODbj.But 304 may teach a Parro o [peak thofe words, ]
_dnfw. Its true: And perhaps to fpeak any !
words which yon ufe your felves : Bat if you will
thence conclude chat words muft not be taken as.
a Profeffion, you grofly erry or abufively wrangle; ,
or if you infer thence that your neighbour un-= |
derftandeth himfelf no more than a Parrot doth,
you muft prove what yoa fay to the Paffor of the
Church : For God hath not allowed him to ex -
communicare baprized perfons,becanle you fay that
_‘h‘?y areignorant. And if theyare willing tolearn
1t isfitter to teachchem thanto excommunicaie them,
_And here I muft lament it, that I have met
with many cenforious Profz{lors, who would not
communicate with the Parifh Churches, becaule
the people are iguorant, who, When 1 have exami-
ned themfelves, have proved ignorans of the very
fubftance of Chriffianity, fothat I have beenmuch
in doubt whether I ought to admit them to the
Tords Table or not. They knew not whether
* Chriftwas Erernal, or whether he was God nhen
be was an earth, or wheher he be Man now he 1
in heaven 5 nar what Faith is, or. what Fuftifica- ‘
sion or, Santtification is, norwhatthe [iwenant Of '
grace s ; nor what Bap;ifm‘g;r the Lirds Suprer
are ; nor could prove the Scripture to be the
‘word of God , or proye mans foul to be imRor-
tal ; but gave falfe or impertinent anfwers about.
all thefe ¢ And yet could not joyn with the igno-
rant Churches. :
And nest 1 defire yo1 here to obferve the
differens Priviledges, asweil:s the different Cor=

G 4 ditions, S\
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36 . .‘Diﬂ'ﬂmtﬁpti'vjledpe:,af Members,
ditions , of Vifble and Invifible Churchmems .
bt - T ' 3 e
The members of the Church myfical or Re-
generdte, have the pardon of ill fin, and acce- -
ptance with God, 2nd communion with him -and
with his Church in the {pirit, and are the adopted
children of God, and heirs of everlafting life,
and fhall live in beaven with Chrift for ever. .
The meer 7 ifible Members of the Church, that
are notregenerate by the fpiris as well as facra
mentally by water, have only an outward Commn-
nion with the Saints, and have anly the Bread and
Wine in the Sacrament , and only a name t0 live
When they are dead. ~ And are thefe fuch great
matters that we thould envy them to poor finners

that moft hav: no more ? Have we the Kernel, and

do we envy them the Shell ¥ Have we the Spirits
and dewe envy thenr the flofb , or owrward fignes
alone? Eee
Yea confider further, that it is more for the
fake of the truly faithful, than for their own, that
all Hypocrites have their ftarion and priviledges
inthe Church : God maketh ufe of cheir Gifrs
and Profeffion for hisele& 3 to many great fervie
ces of the Church : And is it not then a foolifh
ingratitude in us; to murmar at their prefence ?.

- Underftand well the conditions and Reafons of
this vifible ftate of memberthip , and how far it
1s below the ftate of the Regenerate , and it will
tarnyour {+parating murmuring into a thankfal,
acknowledgment of the wifdci of God.
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Of wifible partsality abb;[htia,é’c; 57

. DIRECT. VIL

- €8 richt and deep aprehenfions of the Ne-
cefsisy and Reafons of Chriftian Unity and
Concord : and of the fin and mifery of
Divifions and Difcords '

: VVHen we have but flight apprebenfions of &

; ducy we eafily neglect it, ‘and fcarce re=
prove our felves for it, or repent oi our omiffi-
on. And when we have but {light apprehenfions
of the evil of any fin, 2 little temptarion draw-
€thus to it; & we are hardly brought to through-
repentance for it : And there is in many Chri-
ftians, a ftrange inequality and partiality in their
apprehenfions of goed and evil. ~Some duties they
da:g: not omit, and they judge all ungodly who
omitthem : when fome others as great are paft
by, asif they were no part of religion. And fome
fins they fear with very great tendernefs, when
we can fcarce make their confciences take any
notice, of others as greac. :

