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What 4 mercy 1t s toshe pesple. o7 :
truth fhould -havs upon your Church-Commu-
nion. , : ‘ s

- Do yon fay that your neighbours are not to be
accounred members of the Church,nor to be com<
municated wigh Who took them into the Church
by Baptifm > Was it nota Minifter of Chrift?
¥ you fayno , you muft prove. your accufation.
Ifyou grantit, was it not ‘his Office fo todo?

‘Hathnot God ‘made his Minifters Judges whom
they are to baptize > And afterward alfo whom
to catechife and inftruét and admitto the com- .

If then they are admitted by an entrnfted Officer,

# Will you venture o afurp the place, yea andeo do

| them the wroug to fay that they 2re no members?

‘ Is it any of your tru} or work ? T pray you mark -

o Whata‘mercy ivjs to you , that the Officers and

" | notthe privite members are entrufted with this

B work. Firll, ifit were yonr work 5 you muft fa-
dy and be able to perform it Seeondly , you

‘Ml watch for it , and conftantly attend it.  1f a

Heretick perwert the Text of Scripture, you muft

| convince him by your skil in the Originals, orin

. thefenfe. How many hundred or thoufand per-

of fonsare thare in aParifh tobe tried p The worft

g Of them mufi have 4 hearing and juft trialat leaft,

¢ Ocfore you can refufe him lawfully : And how

s 2ccurarely muft chis difScult work be donz; that

the weakeft be not denied his right, nor the un-

{hed and exhorted to repentance ? _And are yoia-
ble and willing vo leaveall your callings, todo alf
this 3 e owki (WY dbuciks £y
If the iilini/i:} that doth it, maft fay by the
K bubnefs

Murion of the Church ? There is no donbt of it. 3

1t aamitted ? How long muft a finrer be admoni-~
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;é T é, bawﬂpfﬁcer: for Difcipline.

bafinefs of the world,” how think you ehat you cat
do the fame without laying by yotr worldly biifi-
nefs 2 ' If be muft have fo many years [earning a0
preparation, ¢an yordoit withox 3 Miftake noty
it is not for Sermins only that' Minifters need 2l

- their learning and labour ; but alfo for the difci=.
pline and guidance of th flocks. Thirdly, and.-¥¥
1t be your work, yow muft ‘be accountalle for it be-
fore God. Anddo you not fear fuch a reckoning?
And if thefe bufie people had their wifh, woild
they notbein a worfe cafe than the moft dom®
and lazy Minifter? ;

- Confider it well, and you will find'that you a°
not at all bound to know what the fpiritual ftare 0%
any man is, as he 15t6 joyn in Church-commit-

» nion with you, 'bat upon your Paffors traff an
word. ~ Whether their underftanding be futficr
ent at their admittance , you are pot any wher®
called totry: buethe Paftoris: And if hehave
admiteed them, you are toreft in his judgment

* (‘unlefs you would andertake the office your
felves ) whether their profeffion of faithand e~
pentance be ferious and credible, you are not
called to try and judge = Butif your Paftor have
sdmitted them, he hath numbred them withthe
vifible Chriftians : And it is the erzdibility of th°
Piffor that you have to confider; and by him yo¥
muft judge of the credibility of che profeflours

_ and net immediately by your own trial, Who 4r¢
the verfons that yon fhall meet at a Sacrament
or in publike Communion , you are notat all 16;
qairedto try 3 And if you never faw them befgf_
or heard them fpeak, yon may perform your ¢

: ? . ar
ty neverthelefs Indeed if as a neighbonr Y led

:
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Who mufk try Memberss ;

Callzd co infl-u& or counfel or comfort them,you
muftdoit : Bug there may be five thonfand inone
hurch with you, whofe names or faces you are
not bound to know ; butto reft inthe knowledge
of themto whom the keyesare committed , who
according (o their office rake them in. :
O But what ifthéyare noscrioafly wicked ¥ 2t
L ke blind 2 ‘
. “Anfw. No: you muft de your beft by neigh-
bourly watchfulnefs and help (thoughnot by Pa-
oral Government ) to reform all about you,
Vhom yon are 2ble to do good to, - And if youn
know them tobe fo bad, you muft privately ad-
‘monifh them, 25 is proved ; and them if they hear
1oty tell the Charch : But if you fee 2 man in the
Church at the Sacrament, or a thoufand men,who
i'¢ unreforthied, and you know it not you have
¥, 1o reafonrto avoid the communion of fach: And
g 1fthere be 2 thoufand in the Church whofe cafe
- you are flrangersto, th s may be no'fin of yoursy
and fhould be no impediment of yoar commu=
nion, :
 Obj. Burwhar if cirmil negligent Minifters will
letin all intg the (Furch by Baptifm and give thews the
Lords Sappers Shayy it be thies yn their power to corrmpr
the Charch : And mnft we joyn with thens and take ne |
B careoficd o o P ST s
nfw. There is no perfon in any office or
truft ;' but may too eafily abufeic: And the more
¥, neble the work and truft is, the greater is the fin
g® - and calamity of fuch abufe, And no doubt buta _
ad unfaithful Minifter is one of the greateft fin=~
Ners on earch, and-one of th: moft pernicious
Plagues to the Chur¢h,  Which could not be,un=
: EF . lefs




