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thair malicious ©*Calumaies. to. his glorys 1o . |

What company canyou'come into of forwar
Chriftians, but they are tajking againft thofe of

other parties 3 (except a few tme entire Chrifti-
ans, | who are throughly peflefied with the [0ving
comipaffionate fpirit of theiz Lord, -and have re-
ceived the trie impreffion of the Gofpel.) And if
you mark the caufe you will find it 15 a fecharien
Jpirit, that prevaileth againft the. Carholick /pirit
of Chriftianity. Andin po fe& more,han 0 thofe
that pretend'to be the only (atholicks, and to o
all this againft  the Se&arjes ag fuch | /Whit
bitter lies dothe Popifh fe&s urider the pame of
Catholicks daily vent not 'on!y‘againﬂ Luthers
G alvin, and other Re'ormers 5 butany that ftand
againft the peculiarintereft of theic party. A
they that can gerthevpper hand-and by worldly
advantages become the dominezring feét,do th % 4
that thereby , they are exempted from thename

“and'number of feCtaries 3 and that all are fectarses

that queftion their authority, and conoct abfoluee=
1y obey them. e

In all their difcouwrfe the ftigmatizing of diffen-
ters is an ordinary part ! Ope fide reproachetl
the other as Hereticks and Schifmaticks; An

“the other reproacheth them as hypocrites, forma-

difts ; and pharifaical perfecutors.: And €¥esY

“party think that all this is a part of Chriltian

zeal’y and if they did it not chey fhould be guilty

of lnkewarmnefs and nentraliry ; and confenting

“tothe £ns of ‘others. . And: thug the Charch ©of
- Chr ftis engiged in 2 war againft it felf : AD

when all ‘men fhould know them to be Chrifts

" difciples by laging one ancgher 5 mcf} wen H3Y

5 perceive
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Sufpect Religious pafcions. 121
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perceive that they have (00 much contrariéiy to
the Chriftian nagure, by their endeavouring to
- make each other odious. And all becaufe inftead
of dlﬁinguiﬂxihg the members of the Jame Body by
their feveral. offices and degrees, weare grown to
make [everal Bodjzs of them > and to fet one part
agamftanother. -How many a Kingdomes con-
yerhon from Infidelity hath been hindered ? and
oW many a fiithful Minifter filériced or reproa-
cied ? and how many excellent Chriftians flande-
red and vilifiedp and how many blamlels cuftoms,
forms, and praifes acc fed? and -how many in-
1tMities ageravated as mortal crifnes, by a ﬁdi‘ng
faltions difpofition, and to promote the caufe an
intereft of 2 Se&. Therefore.- as yon love your
- ntegrity and peace, keep up an impartial uni-
- Yerfal Iove and horour to all Chriftians as fuch,
*-and take heed of 2 d.viding fpirir, :

DIRECT. XX =

Be veyy [ufpicions of your ‘Kéligiam pafsions
- oo and carefylly diftinguilh between a foxm_;’
- anda finful zeal left you (howld father
yowr fin omthe [piris of holinefs, and thisk

‘that you are moff pleafing cod 5 when you
offend bim, ~ °, ° SRR

\’ E are feldome more miftaken in jiftify-
¥ ¥, ing our felvesthan inonr Paffions: And
when our Pafions are Religiows the miftake i both
#ft eafic and moft perilions ;. Eafe, becanfe we are
b apt
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éptto be moft confident , and not {afpect [h_c.m,
the matter feeming fo great and good, about which
they are exercifed. 'And Perilows, becaufe the
greanefS and goodnefs of the marter , doth make the
errour the grearer and the worfe. 1 have fhewed
before how eafie it is, to think that eur Religro
pafsions, areall the works of the fpiric of God:
For we are apt to eftimate them , by the depth
and earneftnefs which we feel, But excellent
perfons have been here miftaken, as Fames an

Jobn were, And notonly fo, but when the pal- .

» fienisup, the judgement it fzIf is feldome to be
far trufted ; Foritinclineth us to err in all things
that concern the prefent bufinefs. Therefore
Rill remember the difference between tras ze4l
ano_[ falfe : And know that he that isupright it the
main, and whofe zes] for Chriftianity is found,
may yet have much zeal tha is unfound with it.

Firf}, It is an ill fign when your zeal is raif
about fome fingslar opinion which you haveowned
and not for the common-falvatisn and {ubftance ©
the Chriftian faith or pra&ife. O ac leafh,when
your odd opinion batE a greatey proportion of your
zeal, thin many more plain and neceffary truehs,

/Secondly, when your zeal is moved by any
perfonal intereft of your own: By honour of dif-
honour ; By any wrong thatis done you, of 30y
reputation of wifdome or goodnefs, which licth
onthe caufe. Or at [ealt when your aws interys
hath too large a proporzion in yeur zeal, .

Thirdly, when yonr zeal is more for the inkr=
eff of your party, than for the Univerfal Charch,
and the common caufe of Godlinefs, and Chrt-

ftianity ; and can be content thit foms drtrimi’;‘
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True and falfe zeal. ng

to the whole , may farther the intereft of the
parey. R TR L : <

Fourthly; when your zeal tendeth co burt and
cruelty, and wonld have God rather to glorifie bis
Juftice by fome prefent notable judgement ; thin
Dis Mercy by patience and forgiving : And when
Yyour {ecret defire of fire from heaven , or fomede-
frukion of the adverfaries is grearer than. your
defire and prayer for their converfion. The fare
mark of true zeal is, that it is zealous Love: It
maketh you love your neighbours and enemies more
fervently than others do: But falfe zeal- maketh
you more inclined o their [¥ffiring 5 and to re~
proach and burt them.

FEifthly, Itisanill figne when your zealis be-
yond the proportion of your snderffanding: And
your pradence and experience is as much lefs than o-
ther mens, as your zeal js greater.  Trus zeal
hath fome eguality of Light and Heat.

