180 Objeitions againft Forms. .
: forms on _the  Minifters themfelves.

g Anf. Firft,1 know no man that queftioneth but
fome formof prayer and praife were impofed by
; God himfelf, on the Fenifh Minifiersy And o
- ‘was caught by Chrift to his Apeftles : And 2 for?
of Profeffion of fairh, and of Bap:ifm and the
Lords {upper is impofed on all the Minifters of
; ithe Chureh: - And Foel 2. 17, aform of prayef
| is taught the Priefts: Secondly, But we are ot
| -mow pleading fpr the needlefs impofing of Y
l forms; nor the cauflefs reftraint of extempord
1 rary prayers. I have fully born my teflimony 2
, gainft that in due feafon: But many things 3r°
f Jawfully and neceffarily obeyed, which are DOt
E
i

‘lawfally commanded , a5 I fhalf fhew you mor¢ |8
anon. - I:cotild Heareily wifh that we could {2y

that all Minifters ( of any party ) were fuch a5
were wholly above the need of forms. Or &

P deaft fach whofe own compofures were better for
forthe Church, than any that could be offest
them by others (If it were not a contradt®
&ion )5 d1lonm g :

- Butaltthat I now expe& from the Objectors
is, that theytell me or themfelves, what pro©
v they have thatitisafinfor a Minifter only to ufe
~an impofed form 5 when all the Congregstion elfe

. ~may ufe it? Anlwer this well before you go-
And [ pray letall the people note here » that
“it s moty nor cannat be denied, but chat 2 form
(even anewoneevery day ) may be lawfully be
imspofed upom all themss and that the queftion is 07!
of the Miniffers ufe of impofed forms. G
~ Obj. But enr Minifters do not impofe their 4"

75 by forces iy :

:
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tion but by force? Yoar Paftor is your guide in
the worfhip of God ; and God hath irr.prCd It
onyou to to follow him , and joyn with him in
lawful prayer,  And what the words fball be,. and
What the mazrer and order chofen for that trime
time the Speaker chooferh for you) And fo he
bindeth yoy by his Minifterial autherity ( which
18 & true and fawful impofing ) though be com-
Pel you not by the fword or force. o
Obj. Bur Chrift hath given gifts to all bes M
iffers and commanded them 1o ufe them, oeAnd
they ufe thems not when they ufe impofed formes:
Therefore we muft nor obey men againft Chrift,
.. Anfx. No doubt but a]] that are lawful Mj-
- nifters, have fuch gifts as are neceflary to che ¢f~
, [ential works of their office. But the degrees of
their gifs have very great variety, as Panl fully
- fheweth in 1 (or. 12, and oft clfewhere,
And the neceflary gife for hearty acceptable
- Prayer, is true Defire excited by the fpirit of
fupplication , which fometime venteth it felf
but by fighes and groans, Rom, 8,16, 26. T
But tﬁc Minifterial goft of prayer is Knowledge
and Zsterance 5 by which 2 Minifter may be a-
ble to exprels the defires and wants of the peo-
- pleunto God : which includeth memory in {ome
degree. Even as Knowledge and #sterance are his
Gift of preaching, : .
And fome have more Knmp[edge and worfer TUt=
 terance 5 And fome have letter Urterance and Je8
nowledge 5 And fome through want of memory
ace defective in hoth, G
: &3 £3 o4 The

Of Minifferial gifss in Prayer. 18K

Anfz. Do you think that there is no impofi-




182 .. Of thesfe of our Gifts,

The lowefk rank of [awful Minifters, may be
fo defe&ive in their own gifts, both of Kmenledges
Memory and #sterance; as to have need of the
help of the gifts of others, who much excel
them. : Tt :

Asa Minifter who hath tollerable Gifts forpret=
ching, tay yet need the writings of other mef
beforehand; and may bring both their 424t
and Mechod into the Pulpit, yea and oft times
their words; fo that though he have Gi{;“, Vgl
being weak , he may ufe the gifis of others. I

4 have been counfelled fince I was filenced, tocom”
pofe Sermons my felf, and give them in writing
to fome weak Minifter , that hath an excellent
Voice and utterance,and to let him preach them-
And really if I had not known that fuch have g0°
books enough at hand for fich a nfe, I thi?
thould have done it: And who can prove that
this had been his fin? And yet this was aufing
of anoth=r mans gifts inftead of hisown. AN
have heard men that are much againft P arilh
‘Churches and Liturgies wifh that fome unlearn®
men of gaod utterance,, might read fome excel”
Jent Sermon: books to the people 5 in ignordlt
placesthat can get no berterz And who €an pro¥
the reading of 2 Homily unlawful, ,
Moreover, Chrift hath given to all bs me?-
bers fuchgifts as are fuitable to their places 5 o
- well as to Miniffers fuch gifts as are fuitable ,tlo
sheirs, And the place of a Mafter of afamhy
requirech the gift of Catechifing and inﬁ“’&'r}g
the family ? And they are as. truly obliged to 8 .
their gifis, ‘as Minifters are theirs. And yet W b
donbteth buc it is lawful for Pagents 10 t;fd
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Of Minifterial Gifts in Prayer, -_ ;_;1‘ 83

and catechize theic chiidren, by fuch books and
torms of Catechifms a5 are compofed by the gifts
of abler men 2 ; :
-~ Moreover Prayer is the duty of every one,
and fpecially of the heads of families : And there-
fore everytrne Chriftian hath gifts procured by
Chrift, for fo much as is his duty, And bhe is
‘bound to yTe his gifts. And yer thofe gifts are fo
1ow in many, that I fear not to call that;man ef-
‘fe&wdy an enemy to families, fouls and prayer,
' Who forbiddeth 4/J fueh y to ufe fuch forms of
_Prayer asare compofed by the gifts of others.
~ The famoufeft Divines in the Church of God,
€ven Luther, Zwinglins, Melanithon, Calvin, Pey-
kens, Sibbs, and abundsnce of Nonconformifts
of greateft name in England, did ordinarily ufe
- aform of prayer of their own , before their Ser-
- mons in the Pulpit, and fome of them in their
families too. Now thefe men did it not through
idlenef(s or throngh temporizing , but-becaule
fome of them found it beft for the people , to
- have oft the fame words : and fome of them
found fuch a weaknefs of memorys; that they judg=
ed it the beft improvement of their own gifts,
Now befides the firft compsfure of thefe prayers,
- {which perhaps was done 20 years before) none
of thefe men did ufe their own gifts, any mo-e
than if they had ufed a form compofed by another.
For the memory & utterance is the fame of both,
Thefeall were famous worthy men, whom no
wife man judgeth to be infufficient for the Mini=
- firy for want of gifts,  Butif fuch as thefe may
- fo many years forbear the exercife of their gift of
extemporary prayer, much more may far weaker
) . 4 Mu};:
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18, of exercifing our own Gifts.