XG0 What must the peaple do.

s

lefsit were in his power to do very mach-bust.
But it will not follow that therefore yon muft
take hisplace, and become the Church Gover-
nours, ortryall the peoples fitnefs your felves.
1fa Judge be bad, you may fay what an intolle-
rable thingisit, that one man fhall have power
t0 give away mens eftates, and take away the
lives of the innocent , and to acquit the guilty-
But for all chat you muft not mend it , by ftep-
ping up into the judgement feat your felf 5 and
faying, that you or the reft of the people will
_ doitbetter, Some body muft be truftedwith it-
If you are fitteft, offer your felf to the office. The
thing that you mut dois, to do your beft to de-
liver the Church from {obad a Paftor : Ufe all
your wifdome and diligence toamend hjm: And
1f you cannot do that, ufe all your intereft to gét
him out, andgetabetter : And if you cannot
do that, deliver your cwnfoul from him, by re*
r.oving to a becter, if you are free ; But if as fer”
vants or children or Wives you are under another
Government which reftraineth you , be patients
and ufe fuch means as God provideth for you-
This isthe true way of your Church-duty , a0
not tothink that ycn muft have 2 knowlf:c'!g_ﬁ-"f
the Godlinefs of all that you communicate withs

or that yon muft refufe communion, if the Paftor -

be remifs and negligent, A
. Obj. But will it .t be my fin if I communicate wit?
[fuch as T knoss to be nosorionfly wicked 2 swhen a binile
leaveny leavenerh the (ump. ;
eAsfw. It will be your fin if you obey not
Chrift, Mat, 18. 15. in admonifhing them ; an

foif it be long of you, that they are not rcmovco_;«
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When Paflors corrups the Church. * tonr,

- Or if youdo not your duty to reform the Paftor
~orremove him: But otherwife if they be there
without your fault, it is no more your fin to

- communicate with fuch men , than it is to Ijye
- and converfe with fellow fervants,that are wic-

ed 5 when it is not you,but your Mafer that hath *

- the choice of them,

And the leavening of the Iump which the Texe

fpeaketh of, is the tempting of others to the like

fin 5 and not that the innocent fhall be held guilty

Of it : nor were the words {poken to the people

o perfwade them to do the Paftors work, or o

°Parate from the Church; but to the Paftors

£ perfivade them to caft out the finner 3 a0

%o the people to perfwade chem to execuee their

Seatence, (‘and the Apofties in particular. )

It would rule and quiet people, if they knew +

the truft and work of the Pattors, from their
-own. £ 01 ,

DIRECT. 4 & 80 :
Well fiudy the gracious Nature and Ofice of
- Fefus Christ, and his great wgadine[s to re=
cezve thofe that come to bim | though weak
in faith 5 and his backwardnefs to refufe
- fuch Commers 5 that [0 you may defire a
Church-difcipline that s [nisable 10 the
Nature and Office of Chrift, and 10 she de-
\ fgn andienor of the Gofpel, 4
CHriﬁs omward Difcipline is agreeable to his - y
) inward, - As thofe that come to bim by fqi:,/:; ‘ L
. K3 ¢
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hc will in no wife caff ot or reje& 5 > thofe that
come to him by profeffion of faith, hz would not
bave his Minifters in any wife reje&. And co?”
ing to Chriff when he was perfonally on earth, 4

fignifie the following of him in prefence, asWe

as believing in him : Jufk fo far 25 men will com®s
fo far they fhall be received by Chrift: If they

will come but  towards him, he will ot pre the™

back.  If they will come but ro his vifible Charchs
by 2 dead profeflion, he would not have his Min'”
ﬁers.rc:pml,fe them. The outward priviledges of
the vifible Church which they come to, they fha ;
poflels. If they will come over to the Charéh of
the reganerate, they fhall be {aved. ' But wher®
ever tgcy ftop it fhall be their own doing. M20Y

came to Chrift when he was on earch,, whot e |

pever repulfed, though be was maryelied at &0
grudged at for entertaining them. —Some€ame
fo far as to own his Name, and did Miracles by 16
that yet did not follow him : whom the Apotties
would have hindered, but Chrift reproved thef
Mar. 9. 38. Luk. 9. 49. Some came onlyt0re”
ecive 2 Cure of their Difeafes from him;’ whoo?
his Difciples fometimes repulfed, but {0 didnot
ke : when Litefe children were brought to fim,
his Difciples rebuked thofe that bronght €h2Mm 35

 thinking them unfic for his regzgtion . but Chti
1

rebuked chem for their forbidding of fach gefis.

