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of Elymu, At 13.8, v0, [ Ofull of [ubtlety and
#ll mifehiefs, thon child of the devil and enemy of 41

vighteoufuefs, wilt thos no cmfe‘zo pervert the right
wayes of the Lord? 'Satan would never cransform
himfelf into an Angel of Light, nor his minifters
sntothe Minifkers of Righreon/nefs 3 nor woul

Pharifees and hypocrites cover oppreffion bY
longprayers, if Ligbt; Righteoufne[r, and long pray-
ers, werenot landable in themfelves, and ne-
ceflary in the preachers of the word of God, and
bad not 2 goodnefs in them capable of being 2
cloak to theiriniquity. 2 Cor. 11. 14, 15. Mt
23. 14. God 4 Light:"x Fob. 1. 5. - And God #
Holy : If therefore Satan or any hypocrite would
credit their falfhood and wickednefls, they muft
pretend to Light and Holinefs - And he that will
kezp up the trus honour of his Miniftery , and
be'accepred with God, and reverenced by good
men; maft do it by resl Light and Holin{ff'
An ungodly 'Minifter hath a radicated esmity
to the holy do&rine which he' preacheth , an¢
tothe holy duties and life which he exhorteth the
people to: And how well, how finicerely , how
readily, how faithfully, they areliketodo the
work which they are enemies to, you may eafilf
judge., Thecarnal mind is enmity to God : for 1%
not fubjelt to hislaw, nor indeed cambe. Rom. 8.
6,758, T kne v that they are notenemies t0 the
hanour nor to the msdinsenance : and therefore M3y
force them(zlves to do much of the outfide of th%
work > But where there is an inwird enmity ©
the life and ends of it, we can exped but for=
m1l, unwilling, and unconftant difcharge qu}%c

unpleafing daty. Trarh is for Goadﬂ€f‘. ’ Kﬁﬂt




* SSel S T T

‘% Gods contemps of bad Minifiers. gz

Knomledge which maketh younot Gosd is Ioft, and

ath mift its end. If cherefore your Love to God
ahdman, your mortification and unblameablenefs
of life, your heavenly mindednefs, be no greater
than the peoples. ( or perhaps muchlefs ) do not
Wonder if you lofe your honour with them, and
if you grow. contemptible in their eyes. AZal. x.
Xo. ¥4, I have no pleafarc in yon [aith the Lord —
Corfed be the deceiver which bath in his flock a male
and voweth and facrificeth tothe Lord  corrupt thing.
Mal, 2, Asdnow O ye Pricfls, this commandems ent
% for yous If ye will nos bear, and if ye will nor lay
itto beart 5 to give gloryto myname, I will [end 4
curfe upon you — The Law of sruthwas in Levi's
mouth, and iniquity was not found in bis lips : He
walked with me in peace and equity, and did 1sn a-
way many from iniguity! For the Priefts lips [bonld

P

keap knowledge , and they fbould feek the law. at his

‘mouth 5 for he 4 the meffenger. of the Lord of Hefis.:

Bur ye are deparced ont of the may 3 y¢ bave caufed ma-

ny toffumble ar the Law, ye have corrapted the Cove=

mant of Levi, [aith the Lord of boffs : Therefore al-

Jo bave I made you contemprible and bafe before all the

people according as ye bave not kepe my wayes,but have
¢en partial in the Law,

1 SaM.2.17.24,30. The fin of the young men was.

wery great o, before the Lord 5 for men abborred the

dffering of the Lord : — Y make the Lords people to

tranfgre[s — Wherefore kick ye at my [acrificey and az
my a#:riﬁg, which I-fbaw commanded = I [aid in-
deed thag thy boufe — [bould walk before me for ever :
Byt now the Lord faith, Be it far from me 5 for
them that hovowr me, I will honour 5 and they that
defpife me foall be lightly eftcemsed. =
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:3?’ Gods contempt of bad Minifters. ;

