
180 Ob)tttion$ Againft Forms. 

forms on the Minifters them/elves. 
Anf. F i r f t , I know no man that queftioneth but 

fome form of prayer and praife were impofed by 
God himfelf, on the Jem[h Minifies; And one 
was taught by Chrift to his Apeftles: And a form 
of Trofefion of frith, and of Baptifm and the 
Lordr [upper is impofed on all the Minifters of 
the Church. And Joel 4. 17. a form of pray^ 
is taught the Priefts : Secondly, But we are not 
now pleading for the needlefs impofmg of any 
forms* nor the caufleft reftraint of extempore 
rary prayers. I have fully born my teftimony a* 
gainft that in due feafon s But many things are 
lawfully and neceiTarily obeyed, which arc not 
lawfully commanded, as I fhall fhew you more 
anon. I could heartily wifh that we could fay 
that all Minifters ( of any party ) were fuch as 
were wholly above the need of forms. Or at 
Jeaftfuch whofeown compofures were better for 
for the Church, than any that could be offered 
them by others ( I f i t were not a contradi
ction ) 

But all that I now expe& from the OfrjecW 
35, that they tell me or themfelves, what proof 
they have that i t is a fin for a Minify tr only to ufe ' 
an impofed form , when all the Congregation c ' » c 

may ufe it ? Arifwer this well before you go. 
And I pray kttll the people note here , that 

it is not, nor cannot.be denied, but that a forffl 
(even anew one every day ) may be lawfully be 
impofed upon all them; and that the queftion is only 
of the Ministers ufe of impofed forms. 

Ob/. Bat our Minificrs do not imfof r thtir ft*t> 

drift* 

http://cannot.be


Of KJM imperial gifts in Prayer. 

Anfu>. Do you think that there is no impofi-
tion but by force? Your Paftor is your guide in 
t hewor fh ipo fGod i and God hath i n p j f e d i t 
on, yoa to to follow him , and joyn with him in 
l i ' l T F r a y c r ' A n d w h a t t h e " v r d s j h t t l b t , . and 

\ u m m e r a n d c h o f c n f o r t h a t time 
kin,? u S P e a k e r 'h«f*th f or you I And fo he 
P^cthyoubyhuMini f te r ia lau t lwr i ty (which 

s « true and lawful impofing ) • though he com-
P C I yop not by thefword or force. 

! n.P°i' B t 4 t Chrift bath givtn gifts to all his MU 
th r a n d c o m m a n d e d t h e m to ufe them. tsAnd 

e> Mfe them not when they ufe impefed formes: 
Btrefere memtf mt obey men agtinft Chrifl. 

1 f L 1 f h

 L

§ l f t s a s a r c "eceflary to the ef-
[ h e t o i Z k l ° f t h d r o f f i c e ' But the7 degreeiot 
fc-vfn i V e r y g r c * v a ^ e t y , a s ^ f / f u l l y 
iHwVveth in i for. l Z m ^ o f t dfewhere 

And the neceffary gift for hearty acceptable 
prayer, „ ,r«, excited by ?he f p i n f o f 
supplication , which fometime venteth i t felf 
b u t f > y M ; a n d f M « , 8.16, 26. 

But the MinifierH gift of p r ^ r is Knowledge 
and by which a Minirter may be a-
b e toexprefs the defires and wants of the peo
ple unto God; which includeth memory infome 
degree. Even as Knowledge and Utterance are his 
vijt or preaching. 

And fome have more Kmn\edge and w«r/*r £ 7 -
tgance ; And fpme have letter Vttermce and /r S 
x-noniedp 4 And fome through want of memory 
a r « defease in both. 

P 3 The 



18* Of the uft of our Gifts, 

Theloweftrankof lawful Minifters, may be 
fo defective in their own gifts, bothtfKiuvrledie,. 
Memory and Utterance? as to have need of the 
help of the gifts of others, who much excel 
them. 

As a Mjnif ter who hath tollerahle Gifts for fret
ching, may yet need the writings of other men 
beforehand; and may bring both their Matter 
and Method into the Pulpit, yea and oft time? 
their words; fo that though he have Gifts, ye 
being veal^, he may ufe the gifts of others. * 
have been counfelied fince I was filcnced, toc°ffl-
pofe Sermons my felf, and give them in writing 
to Come weak Miniftcr ? that hath a n e x

L

c e [ , c " 
Voice 
And 
BOOL, v n u u ^ . u . . . ^ ^ iuw, « «.w, - -
ftould have done i t : And who can prove tM 
this had been his fin ? And yet this was * uiinj 
of another mans gifts inftead of his own. ^n? 
have heard men that are much againj* Pa" , 
Churches and Liturgies vvifh that fome uhlearne 
men of good utterance, might read fomeexce* 
lent Sermon books to the people, in J g « o r 3 " c 

places that can get no better: And who can pro 
the reading of a Homily unlawful. . 

Moreover, Chrift hath given to all bts 
hers fuch gifts as are fuitable to their places , K 
well as to Minijiers fuch gifts as are furtable 
theirs, And the place of a Matter o £

a

a " ™ ' j 
requireth the gift of Catechifing and i n f t n , e i ' % 
the family? And they are as truly obliged ton 
their gifts, as Minifters are theirs. And yet J* 
donbteth but it is lawful for Parents to 
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and catechize their chiidren, by fuch books and 
forms of Catechifins as are compofed by the gifts 
©f abler men? 

Moreover Prayer is the duty of every one* 
and fpecully of the heads of families: And there
fore every true Chriftianhath gifts procured by 
J-nnft, for f 0 much as is his duty. And he is 
bound to uTe his gifts. And y<tt thofe gifts are fo 
Jpw in many, that I fear not to call that? man ef
fectively an enemy to families, fouls and prayer, 
w n o forbiddeth all fttch, to ufe ftach forms of 
prayer as are compofed by the gifts of others. 

The famoufeft Divines in the Church of God, 
Cyen Luther, Zmnglitu, Melantlhon, Calvin, Pcr^ 
k*ns, Sibbs, and abundance ©f Nonconforming 
o f g r e a t e f t n a m e i n £ ^ W , did ordinarily ufe 
a form of prayer of their own , before their Ser
mons in the Pulpit, and fome of them in their 
families too. Now thefe men did it not through 
idlenefs or through temporizing , buc-becaufc 
fome of them found i t beftfor thepeopJe, to 
nave oft the fame words : and fome of them 
found fuch a weaknefsof memory, that they judg
ed it the beft improvement of their own gifts. 
Now befides the firfl compofure of thefe prayers, 
(which perhaps was done 2© years before) none 
of thefe men did ufe their own gifts, any mo e 
than i f they had ufed a form compofed by another. 
For the memory & utterance is the fame of both. 

