
I f O 

And what i f I ftxouid look further, to hiftonr 
eal fame when I am dead J Away with the over* 
valuing of that too, as part of the hypocrites re
ward ! IconfefgGodufually bleflcththe memo
ry of the juft,andfets their names above the pow
er of the greareft tyrants, and caufeth the 
hf the wicked to roc : B it this is but a temporal 
and uncertain thing. I f one write in my p r a l r 
tothehigheft, and another write a Volume o 
falfe reproaches, how fhall pofterity 
which is t rue, who knew neither party nor $ 
caufe ? ' 

But yet the nearer reafon of all this admon^ 
on is, to let you know that as contention c0®_ 
by pride, foover-valuing the efteem and ce 

fares of men (though Good or Great) ^ 
dreadfulfnare, andcaafe of fchifrnes : ? o l i f L 
you will be Itretching your conferences, and u» » 
your wits to pleafe the party vvhofecenfmesy^ 
muftefcape : And you will wound the truth, * , 
fee warping to their errours and extreams: * 
though by this you may think , that fome P r e . ^ 
neceflity may be fatisfied, and fome inconveni^ 
cies avoided, yet at the long running, the wo«v 
wil l be found to be increafed; and the cure. *g 
harder becaufe of the delay. Converfe witn f 
men as thofe that muft be finally judged by GO 
and remember that the Judg is at the door. 
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D I R E C T . X X V I . 

ttfe not jour [elves needlefy to the familiar 
company of that fort of Christians, who ttfe 
to reproach and cenfure them^ that are more 
fobery Catholtck and charitable than them-
felves : tlnlefs you aljo be as much or 
more with the foberer fort, who will Jhew you 
the fin and mifchiefs of wcharitablemfs, 
cenforioufnefs, and divifions. 

N othing is more experienced, than the powec 
which the converfe of chofen familiars hath ,, 

upon the minds of the injudicious and unfeded. 
Which maJceth education and the converfe of 
our youth , to have fo great a hand in choofing 
mens opinions and Religion r And is thecaufe 
that Religionisas languages are, diverfified by =-
the territories or bounds of Countries. They 
that are bred among fuch, as ufe to fpeak of 
diffenters, as odious, as hypocrites, ashereticks, 
as fchifmaticks, as ungodly, as proud fanaticks, 
are very like to be poflcffed themfelves with the 
fame fp i r i t of malice and detraction. Tne words 
of thofe whom you re fpef t , efpecially when you 
bear them not confuted , wi l l make you believe 
that i t is fo indeed, and that the perfons are as 
mad or as odious as they make them. And thus, 
the Papifts think odioufiy of the Proteftants, and 
the Lutherans of the Calvinifts; and the A r m i -
nians and Anti-Arminians, the Diocefans and 

N 4 t h e 
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the Presbyterians, the Paedobaptifts and Anaba-
ptifts of one another .* becaufe they converfe on
ly with fuch as paint them in an odious fhape. 
And thus i f you ufe cnly or chiefly to converfe 
with the cenforious Sefar*tifts, you frail hear' fo 
many inveciives againft them that are trulyCatho-
lick, and fober, as wi l l make you think that Love 
and Peace and Cathoiick Communion, are fome 
linfui and mifchKvous things. Somefimes they 
Will deride them as ridiculous; and fometimes 
they wi l l call, them temporizers, formalifls/ or 
luke- warm hypocrites, who wil l do anything in 
compliance with their own commodities, and for 
the favmg of their flefh. And fometimes they wi^ 
thunder out feme terrible7 tbreatnings againft 
them and their way, as heinoufly finful. And this 
language wi l l form the belief and afYe&ions of ig
norant Chriftians, imo.its own uncharitable 
mold ; as a neceffary part cf Chriftian zeal. A* 
i t was the common way of thefuccefsof the Qua
kers, to come into Chriftian afiemblies, and in * 
prophetical ftrain, like men comrmtfioned from 
heaven, in the name of the moftbigh God todf 
fiounce his judgements againft the faithfulleft 
Paftors and their flocks,and pronounce them con
demned enemies of (he light j and fo by the very 
terrour of their words, rhey frightened many wo
men and boys into their fed}, before they under-
flood at all what ic was that they were againft or 
f o r : fo do the Separating declaim againft thefin-
fulnefs of PariiTi afTemblies and communion, and 
of forms of prayer and fuch like, t i l l tbey have 
tightened the ignorant into their miftaken 
2eai. 

Tfiere-
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Therefore, though I am not perfwading you 
to feparate from thefefeaverifli perfons, as- they 
do from o t h e r v yet I would advjfe all the youn-
g e ^ i n U n f e t , e d f o r t ' that lore themfelves, not 
iieedleily to choofc the familiar frequent compa
ny of fuch : Our private company is at our own" 
choice. . 1 x 

And as the company of fierce felf-conceited 
dividers, is fo very dangerous,fo orfthe contrary, 
the company of grave, experienced, foher, cha
ritable and judicious Diyines and other C h c $ i -
aps, is exceeding helpful to fettle the minds'of 
We youngervSan\l weaker fo r t : with them they 
Jnali hear the unity of the Church , and the do
ctrine of Chnftian Love and Concord, humility, 
meeknefs and moderation opened, and the fiffW* 
neis and lamentable confequcnts, offchifm, felf-
cone^citednefs^^nforioufnefs.anddifcordi.wiijch 
among others they ihould never hear 
di And let me leave this warn ing ro the Church of 
^od , mttf ever it may he koftd.that Unity, Lcvt 
«»*pCAceJkall be recovered, itmuft be by the training 
"? °l the yom$er Chriflians, under the, precepts and 
tuples of fueh grave, ]tidiciom, txierienced and 
V«ce*Me gHUes, inftead of educating them in the fmea-
ky lchorcbmp chimney, of pang , unexferunai , 
fdf-conceited teachers, who burn mth the amUtion cf 
mUufe. And let the fober. bethink them whe
ther our times and reachersare better and purer 
than theirs, to whom Paul faid, Attm ao. 3©. 
Of your oven felves [hall men arife , freaking perverfe 
things, toAravt away difciples After thent. And Epb. 
4 1 4 . He gave the Church Paftors and 1 eachers, 
tor its Unity and p:rfe&ion [That ve henceforth be 

no 
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Wtb every mnd of dcclrine, by th freight of men a& 
cunning cr*ftinefs, whereby they ly< in unfit tQM-
WW* J- '.: '•• 

D I R E C T . X X V I I . 