If as AMufes you ftand nearer to God than the
‘people do,  you muft be fo much holier than theys

-and your fices muft (hine with the beames of

“God in the peoples eyes.  They that with open
fiee bebold in Chrifi as in a glafs: the glory of the
Lord, arechanged intothe [ame image from glory #0
gloryy asbythe fpirit of the Lord, -2 Cor. 3:7.
‘;-l ,ls.’ 3 L ! 1

V8 ?Ifthcrefomby your low and common parts,
and carnal lives, you make your felves contemp=

“tible, inftead of excl2iming againft the peoplé
- ery out againft your felves, and lament yout

fins3 and the more you have aggravated the
érimes of Schifm and other errors in your flocks,
the more penitently bewail your fin which cau-
fed it, and remember that you have aggravd-
‘ted your own tranfgreffion. - [f:yon are children
in parts and goodnefs your felves , ‘you are usit.
‘either to upbraid the.people with their chlldl‘b
‘weakneffes, orto curechems ©
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Prefshe conjuuiiion of Heline[s, &re. 333

DIRECT, HIL

In all your pablick Dollrine andprivase Con-
ference | inculcase still the mecefary cons
junétion of Holinefs and Peace 5 and of the
Lowve of God and Man 5 «And make thems
undeyftand that Leve g their very Holi-
nefs, and the fum of their Religion 5 the
end of Eaith, the hears of Samitification,
and the fuifilling of the Law : < And that

a5 Love o God nniteth wue to Him, [0 Love
Yo mas, muff wnite ws 0 one another 5 And
 that all Dodrine or pratice & againfe
God and againft Chrifp and againft she
great work_of the Spirit, and is enmity to
the Chwrch und to mankind s which i a-
gainft Love aud Unity. Prefs thefe things
on them all the year, that your hearers may
be bred wp and nowrifhed with thefe pringi-
ples from their youtb.

3 CVel‘.th‘.’. Church be recovered of its wounds,
it muft be by the peaceable Difpofizions of che
Paftors and people, And if ever meRcome to &
peaceable Difpofirion, it muft be by peaceable Do
&rine and principles : Andif ever mencoms t©
peaceable Principles , it muft be by the full and
feequent explication of the narure, pre-eminnéc
neceffiry and pswer of fow 5 -ﬁ‘hla‘t thg.y m;y s]c:;
of i ongy till Leve be made
£t fo much, and folong; t Religions
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334 - Breed upthe People under the

Religion, and become as the very Nacural Heat
and Conffitution of theit fouls,  And if ever men
¢ generally brought co this, it muft be by daily
fucking it frorh thofe breafts which nourifh themt
in the infancy and youth of their Religion , and
by learning it betimes as the fum of Godlinsfs and
Chriftianity, And if ever they come to chis, the
Aged experienced ripe and mellow fort of Mini-
- ﬁ ftersand private Chriftians, muft infil it inco
Schollars and into the younger fort of Miniftérs; that
they may have nothing fo common in their ears
andin their ftndies, as Uniting-Love : That they
may be taught to know that God & Kove, and that
he that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in God, and God
inbim. ¥ Fob. 4. 16. And that the Love of God,
doth ever work towards his image in man : ¥ fob.
47,11, 12, 26, And that all men as men have
fome of his Image in their Natare, as they are [n-
velleétnal, Free Agents exalted above the bruits. GeDe
9.6- And therefore we muft Love memas men,
and Love Saints af'Saints 3 That it is Love to God
and man, which is the true Rate of Holinefs, and
the New creaturé, and which Chrift came to re-
cover lapfed man to, and which the Holy Glioft
1s fent to work, and all the means of grage are in-
tended and fitted for, and muft be ufe®or, of
%othey are mifufed- In 2 .word, that F AITH
4 WORKING BY LOVE ; or LOVE and THE
WORKS OF LOVE KINDLED Br THE
SPIRIT BY FAITH IN CHRIST ; isthe fum
of all the Chriftian Religion, Gal: 5. 6,13 22
L : e Lo
s>He that criethup Holine[s and Zealy without 4
due commemoration of Love and Pedcé, dg‘% eﬁi:?
ROk 4 s