When he eat and drank with pubficans and fin-

finners, and when he received the kindnefs of 3
g)lman that had bin a great finner, the Pharifees,
¢enfured him therefore asungodly : Bat yet ¢
would not abate hisclemency. ~Many at this A2y
can fcarce digeftit, that he featforth a Ful@ 10
e RES . an 2 Pfcacb
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Curifts readinels 10 recéivemen. 103

preach the Gotpel, when he kn=w that he'was a
thiefand an hypocrite ; and foreknew that hetwyas
a Son of perdition, and would beeray him, and
that the Devil would enter intohim; ‘yeas knew
that he was a Devil. Fob: 6.79. & 13.72::ye2,
that this Fudas thould be one of the twelve feledt
Apoftles, and one of the Family of Chrift.  Yet
Chrift repulfedhimnot ; And if he did ot par-

- take of the Sacrament at hislalt Supper, it was @

not becanfe Chrift did eurn him out, but becaufe

he went away himfe!f. And accordingly the A~
poftles received 300> atonce into the Church,

upon their fudden profeffion of repentance, even

~of fuch as had killed the Lord of life. And though

Simon Magus wonld not come out of the gall of
bitternefs, andbond of iniquity, yet was he not
keprout of the vifible Church, when he profefled /:
 to believe and defired baptifm. Le '

Indeed if menwill not come fo far as to'the 1 p- 44

profeffion Of true faith ard repentance, they are not ta ¢

be received into the:Church § Becanfe th: Church

is aSociety of [wch Profeflonrs : - And if they will

. Dot come, they cannot be received. The Church

and Sacrament muft not be altered, and made a-
nother thing than Chrift made it,for the receiving

of another fortof men. ‘We muft nocdo asfome

that would have no profeffion of faving faith and re-
pentance, butonly a confent to learn, required-of
them that are baptized ; and fo baptifm changed

into another fore, which Chrift never inftituted

and the Church never ufed to thisdag. Bur<if
Chriftians had well ftudied the compaffions of

a Saviour, a0d the tenour of his Gofpel, and his
pra&ice npon earth, and inftead of - a furly flying

: ‘ 'K 4 from
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104 Ter Peace is for Holinsfs,

from their neighbours, and ground|lefs cenfuring
them , were poffefled themfelves, ‘with thaclove
and tenderne(s wh'chis the Evangelical temper,
and the image of their Lord; it would ‘put a0
endto many of our divifions, and bring usneeret
the truth and one anotner, S

~

- DIREGT. x.

Tetleft yourun iuto the werfe extreans yemin:
- ber ftill thas the defiroying of fin, andibe
fanﬁifying of mans nature and life by re
covcring us to the ohedience and Lo’vf'of
Godswas the defign and work of the Redecs
mer: And that Holin (5 and Peace muft

- gotogether i And that the outward erder
;nf difcipline of thewifible Church,muft be
fubferviens 10 the inwayd [pirituality a¥
profperity of the regencraré Church s And
#0[uch favour muftbe fhewed vo finners, 45

\ favoureth and firengthneth their fin'y and
bindercth the increafe of helinefs,

IT is woful work which ungodly Pafters mike
‘in the vifible Church , under the name and
pretenfe of Zinity s Concord 5 Peace and Order
Wlhen an €nemy to true holinefs, hath che manag-
ing of thefe,you miy eafily imagine how they will
be nfed: Buc fad experience hath told the Chriftian
world, thefe 13 0 years more doleful things thn
cotld gtherwife have bin imagined. The compafli-
’Bh whi-h Chrift fhewed to finners was to conx;irt




Holyland #nboly i’eace. ‘ ﬁtog

and fave them from their fin: But che compaflion
which carnal Paftors thew them , is to harden
them intheir fin, and make them believe thatre-
pentance and holinefs are but hypocrifie or need-
lefs'things. The Xnity and (oncord which Chrift
-intended , was ‘2 Pnity in himfelf -and a Con=

¢ord in holy Obedience to his Lawes : But
1t 1§ 2 Tnity in che will of man and -2

proud, which Treacherous Paftors do require.
Itis 2 Peaceable progrefs of the Gofpel , and ana~
timons ‘endeavor to convert ard fan&ifie and fave
the wotld , which Chrift requireth us to pro-
Mote : Butit is a Peaceable enjoyment of ‘their
OWn profperity , wealth and honour, ‘and a peace-
able forbearance of aholy life, which Wolvifh
Paftorsdo defire. It is:an Orderly management
of holy do&rine, worfhip and converfation » for
the edification of the flock , and the increafe of
godlinefs; which Chrift commandeth. Bac itis
anabfolute obedience to their wills, ‘and an exa&
obfgrvance of “their new-made Religions, and
needlefs fcandalous inventions,  and an adoring of
their titles and robes of honour, covering their
1gnorance, pride and fenfuality, which Church-
tyrantscall che Order of the Church, All Chrifts
indulgent tendernefs and Difciplines are but to
furtber his Holy defigne, of killing finand fan&i-
fying fouls. ~ But the /mages of. Piety , Govein-
ment, Unity , Peace and Order, which Hypo-
crites and Pnarifees fet up, are devifed engines:
to deftioy the Life and ferious practice of the
things themfelves, and are fetup in enmity againft
fpirituality and holinefs, that there might be }1110-
- ' otheg