Jakfiheed of misjudging of the Andersof 
your prayers, and of taking thpfe things to 
be from God, which are but the effete °) 
your prejudice, pafsion or weakw\s m* 
Jerfianding, 

THis is a fin, which I know not whether I may 
fay is more common with many godly pe r l 0 1 * \ 

«cmore \n\m\mtoGd&i more f f t t t f d as to tncm-
felves. -tu 

I t is fo common, that i t is hard to meet 
many women and paffionate Chriftians, who a 
eacneft in prayer, but fometimes they jnn tf» 
tnismHtake , and judge ung rounded lyo f i t j ^ 
fwer of their prayers, by fuch feelings and ltrois 
apprehenfions of their own , as never came a 
the fp i r i t of God at all. Jethe 

And it is a great wrong to God, to D e ^ J c y t h a E 

author of mans infirmities and errours, and or 
which is contrary to his word. . tf 

And yet i t is a very fitifd cafe, as to tW » 
decs; becaufe it isufuaily the fin of perfons, ^ 
are Very upright and honeft m the main, a« -
are very feriousin their prayers to God; » ^ 
fiichas have naturally fach weaknefs o f reiw> 
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ftrength of affection , as tnat they are lefs bumc-
ahle, chougk lefs curable, than others are. 

To underftand this matter the better, I pray 
you confider, that Prayer is not to change Gods 
mind ; but to make us the. meet receivers, of his 
mercies: And this i t doth by exciting and exec-
cifing thofe apprehenfions and defires, which make 
ns fit by valuing them to improve them. There
fore fnch principles, difpofitions and defers as 
are in us, Prayer doth excite and exercife : And 
every manprayeth according to his own judge-
menr, difpofrtion and affection. And that appre-
henfion and affection, which is moft flirted up 
and cxercifed, is molt felt. And that which is 
moft felt, doth moft take us up, and is moft ,ob-
fcrv^d: And fo we think/hat i t is the impulfe of 
Gods f p i r i t , and the anfwer of our prayers, 
when it is but t in operation of our own fpirits, 
and the fenfible -a&ivity of cur former princi
ple* 

There are very few that take their i m p u l f e ^ 
and refolutions, for the fpirits anfwer of their 
prayers, but they had before an underftanding 
moft inclined to that opinion , orelfe a byas up
on then: affe&ions, bending them that way; or 
fomething in themfelves which occafioned" the 
fcales to turn that way. 

Obj . But I did bring my mind to a pure impartia
lity, and prayed to (jod that he mould flew me the 
truth, be it what it mould be : and that if this were 
not right, be mould bUft it and nevnr frfferit to go on : 
And the mere 1 prayed, the. more I ma* confirmed,tbzp 
thus is the right, 

Anfx, A l l this may be, without any of Gods 
appro-
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"approbation of the conclusion which you think rs 
rusaofwer to your prayers. For whileft you pray
e d that God would turn your mind from i t , i f i £ 

were not right; yet at that time your judgement 
was.inclined to i t ; or your affe&ions at ieaft * 
.And it is an eafier thing tofpeak impartial words 
in prayer, than to gee an impartial unpreju
diced mind. And when you think that your mind 
3s brought to an impartiality^ alas, there may be 
triany deep roots of prejudice, which you obferve 
not: And there isfcarceone of a thoufand, who 
thinketh that he prayeth with a pure impartiality, 
but his opinion, difpofition, inclination, intereft, 
or Tecret affection, doth byas and ponderate his 
.mind, more to on; fide than to the other. 

But if you were never fo willing to know the 
trutb, yetthere'are pa(fions in you, and corru
ptions, and ignorance and former errours, which 
may all do much to hinder you from knowing ir, 
and may breed many falfe aprrehenfions in your 
*n ind-; and yet may cherifh them with as dear an 
efpokal and afre&ion, as i f they were certainly 
fcfcm'God. ' 

And moreover, you have been gilty of former 
fins: 'And whether God for any of them , may 
fe'ive you to run into miftakes, you know not. Or 
whether any prefentXelf-conceitedneifs may becar 
lion htm to leave you to miftakes. 

But the principal part of my anfwer is this 
Go'd hath no where promifed to reveal all his 
truth to you , becaafe yox defire him fo to do. I c 

is not every prayer of yours, which he hath pro
mifed to h;ar and grant; but only thofe which arc 
agreeable to his w i l l : His will is cither his/D(' 

crees 
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f T a u i S C o m m a n d » o r h i s promife. Though the 
nri t be not i t that is meant in the text, yet i t is 
certain that your prayers cannot change G ods de
crees. The mil of his command doth more con
cern the fenfe of the text; but i t is only a nega
tive which may hence be gathered ; that is, that 
" your prayers be contrary to Gods com
mands, they are your fins and have no promife o£ 
h'Sgrant. Bucit will not follow that God w i l l 
grant all the prayers which are put up in obedi
ence to his laws : But only that you Hull be no> 
roofers by fuch obedience ; but he will give you, 
that, orfomething which ihall be as good for you-
I t may be Geds command that gedly children 
*hould pray for the lives of their fick parents ; 
and that parents pray for the converfion of their 
ungodly children, and that we pray for all men: 
And yet i t doth not follow that we fhall have the 
very thing which we obediently pray for. But 
i t is his Promifing mil which is the meafure of our 
hope, as his Cenmanding mil is the rule of our o» 
bedience. Whatfoever he hath promifed, he wi l l 
certainly give us. Now God- hath no where pro. 
mtfedin his word, that he wil l reveal the true 
meaning of every text of fcripture, to every god
ly perfon that asketh i t . Praying is but one of the 
means which God hath appointed you to come to 
knowledge. Diligent reading, hearing, and me
ditation , and counfel of the wifeft Is another 
means. Even to dig for i t as for f i lver, and 
to fearch for i t , asio'r hidden treafure, aiid to 
continue fo doing, and wait at the polls of wif-
doms doors, that knowledge may come into you 
by degrees in time, God hath not promifed you 

