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i§o
And whatif I fhould look further, to hiftor
eal fame when I am dead 1 - Away, with the 0¥ér®
valuing of that too, as part of the hypocrites e~
ward ! I confefs Godunfually, bleffeth the memor
ry of the jult,and fiets their names above the peW”
erof the greateft tyrants, and caufeth the names
f thewicked torot s But this is buta tempor
and nncertain thing.  If one write in My pral
tothe higheft ;: and another write a Volume ©
falfe ‘reproaches; how fhall pofterity koo
which is true 3 who knew neither party nor 3
canfe ? 4 % e B2 533407
~'But yet the nearer reafon of all this admoni®’
on'is, to letyowknow that as contencion ¢O%*
by pride,, foover-valung the efteem and ¢’
fures of men ~(though Good or Great ) 18 $
dreadful fnare, and caufe of fchifmes : For e
you will be ftretching your confciznces, and ufifg
your witsto: pleafe the parey whofe cenfuresy®
maft efcape ¢ And you wijl wound the troghy & od
be warping to- their errours and extreams : 2,
though by this you may think , thatfome: prefe?
neceflity may be {atisfied, and :fomc,inconvﬂﬂﬁ’:;
cies avoided,: ye at the long running, the WosY
will be foundtobe increafed and the cure * i
harder becaufe of the delay, - Converfe Wit A2
men as thofe that muft be finally judged by G |
dnd remember that the Judgis at the doore. -

v

{34
J

x

' pIRECT:

£

Fal L S )




R

1) Choofenot1s conver [ with Cenfurers, 158

I RECE 2RV

#fe not your [elwes uecdlefly 1o the familiar
. company of that fors of Christians, who #ft
~£0 reproach and cenfwrethem, that are more
“fobery Catholick and charitable shan them-
Jelves : wnlefs you alfo be as much or
““amare with the [oberer fort, who will [hew you
he /iﬂ and mosfchicfs of wncharitablenefs,
eenforioufnefs, and divifions, g

,‘ N.Othing is more experienced, than the power
"N which the converfe of chofen familiarshath ,.
~ upon the minds of the injudicious and unfetled.
* Which maketh education and thé converfe of
- our youth, to have fo greata hand in choofing
~ mens opinions and Religion . And is the caufe
that Religionisas Languages are, diverfified by =
. the territories “or bounds of Countries. - They
that are bred among fuch, as ufe to fpeak of
enters, asodious, as hypocrites, 2s hereticks,
as {chifmaticks, as nngodly, 2s proud fanaticks,
are very like to be pofiefled themfelves with the
{ame{pirit of malice and detra&ion. Tne words
of thofe whom you refpe&, efpecially when you
hear them not confuted , will make you believe
that it is fo indeed , and that the perfons are as
" mad or s odious asthey make them. ~ And thus,
 the Papifs think odioufly of the Proteftants, and
the YLatheransof the Calvinifts ; and the Armi-
nians and Anti-Arminians , the Diocefans and
R Y & N 3 3 the
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152 Converfe not with the cenforions.
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the Presbyterians, the Pzdobaptifts and Anaba-
ptifts of oneanother : becaufe they converfe on-
ly with fach as paint them in' 21 ‘odions fhape-
And thus if you ufe cnly or chiefly to converlg
with the cenforions Separarifts 3 “yon Thall hear fo
many invetives again(t them that aré trulyCatho-
lick, and fober, as will make you think that Leve
and Peace and Catholick Communion, arefome
finful and mifchiz=vong things. Sometimes ' bey
will deride them ag ridiculous; and fomerimes
they will call them temporizers, formalifls,. Of
luke-warm hypocrites, who will do any thing 11
compliance with their own commodities, and fof
the faving of their flefh. And fometimes they will
thunder “out fome . terrible’ threatnings againf
them and cheir ‘way, as heinoufly finful. And this
language will form the belief and affections of 1g*
norant Chriftians into.its own -uncharitablé
mold; asa neceffary pare of Chriftian zeal. “A$
it was the common way of the fuccefs of th: Qa3
kers; to come into Chriftian affemblies, and i
prophetical ftrain, like men commiffioned from
heaven, inthe name of the moft high God'to des
pounce his jadgements againft the faithfolleft
Paftorsand their flocks,and prenourice them.con=
demned enemies of the light s arid fo by thevery
tersour of their words, chey frightenied many W0~
men and boys into their fe&; before they }mdfftf
ftood at all what it was that they were againft of
for :fodo the Separatifts declaim againtt the fin-
fulnefs of Parifh affemblies and communion, 40
of forms of prayer and fuch like,: cill they have
frightened the ignorant into their miffaken

ZC“ . g d
s Thege«
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. Therefore; thotigh I am'net perfwading you
to feparate from hefe feaverifh perfonsy as “they
do from others; ! yet 1 wonld advife all the yoiin=
ger and unfetled fore , that love themfelves, ‘ot
needlefly to choofe the familiar frequent compa~

ny of fuch

: Our private company is at our own

choice,  [y¥x¥ TOHAICA
_And a5 the company of fierce felf-conceited
ividers,. s {o very dangerous,fo.@rithe contrarys:
the company of grave, experienced, fober, cha-
Titable and judicious ivings and other Chryfti-
s, isexceeding helpful to fértfethe minds of
the younger 'siid tesker fort s “With them' they

all hear the unity
rine of Chriftian

of the Church’y” 'and'"fh’c;-"‘glo-
Love and Concord, humility,

‘Mmeeknefs and mod eration cpmd yand the fAnifyl=
Defs and lathentableconfequentsy offchifms. felf-
- Conceitednefs;icenforioufnefs and difcord 3 which

among others they fhould never hear,

enwlal
eIVEDL

d1:And fer me feave this Warning to the Church of
God, that if evéiit may. be-haped:thar Unicy; Looe _
and peace floall beovecaverid sy s muft bedythe raining
“pof the younper Chwiftians , under the preceprs: and:
examples: of fuch grave, jadicives s experienced-and:
peaceable gaidesy inftead of educating them in the fmon=.

ky [chorchin
felf-cbn::itpf

ther our times and

chimney , of yoang wnexperieaced
teachers, who burnwithrhe ambition o
eﬁplaufe. Ard'letthe foberbe-think them whe-

teachersare becter and porer

ehan theirs ; towhom Pask faid,  Aet. 30::3e.
Of your own felves fhoall men arife; fpeaking perverfe:

thingsy 10 draw away
414, Hegavethe

difciples after them. - And Eph.:
‘Church Paftorsand Teachers;

for its Unity and parie&ion [ Thar :we kenceforth be

no
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f 154  Anfwersef prayers wiftaken.
' %0 pore childreny sffed t0.and fras, 4nd carried abont
with,every mind of doftrine, by the [leight of men ot
CHBBin crafeinefs.y whereby they. Iy 3mwait 10 def
Miﬂ‘-;;. 'y awol i5ild &b ol sger s
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DIRECT. XXVI.

