
f i d Beware of a Setfman Spirit. 

th^ir malicious Calumnies to his glory- . 
What company can you come into of forward 

Chnftians, but they are talking a<>ainft thofe of 
other parties ? (except a few true entire Chrifa-
ans,; who are-throughly pcffefled with the loving 
companionate fpir i t of their Lord, and have re
ceived the true impreffion of the Gcfpel-) And u 
you mark thecaufe you wil l find it is a [ecltrUn 
//>iWf,'that prevailed! againft the -^atboliek fPirit 

of Chriftianity. And in no left mcrejthan in thofe 
that pretend to be the only fathoUcks, and to do 
all this againft the Se&an-s as fuch ! What 
Sitter lies do the Pbpifh fe&s under the name ok 
Catholicks daily vent not only againfl: Lftth** 
Calvin, and other Reformers, but any that ftana 
againftthe peculiar intereft of their party. Art* 
they that can get the upper hand-and by worldly 
advantages become the domineering fe#,do th nK 

( that thereby, they are exempted f:om the name 
and number of V a r i e s ; and that s2I are fe6tarie.s 

that queftion their authority, and do net absolute
ly obey them. 

i n all their difcou'rfe the ftigmatizing of diflen-
ters is an ordinary part! Qne fide reproachetfr 
the other as Hereticks and' Schifmaticks; And 
the other reproacheth them as hypocrites, forma
l i n s , and pbarifaical perfecutor's.- And every 
party think that all this is a part of Cbrilban 
zeal; and i f they did i t not they fhould be guilty 
of lukewarmnefs end neutrality, and confenting 
to the f:nsof others. And thus the Church or 
Chrit is engaged in a war a°ainft it felf : And 
when ill men fiiould know them to be Cunits 
difciples by loving one another; m c # i r e n ^ • J ° • - perceive 
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F c r " * v c they have (oo much contrariety to 
ineChnftian nature, by their endeavouring to 
make each other odious. And allbecaufe inftead 
ot aitinguiflung the members of the fame Body by 

™ T r ' 1 ° f i k e s a n d d e S r e e s > w e a r e g r o ^ n to mitejevcrtl Bodies of them, and to fet one part 
againit another. How many a Kingdomes con
version from Infidelity hath been hindered? and 
now many a faithful Minirter file need or reproa-
r 5 And h o w m a r , y e x c e l I e n t ChrifHsnsflande-
red and vilified? and how many bfemleiscuftoms, 
*oims,andpraaifesacc!fed? and how many i n -
f 3 A : l U e S 3 a g § r a y $ £ e d a s m o r t a I c r i i n e s ' oy a Tiding 
MCtious difpofition, and to promote the caufe and 
n ereft of a Sea. Therefore as you love your 

w M y a n d t ? e a c e » ieepup an impartial uni-
and ta! r h e , ^ d ? 0 r ? ' a r 1 0 3 , 1 Chriftians as fach, and take heed of a d.viding fpirir, 

D I R E C T , X X . 

%t 'very [ufpkiem of pur Xelightx fafstm. i 
«nd carefully dtfltnguifh between a found 
*»d* fi*fui zeal; left you (heuld father 
J°»r fm m the fpirit ef holmefs\ and tbtnk 
that puaremofi f leafing €ed > when yo* 
effendkm, 

W E are feldome more miftaken in j t i f t i fy-
ing our felves than in our fafions: And 

When our Paffims are Religion* the foiftake is both 
WtcaftuidmQRperillm: Eafa becanfe we are 

apt 



j 2 2 Sttfpetf Religious ftfsions, 

apt to be m oft confident, and not fufpeft them, 
the matter fceming f o ^ r ^ t and good, about which 
they are exercifed. And Perilw becaufe the 
grettntft and goodnefs of the mmer, doth make the 
errour the greater and the worfe. I have fhevved 
before how eafie i t is, to think that ©ur Religion 
pafsions, are all the works of the fpiric of God: 
For we are apt to eftimate them , by the depth 
and earneftnefs which we feel. But excellent 
perfonshave been here miftaken, as Jaw* and 
John mis. And not only fo, but when the p*f-
lien is up, the judgement it felf is feldome to be 

f far trufted 5 For i t inclineth us to err in all things 
that concern the prefent bufinefc. Therefore 
ftill remember the difference between true *>**l 
and\ falfe: And know that he that is upright in the 
main, and whofe zeal for Chriftianity is found, 
may yet have much zeal that is unfound vyith it . 

Firft , I t is an i l l fign when your z*eal is raifed 
about fome fingnlar opinion which you have owned, 
and not for the common [ahmm and fubftance or 
the Chriftian faith or praaife. Or at leaft,when 
your odd opinion hath a greater proportion of your 
zeal, than many more plain and neceffary truths. 

Secondly, when your xeal is moved by any 
psrfonal intereft of your own : By honour or dis
honour j By any wrong that is done you, or any 
reputation of wifdome or goodnefs > which hetn 
onthecaufe. Or at leaft when youra** P^fw 
hath.too large a proportion in yeur zeal. 

Thirdly, when your zeal is more for the 
eft of your party, than for the Univerfal Crmrcfy 
and the common caufe of Godlinefs, and Chn-
ftiaaity; and can be content t h u fome dimmed 

j to. 
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to the whole, may further the mtereft of the 
forty* 

Fourthly, when your zeal tendeth to hurt and 
cruelty^ and would have God rather to glorifie his 
Jufticc by fome prefent notable judgement; thin 
nis Mercy by patience and forgiving : And when 
your fecret defire of fire frem heaven, or fome de-
ftni&ion of the advcrfaries is greater than, your 
defire and prayer for their converfion. The fore -
mark of true zeal is, that i t is zealous Love: I t 
maketh you love your neighbours And enemies more 
fervently than others do : But falfe zeal maketh 
you more i«clined to their Offering $ (and to re
proach and hurt them. 

Fifthly, I t is an i l l (igne when your zealis be
yond the proportion of your understanding : And 
your prudence and experience is as much lefs than o-
ther mens, as your zeal is greater.. True zeal 
hlth fome equality of Light and Heat. 

Sixthly, It is an i l l fignwhen it is a zeal which 
is eafily kept alive,and hardly reftrained: For that 
fhevveth the {lefli and the Devil are too much its 
friertos. The true zeal of the fp i r i t doth need 
the fuel, of all holy means, and the bellows of 
meditation , and prayer to kindle i t : and aJl is 
too little to keep i t »p in the eonfhncy that we 
defire. But carnal zeal wi l l burn of it felf with« 
out fuch endeavours. 