Sixthly, Icis anill ignwhen it is 2 zeal which
is eafily kept alive,and hardly reftrained: For that
theweth the {lefh and the Devil are too much its
friends. The true zeal of the {pirit doth need
the fel of all holy means, and the bellows of
meditation , and prayer to kindleit: and all is
too little to keep it up in the conflancy thae we
defire.  But carnal zeal will burn of it felf with-
out fuch endeavours, :

Seventhly, Itisanill figne when fome feét or
falfe-teacher was the kindler of it3 and not the
fober preaching of the truch. S

‘Eighthly , And itis anill fign when it burneth
in the fame fonl where Isff and »rath and pride and
maljce burn ; And when it profpereth at the fame

' % : tme
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‘time, when the love of God, and.a heavenly mind
and life decay, The zeal of a fenfualift, of 2
-proud man, of a covetous man, of a felf-conceited
: ;f.em%»ty perfon; can hardly be thought a fpiritnal
© zeal.. S i
9.~ And it-is andll fign when it carrieth you
.fron_l,;he holy rule ; and pretendeih to come from
’ ( -afpigit wl_n,ch will not be tryed by the Scripture :

, ©Or when itdriveth you to ufe means which GO
forbiddeth in - his Worid : and putteth you upon
ways which the fealed Law and Teftimony coi*
demn: It cannot be of God, which is againft

Gods Word, ' AT, ;
ro. Laftly, itis a fufpicions fign, whenit1s
contrary to the judgement, experience and z¢al
of the generality of the moft wile, experienced,
tryed, fober, godly Chrittians 3 and fo to the or-
dinary working.of Gods Spirit in other men, Who
are asgood as you. . For Gods Spirit is not con-

trary to it felf. b

By all thefe figns you may.eafily perceives ow
the dividing zealgofyaoSc& zs 2 fe)é:tp, doth diftet

v+ #rom the genuine Chriltian z2al. The one is a zeal
for fome fingalar opinion 3 The other is a zeal for
Godlimfs and Chriftianity, The ons is kindled by
fome intereft of our own religious reputation : the
~«otheris kindled by the interet of the will and
glory of God.  Theonz is for the firepgthning ‘?f
8 Party » The other is to increafe the Courch #ni=
werfal, and promoze the common caufe of Chri-
ftianity : even when fome particular truth or duty
as the Muter of it, yetthe general canfe of gilt=
nefsisthe end.  Th: oneis a burning, harting <4l

even th: fame which hath mads matter for If;
: ' ma




.fD'i"widing Zéal what~ 12§

- Many Martyrologies, and frightful Hilories, by
mquifitions;torments, prifons, flames, mafficres
and bloody wars: And the:fame which hath fi~= |
+ lenced fo many faithfirl Miniftersy and difturbed
fo many States'and Churches: The other isa zédl
- of Lovéswhich maketh men fervent in dving good t0
| Others : The one canfeth men‘to revile and de-
- fIpife and cenfure and backbite; and zealoufly to
~ Make all diffenters feem odious, “that the hearers
~ May abaje their love to them.’ The othermak-
cthus value al] that is good in others, and to hide
their nakednefs, and to make them better, *and-to
Provoke the hearers to Jove andto good works,
The one tendeth to divifions 2nd fidings and fe=
- Parations and- diftances from our brethren;- and
to feed contentions : The other is a zeal for #=
7Y, amity and peace.. . The ope is the complexion
Of,the-_we:k:,: and childifh, the proud , and felf-
conceitedy“the peevifh- and firrly fort of Profels
- fours : "Fhe other is the zeal-of folid knowledge,
and of the prudent ,‘fhumb]ef, meek and:weH
- grounded fortof Chriflians. > “The ope isa zeal
- which flyech moft outward, againft the fins-of o-
~ ther men, 'and can live with pride, znd covetotif-
nefs;and felfifhnefs, and fenfuality at home : fuch
ferve not the Loyd Jefms, buc their own Lellies; Rom.
16. 16, 17, "The other begipneth at homey 'and
-confumeth’ all ‘thefe vicesin the heart 3 and 'as
“z¢al increafeth humility, md meeknefs, andlove,
and felf-denyal, and temperance, and heavenly
mindednefs increafe.  The one iseafily got and
~eafily kepr, and hardly ‘kepr unider | O how eafie
is it to get and keepa contemptuols, cenferious,
batkbiting ; dividing or perfecuting zeal } Bgc
: : the
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126 Trucand ﬁl/e zeal di/fermccd.

the other is not fo much befriended by Satan ot
the flefh, and therefore muft be preferved by
prayerand meditation, and very great diligences
How hard is it to keep up a zealons Loveof God nnf#
Mdan ¢ and a fervour in all our heavenly and {pi=
situal defires 2 Abate but your diligence and this
?ﬂ“ prefently decay : when the fierce, contends
ing, hurting, feparating and perfecuting zeal doth
ieed no fuch fuel or labour to maintain it - The
eneis kindled by the enflaming cenfures of fome
rafh and paffionate Preacher, that knoweth bet-
ter how to kill Love than to canfe it 3 ox by che fin
gular conceits of fome Se@ary or Divider; Of
by the backbitings of fome Daeg, or malicious
Calnmniator : The other is kindled by the hum-
bie; and heavenly preaching of che Gofpel;and by
the meditations on Chifts example, and 2 fludy
{0 imicate him.and his Saints in patience 5 for-
bearance, fo-giving othersand doing good.  The
oneisa zeal which carrieth men from the Seripturts
to pretenfes of {uch revelations, and infpirations,
and impulfes as have no proof, but the feeling
and fancy of the perfon : or atleaft; toabufe the
‘Word of God, and plead it for that which it con-
demneth: It provoketh men ‘to fome unlawfil
pra&ife, under pretenfe of mifinterpreted textsy
and of good ends and meanings. The other fhil

putteth you upon good, and ftrivéth againft evils
and goeth for tryal of every caufe to the Law 20

tothe teftimony.  Laftly, theone is a zeal whick
pretendeth the fpirit, and yet goeth contrary t©
thecommon workings of the fpirit, intheé mol

part of the beft and wifeft Chriftians, But the

other is the common vita] heat, which anim““&_
a
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Abhor Back-biting, 127

all the body of Chrift, and a&uaceth all hisliving
members ; and keepethup love and holinefs in
the Church 3 and is che fame inall humble hea-
venly Chriftians in the world. It will be of great
ufe toyou, inorder to your ownandche Chur-
chespeace, tounderftand and obferve the dif-

ferel‘ncc betweenthefe contrary forts of religious
ze2 ‘

——

DIRECT, XXI..-°

Lend not & patient ear to back-biterss much

- defs mufkt you haftily belicve thews when they

- [peak ill of others: But [bew your detesta-
#t0mof that fin | though they fhould be moft
” "’Sf'“‘ people thas uwfeit, and do it upon
a religlons pretence, > s