Take beed of mil-judging of the Anﬁveﬂ"ﬂ/
: "Zm prayers;” andof taking thofe things ¥
be from Gad, which are but the effedts?
. gour prejudige ;. pafsion er weaknels of 4%

derfpandings .. - Al

~His is 2 fin, which I know nat whether 114/
- &) fay is niore common with many godly perfons’y
efbltdare injuriowi toGad;or more pireiful as o them*
elves, bl 1ovart e DG T8 Lt
1o It is fo common, thav itis shard to meet with
_ many women-and paffionate Chriftians’,: Who are
eatneft in prayet , but fometimes they ran into
this miftake , and judge ungrounded!y of the m;
fwer of their prayers, by fuch feclings and ftrons
apprehenfions of their own , as pever CAme from
the fpirit of Ged at all. iidh R
- And itis agreat wrosg to God,. 1o be made the
author of mans infirfinities and errqurs) and of that
which is contrary to hisword, .o/ st
“And yetitisavery. pitifal cafe,as £0 the 0 5; p
derss becaufe it is ufually the fin of perfons: o ‘
are very npright and honeft in the main, and U o
are yery ferions in their prayers to God; a8 e
fich 2s have naturally fach weaknefs of feg]‘:’;‘nf, s
2
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Anfwers of prayers miftaken. s
ftrength of affeétion , a5 that they are lefs blame-

able, though lefs curable than others are, = :
- Tounderftand this martrer the 'bcttef{l,cg,f?’
you confider, that Prayer is not to change Gods
mind ;5 but to make usthe. meet receivers of his
mercies: And this it doth by exciting and exer-
cifing thofe apprehenfions and defires, which make
usfit by valuing them to improve them. - There-
fare fach principles, difpofitions and defers &5
are inusy Prayer dotl; excite and exercife : And
svery man prayeth according o bis own judge-
menr, difpofition and affection, . And that appre-
henfion and affetion, which is' moft firred up
and exercifed, 15 moft felr (ind that ‘which i
molt felz , doth moft take usup, and is moft ob-
feeved : And (o we think that it is the impalfe of
Gods fpirit, and the anfwer of our Prayes
whenitis but the operation of our own [pirits,
;xl;d the fenfible -a&ivity of cur former princi-
ok Bl ariameiti B e Loy s

?_ There are very few that take their impulies.=
and refolutions, for the fpirits anfwer of their
prayers, but they had bef‘grc"in undcrﬁ:gnd;x)g
moft inclined to that opinion , or elfe 2 byasup-
on.-their affe&ions , bending them  that yway 5. ox
fomething jn them(elves which occafioned  the
{calestoturpthatypay, .. . o
Obj. Buz 1did Lring mymindto 4 pureimpartia-
lity, and prayed.to God thar he would [hew me the
wruch, be it what it wonld be : and thar if this were

moz righty be woald blaft ic and never [ufffer it to goon :

 Andthe mored prayedy the.move I was confirmed, tha
this i the rights S S

Anfw, Allthis maybe, without any of Gods
appro-




356 Father not miflakes on Gody

“approbation of the conclufion” which you think 18
,ﬁ;;ﬂagf wer to your prayers. For whileft you pray=
-ed th2e God wonld turn gour mind from it , 1f 1t
‘Wwere ot right ; “yet at that time your judgement
was inclinzd to it ;" or your affe@ions at leaft *
Anditis an eafier thing ‘to fpeak impartial words

N prager, than' to get-an impartial unprejut

diced mind. And when you chink thit your mind
asbrought to ari imipireiality, alas, there may b
many deep roots of prejudice,which’ you obferve

- mot: Andthere s fcarceone of a thoufand, who

thinketh that he prayeth with a pure impartiafity,
but his opinion, difpofition, inclination, intereft;
orfecretaffection, doth byas and. ponderate his
Aind, more to on: fide than to-the other.
" Butif you were never fo willing to know the
sruth, yet thare’ate paffions in yous 'and corri-
ptions, andigno-ance and former errours, which
may all do much to hinder you from' knowing 1t,
and may breed many falfe apprehenfions in yout
mind; “'and yet may cherifh them with as dear 2n
?‘Eﬁ%&l and #ff:&ion, asif they “Were certainly
ﬁf”;rq‘God.‘ e oy : 2
~ 7And morédver;  you have been gilty of former
fins:" And’ whether :God for any of them, may
Fetve you toriin into fiftakes, you know not. OF
whzther any prefent f{elf-conceitednefs may 0cc#”
fion him to leave you tomiftakes. "0 o o
" But the principal part of my anfwer is this
God hath no whare promifed to"réyeal all his
truth'to you , becanfe you defire himfocodo. I¢
18 not every prayer of yours, which ‘he hath pro-
mifed tohzar and grant 3 but only thofe which 21€
sgrecablewo hiswill ;" His will is eicher 'vhxs,c'lr’:"
Y 15 2

e
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Anfwer of prayers. gag

erecy his Command , or his- Promife. * Thonghthe
rft be not it that is meant in the text, yet dt.as .
- certain chat yourprayers eannot change G ods de-
crees.  The will of his command doth more con=
cern the fenfe of the'texc ;- but it isonly a nega-
tive which may hence be gathered 3 - that is,. that
I your prayers be contrary to Gods com-
Mands, they are your fns 4nd have no promife of
hisgrane.  Bueit will net follow that God will
grant all the prayers which are putup inobedi-
ence to his laws : But only that you fhall be no»
loofers by fuch obedience ; but he will give yoiy
that,  or fomething which (hall be as good for you-
It may be Geds command that godly children
thould pray for the lives of their fick parents 3
and that parents pray for the converfion of their
ungodly children, and that we pray for all men :
And yet it dothnot follow that we fhall have the
very thing which we obediently pray for. . Bug
it is his Promifing will which is the meafure of our
bape,  as his Commanding will is the rule of our b
bedience,  Whatfoever he hath promifed, he wiil
Certaiply give us.  Now God hath no where pro.
Mifed in his word, that he will reveal the true
Ieaning of every text of feripture, to everygod-
Iy perfon thae asketh it, Praying 15 but one of the
means which God hach appointed you to'come to
knowledge. : Diligent reading, hearing, and me=
ditation , and counfel of . the . wifeft 15 another
means. 'Even to dig for je. 45 for filver, and
tofearch for it 5 s for hidden treafure 5 and, to
continue fo doing, and wait at the pofls. of . wif-
doms doors, - that knowledge may comeioto, you
by degreesin timé, Geod hath ot pr Oméf?ﬁit%@!
Vot ue
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trge lmderﬂanding » upen you'r*prayers alone »
without all the reft ‘of his appointed means:

Nor thae you fhail attain it by thofe means, 45

toorias you defire and feek it ; For then prayer
would be a notable pretenfe for laziriefs, and they
that would notbe at the labour; of ftudy, me-
ditation, or conference;might fave alf their pains;
and go'to God 4nd ‘ask wifdome of him and be
wonld give'it thert. ' Even as idle beggars think
without working , to get an alms to maintil
thent in'their flothfulnefs.  Ifinflead of all ouf
reading, bearing, and meditation 5 we could but
pray; and fo gerall the knowledge which ocher
men {tidy , 1abotir 'and wait for it would D¢
100 chedp a way to wifdome.  Sulomon thar got
it by ptayar extrsordinarily, commandetn us ve®
ry great diligence to get it.

Itisvery confiderable , not only that Chrift -

inicrealed in wifdome in his youth, ‘but alfo that
tie would riet enter npon kis publick Miniftery
(asis aforefaid) till he was about thirty yeirs
of age. When it had been more eafié for Chts
to have got 2]l knowledge by two or three earne
prayers, than for any of us. y

Moreover you muft pray according to Gods
irill of precept, notonly in the marrer but 10 the
mariner of yout prayers. And there may be mor
felfifhnafs, and many other corruptions in t1°
mamner of them than you difcern. e

And there are many things which fabmiffively
© you maylawfully pray for, "
Verpromifed you at all: You may pray for ; b
1ife of the fick , andfor the converfion and 1%
vation of afl your relations, andof thoufands ©

others =

which God hath pe- -
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IR Ty the [uppofed anfwers. 149

- others which God will not give you. Otherwife
all the relations of every teae Chriftian thould
be faved,yea atid a1l his enemies and all theworld,
Toapply all ‘this, It may be you arein doubt
whether this or the other be the meaning of fuch
a text of feripture p Or whéther you theuld joyn
With fach a Charch, in the ufe of fuch preaching
and prayersor not? And when you have prayed
carneftly, you are confirmed for one way and 2=
sainft the other.  And perhapsall this is buc 1o
B¢ confirmed in your errour : For firft, yon came
Witha fecret prejudice ; fecondly, or you came
With diftempered affe®ions3 or with fuch a fear
Of going one Way rather than the other, that the
Yery fear ddtb muchto caufe yotr apprehcnﬁom«
Thirdly , ‘or'you cothe with the gnilt of former
fin. ‘Fonrthly,or you have fome partiality on your
fpiric, and 2 fecret inclination to orie fide more
thinco the other ;  or fome overvaliting of youir
own underftandings , perfons or prayers. Fifthly,
_Or you are lazy and prefumptuons ; and think
God muft teach you that in one hour, and at a
with or prayer, which others better than you
trjqﬂ-l::rn with prayer and twenty years ftudy,
diligence and patience. Sithly , or you think,
God muft needs refolve you of that which he ne-
ver promifed to refolve you in,  Where hath be

promifed uponall your prayets, thac ever he will
teach you'in this life ‘thefenfe ‘of every text of
Scripture? 1€ ever he promifed this he will per-
form it. Andisit to One Chriffian; or o every
praying Chriffian that he hath promifed ic? If
Y0 evéry one, why are wenot all of 4 mind § Why
benotall as wife as you? What need we Com-

| menti=
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360 Of beliewing thas we fhallreceive.
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mentarics then? Or. whar need have others of
your, Reyelations : If it be but, to,_fowe, who be
thofe fume 2 And how (hall we: know them 2 And
how tknow you, that .you, are one of them ? ‘A0
why do not hefe [ome,” condefcend to.vrite a0~
fallible Commentary. upon, zll the Bible, Wie8
they themfelves are tanght it of Gody thatfo-We -
may doubt and diffier no mere ? :
<But if you fay that it is,noe the meaning of ev¢t)
tewr-that God hath promifed to make knownito
you when you, pray , but of fume. few, how wil
you know whichzhafe few bep. And where is the
promife which maketh this difference p Except
only. thac to all rue Chriftians ,, he hath prom”
fed to reveal fomuchas is necefiary co their fal*
vation. ; But if you wiil pray for more, your bes
lief of your fuccels maftnot go beyond thepro=
mife, . If .yon will promife co. your felves , O
muft performfor your felves? . v 1 n it l
. 1Objs Bur bath not God bid s believe that we fbl
receive what. ever we_ash, and. promifed 10 believer!
shat they [ball receive jt 3- i i AN
Lo Anf, He hath firf made 2 Law ;o,command
¥Ou.prayer, and.then made a premift to. granh
Avhat you. pray for, according to hismill, that3%
aceording to his command and. promife and hats
amade your beliewing of this promife, one of the €07~
ditions of his fulfilling it to yous . So. thatif YO
sbelieve not his power and promife.you ﬂ““.’."?
have right immediately to. the thing pmm‘feé
Butif you, pray and believe and withall ufe tho
“gther means with diligence, and patience, W f{;‘;
o hath appomted you, you fhall know. in, €25
Jmeafice.asas uitable o your fate (For GodPie

3 2y o
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Dot promufed the fame meafure of kgowledg to ali

mife giveth yon , and not that you . fhall know
‘i*“ that you pray toknow, and that immediate<

Objs But then you léave #s ar uter tincertaine
8y's whether e have the anfwer of our prayers o
B ? > oy )
enfw. Notfo. Butthe anfwer.of your pray-
€rs muft not be tried by your conceitsbut by Gods
rule, Ifyou p-ayfor that which you have nei.
ther, a command nor promife for , your prayer is
fif; and your anfwer cant be nothing but Gods re-
buke, of your owndelufion.  But if you pray
for tnat which you have a command for , but no
particulsr premife; then you hiave only the Genéral
promife that your prayer {hajl notbe joft, but fhafl
| bring down either the thing you pray for,or fome-
- thing elie which the wifdome of God feeth to be
beft for you and otherszani to his ends. And this
s all that you can warrancably believe. - But if you
pray for that which bath both a' command and a

ceffary grace and life eternal toa believer ) you
may be fure that this prayer fhall be granted in
kind. ~ So that you aze not to judge of the anfwer
of prayeis, by your feelings and psffions and im-
pulfes; buc by the promsife of God, which you mufl
j believe will be fulfilled what ever you feél : Fairk
and not feeling mufk tell you whether your prayer
be accepted, : : _ 4 &
- _ Nay if you thould receive heaith or wealth or
§ifts for your felves or others; when yéu have
prayed for them 5 you cannot tell whether it bg.