Sevenrhly, I t is an i l l figne when fome feft or 
falfe-teacher was the kmdler of i t , and not the 
fober preaching of the truth. 

Eighthly, And i t is an i l l fign when itburneth 
in the fame foul where hfi and vrath and pride and 
malice burn ; A n i when it profpcreth at the fame 

time 
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time, when the love of God, and a heavenly mind 
and life decay, The zeal of a 'fenfuajift, of a 
proud man, of a covetous man, of a fetf-conceited 
empty perfonj can hardly be thought a fpiritaaj 

9. And i t is an i l l fign when i t carrieth you 
ivm thz holy mle. and pretendeth to come from 
a f p v i t which mil not be tryed by the Scripture : 

? . 4 * ^ f t h y o a t 0 u r e ^eans which God 
forbiddeth in his Word : and putteth you upon 
ways which the fealed Law and Teft>mony cpS; 
r ? ? « r " , C a n n o t b e o f G o d > which is againft iiods Word. 

10. Laftly, it is a fufpicious fign, when it is 
contrary to the judgement, experience and zeal 
of the generality of the moft wife, experienced, 
tryed, fober, godly Chrift.ans ; and fo to the or-
dinaryworkmg-of Gods Spirit in other men, who 
are as good as you. For Gods Spirit is not con
trary to it felf. 

By all thefe figns you may eafily perceive, how 
the dividing zeal of a Sea as a fe<a, doth differ 
from the genuine Chriftian zea/.The one is a zeal 
for -fome fingdar opinion : The other is a zeal for 
•Gtdlintft and Ckriftianity. The one is kindled by 
fome interefi of our <w» religious reputation : th 2 

•other is kindled by the intereft of the mil an4 
^/orjf of God, The one is for the flrengthning qf 
a Party t The other is to increafe the C**rrt& tint* 
vcrfal, and promote the common caufe of Cbri-
ftiinity : even when fome particular truth or duty 
as the Muter of i t , yet the general caufe of gdU" 
ne[; is the end. Th e one is a burning,hurting z**l9 

even t h : fame which hath made matter for (o 
many 
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fflany Martyrologies, and frightful Hifiories, hy 
?nquifitions,torment!?, prifons, flames, maffacres 
and bloody wars: And the fame which hath l i 
cenced fo many faithful Mmifters, and difturbed 
fo many States and Churches f The other is a zed 
o, Lovt, which maketh men fervent in doing good to 
others : The one caufethmen to revile and dc-
fpife and cenfure and backbite, and zealoutly to 
frake all ditfenters feem odious, that the hearers 
m f y abase their love to them. The other mak
eth us value all that is good in others, and to hide 
tneir nakednefs, and to make them better, and to 
provoke the hearers to love and to good works, 
ine one tendeth to divifions and fidings and re
parations and diftancesfrom our brethren; and 
to feed contentions: The other is a zeal for #-
mty, amity peace. The one is the complexion 
oftheweak, and childi{n, the proud, and felf-
conceited, the peeviih and furly fort of Profcf* 
lours : The other is the zeal of foiid knowledge, 
and of the prudent, humble, meek and well 
grounded fort of Chnfiians. rfpfee one is a zeal 
wh,chflycthmott outward, againft the fins of o-
tner men, and can live with pride, snd covetouf-
nefs,and felfiinnefs,and fenfuality at home : fuch 
Jerve not the Lord Jeft»y Im their own Ull^s, Rom. 
16. 16, 17. The ether begirneth at. home, and 
confumetn all thefe vices in the heart ; and as 

-zeal mcreafeth humility, and meeknefs, and love, 
and fe!f-denyal, and temperance, and heavenly 
mindednefs increafe. The one iseafilygot and 
eafily kept, and hardly kept under i O howeafie 
is it to get and keep a contemptuous, cenforioos, 
backbiting , dividing or persecuting zeal I But 

the 
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the other is not fo much befriended by Satan or 
the flefh, and therefore muft be preferved by 
prayer and meditation, and very great diligence. 
How hard is i t to keep up a iedotuJoveof God and 
Man I and a fervour in all our heavenly andfpi-
ritual defires > Abate but your diligence and this 
will prefently decay : when the fierce, contend* 
ing, hurting, feparating and perfecting zeal doth 
need no fuch fuel or labour to maintain i t : The 
one is kindled by the enflaming cenfures of fome 
rafh and paflionate Preacher, that knoweth bet
ter how to kill Love than to cattfc i t ; or by the An
gular conceits of fome Sectary or Divider ; or 
by the backbitings of fome Dseg, or malicious 
Calumniator: The other is kindled by the hum
ble, and heavenly preaching of the <5ofpeI,and by 
the meditations on Chrifts example, and a ftudy 
to imitate him and his Saints in patience, for
bearance, fo giving others and doing good. The 
one is a zeal which carrieth men from the ScrtfWh 
to pretenfesef fuch revelations, and infpirations, 
and impulfes as have no proof, but the feeling 
and fancy of the perfon: or at leaft, to abufe the 
Word of God, and plead i t for that which i t con
demned: I t provoketh men to fome unlawful 
pra&ife, under pretenfe of mifinterpreted text?, 
and of good ends and meanings. The other f r i l l 
putteth you upon good, and ftriveth againft- evil, 
and goeth for tryal of every caufe to the Law and 
to the teftimony. ta f t ly , the one is a zeal which 
prcterideth the fpirir, and yet goeth contrary to 
the common workings of the fpirir, in the molt 
part of the bed and wifeft Chriftians. But the 
other is the common yitai heat, which animatetrt 
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all the body of Chrif t , and a&uateth all his living 
members i and keepcth up love and holincfs in 
the Church; and is the fame in all humble hea
venly Chriftians in the world. I t w i l l be of great 
ufe to you, in order to your own and the Chur
ches peace, tounderftand and obferve the dif
ference between thefe contrary forts of religious 
zeal* 

D I R E C T . X X I . 

Lend not 4 patient ear to back-biters5 much 
lefs muff you haply believe thtm when they 

{peak ill of others: But fhetv yourdetetfa-
tto* of that (in, thsugh they jhould be moft 
reltgious people that ufe i t , and do it upon 
a religious pretence. 

I Do not fay that i t \$ Alr*a)S unlawful tofpeak 
that which is i l l of another behind his back. 