true 
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true underftanding, upon your prayers alone > 
without all the reft of his appointed means t 
Nor that youfhaU attain i t by thofe means, a* 
foon as you deftre and feek i t ; For then prayer 
would be a notable pretenfe for lazinefs, and they 
that would not be at the labour, of ftudy, me
ditation, or eonference,might fave alt their pain^ 
and go to God and ask wifdome of him and he 
would give i t them. Even as idle beggarsthink 
without working, to get an alms to maintain 
them in their flothfulnefs. Ifinftead of all our 
reading, hearing, and meditation , we could but 
fray, and fo get all the knowledge which other 
menftady, labour and wait f o r , i t would be 
too cheap a way to wifdome. Solomon that got' 
i t by prayer extraordinarily, commandeth us ve
ry great diligence toget i t . t 

I t is very considerable , not only that t h r i f t 
inereafed in wifdome in his youth, but alfo that 
He would rot enter upon his publick M i n i f y 
(as is aforefaid) t i l l he was about thirty years 
of age. When it had been more eafie for Chritt 
to have got all knowledge by two or three earnelt 
prayers, than for any of us. . • 

Moreover you muft pray according to God 
kM of frtcep, not only in the matter but in the 
manner of your prayers. And there may be more 
felfilhnefs, and many other corruptions in trie 
mmner of them than you difcern. . 

And there are many things which fnbmiHiveiy 
YOU may lawfully pray fo r , which God hath ne
ver promifedyou at 111: You may pray for 
l i f e of the fick, and for the contortion and w 
vationof ailvour relations, and of t l l o u f a r i ^ e r S 
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others which God wi l l not give you. Otherwife 
all the relations of every true Chriftian fhould 
be faved,yea and all his enemies and all theworfd* 

To apply all th is , I t may be you are in doubt 
whether this or the other be the meaning of fuch 
a t e ^ t o f Scripture ? Or whether you fhould joyn 
With fuch a Church, in the ufe of fuch preaching 
and prayers or not? And when you have prav'ed 
^ rne f t ly , you are confirmed for one way and a* 
p i n f t the other. And perhaps all this is but %o 
be confirmed in your errour: For firft, you came 
with a fecret prejudice . fecondly, or you came 
with diftempered affections ̂  or with fuch a fear 
of going one way rather than the other, that the 
I 5 , r v f ( W r doth much to caufe your apprehenfions* 
Th i rd ly , or you come with the gni It of former 
Jin. Fonrthly,or you have fome partiality on your 
i p i n t , and a fecret inclination to one fide more 
than to the other ; or fome overvaluing of your 
ownunderftandings, perfons or prayers. Fifthly, 
Or you are lazy and prefumptuous ; and think 
God muft teach you that in one hour, and at a 
wi fh or prayer, which others better than you 
mutt i e a r n vvitH prayer and twenty years ftudy, 
diligence and patience. Sixthly , or you think 
God muft needs refolve you of that which he ne
ver promifed to refolve you in. Where hath he 
promifed upon all your prayers, that ever he wi l l 
teach you in this l ife thefenfe of every text of 
Scripture ? I f ever he promifed this he wi l l per
form i t . And is i t to One Ckrifiian, or to every 
praying Cbrifiian that he hath promifed i t 1 I f 
to eve^ry one, why are we not all of a mind f Why 
be not all as wife as you ? What need we Com-

mecta-
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mentaries then? Or what need have others ot 
your Revela tions : I f i t be bat, to fome, who be 
thofe fome ? And how fliall we know tjiem ? An<j 
how know you that you are one of them ? And 
Why do not thaftfome, condefcend to write an in
fallible Commentary upon all the Bible, when 
they themfelves are taught i t of God, that ib we 
may doubt and differ no mere ? 

But i f you fay that i t is not the meaning otever) 
te-xt: that God hath promifed to make known to 
you when you pray, but oi'fme fe»? how will 
you know whkhtbofe few be? And where is the 
-promiie which ma^eth this difference ? Except 
only that to all true Chiiftians, he hath promi-? 
fed to reveal fo much as is necetfary to their fal-» 
vation. But i f you wi l l pray for more, your be* 
lief of your fuccefs muft not go beyond the pro
mife. I f you wi l l promife to your felves, y o U 

muft perform for your felves ? 
6 b j . But hath not God bid m believe that we 

receive what ever we asb, and promifed to Irelieveri 
that they fhall receive it ? i 

4nf». Hehathfirft made a Law to command 
you prayer, and then made a prcmifi to grant, 
vvhat you pray for, according to hiswiily that.af> 
according to his command and promife , and nata 
made your believing of this promifeyom of the con
ditions of his fulfil l ing it to you. So that if yon 

Relieve not his power and promife you &3ll no 
nave right immediately to the thing Pr,om,Cr° 
JBut i f you pray md believe and withaJl ufe tnoe 
other means with diligence and patience wo* 

•Uo^ hath appointed you, you fhall know in m 
.meafure as is fumble to vour (late (For God n 
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n o t promifed trie fame meafure of knorvledg to all 
^ue believers. ) So that this is alfthac the pro* 
rnife: giveth you , and not that yoa ihall know 
all that you pray to know, and that immediate
ly* ' • • . ; .' 