19} a

- true believers. ), Sothat this js allthat the pros.

Particular promife (1as the pardonof fin, and ne-
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163 otiftake of a i
a merciful anfwerto your'prayer, or-a-judgmens
unlefs yowtry it by faithaccording to'che pr it
1 have nothing now to fay of the cafe of Hiracles,
3 but thiss 1€ God pramife 1 miracle, you' ‘may b¢-
7 lieve irbecaufe it is promifed: - If he 'petform’ it
g withouta ptomife 5 then' either yon muft not e
g ; lieve it till it is done, or elfe your faith mﬂ.ﬁ‘bc
| a miraclé alfo ; And “then che faith it felf 18 165
f own juftification. Bt miracles are now fo rare
5 that all fober Chriftians will take heed how they
I: expe_& them,or over- hattily belieye them §ran
| efpecially how they take their omwn belief for 2 #1°
racle,  All'the talk that fome men makeof 2 p7”
;ic_:élar faith,” may be tried by “what T-have here
2id. it g Bif aAvudvedgny Tl #
" Toconclude, the warning whichT'give’yom
this cafe, is fromdong and fad experienee. 1Y
known too many very honeft hearted ‘Chriftiars”
efpecially melancholiy perfons and women'y W(;
have been in greae doubt about the opinion’ ¢
the Millenaries, thé»SeP‘aratiﬁ*s, ‘the Aﬁféb’ F,‘?.’W’
the Seekers, and fuch like,and after eirnélt pr2)”
-erto God, theyhave beet ﬂrdngty&'-fé@ol@eduf"f
the way of errour; and confident by thé: fkrong 17"
preflion , thatit was che fpirits arfwer 16 el
prayers, and thereupon they have fet them inf0 #
! courfe of fin. If you fay, How know you that ey
were miftaken 2 I will tell you how. Firft, B¢
} caufe they have been refolved comtrary t0 t.;

‘ word of God. Ard I know, that Gods fP”'“fil
firft make a {tanding Rule, to try all aftcr..lm(-)
pulfes by 5 And what ever impulfe js contra’y tw
that Rule, is contrary to Gods [pirit. The a’gs
and the teftimony are now fealed, and all fp mzb

£
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Of impulfes and revelations. 163
to.be tni,ed;by‘them. Ifa. 8. 20. Scc_ond}y, Be-
canfed- have found -their imphlfes ‘contrary to "
| _one another. . One hath been refolved for In~
 fant biptilm, and agother againfticz One hath.
had 4 revealation for.a prelacy, like the order of

_ "X‘f on3):and the ?,;iqﬁs,,.;;nd another againt all
DPrehacy, o

. One hith been canfident ‘'of .an nfwer of
_Prayers for Antinomianifm’, “and another againft
it for Arminianifm : One for publike Commu~
' Dion, and another to deteft it: And both came
1n;.in.the fame way. - And Gods{pirit is not con-
aryto.ir felf, . Thirdly 5 Becaufe I have feen:
- abundance of  prophefies of things to come;
which people have this way received with the
- Sreateft confidence. to prove all falfe.. Fourthly,
Becaufe Lhave ftaid il many of the perfons have
found byf’spﬂicﬂc@;b;cthcy.wem deceived, and
- have confefled it with lamentacion, And fifthly,
 becaufe perhaps' I know more of the nature of
. Prejudice, affetion, melancholy,feminine weak-
- nefs,and felf-concsit,and of tempting God inthe
- Way of prayer, and of fatans transforming himfelf
- Into.an, Angel of light, than every Reader will
- know.till they have paid for their learning.
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200l FRIE €T, ~RX VL ;
Do not 180 much yeverence: the : impﬂlﬁs 0’*
Lvevelasionsor most Confident optnions 'lf:
“any others, upon the account of their fir,

. Gerity or holinefs : byt 1ry all judtcig({#}
and ubenly by the Ward of Gade 1.
Mﬁny that have o fuch impuifes themfelves,’
VAL -are yet fo much taken with the reverence’
of others, that.they:are very 4pt to befeduced by’
their confidence..  Whenfo: great 2 manas Ter
sullian was deceived by Monranus and his prophe”
tefs : when fuch a one as Hacke: could deceive not
only Coppinger and. Arthingtoh 5 but: abundancé
more, {ome taking him for the-Meffiati; and fom®:
by his breathing on them: thinking thar they W
ceived the Holy Ghoft ! When'David George ™
Holland, avd Fohw of Leyden in Munfter, and Beb-
men. Stiefelimand fo many more pretended Pro*
phets in Germany could deceive fo many perfons
as they did? 'When. the pretended revelation®

of the Ranters fieft, and the Quakers after coul

fo marvellonfly tranfport many thonfand profet=’

fours of religion inr this land ; I think we have fait

warning to take the counfel of St, Fobn,Believe #¢

every [pizit 5<bus try the [pivics whether they be of God ¢

Itisa pitiful inftance of the good old learns¢

Commenins, who fo ealily believed the prophqﬁcf

Of Daubritinsand the reft which lie hath pk}’bllﬂ‘t,

ed; Yea when he {aw the prophefies fail, );:

wier'he adjured the prophet to fpeak srathy 7
£
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got him to fwear-as before the <Lord that it was
teuth s this feemed enough to/confirm: his belisf
of bim : whereas if he had beenas well acquainted
with the natare of Melancholy:and. Hytericsl
paffions as many others are, he would have known
that as firange things as that he recordech of the
Man or women, may be done without any Divine
1nfpirations : and tha itis no wonder if that per=
Ton fivear thac his words are true; - whois firlt de-
ceived: himfelf before he'deceive others.  For
2 cracke brain’d perfon to believe his'delufions to
_Sereal verities, is fittle wonder, © ' ¢ o3
have many a time my felf converfed with
Perfons of - great honefty and piety (though of no
Sreat judgment) who have fome of them afirmed
that they had angelical revelations; -and fome of
: th;m thought that ¢he Spirit of God did bring
thig Serpture, or that Scripture t6 their mind in
~anfwer to theirprayers ; and were fo very cons«
fident that what: they afirmed was the certain
- truth orvoice of God s thac I have been fricken
With 2.reverence to their profeffions; and with a
fear le® T fhould refit God in refifting them.
But refolving ¢o take none on earth for the mafter
of my faith | but to try the Spirits whether they
be of God, by going to the Law and Teftimony,
I was conftrained ‘to turn my reverence into pity.
Por T found that their feeming' revelations were
{ome of tham Scripture-dottrizie, and fome of;’thexln =
congrary to the Scripture + As for that which is