And ufually they let out all their zeal on one,
fide only, while they over-look the other. The
Papift feemeth fo fenfible of the good of Znitys
and the evil of Divifions, that hethinketh ufurpa-
tion of an Univerfa] Charch-Monarchy, and Ty=-
ranny and hertid bloud-fhed, to be not only
lawful, but neceflary for the prevention and the
cure. But tomake him as fenfible of the wic-
kednefs of thefe unlawful means , and of the good
Of a feriosts fpiritnal Religionfnefsy and of C'brifid?u

Lagve
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58 of vifible parrialisy abous fins.

Zoveand tendernefs and forbearance , here is the
great difficuley. - iy

~ Andon the other fide, many are very fenfible
of the need of {piritndlity and ferioufnefs in Reli=
gion, and of the evil of hypocritical formalicy
and imagery, and of nfurpation of the preroga-
tivesof Chrift, and of theplague of perfecuting
Pride and cruelty, who yee have litcle fenfe at
all, of the good of Unity, and of the mifchiefs
of divifions in the Church. Yea many-are {0
careful to he found ex:& in their obedience £0
God, that they build very much for dwties and
againft fins, upon dark and very fas-fetcht con=
fequences , and npon 1 few obfcure and deubt-
ful paflages in Scripture , when there isno €x-
prefs words, or clear text at all, to bear them
out : And doubtlels the darkef intimations

of the will of God,muft not be difregarded. But °

onthe other fide, we cannot bring them to Jay to
heart , fome duties and fins, which are over and

* over, anhundred times, and thatwith vehemen-

cy, expreft and urged ip the plaineft words.
And becaufe all Chriftians precend to fabmit
to the word of God, I will try whether it be not
thus with yon in the prefent cale, and will ate
many plain expreffions of Scriptare, for Chriftian
Unity and Concord , that you may either beteer
perceive you daty , or plainly fhew your great
partiality. VA%
Zech. 14. 9. In thatday there fhall ke Om.LWl
and bic name One. Erek. 34.23- . And 1 will ﬁt
up Oné Shepherd over them. Ezek. 37.22. 1 ,n'ull
mabe them Qne Nation —and One King jball be King

cychems Al and they [ball be no more twa INaions, nor
' divided
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Scripmﬂs againft 'bt'vi/im. 59

- divided imo two Kingdomes any more.  24.. dnd
David my [er vane (bail be King over them, and they
Joall bave One [hepherd. Jer. 32.39. 1 will give

 thems one heart and one way.  So Ezek. 11.19. Joh.
315 22. That they all maybe One; as thou Father
art inme, and lip thee ; that they alfo may be One
inus, thar the world may lbelieve that thon baft fene
me.  And the glory 'which thou gaveft me 5 1 bave
given them, that they may be one, even aswe are one 3

 Linthem, and Thouin me 5 that they may be made

- perfeitin one, and that the world may know that thow
baft fent me 5 and hafF loved them as hos haft loved
me. Joh. xx. g2, That he [hould gather togerher in

One, the children of God that are fcatrered abroad.

A&. 1. 14. Thefe all continued with ene accord 5 in .

Prayer and fupplication. And chap. 2. x. They were
“all with one accord in one place. A&.4.34,32. They
life up their wsice to God with ene accord, and [aid,
Lordy thow art God— And the mulsitude of them that
believeds mere of one heart,and of one foul, AQ. 5.1 2.
They were all with ene accord in Solomons Porch.

A&, 15.25. It feemed good to ses,being affembied with

ome accord—2 Cor,11.2.1 have ¢pinfed you to one huf-
band — Eph. 4. 3, &c. 1the prifoner of the Lord
befeech you thas ye alk worchy of your vocation where=

with ye are calied wich all lowlinefs and meeknefs5

with long-fuffering forbearing one another in love :
endeavonring 10 keep the mnity of the [pirit in the
bond of peace.. There s One body, and One Spirit,

Even as ye are called in One hope of your calling.

