
_ ^ Of Church Unity. 5 7 

as fuch, is to ceafe to be a Profejfor of Chriftiani-
ty. One may be a Member of the Vifible Church, 
and net of the fpiritud ; but yon cannot be a 
Member of the fpiritml Church, i f you forfake 
and refufe the vifiblc Church as fuch. 'For though 
a man may be regenerate by the Spirit, before he 
make an open prof eft on or be baptized ( and With
out baptifm in fome few cafes) yet fo he can
not be, i f he refufe to be a Proftfor. Its poflible 
Jndeed to be a member of the Univerfal Church, 
both *sA4yjiical, and as n/tble; as fpiritual andf 
*spr°ff/p»gi while we have not opportunity to 
joyn with any one particular Church, or to fe-
f*r*te from fome particular Church, without /<rp4-
MtnibomthtUniverfilz But to feparate from 
X ^ J n i v e r f a l c h ^ h , is to feparate frox* 

But then you muft underftand 5 that the Uni -
verlalVifible Church is nothing elfe, but4// pro-
MinoCbriPiant in the world, a* vifibly fubjeSted to * 
Cbrijtat their Head: And that there is no fuch 
thing in being, as the Papifts call the Catholic^-
Gr Univerfal Church ; that is , the univerftiity of 
f ^ f f * " ' fubjetted to one Vicar of Ckrifias their 

e a y either Constitutive or Governing. Such a pre
tended Head is an Ufurper and no true authorized 
Vicar of C h r i f t . And therefore fuch a Church as 

jHch, isnothingbuta company of feduced Chri-
Itians, following fuch a traiterous Ufurper. And 
to Separate from the Pope,is not to feparate from 
Chrif t or from his Church. 

Secondly, Confider alfo, that Union is not on-
1y an Accident of the Church , but is part of its 
v«ry ejfence > without which it can be no Churchy 

H % and 
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and without which we can be no members-oiit. 
I t is no Kingdome, no C i t y , no family, and fo 
no Church, which doth not confift cf United 
members : As i t is nohoufe which confifteth not 
of united parts. And he is no Member which is 
not united to thtvphole. I t is the <>reatcourfe of 
mens boldnefsin dividing ways , that they take 
union to be but Come huddle accident, while i t 
may be h i d ; which yet in fome cafes we may be 
without: and think that feparations are tollerable 
faults,even when they are forced to confefs them 
faults: But they do not confider thitVnity is 
neceflary to the being of the (hnrcb, and to the 
leing of our own Chriftianity. Read i Cor. !2jg 
Ephtf. 4. 

Thi rd ly , Remember alfo that our Vmoo-
is neceflary to our CommunUn, with . Chrift 
and with bis Church: and to all the bleflings and 
benefits of fuch communion. Job, 15. 4. Abide 
in me, And I inym : As the brunch cannot bear fruit 
of it f e l f ) except it abide in the Vine ; no more C tn 
)e, except ye abide in me: for without me, )e can do 
nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is caft 
forth as a branch , and is withered, and men 
gather them j and caft them into the fir?, and 
they are burned. And Co!, 2.19. From the Head 

. all the body by joynts and bonds having nonrifimene 
min'tftred and knit together , increafeth with the 
facreaje of gid. The member that is cut eff 
from the body r hath no life or nourifhment 
from the head or from the body, but is dead:' 
He that is out c f the Church is without the Tea
ching, the holy worftiip, the prayers, and the 
discipline of ihe Church , and is cut of the 

1 way 
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way where the fpir i t doth come 9 and ou: 
of the 5oa*tjfr which Chrift is fpecially related 
t o : For he is the Saviour of his body i And i f 
we leave his hofpitaJ, we cannot exp e a the pre
tence and help of the Phyfician : Nor wi l l he be 
a I i l o t to them who forfake his Ship : Nor 
a Captain to them who feparate from his* Ar-
jPy ; Out of this A r k , there is nothing but a 
deluge ; and no place of reft or fafety for a 
foul. 

Wm Fourthly, The Unity of Cbriftians is their fe-
condary ftrength: Their primary ftrength is 0)rift 

H A A U ' S ? r r i t °f £ r a c e w l 3 i c h fljuickeneththem t 
& f And their fecondary ftrength is their Vnion among 

r l Ta Se?*rationh°mChrifttevrhz\\\m<zi\ 
m t h e firft*nd fepsration from one another depri-

H veth them of the fccond. An Army is ftronger 
I B A ! ? a m A n : A n d a KinJZd°™ than a y?*g/* /*r/fl* : 

A flame will burn more ftrongly than a / > ^ : And 
g H t h s w « w of the Ocean are more forcible than a 

l^ngle drop. A threefold^ ord u not etfly broken, 
f j Therefore i t is that weak Commonwealths do 
i f feek to ftrengthen themfelves by confederacies 
f j with other States. The Church is likened to an 
4 J Army with Banners; both, for their Numbers, 
V U a °rCOrL 9 a n d t h e i r ° r d e r ' A r d therefore 
i d Cnni t faith that a Kingdom divided cannot ft and, 
J > f n i o n js the Churches ftrength ; And what good 
Wm ? C V e r t h e y m a y P r e t e n d » Dividers are certainly 
Lc* ™ e ^eakeners and deftroyers of the Church: 

And as thofe means which beft corroborate the 
body, and fortifie the fpirits, do beft cure many 

\ f i particular difeafes, which no m:ans would c r * 
whilft nature is dedicated : So it: the Churches 

if H 3 difeafes 
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difeafes beft eured, by uniting fortifying reme
dies, which wil l be increafed by * dividing way 
©^Reformation : Dividing h wounding y and fflh 
ting is the clofing of the wound. 

There is no good work but Satan is a preten-
* der to i t , when he purpofeth to deftroy i t : He 

refifteth Light as an Angel of Light ; and his Mi* 
nifiers hinder Righteoafnefi, as pretended Mtniftert 
of Right eoufnefs : And he will be zealous Refor
mer when he would hinder Reformation, And this 
is the mark of Satansway of Reformation : He 
doth it by by dividing the Churches of Chrift, and 
teaching Chriftians to avoid each ether : And to 
that end he zealoufly aggravated the faults of e-
very party to the ref t ; that they may have odious 
thoughts of one another ; and Chriftian Love 
may be turned into averfation: As in the Plague 
time every one is afraid of the breath and com
pany of his neighbour, and they that were wont 
to affemble and converfe with peace and pleafure, 
do timeroufly ftiun the prefence of each other 5 
becaufe they know that i t is an infectious time* 
and they are uncertain who is free : even fo doth 
Satan break the focieties and converfe of Chrift i
ans, by making them believe that every party 
hath fome dangerous infection, which as they 
love their fouls, they muft avoid. 