£

Tation for it # Is it not there fufficiently'revealed?
Can" their words add any authority to the Word
ofGod? And have I'not Gods own Minifters and

ol O 3 mears

already in the Scripeure,what need I farther reve- -




166 How to argue with them.

! méans to help me to the knowledge of his word ?
And as for that which is contrary to SCHiptaics
am-fuce thac it is.contrary. to the will of GO¢
And if an Angel from Heaven fhould preach 3097
ther Gofpel to me , I muft hold;him accurfed:
Gal.1.7,8.f0 that if thefe perfons fhould have the
appearance & voice of an Angel{peaking to thet

! 1 wou!d defpife it as well as the words of 2 mortd

e man,if they be agaipft the recorded word of God:

" 'But by what I have {:en and heard, I know that

it is a greattemptation to fome weak Chriftians

5 to hear one that ismuch in prager, fay, T4k be

B what you do = Have no Comminion with this fort ¢

amen, norin this or thasway of werfkips »oT inth# "
| thar opinion 3 for I am [ure it is agﬂinﬂ' the ?ﬂi"‘f of

’ God : 1 ‘ence thought s yosdo, bue God hash bestt”

miade Rnown bis mind unto me. - ¢

I - ‘But faving the due refped to the honefty ©

: fuch perfons; ask them , How fhall I know hat
you are in'the right > If they fay 5 [ will redfo?

she cafe with youy but I know iz o be the mind of G 5

Tell them, that God hath made yon reafondd'®

creatures,and will accept no unrealonadle farvic® | S8

of you; and you have but ope Mafter N @

Faith,even Chrift: Therefore if they heljeve thaf thl’

themfelves, whica they can give you no re2ion “; 1f‘f

believe, thzy malt be content to keep thelr b?—l‘e, A

to themfclves, -and not, for ﬂlame,,perf.wad‘?an P

other to it; without proof 1 If they fay that Gﬂh ;;:

hath revealed it to them, Teklthem, thit bc'ha;s |,
not-revealed it to you , and therefor;cz_jr?h?i_‘ 1 %

niothing- to you 5 -till they. prove: tb""""%ﬂ. 3

wing revélacion: 1€ God revealitto them butf he °11

themfelves they muik keep tto themfelyes: - oo |

e : revéd

|

1.
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reveal to them for orhers , he witl-enable-them to
make {ome proof of their revelations, thatothers
- may be'fure that they fin not in’ belieying them.
If they fay,that the Scripture is their, ground; Tell
them that the Scripture is already revealed to
| 2ll5 And if indeed what they fpeak bethere) you

ate ready to beljeve its  But if chey p%rVert the

Scripture by falfe interpretation, or abufe'it and

mifapply it, none of this is the work of the Spirte

of God. ; ! / ; AL

If they fay that the fpirit hath told them the
meaning of the Scripture,{ay as before, thatis not
told for you , which is not proved to you? The

Scripture is written in fuch words as men ufe, of
- Purpofe that they mighe underftand it3 and isto
underftood by all men thar hear it, though
 they have no revelstion : God hath fet Paftorsin
his Church to teachit 3 If therefore revelations
. be (il neceffary to the underftanding of the Scri-
pture revelations, then the Scriptures feem to be
in vain 3 and thefe laft revelations muft again
have new revelations to the right underftanding of
them alfo. ,

_ The truth js, it is very ordinary with p oor fan-
cifyl women and melancholy perfons, to take alk
their deep apprehenfions for revelations. And
if a text of Scripture come into their minds, they
fay, This text was brought to my mind, and thas text
- was fee pon may [pirie 5 As if ‘noching could bring
2 texr to their thoughts, buc fome extraordinary
motion of God?And as if this bringing it to their
mind, would warrant their falfe expofition of 1t.

To conclude, Decry not the neceflity of the 3
ordinary fan&ifying work of the fpirit, to blefs \
04 the ‘




363 Troubles of mind may,

she Scripture to yonr cene i huminition 'and fanc-
tification : And if any pretend to any other reve*
lations orinfpirations, or expofitions of the Scri-
pture which they cannoc prove t6 you, defpife them
nor, bue modeftly leave them to themfelves ¢ Bit
take heed that the reverence of any ores holinefs,
tempt you not to depare from the certain {i:fcient
-word of God and draw you not intu any Sect of

- Herefie, or Separation, or Opinion contrary t@

Gods ftanding Law.

D S

DIRECT, XXIX. .

Take heed left the trouble of 'wvyoar own difgpe

cted dombting minds do beceme a fnare; 10

draw you 10 fome wnconthway of cure, 47
fomake the fancy of fome new Opinion, 5¢

or Praitife,to feem your Remedy, and g17°
. Yoweafe, andthercby per[wade you thar 1 ¥

the certain syuth.

,THisis the pitiful Cafe of the ignorant, .wi :
! & ungrounded, and tronbled fort of rehg‘m}

perfors ;. that they are looking every way for ¢4 g
and comfort : - And having not wifdom enough !

fetch true gronnded fatisfa&ion from the Seft
ptuzes, and from the folid gruth; inthe ufe ‘:c
Gods appointed means, they hedrken to any oé g
#hat will promife chem comfortand falvatxont’c 2
What means foever, - Like jgnorant peopic

. - » - > . { ble
- Hein fcknets  fome of theme know-var 41 A4
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Phyfician, and fome of chem will not be at the
colt; and fome of them wifl not take fach un~
~ pleafing Medicines 5 and moft of them have not

patience to ftay for a Cure, unlefs the Medicine
ACtWice o thrice taking do give them eafe, they
will pot believe thac it will dothem' any goed:
- And fo in their foolifh ignorarice, “and the weari-
nefs of their pain, they will go to any ignorant
Woman or unskilful fellew, who will take cheap-
eft of them, and be boldel? in hisundertakings i
And thofe that die'by it; are eut of fighe ; and
forgotten by the living: And thofe that by the
ftrength of nature dorecover, do magnifie their
ignorant Phy(ician as if there were none {uch, and”
fo entice others to their Graves. e