__ Dodtrines of Love and Concord, 35;

:}ZCCCLVC }he hearers abont that very Hanejs and
eal which he commendeth , whileft he lamely
and fo faifly reprefenteth and deferibeth it ; and
doth not make them know how much ¢f Holinefs
confiftethin Love ; nor that irue zeal is Loveis
Jelf inits fervonr and intenfe degree : And fo peo-
Ple are enticed to think that Helinefs is nothing
but the paffions of fear and grief, and earneft ex-
Preffions in preaching ana prayirg, or {crupu-
loufnefs and fingularity about fome centrover=
ted things , or fome other thing than indeed it
i% . And they are tempted to think that Chriftian
zeal is rather the viojence of partial paffions, and
the fervor of Wrath, and the making things fin-
ful which God forbiddeth not, than the fervors
of Love to God and man. And when the mind
1s thus mocked with a fa/fe Image of Holine(s and
Zeal, it s caft inte a hinfu) mold, and engaged in
the purfuit of an erroneous dangerous courfe of
life ; And aclaft it cometh to an enmity and con=
tempt of that v hichis Holinefs and Zeal indeed 2
For it accounteth Love but a Moral-versue (which
they ignorantly take 'foy a diminutive title of the
great and primitive cuties required by the lighe
and law of nature itfelf- ) And zealuws Love is
accounted by them but a carnal and felfifh com-
pliance and temporizing , and apleafing of men
inflead of God 3 And ¢ zeale#s promotirg of #ni-
ty and Peace, is taken but for a cowardAl y Demtra-
lity ard betraying of fome truch, which fhould
be'earnefily contended for. o
Arnd on the other fide they that preach up Lve
0 man, and Peace and Coneord without puttirg.
frft the Love of God, and a Holy and Heavenly

mind
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336 Preachup Holinefs and Peace.
mind and life, they will cheat the poor ignorant
carnal people, by making them believe that God
and Heaven may be forgotten , and good neigh-
bourhood to each etheris all that is needful 0
make them happy. ;

" And they will tethpt the more religious fort to
fin more againft Love and Peace than before : Be-
“caufe they will think that itis but 2 confederacy
for Satan againft Chrift, and a fubmiffion to the
wills of prond ofurpers , to ftrengthen their
worldly intereft sgainft godlinefs, which thefe
preachers mean when they plead for peace. And
thns as T have knownungodly Preachers by cry=
ing down Schifrm, bring Schifm into requefl,
whileit wag no fuch thisg as real fchifm, v'vhich’_'
they meant in thelr exclamations ( till a¢ [aft the
tfue eraption of fchifm with its monftrous effe®s,
made good people fee that fuch anodious fin there
is3 ) Evenfo I have known that a carnal Prea-
cher, contemning Holinefs, and crying up Lov¢
and Peace, hath tempted the people to have to0
Tight thonghts of Leve and Peace, (becanfe it was
but 2 confederacy in fin with a negle& of godli-
nefs, which the preacher feemed to cry up.)Till
tiper knowledge better taught good people 10
perceive, that Love and Peace are more Divine
and excellent things , than carnal preachers OF
hearerscanimagine. The wifedome from aheve
is firft purethen peaceable : Let it thcrch_ﬁ bea
trne conjunétion of Holinefs and Peace which you
commend,
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Be not teo impaiimrtréitl; 3—3; o j

DIRECT. IV. g

If others (hew theiy weaknefs by any unwars
rantable [ingularities or divafions, [hew xot
Jour greater weakne(s by pafsions, impa-
viency or uncharitable cenfares or ufage of
them : efpecially when any [elf-intereft

- feth prowcke yous ; :

NOne nfually are fo fpleenifhly impatiént

- 4 acthe weaknmefs of Diffenters or Separa-

. lftsas the Paftorsare 2 And what is the canfe ?