~rupt the Ordinance of Chrift,

Minifters do it, - Abundance of young Miniflers |
are trained yp under aged experienced Divines,
What if one of thefe fhould fometimes make ufe
of the fame words of prayer , which the aged
Minifter ufed the day before , as finding them
fitter than any that he conld devife himfelf. Muft
fe forbear to do berser, becaufe he canmot do 0
well, by theufe of his own giftsalone ¥ ° -

A,nd 10 fome Ordinances as Baptifm and '.h‘?
Lords fupper, &c. the fame things muft be daily
prayed for: And he that thinketh he muft ot
trequently {peak the fame things, will quite cor-
And he that W‘_”
imagine that he muft have alwavs new werds , wil
atlaf have wew things, or worfe than nothing. 1f
then it be meer to ufe oftenthe fume words , WHY
may not a weak Minifter ufe che ferzer words of 07
thers, when he hath nene meerly of his own thit
are fo firp : -
3 N_ay 1sit not the Daty of fuch to do it p Every
man isbound to do Gods fervice inthe beft man-
ner thathe can : ( Curfed be the deceiver that bat
4 better in bis flock , and Lringeth thar which s cor
r4pt ) But routter prayers and praife to Gody
in 2 full, methodicall "and congruons manner
and in words fuitable fo the Majefty of the wor*
thip of God , is better ( to the people and to che
honour of Religion ) then to doirin a morecon*
78ed s diforderiy, broken manner, with barrenne
and incongraity of {peech. But this Ioft isthe by
that many honelt Minifters can do by their o»?
gifts, when they maydo it in the former ketter man-
#ersby making ufe of the words and gifes of atherts
Lherefore itaga duy for fuch men fo far to ufg;g
§ aas Ee ‘ : thel

R




Of ufsng onr awé Gifls. 185

thers gifes of inventing words;before their own.

And among us there is no man forbidden in the
Pulpte to ufe his own gifis to the utmoft, and pray
without any fet form of his own or other mense

- And I would at lat defire any of the Objectors

but to name that text of Scripture which direétly
or ndire&tly commandethevery Minifter, to ufe
his gift of inventing words and method, or his
g1ft of extemporary prayer, every time that he
prayech to God : Or which forbiddeth to
ufe the gifts of others, though better than his
own.

Obj. But what if the forms imp:fed be worfe than
the exercife of our omvn giftsp

ednfw. Firfk, That may be below one mans own
invention 5 which is above anothers. Secondly,
And that may be more defeflive thanyour own
nvention could reachto, which yet may be more
defirable for other advantages. As if all the
Churches for fome good ends, fhould agree to
to ufe one mode or method or form, (asnow we
doin finging Pfalmsg the benefit of that concord
mightdo more to the Churches fervice than my
fingular better form or words coulddo. And if
the lawfal Rulers commanded me that which per-
haps I could fomewhat exceed my felf, I fhould
do much in obedience to their command = Orif
the people had a greater averfene[s or snfitnefs for
my more congruous: words than for others more
fettive, I fhould take that for the beft food or
phyfick, which is moft agreeable to the ftomack
and difeafe, Bar efpecially if T am reftrained
from the publick preaching of theGofpel ,or exer-
cife of any of my Miniftry,unlefsIwill ufe adxpfote

2 " ilor=
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186 Of defective Liturgiess
difordered or defective form, I fhall take it for
my duty chen to ufe it. Becaufe it is more to
the Churchesedification, e
Inaword , God hath bound 21l his Minifters
to ufe all their gifts to the Churches greateft
edification : Buttoufe a more defeltive form,with
Liberty toufe my beft gifis #lfo, and to exercife My

Miniftey publickly to all , is more: to the Chute .

ches edification , than to ufe my own gifts
only a few daysina corner, and then to lie in pri-
fon and ufe them no more. Though no man mu

Of choife prefer the lefs congruons before the
more congruous, when he 1s free; ( which 1
confefsis a fin ) yet it isa dury to prefer 2 lefs

congraons oxder before mone , or before a better.

for aday, with a reftraint of that and all our Mi=
niftery hereafter,

For my part I have often truly profeffed, thatI
Iook at many Liturgies which I have read as 1d0
at the prayers of fome honeft men, who ufe litele
method, nor very meet words and often tofs G9d5
name through weaknefs 3 who put chat laft whic
thould be firfk, & that firft which [bosld be laft,but

yet the marter is honeft & good.I would not prefer

fuch 2 man in a Congregationybefore an abler man
who will fpeak more compofedly & agreeable t0
the matter : But yet I would not be fo peevifh,as
utterly to refufe to joyn with fach 2 one, Butas
God doth not reje& his prayers notwithftanding
all his weaknefs, no more wouldI. And I'h2
rather have {uch prayers, than none ac all.