And he deftroyeth your Love to one Another, 
by pretending Love to your [elves: O how careful 
wil l he be for your fouls \ when the Devil would 
undo you, he wi l l do it as your Saviour: And 
when his meaning is to fave you from Heaven,and 
from Chrift, and from his faving grace, and from 
Union and Communion with his Church, and 
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from the impartial Love of one another, he takes 
on him that he is faving you only from fm and 
from Church-corruptions 1 Or rather that i t is 
Chrift and not be that giveth you counfel * And 
he can do much in imitating Chrift, in the manntr * 
of his fuggeftions, to make you believe that i t U 
Chrift indeed. Perhaps his counfel fhall come in 
in the midft of a fervent frayer, or prefently aftet 
i t , to make you believe that it is an undoubted 
anfwer of your prayers : And of t times his i m -
pulfes are vehement and much afte&ing, to make 
you think that i t is fomething above nature : And 
the pious pretence wil l much perfwade you to think 
that fure this can never come from an evil f p i n t : 
But i f you had well ftudiecU Cor. 11-13» 1 4> x 5-
Gal.i. s. Luke 9.^. 1 Joh.4 1,2. 2 Thef. 2. 2. 
you might be wifer and be faved from this 
deceit. I wi l l not recite the words, becaufe 
I would have you turn to them, and ferioufly 
ftudy them. 

And in this dividing work, , theBevil doth as 
make-bates do, who firft goes to one man andtetl 
him a tale what fuch a one faid againft him, and 
what a dangerous perfon he is, and then go to the 
mother and fay as much of the firft to him : So the 
Devil faith to the Presbyterian, O take heed of 
the Independents » and to the Independents , 
Take heed of thefe Presbyterians; To the Ana-
baptift HI fuggefteth, Avoid thefe Proteftants: 
Take heed of them,for they Baptize infants: And 
to the Proteftants he faith, Take heed of thefe 
Anabaptifts,for they are againft baptizing any t i l l 
they come to fu l l age: To one he fai th , Away 
from that Church, or think not thofe perfons to 
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be religious i for they pray by the book : And to 
the other be faith, Take heed of thofe people, as 
whimfical and proud, and brainfickfana tick*; for 
they pray mthoM-boel^ by the Spirit. To one fort 
he faith,! ake heed of thofe people, for they wear 
a Surplice, or Kneel at the Sacrament, or anfwer 
the Priefts in the Refponfes of the Common• 
prayer: To the other he faith, Take heed of 
thefe difobedient, ftubborn, felfconceited people 
that wil l f i t at the Sacrament, and will not 
conform to the orders of the Church. I am not 
now minding whofc opinion is right or wrong, 
among all thefe parties, or any like them,- But 
how charitable to your fouls the Devil is, when 

i he would deftroy your charity and you? fouls; and 
how p'mjly and kindly he would have yon takf 
heed when he would lead you to perdition ; and 
how great a Reformer he will be , i f he may but 
do it by Dividing. 

I t may be the young unexperienced Schifmaticfc 
(of" what f e £ foever) will diftaft thefe word*, and 
think I fpeaklikean adverfary to Reformation : 
And fo the Devil would make h m think, of all 
other Chriftians as well as of me,except his party. 
3^t i f onefhould givefuchcounfel for the pre
servation of hiŝ  own health and bodily comfort, as 
the Dividing fpir i t giveth him for the Church and 
for his foul, he would quickty underftand i t , ac
cording to my prefent fenfe. I f one fhfculd come 
in kiadnefs p him and hid him, [ G take heed of 
that mouth and belly ; for i t getteth nothing, but 
devoureth all that the hands do get by labour : 
Cut off that hand, for i t hath a crooked finger : 
p i to f fcha t goaty foot that i t may not trouble 
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the whole body : Rip up thofe^uts which have 
fuch filthy excrements , he would not fvveJI a-
gainft me i f I advifed him to fufpe& fuch 
Jcmdnefs. 

F^Wy, Remember alfo, that the Unity of 
Chnftians is their je*ce zndeafe, as well as their 
prtngtbwd fafcty. Pfal. 133.1 . Behold now good 
and hove pletjant it is, for brethren to duel I together 
in unity ! As the amity and converfe with friends 
is pleafant, and the concord of families is their 
quietnefs and eafe ; fo is i t as to the amity and 
concord which is the bond of Church foe :ety. 
And the divifwns and difcord of Chriftians, is their 
mutual pain and trouble. Do you not feel your 
minds diflurled by i t : Do you not fee the Church 
difcompofed by i t ? The itch of contention, doth 
ordinarily make i t pleafant for the time, to every 
Sect to fcratch by zealous wrangling* and difputes, 
for their feveral opinions, t i l l the blood be ready 
to follow : But the fmart and fcab doth ufe to 
convince them of their folly. But i f they 
wil l go more than Skin-deep, they may need a 
Surgeon. Children wil l elm themfelves; but i t 
is Madmen thu wil l wound themfelves. The 
hurt which we get in the Cbriftian warfare, by 
mortifying the f i e f h , or by the perfecution of 
the malignant enemy is tenderly healed bv the 
hand of Chri l t , and ufually furthereth our in
ward peace. But i f we wil l hurt and wound 
3nd divide our felves, what pity or comfort can 
we expect. 

Sixthly, Confideralfo that the Unity and Cm-
cord of Believers is their Honour, and their Divj/t* 
MS and dife&rd are their flume .-And confequem'y 

the 
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the honour or dilhonour of Chrift and the Gof-
pel, and Religion is much concerned in i t . A -
greement among Chriftians telleth the world, 
that they have a certainty of the faith which they 
profefs, and that i t is powerful and not ineffectual* 
and that it is of a healing nature, and tendeth to 
the felicity of the world. But Divifions and dif-
cords among Chriftians perfwade unbelievers, 
that there is no certainty in their belief: or that i t 
is of a vexatious and deftria&ive tendency i or at 
beft that all its power is too weak, to overcome 
the malignity which it pretendeth to relift » 
where did you ever fee Chriftians live in undivi
ded unity, undi[iurbed$eace, and unfeigned Love, but 
the very infidels and ungodly round about them, 
did reverence both them and their religion for it* 
And where did you ever fee Chriftians divided, 
unpeaceable and bitter againft each other, but # 
made them and their profeffion a fcorn to the un
believing and ungodly world? and whilft they de-
fpife and vilirle one another,they teach the wicked 
to defpife and vilifie them all ? 