Concord in obeying the Difates of the

;i |
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106 ‘ Agé;u/} u}zgodl] un‘iﬂty 3

other Piety, Government, Unity, Peaceor
Order in the. Church, bur thefe lifelels I«
mages., 7 basg.

It is far from the mind of Chrif¥, thatno dif-
ference thould be made berween the Holy and the
profane, the precious and the vile : Or that fe-
rious pisty fhould be fupprefled or difconraged s
or faithful preachers hindered from promoting ifs
orignorant gractlels Minifters countenanceds
under pretence of Peace or Order, ~ The defigh
of Chrift was not like Mabomes’s , to get bimfelf

% anecarthly Kingdom, and numerous followers
meerly to cry np his name: And therefore he
will not indulge men intheir fing, nor abate OF
alter the conditions of his Covenant, to win dif-
ciples : He will have his Minifters deal plainly
with all to whom they preach, and let them kno¥
chat without felf-denial and forfaking all ( ineft:
mation and refolution) and a willing exchange ©
earth for heaven, they cannot be his true Dici®
ples : Norwithout a Profeff confent to thus much,
they cannot be his wifible profeft Difciples : But
all that will not repent muft perifh.  And there-
fore in their Baptifm they muft profefs a renug-
ciation of all competitors. His Minifters alfo
muft impartially exercife the Keyes which he hath
committed to theirtruft, and muft not fear the
faces of men, who at moft are able but to kill the
body. L. x2+4. They muft difcern betivesn
the rightzous and the wicked ; and draw all fcan-
dalous finners to fepentance, or elfe exclude them
from the communion of Saints, that the wor’
may fee that Chrift isno friend to prophane per-

fons, or fenfual flefhly bruits. ~As Chryfdfome
‘ comman-
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and Peage, . o

commandeth the Preshyzers mot to 2ive the bo- =

dy and blood 6f Chrift to the unworthy , though
e were the greate{t Commandér or wore a Dia-

dem, and profefleth that he would fuffer his own

blood to be fhed, ‘before he woulll give the blood
of Chrift to the uaworthy : And as blefled 2Padl
would become 2ll things to all men to winthem,
and commandeth us not to pleafe our felves, but
to pleafe onr neighbours for their good to edifi-
cation: And yet when it came to the flattering
of menin'their fins, he faith that if e fhould fo
pleafe men, he fhould be no longer the fervant of
fift. And as to his ows intert/% in mans efteem,
he faith, with me it i a fmall thing to be judged of
204y or of mans judgmenr,  Rom. 15. I, 2,3.
1 Cor- 10. 33. Gal.r.10. 2 Tim. 2.4. 1 Cor.
4. 3. Takeheed therefore of pretending Unity,
order, peace, or charity,1gainft the fricteft obe-
. dience of Gods laws, or againft the faithfal prea-
ching of the Gofpel, and exercife of true Church-
difcipline, or againft the neceffity of the ancient
profeffion of faving fuirh and trae=repentance 1n al
that will be admitted to the communion of the
Church : 1t is not an ungodly unity 5 peace or
order that we plead for- - £33

“
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108  Be fbri&t in private familiarity.

DIR E’"CT; IV, Lol

Thongh your Governours and not you muft

“Jdge what' perfons [ball be of your publike

Churchecommsunion > Yetit g yos thas mﬂﬁ

. Iwdge wha are fit or wnfit for your privatt

« company- and familiarity,” Hepe therefort
exercife your fricinefs in your own part.