Thus many tronbled unquiet fouls; either know -

nit found Doctrine ard Teachers from deceit, or
- elfe will not be at the pains of patience, towait on
- God in the ufe of the right means ; or moft com-
monly fpoil the Remedy offered them, by their
own mifapplications 5 and then for eafe they
hearken to any ignoranc Se&ary, that will fiercel

cry out againft found Teachersyand revile all thae

are wifer than himfelf, as if he knew more than
all the Minifters in the Country. O faith the
deceiving Papift, you will never have fedled com-
fort while you follow thefe Minifters, and till yon
come to us, who are the true Church — Saith the”

Anabaptift, you will never be well fetled while™

you follow thefe Preachers :' They have not the

Spirit, but{pezk only bythe book: Come tous”

and be baptized, and you will have peace, And

Seé\ts,.\

~ thus faich the Quaker, the Familift, and other

i
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-4 -have: known- fome-thacohave lived Jog.id
doubts and fears of damnation , who. have curned

Anabaptifts; and fiiddenly had comforc : - And yet
1 2 fhore time ‘they . forfook . that. Sect and

turned toanother.’, . J have known thofe. al(o that
have lived-many yearsun timerous complaintsyan
fears of Hell 5 and they haye turned to the Antl+
nomuans, and fuddenly. been comforted: A
others have turned Arminians, which is clean
contrary, and been comforted : And others have

but heard of the' Dorine of perfeétion inths lifts

and fuddenty been paft their fears, as if hearing of
perfedtion had made them perfe& : And from
thence they have turned Familiffs, and at laft
thew’d their perfe&ion by fornication and licenti-
oufne[s and meer Apoftafiz; who yet liv'd very
confcionably and blamelefly, as Iong as they live

1n their fears and troubles,

Thereafon of all this is plain to any judicious”

Obferver. -1+ Theperfons are ignorant and ne-
ver had the right knowledge and skilful improver

ment, of the found do&rine which at firft they

feemed to embrace. And 2. the power of con-
ceit and fancy- brought them fcomfort or quiet-
nefs in their change. For they thought before,that
if they had not fomewhat extraordinary they coul

‘have no affurance of (alvation ;  And while they
held that found Do&rina which all about them
heid as well as.they, and found no extraordingr).
power of iton their hearts, they percdvcd no
difference between them(elves and others: But
whan they had entertained new opinions, and ep=
tered into a new Se&, which confidently £old

them, thit chey only were in the right, chey_é‘%{‘f
< th:

170 Comsfort-by erroyrss how wioﬁg be. /1l}
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then Jemerhing exiraordinary to truft their fouls on,
And the novelty of the matter, and greatnefs of
the chiange with the conceited excellency of the
opinions and pacty, did make them think that they
were how grown very dcceptableteo God. -
'To 'this may be added,  that as alife of holi=
nefshath fir more ‘oppolition from the Pevil,
the world and the flefh, than the changing of an
opinion or joyning witha party hath; foit maft
be harder toget and keep that comfort which is
got and kept by faith and holinefs,than that which
1s got by fuch an eafie change, s Tye o
. 'We fee among us what abundarce of perfons
can live like beafts in moft. odious whoredomes,
drunkenne(s and rage 3 or like devils in bloody
cruelty againft the good, and yet be comforted,
becaufe they are of the Church of Romse, which
they think is the true Charch. - As if God fa-
ved men for being of fucha fideor party ! And

why may not Separatifts, Anabaptifts and others-

eafily take fuch kind of comfort2 e
O therefore labour for well-grounded faith
and folid knowledge ; that yeu .may attain the
true Evangelical comforts» and your. igno-
rance may not prepare you for deceit 3 and you
may not be like. children tofs'd to and fro and
carried up and down with every wind of doétrine
by deceived and deceitful men.. .Nor may not
~ haveneed to goito the devil tobe your comfor=
ter, nor to'fteal a litte unlawful peace from
partiesand opinions, as if there were not cnough
to be had in Chrift and holinefs and eternal

Lie.: oo T Tefies
: ""DIRECT-
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7% Kecp i he Onder of Learning,
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-

o IR ory o i o
Keep'in the yank of & buwmble Difeiple or lear-
#er 18 the Church of Chrift, 1ill you are fit
and called to be your felf a Teacher, .

Cﬂriﬁ owneth no Difciples which. are not i
4 oncof thefe tWo ranks 5 either Teachers by
officeupon a lawful ‘call, or Learners who' fib= -
mit to be taught by others, When his Mainifters
have made men hig Difciples, they muft-afterward
Teach themto obferve all things whatfoever he hath
commanded them. ~Marth, 28, 19, 20. And 2
Learner mufk -hear and read ‘and difcourfe in 2
learning way , by ‘humble asking the refolation
of hisdonbts, acknowledging the weaknefs of his
own underftanding , and the fuperioricy of hi$
Teachers.” Thisisthe common ruine of raw pro-
feflours, that they prefent] y grow proud of 2poot
ignoranthead , as if it were full of knowledge
and fpiritaslity : ‘and while they continue Hea-
rers, they ‘continue - not Difciples: or Leayners,
but'come with 2 proud agd carping hamour, €0
quarcel with their Teachers as- poor ignorant
mes, i’ compitifon of them 3 And therefors
choofé'them a heapof Trachers aceording to theit
own opinions's™ And all this while théy have fucit
lift to be fome" body' 2nd to vénetheir feeming
wildomie, that“they "can hardly (hay from being
Teachers themfelves, ‘till they have any thing
Likea lawful call.  Whereas if they would have'
keptin the rankof humble Learners till chey had
Sga g Te : grown
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grown. ,—wifcr‘, ‘they mmght have prcf‘cryt& ‘-thc

- Chutches peace and their owg. >

Grom wp in she' greas fubfbantial prattical
#1ushs and dwties, aud grew downwards in
- therosts of a clearer belicf of the word of
-God_and 1he lfe to come s And ueither
begin 100 foon with doubsful opinions, nor
ever lay 100 mich upon shem, vl

