Of Church llmitj..  - 67

as fuch, isto ceafe to be a Profeffor of Chriftiani~
ty. ~ One may be a Member of the Vifible Chareh,
and not of the fpiritmal 5 but yon cannot be 2
Member of the fpirirual Churc , if you forfake
and refufe the vifible €hutch as fuch. For though
dMan may be regencrare by the Spirit, before he
mazke an open profeffion or be baptized ( and with-
out baptifm in fome few cafes ) yet fo he can-
not be, if he refufe to be a Profyfor: ~ lrs poffible
Indeed to be a member of the Wniverfal Churchs
boch as Myfical, and-as Vifible; as [piritual and
as profeffing ; while we have not opportunity to
| Joynwith any one patticular Churchs or to fé=
parate from fome partieular Church; without [epa<
rating from the Zniverfal : But to feparate from
zl;’c ﬁllnimrﬁzl Church , is to feparate from
riff, ~ b7

__Bue then you muft anderftand , that the Uni-

verfal Vifible Churchis nothing elfe, butall pros
{elfing Chriftians in the world; as vifibly [ubjected to
Chrift as their Head : And that thege is no fach

thing in being, as the Papifts ¢all the Carholick =
Ot Lniverfal Chrch ; that is, the niverfality of
Yians fubjelted 1o one Vicar of Chrift as their
Head; cith,, Conftitutive or Governing. Sucha pre-
tended Head is an Ufurper 2nd no true auchorized
Vicar of Chrift ; And cherefore fuch # Charch as
Juck, isnothing but 2 company of feduced Chri-
Atians, following fuch a traiterons Ufnrper. And
- tofeparate from the Popé,is not to feparate from
* Chrift or from his Church. :
Secondly, Confider alfo, that Znion is not on=
Iy an' Accident of the (hurch , but ig part of its
\&ry effence , without which it can be no (hurch,
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‘and without which we ean be no members of it.
It is no Kingdome, no City , no family,.and fo
no Church, which doth not confift “of #nited
members : As it is nohoufe which confifteth not
of united parts. And he isno Member which is
not wnited to thewhole, It is the great conrfe of
mens boldnefsin dividing ways , that they take
#nion 10 be but fome landable accident, while it
may be had 5 whichyet in fome cafes we may be
without : and think that feparazions are tollerable
faults,even when they are forced to confefs them
faults: But they do not confider that Unity is
neceflary to the being of the (harch , and to the
being of onr own Chriftianity, Read 1 Cor. 12+
Ephef. 4. = :

Thirdly , Remember 2lfo that our Usion
is neceflary to our Commanicn , with . Chrift
and with bzs Church : and toall the bleffings and -
benefits of fuch communien.  Job, 15. 4. Abide
inmey and Linyon : As the branch cannot bear fruit
of it felf, except it abide inthe Vine s no more 10
Jes except ye abide inme ;. for without me 5 3¢ ean do
notking, ~ If 4 man abide nor in me , he # odft
forth as a branch , " and is withered , and men
gather them s and caft them jnto the fire, and
they are burned,  And Col, 2, vg. From the Head

. all the body by joynts and bonds Faving nourifbment

miniftred and knit together 5 increafeth with the
increafe of Ged, The member that is cut eff
from the body,. hath no life or nourifhment
from the head or from the body, butisdead *
He thatis out cfche Church is without the Tea=
ching, theholy worfhip, the, prayers, and the
difcipline of the Church , and is out of ﬂi;
: ! wa




lem't-] # o flremgthy, 6; :

- Way where the fpirit doth come 3 and ou:
- of the Socistgwhich Chrift is fpecially related
.~ to: For heis the Sayiour of his body’s And if
we leave his hofpital, we cannot expect the pre-
Aence and help of the Phyfician: Nor will he be
- 2 Pilot to them who forfake his Ship : Nor
a Captain to them who feparate from hi¢ Ar-
- My : Qut of this Ark, there is nothing but a
' fcl;xge 5 and no place of reft or fafety for a
oul, 2

Fourthly, The #nity of Chriftians is their fe-

- condary ffrength: Their primary firength is (briff
- and che Spiri; of grace which quickeneth them :
| And their [econdary {trength is their Union among
. themfelves: S eparationfrom (hriff depriveth men

of the firff ; and [eparation from one another depri-
veth them of the fecond. An Army is ftronger
thinaman : Anda Kingdow than a fingle perfon :
A flame will burn more ftrongly thana fpark : And
thewaves of the Oczan are more forcible than 2
- fingle drop. A tbreefoltl’(f ord 2 not eafily broken.
- Therefore it isthat weak Commonwealths do
feek to ftrengthen themfelves by confederacies

- Withother States.  The Charch is likened co an

Army with Banners ; both, for thzir Numbers,
their €oncord ; and their Order, Ard therefore
Chrift faith thae 4 Kingdom divided canno fFand.
%nion is the Charchzs flrength: And what go-d
- foever they may pretend, Dividers are certainly
- the weakeners ‘and deftroyers of the Church :
- And a5 thofe means which beft corroborate the
body, and fortifie the fpirits, do beft cuce many
pacticular difeafes, which no m:ans would ¢ r>
Whilfk nacure is dedilitacad : Soar: the Churches

Moy difeafes




99 Satansway of Reformation.

difeafes beft cured, by uniting fortifying remes
dies, whichwill be increafed by a dipiding way
ofReformation : Dividing is wounding , and s
sing is the clofing of the wound, :
> There is no good work but Sasan is a preten-
*der to it, when he purpofeth to deftroy it : He
refifteth Light asan Angel of Light ; and his Mi-
nifters hinder Rightcoafnefs, as pretended Minifters
of Righteon[nefs = And he will be azealous Refor=
7 mer When he would binder Reformation, And this
isthe mark of Satans way of Reformation : He
doth it by b] di'aiding, the Chgrches o Cbriﬂ, and
teaching Chriftians to avoid each other : And tO
thatend he zealeufly aggravateth the fanlts of e~
very party to the reft; that they may have odious
thoughts of one another 3 and Chri%ian Love
: may be turned into averfation : Asin the Plague
| time every one is afraid of the breath and com-
pany of his neighbenr, and they thac were wont
to affemble and converfe with peace and pleafure,
do timeroufly fhun the prefence of each other
becanfe they know that it is an infeious rime, ‘
and they are uncertain who is free : even fo doth &
Satan break the focieties and converfe of Chrifti-
ans, by making them believe that every party
hath fome dangerous infetion, which as they ¥
Tove their fouls, they muft avoid. &
And he defiroyeth your Love to one another, |
by pretending Leve to yosr felves : O how careful
will he be for yourfouls 1 when the Devil wonld
undo you, he will doit as your Savier: And
when gis meaning is to fave yon from Heaven,an
from Chrift, and from his{aving grace, and from
| Usion and Commanion, with b Chicch, &nd
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How Satan killeth Love., 71

—

. from the impartial Love of one another he takes
. on him thac he is {aving you only from fin and
- from Church-corvuptions : Or rather that it is
. (briff and not ke that giveth youcounfel : And
. be cando much inimitating Chrift, inthe manner

of his fuggeffions , to make you belicve that it s

- Chrift indeed. Perhaps his counfel {hall comein

in the midft of a fervent prayer, or prefently aftes

| it, to make you believe that it is an undounbted
- anfwer of your prayers: And oft times his im-
- pulfes are vehement and much affe&ing, to make
- you think that it is fomething above nature ; And
. the pioss pretence will much pexfivade you to ¢hink

that fure this cannever come from an evil fpirit:
But if you had well ftudied 2 Cor. 11.13,14,75.

