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their corruption, they v^profeeute~the~pe7^ 
Cons with hatred, revising, (landers, contempt 
or perfection, and continue impenitent in their 
own corruption, they wil l be the far greater 
Scbifmaticics, and err a more pernicious errour, 

D I R E C T . L X . 

When the Love-killing ftirity eider cruel er 
Dividing u abroad among Chriftians, be 
not idle nor difcOuvaged fpc&ators, nor bi~ 
tray the Churches Peace by a few lazy wilh" 
es 5 but make it a great part of your lafati? 
and Religion \ to revive Lovt and fcach 
and to desiroy their contraries: And let M 
cenjures or contempt of any Seel or party 
take yon o f f : 'tut account it an honour to be 
4 Martyr for Love and Peace, as well & 

for the Faith, 

OF all parts of Religion , ( I know not how 
unhappily it comes to pafs) men think that 

Negatives arefufficient for the fervice of Peate ' 
h a man live not unftaceably-and do no man wrong, 
nor provoke any to wrath, this is -thought a f»f-
ficicnt friend to peace. And therefore it is nQ 
wonder that Love tnl 'Peace fo little profpsr. 
When Satan and his inftruments do ail that they 
can by fraud and force againfti t , and we think 
i t enough to ftand by and do no harm. I t is the 
0oace*makers that Chrift pronounceth bhjfed, for 

/ theirs 
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I " 7 * ' t k e o f heaven. Math. 5,9. Here 
^ ^ t is not W i t h Chrif t and the Church is a-

aa W h y A o a , d w e t h i n k t h a t f o m a d ! 

is i - ! § e n C e , i n h e a r i n n > r e a a i n g ? - p r a y i n g , ^ . 
L n e ^ e f f a r y to ihe promoting or other parts of 
no«nefs,and nothing neceflary to Love and Peace, 
oat to do no hurt, but be quiet patients! Is i t 
not wordy of our labour? And is not our labour 
* s *eedful here as any where ? Judge by the mul­
titude and quality of the adverfaries : and by 
" c i r power and fuccefs. Is i t a mark of hy-
pocrifie to g 0 no further in duties of Gdlinefsy 

than the fafety of our reputation will give us 
leave > And is it not fo in the duties of Lwt and 
Peace f I f the Kingdome of God be in Rightc-
oufnefs and Peace, then what wc would do to pro^ 
triote Gods Kingdome, we muft do for them-
fow. 14.. 17. And i f dividing Chrifts Kingdome 
is the way to deftroy i t ( and Satan himfelf is w i ­
fe* than to divide his own Kingdome, Mathm\2.) 
then what ever we would do to fave the Kingdom 
°f Chrift , all that we muft do topreferve and re­
store the peace of i t , and to heal its wounds. 

I know i f you fetyour felves in good earaeft 
to this vvoik)both parties who are guilty will fali 
upon you, with thair cenfures at leaft : One fide, 
wi l l fay of you that you 2re a favorer of the Scbif-
maticks, and Sectaries, becaufe you oppofe them 
not with their unhappy weapons, & love them not 
as little as they.f As they fay of Socrates and SOK,Q~ 
ntn the Hiftorians, that they were Novatians be-
canfe they fp-ake truth of them & called them ho-
fieft men:'And as they faid of Afartyn^nr} Sulptim 
$ei>trm7 that they were favourers of unlearned 

rant* 
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Sanaticks, and of the Prifcilian Gnofticks, be-
csufe they were not as hotagainf* them as Itba-
elm zn<Ud*ciusy butrefufed to beof their Coun­
cils or communicate with them , for inviting 
the Emperour to the way of blood and corporal 
violence.) 

And the other fide wi l l fay that you are a tem­
porizer, apd a man of too large principles, be-
caufe you feparate not as they do 5 And perhaps 
that yon are wife in your own eyes, becaufe you 
fall in with neither Sea of the extreams: B i t 
thefe are fmall things to be undergone for fo 
great a duty. And he that wil l nor be a peace­
maker upon harder terms than thefe, I fear will 
fcarce &e meet for the reward. I again repeat 
Jam. 5. 17. The mfdume from above is firfl pare 
And then Peaceable > gentle andeafte to he intreate&y 
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, with­
out hypocrifie : and the fruit of righttoufnefs is jov» 
in ft ace of them that make feace< 

Rom, 12. 18. If it be poJfible,as much as in yon / ; -
eth live peaceably nith all men. Heb. 12. 14. Folio* 
peace mxh AII men^ and holinefs. 

Ob;. But is it not as good fit ftill as labour to n» 
furpnfe. f f bat good have ever any peace-makers done 
Among differing Divines. 

fiAnfvc. A grievous charge upon DTvines and 
Chriftians: Are they the only Bedlams or drun­
ken men in the world ? I f Princes fall out , or i f 
neighbours fall out, arbitrators and peace-makers 
labour not alwayes in vain : But I anfwer ytWj 
I t is not in vain : Peace-breakers would have yst 
prevailed more and made the Church unhsppier 
than it is, i f fome Peace-makers had not hindered 

them 
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tncm. Tne minds of tboufands are fcafoned vvich 
the LoveofPcJcc , and kept from cruelties and 
Schifms, by the wholefome inftru&ions and ex­
amples of Peace- makers. And it is worth our la­
bour to honour fo holy and fweet a thing as Love 
and Peace •, and to bear oar teftirnony for i t in 
the world. AndG»ds promife of reward doth 
tell you that you labour not in vain. Is that in vain 
which Heaven is promifed to ? 

Qreft . Bnt what is it that you would have tu do 
for Love and Peace, and again}} the contraries ? 

Anfrt. F i r f t , Preach md mite, i f i t be youc 
calling. 

Secondly, Let the caufe of Love and Peace, be 
much in your fecret and open prayers to God. 

Thirdly, Inftruct. all that learn of you with 
principles of Love and Peace, and labour to plant 
them deep in their minds, and make them as 
fenfible of the evil of the contraries, as they are 
of any other Cm. UnlefsDivines and Parents do 
take the way to bring up the people, and chi l ­
dren under this kind of doctrine, that Love and 
peace may become their Religion, the Church is 
never like to be recovered. 

