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their corruption, they will profecute the pers
fons with hatred, reviiing, {landers; contempt
©or perfecution,; and continue impenitent in their
©ONn corruption, they will be ‘the far greater
Schifmaticks, and exr 2 more pernicious errours

¢

; BIFRECT: 1X. -

When the Love-killing [pivit, éither cruel or
. Drviding 6 abread among Chriftians, be
. motidle nor difcduraged fpecators, nor be-
4y $ray the Churches Peace by afew lazy wifb
€55 but make it agreat part, of your Lakowr

- and Religian | ‘torevive Lovs and pedcts
N wnd to destroy thelr contravies : And let ns
“Ccenfures or comtemps’ of dny St or party
. Yake o off "Byt account it an hanour 10 b¢
o 8 WMariyr for Love and Peace, a5 well 4
il fd’i',fbe .I:“:t@;: ' i . 1 _‘ 3l

1t

: ‘ F.all parts of Religion,  ( I.knownot how
unhappily it comes to pafs.) men think that
Negatives are fufficient for ; che fervice, of Peart :
da mandive not wnpeaceablyand dono man wrcngs
nor.provoke any to wrath, this is thonght a fafr
ficjent friend to peace, ~And, thercfore itis-ne
wonder that Loge and Peace {o: Lirtle: profper.
When, Satan and his inftruments do all that d}cz
candy frand and force again it , - and wc.thm
icenough toftand by.and do noharm. . It is the

Peacesmikers that Chrilt pronounceth bleffed, for
. g v theirs
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tb:t’;;: l‘:" kiﬂgdéme of beaven, Matn, 5.9. Here
g not with Chrift and the C_hu:ch s a-

8 1t Why fhould we think that fo much
3tua] diligence,in hearingreading, praying, é-c
15 neceflary to 1h b o AR

; ¥ to the premoring of other partsof

ounefs,and nothing neceflary to Love and Peace,

nlt todo n hurt, . but be quiet patients! Is it
-a:t worthy of our labour? And is not our labour
tit.”éﬂ'dful here asany where? Judge by the mui-

Rde and quality of the adverfaries : and by
their power and fugcefs. - Is it a mark of hy~
pPocrifiz to go no furtherin duties of Gedlinefs,
 than the fifety of our repntation will give ns

leave ? Andis'it not fo in the duties of Leve and
Peice 2 Tf the Kingdome of God be in Righte-
oufnefs and Peace, then what we would do to pro-
Mote Gods Kingdome , we muft do for. themi
Rom. 14. 17. Andif dividing Chrifts Kingdome
1s the way to deftroy it ( and Satan himfelf is wi-
ferthan to divide bis own Kingdome, Mazh,13.)
then what ever we would do to fave the Kingdom
of Chrift, al] thar we muft do to preferve and re-

ore the peace of it, and to heal its wounds,

I know if you fet your felves in good earmeft
to this work,both partics whoare guilty will fali
upon you, with thair cenfures at Jeaft : One fide
wall fay cf you chat yon are a favorer of the Schif-
maticks, and Se@aries, becaufe you oppofe them
not with their uphzppy weapons, & love them pot
as litele as they,(As they fay of Secrates and Sozow
men the Hiftorians, that they were Novatians be-
cavfe they fpake truch of them & cailed them ho=
Deft men: And as they faid of Aartyn,and Sulpirin
Severm, that they were favourers of pnlearned

Finas -
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Fanaticks, and of che Prifcitian Gnofticks y ‘bes
caufe they were not as hot againl¥’ them a5 Jrha=
‘cims and Idacius, but refufed to ba of their Coun-
«<els or comminnieate with them, for invitng
the’Emperour to ths way of blood and corporal
wiolence. ) ,
* And the other fide will fay chat you are a tem-
porizer, and a manof too large principles , be-
caufe you feparate not as they do 3 And perhaps
that you are wile in your own eyes, becanfe you
fall in with neither Se& of the exrreams: But
thefe are fmall things to be undergone for fo
greataduty. Andhe chat will not be a peace-
miaker npon harder terms than thefe , I fear will
fearce be meet for the reward. I again repeat
Fam. 3. 17, The wifdime from above 5 firft pare
and thes Peaceable o gentle and eafie 'to be intrearedy
Tullof mercy and good fruiss, withom partiality, with=
ont bypucrifie : and the fruit of righteosfne[s is [0
inpeace of thems that make peace, - :
““Rom, 12. 18, If'it be poffible,as much as in you Iy~
eth live peaceably with all men. Heb. 1 2. 14. Follow
peace wirh all men, and holinefs., :
Obj. Butis if not 4 good fit fHill as [abour to né
purpofe. What good have cver any peacc-makers done
amonyg differing Divines. "
“‘eAnfw. A grievous charge ‘upon Divines and
Chriftians : Are they the only Bedlams or drun-
ken-men in the'world ? If Princes fall ouc, of lf
neighbonrs fall out, arbitrators and peace-makers
Iabout notalwayes in vain : Buat [ anfwer yo1,
Itisnotinvain: Peacz-breakers would have yet
prevailed more and made the Church unhappict

than it is, if fome Peace=makers had not h"’df,’re,;i-
- g ? tL C
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__ What 1o do for the Charches Peace. 7- 3;03

them. The minds of thonfands are {afoned yyi

: : hed wie
ts}’ci‘%;\;e obf Pch}fc : and kept from cruelties anﬁ
B B b W olefome inftruétions and ex-
#mples o Peace-makers, And it isworthourJa-
our to honour {o holy and {weet.a thing as Love
and Peace; and to bear our teltimony for it in
thcl: world. And Geds promife of reward doth
‘te Lyou that you labour not in vain.. Isthat in vain

Which Heaven is promifedto?

Quelt. Bar what s it that you would have 15 do
for Love and Peace, and againft thecontraries?

Anfw. Fislt, Preachand write, if it be yout
calling. : o e X

Secondlyy Let che canfe of Love and Peace, be
much in your fecret and open prayers to God.