Is it becaufe they abound moftin Love to the

fouls of thofe who offend, or them who are en-

dangered bythem ? If fo, I have no more to fay

tofuch. Bur whenwe fee that the Honour and

Intereft of the Paftors is moft deeply concerned in

\hc bufinefs,and thac they are carried by their im

Patiency into more want of Charity,than the other

exprefs by cheir feparations 5 and whenwe fee that

they well enough bear with themfelvesin fuch

fins as this, or inothers asgreac; and that they

Can bear with as great fins In the people with

too much patience, when their own intereft :

Concurreth not to raife their paffions; in fuch .

€afes we have reafonenough to fear, left pride .

and felfifhnefs have too great a part, in much chat

18 {2id and done againft fchifm in the world.

. Isit a greater thame for ehsldrento cry an

‘Wrangle with the Nurfe and one another or for

the NVur/z or Parents to go to law with them for

¥, or to hate them, and turn gxgm out 6f d-oorsj ;
: s




s T b;iﬁeéglzncﬂes of the peaple.

Isita tanicfor chiidren to be foimpatientas tO
cryand quarrel ¢ And is it mot 2 greater fault
in Parent; that pretend to greater wifdome, t0

 be impatient wich them for 162 I' know you will

fay that Parents mufl not Le fo pasient with finy 410
leave their children ungorrefled : But, T anfer,
corre&ion muft not be the effeCt of impariency,

- but of Love and wifedome and diflike of fin, and

muft be chofen and meafured in order to the cure
ofit. Its one thing to be angry for God: againft
fin, and its another thing. to be angry for.out
felves2g2inft "the croffing of our wils and intet+
efts: And'its one thing to corredt fo as tendeth -
to 2 cure 5 And another thing to be’ revenged OF
‘do mifchief, or to caft out of doors, Are not
5% uilty of Minifterdal weakneffes in preachingand
praying , and of many omiffions in yonr privit®
overfighty Anddo you think that it is meet for
the people therefore (o revile you withodions. 1§
titles, and {tir up the Magifirate againt you for |
your infirmities S S o
Is it feemly for them who are the fathers of
the flock and ‘fhould excel the people in Love
-and lowlinefs, in patience and gentlenefs and
meeknefs, to be o proud and paffionate , 25
{torm 2gainft the moft confeientions perfons, *
they do but fer light ‘by ms and ‘caft off 0o
Miniftery , thongh perhaps they hear 30¢
fubmit to akers who are as able and as faith-
ful and more profitable to them thanwe? Wher
we can eafilier bear with’a fwearer or drunkar
orthe families that are prayerlefs and ungod'y?

+ than withthe moft religious, if they-do pot choofe

sr Minifiery, tut prefer fome othersbefore ::
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o e trodblefime Pride of Mf”’ﬂ” w339
°S Mmore  edifying 7 When we can bear wich

them that haye no- underftanding or ferionfnefs .

10 _Rchg.ion atall , but make the world or their
Iufts their idols, but cannot.bear withthe weak
Itregularities of the moft upright and devout ? If
they were never foirregalar in préferring s be-
face others, and in leaving othersto follow us, we
€an eafily bearwithchem ; and think their dif-
orders may be well excufed : And to fhew the
“eight of our pride, we ftillare confident (whe-
ther we ‘are uppermoft or undermoft, whetkeg
We have publick Liberty or are forbidden ta
Preacn ) that we are the perfons only thatiare in
the righe, and cherefore that all are in the right
that foljow us, and all are in the wrong that'tarn
#Way from ug 3 That it is #nity and dsty to fol-
low 4 and adhere tom, and il are SchifmaZ
ticks who forfake us and choofe others.. And
thus the felfifhnefls and Pride of the Paftors;

Making an imprudent and impatient ftir againft

all who diflike them, and applauding all how bad
fozver who adhere to them and follow thém, is as
great a cayfe of the diforders of the Chureh ; ag
the weaknefs and errours of the people;

Bb 2 DIRECT:

' 3
I IR ST MJ



. 340 Sclfifb reproof of Separation.
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DIRECT. V.