O that men would difcern what is the tru€
worth of prayer ? and how little God is taken
with the Oratory of them, in comparifon ‘ﬁi




The finful cenfure of one ariothers prayers. 1 87 |

faith and love and defice which is the fonl 5.
prayec. ' And O that men would lay no greater -

ftrefs on their peculiar modes and words than God
doth ; 2nd condemn o mens prayers further than
~ they are condemned by God; nor feparate from
any farther then God reje&eth them or com-
mandeth our feparations ‘

I cannot forbear telling you the aggravation of

this kind of fin, It feemeth to me akind of blaf-
phemy againft God. Asif you wonld make the
world believe that God is fo much for your mode
and words that he overlooketh all the defires of the
Spirit;and alf his promifes,and all mens intereft in
Chrift,and forgetreth all his love to his people: fo
that Chrift thal not intercede for them,or fhal not
prevail, unlefs they pray to God in the wor'ds and
mode which you have fancied to be beft , whether

with a Book or withoug, in thefs words or in thofe,

Me thinks youn are renewing the old controverfie,
whether in this Mount or ac Ferafalers men onght
toworfhip ? and knew not that the time is come
that God will neither accept men for worfhippin '
at this Mount or at Ferufalem, here or there, wit
a book or without book ; but the true worthip-
pers whomhe choofeth, do worfhip him as a
Spirit, in Spiric and in truth, as well with Forms
aswithontthem.
" And yet fome are more wicked thanbarely to
condemn their brethrens prayers , becaufe they be
not cloathed juft as their own. They will alfo
break jeffs and [corns at them, and take this for the
ingenuity of their piety. lef: men of {everal
Countreys who th'nk the fafhions of all Coun-
tryes fave their own, tobe ridiculons, and 13“8‘:
S e o T s . 2
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188 Scorning as others Prayers,
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at frangers as if they were cloathed in fools
Coats. ~So many do by the cloathing of other
mens devotions. Some fcorn at cxtemporiry
prayers, and {ome fcorn at Forms and Liturgits ©
And the Litany they call conjuring , and the Re-
fponfes they tike for a formal jocular piaying
with holy things ; when in all thefe, thehumble
heavenly Ghriﬁian,is lifting up his foul to God- -

By this petulant carnal kind of zeal, 1 remem-
ber our divifions were here raifed at the firft:
Fo derids the Common prayer,and deride them chit

~ufed it,was too common with fome kind of reli-

gions people : And they excufed it by Elias his
cxample, As if Idolaters, and the true worfbippers
of God, that difter from usina Form, or Ceremo-
ny were all one, Fenn

[ remember how fme of the contrary mind
were inflamed to indignation by fuch fcorns,when
they were gning into the Charches in London, 40
heard fome Separatifts thar ookt in at the Church
door, fay,[ The Devil choke thee , art thos not ont of
thy portage yer? ] becaufe the Common Prayer
wasnot ended. So little did men know what {pt-
rit they were of.  But wife and holy Mr. Hil-
derfbams, Mr.. Fobn Ball, Mr. Bradfbaw, M. Fobn
Pager, and other learned Non-conformifts of
old, did forefe¢ and greatly fear this Spirit-

Itis adangerous thing to fcorn and jeft at 20y
thing that is done about Gods worfhip, thoughit
fhould be it (elf unwarrantable ; while you fcorn
at one anothers worthip of God, you raife abold
unreverence and contempt of holy things in the
hearers, and perhaps before yon are aware in yisr

felvestoo,  And you will teach the Atheift to
. feorn
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fé(?m you-all 3 unlefs it be the worthip of an I-_
dol, where the very objectis to be derided, as be-

108 10 God, you fhonld be very fafpicious of this
Way.  Tam afraid of making a mock of the grof-
feffierroneous worfhip of the true God. Itis ficter
to cenfute it in 2 way that more exprefleth our re-
verence to the Objet,God himlelf, & our refps&
to that pious affe&ion which may be engag’din it.
I have feldom feen the beft tempered people in-
clined to this way of jefting at other mens manper
of worfhip ? nor have I obferved much good
Come by it : But Ihave oft feen that it is the wa

by which young preudfelf-conceited perfons d{;

kindle a carnal dividing zeal, and a contempe of |

their brethren, and quench all holy fober zeal
and love together, . : '

DIRECT. XXXIII.

When you are [ure that other mens way of

worfbip ds finfuly yet make it nor any other
or greater [iny than indeed is is : and [peak
not evil of that muchin its which &5 Good g
<A ndaccufe not God tobe a hater or reje-
&er of all mens fervice which is mixed pith
infirmities.

S St, Tames faith, 3. 2. "In many things we

ffend all 5 but he that ffendeth not with bes

tongue s the perfell man,  So we may here fayin
the fame fenfe , 1z many particulars of our prayers
and other worfbip we all offend God :Bws be that bridleth
g ot
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not his tongue from the reproaching of hisbrothers
{ different way of warthip, may prove the greaceft
Offendor of all. It would move a charitable
_underfanding hearer to gricf 2nd pity, to read
‘and hear one party call all prayer by habit, 00

| better than crudivies, whinings | bold talking to Go
| and nonfence 35 and whatfoever bitter fcorn can -
I {peak :. And toread and hear many on the other,
} extreme, to call the Liturgy, no lefs than Idolatry!
| S I defire the Reader to pernfe a jud:cious Trea-
| “ tife of Mr. Tombes inanfwer to oné of this lan-
} guage : As much s he and 1 have writtena-
I gainft each others opinion about Infant Bap:
tifme, our concenting admonitionto you fhoul
fo much the rather be accepted in this. ‘
- And what pitiful arguments have they to prové

God is idolarry as well as worfbipping a falft G od :
But [weh 1s the Litnrgy : Ergo— e
This is all that thefe rafh preachers muft trou
ble the Chutch, and feduce meninto 2 hating
. faltious zeal with. Byt what mean thefe men
, by falfe worfbip? Do they mean worfbip consrary
' £0Godswerd> That is, which is finful? And do
they mean Al fuch finful worfbip or fome only 2 p
they mean all fuch infxl worfhip, than thefe words
of theirs are [dolarry s For they are part Gf £heir
preaching, whichis part of Gods worfkip; in theit
own fenfe : And itis falfe doftrine, ard tendeth
to mens perditions And {o they and all falfe Tes=
chers fhould be idolaters: By this chey woul
tarn 4/l fins in worfhip into one i It is a1} Idolasr)-
Isnot every confufed prayer finful, which hath uit-