Thirdly, Inftruct all thac learn of you ‘with
Principles of Love and Peace, and labour to plant
them deep in their minds, and make them as
fen(ible of the evil of the contraries, asthey are
of any other fin.  UnlefsDivines and Parents do
take the way to bring up the people, and chil~

" dren under this kind of doctrine, that Love and
peace may become their Religion, the Churchis
never like to be recovered. ,

Fourthly, In all your conference, labour (fea-
fonably and prudently ) to inculcate thefe mat-
ters o th> hearers minds s and. to bear your te=
ftimony againft craelty and divifion. -
- Fifchly, Putfuchbooksinto peoples kands as
plead beit the caufe of Loveand Peace. Among
others ger men to read thefe : Bifhop #fber’s
Setmon on Eph. 4. 3. at wanfied before Xing
Fumes, Bithop Hall's Peace-makers Mr. Jere-

: miak
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304 " Whatiods for Peace,

‘miab Burronghs of Heart-divifions 3 and Mr. Stil=
dingfleer’s Irenicon 5 and all Mr. Daries.

- Sixthly, Difgrace not your Dolrine by the
badnefs of your owsi lives ; but be#as much more
“Holy than them- as you are miore Peaceable, that
‘they may (ee thati¢ is not a carnal anholy Perct
that you defife. But thefe #hings belong to the
following Dire&ions, :

_ Finally, Brehren, farewel, Be perfelts beif good
comfort : Beof one mind : Live in Peace : And tbt
Gud of Love and Pease fball be with you. 1Cor-13.
1. Phil. 4. 9. vThel. 5. 23. And the God of
"Peace [ball bruife Satan under your feet [borely. Rom.
‘86.20. Now the Godof Peace be with you all. -
men, Rom. 15,33, 33 g
~Martyrdome for Love and Peace is as honou-
rable and gainful ; as Martyrdome for the ¢
Faith,

BE A




Part II

HOW TO

, o BB iy :
| Thc weak ones and the quarrelfomc
-+ .Children: And what mutt be’ donq >

" < by themfelves in the firft:place, . .

- " both to prevent and heal .+
Diy1slo N S.

He Pra&;fe of wh:ch the Autbor ddth
humbly and earneftly bea of them, as with

‘ Qars upon his knees, for the fake of Chrift, that
- Purchafed the Wcakcﬁ with his-btood 3 oo e
- ftkeof chofe that muft live in peace with Chrift
. for ever ; for thc {ake of thofe'who ars in"dan-
8€r of turning to Popery _or contemiing:Godli-
5 throufh the fcandal of our va:ﬁonsg to

Z theig
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their own damnation ; for the fake of thefe peor
diftracted Chuchigs ; for the fake of the King,
that he may have the co cof Governing 3
quiet and upjted people : and for their own fakes,
that they may give up their account witlijoy, 10
ehe chief Shepherd and Bifhop of our fouls, 20d
0twith tegrotir 5 for the confaming dad feattes
iﬁsﬂf‘gi(sgdc:’; B e gy
And (that b th begin.4nd end with Di=,
vine Authority )ﬁgﬁhoﬁuhbly beggeth of
them atl , <hat England .may but SEE and
FEE Ly thay thef P A4S T°0 K8 do YNDER-
STAND', ‘BELIEVE , CONSIDER and -
BET that will of God', which thefe following
Texts of Scripture doexprefs- ; :

Pal. 15 4 lh‘#boﬁfe'je: avile p‘\erﬁi\z' 5 conteneds
M&u; he honoureth them, rhat fear the Lord, 3
athe 25. 40, 45. Perily 1 fay mmto you 5 ¥ % |8
omehimpdidy ad o one ofcobe lreitof S |5

. (my BrechrenY ye did it noe to me. |
Math. 18. 6, 0. Bar whafo [balt ofend one of thefe
littlecones wibich belicve in mty- it were bester 177
hims that & milffene. were banged: abont ks neek s
and that he ware’ drowned “in he deph of the.
Sea— Take beed that ye Defpife not one of thef?
itsle oness for I [ay w0 yool, thas'in HOW
their e Angels do almayes behold. the face of W) 147
 2her hich 1¢in beaven. X1 For the Som % L
s come to fave that which was Foff. : ,xf”;
3 Cot. 4 3 Barif asr Gofpel, bechidy 6% Fi
- thems that are If,

$Cor. 9. ¥6s For neceffisy 46 laid np"ﬂ’%’;‘;
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- Crown of Glory, that fader
Luk. 22, f;4,m2§ And there was 4 Rrife among

b

ealR . e

0 % unto me if I preach not the Gofpel.

+20.20,24,28,33. I bave tanght ?an publickly
“nd froms boufe to houfz — But noné of thefe things
move me, reither cosnt Imy life deay unto my [elf,
Jo thas 1 might finifb my comrfewithjoy , and the

winiffry which I have received of the Lord Jefus —

Take beed therefore to your [elves and to all the
flack cver which the Holy Ghoft hath made yon
Werfeers o to feed the Church of God 5 which he
hath purchafed with bis own blood = I have covesed
0 mans filver or gold or apparel — = :
Pet. 5.3,3. Feed the flock of God which ts among
o, taking the cverfight thereof 5 notbyconfiraint,
bus willingly 3 - nor for filthy lucre, bt of 4 ready
mind 5 neither as being Lords over Gods beritage,
but being  enfamples ¢y the flocks = And woen
the chief Shepherd fhall ap[mr ye [hall reeeive 4

not away.

shem, which of them [honld be accounted the Grea-
teft: And b [aid anto thems ; The Kings of the
Gentiles exercife Lordfbip over themsy and they 'b“;
exercife authority upon thems are call‘:d" Bencfaltors g
Bt ye [ball nat_be’;%:' but be that 1 greatyft among.
<yom let bins be as the younger 5 and be thas s chief,
as be that deth ferve— 1 am among you as bevhar
erverh, g ) S
{h§f. s. 12,13. Know them which LABOLK
AMONG yon, and are over yos in the Lord,
and admonifl you 5 and efiecem shem wery ighly
in Love, for their WORK [ake, and be ar pease
among your [elves. S ~
Tim.gsy'. 11{ Letthe Elém‘thn Rule weh be :op;;:-_‘
- . 3 B



T

308 —_———

ted worthy of double honor 5. Efpecially, they who
" dabour inthe WORD and DOCTRINE, -
Phil.x. 85,16, 17, 18. Some indecd preach [’bﬂ'ﬁ
- even of envy €& Rrifesand fome alfo of good wild:T he
+41 enr preach Chrift of contention, . not fncerely, [
. pifing to add offliétion to my bonds : Whar then!