 Gal.1.3. Lukeg.ss5. 1 Job.g 1,2 2 Thel. 2. 2.

you might be wifer and be faved from this
deceit.” T will not recite the words, becaufe
I would have you turn to them, and ferioufly

And in this dividing work, the Deavil doth a8
make-bates do, who firft goes to one man and tei
him 2 tale what fuch 2 one faid againft him, and
what a2 dangerans perfon heis, and thengo to the
other and fay as much of the figft to him : So the
Devil faith to the Presbyterian, O take heed of
the Indzpendenes 1 ard to the Independents,
Take heed of thefe Presbyterians ; To the Ana-
baptift H® fuggeReth, Avoid thefe Proteftants:
Take heed of them, for they Baptize infants : And
to the Proteftants he faith, Take heed of thefe

_ Auabaptifks,for they are againft baptizing any till

they come to full age: To one he faith, Away
from that Church, or think not thofe perfons go
¢
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72 . The Dewils Reformation,

~ bereligious; for they pray by the book : And to
, the other he faith, Take heed of thofe people, a5
whimfical and proud, and brainfick fanaricks; for
they pray withoat-book by the Spirir. T o onefort
‘ he {aith,Take heed of thofe people, for they wear
' a Surplice, or Kneel at the Sacrament, or an{wer
the Priefls in the Refponfes of the Common-
prayer: To the other he faith, Take heed of
thefe difobedient, ftubborn, felfconceited peoplé
that will fit at the Sacrament , and wil not
{ conform to the orders of the Church. I am not
now minding whofe opinion is right orwrongy
among all thefe partics, orany like them; But
how charitable to your fouls the Devil is, when
‘ » he would deftroy your charity and your fouis 3 and
| ’ how piorfly and kindly he would have yon take
heed when he would lead you to perdition ; and
tow great a Reformer he will be , f he may but
doit by Dividing. ;
- Itmay be the young unexperienced Schifmatick
(of what feck foever) will diftaft chefe words, and
think I {p2ak like an adverfary to Reform:tion:
And fo the Devil wonld make h m think, of all
other Chriftians as well as of me,except his party-
Bat if one thould give fuch counfel for the pre-
fervation of hig own health and bodily comfert, as
the Dividing {pirit giveth him for the Church and
for his foul, he would quickly underftand it,-ac-
cording to my prefent fenfe. ~ 1f one fhuld come
s ; in kindnefs ¢> bim and bid him, [ O take heed of
that mouth and belly ; for it getteth nothing, but
devoureth all that the hands do get by labour :
Cut off that hand, for it hath a crooked finger : %
Cut oft chat goaty foot thac it may not “O?bgc x
s it .~ .the
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Of Unity and Divifions, = 73

- the wholebody: Rip np thofegurs which haye

fuch filthy excrements , he would not fivell a-
gainft me if T advifed him to fufpeét fuch
kindnefs.

Fiftily, Remember alfo, that the Znity of
~ Chriftians js thejr resce and eafe, aswell as their
- Jtrength and fafery, Pfal.133. 1. Behold how good

and how pleajant it 5, for brethven to dwell together
inunity ! Asthe amity and convetfe with friends
15 pleafant, and the concord of families is their
quietnefs and eafe 3 fo is itas to the amity and
- foncord which is the bond of Church {ociety,

And the divifions and difcord of Chriftians, is their

mutual pain and trouble, Do you not fzel your
minds diftyrled by it : Do you not fee the Church
difcompofed by 1t? The itch of contention, doth
ordinarily make it pleafant for che time, to every
Se to {cratch by zealous wranglings and dif] putes,
for their feveral ‘opinions, till the blood be ready
to follow : But the fmart and fcab doth ufe to.
convince them of cheir folly. But if they
* Will go more thin Skin-deep, they may need 2
Surgeon.  Children will claw themfelves 3 bur it
18 Madmen thae will wound themfelves, The
. hure which we get in the Chriftisn warfare, by
- mortifying the flefh , or by the perfecution of
- the malignant enemy js tenderly healed by the
- hand of Chrift, and ufually furthereth our in-

ward peace. But if we will hurt and wound

and divide our felves, what pity or comfort can
we expe&t. . TR

Sixthly, Confider alfo that the Znity and Con-

- ¢ord of Believersis their Honcur, and their Djyjf-

ons and difecrd are their fhame-: And conlequently

the
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74 - The happinefs of Unisy, and

B

the honour or difhoneur of Chrift and the Gof-
pel, and Religion is much concerned init, A-
greement among Chriftians telleth che world,
‘thag they have a cercainty of the faith which they
profefs, and that it is powerful and not ineffeétuals
and that it is of 2 healing nature, and tendeth to
the felicity of the world.  Buc Divifions and dif=
cords among Chriftians perfwade unbelievers,
that there is no eersainty in their belief : or thatiit
is of 2 vexatious and deftruive tendency ; or 2
beft thav all its power is too weak, to overcome
the malignity which it pretendeth to refifts
where did you ever fee Chriftians live in andivie
ded anity, undifturbedipeace, and nnfeigned Love, but
the very infidels and ungodly round about them,
did reverence both them and their religion for it-
And where did you ever fee Chriftians divided,
unpeaceable and bitter againfk each other, but 1t
made them and their profeflion a {corn to the un=
believing and ungodly world? and whilft they de-
fpife and vilifie one arocher,they teach the wicke
to defpife and vilific themall :
Seventhly, I may therefore add» that the Z-
nity of Believers, isone of Gods appomted means
for the converfion and falvation of unbelicvers: AD