O D J . But then ym leave us at utter uncertain' 
*y i whether we hav< the anjncr of cur prayers or 
not > 

isfnfir. Not fo . But the anfwerof your pray
ers muft not be tried by your conceits but by Gods 
rule, i f you p ay for that which you hive nei
ther a command nor promife f o r , your prayer is 
jw« and your anfwer can be nothing but Gods re
buke, or your own delufion. But i f you pray 
for that which you have a command for, but no 
particular promife, then you have only the General 
promije that your prayer ihall not be loft,but ihafl 
bring down either the thing you pray for,or fome-
th'ing die which the wifdome of God feethtobe 
belt for you andothersjan j to his ends. And this 
is all that you can warrantably believe. But i f you 
pray for mat which hath both a command and a 
particular promtfe ( as the pardon o£ f in , and ne-
celfary grace and life eternal toabelrever) you 
may be fare that this prayer fhall be granted in 
kind. So that you are not to judge of the arrfvver 
of prayers, by your feelings and pajfms and im~ 
pulfesy but by the promi/e of God, which you muft 
believe will be fulfilled what ever you feel: Faith 
and not feeling muft tell yoa whether your prayer 
be accepted. 
^ Nay i f you ftiould receive health or wealth or 

gifts for your felves or others, when you have 
prayed for them j you cannot tel l whether it b& 

0 a 
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a merciful answer to year prayer, or &-jttd*tme*h 
Knlefs yo« try i t by f«#£ according to the ffmifi/ 
I have nothing now to fay of the cafe of miracle 

f bat this: WGodpromife a miracle, you may ^ ' 
7 /few i t becaufe i t kprcmifed-. I f he peffor nv it 

without a pfomife , then either you muft not be
lieve it t i l ! i t is done, or elfe your faith muft ^ c 

a miracle aifo ; And then the faith it felf ^ l t $ 

own juftification. But miracles are now fo rare, 
that all fobef Chriftians will take heed how they 
expe&them,or over-haftily believe them ; a n d 

efpecially how they take their own belief for a mi
racle. A l l the talk that fome men make of a fir 
ticular faith, may be tried by what I have here 
(aid. - :ti fcidJd ••"&.y(.ap%, • 
* To conclude, the warning which I give f f l f l 

this cafe, is from long and fad experience. I h*vC 

known too many very hon'eft hearted Cf t r t fP? ' 
efpecially melanchelly perfons and mme'n, 
have been in great doubt about the opinions 0 

the Millenaries, the Separates, the Anabaptn A 

the Seekers, and fuch like,and after earned p ^ ' 
e r toGod, they have bee ft Hrongly refolved W 
the way of errour, and confident by the ftrong J*" 
predion , that i t was the fpirits arfwer t& thei-
prayers, and thereupon they have fet them into a 
courfe of fin. I f you fay, How know you that they 
were miftaken ?' I will telf you how. F i r n % ^ " 
caufe they have been refolved contrary to tne 
word ef God. And I know, that Gods fp i r i t d i d 

firft make a (landing Rule , to try all after- W 
pulfes by; And what ever impulfe is contrary 
that Rule, is contrary to Gods fpirir . The La 
and the teftimony are now fealed, and all f P i r , G 
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to be tried by them. Ifa. 8. 20. Secondly, Be
caufe I have found their impulfes contrary to 
one another. One hath been refolved for I n 
fant baptifm, andanothcragainft.it: One hath, 
had a revealation for a prelacy, like the order o f 
^*ron, andthePriefts, and another againft all 

^ne hath been confident of .an anfwer of 
Payers for Antinomianifm , and another againft 
i t for Arminianifm : One for publike Commu
nion, and another to deceit i f : And both came 
-D, in the fame way. And Gods fpin't is not con
trary to i t felf. Thi rd ly , Becaufe I have feen 
abundance of proprieties of things to come> 

which people have this way received with the 
greateft confidence to prove all falfe* Fourthly, 
c 1 h a v e ftaid c , , i m a n y o f t h e V^ons have 
tound by experience that they were deceived, and 
have confelfcd i t with lamentation. And fifthly, 
becaufe perhaps I know more of the nature of 

, prejudice, affeaicn, melancholy,feminine wcak-
ne£s,and felf-concett,andof tempting God in the 
way of prayer, and of fatans transforming himfelf 
into ao Angel of light, than every Reader wi l l 
know t i l l they have paid for their learning. 

O n D I R E C T , 

http://andanothcragainft.it


Sufpttf. others fretenfes to 

B l R k C T . X X V I I I . 

Do net too much reverence the impnlfes ^ 
revelations 4r rnoB confident opinions of 
any others,'upon the account of their # ? 
cerity or hlinefsi hut try all jvdicieufy 
and foherly by the Word cf god. 

MAny that have no fuch impuifesthemfelves,-
are yet fo much taken with the reverence 

of others, that they are very apt to befeduced by 
their confidence. When fo, great a man as 
tuMan was deceived by MmtMpu and his prophe* 
tefs •* when fuch a one as Racket could deceive net 
only Coppi»£er and Arthington .,. but abundant 
more, fome taking him for the MefTiah, and fom c 

by his breathing on them thinking that they re
ceived the Holy Ghoft 1 VJh&i'DavU qeorqt ft 
Holland, and Johnc&Leyden inMtinfier,m&B^* 
men Stiefeliw and fo many more pretended Pro* 
phets in Germany could deceive fa many perfons 
as they did? When the pretended revelations 
of the Ranters f l r i t , and the Quakers after could 
fo marvelloufly tranfport many thoufandpro&f-
fours of religion in this land ; I think we have fa^ 
warning to take the counfel of St. 

fohnyBelieve net-
tvery fpirit ybut try the fpirits whether they be of God-
I t is a pitiful inftance of the good old learned 
Commenius, who fo ea'fily believed the prophefieff 
of Dmlritim and the reft which he hath publiih' 
ed.« Yea when he faw the prophefies fail? ycJ. 
when'hc adjured the prophet to fpeak truth; ana 
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; got him to (wear.as before trie Xord fort i t was 
truth ; this feemed enough to confirm Lsaeiief 

\ o f whereas i f he had been as well acquainted 
with the nature of Melancholy: and Hjitericai 

j pafitons as many others are, he would have known 
j < t n a t a s ftrange things as that he recordeth of the 
i man or women, may be done without any Divine 

infpirations: and that it is RO wonder i f that per
son fwear that his words are true, who is firft de
ceived himfelf before he deceive others. For 
a crackt brain'd perfon to believe his delufions to 
be real verities, is little wonder. 