HE that taketh this conrfe will have all thefe
‘A advantages, Fir(t, He will be himfelf 2
folid Chriftian, and will make fure of the main,
which is his own falvation. Secondly, He will
have fo faft hold of the neceflary points, ' that no
coneroverfies or opinions, will fhake his faith or
deftroy his love to God or man. Thirdly, He
will honour @God by wpright pralife, and fhew
forth the power and excellency of religion inth

trae fuccefs upon the heartand life : His Relis
gton which beging in fotid faith, will grow up in«
to fincere Love and good works.- Fourthly, ‘He
will be without parsiality, 2 Lover of all the fer-
vanes of Chrift, and therefore efcape temptations
to fa&tion and divifion, becaufe his Religion con=
fifteth in thofe common truths and dntics, which
all profefs, Fifthly, he will not only fafely re-
ceive all further truths from thefe Frmc:p_les? but
all his knoledge and difpu;esbwil d‘blc fan&:iﬁ;d:
asbeing al[ fubferyient to fait and love and ho-
limefs, M inblermient 19 fai -1, : Where-

PSR PO S A Ak




X4 . Growupin he fubstantialie: .
+ :Whereas.he that taketh the contrary.contfe s

i

\ sorom

and, prefently, fallethito the: ftudy of by~ opinionss

~and layethtoo much upon them, will prove 100

like 4. fuperficial hypocrite, -and 2 daceiver

himfelf, by thinking that he is fomething when
ke is nothing. 'Gal. 6, 5,.6. And he will make
a.padder in_the. world .. for ‘nothing s 2 chil=
dren doin the houfe, about their_ babies #nd

their bawbles : He will. make but an-engif®
of his by-opinions , to deftroy true Piety 4D

Ckriftian Love in'bim(elf firft, and then. in 4!l
that will-balieve kim. He witl firfk make him-
felf, and then many. others , believe rthat -Reli=
gion is. nothing bue proud felf.conceic and fa-
S%JOD 3.And he will be the thame of bis V:pxofcf?
fion, and-the hardener of the wicked. in, theix fif
and milery 5 by per{iwading them that the Reli-
g1oys arebat a few ignorant whimfical fanatickss
Thefeare too {ad experienced truths. 1101 11

i & ¥} 3% §EO0E 122

.- DIRBOTS ¥XXHanods 25h?

Lay nos a greater. firefs upon yonr different
.. words.or manner.of prayer s than God hat

daid : And take heed either of feorwings

reproaching or flighting | the r(ﬂr‘d:,,.ﬁ‘?,”f‘{

manner of other mers worlbip, whes 3 #
_ [#ch a5 God accepieth from the fincerte

IT is an eafie thing to turn the nativ'c"hcat‘ Otf
‘Religion, mto a feaverifh ont-fide zeal abot

®irds, Ot circumflances of ceremoniesy -whether bl’ct
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Lay not 100 mnch om thewords of prayer. 178
be' forehen ot againft them. O what'a wonder is

‘ityithavbyfo palpable'a tick as th's | the Devil |
fhontd:deceive fo many, and make fuch-a ftirand |
‘difturbance'in the Church. T know that one party |
- “will cry Bp Order, & the otber will cryup Spiritu-
ality, land'boch will fay that God maketh' not light
of the'{mallet matters m religion, “nor no tore
muft we s Andin ‘this'general pofition there is =
fome truth,  Butif nothing could be {aid for both ‘
theirerrours; they would then be no deceits, nor %
be ‘capable of doing any mifchicf, ~ Some chings
“that yon contend abont 5 God hath*left wholly
undetérmined and indifferent; And‘fome thingsin ;
which your brother erreth, his erronr isfo{mall \
a fanlt, as not atall to hinder his acceptance with
‘Ged, 'ner with any man that judgeth as God doth-
‘Had you ever urderfood, Rom. 14 & 15. you
‘would have underﬁ(ﬁgdauﬁﬁs; gty g &% AUNEOC
It would make 4 kiiowing' Chriftian weep be-
tween indignationand compaffion, to {ee in thefe
times, whar cenfires and worfe are ufed on beth
fides, about' the werding of our prayers to God'l
How vile and unfufferable fome acconne them,
that' wiil pray inany words which are nor written
down for. them? And how unlawfukothersaccount
it to pray. in theic  impofed forms : fome becanfe
they are furms, and fomebecaule they are frch
forms 5 and fome becaufe that Papiffs have ufed
‘them and fome becaufe they are impsfed | when
God hath'given them'no command, buttopray in =
faith and fervency, according to the ftate of them- .
felves, and others, ‘and'in fuch order as is agree- !
able co the matter, 'apdin fuch method as he hath P
given them -a Rile and Pattern of.' But of 1l \\
quarrels % |




376 Of Forms of Prayer and
guaceels about forms and wirds, he hath pever
made any of their particalar determinations, no
more thin whether I fhall preach by the help of
Notes, or ftudy the words, or {psak thole w ich
another ftudied for me, B e 53 S
It is a.wonder how they that believe the Scri:
ptures, came firft to make themfelves believe,that
God maketh fuch a matter as they do, of their fe-
veral words and forms of prayer.: Thathe loverh
only.extempirary prayer as fome chink, and hateth
all preferibed forms : O that he loveth onl%
prefcribed  Forms as others think, and hateth
all. extemponagy sprayers by ‘habit.? _Certaml)"
in Chiifks time both Liturgies by forms, and alfo
prayers by habit were ufed » And yer Chuft pe-
ver interpofed in the Congroverfie; {o as tocon®
demnthe one or the other.  He condemneth the
Pharifees for making loag yrayers. to cover chey
devouring widdows heufes, and for their praying t0 ¢
feen of men ;. But whether their prayers were &
Liturgy and fet forme, 0r whether they were exsers
perary, hetaketh ne norice, . as telling us that he
condemned neither ! ( Andits like the Pharifess
long . Liturgy , was in many things worfe thad
-ours, though the Plalms were a greatpart of it:
-And yet Chrift and his Apoftles oft. joyned with
them, and never condemped them. ) A
' Nay asfaras I canfind, the Pharifees and 0°
ther Jews were not in this fo blind and quarrel=

fome as we 3 nor never made a controverhie of 1ty

gor eyer prefumed to condemn- either Litugtss
or Prayers by habit. *
I fhall now pafs by their errour-who are %

tecly againft publike prayers from a habit, s hi:;
g
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| ing fpoken of it at large elfewhere when T had
- Opporeunity. [ fhall now only anfwer the con-
txjary €xtreme. 5
. Obj. Where hath God given any menpower topre-
feribe and impife forms for others2or commanded others
toobey themp ; i :
Anfs. Firft, where ever he hath given any
POWer to teach their inferioars to pray, who cannot
'doit in a berrer way,  He hath given Parents this
power where he harh bid them, Bring ‘up theit
Children in the nuriure, and admonition of the Lord :
s it not by the Law of nature, the Parents duty