- theit Divifions and difcord are an ordinary means

of hardening men in infidelity a \wickednefs,
and hindering their love and obedience to the
truth.  Asa well ordered Army, or 2 City of
upiform com:ly building, is a’ plealing and
inviting fight to the beholders ; when 2 confufe

rout, ora ruinous heap, doth breed abhorrence :
evan o the very fight of the concordant focieties

of Chriftians, i§ amiable and allating to_taofe
: without
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Mifchiefs of difcord. S
Without 5 when their difagreements and fepara-
tions make them feem cdious and vile. Asa mu-

the hearer by the pleafing harmony ; when one
or more inftruments ont of tune,or nfed by a rude
unskilfal hand, will weary out the patience of the
- hearer 5 fois it in this'cafe ; and the difference
is much greater, between concordant and dif-
concerdant Chriftians. Who loveth to chruft

- With drunken men that are fighting in the ftreets?
- Peace and Concord are amisble even tonarure 3
. And you can fcarce take amore effeGtual means,
to win the world to the Love of Holinefs, than by
thewing them that Holinefs doth make you sn-

I Pet. 1. 22, Nor can you devife how to drive
men more effe@ually from Chrift, and to damn
their fouls, thanto reprefent Chriffians to them
like 2 company of mad men, that are tearing out
the throats of ‘one another? How can yon think
that the unbelievers and ungodly fhonld think
well of them, that all {peak {0 111 of one another ?
When the Lutheran fiyeth from the Calvinift,and

from the Anabaptift, and the Presbyterisn from
the Independent, and all the other fide implaca-
bly fly from them, Can you wonder if the Infidel
and che Idolater fly further from youall » Mark
well the words of Chrift in his prayer, Foh. 17.
20,21, 22,23, For them which /gmll belicve on me

ther argin mey and lin thee, thas they alfo may be one
: : in
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ficalinfirument in tune, or a fet of mufick,delight

- himfeifinto a fray » Andwhat wife man had not

| Tather partake of the friendly converfe, than joyn

feigned and fervent in the Love of one another..

the Epifcopal from the Puritan,and the Proteftant

by their wordy that they all may be ove, as thoy Fa-
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76 The mifchiefs of Divifion,
in ms 3 that the world may believe that thoy haft fent
me : And the glory which thou gaveft me, 1 vave gi-

" wenthem, that they may be one, even aswe are one :
" inthemy and thouin me, thas they may be made perff&

in oney and that the world may bnow that thow haft [en?
ity and haft loved them as thon hoft loved me. -

All thefe obfervations are obvious in thefe
words. 1. That th: unity of Chriftians muft be
sniverfal, evenof all that believe che Gofpel of
Chrift.” 2. Thatthis Union fhould have fome low
relemblance to the Linion of the Father and the
Son. 3. That itis Chrifis great defire and inter-
ceffion for his Followers, that they may be one.
4- Thac their glory is for their Unity. 5. That
their Unity igtheir perfe&tion, 6, That the Fa-
ther and Son are the Head or Center of the U-
nity. 7. That chis Unity is the great means of

* converting the world to the Chriftian faith, and

convincing Infidels of the truth of Chrift, asfent
by.God. Open but your eyes and yoa may fee
all thefe great doctrines in this Prayer of Chrifts
for his peoples Unity: O thac all the Chriftian’
Churches would try this means for the worldsCon-=
verlion } (Not on the impoffible terms of Poperys
but on the necefliry terms propofed by Chrift. )

8. Euxternal Unjty and peaceable Church-com-
munion doth greatly cherith our Znzernal unity of
Love: And Church-divitions co cherifh wrath
and malice and all the works of the flefh defcri=
bed by Pasl, Gal. 5.21,22, 23. 1 pray you con-
{ider kow hedefcribeth the flefhly and the fpari-
wal man: v, 14, 5. Forallthe Law % fm’ﬁl!ed

inone word, evenin this, Thow [balt love thy weigh-

byar asehy [elf.  But if ye bite and devonr one anv(b.f;,
take




The benefits of Unity, 57
. take heed that ye be not confumied one of another. 1fay
- then, walk inthe [piricy and ye [hall not {ulfil the Infts
of the fleflb. Fur the flalb lufterh apainft the Jpirit,&e.
. Now the works of the flefly are manifefly adultery =
| Enmties or batred | v viance , emularions ; wrash =
frrife, fedivions, (or as it maybe read Divifions or
- faitions ) /J:reﬁu, envyings, murders, &c, Butthe

frait of the fpirie is Love, joy, peace , leng-[iffering,
- gentlenfs, goodnefs, faith, mecknefs, temperance :
 Againft [uch there is no law.  And they that are
- Chrifts have srucified the flefb, with the «ffelions ind
nfts. I we live in the fpirity let us alfo walk in the

king one anotber, envying one another,

Q5. Oby thofe that I feparate from are guiltyof
 this and that and the other fanl:.

taken in a bfm/t,’ ye which are fpiritnal reftore fuch #
one, inthe fpiric of meeknefs s confidering thy [elf
Ieft thou alfs be tempted : Inftead of cenforions Yifa
- dain and feparatiory, bear sz ine amothers burthken,
¢ andfofalfil the Law of Chrff : which yoa think
gt you fulfil by yourunwarrantable feparations,while
il8, YOu are but fulfilling your flefhly paffions,
L8 VYhem once parties are engaged by their opini-
gl ©0s 1n Anti-churches and fierce difputings, thz
 flefh and fatan will-be working inthem againt
% allthatis boly, [weer and fafe. When vnited Chri-

g2 800d works, and minding each cther of their
8 beavenly cohabieation ;' and h:rmonieus prafe

 and aredelighting Ged and man by the melody
@ of their concord ; The contentious zealots int
I8 their feparate Anti-chugches, 2: e preaching dowst

Love

pirit, - Let s not be defiross of vain-glory, provo- :

eAnfs. Chap 6. 1. Bretkren, if a man Le over- ‘

4 ftians are proveking one another to Love and to
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28 Fam. 3. 135 &c. paraphrafed.