Donot fay that it is always nnlawfil to fpeak
that which isill of another behind his backs
Sometime wicked men will take occafion o ju-
flifie finit (elf,by the advantage of a finners name:
And fometime they will magnifie the vertues of
fome wicked man, or of fome of their feét, on
purpofe to caft reprozch on godlinefs, or to make
others odious by the comparifon, Yet in fuch

cafes we malt reprefs their malignity more bya*
defenfive than an o}mﬁw oppofition. But the n-
fual courfe of back-biting in all forts of men, is
finful. The back-biter (how great or learned
or religious foever ) 1s but the devils minifter, to
; preach



£28  Back:biting and Cenfuring.
préich'down thie fove of others, and to exhort your
t0 haee'yotit brothess' or toabate your charity t0
him. And be'thac patiertly *héarkeneth to luchs
X ﬁaﬁakégibf'thcix{iﬁn;i 7 Anidihe that believeth
« + chem; hath takeénithé infection.  “Mof} of our 0-
dious thoughts'of otliers, ‘and-ciir falfe: and 10~
! &haritable cenfires, dé come- in this way. For
’ the moft part, mencenfure and feparate and per<
A fecute moft, where they are acquainted leaft, but
go by hear-fay, and judge of menby backsbiters
mif-repores : And acquaintance_and familiaricy
ufially reconciléth thems “and flieweth them thetr
&crour. .. You think it is a fair excyfe for yoU
when you either believe o report evil'of another
to{ay,, that you' heard it from” very honeft and
zeligions, or feverend perfons 3o or you heatdit
from many; and confidently uteered.” . But God
hath not allowed von to receivé back-biters, .be-
caufe they are godiy ;" or becaufe. they are man)
This very age and time doth experimentally con-.
fure this excufe : In which it is fo common 2
‘thing, for falft reports and rews 1o 'b”e‘“utfrtclaf
_with confidence, and that By mulittides , and ma-
ny of them religio’s, and’ yet neithier trath. not
~ground atall 5 for what is {aid. ©~ Back-birersy 4r!
haters of God_ dre conjoyned Rarsi 1-36. Hethnt
back-Litesh noc with' his tongae; “nor dorh evil o bis
neighbour, nur takell up 4 veproach agsinft bi Arigh-
Lowr is_one chat hath the mirk of a Cirizen of
Zign, Plal. 15,3, " An' angry” ‘countenance ™)
drive away a back-Liting tongue. Pro. 25, 33. P
‘ was afraid of that whichwe all now feel the evil
“oF, even ¢his évil fpirit which T am now dete-
&ing. 2 Cor, 13,20 Leff therebe debarés, ¢ ’,‘:27:
35 ingés




Agdinft Cenforinfnefs.  yag
ings | wraihs rifes’, back-bitings , ‘whifperings ;'
/ wellings, tumulrs, and fo God would humble him ' = -
among tnem. Rebuke back-bitings and whifpere
775, Or you wilt hardly avoid the reft of thefe i-
Drquities, Tt may be che report which you hear’
maybe all falfe : O¢it may be it is fome lit=
te matter made much greater than.it i, Or
1t May be fome part of the trath is concealed and
fome” circumflance which wonld make itbetter,~et
- underftood, However, ifit be true , when the,
Teporter hach no call to fpeak it, or when the
-accufed is not heard fpeak for himfelf, and you
‘never hicard what he Kath to fay, there is finand

injuftice in ‘the back-biter , the believer and
l§p01'tcr. . :

ety o oo T B

DIRECT, xXil.

M ake not your [elves Judges of other mens
 acionsy much Lefs of their fate, before you
bave acally and before you bhave [ufficicnt
acquaintance or proof s of the perfon and of
thecafe, - S

VEry common reports and very confident pre..
_V f{umptions,may all prove injurions and falfe,
Youmay hear that fuch a family is prophane, and.
that fuch a perfon bath no religion, that fucha one_
#i3$ coverous, & fuch a one erroneous, & c.and when
A3t comes to the trial,it may all prove falfe. How-.
w SVET it muft be as falfe to you, till you know, or
, Provejtté’'be true s you may be ignorant of ano-,
M thed
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~ {hail'be fojudged of by czh'cf,m'é_ﬁhimffc!f- 1. f,o'f-,.
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13° Againft Cenjorionfnefs. -

ther mans faolts, withont any faultinefs of youi-
own : But you cannot. rafhly cenfure anothef’
without being your felf faulty theugh the matret .
thould prove true.  Juftice muft be obferved 45
well in private as in publike judging. Asno Juage
inany Civil or Ecclefiaftical Coure, maft cof
demn any man without fufficient proof ( which
made Chrift fay 2asth, 18. 15,16. Takeon¢ or
tivo, more, that in the mouth of two or £hIe®
witnefles, every word may be eftablifhed) 0 82
manin his own “thoughts muft condemn his DO’
ther, by any rath or gronndlefs fentence. It 1

fafer for you to judge better of another than e 15

thinitis to judge worfe of him than he is-
many cafes'it may be your duty to judge bettet
of him than heis; becanfe you muft juc‘lge accor”
ding to proof ; Andif the evidence or proof de=r
cejveyou, it is none of your fanltto be fodece”
ved.  And yet-yen are not hereby bound to be-
lieve afalfhood: All that you ate bound to belie¥®
is,thatit is probable that{uch a peifon ig vertuousy
innecent ot incere : And this is no falfhood : f0f
that may be probabie or likely which isncptrne.
Few well confider” of the meaning of Chr

words in Marh, 7. 1,2. Fudge not thatye W;”;”
judged = For with what judgenent ye jndge ]’/IMH o
judged : and withwhat.meafure ye mete , it Jrall e
ricafwred to you again.: 1 doubr not but parc of th?
fenfé maybe, Hethat judgeth without mercy o
another , fhall have judgemert without mescy
from God; a5 St. Fames expreflech it But thats,;
not all ; but thie reft of the fenfeis [And ‘hc_ £04%
judgeth cruelly. rafhly ‘and £21y of bis brothe’s

that
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Cenforioufne[s requised. 131
 that God will canfz ir, but he will permitits and -
therefore can forerel it dnd make a righteous pu-
ithment,of the fin which he doth but permit. Do
'%;Ou nOt know that other men will cenfure and

ickbite you, as boldly and as bufily as you do
cenfure and backbite others. Is it fucha pleafure
€0 you to imitate the Devil, the great accufer, a¢
that you will be as much accufed your felves, and
25 hardly thought of ; rather than you will give ic
Over, R
-, And fee here how fin doth crofs it felf. Moft
of the- cenforious, are prond perfons, who think
others much worfe than themfelves 5 aud there-
fore fpeak worfe of their common and more igno-
*ant neighbours, that they may be thought to be
RO _common nor ignorant perfons themfelves ;
and they are offended with che Paftor of the
Church, for admitting fuch perfons intc commu-
nion with fuch as they : That fo their piety m:¢
be more confpicuous than thejr neighbonrs: when
all this while they are but preparing for theirown
difhononr 3 And others will judge as bad of
them. When ufually the meek and humble and
mercifal Chriftian who judgech hardly of him=-
felf and tenderly of all others ; is' tenderly
and lovingly judged of by all. - The Prelatift
faith, | what obftinate perfons are thefe Non-
conformifts, Theydo all to keep the approbation
of their party ] And are they not requited by ma=
ny of them whom they cenfure, who fay [ What
‘temporizing hypocrites are thefe Formahits and
 Latitudinarians { They would turn Papifts or any
thing o (ave their skins,or get preferment. Whag
perjury or other heinous crime will they not