As 1t 800t yo, but the King that muft judge,
who fhall be of the fume Kingdome with
you : nor the fervant buc the Mafter , thae muft
‘¢hoofe who fhal be inthe family with him:Nor the
feholler bue the Schoolmffer that mug choole who
fhalbe of the [amme Schosl with him.So it is not yodty
But your Paffor that muk judg who fhall be of the
fame Church with you. Asto the Univer(al vifible

. Charch, thisis confeft by all : And there is 1O
" reafonwhy it fhould be denied of parsicalar Char-
r-9%- ches, asis proved.  But whe fhal] be your Pa-

fors or your Maffers , your hasbands or your
wives, if you are yet free , you your felves muft
be the choofers : "And who fhall be your intimate
companions,or your bofome friends’: Here there-
fore make as ft& 2 choice as you can, If you
meet 2 prophane perfon atthe Lords Table, it is
his own fault, or the Paftors : Bat if you keep
company needlefly with fuch, or marry fuch, itis
your own fault. If che Paftor do not excommu=
nicatethem, you may choofe not to be familiar
with them : Though you muft meet them at the
Cosreh and pray with them ; you need not nk’f;t
. . ghes
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J them at the Ale-houfe and drink with them.Though
you may not with a few of: the moft godly fepa-
rate from the publike communion of alf the reft;
- yet may you keep a more intimate familiarity
with thofe few, than wich all the reft, And if
- you will confider, thisis all thatis neceffary to
yourownduty, and that which is. beft for your
own edificatien.  Keep thus to a ftri@refs with-
in the beunds of your own place and calling, and
God will blefs you in fach a ftri@nefs,

'DIRECT, XV.

Underfandwell how much it hash pleafed God,
1044y all mens good or evil, bappinefs or

Mesis own will muit chaofey &c. 109

" e ——

-

mifery , apon their own cheice : And ob-~

ferve the reafons of it thar Yon may not
oppofe 1his order of G’od’,n ftad .

" Hough God by his grace muft change the

& perverfe difpofition of mens wills | before
they will make a gracious choice s yet it is moft
certain, thatthe teachings, commands, exhorta<
tions and reproofs of God , 2re direted to the
#ill of man : And thar the promifes 2nd threar~
nings, mercies and judgements, are ufed to move
and change the will : And that in the tenor of
his Laws and Covenants Chrift hath fet Life and
Death before men, and put their Happinefs in

their own choice; and that no man fhall have
-betteror worfe than he made choice of : that 155

Bone fhall beeither happy or miferable , bu’tb as
- : they
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thY did \cboafe‘ or 7€fi§ff 5 the c‘”/'“' O.f ha};;)—i—nefs
or mifery. And the reafon of thisis, becanfe

© Natwral=free-will, waspart of the Natural-imifé

of God on 4dam 5 and it is as natural go a man tO
be 2 free-agent 5 as to be Reafondble;  And God
will.govern Man as Man , agrecably. to his #4=
tures T 5! - i Stk

Therefore do not wonder if (hurch priwilé‘dg”'
are principally left to mens own wills or choicts
when thelr [alvarion is left toit.

Indeed God would not have any man admit-
ted'inco the Church and te its communion, i1
“bis own way, andon his own terms: The way and.
terms are of Chriftsappointment : That they mil
ProfefS Faith and Repentance i3 his appointed ¢07=
dition ; thatthe Miniffer muft be the publike judg?
of this profeffion ; and accordingly receive them
folemnly by Baprifm, and chat they muft enter uA~
der the hand of the Key-bearers 6f th: Church 5
All this is of Chrifts inftitution, But whether

. they will make this profeffion or not ? and whe-

ther they will makeitinerurh or in falfbiod 5 and
whether. they will live according toit, or play
the hypocrites and live contrary to it 3’ Thefe are
at their own choice. - And good resfon 5 for the
g4in or loff muft be theirown. ~ If any be in vthe:_
Communion of the Church,who either never made
profeffion of Chriftianity , or who'ig proved before
them to have apoffatized from that_profe(ﬁon , ot
%o live impenitently in any grofSfin, after the Char-
ches admonition, 1t 15 the Paltors faule 5 and. Jours
ifitbe by the negle& of your duty.  But if any
arher be there it is their own fault, and eae TofS
and hurt muft be their own, If any one tbsft P{){c?l;*
. R S 1 ;




L or refufé their Mercies. 188
fefleth Chriftianity sgnorantly , unbelievingly,
~-and hypocritieally be there : or if they come to
the Sacrament whileft they live in fecretor open
fin, before they have been openly admonifhed by
the Churchs it is their own finy and not you but
they {hall bear the blame. God leaveth fuch
matters to their own choice : and as they choofe
they fpeed. And for us to grudge at this order
of God, isbuttoquarrel at wifdome and good=
nefs, and to correét Gods order by our diforder.
- The man that came inwithout ‘2 wedding gar-
- Ment, is blamed, and bound hand and foot , and
punithed : But the Minifter that called him in
and admitted him, isnot blamed 3 becaufe he did
as he wasbidden : He went to the high-ways and
hedges and compelled them ( byimportanity) to
come in, that the Houfe might be filled : Nox
are any that came in with him blamed 5 for
havipg communion with fuch = For they were
mn chesr placesy and did as they were exhort=
ed to do. And fowill it be in the cafe that is
before us, ALIORIRTR S
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112 What Profefsion is credibles
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DIRECT: XVL