One Lord, One Faith, One Baptifm, One God and
Father of all, who' s above all , and throngh all,
and in you all.—V.12,%3. For the perfefling of ke
Saints, forthe workof the Miniftry, for the edifying
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60 Scriptures for hnity,

- of the body of Ghrift. ~Till we all come in the Unity

of the faith 5 and of the knowledge of the Son of Gody

wnto a perfeit Man: that we benceforth-be no mure

children, toffed to and fro, and carvied abows with
every wind “of doilrine, by the flight of men, and cun-
wing craftinefs whereby they lye in wais to deceive
By fpeaking the truth in love, may grow up into bim
¥nall things who is the Head, C brift : From whom
the whole body firly joyned. togethery and compatied by
tharwhich every joynt Supplyethy according so the ef-
fettudl working in the meafure of every part , maketh
increafe of the body . to the edifying of it [elf in

. dove. :

"X Cor. ¥2. 3, 12, 13, Noman can [ay thar Fe-
fwsis the Lord, byt by tbch oly Gheft _fj: the %a-
Wys One , and bath many Members > and. all the
oembers of thas One body , being many are One
body, foalfoss (brift,  For by ane Spirit, we are all
baptized into One body.—v.22,23. Nay much more
shofe members of the body , which [eem to be move fee-
ble are necffary : And thofe members of the body
swhich we think 10 be lefs honourable 5 #yom thefe. e bee
Fow mare abundant. honsur 5 and owr uncomely parts
bave more abundant comelinefs.  For onr ¢omely parts
have no need 3 but God hath tempered che body togesher,
baving given more abundant honowr 10 thay part thas
lacked : that there [bould be no Schifme in the body,
bus that the members [bould have the [ame care one for
another.  And whether one memsber [uffer, all fuffer
with ity and if one be howonred, all rejoyce — V. 15.
I 1be foot fay, Becaufe I am not the band, I am not
of the body, 1s it therefore not of the body— ( By all
this you may fee, that even the /rmeff, difbsnosred,

weak and wacomely mem* ersy mufk not be denied éo
W g
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and againft Divifions. 5 A8

be ' of the Church or body of Chrift.) -~
1 Cor. 13. 4, 5. Charity [wffereth longy % not

eafily provoked , thinketh no evil — The greaseft 4

charity, v.13, :

