
^ What A mercy it is to the yes fie. 9 7 

WA t r u t h ^ouJd have- upon your Church- Commu-
^ nion. . 3 

mm D o y°'f % that your neighbours are not to be 
M a c c o u i r e d

1 members of the ChurcLnor to be com* 
• L 1 " " 1 " 1 " 1 W 3 ^? Who took them into the Church 
<W ? J b a P f

t l f m ? Was it not a Minifter o fChr i f t ? 
rfi ^ j / 0 1 1 lay no , youmuft prove your accufation. 

J | . f t yp" grant i t , was it not his Office fo todo? 
M t V a t h n ° c G o d made his Minifters Judges whom 

H «fcey are to baptize? And afterward alfo whom 
(*A m c a t e c h l f e and inf t rua and admit to the com-

'M T

n r n

f

r / l o n ? f r be Church? There is no doubt of i t . 
V ' i n e y a r e admitted by an entrufted Officer, 
W T J j ° ^ m m t t 0 ^ V ^ ^ , yea and to da 

4 1,1 ' r r ° P S t 0 % t h a t c h c y a r e n ° members? 
K K 7 „ ° y ° - r . t r t t f t o r w 6 r k ? 1 P « y T M m a r k , 
* 1 not*thL - r C y U 1 8 t 0 y o u > t h a t t f j e Officers and 

j Zrk P K X e - ? c a , b c r » are entrufted with this , 
M and h ! ^ M W e r e > » r w r ( , . y o u m u f t ^ -
i V rrla L r b k f ° p C r f o r i n i f - Secondly, you 

> : H " r e t l c k P £ r * £ r t the Text of Scripture, you muft 
^ & « h i « b y y o « r s k i I i n t h e Originals, or in 
1^ w ! \ H Q W many hundred or thoufand per-
; bf ^ e there in a Pa, i fh to be tried ? The worft 
* ¥l of them mutt have a hearing'and juf t trial at leaf*, 
J y before you a n refufe him lawfully; And how 
r/< , accurately mutt this difficult work be dene, that 
I f ^weake f tbe not denied his r ight, nor the un-
' ^ 2 C a , Q m j t t e d ? Howlongmuftafinnerbeadmoni-

[0 ined and exhorted to repentance ? And are yotia-
V . a n d to leave all your callings, to do all 

I f the ^ f a j M that doth i t , matt lay by the 
tf)i* K bufinefif 



Te have officers for Discipline. 

bufmefs of the world, how think you that you can 
do the fame without laying by your worldly bufi-
ncfs ? I f be muft have fo many years learning ana 
preparation, can 70a do i t without} Miftakenot, 
i t is not for Sermons only that Miniftersneed all 
their learning and labour; butalfofor the difcb 
fine and guidance of the flocks. Thirdly, and l» 
i t be your veor^ you muft be account aile for i t be* 
fore God. And do you not fear fuch a reckoning? 
And i f thcfe bufie people had their w i l r i , wou'« 
they not be in a worfe cafe than the moft duiflb 
and lazy Minifter ? 

Confider it well, and you wil l find that you are 
not at all bound to know what the fpiritual ftate of 
any man is, as he is to joyn in Church-commu­
nion with you, but upon your Payors trttft and 
Jwfil. Whether their underftanding be fotnc*" 
ent at their admittance, you are not any where 
called to t r y : but the Paftoris : And i f he have 
admitted them, you are to reft in his judgment 
("unJefs you would undertake the office yon* 
felves) whether their profeflion of faith and re­
pentance be ferious and credible , you are no 
called to try and judge: But i f your Paftor have 
admitted them, he hath numbrcd them with™ 5 

vifible Chriftians s And i t is the credibility of tne 
?*jior that you have to confider ; and by him yo» 
muft judge ©f the credibility of the profefiour, 
and not immediately by your own trial. Who are 

' the perfons that you fhall meet at a Sacrament 
or in publike Communion, you are not at allre* 
quired to try * And i f you never faw them before 
or heard them fpeak, you may perform your 0 * 
ty ncvcrthelefs: Indeed i f as a netfffbwr v C U j ^ d 



y / Who mufi try Members. 9 $ 

^ X j L ^ a j t 0 i n i h ' n & o r counfel or comfort them, you 
H Ch ? , t ; B u c t h e r e f f l a y o s r l v e t h o n f a n d i n o n e 
H rT v ! l t h y ° u > w h o^e names or faces you are 
mm not bound to know ; but to reft in the knowledge 
mm w Mem to whom the keyes are committed, who 
% ^ r d , n ^ V 0 l h d r o r r : c e c a k c t h e m i n -
mm i L ,}' B u t n i l a t 'f^O a r e "otcrionfly wicked ? Mutt 

I be blind? J J . 
K A ^ W ' No : you mull: do your beft by ncigh-

mm oo irly watchfulnefs and help ( though not by Pa-
mU toral Government ) to reform all about your 
Kit ; v n ° m you are able to do good to. And i f you 
H ^ r i \ m t o b e f « ^ d , you muft privately ad-* 
• n . ? L ' a s i s Proved; and then i f they hear 
k t r l ' C f t h ? C h u r * : But i.f you fee a man in the 
H ^ c h a t t h e Sacrament, or a thoufand men,who 
• r , ^ ^ e f 0 r I f l e d , a n d y ° u k n o w i c n o t , you have 
• if Ji T t o a ™ i d t h e communion of fuch: And 
H £ n « 3 , h ° U f a n d i n t h e C h » r c h w h o f e « f e 
• ?M a ; e ^ r j n § e r s t 0 > t h • may benolinof yours,-
H a n d l n °U 'd be no impediment of your commu-
m^ nion. 