Notwsthftanding every ways. whether in pretencecr . §

wu.in sruthy Chrift is preachedy .and 1 dstherein 1é=
joyces yeaand.will vejoyces .o s
A&, 28. 30, 31, And Paul dwels twonhole yers
in bis own bired boafe , . and received all thar came
s -dn unto him 5 preaching the Kingdome of Gody and
seaching thofe things which concern vhe Lord Je[#
Chrift, with all confidense 5 ns man fozﬁidlﬂ"g
R T S Yy SR B R S
Rom, 14. 1,2,3, 4. Himihatd meak in the f‘mb.
s receiveyes bue mat to doubrful difpuiations 3 K o°
one believerh thas be may eat all ,tbin!z; : Anstier
- whods weak, eateth herbs.: Let not. himthat:e4%
- th defpife him thar eateth pot 3 And les wos\bim
\ whick-eateth not judge bim. that eateth: For GO
- bath received bim: Who ays thow thas judgeff wno-
« . ther mans fexvam ? To his opn Mofter be fiand-
ovethonfalleth 3, yea be [ball be beldennp s, F o God
45 able 20 make him (Fand,.. One_man eftcemeth
.y abeze- angeher: Anosher: efeemeth every 4%
alike, Let cveryman be fubly per[waded inbs "
ANIAdE . daite vl ven ep LT N dedl ¢
,m--.li-« 52y 354555 6@."\7':’ we then ha. ATe
3 fkongy onghe o Lear the infirmities of the ﬂ"“k’z
wuwsend ngk vy pleafe gur felvesy Lev every ont 0
g eafe hes meighlonr for ki good v edificarn
< ~Eoriewgn Clrift pleafed not himfelf —; Now'?

5oi Cod of Patiense , and Confolasion grans % t;iz




Yike minded one tomards another 5 according to
Chrift 7 of#s = That ye may with one mind and one
“outh glorifie God —— Wherefore RECEIVE ye
e anosher . a3 Chrifp alforeceived matothe Glo-
R ryof God. L
Om. 14. 19,18, 19, 20. For-the Kingdome of
God s not mear and drink, bm Righteorfnefs

and PEA(E and Foy in the Holy Ghoft : " For -

be the in THESE* THINGS frrveth
Chrift, is Acceptable to God, und ~ e dPw
PROVED of MEN. Let s therefore fol=
dow aftey the things which make for PEACE, and
A ibing.c wherewith one may Edifie another — For
meat deftroy not the work of God — Happy 45 be
that condemneth not himfelf, in the’ thing which he
Allowerh ( that s acknowledgeth to be indifferent or

Lanfal, ) o gnd be thar doubrerh % damned it

¢ eat, .

The reft, and fome of the fame again you fhall

have in the Conclufion, and I fhall not accufe my

Sl of vain repetition ; buc account my felf and
E”gland happy if twice or ten times warn ng you
©f your undoubted duty, in the plain words of
God which you cannot without profeffed Infi-
delity deny; will bat perfwade you to hzal our
grievons wounds, at focheapa rate, as the do-
ing ef that good and blefled work,which NONE
‘Mayfo EASILY do as YOI, and none are
More OBLIGED to doj nor fhall fuffer
More everlaftingly for not doing it, if no Scrip-
fture, no reafons, no experience , no petitions,

R0 groans and tears of the diftreffed Church of

Chitt can intreat you to it.
- ] _ Bat
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| : But alas,

Rom. 3. 16, 17, 18- Deffraition and mifery a1t

. amtheir wayes ; The way of PEACE they bave
nor lqgawu & There 2% no f“r“f God IlffOﬂ tbtir
eyes. — etV

“Ecclef, 7.7, SURELY OPPRESSION MA4-

' KETH 'A WISE MAN MAD,

Rev-6.10. OUAMDIZ DOMINE , SAN<

S CFE; VERAX. & o\

Pial.120.6. DI% HABITAVIT ANIMA

i MEdA, INTER QSORES PACIS. =

% *
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T HE Reafonwhy I ihink it needfuls 2o adjoys
: the[e few DireStions to the Pafforsy are . F;,g,
Becanfe 1 think that the reft will do but little gord with=
8t them, Though the people are. more iniclined 1o fe=
Parations than the Paftors, yet are the. Paffors. the
greater canfes of moft of the Divifions inthe Church
And therefore mult be the chicfeft. in the Cure ;. Be=
canfy she advantage of their pares and places doth make
them moft fignificant in both : ( And. sheir office obe
Ligeth thens to be the woff skilful ‘md forward in the
S | fonldbe chapgeatle mith fuch
Second]y, Becawfe ] fronlabe coargeavie with fu
partialicy J:; b,ﬁgiub not. a Minifter of Christ 5. if
1 [bould fall upon the mifcrariages of the peagle only,
and /21] notbing to my f:lf and brethren 5 who are a8
deeply concerned in the matter in hands . A
Tee I mnft bere premifes that 441 have done this
pare with greater brevitys ﬁ) ﬂlfﬂ with fﬂbmfﬂ;06~‘eﬂ-
dernefs and refpelt; And thas I donot at all intend any
of the Direclions folowing,a 4 cﬂ/[agqhmflﬁ_l’)x&agr
£0 thafe in authority 5 nor any of the admanitions s 4
fations refleCtions. upon fwperiors o inferiors 5 or 46
pleading for or againft any partymow among Mo .
To the reafons afeer given for tendernefs vo Religi=
wus djffenterss though 100 msich inclined sofepararionis
d fball here onlyadd E irft, Thas the general m&bk‘g
wefs, evendf the Poftors through moft of she Churches