Thasgh the profefsion of Chriffianity which ena
sitnlethmen 10 Church-communion , wift
‘beiredible : yer yemember that theve e

 divers Degrees of credibility 5 and that

every Pro e]siq‘n which ¢ notpro'vtd f 41ﬁ

- erediblesn [uch a degree,as must be 46e
septed by the Church, :

) &ofeffion of Chriftianity is every mans Churciie
- title. No mzn is to prove the fincerity of Dif
own profeffion ; nor may the Church require fach
proofat his hands; For how can a man prove @
anat@er the fincerity of his own bear: ? But the fuller
teftimony he giveth of it the besteritis : AD

therefore noné thould refu/e to make his own pro*
feffion,, as frlly credible to the Church as he 152=
ble, noz isthe Chureh to be blamed for enquiritg
after the fulleff credibilizy, fo be it they do it,but
* ad maelins effe, and not ad ¢ffe 5 not laying his vitle
uponit, nor refufing him for want of it, But
every profeffion as [ach,is credible in fome degrees
which is not difproved. Becanfe men are undet
God, the only competent judges of their oW
~ hearts : And the belief of one another is the
ground of humane converfe : And i¢ is aninjury
10 any man to account him alyar ; without fuff-
cient proof, . He that will difprove a mans pro-
fefflion , muf} prove firf}, that he doth not to'era=
bly underftand what he faith ; fecondly, or that
he fpeaketh not (erioufly, but injeft 3 or not ¥O-

luptarilys
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lunearily,  but inibypocrifie by conftraine, or for
| fome by end s Thirdly; or that he contradiéteth

1s ovn words- by | fome more credible words or
deeds.. And if you never-yet chus difproved mens.
- profeffion .of . Chriftianity. befose tbe: Paftors of

the. Church and yet cry out.againft the Paftors
. for admitcing them; you are not trae Reformerss:
but diforderly Mutinecrsy and peevith.cenfurers in
- the Chureh'of Chrift. - Chrifts orders, and mens-
- tight; 'and all Church-juftice,, muft pot be trod=;
en down and {4crificed to your: ﬁm;; our, and ars,
lirax:y way. : 163
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DIRECT. XVIL *

 Kanow how far ither Grace oy Gifts are necef-
A4TY 2o Minifter s that Jou may give bork

Grace and Gifts their dué, .

i

~® -~

great queftions which
‘& !long have troubied the Churchy whether we
- Maytake him for a true Minifter.of Chrift » that
1sungidly: And whar meafure of iGifts is necef-
faryto the being of the Minjftry 2. I have care-
| fally anfwered theém boch in my Difpmeation of Or-
| dination long 280,.and fhall now cnly fay i brief,
Firfy that nowngodly man is [o called to 1he Mi-
niftry ; a5 to_excnfz bimfeif before God for his
- ufurpation and hypocritical adminiftrations, Se-
.condly, But many 2n ungodly man is/o far called
rothe Minifiry as that his admin @ at ons are a]l
- ¥abid ta the Church and he imsocens peopl: fhallh not
, L ave

T Here have been two




;?4' G?ft.‘f kow far necef[ary. o

have the Jofs. Thirdly, ne people fhould chaofe
and prefer fuch an ungodly Minifter before a bet-
ter. Fourthly, but they fhould rather fubmit ©
fach than have mine 5 when a better cannot ( by
them) be hads  Fudas hada place in ‘the Miniftry
with the Apoftles, 4é. y, 17. And his miniftra-
tion might be valid to others, thongh his hypocrt-
fie mightturnitinto finto himfelf, And bis mi
= niftry might have been accepred of the peﬂpl,ea
/ though they had known his hypocrifie as Chriflt
| did:  But a fincere Apeftle was to be preferred be-
fore him. :
And for Gifts, Firft the greateft degree is befts
. and fecondly, “God maketh fo greatnfe of the! »
| that many an hypocrite wi h excellent gifts , dotf
| edifie the Church more than many good men that
are ungifted. Thirdly, but thar meafore ©
Gifts only is neceflary to the Being of a MinifttX
f without wiich the ¢ffential parts of %ﬂs office cannot
’ be performed. -
: Learn therefore to prefer them thac have moft
| grace and guifts 3 butnoe to take them for no /21~
| * wifters that want Grace tarally, or want only #
‘ greater degree of Gifts.  And marvel not fh?t q_‘f”
| are more neceflary to the validity of miniftranio”
{
|
|
:

than Grace is, He may perform the office 0 .
M nifter to the' benefit of the Church, that hat

no faving grace atall : fodid fudas : fodidt ofe
in Marhe7. %8+ that prophefied and caftout de-
vilsin Chriftsname , to whom he will yet 27>
Depart from me ye workers of iniquity, 1 k“‘“}’r
younot : For Grace is to fave him that poﬂeﬂet

1t : But Gifes are to teach and profit others-

Yet Grace isan exceeding furtherance of the f‘a% 3
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and fuccefsful ufe of gifts: For ordinarily he
that fpeaketh from the heart fpeaketh to the heart;
when an unexperienced hypocrite fpeaketh withe
out life. ' But fometimes a dulnefs and want.of
utterance inthe fincere , and a nataral and affe-
- Sed fervency in the hypocrite, with a voluble
- tongue , do obfcure this difference ; and make
the hypocrite the more profitable to the Church,

———

DIRECT. XVIII.