meet expreifions ‘and difordered , and h“}é W“?’
- Cring

. this charge of Idolatry? Falfe worfbip of the ¥
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All finful werfbip nos 1dolasry. 191
- derning thoughts and dull affe@ions? Isthere.
of thele Love-Lilleys thie dare fay.chey pray with-
out fin? And muft we not feparate from them chen !
s ldolarers? Yeg gpg every man from himfelf;that
15, He muft give oyer praying becaufe its all Ido- |
latry " - ‘ s
Bucperhaps they will fay; This fin "é butin
¥0¢ manner and not in the master, ;
“Anfw, Verygood ; It feems then that fin in
the manner of worthip is not Zdolarry. - And how
Prove you that the faults of the Liturgy are not
as far from the Matter of the worfhip, as youe .
own are » Will you find fumse words which yoncan 1
<all falfe in the marters Suppofe it were f0? When |
an Antinomian; an Anabaptift, a Separatift, or
any one thac erreth doth drop fome of his errours
in his prayers, (as I think none will deny that they
2le todo ) mug we needs believe that his prayer
- 18/ddatry therefore » 2sbeing falfe worfbip? And
151t unlawful o joyn with fuch » Then we fhall
ave more feparation than you yet plead for, or
- Pra&tife yonr felves. No two menin the world
maft joyn together if all finful worfbip, or worfhip
falfe fometime in the very marter doth neceffirate
2 {eparation : ‘A, lealt where no one knoweth be- -
fore hand what another will fay wich his tongue,
when I know chat every man hath fome falfe opi-
nion in his mind. Rt : ’
But where did thefe men learn to call their
brethrens worthip falfe any more than their
own, upon the'account that God hath not com-
manded the manner of it; when he hath neither
commandedusto #fe & form, nor to forbeir its
but by general precepts of doing all to ediﬁcm; |
on?
= \
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on; If one man preach inone method and ano”
ther in another ; One by written Notes to help
his. memory,and another withont; one by his 0¥
gfis ‘only, and another by the help of others;
whicy of thefe is the falfe propher,the falfe wor~
thipper or Idolater p Hath God faid you- (b4
_#fe Notesin preaching 2 No more hath he {aid, 7
J fball preach without Notes - yet hath he command-
ed both, “to feverall perfons where edificarion va=
rioully requirethit- s he an Idolater that ufeth
Aeeters, Tunes, Verfions, Tranflations,Dir ecto-
_ Ties, Pulpits; Cups, Table Cloaths, Fonts,Bafing,
&¢. which God conmandeth nor, O Leord pity
ghy poor Church, whofe Paftors themfslves are
fo peevifh in their ignorance, and tempt othet
men by their follies, to juftifie all their feveri--
ties againft them and others; :
. Buc what Text of Sciipture isit thar ever told
thefe men that a4 falfe worfhip #s Idolarry ? what
text do they mme, butfuch as if they did iton
: purpofes.to thew their boldnafs in adding to Gods
{ Word 2 The (econd Commandment is the chief
which they infit on.  Buc what ever Expofitions
they may ferge, there is no fuch word nor fenfe 2
the Commandment, We all hold that as th®
grofsdirett Idolarry, is ‘the werfhipping of 2 falft
Gody againt che firlt Commandment ; fo to maks
; any fuch falfe reprefentation of the trye God,by wor qs
' or deeds, as maketh him like an Idgl, and contra-
di&eth his nature, and foto worfbip him,s thisis alfd
a fecondary Kind of Idolatry: Becaife God is none
fuch as they reprefent him, "and therefore it is nOE
God indeed, but anldol which they worfhip.
And becanfe God is not like to any thing Cof%‘;?
I : 1

—————
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we fenje of the 2, Comman 23

real in heaven or earth ; therefore he that maketh
animage of any thingin Heaven or earth as like
to God, or to réprefent him, he maketh ap idol of
God by blafphemy.  Towhat will yom liken me,thas
I {bould be like ntoits faith the Holy on? This 1§ the
idolatry forbidden in the Second Commandment:
Leis not all faife worfbip, but one fors of faife worftip,
which is idolatry ; what ¢Ife that Commandment
forhiddeth , is peicher called Ldelatry,. mor can fo
be proved,

{elf-conceited perfon, efpecially. Preacher, to
Cry ouey Idelarry, ldolarry, againft his brethrens
Prayers to God, becaufe they have fomething in
them to be amended ; while perhaps his cwn
prayers have fo much falfe do&rine in them, or
falle fire of carnal paffions and uncharitablenefs;
as maketh it 2 much barder queftion, whether it
be lawful to joyn with fach as he is; while he
abhorreth fo much to joynwith others.  All thag
know me know that, it is not my own cafe and
antereft, that I fic this reprehenfion to, Tt §s
twenty times harder to me to remember a Formy
of words, than to exprefs what is in my mind
without them. But we moft not fic our opi=
{@% nions of all our brethrens prayers, to eur own
9l cemperament; - '

Qi aDIRECT

- Itis an odious found, to hear anignorant,rafh]
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751’35”” ‘543'.411 % unlawfal to be obeyedy
- which % withawfully commandeds -

Any a Roler finneth in his Commands,when
A itis no fin but 2 duty of the infetior 0
obey them. He that hath bat 2 bad end, or bad
circamftances may fin in commanding : A if 3
Magiftrate command Religious Duties in‘meef
Policy.for his own Advantages or'if-he enforce
a lawfal Command with nnlawful Penalties : And
yet it'will be the Subjects Dugy to obey. <Yéd
a8 o the marzer it felf , it m‘&y be anlawful for 2
Raler to command 2 thing that wilt do né §0ods
(‘becaufe it is avain Command, and maketh trie?
fpend that ime in vain: ) and yet it may be
Subje&s Duty todo it, Vs ; 50
3£ the Magiftrate cheofe an inconvenient place
for publike worfhip, or an unfit Hour, or if the
Paftor choofe a Tefs fit eranflation,meeter ortuncs -
or other circumflances of worfhip, it may ¢
theie fin to do fo, and yet che peoples duty- to 0
bey them. - If2 Pather bid his Child but caffy #
{traw from one place to another, it is hisfault fo
to imploy his time invain; but the Child is 0ot
faulty in obeying, Indeed if the ching cOm”

manded be fuch as isfimply evil , and forbidden :

us by God, in all cafes whatfoever, than nio ones
commands can make it [awful. But if it b€b3
whing that is only incorvenient, or unlawful °J
fome leffer accident, then the command of autri(t, 3