spon garth, [bonld make s racoer pisy ihe weaknefs of
' = Z 4 the
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the people, than sngrilyrevile them : o And 1o think
of Chrifts wardsy, ‘Les him thas is withont fincaff the
rft feong. . Alas, our preaching § sur praying, osr
conference, onr living, tell all the-werld toolowd-
Iy that we are weak 1 How few are theve that be 5ot
either ignorant, op injudicious, or imprudent, ¢
dull 4nd liveleSs, or dry and barren, or of 4 ftal-
Meting tonguz, in our Minifferial work 2 eAnd- i
[fobigh abufinefs, any one of thefe #s a lothfomse ble-
wifl. Ifwe are pur o defend onr Religion , or 4n
wectlfary part thereof, how weakly and injudicionfly %
“#t ufwally done > In 4 word s Ourgreat divifions #
wiong our felves, with our cenfures and ufage of on
anther , ‘do tell all the world not only that we are
Weak, but that to0 many of us account one another ¥
be worfe than wc?, even intollerable, and #s-
worthy ? our [acred office.  eAnd [ball we by osr
- weaknefs and faultines become the peoples feandaly and
semspt thems to undue [eparations's and when we have
done be impatient with their weakntfs, while we over=
Yook onr own ? )
. Secondly, Letusb, Jo imparsial a to vemembers
bow far fome have fpoken 10 their Jenfe, who have been
of moff veneration in the Church. 1 inffance but in
¢wo 2 Firft, The wife and ancient Britain, Gildasy
who ?itb‘nb lefs, than, Apparet ergo eum qui
vos facerdotes fciens ex corde dicit ; non effe
eximium Chaiftianum : Sane quod fentio profe-
ram— O inimici Dei & non facerdotes ! O lici=
‘tatores malorum s & non pontifices ! tradito-
¥es; & pon'fan®orum Apoftelornm fucceffores !
‘impugnatores, & non Chrifti minifiri! — S¢
.guomodo vos aliquid folvetis, utfit folutum &
in caelis; 2 ‘ccelo ob feelera sdempti; & im mil"n:
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um peccatorum fumbuys compediti G, If the
Antbur of thefe wordsde Vienerable,  acéouns 08
ﬁ?akfn"of fuch likenow, to be witerly intollerable,

- The fecond 45 Sp, Martin, whofe ffory ou of Sule
PItius Severus, 1 have afterwards abbreviased. If 4
S»;fi,ﬂ,t;d Bifbap ‘moft famows for myracles , prevend 1o
Angelical Revelation fir [o mingh a5 b5 there mentio.-
med 5 et us be charitable and patient zo theft sender
‘f’lzfcianablc Chriftians 5 who miftakingly go in Jueh
bIRe wayes, : ' ov =¥ 62 3% P &

& 4 mf my Jelf fo fenfible of the evil and d}iée};ﬁf
Dividing [sparating principles and wayes, thar it i
wiuch of my labour to cure thews with ally And theyea
fore 1 bave wristen what 1 have here donay though I am
' [xr: { [ball difpleafe the guilty.: By overdoing and
illdoing will prove but undoing, i3

The Lord give more Wifdome. , Holinefs aund

Love, 30 Paffors and people 5 and open dur cays to

#4ling counfe]ss before we are.incyrable !

. Amen.
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Direétions to Paftors how to

deal with thofe weak

. Chriftians who are incli-
ned to Divifionss -

.VVch th: young and ungrounded fort of
3 Chn(_ha‘ns , do bytheir errors, pride of
palions difturb the Churches peace & orde s it 18
the Paffors ufually thae are ficft and moft affanited
by their abufes, and therefore are moft impatient
and exafperated againkt them : And it were We

Q:f we were {0 innocent our {elves, as that ouf
confciences need not call us to enquire; Whe?
eher all this be notpartly the fruit of eur own
mifcariages,  However feeing that both the €&~
minency of our grace, 4nd the natureof oaf 9~
fice, thoald make us more fenGble of the Chut”
ches dangers, and mare folicitous of its fafetys
than the private members are ; I think chat the
chief part of the Datyis inciumbent #pon #4, whic

muft be donz in order to the prevention of thefe
maladies, and tothe care.  And therefore I thto

thae the principal work of a Direttor ot Goafs
fellor in this cafe, muft be with the Minifters ©
Chrift themfelves 3 The Churches peace lieth
moft upon our hands : And if we mifcarry) .

will ot anderftand infteu&ion, nor bear a_m":
nition, nor do our parts, how lictle hope Z[wll'la :"

left of our tranquility ? The body maft needs

gxzim, when the Phyficianis as bad aglic Ig‘ggcr '

e e ke
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PIRECT 1.

Let it be our firi# care to know and do our

- ®®nduty , for the firengthesing and uns-
1A of the people : And when.ave fee
theiy weaknefs and divifions , les ws firf
examine and judge our [elves, and lament
and reform our own negledts. Wi~

Y Hat the fiate of the flocks doth ufually fol-
* & low the ftate of the Paftors, is known by the
experienice of all the Chusches, 4in all ages and
places of the world. Where there is a boly, faith=
fal, able, diligent , concordant Miniftry, there is
ufually 2 reformed and agreeing people. And
where there is anignorant, lazy, formal, ungod-
ly and contentious Miniftzry, there is eithera
people divided , or elfe agreeing. in ignorance,
formality and ungodlinefs. At leaft if fuch a Mi-
niftry hive been long among them.

And we need no other proof of this, and of

the chief caufe of the peoples divifions and mi-

ftakes, than the accufations and charges of ths
Minifters againft each others  On every fide it
is the Paftors of the flocks that are accufed, by
thofe of the adverfe party, as the chief offenders-
One fide faich, Ttisyo1that tea‘ch’thc people er~
‘ronre, and pie fcfaples into cheir minds, _and
lead them into contempt of order and authority !
And the other e faith, Tt 18 you that proudly