Diftinguifh between thofe who [eparase from
the Univer[al Church, or from all the O7-
thodox or pwreft and Reformsed parts of 45
and thofe whoonly for(ake the Miniftery of
fome one perfon, or [ort of perfons, withont
refufing Communion with the reffs

f-AS fany oceafions miy warrant removal
. from a particalar Chsrchy bue nothing cani
excufe a [eparation from the Usniver(al (bwrchy
fo he that feparateth only from fome particular
Churches, and yet is a member of the Uaiver[d
Church, may alfo be 2 member of Chrift and be
faved. ~ He may be a (hriffian whois no membet
of your flock, yea or of any particular Church:
But he is no Chriftian who is no member of the
Univer[al Church,  Paul ‘and Barnabas may 1D
the heat of a difference part from one another, a0
yetneither of them part from Chrift or the Church-
Univerfal. > 4
I do net excufe the fauft of them who fina~
gainft any one Church or Pafter's But I would not -
Bave the Paftors therefore fin as much, by making
their fault grearer than it is3 nor co fuffer their
own intereft partially to call men Schifmaticks

or Separatifls, in a fenfe for which they bave 2

ground, Iftheycanlearn more by another

Kifter than by me , what reafon have I tobe of-

fended attheir edificatign, though perhapsfome
: Ra¥. infirmity

e

e
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Selfifb reprosf of Separation. 341

infirmity of judgement may appearinit. A true
Mother that knoweth her child is like to thrive

etter by a nurfes milk than by her own, willbe

fofarfrom hatred or envy either at the nurfe on
child, that (he will confent, and be thankful,
and pay the nurfe, Solomen made ic the fign of
the falfe mother, that conld bear the dividarar, the
burt of the child for her own commodity; and
of the true morher , that fhe had racher lofe ber
cemmodiry than the child thould fuffer.  And Pasl
giveth God thanks thac Chriff was preached, though
itwas by them that did it in ffrifeand envy | ca
. add affliction to his bonds. Phil, 1. He is not wor=.
thy of the name of a Phyfician 5 who had rather
the patients healch were deplorate , than that he
fhould be healed by another who is preferred
before him. If I knew thac man by whom the =
falvation of my flock were like to be more hap-
ilypromoted, than by me ( whatever infirmity
of cheirs might be the caufe ) I thonld think my
felf a fervant of Satan the envious enemy of fouls,

i1 were againft it. :
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34;‘,  Diitinguifp beépémtidih, :

"and love and in che fume Jpecies of worfhip. "And

DIRECT. VI. .

Diftdnguifb. between 1hofe who deny the Being
of she Church or <ainiffery from which
- they [eparate: and thsfe who' remove only
for vheir own edificasion, as from a weaker
or worfe Minditery and from a Church
& wore culpable and lefs pure,

Or thefe 1aft are not properly Separatiffs in a
A full fenfe : Though they think it unlawfil to
joynwith you, - 25 (appofing that you impofe fome
fin upon them, or chat you deprive them of di(-
cipline or fome ordinance of God ; Whether
they be in the right or in the wrong , yet flill
they holdimward Communion wich you , in faith

this is fuch a communion as we hold with many

forreign Churches, with whom we have no Jocal
?uf.fem communion. oy

/




_ Defire the peaples casficarionty aihers, 343 :
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DIRECT. VIL

| Diftinguilh between thofe who hold i fimply

4 unlawful to have commnnior with you; apd

- %hofe wha only hold it unlamful to0 prejgf

© Your affemblies before thofe which they
Jndge more pure 5 but bold it lawfyl to
Communicate with you occafionally 5 yes
and ftatedly when they can bave o bes-
{78 ’