Ty : M2 numbey
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132 Cenfortop(ne[s requited.

number with rhings indifferent. | The Papift
thinks /the Proteftant a Harerick uoworthy t©
live on earth and therefore thirfteth for his bloods
~ And is he not requited by the cenfures of them
chat think that he is but “a blood-thirfly limb of
Antichrift himfelf ? If he think thac the Prote”
ftant cannot he faved, becaufe he is not a memo€~
of the Pope, or Roman Church; the Proteftant
requiteth him oft times with concluding , that a
Papift cannot go beyond a reprobate, norawor
fhipper of the Bealt be faved. If the Indepe™,
cent cenfure the Presbyterian 2s a favoure! of
loofenef(s and formality, the Presbyterian can es
quite him, by cenfuring him o be an enemy t0 0™
der, government & peace,and a turbulent cauie ©
sll confufion. The fame I may fay of all other fedls?
Itis not now my purpofe’ to take parc with a0
of them, nor to fpeak againft any ong of them mor®
than the reft: But to them tell all of their miftake
intheir cenforious way, & how certainly they pré”
pare for the fame meafure and judgement Wit
they give to others. Rom. 14.4. Who art thouiv’
jndgeft-another mans [ervant @ To his own mefter be
Jrandethor falleth s Tea he [ball be boldenzp, for Ged
: 5+ able to make bim [band. — Bus why jndgelt thou 10
brother, or why doft thon fer at nought thy brother ?
#e [ball all fFand befare the judgement [eat of C brift—=
So them every ane of s [ball give account of himfelf £
God, - It is ftrange that thofe men that can 2"
derftand 2 text againft fivearing and drapkenne$
can fee no light nor feel no power in f¢
words as thefe, !

.
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. What [candal 5. 133
AL REL T, Y

Miflake nos the nature of the fin of fcandal :
Think not that it is the bare difpleafing or
greeving of another 5 Forit is the laying
of a Rambling block , tha %y a temptati-
8 0r occafion of finning before another,

,,INdeed the word [ fffend 7 hath occafioned the
L miftake of many in this point, to the great en-
{naring of themfelves and others, Offending [ome-
\Fime fignifieth only Difpleafing or grieving another:
And this is not the frandal which the Sccripture
{peaks againft. Bur it fignifieth alfo the laying
o ©F 3 ffumsbling Llock before another, upon whica
gl he may be occafioned to 11l into finy And this is
t) the ofence which is called fcandal. Abundance of
‘well meaning people;have thoughe that they maft
-Bot ufe any form or words ot order or a&ion ( e-
Apecially if it be indifferent in it felf ) which o-
-thers are difpleafed or grieved at : Becaufe they
think that is [eandal :  Indeed there is a gricving
ochers which is fcandal 5 that is, when by grieving
them we occafion them 2o fin. But confider I be-
feech you thefe two things. : T

Firft, what 2 wretched perfon that is. who will

finagainft God every time that his brother doth |

not humor him? Durft théfe perfons profefs this 0» =
penly with their tongues p Dare you fay,Do not

you ufe fucha form of prayer or {ucha ceremony
for if you do, Iwill finagainft God? What clie
do you mean, when you blame men for fcandali-
g g M 3 zng
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e What [candal 3.

zing you? I hope you do not mean that- 00 o
dy muft difpleafe yous? Ifnot', you moft koo¥ |5
that thisonly is true fcandal, to sceafion you 19 fre 1
And is it not a fhame ‘that you will fin 0 €4
fily? :
3. Andifbare difpleafing had been feandsl, £2¢°
- peevifbmefs and ignorfﬁu fwguld. have advmcéd al
/ that had them to be the Governours of the warld,
For whatis it to govern, but to have all OtB%
obliged to fulfil your wills? And if no man M2
difpleafe you then all muft falfil your wills: A?
‘ he is fcandalens that is not raled by you. And
: this were fo, the moft childifh and womanifh fOrf
of Chriftians, who have the weakeft jodgemer
- and the ftronge®t wils, and paffions, muft ral
t%lc world : For chef: are hardlieft pleafed R
rio man muft difpleafe them. S
_ But I'befeech you remember that feandal 1
in Pleafing men aswell as in difpleafing them W
it may harden them in anerrour , or tempt s
to any fin: 1 will inftance to you but in two 4
: qla_lo{u alls of Peter himfelf, The firfl wis A
Chriftin Maurb, 16, 23, 33. Where he thongl"
to pleafe Chrift and fave him from fiiffering, &
would bave had him to fpare or favour sanfelf
And Chrift faith, Get thee behind me Satan,thot
art an offence to me : the Greek word i$ Ao
dal : thatis, Thou wonldftdo as fatan did> £vd
- tempt meto fin,& negle®t the work which [cam®
into the world about, The other wasin Gal.21® |8
3. Where Peser did fcandalize the Fews by /e v "f- 1%
them! For fear of offending the weak i
Chriftians, hefeparated from familiar commi”

L nionwiththe Gentilgs. By which hel4id 41470

%

>
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Avod feondal impartiaty. 135

bling block or rémptation before them; o har-' |

| den theminche finful opinion of feparacion, I

1t had been dong in onir diyes' many would have

been deawn away with Barnibas, and thoughe that

Perer'had not giveni [randal to the Fewifb Chriftiansy

- butonly feparated for fear of’ fcandalizing them.