Sometime wicked men wi l l take occafion to j u -
ftific fin i t felf,by the advantage of a tinners namer 
And fometime they wi l l magnifie thevertues of 
fome wicked man, or of fome of their f c & , on 
purpofe to caft reproach on godlincfs, or to make 
others odious by the companfon. Yet in fuch 
cafes we muft reprefs their malignity more by a * 

5 dcfenfive than an offenfive oppofiuon. But the u -
§ fual courfe of back-biting in all forts of men, is 
5 finful. The back-biter (how great or learned 
a or religious foever ) is but the devils minifter, to 

preach 
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preach down the love of others, and to exhort you 
to hate your brother, or to abate your charity to 
him. And he that patiently hearkeneth to fuch, 
is a partaker of theii? i in . And" he that believeth 
them, haih taken the infe&ion. Moft of our o-
dioas'thoughts of others, and cfir faife and un
charitable cenfures, do Come in this way. F ° r 

the moft part, men cenfure and feparatc and per-
fecute moft, where they are acquainted leaft, but 
goby hear-fay, and judge of men by back-biters 
mif- reports: And acquaintance. and familiarity 
ufualiy reconcileth them? and fhewVth them their 
errour.,, Yoa think i t is a fair excufe for you? 
when you either believe or report evil of another, 
to fay, that you heard i t from very honeft and 
religious, or reverend perfons; or you heard it 
from many, and confidently uttered. But G°o 
hath not allowe4ycu to receive back-biters, ,be-_ 
caufe they are goMy ^ 'of b'ecaufe they are 
This very age and time dothexperimentaJIy con
fute this excufe : In which it is fo common « 
thing, for faife reports and news to be uttered 
with confidence, and that by multitudes, and ma* 
nyof them religious, and yet neither truth net 
ground at a l l , for what is faftf. Back-bittri, dm 
footers of God are conjoyned Rem. 1.30, He-thtf 
lackj btttth Hot with his rongng, nor doth evil to hit 
neighbour, hortfiketh up a reproach apMnft hit neigh
bour, is one chat hath the mirk of a Citizen of 
Zun. Pfal. 15. ij, An angry countenance mffi 
drive away aback-biting tongue. Pro- 2?. 2f« ^aH' 
was afraid of that which we all now feel the evil 
of, even thiseVil fpirit whicn I am now detec*-
ctine. 1 Cor. t i . 2 0 . Left there be debates,. itf* 
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*ngs , vrraths, ffrifes , back^-lntings , ''vchifpxrings J 
jnellings, tumults, and fo God would humble him 
among tnem. Rebuke back-bit ings and 

or yon wi l l hardly avoid the reft of thefe i -
Oiquities. I t may be the report which you hear 
^aybeall falfe: O r i t may be i t is fome l i t -
*Je matter made much greater than i t hB O r 
i t may be fome part of the truth is concealed and 
lome circumftance which would make i t better, 
tmderftood. However, i f i t b e t r u e , when the! 
reporter hath no call to fpeak i t , or when the 
accufed is not heard fpeak" for himfeif , and you 
never heard what he hath to fay, there is finand 
wjuftice in the back-biter, the believer and 
reporter. . 

D I R E C T , X X I I . 

CHake not your [elves judges of other mens 
Aftions^ muchlefsef their (tate^ before jott 
have a ca/l9 and before you have (uffieieni 
acquaintance or proofs of the per fen and of 
the cafe. 

VEry common reports and very confident pre-
fumptions,may all prove injurious and falfec. 

You may hear that fuch a family is prophane, and 
that fuch a perfon hath no religion, that fuch a one 
iscovetous,& fuch aone erroneous,&c.and when' 
i t comes to the trial,it may all prove falfe. How-. 
e v , e r i t muft be as falfe to you, t i l l you know, or 
prove i t to'be true i you may .be ignorant of ano-
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ther mans faults, without any faultinefs of yous 
Own : But you cannot, rafhly cenfure another, 
without being your feif faulty though, the matter 
ihould prove true. Juftice muft be obferved as 
well in private as in publike judging. As no Judge 
in any Civi l or Ecclefiaftical .Court, muft con
demn any man without fufficient proof ( vvhicn 
made Chriftfay Matth. 18. 15,16. Takeoneor 
two,more, that in the mouth of.two or three 
witnefles, every word may be eftabiifhed) fo no 
man in his own thoughts muft condemn his bro; 
ther, by any rafhor groundlefs fentence. l c . j S 

f afcr for you to judge better of another than he »s> 
thmi t i s to judge worfe of him than he is- I n 

many cafes i t may be yuur duty to judge better 
of him than he is ; becaufe you muft judge accor* 
ding to proof; And i f the evidence or proof de«' 
cejyeyou, i t is none of your faultto be lodece1' 
ved. And yet-ycu are not hereby bound to be
lieve a falfhocd: A l l that you are bound tobe l i e v e 

is-jthat i t is probable that fuch a perfon isvertuou?? 
innocent or fincere .* And this is no falihood : f ° c 

that may be probable ©r likely which isncttrue. 
Few well confider of the meaning of Chi" T 

words in Math. 7, 1,2. Judge not that je k 
judged : For with what judgement ye judge yejhL-
judged: and mthvehat.meafure ye mete , it y- , a 

tneafured'to you again : I doubt nor but part o f , r J -
fenfemaybe, He that judgeth without mercy 0 
another j fhall have judgement without mercy 
from God;, as St. James expreffeth i t . ' B [ l t t ^ - . c 

ri&ta'tl"; but the reft of the fenfe is [ A n d h e t n L 

jndgeth cruelly rafhly and falfly of his b r o ^ j 
inaiibe fo judged of by ether men nimfejf. J g g ^ 
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wat God vvill /f, but he wil l permit it; and 
therefore can foretel i t ; and make a righteous pu-
tiifhment,of the fin which he doth but permit- Do 
you not know that other men wil l cenfure and 
backbite you, as boldly and as bufily as you do 
cenfure and backbite others. Is i t (uch a pfeafure 
to you to imitate the Devi l , the great accufer, as 
that you wi l l be as much accufed your felves, and 
as hardly thought Of, rather than you Will give i t 
over. ° 