ufurp
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ufurp authority which Chrift never gave you, and
lord it over Gods herjtage, and. by your own in-
ventions lay fnares before the people to divide
them, and will not fuffer them counite in theit
Proper center’, and agree in the primitive fiml-
-plicity. - And that bring the Miniftery into ha-
tredand coptempt. by your cruelty and vicious
lives.]. And whilefteach fide is thus accufed by
the other, they have all the greater canfe to fuf-
pe& themfelves: Becayfe it feemeth to be -
greed on all hands, thac itis the Paftors who are
principally in‘the fault, though it be not agrsed
what the fault is, nor which party of the Paftoss
muft bear the blame, peipady 4
And indeed where are there any fe&s or fa-
‘&‘l@ns, but thefe are AMinisters that hesd them,
and that canfed tham at firt, and keep them ug_f.’
Is it not the Bifhops that have caufed the long di-
vifion, berween the Greek and Latin Chur=
ches? Was it not principally a coatention for
their interefts , which of them fhould be the
greateft (fo little doth Chrifts own decifion of
chat comtroverie among his Apoftles, fignifie
with thofe men, who are contending about a {uc-
ceflive infallible Judge. ) Is it not their Coun-
cils and their contentious writings and pradtifes,
which have beenthe grand caufes of this woful
fchift? And are nt the dividing faces, Which
caufe moft of the reft of the fchifms of Chriftzn-
doms, the meer ufurpacions, and impofitions of
ths Roman Prelates> It wagthz Bifhops of eacl
party, with their Preshyters, who® headed the
divifion in thz fzcond Council ofgEphe/# » andl}d1
th Coancil of 4riminwn, and many others : A‘L
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i?;t‘hm the Herefies of the Arrians, the Nefto-
ing, the

o & _.Eutthians, &c. with the fchifms of
e o A1ans,\Donatifts and moft others , have
'.m‘} intained.  And among oir felves, moft
fr‘é ’Z’ haye their Leadgrs , who firft made -the
8 ‘ff./: and (4l keepit open. Ttis therefore but
fc? 09351; thac we, all fufpe@ and fearch oug
v ovbes * And perhaps the lot may find out that
Lok who is thought moft innocent, and ; Fonah

10 15 not the wortt in'the fhip, may bethe man;
ind he may be the Fudas who islaft inasking,

Malterisit > Anditis ten to one but the lea-
ders of every parcy will be found blame-werthy

10 part, though not in equality.

Befidesall that fhall be intimaged mthcfolq :

“owing Dire@ions, thefe canfes of the peoples

Zeaknefs. and Divifion; are_ fo'openli mahufelt in

t00 many Paftors, thatthe 25 sied
Qr,exq}fzd.” e that they cannag be: conceale

- : Ignorance in many that
they are not able judicionily to edifie the flocks ;
hor to teach found prineiples.in a fuitable man-
Rer and method to their hearers. Who canteach

* Firl, Thereisfo mucéx

IV ¢ Grager ol Sy SRl SOt
.. Secondly, ‘Tos many are flrangers to.the peo-
ple whor they teach , and know. not the: weak=
hefles of the vulgar, and therefore neither jufliy
refolve their doubes,nor an{wer their objections,
nor indecd fpeak that language which the_people
underftand, . They have been bred from their
childhood in the Univerfities among Schollars,
and have. [ittle converfed with Plow-men and
Poor people and ignorant perfonsy Who have
Btominon o geie

Others that, which they rever_ learned them-

|
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Quite otner’ concepsions ana expretons that
fchollars have. Their accurate fliles and well-
couched words, and elegant phrafes, are moft of
them fike an unknown tongue, to the greate
oumber of their anditors. . Andthat which trey
nfe as congryons to the matter,, is {o incongruous
to their hearers, tharits littlé to their benefit-
_Thirdly, And fome in avoiding .this exreal
do fall into the contrary 5 and never go beyend
th* prefent underftanding of the people, and
teach them nothing but what they kpow already 3
And hereby they bring themfelves into cante®pr,
entifing the hearers to think that théir Teachers
are as ignorant as they, and kridw no more ghi
they teach; ‘And they tempe the peoplé to be.
puffed ap, and think’ themfelves worthy to be
preachers, becanfe they can doas much and #
well-as their teachers ufe te do. £
Fonrthly, And how cold and unskilfol ar¢
many in the application of that do&rine which
they have tolerably opened » And fperk the

" truths of the living ‘Ged, without sy affe@ing
’ r

reverence or gravity, And talk as owfily of
the evil of fin,the need of grace, the love of God,
in . Jefus Chrift , yea of death and judgemenfs
Heaven and Hell,asif it were their defign to rocK
ths auditoss afleep, or to makethem believe that

~ jvis but an hiftrionical fi&ion which they a&,and

that nothing which they {ay is to be believed!
There isno need of any more forcible means 9

entice men to fin, than to hear it preacht agai™

fo coldly: Nor is there need of any more fg,
reach men to{:t light by Chrift and Grace 26

Hzaven it {elf, than#o hear them fo hearteflly.
5 . = T commcn
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Commended : We fpeak a few good words to the
People in a reading tone, like a child that is fay-
10g his leffon, s if we believed not our felves :
and then we blame the people for their being no
More edified by us; and we look they fhould
be much affe&ted with that which pever much af-
fedted the fpeakers- If Chrift himfelf who
preached with autherity, -and ufed to awaken
them, - wichan [ He thar hath earseo bear, et hine
hear’| did yet convert no more than he did, what
€an we expe@ upon our drowfie and dry-difs
courfes, but drowflinefs in the: hearets 5 if not
Contempts: [ ;o A2 : :
- Fifthly,. And alas the privase work of the Mis
miftery is. done as.pootly -by too manywho do
pretty well in publick , ‘as-if they knew potthat
it is any confidezable part of -their employment ;
or 35 if indeed they believed not, the immortality
and preciou fnefs of fouls ! And. if the praife of
meh. confirained themnot, to dothe publick part
fomewhat bettet, ‘they would become contemp-
tible burthens of the Church, = o o
- Sixthly, the great duty of Catechizing is:fo
Muchnegle@ed; - that few of the people under-
ftand the great fundamental truths 5 and few are
infru&ed in the troe methed of the Chriftian do-
~ &rines, who know fomewhat of thematter of
them. And fuch defe€sand larguor-in the Vi-
tal parts,will one time or oth@r appearin the exs
terpals, ; :