Love and preaching up hatred, and making thofe
that differ from them feem an odions people not
1o be communicated with , by dggravating their
different opinions or mades of worthip, tsll they
feem to be no lefs than Herefie or Idolatry, If
many thoufands yet living in England or Irclands
had not heard this with their ears, yec Fames may
be believed, Chap. 3. 1, &c. My Brethren, bewtt
many Tmcbz’ng-Maﬂ‘:r: ( for that is the Word)
knowing that we [ball receive the greater condemnati=
on:  For in many things we ffend all ( which be ad-
deth becaufe the arrogancy of Setaries was caufe
by the aggravating of other mens offences. ) If 41y
man (ﬂ:md not in word ; the fame 45 a pﬂ'fﬂfl man
( thatis, Ifyouwill thew that yoii are perfedter
& better your felves than thofe whom you acconnt
fobad 4 fee that your foul back=biting, reviling
cenforious contentious tongues; donot prove the
contrary)13.who % a wife man and enducd with know*
ledga among you 5 Let bim [bew ont of 2 good converfé-
tion 5 his works with meeknefs of wifedome : (that isy
Let him that wonld be thought more knowing
and religious than his neighbours , be fomuch
more blamelefs and meek to all men; and excel
them in good works) v. 14 .But if ye have abit1?
xeal: (for foisthe Greek word) and firife inyo"
hearts, glory nots ( infuch a zeal, or inyour grea~
ter knowledge ) and lie not againft tne truth. 15¢
T bis wifdome defcendeth not froms above (as you ima= -
gine who father it on Gods word and fpifit ) b

2 earthly, fenfual (or natural) and devillifh: (O
dole ful miftake , that the worid, the flsfb, and the
Devil, thould prove th: caufe of that conceite

fpiritual knowledge and excellency , which they
thought

R =




Reform witheus dividing, 79

. thought had becn the infpiration of the fpiric)
. V. 16, For where zeal and firifess (that is,aﬁ‘ri-
- wing contentious zeal againft brethren) there 4
confufion (Or tumult and unguicinefs ) and cvery
- evil work,O lamentable reformers,chat fet up cve=
- 7y evil work, while they feemed zealous againft
evil ! ) v.37. Bus the wifdome thar isfrom abeve, is
 Jinft pure, then peaccabie, gentle, and eafie tobe intrea-
- ted s full of mercy. and good fraits 5 withous partiali=
¢y (or wrangling ) and witheur Eypocriffe. And
the frait of rightcomfnefs #s fomn inpeace, of them that
make peace : when peace-breakers that fow in di-
vifions and contention, fhall reap the fruit of un-
- Tighteoufnefs, though they call their way by the
moft religions names. s

Thus T have briefly thewed you what Vignity
and* Divifion are, that wrong apprehenfions draw
younottofin, = ;

DIRECT. VIIIL.

{ When any thing needeth amendmens in the

- Church, remember that the beff Christian,

 7uft be the forwardeft to reformarion , and
ihe baclmmrde/l t0 Divifien > and muf
fearch and 2ry all means of Reforming,

 which make not againft the concord of vhe
Church. ;

[ Do not here determine in what cafes yon may

. & ormay not feparate, from any company ‘of

. fauley Chriftians. T only fay that you muft never

feparate what God hath conjoyned ; the Holim{;
' ; an
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s  Reform withont drviding.

ol

and thie Unicy of believers : If corruptions ble®
mifh and dithonour the Congregation; Do not
fay [ Letfinalone 5 T muft not oppofe it for fear
of divifion] But be the forwardeft toreduce all to
the will of God: ~ And yet if you carnot prevail
as yon defire, be the backwardeft to divide and fe-
parace; and do it not without a cerrain warrant,
and extream neceffity. © Refolve with Axffin , I
) =will not be the chaff, and yet T will not go out of
¢ the floor , thongh the chaff be there. Never
| o give over your juft defire and endeavonr of Re=-

| formation: And yet as long 2s poffibly you cana~
| void it,forfake not the Church which you defire

' toreform.  As Paul {aid to them that were rea-

| dy toforfake a fea-wrackt veflel , Ifthefe abide not

| in th®hip, yecannot be faved : Many 2 ome byun-
' lawful flying and fhifcing fof his own greater
; peace and fafety, doth much more hazard his own
E and others. =

i
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DIRECT. IX.

'& Forges mot the great. difference between cafi-

{ ing out the wicked and impenitent fromthe

: Church by difcipline; and the godlies fepa-

’ | rating from the Church it [elf, becaufe the
wick:d are not caft ont, The firft s agreat

§ duty : The [econd is ordinarilya great fins

f

He qeftion is naot, Whether the impenitens
~ fhould be puc away from Church-Communt™

t on? Thatsnot denied. But whether you ﬂlfz;}a‘
5 ¢




‘ Difcipline a Daty. 81
feparate from the Church becaufe they are per

~ Mucted : This is it which we call you to beware 2
Not but that in fome cafes, 2 Chriftian may law-

. fully remove from one Church to another, thae -

- hath more light and purity, for the edification

- of his foul. But before you feparate from a faulty
Church, as fuch,as may not lanfully be communicased

 with, you muftJook well aboutyou, and be able
topraove that thing which you affirm,

Many weak Chriftians marking thofe Texts
which bid us avoid 4 man that s an Hererick , and
to have wo company with diforderly walkers, and
not to eac with flagitious perfons, do not fuffici-
ently mark their fenfe , but take them asif chey

<all’d us to feparate from she Charch with which

- thefe perfons do communicate, Whereas if you

®Mark all the Texts in the Gofpel > you fhall find, =

# that all the feparacion which is commanded in

# fuch cafes ( befides our feparation from the Infi=

‘delsor Idolatrous world , or Antichriftian and

Heretical confederacies, and no-Churches ) is

but one of thefe two forts.  FirfR, either chat the

| Charch caft out the impenitent finner by the pow- *

| erof the Keyes, Secondly, or that privare mena<

f void all privace familiarity with them.  And both

thefe we wonld promote , and no way hinder.

Thirdly, but that the privae members fhovld fe+

parate from the Church, becanfe fuch perfons are’

not caft out of it, fhew me one Text to prove it

if you can. . B
Letus here perufe the Texts that fpeak of our

~ Withdrawing from  the wicked. 1 Cor. 5. Is ex-

o prefly writtento the whole Church, as obliged

W PP anay the ineiftwins perfun from aming f’””’z
N - : T ARG
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and [0 nos 10 cas with. fuch offenderay S0 1 that 10
2 Thef. 3. andthatin Tit. 3.10. oA man thas ¥
an Heresick. after the firft and fecond admonision A
wid : Unlefsit be a Heretick thac hath already
* feparated himfelf from our communion 5
ehenit can be but privace familiarity which W&
g ~ are further toavoid. . Inbricf, there isne ottef
g place of Seripture, that I know of, which com=
| mandethany more. 1 have before fhewed that
abundance of Church corruptions , or of fcands-
lous members, were then among them , and yét
the Apoftle -never fpake a2 fyllable to any one
=Chriftian, to feparate from any one of all thofe
Churches : Which we cannot imagine that the
Holy Ghoft would have wholly omitted , if 18-
deed it had been the will of God. _
Obj. But then why did Luther and the firfp Pré-
#eftants, [eparare from the Charch of Rome ; and ho#t
will you juffifie thews from Schifme ?
Anf. Tts pity thac floth and fortifhnefs, fhoald
keep any Proteftant (or Papift either ) in fuC
| ignorance, as to need any help o, anfwer fo €3¢
2 queftionac this day !, Let not equivocal names
deceive us, and the cafe is eafie. . By the wor
Church the Scripture ftill meaneth 5. firft, eitber
the “nijverfal Chyrch which is the body or King-
dome of Chrift alone = Secondly, or particular
Congregations aflociated for perfonal communion
in Gods worfhip :- But the Pope hath feigned 2-
nother kind of thing s and called it The Church =
That is, 7he Univerfality of Chriffians as headed by
himfelf, “w the corflitntive and_ governing hease
Wheress , firft 5 God pever inftitated or al-