Fourthly, In all your conference,labour (lea-
fonablyand prudently ) to inculcate thefe mat­
ters on the hearers minds, and to bear your te-
ftimony againft cruelty and divifion. 

Fifthly, Putfuch books into peoples hands as 
plead beft the caufe of Love and Peace. Among 
others get men to read thefe : Brfhop Ufber s 
S«mon on Epb. 4. 3- « b e f ° r e ' f 
James, Bihop H*HU Peace-maker : Mr. jtr'-
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mUh Burroughs of Heart-divifions $ and Mr- Stil» 
lingfleet's Irenicon ; and all M r . Dtsries. 

Sixthly, Difgracenot your Doctrine by the 
badnefs of your own lives; but be%s much more 
Holy than them as you are more Peaceable, that 
th*y may fee that i t is not a carnal unholy Peace 
that you defire. But thefe fhings belong to the 
following Directions. 

Finally, Brethren, farertel, Be perfett$ be of good 
comfort: Be »f one mind : Live in Peace: -And the 
God of Love and Peate fhall be with you. 1 Cor. 13.̂  
I I . Phil. 4 . 9 . l Thef. 5. 23. And the God of 
Pease (hall brnlfe Satan under your feet Jhortly. Rom. 
16. 20. Now the God of Peace be mthyou all. d-
msn, Rom. 15.33. 

Martyrdome for Love and Peace is as honou­
rable and gainful, as Martyrdome for the 
Faith. 



P a r t . I I # 

D I R E C T I O N S 

T O T H E 

H O W T O 

E f t e e m and u f e Ckriftt FIocJ^ 

E V E N 

T h e w e a k ones a n d t h e q u a n - e l f o m e 
C h i l d r e n : A n d what mut t be done 

b y themfelves i n the f i r f t place, 
bo th to prevent and heal 

VIV1810 NS. 

THe Pra&ife of which, the Author doth 
humbly andearneftly beg of them, as with 

^ a r s upon his knees, for the fake of Chrifl, that 
P^rchafed the weakeft with his blood ; for the 
frkeofchofe that muft live in peace .with Chrift 
for ever ; for the fake of thofe who are in dan* 
gerof turning to Popery or contemning Godii-

through the fcandat of our Diyif iow, to 
Z their 

-
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their own damnation : for the fake of thefe poor 
diftraaed C h u r c h y for the fake of the King, 
that he may have-the comfort of Governing a 
quiet and UB t̂ed people : and for their own fakes, 
that they may give up their account with' joy, to 
the chief Shepherd and Bifhop of our fouls, and' 
not with terrcur j, for the confuming tnd fcattc^ 
ing of his flock. 

And (that he y £>oth begipand end with D i ­
vine Authority ) theAuthor-hufnbly beggeth ot 
them all , that England may but SEE tnd 
TEEU. that the P ASTORS do VNIll^ 
STAND, BELmrE , CONSIDER and 
BET that w i l l o£ God > which thefe following 
Texts of Scripture c*o exprefs. 

... I f . 4. ih wop eyes a vile perfon is contentf*^ 
but he honoured themy that fear the Lord, 

Math. 25. 4©> 4 f . Perily I fay tmto ym>*n

h {e 

< nmch at y* dti. k mty to one of tfxlet&tf J j f 
(my Brethren}ye^did it not to me, . r 

Math. l8> 4, * o. But nhofo fhall offend one of the ' 
little ones which believe inmh it were better t» 
him that * mil ft one ittre hanged abont hts n t e K ? 
mi that he mere dnrvned in the depth of 
Sea— Take heed that ye Defpife not one 6V0'> 
little ones : for I fay unto yi*, thatin^A 

their ^Angels do ah ayes behold the face of J ... 
tker vhich is in heaven. 11 For the Son o\ 
is come to fave that which rvatfafl. . , , t § 

a Cor. 4. 3* BmifourGofpel be hid, it * m 

them that are Ufi, „t£ 
$ Cor. $ *6» For necefty it M4 npm ^ 
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wa * unto me if I peach not the Go) pel. 

^.20.30,24,28,53. / have taught jOHfublickfy 
*ndfrom houfe to houfe ~_. But none of thefe things 
*mve me, neither count I my life dear unto my f e l f 9 

jo that I might finifh my courfe with joy , and the 
mintflry which I have received of the Lord Jefus — 
Ta^e heed therefore to your felves and to ail the 
ftic^ tver which the Holy Ghofi hath made you 
werfeers, to feed the Church of God , which he 
h«tk purchafed with his oven blood — I have coveted 

) n9 mans ftlver cr gold or apparel — 
* Pet. 5. 2, 3. Feed thefloct^of God which is among 

you, taking the over fight thereof, not by confiraim-% 

hut willingly \ nor for filthy lucre, bftt of a ready 
mind 5 neither as being Lords over Gods heritage* 
Ini being enfamples ts the flock* -And when 
the thief Shepherd /hall appear ye fhall receive a 
Crown of Glory, that fadeth not away. 

Lulc. 22. 24, 15. And there was a f rife among 
them, which of them Jhould be accounted the Grea-

' tefir : And he [aid unto them; The Kings of the 
Gentiles exercife Lordjhif over them, and they that 
exercife authority upon them are called Benefatlors j 
But ye fhall not be fo: but he that ts greateftamong 
you let him be as the younger; and he that ts chief, 
as he that doth ferve- lam amongyoHOshethat 
ferveth. AVSWP 

i Thef. 5. 12,13. Knew them which LABOUR. 
AMONQ you, and are over yon in the Lord 
andadmonifbyoHy and efteem them very highly 
in Love, for their WORK fake, «ni U 

j *mon 0 your/elves. 
* T im . 5. i t . Let the Elders th«t RnU he cm-> 

' 1 Z i ted 



ted worthy of double honour j Efpecially, they who 
labour in the WORD And DOCTRINE. 