,^And fee here how fin doth crofs it felf. Mof t 
° £ jhe-cenfor ious , are prcud perfons, who think 
others much worfe than themfelves $ aad there
fore fpeak worfe of their common and more igno
rant neighbours, that they may be thought to be 
no^ common nor ignOrant perfons themfelves * 
J™ t h , e y

 r ^e offended with the Paftor of the 
Cfturchi, for admitting fuch perfons into commu
nion with fuch a s they : That fo their piety may 
be more confpicuous than their neighbours: when 
a» this while they are but preparing for their own 
aunonour ; And others wi l l judge as bad of 
them, when ufually the meek and .humble and 
??r i C h r i f t i a n who judgeth hardly of him-
lelf and tenderly of all others ; is tenderly 
and lovingly judgtd of by all. The Prelatift 
faith, [ what obftinate perfons are thefe Non-
conformifts, They do all to keep the approbation 
of their party ] And are they not requited by ma
ny of them whom they cenfure, who fay [ What 
temporizing hypocrites are thefe Formalins and 
LatitudinariansI They would turnPapills or any 
thing to fave their skins,or get prefermesjt. What 
perjury or other heinous crime wil l they not 

M 2 numbes 



I $2 Cenforiejtfoefs requited. 

number with things indifferent. ] The Papif 
thinks the Proteftant a Herc'ick unworthy t° 
live on earth and therefore thirfteth for his blood; 
And is he not req-ited by the cenfures of them 
that think that he is but a blood-third y lirrit) o* 
Antichritthimfclf ? I f he think that the Prote
ftant cannot be faved, becaufe he is not a mem- e i : 

of the Pope, or Roman Church j the Proteftant 
requitcth him oft times with concluding ? that a 
Papift cannot go beyond a reprobate? nor a vvor-
ftiipperoftheBeaft be faved. I f the I n d e 
cent cenfure the Presbyterian as a favourer ^ f 

loofenefs and formality, the Presbyterian can ; C" 
quite him, by cenfuring htm to be an enemy to or
der, government & peace,and a turbulent caule or 
all confufion.The fame I may fay of all other fe#s : 

I t is not now my purpofe to take part with any 
of them,nortofpeak againft any one of them more 
than the reft: But to them tell all of their mifta^ 
in their cenforious way,& how certainly they pre? 
pare for the fame meafure and judgement wh» c t I 

thsy give to others. Rom. 14.4. who art thou tm 
judgeft-another mans fervant ? To his own Mtfftt*. ' } 

ftandethorfallecht Tea he [hall he holdenuf, fcr 
is able to make him (land. —. But why judgefi thou tb) 
brother, or why daft thou fet at nought thy broth•ej • 
We fhall all ft and before the judgement feat of CWf 
So then every one of m fhall give account of himjelj 
God. I t is ftrange that thofe men that can an 
derftand a text againft fwearing and df unkennel > 
can fee no light nor feel no power in i u 

words as thefe. 
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D I R E C T . X X I I I . 

^Miftake net the nature of the fin of fcandal: 
Think, not that it if the bare dijpleafing or 

i^P* grieving 0 f another ; For it is the laying 
5*$ °f * fumbling bhck , r ^ f a tempt at u 

or eccafion of finning before another* 

! A T^deed the word [ offend ] hath occasioned the 
jjjjflj * ttiftake of many in this point? to the great en-
Wm f n a r i n g of themfelves and others. Offending fome-
j j i tl™ fignifietfe cnly Dlffleifmg or grieving another: 
^ • A n d t h i s i s not the fcandal which the Sccripture 
t j j ipeaksagainlt. But i t fignifieth alfo the laying 
r^K 01 a JtHmbling blocks before another, upon vvhicti 

u m P b C 0 C C i f l 0 n z d f o fall into fin ; And this is 
bM:the Wene* which is called fcandal. Abundance o f 
| » w e l l meaning peop!e,have bought that they muft 
HB-Hot ufe any form or words or order or a&ion ( e-
L i fpeciallyif i t be indifferent in i t felf ) which o-
^••thers are difpleafed or grieved at : Becaufe they 

think that is fcandd : Indeed there is a grieving 
Jm others which is fcandal; that is, when by grieving 
• them we occafion them to fin. But confider I be-
• feech you thefe two things. 
H F i r f t , what a wretched perfon that is. who w i l l 
j j j ^ lm againft God every time that his brother doth „ 
$\ not humor him?Durft thefe perfons profefs this o- t 

pen/y with their tongues ? Dare you fay,Do not 
•fi' you ufe fuch a form of prayer or fnch a ceremony 

I for i f you do, I wi l l fin againft God ? What elfe 
do you mean, when you blame men for fcandali-

A M 3 ring 
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zing you? 1 hope you do not mean that n 0 

dy muft diftleafe yon} I t not , you muft «iow 
that this only is true £c.anda\,tooccafwnyMtoPfi* 
And is i t not a fhame that vou will fin f° zi" 
fily? 

a. And i f bare diff leafing had been fcandal, then 
pevi/hnefs and ignorance would have advanced a 
that had them to be the Governours of the wore. 
For what is it to govern, but to have all otnei 
obliged to fulf i l your wills? And i f no man m | 
diffleafe you then all muft fu l f i l your wills: 
he is fcandal©us that is not ruled by you. An . 
this were fo,the moft childifhand womanim* 
ofChriftians, who have the weakeft judgeme1 

and the ftrchgeft wils, andpaflions, muft rule 
the world : For thefe are hardlieft pleafed, 
no man muftdifpleafe them. t j , 

But I befeech you remember that fc*W*1 u . 0 

, in 'Pleating men as well as in diffleafing t h e m ^ e ^ 
it may harden them in anerrour , or tempt , 
to any fin : I wi l l inftance to you but in two/ 
dalom a&s o('7eter himfelf. The tuf t was 
Chrif t in Math J U. 21,23. Where he .W°U»U 
to pleafe Chrift and fave him from ftlffcringj * ^ 
would have" had him to fpare or favour h^n ' 
And Chrift faith, Get thee behind me Satan,™ 
art an offence to me : the Greek, word is, •^ ' 

that is, thouwouldftdo asfatandid, e n 
2 * J » i-xi. - 1 . * ,vhich I came 

in GA 

tkp 
Chr.ftians, hefeparated from familiar comn^ 
nion with the Gentile?. By which he law * 

tempt me to f\n:&c neglect the wprk which I 
into the world about. The other was in Gal.7.' 
Z 3 Where Peter did fcandalize the Jews W y . £• 
them ! For fear of offending the weak J u r } a ' z

m n f 
com run 
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bling block or temptation before them ? to har
den them i n the {infill opinion of feparation. ' I f 
i t had been done in our dayes many would have 

I been drawn away with Barnabas, and thought that 
I Peter had not giveri/c W?/ to the JemfhChrifiianh 
I but Only feparated for fear o f fcanda'Hzing them. 