Bnderftand well the necefsity of your Commen=
| #ion with all the Univer[sl Chiurch , and
wherein it confisteth, and how far to be
preferred before your Communion with anj
Particalar Church, :

VV Ith the Univerfal Chigrch myftical,you mufk
V' have communion by the famé [pirit , the
Jame regeneration, the fame Faithand Love , and
the fame Lawsof Gody and obedience thereto,
. 'Withehe Zniverfal Church vifible,you muft have
communion, in the fame Profeffion of faith and
tepentances and the fame bapri/m, and the {ame
Jort of miniftry and publike worfbip, (o far as they are
 #niverfally determined of by Chrift. And though
you are abfent inbody, you muft be as prefent in
{pirit by confent, with all the Churches of Chrift

with the whole fpiritual Church, and vifible com-
msnion in kind (in the {ame Rule of faith, and
kind of worfhip) with ail the wifibis Church; and

S Local=

E

on earth, You muft have [piritsal communion .
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o

L-cal-prefential communion with that partions”
Clarch where you are prefent ;and with any other
, where ‘your prefence afterwards may be necd
ful; unlefsthey hinder you by untawful rérms:
"$So that it isnot the fame kind nor meafare ©
Communion which you are obliged to hold Wit
all ; But you muft have Communion with 2"
men as amani and with neighbonrs s 2 neighbonts
7 -and with relations according to the relations civt
or domeftical 5 and with all true Chriffians, 35 3
, true ﬂnﬂian; and with all Pr(,feﬂ}d Chriftians »
as a profeffed Chriffian 3 and with the pﬂrtimlﬂf
€hurch of whichyou are a part, as a part of ‘that
Ghurch. -And with your bofome Friends 40
- antimate Companions, as 3 Friend and Companions
_And yet in all this ; you muft communicat®
withno Charch or perfon incheir finiit felf : 37
yet not refufe their Communion in good, thotis
- mixt wich fin. You muft own all the prayers of 4l
thé Churches in the world'; fo far as they 37
good, and joyn in fpirit by confent , as if yeu
corcurred with them in prefence , and made al
their prayers to be your own (As you do by the
‘prayers of the €hurch where you are prefent-
If there be diforders or imperfeckicns orfinful
‘blemifhesin their prayers, you- mufl difown all
thofe faults, but not therefore difown any part =
‘all their prayers which are good, but defire 10
Have a part in eheim and defire the pardon of theit
failings. G
~ And here you may perceive: what 2 mifchief
. pievith {eparationis on both fides, - Tt hindereth
{o 1from praying aright for others, as the mem=

Lok Bronid dofor a.Lthe body 3 And 1t hind::‘l;

r
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eth you from partaking in che benefit of the pray-
- ersof moft of the Church of God onearth. In-
deed God may hear thofe prayers for yon which
- you your felves difown : But whether this may be

| expeded, according to the ordinary, courfe of his =

- dealing, is much to be doubted : feeing he hath
- made every mans will or choice the ordinary condi-
- Bon of his participation of fuch benefits, it is
. bard to conceive, that he that abhorreth the pray-
| ©fS of other men, or taketh them for fuch as God
 abhorreth, or will not accept , and in his mind
ifowneth alf participation, and communion in
them , fhould yet have a part againft hiswill,
But of this more.anon. X
As your Baptifm maketh you Métbers of che
Univerfal Church, in order of natare before you
. are members of a particular Church ; {o your re-
fation-to the Univerfal Church is moye noble, More
neceffary, and mors durable, than your relation to
any particaliz Church: Xt is mare moble, becaufe
| the Saciety is more nible. S i
The whole is more excellent than alircle part -
Itis more niqffary 3 becaufe you cannot be faved
- and be. Chriftians without being memb:rs of
tie Uoiverfal Charch : But you may be Chrifti-
i ansand be faved, without being a member of any
 {tated particulac Charch,  It'is more dirable, e-
gt .caule you can never feparate from the. Hnive {al
i Church, or ceafe to be a member of it, without
.being feparated from Chrift: Bat divers occafi-
-Ons may warrant your removeall from a particular
Chuarch. ~ Live not therefore in thofe narrow and
.dmgetous principles , as if your Congregation
g -Or your party were all g‘xe Church of Chrift ; or
. : 3 33.
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x18  Own o Pariy to the injwy

as if you had no Chriftian relation to any other
Minifters or People, nor owed amy duty t0 them
as Members of the fame Body., But remember
thar all Chriftians, Perfons and Congregation®
are but the Members of the Kingdom of Chritt,

e
sy

DIRECT. ¥Ix

Take heed of engaging yonr felves tos f.d?“ w

any divided Sedt, or of efposfing the inté! ef
P  of any party of Chriftians, 1o the negled 0"
f sjury of the common interef} of the Unb
| "Uerfal\ Cb(m'ly, or caufe of cbriﬂi;zﬂily-