Seventhly, I may therefore add, that the « -
nlty of Believers, is one of Gods appointed means 
for the cpnverfion and falvation of unbelievers: And 
their Divifions and difcord are an ordinary means 
of hardening men in infidelity ano^jvickednefs, 
and hindering their love and obedience to the 
truth. As a well ordered Army, or a City of 
uniform comely building, is a pleating and 
inviting fight to the beholders ; when a confined 
ruut, or a ruinous heap, doth breed abhorrence : 
even fo the very fight of the concordant focieties 
of Chriftians. is amiable and alluring to. * n o l e 

without 
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without ; when their difagreements and fepara-

I J.10n5 make them feem odious and vile. Asamu-
I l l " I , l n f t r u m e n t ^ tune, or a fet of mufick,delight 
I c h c h e * r e r oy the pleafing harmony ; when one 
J or more inftruments out of tune,or ufed by a rude 

unskilful hand, wi l l weary out the patience of the 
hearer ; fp is i t in this cafe $ and the difference 
*s much greater, between concordant and dif-
concordant Chnftians. Who loveth to thruft 
himfelf into a fray ? And what wife man had not 
rather partake of the friendly converfe, than joyn 
with drunken men that are fighting in the ftreets? 

e a c e a n c * Concord are amiable even to nature ; 
And you can fcarce take a more effeaual means, 
to win the world to the Love of Holinefs, than by 
ihewing them that Holinefs doth make you m-
feigned and fervent in the Love of one another, 

i ret. i . N o r can yon devife how to drive 
men more efreaually from Chrif t , and to damn 
their fouls, than to reprefent Chriftians to them 
like a company of mad men, that are tearing out 
the throats of one another ? How can you think 
that the unbelievers and ungodly fhould think 
well of them, that all fpeak fo i l l of one another > 
When the Lutheran flyeth from the Calvinift,and 
theEpifcopal from the Puritan,and the Proteftant 
from the Anabaptift, and the Presbyterian from 
the Independent, and all the other fide implaca
bly fly from them, Can you wonder i f the Infidel 
and the Idolater fly further from you all ? Mark 
well the words of Chrift In his prayer, Job. 17. 
20, 2 1 , 22, 23. For them which pull believe en me 
by their word, that they all may be one, as thou Fa
ther art in me, and I in thee, that they alfo may be one 

in 
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in w . that the world may believe that thon haft fent 
me: And the glory which thou gav eft me, I have gi' 
venthem, that they may be one, even aswe are one : I 
in them, and thou in me, that they may be made ferf eft 
in one, and that the world may know that thon baft fent 
me, and haft loved them as thou haft loved me. 

A l l thefe obfervations are obvious in thefe 
words, i . That the unity of Chriftians muftbe 
hniverfal, even of all that believe the Gofpel of 
Chrift. 2. That this Union fhould have fome low 
tefemblance to the Union of the Father and the 
Son. 5. That it is Chrifts great defire and inter-
ceffion for his Followers, that they may be one. 
4. That their glory is for their Unity. 5. That 
their Unity is their perfection. 6. That the Fa
ther and Son are the Head or Center of rhe U-
nity. 7. That this Unity is the great means of 
converting the world to the Chriftian faith, and 
convincing Infidels of the truth of Chrift, as lent 
by God. Open but your eyes and you may fee 
all thefe great do&rines in this Prayer of Chrifts 
for his peoples Unity : O that all the Chriftian 
Cr utches would try this means for the worldsCon-
verlion J (Not on the impofTible terms of Popery, 
but on the ne.cefliry terms propofed by Chrift. ) 

8. External Unity and peaceable Church-com
munion doth greatly cherifh OUT Internal unity of 
Love: And Church-diviiions co cherifh wrath 
and malice and all the works of the flefli de'fcri-
bed by Paul, Cfal. 5.21,22,25. I pray you con
sider how hedefcnbeth the flefbly and the fp i r i -
tual man : v. 14, 1 5. For all the Law is fulfilled 
in one word, even in this, Thou fbalt love thyneigv-
h^trM thy f d f . But i f ) e bite and devour one another, 
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take heed that ye be not cor>fumed one of another, / f a y 
*A then, walk\inthefpirit, «nd ye fhalinot fulfill the hfh 
MM oftkefle/b. For the fiejh lufteth againft the fpirit&c-
>W Now the works oftheflejh are manifeft, adultery — 

I tnmities or hatred, v riance , emulations, virath , 
ftnfey feditions, ( or as i t may be read 'Diviftons or 
fatticns ) hcrefies, envyings, murders} &c. But the 
fruit of the fpirit is Lovefjoy, peace, hng-fffering, 
gentlenfs, goodnefs, faith, meeknefs, temperance t 
Againft fHCh there is no law. And they that are 
thrifts have crucified theftefb, with the fffetlions and 
r ' l f " e t*ve i n jfirih let m alfo walk\ in the 

Iprit. Let us not be defirofts of vain-glory, provo
king one another, envying one another. 

Ooj . O but thofe that I feparate from are guilty of 
tbts and that and the other fault. 

• I ^ / i n f v e ' C h a P 6. I . Brethren, if a man le ever-
j f j taken maUtilt, yc which are fpiritual reftore fuch a 
/ J Tn.\tn , / ! i r i t ° f m " W s J Bering thy jelf 

left thou a/fo be tempted : Inftead of cenforiousUii"-
dam and feparation, hear ) S one amthers burthen, 

5W-jU * n d f 0 f * l f i l d * Late of Chrft : which you tfvnk 
: A y ° u f u l h"I by your unwarrantable reparations,while 
^ V y ° w f b u t * f ^ ; H l l i n g your flefhly paflions. 
if l When once parties are engaged by their opini-
TO S T " ^ n l l ' c h u r c ^ s and fierce deputing*, xhz 
*'$L i i e f h i n i l a t a n VV»H be working in them againft 
u # ; ail that is £0/7, fweet and/<*/>. When united Chri-

ftians are provoking one another to Love and to 
am good works, and minding each ether of theif 

ic\ft heavenly cohabitation i

i and harmonious pra.fe 
$ and are delighting God and man by the melody 

,0t C)f their concord ; The contentious zealots in 
}M t i l e i r f e r a r a t e Anti-churches, z: e preaching <fown 

love 



7 8 tfam. $. 135 dec. paraphrafed. 