• Many a time I have trie rather gone to the Com
mon prayers of the publick affemblies, for fear of 
being a fcandai to tnofe fame men;that called the 
going to them a fcandal: that l i . - for fear of har
dening them in a finful feparation and errour: be
caufe I knew that that wasnot fandal which they 
Called fcandal,-that is, difpledfin&:thm and crof-
j % their opinions•: but hardening'them in an er
rour or other fin, is true fcandalmrgi Under
hand this or you will difpleafe God undir pre
tence of avoiding fcandal. 

*5 

D I R E C T . X X I V . 

jMakt conscience ef jcanctdi&ing one party as 
well as another: andthofe me& who are 
moji in danger by ywr offence. 

MAny perfons pretend the avoiding offcandal 
only to Hatter one party and to preferve 

the i i ; own reputation and intereft with that fide 
which they ar e lotheft to difpleafe. And perhaps 
difcern not the deceit of their own hearts in a l l 
this; but think that i t is indeed the fin of fcan
dal which they avoid. Bur why make you no con
science of fcandalizing others, on the contrary 

M 4 Tide i 
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I tide.? Who perhaps are more in number,and whofe 
faivation fhould be as much defired by you ? The 
P^pilt perhaps vvill not deliver the Lords Supper 
in both kinds, nor wi l l forbear,his Image- wor-
fhip, left he offend the Roman-Catholicks : But 
he careth not much that by fo doing he offended 
the Proteftants and other Churches; Nor that 
his Images are a fcandal to all the Mahometans^ 
keep them from the Chnftian faith. And thuf 
every feci faith- I f you do this or that, you will 
icandalize and offend many good people: Mean-

' ing their own-fide: But they never regard how 
many others they fhall really & a n d * % by t&? 
contrary: One faith, I t is fcandalous toufe ex
temporary prayers - And another f a i t h , i t M 
icandalous to pray by forms and books: And both 
fides ufually mean no more, but that their own 
party will be difpleafed and take it for a fin. But 
as he is not fcandalized by me, who only taketh 

* my attion to be a fin -y but he that is enfnared by 
f t in any fin himfelf; i 0 whether i t be difipleafing 
or tempting that you mean, you muft rcgzrcl one 
fide as well as the other. The heavenly wifdotfie 
Is without partiality and without hypocrifie. Jam* 

And ufually they talk moft againft fcandalizing 
•7 thofe whom they account to be the left-.Anci the Uf* 

are leaft in danger of finning. And fo they accufe 
them to be the worft, or elfe they know not what 
ihzy fay. For fuppofe a feparatift fhould fay, ¥ 
you hold communion with any Pariih mimfter or 
Church in England, f t wil l be a fcandal to many 
good people ] I would ask fuch a one why call y°* 
ur:k ?cod peoplej that ars eafily drawn to fin a ^J l D j* 
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God ? Nay that will fin,~becaufe I do my duty? 
He wi l l fay , N o , they wi l l not fan, but they wi l l 
take it to be your fin, and they wil l be troubled at 
it ? I muft anfwer him, you talk o f f candal , and 
know not what fcandal u : fcandal is not troubling 
men, nor making them take me for a finner; but 
occafioning them to fin themfelves by fome unlaw
fu l or neediefs a& of mine. Therefore i f you 
know what yeu fay, you make the feparatifts 
almoft the worft of men, that will fin againft Gcd 
becaufe another will not fin : yea i f they would 
but fin, becaufe another finneth i t were bad e-
nough. 1 would ask you therefore? whether you 
take not the people of the Parifh Churches to be 
more than you > and to be worfe than you ? I f you 
took them not for much worfe than your felves, 
you would not feparace from them. And i f you 
do think them worfe, you mufl; think that they 
are more m danger of finning, or being turned 
from the liking of godlinefsand of the Gofpel. 
And i f f o , then we are bound to be more afraid 
°f giving fcandal to them than unto you. Are not 
men irioft afraid of overthrowing the children and 
t f a e w ^ , rather than thofe that are firongerthm 
cl ft u S ? I f v 0 U a r e a P t e r t o ^ and turn from 
v.nriit than the people of the Pariffi Churches,we' 
fhould rather Jeparaee from you than from them. 
I f no t , we muft more take heed of fcandali-
2ing them than you. 

Ob;. But Chrifiprmounceth a wo to them that of
fend hie little ones. 

^nfip. i f by [ offending them ] be meant only 
perfecting and hurting them as many think, then 
i t is nothing to the queftion in hand. For I hope 

commur 
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communicating with others is not a perfecting you* 
^And bare'.[ difplcafihg them ] i t is certain that the 
itextdothnotmeanat all. Bat i f by \_(ffending 
them '] be meant fcandalizingt'htmr that is, lay* 
ing fnares before them, whether by fraud or per
fec t ion , to turn them from C h r i f t , and draw 
them to f ins , then it confirmeth all that I fay ' 
And the it\% fthtle ones'] conteineth the reafon of 
ihe words:Becaufe as little children are eafily over
thrown & eafilier deceived,to the young & weak.be
lievers of little faith, are moft in danger of being 
turned away from Chrift,or enfnared in any fin or 
etrour. And therefore i f you think the Parift? 
Churches to cbnfift'of weaker perfons than your 
felves, the woe is to you or us, i f we cffenf 
them. - v T , \ C* 

The truth is, (.fending and giving fcandal, }j 
// commonly taken in the Gofpel, for any aftioj? 

(which is not our neceffary duty) by which ei
ther Heathens and Infidels and enemies to Chrift, 
.are like to be drawn to harder thoughts of the 
•Chriftian faith ; or any wicked man is like to oe 
kept from a god'y l i fe ; or elfe by which the 
young ungrounded and'unfetledfort of Chriftians? 
may be tempted to turn back and forfake the faitf 
which they have profetfed , or fall into any dan
gerous fin. And therefore feeing the feparttift* 
profefs to be fetled in the faith already? and ma
ny in the Parifh Churches are weak, and many 
averfe to fome duties of Religion, and more in 
danger of being earned away, we arebonnd to oe 
much more afraid of giving fcandal to the P a r l " 
flies, than to the feparatifts. * 

Gbj . But Ckriftcmdmt^r offending fuch per^ 
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vcrje mes) as Herod,or the Pbdrifees? 
sAnfrv. Chrift feared not to difpleafe the grea

ter!:, when ic would be done by doing good : N o 
more muft you or they be pleafed by our negleft 
of any duty. But Ghnft was againft laying any 
trap before either Hero^orthz Pharifees,to make 
them fin. 