I have many a time my felf converted with 
perfon? of great honefty and piety (though of no 
great judgment) who have fome of them affirmed 
tnat they had angelical revelations, and fome of 
them thought that the Spirit of God did bring 
this Scripture, or that Scripture to their mind in 
anfwer to their prayers; and were fo very con
s e n t that what they affirmed was the certain 
truth or voice of God • that I have been ftricken 
with a reverence to their profeffions, and with a 
fear left J fhould relift God in refitting them. 
But refolving c 0 take none on earth for the mafter 
of my faith , but to try the Spirits whether they 
be of God, by going to the Law and Teftimony, 

I was conftrained to turn my reverence into pity. 
F o r i found that their feeming revelations were 
fome of them Scripture-doclrine, and fome of them -
contrary to the Scripture : As for that which is 
already in the Scripture,what need I further reve
lation for i t ? Is it not there Efficiently "revealed ?' 
Can their words add any authority to the Word 

God ? And have I not Gods own Minifters and 
O 3 mean? 
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means to help me to the knowledge of his word ? 
And as for that which is contrary to Scripture, .1 
am fure that i t is contrary to the wil l of God: 
And i f an Angel from Heaven ftiould preach ano
ther Gofpel to me , I muft hold him accurfed: 

Gal. i.7,8.fo chat if thefe perfons fhould have tn e 

appearance & voice of an Angel fpeaking to thern» 
I would defpife i t as well as the words ot" a m ° r t ^ 
man,if they be againft the recorded word of Go • 

But by what 1 have feen and heard, I know tna. 
i t is a great temptation to fome weak Chriftj* ^ 
to hear one that is much in prayer, fay, f*kS btte 
what you do : Have no Communion with this p% > 

• tkis or men, nor in this or that way of werfkip ; nor in to 
that opinion ; for I am fure it p againft the mi» '£ 
God : I ence thought as yon do, but Qod hath m 
made known his mind unto me. 

But laving the due reflect to the honelty. 
fuchperfons, ask them , How ftidl I know w 
you are in the r ight} I f tney fay, / " i f f i j Z h • 
the cafe with you, but I know it t o be the wind of oo , 
Tell them, that God hath made you 
creatures,and wi l l accept no unrealizable ier ^ 
of you ; ' and you have but one Matter or Y 
Faith,even Chrift: Therefore if they believe 
themfelvef, which they can give you no reaio ^ 
believe, they maft be content to keep rheir D<* 
to themfeives, and not, for flume, perfvvade: , 
Other to i t , without proof I I f they fay tnar , h 

^ a t ^ ' . J : u f « f.u*h»m that he " 3 t i 

not 
nothing- to you , t i l l they prove w j - ( 

*im revelation s U God reveal i t to them DU J 
shelves they muft keep i t to themfelyeJ. 
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k reveal to them for others, he wi l l ena&e them to 
A make feme proof of their revelations, that others 
I may be fure that they fin not in believing them. 
• I f they.fay,that the Scripture is their ground, Tel l 
• them that the Scripture is already revealed to 
• a l l ; And i f indeed what they fpeak be there, you 
• are ready to believe i t . But i f they pervert the 
I Scripture by falfe interpretation, or abufeit and 
I mifapply i t n 0 n e of this is the work of the Spirit 
• of God. 

I f they fay that the fpiri t hath told them the 
• meaning of the Scripture,fay as before, that is not 
I told for you, which is not proved to you ? The 
• Scripture is written in fuch words as men ufe, of 
• purpofe that thsy might underftand it *, and is to 
9 be underftood by all men that hear i t , though 
I they have no revelation : God hath fct Paftorsin 
• his Church to teach it j I f therefore revelations 
M be ftill neceffary to the understanding of the Scri-
I pture revelations, then the Scriptures feem to be 
I in vain j and thefe laft revelations mutt again 
I have new revelations to the right underltanding of 
I them alfo. 
M ^ The truth is, it is very ordinary with p oor fan-
I ciful women and melancholy perfons, to take all 
B their deep apprehensions for revelations. And 
m i f a text of Scripture come into their minds, they 
• fay, This text not brought to my mind,, and that text 
H teas Jet upon my fpirit 5 As i f 'nothing could bring 
JL a text to their thoughts, but fome extraordinary 
• motion of God?And as i f this bringing i t to their 
j | mind, would warrant their falfe expeiition of i t . 

To conclude, Decry not the neceffity of the 
m ordinary fanctifying work of the fp i r i t , to blefs 

O 4 the 



168 Troubles of mind may. 

jne Scripture to your true illumination and fane-
tincation : And i f any pretend to any other reve
lations or infpirations, or expositions of the Serf 
pture which they cannot prove to you, defvife them 
not but modeftly leave them tothemfelves i But 
take heed that the reverence of any ones holinefs, 
tempt you not to depart from the certain fcflfcient 
word of God and draw you not into any S«# o r 

llerefie, or Separation, or Opinion contrary to 
Gods fUndins Law. 

D I R E C T . X X I X . 

fake heed left the trcuble of your own dify^' 
cted doubting minds do heceme aJnare, 1* 
draw you tofome ui couth way of cure, atd 

fo make the fancy of [erne new Opinion, 
or Prac~tifeyte feem your %tmedyy a»dgfe 

you cafe, andthereby perfwade you that it if 
the certain truth. 

THis is the pitiful Cafe of the ignorant, ^ 
ungrounded, and troubled fort of rel igi° u S 

perfons j that they are looking every way for 
and comfort : And having not wifdom enough f 
fetch true grounded fatisfa&icn from the Scri
ptures, and from the folid truth, in the ufe or 
Gods appointed means, they hearken to any e £ e 

phat will prcmife them comfort .and falvation, b1 
'Ehat means fcever. Like ignorant people 3 5 

\fah ftcknefs ; fome of them know not an ahje 
' Phyfi-
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Phyfician, and fome of them wi l l not be at the 
coi t ; and fome of them wi l l not take fach un-
pleafing Medicines and moft of them have not 
patience to flay for a Cure, unlets the Medicine 
at twice or thrice taking do give them eafe, they 
wil l not believe that i t wil l do them any good : 
And fo in their fooliih ignorance, and the weari-
nefs of their pain, they w i l l go to any ignorant 
woman or unskilful fellew, who will take cheap-
e f t of them, and be boldeft in his undertakings: 
And thofe that die by i t , are out of fight, and 
forgotten by the l iving: And thofe that by the 
ftrength of nature do recover, do magnifie their 
ignorant Phyhcian,as i f there were none fuch, and 
fo entice others to their Graves. 