Thefe all were famous worthy men, whom no 
wife man judgeth to be inefficient for the M i n i -
firy for want of gifts. But i f fuch a? thefe may 
fo many years forbear the exercife of their gift of 
extemporary pnyer, much more may far weaker 
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Qf exerciftnz our own Gifts. 

M i m f t e r s do i t . Abundance of young Miniflers 
f re trained up under aged experienced Divines, 
wnatifone of thcfe fhould fometimes make ufe 
otthe iame words cf prayer, which the aged 
Minif tcr ufed the day before , as finding rhem 
titter than any that he could devife himfeif. Muft 
fie torbear to do better, becaufe he cannot do fo 
well, by the ufe of his own o [ f t s a l o n e > 

And in fome Ordinances as Baptifm and the 
Loras f u p p e r , & c . the fame thing* muft be daily 
prayed f o r : And he that thinke'th he m aft not 
frequently fpeak the fame thing*, will quite cor
rupt the Ordinance of Chrift . And he that will 
tm**l™that h e m u f t have alwavs new mh, will 
f t Jaft have new thinf S , m worfe than nothing- tf 
then it be meet to u f e often the fame mrds, why 
may not a weak Minifter ufe the better mrds of ©-
then, when he hath none meerlv of his own that 
are fo fit? . 

Nay is i t not the Duty of fucii to do it ? Every 
man is bound to do Gods fervice in the beft man
ner that he can : ( Curfed be the deceiver that hath 
^ better in bi^ flock, *»d bringeth that which * cor
rupt ) But to utter prayers and praife to Go^ 
m a f u l l , methodical! and congruous manner, 
jnd m words fuicable to the Majefty of the vvor* 
snip of God , is better ( to the people and to the 
honour of Religion) then to doit in A more con* 

}*Jed, difordeny, broken manner, with barrennefs 
and incongruity of fpeech. But this Uft is the heft 
that many honeft Minifters can do by their m* 
gifts when they miy do i t in the former better man-
-*5>by making ufe of the mrds and gifts of otheru 
, I ^erefo-e i t « A faty for fab men fo far to ufe or 

— . • ' i thers 



Of uftng our own Gifts. r g 5 

thers gifts of inventing words3before their own. 
And among us there is no man forbidden in the 

Pulptt to ufe his own gifts to the utmoft, and pray 
without any fct form of his own or other mens. 

And I would at laftdefire any of the Obje&ors 
but ro name that text of Scripture which dire&Iy 
or mdirc&Iy commandethevery Minifter, to ufe 
nts gift of inventing words and method, or his 
gift of extemporary prayer, every time that he 
praycth to God : Or which forbiddeth to 
ufe the gifts of others, though better than his 
own. 

Obj . But what if the forms imp fed be vtorfe than 
the exercife of our own gifts ? 

tyinfw. Firft, That may be below one mans own 
'"A'A'T ' W h i c h i s a b o v e a n o t n e r s - Secondly, 
And that may be more defective than your own 

i n v e n t l ° n could reach to, which yet may be more 
dcfirable for other advantages. As i f all the 
Churches for fome good ends, fhould agree to 
to ufe one mode or method or form, (as now we 
do in Tinging Pfalms) the benefit of that concord 
might do more to the Churches fervicethan my 
lingular better form or words could do. And i f 
the lawful Rulerscommanded me that which per
haps I couid fomewhat exceed my fe l f , I fhould 
do much in obedience to their command : Or i f 
the people had a greater averfenefs or unfitnefs for 
my more congruous words than for others more 
feftive, I fhould cake that for the beft food or 
phyfick, which is moft agreeable to the ftomack 
and difeafe. B it efpecially i f I am reftrained 
from the publick preaching of theGofpeI,or exer
cife of any of my Miniftry,unlefslwill ufe a more 

difor-



difordered or defe&ive form, I fhall take i t for 
my duty then to ufe i t . Becaufe i t is more to 
the Churches edification. 

In a word , God hath bound all h's Minifters 
to ufe all their gifts to the Churches greateft 
edification: But to ufe a more 'defective form 
liberty to ufe my beft gifts alfo, and to exercife my 
Mimft ry publicly to att, is more to the Chur
ches edification , than to ufe my own gifts 
only a few days in a corner, and then to lie in pri-
fon and ufe them no more. Though no man muft 
of cheife prefer the lefs congruous before the 
more congruous, when he is free ; ( which 1 
confefsis a fin) yet it is a duty to prefer a lefs 
congruousota\zr before none, or before a better 
for a day, with a reftraint of that and all out M i -
niftery hereafter. 

For r y part I have often truly profeffed, that I 
look at many Liturgies which I have read as I do 
at the prayers of fome honeft men, who ufe little 
method, nor very meet words and often tofs Gods 
name through weaknefs; who put that laft which 
fhould be fir ft, & that firft which fhould be laft,but 
yet the matter is honeft & good.I would not prefer 
fuch a man in a Congregation9bdorc an abler man, 
who wil l fpeak more compofedly & agreeable to 
the matter : But yet I would not be fopeevifr , a s 

utterly to refufe to joyn with fuch a one. But as 
God doth not rejed his prayers notwithftanding 
all his weaknefs, no more would I . And I had 
rather have fuch prayers, than none at all. 

O that men would difcern what is the true 
worth of prayer ? and how lit t le God is taken 
with the Oratory of them, in comparifon of 
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faith and love and defire which is the foul o 
prayer. And O thi t men would lay no greater 
ftrefs on their peculiar modes and mrds than God 
doth ; and condemn no mens prayers further than 
they are condemned by God ; norfeparate from 
any further then God rejc&eth them or com-
mandeth our feparation. 