Phil* 1.15, i 6,17, T 8. Some indeed preach flrift 
even of envy & ftrifeyand fome alfo of good will'The 
onr preach Chrift of contention, not ftncerely,ftt}' 
ptfing to add tjjtittion to my bonds: what then I 
Notwithft anding every veajy whether in pretence or 
in truth, Chrift-.is- pre•achedT and I ds therein re 
joyce, yeaand willrejoyce. 

Act. 28. 30, 3 i . And Paul dmelt two whole ye*rs 
in his own hired hottfe , and received all that came 
in unto him ; preaching the Kingdome of God, and 
teaching thofe things which concern the Lord Jtf1** 
Chrift, with all confidence* no man 

forbidding 
Rom. 14. I , 2, %, 4. Him.tbat is- weak in tht flit*3 

receive ye', but not to doubtful deputations' F011 

one believeth tbtt he may eat all things : Another 
who is wea^ .eateth herbs: Let .not- him that eat* 
4th defpife him that• eateth not; And let not him 
which eateth not judge him that eateth: For 
hath received him: who art thou that judgeft ano­
ther mans fervant ? To his own Mafttr he ft and" 
etb orfalleth : yea he [hall be helden up 1 For G»d 
is die 10 make him ft and.. One man efteemetb 
day above- amther : Another efteemetb every day 
alike. Let every man be fully perfmded in his ov* 
mind. ,'. • • • .*• Jtedi ». 

Rom. 15. I * 2, 3 , 4 * 5 , 6 , 7 . Wt then that.are 
fthong, ought to bear the infirmities of the 
s.n&mt to plea/e our felves: Let every one of ** 
1 e ife his neighbour far his good to edificatto*-
For m n Chr ft fleafed not hmfelf — , *" 
C UofTatience, and C«nfelation grant yt* t 0 ^ 
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Jy ^jf^ed 0 n e towards another , according to 
t njt jejtes \ That ye may with one mind and one 
*»°t*tbghrifie God— Wherefore RECEIVE y e 

one another % as Chrift alfo received ut to the Gh-
ry of God. 

Som.14. I ? , l $ , i p , 20. For the Kingdome of 
U o d u not meat and drink, bat Righteojfnefs 
f t PEACE and Joy in the HolyGhofl: For 
*f that in THESE* THINGS ferveth 
thrift, is Acceptable to God, and *AP* 
GROPED of MEN. Let w therefore fol-

after the things which make for PEACE, And 
things whercxith one may Edifie another For 
m**t defiroy not the work of God — Happy is he 
that condemneth not himfelf, in the thing which he 
alkweth ( that is achnowledgeth to be indifferent or 
.lawful,) n/lnd he that doubuth is damned if 
he eat, 

The reft, and fome of the fame again you ftiaH 
nave in the Conclution, and I ftiall not accufe my 
£ I f of vain repetition bat account my felf and 
£ngland happy i f twice or ten times warn ng you 
° f y o u r undoubted duty, in the plain vvtfds of 
God which you cannot without prcfeflfed I n f i ­
delity deny $ wi l l but perfwade you to heal oue 
grievous wounds, at fo cheap a ra-te, as the do­
ing ©f that good and MefTed work,which N O N E 
aiayfo EASILY do as Y O U , and none are 
aiore O B L I G E D to do , nor Hull fuffcr 
^ore everlaftingly for not doing ic, i f no Scrip­
ture, no reafons, no experience, no petition*, 
J 0 groans and tears of the diftreffed Church of 
t h r i f t can intreat you to i t . 

Z ^ Bat 



But alas, 
Horn. 3. 16 ,17, 18. Defiratlion and mifery art 

in their it ayes : The way ef PEACE they have 
not known : J here is no fear of God before their 
eyes. — 

Bcclef. 7. 7. SURELY OPPRESSION M*' 
KETH A WISE MAN MAD. 

Rev. 6. TO. QUAMDM DO MINE, SAN* 
CFE> VERAX. . 

Pfal. 120.6. DItl HABIT AVIT ANlMA 
I MEAS INTER OSORES PACIS. 

T h e 



T h e P r e f a c e . 

T H E Rtafon why I think, it needful^ to adjoya 
thefe few Direftims to the Ptftors, are : Firft, 

Becaufe 1 thinkjhat the reft will do but little good with-
them. Though the people are more inclined tofe-

^rations than the Paftors, yet are the Paftors the 
greater caxfes of moft of the Divifions in the Churchy 
-And therefore muft be the chief eft in the Cure : Be-
caufe the advantage of their parts and place? doth make 
them moft fiwficant in both : ( And their office ob-
ligeth them To be the moft s k i l f u l f W forward in the 

Secondly, Becaufe I fhouldbe chargeable with fuch 
partiality as befeemeth not a Mincer of Chnti ; , f 
ijboald fall upon the mifcrariages of the people only, 
andfaynothingtomy M"«d b r f r ' n > » b 9 4 r e M 

deeply concerned in & d m t # 

Tit I m»Q hire primjh ">f[ **. , , " 

icrnefs Jd refctl; And tbttldonot 

Jo , h f , in mbluj i nor *ny oftkt «J»°»« °»> » « 
f&UmnfUaions upon fuptrior' «r mftriort, 