Thus many troubled unquiet fouls, either know 
not found Do&rine ar.d Teachers from deceit, or 
elfe wi l l not be at the pains or patience, to wait on 
God in the ufe of the right means • or moft com
monly fpoil the Remedy offered them, by their 
own rnifapplications ; and then for eafe they 
hearken to any ignorant Sectary, that wil l fiercely 
cry out againft found Teachers, and revile all that 
are wifer than himfelf, as i f he knew more than 
all the Minifters in the Country. O faith the 
deceiving Papift, you will never have fetled com
fort while you follow thefe Minifters, and t i l l you 
come to us, who are the true Church — Saith the 
Anabaptift, you will never be well fetled while 
you follow tbefe Preacheis : They have not the 
Spirit, butfpeak only by the book: Come to us 
and be baptized, and you will have peace. And 
thusfaidi the Quaker, theFamilift , and other 
Se£ts. 
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1 have known fome that, have lived long in 
doubts and fears of damnation, who have turned 
Anabaptifts, and fuddcnly had comfort; And yet 
m a fhort time they forfook that Sea and 
turned ^another. I have known thofe alfo that 
have lived many ve*rs in timerous ccmplaints,and 
fears of Hell ; and they have turned to the And-
nomians, and fuddenly been comforted; And 
others have turned Armenians, which is clean 
contrary, and been comforted : And others have 
but heard of the Do&rine of perfection in iW* Hff> 
and fuddenjy been paft their fears, as i f hearing of 
perfeaion had made them perfect .- And from 
thence they have turned Families, and at isft 
Aew'd their perfeaion by fornication and licenti-
oufnefs and meer Apoftafe; who yet liv'd very 
confcionably and bJamelefly, as Jong as they lived 
in their fears and troubles. 

The reason of aU this is plain to any judicious 
Qblerver. i . The perfons are ignorant and ne
ver had the right knowledge and skilful improve
ment, of the found doarine which at fir ft they 
feemed to embrace- And 2. the power of con
ceit and fancy brought them ^comfort or quiet-
nefsin their change. For they thought before,that 
i f they had not fomewhat extraordinary they could 
have no afluranee of falvation ; And while they 
held that found Doarine which all about them 
held as well as they, and found no extraordinary 
power of i t on their hearts, they perceived no 
difference between themfelves and others: But 
w.hen they had entertained new opinions, and en
tered into a new Sea, which confidently told 
them, th.u they only were in the right, they had 

then 
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then Jomethmgexcraordinary to truft their fouls on. 
And the novelty of the matter, and greatnefs of 
the change with" the conceited excellency of the. 
opinions and party, did make them think that they 
were now grown very acceptable to God. 

To this may be added, that as a life of holi-
nefs hath f«r more oppolition from the Devi l , 
the world and the flefh, than the changing of an 
opinion orjoyning with a party hath; io i t ffiuft 
be harder to get and keep that comfort which is 
got and kept by faith and holinefs,than that which 
is got by fuch an eafie change. 

We fee among us what abundance of perfons 
can live like beafts in moft odious whoredomes, 
drunkennefsand rage; or like devils in bloody 
cruelty againft the good, and yet be comforted, 
becaufe they are of the Church of Rome, which 
they thinkis the true Cnarch. As i f God fa-
ved men for being of fuch a fide or party ! And 
why may not Separatifts, Anabaptifts and others 
eaniy take fuch kind of comfort ? 

O therefore labour for well-grounded faith 
and folid knowledge ; that you :may attain the 
true Evangelical comforts , and your igno
rance may not prepare you for deceit ? and you 
may not belike, children tofs'd to and fro and 
carried up and down with every wind of do&rine 
by deceived and deceitful men. Nor may not 
haveneed to goito the devil to be your comfor
ter , nor to iteal a little unlawful peace from 
parties and opinions, as i f there were not enough 
to be had id Chrift and holinefs and eternal 
l i fe . 

D I R E C T . 
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D I R E C T . X X X . 

Keep in the rank of A humble Dtfciple or lear
ner in the Church of Chrijt, till you are fit 
and c Ailed to be your felf A Teacher. 

CHriftownethnoDifciples which are not if? 
one of chefe two ranks * either Teachers by 

office upon a lawful call, or Learners who fub-
mit to be taught by others. When his Mmifter* 
have made men his Difciphs, they muft afterward 
Teach them to obferve all things rrbatfoever he hath 
commanded them. Matth. iS. t$ 20. And a 
Learner muft hear and read and difcourfe in a 
learning way, by humble asking the refolution 
ofnisdoubts, acknowledging the weaknefsof his 
own underftanding, and the ftiperioricy of his 
Teachers. This is the common mine of raw pro* 
Jeffoars, that they prefently grow proud of anoof 
ignorant head, as i f it were full of knowledge 
andfpirituality: and while they continue Hea
rers, they continue not Difciples or Learners, 
outcome with a proud and carping humour, to 
Quarrel with their Teachers as poor ignorant 
men, in comparifon of them ; And therefore 
choofethema heap of Teachers according to their 
own opinions i And all this while theyWe fuch 
l i f t to be fome body and to vent their feeming 
wifdome, that they can hardly ftayfrom being 
Teachers themfelve?, t i l l they have any thing 
like a lawful call. Whereas i f they would have 
kept in the rank of humble Learners t i l l they had 

grown 
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grown wifer , they might have preferved the 
Cnurches peace and their ow©. 

D I R E C T . X X X I . 

