
31© Aveid all that ts Agdirifi ChrtjtiAnttj* 

37,38, 39. Luk. 10, 27. And fo doth the A-
pcftle 13. 10. 1 Pet. 1. 22. l John-l- it* 
14,23 . er 4. 7 , 1 1 , 12,20. 2 Job. 5. Andtn c 

fruits of the fpirit are manifeft Gal. 5. * 2> 
faith, that pre Religion and undefiled It]0**, 

God even the father U this, to vifit the fatherlefs* ^ 
widows in adverfity} And to keep our [elves nnfattt 
vfthe world, Jam. 1. 27. «ZW faith, I Tw» 
The end of the Ccmmandement is £barity out o f f i f 0 

hearty and of a good confcience and &f'faith mfe'tp* * 
And then addctk, From which fome having 
ved, have turned afiJe to vain ]anglings —-

In a word [The efctlnal belief ofpardon and tW 
nal Glory given through Chrifi, and the L°ve ^ 
Cjod and man, with the denial of onr [elves , A 

fiejhly defirety and contempt of all things in the »Qrl > 
•which are competitors with God and our f*'vAtn 
mth a humble patient enduring of all vhicbmf^ 

• fnffcredfir tbefe ends ] is the natui C and fu» 6* 
Christian Religion. . ^ 
• Do nothing therefore a* a duty which is a 
derance to any of this. Contentious preacm » ^ 
and famous tidings which u eaten L°ve> a r c yt 

©f God. The fervant of the Lord wuf not Jtnve^ 
i t gentle n all men, iTim. 2.24. Wren you ^ 
into a family and find that their Religion c<*» 
eth in promoting fome odd opinion, and p l e . § 
for a party, and vilifying other?, be fure t ^ ^ g 
isafteiigiotti way of ferving the devil ) ^ £ 
contrary to the great and certain duties or a r 
lyjjlife. When you fall into company,*< , 
f t i fc tb all talk of Heaven, and *11 He*rt'{t^iv$ 
in'g m& He art-humbling conference , ky.P, t o r j e 
hiii.b or that opinion, be fure that i t is D ^ 



1 

«™*an that isagtinft cbriftUnitj. 2 I I 

way of enmity to Holinefs, though not fogrofs 
r S - J C u r ? n 8 a n d P e r f e ^ t i " g i t . That which I 
» i d before of Tmb , i s applyable to this of 

^ M 5 0 * - " 2 0 ^ ^ m o f l i m P ° « a n t things in the 
world, for the refolving of a thoufand cafes o£ 
confcience, and the direaing of a Chriftiaji l i f e , 
to know which Duties are the greater and which 
a r e the /<?J7̂  and fo which is to be preferred ifs 
competition ; For that which is a duty at ano
ther t ime, is a fin, when i t is done iriftead of a 
greater ! as Chrif t hath refolved in the cafe o£ 
*Je Sabbath. I f Good rauft be loved as Good^hcn 
the Greateft Good muft be moft loved and 
loaght. Sacrifice inftead of mercy is a f i n : One 
gif t muft be l e f t at the altar, while we go to be 
reconciled to our brother. Math. ? . NevSr hear- -
ken to thofe men who would fet up their con-' 
troverted duties,or any pofitiveS and letter thinoy, 
againft the duties of nature i t felf, or the great 
fubftantial parts of godlinefs. 



212 Know good from Evtl. 

D I R E C T . XL.' 

Labour for a found judgement to know „ 
from evil, left you trouble your (elves find 
others hy mi flakes : Andtill you grM ft 
judicious, for fake not the guidance of* 
judicious Teacher, nor the comf any of'the 
agreeing generality of the Godly. 

ALrnoi la l l cur contentions and divifions a**e 

caufed by the ignorance and injudicioufnef? 
c f Chriftians j efpecially the moft felf-concei-
ted. They are for the moll as children , d*t 
yet need to be taught the verv principles of the 
diviiae Oracles, and to be fed 'with mi lk , when 
they think themfelves fit to be teachers of others. 
Web. f . Ui 12. And therefore as children they 

§ are toffed to and fro,, and caried about with 
ty wind of doctrine, Eph. 4. 14, And when they 
have many years together been crying up sn opi
nion, and viiifying diiTenters, at Uft they turn to 
fome other opinion, and confefs that they did an 
this upon miftake- And was it not a pitiful hfe 
that they Kved that while ? and a pitiful zeal 
which did fet them on? and a pitiful kinder 
worlhip which they thus offered to God? Alas 
to hear a man pray and preach up AntinornianiW1 

one year, and Arminianifm the next, and Son-
nianifm the next! To hear a man make Separa-

1 tion and Anabaptiftry a great part of his bunneis 
to men in pceaching and co God in prayer tor 



I ^ f ^ ' f t _ g * M Guides and C o m ^ ^ T ^ ^ 

I } £ « „ V C f o m a n y w e l / meaning people 

1 5 ; 20 r l j g h t a n d i i g h t f ° r d ^ n C f S > 

I ? " t . b e w u f c there is no hope that moft ihould 
I K , u 5 , C l o u s ' Nereis no other remedy for fuch 

o u t t m s of Q r i f t s prefcript which I have herefet 

I nnderftand!n« t L l Q i r n t t h o f h.*m t i l l his own 
Andthac 

I f e l f - f e e i J ! C 0 I « a « of ignorant, erroneous, 

I the ? ° n t i n U e i n t h e Communion of 
I S u r f T Jh- T ' ^ C h ^ ™ - - The gene-

i ce ted r ° f P n f t > a few odd felf-con-
I of D e a c ^ ? u l a r P r

r ° f c f f o u r « - This is the way 
Chrif t y ° U r S a n d t 0 t h e C i l u r c k °* 

D I R E C T , 



914 Overvalue not fervour and fowdnefs. 

D I R E C T . X L I . 

term the bare Fervour of a Preacher, or the 
Lowdnefs of hts voice , or affectionate 
manner of utteranc/y draw you too far W 
admire or follow htm ^ without a propor* 
iionable degree of folid under (landing 
judiciou(ncfs. 