Obj . Bat what if c irnd negligent Miniffers will 
II %n, a ' i i n t f > ^e flunk by Baftifm and give them the 
i A ^ler • Sl>*ll it be thm in their power to corr»ft 

toe LhHrcb : And mxft we joyn with them and take m 
care of it ? ^ 

Anfw. There is no perfon in any office or 
t r u f t , but may too eafily abufe i t : And the more 
neble the work and truft is, the greater is the fin 
and calamity of fuch abufe. And no doubt but a _ 
bad unfaithful Minifter is one of thegreateft fin- ^ 
ners on earth, and one of t h i moft pernicious 
P Iag»Jes to the Church.' Which could not bc,un-

K % idi 



100 What muil the people do* 
— 

lefsit were in his power to do very much hurt. 
But i t wi l l not follow that therefore you muft 
take his place, and become the Church Gover-
nours, or try all the peoples fitnefs your felvefc. 
I f a Judge be bad, you may fay what an intolle-
rable thing i s i t , that one man ihall have power 
to give away mens eftates, and take away the 
lives of the innocent, and to acquit the guilty-] 
But for all that you muft not mend i t , by ftep-
pmg up into the judgement feat your f e l f , and 
faying, that you or the reft of the people will 
do it better. Some body muft be trufted with i't> 
I f you are fitteft, offer your felf to the office. Tvhe 
thing that you muft do is, to do your belt to de­
liver the Church from fo bad a Paftor : l ife all 
your wifdome and diligence to amend him: And 
i f you cannot do that, ufe all your intereft to get 
him out, and get a better : And i f you cannot 
do that, deliver your cwn foul from him, by re­
moving to a better, if you are free; But i f as fer-
yants or children or wives you are under another 
Government which reftraineth you , be patient, 
and ufe fiich means as God provideth for you. 
This isthe true way of your Church-duty , and 
not to think that ycu muft have a knowledge of 
the Godlinefs of ail that you communicate with; 
or that you muft refufe communion, i f the Paft-^ 
beremifs and negligent. ; f 

Ob;. But will it n.t be my fin i f I communicate wtw 
fuch 041 know to be notoriously mc\ei ? when A Utile 
ltAveny leavenetb the lumf. 

cAnfjv. I t wi l l be your fin i f you obey not 
Chrift, Mdt. 18.15. in admonifhing them ; and 
fo i f it be long of you, that they are not removed ' 



m WhcnjPafiors corrupt the Church, \oi 

• or i f you do not your duty to reform the Paftor 
• or remove mm: Butotherwife i f they be there 
MM without your fau l t , it is no more your fin to 
• commamcate with fuch men , than it : i s to live 
• ? ndconverfe with fellow fervants.that arewic-
H fu \ W h e n 1 1 1 S n o t 7 w > b u t 0 r oar MMer that hath 
mm the choice of them, 
• And the leavening of the hmp which the Text 
H jF e a Kethof, is the tempting of others to the like 
H , h n i and not that the innocent fhall be held guilty 
• o t J t nor were the words fpoken to the people 
• J° perfwade them to do the Paftors work, or to 
L \ l T n T f r o m t h e C n ^ c h ; but co the Paftors 

Jo J l e r f v v a d e t h e n * t 0 caft out the (inner ; and 
V , w p e o ? l e toperfwadechemto execute their 
W "^tence, ( and tne Apoftles in particular. V 
1 t h - ^ f t , d J a I e a ? d ^ J i c t P s ° P , s » i f t h e * knew-truft and work of the Parlors, from their th; 

own. 

^ f f l £ thegr^ious Nature and Office of 
•, *i TV™ c . h v i f t , and his great %adwe{s to re-
4 ; c e t v e t h o f e t h 4 t c o m e *> bim, though weak 
A * ** f * t t h 5 <™d his hackmrdnefs to refufe 
f fueh Commers^ that fo you may defire a 

J Church-difcipline^hat is [unable to the 
j f / Nature and office of Chrift, and to the dc-

fign and tenor of the Gofoth 

$ $ Hritts outward Difcipline is agreeable to his 
>J< V J w » r f r J . Asthofe that come to bim by faith, 

0 dt K 3 bt 



102- Study Chrifts Nature and office. 