IJbaU her, only M * M » * * * a FX, Churchts 

^ n tmb, JhoM m»k< f r«T*r f>ty the 
Z 4 
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thepeople, than angrily revile them : nAnd to think. 
Chrtfts words. Let him that is without fin caft the 

firjtftone. Alat, our preaching, our prayingy our 
conference, our living, tell all the world too lowd-
ly that^ we are weak » How few are there that be not 
either ignorant, or injudicious, er imprudent* or 
m\ani livelcfs, dry and barren, or of a ftam-
*nering tongue, in our Miniflerial work t tAnd in 
fo high a hufinefs, any one of thefe is a lothfome bit' 
mijh. Ifyte A r c pt t 6 ^ g n c l m r R e [ i g i m | c r Any 
neeeffary part thereof, how weakly and injudicwfly is 
itufuallydone? In a word, Our great divifions a~ 
mong our jelves, with our cenfares and ufage of one 
another, do tell all the world not only that we are 
Weak, but that too many of us account one another to 
be wodcthan weal , even intolerable, and un* 
worthy of ourfacred office. tAnd flail we by our 
•*ea\nefs and fatsltinejs become the peoples fcandal, and 
tempt them to undue feparations * and when we have 

he impatient with their weaknefs, while we over-
honour own? , 

Secondly, Letttsbefo impartial at to rememher, 
kewfarfome have fpoken to their fenfe, who have been 
of moft veneration in the Church. I inftancc but in 
two i Firfl, The wife and ancient Britain, Gi\du> 
who faith no lefs, than , Apparet ergo eum qui 
vos facerdotes fciens ex corde dic i t , non effe 
cximium ChJiftianum : Sane quod fentioprofe-
r a m ~ O inimici Dei & non facerdotes J O l'Ci-
tatores malorum, & non pontifices! tradito-
res, & nonfan&orum Apoftolorum fucceffores! 
impugnatores, & nonChnft i minif tr i ! — Sed 
juomodo vosaliquid folvetis, ut fit folutum Sc 
in coslis, a coelo ob fcelera adempti, BC immani-
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£ » f r 9f thefe words.be Vendible, account Jot % 
Jpta^ers offuch like now, to be utterly intolerable. 
v \ ^ ( " ° n d " S , \ U m i n > "W'ftorymof Sr i . 
Pldus Scverus, / have afterwards abbreviated. If a 
*m* B'ifhep mofi famous for myracles , pretend to 
-angelical Revelation for fo much as is there mentio-
n<*; let us be charitable and patient to theft'tender 
'onjctonableChriflians , who miftakinoU< £ 0 in fmb 
"K'wayes. 

/ am myfelffo fenfible of the evil and dancer of 
^mdingfeparatingprincifles md vayesy that it is 
***ch of my labour to cure them with all \ And there­
fore I have written what I have here done, though I am 
jure I fhall difpleafe the guilty: But overdoing and 
UWoing will prove but undoing. 

The Lord give more Wifdome , Holinefs and 
Love, fo Paftors and people ; and open our ears te 
haling counfels'ibefore we are incurable ! 

Amen. 

D i r e -
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D i r e c t i o n s t o P a f t o r s how t o 

d e a l w i f . h t h o f e w e a k 

C h r i f t i a n s w h o a r e i n c l i ­

n e d t o D i v i f i o r i s . 

WHcn the young and ungrounded fort of 
Chriftians, do by their errors, pride or 

paffionsdifturb the Churches peace Seordc* >tis 
the Papas ufually that are firft and moft affaulted 
by their abufes, and therefore are moil: impatient 
and ex Operated againft them : And i t were #et» 
i f we were fo innocent our felves, as that our 
confidences need not call us to enquire; v ^ * 
therail this be not partly the fruit of our own 
mifcariages. However feeing that both the e-
minency of our grace, ind the nature of oar °r 
fice, fhould make us more fenfibfe of the Chur­
ches dangers, and more folicitous of its fafety* 
than the private members are; I "think that ttr 
chief part of the Duty is incumbent upon us, wmcn 
muftbedonein order to the prevention oi tac» 
maladies, and to the cure. And therefore 1ItW** 
th i t the principal work of a Direaor or Coan-
fellor in this cafe, muft be with the Minitte™ ° 
Chrift themfelves ; The Churches peace ucm 
moft upon our hands: And i f we mifcarry* • 
mil notunderftandinftmaion, nor bear adm. 
nition, nor do our parts, how little hope Win -
left of our tranquility? The body rauftmeds'a 
gui fh , when thzPhyficiani? as b a d « ™ e * g £ f ; 
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D I R E C T . I . 

I'M it be eur firil care to know and do our 
own duty , for the ftrengthening and uni­
ting of the people : ^Atid when we (ee 
tbeiy weaknefs and divijions, let m firf? 
examine and judge our fel<vesy and lament 
*nd reform our own neglccls. 

THat the ftate of the flocks doth ufually f o l ­
low the ftate of the Paftovs, is known by the 

experience cf all the Chutthes, *in all ages and 
places of the world. Where there is a holy, faith­
ful, able, diligent, concordant Mini f t ry , there is 
ufually a reformed and agreeing people. And 
where there is an ignorant, lazy, formal, ungod­
ly and contentious M i n i f t : r y , there is eithera 
people divided , or elfe agreeing in ignorance, 
formality and ungodlmefs. At leaft i f fucn a M i -
niflry have been long among them. 

And we need no other proof of this, and of 
the chief caufe of the peoples diviuons andim-
ftakes, than the accufations and charges of the 
Minifters againft each other. On every We i t 
is the Pallors of the flocks that are accufed, by 
thofe oftheadverfe party, as the chief offenders-
One fide faith, I t is you that teach the people er-
'rours, and p i t fcftiples into their minds, and 
lead them into contempt of order and authority . 
And the other ff te faith, I t is you that ptoudl y 
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ufurp authority which Chrift never gave you, and 
lord i t over Gods heritage, and by your own in­
dentions lay fnarcs before the people to d'mdt 
them, and wil l not fuffer them to unite in their 
proper center*, and agree in the primitive f i f f l -
pi 'city. And that bring the Miniftery into ha­
tred an^ contempt bv your cruelty and vicious 
lives.] And whi/eft each fide is thus accufed by 
the other, they have all the greater ca&fe to Xuf-
pect themfelves: Became it feenieth to be a-
greed on all hands, that i t is the Paftors who are 
principally in the fault, though i t be not agreed 
tyhat the fault is, nor which party of the Paftors 
tnurt bear the blame. 