Seventhly, Formality and imagery choakethor
excludeth the fenfe, life and power of the moft
feceffary troths. They that teach youth the
#ords of the Catechifm, do oft content l{h;m;
; O SR S ARCCR1E e
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felves with that much, asif they had made them
underftanding Chriftiang; and leave them as i gno-
Tant'& fcnﬁcfsoffche import;nce of thofe words;
as they were before ever theylearnt them. The
forefaid unacquaintednefs with the people and |
theirweaknefies,  doth make: many teachers lofe
heirlabour 3 ‘while they meafiire'the common
people by themfelves, and think that ey canun=
desftand fuch words as they themfelves can un-
derftand : Wihien’ they litele know how utterly
 dgnorant abundance are of the marsery whenthey
‘have learned to {peak all the words by rote. Ther=
» fore experience hath oft conftrained me to f2yy
ezt after all theirftudy and learning jnthe Uni-
verfities, fuch Paftors as' did” never: familiarly
converfe with the poor and vulgar of ‘the flockss
and.try the exercife ‘of perfonal “inftruétion and
exhortationupon them, are no more to be regar=
d in many tontroverfies about the Paﬁ,of’!
work and difeipline’; than ar unexperienced Piy=
fician ; or Chyrirgeon | ot Soldier or Pilot 10
many cafes of ‘their profeffions s | Which maketh
many learned 'felf-conceiced ‘Dodors, becoe
the plagnes; while theythink themfetves the pil<
larsof the Chiirchions Saimabar o s
©There are no: parents. or- mafters buc find it
prefently in their children ,"how quickly chey
will learn 1 Cirechilm, andcherein the Creedy
Lords Prayer and ‘Décalogué, ‘while chey fearce
underitand the fenfe and marter of Va,ny0f"fh§
atainncﬁ words which they have tttered : *AD
efind it is juft fo'with too ‘many of theage®
aifo, ' ' And therefore if by other queftions an%

explications, you put them out of their r.odc;-c:‘;




| :\\_‘__M

__ Minifiers dividing fadhts. 3ax

tRach them not to fix their thonghts upon the

L atters ag well 49 on the words, it will all prove
It a3the teaching of 2 Parrot , and not of 2 tre
el lever, va . ; (

p And what I have faid of Catechifing; is true al-

Of Prayer & Confeffion and every other part of

Worthip : In which the Hypocrites partis eafie;

SVen the out- fide form and lifelefs image ; But it

15the inward Life the fpiric and t7ath, which i§

the €xcellent, heavenly and difficult pares.

Eighthly, And fome make 2 formality and a
fnare o ehe giftof exeemporary expreffion ; And
Y 2 prepofterous care to avoid all forms, they
teach them not chefe Catechifm forms, with that

Uiligence 2 the matter doth require : But Jeaye

their minds void of thofe orderly well-fetled fe~

Cond notions , which fhould help the firft: And

4 ' thus while fome neglect the fosl or fpirit of Chri~

_{f-anity, and others ncg!é& the form or body of

-1t betwixt them both it i§ too much négleGed

by almoft a1l 5 St i
Ninthly, Too many are meer wordlings, and

4l ‘ingodly felf-feekers , and enter upon the Mini~

. Itery but as a trade to live by, and never had

that humble holy mind themfelves, which they
Cxpeét inthe people ; But as riches, and prefer-
Ment and honour and eafe, aré the things which
they moft feek, fo theydo proportion and choofe:
the means -accordingly 5 And when they have
thns made themfelves contemptible , and aliena=

] ted the hearts of the people from them, they therr .

Call them all chat paffion ¢an fuggeft, not for their
fin againft God , but for croffing their carnal ends
d intereft, L

Aa Tenthe




e R

TSRS

 the only piety, and their carnal difcourie and €07

322 . Les us judge owr felves.

- Tenthly, And under all-this ignorance, negli-
gence and vice, pride maketh too many of them
to be enemies to repentance,and to all that would
bring them toft : {o that they are ot fo much of~
fended with the people for their own faults, 35
for difliking theirs : fcarce 2 drunkard 2 {wearer
inalk the parifhis fo impatient of hearing of theit
fins, as many of thefe high minded impenitent
Minifters.Nay fo far are chey from enduring t0 ¢
accounted of as they are,that they expect appliiLIfc
and greéat veneration, when they deferve not
pardon = And they think they are negleGed of
treated unreverently, if theirsignorance- be mot
called wifdome, and their hypocrifie gonot £oF

vetfation , (for which God threatneth their d™~
nation, Rom. 8. 5, 6,75 8, ¥3.) be not cloathed
with fome fair and honourable names.
when they havethus fet the people fo permClous
an example, they form againft them for ROt fa
ing more obedient to them, than they themfelves
will be co God 3 and: for rejecting the precepts
and reproofs of that Scripture which they have ¢
je@ed and defpifed before cheir faces.

1 humbly propound- it therefore ro my Bre-
thren, that if they have a people who defpifetheir
Miniftery, and turn away from them, and fpe2
againft them, and feck after other teachers chat
they would ficft impartially ask their confcienees
[have we given them no caufe or occafion © “d'
this » Isitnot Jongotf us 2 Have we fopr Ch‘l. '
fo privately overfeen and taughe them, 20 ,foﬁ;f’
ved, as-that all this confufion will not be Ju

2id <t our doots? ] W ave firk U0
laid st our doots? ] When we o cleared
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:lured. things at home, we are the fitterchen
O expoftulate with our people ; And when we
l_ave pulled out- the bedm of felfithnefs, caina=
ty> negligence; and pride out of dur own eyes;
e may the betcer fee to caft the motes of chil-~
. ;f;f; peevifhnefs;and difcontent out of the peoples

e

ML o LT e
DIRECT. IL
0 2 i meedfal 10 1he pesples edificasion andeon=
cordy thas theiy Paftors much excel them in
gy, “rowledge and utterance , 4nd alfo in prus
) < erce, Lolinefs and beavenlinefs of mind
| %nd life : this 5 both the reverence of
'Jb"i.’ callz'ng,andl per[m; may be prgﬁf;
ved s and the peoplc i‘nﬁruﬂed by their
€Xamples. ‘ '

4 I Doubt not but the minifirations of 2 weak and

of an ungodly Minifter ; are walid and may.
¢ be effetnal to the flock 5 And that the innocent
@ People forfeit not their priviledges in acceptablé

¢ Zorfbip ang effectual Sacraments, though' a mqked
g for may forfeit his own acceptance and reward

With God.” But yet becanfe there are none 6f usfo
nnocen; » Whofe confciences may not juftly tell
U8 that we have deferved to be 2Mi&ed in that
I k'“ds and becaufe'God ufeth to work by means,
| 3nd vary the fuccefs according to the quality of