T e
s
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tity may. preponderate as a more weighty acci-
dent. If it belawful to give a Thief my putfe, to
{ave my life, which is not lawful for him to de-
mand or take ; Then fare it is lawful to obey a
Xing, 2 Parent, a Mafter o: a Paftor ,/in things
not evil in themfelves » though they unlawfuily
command them, I {1y not that we muft dofo in
all things which are evil but by accident: For [ome
accidents may make it {o great an evil,as no mans
command can preponderateand makeit lawful s
But in fome cafes it is (o, though nog in alf. .
Therefore remember that you do not prove it
finful in you codo fuch things, by proving it a -
fin.in the impofer, unlefs you have fome better
feafon, and can fhew 2 Law of God forbidding
you. ‘- ' ' :

‘.

w

DIRECT, XXXV.
Think not that you are gailtj of allthe Faults

¥ ot _o}{be;j mnﬂ:_n}ﬂrlhip with whom youjoyn
#o.mot of the cMinifters or Congregations

- Nor that you are bownd to [eparate from.
thems in worfhip 5 becanfe of all the fanlss
2n their performance. 4

- ™Y His Errour is 2 common canfe of feparati~

- ons; bue fuch as will fuffer no two men o
joyn together , but will turn alf Charchasinto
confufion, and crumble them toduft, if it be

o fully pra@ifed, For there is no man alivé thig

worthippeth Ged without fome fin, s 1 faid be~
2

fore,




S

w

196 . We are ot guilty of all

fore. Do you ever pray your felves in fecret Of
in your families without fin? Muft all feparace
from youfor this? Or may not you bear anothers
failings as patiently as yeur own? Your owd
you are ftill guilty of , becaufe chey are your
awn = butnot of another mans which-yeu eannot
help. If I believed that I were partakex of the
guilt of all the falfe do&rine , or faulty prcach-
ing, or prayer which was ufed in ‘the Churc
where } am, I would fiye from all the Chur-
chesinthe world : Bue whither to go I coul
not tell, : !

Obj. But if Ijoynwith thens that worfbip God
amifS, do I not approve of their fin or fignific m) confen?
toit? 3 ‘ ; :

Anfn. Approving and confensing are aéks of yOU
own mind : ‘f&nd,vgheThcr gou &qo fo ormnot, ’;
beit known to your felf : Butitisa Profeffior ©
confent that we have now to fpeak of. AndI fay

_ thar our prefence at the prayers of the Ch‘urch, 15

no profeffion of confent to all that is fanlty 1n ‘thf) £
prayers. Why do you nog offer to prove 1610 €
fo, but barely affirm it withontany proof? Tne-
ver heard aword of proof for this bare affercion
to this day. But itsexfily difproved. .,

Firft, no man cn in reafon and juflice 3 2
that for ‘my Profeffion, which I never made fz
word nor deed, according to'the common C‘l’ﬁ
of words and adtions :  Buc according 10 W
common fenfe I never did by word or dee Pfg;
fefs that I confent to- all which is utcered by ¢
Paftor in the publike prayers.

<

Secondly, When the  zofefion which we Mike-

by our Church-commun,on 1§ publikedy d“d"rio'

o
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" faulty worfhip where we are prefent. | &;;? :

tobeanoiher thing , totally diftinct trom this,
No man may juftly interpret it to bethis whichis
quite difterenc : But.c is another ching which we
profelsby.our Church-communion; That is, I
profesmy felfonly to be a (briflian, in my Bap-
tilmwhen [ enter 1ato the Church, and in my
daily communion with it : And I profefs to be &
Member of a Chriftian Society, and to hold Com-
Munien with them in Faith and Love and inwor-
fhipping God according tohis word : And I pro-
fefs{ubje@ion to the particular Paflors of that
Church, 2s Chriftian Paftors, whoare to.teack
the people that word of God, and guide them in
worfhip and difcipline according to thatword.
This is every mans profeffion in his Church-
communion and no.more ; unlefs he make fome
fome farther parcicular expreffion of more, s e-
very feét ufethto do, in profefing the.opinians
- of their pacty. Why then {hould any lyar charge
me to make a profeffion which I never made,when
my profeffion in my.Chriftian communionis de-
Acribed by Chrift himfelf who in{titutedic? And
why fhonld I turn Iyar againft my{elf, and fay
‘that my prefence 1s a profeflion of that.confent
which Inever made the leaft piofeffionof @ -
Thiedly, The wording of the publike prayers,
15 the Pal{ors work and-noneof mine : Itis part
ef hisofice s as the wording and methodizing of
his Sermonsis : And if.he doit wellthe praife -
isnor mine buthis: And if hedoicill the dif-
Ppraife isnot mine but his. Why fhould any hold
me guilty of another mans fault, fv!hsch I ne_nthcr
€an help, nor belongeth to any office of mine to
kelp; any further chan to admonith him. :
; ey Q3 - _Fourth-
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398 ' Others Faults not owrs,

- {erve me fromthem.

| it e

Fourthly, I do not profefs an approdation and
confent to all the fanlts of my own fecret or f1-
mily prayers: Much fefs to another mans, who
1snotin my power. [ have diforders, and de-
fets and incongruities and other Faults in 2l my
prayers ; Andif my very fpesking and comsmitting
them fignifie not ‘my approbarion of them , how
much lefsis it fignified where it is not 1but asather
man that fpeaketh and committeth them.

Fifthly, AndasThave faid, This opinion would
make it unlawful to joyn with any Paftor or
Churchon carth, becaufe ‘no fin mulk be approved
of and confented to : and every one mixeth fin
with their prayers,

Obj. Bar (faythofz on the one extream )i 1
foyn with one that ts known to bea Sepavatiffs 41
Anabaptifty an Antinomian, an Arminian, &< ok
cwn profeffion doth before hand bid me vo expect nos on-
Iy that the manner but the matter of bis prayer be er®
yoneous. :

Anfw. Firft, it is granted that no man may
in his choife, preferap erring petfon or mode of
worfhip before a better,  Secondly , But when
the queftion is not, whom you fhonld prefer but
Whom you may joyz with, it isnot hss erronts that
are yours, nor his profeffion that is yours, I come
Yo joyn with him asa (riffian Paffor whofe office
33 to preach the Gofpel : And while men are the
agents T know that all that they do will be im=
perfedt and fanlty : And it is'not my kwowing theif

faults that makesthem mine, but rather may pre”