1 Cor. 1. vo, Now 1 befeech you breshren, 'Zy the

name of our Lord Jefns Chrifty that ye all fpeak the

Jame thing, and that there be no divifions among you =

but thar ye be perfestly joyned togesber in the [ame
mind and in the [ame judgements V.13, 83. Every
one faith, I am of Panls and I of Apollo —IsChriff
divided ? was Payl crucified for yon? or weve ye bap=
tized into the name of Pasl. Ch. 3. 1§. If anymans
work be burne, be (ball fuffer lofs ; yet \be bimfelf [hall
be faveds yes fo as by firee — Chs 3.3, 4. Ferye
are yet carnal : For whereas there 25 among yon enzy>
ingand frife and divifions, are y¢ ne carnaly and,
walk as men ¥ while one faith, [ am of Pauly &c. -
Rom. 14, 1. Him thas isweak in the faith res
 ceivey bu ot tq ‘doub}fnl difpatasionss V.3« Lernot
biws thar earothy defpife him that eateth not : and les
not him which eateth nos judge bine which eateth = for
God hatb veceived bim : who ars thowshat jadgefanc~
ther mans fervant 3 o bia own Mafter be ffanderh o
falleth.. One map oficemerh ane day above another =
Another eftcemeth svery dayalike, - Ler every man
- Le fully perfwaded in his own mind = He thas regard-
eth a day, regardeth it tothe Lord! v.ve. Butwhy
doft then judge thy brother 2 or why doft thon fer ac
nought thy brother 2 we [bhald all fand before the judge-
ment feat of Chriff.  Let s not therefore judge one
anather any more.83.14. Lknow and am per[waded
ky the Lord Fefus, that there 15 nothing snclean of it
Jelf 5 but to bims that eftcemeth any thing unclean, 40
Qi is de wneléan, vo19. For the Kingdom of God %
nog
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not meat and-drink, but righteonfnefs and peace and
joy im the Holy Gbot : For he thar in thefz things
ferveth Chrift s acceprable 1o God and approved of
men i Let ws therefore follow afier the things that
make for peace, N.23, Haft thoy faith 3 Have iz 10 thy
fe}f befon Gdd‘- Ch. 15, i‘, 2. W thar are ﬂrong
onght 10 bear the infirmities of the weak , and nst to
Pleafeonr [elves.. Let ws every one pleafe bis meigh-
bowr “for hts goods 10 edification, Fur even Chriff
Pleafed not bimfelf —v. 5.6. Now the God of pasi=
ence and confdasien, grant you 10 be Jike minded one
tomards ansthers according to Chrift Fefws: thar ye
gy with ONE MIND ; and ONE MOUTH
glorific God. — wherefore receive ye ane_anoiher y
Chrift veceived 4, tothe gloryof God.. *

Ch. 16, ¥7> \8. Now I befeech yon breshrens
mark them which caufe divifions and offenfes contrary.
20 sheiduélrine which ye have learned and avaid them,
Eor they that are fwoh, [erve mos owr Lard Fefusy ¢
theirown belly 5 and by good words and fair fpeeches
deceive the bearts .of.the;ﬁiy;pl;.», o n S ek :
: A&- 20. 30 ,Alfa j'f 5(1;47 oni [elws_ _/734” mﬂ‘
arife; fpeaking perverfe things, to draw anay Difci=
phesiaftor sbebits v sh3v0 S i 1) i

Joh. 1335+ Byshis fball all men know that ¥t
aremy Difciples, if ye have Jove one to anoshers . .

1 Cor. ¥ 1 17, 18 L bear there are divifions 4=
mong you: Fer theremwft be alfoberefiss among 308y
that they which are approved may be made maniftff. |
- Math..13. 29, 30 Nay, left while ye gacher wp
the. tares, ye root up alfo the whear with them : Let
both grow together till the harveft — g1, The Angels
[pall gather ont of his Kingdom, all things that ifends

o and them which do inignitys ank [ball caft theminto

& furé
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- a furnace of fire— Then fball the righteows [bime
- foreh asthe Sun, in the Kingdom of their Farher.
V.47. The Kingdom of Heaven ts like anet, caff
into the Sea 5 swhich gathered of every kind : “which
when Bt was full, they drew to the Jbore 5 and fare
down._and gathered the good into Peffels s and the
bad they caft aways (ofball iv be ar the end of the

world,

Mach. 22, g, 10, Goints thebigh-mways o and as
many as ye find, bid to the marriage (or as Luk. 14
+ Compel them 1o come in ) fo thofe fervants went wnto
the bigh ways s and gatbered all asmany 4s they'found
s bad and good ) and the wedding was furnifbed with
f’”ﬁ L Andihe King fuw there 'a man that bad nox
on & wedding parment, and faid, Friend, How camft
thow i bitker, &c. " (Mark , thus e will‘con-
dem!?'?‘?%@& hypocrites chemfelves, but blameth
not the Ainifizr: that compelled them, or thar
1EEthet in, ) "GUIN6. v, If wminbe vvertaken in
4 fanlt, 'ye thas are 73%»%«1, veffore fuch a one in'¥he
[pitie of mecknefs= Confidering thy [elf, left-thox lfo
be tempred,  Bedr ye onz amothers burdens > andfo
Wil she: Law of Chiiff,  Let vvéry man prove bis
. R
__Note, that Pusl purified himfelf as havinga
Vow: He circumcifed Timuthy 3 He became 2
}Z ew to the Jews, and all things to all men, that
= might win fome. Tl F ot iy
© Phil. I. 15, 16. Some preach Chrift of envy, &€
as aforecited. S