he will in no wife caft out or reject; fo thofe that 
come to him by profetfion of faith, he would not 
pave his Minifters in any wife reject. And cow­
ing to Chriji when he was perfonally on earth, did 
fignifie the following of him in prefence, as well 
as believing in him: Juft fo far as men will come, 
fo far they fhall be received by Chrif t : '}ithe^ 
will come but towards him, he wi l l not put 
back. I f they wil l come but to his viable Church 
by a dead profeflion, he would not have his Mini­
sters repalfe them. The outward priviledges oj 
the vifible Church which they come to, they fna* 
potfefs. I f they will come over to the Church Qt 
the regenerate, they fhall be faved. But where 
ever they flop it fhall be their own doing. M^V 
came to Chrift when he was on earth, whom he 
pever repulfed, though he W2s marvelled at and 
grudged at for entertaining them. Some came 
fo far as to own his Name, and did Miracles by it» 
that yet did not follow him: whom the Apoftles 
would have hindered, but Chrift reproved th^m, 
Mar. p. 38. Luk. 9. 49- Some came only to re­
ceive a Cure of their Difeafesfrom him, whom 
his Difciples fometimes repulfed, but fo did not 
he : when Iittfe children were brought to him, 
his Difciples rebuked thofe that brought them, as 
thinking them unfit for his reception : but Chrut 
rebuked them for their forbidding of fuch gtiefl?. 
Wr.en he eat and drank with publicans and fin-
finners, and when he received the kindnefs of a 
woman that had bin a great finner, the Pfiarifees, 
cenfured him therefore as ungodly : But yet ê 
would not abate his clemency. Many at this day 
canfearce di^edit , that he fent forth a J*** r® 
j 0 3 . preach 



,<j'tfts re<adtnt\s to rectlvi ''men. 

preach the Goipel, when he xn;w tnat he was a 
thief and an hypocrite, and foreknew thar henvas 
a Son of perdition, and would betray him, and 
that the Devil would enter into h im ; yea, knew 
that he was a Devi l . Job. 6.70. & 13. a. yes, 
that this JWdtflhould be one ot the twelve felecl: 
Apoftles, and one of the Family of Chrift. Yet 
Chrift repulfedhim not; And i f be did not par-_ 
take of the Sacrament at his 1 aft Supper, i t was r 
not becaufe Chrift did turn him out, but becaufe 
he went away himfe'f. And accordingly the A -
poftles received 3000 at once into the Church, 
upon their fudden profetfion of repentance, even 
of fuch as had killed the Lord of life. And though 
Simen Magtu would not come out of the gall of 
bitternefs, and bond of iniquity, yCt was he not 
kept out of the vifible Church, when he profefifed 
to believe and defired baptifm. 

Indeed i f men wil l not come fo far as to the ri f-tti 
profeffion of tmt faith and repentance, they are not to • 
be received into theChurch i Becaufe the Chuich 
is a Society otfnck Profeffours : And i f they w i l l 
not come, they cannot be received. The Church 
and Sacrament muft not be altered, and made a-
nother thing than Chrift made it,!or the receiving 
of anorher fort of men. We muft not do as fome 
that would have no frofeffion o£faving faith and. re­
pentance, but only a cmfent to learn, required of 
them that are baptized ; and fo baptifm changed ' 
into another forr, which Chrift never inftituted 
and the Church never ufed to this day. Bur-if 
Chriftians had well ftudied the companion* of 
a Saviour, and the tenour of his Gofpel, and his 
practice upon earth, and inftead of a furly flying 

K 4 from 



104 Yet Peace is for Holmsfs. 

from their neighbours, and groundiels centring 
them , were poffeffed themfelves, with that love 
and tendernefs wh'ch is the Evangelical temper, 
and the image of their L o r d ; i t would put an 
end to many of our diviiions, and bring us neerer 
tm truth and one anotner. 

D I R E C T . X I I I . 

? e t M p u r w into the mrfe extreawiremet*' 
ber fiiB. that the deflreying of & andtU 
fanclifjing of mans mature and life bj re­
covering w n the obedience and Love of 
God,was the defign and work of the Redcc* 
mer : And that Holmefs and Peace mufi 
go together : And that the outward order 
^nd difQif lint of thevifible Church,mufi be 
fubfervient to the inward frmtntlity and 
frsfpsrity of the regenerate Church: And 
no fuch favour muft be /hewed to finners, as 
favoureth And ftrengthneth their fin 5 and 
hinder eth the increafeofhoi weft, 

IT is woful work which ungodly Patters nuke 
in thevifible Church under the name and 

pretenfe of Unity , Concord , peace 3 n c j Order ; 
When an enemy to true hoJinefs, hath the manag­
ing of tbefe,you may eafily imagine how they wil l 
beefed;But fad experience hath told the ChriftiM 
World, tnefe s 5 op years more doleful things than 
could! Qtherwite have bin imagined. The company 
gti whi;h Chrif t Shewed to finners was to convert 