Obj, Bar for ought 1 know be muy pot ;’” 5

Ji or Hefphemy ima bis prayers, when TR

m




- Objecksons against praying. by habis. 199
- 10 what be will fay , before I bearite. 5 ..
~eAnfw. Forought youknowyonr Phyfician 5 or
your Cook, may .give you poifon, and your Nurfe
_ ‘may poifon your child : Buc though that fhould
Mmake you carefal whom you truft, yer fomebady
mult be trufted forall that. You go not upon
| certainty in any cafe where man is to be traft
bac upon probability. Men arenot to be diftraf~
- edin their own profeffion , if they be lawfully
calledto it, by cautelonsand able triers, tillthey
have forfeited their truft : And ashe would por
- Mend the matter who {hould make a Law, that
#10 Phyfician fhall give any medicine but-one and
the fame to all in fuch difeafes, and that fetcht -
- from the Kings Apothecary 3 And no Cook fhall
fell any meat bnt what is dreft by the Kings
- Cooks; forfear left they (hould poifon men g
fo he that would fay, No Paftor fthall preach
or pray but in prefcribed words , left he fhould
Y fpeak hercfie or blafphemy, would but defroy
ﬁx;._ Paftoral office, for fear left ic fhould be 2~
ed. ‘ e e S ot
But here you have no great temptation to this
. errour; Becaufe though 2 man may poifon your
bodiesagaint your wills, yet no one can poyfon
your fouls but by your own confent. 1f he fpeak .
words of herefie or blafphemie , if you difown
them in your minds, and confent not to them,
- theyare none of yours  nor €an do you hurt;
~ They may be your temptation and your grief, but
they arenotyour fin. -~ . oy open
- Andyet] fhall tell you in the next direction,
how farthey are to be aveided, o1
Obj. Bat ( fay chofe on the other extream) .




1890 Fore-knows Faults are ot mint.

. Pefs both fo them and me,

When 1 bnow. before hand by their C mmmm- Prayer-

inity dilnot [rem ro'approve it >

- Book, what their errony in worfbip. sy and yet 1O

<Anfw. Do 'not barely afirm, but. prove , thit
all fore-knonn faalss of the Paftors words inpriy-
rarcmine, if I feparate not: How doth fores
knowing them make them mine. - Take hec
that thus you make not God the greateft finnct
and the worft being in all the worlds 4
. For God fore-knoperh ali mens fins 3 and’ GO
18 prefent when they commit them 5 and he givet
them ail chat life and time and frengthand brca.th’
by which they do them : and he hath communio?
with ail the prayers of the faithful in the wotldy

. What faults foever be in the sordsor forms: b€

doth not reje& them for any fuch failings. W”}’
you f{ay therefore that God approvesh ox confenté!
toall thefefinsp = - il ik

1 know before hand (as is (2id before )chat cvg
Ty man will fin thag prayzth ( either by defec
ofdefire, love, faith or fervency, or by Wil
dering thoughts, or difordered words, ere.) A,
T know that every erropeous perfon (common:y
doth afe to put his erroucs into his prayers 21

i’rc‘Chi“g- Buc how doth ali this make it mine?

am bound tohold  communion with all Gods -

people on carth as I have occafion’; ‘not # they
are finners, bucasthey are Saings : And 1/come

as to the Communion ‘of Saints: And tho“gb i

boch they and I do bring our fins to that 'commu=
nion, and Ifore-know them yet / lament bot

theics and mine ; and fo far am 7 from confentiig
to them, chat they are my grief;and 4 beg for:gfve“

0bje




4 Objedtions againft impofed Forms, 201
Obje But you faid thar.ic belonged: tothe Paffor,
office toword bis onn Sermons and Prayers : There-
fore prefcribed forms deftroy the Paftors office : And *
XY WOt confent to fuch wfwrparions by tyrannicas

mEn.

Anfi. Fir@, the Paftor isthe mouth of God to
the people, & of the people to God: And he doth
Word his own Sermons and Prayers ; or elfe hig
Voice could not conduét you. . But if he that is
confcious of his own infirmity , do take the hely:
of othersin wording them, that dothnot defiro™
hisoffice , buthelp himin the exercife of it. ¢
3 weak Minifter learn a prayer out of the writings :
of fome abler Divine and ufe it in the Pulpit,thig ]
1s no deftroying of his office, : |

Secondly, and if they that fear the effe@ of
Minifters weaknefs fhail force them toufe the
words of others, the fpsaker @ill maketh them
his o7 words before you joyn withhim. And if
it did hinder the free exercife of all his office, it
doth not deftroy it. ’

Obj, But he doth it woluntarily 5 whereas the
‘weaknefs of conceived prayer i involuntary.

~Anfw. It iswith more probability {2id , thata
Man is involuntary, indoing that which another
- compelleth him to do, than that which no man=
- buthimfelfonly is the anthor of: It is faid to
him chat readeth the Liturgy [ Do this, or nothing}
Bt no body faith to an erring, weak, confufed
Minifter, [ Patin your errours into your prayersy or
pray diforderly ‘or you fball be punifbed.] Every Se-
“paracift, Anabapreift and Antinomian doth ¢eo wil-
lingly put his erroursinto his prayers. -
© Qbj. Bur the Litargy s impofed on the ableft

\
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1302 Objcitions againft impefed Forms.
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o will a4 on the weskelf Ainiflers, .
- dnfw. Whether it be well or ill impofed, 16
none of the queftion-now it hand : No nor whe-

ther it be lawfully ufed by the Speaker : But whe-

ther yow may lawfully joyz init. And however it
be impofed , till the Minifter confent. to ufe ity
you fhall not be put to joyn with him in it
And when he doth confent, he maketh it his
own words , and ( for reafonswhich feem good.
to him ) he doth choofe thofe expreflions ra-
ther than others: ( Even becaufe he muft sl
thofe or none ) f{o that he is fill in che €
ercife of his office 3 And it is his perfon?
faalt, if it be a fault, to ufe thofe words, 2
none of yours : Whether he do it willingly 2s the
beft, or do it with a half will as of neceflity, OF
whether there be tyranny in the impofing che®
ormot; yen are not guilty of any of this, OF

joyning with 2 €hriftian’ Church that ufeth

them.