Excufe not ali fuch from the guilt of all+fin
herein.  For if they prefer that Charch or
Miniftery. which they fhould not prefer, it is
their . . Bue itis notthat fin which of o'd hath' -
been caited Separation and Schifm, Whileaman . P
is free, if he love himfelf we cannot wonder if be
 choofe that fociery 2nd Miniftery where he thin-
keth his falvation may be beft furthered and fe-
cured : All fober Divines who write of the Ai-
#ifkeryand of ¢ampany , do declare that the diffe-
rence between good and bad, yea good and beirer, 1n ,
|  both thefe,is of fo great importancey that all wifz - ]
men fhould be very careful of their choife. It !
we may without reproach be allowed to be B
- cautelons what wife we choofe, what mafter » :
‘or fervants, what houfe, what neighbourhood, -
what {oil, what ayr ; Much more may webe al- -
lowed to be cautelous what Chureh and Minifters
we joynwith; Andif we are allowedto choofe
Ve B b4 what

ik aiis 5 okl
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344 Dcfire the pespies edification by ashers. ”

/ - what Phyfician we will commit our health and

livesto, and are not conftrainsd to nfe one that
we Judgc_ to bz ignorant or falfe, furely 1t would
be no heineus fchifm, if the like liberty be gran=
ted and ufed for our fouls. The very Papifts
4 B1ve the people liberty to chsofe their (unfeffonrs>
without removing their dwellings for it : Ap
furely my confcience would tell me at laft, that I
am very felfith and proud if I thought none (o fic
to inftruct and edifie any of the people 2s my felf?
No nor rolerable in endeavouring it. Have I not
* heard many, doInot know many, who preach
more convincingly, more plainly and more pow=
~ erfully than1? And what harm s it then if the
9 peoplehear them? So Chrift be preached, and
2 the'people inftru&ed, fan&ified and faved, Whit
if it be done by “another rather than by me?
Have not I liberty to do my beft 2 Shall
F Ybe an envier at the Gofpel and its fuccefs ! God
~ forbid that Tor any faithfuul Minifter,’ fhou!d e-
3 ver be guilty of fo odious 2 fin | I fpeak without
r‘?%’e& of perfens : It is eafie ‘and ufualboth 11
publick allowed Churches, and in privater af-
* femblies, to preach osr felves while we feem tO
be preaching Chrift; and by our perverfe ,per’?‘-
ing to feek r?i]'ciplu and cftcemers for oar [elV%5.
when we are preaching up felf-denial, and feem
to be moft zealous for the faving of fouls. Abts.30. -
0. 11 " '
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_Jmime Cbziﬂs love and t‘ma'er.”.eﬁ;, 343 3

DIRECT. VIII.

Remgmber Chrifls ir:tmﬂ in the weakeff of
his [ervants, and do sahing to them which
Christ will nos take wells '

Y Hink well how f1r he beareth with them,and

L how far he owneth them, ‘and how tender
he isof them in -all their weaknefles. If it be 2
member of Chrift that you are oftended with, -

though you muft never the more love the faslts

Yet remember how you muftafe the perfon, It was
not for noching that he fetteth lirtle children be-
fore his difciples, when he would teach them not
only hamility , bue refpeét and patience towards
each other by his example. Marh. 18. Andhow
terrible a paffage isitv. 5, 6. who [0 [hall recoive
ne fuch litrle child in my name s receiverth me : But
who [0 fball offend one of thefe little ones that Lelieve
in me,it were far bevser bim that 4 wsilffone were bang-
ed about bis neck and that he wert drowned inthe depth
of the fea. ~ And Math. 2. What 15 done toone of
the leaft of his breshren ( fot fo he calleth then'_x)
Chrift judgeth as done unto himfelf. He will
_not break the brn fed reed, nor qutncb the {moa-
~ king flax, until he bring forth judgement vnto
vi&ory. Remember but Chrifts intercft in them
and affeions to them, and imitate his tendernels
and pity,

- - DI'RECT.
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75

DIRECT. IX. .