' ' ' and • 



/ Holy and unholy Peace, 105 
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J an^ fave them from their fin: But the compaflion 
• which carnal Paftors (hew them, is to harden 
yf them in their fin, and make them believe that re-
Ji pentance and holinefs are but hypocnfie or need-
• lefs things. The Unity and Concor<L which Chrift: 
y intended, was a Vnity in himfelf and a Con* 

cord in holy Obedience to his Lawes : B u t , 
* | | ^ js a Vnity in the wil l of man and a 
•M Concord in obeying the Dictates of the 

proud, which Treacherous Paftors do require. 
& ^ I t is a Peaceable progrefs of the Gofpel , and ana-
j M ninsoua endeavor to convert and fan&ifie and fave 
m the wor ld , which Chrift requireth us to pro-
^ more : But i t is a Teaceable enjoyment of'their 
A own profptrity , wealth and honour, and a peace-

nfi able forbearance of a holy l i fe , which Wolvi lh 
? y Paftors do defire. I t is an Orderly management 
H of holy do&rine, vvcrfhip and converfation , for 
H the edification of the Hock, and the increafe of 
J1, godlinefs, which Chrift commandeth. But it is 

an abfolute obedience to their wills, and an exa<5t 
©bfcrvanceof their new*made Religions, and 
needlefs fcandalous inventions, and an adoring of 
their titles and robes of honour, covering their 
ignorance, pride and fenfuality, which Church-
tyrants call the Order of the Church. A l l Chrifts 

jt indulgent tendernefs and Difcipline, are but to 
further his Holy defigne, of killing fin and fan&i-

V ! fouls. But the Images of Piety , Govern­
ment, Unity , Peace and Order, which Hypo-

J J crites and Pnarifees fet up , are devifed engines 
to deftroy the Life and ferious practice of the 
things themfelves, and are fet up in enmity againft 
spirituality and holinefs, that there might be no 

ether 

1 

8 



i o 6 Againfi ungodly Unity 

other piety , Government, Unity, Peace or 
Order in the Church, but thefe lifelefs ¥ 
tnages. 

I t is far from the mind of Chrift, that no dif­
ference fhould be made between the Holy and the 
prof Ane, the precious and the vile ; Or that fe-
rious piaty fhould be fupprelfed or difcouraged; 
or faithful preachers hindered from promoting it> 
or ignorant gracelefs Minifters countenanced, 
under pretence of ? M « or Order. The defign 
of Chrift was not like Mahomet*s , to £et hi 

^ an earthly Kingdom, and numerous followers 
meerly to cry up his name • And therefore he 
wil l not indulge men in their fins, nor abate or 
alter the conditions of his Covenant, to win dif­
ciples : He will have his Minifters deal plainly 
with all to whom they preach, and let them knovV 
that without felf-denial and forfaiting all (in efti-
mation and refolution) and a willing exchange of 
earth for heaven, they cannot be his trueDifci* 
pies : Nor without a Profeft confent to thus much? 
they cannot be his vifible profeft Difciples: But 
all that wi l l not repent muft perifb. And there­
fore in their Baptifm they muft profefs a renun­
ciation of all competitors. His Minifters alio 
muft impartially exercife the Keyes which he hvy 
committed to their truft, and muft not fear the 
faces of men, who at moft are able but to ki l l the 
body. L<ik\. 12.4. They muft difcern between 
the righteous and the wicked; and draw all fcan-
cJalous finners to repentance, or elfe exclude them 
from the communion of Saints, that the world 
may fee that Chrift is no friend to prophane per-
fons, or fenfuil flclhly bruits. As Chryfofiome 

coalman-



and Peace, lQ"7 

commandeth the Presbyters not to give the bo- -
dy and blood of Chrift to the unworthy, though 
he were the greateft Commander or wore a I?ia-
dem, and profeffeth that he would fuffer his own 
blood to be {hed, before he would give the blood 
of Chcift to the unworthy : And as bleffed Pad 
would become all things to all men to win them, 
and commandeth us not to pleafe our felves, but 
to pleafe our neighbours for their good to edifi­
cation : And yet when it came to the flattering 
of men in their fins, he faith that i f be fhouid fo 

men, he fliould be no longer the fervanc of 
Chrift. And as to his own inter eft in mans efteem, 
he faith, With me it is A fmall thing to be judged of 
y°'ty or of mans judgment Rom. 15. I , 2,2,. 
1 Cor. i o . 35. G a d * 10. 2 T i m . 2.4. 1 Cor. 
4- ?. Take heed therefore of pretending Unity, 
order, peace, or charity,igainft the ftri&eft obe­
dience of Gods laws, or againft the faithful prea^ 
ching of the Gofpel, and exercife of true Church-
difciplme, or againft the neceflity of the ancient 
profefiionof faving faith and true-repentance in all 
that wi l l be admitted to the communion of the 
Church : I t is not an ungodly unity , peace or 
order that we plead for-

D I R E C T . 



l ©8 Be firiB in private familiarity. 

D I R E C T . X I V . 

though your Covernours and not you, wufi 
judge what'psrfons fb*M be of yeur publike 
Church-communion , yet it is you that mufi 
judge who are fit or unfit for your private 
company and familiarity. Here therefore 
txercifeyeurftritlnefs tn your own part. 