Love and preaching up hatred, and making thofe 
that differ from them feerh an odious people not 
to be communicated with , by aggravating their 
different opinions or modes of worlhip? t i l l they 
feem to be no lefs than Herefie or Idolatry. # 
many thoufands yet living in England or Ireland* 
had not heard this with their ears, yet James may 
be believed, Chap. 3. 1, & c . My Brethren, be not 
many Teaching-Mafters ( for that is the Word ) I 
knowing that we fhall receive the greater condemnati" 
en : For in many things we offend all ( which he ad-
deth becaufe the arrogancy of Sectaries was caufed 
by the aggravating of other mens offences. ,7 If any 
man offtnd not in word, the fame is a perfect man 
( that is, I f you wi l l Inew that you are perfe&ec j 
& better yotir felves than thofe whom you account 
fo bad , fee that your foul back-biting, reviling* 
cenforious contentious tongues^ do not prove the 
contrary) 12 .who is a wife man and endued with knor*m 

ledge among you, Let him (hew out of a good converfa" 
tion , his works with nteeknefs ofwifedome: (that iS, 
l e t him that would be thought more knowing 
and religious than his neighbours, be fom'jch 
more blamelefs and meek to all men^ and excel 
them in good works) v. 14 .But if ye haveabitttf 
x,eal: (for fo is the Greek word) and firife in your 
hearts, glory not, ( in fuch a zeal, or in your grea
ter knowledge ) and lie not againfi the truth* ^ 
This wifdome defcendeth mtfrom above ( as you ima
gine who father i t on Gods word and fpiric ) but 
is earthly, fenfual ( o r natural) and devillifh. (® 
doleful miftake, that the world, theflejb, and the 
Devil, fhould prove th- caufe of that conceited 
fpiritual knowledge and excellency i which they 

thought ! 

; 
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thought had been the infpiration of the f p i r i t ) 
V. 16. For where zed mdftrifeis (that is,aftri-
ving contentious zeal againft brethren ) there is 
confufion ( or tumult and wquletnefs ) and every 
evil wor{,0 lamentable reformers,that fet up eve
ry evil work, while they fee med zealous againft 
evil / ) v. 17. But the wifdeme that kftcm ahve,is 
firft pure, thenpeaceahle, gentle, and eafie to he intrea-
ted\ full of mercy and good fruits ; without partiali
ty (or wrangling ) and without Hjpocrifte. And 
the fruit of rightetufnefs ii fown in peace, of them that 
make peace : when peace-breakers that fow in d i 
vifions and contention, fhall reap the fruit of un
r ig hteoufnefs, though they call their way by the 
moft religious name?. 

Thus I have briefly fhewed you what A#nity 
and»Divifion are, that wrong apprehenfions draw 
you not to fin. 

D I R E C T . V I I I . 

When any thing needeth amendment in the 
Church, remember that the foft Christian, 
muft be thefortvardefi to reformation, and 
the backwardeft to Bivifien ' And mufi 
fearch and try all means of %eforming, 
which make not againft the concord of the 
Church. 

I Do not here determine in what cafes you may 
or may not feparate, from any company of 

faulty Chriftians. I only fay that you muft never 
Separate what God hath conjoyned • the Holineft 

and 
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and the Unity cf believers: I f corruptions ble-
mim and dishonour the Congregation; Do not 
fay [ Let fin alone ; I muft not oppofe it for fear 
of division] But be the forwardeft toreduce all to 
the wil l of God; And yet i f you cannot prevail 
as yon defire, be the backwardeft to divide and fe
parate; and do i t not without a certain warrant, 
andextream necelfity. Refolve with Attftin , I 

* wi l l not be the chaff, and yet I Will not go out of 
the floor, though the chaff be there. Never 
give over your juft defire and endeavour of Re
formation: And yet as long as poffibly you can a-
void itjforfake not the Church which you defire 
fo reform. As Taul faid to them that were rea
dy toforfake a fea-wrackt veffel , If thefe abide not 
in theyiip, ye cannot be faved; Many a one by un
lawful flying and fluffing for his own greater 
peace and faiety, doth much more hazard his own 
and others. 

D I R E C T . I X . 

Forget not the great difference between cafi~ 
ing cut the wicked and impenitent from the 
Church by difciftine; and ths godlies fef>A-
rating from the Church i t f e l f % hec&ufe the 
wicked are not U$ ent. The fir [I is a great 
duty : The fee end is ordinarily a great fin* 

THe q'left ion is not, whether the impenitent 
ftiould be put away from Church-Communi

on? Thats not denied. But whether you ftouM? 
fepa-
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/ feparate from the Church becaufe they are per-
• mitted : This is i t which we call you to beware: 
• Not but that in fome cafes, a Ghriftian may law-
• fully remove from one Church to another, that 
• hath more light and pur i ty , for the edification 
• Of his foul. But before you feparate from a faulty 
I Church, ai fuch^as may not lawfully be communicated, 
• with, you muft look well about yoUj and be able 
• to prove that thing which you affirm; 

Many weak Chriftians marking thofe Texts 
| Which bid us avoid A man that is an Heretic^, and 

to have no company with diforderly walkers, and 
nor to eat with flagitious pcrfons, do notfuffici-

| H ently mark their fenfe , but take them as i f they 
4 J call'd us to feparate From the Church with which 
^ 1 thefe perfons do communicate. Whereas i f you 
f y r ««ark all the Texts in the Gofpel , you ihall find, -

that all the feparation which is commanded in 
I f i fuch cafes ,( befides our feparation from the I n f i -
W dels or Idolatrous w o r l d , or Antichriftian and 

"1 H e r C t l c a I confederacies, and no-Churches ) \i 
/ but one of thefe two forts. F i r f t , either that the 

t Church caft out the impenitent finner by the pow- * 
j er oftheKeyes. Secondly, or that private men a-
L void all private familiarity with them. And both 

4 M t h e f e m w o u , d promote , aad no way hinder. 
if Thirdly, but that the private members fhould fe-
M parate from the Church, becaufe fuch perfons are 
Uw not caft out of i t , ftiew me one Text to prove i t 
' J i f you can. 

Let us here perufe the Texts that fpeak of our 
withdrawing from the wicked, i Cor. $. Is ex-

,j prefly written to the whole Church, a* obliged 
( 0 a&ay the inceftHQfti perfon frm amwg themr 

p 1 • m 



82 Separation from the Church a fw* 

and fa mt to cat with fuch offenders. So is that in 
%Thef. 3. and that in Tiu 3.10. *A man t»*t»: 

an Heretiek after the firft and fecond admonition *-
void : Unlefs i t be a Heretick that hath already 

' feparated himfelf from our communion \ And 
then i t can be but private familiarity which we 
are rurtner to avoid. In brief, there is n© otner 
place cf Scripture, that I know of, which com* 
rr.andeth any more. 1 have before fhewed that 
abundance of Church corruptions, or of fcanda-
lous members, were then among them, and yet 
the Apoftle neve- fpake a fyllable to any one 

^-Cbrift tan, to feparate from any one of all thofe 
Churches: Which we cannot imagine that the 
Holy Ghoft would have wkolly omitted, i f in* 
deed i t had been the wil l of God. 