Crow up i n the great fubftantial practical 
truths and duties, and grew downwards in 
the roots of a clearer belief of the word of 
God and the life to come 5 And neither 

. begin toe joon with doubtful opinionsy nor 
ever lay too much upon them, 

T T E t h a t taketh this conrfe will have all thefe 
^ l i ^ r l T * 8 ^ H c w i I 1 b e himfelf a 
I rl? I i a " ' fore of the main, 
which is his own falvation. Secondly, We w i l l 
havefofaft hold of the neceffary points; that no 
controverts or opinions, wi l l lhake his faith or 
deltroy his love to God or man. Thirdly, He 
wi l l honour God by upright pra&ife, and fhew 
forth the power and excellency of religion in the 
true fuccefs upon the heart and l i f e : His Reli
gion which begins in fol id faith, wil l grow up i n 
to fincere Love and good works/ Fourthly, He 
wi l l be without partiality, a Lover of all the fer-
vants of Cbrift, and therefore efcape temptations 
to faaion and divifion, becaufe his Religion con-
fifteth in thofe common truths and duties, which 
all profefs. Fifthly, he w i l l not oniyfafely re
ceive all further truths from thefe principles, but 
all his isnovvledge and difputes w i l l be fan&ified, 
as being ai.ll fubfervkm to fajth a,nd loyc and ho-

* W h e r e -
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Whereas he that taketh the contrary courfe, 
and prefently falleth to the ftudy of by-opinions, 
and layeth too much upon them, will prove too 
like a fuperficial hypocrite, and a deceiver of 
himfelf, by thinking that he is fomething when 
he is nothing. QaL 6. 5, 6. And he wi l l make 
a pudder ia the world for nothing , as chil
dren do in the houfe about their babies and 
their bawbles : He will make but an engine 
of his by-opmions , to deftroy true Piety ana 
Chriftian Love in himfelf firft, and then in a11 

that will believe him. He wjf! firft make him
felf, and then many others, believe that Reli
gion is nothing but proud felf-conceit and fa
ction ; And he wi l l be the fliame of his profef-
fion, and the hardener of the wicked in their fin 
and mifery ; by perfwading them that the Rel'-
giQus are but a few ignorant whimfical fanaticks* 
Thefe arc too fad experienced truths. 

D I R E C T . X X X I I . 

Lay not A greater ftyefs upon your Afferent 
words or manner ef prayer, than God hath 
laid 1 And take heed either of fcorning* 
reproaching or flighting , the words and 
manner of other mens worfhip, when It # 
(ttch AS God acceptethfrom the fincere* 

I .-. • • ; • bn$ 
T is an eafie thing to turn the native heat or 
Religion, into a feaverilh out-fide zeal about 

wrds, or ciremftances or ceremonies* whether.it 
be 

http://whether.it
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be for them or againjt them. O what a Wonder is 
i t , that by fo palpable a trick as th s, the Devil 
fhould deceive fo many, and make fuch a ff irand 
difturbance in the Church. I know that one party 
will cry up Order,& the other will cry up Spiritu
ality, and both will fay that God maketh not light 
of the fmalleft matters in religion, nor no more 
muft we : And in this general pofition there is c 
fome truth. But i f nothing could be faid for both 
their errours, they would then be no deceits, nor 
be capable of doing any mifchief. Somethings 
that you contend about, God hath left wholly 
undetermined and indifferent; And fome things in 
which your brother erreth, his errour is fo f mall 
a fault, as not at all to hinder his acceptance with 
God, ncr with any man that judgeth as God doth. 
Had you ever underftood, Rom. 14 & 15- you 
would have understood all this. 

I t would make a knowing Chriftiah weep be* 
tween indignation and companion, to fee in thefe 
times, what cerifitres and worfe are ufed on both 
fides, about the wordingof our prayers to God I 
How vile and unfufferable fome account them, 
that wil l pray in any words which are not mitten 
donnfar them? And how unlawful others account 
i t to pray in 'heir imfofed forms: fome becaufe 
they are .forms, and fome becatife they are fnch 
forms ; and fome becatife that Papifts have ufed 
them, and fome becaufe they are imfofed \ when 
God hith given them no command, butto-p'ray in » 
faith and fervency, according to the ftate of them* 
felves, and others, and in fuch order as is agree
able to the matter, and in fuch method as he hath 
given them a Rule and Patterned But of all 

quarrels-
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quarrels about forms and words y he hath never 
made any of* their particular-determinations, no 
more thin whether I mall preach by the help of 
Notes, or ftudy the words, or fpeak thoie which 
another ftudied for me. 

I t is a wonder how they that believe the Scri
ptures, came firft to make themfelves believe.that 
Cod maketh fuch a matter as they do, of their fe
deral words and forms of prayer : That h~ lovefh 
only extemporary prayer as fome chink, and hateth 
all prefcribed forms : Or that he loveth only 
prefcribed Forms as others think, and hateth 
all extemporary prayers by habit ? Certainly 
jnChrifts time both Liturgies by forms, andalfo 
prayers by habit were ufed ? And yet Chtift ne
ver interpofed in the Controverfie, fo as to con
demn the one or the other. He condemnet h the 
Pharifees for making long prayers to cover their 
devouring widdows houfes, and for their fraying to it 
feen of men: But whether their prayers were a 
Liturgy and fetform^ot whether they were extent 
prary, hetaketh no notice, as celling us that he 
condemned neither » ( And its like the Pharifees 
long Liturgy, was in many things worfe than 

•ours, though thePfalms were a great part of 
And yetChrift and his Apoftles oft joyned with 
them, and never condemned them.) 

Nay as far as I can find, the Pbarifees and ci
ther Jews were not in this fo blind and qilarrcl-
fome as we; nor never made a controverfie of i t , 
cor eyer prefumed to condemn either Liturgy' 5 

or Prayers by habit. 
I fhall now pafs by their errour who are ut

terly againft publike prayers from a habit, ashav-
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ing fpokenof i t at large elfewhere when I had 
opportunity. 1 fhall now only anfwer the con
trary extreme. 
• O b j . Where hath God. given Any men power to pre

fer ibe and imp i f e forms for others? or commanded others 
to obey them ? 