AS i t isnotyou, but the King that muft judge, 
who fhall be of the fame Kingdome with 

you : nor the. fervam but the Mafter , that muft 
choofe who fhal be in the family with him:Nor the 
fcboller but the Scboolmafttr that muft choofe who 
fhal be ohhtfame School with hirruSo it is not you, 
but your Paftor that muft judg who fhall be of the 

fame Church with you. As to the Univerfal vifible 
„ Church, thisisconfeft by a l l : And there is no 
" T f a f on why it fhould be denied of particular Chnr-

•n- cbes, as is proved. But wht fhall be your Ta-
fiors or your Maflers, your husbands or your 
wives, i f you are yet free , you your felves muft 
be the choofsrs: And who fhall be your intimate 
companions,or your bofome friends : Here there­
fore make asftri& a choice as you can. I f you 
meet a prophane perfon at the Lords Table , i t is 
his own fault, or the Paftors : But i f you keep 
company needlefly with fuch, or marry fuch, i t is 
your mn fault. I f the Paftor do not excommu­
nicate them, you may choofe not to be familiar 
with them: Though you muft meet them at the 

and/™/with them $ you need not meet 
thea 



them at thtAle-boufelmd drink, with them.Though 
you may not with a few of the moft godly fepa-

. rate from the publike communion of all the refts 
yJl^ycy°cU k e e p a m o r e imi™K familiarity 

4 W l t h t h o f e few, than with all the reft . And i f 
• y ° u W l U confider, this is all thatisneceffary to 
1 y° a-* own duty, and that which is. beft for Vonc 
» own edificatien. Keep thus to a ftrianefs with-
• J

r

n t l ;e bounds ofyour own place and calling, and 
• Cod wi l l blefs you in fuch a ftrianefs. 

D I R E C T , X V . 

Underfland well how much it hath pleafcd G$d> 
to lay all m e n s %09d or evil, bappinefs or 
m t f e r J > »po» their own choice: And ob-
jer-vc tkereafonsofit, that you may not 
appojethts order of God. 

THough God by his grace muft change the 
perverfe difpofition of mens wi l j s , before 

they wil l make a gracious choice; yet i t is moft 
certain, that the teachings, commands, exhorta­
tions and reproofs of God , are direaed to the 
mil of man : And that the promifes and threat-
nings, merdes and judgements, are ufed to more 
and change the w i l l : And that in the tenor of 
his Laws and Covenants Chrift hath fet Life and 
Death before men, and put their Happlnefs in 
their own choice; and that no man fhall have 

• better or worfe than he made choice o f ; that is, 
none fiiatl be either happy or mifcrable, but as 

they 



11 o Mens mn mil muft chsof ? 

they did cho&fe, or refufe , the caafes of happinefs 
©r rrufery. And the rsafen of ibis i s , becaufe 
NMHrtl-frte-mily was part of the Natmal-imWj 
of God on Adam ; and tt is as natural to a man t̂ > 
be a free-agent, as to be Reasonable % And God 
will govern Man as Man , agreeably, to his w 
lure* 

Therefore do not wonder i f £hnrch priviltty(S 

are principally left to mens own wills or choice, 
when their falvation is left to i t . 

Indeed God would not have any man admit­
ted into the Church and to its communion, tfj 
bis oven vpayy and on bis mn terms : The way and 
terms are of Chrifts appointment: That they muu 
Trofef Faith and Repentance is his appointed con­
dition : that the Minifler muft be the puklike 
of thisprofeffion j and accordingly receive them 
folemnly by Baptifm0 and that they muft enter un­
der the hand of the Key-bearers of th : Church; 
A l l this is of Chrifts. inftitution. But whether 
th;y will make this profe'Tion or noc ? and Whe­
ther they will make it in truth or in faljhod ; ana 
whether they wil l live according to i t , or play 
the hypocrites and live contrary to it f Thefe are 
at their own choice. And good re2fon , for the 
gain or muft be their own. I f any be in the 
Communion of the Church, who either never nt^de 
frofejpon of Chriftianity , cr who is proved before 
them to have apoftatized from that profetfion, or 
50 live impen'uently in any profefm, after the Chur­
ches admonition, itisthePaftorsfault j and your* 
i f i t be by the neglcft of your duty. But if any 
other be there i t is their own fault, and the low 
and hurt muft be their own. j f any one tb»tp^Oj-



or refufi their Mercies. i 

feffeth Chriftianity ignorantly, unbelievingly, 
and hypocritically be there: or i f they come to 
the Sacrament whileft they live in fecretor open 
tin, before they have been openly admoniihed by 
the Church, i t is their own fin *, and not you but 
they lhall bear the blame. God leaveth fuch 
matters to their own choice: and as they choofe 
they fpeed. And for us to grudge at this order 
of God, is but to quarrel at wifdome and good-
nefs, and to correct Gods order by our diforder. 
The man that came in without a wedding gar­
ment, is blamed, and bound hand and foo t , and 
purufhed: But the Minifter that called him in 
and admitted him, is not blamed; becaufe he did 
as he was bidden.- He went to the high-ways and 
hedges and compelled them ( by importunity) to 
come i n , that the Houfe might be filled: Not 
are any that came in with him blamed , for 
having communion with fuch : For they were 
in their places, and did as they were exhort­
ed to do. And fo wi l l i t be in the cafe that is 
before us. 