And i t is not your cenfure of orhers;thac w i l l 
warrant us to ufe them as Reprobates, forfaken 
of God. I f every man that can be uncharitable 
enough, to call his neighbours Pharifees or ene
mies of Chrift , without proof, fhall keep us from 
communion with them, then the worfe any man 
is, the more he fhall be Lord of all other mens 
confciences. 

D I R E C T . X X V . 

Be not ever-tender of pur repulatien with any 
fort of wen on earth 5 nor too impatient of 
their c en fur es ^ difpleafure^ or contempt. 

THe fangs of the cenforious are a common • 
fcandal ^ and as ftrong a fnare or temptation 

to fome men, as worldly preferments are to o-
thers: When we come among men whom we 
take for the moft Religious, and hear them keen
ly cenfure all for hypocrites, or formalists, pro
fane or fchifmaticks , who are centrary to them 
in opinion or praftife 3 at the* nrf t we are in dan
ger of being carried away »s Bam/that in diflimu-
ht'w, and to fay as they fay 5 or at leaft comply * 
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with them by our ^lence and pra&ife, left we 
flioutdbe cenfured by them as others are. Efpe-
cially Minifters are greatly in danger of this fnare. 
For the prophane hate them for their doctrine 
and their holy l ives; And it is the godly that are 
the frui t of their labours, and the fatisfaclion 
which they have for all their fufferings, and the 
comfort of their lives : And i f thefe forfake them 
and defpife them, with whom fhallthey find any 
comfort in the world ? Therefore they are very 
mtfch in danger of complying too far with theic 
crrours and weakneffes, to keep their intereft in 
them : And they think it is that they may do them 
good. And perhaps this was the cafe cf 
and Barnabad, with the weak Judaizing Chrifti* 
ans. For Paul teljeth us Rom. the 14. that i f was 
fhe ufe of the weak (who thought thofe things to 

• be duties and fins which, were not fo ) ' to judge the 
ftrong, who knew their liberty : And i t was the 
cuftome of the ftrong to defpife the weak ' J u f t a S 

at this day, the miftaken fuperftitious Chnftian, 
faith, They are prophane that are not againft all 
that he is againft: And thofe that fee his errour fay> 
what giddy whimfical fanaticks are thefe ? So 
was it then; and fo it is like to be, t i l l God give 
the world a better mind- Many a faithful M i n i -
iter I have known, who have freely confeffed to 

// me, that the cenfures of peevifti felf-conceited 
Chriftians, enclined to Reparation , was a far 
ftronger temptation to them to forfake or over
run their own underftandings, than all the ofters 
of honours, or riches could be on the other iide. 
I t is a hard thing, wken we hate fpent our labour 
and lives to bring man to Chrift, and n a v ^ | ^ 
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them into a ftate of hope and forwardnefs, to b* 
fliortly after caft off by them as formalifls or 
temporizers or any thing that their fick fancies 
w t f j call Uc. But for all tbis,it is but one of thofe 
A U i S k W G o d w i l 1 h z v t h i s f e r v a n f s undergo: 
And both M milters and private perfons muft he 
above the praife and the difpraife even of felf-
oonceited Religious perfons, before they can be 
™ to follow Chr i f t , as tried and firmly fetled 
m e " - Stand your ground i f you are in the right. 
Truth will bear all your charges at tbelaft , and 
Will defend i t felf and .you : I f you fleafe men 
( whoever they be ) contrary to God and con
science, you are fervants of men , and verily yon 

.haveycur reward. Math. 6. But you are no longer 
the fervants of Chrift. gal. f . W. And you Will 
never be fetled , but change as the Mcon as the, 
parties or opinions of the cenfurers change. But 
i tyou i t , ck to the words of truth and fobemefs, 
at lait the fober part of the Religions wi l l be 
your encouragers, and many of the giddy w i l l 
come to you by Repentance, when experience 
hath lhewed them that which they would not 
learn of you. That which is vertiginous will at 
lalt iettle its reft on that.which is permanent and 
t i r m j i ^ b ° y s when they have made themfeives 
wheel-hck with turning round, wi l l lay hold on 
the next poft, t 0 keep them f rom falling. There-
tore bear the cenfures of the ignorant. Pleafe 
them in all things lawful for their good and ediri-
eation;and become all things to all men in a lawful 
way:But depart not from the principles or pra&ife 
of Chriftian-mion, Communion, Charity , or So- ' 
briety^o pleafe ̂ dividing hot-brain'd party,nor to . 

~> efcape 
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efcape their {harpeft cenfures. He is unfit to be 
a Phyfician that cannot bear a mad mans railings 
or the harih. exprefiions of his friends, when a 
phrecfie or feaver makes them brain-fick. When 
you have followed theiri in their violent heats i 
while to avoid their cenfure, either you muft 
come back with forrow, or run to the end with 
them, as many in this age have done to their own, 
and to the Churches, and the States confufion 5°r 
which is worft of all, God may jnftly g i v e you up, 
to be of their minds, and to think that way right 
and necdfary at laft, which at firft you only yield
ed to, in compliance with the heats of other men-
And when you have finned againft God to avoid 
their cenfures, and keep an intereft in them, its 
two to one, but they wil l turn on ftill further ana 
further, t i l l you are forced to let them go, and you 
fhall in the end be more cenfured and defpifed by 
them, than i f you had never humoured them at, 
all. Thefe things are written in an age of 
ful l experience, by one that hath feen the proof 
in multitudes. 

For my own part, t w i l l be fo ingenuous and 
thankful, to the difingenuous and unthankful 
World as to confefs, that they have ufed me with 

^unufual moderation and civility ; in that thev 
' have ftill mixed too high commendations with 
their blind unreafonable Cenfures. But yet l 
muft fay that he is worfe than a fool who would 
not be taught by fo much experience as I have 
had, of the vanity of the judgings of the vertigi
nous world, to choofe a more^fledfaft feat for itf* 
reft , than a windmills-fails. The mdichMCtn-
furers and railers on one fide, and'the fcsvifi c:n" 

ffifcrs 
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furtrs on the other fide, hive taught me to ftand to 
tne judgment of God, and to pity-the poor hypo
crite , who hath no better a reward, than, the' 
thoughts and praife of mortal men. 