- Many a'‘time I 'have the ‘rather gone to the Comti= =

L mon prayers of the publick affemblics, for fear of

1 Ecmga {candsi to thofe fame ménthar called the

. 8oing tothém'a feandal + that is, <for fear of hir-

- dening them in‘a finfuil feparation and erronr : be-

- caufe T knew thag thac was not f¢indal which they

Called feandst that s, difledfig fhim v erof

- fing theif opinions’¥ bt hardenine them inan ers
Tour or other fin, is true’ f;'andﬁ}"z‘"xé)g. Under-

ftand this or you will difpledfe {G6d under pre-

tence pfiav'oigfng Seanidall, O 1590 ¥ DY

fresi =3

DIRECT. XXiva~

N -

' -_,Mdk& con{gi{}!f! af‘fcdndﬂljﬁiﬂgéne Pdff,‘“.‘
owell s another : and shofe .mest whe are
mof} in danger by your offence, i

: MAﬂy perfons pretend che avoiding of fcandal,
"LV R only to Hatter one party and to preferve _
-theis own reputation and incereft with that fide
which they are Jotheft to difpleafe. "And perhaps
difcern not the deceit of their own heartsin all
this; but think thac it is indeed the fin of fcan-
dal which they avoid. Burwhy make you no-con-
fcience of {candalizing others, on the contrary
' < M 4 fide 2

B el s
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1

¢ fide? Who perbaps ase more in pymber,and whol¢
falvation fhould o€ as much defired by you? The
Papitt perhaps will not deliver the Lords Supper
an voth kinds,.nor will forbear his Image- Wor~
1hip, lefthe offend the Roman-Catholicks ¢ But
be careth not much that by fo. doing he offendeth
the Proreftants and other Churches; Nor. that
his Images are fcandal toa[| ,the.Mabomham,’and
keepithem from the Chriftian faith. And. thus
¢very [ect faith s If you do this or that, y{bumu
 {candalize a0d offend man good people: Means
" ang their omn: fide; Bat they rever regard how
many others they fhall really. fcandalize by thé
contrary ¢ One faith, 1tisfcandalons to ufe €X°
temporary prayers 3  And another faith , i 1
{candalous to pray by forms and hooks: And both |
fidesufually meanno more , . bu that theic OWD -
parey will be difpleafed and take it for a fin. But
s be is not {candalized by me, who only taket!
" myaétion tobeafiny but he thatis enfnared by
it any fin himfelf; {o whether it be difpleafirg
+ Ortempiing that you mean, you muft regard ob®
fide as well as the other,  The heavenly wifdome
15 without partialisy and withous bypocrifie. ~ Jame

.

317, v :
- And ufually they talk moft againft {candalizing
7 thofe whom theyacconnt to be the beff: And the b4/
are leaft in danger of finning. And fo they acevfe
them to be the worfl, er elfe they know not what
: ;hc'y fay." For fuppofe a fzparatift fhould fay, It
_¥ou hold commanion with any Parifh minifter of
Church in England, iy will be 2 fcandal to many
2eod people 1 I would ask fuch a one why callyou

. R Ay e A g
pacls gund ol that apq cafly dsaan ta 4G
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Scandal opened. | 137

God ? Nay that will fin, becaufe Ido my duty 24

He will fay , No, they will no fin, but they wiil
take it to be your fin, and they will he troubled at
it? I muft anfiver him, you talk of fzandal , and
know not what [eandal 4 2 [eandal is not troubling

men, nor making them take me for a finner 3 bur |

occafioning thems o fin themfelves by fome unkaw -
ful or needlefs 2& of mine. Therefore if you
know what yeu fay, you make the feparatitis
almoft the worft of men, thatwill fin againft God

ecaule another will nor fin ;: yea if they would
butfin, becanfe another finnerh it were bad e-
nough, T wonld ask you therefore, whether you
take not the people of the Parith Churches to be
more than you ? and to be worfe than you? If you
took them not for much worfe than your felves,
you would not feparate from them, And if you
do think them worfe, you muft think that they
are more in danger of finning , or being turned
from the liking of godlinefs and of the %ofpe].
And if {0, then we are bound to be more afraid
of giving {candal o them than unto y0#4. Are not
men mof} afraid of chrthmwing the children and

€ meak 5 rather than thofe that are ffronger than
themfelves? 1f you are apter to fin and turn from
Chrift than che people of the Parifh Churches,we
thould rather Leparace from yos than frem them,
If not, we muft more take heed of fcandali-
zing them thanyou, :

Obj. Bur Chrift pronesnceth a wo to them thet of-
fend bis little ones. .

“nfw. If by [ dfending them ] be meant only
Perfecuting and hursing them as many think , then
it1s nothing to the queftion in hand, For I hope
G : commse
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38  Whafe fcandal we muft aveid moff.

_c@w;;}ynig@fipg‘ ﬁitbofhﬂ‘! is I'fdfﬁfdrf!thliﬂg ys
And bare [ difpleafing them 7 it is certain that fhe,
textdothriot mean ac all.  Bit if by [ offending
them'] be meant fcandalizingthem, thatis, 13y=
ang {nares before them, whether by fraud or per”
fecution, toturn them from Chrift, and draV
them to fins, thenit corfirmethafl'chat Tf4y:
‘And the term [ Zirt/e onés conteineth the reafon of
the words:Becaufe as lirsle children afe afily overs
thrown 8¢ eafiliet decrived, o the young & weak be-
licvers of ficele fatth, are moft'in danger of belng
rurned away from Chriftor enfhared in any fin of
errour. ,Apd“;l_{‘{:feférc it you chink’ the “Parifh
Churches to confilt '6f weaker perfons than your
felyes, ' the Woe is to. you or us,if we dfen!

them.- ‘ .
g 12 trath 18, tﬂ?ﬂd;ng 'and"(’é}?}ipg'fmndal,- 15
commonly taken in the Gofpel, for any a&io?
{ whicltis not "our neceflary duty ) by which €l7
‘thet Heathens and Tnfidels and enemies to Chrifly
2relike tobe drawn ‘to harder thorghts of ti
Chriftan faith 5 '6F 48 wicked man is like tobe
kept“from a godly Tifz 3 or elfe by which the
young ungrounded andunfetled fore of Chriftians,
‘may be tempredtd turn back and forfake the Faith
which'they have profeffed , “or fail into any an-
gerous fin. And therefore feeing the feparatilt
profefs'to Be fetled in'the faithalready, and ma-
oy in the Parith Churches are weak, and many
averfe to fome difties of Religion, and mors 1
dinger of being turned away, we are hound to be
much more afraid of - giving fcandal to the Part”
thes, thin to the feparatiﬁ_s. .
O5j. Bur (brift carednot for offending fuch j::/;

-




T Who muft not be [céndalz'zed. 139

verfe ones as Herod or the Pharifees? :

eAnfw. Chrift fzared not to difpleafe the grea-
teft, ‘when it would be done by doing good : No
more muft you or they be pleafed by our negle&
of any duty. - But Chrift was againft laying any
trap before either Herod or the Pharifees,to make
them fin, ; ot

And it is not your cenfure of others thar will
warrant us to ufe them as Reprobates, forfaken .
of God, If every manthat can be uncharitable
enough, to call his neighbours Pharifees or ene-
mies of Chrift, without proof, fhall keep us from
communion with them, then the worfe any man
15, the more he fhall be Lord of all other mens
confciences..