Means and inftruments, we may well con-
Aa 3 ¢lude
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clude that the Gifes and Holine[s of the Paftors is

a very excellent and needful help to the peoples
fetled Piery and Peace = And that where this help
1s wanting, that ordimary means is wanting , by
which God ufeth to convey this bleffing. :
-1 have met with many who are either infufb=
cient or ungodly themfelves, or areguilty ©
bringing fuch into the Churches, who ufe to make
~very light of this , and fay , God is not tied t©
mens goodnefs or abilities in diftributing his gra-
ces : whichis true, but nothing to the purpofe 2
Heisnot tied by any force or neceffiry 5 nor 15 he
fo tied as that he cannot do otherwife = But yet
this is his ordinary way of working : which hath
made it 2 maxime, that as to Means, Infufed g7~
cts are obtained inthe [ame way, &8 acqmired owifts 2
And let the contrary minded anfweg me thel®
queftions, ,
Firft, Ifitbe only the Office of the Minifte'?
and not the Gifts and Graces that are ordinat!'y
needful to their fuccefs, why doth Religion 9=
cay and perifh in all parts-of the world,where t'°
Giftsand Graces of the Miniftersdecay ? W1
are almoft afl the Greek Churclies , the Armé”
nians, the Ruffians, the Abaffians, fo lament?”
blyignorant ? and mof of them as vicious 48 12~
norant 3 info much that the potorious wicke®”
nefs of their lives, and contemiptibleriefs of the:S
underRandings, doth keep Chriftianity 03¢ *
moft of the Heathez and Infidel Nations of th°
world, that ate acquainted with them  and
peth up the repuracion of Mahometanif® &'
Heathenifm, - Is not che experience of all tks'
Chriftian world a fufficient proof ? The G“;,&
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and other fuch corrupted Churches, havea truly

'°"dﬁll{cd Miniftery as well as: we, if that were

£nough to ferve the turn. iy 25
* Secondly, What is more evident among our

Aelves than' that Parifhes do much vary in piety

" and concord a their Paftors vary in ability, pi¢=
ty, diligence and fidelity. -

Thirdly, Though Parents have all equal aus
th?{'lfy to inftrué and rule their childrenand fa-
Milies , is any thing more notorious, than that
Dotorious ignorance and impicty prevaileth in
Moft families whcrc the Rulers are igmgm‘t
and impious ? Yet they have as true 2 powerfrom
God to do their duty, as the Paftor hath to
do his: yea and promifes from’ God for' the
fuccefs. heOf i bu d b

Fourthly. WWhat is the Offce, but an eAuthe~
ity and O}l'zhgmion to do the Minifterial bork?
And will work {ucceed well that is not dome® Or
“will it be done by bare Anthority ‘xm‘d Oblgga_;_an
todo it 3 Will it ferve to the building of your
houfe, to the condutt of an Armyy tothe-Heal-
ing of your fores o ficknefles, that you hg:- an
Archite&, a Captain, a Chyrurgeon, and % yfi-
cian, whofe office is to do thefe works ? G
" Fifchly, Whatneed men ftudy or bcgi'ow. xﬁ)l
‘Mmany years at the Univer(ity » it Ordination and
Office be eneugh ? Bin ORv G IRE

Sixthly, Interpreting the Original Text isone
pare of the Minifterial work ¢ 1f the bare Offiee
without the Tongues, did never make any of yot!cli
agood Tranflator and Expofitor, why 'ﬂmuh
the bare office ferve turn for other parts’ of the

2 : bilities? ~  °
Work, without PrOP°¥n°R“‘;“;‘ 2 ‘?§5_vc.‘_‘.!1'!-l
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- Seventhly, Why do you lay fo much blame on
the Munifters who diffent from you, or that are
the teachers of the diffenting people; as if all the
divifiomswere caufed by them,  if the difference
of teachers make no ' différence in the work and
flocks. * ° ' : e

Eighthly, Why is it that in moft agesof the  |§
the world, the Piftors of one mind have defired
the filencing or depofing of thofe that were -
gainft them, as being injurious to the flocks, if
2l Minifters be alike to them, whae need there
| fo much filencing, imprifoning and banifhing 35
s . ®he world hath feen, if the Office 4lone do make
' fafhcient Paftors > soh 1

' Ninthly, Why alfo is there fo much difference

between the Paftors reputations and their 14-
[ bours when théy are dead 2 Why is the namé 20
‘Works of an Auyuffine, a Hicrome, a Bafil, a N4z

Kianzen, more honourable than of any other Pa-
«fhol",? who had astrue ordination and office 38
.cy o s, A N vk
-".“Tenthly, Why fhould the Kingdome be at fo
much coft npon the Miniftery » And why fhould
-one have more maintsinance than another ? 1£th¢
f ©Office alone be all thatsneceflary ,” one Abm%
i may ferve for ordination in all the Empite: of A-
: baffia,and a few Pricfts may be had for ten ponnds
: a year, who have the {ame ordination as the 3~

‘bleft men. But having {ufficiently fhamed this
etrour I difmifs it, nie hoandes
* If the reverence due to the Ofice be onceloff,
. thelabauts of 4 the Miniftery will be obftruct-
: €d: Andif only the Perfon lofe the reverence o

bisplace, his awnlabours will be hindered : cfﬁf

e e




; e s e

BV

Contempt of the Office , and f{o the whole Mini=

ery tendeth to /nfidelity or Atheifm = And the .

cogtempt Oof particular . Minifkezs 5 tendeth to
¢ ‘ifm ) and to ‘the ignorance ‘nd -fofl'ﬂptiOn of
taeir flocks. - And though the contempt of the
Perfon is bad enongh of it felf, yet if ‘it fall on ma~
"yy and there remain not a confiderable num-
Oer. who preferve their neceffary reputation,, it
turneth to the contempt of theOffice it felf, and
Confequently of the Gofpel. =0 -/
And it muft be apparent worth, ~that -muft pre-
Crve the perfons: honour.- The filver lace did
Make the Apprentices 1 Apelles fhop to reve=
rence a foolifh gallanta while; but when he be=
2an to t‘llk, thcy all fell on laughing, at him. Oue
Stave attire will go bue a little way , to keepup
our reputation, without fome better teftimony of
ourf worch, - An empty head , a ftumbling and
hefitant rongue , dey and dall and diforderly
Preaching 3 and fentlefs, cold or confuled pray-
ing . avain and frothy kind of talk; a commion
and carnal converfation 5 all thefe or any one of
thefe, will more abate the reverence of our per-
fons, than the citle of Do&orss or the length "of
our clothing, orthe enlarging of the phila&eries;
will-advance it. - Math. 23. 5+ Mark, 13. 40.
Luk, 30, 47. 1t is their double meafure of the
fpirit, of wifdome, and Goodnefs, which m_n(_’g
procure a double meafare of honou £o the Minis
ﬁer 2 ’ - iYL
Aynd if we excel them never fo much in Learn=
ing, ir will not fuffice unlefs we excel them in
our proper Minifterial gifts of preacning exhot-
tation and prayer, Which are the works of oue
; Al g Offce,