And indeed where are there a-ny fe&s or'fa­
ctions, but thefe are Ministers that head them, 
and that cmfed them at firft, and keep them up ? 
Is i t not the Bishops that have caufed the long ai-
y i f ion , between the Greek and Latin Chur­
ches? Was it not principally a contention f ° r 

their interefts , which of them fhould be the 
greateft (to l i t t le doth C^rifts owndecifion of 
that conrtroverfie among his Apoftles, fignifie 
"with thofe men, who are contending about a fuc-
ceflive infallible Judge.) Is it not their Coun­
cil* and their .contentious writings and praftifes* 
which have been the grand caufes of this woful 
fchifm ? And are n<?t the dividing fnares, which 
caufe moft of the reft of the fchifms of Chrifon-
dome, the mee,r afufpations, and impositions pf 
the Roman Prelates ? Ic was|h: Bifhops of eaclj 
party, with their Presbyters, who headed the 
divifion in the f:cond Council oUZphefx*, and in 
th i Council of AHmiwm) and mlriy others: And 
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e m L t h e " C r e f o o f Arrians, theNefto-
r k / S t h c . £utychians, &c. with the fdr i fmi of 
been £ V * U a n s ' ' D o n a t i ^ and moft others, have 

m a , l n U i n e ^ And among our felves, moft 
Ve\ t* y t t h e i r ****** ? vvho f i r f t made the 
i w , 3 n ^ ftj^ W ^open. I t is therefore but 
jcaionabje .tBac we all fufpecl: and fearch ous 
J ^ s 1 And perhaps the lot may find out that 

who is thought moft innocent, and Jonah 

" a h e maybe the Judas who islaft in asking,. 
T^f ter is i t I ? And it is ten to One but the lea­
r n s of every party wil l be found blame-worthy 
, n part, though not in equality. 

Befides all that fhaU be intimated in the f o l -
W t n g / - I > i r e ^ i o n s > t h e f e c a Q f e s o f t h e Pe°P i e « 

*e*k»efs and' Diviftns are fo openly manifeft in 
lQo many Paftors, that they cannot be concealed 
°rexcufed. 

k There is fo much Ignorance in many that 
they are not able judicioufly toedifie the flocks; 
ttor to teach found principles in a fuitable man­
ner and method to their hearers. Who can teach 
others that which they never learned them­
selves? 

Secondly, Too many are ftrangers to the peo-* 
pfe whom they teach , and know not the weak-
neflesofthe vulgar, and therefore neither juf l ly 
rcfolve their doubts,nor anfwer their objections, 
nor indeed fpeak that language which the people 
"nderftand. They have been bred from their 
childhood in the Univerfities among Schollarsy 
aixi have little converfeti with Plow-men and 
poor people and ignorant perfons> who have 
i 
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'*Junc ocncr conceptions ana expretiions tnan 
fchollars have. Their accurate (tiles and well-
couched words, and elegant phrafes, are moft of 
them like an unknown tongue, 'to the greateft 
number of their auditors-. And that which trey 
life as congruous to the matter, is fo incongruous 
to their hearers, that its l i t t l e to their benefit' 

Thirdly, And fome in avoiding this exream? 
do fall into the cototrary 5 and never go beyond 
t h i prefent understanding of the people, and 
teach tnem nothing but what they know already; 
And hereby they bring themfelves into contempt 
entifing the hearers to think that their Teachers 
are as ignorant as they, and know no more than 
they teach i And they tempt the people to be 
ptr&d up, and think themfelves worthy to be 
preacher?, becaufe they can do as much and as 
well as their teachers ufe to do. 

Fourthly, And how cold and unskilful are 
many in the application of that doctrine which 
they have tolerably opened > And fpeik the 
truths of the living God, without any affecting 
reverence or gravity. And talk as drowfily of 
the evil of fin,the need of grace, the love of God 
in Jefus Chrir t , yea of death and judgement. 
Heaven and Hell,as i f i t were their defign to rock 
the auditors afleep, or to make them believe that 
i t is but an hiftrionical fl&ion which they »^>a*S 
that nothing which they fay is to be believed. 
There is no need of any more forcible means to. 
entice men to (in, than to hear i t preacht again1 
fo coldly: Nor is there need of any more to 
teach men to f i t light by Chrif t and Grace an 
H-aven i t f e l f , than4o hear them fohearteuiy 

' commena 



„ Minifiers faults caufe dwifiom> tire. 319 

commended : We fpeaka few good words to the 
People in a reading tone, like a child that is fay-
^ghisleffon, as i f we believed notourfelves; 
and then we blame the people for their being co 
j^ore edified by us; and we look they fhould 
be much affected with that which never much af-
fe&ed the fpeakers. I f Chrift himfelf who 
preached with authority, and ufed to awaken 
them, with an [ Be that hath ears to hear^ let him 
W ] did yet convert no more than he did, what 
can we expe& upon our drowfie and dry dif-
courfes, but drowfinefs in the hearers, i f not 
Contempt. 

Fifthly, And alas the private work of the M i -
nifteryis done as poorly by too many who do 
pretty well in pubfick, as i f they knew not that 
i t is any considerable part of their employment; 
or as if indeed they believed not the immortality 
and precioufnefs of fouls! And i f the praifc of 
men cenflrained them not, to do the publick part 
fomewhat better, they would become contemp­
tible burthens of the Church. 