C Phil. 2.1, 2, 3. #F there B uny confolation in

in Chyift, — fulfill ye wry joy, that ye be like minded,

having 'tb‘cézm'low, being of one accord and of one

mind. . Ler nothing be done through [rife or vain
o LR e
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: glorys bme in lossline(s of mind, les each efteem ocher

betier than themfelves —— 14, Do all things with=
ont mn rurings and difputings — e
 CH.33 35,36. Let as many a are p:rfaf’l be thw
minded : and if in any thing ye be otherwife minded,
God Jball reveal even this nnto yon.  But wheresnto
we have already artained, lei ws walk by the [ame r4lt 3
let us mind the [ame things. : B
. x Thef. 5. X2, 13. We befeech you Licthren, 10
know the‘m thas Labour among you and are over you in
the Lordserc, andbe at peace amang your [elves.
Tit. 3. 10. &A manthas i an beresick 5 4107
the [irﬂ and [econd admonition avoid. lqn'oningv that
heshat is fuch s [ubverced and finneth, being conders=
ned. of bimfelf. - e it
o Jam. 3.152, 13, &c. <My brethren be not mAn)
Maflers 5 knowing thar ye [kall receive the greater
condemnaviony . For in many things we offend all —
awhods awife. man.and endued wi knowledge among
9osy Let him [bew oge.of 4 guod cenverfations, his works

with meeknsfs of wifdim : But if ye bave bitrer envy=
3ng and firife in yoar hearts, glory not, and lic ot

againfl. the. spuh : This wifdom defcendeth not from 4-
bove 3 but 35 eayshly, [enfual 5 devilifb : For where
envying and frife is; there is confufion, and every ¢
wil work, The nifdom from absve, s firft parts ther

-peaceable,gentleseafie tobe entreated full of mercy 4%

good fraits 3 withont partiality pwithons hypocrific = A%8
the fruit of vighteou[nefs @ [own in peace of them 1h4s
make peace. : .
- Mar, 32,2 g;'qcﬁuﬁzicf,ewr‘y‘Kingdcm divided
againft it [elfs i brought to defolation 3 and cvery

-City or honfe divided againfb it [elf, [ball not [Pand,

I have cited fo many Texts againft divifion
ard
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" The necefsityof Hmity, 6;

and for the Unity of the Church and concord of
| Chriftians, as one would think by the very heax:-:-
1ng of them,without expofitions or argumentati=
on, fhould utterly mortifie all inclination to di=
- vifions and hard cenfures, inall true believers ¢

- moft need them , will think it tedious to read.
- themover. And yet T have canfesto fear left
many fuch will feel as little of the fenfe and antho-
* rity of them , “asif there were no fuch words ir
the Scripture , ard none of this had been fet
before them:

Out of all thefe yon may gathgr ; thefe rea-

#f fonsof the neceflicy of Unity, and of the evil

. of {chifm or divifion.

and One Hely Spirit, into whofe name we are
all baptized, * Secondly, It is One Covenant which
J 2llin Baptifm make with this One God, Thirdly,
- 1tis One Spirit by which We are all regenerased,
- and One new Nature which is in all the eruly fan-,
- &ifieds  Fourthly, It is One Gofpel or holy ward
- of God,” which is tous all, the feed of our new
birthy the rule of our faith and lives; and the
- foundation of our hgpe, and muft be our daily me-
- ditation and delight , and the food on which the
g children of Gods family muft all live, Fifchly,
4 1tis One Body of Chrift, whereof we are all mem-
g bers. As Chriftisnotdivided, fo his Body, that
i is his Church; both as Myflical, and as Vifible 4
. is but One 5 however the Members and their Gifis
- and degrees of grace ar¢ many. *Sixthly, It is
. One way of Faith and Holinefs which all muft
" walk in, Seventhly; And it is One.esd and hap~ -
'8 ‘ R pinefy