D I R E C T . 



i i a What Profefsion is credible. 

D I R E C T . X V I . 

Though the profession of Chriflianity which ex* 
titulethmen to Church-communion, r»»ft 
he credible : yet remember that there are 
divers Degrees of credibility ; and that 
every Prof efsion which is not proved falfe 
is credible in fuch a degree,as mufi 6e ac* 
eeftedby the Church* 

P Rofefion of Cbriftianity is every mans Church-
title. No manistoprovethefincerity of his 

own profeffion; nor may the Church require fuch 
proof at his hands; For how can a man prove to 
another the fincerity of his own heart ? But the fvM<r 

teftimonyhe givethof i t , the better it is: And 
therefore none fhould refuft to make his own pro-
feflion, as fully credible to the Church as he is *• 
ble, no: is the Church to be blamed for enquiring 
after the full eft credibility, fo be it rhey do it , but 
ad melius ej[et and not ad ejfe ; not laying his title 
upon i t , nor refufing him for want of i t . But 
every profeffion/tt fuchfi$ credible in fome degree, 
which is not difproved. Becaufe men are under 
God, the only competent judges of their own 
hearts : And the belief of one another is the 
ground of humane converfe : And it is an injury 
to any man to account him a lyar, without fuffi-
cient proof.- He that will difprove a mans pro-
fefli'on, muft prove f i r f t , that he doth not to'era-
blyunderftand what he faith j fecondly, or that 
he fpeaketh not ferioufly, b u t i n j e f t j or not vo* 

luntariiy? 
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W lantarily, but in hypocrdie by conftraint, or for 
I iomebycnd; Thirdly, or that he contradi&etk 
I h * s ° ; v « words by fome more credible words or 
, deeds. And j f you never- yet thus dif proved mens 

m P r o feji ion of Chriftianity before the Paftors of 
I I l n e Cnurchfahd y e £ c r y c ' d t agftinftthe Paftors 

J ° r admitting them, you are not * w Reformers, 
H v^difordcrly Mutineers, and peevifti cenfurersin 
• we Cnurch of.Chrif t . Ch rifts orders, and mens 

^ § h t > and all Church- jaftice, muft not be trod-
G en down and facrificed to your humour, andar--

• batraryway. 

D I R E C T . X V I I . 

Knw> how far either Grace or Gifts are neccf-
m t 0 a Minifitr j that jm may aive totB 
grace and gifts their due, 

THere have been two great qneftions which' 
long have troubled the Church, whether we 

may take him for a true Miniftcr .of Chrift , that 
is ungodly* And what meafure oLGtfts is necef-
farytothe being of the Minif t rv ? I have care­
fully anfwered them both in my Difpnm ion cfOr~ 
dt^tion long-ago, and fhall now cnly fay in-brief. 
F i r f t , thit no ungodly man is fo called to the M i -
nif t ry^ as to tjccufc himfttf .before God for his 
ufurpation and hypocritical adminiftrations. Se­
condly., But many an ungodly man i£fo far called 
to theMini f l ry as that his admin ft at ons are all 
ialtd to the Church, and \ he inmcm yto]>h fhall not 

L have 



114 Gifts how far necefjary. 

have the lofs. Thirdly, no people fhould chsofe 
and prefer fuch an ungodly Minifter before a bet­
ter. Fourthly, but they fhould rather fubmit & 
fuch than have none, when a better cannot ( by 
them) be had. Judas had a place in the MiniM 
with the Apoftles, All. r . 17. Andhis miniftra-
tion might be valid to others, though his hypocri-
fie might turn i t into fin to himfelf. And his mi-
niftry might have been accepted of the people, 
though they had known his hypocrifie as Chrift 
d id : But a {mere Apeftle was to be preferred be­
fore him. 

And for Gifts, Firft the greateft degree is hefty 
and fecondly, Cod maketh fo great ufe of them, 
that many an hypocrite wi h excellent gif ts , doth 
edifie the Church more than many good men that 
are ungifted. Thirdly, but that meafure of 
Gifts only is necefl'ary to the Being of a M i n i f t e r 

Without which the ejfential parts of snstffiee cannot 
be performed. 