Sixthly, the great duty of Catechizing is fo 
muchnegleaed, that few of the people under­
hand the great fundamental truths 5 and few are 
inftru&ed in the true methed of the Chnftian do-
brines , who know fomewhat of thematter of 
them. And fuch defetfs and languor in the V i ­
tal parts,will one time or other appear in the ex­
ternals. , . , , 1 

Seventhly, Formality and imagery cboaketn or 
excludeththefenfe, life and power of the mofl 
nccefTary troths. They that teach youth the 
*tr<ls of the Catechifm, do oft content them-

felves 
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felvcs withtnat much, as i f they had made them 
underftanding Chnftians; and leave them as igno­
rant & fenftefs of the importance of thofe words, 
as they were before ever they learnt them. The 
forefaid unacquaintednefs with the people and 
their weakness, doth make many teachers lofe 
their labour i while they meafure the commori 
people by themfelves, and think that they can urt-
derftandfuch words as they themfelves can un-
derftand : When they l i t t le know how utterly 
ignorant abundance are of the matin i when they 
have learned to fpeak all the word's by rote. Ther-

n fore experience hath oft conftrained me to fay* 
that after all their ftudy and learning in the Uni-
verfities, fuch PaftorS as did never familiarly 
coiiverfe with the poor and vulgar of the flocks; 
and try the exercifc of perfonal inftruaion and 
exhortation upon them, are no more to be regar­
ded in many controverts about the Paftoral 
work and difcipline, than an unexperierice&Pby-
£cian , or ChyrUrgeon , ©r Soldier or Pilot i r i 
many cafes of their profeflions: Which maketh 
many learned fe/f-conceiced Doctors, become 
the plagues, while they think thcmfelves the pil­
lars of the Church. 

There are no parents or matters but find i t 
prefently in their children, how quickly they 
wi l l learn a Catechitm, and therein th« Creed, 
Lords Prayer and Decalogue, while they fcarcc 
underftand the fenfe and "matter of anyof vthe 
plainneft words which they have uttered: And 
We find i t is juft fo with too many of the aged" 
alfo. And therefore i f by other queftions and 
exp'ications, you put them out of their rode, an* 
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^*cH tkeffr not to fix their thoughts upon the 
as well as on the word1?, it will all prove 

c as the teaching of a Parrot , and not of a true 

, A n < ] what I have'faid of Catechifing, is true al~ 
w / . r a y e r & Confdiion and every other part of 
worship : In which the Hypocrites part is eafie; 
. V e " t h « out-fide form and lifelefs image; But i t 
" the inward Life, the fpirit and truth, which is 

n e Excellent, heavenly and difficult part. 
f Eighthly, And fome make a formality and a 
*n*re of the gift of extemporary expreflion; And 
bY a prepofterous oare to avoid all forms, they 
t^ch them not thefe Otechifm forms, with that 
^"gence ss the matter doth require : But leave 
V^ir minds void of thofe orderly well-fetled fe-
cond notions, which fiiould help the f i r f t t And 
thus while fome neglect the foul or fpirit of Chri-
Canity, and others negleicl tfie/<w« or body of 
Jt; betwixt them both i t is too much nCgle&ed 
b y almoft a l l . 

Ninthly, Too many are meer wordlings, and 
J^godly felf-feekers, and enter upon the M i n i -
"cry but as a trade to live by, and never had 
*hat humble hofy mind themfelves, which they 
e *pe& in the people; But as riches, and prefer­
ment and honour and eafe, are: the thisgs which 
they moft feek, fo they do proportion and choofc 
t^e means accordingly ; And when they have 
thus made themfelves contemptible, and aliena­
ted trp hearts of the people from them, they then 
C a J l them all that paffion can fuggeft, not for their 
fin againft Godj bat for eroding their carnal ends 
^ i n t e r e f i v 

A a Tenth-
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Tenthly, And under all this ignorance, negli­
gence and vice, pride maketh too many of them 
to be enemies to repentance,and to all that would 
bring them to i t : fo that they are not fo much 0&1 
fended with the people for their own 

faults, as 
for difliking theirs: fcarce a drunkard a f wearer 
in all theparifl i isfo impatient of hearing of their 
f ins, as many of thefe high minded impenitent 
Mmifters.Nay fo far are they from enduring to &f 
accounted of as they are,that they expect applaul^ 
and great veneration, when tney deferve n° 
pardon 9 And they think they are negle&ed or 
treated unreverently, i f theu> ignorance be not 
called wifdome, and their hypocrifie g ° n 0 / m 

the only piety, and their carnal difcourfe apd con­
vention , (for which God threatneth their dam­
nation* Rom.*. *>6-,7>8,*3. ) be notcloathea 
with fome fair and honourable names. ; An 
when they have thus fet the people foperniciou 
an example, they ftorm againft them for not J -
ing more obedient to them? than they therrfeiv 
Will be to God ; and for rejecting the pr e C C P 
and reproofs of that Scripture which they haver 
je&ed and defpifed before their faces. 

I humbly propound it therefore to my ™ 
thren, that i f they have a people who defpifr" ' 
Miniftery, and turn away from them, andip 
againftthem, and feek after other teachers J c 

they would firft impartially ask their confcieD 
- i ...r~ « /̂~«Hon t u ' 

preached* 
v X ^ t h Y t " a U this confuhon wil l not bejjj? J 
laid at our doors ? ] When we have n r t t ^ 
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t o V x n ^ t h | i n 8 s h o m e > w c a r e t h c fi«er^en 
W ™ ! S U i a t C W \ t h pur people; And when w« 
l i t v

 P f . d o u t t h e beamof fdf i fhnefs , carna-

din, y l- • b c t c e r f e e c o c a f t t h c m o t « of chil-
e « n peevHTincf5j;and difcontent oat of the peoples 

D I R E C T . I I . 

« w ^ / a j ^ ^ e edification tndeon-
c'r*> that their Pafiors much excel them m 
Knowledge and utterance, andalfoin pru± 

. Hence, holinefs and heavenltnefs of mind 
life : that fb both the reverence of 

%heir calling and per fens may be prefer-
v*d 3 and the people inputted by their 
examples. 

J Doubt not but the mmiftrations of a weak and 
A of an ungodly Mimfter , ire valid and, may. 

e effc&Hal to the flock 5 And that the innocent' 
Peopi e forfeit not their priviledges in acceptable 
p0rfiip and tffetlual Sacraments, though a wicked 
_*Jtor may forfeit his own acceptance and reward 
With God. But yet becanfe there are none of us/0 
*nocent, whofe corifciences may not juftly tell 

? 8 that we have deferved to be sffli&ed iri that' 
*md. and becaufe'God ufeth to work by means, 

^ a r v the fucce,fs according to the quality of 
t«t means and jnftruments, we may well con-

A a * dude 
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elude that the Gifts and Holinefs of the Pallors is 
a very excellent and needful help > to the peoples 
fetled Piety and Peace: And that where this help 
is wanting, that ordinary means is wanting, by 
which God ufeth to convey this blefling. 