Doubt not but among feveral ranks of Chri”
ftians, the foundeft and moft upright arc to

be beft eftcemed, and (caserss parilms) their Com-
munien to be preferred, before theirs that 2r¢
more unfound and {candalous, Bat its one thifl
to prefer the eye or hand, before the foot; 20"
ble member before a more ignoble ; and 200
ther thing to own a S:é as fuch, or a party 35t
either divide from others, or take up a dividing
.oppofite interet. You are fure thac the #ni-
werfal Church of Chrilt can never erre again the
¢ffentials of Chriftianity, nor againft any cruth of
duty peceflary to their falvation, For then the
Chugch were no Church, and then Chrift \H{Cg"
not its Head. And then the body of Chrift migh"
perifh : And then Chrift werenot the Saviout Ot
hisbody, But you cannot {ay of any 67 pm,; oau

U
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yon are fure thas part fhall never tall away and
perith, There may fall out a neceflity which
may warrant the Body to cut off a hand ot leg, t@
fave the reft: Butno corporal necefficy can war-
‘Tant you to deftroy the whole ; nor any one mem-
ber to forfske the Body > before it is foraibly
cut off. :
He that feeth not how the efpoufing of partics
and divided interefts, doth corrupt moft Chrifti-
ans in the world, and lacerate and deface the
Church of Chrift, doth not underftand or not ob-
ferve the condition of mankind, Itis fomawhat
rare to meet with any ferions Chriftians, who are
Mot {o deeply engaged into fome Set or Side o
947ty as to darken their judgements, and per-
41 Vvert their affe&ions as to all the reft, and ro cor=
f* | rupt their converfe in the world : How blindly
' dofuch Jook on all thatis goodin thofe that dif-
} fer from them ? How partially do they judge of
the judgements and pra&tifes of others ? How
ks fmall a thing will ferve the turn; to excufe the
(¥ £aults of any of their parcy? And howfmall and
:common a good feemethexcellent inthem 2 And-
how perverfly do they aggravate the fanlts of ail
- ghat are againft cheir way ? Asif every infirmity
gl'y were acrime, and had noexcufe? yea, they are
#% oft glad to hear of fome mifcarriage n them, for
* which they may fpeakagainft.chem. And very
readily take up fuch reports, -and are the willing-
' tongues of flanderous fame = Andin all this their
?\ £1&0on maketh them impenitent : For they
ghink it tendeth tothe difgrace of the other Pare
2y, andfo of their Caufe, which they account an
~ errour; and confeqiently that God hath ufe for

5 ~ their
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thair malicious ©*Calumaies. to. his glorys 1o . |

What company canyou'come into of forwar
Chriftians, but they are tajking againft thofe of

other parties 3 (except a few tme entire Chrifti-
ans, | who are throughly peflefied with the [0ving
comipaffionate fpirit of theiz Lord, -and have re-
ceived the trie impreffion of the Gofpel.) And if
you mark the caufe you will find it 15 a fecharien
Jpirit, that prevaileth againft the. Carholick /pirit
of Chriftianity. Andin po fe& more,han 0 thofe
that pretend'to be the only (atholicks, and to o
all this againft  the Se&arjes ag fuch | /Whit
bitter lies dothe Popifh fe&s urider the pame of
Catholicks daily vent not 'on!y‘againﬂ Luthers
G alvin, and other Re'ormers 5 butany that ftand
againft the peculiarintereft of theic party. A
they that can gerthevpper hand-and by worldly
advantages become the dominezring feét,do th % 4
that thereby , they are exempted from thename

“and'number of feCtaries 3 and that all are fectarses

that queftion their authority, and conoct abfoluee=
1y obey them. e

In all their difcouwrfe the ftigmatizing of diffen-
ters is an ordinary part ! Ope fide reproachetl
the other as Hereticks and Schifmaticks; An

“the other reproacheth them as hypocrites, forma-

difts ; and pharifaical perfecutors.: And €¥esY

“party think that all this is a part of Chriltian

zeal’y and if they did it not chey fhould be guilty

of lnkewarmnefs and nentraliry ; and confenting

“tothe £ns of ‘others. . And: thug the Charch ©of
- Chr ftis engiged in 2 war againft it felf : AD

when all ‘men fhould know them to be Chrifts

" difciples by laging one ancgher 5 mcf} wen H3Y

5 perceive