lowed fuch 2 Churchy Secondly, nor didever the
tiniver=

-\
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Of onr [egamtzﬁm from Roine. 23

furping Head. Shew mein Scripture, or in=
Church-Hiftory ; ‘that either there ever was de
fatto, orovght'to bedr jure, fuch a thing in the
world 4s they call the Church, and I profefs I will
aimmediately eurn Papift: But if you ask why
we feparated from che Papal Church ? I anfwer,
Becaufe, firk, it was no Charch of Chriff (as fuchj
And'fecondly, Itwas a Church of traiteroms combi-
*mﬁon,-againﬁ the prerogative of Chrift, aqjd
therefore by the Proteftants called the Anti-
chriftian Church. We {eparated not from Rome
either as the Znivesfal Chyrch ( for that it was
| 0Ot ) 1ot a8 part of the Univerfal Church ; ( for
fo we hold communion with thofe that are Chri-
ftians -inie fill ) Nor as a true worfhipping
Congregation (for they confift of miany thonfand
| congregations which' we had never local com-
. munion with : And as true worfhipping congre-
gations in fpecie, we ftill hold communion with
@ them in mird, {o far as they are fuch indeed :
But in two fenfes we feparate from themm :
irﬁ-; as a Papa[ Ca:])olick Chyrch 3 beca’ufq
in, that fenfethey are no Church of (hrift 5 but
a pack of rebels: Secondly, ag parricular (in=
ﬁegniom in [pecie which have mixed Gods wor- -
ip with falfe do&rine and Idolatrous bread-
worthip and other unlawful things , Which by
oaths and pradife they would force thofe to be.
guilty of, who will communicate with thcmf '
And thus we difown them only as meighbonr Chur= ¢
ches; that never were their lawful fubjeéts ; but
¢ bear our téﬁimdny againft sheir fins. And our
., forefathets who were members of their Chtirches;
BT e Ta depasts

Univerfality of Chrifians, acknowledge this u- -

PN



84 Regalar exclufion, bow,

+ deparred to fave thémfc_lvg from their iniquitys £
becanfe they were refufed by themfelvess un~ -

lefstbey would lie, & for{wesr & be idolaters;an
comm.uiiicate with them in their fin. Nor waul
they then, nor will they to this day admit any i~
to communion of theit particalar Churcness 35
fuch, who will not £irft comie inte their preten~
ded Univerfal Church, which is no Church, and

worfe than nope. If this anfwer. feem not plain y

and full.to you ,, it is becaufe you underftand ot
- Chriftian fcnfc’a’nd reafon,. ., g

 DIRECTX.

Expect #ot that any one lawfully received by
Baptifm into the Chriftian Church , [ioné
be caff ous of 11, or denied the priviledge of

members , but according to the rules O

- Chiiflian difcipline | by the powtr of the

Keyess thas w5 for ebfiinate impenite#cy |

inagrofser [candalows fin, whichthe per-
fen # proved 12 br guilry of : andthis aftt”
privatc ana pablick admenition, and ter-
der parient exhoriation to Repentances

Ere are two things.whieh I defire you to 0b-

ferve, Firft, what is Chrifts appointcd

way, for removing members from the Commu~

nion of theChorch, Secondly, how greata fin

» it is to remove them by acentrary and arbitrar¥
way of our own prefumptuous invention. -

Firfh
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Church-Fuftice wseceffary,) 85
Firft, Je.s here fuppofed that the perfon isnot
aprofefled poftate » For there needeth nocifting
on of fuch. He that turnech Turk ot Héasheny or
openly renotincech Chriftianity , -or ceifeth the
rofelfionof it , doth go'out-of the Chureh him-
delf, and needeth not to be caffout. - Unlefs ic
2¢any Tyrant who will comeito the! Communion
520 fcorn, while he profeffeth but to fhew: his Taw-
@i dels will,  Hetha feeketh ¢he- Commanionofithe
P €horch in fobriety, thereby: profefieth- himfelf a
‘Chriftian: - and for fuchas: being Biptized con-
0 tinue this profeffion s Chrifts way of> rejeting
them is plainly defcribed in the Gofpel: 24418,
A 15,16, If thy brother! fboalk: trefpafs apaidff theey go
 and tel] hing b fadltbetween thee and bim alome, If
e flaail hear the; > thowhaft pained thy “br obber s Bus
3f be will not heuy thee, then'iake with thee ‘oné or two
ymore 5 thatin the moyrh of two o three witne(les every.
word may be feablifbed s And if e fhalliniglist to
bear rbem, tell it zo the Chureh : Buc'if heepledd to
thi bear ;e Church, let bim be.ss thee as a Heidthen miing
'e ﬂrd.Rﬂbec‘".' N g9 i gt oA
B Tit.3.10, A man that 1 an Her‘e;z’c‘k'aft‘{r’ the
i firf? “nd jecond admonizion rajedbo i caiinis ="’~‘~"-;
= Cot. 5« Ye are ‘.Pxﬂ;d'iﬂp and bm ‘ot vather
mourneds that be thar by dome this desd 5 night be
Eaken away from among yo4 : For 1 verily as abfent
in'body, but prefentin firit | bave jadged aiveady et
\thowgh 1 wer, prefent s concerning hims, whie Bith fa
one this deed 3 in the same of our Lord fffwféfl"iﬂ >
when ye are gathered together and my [;um 3¢ zvifiy,by
wer of our Lord Jefus Chrift to ddw."[”‘é‘? okt
atan, — VI, 7. Parge ont therefore the o[#kl raven o
TN X2583. With [wecl 4 oneno nok: 10 ¢4t ~— Do
Nnom i3 o8
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: m; .ja_'jdg‘?ftﬁem that are within 2 — Therefort po | ‘-.‘”

@way from amingyour felvesthat wicked perfon.