I have met with many who are either infurfc* 
cient or ungodly themfelves, or are guilty °^ 
bringing fuch into the Churches, who ufe to make 
very light of this , and fay, God is not tied to 
mens goodnefs or abilities in distributing his gra­
ces : which is true, but nothing to the purpofe • 
He is not tied by any force or neceffny j nor is he 
fo tied as that he cannot do other wife : But yet 
this is his ordinary way of working : which hath 
made i t a maxime, that as to means, Infafedgra­
ces are obtained in the fame way, at acquired g»ifts' " 
And let the contrary minded anfwer me thefe 
queftions. 

Fi r f t , I f i t be only the Office of the fAi$RetP 
and not the Gifts and graces that are ordinar'1? 
needful to their fuccefs, why doth Religion de­
cay and perifh in all partsof the world,where tne 
Gifts and Graces of the Minifters decay ? WW 
are almoft all the Greek Churches, the Arm** 
nians, the Ruflians, the Abaflians* fo lament** 
bly ignorant ? and moQf of them as vicious^s ig* 
norant; info much that the notorious wick e * 
nefsof their lives, and contemptibleriefsof ther 
understandings, doth keep Chriftianity out « 
moft of the Heathen and Infidel Nations of 
world, that ate acquainted with them ?" and K * 
peth up the reputation of Mahometanifm ar^ 
Heathenifm. Is not the experience of all 
Chriftian world a fuflfcicBt proof? The o w ^ . 
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and other fuch corrupted Churches, have a truly 
ordained Miniftery as well as we, i f that were 
enough to ferve the turn. 

Secondly, What is more evident among our 
Selves than that Parifh.es do much vary in piety 
and concord as their Paftors vary in ability, pie­
ty, diligence and fidelity. 

Thirdly, Though Parents have all equal M> 
tiiority to inftru& and rule their children and fa­
milies , is any thing more notorious, than that 
Notorious ignorance and impiety prevailefh in 
tnoft families where the Rulers are ignorant 
and impious ? Yet they have as true a power from 
God to do their duty, as the Paftor hath to 
do his; yea and promifes from. God for the 
Juccefs. 

Fourthly What is the Office, but an ^Author 
rity and Obligation to do the Minifterial work? 
And w i l l mrk foc-ceed well that is not done ? Or 
Will i t be done by bare Authority and Obligation 
to do i t ? W i l l it ferve to the building of your: 
houfe, totheconduaofanArmy, to the deal­
ing of your fores or ficknetfes, that you have an 
Atchiteft, a Captain, a Chyrurgeon, and Pnyfi-
cian, whofe office is to do thefe works ? 

Fifthly, What need men ftudy orbeftow lo 
many years at the Univerfity, ii Ordination and 
Office be enough ? 

Sixthly, Interpreting the Original Text isone 
part of the Minifterial work: I f t h f b a r c 

Without theTongues, did never ™ke any of you 
a good Tranflator and E x p o f i ^ , w h ? 
the bare office ferve turn for other parts of the 
Work, without proportionable abilities ? 

http://Parifh.es
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Seventhly, Why do you lay fo much blame on 
the Mimfters who diffent from you, or that are 
the teachers of the diffenting people* as i f all the 
diviiioRswere caufed by them, i f the difference 
pf teachers make no difference in the work and 
flocks. 

1 Eighthly, Why is i t that in mo ft ages of the 
trie world, the Paftors of one mind have defired 
thefilencing or depofing of thofe that were a-
gainft them, as being injurious to the flocks, i f 
all Minifters be alike to them, what need there 
fo much filencing, imprifoning and banilhing a$ 
the wo-ld hath feen, i f the Office alone do make 
fufricient Paftors > 
2 N i n t h l y , Why alfo is there fo much difference 
between the Paftors reputations and their la­
bours when they are dead > Why is the name and 
works of an Amuftine, a Hicrome, a Bafil, a 
&a»z,eH, more honourable than of any other Pa-
ftor , who had as true ordination and office as 
they? , 

Tenthly, Whyihould the Kingdome be at fa 
much coft upon the Miniftery ? And why ftiould 
one have more maintainance than another ? I f th.c 

Office alone be all thatsneceflary, one AbnW 
inay ferve for ordination in all the Empire of A-
&*$4,and a few Priefts may be had for ten pounds 
a year, who have the fame ordination as the 5" 
bleft men. But having fufficientfy framed this 
erf our I difmifs i t . 

I f the reverence due to the Office be once loft, 
the labours of all the Miniftery will be obftruct-
ed : And i f only the Perfm lofe the reverence ©t 
his place, his awn labours wi l l be hindered? T.̂ e 

. •- * con-
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Contempt of the Office , and fo the whole M i m -
l tery tendeth to Infidelity or Atheifm : And the 
contempt of particular Minifters , tendeth to 
**bifm, and to the ignorance and corruption of 
t&eir flocks. And though the contempt of the 
f'rfon is bad enough of i t felf, yet i f it fall on w*-

and there remain not a confiderable num­
ber who prcfera their jneceffary reputation,, ic 
•tttrneth to the contempt of the Office it felr,and 
^onfequently of the Gofpel. 