IT is pity that any wife and judicious M l i 
fter fhould want that fervour and. ferioufnef? 

dffpeech, which the weight of fqgreat a bufinel* 
doth require. And itis greater pity , that any 
ferious affectionate Miniver, fhould be ignorant 
and injudicious: And it is yet greater pity W 
in any good men , too much of their fervour 
fhouldbemeerlyaffeaed , and feem to be wW5 
i t is not; or at leaft be raifed by a felfifh den1^ 
to advance our felves in the hearers thougfrts, an 
to exercife our parts upon their affections. » 
i t is moft pit iful that the Church hath any hypo* 
crites who have no other but fuch affected d l ( i c n ; ^ 
bled fervency. And' i t is not the leaft pity that 
many good people, efpecially youths and vv 
men, fhould be fo weak, as to value an ™tCUO 

rate tone offpeech, above a judicious <$*™X 
of the Gofpel. I ' confefs there is fomethinD» 
an afTeaionate expreffion , which wil l move ^ 
wifeR : And as light and judgement tend to s ^ 
rate judgement, fo heat of arTeftion t e n d " . 
b e $ e t # # ^ . And I never loved a ienic 
delivery of matters of eternal commence, . f 



Ignoram Fervent preachers. 215 

j f we were afleep our felves, or would make the 
hearers to be fo : Or would have them think by 
our cold expreflGotis, that we believe not cue 
Selves, when we fet forth the great ineftimable 
things of the life to come. But yet ic grieveta 
my very foul to think, what pi t i ful , raw,and igno
rant kind of preaching, is crowded moft after in 
many places, for the meer affectionate manner 
of expreflTion, and lowdnefs of the Preachers 
voice ! How oft have I known the ableft Prea
chers undervalued , and an ignorant man by 
crouds applauded, when I thar have been ac
quainted with the Preacher ab incnndulis, 
nave known him to be unable well to an-
fwer moft questions in the common Catechifm. 
And I durft not tell them of his great infuflicien-
cy and ignorance, for fear of hindering the fuc-
cefs o f his labours, and being thought envious at 
other mens acceptance* I have known poor 
tradefmens boys have a great mind of theMini -
ftry ; and we that were the Mimfters of the 
Countrey, contributed to maintain them while 
they got fome learning and knowledge i But they 
had not patience to keep out of the Pulpit vil 
they competently underftood their bufinefs there; 
Arid yet many of the religious people valued thefe 
as the only men : And fome of them fhortly after 
turned to fome whmfical Se& or other, and 
contemned the Minifters that inftru&ed and 
maintained them : And all this while, undeeftoo-d 
not half fo much as many of our fober Auditors 
underftood. 1 his prepareth the poor people to 
be hurried into any diforder or divhion, when 
they n o better know ho.v to choofe their 
Guides. JR 4 D I R E C T . 



a i 6 Whofe judgment to prefer. 

D I R E C T . X L I I . 

Tour helief of the neceffary MticUs of f j i f f a 
must be made your own^ndnot taken meet-
h upon the Authority of any -: And in all 
pints of Belief or Practice which are of M-
ceffity to Salvation, you mu\l ever keep com
pany with the Univerfal Chuuh : for if 
were not the Church if it erred in theft' 
And in matters of peace and concord, the 
greater part mufi be your guide $ In mat" 
ters of humane obedience, your Cjovernottrs 
mufiHe your Guides : ^ n d w matursjf 

I hij\ij^dj§cji^ptculatien, the judg
ment af one man of extraordinartM^' 

ft™di#£Land clearnefs y \o he preferr edit 

T N feveral forts of Controverts and Cafes* 
X you muft prefer feveral forts of Guides or 
judges: I t is a grand pernicious Errour to think 
tnat the fame mens judgments muft be moft 
lowed in every Cafe. And it is of grand import, 
ance to know how to value and va°ry our Guides, 
as the Cafes vary. And for the molt parr, every 
man is more , to be regarded in his own way of 
fiudy and profe{Fton,tban wifer men in other mat
ters, of other ftudies and p r o f e f ^ Asa U w ' 
M A 1 S t 0 b e v a l " e d in the Law more than tbea-
i>Ieii and moft illuminated Divine. ? And a Ph>-

jofopher 

. , 
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iofopher in Philofopby, and a LinguiiHn^lrTe 
i n f t T c T a P h y^c ian in P h y f k k , F O E 

r - F - n \ S u P P ° f e i t were a Controverfie whether 
V ^ L ^ G p d , or whether therejbe a l i e to 

. 0 r | ^ ^ e a i o n ^ T l j e 7 e ~ n o man-mult 
? e jaage, becaufe i f you are Gfcriftiahs indeed, i t 
is palt controverfie w i t h you : And yea believe 
wis upon the evidences of truth, whic i ivecon. 
vmced you .- And herein the univcrfa! Church 
are your affociares. 

Secondly, Suppofe i t be made a Ccmftovsnfte 
whether you fhall u fe this Translation or verfion 
, n P^WickJ, or another, or whether you fiull meet 
at this hour or that; at this place or that j what 
words of prayer/lull beufed in pnblick ; what 

y 0 U fliaH communicate with in publkk, 
^nd what not, &c. In all fuch,your lawful Paftors 
and Kulers are the Judges, and their judgments 
mult be preferred before more learned men that 
are not related to you. 

Thirdly , Suppofe the queftion be amon^ 
many aflociated Churches, whether this Church or 
^*ftor be to bedifowned as Heretical, or owned 
by tne reft a s orthodox Chriftians. Here the 
judgement of the Palters of thofe alTociated 
Churches m Councels,is to be preferred as of the 
proper Judges. 

Fourthly, Suppofe the queftion were among a 
free people, that want a Paftor, whether this man 
or that or the other (being all fuffkient) fhall 
he the Paftor of that Church; Here the major 
J o t e of the people of that Church ihould be pre
ferred.' 

Fifthly, 



.31 & fudge not the caufe by the perfons, 

Fif thly , Suppofe the queftion be, whether 
I John 5.7. e. g. be Canonical Scripture; ot 
the Doxology after the the Lords Prayer, 
here a few learned Antiquaries, are to be believed 
before a major Vote or Councel, unskilled in 
thofe things, who contradict them. 

Sixthly, Suppofe the queftion were of the Ob
ject of predeftination, of the nature of the will* 
jhberty, of the concourfe of God, and determin
ing way of grace, of the definition of juftifica-
t ion, faith, &c. Here a few well fludicd judi
cious Divines muft be preferred_bejgrje_jrVuiho^ 
nty and majority of Votes: Alone clear* fightr 
eaman feeth further and better thin a thoufand 
that have darker fight : So that you muft in fnch 
•ary your guides, according to their feveral ca
pacities and the Cafe. Obedience hearkneth moft 
to Authority; Unity and Concord muft depend moft 
on fome majority of Votes: Hard que (Hon* rnuft 
be decided by the t>eft ftadied Perf9ns_s_tndjhe 

P^ncEgQ 
Stands or Votes. 

D I R E C T . 



ffudge not the caufe by the per fens, z i p 

D I R E C T . X L l I I . 

Take heed left you be tempted to rejeB A good 
Canfo\ btcaufett is owned by feme bad per-
fons 5 or to like a bad caufe when it is own
ed by men that are othermfe good : And 
that you jud^e not of the faith and canfe by 
the perfont, when you fhould juage of the 
per fens rather by the faith and caufe„ v/-*?*-

I Confefs whan we have no other reafon to en-
dine us to one opinion or to another,but only 

the reputation of them that hold i t , c&teris paribus, 
in matters of meergodlinefs, the judgment of 
godly men is much to be preferred before theirs 
that are ungodly, and they are irmch liker to be 
in the right. But when God hath given us other 
weans to know the t ru th , we mult impartially 
make ufe of them. 

I t too oft falleth out that heneft people are 
like ftraying fheep : I f one leap over the hedge* 
the reft will croud and ftrive to follow him : And 
therefore errours are like Languages and Fafhi- -
ons, that follow the Country where they are 
bred. Theyreligious people in Sweden zndDen-
mark, have one fort of errour ; I n Holland and 
Helvetia perhaps they hive another : In France, 
and Syain, and Italy they have others • In Grtece, 
and Armenia, and Ethiopia they have others. And 
i t is an eafie matter before we_ are aware, to fall 
into the common epidemical difeafe i and to think, 
T tu j i sbe f t , becaufethc beft and ftri&eft people 
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^ otchismind. And indeed im dotn feldome 
htth § r C a ! L a n a d v l n t a § e in the world, as when it 
« t h won the major vote among the moft re lk i -

*" andmany more will follow. 
f h r r ^ n t h e ° ^ 2 r r ^ , fometimes the worfer. 
no»nr ^ h o I d f a f t t h e t r L 3 t b > a i l d m a n y V 
"o«nt,perfons are apt to reject i t , becaufe it is 
S f f i T * ? f ° b a d ' m i f Tr«th be the Re
tt* - t h c i r

L

K : ^ 3hd Countrey, or of their 
Anccttorsin which they were brought-up * or i f 
i t If r . ! P ? t t ' l 0 n o rpe*ce of confcience lie upon 
in 1 * r , f e n c e o f i c f h e w ^e i r wit or learnr 
^ g n ( V k r t h s y c a n c a k e a n ^vantage by i t , 4 
gaaflt better men vyho errein that one point: I t 

\ n • » Cafes, i f the worfer fort 
of men defend the truth. 
p d l 9 r « f t w c l : I | any Sea fhould rife in i i g f i 
fcwrf who lhould deny Chntf, or the Scripture , 
? ? a / f d i o n > 0 r t h e Life to come, or the 
i / > u 7 ^ r a i I t h 3 t t h e 7 « n n o t keep it holy, 
yet; the worfer fort of the people would all rife 
upagainit iach errours. Shall we therefore think 
tiiat the people are in the wrong ? So i f any better 
Perfons deny Infant Baptifwe, or the ufe of the 
Lords Prayer & c . the worfer fort of people 
would be all againft them,- and yet be in the 
right. J n 

, And yet he?w many do take a form of prayer ot 
Liturgy to be unlawful, meerly becaufe the moft 
of the worfer fort are for i t I As a Pharifee 
can gratifie his hypocrifie by long Prayers, which 
yet are good in themfelves • fo can an ungodly 
perfongratihe his hypocrifie and (loth by Forms 

and 



Scape the temptation of profefjours fins. a 3 r I 

and Liturgies: which yet doth not prove them to 
be unlawful. 

D I R E C T . X L I V . 

retake the had example of religious men, to 
he one of jour moft perilous temptations: 
K^ind therefore labour to difcover efpeci-
ally what are the fins of ProfeJJonrs in the 
age that yon live in^ that you may efpeciaily 
watch apdfortifie your fouls agjimft them* 

C Ometimes the ftrideft fort run in a gang afrer 
one opinion, and fometimes after another : 

iometimes to overvalue free wil l with the Pela
gians : fometimes to abufe the name and notion 
ot free grace fometimes they are drawn with 
Peter to lay about them with a private unwarrant
ed Sword 5 or by Politicians tempted into 
unlawful tumults: fometimes they run together 
mto unlawful Compliances and Conformities to 
efcape fome cenfure or danger to the flefh : And 
molt commonly they are hurried by Paflion to 
follow fome erroneous Leader into Schifme and 
Divifions, which are contrary to Unity, Love, and 
Peace. 

Study well what is the common errour of the 
rdigiopti party in the times and places where you 
live, thityoumay take a fpecial care to efcape 
them, (For fome fuck or others it is too probable 
they haye.) Like not their fault for their Religi

ons 
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ons fake : But fpecially take heed left the Devil 
draw you, to diflike their Religion for their 
faults. Joyn with them heartily in the one, but 
not in the other* 

D I R E C T . X L V . 

tie fire the higheft degree of Holtnefs, and tit 
be free from the corruptions of the times-' 
But affecJ not to be odd and fingular} ft& 
ordinary ChrifHans in lawful things. 

( A N affe&ation of fmguUHtj in indifferent 
- / J L things, doth either come from fuch igno* 
norance as thofe were guilty of in Rom. 14. or moft 
commonly from Pride, though you perceive it 
not your fel ves. I f i t be to go in a meaner g* r£ 
than others, and as the Quakers, not to put 6& 
the hat 5 or with the Fryars, to go barefoot, or in 
a diftinguiihing habit, that all men may fee and 
fay,This is a lingular perfon in Religion>it is eafie 
to fee how this gratifieth pride. Humility de-
iireth not to be fpecially taken notice o f : A » d 

therefore in all things lawful, to do as others do, 
doth gratifie humility very much. It's ftrange 
to obferve how much ftrefs fomc perfons lay upon 
their lingular habits, geftures, expreffions and 
actions, when they have once taken them npr 
and how fharp they are againft all that are con
trary f For as the Matters of every Sed of Monks 
among the Papifts had their feveral Rales of 

aula-



Muff we go as far from Sinners. 2*5 

gularity in things indifferent; and yet prefcntly 
defued to get difciples to take their names, tand 
follow their rules i fois i t with moft that begin 
in Singularity : They would have all follow them, 
that i t might grow common. 

D I R E C T . X L V I . 

When yon have to do only with ftigmatized 
fcandalotts ones, to vindicate the honour of 
of Chrijlianity from their fcandal, go as 
far from them as lawfully you can: But 
with the common fort of ftnners , whofc 
converfton you are bound to feek, go not 
as far from them as yon can, but furpofely 
fiudy to come as near themy as lawfully jeu 
may, that you may have the better advau* 
tage to win them to the truth. 

WHen i t is our wcr\ to avoid perfons that 
they may beafhamed, or that we may 

ihew our deteftation of their wickednefs , then 
going from them is our duty, and we muft do i t ; 
( To the excommunicate in pnblick, and to the 
no:orio r:fly wicked and impenitent alter admoni
tion, in our private vny °^ * , f e * ) ** u t w i t ^ m 0 ^ 
men, our duty is to labour their convention, and 
in h©pe to leek the iaving of their fouls, t i l l they 
prcve as dogs and fwine to their exhorters. I t is 
* common queflion whether we ihould go as far 

as 



2 24 0 r come as near thtm as w can. 
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as we may from wicked men, or come as near 
them as we may. And i t is very great ignorance 
tc fay either the one or the other, without diftm-
guifhing of wicked men! Seeing ourduty lyeth the 
clean contrary way, towards one fort of them and 
towards another. 

And there i 5 much difference alfo to be made 
of the matter in which our joyning with them> or-
going from them doth confift. For there are 
iome things which though they are no fin, yet 
are fo like fin, that our doing them is moftlike 
to be a fnare, and to hinder mens repentance>and 
not to further i t ; And in this we muft not come 
too near them. But there are other things in 
which our going too far from them is like to hin
der their repentance. 

The injudicious zeal of many young Ghii f l i -
ans, doth often carry them into this extream. 
Any fa/h ion of apparel which the common peo
ple ufe, they will avoid as far as modefty will 
permit them. And any lawfull recreation which 
they me, they wi l l fly the further from because 
they ufe i t : And they think i t a fcandaf, to fhoot 
or'bowl or ufe any fuch game which bad men ufe* 
And any form or manner of fpeech which is law
ful in it felf they think they muft avoid becaufe 
fuch ufe i t . Bat efpec<ally any way of worfhT" 
pingGod,or any controvertible opinion in R e 
gion, which is owned by bad men, they Aye a* 
fat from as they canj By which means all this e-
vil is committed. 

Firft , Their own faith and pra&ifeis corrupt
ed: For many an errour is taken up, by g°i n 8 
too far from other mens faults. Many a one .tat* 

necli 
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Pelage, by flying indifcreetly from AntT-
nomianifm. And many a one turneth Antino
m y by avoiding Pelagianifm. Many a one 
turneth Papjft t 0 fKew his deteftationof multi
tudes of feas: And many a one turneth to the 
giddieft feas, to avoid the things which are held 
? n d praa :fcd by the Papiftsj and are fo zealous 
i n Voiding the Papifts ceremonies and forms and 
nolidays'too far , thit at laft they renounce their 
Ordination and their Baptifm , and fome atlaft 
d e n y ttte Scriptures, the Creed, and the Chrift , 
w hich the Papifts own. Many a one turneth Se-
Paratift and Anabaptift-and'S^akef,'to get far 
enough from Bifhops and Liturgies: And many 
a one is ready to over-run his cbniider i t ion, and 
abafehis confcience in'the extent of his compli
ance with all impofitions,through the indignation 
°r contempt againft the u'nreafonable Humours of 
the Sectaries. And thus mens oven judgement and 
praasf-is depraved, while they think more from 
whence to go, than whither. 