Mintfiers emimencyin gifss necdful, 327
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Office it will neither preferve thz honour of ouf

- Office, nor aeeainrits ends. - When many of the

People can open the cafe of their fouls in’ prayers
m more orderly’; clear and congruous exprefi-
ons thanthe Paftor can, it terideth to bring dowil
the honour of ‘the Paftor, in the peoples efteem:
Some think to repair this, by cafting out all pray=
er excepe chat which is read ouc of 2 book , or
tecited by memory alone ; that fo there may be
noobfervable difference of mens abilities: But
#his is {o far from curing the peoples difeafe; thit
Jtincreafetlyit: < And chey itk {ay, all this is 00
more tham we cando our felves,or then a child of
ren years old can do. And if you extend the cafe 10
all.other partsof the Miniffety, where the reafon
is the fame,they will fay [ wha reverence is dye 0
fuch? or why fhould we maintainand honous mex
for doing no more than our children cando? )"
. Andthe Popifhdevife, to make a difparitss
by keeping the people in ignorance, is the bafeft
and moft pernicious ploc of all. When the. Pa-
fors inftead of excelling che people, would keep

- down the people from increafing in their know=

ledge and expreffion, - this is fonotorious 2 difco-
very of envy, pride and maligniry conjunék, chat
the people prefently flye from fuch Paftors, 25
fuppofing them to be miniftersof the Devil,be-
caufe they fee them bear his-image. What do
weteach them ‘for, if we would not have them
learn and profit 7 What greater honour €an
Teacher have, than to make his Schollars as Wif®

‘apd  gble as himfelf Every one whois a chic

o Light, andbelieveth in him whoisthe Light
Dfthe world, will fufped chat man to bea M&‘gr
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fer of the Prince of darknefs, who 1s 2 malicious
3d%ff¥ry O(Ll ght. Thisisthat brand of the Ro-
man iniquity, the hindering men from the read-
10§ of the Scriptures, and magnifying ignorance,
which maketh men fo commonly think them ta

the Ecclefia malignantium and ‘the  Antichri=

ftian brood.”  Thus Cardinal #alfey declaimed 1= <

g2inft the Art of Printing,  asthat which weuld
take down the honour and profit of the Prieft-
hood, by making the people as wife as they. It
1 not by keeping them down, ot enwvying their a=
bilities, that we muft keep our’ diftance from the
people; but by rifing bigher our felves, and ex-
¢elling them in all miniftegial -gifts, Ele why
fhonld we be. chought any ' fitter to be theic
Teachers and Guides, than they to be ours?:

Yea though ' we excel them in all thefeabilis
ties, it will not ferve turn to the-ends of our Mi-
niftery , unlefs we alfo excel them in:holinefs
and every Chriftian vertue, The Devil knoneih
more than Minifters :  App if he have 2 tongue to

fpeak he wantegh net utterance. - He is the moft

excellent and honourable, whois likeft o God,
and hath moft of hisimage. | And God hatvmore
ptopefe d himfelf to mans imif“‘lol? in Gao»'nfl}t
than in Greamefs : He hath.not faid, Be Grear,
for the Lord. your God s Great : but [ walk in
she Light, as he tsin the Light, 3 Fob- 1. 7. and
Be holy for the Lord your God 8 holy. 1Pet, 8. 16
Lev. 10.7. ¢ 19. 2. ¢ 21.8. To be Grear
and Bad is to be able to do mifchief: To be
Leirned ingenious and Bad , is ta be wife to do
ewil, and 2 crafty and fubtle inftrument of the de-
vily Jer. 422, It Wag no landable ddmpnorz
vil, e o i Rt of
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of Elymu, At 13.8, v0, [ Ofull of [ubtlety and
#ll mifehiefs, thon child of the devil and enemy of 41

vighteoufuefs, wilt thos no cmfe‘zo pervert the right
wayes of the Lord? 'Satan would never cransform
himfelf into an Angel of Light, nor his minifters
sntothe Minifkers of Righreon/nefs 3 nor woul

Pharifees and hypocrites cover oppreffion bY
longprayers, if Ligbt; Righteoufne[r, and long pray-
ers, werenot landable in themfelves, and ne-
ceflary in the preachers of the word of God, and
bad not 2 goodnefs in them capable of being 2
cloak to theiriniquity. 2 Cor. 11. 14, 15. Mt
23. 14. God 4 Light:"x Fob. 1. 5. - And God #
Holy : If therefore Satan or any hypocrite would
credit their falfhood and wickednefls, they muft
pretend to Light and Holinefs - And he that will
kezp up the trus honour of his Miniftery , and
be'accepred with God, and reverenced by good
men; maft do it by resl Light and Holin{ff'
An ungodly 'Minifter hath a radicated esmity
to the holy do&rine which he' preacheth , an¢
tothe holy duties and life which he exhorteth the
people to: And how well, how finicerely , how
readily, how faithfully, they areliketodo the
work which they are enemies to, you may eafilf
judge., Thecarnal mind is enmity to God : for 1%
not fubjelt to hislaw, nor indeed cambe. Rom. 8.
6,758, T kne v that they are notenemies t0 the
hanour nor to the msdinsenance : and therefore M3y
force them(zlves to do much of the outfide of th%
work > But where there is an inwird enmity ©
the life and ends of it, we can exped but for=
m1l, unwilling, and unconftant difcharge qu}%c

unpleafing daty. Trarh is for Goadﬂ€f‘. ’ Kﬁﬂt