Obj . But then why did Luther and the firft f^* 
teftmts, fejarate from the Church of Rome; and ho* 
mil you juftifie them from Schif'me> 

Anf. Its pity that (loth and fottimnefs, ihould 
keep any Protellant ( or Papift either ) in men 
ignorance, as to need any help to anfwer fo earie 
a queftion at this day ?, Let not equivocal name* 
deceive us, and; the cafe is eafie. By the word 

t Church the Scripture ftill meaneth; firft, either 
* the ll'niverfal Church which is the body or King-

dome of Chrift alone r Secondly, or particular 
Congregations atfociated for perfonal communion 
in Gods worfh ip : • But the Pope hath feigned a-
notherkindof thing , and called i t The Church' 
That is, TheVniverfality cf.ChriJiians as headed by 
himfelf, ai the corftitutive and governing he*<f. 
Whereas, firft , God never inftitated or al
lowed fuch a Church, Secondly, nor did ever tne 

U n i ^ r -



Of our [eparation from Rome . 8$ 

B JJniverfality of Chriftians, acknowledge this n-
H ^rping Head. Shew me in Scripture, or in • 
m Cburch-Hiftory, that either there ever was de 
m*4"0' or ought to bed; jure, fuch a thing in the 
1 W o r I d as they call the Church, and I profefs I w i l l 
» immediately turn Papift. But i f you ask why 
m we feparated from the Papal Church ? I anXwer, 
j Becaufe, f i r f t , i t was m Church of Chrift (as fuch.) 
• And fecondly, I t was a Church of traiterom combi-
1 nation, againft the prerogative of Chr i f t , and 
I therefore by the Proteftants called the A n t i -
• chriftian Church. We feparated not from Rome 
1 either as the Univerfal Church ( f o r that i t was 
• J?ot ) fior as part of the Univerfal Church ; ( for 
i | lo we hold communion with thofe that are Chri-
1 mans in i t ftill) Nor as a true worshipping 

*T Lmgregation ( f o r they confift of many thoufand 
I congregations which we had never local com-
1 mumonwith : And as true worihipping congre-

M gations in fpecie, we ftill hold communion with 
5 l^efn in mind, fo far as they are fuch indeed i 
^ B u t in two fenfes we feparate from them s 
I F i t f t , as a Papal Catholic^ Church \ becaufe 
5 in that fenfe they are no Church of C^ift , but 
y a pack of rebels: Secondly, as particular Conm 

Z>gregations in f\ecie which have mixed Gods wor-
& f h i p with falfe do&rine and Idolatrous bread-
WA worfhip and other unlawful things, which by 
r

v oaths and pra&ife they would force thofe to be. 
t? guilty o f , who wi l l communicate with them. 
.u And thus we difown them only as neighbour Chur~ * 
Ml ches j that never were their lawful jub]eBs but 
f bear our teftimony againft their fin. And our 
t forefathers who were members of their Cbflrches* 

• - • - ~ l a ' , depart* 



departed to fave themfclves frem their iniquity* 
and uccaufe* they were refufed by th-fflfdves, un
lefs trey ^ouJd he, & forfwear & be idolaters.ancr 
com rfjU-i care with 'h. m in their finNor wi>uid 
they ;htn, nor wil l they to this day admit any in-, 
to communion of 'then particular Churches? * s 

fuch, who will not £ r f come in to their preten
ded Univerfal Ghurch, which is noChircb, ana 
worfe than none. I f this anfwer feemnot plain-
and f u l l to you ^ it is becaufe you underftand not 
Chriftian fenfe and reafon. 

D I R E C T . X . 

Expect net that any one lawfully received 
Edptifm into the ChriftianChurch , fho»ld 
he cafi out oftt, or denied the priruiledge of 
members, hut According to the rules of 
Chtiftian dtfctfltne 3 by the power of the 
Keyes, that is $ for obflinate imptnitency 
inagrofser fcmdalous fin, which tk per* 
fen is proved to b? guilty of : AndI this after 
private ana pnbhek admonition, and ten* 
der pattern exhortation to Repentance, 

HEre are two things-which I defire you to ob-
ferve. Firf t , what is Chnfts appointed 

way, for removing members from the Commu-' 
nion of the Church. Secondly, how great a fin 
i t is to remove them by a contrary and arbitrary 
way of our own prefumptuous invention. 

Firft? 
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. Ch»rch:$ufticc neceffarj. 

y \nSr* f !? h a K f u P P ° f c d that the perforin not 
6 1 P f i ^ P r f a t e : ^ 0 r there needeth no cftim 

V V ^ ^ T ^ ? r i f t i a ™ y * <>r ccafeth the 

„ J leh and needeth not to be ^ o u t . Unlefs i t 
^ ne any Tyrant who witl come to rhe GommtinioH 
€ j i J<COmtlwh,lc h e P^efleth but to mew his law-
1 *4*h m ^ - H e t h a t M ^ A e . Communion o f the 
f Jd o n -a- l n f o b r i e t y , thereby profeflcth himfeif a 
r 2 r n r i l t i an . and for fuch as being Biptrzed con-

1 , ! n u c * m s

f profeffion, Cbrifts way of reje&ing 
4 **m

t™ P ^ ^ y Scr ibed in the Gofpef. Mat.x 8. 
m l * j ! , ; / f r y b m h e r ^ w i ^ thee, 00 

m»ordmaybeeftabltJhed: And if he fi^Lm to 

r j t r J 1 * ' } ' 1 9 - Am*n^atU an Heretick after the 
^ firft and jecond admonition rejetl. / 

fr^L/ J V *? a r e P'ffid "1 *»d W notrather 
y mourned, that he that h*.& dime thu deed , miaht be 
\ tfKenavay from among y<)H : F o r j v e r U } „ +fcnt 
< W body, but frefcnt in j j f c f t \ have jndgedalready at 

. though I were prefent, concerning him, io,u bath fa 
l°dt T 4 e e d » i n t h e n a m t ° f M r L 9 r d Jefw Chrifl, 
$P**3™ ye are gathered together and my fpirit ;< kth the 
flyover of our Lord Jeftu Chrift to deliver fuch a one t& 
, f V "~" ̂ ' 7* m t therefore the old. leaven—. 
$ V» 11> l i y i f . frith fuch a one no not 1 to eat — Da 
J 1 5 m 



%6 Church- fufiice neceffary. 

mt yejudge them that are within? —Therefore ft* 
6MJ from amongyour felves that nick\ed ferf >»» 

By all this i t is plain that the Church rrmft ex-
efcife a regular courfe of juftice, with every p e r * 
fon that i t /hall reje& : He muft firft be told 
vately of his fault, and then before two or three* 
(unlefs , atleaft, the open notoriety make tiic 
private admonition needlefs ) And thenit muir 
be told the Church: And the Church muft witn 
companion, tendernefs and patience, and yet WJtn 
the authority of the Lord Jefus and the powers 
evidence of t ru th , convince him and P ^ ' M I 
him to repent: And he muft not be rejected, til 
after all this, he obftinately refufe to hear tnc 
Church, that i s , to Repent, as they exhort him-

Note here, that no fin will warrant you toe*1 

out thefmner, unlefsitbe feconded-withlmpe' 
nitency ; I t is not fimply as a drunkard, or a f o f 
nicator or fwearer,that any one is to be rejected: 
k i t as an impenitent drunkard, or fornicator, o 
(wearer, & c . ' 

Alfo that i t is not all impenitency that will war
rant their rejection : But only impenitency ay 
the Churches admonition. . Q. 