And i t muft be apparent worth, that muft pre­
serve the perfons honour. The filver lace -did 
m ake the Apprentices in Apeldes fhop to reve­
rence a foolifh gallant a while; but when he be­
gan to talk, they all f e l l on laughing at him. Our 
grave attire wi l l go but a little way , to keep up 
*>ur reputation, without fome better teftimony of 
our worth. An empty head , a (tumbling and 
nefitant tongue , dry and dull and difordcrly 
Preaching; and fenuefs, coldercoofufedpray­
ing , a vain and frothy kind of talk j a common 
and carnal converfati©n i a 1 1 t h e f e o c ™J o n c 0 6 

thefe, wil l more abate the reverence of our per­
son*, than the title of Doftors, or « e length of 
our clothing, or the enlarging of the phUaaenes, 
wil l advance i t . Math. 23- 5- M a r

r

k ' ' ) 4 £ * 
L»k. 10.47. ^ ^ their double meafure or the 
fpir i r , of wifdome, and Goodnefs, which mult 
procure a double meafure of honour to the Min i -

ftCAnd i f we excel them never fo mud 
i t wi l l not fufficeunlefs we excel themL in 

o u t p r o S MTnifterial gifts * f £ 
t a J n a ^ p r a y e r , which are^the w o r b o f « . 
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Office, i t w i l l neither preferve the honour of our 
• Office, nor attain its ends. When many of the 

people can open the cafe of their fouls in prayer, 
m more orderly; clear and congruous expretfi-
ons than the Paftor can, i t tendeth to bring down 
the honour of the Paftor, in the peoples efteem. 
Some think to repair this, by cafting out all pray­
er except that which is read out of a book, or 
recited by memory alone ; that fo there may be 
noobfervablc difference of mens abilities: But 
this is fo far from curing the peoples difeafe, that 
i t lHcreafetrj i t ? And they ftill fay, all this is no 
more than we can do our felves,or then a child of 
ten years old can do. And i f you extend the cafe to 
alt othsr parts of the Miniftcry, where the reafon 
is the fame,they wi l l fay [what reverence is due to 
fuch? or why mould we maintain and honour men, 
for doing no more than our children can do ? } 

And the Popifhdevifc, to make a difpanty, 
by keeping the people in ignorance, is the bafeft 
and moft pernicious plot of all . When the Pa­
yors inftead of excelling the people, would keep 
down the people from increasing in their know­
ledge and expredion, this is fo notorious a diko-
very of envy, pride and malignity conjunct, that 
the people prefently flye from fuch Paftors, as 
fuppofing them to be minifters of the Devil, be-
caufe they fee them bear his image. What do 
we teach them for, i f we would not have them 
learn and p ro f i t} \yhat greater honour can a 
Teacher have, than to make his Schollars as wife 
*pd able as himfelf? Every one who is a child 
^ f Light, and beiievetli in him who is the Ligh* 
f f the world, wi l l fufpeol: that man to be a Mm*-

file:///yhat
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fter of the Prince of darknefs, who is 1 malicious* 
adverftry of Light . This is that brand of the£o-
™*» iniquity, the hindering men from the read-
i n g of the Scriptures, and magnifying ignorance, 
which maketh men fo commonly think them to 
he the Ecclefia malignantiam and the Antichri-
ftian brood. Thus Cardinal ml fey declaimed a- c 
gainft the Ar t of Printing, as that which would 
take down the honour and profit of the Prieft-
hood, by making the people as wife as they. I t . 
is not by keeping them dmn9 or envying their a» 
lilitiesy that we muft keep our' diftance from the 
people j but by rifing higher our felves, and ex-
Celling them in all minifterial gifts. Elfe why 
fliould we be thought any fitter to be their 
Teachers and Guides, than they to be ours ? 

Yea though we excel them in all thefe abilf* 
ties, i t wi l l not ferve turn to the ends of our M i -
niftery, unlefs we alfo excel them in holinefs -
and every Chrsftian vertue. The Devil lenowth 
more than Minifters : Anp i f he have a tongue to 
fpeak he wanteth not utterance. He is the moft 
excellent and honourable, who is l ikeft to God, 
and hath moft of his imige. And God hatb more 
propofed himfelf to mans imitation in Goodnefsy 

than in Greatnefs: He hath not faid, Be Great, 
for the Lord yonr God is Qre*t f but L »*lk '» 
the Light, as he is in the Light, 1 Job. I . 7. and 
Be holy for the Lord your God is holy. \Vctt\.\6-
Lev. 10.7. & 19. 2. & 11. 8. To be Great 
and Bad is to be able to do mifchief: To be 
learned ingenious and Bad , is to be mfe to do 

andacrrfftjand/'afc/Mnftrument of the de­
v i l , ler.4.22. I t was no laudable description 



©f Elymu, Ab~t. i j . 8, 10. [ O full of fubtlety and 
all mifchiefs, thou child of ths devil and enemy of all 
righteoufnefs, wilt thou not ceafe to pervert the rigk 
35ayes of the Lord } Satin would never transform 
feimfelf into an Angel of Light, nor bis minifters 
into the Minifters of Righttoufnefs ; nor would 
Pharifces and hypocrites cover oppreflion by 
Ungprayers, i f Light, Right eonfnefs, and long pray­
ers , were not laudable in themfelves, and ne-
ceffary in the preachers of the word of God, and 
bad not agoodnefs in them capable of being a 
cloak to their iniquity. zCor. n . 14, 15. ^ a t : 

14. God is Light. 1 Job. 1 . And God i* 
Holy: I f therefore Satan or any hypocrite would 
credit their falfliood and wickednefs, they mu^ 
pretend to Light and Holinefs i And he that will 
keep up the true honour of his Miniftery , and 
be accepted with God, and reverenced by good 
men; rmf t do it by real Light and Holinefs' 
An ungodly Minifter hath a radicated enmity 
to the holy doctrine which he preacheth 9 and 
to the holy duties and l i fe which he exhorteth the 
people to : And how well, how fmcerely , how 
readily, how faithfully, they are like to do the 
work which they are enemies to, you may eafity 
judge. The carnal mind is enmity to God : for it 
notfubjeSl to his law, nor indeed can be. Rom. 8, 
6, 7, 8. I lent v that they are not enemies to the 
honour nor to the mtintenance .- and therefore may 
force themfelves to do much of the outride of the 
work .- But where there is an inward enrrucy to 
the life and ends of i t , we can expect bur a tor-
m i l , unwilling, andunconftantdifchargeofmcn 
unplealing duty. Truth is for Gwdnefs 