[ —
¥

DIRECT, XXV.

Be not over-tender of your reputation with apy
fort of men on earths zor 100 impatient. of
their cenfures , difpleafurey or comempt.

'THc fangs of the cenforious are a2 common *
I & fcandal 5 and as ftrong afnare or temptation
to fome men; ag worldly preferments are too-
‘thers: When we come among men whom we
take for the moft Religions, and hear them keen-
ly cenfure all for hypocrites, or formalifts, pro=
fane or {chifmaticks 5 whoare centrary to them
in opinion or pradife 3 at:thé firft we are in dan- -
ger of being carried away as Barnabas in diffimu-
Latien, and to fay asthey fay, or at leaft complg -
$H T * wit

A
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149 Over-walue not the beft mens cenfures.
W

“with them by ouc-Glence and pradife, left we

fhould be cenfured by them as othersare, Efpe-

cially Minifters are greatly in danger of this {bare.
- For the prophane hate them for their doétrine
-andtheir holy lives 5 And it iz the godly that ar¢

-the fruit of their labours, and the fatisfackion

which they have for all their fufferings, and the
comfort of their Lives : And if thefe for{ake them
and defpife them, with whom fhall they find 20y

.comfort in the world » Therefore they are very

much in danger of complying too far with theit
errours and weaknefles, to keep their intereft in
them : And chey chink it is that they may do them
good.. And perhaps this. was the cafe of Peter
and Barnabas, with the weak Judaizing Chrifti-
ans. For Pasl telleth us Rom. the 14. thatit was
£he ufe of the weak (who thoughe thofe things to
be duties and fins which were not fo )’ to judge the
ftrong, who knew their libercy : Ard it was the
cuftome of the ftcong to defpife the weak * Juftas
at this day, the miftaken fuperflitious Clriftian,
faith, They are prophane that are not again all
that he isagaint: And thofe that fee his errout {2y,
what giddy whimfical fanaticks are thefe # SO
was it them 3 and {0 it is like to be , till God give

theworldabetter mind.  Many a faithful Mini-

fer I have known, who have freely confefled t©

y-me, that the cenfures of peevith (elf-conceite

e

Chriftians , enclined to f{eparation , was 8 far
ftronger temptation to them to forfake or O¥er®

run their own underflandings, thanall the offets
of honours, or ricHes could be on the other fide.

g, when we have fpent our labour

Xt 152 hard thing
and lives to bring men to Chrift, #nd havibig

0



Be above all mens cenfures, 148

them inco 2 ftare of hope and forwardnefs, o be
dhortly after caft off by them a5 formalifis or
temporizers or any thing thac their fick fancies
will call us,  But for all this, it is but one of chofe
- trials which God will have his fervants undergo =
And both Mnifters and private perfons muft be
above the praife and the difpraife even of felf-
- Conceited Religious perfons, before they can be
fit to follow Chrift, as tried and firmly fetled
men.  Stand your gronndif you are in the right.
Truth will bear all your gharges at thelaft, and
- Will deferd it feif and you : If yon plesfe mem
whoever they be ) contrary to God ‘and con-
cience, you are fervants of men , and verily yos.
bave your reward. Math. 6. But you are nolonger
the fervants of Chrift. Gal, v. 10. And you will
never be fetied , but ehange a5 che Moon as the.
Parues or opinions of the cenfurers change. But
ifyou fick to the words of truth and fobernefs,
at laft the {ober part of the Religions will be
your encouragers, and many of the giddy will
come to you by Repentance, whenexperience
hath fhewsd them that which they would not
carnof you, - That which is vertiginous wil at
laft fetele its reft on that which is permanent and
firm: Asboys whenthey have made themfelves
wheel-fick with turning round,, will lay hold on
the next poft, o keep them from falling. There-
fore bear the cenfures of the ignorant. Pleafe
themin all things lawul for their good and edifi-
cation;and become 2l things to all men in lawfal
-way:Bat depart not from the principles or praife ;
Of Chriftian-union, Commnunion, Charity, ot So= -
briery,to pleafe a'dividing hot-brain’d party,nor to. \
e ~efcape

Seeaiiade i |

o



‘142 Live above the Cenfures of the People.

efcape their (harpeft cenfures, He is unfit to be
aPhyfician that cannot bear a.mad mans railings;
or the harfh expreffions of his friends, when 2
phrenfie or feaver makes them brain-fick. Wherr
you have followed them in their violent heats 4
while to avoid their cenfure, either you muft
come back with forrow, or run to the end with

- them, asmany in this age have done to their 0WD;
and to the Churches, and the States confufion 3 of
which is worft of ally God may juftly give you ups

7 10 be of their minds, and to think that way right -
and neceflary at laft, which at firft you only yield=
ed to, in compliance with the heats of ocher men:
And when you have finned againft God to 3Vb_‘d,
their cenfures, and keep an intereft in them; it$
tWo to one, but they will turn on fill further and
further, till you areforced tolet them go, and you
thall in the end be more cenfured and defpifed by
them; than if you had never humoured them at
all. ~ Thefe chings are written in an age Of
full experience, by one that hath feen the proof
m multitudes. ot e
For my own pare, Twill be foingenuous and
thankful ;. to che difingentous and unthankful
world as to confefs; that they have ufed me with
unufual moderation and civility 3 in thac they
have {lill mixed too high commendations with
their blind unreafonable Cenfures, = Bue yet k
muft fay that he is worfe than a-fool who woul;
not be taughr; by fo much experience as I have’
had, of the'vamty of the judgings of the vertigt”
nous world, to choofe 2 more ftedfaft feat for s
reft, than a windmills-fails. - The malicions ¢

~ Jurersand railers onone'fide, and the pe :wj?“::’;
j , wre

7

T el :
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[urers on.the other fide,have taught me to ftard to-
the judgment of God, and to pity-the poor hypo-
cnte , .woo hath no - better a reward, than, the'.
thoughts and praife of mortal men: it

Do fpeak according to the moft common judg~
ment of Pivines?The Se&ary faith,my light is ds~