DIRECT. XXXVL

et know what Pafors you mesy ownand whis
not, and what Church-communion you mA4)
remove from or forbear: And think not thés
1 am per(wading you to make no differenote

T Hisis 4 poine that I have more largely hand-

led elfewhere  and can give you now OHF
thefe brief hints,left 7 be too tedious. . ok
FitR, He thatis not as al} able to dothe e.ﬂ':;"z‘l

>
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Paftors we may ot own. 3 )3
tial worksof the Mi’hiﬁty,‘ ‘that 15y to teach the
people the Chriftian faith, and 4 holy lifé, and to
pray and praife God with them , and ‘adminiftes
the Sacraments, and in fome meafgre overfee the
manners of the flock, is no Minifter ; nor to be
owned : For he wanteth the eflential qualificatic
ons: Asan illiterate man canbe no Schooima-
fter , nor hea Phyfician , 2 Pilot, an Archited;
who s utterly ignorant of their work. :
Secondly, he that preacheth Herefie, that js,
deniech any effential point of Chriftianity of
Godlinefs, afterthe firft and fecond 2dmonition
15 to be avoided. ; :
Thirdly, he that in his applicarion, endeavons
reth to diz,
people from it , on falfe pretenfes , and encon-
rage them to life of wickednefs, is 2 traytot to
Chrift, and not to be owned in ‘the Miniftéry,
- Ina word, Any one whofe Miniftery és fuch, a ren-
deth to deftruttion more than to edificarion and to do
mire barm than good.  But then remember, that it

Judge : Nor is every one an oppofer of Godii-
nefs, who oppofeth the errours of a party, or the
faults or folljes of god]y men,

Fourthly, that Paftor or Ckurch who will not
lec you have communion with them , unlefs you
will fay or fubfcribe fome falfhood , or commit
any fin of wilful choice,dorh drive you from their
communion by their unlawful terms; and it is
not you that are the Separatifts, but they.

Fifthly, When you are to choofe what Mini-
Tter or Church you will fatedly have your ordi-
nary communion with, you fhould pot px:c:fclrc f:

grace a Godly life, andto diflwade the.

18 not partiality and paffion that muft here be
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204  What sép;iatim % Hakele]i:_’/

Iefs reformed Church or alefs worthy Paftors |
or ore that is erroneous s before & better, @’“ﬁt
choofe that which is moft to your troe edifi-
cation, » _ : ;

Sixthly, If you live undet 2 worfe and un-
reformed Church, or unprofirable Minifter » !
neceflity hinder not, you may remoye your dwe!s
ling to a better,

§¢V°nml)’ , and where Charches are nearand
there isno great hure or diforder will follow it
you may joyn with another Church without £€*
foving your dwelling : But this you may 1ot
do, when the hurt to the publick is like to be
greater than the good to you,

Eighthly, and you muft not conclude that the
more faulty Church and Minifter may not [45f uly
be commanicated with though for your benefit you
chaofe 2 better, for thisis the crue crime
ful feparation. :

But farely a2 mans foul is fo preciotss ‘h?lf
all men thould preferthe greateft gelps for thel
falvation before the lefs 5 and think no juft meaf
200 dear to purchafe them, bl
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Emf and Bulz are borh tobé eyed, aog

“ DIRECT/XXXVIL

In your judging of Difcipline, Reformation,
- andanymeans of the Churches goodsybe fure
your Eye be both upon the srue End, and
#pon the particular Rule, and xotom ¢i~
ther of them alone: Take mot that for &
~ means, which s cither consraryto yhe word
of G;d ,or i inits nasure deflraltive of the
Epd, ' , i

P Here are great mifcarriages come for want
' & ofthe true obfervation of this rule.  Firft,
fa ching feem to you very needfsl toa good end,
.and yet the word be againf# is, avoidit: For God
knoweth better than we , what means is fitceft,
and what he will blefs. As foc inftance , fome
 think , that many felf-devifed ways of worfhip,
.congrary to Col. 2. 31,23+ would be very profi-
table to the Church: And fome_t?mklth“ ftri-
king wich the (word as Peter did, is'the way to
refcue Chrift or the Gofpel : But both are bad,
~ becaufe the Scriptre is againft them. e
Secondly, and if you think that the Scripture
commandeth you this or that pofitive means, if
Nature and true Reafon affure you thatit is a-
gainft the End, and is like to do much more harm
than good, be aflured thac you miftake that Scrip-
ture, For firft, God telleth us ingeneral that the
means a4 fuch are for the End, an thcre{ogc are
10 means when they are againft it | The Miniftery




206 Fudging of and-choafing means. 1

is for edificacion and- not for aéﬁrd&ion.- The

. Sabbath is for.man and not man for the Sahbath-

Secondly, God hath told us, that no pofitive du-
ty isa.duty atall times, To pray when I fhould
be {aying my neighbours life, is 2 fin aid not &
duty, thouigh we are commandzd to pray conti-
mually.  Soisit to be preaching; or hearing 07
the Lotds dey; when I fhonld be quenching A
fire in"the town', or doing neceflary works of
?‘{WCY : Wherefore the Difciples_Sa.b’Da,th-breik'_
ing was juftified by Chrift ; and he giveth us alt
a charge to learr what this meaneth , Iwill have
mercy and not facrifice 3 which mu@ needs #07.
ort, I prefer mercy before facrifice and would
have no facrifice which hindereth mercy. ThEr"
fore if 2 Sermon were to be preached -fo unfes”
fonably or in fich unfititable ciscumftances,
that according to Gods ordinary way of workiles
1t were like to do more hurt than good 3 it were
86 duty 2c thattime. ~ Difcipline is an Ordinance
of Chrift : But if found reafon tell me, tht if 1
publickly call this man ‘to Repentance, OF o
communicate hip's ‘it i like todo much huit
to the Church and no good to him, it -would -
at that time no duty buta fin,  As Phyfick mu
be forborn where the Difeafe will but be exafpe”
rated by it.  Therefore Chrift bonndethour Y2°
ry preaching and reproof, with a [ Shakes the
duft off yonr feet as “a teftimony againft thems And
give nut that which 25 boly to dogs, Scc. . Fben: 110Re
ing under foors and twyning again and rending %> #
Likeft 1o be the ﬂ?f: , rhe wifdome.of Cbﬁﬁ,ﬁﬂfi »
not that of the flefh enly; requireth 08¢0 take 1t
for noduty. ‘Thisisto be obferved by them t at
think that Admonitions, and egcog}??‘}_‘,ﬁ““gg;’




Own o (ubforibe po Falfhood. 2oy

' and exclufien from the Sacrament , muft be nfed
- nall placesand at all times alike, withost fe.
{pecto the End, come of it what will : @r thac
Will tempt God by prefuming that he will cer-
- tainly either blefs or at leaft juftifie, their unis
- feafonable angd improdent actions, 1sif they were

ture y of againft the End, is a certain proof
't hatan a&ion is no duty, becaufe no means.

i_....'___

PR
el .