Learn therefore to prefer them that have me$ 
grace and guifts 5 but not to take them for no Wm 

tnfiers that want grace totally, or wantonly * 
greater degree of Gifts. And marvel not that 
are more neceffary to the validity of miniftranon 
than Grace is. He may perform the office of * 
M n;fterto the benefit of the Church, that ha t n 

no faving.grace at a l l : fo did Judas : fo did thole 
in Math. 7. %\* that prophelied and caft out de­
vils in Chrifts narrte, to whom he will yet fay > 
Depart from me ye workers of iniquity, I J 4 " 0 , 
you no t : For Grace is to fave him that poflefletff 
i t : But Gifts are to teach and profit, other?-
Yet Grace i jan exceeding furtherance of the r ig^ 



Of Univerfal Communion, \ | j 

and fuccefsful ufe of g i f t s : For ordinarily he 
I that fpeaketh from the heart fpeakcth to the heartj 

I when an unexperienced hypocrite fpeaketh with­
out life. But fometimes a dulnefs and want, of 

| utterance in the fincere, and a natural and affe-
i c*ed fervency in the hypocrite, with a voluble 
I tongue , do obfcure this difference ; and mike 
I *" e hypocrite the more profitable to the Church. 

D I R E C T . X V I I I . 

tinder[tand well the necefsity of pur Commu-
nton with all the Univerfal church , and 
wherein it conftffeth, and how far t$ he 
preferred before your Communion with an] 
particular church. 

W i th the Vniverfal Church myfiicalMvL muft 
have communion by the famefpirit , the 

fame regeneration, the fame Faith and Love , and 
thtfame Laws of God ; and obedience thereto. 

W i t h the Univerfal Church viJiblc,you mult have 
communion, in the fame Profefon of faith and 
repentance, and the fame baptifm, and the fame 
fort oZminiftry mdpublike mrjbip, fofar as they are 
miverfalty determined of by Chrift. And though 
you are abfent in body, you muft be as prefent in 
fp i r i t by confent> with all the Churches of Chrift 
on earth. You muft have ffiritual communion 
With the whole fpiritual Church, and vifble com­
munion in kind ( i n the fame Rule of faith, and 
kind of worf l i ip ) with ail the vifibls Church; and 

, L 2 Lccal* 
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t cd-frefemUl communion with that f ^ f r ? 
Church where you are prefent,and with any other 
where yorfr prefence afterwards may be need* 
f u l ; unlefs they hinder you by unlawful terms* 

So that it is not the fame kind nor mcajnre ofc 
Communion which you are obiiged to hold wiuj 
all ; But you muft have Communion with all 
men as a man % and with neighbours as zneighb^j 
and with relations according"to the relations civil 
or domeftical j and with all true Chriftitns, as a 

, truefbriftian.i and with all frofejfed Cbriftt'*' > 
as a profefd Chriftian j and With the f f f ^ j f 
Church of which you are apart, as a partoi tha 
Church. And w i t h your bofome Friends ana 
intimate Companions, as a Friend and Companion. 

And yet in all this, you muft communicate 
'with no Church or perfon in their fin it f e l f : a n , 
yet not refufe their Communion in good, though 
mixt with fin.You muft own all the frayers of all 
the Churches in the world , fo far as they are 
gocd, and joyn infpir i t byconfent, as ^ ]c.. 
corccrred with them in prefence , and made a 
their prayers to be your own (As you do by tn 
prayers of the Church where you are prefenW 
I f there be diforders or fmperfe&icns or linnu 
blemifhes in their prayers, you muftdifowna 
thofe faults, but not therefore difown any part 
all their prayers which arc good, but defrre 
Have* a part in chem and defire the pardon of tncir 
failings- !i. : e f 

And here you may perceive what a m i i a " , 
. pievifh reparation is on both fide?. I t b , n d e r 

yo i from priying ai Ight for others, as the pnem 
tersfcou:ddofora.fthebody i And itnmder-
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eth you from partaking in the benefit of the pray­
ers of moft of the Church of God on earth. I n ­
deed God may hear thole prayers for you which 
you your felves difown: But whether thjs may be 
expeeied, according to the ordinary, courfeof his 
dealing, i$ m ach to be doubted : feeing he huh 
made every mans mil or choice the ordinary condi­
tion of his participation of fuch benefits, i t is 
hard to conceive, that he that abhorreth the pray­
ers of other men, or taketh them for fuch as God 
abhorreth, or wil l not accept, and in his mind 
difowneth all participation, and communion in 
™ e f T * , fiiould yet have a part againft his w i l l , 

of this more anon. 
As your Baptifm maketh you Me t t e r s of the 

univerfal Church, in order of nature before you 
are members of a particular Church ; fo your re­
lation to the Univerfai Church is more noble, more 
nectary, and more durable, than your relation to 
any particular Church: It is more noble, becaufe 
the Society is more noble. 

The whole is more excellent than a lutle part : 
I t is more wcfftry ; becaufe you cannot be faved 
and be Chriftian-; without being members of 
,the Univerfal Church : But you may be Ch i l l i -
ans and be faved, without being a member of any 
ftated particular Church. I t is more durable^z-
caufe you can never feparate.from the ilnive fal 
Church, or ceafe to be a member of i t , without 

I being Separated from Chrift : put divers ocean­
ic ons may warrant your removeall from a particular 

H Church. Live not therefore in thofe narrow and 
dangerous principles, as if your Congregation 

<or your party were all the Church of Chrif t ; or 
t 3 as 
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as i f you had no Chriftian relation to any other 
Minifters or People, nor owed any duty to tnetf 
as Members of the fame Body. But remember 
that all Chriftians, Perfons and Congregations 
arc but the Members of the Kingdom of Chriir. 