D o I fpeak according to the moft common judg
ment of Divines/The Senary faith,my light i sd i -
*me : I fpeak but by rote, and not by true i l l u 
mination. Do I pretend to add any clearnefs to 
Jhe methods or points received, or to correct any 
error which hath got the major Vote of the in ju 
dicious ? Then I am felf-conceited, and anovel-
j i f t j and i f not a heretick, its we l l ! And the 
honour of all the Divines which are of a contrary 
^und, mufrbe engaged to promote the Cenfure* 
And the fear that fober Chriftians have of novelty 
and errour, muft be called up to make them ab-
nor aay truth which the grave and ignorant cenfu-
rer doth not underftand : And they that confefs-
tnat they never ferioufly read what I have w r i t 
ten, on fuch or fuchafubjea, yet have wifdom 
and honefty lit t le enough to fay behind my back r 

O take: heed of fuch a mans Books, for they are . 
tantum non heretical : Though in prefence they 
J re as gentle as Lambs , or as quickly filenced 
C or worfe) as the Owls at the approach of day 
l igh t ; I f f u c h a judicious Wri ter , as Carney or 
Davenant9OT Ujher^i Grecitu9or BtrgiHsyot Amy- • 
raider PUc*K4y0r Capellm, or Ttftardm>QV Blonde!> 

or UalUm, or Le Blanc ( in his late excellent im
partial judicious Thefes) or Junius, or ^ffins^ov 
Strangim, & o do tell any of the unftudied or i n 
judicious fort of Divines, any more than they 
have received from that party of Teachers, who 
are in greateft reputation with them; youfhalt 
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have fchofe that never underftood them, tell the 
ignorant (that cannot contradict, them) how er
roneous they are , and how they contradict 
themfelves: and.what inconfiftencies and abfur-
dities they fpeak : And i t ail goes down with de
luded auditors, as if the Speaker were an Oracle; 
or at leaft, knew what he faid. 

And to teach you to defpair of the hypocrites 
reward, let me tell you ; that t i l l God make the 
world another thing than now i t is, there is no 
hope that ever the honefter fort of Chrifians or 
Teachers (much Iefs the difhonefter) fhould ever 
come to fo high attainments, that the major part 
fhou'd be truly judicious in judging of deep and 
difficult controverts t And that there is as little 
hope, that either of them fhould know how little 
they know , t i l l their knowledge in the matter it 
felf increafe ; or that ever the world (whether 
Chriftians or Heathens,Paftors or People) fhouljj 
Ceafe to overvalue their own apprehenfions; ti» 
greater Light and ftudy bring them firft to Doubt
ing, and laftly to feparate the certainties from tne 
uncertainties, and to faft en upon one, and lay by 
the other. But I have been long upon this in-
ftance. 

And it isfo in almoft all things elfe.Scarce a day 
or hour that 1 fpend, but I muft fin or be centred 
for i t . I f I negleft my moft publike Iabours,my 
confeience and thofe at a diftance cenfure me.̂  I f 
I do not, thofe at hand who expeft all my 
Ihould befpent i n private converfe ^iththem,, 
cenfure me, I f my publike duty command m 
away, yet he that expeaed that hour incon t« 
ence, thinks that I difdainfully rieglea him* 



M B And if I iliould caft off preaching and writing, i t 
_ V j j s a I n \ ° f t ail one: For that hour which I have been 
_ • ^ ^ d i n g with one, another hath been that while 
Mm • expecting j and cenfuring me as fliarp/y for his 
E M fiuifration. 1 

• I f I had a benefic to do or give, which I can give 
out to one, ten iTiall cenfure me, becaufe they 

*f . a v e i t n o t > when the one that had i t isfcarcely 
J? l J a n ^ u l . I f you would give all thatyou have to 

_ • t h.e Poor, when all is given, many that had nothing 
wi l l cenfure you more then thofc that had i t will 

mm ^ r a t e f u l * Expectations with mcft men are 
mm &A y snderftand not your inability: 
mm And mens neceffities are many and great; And 
mm. € v e r y o n e will fay, why I look bat for fo much ; 

w i l e n all fet together is ten times more than you 
3*29 nave to give^ 
so V r n r ^ k

t o l h c ^ <* our duties, the cen
t res will be as fure and many, i f T w o u l d e u r e 

any hearers of an error, inftcad of a cure, thev 
make me know they feel the fmart ; And that 
they came not to be taught, but to bepleafed. (So 
dangerous a thing is i t for men to come into the 
School of Chrift, as Judges and not as Scholars, * 
(or Difciples.) its two to one but there are pre
sent many, perfons of contrary opinions i what 
fhall I do to pleafe chcm all ? fhall I firft preach" 
for SeparationAnab^ptifm, AntinomUnifm, P,-, 
f r y , to pleafe thofe on thofe fides ; and then 
preach againft them all again topleafe tnofeon 
the other fide ? This would difpleafe them 
*H : f a n d God and Conscience who are more 
than a l l . ) I f I ukak on one .fide, Uofethe/ 
other, i f i meddle With no Ccntroverfife« 

N I 
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I muft meddle with no trurh : For one or other 
controverteth all things,- (the immortality • 
the Soul, Chriftianity and the Deity > not ex* 
cepted.) , 

I f in prayer it felf I let fall a confeflion of ^ 
controverted fin, which any are guilty of J/ 1^ 
are prefent, they cenfure that Confeffion, and Jfl j 
ftead of repentance, are ready to fay they Wi 
joyn with fuch a one no mo^ejAnd it is the Con»e -
lion which muft be the fin. c 

But i f once we have to do againft the fin, 0 

any that are Great or Godly, that power or ftttj ^ 
made a patron of the errour 5 then it may ^ 
fmarting cenfure indeed, which we may expe^ 
One crieth out, He is a peftilent fe l low, and ^ 
mover of fedition, as they did of Pa*ly though 
hate and preach-againft Edition. Another U» > 
he is bitter and fpsaketh againft the Godly,W& 
I fpend my felf to preach up Godlmefs. 

But i f it be a party that is engaged in the 
rour , you muft expect the cenfure of all the f ^ 
t f . And what errour is i t that hath n o t a / * •? % 

or that hath neither GreatnejZ nor (jodlineji tor 
refuge? . J-

I f in doarinal or praaical confute t i o " * ^ 
great moment you have to do with injudici ^ 
unskilful men, i f you contradia their way \ 
i t never fo modeftly ) you are proud anc1 ic 
ctLiionated,and muft have your own way * 1 y 
follow their miftakes, and contradia them < 
you may wound the Church and Caufe of k*» 
and be more generally cenfured at the J* f t\ a r C 

I n a word, when fuch a multitude o f „ t m " ; t e f 9 

matters oiCmmvir^n many may be tnc w ^ 
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ot Ceniure. One wil l centre m'e to; ^mymg 
withafcrm, or book, and another lor praying 
without i t . One for being too long, and another 
for being TOO f h o r t : one for tnis gefture, and a-
nother for that: One for preaching.when I am 
filenced ; ano.her for not preaching more. One 
for being too gentle to difienters, and another 
for being too fevere : One for being too narrow 
in my principles, and communion i and another, 
for being too large and univerfal*. 