Anfo% F i r f t , where ever he hath given any 
power to teach their inferiors to pray, who cannot 
do it in a better way. He hath given Parents this 
power where he harh bid them, Bring up their 
Children in the nurture, and admonition of the Lord : 
Is it not by the Law of nature, the Parents duty 
t o teach their children to pray ? And is not the . 
learning of the mrds firit,profitable to their learn
ing of the fenfe ? May they not teach'their Ch i l 
dren the Lords Prayer or a Pfalm, though i t be i 
borm ? And why not then other words Which are 
agreeable to their State ? And he that taught his 
own Difciples a Form and Rule of Prayer, and 
telleth us.that fo John taught his T)ifriples, and faith 
to his Apoftles, As my Father fent me, fo fend I 
yow, by making them Teachers to his Church, did 
allow them to. teach either by forms or without, as 
the caufe required. A l l the Scripture is now to 
Preachers, a form of Teaching'. And when we read 
a Chapter, we read a preferred form of Dotlrine',-
And i t ha h many forms of frayir and praife, and 
forms of Baptising & adminiflring the Lords Supper. 

I f you fay, that the Apoftles had an infallible 
fpir i t , I anfwer. True : And that proveth that 
that their Doctrine was m&re infallible than other 
mens: but not that they only and not. other men 
m * y teach by the way of forms. AH the Books of 
Sermons ROW written are Co many prefcribed w-ords. 

f 0 
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*r forms of teaching: And i f we may ufe forms of 
Teaching as well as the Apoftles, why not alfo 
forms of fraying. 

I f you fay that the Apoftles prefcribed the 
Church no Liturgy, I anfwer, That only proveth 
that no one is miverfally necejfary , nor to be#»*" 
verfatiy impofed ? but not that therefore no ufe of 
forms affrayer irtlavtful; May we not now ul e 

the Lords Prajer, or pray in fome other Scriftare 
form} 

Obj . Bit the Apoftles compelled none to W 
them. 

Anfa. Chrift and his Apoftles afl'umed not the 
civil Swora, and therefore fo compelled men to 
nothing : But yet tneir authority bound the con* 
fcience • when Chnft faid, rshenyepray, f*y9

 0 i f 
Father, &c. he kound them in duty to do as he 
bid them, though he forced them not.1 

But Secondly, tell me i f you can where Goo 
forbiddeth you to ufe good and lawful wo™s* 
prayer, meerly becaufe the Magiftrate or P p ° 
bids you ufe them. Is this the meaning of all ttfi 
Precepts of honouring andobeying your Super*" 

?ors [ Do nothing which they bid you do, though 
/otherwife lawful.] O ftrange expofition of the 

Fifth Commandment ? i f you command yo» r 

Child to learn a Catechifm or.Form of P^yef be
fore his meat, or for other times, will you teac 
him to fay Father or Mother, i t had been lawtu 
for me to ufe this Form , i f neither you nor any 
body had bid me $ But hecaufe you bid m e > n 0

1

w

a J 
is unlawful.] O whither wil l not partiality lea 
men i n 

Obj . But thoPgh it le lawful to impofe f***^. 
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children , yet not upon aged Cbriftians. 
±An[ve. Aged perfons have too many of them 

as much need of fuch forms as children. Age 
maketh not the difference: We are fain to teach 

I many aged perfons farms of Catechifm as well 
as children 5 Why not therefore forms of pray
er ? 

O b j . But it is not lawful to impofe forms fublikfly 
tn whole €mgregat ions of Believer s, 

Anfiv. AH fe&s in the world do i t . I never 
heard any Scparatift or Anabaptift or any other 
publike Min i f t e r , but he impofed zform of prayer 
upon all tha Congregation. He is void of com- -
mon fenfe that thjnketh that his extemporary 
prayer is not as truly a form to all the people, as 
i f i t had been written in a book. The order and 
fiords are not of your own invention, but invented 
by another to your hand ; and impofed upon you 
to ufe; For I hope you come together to pray9 

and not to hear a prayer only. But the diffe
rence is> Firft^ that one impofeth every day a nm 
form on you, and the other impofeth every day 
the fame : Secondly, And that one telleth you 
not what words you fhall pray in , before you 
hear them ; and the other writeth them down for 

j you to know before hand. For my part I won
der why written or unwritten, long-premedita
ted or fuddenly expreffed prayers fliould be ta
ken for unlawful. Buthowever do not think the 
difference to lie where it doth not: For doubt-
lefs to the people, they are; both for met, and both 
impofed, though not impofed by the fame perfons 
and authority. 

Ob j . But at U4 }M have no proof ftr impofin£ 
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forms on the Minifters them/elves. 
Anf. F i r f t , I know no man that queftioneth but 

fome form of prayer and praife were impofed by 
God himfelf, on the Jemfh Minifiers; And one 
was taught by Chrift to his Apeftles: And a form 
of Trofefton of faith, and of Baptifm and the 
Lords fupper is impofed on all the Minifters of 
the Church. And Joel 2. 17. a form of prayer 
is taught the Priefts : Secondly, But we are not 
now pleading for the needlefs impofing of any 
forms* nor the caufleft reftraint of exteinpora-
rary prayers. I have fully born my teftimony ** 
gainft that in due feafon: But many things are 
lawfully and neceflarily obeyed, which are nor 
lawfully commanded, as I fhall fhew you more 
anon. I could heartily wifti that we could fay 
that all Minifters ( of any party ) were fuch as 
were wholly above the need of forms. Or at 
Jeaftfuch whofeown compofures were better for 
for the Church, than any that could be offered 
them by others ( I f i t were not a contradi
ction ) 

But all that I now expect from the Objectors 
is, that they tell me or themfelves, what proof 
they have that i t is a fin for a Mini[ier only to uf e ' 
an impofed form , when all the Congregation elfc 
may ufe it ? Arifwer this well before you go. 

And I pray kttll the people note here , that 
it is not, nor cannot be denied, but that a form 
(even anew one every day ) may be lawfully he 
impofed upon all them$ and that the queftion is only 
of the Minifters ufe of impofed forms. 

Ob/. Bat our Minifters do not imfofr their ft*P-
frs by force* , 

drift* 