1¢ ¢ 1 fpeak but by rote, and not by crue illu-

munation, Do I pretend to.add any clearnefsto
the methods or pointsreceved, or to corre any .
€rror whichhath got rhe major Vote of the inju-

icious > Then I am felf- conceited, and a novel-
Lift 5 andif not a beretick, irs well I And the

Onour of all the Divines which are of a contrary
mind, muftbe engaged to promote the Cenfure..
And the fear that fober Chriflians have of novelty
-and errour, muft be called up to make them ab-~

hor aay truth which the grave and ignorant cenfu-
ref doth not underftand : And they that confels
that they never ferioufly read what I have writ-
‘ten, onfuch or fucha fubje, yet have wifdom
and honefly Lietle enough to fay behind my back,,
O take heed of fuch 2 mans Books, for they are
tantum non heretical : -Though in prefence they.
2:¢ as gentle as Lambs , or as quickly filenced

Orworfe ) asthe Owls at the approach of day
light : If fuch a judicious Witer, asCamerg ot
D”w””maor #fbey,or Grecitus, or Bergim,or Amy- -
rald.or Placems o C apellszs, or Teftagdos,or Blond ely
or Dulizns, or Le Blane (in his late excellentim-
partial judicious Thefcsg or Funius, or Vuffins,ot
Strangius, &c. do tell any of the unftudsed or in-
jndicions fort of Divines, any more than they
haye received fromthat party of Teachers, who
-are in greateft reputacion with them ; you fhall

bave
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have thofe that mever underftood them, tell the
ignerant (that cannot contradi&t them) how er-
roneous they are , and how they contradiét
themfelves: and what inconfiftencies and abfur-
dities chey fpeak : And it all goes down with de-
Tnded ainditors, as if che Speaker were an Oracle s
{ or at leaft, knew what he faid,
And to teach you todefpair of the hypocrites
. reward, lecme tell you ; thattill God make the
world another thing than now it is, there is 5O
hope that ever the houeffer [ort of Chriffians OF
Teachers (much lefs the difhonefter) fhould evef
. come to fo high attainments, that the major part
fhou'd be truly judicious in judging of deep and
difficule controverfies { And that chere is as little
_ hope, that either of them fhould know how lictle
they know , till their knowledge in the matter it
felf increafe 3 or that ever the world (whether
Chriftians or Heathens,Paftors or People) ﬂlou_ld
ceafe to overvalue their own apprehenfions ; cill
greater Light and ftudy bring them firft o Dosbt-
ing, and laftly to feparate the cersainties from the
sncertaintics, and to faffen upon one , and lay by
the other. But [ have been fong upon this if-
ftance. ot Lo
And itisfoinalmof¥ all things elfe.Scarce 2 447
or hour that 1 fpend, but T muft fin or be cenfured
forit. If Inegle my moft publike Iabours,m{’.
conlcience and thofe at a diftance cenfure me.. If
1donot, thofe at hand who expe& all mY ume
fhould be fpent in private converfe with them,
cenfure me, If my publike duty comman mf_
away, yet he that expe@ted that hour in confer?
ence, thinks that I difdainfally negle&t hXE 3

L e\
| s
el ,‘
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And if 1 fhonld caft off preaching and writing, it~ _
isalmoft all one : Forthat hour which I have been
{pending with ane, another hath been that while
expecting 3 and cenfuring me as tharply for his
fraftration. | - et
- IET had a benefic to do or give, whichT cangive
ut to one, ten fhall cenfure me, becaufé the
have it not, when the one that had it is fcarcely
thankful, - If you would give all that you have to
the poor, when all is given, many that had nothing
 Will cenfure 'you more then thote that had it will
be grateful. Expe&ations with moft men are
high, and they wnderftand not your inability :
And mens neceffities are many and great; And
. every one will fay, why [ look bat for fo much ;
When all fet together is ten times more than yor
have togive, ~ :
. And asto the Manner of our dities, the cen-
fures will be asfure and mavy,  If I would cure
any hearers of an error, inffead of 2 cure, they
make me know they feel the fmare ; Ang that
they came not to be sanght, but to be pleafed: (So
dangerous a thing is it for men to come into the
'School of Ch‘ri(ﬁ as Judges and not as Scholarsy
(or Difciples. ) Its two to one bug there are pre-
fent many. perfons. of contrary opinions ! what

-

Ahall 1 do to pleafe them all2 fhall I fir® preach

for Separasion, dnabpifm, dAminomianifm, P
273510, plealé thofe on thofe fides 5 and then
preach again{t them all again torpleafe thofe o
the other fide ;. This wonld difpleale them

¢ all: (and God and Confcience who are more
thanall,) . If I fpeak.on ong:{ide’, Ilofe the:
other, Jf I meddle with no _Comr_overﬁe’f’
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1 maft meddle with no crurh : For one of pthc?
controverteth all things; ( the Jmmortality ¢
the Soul, Chriftianity and the Deity, not ex«
cepted.)

If in prayer it felf I let fall a confeffion of the
controverted fin, which any are guilty of W20
are prefent, they cenfure that Confeffion, and 11
ftead of repentdnce, are ready to f{ay they Wi
joynwith fuch 2 one no more;And it isthe Confef~
fion which muft be the fin, of

But if once we have to do againft the fin, ©
any that are Great or Godly, that power Of pitt) ¥
made a patron of the errour; then it may be #
fmarring cenfure indeed, which we may expedt’
©One crieth ont, He is a peftilent fellow, 305
mever of fedition, s they did of Pasl, ‘hO“’gP ;
hate and preach-againft {:dition. Another farths
he is bitter and fpeaketh againft the Godly,¥he?
Ifpend my felf to preach vp Godlinefs. .