Note alfo, that no private perfon may e x P e f . J 
that any offender be caft our, either becaufe m 
f in is known to him, or becaufe he is comrnoniy 
famed to be guilty, t i l l the thing be provedtyW 
ficient witnefs. a ^ 

Yea that the admonition given him m u ^ 
proved, as well as the faulc wh l Ch he com 
mitted. » 'fftf 

Yea i f all the town do know him co be guilty, 
and witnefs prove that he hath been pnvateJyaa-



1 

Objections agataft htemh-frnfitce. 

monijfhed, he may not be rejected till he be 
heard fpeak\for himfdf, and t i l l he refufe alfo the 
publike admonition. 

This is Cfarifts order, whofe wifdom, and mercy 
and authority are fuch, as may well caufe us to take 
his way as beft. And yet the ignorance or rath-
ncfsof many profelfors is fuch, that they would 
nave all this order of Chrift overturned: And 
fome of them muft; have fuch a drunkard and fuch 
a fwearer kept away and rejected, before ever 
they admonifhed them or exhorted them to Re
pentance, or prove that any one elfe hath done i t • 
much more before they have tolel the Church, or 
proved that he hath neglefted the Churches ad
monition. And fome go fo much finther, that 
they muft have all the Churches taken for no : 

Churches, t i l l they have gathered them a new ; 
and murt have all theParifh at oneerejeaed ( t i l l 
they have gathered out fome few again) without 
any fuch order of proceeding with them, as 
Chrift appomteth : I t may be a thoifand fhal l 
be caft out at once, when never a one of them 
was thus adrrtonifhed. 

O b j . They were never members of a true Church ; 
and therefore need no catting out. 

Anf. Were they never^baptized ? or is not bap-
*ifme Chrifts appointed means of admirfion into 
his Church. 

Obj . They were baptised in their Infancy,and af« 
Urward bred up in ignorance and prof apenefs, & knm 
not what their baptifme is, nor ever foberlyowned it. 

i/fnfw. Either they ftill profefs themfelves 
Chriftians, and attend G^ds ordinances with 
the Church or no t : I f nor, then they are Apo-

I 4 ftates;, 



88 obje&tom agdinjt Church-Zfujlice. 

ftates: I t they GO, shcn oi.y do own their Bapai-
tjial Covenant by a continued frofejfion: I f y o U 

accule them of not anderftandtng xhisfrofejfiony oc 
©f living contrary to »t> youmuft proceed againft 
them one by one as Ghrift appointetb; and f i r f t 
admonifh tbem, and then tell tne Church; and 
not fay they are ignorant and profane, and expect 
upon your faying fo , they fhould all be unchurch
ed. Yea-if you prove them ignorant, if they be 
willing t© learn, i t is fitter prefently toinftruft 
them than to excommunicate them : nor do yo u 

P/ reade of any excommunicated for meet igno
rance. But we confefs that in grofs ignorance, 
they may mew themfelves uncapable of facra-
mental Communion, and may be denied it while 
they are learning to know what they do. But 
the mercy of God hath made points abfolutely 
neceffary fo few, that this may be done in * 
ftiort time, i f the Perfons be willing , and the 
Teachers diligent, and fufficiently numerous for 
that work. And though it is to be lamented, 
that in many great City-Parifhes, the Mmilters 
are not enough to catechize the twentieth part or 
the people, yet for the generality of Pariihes 
through the Land, i f Catechizing were ufedas it 

1 might be, there would not any great numbers be 
long kept away for meer ignorance. And Re 
that is the caufe of his Panfhes ignorance oy 
negleaing Catechizing and perfonal confer-
ence,8£ then unchurcheththem,tor the ignorance-
which he is guilty of, doth take but a prepoite-
rous courfe, for his own account and c o m f o r t 
for the peoples good, 

O'DjlBfit they re'rfe ft learn or be ingrW*d. ^ 



The fin of diforderly unchurching men. 8 9 

AnfM that and their grofs ignorance be proved 
together, as you may delay them for the later, fo 
you may rejea them for the former ; becaufe 
i t fheweth their impenitence : But this muft be 
proved ^ of them, and not affirmed without proof. 

Obj , But their Baptifme made them members 
only of the Univerfal Church, And not of any par
ticular Church: And therefore mil not prove them fuch. 

Anfvc. True : But he that is a member of the • 
Univerfal Church, is fit to be received into a 
particular Church ; And there wanteth no more 
but mutual confent: And i f he have ftatediy joy-
ned with t particular Church ki ordinary com
munion, Confenr hath bin manifefted, and he is a 
member of that particular Church, and muft not 
?e rej^aed by i t , but in Chrifts way. And this 
is the common cafe i n England. The perfons 
who \yere baptized in Infancy, were at once re
ceived into the Univerfal Churcn, and into fome 
particular Church,& have held communion at age 
with both; and have right to that communion t i l l . 
they are publikely proved to have loft their right. 

And i f we had no Churches, but particular 
Churches were to be gathered anew, yet he that, 
is a baptized member of the Univerfal Church, 
and confenteth to communion with that particu
lar Church in all the ordinances of Chrifts. ap
pointment, doth lay a fufficient claim to his ad-
miflion, and cannot lawfully be refufed, unlefs 
he ftand juftly cenfured by a Church which for
merly he was in. Yet this we confefs, that he 
can be no member of that particular Church, 
who fubjeaeth not himfelf totheparticular Paftors 
of i t , and to the ntcejfary atls or parti of *btir 

file:///yere


5>0 The agg*a%'*'.fans :»/ it. 

Office and Mmiftra t ion: Becaufe he demcth his 
own con fen t. 