I cannot forbear telling you the aggravation of 
this kind of fin. I t feemeth to me akind of blaf-
phemy againft God. As i f you would make the 
world believe that God is fo much for your mode 
and wordstthtt he overlooked all the defircs of the 
Spirit;and all his promifes,and all mens intereft in 
Chrift,and forgetteth all his love to his people.* fo 
lhatChrift fhal not intercede for them,or fhal not 
prevail, unlefs they pray to God in the words and 
mode which you have fancied to be beft, whet her 
with a Book or without, in theft words or in thofe* 

thinks you are renewing the old controverfie, 
whether in this Mount or at Jemfalem men ought 
to wotfhip ? and knew not that the time is come 
that God will neither accept men for worfhipping 
at this Mount or at JerufaUm, here or there, with 
a book or without book ; but the true worfhip-
pers whom^e choofeth, do worfhip him as a 
Spirit, in Spirit and in truth, as well with Forms 
as without them. 

And yet fome are more wicked than barely to 
condemn their brethrens prayers, becaufe they be 
not doithed juft as their own. They wil l alfo 
h-eah iefts and [corns at them, and take this for the 
ingenuity of their piety. Like men of feverai 
cSuntreys who th nk the fafhions of all Coun-
tryesfave their own, to be ridiculous and laugh 

1 : • at 



J88 Scorning at others Prayers. 

at Grangers as i f they were cloathed in fools 
Goats. So many do by the cloathing of other 
mens devotions. Some fcorn at extemporary 
prayers, and fome fcorn at Forms and Liturgies ' 
And the Litany they call conjxring, and the Re-
iponfes they take for a formal jocular playing 
with holy things; when in all thefe, the humble 
teavenly Chriftian,is l if t ing up his foul to God-

By this petulant carnal kindofzeal, I remem
ber our divifions were here raifed at the firft : 
To derid; the Common prayer,nnd deride them that 
ufed it,was too common with fome kind of reli
gious people : And theyexcufed i t by Bit*? his 
example, As iUdoUters, and the true rvor/hippers 
otGad, that differ from us in a Form, or Ceremo
ny were all one. 

I remember how f jme of the contrary mind 
were inflamed to indignation by fuch fcorns,when 
they were going into the Churches in London, and 
heard fome Separates that lookt in at the Church 
door, fay, [ The Devil chokf thee , art thou not out of 
thy pottage yet ? ] becaufe the Common Prayer 
was not ended. So little did men know what fpi -
r i t they were of. But wife and holy Mr. HiU 
der/ham, Mr. John Ball, Mr. Bradfha», Mr. John 
P-fget, and other learned Non-conformifts of 
old, did forefee and greatly fear this Spirit-

I t is a dangerous thing to fcorn and jeft at any 
thing that is done about Gods worfhip, though it 
Ihould be i t felf unwarrantable; while you fcorn 
at one anothers worfhip of God, you raife a bold 
unreverence and contempt of holy things in the 
hearers, and perhaps before you are aware in ykr 
felves too. And you wil l teach the Atheift to 

fcorn 
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fcoru you all $ unlefs ic be the worfhip of an I - _ 
<iol, where the very object is to be derided, as be- " 
mg no God, you fhould be very fufpiciousof th^r 
w a Y ' I am afraid of making a mock of the grof-
fe[tLerroneous worlhip of the true God. I t is fitter 
to confute i t in a way that more expreifeth our re
verence tothe Objea,God himfelf,& our refpecT: 
to that pious affection which may be engag'd in i t , 
I have feldom feen the belt tempered people i n 
clined to this way of /efting at other mens mariner 
of worfhip > nor have I obferved much good 
Come by i t : But I have oft feen that i t is the way 
ky which young prcu jfelf-conceited perfons do 
kindle a carnal dividing 2eal, and a contempt of 
their brethren, and quench all holy fober zeal 
and Jove together. 

D I R E C T . X X X I I I . 

When you are fure that other mens way of 
worfhip is ftnfuly yet make it not any other 
or greater fin9 than indeed it is : and (peak 
not evil of that much in it3 which is Good 5 
^rind accufe not God to be a hater or reje~ 
Her of alt memferi)ict which is mixed with 
infirmities, 

A S Sr. James faith, 3. 2. 'In many things we 
tjfend all $ but he that (ffendeth mt with his 

tongue u the perfetl man. So we may here fay in 
the fame fenfe , In many particulars of our prayers 
«nd other mrflnp m *H fend God'*Bm be that bridletk 

rot 
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not his tongue from the reproaching of his brothers 
different way of worfhip, may prove the greateft 
Offendor of t i l . I t would move a charitable 
under ft inding hearer to gr i t f and pity, to read 
and hear one party call all prayer by habit, no 
better than crudities, whinings, bold talking to God 
and nonfenee , and whatfoever bitter fcorn can 
fpeak .• And to read and hear many on tbe other 
extreme, to call the Liturgy, no lefs thm Idolatry* 
I defire the Reader toperufe a judicious Trea-

7 / tife of lAt.Tcmhes inanfwer to one of this lan
guage : As much as he and I have written a-
gainft each others opinion about Infant Bap-
nfme, our concerning admonition to you mould 
fo much the rather be accepted in this. 

And what pitiful arguments have they to prove 
. this charge of Idolatry ? Falfe worfhip of the true 

God is idolatry as well as worshipping a falfe Qod ' 
But fuch is the Liturgy : Ergo — 

This is all that thefe rafb. preachers muft trou
ble the Church, and feduce men into a hating 
factious zeal with. But what mean thefe men 
by falfe wr/hip? Do they mean worfhip contrary 
to gods wtrd> That is, which is ftnfttl > And do 
they mean All fuch fmful worfhip or fame only ? I f 
they mean all fuch finful worfhip, than thefe mds 
Oi theirs are Idolatry j For they are part of their 
preaching, which is part of Gods mrjhipi in their 
cwnfenfe: And i t is falfe dotlrine, and tendetn 
to mens perdition. And fo they and all falfe Tea
chers fhould be idolaters. By this they would 
turn all fins in worfhip into one t I t is all Idolatry-
Is not every confnfed prayerfinful, which hath un
meet exprellacnj and disordered, and hathwan-

' dering 
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d ? T § r t h r ° U g h t s a n d d u l 1 affeaions ? Is there any 
f r T k - i l l e r s thit dare fay they pray with
out: fttf And muft we not feparate from them then 
as iMvtrsi Yea and every man from himfelf;*hat 
Utry i Siveorer praying hecaufe its all Ida* 

But perhaps they wi l l fay; This fin it hut in 
*«* manner and not in the matter, 

<4nfa Very good ; I t feems then that fin in 
t«e manner of worihip is not Idolatry. And how 
prove you that the faults of the Liturgy are not 
as far from the Matter of the worfh ip , as youc 
o»»are? W J 11 you findfeme words which you can 
call falfe in the matter} Suppofe i t were fo ? When 
an Anrmomian, an Anabaptift, a Separatift, or 
any one that erreth doth drop fome of his errours 
3L » P, r aS; e r , J (as 1 think none will deny that they 
•I T J , ) m & w e needs believe that his prayer 
is Idolatry therefore, as being falfe wrjhif} And 
w i t un lawfu l t 0 joyn with fuch ? Then we fhal l 
oave more feparation than you yet plead for, or 
praetife your felves. No two men in the world 
muft joyn together i f all fmfttl mrfhip, or worf l i ip 
TaU* fometime in the very matter doth neceflirate 
aieparation r At leatt where no one knowech bc-

u IL W h a t a n o t h c r w i * l wich his tongue, 
when I know chat every man hath fome falfe opi
nion in his mind. 

But where did thefe men learn to call their 
brethrens worfhip falfe any more than their 
own, upon the account that God hath not com
manded the manner of i t ; when he hath neither 
commanded us to ufe a firm, nor to forbear i t ; 
ba* by general precepts cf doing all to edificati

on 
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^n i I f one man preach in one method and ano
ther in another; One by written Notes to help 
his memory,and another without one by his own 
gifts only, and another by the help of others; 
whici of thefc is the falfe prophet,tbe falfe wor-
fhipper or Idolater } Hath God faid you- ( M 

. ufe Notes in preaching f No more hath he faid, yo» 
frail preach without Notes : yet hath he command
ed both, tofeverall perfons where edification va-
rioufly requireth i t - Is he an Idolater that ufeth 
Meeters, Tunes, Verfions, Tranflations,I> ire&o-
nes, Pulpits, Cups, Table Cloaths, Fonts,Bafins, 
&c. which God commandeth not. O Lord pity 
thy poor Church, whofe Paftors themfelves are 
fo peevifh in their ignorance, andi tempt &M& 
men by their follies, to juftifie all their feveri
ties againft them and others. 

But what Text of Scupture is it that ever told 
thefe men that all falfe mrfhip is Idolatry ? what 
text do theymme, butfuch as i f they did it on 
purpofe, to Ihew their boldnefs in adding to Gods 
Word ? The fecond Commandment is the chief 
which they infift on< But what ever Exposition* 
they may forge,,there is no fuch word nor fenfe »n 
the Commandment. We all hold that a? the 
grifsdirett Idolatry, is the wadhipping of i f d l f i 
God, againft the firft Commandment; fo to make 
any fitch falfe reprefentation of thttrue God,by r»erit 
or deeds, as maketh him like an Idol, and. contra-
di&eth his nature, and fo to norfhip him, this is alfo' 
zfecondary kind of Idolatry: Became God is none 

fieck as they reprefent him, and therefore i t is not 
Ciod indeed, but an Idol which they wor/hip* 
And becaufe God is not like to any thing corpo-? 

real 
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real in heaven or earth; therefore he that majceth 
a n J^ge of any thing in Heaven or earth as like 
r A L d > ° r t 0 r * P r c f c n t m m > h c Aaketh an idol of 
rnT ? blafphemy. To what will yon liken mejbat 
IJho/ild be like mto it, faith the Holy one} This 4 thd 

^ f l idolatry forbidden in the Second Commandment: 
I t is not all falfe worfhip, but one fort offaife mrfhip, 

^ f l w ,*c^ «idolatry ; what elfe that Commandment 
[orDiddcth > is neither called Idolatry, nor can fo 
be proved. 

• ... *t is an odious found, to hear an ignorant,ra£h^ 

I felf-conceiced perfon, efpecially a Preacher, to 
cryoutj Idolatry, Idolatry,againft bis; brethrenj 
prayers to God, becaufe they have fomething in 
them to be amended ; while perhaps his own 

• p r a y e r s have fo mucfi falfe doanne in them, oc 
falfe fire of carnal paffions and uncharitablenefs' 

flBj as maketh i t a much harder queftion, whether i t 
rm t L l * W f u i t 0 >oyn w i t h f u c h a s h e i s , while he 

H H abhorreth fo much to joyn with others. A l l that 
know me know that i t is not my own cafe and 

^ • . i n t e r e f t , that I fit this reprehenfion to. I t is 
twenty times harder to me to remember a Form 
°* words, than to exprefs what is in my mind 

^ • w i t h o u t them. But we muft not fit our opi-
U n i o n s of all p u r brethrens prayers, to our owr? 
y i temperament, * 
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D I R E C T . X X X I V . 

Think nst thatall is unlawful to be ohe)(d> 
which u unlawfully commanded. 

MAny a Ruler finneth in bis Commands,when 
i t is no tin but a duty of the inferior to 

obey them. He that hath but a bad endy or bad 
circumfhnces may fin in commanding : As i f a 
Magiftrate command Religious Duties in nieer 
Policy for his own Advantage* or i f he enforce 
a lawfal Command with unlawful Penalties: And 
yet i t will be the Subjects Duty to obey. Yea, 
a s t o t h e w ^ r i t f e l f , i t may be unlawful for* 
Ruler to command a thing that wi l l do no good> 
( becaufe i t is a vain Command, and maketh men 
fpend that time in vain:) and yet it may be the 
Subjects Duty to do i t . 

I f the Magiftrate choofe an inconvenient place 
for publike worfhip, or an unfit hour, or i f the 
Paftor choofe a lefs fit Eranflation,meeter or tune, 
or other circumftances of worfhip, i t may oe 
their fin to do fo, and yet the peoples duty to o-
bey them. I f a Father bid his Child but carry * 
ftraw from one place to another, i t is his fault fo 
to imploy his time in vain; but the Child is not 
faulty in obeying. Indeed i f the thing com
manded be fuch asisf implyevil , and forbidden 
us by God, in all cafes whatfoever, than no ones 
commands can make i t lawful. But i f i t J 
fhing that is only inconvenient, or unlawful by 
tome leffer accident, then the command of autno' 

' jrity 



not always unlawfully obeyed, j $ 5 

rity may preponderate as a. more weighty acci
dent. I f it be lawful to give a Thief my purfe, to 
five my life, which is not lawful for him to de
mand or take; Then fare i t is lawful to obey a 
King, a Parent, a Matter oraPaftor , in things 
not evil in themfelves, though they unlawfully 
command them. I fay not that we muft do fo in 
«U things which are evil but by accident: Vorfome 
accidents may make it fo great an evil,as no mans 
command can preponderate and make i t lawful 2 
But in fome cafes it is fo, though not in all. 

Therefore remember that you do not prove i t 
finful in you to do fuch things, by proving i t a 
fin in the impofer, unlefs you have fome better 
reafon, and can fliew a Law of God forbidding 
you. 

D I R E C T . X X X V . 

Think not that you are guilty of all the Faults 
of other mens worship with whom you joyn 5 
*# not of the OMinifters or Congregations $ 
Nor that you are hound to feparate from 
them in worfhips hecaufe of all the faults 
in their performance. 

THis Errour is a common caufe of reparati
ons ; but fuch as wi l l fuffer no two men to 

joyn together , but wil l turn all Churches into 
confufion, and crumble them toduf t , i f it be 
fully pra&ifed. For there is no man alive that 
Worfhippeth Gcd without fome fin, as I faid be-

Q^a fore. 



196 » We are not guilty of all 

fore. Do you ever pray your felves in fecret or 
inyoarfamiies without fin? Muft all feparate 
from you for this ? Or may not you bear anothers , 
failings as patiently as your own ? Your own 
you are f l i l l guilty of , becaufe they are your 
own but not of another mans which/you cannot 
help. I f I believed that I were partaker of the 
guilt of all the falfe doarine, or faulty preach
ing, or prayer which was ufed in the Cnurcn 
where I am , I would flyc from all the C"UPJ 
ches in the world : But whither to go I could 
not tell. - r i 

Obj . But if Ijoynmth them that vorfhif\j^ 
amifiy do I not approve of their fin or ftgnifs my conjent 
to it ? 

Anf^ Approving and conf ming are a&s of y o U 5 
ownmincT: ^aed whether you do fo or not, J 
beft known to your f e l f : But i t is a ProW*]?* 
confent that we have now to fpeak of. ^ \ ^ 

. that our prefence at the prayers of the Churcn, 
" no profefjion of consent to all that is faulty in trior 

prayers. Why do you not offer to frwt it to D 
fo, butbarely affirm i t without any proof? i n 
ver heard a word of proof for this bare aflercio* 
ro this dav. But its eifiiydifproved. , 

F i r f t , no man cm in reafon and junice ta 
that for my Vrofejfion, which 1 never mf*'W 
word nor deed, according to the common ic 
of words and adions : But according to u 
common fenfe I never did by word or deed p 
fefsthat I confent to all which is uttered by 
Paftor in the publike prayer?. ue: 

Secondly, When the profeffion which we m rf 

by our Cfaurch-com.mua.on is puMtKcI/ deci* ^ 
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to beano; her thing, totally diftinct trom this, 
no man may juftly interpret i t to be.this which is 
quite different: But i t is another thing which we 
profefs by our Church-communioH j That i s , I 
profefe my felf only to be a Chrifim, in my Bap-
t i lm when I enter into the Church, and in my 
daily communion with i t : And I profefs to be a 
Member of a Chriftian Society, and to hold Com-
niunien with them in Faith and Love and in wor
shipping God according to his word : And I pro
fefs fubje&ion to the particular Paftors of that 
Church, as Chriltian Paftors> who are to teach 
the people that word of God, and guide them in 
worftiip and difcipline according to that word. 
This is every mans profetfion in his Church-
communion and no more; unlefs he make fome 
iome further particular exprefllon of more, as e-
very fe& ufeth to do , in profil ing theopinions 
Of their party. Why then ihould any lyar charge 
me to make a profeffion which I never made,when 
my profeflfion in my Chriftian communion is de
feated byChrift himfelf who inftitutcd i t ? And 
why fhould I turnlyar againft myie l f , and fay 
that my prefence is a profeflion of thatconfent 
which I never made the leaft piofeftton of? 

Thirdly, The wording of the publike prayers, 
is the Paftors work and none of mine : I t is part 
«f his office, ̂  as the wording and methodizing of 
his Sermons is : And if.be do i t well the praife 
is not mine but his •• And i f he do i t i l l the dif-
praife is not mine but his. Why fhouLd any hold 
me guilty of another mans fault, which I neither 
can help, nor belongeth to any office of mine to 
<kelp, any further than to admonifh him. 

Q 5 .Fourth* 

http://if.be


1*8 Others Faults not ours. 

Fourthly, I do not profefs an approbation and 
confent to all the faults of my own fecret or fa
mily prayers: Much lefs to another mans, who 
is not in my power. J have d borders, and de
fe r s and incongruities and other faults in all my 
prayers And i f my very fpeaking and committing 
them fignifie not my approbation of them , hctf 
much lefs is it fignified where i t is not I but another 
man that fpeaketh and committed them. 

Fifthly, And as I have faid,This opinion would* 
make i t unlawful to joyn with any Paftor or 
Church on earth, becaufe no fin muft be approved 
of and confented to : and every one mixeth fin 
with their prayers. 

Obj. Bnt (fay thofe on the one extream ) if I 
joyn with one that is known to be a Separatift,*» 
Anabaptijl, an Antimmian, an Arminian, Sec his 
coon profejfton doth before hand bid me toexpefi not on
ly that the manner but the matter of his prayer be ft? 
roneom. 

Anfw. F i r f t , i t is granted that no man may 
in his crjoife, prefer an erring perfon or mode of 
worfhip before a better. Secondly, But when 
thequeftionisnot, whom you ihould prefer but 
whom you may joyn with, i t is not his errours that 
are yours, nor his profelfion that is yours. I come 
to joyn with him as a fkrifilm P*ftor whofe office 
is to preach the Gofpel : And while men are the 
agents I know that all that they do will be im
perfect and faulty: And i t is not my knming their 
faults that makesthem mine, but rather may pre
serve me from them. 

Obj , But for ought I knm he may put here-
fit or ' blafphewy into his prayers, when I kp0® 
*l ' ! . • , • *• ' pot 



Obje&ions against praying by habtt. \ $p 

not what he mH fay , before / bear it* 
zAnfvt* For ought ywknqyeyoHr Phyfician , or 

• your Cook, may give you poifon, and your Nurfe 
• may poifon your chi ld : But though that fhould 
• make you careful whom you t r u f t , yet fomebody 
• mutt be trufted for all that. You go not upon 
• certainty in any cafe where man is to be trufted, 
I but upon probability. Men are not to be diftrnft-
• cd in their own profeffion , i f they be lawfully 
• called to i t , by cautelous and able triers, t i l l they 
J have forfeited their truft : And as he would not 
fl mend the matter who ftiould make a Law, that 
B « o Phyfician fhall give any medicine but one and 
B the fa me to all in fuch difeafes, and that fetcht 
B from the Kings Apothecary ; And no Cook fhall 
M fell any meat but what is dreft by the Kings 
a Cooks; for fear left they ftiould poifon men ; 

|o he that would fay, No Paftor fhall preach 
• or pray but in prefcribed words, left he fhould 
I fpeak herefie or blafphemy, would but deftroy 
• thePaftoral ofHce, for fear left i t fhould be a-
| | bufed. 

But here you have no great temptation to this 
fi errour; Becaufe though a man may poifon your 
'J bodies againft your wills, yet no one can poyfon 
1 your fouls but by your own confent. I f he fpeak 
J words of herefte or blafphemie , i f you difown 
I them in your minds, and confent not to them, 
£' they are none of yours > nor can do you hurt; 
J' They may be your temptation and your grief, but 
5 they are not your f in . 

And yet I fhall tell you in the next direction, 
I how far they are to be avoided. 

Obi . But ( fay chofe on the other cxtream) 
Q^4 &htn 



f o o Foreknown Faults are not mint. _ 

When 1 know before hand by their Commoner ay er-
oookj »hat their crrour in worfhip is, and yet ]oyn 
tn it, do I not feem to approve it > 

<4nf»- Do not barely affirm, but prove, that 
all fore-known faults of the Paftors words in pray
er are mm:, if lfeparate not: How doth fore
knowing them make them mine. Take heed 
that thus you make not God the greatcft Tinner 
and trie wbrft being in all the world. . 
; F o r G o d j V f - ^ . ^ all mens fins; and God 
isprejent when they commi; them * and he givetn 
them all that life and time and ftrength and breath, 
by which they do them : and he hath communion 
with all the prayers of the faithful in the world, 
what faults foeverbe in the words or forms: & 
doth not reject them for any fuch failings. 
you fay therefore that God ann w'etb or conienw 
to all thefe fmj? 1 

I know before hand (as is faid befbre)that eve-
m l i fin t h a c P r a> - ^ ( either by defect 

bfdefire, love, faith or fervency, or by wan
dering thoughts, ordiforderea words, And 
I know that every erroneous perfon (commoniy) 
doth ofe to put his errours into his prayers and 
preaching. But how doth all this make i t mine? 
1 am bound to hold communion with all Gods 
people on earth as I have occafiorinot as they 
zrt/inners, but as they ire Saints: And I come 
as to the Communion of Saints: And though 
both they and I do bring our fins to that commu
nion, and I fore-know them ; yet / lament both 
theirs and mine; and fo far am / from confenting 
to them, that they are my grkf,and / beg forgive-
flefc ooth for them and me. . • -



Objcftions againft impofed forms. %ot 

„ O b j . But yon faU that it belonged to the Paftor* 
office to word his own Sermons and Pr&yers : There-* 
pre prefcribed forms deftroy the Paftors office: And t 
™*y not confent ta fuch ttfurpationt by tyrannic** 
men, 

Anfip. Firf t , the Paftor is the mouth of God to 
« e pe 0plc,& of the people to God: And he doth 
word his own Sermons and Prayers; or elfe his 
vo ]ce could not conduct you. But i f he that is* 
confeious of his own in f i rmi ty , do take the help 
of others in wording them, that doth not deftro" 
his office, but help him in the exercife of i t . \g 
a weak Minifter learn a prayer out of the writings 
of fome abler Divine and ufe i t in the Pu lp i t e s ' 
is no deftroying of his office. 

Secondly, and i f they that fear the erf ta o£ 
Minilters weaknefs fhall force them to ufc the 
words of others, the fpcaker ftiJl makech them 
his own words before you joyn with him. And i t 
i t did hinder the free exercife of all his office, i t 
doth not deftroy i t . 

Obj . But he doth it voluntarily, whereas the 
"weaknefs of conceived prayer is involuntary. 

Anfw. I t is with more probability faid , that a 
man is involuntary, in doing that which another 
compelleth him to do, than that which no man^ 
but himfelf only is the author of: I t is faid to 
him that readeth the Liturgy [Do this,or nothing} 
But no body faith to an erring, weak, confufed 
Minifter, [ Put in your err ours into your prayer/, or 
pray diforderly 'or yon fhall be punlfhed.~\ Every Se
parating Anabaptift and Antinomian doth too wil~ 
lingly put his errours into hfs prayers. 

Obj . But the Liturgy us impofed on the ahUft 
of 



a©* Cbjeclions againfl imps fed Forms. 

at mil <u on the weal^efl eJMimfters* 
Anfu. Whether i t be well or i l l impofed, is 

none of the queftion now in hand : N o nor whe
ther i t be lawfully ufed by the Speaker : But whe
ther you may lawfully joyn in i t . And however it 
be impofed, t i l l the Minifter confent to ufe i t , 
you (hall not be put to joyn with him in it . 
And when he doth confent, he makech it his 
own words, and ( for reafons which feem good 
to him ) he doth choofe thofe expreffions ra
ther than others: ( Even becaufe he muft ufe 
thofe or none J fo that he is I t i l i in the ex-
ercife of his office 5 And i t is his perfonaj 
fault, i f i t be a fault , to ufe thofe words, and 
none of yours: Whether he do i t willingly as the 
heft, or do i t with a half wi l l as of neceflity, or 
whether there be tyranny in the impofing thern 
or not; you are not guilty of any of this, oy 
joyning with a Chriftian Church that ufew 
«hcm. 

D I R E C T . X X X V I . 

f i t know what Payors you may own^nd what 
not, and what Church-communion you m*1 
remove from or forbear: And think not that 
1 am ferfwadingyou to make no difference, 

'Hisis a point that I have more largely hand
led elfewhere, and can give you now out 

thefe brief hints, left i be too tedious. \, 
Fir f t , He that is not at all able to do the eUen-
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MA tiiTworksof theTMirTiftry >' that i s , To le tduhc 
/ % r e o ? I e Ae Christian faith, and a holy life, and to 

P^y a n d P r a ^ « God with them • and adminifter 
| t h e Sacraments, and in fome meafare overfee the 
1 manners of the flock, is no Minifter , nor to be 
I owned : For he wanteth the effential qualificati-
| ons: As an illiterate man can be no Schoolma-
I I ter , nor he a Phyfician , a Pilot, an Architect, 
I who is utterly ignorant of their work. 

Secondly, he that preacheth Herefie, that is, 
| H denieth any effential point of Chriftianity o r 

Godlinefs, after the f i r f t andfecond admonition 
is to be avoided. 

Thirdly, he that in his application, endearou-
reth to difgrace a Godly life, and to diflwade the 
people from i t , On falfe pretenles , and encou
rage them to a life of wickednefs, is a traytor to 
Chrift , and not to be owned in the Miniftery v 

I n a word, Any one vehofc Minifttryis fnchy as tenl 
deth to deftrattionmore than to edification and to do 
rnsre harm than good. But then remember, that i t 
« not partiality and paffion that muft here be 
judge : Nor is every one an oppofer of Godli-
nefs, who oppofeth the errours of a party, or the 
faults or follies of godly men. 

u Fourthly, that Paftor or Church who will not 
J f j let you have communion with them , unlefs you 

r j \ will fay or fubferibe fome falfhood , or commit 
mr any fin of wilful choice,do^ drive you from their 
WJP communion by their unlawful terms; and i t is 
Wm not you that are the Separating, but they. 

Jf Fifthly, When you are to choofe what M i n i -
fter or Church you wi l l ftatedly have your ordi
nary communion with, you fhould not prefer a 

Ids 



2 0 4 What Separation is Mamelefs* 

lefs reformed Church or a lefs worthy Pallor, 
or one that is erroneous, before a better, hut 
choofe that which is moft to your true edifi
cation. 

Sixthly, I f you live under a worfe and un-
reformed Church, or unprofitable Minifter > « 
neceflity hinder not, you may remove your dvifik 
ling to a better. 

Seventhly , and where Churches, are near and 
there is no great hurt or diforder will follow *> 
you may joyn with another Church without rer 
moving your dwelling: But this you may not 
do, when the hurt to the publick is like to be 
greater than the good to you. 

Eighthly, and you muft not conclude that the 
more faulty Church and Minifter may not l*»ftv 
h cmmmicatU mtb though for yoeir benefit v o U 

choofe a better, for this is the true crime of fa-
ful feparation. 

But furely a mins foul is fo precious, 
all menfliould prefer the greateft helps for their 
falvation before the lefs; and think no juf t mean? 
foo dear to purchafe them. 

n t— j 



End and Rule are both to he eyed, a© $ 

D I R E C T . X X X V I I . 

In your judging of Difcipline, Reformation* 
and any means of the churches goodie fure 
your Eye he loth upon the true End, and 
upon the particular Ruley and not en ei
ther of them alone i take not that for a 
means, which is either contrary to the word 
of Cod, or is in its nature dejlruffive of the 
End. 

THere are great mifcarriages come for want 
of the true observation of this rule. F i r f t , 

I f a thing fecm to you very needful to a good end, 
and yet the word be agtinft uy avoid i t : For God 
knoweth better than w e , what means is fitted 
and what he wi l l blefs. As for inftance, fome 
th ink , that many felf-devifed ways of wor f l i ip , 
contrary to Col. a. *h would be very profi
table to the Church: And fome think that fin
king with the fword as Peter did, is the way to 
refcueChriftor theGofpel: But both are bad, 
becaufe the- Scripture is againft them. 

Secondly, and i f you think that the Scripture 
commandeth you this or that pofitive means, i f 
Nature and true Reafon affure you that i t is a-
gainft the End, and is like to do much more harm 
than good> be allured that you miftake that Scrip
ture. Forfir lr , Godtelleth us in general that the 
means as fucbaicfortbeEnd, and therefore arc 
no means when they are againft it! The Miniftery 



a o 6 fudging of and chosfmg m e ^ j ^ 

is for edification and not for deftru&ion. The 
Sabbath is for man aad not man for the Sabbatn-
Secondly, God hath told us, that no pofitive du
ty is a duty at all times. To pray when I fhoulo 
be Caving my neighbours l i f e , is a fin add not ' 
duty, though we are commanded to pray conti
nually. So is i t to be preaching; or hearing on 
the Lords day, when I fnould be quenching 
fire in the town , or doing neceftary works o 
mercy: Wherefore theDifciples Sabbath-breaK-
ing was juftified by Chrift ; and he giveth us an 
a charge to learn what this meaneth , I will hav̂  
mercy and not facrifice ; which muft needs im
port, I prefer mercy before faciifice and vyou^ 
have no facrifice which hindcreth mercy. ^ " e ^ 
fore i f a Sermon were to be preached founfe'" 
fonably or in fo.ch unfuitable circumftances, a 
that according to Gods ordinary way of working* 
i t were like to do more hurt than good; it wer 
no duty at thattime. Bifcipline is an Ordinate 
OfChnf t : Butiffoundreafontellme, that i t * 
publickly call this man to Repentance, or «** 
communicate him , i t is like to do muchnnu 
to the Church and no good to h im, »c would 
at that time no duty but a fin. As Phyfick rnu 
be for born where the Difeafe wi l l bur be exaip ' 
rated by i t . There fore Chrift boundeth our ve
ry preaching and reproof, with a [ Shake $ J , 
dnji off your feet as a tefiimny againthan* 
4ve net that which is holy to dogs, & c . when trea 
ing under foot, and turning again and rending * , 
h\tft ts be the fmefs, the' wifdome of C h r i i t j » 
not thatoftheflefh only, requireth us to. taKC 
for no duty. This is to be obferved by them w ̂ ; 
think that Admonitions, and excommunicato > 



Own orfub[crihe no Failed. x o y 

and exciufion from the Sacrament, imift be ufe4 
in all places and at all times alike, without re . 
ipett to the End, come of i t what w i l l : « r that 
wi l l tempt God by prefuming that he w i l l cer
tainly either blefsorat leaft j u f t i f i e , their un-
ieaianable and imprudent aaions, as i f they were 
a duty at all times. To be either againft the Scrip
ture, or againft the End, is a certain proof 

c m a n a c « o n is no duty, becaufe no meaas. 

D I R E C T , x x x v m . 

&eglt& not any truth ofGod, much lefs re
nounce it or deny it: For lying and con
tempt of Sacred truth is always ftnful: Sat 
jet do not take it for your duty topublifb 
all which you judge to he truth, nor a fin 
to filence many leffer truths when the 
Church* peace find welfare doth require 

TO fpeak or fubfcribe againft any t ru th , is 
not to be done on any pretenfe whatsoever « 

For lying is a fin at all times. But i t is the opi
nion of injudicious furious fp i r i t s , that no truth 
istobefilenced for peace. Truth is eot to be 
fold for carnal profperity , but i t is to be forborn 
for fpiritaal advantage, and true necetfity. 

F i r f t , i f thepublifhing of all truths were at 
all times a duty, then all men live every moment 
w t e n thoufandfins of omiffton, becmfe there 

are 



a i o Some Truths may he ftlencedfometi^eSt 

are more than fo many truths which I am n 0 t 

publidling : Nay which I never {halt publiffi 
whileft I live. 

Secondly, Pofttives bind not always and to all 
times. 

Thirdly, while you are preaching that opinion 
which your zeal is fo much for, yo» arc omitting" 
far greater and more neceffary Truths, And is & 
not as great a fin to omit them as the l e f o . 

Fourthly, Mercy is to be preferred before fa
crifice: What i f theprefent uttering fome truth* 
would coft many thoufand mens lives ? Were not 
that an untimely and unmerciful word? And is 
i t not as bad i f ( but accidentally ) i t tend to the 
tuine of the Church, and the hurt of fouls? # 
were eafie to inftance in unfeafonable and im
prudent words of truth fpoken to Princes, which 
have raifed perfections of long continuance, afl d 

ruinedChurches, filenced Minifters, and ca»-
fed the death of multitudes of men. _> . 

Fif thly, And where is there any word of God 
rthich commandeth us to fpeak all that we know, 
and which forbiddcthus to forbear the utterance 
of anyone truth. 

Sixthly, And for the moft part thofe m£n, who 
are moft pregnant and impatient of holding 
in theit opinions on the pretenfe of the pretiouf-
nefs of truth, do but proudly efteem their own 
underftandings precious, and do vend fome raw 
undigcftedrotions,vain janglings or errors,undeff 
the name of that truth which muft by no means 
be concealed, though the vending of i t tend to 
envy and ftrife, and to confunon and every evj* 
work. When thofe that have the Truth inde-o> 



^^Jhe^ature and (urn ofChrtfitamy. 3 Q g 

u f e 1 t

m ° r e W i f d o i n c a n d g°odnefs to know how to 

m ^ K ^ f } b u t G o d d n e f s i s u l t i -
* r ^ t h , e f ? u h A n d God who is infinite 

WnrW , J h a t h r e V C 3 l e d h i s T r ^ S to the 
thP n ° . 0 ? e n ^ a n d n o t t 0 ^ m them. And 

who istheDeftroyer, fo he may but 
9 ^ n bm wm be content to make ufe even 

S ; 0 * 1 1 1 Thoagh n f M « y he only pre" 
o f t to cover his / / « : And t h i / L l 
? * L l S " s hath his minifters of Light and Ricfh. 
jeoufaefs; who are known by their fruits; whi-
»T^V. g r e t e n f e s o f Light and Righteoufnefs are 
ZA1°<1Satans\end* and not to Chrifts , to hurt 

Zt £ £ M !° h J n d e r C } n f t s K i n ^ > ™* 
knowni b h" M ° ^ ° S ° ° d : A s t h e W o l f * 
c S n / h l s ^ o d y jaws, even in his iheeps 

D I R E C T , X X X I X . 

A»*» which are the great duties of a Chrifiu 
™d "herein the nature of true 

i1< i i ° t b COnM ^ And then pretend 
not anyle(fer duty, againft thefe greater ± 
though the leaft when it is indeed a dutjl 
u not to he denied or negle^ed. 

Tp^Eaven-wl and Heart-w^ are the chief* 
tivTlu e f t P a m o f c h r i f t i a n duty. Chrift often 
fefh v u shisfumrnaries of the Law, andinculca-
tetn hi»great Command 5 ? ^ i j . 3 f , Mattb.%%. 

R $ f , 



31© Aveid all that ts agam$ chrtjtianttj* 

37,38, 39. L*k. 10, 27. And fo doth the A-
pcftle 13. 10. 1 Pet. 1. 2a. l John-l- it* 
14,23 . er 4. 7 , 1 1 , 12,20. 2 Job. 5. Andw c 

fruits of the fpirit are manifeft 'Gal. 5. 22, 
faith, that pure Religion and mdefled he\01\ 

God even the father is this, to vifit the fatherlefsa ^ 
widows in adverfity, and to keep our [elves nnfpoM 
vfthe norid, Jam. i . 27. «ZW faith, I *y* 
The end of the Ccmmandement is (fharity out ofap*1 

heart, and of a good confcience and of faith unfeigM • 
And then addcth, From which fome having ft*'' 
ved, have turned afiJe to vain;j anglings —-

In a word [The effectual belief of pardon and iter* 
nal Glory given through Chrift, and the L°ve ^ 
Cjod and man, with the denial of our Jelves , A 

fie/hly defires, and contempt of all things in the w^1 > 
which are competitors with God and onr )^vAtn 
with a humble patient enduring of ail which rn*r 

• fnffcredftr thefe ends ] is the natUi C and fuffl °* 
Chriftian Religion. . ^ 
• Do nothing therefore a* a duty which is a 
derance to any of this. Contentious preacm » ^ 
and factious tidings which weaken l^°e> a r c 

©f God. 7 7 ? ' o f r & « ? | ^ mufnotjtnve^ 
h gentle t* all men, iTim.l^a.. Wren you c 
into a family and find that their Religion 
eth in promoting fome odd opinion, and p l e . § 
for a party, and vilifying other?, be fare 1 

isafteiigic&i way of ferving the devil , ^ £ 
contrary to the great and certain duties or a r 
ly^Iife. When you fall into company,"< , 
f t i fc tb all talk of Heaven, and all H e a r t ' { t ^ 
in'g apd He'art-humbling conference , ky.P, t 0 ne 
hiii.b or that opinion, befure that i t is D ^ 