- DIRECT. VI
Neeglec? nos any trurh of God , much lefs re-

nouncedt or deny itz For lying and con-
2emps of Sacred truih is always finful: B
'yt do mor 1aks s for your- dusy to publifh
‘all whichyon judge to be trush ) ner 4 fin
to filence many leffer trushs 3 when 1he
Charchos peace and welfare doth reguire
T'O fpeak or fubfcribe againft any teath, is
& notto be done on any pretenfe whatfoever s
For lying isa fin at all cimes.  But it is the opi-
. hionof injudicions furjous {pirits, that no truch

fold for carnal profperity , but it is to be forborn.
for (piritnal advantage, and'true neceffity.

Altimesadaty , then all menlive every moment
Wten thoufand fins of omiffion , becaufe there
‘ are

aduty at al] pimes. Tobe either againft the Sorip =

istobe filenced for peace.  Truthis mot to be.

Firft, if the publifhing of all truths were at

i i ke o i bl
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310 Some Truths may be filenced j’meﬁﬁ"'
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are more than fo many truths which 1 am pot
publifthing : Nay which I never fhall: publifh
while¥] hve. ' s 7'
_'Secondly, Pofitives bind not always and to alt
times. A
- Thirdly, while yo are preaching that opinion
which your zeal is fo much for, yow arc omitting -
far greater and more neceffary Truths, Andisi
notasgreat a fin to omit them as the leffer.
Fourthly, Mercy is to be preferred before fa-
crifice : What if the prefent uttering fome crut
would coft many thoufand mens lives ? Were 00t
thatan untimely and nnmerciful word? And 18
it not as bad if ('but accidentally ) it tend to thE
fuine of the Church, and the hurt of foals? I¢
were eafie to inftanice in unfeafonable and iM”

‘prudent words of eruth fpoken to Princes, Whic?

have raifed perfecutions of long continuance, 21 .
tnined Churches , filenced Minifters, and ¢39”
fed the death of multitudes of men. ot
Fifthly, "And where is there any word of G;od‘
which cothmandeth us to fpeak all thac we koW,
and which forbiddethus to forbear the neterance
of any one truth, § ’
Sixthly, Andfor the moft part thofe men, VYhO
are moft pregnant and impatient of holding,
in theit opinionson the pretenfe of the pretiout-
nefs of truth; do but prondly efteem their OWD
nnderftandings precious, -and do vend fome raw
undigefted rotions,vain janglings or errors,undes
the name of that truth which muft by no means
be concealed, though the vending of it tend t"i'
envyand firife , and to confufien and &very ¢V}

work, ‘When thofe that have the Truth indhi*;g"




Know the mature 4nd fum of é’/iri/-l.i-z;bii}:;blgf ¥
e NI

have more wildome and goodnefs to know how to

ufe ie,

- Ieisnot Tyyeh bue Goodnefs which is the nlti=
- ate obje& of the foul, And God who is infinite
Geodne[s it felf, hach revealed his Truths to ghe
world to do men Good; and not to burt them. And
the: Devil, who is the Deflroyer, fo he may bue
O men bure, will be content to make ufe even
Sf Trath to do it ; Though ufually he only pre~
tendeth Trueh to cover his lies: And this angel
of Light, hath his ‘minifters of Light and Righ-
teoufrefs;” who are known by cheir fraits ; whj-
leR the pretenfes of L; ght and Righteoufnefs are
ufed to Sarans ends and not to Chrifts, to hurt
and deftroy and to hinder Chrifts Kingdome, and
- nottofave and to do good : As the Wolf is

known by his bloody jaws, even in his fheeps
- cloathing, : ‘ .

DIRECT, XXXIX.

Kaow which are 14 great duties of & Chriftis
anlife, and wherein the nature of true '
" Religion dy), confift 5 And then presend
505 any leffer daty | againft thefe greater
theugh the leaff when it is indeed 4 duty,
% 108 10 be denied oy negledted, A%

Eaven-work and Heart-work , are the._chiefs

~& cft parts of Chriftian daty. Chrift often:
PR 81Veth ug his fummaries of the Law, and inculca-
teth his great Command ; Fob.13.35. Mmb.z;.-
g R 37
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210 Avsid all that is agusny Chrifp1an#h).

37,385 39. Lak.10,27. And fo doth the A
poftle Rom. 13. 10. 1 Pet. v, 22. 1 Fobne3 xg:
145 23. € 4 7,11, 12,20, 2 Job. 5. Andthe
fruits of the fpirit are manifeft Gal. 5. 325 23
Fames faith, that pure Religion and undefiled befor?
God even the father s this, to vifir the fatberlt[s 4 f
widows in adverfity, and tokeep our [elves gan"’ /i
of the world, Jam. 1, 37, Paul faith, 1 Tim. 1-5;.
The end of the Commandement is {harity owt of 4P"‘i’_
beart, and of a good confcience and of faish mfeight® *
Ard then addeth , From which fome having [#47
ved, baveturned afide 1o vainjanglings — 35
In a word [The effeétual belicf of pardon and ”’o
il Glory given throngh Chrift | and the L”’””
God and man ; with the denial of onr [elVeS) 4
fleftly defires, and contempr of all things inthe 907 ﬂ’
which are competirors with Ged and owr Julority
witha bumble pasient enduring of all which 7’"”5 e
[iffered for thefe end; ] s the natuie and {um 0% =
Chriftian Religion, e Rt
Do nothing therefore as 2 duty. which 18 ;. ni%
derance to any of this.  Contentions prea ’ﬂ%
and fa&ious fidings which weaken Lo7é> s 73
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