Secondly, you Jofe your advantage of doing 
good to thofe you flye from : And therein difo-
bey the will of God, and have a hand in the lofs 
of the fouls, of men : *2W became a Jew to the. 
Jews, and all things to all men to fave fome. 
1 Cor. 9. 19, 20,21, 22. I pray you mark his 
words: I t had been no ftrange thing, i f he had 
become wife to gain xhtfoelifh, and fhewed him-
^\£ftrong to win the veea^ & c* & u t t 0 become a 
Jew ( as when he circumcifed Timothy, and fKa-
yed his head becaufe he had a vow, &c. ) and to 
be as under the Law to them that are under 
Law 5 and as without Law to them that are with-

S out 
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out Law ; and to become as weak to them that 
arcww^, to gain the weak , and to be made all 
things to all men , tofave fome, this is far from the 
religion of the Separatifts. What abundance of 
thmgsdo many now blame, and cenfure others 
for as temporizers, which they have nothing a-
gainft (that may be called Reafon) but only that 
their neighbours ufe them > I f a man ftandupat 
the profetlionof the Be1ief\or i f heftandup when 
the Pfalms andHymnsofPraifeto God are utte
red , they fay , he conformeth to the geftures 
of the Congregation : and make that his difpraiie 
which is hispraife8- And what % Is not ftandi»£ 
a fit getture to profefc our Faith in fand a fit ge-
flure to praife Cod in ? Or i s i f praife-wortby to 
Be odd and finguUr in thcChurch > and not to do 
as the reft of the Churcfrdoth ? profrfle (? 
Hs r e fok t i on , in all fuch geftufes and lawfw 
orders to do as the Church doth where he 
AndT^/ .wouId have us with* one mouth as vveli 
as with one mind to glorifie God. I entreat tneie 
men to mark whether it was Chrift or the Phari-
fees that came neareft to their way, and whom 
tkey now imitate ? Was it for going too far from 
finners that the Pharifees did cenfure Chri£ ? 
was i t not for eating and drinking with Publ -

cans and tinners ( though he did it not to harden 
them in their fin, but as a Phyfician converlijV 
with the lick to heal them ) was i t not forSa&' 
bath-breaking and not being ftrict enough |" *u<^-
mat ers, tnat they were offended with C h r i f t a n . 
hisdifciplesf The cafe is plain : Bnt corrupt 
nature more fsvcureth the fepart.ting zeal of ' 
f harifees, than the Loiing winning zeal of C t > ^ 
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And wilIeafi lkrfufF.r us to be imitators of the 
rharifees than of Chrift. 

Thirdly, This going too far from thofe whom 
we fhould win , doth not only Iofe our advan
tage to do them good, hut greatly tefideth to 
rurderi them in all their prejudices againft a r e l i 
gious Iffe . a nd to hinder their convertion and to 
undo their fouls. When they hear and fee us1 

place any of our Religion, in avoiding a lawful 
Recreation, or a lawful' ufe of words, or a law-
t u I fofhion of apparel, or a lawful gefture orc i r -
cumflancein Gods worfbip, they wil l judge of 
tne rell of our Religion by that part: And this] -
is one thing that hath hardened tboufands (efpe-
cially of the rich who are enclined to excetfes) 
mafcornful contempt of f tr ianefsin Religion, 
under the name of Puritans and Bigots and Preci
sians , and fuch l ike; They think they are but art 
ignorant humorous fort of people, who are a l -
moft mad with a pride of their regularity in Re
g i o n $ And think that when you rell them of a 
Converfion, you would have them become fuch 
whimficaJ famticks : And that the difference be
tween their Religion and yours is but, whether 
fuch a form of prayer, or fuch a geft ure, or fuch 
a falhion of apparel, or fuch mufick or other re
creation, be lawful, or unlawful; In which they 
a"e confident that they are in the right? AnJ 
what greater cruelty can you lhew to fouls, than 
thus to harden them in their fin and mifery ? L i t 
tle do fuch perfons think, how many be in Hell , 
through thefe fcandals and fnares which they hav£ 
fet before them ? And yet they take on therr^' 
that is becaufe they would not encourage men in 

' S % nnV 
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fin, that they thus flye from them. When they 
do their word to make all the world believe that 
ftri&.religioufnefs, is but the whimfie of a gid
dy fort of people, who are almoft out of their 
\vits with pride. And what greater injury can 
men do to Ch rift and to Religion than this? To 
make i t the fcorn and contempt of the world ? 

I know they will fay that Religion voiever[cor0 

ned by the wicked, and ever mil be ? But i f i t h e 

[corned for its genuine nature, its heavenly wit-
dome, purity and goodrefs, this is the difgrace 
only of them that fcorn i t : Or i f they maliciouf-
ly and caufeiefly call wifedome, folly, or call good, 
evil, this wi l l redound to the fpeakers lharne, 
where true Reafon hath but leave to work. ^ l 

i f you wi l l therefore do as the Jews did? and 
cloath Chrift in a fools Goat, and put a Reed in 
his hand for a Scepter, to expofe him to the 
laughter and fcorn of the benolders, it is you thac 
wil l be found his deridersand- crucifiers! I f ym 

blind-fold him, and others finite him, and fay> 
Read who fmotethee } his buffering will pro*? 
to be caufed by you : I f you will paint a faint in 
the garb of a mad m m, the countries hatred and 
abuie of faints w i l l be imputed unto you. 

Fourthly, yea I may add,tbat you are thegreat* 
caufe of the perfections c£ the godly, and of the 
damnation of the perfecutors. " While g^dly 
people appear in their own Iikenefs, in wifdom 6 

and love and humility and meeknefs and fobnety r 

the world doth ufually bear fome reverence tothenh 
though i t hate them. But when you have made 
men believe that thofe that call themfelves GodiJ 
f'wplt, are but a company of fuperftitious Pnan-

file:///vits
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fees, that cry , Touch not, taft not, handle noz\ 
or a lOrt of melancholly humorifts, who muft fit 
became their neighbours ftand, or muft go .out 
ot the way, becaufe their neighbours go i d * ; 

l his maketh them juftifie all their cruelties, to 
you and others, and think perfecution to be their 
d u j y : and to fay that, the whip is for the fools bac\, 

a n d canton children mnft be made wiftr bythe rod j 
ana that i t is no wrong to a mad mantolie in 
bedlam. 

I f you fay, that Godlinefs hath been alwayes per-
J tented, I anfwer, But i f you are the caufers of i t , 
though i t muft needs be thatfcandal or offence 
come, yet wo to him by whom itcometh. Math. 
18. 7. Luk. 17. 1, 2. 

The way of heavenly wifdome is pure, but 
peaceable and gentle and eafie to be entreated : 
The way that Chrift and his Apoftles have led us, 
is to draw as near to finners as we can , by Love 
and *a|l the offices of Love; neither following 
them in any fin, nor flying from them in any thing 
•that is/*»/«/• that they may be convinced that i t 
15 not humour and difdain and pride, but true ne-
c e f f i t y and god+ command, which maketh us differ 
from them as we do. And that we may not be 
difabJed by any contrary errours of our own from 
evincing and oppugning their J, 

D I R E C T . 



Avoid both extreams. 

D I R E C T . X L V I I . 

When ever you are avoiding any err our er ftnx 

forget not that there is a contrary extream 
to he avoided, of which you are indnfl* 
gerasm&asoj that which you are 

THe minds ofmoft men are fo narrow , that 
they cannot look many wayes, at once. I f 

they be intent on one thing, they forget another. 
But i t is a narrow bridge betwixt dangerous guifo 
which Chriftian faith and obedience 'mult pafs fl
yer : And he that looketh on the one fide, with 
the greateft fear and caution, is undone, i f he 
look not aIfo on the other. 

t The common way of avoiding any errour or 
yice, is to run into the contrary. Andonfhofe 
terms fatan himfelf wil l be Orthodox, and a re
former, and an enemy to vice. I gave you fome 
inftances even now. He is a rare perfon, that is 
fo wife and happy , as to flye from every erroiir 
and fin, with an impartial awakenea fear of the 
contrary. And thence i t is that the moftp^cl" 
cweld experienced Chriftians are ufuallyin con-
troverfies for a middle way • and in the croud of 
contentious fe&s , they commonly are the re* 
concilers : Not only becaufe they are more calm 
and moderate, and peaceable than others j but 
efpecially becaufe they have feen the errour on 
poth extreams j when others fee only the errour 
on one fide. Only in our inclination toour*W* 



Instances efextreams. 

mate end, that is, in our Love to God, wc never 
need to fear over-doing. But all the means 
may be perverted and turned into fin by e*-
treams. 

Many that ©bferve the pollution of the Churcfi 
by the great neglect of hdy Difcipl ine, avoid 
this errour by turning to a finful reparation: And 
many that are offended at feneration avoid i t ; by 
a grofs neglect of Chrift ian'difcipiinc, and ta
king i t for a needlefs thing. 

Many who obferve how hearrleflyand hypo
critically prefcribed forms of prayer are ufed by 
too many, do avoid i t by denying the lawfulness 
of all forms : And many who fee the errour of 
this opinion, do efcape i t by turning to meer 
formality, and deriding all prayer which is not 
written in a book, or prefcribed by another. 

I f any who fee how thofe that were ba ptized in 
Infancy, are admitted to adult Communion with
out ever underftanding or ferioufly owning the 
Covenant into which they were then entej^dj and 
feeing how the Church is corrupted hereby; do 
avoid this errour by denying the bapttfmof I n 
fants. And many that fee the errour of the A -
nabaptifts, do avoid it by countenancing thea-
forefaid Church-corruption: and if Infants be but 
Baptized, they newer care whether they be czllti 
a£ yean of discretion, to the fol'cmn renewing 
and owning of their Covenant. 

And many that fee both thefe extreams do 
plead for Confirmation, as the middle way : But 
they turn i t into a meer Ceremony-, and defeat 
the e#ds of i c , and never bring the baptized to a 
folemu renewal! of their holy Vow. And many 

S 4 who 
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who fee r t Papft; abufe of Confirmation , do 
•wholly caf t i t oft, and deny the healing fife a-
forefaid. : 
, Many who fee the eflfe&s of Papal tyranny* 
difltke all General CMimftsry y which takeih the 
care of many Churches. And many who fee the 
incoherence of Independent Churches, and the 
calamity of fecls-j- do incline to Papal Usur
pation. • > • > 

Many who fee the evi!s of Indepency in re* 
fpeel: of Council^ and Concord, are inclined to a 
Regimental dependency ' and fttlordination of one 
Church to another, as of Divine appointment. 
And many who fee that there is no proof that 
God ever appointed fuch a Regimental dependency, 
do turn to Independency in point of Council *M 
Concord. 

Many who ohferve the grofrnefs of their error, 
who would have the people have the power of the 
Keys, and govern]the Church by the major Vote, 
do deny the people the liberty of choofing their 
Paftors> and being guided in Spirituals as Volun
teers. And many who fee this errour of de
nying the people liberty , do give them t̂he 
fore-fa id power of the Keyes,and make them Go
vernor rs of th'emfelves by Vote. 

; Many who hear tfePapifls talk fo much of ff>e" 
nts and of good works, do deny our own Faith, 
and Love., and Repentance, the place that God 
hath affigned them in order to pardon and fa I va-
tion, in fubordination to Chrift f And many who 
hear the prefumptuousboaft of being Righteous 
by Chi iris imputed Righteoufnefs, without any 
folfflling cf-ths Conditions of the Covenant ^ 
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Grace on their parts, do make-as-a jeft of imputed 
Righteopifnefs (as i t is taken in a found and war
rantable fenfe) and do afcribe too much to the 
works of man. 

Many who hear the Socinians make faith and 
obedience to be all one, do deny that the faith by 
which we are juftified, is a giving up the foul in 
Covemnt to Chrift intirely in all his office, even 
as our Redeemer and Lord, and fo an engagement 
to obedience by fubje&ion. And many thar hear 
men fay, that faith juftifieth us only as an inf t ru-
ment, apprehending Chrifts fatisfaclion and me
ritorious righteoufnefs as their own, do confound 
our faith and obedience; and forget that the 
f a j t n by which we are juftifTed, is [ our becoming 
Chrift ians, or, Affentand Confent [to the fivenant 
Tfhich vce make in Baptifme (nothing more orlefs ; ) 
and not our living osCbriftians in after obedience, 
which is the fruit or effect of faith. 

And, even in civil things, many who obferve 
how Turk i fh , Tartarian, Japonian, China's, and 
other Heathenifh. and Infidel-Tyranny , is the 
chief Refifter of the Gofp^l, and Supprefier of 
Chnftianity to the damnation of millions of fouls; 
And how Papal tyranny, and Mufcovian , and 
Spanifh cruelties, are the -chief Maintainers of 
ignorance and unreformednefs in theChurches,are 
ready hereupon to think difhonourably of M o 
narchy it felf, and to murmure at the power of 
Chnftian Princes, and to rufh - into feditions and 
rebellions. And many that fee the mifchiefs of 
feditionsj confpiracies'and rebellions, are ready 
to forget the grand and heynous fin of Tyran
ny, and the calamity of Souls, and Churches, and 

King-
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Kingdoms thereby : ( As fimpdnelU faith, Tk 
abufe of the Potefiative Primality, is Tyranny, the A" 
•hnfe of the Intellective Primality is Here fie, indtbl 
abufe of the Volhive Primality is Hyfoerifit • 
Though indeed he ftiouid have mentioned both 
extreams). 

In a word , woe be to the Reformer, who 
feareth not running into the Extream, *which 
is contrary to the .Errour and Sin which he woulrf 

reform. 

D I R E C T . X L V I I I . 

Think more and talk_ more of your faults and 
failings againft others 5 ejpeciaily ai^Y 
Princes, UMagi ft rates 9 and ^MimfitrS > 
than of their faults and failings again* 
you. 

THe Reafon of thisCounfel is very obviou* 
and paft contradiaion. Another mans iin 

as fuch is not yours: No mans fin fhall damn you 
but your own ; no nor bring any proper P e . n a , 2 
on you. Our fuffering by other mens fin, J* 
common way to Heaven, by which Chrift ana 
Apoftles went: But our own fin is that vvn 
muft have the blood and fpirit of a Saviour for i» 
cure,or i t wi l l undo us. He came to deljroy t 
works of the Devil , and tofave his people w 
their fins: Math.i. 21. i ?T 
to keep us from being perfecuted by fjnneff 
Math.j. without efcaping periecw e 
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we may be faved, ( for every one that w i l l Jive 
godly in Chrift J efus muft fufter perfect ion, 
2 Tim. 3,1 g l t e x cept we Repent of our own 
nn we (hall perifh, 13.5,5. we muft mourn 
for the fins of others ( £ * 4 > 9- 4-3 b " t we pro
perly Refent of none but our own. 

Should we not moft fear that which we are moft 
indangsr of ? And molt lament that,which we are 
m o f t ^ i / f ^ o f ? And mcft talk, againfi that which 
moft: concerneth us ? And all this is not mhtr 
Wis faults, no not Maglflratts or Minifters. 
(though much tp be bewailed) but our own. 

Every one wil l confefs, that the true fpir i t of 
Chriftianity is agreeable to what I fay. And yet 
how contrary i s the praaife of no fmall number 
of the Religious ? Jn all companies how forward 
are they to talk of the fins of Princes and Parlia
ments ? of Courtiers and Nobility, and Gentry j» 
efpecialfy of Minifters ; And not only of the 
fcandalous that are guilty indeed, but of the in-
nocent that ate not of their way j whofe faults they 

A rather make than find ? But how feldome do you 
ft?, hear them tell any how bad they are themfelves ? 
$ A. * u n J e f s i t be in formality to feem humble per-
(jiflL f ° n s ) yea, how impatient are they with any other 
^ that find fault with them ? I t would be much more 

acceptable to God and wife men, to hear you 
talk of your own infirmities, than of the Rulers 
or Min>fters,or Nf^ighhours-? The one is a work 
of Repentance ; and the other of detraction and 
backbiting. The one is a work which you are 
commanded by God (to judge your feIves, and 
confefs your faults one to another : ) But the o-
tker is a work which you have feldomer a call 

from 
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from God to do. One tendetb to your pardon ; 
the other to your g u i l t ; Therefore i f you fail into 
the compaiay of backbiters, that are dishonouring 
their Rulers or their Pallors, or telling how bad 
their neighbours are f labour to purifle thefe 
itinking waters, or turn the ftream : fay to them, 
l O friends how bad are we our felves i what'pnde 
is in.our hearts ] what ignorance in our minds! 
io wanting are we even in the loweft grace, Hu
mili ty, that we have fcarce enough to make us 
take patiently, fucn cenfures as now we are giving 
out upon others? to felfijb as difhonoureth our 
profeflion with the brand of cmtrdtednefs, and 
fmialuj ; fo weak that all our duties are liable to 
greater cenfures than we can bear: And our in
ward graces weaker than our outward duties. Of 
Uch ungoverned thoughts,that confufion and tumult 
inftead of order, and fruitful improvement, are the 
dayiy temper and employment of our imaginati
ons : fo paflionate, impatient, and corrupt, that 
we*re a trouble to our felves and other-, and a 
oiihonour to the Gofpel, and a hindenmce to the 
converfion of thofe whom our holy exemplary 
lives fhould win to God : fo ftrange to Heaven, 
as i f we had never well believed i t ; And to fay 
all in one,fo empty ofLove to our dear Redeemer 
and the God of Love, that our Hearts lie vacant 
to entertain the love of worldly vanities ; and 
draw bzck from the ferious thoughts of God, 
which fhould be our daily work and pleafure; and 
flie from the face of Death, as i f we ihould be 
worf t , when we are neareft to our God. And 
when we are our felves no better, fhould we n ° c 

rather complain of the fore that is fo near us? 
and 
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and marvel that our neighbours vilifie not us, 
and that the Church doth not judge us unworthy 
of its Communion I Nature teachcth or con-
ftrameth all men, to be more fenfible of their 
own difeafes, than of their neighbours; and to 
complain of them moft as loving themfelves beft : 
Is it then becaufe you love your neighbours better 
than your felves, that you fpeak more of their 
faults and infirmities than of your own ? I f not, 
take heed left it prove not to be the voice of love! 
and then I need not tell you how bad i t fignifieth 1 
God is Love, and he that dwelleth inlovedwel-
leth in God, and God in him* The Devil is the 
Love-killer 1 And what way can you imagine fo 
powerful to kill love to any others, as to make 
men think them to be very had. } Doth any man 
love evil xhnknovceth i t to be evil ? certainly there
fore thefe fpeakmgs evil of others, are love-killing 
words (though to his face to make him know 
himfclf, they might be medicinaf: > And there-, 
fore they are the fervice of the love-killing 
fpir i t . ] 

D I R E C T . X L I X . 

Take notice of all the good in others which 4 / K 
peareth, and rather talk of that behind their 
backs, than of their faults, 

I F there were no Gcod in others, they were not 
to be loved: For i t is contrary to mans na

ture, to wi l l or love any thing, but fnb ratiom hni% 
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»s fuppofed to be good. The good of nature, is 
lovely in all men as men, even in the wicked and 
our enemies (And therefore let them that think 
they can never fpeak bad enough of nature take 
heed left they run into excefs : ) And the capacity 
of the good of holinefs and htppinefs, is part of the 
good of nature. The good of gifts and of a com* 
mon Profeffion, with the poffibility or probabi
l i ty of hncerity, is lovely m all the vifible mem
bers of the Church. And truly the excellent 
gifts of Learning, judgment, utterance and me
mory, with the virtues of meeknefs, humility, pa-
tience> contentednefs, and a loving difpofitiori 
inclined to do good to aIl,arefo amiable in fome, 
who yet are too ftrange to a heavenly jife,that he 
muft be worfe than a man who will not love 
them. 

To vilifie all thefe gifts in others, favoured of 
a ma! gnant contempt of the gifts of the Spirit of 
Cod. And fo it doth, to talk all of their faults, 
and fay little or nothing of their gifts and virtuesj 
yea, fome have fo unloving and unlovely a kind 
of Religioufnek, that they backbite that man as i 
defender of the propbarte, and a commender of the 
ungodly, u bo doth but cohtrad'd: or reprehend 
their backbitings : And are ever gain-faying 
the commendations which they hear of any whom 
ih- v think i l l of. 

But i f you would when you talk of others' . 
/ efpecially them who differ from you in opini
ons) be more in commendation of all the good, 
which indeed is in them. t . You would/hevv 
your fdves much liker to God who is Love, and 
aalikcr to Satan the accufer. u You tfouo 

ftieiv 



The fruits of peaking mil ofethers, 139 

flieW an honeii impartial ingenuity? which ho-
noureth virtue where ever i t is found. 3. You 
would ihew a humble fenfe of your own frail ty, 
who dare not proudly contemn your brethren. 
4. You would (hew more Icve to God himself, 
when you love all of God whenfoever you dif-
cern i t ; and cannot abide to hear his gifts and 
mercies undervalued. 5. You would increafe 
the grace of love toothers, in your felves, by the 
daily exercife of it ; when backbiting and de-

PrfjP traction wil l increafe the malignity from which 
they fpring, 6, You would increafe Love alfo 

^ f l in the hearers; which is the fulfil ling of the Law; 
mm when detraction wi l l breed or increafe malice. 
H | 7. You wi l l do much to the winning and conver-, 
• I fion of them whom you commend, i f they be un-
P )f converted. For when they are told that you fpeak 
ffi- lovingly of them behind their backs, i t wi l l much 

j t reconcile them to your perfons,and consequently' 
prepare them to hearken to the counfel which-

SEjf they need. But when they are told that ycu did 
backbite them, i t will fill them with hatred of 

f ^ y you, and violent prejudice againft your coun-
\f $ fel and profcfiion* 

Yet miftake me got : I t is none of my mean-
rJ ing all this while, that you fnould fpeak any falfe* 
f"J hood in commendation of others ; nor make peo

ple believs, that a carelefs carnal fort of perfons^. 
are as good as thofe that are careful of their fouls, 

ufi or that their way is fuflScient for falvation j Nor? 
to commend ungodly men in fuch a manner , as 

Yl tendeth to keep either them or their hearers frcm 
repentance ; Nor to call evil, good, or putdark-
^efs for l i g h t , nor honour the works of the de-
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V*L But to fhew Love and impartiality to al l ; 
and to .be much more in fpeaking of all the good 
which is in them, than of the ev i l : Efpecially if 
tfcey be your-enemiet, or differ from you in opi
nions of Religion : Tit. 3. 1. Tut them in mind 
to be fr-ibjett to principalities and potters; to obey MA' 
giftrates, to be ready to every gnod vtcrh^i to fpea'^ e-
vil of no man , to be no brawlers but gentle; [hewing 
all meekriefs to all men. For we cur felves, veere 
fometime foolifh , & c . Grace is clean contrary to 
this detraining vice, 

D I R E C T . L 

Study the Duty of inputting and[exhorting 
more than Reproof and finding fault* 

I Dfny not bat that it is duty to tell ih-other_ of 
his fault, and to reprove and that with plain-

nefs too. Math. 18.15. L e v - l9- *7- And *t 
is but few that do this rightly, of many that will 
backbite and cenfure. But yet I have long ob-
ferved, that many Chriftians are enquiring, HoW 
they muft manage the duty of Reproof, whone-
never enquire how to perform the duty of Chrt-

jtian exhortation or inftru&ing of the ignorant. 
When as this later is much more ufually a duty 
trnn the former j And you are bound to exhort a 
mulritud- whom you are not bound to reprove. 
And exhortation to good is a duty which the hea
rer is ufually lefs offended at* I t doth n o t / ° 
much gall and exafperate his mind : I t ^ i m ^ 