learning of 12 word: ficftprofitable to their learn-
30g of the fenle > May they not teach their Chil-
dren the Lords Prayer or a Pfalm , though it be 4
Form? And whynot then other words which are
-agreeable to their State? And he that taught his
own Difciples a Form and Rule of Prayer, and
telleth us.that fo Fobn ranghr his Difciples, and faith
to his Apoftles, As my Father fent me, fo[end |
you 5 by making them Teackers t6 his Church, did
allow them to teach either by forms or without, as
thzcaufe required. All the Scripture isnow to
Preachsrsya form of Teaching: And when we read
a Chapter, weread a preftribed form of Ditrine
And itha hmany forms of prayer and praife , and
forms of Baptizing & adminiftring the Zords Supper.
If youfay, thatthe Apofties had an infallible
fpirit, I anfwer, Prue : And that proveth that
thae their Do&rine was more infallible than other
mMens: but not that theyosly and not. other men
may teach by the way of fermss.  All the Books.of
Sermony now written are lomany praferibed words.
§oiiiy P ér

to teach their children to pray ? And'is not the |

Li~3
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S forms of teaching: And if we may ufe forms of
Teaching aswell as the Apofties, ‘why not alfo
forms of praying. .
| If you fay that the Apoftles prcfcfib.ed‘thﬁ
| Charch no Liturgy, I anfwer, Thatonly provet
that no one is wniverfally neceffary 5 nor to be #ni-
verfally impofed ? but not that therefore no ufe of
forms of prayer are lanful 3 May we not now ufe
]t( he I,'vr{‘s Prajer, or pray in fome other Scripar
- {erm e

E - Obj. Brs tl:e‘ Apoftles compelled  none 10 ”[’
. § )

. Anfw, Chrift and his A poftles Aumed not the
mvil.Swor'd, and therefore fo compc”ed men t0
nothing : But yet their auchority bound the con®

Acience; when Chrift {aid, when ye pray> [47 Oonr
ngber, &c. hebound them duty to do s be
bid them, though he forced them not. ”

But ‘Secondly, tell me if you can where quv

; for&idde;h you toufe goed and lawful words 17

|  prayer, meerly becaufe the Magiftrate or Paito"

! bids you ufe them, Is this the meaning of all t,h_c
Precepts of honouring and obeying your Super’”

, o8 [ Do nothing which they bid you do, thong®
otherwife }anul.] O ftrance c'xpoﬁtion of the
Fifth Commandment ? Ifby(m command yO¥r
Child tolearna Catechifm or. Form of Prayet be-
fore his meat, or for other times, will you €3¢
him to fay Father or Mother; it had been fawful
for me to ufe this Fotm , if neither you not 4%
body had bid me 5 But becaufe you bid me,noW ’5
isunlawful.] O whither will vot partiahty le
men | ;

5 Obj. Bar thosgh it le lawfil toimpofe for ”“;’7:

Kﬂ_—_g_ ' ]
= o
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- children , yet not npon aged Chriftians, :
. eAnfw. Aged perfons have too many of ‘them
as much need of fuch forms aschildren.  Age |
makethnot the difference : We are fain to teach
- many aged perfons forms df Catechifm as well
as ?.Ch‘ldfcﬂ; Why got therefore forms of pray-
~'d A
| ODj. But it és not lawful to impsfe forms pablikely ;
on whole C ongregasionsof Believers, : |
. Anfs. All {e&s in the world doit. I never 1
‘heard any Separatift or Anabaptift or any other ;
| publike Minifter , buthe impofed a form of prayer 1
upon all the Congregation. Meis void of com= -
mon fenfe chat thinkech thac his extemporary |
“prayer is not as truly a form to all the people, as !!
af it had been written in 2 book, = The order and |
‘words are not of your own invearion, but invented 1
"by another to your hand 3 and impefed upon you }
‘toufe: For I hope you come together to pray; |
‘and not tQ bear a prayer only. . But the difte- ;
‘tence ig, Firft; that one impoferh every day anew - ]
fqm’ on you, and the other impofeth évery day i
‘the fame : Secondly, And that one teHeth you l
_notwhat werds you fhall pray in, before you
‘hear them ; and the other writeth them down for \

1
|
|

'you to know before hand: ~ For my. part' I won-
der why written or unwritten, long-premedita-
“ted or_{uddenly exprefled prayers fhould be ta-
“ken:for unlawful. ' Buthowever do not think the
“difference to lie where it doth not : For doubt=
W lefs co che people, they are: bath formes, and both
0 impofed, though not imspofed by the fame perfons
“and authority, ¢ T

Obj. Bus as lesft yon bave no proof for impofing
i Pa furms



180 Objeitions againft Forms. .
: forms on _the  Minifters themfelves.

g Anf. Firft,1 know no man that queftioneth but
fome formof prayer and praife were impofed by
; God himfelf, on the Fenifh Minifiersy And o
- ‘was caught by Chrift to his Apeftles : And 2 for?
of Profeffion of fairh, and of Bap:ifm and the
Lords {upper is impofed on all the Minifters of
; ithe Chureh: - And Foel 2. 17, aform of prayef
| is taught the Priefts: Secondly, But we are ot
| -mow pleading fpr the needlefs impofing of Y
l forms; nor the cauflefs reftraint of extempord
1 rary prayers. I have fully born my teflimony 2
, gainft that in due feafon: But many things 3r°
f Jawfully and neceffarily obeyed, which are DOt
E
i

‘lawfally commanded , a5 I fhalf fhew you mor¢ |8
anon. - I:cotild Heareily wifh that we could {2y

that all Minifters ( of any party ) were fuch a5
were wholly above the need of forms. Or &

P deaft fach whofe own compofures were better for
forthe Church, than any that could be offest
them by others (If it were not a contradt®
&ion )5 d1lonm g :

- Butaltthat I now expe& from the Objectors
is, that theytell me or themfelves, what pro©
v they have thatitisafinfor a Minifter only to ufe
~an impofed form 5 when all the Congregstion elfe

. ~may ufe it? Anlwer this well before you go-
And [ pray letall the people note here » that
“it s moty nor cannat be denied, but chat 2 form
(even anewoneevery day ) may be lawfully be
imspofed upom all themss and that the queftion is 07!
of the Miniffers ufe of impofed forms. G
~ Obj. But enr Minifters do not impofe their 4"

75 by forces iy :

:




