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210 Avsid all that is agusny Chrifp1an#h).

37,385 39. Lak.10,27. And fo doth the A
poftle Rom. 13. 10. 1 Pet. v, 22. 1 Fobne3 xg:
145 23. € 4 7,11, 12,20, 2 Job. 5. Andthe
fruits of the fpirit are manifeft Gal. 5. 325 23
Fames faith, that pure Religion and undefiled befor?
God even the father s this, to vifir the fatberlt[s 4 f
widows in adverfity, and tokeep our [elves gan"’ /i
of the world, Jam. 1, 37, Paul faith, 1 Tim. 1-5;.
The end of the Commandement is {harity owt of 4P"‘i’_
beart, and of a good confcience and of faish mfeight® *
Ard then addeth , From which fome having [#47
ved, baveturned afide 1o vainjanglings — 35
In a word [The effeétual belicf of pardon and ”’o
il Glory given throngh Chrift | and the L”’””
God and man ; with the denial of onr [elVeS) 4
fleftly defires, and contempr of all things inthe 907 ﬂ’
which are competirors with Ged and owr Julority
witha bumble pasient enduring of all which 7’"”5 e
[iffered for thefe end; ] s the natuie and {um 0% =
Chriftian Religion, e Rt
Do nothing therefore as 2 duty. which 18 ;. ni%
derance to any of this.  Contentions prea ’ﬂ%
and fa&ious fidings which weaken Lo7é> s 73
0f God, The fervans of the Lord muft not ﬂnwé e
Le gentlets all meny 2 Tim. 2.24. Whenyot ;ﬁﬂ_
1nto a family and find that their Religion con
eth in promotisg fome odd opinion; and B this
for'a party,’ and vilifying others, befnre! abcing
3s aReligioas ‘way of ferving: the {*C‘“]f’ o0l
eontrary to the great and certain duticS O aw%i ch
Iyilife. 'When you fail mto company » arch
ftifleth alf talk 6f Heaven, and all # ’“”’l eading
ing dnd Heart-bumbling conference by-pbut one
gEshiver that opinion, befure chatat 1575

way.
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Avoid all thas is agMiCZ:};{ﬂiqpit]. 211
way of enmity to Ho!inéfs, ihqugh not fo grofs

as fcorning and perfecating it. That which T
faid before of Truth ,  is applyable to this of
uty.

It is one of the moft important things in the
worlq, for the ‘refolving of athoufand cafes of
confcience, and the dire@ingofa Chriftian life,
to know which Datics are the Grearer and which

arethe leffer; and fo which is to be preferred i
Competition ; For that whichis a daty at ano-
ther time, is 4 fin, when it is done inftead of 2
greater ! as Chrift hath refolved in the cife of
the Sabbath. If Good muft be oved as Good,then
the Greateft: Good muft be moft loved. and
- fought. Sacrificeinftead of mercy 1sa fin : Que
gift muftbelefr at the altar, while we gotobe
reconciled to our brother. Mazh. . Never hear= =
- kento thefe men who would fet up their con-
) troverted duties,or any pofitives and lefler things,
- 4gainft the duties of nature it felf » orthe great
- fubftantial parts of godlinefs; :




213 Know Good from Evil.
elgig o ' H
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Lbiar for & frund judgement 1o know gové
© ofrem evil et you tronble your felves ar
- others by miftakes : And 1ill you grew fo
_judicionty” forfake not the guidance of #

. dndiciows Teacher , nor the company of the

. Agreesng gemeralssy of the Godly.,

7 A Emoft all-auir-contentions and divifions 3¢
: ~canfed by the ignorance and injudicionfness
-of Chriftians j-efpecially the moft felf-concei-
«ted. - They are for the moft. as children , that
yerneed to be taught the . very.principles of th°
divine Oraclesyand to be fed with -milk, wher
‘they think themfelves fit ro be teachers of others
Heb. 5. 115 12, And therefore aschildren they

, are tofled to and fro, and caried-about yith €6
ty wind of do&rine, Eph. 4.14. Andwhen thef

hgvc many yearstogether been crying up an op”
nion, and viiifying diffenters, at laft they turn to
{ome other opinion, and confefs chat they did all
this upon miftake. ~ And was it not a pitiful b€
that they lived that while » and a pitiful 74
which did fet them on? and a pitiful kind ©
worthip which they thus offered to God? Al#S
to hear amanpray and preach up Antinomiani
one year, and Arminjani{m the next, and So¢i-
‘nizmifm the hext ! T héar a man make Separd”

. tion and Apabaptiftry 2 greac part of his bulinefs

_to men in preaching and to God jn p ray&rvi%"
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feven and feven years together ; and at 1alt confels
that all this way his errony -and his.fin (Orif
ne confefs it not, i is fo much the worfe, ) Is
~ it not. fad "<thﬁ£<.v'»“l.§§10mﬂ€.3u‘ and haﬂy "t&‘hﬂﬁ&);
fhould fo mych injure the Church’ and mens
fouls that {0 many well meaning' people ,
ould put'evik for"good and good for. evil,
darknefs for' 1ight“and “Tight' for' darknefs, “2/a.
Ji20, L AIIRGR S0 1y Yenaly aldina
But becaufe there is no hope that moft fhould
o2 judicious, thereis no other remedy for fuch
g,l;t this of Chrifts prefcript which L have here fee
wn ; )

y

Rl e £3 308wy bloeg 87
- Firft , Hégpy}: is he that choofeth a ]udxcmu%
faithfal Guide and fearneth of him till his.own,
b underﬁandixg; be better illaminated ; And thac
efcapeih the conda@ of ignorant,, erroncous,
 felf-feeking, proud, dividing Teachers. 8
. . Secondly & Comiﬁlie;in-._ﬂje'__Commlm:on. of
the gencrality of agrecing Chriftians: The Senen
rality of the 80dly are more; uplikely to be
forfaken of Chrift, >:than 2 few odd felf-con-

ceited fingylap profeflours, This 15 the . way.
ghlz?}ace to your felves and to_the Church.of
Lit. A s BT
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214 ‘Overvalue wor ferveur and lowdnefs.

 DIRECT. XLL*

Let ot the bare Fervoiy of & Preacher, or the
Eowdnefs ' of his vaice'y o7 affectionase
manner of utierance, draw yoy 100 far 10
admire or. foHow him 5 sithout. 4 propor
ssomable degvec of [olid andcrﬂandiﬁguﬂd;
judicimefuefeis o8 on o srodr oA

IT is pity thit any wife and judieions Mini-
fter thonld want that fervoyr and_ ferioufncis
of fpeech, ‘which the weight'of fdgreat bufinefs

doth reauire, "Anditis gréater piry , that a1¥
q . 2 Uity

ferious affe®ionste Minifter,” {hould be jgnorant
and injudicions ¥ And it is yet greater ‘pity thaf
in any geod men , téo Much of their fervont
fhould be meerly affected , and feem to be what

itisnot; or at leaftbe raifed by afelfith defire.

to advance our felves in the hearers thougitts, 407
to exercife otir parts upon their affections. . Bat
1t i¢ moft pitiful that-the Church hath any hypas
crites'who haveno other but fuch affe&ed ditlem-,
bled fervency. And.it is not the leaft pity that 10
many good people, efpecially youths and. W0
men, fhould be {o weak, as to valuean? ectio”
nate tone of fpeech, above a judicious opening

~ of the Gofpel. ' I’ confefs there is fomething 1

: - : - > e
an affe@ionate expreffion which will move ¥

wifeft : * Andas light and jadgement tend to g;"f;
rate judgement 5 {0 hear of affe@ion tendet

beget affeétion. And 1 never Joved 2 fenfelefs

| it < L




Ignorant Fervent Preachers.  axs

if wewere afleep our felves, or would make che
hearers to be {0 : O would have them think by
our cold expreffions, that we believe not our
{elves, when we fet forth the great ineftimable
things of the life to come. ~Bilt 'yet ic grieveth
my very foul ¢a'think, what pitifal, raw,and igno-
rant Kind of preaching, iscrowded mofbafrer in
many places, for the meer affectionate: manmer
of expreffion, and lowdnefls. of the Preichers
Yoice ! How oft have Iknownthe ableft Prea-
chers undervalued , and an _ignorant man‘by
crouds applanded, when I that have been ac-
. quainted with the Preacher' «b  incunabulis ,
have known  him to be umibiée well to' an=
{wer moft gretions in the common Catechi(m,
And I durft not tell them of his great infufficien-
¢y and ignorance ; for fear of hmdering the fiic-
cefs of his labours, and being thought envioys at
other mens acceptance, I have known poor
tradefmens boys have a great mind of the Nfini—
firy 5 and we that were the Minifters of ‘che
Countrey, contributed to maintain them while
they got fome learning and knowledge + ‘But'ths

had not patience to keep out of the Pulpit vill
t'h"-)fc"flllveto:ntiy underftood theirbufinefsthere:
And yet many of the religionspeople valaedithefe

asthe only men : And fome of them fhordy after
turned to fome wh mfical Se& or-other, and

‘contemned ‘the Minifters that inftru&ed and
maintained them = ' And all¢his white; undewtood
not half fo much as many of our fober Auditors
underffood. This prepareth the poor people to

hurried into any diforder or divifion, when
they no better know how to choofe - theis
Guides. RS T DIRECT.
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216 . Whafe j;idgmem 1o prefer.:

_DIRECT, XLIL>~

Tour belief of the veceffary Aticles of Faithy
ot be made your omn,and nos taken meer-

o dy wpon the Antherity of apy-: Andinall

“ points of Belief or Practice which are of -
- eeffisyro Salvation, you muft cver keep com-

Pamy with the Wniverfal Church - for #

mere nig 1ke Church if it erred i theft:

. ~A%d in matters of peace and concord, tht
- &reatlr part muff be your gwide 5 In mal®

" ¥ers of hwmane obedience, - ysur Governosrs

- oubbe your Guides - _andin masers o
v high-and d:ﬁz’tult [pecntation , t/&ji‘i(;
L piens of one “man of exiraordinary undd-

 fanding and clearmefs 45 1o

| Jorebothy the Rulers g the paior Vaie. . ©
b gl 5. b cers and inemajor Voit.  *
;Mf,;'.?,“ ¥ ' S ;

IN feveral farts of Controverfies and Cafes

‘ you mufk prefer feveral {ores of Guides _Or'
Judges s It isagrand pernicious Errour to think

that the fame mens judgments muft be moft fol-
lowed in every Cafe. And itis of grand imports
ance. to know how to value and yary our Guidess
iasthe Cafesvary; - And for the moft part, every

~man is more.to be regarded in his own way of

ftudy and profeffion,than wifer men in other M3t
xers, of other ftudies and profeffions : Asa La¥~

JEE 1s to bevalued in the Law more than the -

»leftand mof ilfuminsced Divine ¢ And 2 Phi-
SREE — lofopher




tofopher in Philofophy , and 2 Lingoit & the

Tongues, and a'Phyfician in Phyficky 5. For

inlance ;i1 hiod (T ory
Firft, Su

S Vérioll&‘b»idd in varions Cﬂﬁfﬂ':. 21 7

< s ppofe it were a Controverfic whether

<Ot be God, orwhether there be z life to

- come, or %{)_rgfgg‘g&_oﬁ,cﬁ'c;' > Here no man muft
?e‘ J udge, ecaufe if you are Chriftisns indeed, it
is paft coneroverfie “with you : And you believe
115 upon the evidences of trath, which havecons
vinced you :1And herein' the univer(ai Church
are your affociates. PR RS o
Secondlys- Suppofe it be madé'a Controverfie
Whether you fhall ufe this Tranflatior or verfion
In publickl, or another, or whether you fiall maet
avthis houror that 5 at this place or that 5 what
“words of prayer fhall be afed in publick 3 what

petfons you fhayl commanicate with in-publick, -

‘and what not, ©c. Inall fuch,your lawful Pattors
and Rulers are the Judges, and their judgments

‘muft be preferred before more-learned men that

re notrelaced toyou.

Thirdly , Suppofe the quéﬁion e éilz‘mxig',

many affociated Churches, whether th Church or
Paftor be to be difowned 25 Heretical , Or owned
by the reft as orthodox Chriftians,  Here the
judgement of the Paftors of thofe affociated
Churches in Councels,is to be preferred as of the
proper Judges.

Fourthly, Suppofe the queftion were among
free people, that want a Paftor, whether this man
or thir or the other (being all fufficient) fhall
be the Paftor of that Church; Here the major

Yore of the people of that Church fhould be pra-
ferred,’

Fifthly,
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2(8 Fudge nﬁe canfe by the perfe
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Fifthly, Suppofe the queftion be, whethet
Y Fobnsg. 7. e g 'be Canonical: Scripture; OF
the Doxology after the the Lords Prayer, @
here a few learned Antiquaries, are to be believed
before 2 major Vote or Councel, unskilled in
thofe things, who contradiGthem, 2
Sixtbly, Suppofe the queftion were of the Ob-
je&k of predeftination, of the nature of the wills
hberty,  of the concour{e of God, and determin=
ing way of grace, of the definicion. of juftificas
tion, faith, &c.. Here a few well fudied judi~
cious Divines muft be preferred before Autho-
rity and majority of Votes : As one clear-fight=
ed manfeeth further and becter than a thoufz
 thac have darker fight 2 So that you muft in fach
vary your guides, according to their feveral €3
pacities and the Cafe.  Obedience hearkneth moft
| to Authority; Uniry and Concord muft depend moft
: onfome majority of Votes: Hard guftioms muft
: be decided by the. beft fadied Perfons, and the.
quickeft cleareft fights, and not b

i
l

| L

\
%



 Fudgenot thecanfe bythe perfom.': 210

DIRECT. XEME: o =zl %

Take heed left you be tempted to rejest 4 good
Canfe, becaufe ss is owned by fome bad per-
“fons 3 or to itke & bad caufe when it is own-
ed by men that are otherwife good : And
that you judge not of the fasth and casnfe by
she perfons, when you [bould jwage of the
perfons asher byshe faish and caufe. v 528

" Confefs whanwe have no other reafon to en-
L. cline ustoone opinion or to another,bue only
the reputation of them that hold it, ceteris paribus,
in“matters of ‘meer godlinefs, the judgment of
godly men is much to be preferred before theirs
that are ungodly, and they are much liker tobe
inthe righe.” Bt when God hath given us other
means to know the truth , we muft impartially
make iife of chem. SELE ) B0
© It too oft falleth out that honeft people are
iike ftraying fheep : If one leap over the h'edgc,‘.
the re® will croud and ftrive to follow him : And
therefore errours are liks Languages and Fafhi =
ons,” that follow che ‘Country where they are
bred. Thegeligious people in Sweden and Dent
mark have one fort of errour ; In Holland and
Helvetia perhaps they havé another = In France,
and Spain, and Iraly they have others': In Greece,
and Armenia, and Ethicpia they have others, And
itis an eafie matter before we are aware, to fall
into the common epidemical difeafe ; and to think,
This is beft; becaule the beft and firiQeft people
e e 5



EEEE—

320. ?ﬁdge":iot the canfe bythe perfons,

e ot this mind, Ang indeed fin doth felcome
get o grear ap advantage in the! woild; as when it
ath won the major vote among the moft religi-
ous fort of people.+ If hur 2 Peser{eparate, Barnas.
b 20d many. more will follows vt e
Andonthe other fide, fometimes the worfer
fort of men may hold faft che trgth, and many ig-
rlorant perfons are apt to rejed it, becaufe it1s
oWnedby men fo'bad> * Bat 'jf Trath be the Re-
ligion of their‘Kiﬁg-ahd"Cduﬁ'trey, or of their
Anceftors in which they were broughe. up 3 of, if
their reputation or peace of confcience lie upon
14 08if the defence of it fhew their wit or.l‘earg‘
98:3.0r if they.can cake an advantage by ity 2%
gaint better men,;. who erreinthat onepoint ¢ It
0o wonder in ajl thefe Cafes, -if the worfer fort.

of, men defend the truth, . ot 2rese ot
~iEorinflance; If any Se@ fhould rife in Eagn
@d, who fhould deny Chrift, orthe Scripture s
or;the Refurteion, or the 1 ife to come, or the
Lordsday (for alf thas they cannot keepit holy,
yet). the worfet forg. of the people. wonld all rife
:lg:,.againﬁ fach ecrours, . Shafl we therefore think
that the people are in the wrong? So if any better

- perlons deny Znfans Bapeifine, ‘or the ufe. of the

Lords Prayery &c.. the worfer. fort of pCOPlG'
“{Og,ld be all againft them; and yet be in the
AT R i

;And yet how many do take 2 form of prayer ot
Liturgy to be unjawgul, meerly becaufe the moft
of the worler fort are for it} As a Pharifee
can gratifie his hypocrifie by long Prayers, which
Jet are good in themfelves’; fo can an ungodly
perion gratifie. hjs hypocrific and floth by F_Grm;

: e 3
s B e
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Scape the temptation of pra[qfoﬂr: fins. azy

-and Liturgies: which yec doth not prove them go
be unlawful, . dilith, o "

s Fi A e

W 1

H °/ 2

Ye take the bad example of religious men, to
be one of your maeft perilous temptations :
A nd therefore babowr 10 difeovier efpeci-
ally whas are the fins of Profeffonrs in the
Age that yow livein, thas youmsay efpecially
watch and fortific your fouls againf} them,

 Ometimes the ftriceft fort rnin a gang after

one opinion, and fometimes after another :
fometimes to overvalue free will with the Pela-
Lians : fometimes to abufe the name and notion
of free grace : fometimes they are drawn with
Peter to lay about them with a privace unwarrant-
ed Sword 5 or by Politicians tempted into
unfawful tumnles ;- fometimes they run together

nto unlawful Compliances. and Conformities to =

efcape fome cepfure or danger to the fleth : And
moft commonly they are hurried by Paffion to
follow fome erroneous Leader into Schifme and
Divifions, which are contrary to Unity, Love, and
Peace. ‘ 5y
~Study well what is the common errour of the
religiows parry in the times and places where you
live, thic yon may take a fpecial care to efcape
them, (For fome {uch or others it is too probable
toey haye.) Like not their fanlt for their Religi-
" onls

- T

1
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222 Affeét not medleﬁ ﬁ;gv;ldfi_tt_,,

ons ke : But{pecially take heed left the Devil

draw you, to diflike their Religion for theif
fanlts.” Joyn with them heartily in the one, but
notin the other;— " -

BIRECT. - XLV. *

Defire the higheft degree of Holinefs, and 1o
be free from the corraptions of the times®
But affec ot 16 be odd and fingubar, from
ordinary €hriftians in lawful 1hings.

‘AR affeCtation of fingalarity in indifferent

things, doth either come from fuch igno-
forance as thofe were guilty of in Rom. 14. or MmO’
commonly from Pride , though you perceive If
not your felves. Ifit be to go in 2 meaner g4f
than others, and as che Quikers, not to puto™
the hat; or with the Fryars, to go barefoot, or in
2 diftinguithing habit, ‘that all men may fee an
fay,Thisisa fingular perfon in Religion,it 1 caﬁc_
tofee how this gratifieth pride. ~ Humility de=
fireth not to be fpecially taken notice of : AR
therefore in all things lawful, to do as othersd0s
doth gratifie humility very much., It’s ftrange
to obferve how much firefs fome perfons lay UP"E‘,
their fingular habits, geftures, expreffions a0
ations , when they have once taken them OP
and how fharp they are againft all that are con-
trary ? For asthe Mafters of every Seét of Monks

among the Papifts had their feveral Rales oi uﬁl[a]:
o




_ Muftwe go as far from Sinners. 29 3
- gularity in things indifferent ; and yet prefently

defired to gec difciples to take their names, jand
follow their rules ; fois it with moft that begin

in fingularity : They would have all follow them,
that it might grow common.

(<a e = ol B

DIRECT. XLVL

oy When you have to do only with fligmatized
feandalons ones, 10 vindicate the honear of
of Chriftianity from their [candal 5 go as
far from them as lawfully you can: Bw
with the common Jors of fimners , whofe
converfion you are bound to [eck, go not
@s far from them as you cany bus purpofely
fudy 1o come as near them, as lawpully you
may, that you may have the better advay=
tage to win them 10 the sruth,

i | V Hen it is otir werk to aveid perfons that

: they may be athamed, or that we may
- thew our deteflation of their wickednefs , ther
going from them is our duty, andwe muft do it
(:To the excommunicate in publick , and to the
+ no:orionfly wicked and impenitent after admont~

ofl tion, in our private way of life. ) But with moft

men, eur duty is to labour their converfion, and
in hepe to feek thefaving of their fouls, till they
Prove as degs and fwine to their exhorters. It is
" acommenguéflion whether we fhould go asfar

: as
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224 Orcome as near them. a5 we can,

s

asWe'may from wicked men, or come as IEL:
them as we'may, ' “And it is-very great ignorance
tC fay cicher the one or the other, without diftin-
guithing of wicked men! Seeing our duty Iyeth the
clean contrary way, towards one fogt of cthem and
towards another,

‘And there 3s-much difference alfo tobe mad;
of the marter in which onr joyning with them, Of:
going from chem doth confit, For there are
fome things which thoygh they areno fin, yet
are fo ke fin, that our doing them s moft like
to be afnare, and to hinder mens repentance;an
not to further it :* And in this we ‘muft not come
too'near them. But there are other things in
whichour going too far from them is }ike to hin-
der their repentance, , .

The idjudicions zeal of many young Chrifti=
ans , doth often carry them into this extrealle
Any fafhion of apparel which the common peo:
Ple ufe, they will avoid as far asmodefty Wil
permitthem:  And any lawfull recreation which
they nfe, they will fly the further from becanfe
they ufeit: And they think it a fcandal, to fhoot
orbowlor ufe any fuch game which bad men ufes
And any form or manner of fpeech ‘which is 1aW=
ful in it felf they think they moft avoid becau®
fuchufe it,  But efpecially any way of worfhip”
ping God,or any controvertible opinion in Reli-
gion, which isowned by bad men, they flye 3§
far from as theycan; By which meansall this €
vil is commitred. ; :

Firft, Their own faich and pra&ifeis corrupt-

ed: For manyan errour is taken up, by g0i08

%00 fir from other mens faults, Manya On&;eucrl;




o

| Religion orrupicd by oppefiiens. ” 333

| DEthPelzgian, by flying indifcreetly from Anti= |
. DOMiani{m. And many aone turncth Antino- .

| M by ayoiding Pélagianifm. Many 2 On¢
- turnech Papift 1o fhew his deteftation of multi= |
.~ tudes of fegs: And many a one tareth to the 1
- 8iddicft fedts, 1o ayoid the things which are held .
. and pradifeqd by the Papifis; and are {0 zealous |
| 10 avoiding thé Papifls ceremonies and formsand
- olidaystoo far , that atlaft they renounce their |
rdination and their Baptilm , and fome atlaft
- 9eny the Scriptures, the Creed, and the Chrift,
Which the Papifts own.  Many 2 orie turneth Se-
- Paratift and Anabaptift -and[Quaker, to gec far
. Shough from Bithops and Liturgies: And many
. 3one s ready to over-run his confider:tion, and .
- abafe his confcience in the extént of his compli- -
ance with all impofitions, throngh the indignation _
| O contempt 25ainft che unreafonable humaurs of |
the Se@taries.” And thus mens ox jadgement and
Practife is depraved, while they think more from
- whenge to go, than whither. : st
. Secondly, you lofe your advantage of doing
| Bood to thofe you flye from : And cherein difo-
bey the will of God, and have a hand inthe lofs
of the fonls of men: Pasl became a Jew to the
lews, and all things to all men to fave fome.
t 1 Cor, 9:19,20,21,22. I pray you mark his.
. Words: Tt had beenno firange thing, if he hid
. Decome wife to gain the foolifh, and thewed him-
{el€ftrong to win the weak,&c.  But to become a
. Jew ( as when he circumcifed Timorhy , and tha-
. Vedhishead becaufe he had avow, &c.) and to : \
|

b s

i e

. Ocas.under the Law to them that are unden
Law 5 and as without Law to them that e with-"

Out
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ff 6 When 10 come near to osherse

out Law 3 and to become a3 weak to them that
are neak , to gainthe weak , and to be made 4

shings 10 all men , tofave fome, this is far from the
religion of the Separatifts, ~ What abundance ©

thingsdo many now blame , and cenfure others’

for astemporizers, which they have nothing &
gainft (that may be called Resfon) but only that
their neighbours nfe them's If 2 man fandup 2t
the profeffion of the Belief;or if he ftand up when
the Pfalms and Hymss of Praife to God are,utte-
red, theyfay , he conformeth to the geftures
of the Congregation : and make that his difprail®
whichis hispraife,  And what & Is not fandirg
a fit gefture to profefs our Faithin and 2 fit 8¢
fture to praife God in ? Or isit praife-worthy ©
be 0dd and fingular in the Chirch? and not (0 g
asthe reft of the Churclidoth ? eAsfin profefled
, bis refolution , in all fuch geftores and Jawfil
orders to do asthe Church deth where he35°
And Panl wonld have ‘ns with one mouth 2 wel
as with one mind to glorifie God. 1 entreat theic
men to mark whether it was Chrift or the Phari-
fees that came neareft to their way , and whom

tizynow imitate p Was it for going too far from

finners that the Pharifees did cenfure Chrift? 0%
wasit not for eating and drinking wit
cans and finners (* though he did it not £o harce
themin their fin, but as 2 Phyfician converiic
with the fick to heal them ) was it not fof Sab-
bath-breaki ng and not being ftriét enou gb n ‘f"“

mat ers, tnat they were offended with Chrift 3

his difciples 7 The eafe is plain : Bat corripfe’

nature more fzvoureth the feparating zeal of &
Fhariftes, than the Loving winning 26310

h Pobl= |
parden

Chriffs
f And’
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| A felt not Singularity. 239
- And will eafilicr fuff-r us to be imitacors of the
Pharifees than of Cheitt, ;

- Thiraly, Thisgoing too far from thofe whom
- We fhould win, doth not only lofe our advan<
- tage 10 do them good ; hut greatly tehdeth to

arden them in all their prejudices againft a reli-
gtous I.fe ; and to hinder their converfion and to
undo their fouls, When they hear and fee us
Place any of our Religion, in avoiding a Iawful
| TéCreation, or a lawful nfe of words, or a lawa

ul fathion of apparel, or a lawfal gefture orcir-

Cumftance in Gods worfhip, they will judge of

Is one thing that hach hardened thoufands (efpe-
cially of the rich who are encl ined to excefles )
10 2 {cornful contempt of ftri@nafs in Religion
under the nathe of Paritans 2nd Bigots and Preci-
fians, and fuch like : They think they are but anf
“ignorant kamorous fort of people, who are al-
moft mad witha pride of their tmgularity in Re-
ligion ; And think that when you tell them of 2
| Converfion, you would have them become fuch
Whimfical fanaticks : And that the difference be~
tween their Religion and yours is but, whether
' {uch a form of prayer, or fucha gefture, or fuck"
2 fafhion of apparel, or fach mufick or other res
<reation, belawful, or unlawful; In which they

are confident that they are in the right? And
- What greater cruelty can you fhew to fouls, than
- thus to Harden them in their finand mifery ? Lit-
| tledo fuch perfons think, how many be in Hell,
 through thefe fcandals and fnares which they have
| fetbefore them? And yet they take on themj
that is becaufe they would not encourage men in
s -~ hny

- toereft of our Religion by that part : And this=

pe
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228 The @urt of n?edkfs- Singnlarity.

it

T, thar they thus flye from them. When they

do their worfl to make all the world believe that
fri& religioufnefs , is but the whimfiz of 2 gid- -
dyfort of people, who are almoft out of thei
wits withpride, - And what greater injury €t
men doto Chrift and co Religion than this? TO
make it the {corn and contempt of the world?
Lknow they will fay that Religion was ever [
ned by the wicked | and ever willbe ? But if itbe
[eorned for its genuine nature, its heavenly wik
dome, purity and goodrefs, this is the digrac®
only of them that fcornit: Or if they malicioné-
ly and caufelefly call wifedome, folly, or call 005
evil, this.will redound to the fpéakers fhame,
wheretrue Reafon hath but leave to work. ~Bit
if you will_therefore do as the Jews did, and
cloath Chrift in a fools Coat, and put 2 Reedif
his hand for a Scepter , to expofe him to the
laughter and fcornof the benolders, itis you thae
will be found his deridersand crucifiers! If % -
blind-fold him , and others fmite him, and {2fs
Read who fmote thee 3 his buffetting will prove
t0 be caufed by you : If you will paint afaint 1%

the gatb of amad man, the countries hatred and | =

abu&a of faines willbe imputed unto you, 3t
Fourthly, yea I may add,that you are thegrests -
canfe of the perfecntions of the godly, and of thé.
damnation of the perfecutors, ~While godly:
people appearin their own likenefs, in wildome.
and love and hamility and meeknefs and fobrictys”
the world doth nfuallybear fume reverence to(#s
though it hate them. But when you have made
men believe that thofe thac call thcmfelw;sﬁod.ly

;’MP’I;) are bata company of fupetﬁitidus"Pfa:;-
aceb : L fees
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E - The $047ily, 232
; A\htmjf necdlefs fingnlarity, 229
fees, that Cry , Touch noty taff not , bandle nor
+ Orafort of melancholly humorifts; who muft fir
- becaufe thejr neighbours ftand, or muft go out
of the way | becaufe: their neighbolirs ‘goin 1t;
This maketh them juftifie all their croelties, to
| you and others, and think perfecution to be their
duty : andto fay that, the whip s for the fools bact,
Aneé wanton children maft be made wife bythe vod 5
and thatit is no wrong to 2 mad man tolie in
: _Bedlam- s
If youfay, that Godlinefs Fatkbeen alwayes per~
¢cated, 1 anfwer, But if you are the canfers of i,
though it muR needs be that fcandal or offence
- €ome, yet wo to him bywhom it cometh, Aath.
18.7. Lak. 17.1,2. i
- The way of heavenly wifdome i pure, ‘but
. peaceable and gentle 3!(;§}’caﬁe to be entreated :
- The way thar Chrift and his Apoftes have led s,
18 todraw as near to finners as we can , by Love
- and 2l[ the offices of Lovey neither following
-~ them in any fin, nor flying from them in any thing
- thatis/anfal ; thatthey may be convinced that it
| 1500t bamonr and difdain and pride, but true zes,
- ceffiryand Godg command, which maketh us differ
- from them as we do. And that we may not be
| difabled by any contrary errours ofour own from
- evincing and oppugning theirs,

S3 DIRECT.