Butif itbe a parsy that is engaged i the e
rour > you muft expeck the cenfure of all the P4’
¢y, And what errour is it that hach notapart) :
or that hath neither Greamefs nor Godlingfs fof
refuge ? 560

If in do&rinal or pradical cbnTu}tfleF’%,os
great moment you have to do with nfu 7
unskilful men, if you contradi& their way - 23
it never fo modeftly ) you are proud and = o
cpiniondted,and muft have your own Wd y: 11y 6
follow their miftakes, and contradi&t thefl Ga.
yo1 may wound the Church and Canfe of Chrt™
and be more generally cenfured at the laft,. it

Tn 2 word, when fuchamuleitade of thxﬂo:mrg
matters of Consroverfie,2g many may be the mat™
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ot Cenfures - One will cenlure e tor praying
‘withaform, or book, and another far praying
withoutit. ~One for being too long, and another
forbeing 100 fho:t : one for this gefture, and a=

filenced ; ano:her for not preaching more. One

for being too fevere : One for being t00 narrow
1nmy principlesy and communion 3 and another,,
for being too large and univerfal. - <
And if in the fenfe of the fin and mifery of fome
riftians Love+killing  principles and practiies,
I kave (pent the beft of twenty years, i viiting,
preaching ( while I had leave ) conferring and
Praying for the Union of Chriftians and the Chur-
ches peace; 1 havebut made a wedge of my bare
hand; by putting it into the clift; and both fides
have clofed tipon sie to my pain. Bat I have torned
bosh parties in the fray, which I endeavoured to
part, agamft my {elf 5 wheneach fide had one ad=
verfary, had two. £T -

~ Nay thigis not the worft to be expe@ed : But
moreover I muft add, that I wasnever more ac-
cufed of any thing as a crime, . than of thit which
Idid moft againft, And evenfor doing fo. Ne-
ver more fufpe@ed of Carnal compliance, than
when I exercifed the greateft {elf-denial : Never
- more accufed of unpeaceablenefs , than for la-
bouring for the Churchespeace.  Never wasI
" more accufed of Schifm, than for firiving with
all my power 5 to have united che Minifters, and
healed the Church, or at leaft prevented furtheg

the true Difcipline of the Church, than when T
N 2 ' have

nother for that : One for preachingwhen 1 am.

for being too gentle to difienters , 2nd 2nother’

®

divifionis, Never more accufed of enmity againft -
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have done moft(and at the deareft rates)to frablifly
it, andto preventitsfall. . = = = 4
In ail this T meddle not with my Civil Supe=
riours , as thinking it meeter- patiently t0 beari'
than to aggravate their cenfiires , though not al
fo tolerable as private mens. S
I might give yon as many inftances of che ML
tets of common Converfe : He thag hath much ©
do inthe world , fhall bardly efcape the cenfr®
of many. The bayer will fay he fells too deaf”
The feller will 2y, e would buy toocheaps >
very one that expeeth a commodity > wall €€
iure him that hindereth it -and fteps in befor®
Tf 1 have a friend or kinfman unworthy of &
ny oftice or preferment, be is neverthelefs,pe”
remptory inh's defires and expetations, _fOI'fbc(‘i
ing unworthy, - If T will not fpeak for him an
further his fuit, 1am cenfared as umqatural .
vnkind, and turn a friend intoan eremy : =
do fpeak for him, I am falfe to my confcxc,ﬂc_
and the common good; and T muft ook to becen”
fured accordingly by many. -~ AN
“ButIwill agdyrc);mor?c’ inftances, Jeft what tI
intend for inftruion,feem to bebur a CCmPl‘f‘“n?l :
Bat to what purpofe is all this? B
Ttis to let the Reader know , that man 15 I}qis ¥
God, nor Hisjudgemant to be refted in, RO ‘
favour to be oversvalued.” “Fo call 10035 "
ceafe from man whofe breath isiin'his no.ﬁnts;
whofe heart is deceitful and'defperately W‘f‘r‘kf :
For wherein is he to be acccunted of ! Loo R:p
:t0 God, ‘and take kim for your gr_}dvind«dﬁ' s
“in his Love, ard befatisfiedin‘his appmbg‘[lﬂ'[g

-




149

Defpife nsr many nor lay any./fumbling blocks bea
~fore them 5 butasto your enwn intereft in theire-
fteems ( farther'than Gods fervice and their be-
nefit requireth it) account it bara thadow, and a
thing of nought And f{ay ofitas Panl, #ith me
3t i a very fmall thing , tobe judged of you o of mans
day (o judgement ) For I bave one:that judgesh me
*vénthe Lord. -1 Cor-4.3. .o b
~ Itis. GO D--( Chriftians ) itis ‘GO D, At is
only GO D, whofe infallibility ;-jultification;
and anfpotted srath and goodnefsy you mult make
your reft,It is Heavenyit is Heaven,itis _on!y. Hea-
wen ') where perfe& truth, and rimpartial righte-
‘oufnefs, and che fall vindicationvof allche jults
‘and the fruicien of perfe& Loveand Concord, -i$
tobe expe@ed : and where malie, and lies, and
difcord, and che father of them, are totally and
fimlly fhutoe. : o G93ed J
. As youwonld ‘not be vfed as Hypocrites by
‘God, and deprived of the true Reward of faith,
O feek not after the hepocritesreward ! ‘W hat is
theapplanfe of mortal man! Can younot bear
theicenfure of fuch a fhadow?« How then would
you'fuffer martyrdome for Chrift? Over-value
1ot the efteem of High or Lowso® the Great o: of
the Godly, ofthe many orof the few.  Godsap«
probation is {ufficient to be your reward. See trat
04 be Gadly, andthen be more indiffzrent chobgh
'you are thogzht ungodly, See that you feloyal,and -
Ppeaceable, and then you may bear it, if you be cal-
Ied the contrary. Abhor all unwarrancable di-
Vifions,and then you may bear to be reputed fchif-
Maticks. Study you tobe good, and not to be ac- »
coanted good. :

N 3 ‘And
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And whatif I fhould look further, to hiftor
eal fame when I am dead 1 - Away, with the 0¥ér®
valuing of that too, as part of the hypocrites e~
ward ! I confefs Godunfually, bleffeth the memor
ry of the jult,and fiets their names above the peW”
erof the greateft tyrants, and caufeth the names
f thewicked torot s But this is buta tempor
and nncertain thing.  If one write in My pral
tothe higheft ;: and another write a Volume ©
falfe ‘reproaches; how fhall pofterity koo
which is true 3 who knew neither party nor 3
canfe ? 4 % e B2 533407
~'But yet the nearer reafon of all this admoni®’
on'is, to letyowknow that as contencion ¢O%*
by pride,, foover-valung the efteem and ¢’
fures of men ~(though Good or Great ) 18 $
dreadful fnare, and caufe of fchifmes : For e
you will be ftretching your confciznces, and ufifg
your witsto: pleafe the parey whofe cenfuresy®
maft efcape ¢ And you wijl wound the troghy & od
be warping to- their errours and extreams : 2,
though by this you may think , thatfome: prefe?
neceflity may be {atisfied, and :fomc,inconvﬂﬂﬁ’:;
cies avoided,: ye at the long running, the WosY
will be foundtobe increafed and the cure * i
harder becaufe of the delay, - Converfe Wit A2
men as thofe that muft be finally judged by G |
dnd remember that the Judgis at the doore. -
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