“ " Byall thisit i§ plain that the Church mufte¥ | -

ercife aregular courfe of juftice, with-every per”
fon that it fhall rejec : He muft firft be told pr-
vatelyof his faule, and then before twoor threc3
(unlefs, at leak, the open notoriety mak‘th 4
rivateadmonition needlefs ) And thenit ™%
etold the Church : And the Church muft Wi
compaffion, tendernefs and patience, and yet ™!
the authority of the Liord Jefus and the powerth

evidence of truth , convince him and perfwade | -

himtorepent : And he muft not be rejected aill.
after all this, he obftiriately refufe to hear ! .
‘Church, that is, to Repent, as they exnort hlm&
Note here, that no -ﬁgnewﬂl‘ warrant you o<
out the finner, unlefs itbe feconded with Imp”

pitency ;- It is not fimply asa drunkard, or3 for- |

micator or fwearer,thatany one is to be rejecte” |
ut as an impensient drunkard, or fornieattr 0
fwearery e, | W,
Alfo that it is not all impenitency that will ware
. rane their rejeGion : But only impenitency o
the Churches admonition, - . : &
. Notealfo, ‘that no private perfon may Xt
that any offender be caft our, either becauf® l15
fin is known to bim, or becaufe he is commong
famed to be guilty, till the thing be proved by ke
ficient witnefs, : S b
" Yea chdt the admonition givenhim muft f
proved ». as well as the faulc which he com
micted. 5

" Yeaif all the town do know him ¢o beguiltyy |-

and witnefs prove that he hath been privately 27
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Objections }sgim_{t ;,hursh-?»ftice.u ; 5;

monithed , he -may not be rejected till he be
heard fpeak for himfclf , andrill he refufe alfo the
publike admenition. :

This is Chrifts order, whofe wifdom, and mercy
and authority are fuch, as may well canfe usto take
hisway as beft, And yet the ignorance of rath-
nefs of many profeflors isfuch, that they woald
have all this order of Chri@t overturned : And
fome of them muft have fuch a drunkard and fuch
2 {wearer kept away and reje&ed, befere ever
they admonifhed them or exhorted them toRe-
pentance; or prove that any one elfe hath done it
much more before they have told the Church, or
Proved that he hath negle@ed the Churchesad-
monition. Andfome go fo much further, that _
they muft have all the Churches taken for no =
Churches till they have gathered them anew 3
and muft have all the Parifh at once rejeéted (till
they have gathered out fome few again) withont
any fuch order of proceeding with them , as
Chrift appointeth: It may be a thoufand {hall
be caft out at once, when never aone of them
was thus admonifhed.

Obj. Theymere never members-of a trwe Church
and therefore need no cafting ont,

Anf.Were they never baptized? or isnot bap=
tifme Chrifts appointed means of admiffion into
bis Church.

Qbj. Theywere baptized in theiv Infancy,and f<
Serward bred np in ipnorance and profanenc(s, & know

B0t what their baptifme 4, nor ever Joberlyowned it,

eAnfw. Either they ftill profefs themfelves ,
Chrifians, and attend Gyds ordininces with
the Chuech or not : Ifnot, then they are Apo-

14 ftatss ;




: 88  0bjeitions againft Church-Fuftsce.
flates : 1f chey do, then tiey doown their Bapul-
mal Covenant bya conginued profeffion: 1f you
accuie them of not underftanding this profeffion, ot .
of living contrary to 1ty youmuft proceed again
them one by one as Chrift appointeth ; and firft
admonith them, and then tell tne Church; and
not {ay shey are ignorantand profane, and expeét
f upon your faying {oy they fhould all be unchnrcb-
| ed. Yewif you prove them iguorant, if they be
: willing to Jearn, it is ficter prefently to inftruét
I* them than to excommunicate them : por do yot
| » teade of any excommunicated for -meer 1300
‘ tance.  But we confefs thatin grofs ignarances
they may fhew themfelves uncapable of facra-
| ~mental Communion, and may be denied it whil
g they are learning to know what theydo, But
; the mercy of God hath made points abfelutely
; neceflary fo few, that this may-be done in 3
fhort time, if the Perfons be willing , and th¢
Teachers diligent, and fufficiently numerous for
that work, And chough it is to be lamenteds
that in many great City-Parifhes, the Minfters
are not enough to catechize the twentieth part of
the people, yet for the gemerality of Parifhes
thrangh the Land, if Catechizing were ufed 25 it
* mightbe, there would not any great numbers be
Jong kept away for meer ignorance. And he
that is the caufe of his Parifhes ignorance bY
negle@ing Catechizing and - perfonal confer-
ence,& then unchurchechthem,tor the ignorance’
whico he is gilty ofy doth take buta prepofte-
rous courfe, for hisown account and comfort;0%
for the peoples good. :

O5;oBat they rejufe 1q learn or beinfiraited. ot
4" R
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The fin of diferderly wnchurching men. 89

AnfIf that and their grofs ignorance be proved
together, asyou may delay them for the later, fo
you may rejeck them for the former 3 becaufe
it fheweth their impenitence : But this muft be
proved of them, and not affirmed without proof.

Obj, Bur their Baptifme made shems members ,
anly of the Univer[al Church, and not of any par- 1
ticular Church: And therefore will not prove them [uch.

. Anfw, True; Buc be that is amember of the «
Univer{al Church, s fit o be received into 2
Particutar Church ; And there wanteth no more
but mutual confent : And if he have ftatedly joy-
ned with & particular Cburch i ordinary com-,
munion, Confent hath bin manifefted, and he isa
member of that particular. Church, and muft not.
bereje@ed by it, butin Chrifts way. And this
18 the commen cafe. in England. . The perfons
who were baptized in Infancy, were at once re-
ceived into the Univer(al Church, and into fome
parcticalar Church, & have held communion at age
with both ; and have right to that communion till -
they are publikely proved to have loft their right.
_And if we had no Cburches, but particolac
Churches were to be gathered anew, yer he that ,
1s 2 baptized member of the Univerfal Church,
and confenteth to communion with chat particu-
lar Church in all the ordinances of Chrifts ag-
pointment, doth lay a fufficient claim to his ad-

f . miflion, and cannot lawfully be refufed, unlefs
# | be Rand juftly cenfured bya Church which for-
# | merly hewasin. Yet this we confefs, that he
- | canbe no member of that particular Church,.
{  who fubje@eth not himfelf tothe parzicalar Poftors.
4 ofity and to the meceffary ails or parts of ouir .
: 8 S 2% Office

)
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Office ‘and Mumuftration : Becaufe he denieth his
own confent.