.
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330 L -)fwid both extr;arﬁ:. ‘

. DIRECT, XLVIL =

When ever you are avoiding any errour or fity
forget nos that there is a contraryextresm
10 be avoided s of which you are in dan-
?” aswell a5 of shas which you are oppo-

ing. ;

'THC minds of moft men are fo narrow-, that
F & they cannot look many wayeg at onces I
they be intent on one thing, they forget anothers
But it is 2 narrow bridge betwixt dangerous guifs
which Chriftian fairh and obedience ‘muft pals 0
ver: And he that looketh on the one fide, with
the greateft fear and czution, is undone, if h®
look not alic on the other, s
The common way of avoidipg any errour Of
vice, istorun into the contrary. And onthof®
terms fatan himfelf willbe Orthodox, anda re-
former, and an enemy to vice. I gave you fome
inftances evennow. ~ He is a rare perfon, thatis
fo wife and happy 5 asto flye from gvery erroif
and {in, withan impartia] awakencd fear of the
contrary, Andchence itis chatthe mof judici=
oue old experienced Chriftiang are nfually in con-
troverfies for a middle way; and in the croud of
contengious fes , they commonly are the 7¢<
concilers : Notonly becanfe they are more calm

‘and moderate, and peaceable than ocherss but

ng'eCially becaufe they have {zen the errour o0
oth extreams » when others fee only the crrf;l{f
Uitz

onone fide. Onlyin our inclination to our
o v, ol Xoa r." s . - e e . ml{l’

7
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Inftances of extreams. 331 :

|
> |
- amate endy thatis, in osr Love ro God, We never. :
need to fear over-doing. But 2ll the mean; |
may be perverred and turmed into fin by ex- |
treams. : : =
Many that-ebferve the pollution of the Church f
=by_ the great negle& of hcdy Difcipline, avoid J
- this errour by turning to 2 finful feparation: And ’
many that are offended ac feparation avoid it ; by ’
a grofs negle& of Chriftian’ difcipline, and. ta-
kipg it for a needlefs thing. S » |

Many who obferve hov heartlefly and hypo- f
critically prefcribed forms of prayer are ufed by
- %00 many, do avoidit by denying the lawfulne(s
- ofall forms : And many who fee the errour of
this opinion , do efcaps it by turning to meer |
formality, and deriding all prayer which is not
written in abook, or prefcribed by another,

If any who fee how thofe that were baptized in
Infancy, are admitted to adult Communton with-

out ever underftanding or ferioufly owning the
~ Covenant into whichthey were then entered; and
{eeing how the :Church is corrupted bereby ; “do
avoid this errour by denyirg the baptim of In-
fants. Andmany that fee the errour of the A. o

nabaptifts , do avoid it by countenancing che 2- "l e
ferefaid Church-corroption : and if Infantsbz bae = Q’%{r
baptizeds they never care whzther they be called R

~ ag years of difcretion, tothefolemn renewing !
and owning of their Covenant. ‘
And many that fce both thefe extreams do
plead for Confirmation, asthe middle way : But
they turn ic into 2 meer Ceremony, and defeat
the ends of it , and never bring the baptizedto 2
folemn repewall of their holy Vow. And many

$ 4 who k' : &
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“who'fee tre Papilts abufe of Confirmation , do
“wholly ‘caft it off, and'deny the healing sfe 4~
“forefaids: 1 DI 105 ez e A

& Maoy who fce the effects of Papal tyisnits
diflike al' Generdl <Minyftery s whicheaketh the

<careof many Chifrches. “And'many who fee the
‘inCofierence Of Independént Chiiiches, and the
calamity of fe&¢jido’ linchiné o Papal Lfar-
PRI, « 2 OLD M fig D jo P lobi
Many who fee the evils of Indepency 1n#e”
1peCk of Cowntil dind Concirdy. are mclined 10

Regimental depindency “and fulordination of ODE

“Church to anothet , as of Divitie appointivents
‘And many wiio''fec that thereds no proof (hit
‘Godever appdinted fucha Regfmencal dependenc),
do turnto Ihdepcndcncy in point of Conncil at
Concord:*o05 YEh=C ) )
"' 'Many who obferve the grofinefs of their erro’s
“who weuld have the people have the power of the
- Keys, and governithe Church by the major Vot
‘o deny the people the Iiberty of ‘choofing theif
Paltors; ard being guided in {pirituals as Volun-
teers. - And ‘many who fee this errour of &

: nying ‘the people Iiberty , de give them the

fore-faid power of the Keyes,and make them GO
wernours of themfelves by-Vaote, « 7~

~# Many who hear the Papifls talk fo muchof M€~
Tits' and of good works, ‘do deny our own' Faieh,
and Love, and Repentance, the place that G
‘hath affigned them'in order to ‘pardon and falv3=
tion, in fubordination to Chrift# And many who
hear the prefamptnous boatt of being Righte!’
by Chiifts impnted Righteonfnefs ; without any
Hulfilliog. of -the Corditions of the Coven'a.n;“f‘




 Extreams: Mindyourows fin, 233

- Graceontheir parts, do make 25 2 jeft of imputed
- Righteonfnefs (as it istaken in a found and war-
‘rantable fenfe) and do afcribe tdo much to the
works of man. ‘ *
~ Many who hear the Socinians make faith and
obedience to be all one, do deny that the faith by
‘which we are juftified, ‘is a gwving up the foul in
Covemnt to Chriftintirely in all hisoftice, even
asour Redeemer and Lord, and-fo-anengagement
to obedience by fubje&tion. And many that hear
men fay, that faith juftifiethus only as an inftru-
ment, apprebending Chrifts fatisfaétion and me-
ritorious righteoufnefs as their own, do confound
our faith and obedience; and forget that the
faith by which we are juftified, is [ o becomsing
».Ch_f iftians, o, Affent and Confent tg the (ovenant
which we mabe in Baptifme (nothing more or lefs 5 )
and not our living as Chriftians m a ter obedience,
which is the froit or effe@ of fajth, © = & ¢
And, evenin civil things , many who obferve
how Turkifh, Tartarian, Jsponian, China’s, and
other Heathenifh and Infidel “Tyranny , isithe
chief Refifter of the Gofp:ljrand Supprefier of
Chriftianity to the damnation of millions of fonls;
And how Papal tyranny, and Mafcovian ; and

“Spanifh cruelties;” are the ‘chief Maintainers of

-1gnerarcee and unreformednefs in theChurches,are
ready hereupon to think difhonourably of Mo-
- marchy it felf, and to murmure at the power of
Chriftian Princes, and to rufh-into feditions and
‘rebellions. And many thac fee the mifchiefs of
feditions, confpiraciesiand rebellions, are ready
‘to forgetthe grand and heynous-fin of Tyran~
0y, and the calamity of Souls, 2nd Churchcii.a‘xtd
' = ; v Wig=




“common way to Heaven, by which Chriftan.

234 Miud your owa fia,

Kingdoms thereby : ( As (umpanella {aich, The
abufe of the Poteftative Primality, is Tyranny, the 4=

nfe if the IntelleClive Primality 15 Herefiey and ske

abufe of the Vlitive Primality is Hyposrifie ©
Though indeed he fhould have mentioned both
extreams), i

In aword; woe be to the Reformer, WhO
feareth not ruoning inco the Extream, Jhich
is contrary to the, Errour and Sin which he woul
reform.

DIRECT. XLVIIL

Think more aud 1alk_more of your faults {ﬂd
failings againft others 5 efpecially a741"
Princes , <Magifirates, and Minifftrs s
than of their faults and failings against
g e

*¥He Realon of this Counfel is very obviou$

f and paft contradi&tiop. Another mans fin

as fuch isnot yours : No mans fin fhall damn you

but your own ; no nor bring any proper pe'ﬂ‘"Y

onyor, Ourfuffering by other mens fin, 13 i}i‘:
n

Apoftles went : But our own fin is that Whlicts

‘muft have the blood and fpirit of a Saviour for
‘cure,or it will undons. He cameto
‘works of the Devil, and tofave his peo

defiroy tn€
ple from

theirfins: AMath. 1,21, 1 Job. 3.8 But not
to keep us from being perfecnted by finners

. - ion
Muth, 5. 10,11, without efcaping perfecut .

SRS o




‘Daraction rebuked. a3s

we may be {aved, ( forevery one that will live
gedly in Chrift Jefus muf¥ fuffer perfecution,
2 Tim- 3.13,) Bat except we Repent of our own

~ finwe fhall perifh, Luk, 13.3,5. we muft mourn
for the fins of others (Exek. 9. 4.) but we pro-
perly Repent of none but our own. :

. Should we not moft feer that which we are moft
indanger of 2 And moft Lament that,whichwe are

- moft guilryof ? And mefk ralk- againft that which
moft concerneth us 2 And all this is not orlgr
mens fauits, no not Magiftrates or Miniffers

- { thongh much to be bewailed ) bat our own, =~

Eyery ope will confefs, thar the true {pirit of
- Chriftianity is agreeable to whac I fay. - And yer 1
how contrary ische pradife of no fmall number ‘
of the Religious ? In all companies how forward
are they to talk of the fins of Princes and Parlia-

- ments ? of Courtiers and Nobility, and Gentry 3
efpecially of Minifters ; And not only of the
{candalous taat are guilty indeed, but of the in-
mocent that are not of their way ; whofe faslts they
rather make thanfind  But how feldome do yon
hear them tell any how bad they are themfelves ?
(unlefs it be in'formality to feem humble per-
fons) yea, how'jmpatient are they with any other
that find faule with them ? It would be much more
acceptable to God and wife men, to hear you
talk of your own infirmities, thanof the Rulers
or Minitters,or Neighbours? The one is 2 work
of Repentance 3 -and the other of detradion and
backbiting: -~ The one is 2 work which you are
commanded by God (to judge your felves, and

- confefs your faults one toanother : ) But the o~ ,

ther is a work whichyon have feldomer a call %

e iy pavd o v from Q
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236 Detrattions rebuiked,

from God todo. One tendeth to'your pardon ;

the other to your guilt : Thereforé if you fail into
the cowpany'of backbiters, that ate difhonouring
their Rulers or their Paftors, or teHing how bad
their neighbours are 3 labour to purifie thefe
ftinking waters; on turn the fiream’s fay to heM
1O friends how bad are we our felves | what pride
15 in.our hearts | what ignorance in our minds?
fowanting are we even' in the loweft grace, Hu-
mility, thac we have fcarce enough to  make us

take patiently, fuch cenfures as now we are giving
_outuponothers? {o felfifb s difhonoureth out
‘profeffion with the bHrand of contratbednefs 5 and

Partialicy 5 fo weak that all our dusies are liable t0
greater cenfures than we can bear : And our 10~
ward graces weakerthan o outward duties. Of
fuch ungoverned thoughts,that confufion and eamnle
Anftead of order, and fraitful improvement, are the
dayly temper and employment of our imaginati-
ons = fo paffionate, impatient, and corrupe, ‘that
Weare a trouble to our felves and others, and 2
difhonour to the Gofpel, and a hinderance to the
converfion of thofe whom our holy” exemplary
lives fhould winto God : fo ftrange to Heaven,
as if we had never well helieved it: And to fay
allin one,fo empty of Love to our dear Redeemer
and the God of Love, that our Hearts lie vacant
to entertain-the love of worldly vanities 3 a0

draw back from the ferions thoughts of God
which fhould be our daily work and pleafure ; an

flie from the face of Death, asif we: fhould be
worft, when we are neareft toour Ged. An

when we are our felves no berter, fhould we 50t

rather complain of the fore that is fo near ‘:;5
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and marvel that our neighbours vilifie ‘not ns;

. and that the Church doth not judge us unworthy
- of its Communion ! Nature teacheth or cons
- fraineth all men, to be more fenfible of their

own difeafes, than of their neighbours; and to
. complain of them moft as loving themfelves beft :
- Isic then becaufe you love your neighbonts better

than your felves, that you fpeak more of their
fanlts and infirmities than of your own? If not,
take hzed left ic prove not to be the voice of lovel
and then I need not tell you how bad it fignifieth §
God is Love, and he that dwelleth in love dwel-
leth in God’ and God in hims TheDevil is the
Love-killer : And’ what way can yon imagine fo

powerful to kill love to any others, as to make.

men think them to be very bad  Doth any man
love evil that knoweth it to be evil ? certainly there-
fore thefe {peakings evil of others,  are love=killing
words ( though to his face to make him know.
himfelf, theymight be medi¢inal: ) And there-,
fore they are the fervice of -the love-killing
{piric. } ; '

—

"DIRECT. XLIX.

Take notice of all the good in others which ap=!

peareth, and rather talk of that behind their'

backs, than of their faults,

" F there were no Geod in others, they were not
to be/owed : For it is contrary to mans na-
ture, to will or love any thing, but [sb ratione bonis
. e : 2y (]
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;3 8 ~ Speak of the good whicb;; in o_:bcﬁ./_

3s {uppofed to begood: The good of narurt is
lovelyin all men asmen; even'mn the wicked and
ourenemies (And therefore let them that think
they can never fpeak bad enough of nature take
heedleft they run into exceafs : ) And the capacity
of the 200d of holinefs and happine[s, ispart of th?
£00d of nature, The good of gifts and of a com~”
mon PrPfcﬂ'xoﬁ, with the pofﬁbility or probabl'
Jity of incerity, 3s lovely in all ¢he vifible mem-
bers of the Church. And truly the-excellent

- 8ifts of Learning, judgment, utterance and me-

mory, with the virtues of meeknefs, humility, p2<

tience, contentednefs, and a loving difpofitioft

inclined to do good to all,are fo amiable in fome)
who yet are too ftrange to a heavenly life,that he
muft be worfe than 4 man who will not love
t'hcm.’ : ;
To vilifie all thefe gifts in others, favoureth of
4 Mal'gnant contempt of the gifts of the Spirit 0

 God.  Andfoitdoth, to talk all of their faults;

and fay Tittle or nothing of their gifts and virtues *
yea, fome have {ounloving and unlovely a kind
of Religioufnefs, that they backbite that man as 2
defender Of the prophanie, and a commender of the
#ngodly, whodoth but contradi& or repre’h«'ff’d
their backbitings : Andare ever gain-faying 2!
the commendations which they hear of any whom
£hey think if] of.

. Buat if you would when you talk of others .

( efpecially them who differ” from you in opini~
ons) be more in commendation of all the goods
which indeed is in them. 1. You would fheW
your felves much liker to God who is Love, 2

anliketr to Satan the accufer, 2, You 'Zloﬂw-
: : e
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| Thefruiss of jpeéi’iﬂg well of sthers. 1 3’

 Thew an honeft imparcial ingenaity 5 which how

| noarech virtue where cver itisfound. 3. You '’

. would fhew a2 humble fenfe of your own frailtys
. who dare not proudly contemn your brethrens
| 4. You would fhew more love to God himfelfs
- when yon love all of God whenfoever you dif=

cernicy and cannor abide to hear his gifts and

- Mercies undervalued. §. You would increafe

the arace of love to others, in your feives, by che
- daily exercife of it ; when backbiting and de-
- tra&ion will increafe the malignity from which
. they fpring. 6, You would increafe Love alfo
. In e bearers 3 which is the fulfilling of the Law ;
' When detra&ion wiil breed or increafe malice,
7. You will do much to the winning and conver-
fion of them whom you commend, if they be un-
converted. For when they are told that you fpeak
lovingly of them behind their backs, it will much:
reconcile them to yonr perfons,and confequently’
prepare them to hearken to the counfel whigh'
they need. But when they are told thatyou did

backbite them , it will fill them with hatred of

you, and violent prejudice againft your coune
fel and profeffions :
Yet miftake me got : Itisnore of my mean-
ing all thiswhile, that you fhould {peak any falfes
hood in commendation of others 3 nor Make peo-
ple believz, thar a carele(s carnal fort of perfonsy
are'as good as thofe thar are careful of their foulsy
or that their way is fufficient for falvation 3 Nor
to commend ungodly menin facha manner , as
tendeth to keep either them or their hearers frem
tepentance ; Nor to call evil, good, or put dark-
mefs for light , ngr honour the works of the d;;-
ol vils
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- they muft manage the duty of Reproof , who

e

240 Be forivarderiso ex hort tham vo reprove.

et

vil. Butto thew Love and impartiality to all5 -
and fo .be much morein fpeaking of all the good
whichisin them, thanof the evil: Efpecially if
they be your enemiet, or differ from you in opt-
wionsof Religion : Tir. 3. 1. Pur them in mink
t be [ubjelt to principalities and powers- o obey M4
giftrates, 1o be readyto every good work y v fpeak £
Vil of mowian 10 Leno brawlers bus gentles [bening
4l meecknefs to all men, For we our [eives wert
femetime folifh 5 &c, Grace 1s clean conrary 9
thus detr alting vice. ‘

DIRECT. L

Study the Duty of inftruiting and exbortir‘ig_",
more than Reproof and finding faults

- P
I Deny pot bat chat it is duty to tell a brathgr_of
his faslt, and toreprove and that with plato®
nefs too. Math. 18,15, Lev. 19. 17. And it
is bue few that do this rightly, of many that W‘".
backbite and cenfure. * But yet - have long obs
ferved, that many Chriftians are enquiring, Hﬁg
never enquire how to perform the, duty of Chri-
ftian exhortation or inftru&ing of the ignorants
When as this [ater is much more ufually 2 duty
than the former 5 - And you are bound to evhert 2
molritud: whom you are not bound to 7eprovés
And exhorrarion to good is a duty which the hea-

-rer is ufually lefs offended arj It doth not 10

much gall and exafperate his mind : It .ﬂlamh{t‘ ’