I I . The finfufnefs of unchurching Perfons 
or Parifhes, without Chrifts way of regular pro-
cefs, confifteth in all thefe following parts. I . I t 
is a cafting off the Laws of the great Law-giver 
of the Church, andfo a contempt of his autho
rity, wifdome and goodnefs $ and a making of our 
felves greater, or mfer, or holier than he. 2. I t i$ 
grofs injtjiice, to deprive men of fo oreac Pdvi -
ledges without any fufficient proof of their for
feiture ! I t is worfe than to turn whole ParilhcS 
out of their Houfes and P o M o n s , without any 
lawful procefs br proof; upon rumours or p r i 
vate affirmations that they are Delinquents. I t 
is not doing as we would be done by , what i f any 
fhould fay of you, that you are Heretical and de
ny Fundamental Truths ? Or what i f they mould 
fay of a feparated Church, that they are generally 
Hereticks or of wicked lives ( as the Heathens 
did of the ancient Chrifttans) and therefore that 
they are no Churchy nor to be communicated with ; 
would you not think that they mould every one 
perfonaffy be accufed, and proof brought againft 
them, and that they fhould fpeak for themfelves, 
before they were thus condemned ? 5. And it is 
an aggravated Grime in them, that fo much cry 
down Church-tyranny in others, to be thus notori-
oufly guilty of i t themfelves? what greater in -
juftice and tyranny can there be, than that all 
mens Cbriftianity and Church-rights, mall be 
judged N u l l , upon thecenfures and rumours of 
fu/pitious men, without anyjuft proof or lawful 
t ryal ? That i t Skill be in the power of every one, 



The aggravations of tu 

who hath but uncharitabJenefs enough to think 
evil of his neighbours, or to believe reports a-
gainft their innocency to caft them out of the Fa
mily of God , and to unchriften and unchurch 
men arbitrarily at their pleafure ? That any man 
tnat is but unconfcionable enough to fay [They 

zU ignorant and propbane'] flull exp^a to have 
his neighbours excommunicated. 4. I t ffiaketh 
all Churches to be lubricous and uncertain fha-
dows ; when a cenforious perfon may unchurch 
•them at his pleafure. What you fay of others, 
another may fay of you; and as juftly expect to 
be believed. 5. I t unavoidably bringeth in un-
curable divifons: For there is no certain rule of 
juftice with fuch perfons: and therefore they 
know not who are to be received to their Com
munion, and who n o t : And the fame man that one 

• n k t t h 1 S t o b e r e i e a e d and kept out, another 
Will think is to be received: And who knoweth 
which of them is to be obeyed. I f one fay that a 
Parifh is a Church, and another fay that they-tre 
to be unchurched, who knoweth which of them to 
believe. 6". I t is a reproach to the Church and 
Chriftian religion, when we tell the world that, 
tnat we have not fo much juftice and equity among 
Ul> as Heathens have in their worldly focietics. 
7. I t depriveth the Church of the.fol.ace of her 
Communion, when the beft man is not fure, but a 
cenforious perfon may at his pleafure mm hint 
out as unworthy. 8. I t greatly wrongeth Jefus 
Chrift , who fo dearly loveth the weakeft of his 
flock $ and hath purchafed their priviledges at fo 
dear a rate: and whofe body is maymed, when 
any of his members are cut o f f : and who taketh 

the 
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the wrong that is done them as done unto himfelk 
Thefe are the great virtues of that cenforious zeal, 
y/hich unchurches Perfons or Parifhes without 
Juft tryal and proof, upon rumours of fame, on 
their own farmifes. / 

D I R E C T . X I . 

Under ft And mil what is the power of the Kepi 
and what the Pa f oral offiae is, as they are 
the Governours of the Church entrufted fa 
Chrifi with tht poweof tampion *nd re* 
\e3ion that Co you may know how far y a 

are to reflzathe]ud?emem of the Pafiors, 
and may not Attempt to take any pun of 
their office to year (elves. 

% nil vii -iKnT .Bvpcaec.' •' \ ?* io ^ l 9 p 

THe power of the Keyes, is the power of tdtr 
ing into the Church, and of Governing j t , and 

©f caftingout: Both in refoecfc to prej-nt Otaer, 
and inrefpec^ to fuMre happinefs, by a M i ifte-
rial declaration of the fenfe of the Gofpei, con
cerning the ftate of fuch as they. 

The power of Baftiz.ing, is the power of the 
Keyes ft>r reception into the Church. The private 
members hive not the power of haptUing , nor 
were the Paftors ever appointed to do it* by their 
advife,'confent or vote. Therefore the private 
members have not the power of the Keyes for ad-
miffion, And it is moft apparent in the Gofpei, 
that the Keyes for aimiffton and for exclufion are 

given 
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giveni into the fame hands , and not one to the 
Mmitters and another to rhe Flock Therefore 
the people that have not the firft, have not the 

J 0 ^ 1 P r o ° f of this obferve the meaning of 
coeie texts, Ifa. 2 2. 22. And the Key of the houfe 
^ J n1111 U y "F* h" f h 0 H l d t r i f* k*Ml 
*n* none {hall Jhuti and he {hall fhut and none fball 
°a!n'ij I f a , p * 6 m T h e GoVern^ent fball be upon hit 
J»»»lder. Mar.15.19. I mil give thee the Keyes of the 
"tngdome-of Heaven • and whatfoever thou {halt bind 
°n earth fhall be bound in heaven, & c. Utt 18. \$. 
rerily I fay unto you, whatfoever ye bind on e*rth fhall 

T «» & c . Job. 20. 2 T. Whofefoever fins ye dv 
rttmt, they are remitted to them • and whofe(neverfins 
ye retain they are retained. Math. 28. 19. Co and 

As m y Father h«th Jent me, cuenfofendlyon. A&S 
t*in,d\ 7 ' F r * T n u m h r e d ™ t h u 4 > tndhadob-

Holy Ghojlhath made youOverfeers,to feed the Church 
/ T f S ? T ' U t ; P a u I - Mwfltr of Jefm 
God y f " r d *" A**U> to the Gofyel of 
•A, \AX •« 4* *• Let a man fo efieem of m as of 
the toUnifier,t of Cbrifl, and Stewards ofthlmyfleries 
7 b9tl* They ordainednbem Elders 
tn every Church. T i t , u ^ 0 r d a i n m & s i n 

very City as/appointed thee. V . 7. A Bifbop muft 
be blamelefs as the Steward of G,,d. I Tim. 3. %. 
Tor if a man know not how to rule his own bovfe, how 
fhall he take care of the Church of God ? 1 Tim. 5.17. 
Let the Eiders that rule well be counted worthy of dou
ble Uhour- 1 Pet, 5. 2. Teed th* flock, of God 

which 



94 Tt& the Church. 

vhich is among you , talking the overftght thereof-* 
Heb. 13. 7, 17,24. Remember them which have 
the rule over you, who have [pofyn to you the word of 
Cod - Obey them that have the rule over you and fub-
mit your [elves; fir they watch for your fouls—falute 
them that have the rule over you 1 Thef.5.12,13. 
Webefetchyoa brethren to know them ^ that is, 'ac
knowledge their power and labours) that labour a-
mong you, and are over you in the Lord , and ad-
mnijt? yMu , and to eftLeem them very highly in love 
for their mrks f a k f , and to be at peace among your 
[elves, « r * 

Read there with judgement, and then believe 
i f you can, that the power of the Keys or Go-
vernment is in the People, shew us what text 
doth give them that power ? and where the Scri
pture calleth them to exercife i t by Votes ? Or 
where God requireth ablity in them for Church-
government? or where he calleth them to leave 
their Callings and attend this work ? When thofe 
that muft perform i t , he feparateth to i t as by of
fice , and calleth them to give themfelves wholly 
thereunto. 1 Tim. 4. 1$, t6*. Tell us when the 
people were authorized to baptize ? or to rule 
the Church, that is, themfelves. 