'yeafo many Texts as [ am perfwaded many that

Fislt, Itis One God, One Heady Ose Savionr, '
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"

¢ pinefs which we all expt}& s, and in One Heave?
that we muft meet and live for ever ("fo many a5
are fincere in the faith which we profefs ) : And
in Heaven we fhall have one Mind and Heart,
and One employment in the Love and praife o
our Creator and Redeemer, and one felicitaning
fruition of his Glory for evermore. Therefore
he that feeth mot the neceflicy of #niry, knoweth
not the Na.ure of the Charch, or Faith 5 or tru€
Religion. .

The Honours and Benefiss of #nity,and the fbame
and mifchiefs of Divifiens, may appear to him,
;hat further confidereththe ipftances which fol-
ow. ; :

Firfty Our Znjon with' the (harch, isa fign
of our proportionsble union with Chrift : And
our feparation from the Church, ‘doth fignifie that
we are feparated from Chrift. = He chat is Uni’
ted but to the 7ifible Charch, isbut wifibly (by B3~
ptifm and Profeffion ) united to Chrift : fuch 3
union isfpoken of .in Fob. y5.%: Every branch in
wie that beareth not frait , be takeh away. He that
isunited to the myffical (harch, cf the Regenc~
rateand fpiritual , is united ro Chrift by f4ith and

_ by the fpirit : For his union to Chrift isat the
fame inftant of rime, with his union with' the
Church : but in order of nature goeth before 1t-
Hethat isdivided from this myfical Church, can-
not poffibly (at thar time) be 2 Member of Chrift
inthe fpiritual fenfe : As the member which 18
3 cut off from the body, is alfo feparated from the
; Head.  And hé that himfelf forfaketh the ¥ ;‘[;ble
: Church as fuch, forfaketh the myffical €bureh ard
Chrifi himiclis * For to focfake the #bls Church
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Of Church llmitj..  - 67

as fuch, isto ceafe to be a Profeffor of Chriftiani~
ty. ~ One may be a Member of the Vifible Chareh,
and not of the fpiritmal 5 but yon cannot be 2
Member of the fpirirual Churc , if you forfake
and refufe the vifible €hutch as fuch. For though
dMan may be regencrare by the Spirit, before he
mazke an open profeffion or be baptized ( and with-
out baptifm in fome few cafes ) yet fo he can-
not be, if he refufe to be a Profyfor: ~ lrs poffible
Indeed to be a member of the Wniverfal Churchs
boch as Myfical, and-as Vifible; as [piritual and
as profeffing ; while we have not opportunity to
| Joynwith any one patticular Churchs or to fé=
parate from fome partieular Church; without [epa<
rating from the Zniverfal : But to feparate from
zl;’c ﬁllnimrﬁzl Church , is to feparate from
riff, ~ b7

__Bue then you muft anderftand , that the Uni-

verfal Vifible Churchis nothing elfe, butall pros
{elfing Chriftians in the world; as vifibly [ubjected to
Chrift as their Head : And that thege is no fach

thing in being, as the Papifts ¢all the Carholick =
Ot Lniverfal Chrch ; that is, the niverfality of
Yians fubjelted 1o one Vicar of Chrift as their
Head; cith,, Conftitutive or Governing. Sucha pre-
tended Head is an Ufurper 2nd no true auchorized
Vicar of Chrift ; And cherefore fuch # Charch as
Juck, isnothing but 2 company of feduced Chri-
Atians, following fuch a traiterons Ufnrper. And
- tofeparate from the Popé,is not to feparate from
* Chrift or from his Church. :
Secondly, Confider alfo, that Znion is not on=
Iy an' Accident of the (hurch , but ig part of its
\&ry effence , without which it can be no (hurch,
H 2 and
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