11. The finfulnefs of uncharching Perfons
ot Parithes, without Chrifts way of regular pro-

- eefs; confifteth in all thefle following parts. 1. It

is a cafting off the Laws of the great Law:giver
of the Church, andfo 2 contempt of his autho-

- tity, wifdome and goodnels ; and a making of our

felves greater, OF wifer, or holier than he. -2. It iS
grofs injaftice, to d2prive msn of fo great Privie
ledges without ‘any {ufficient proef of their for=
fex_:ure ! Teis worfe than to turn whole Parifhes
out of their Hotfes and Poff=ffions, without any
faEal procels o 'proof ; upon ramours or pri-
vate afirmations that they are Delinquents. It
1s not doing 4s we would be done by , what if afy
fhould fay of you, that you are Heretical and de-
ny Fandamental Truths ? O what if they fhould
fay of 2 feparated Charch, that they are generally
Hereticks or of wicked Tives (" as the Heathens
did of the ancient Chriftians) and therefore that
they are wo Church, nor to be communicated with ;
would you not think that they fhould every one
perfonally be dcculed, and proof brought againf

them, and that they (hould fpeak for themfelves,
before they were thus condemned? 3. Andit is
an aggravated Crime in them, that fo much cry
down Charch-tyranny in others, to be thus notori-
oufly guiley of ‘it themfelves? what greater in-
juftice and tyranny can there be, than that all
mens Chriftianity and Church-rights, fhall bé
judged Null, upon the cenfures and rumonrs of

fulpitions men, without any juft proof or tawful.

tryal? Thaticfhall be inche power of every 0%"’

wio .

it i e . et




The aggravations of 51, | ot

who hath buc uncharitablenefs enough to think
evil of his neighbours; or to believe reports 1-
gainft their innocency to caft them out of the Fao
mily of God , and to unchriften and unchurch
men arbitrarily at their pleafure ? That any man
that is but-unconfcionable enough to fay They
ate all ipnoyant and prophsne | thall exped rohave
his neighbours excommanicated. 4. It maketh
all Churches to be lubricous and uncertain fha-
dows: when a cenforious perfon may unchurch
themat his pleafure.  What you fay of others,
another may fay of you ; and as juftly exped to
be believed,. g, It unavoidably bringethin.un-
curable divifions : For there isno certain rule of
- juftice with fuch perfons : and therefore they
know riot who are to be received to their Com-
munion, and whonot : And the fame man that one
thinketh is to be rejeded and kept out, another
will think is to be received: And who knoweth
which of them is to be obeyed. If one fay that 2
Parifh isa Church, andanother fay that t ey4
to be unchurched, who knoweth which of them to
believe, 6. Irisa reproach to the Clinrch and
Chriftian religion, when we tell the world thag,
that we have not fo much juffice and equity among
us, ag Heathens have in their worldly focieties.
7. Itdepriveth the Church of the folace of her
Communion, when the beft man is not {ure, but 2
cenforious perfon may at his pleafure turn him
outasunworthy. 8. It greatly wrongeth Jefus
Chrift, who fo dearly loveth the weakeft of his
flock 5 and hath purchafed their priviledges at fo
deararate: and whofe body is maymeﬁ, when
any of his members are cut off : and who tak:gh
i 1 e
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'y Of the Paftoral power of she Kcjes.

ghe wrong that is done them as done unto himfelf.

Thefe are the great virtues of that cenforious zezl,
which unchacches Perfons or Parifhes without
juft tryal and proof, upon rumours of fame, or
cheirown fnrmifes, /

) b B4
P b S
- » 8 i

~DIRECT, XI

Knderfrand well what is the power of the Keys,
" and what the Pafloral offae 5, as they are
she Governowrs  of the Church entrafted by
Chrif with the pmes of ;za‘miﬂiqn arnd re-

Jeddion s that [o you meay kiow Low [ar yow

are 10 reft in the judzemens of the Pafiorss
and may. Bot attemps 10 sake any pars of
thesr office to your [ebves.

;TH‘c power of the Keyes, is the power of t4k=
! ing into the (Church, and of Governing it; an
of caftingout : Both in refoedt to préfens Oracr,
afid in refpe& to furire happinefs, by a M1 ifte-
rial declaration of the f{enfe of the Gofpel, con-

~ cerning the tate of {uch as they.

"The power of Bapizing, is the power of the
Keyes for receprion into the Church. The private
memBers hive not the power of baprizing 5 not
were the Paftors ever appointed ro do it, by their
advife," confent or vote.  ‘Therefore the privats
members have not the power of the Keyes for ad-
miffion, ~And it is moft apparent in the Gofpel,

chat ths Keyes for admiffion and for exclafion are
oven
o

_M”“/ 4
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given into the fame hands, and not one to the

Minifters and another to rhe Flock : Therefore
;he People that have not the firft, have not the
fter i e o ~

For full proef of this obferve the meaning of
thele Texts, Yf1.22.22. Andthe Key of the boufe
of David »ijl I Iay wpom his [boulder ; [0 be [ball open
and none (ball fbut : "and be Jball fbut and none [ball
pen. 2.9, 6. The Government fball be upon hes
Joonlder. Mar,15. 19. I'mill give thee the Keyes of the
Kingdome of Heaven 5 and w atfoever thon fhalt bind
onearch [ball ke bound in beaven, &:c. Mat 18, (8.
Verily Ifay unto youy whasfocver yebind on earth (ball
be bouna, 8c.- Joh. 20. 23. Whofe foever fins ye do
7Emit, they are remiteed 1o them 'y and whofe foever fins
Ye retain they are fetained,  Math. 28, 19, Goand
teach all Narions bapsizing them, &c. Jobh. 2z0.21.
«As my Father hath fent me, enen fo fend I yon, Ats

Y. 16,17, Judaswas numbred with wi, and bad ob

tained part of thas Miniftry.  Als 20. 28. Take
heed t0 your felves and. o ail she flock over which the
Holy Ghoft hath made yonOver(ecrs,to foed the Church
o God — Rom. 1,T. Paul 4 Minifter of Fefns
Corift, cailed an Apiftle 5 (eparated sq the Gofpel of
vd-*> 3 Coy, 4: X, Let aman [o cfteem of we as of
the Minift oy of Chriff, and Stewards of the myfleries
of God.  A&s Y4-23. They ordainedthems Elders
in every Chareh, ~ Ti. 1. 3. Ordain Elders in ¢a
very City, as 1 Appointed thee, V. 7. A Bifbop f'l}lﬁ‘/
be Uamele[s asthe Synard of Gid. % Tim. 3-5.
Eor if amanknow nothow to rale his own bosfe, how'
~ fhall be take care of the Church of God 7 1 Tim.5.17.
Les the Eidersthar rule well be connted worthy of dou-
ble kenowr — 1 Pet, 5. 2. Feed the flock, of bG‘oZ
: whic
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o4 : ‘Téﬂ the Chyrch,