And i f in the fenfe of the fin and mifery of fome 
Chriftians Love-killing principles and pnrKcs , 
I have fpent the be ft of twenty years, m writing, 
preaching (while I had leave ) conferring and 
praying for the Union of Chriftians and the Chur
ches peace; I have but made a wedge of my bare 
hand, by putting it into the c l i f t ; and bp.tq fides 
have clofed upon me to my pain.But I have turned 
both parties in the fray, which I endeavoured to 
part, againft my feif ; when each fide had one ad* 
verfary,I had two. 

Nay this; is not the' worft to be expected .- But 
moreover I muft add, that I was never more ac
cufed of any thing as a crime, than of that which 
I did moft againft, And even for doing fo. Ne
ver mortfufpeded o f Carnal compliance ? than 
when I exercifed the greateft fell-denial: Never 
more accufed of unpeaceablenefs , than for la
bouring for the Churches peace. Never was I 
more accufed of Schifm, than for ftnving with 
all my powdr , to have united the Minifters, and 
healed the Church, or at leaft prevented further 
divifions. Never more accufed of enmity againft 
the true Difcipline of the Church, than when I 

N i have 
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have done moft(and at the deareft rates)to ftablinV 
i t , and to prevent its fal l . . 

In all this I meddle not with my Civil Supe
r i o r s , as thinking i t meeter patiently to bear, 
than to aggravate their cenfures, though not al 
fo tolerable as private mens. 

I might give you as many inftances of the m J t * 
ters of common Converfe : He that hath much t 
do in the world , Ihall hardly efcape the cenfu^ 
of many. The buyer will fay he fells too dear • 
The feller wil l fay, he would buy too cheap. *^ 
very one that expe&eth a commodity , wi l l cen
fure him chathinderethit, and fteps in betor 
him- , ( 

I f I have a friend or kinfman unwortny oi ^ 
ny office or preferment, he is neverthelels.J?*-* 
remptory in h:s deftres and expectations, for «>c* 
ing unworthy. I f I will not fpeak for him an 
further his f u i t , I am cenfured as unnatural a ^ 
unkind, and turn a friend into an eremy : }l 

do fpeak for him, I am faife to my contact^ 
and the common good; and I muft lock to be ce 
fured accordingly by many. . j 

But I wil l add ro-more inftances, left wnat 
intend forinftruaion,feemto bebut a ccmpia" « 
But to whatpurpofe is all this? . t 

I t is to let the Reader know, that man JS » 
God, nor his judgement to be refted i n , nor 
favour to be over-valued. To call t o y ° K a . 

* ceafefrom man whofe breath is-in bis n o i t r ^ , 
whole heart is deceitful and defperately *lC**' 
For wherein is he to be accounted of! * j c 0

R e f t 
to God, and take him for your god w ^ - ^ i 
in his Love, and be fatisficd in his approb^t^ 



Befpife n$t man, nor lay any fumbling blocks be
fore them 9 but as to your own intere-ft in their e-

[ fteems ( farther than Gods ferviceand their be
nefit requireth i t ) account i t but a fhadow, and a 
thing of nought: And fay of i t as Paul, Wtb me 
it is 4 very fmall thing , to be judged of ym or of mans 
day ( or judgement ) For I have one that judgeth me 
*ven the Lord, i Cor. 4. 3. . 

I t is GOD ( Chril t ians) i t is G O D , it is 
only G O D , whole infallibility , juftification, 
*nd nnfpotted truth and goodnefs, you muft make 
yourreft . l t is Heavenjx. is Heaven,\t is only Hea-

where perfect truth, and impartial righte-
^ufnefs, and the ful l vindication.of all the juft> 
and the fruition of perfect Love and Concord, -is 
to be expected : and where malice, and lies, ând 
difcord, and the father oftheiE, are totally ̂ and 
Unilly fhu to i t . 
_ As you would not be ufed as Hypocrites by 
v5od, and deprived of the true Reward of faith, 
O feek not after the hepocrires reward ! What is 
the applaufe of mortal man! Can younot bear 
the cenfure of fuch a fhadow ? How then would 
you furfer martyrdome for Chrift? Over-value 
not the efteem of High or Lo,v,o" the Great or of 
the Godly , of the many or of the few. Gods ap
probation isfufricient to be your reward. See that 
you be Godly y and then be more indifferent though 
you are thought ungodly. See that you le loyal, and 
peaceable, and then you may bear i t , i f you be cal
led the contrary. Abhor all unwarrantable d i -
vifions,and then you may bear to be reputed fchif-
*naticks. Study you to be good, and not to be ac~t • 
counted good. 
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And what i f I fhould look further, to hiftonr 
eal fame when I am dead J Away with the over* 
valuing of that too, as part of the hypocrites re
ward ! IconfefgGodufually bleffcththe memo
ry of the juft,and lets their names above the pow
er of the greateft tyrants, and caufeth the names 
hf the wicked to r o t : B it this is but a temporal 
and uncertain thing. I f one write in my p r a l r 
tothehigheft, and another write a Volume o 
faife reproaches, how fhall pofterity 
which is t rue, who knew neither party nor n3 

caufe ? ' 
But yet the nearer reafon of all this admpnif* 

on is, to let you know that as contention c o S 1

 # 

by pride, fo over-valuing the efteem and ce 

fares of men (though Good or Great) ^ 
dreadfulfnare, andcaafe of fchifmes : ? o l i f L 
you will be ftretching your confci:nces, and u» » 
your wits to pleafe the party whofe cenfures y ^ 
muftefcape e And you will wound the truth, a 
fee warping to their errours andextreams: * 
though by this you may think , that fome P r e . ^ 
neceffity may be fatisfied, and fome inconveni^ 
cies avoided, yet at the long running, the wo«[. 
wil l be found to be increafed; and the cure. *g 
harder becaufe of the delay. Converfe with f 
men as thofe that muft be finally judged by GO 
and remember that the Judg is at the door. 