D I R E C T . X I X . 

Hake heed tf engaging yourselves too fai i f i 

any divided Seel, or of efpoufing the inter 4 
t>f any party of Chriftians, to the negle& # 
injury of the common inter eft of the V ' 
verfal Church, or caufe of Chriftianitf 

I 
Doubt not but among feveral ranks of Chn-

. ftians, the foundeft and moft upright are to 
be beft efteemed, and (ceteris partita) their Com* 
munion to be preferred, before theirs that are 
more unfound and fcandalous. But its one thmg 
to prefer the eye or hand, before the foot; a nc-
ble member before a more ignoble; and ano-
ther thing to own a Setlasfuch, or a partyas they, 
either divide from others, or take up a dividing 
oppofite intereft. You are fure that t n e ^ -

verfal Church of Chrift can never erre againft the 
^ M / i O f C h r i f t i a n i t y , nor againft any truth or 
duty eeceffary to their falvation. For then the 
Church were no Church, and then Chrift were 
not its Head. And then the body of Chnft m»gn J 
perilh : And then Cbrift were not the Saviour or 
his body. But you cannotTayof any w * 7 4 r ' » t ^ • 
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you are fare that fart lhall never tail away and 
A A peri i l i . There may fall out a neceflity which 
'tii may warrant the Body to cut off a hand or leg, to 
1M fave the re f t ; But no corporal necefficy can war-
*5jH rant you to deftroy the whole; nor any one mem-
Wm ber to forfake the Body, before i t is forcibly 
$ cffr cutoff. 

He that feeth not how the efpoufing of parties 
and divided interefts, doth corrupt moft C h n f t i -
ans in the wor ld , and lacerate and deface the 
Church of Chri f t , doth not underftand or not ob-

1 fetve the condition of mankind. I t is fomewhac 
// rare to meet with any ferious Chriftians, who are 

•Pti not fo deeply engaged into fome Sett or Side or 
ft jtf f*rty, as to darken their judgements, and per-
Ap vttt their affections as to all the reft, and to cor-
j f t rupt their converfe in the world : How blindly 
{• Jy do fuch look on all that is good in thofe that d i f -

^ fer from them ? How partially do they judge of 
0 r \ the judgements and pra&ifes of others ? Ho.v 

^jicjj fmall a thing wi l l fervethe turn , to excufe the 
0 i A <faultsofanyof their party ? And how fmall and 
W o common agoodfeemeth excellent in them? And 

0$'\ how perverftv do they aggravate the faults of all 
o t ; } that are againft their way ? As i f every infirmity 
' ^ K vvere a crime , and had no excufe-? yea, they are 
,,ifZ oft glad to hear of fome mifcarriage in them, for 

J M which they may fpeak againft them. And very 
$h readily take up fuch reports, and are the willing-

. j r f tongues of flanderous fame : And in all this theic 
\ A fa&ion makerh them impenitent : For they 
r $ I ithink it tendeth to the difgrace of the other Par-
\M t y , and fo of their Caufe, which they account an 
V erroiir; and confeqiently that God bath ufe for 
fa M t h 2 l C 
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th^ir malicious Calumnies to his glory. . 
What company can you come into of forward 

Chnftians, but they are talking a<>ainft thofe of 
other parties ? (except a few true entire Christi­
ans,; who are-throughly pcffefled with the loving 
companionate fpir i t of their Lord, and have re­
ceived the true impreffion of the Gcfpe!-) And u 
you mark thecaufe you wil l find it is a [eclarhn 
//>iWf,'that prevailed! againft the 'fitholick fPiril! 

of Chriftianity. And in no left mcre,than in thofe 
that pretend to be the only fithoHcks, and to do 
all this againft the Se&an-s as fuch ! What 
hitter lies do the Pbpifh fe&s under the name o£ 
Catholicks daily vent not only againft Lftth'r9 
Calvin, and other Re'ormers, but any that ftana 
againft the peculiar intereft of their party. An4 
they that can get the upper hand-and by worldly 
advantages become the domineering fe&,do th nfc 

( that thereby, they are exempted fcom the name 
and number of V a r i e s ; and that ill are fectarie* 
that queftion their authority, and do net absolute­
ly obey them. 

i n all their difcou'rfe the ftigmatizing of diffen-
ters is an ordinary part! Qne fide reproacheth 
the other as Hereticks and' Schifmaticks; Ana 
the other reproacheth them as hypocrites, forma-
Jifts, and -pharifaical perfecutors : And every 
party think that all this is a part of Cbrilban 
zeal; and i f they did i t not they fhould be guilty 
of lukewarmnefs end neutrality, and confenting 
to the fins of others. And thus the Church 9J 
Chrf t is engaged in a war a°ainft it felf : A " d 

when *1I men fhould know "them to be Cunits 
difciples by loving one anceher ; mcft men tfyf 
• J ° • - perceive 