;Efb is among you 5 taking the overfight thereof —
Heb. 13. _7,£7, 2:1. Remember them which bave

the rule vver you, whe have Spoken to you the word of
God — Obeythem that have the rule over you and fube.
it your felves s fur.they warch for your fonls — falwre

them thar have the rule qver you — 1 Thef.5.82,83.
e befecoh yon brechren to know them ( that is, ac-

knowlsdge their power and labours) rhar labosr a-.
. mong yoss and are over you in the Lord , and ads

manifie yumy and to effeems them very highly in love
far-their works [ake, and t0 be a peace amang yonur
ﬁk{ﬂ'- - \

Read thefe with judgement , ind then believe
if you can, that the power of the Keys or Go-
vernment is in the People. Shew ug what text
doth give them that power ? and where the Scri=
pture calleth them to exercife it by Votes? Ot
where God requireth ability in them for Chugch=
government 2 or where he calleththem to leave
their Callings and actend this work ? W hen thofe
that muft perform it, he feparaceth to itas by of-.
fice, and calleth them to give themfelves wholly

thereunto. ¥ Tim, 4. 15, 16. Tell us when the

people were authorized to baptize 3 or to rule
the Church, thacis, themfelves. ,

Obj. Mat. 18. x5. Tell the (hurch.: if he hear
not the (burch,8c. Anfz, Many Expofitors think
that by the Chareh there is meant the Miniffers
only, by this reafon : The Church that muft
teach mft be heard 2 the (burch that muft be
beard muft be told : But that is onlythe Pagtors and
not the People : Ergo — But I eafily grant yous

- that the word [Church] there fignifieth the whole

Congregation (as Dr, Taylor in his Sccor}c:v %Vf;




Who waust Put away the wicked,  og
fwafive hath well thewed ) Batit is as anOr-

ganized body only. And {o the Office isto he

performedonly by the Organical part ; and not
by any of the reft. When I fay toa man [Hear
me] Ido not mean that he fhonld hear me with
 hiseyes, but only with his ears : And when I bid
him Sez or Read. I bid him not do it with hisears
But with hiseyes. Nor do the eyes receive this
Power from the feet or hands, but immediately
from the Head : Though if they were feparated
from the body they couldnot retainit. So. if 2~
nother Kingdome fend to England, todefire an
Army of Men to help them, they mean the King
only asthe Commander of them, and the people as
the executors of his Command.  So when you
are bid to ¢¢// the Church, it 1S guatenws anrsia ».
that it muft be told; And when you are bid to.
bear ity it isas Teaching chat it muft be heard,  So
that this talketh not of any Goyernment in the
People, either to #fe or to give,

Obj. 1 Core 5. Payl biddeth all the Church to
put from among them that wicked perfon.

Anfw. Note; that Pasl pafieth the fentence

ficlt himfelf [ £ have judged asif 1 were prefent (not
that you deliver, but) to deliver [uch anone to Sasan =
And therefore he doth this in him/(elf [i the name
of the Lord Fefms] and fuppofeth himfelf among
them in [pirit and power when they do it Eami my

[picit with the power of our Lord Jefts Chriff 3.And
I have faid, He fpeaketh to an organized Church, =

which had two parts, and accerdingly two works
't0 do : The Ruling parc was to pur away the Offen- «
der by Fudgement 5 or Semtence; And the people
were all to pus kim away, by aGual fhanning his
o Commu-
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Communion, which is but the obeying of that
fentence. If the King fend to 2 Corporation t0
execute any Law, he meancth not that all perfons
muft do it in the like manner ; but the Magi~
firates by Command, and the people by obeying
them, and execnting their Commands.” If I de-
fire 2 man ¢o'tranfcribe me 2 Book and bring i€

- me; I meannot that every parc of him fhall herein

hgve the fame office ; But that he r¢ad it only
with his eyes, and underftand it with his 74fon, and
tranferibe it with his hand, and travel wich his
feet, The Paftors omly excommunicate by
gudgement or Senténce ; and the people by 0«
edient execution of it, :

Obj. Who then [ball caff our an Hergtick, o
pernicions Paftor, if he bimfelf ‘muft be 7=
jelted 2 t
* eAnfw. 1. The Neighbour Paftors fhall r¢=
nounce ((ommunisn with him, and reje him from
their neighbour Communion.  And they fhall warn
that people to avoid him(by virtue of the com=
mon relation which they have to the univerf?
Church of Chrift.) 2. The people (as Cypris®
determineth) are bound o forfake bim : ot by
an a8t of Government over him or themfelves ; but
by an a& of ebedience 10 God, and of [elf-prefervé
sions As Souldiers muf¥ forfake a trayterons Ge=
neral, or Seameri 2 perfidious or defperately un-
skilfal Pilot that would caft themall away-

" the people did always choofe their Paftors to

2 cale refufe

Govern them, fo may they infuch
t thems

them, without nfurping any Governmien
felves.

Well 1 Now let us fee what influence this
‘ truth
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What 4 mercy 1t s toshe pesple. o7 :
truth fhould -havs upon your Church-Commu-
nion. , : ‘ s

- Do yon fay that your neighbours are not to be
accounred members of the Church,nor to be com<
municated wigh Who took them into the Church
by Baptifm > Was it nota Minifter of Chrift?
¥ you fayno , you muft prove. your accufation.
Ifyou grantit, was it not ‘his Office fo todo?

‘Hathnot God ‘made his Minifters Judges whom
they are to baptize > And afterward alfo whom
to catechife and inftruét and admitto the com- .

If then they are admitted by an entrnfted Officer,

# Will you venture o afurp the place, yea andeo do

| them the wroug to fay that they 2re no members?

‘ Is it any of your tru} or work ? T pray you mark -

o Whata‘mercy ivjs to you , that the Officers and

" | notthe privite members are entrufted with this

B work. Firll, ifit were yonr work 5 you muft fa-
dy and be able to perform it Seeondly , you

‘Ml watch for it , and conftantly attend it.  1f a

Heretick perwert the Text of Scripture, you muft

| convince him by your skil in the Originals, orin

. thefenfe. How many hundred or thoufand per-

of fonsare thare in aParifh tobe tried p The worft

g Of them mufi have 4 hearing and juft trialat leaft,

¢ Ocfore you can refufe him lawfully : And how

s 2ccurarely muft chis difScult work be donz; that

the weakeft be not denied his right, nor the un-

{hed and exhorted to repentance ? _And are yoia-
ble and willing vo leaveall your callings, todo alf
this 3 e owki (WY dbuciks £y
If the iilini/i:} that doth it, maft fay by the
K bubnefs

Murion of the Church ? There is no donbt of it. 3

1t aamitted ? How long muft a finrer be admoni-~

TGP