Obj . Mat. 18.1 Tell the Church : if he hear 
net the Church&c. Anfw. Many Expofitors think 
that by the Church there is meant the Miniflers 
only, by this reafon : The Church that mult 
teach m'ift be heard 1 the £hurcb that muft be 
beard muft be told : But that is oaly the Paftors and 
not the People : Ervo But I eafily grant you, 
that the word [Church] there fignifieth the whole 
Congregation (as Dr . Taylor in his Second Di f -

fwafive 



who muft put away the wicked. 

fwanve hath well fhewcd ) But i t is as an O r 
ganized body only. And fo the Office is to be 
performed only by the Organical part; and not 
by any of the reft . When I fay to a man [ H w 
me] I do not mean that he lliould hear me with 
his eyes, but only with his ears; And when I bid 
Dim See or Read. I bid him aot do i t with his ears 
one with his eyes. Nor do the eyes receive this 
power from the feet or hands, but immediately 
from the Head : Though i f they were feparitecl 
from the body they could not retain i t . So i f a-
fiother Kingdome fend to England, todefirear* 
Army of Men to help them, they mean the King 
only as the Commander of them, and the people as 
*he ̂ executors of his Command So when you 
are bid to tell the Church, i t is yuatenw aurita , 
that i t muft be to ld ; And when you are bid to 
hear at, i t as as Teaching that i t muft be heard So 
that this talketh not of any Government in the 
people, either to ufe or to give. 

O b j . 1 C6r. 5. Paul biddeth all the Church to 
put from among them that wicked perfon. 

Anfve. Note ; that Paul paiTeth tke fentence 
firft himk\{[l have judged as if I wereprefent (not 
thatyou deliver, but) to deliver fuch an one to Satan : 
And therefore he doth this in himfelf [in the name 
of the Lord Jefui] and fuppofeth himfelf among 
them in ffirit and power when they do it [and my 
fpirit with the power of our Lord Jefta Chrift.] a, And 

I have faid, He fpeaketh to an organized Churcb9 

which had two parts, and accordingly two works 
'to do : The Ruling part was to put away the @ffen-
der by Judgement, or Sentence • And the people 
were all to put him avtay^by actual Jhttnninghis 

Commu-



$6 of rejecting bad Rafters, 

Communion, which is but the obeying of that 
fentence. I f the King fend to a Corporation to 
execute any Law, he meaneth not that all per font 
muft do i t in the like manner ; but the Magi-
ftrates by Command, and the people by obeying 
them, and executing their Commands. I f l de
fire a man to tranfcribe me a Book and bring it 
me; I mean not that every part of him fhall herein 
have the fame office ; But that he read it only 
With his eyes, and underftand i t with his reafou, and 
tranfcribe it with his hand, and travel with his 
feet. The Paftors only excommunicate by 
Judgement or Sentence ; and the people by o-
bedient execution of i t . 

Obj. Who then jhall caft out an Htret'uk c y 

pernicious Taftor, if he bimfelf muft be fft, 
yBed ? 

isAnfrv. t . The Neighbour PaftorS fhall re
name* fimmunien with him, and reject him from 
their neighbour Communion. And they fhall warn 
that people to avoid him(by virtue of the com
mon relation which they have to the univerfal 
Church of Chr i f t . ) 2. The people ( as CyprU* 
dctermineth) are bound to forfak^e him : not by 
an aft of Government over him or themfelves; but 
by an a& of obedience to god, and of felf-f refec
tion j As Souldiers muft for fake a trayterous Ge
neral, or Seamen a perfidious or defperately un
skilful Pilot that would caft them all away. A s 

the people did always choofe their Paftors to 
Govern them, fo may they in fuch a cafe refute 
them, without ufurpmg any Government tnem* 
felves. \ K 4 

W e l l ! Now let us fee what i n f i u e n c e

t r u t ^ 



^ What A mercy it is to the yes fie. 9 7 

WA T 5 u t n fliouJd have- upon your Church-Commu-
^ nion. . 3 

mm D o y°'f % that your neighbours are not to be 
M a c c o u n f e d

1 members of the ChurcLnor to be com* 
• L 1 " " 1 " 1 " 1 W 3 ^? Who took them into the Church 
> l ! ^ b a P t l f m ? Was i t not a Minifter of Chrif t? 
rfi ^ j / 0 1 1 lay no , you mull: prove your accufation. 

J i - T j y ? U 8 r a n t i t > w a s i c n ° t his Office fo todo? 
M t V a t h n ° c G o d made his Minifters Judges whom 

H «ftey are to baptize? And afterward alfo whom 
(*A m c a t e c h l f e and inf t rua and admit to the com-

'M ? f

n

f

r / l o n ? f r ne Church? There is no doubt of i t . 
V ' i • ? C n e y a r e admitted by an entrufted Officer, 
W Z i y ? V e m u r e t 0 t t f u r P t h c P l a c ^ and to do' 

i I s l ' r r ° P S t 0 % t h a t c h c y a r e n ° members? 
K whaVr y n° f y ° ? r . t r ^ o r w 6 r k ? I pray you mark , 
* 1 not- tL - C J l t 1 8 t 0 y o u > t h a t t f j e Officer, and 

j ffHe.?efflbtt' are entrufted with this , 
M rf» andh; M l f l t v v e r e > ^ ^ > y o u m u f t ^ -
i V m .ft t r k t 0 p e r f o r m i f - Secondly, you 
t f r *&*«cb for it, and constantly attend J ' / f * 
> : H " r e t l c k P £ r v ^ t the Text of Scripture, you muft 
^ t h ° S e h i ^ b y y ^ ^ ^ i " t h e Originals, or in 
1^ w ! \ H Q W many hundred or thoufand per-
; bf I f ] £ e A«re in a Pa, i fh to be tried ? The worft 
* ¥l of them muft have a hearing'and juf t trial at JeafL 
J y before you can refufe him lawfully; And how 
r/< , accurately muft this difficult work be dene, that 
! > J?e.'yeakeft be not denied his r ight, nor the un-
' ^ £ j 0 m i t t e d ? H o w I o n g m u f t a f i n n e r b e a d m 6 n i -

ihed and exhorted to repentance ? And are yon a-, 
V . a n d to leave all your callings, to do all 

I ' f the ^ f a j j M that doth i t , & f t lay by the* 
tf)i* K bufineftf 