~

Difinguifh between weaknefs of Gifis and of

Grace, and vemembor that many that ar¢
weak 11 the widerffanding of matters "f

Church-ordery may yet be ftronger in gract
than you. , : :

_YE is the feongeft Chriftian and che moft
Godly man, who hach the greateft Lovero

God, and hzavenline(s of mind and life : And
this may be the cafe of many a one, who by fome
errourabouc the circumftnces of difcipline and
worfhip, is yet a trouble to the Charch. H?
that offendeth yo1 by his miftake and unwarranta-
“blefingularity, toagh he ba weak in judgement
inthatpaint, andperhipsin many other contro=
verfies, may yet bea far fironger Chriftian, than
I who {ee his errons: Ha may have more Lov¢
to God and man, -more humility and felf-dental,
more fear of finning, and more fitnefs to die, and
more heavenly defires, and patience in tribulaz
tion.  Letustherefore value men according to
tae Image of God upon them , 2nd not defpife
themas weak ingrace, bzcaufe they are weakn

this point of knowledge : Though ftill their ef=

rours are not to be owned.

T A SRRV




— Sremdiference of all mensminds. 347

DIRECT. X.

Gﬁurc{: and of all mankind: What firange .
asfparity there isin mens underflandings !
and how the Church on earth is Hofpttal
of difeafed (onls, and moone man perfectly
healed in this life. B ‘

~ #tmcmber the ‘common calamity of the

V Ho can[ay I bave made my heart clean
: Prov. 20. 9. He thatis kept from prea
ﬁ"f’pmam fins;and heartily prayeth and friveth a-
Sainft ‘his known infirmitiess and is defirons to
know his unknown fins that he m‘acly‘avoid tham,
hath areained fo far 2s to be juflified by Chrift,
and Joved of thofe who love 2s Chrift doth. Pfal,

- 19, Foh, 3. 19,20., Seneca couldfay that to

Carpat thae fanle, which was every mans fanlty
18 not to reprove an oftender, but to reproach hn-
-Mane pature and all mankind : Chriftians indeed .
- Muft [ament even the vices which are common to
d?l?raved nature, but it is with a common lamen=-
fation, which falleth on one man no more than
Onanother. Evenas we lament mortality, which
15 the common punifhment of mankind. ~ Bat he
thatwonld have punifhment inflicted fcr 2 faule
which is common to all, would have all men puni~
thed or is partial. : :

If our infirmicies are ot all the very fame,
yetit is certain that we are all infirm. Yea we
are al] of imperfec and erroneons underftand-
ings, though all errnot the fame erronr.  And
TRENHORS AU AT s
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: We are every man certain in general thar we have
y ersours,though no man know in particular whic
be his own errours! ( For itisa contradi&ionto §
fay that while I err in judgement I know my €r=
rour) fothat other men know our erronrs when
we know them net our {elves 5 as we know theirs
which are unknown to them. For asall have
their common defelts, {o moft men have their pe-
euliar defe&s and errours, and others excel thofe
perfons in fome particnlars , who excel chem in
almoft all che reft. Therefore ifno errour were
to be tolerated, no man were to be tolerated:
And the wifeft in the woreld muft be numbere
with the intolerable as weil as the reft, - And eve-
ryome that punitheth others, muft be confci-
ous of the {ame intolerable evil in himfelf , 4D
that nothing buc poser exemptech him from the
fame fuffering, and therefore none but the King
1 ; thould efcape. 7nmany things we offend al : There=
E : fore be not many Mafkers (too imperioss ox 100 cen-

Jorioms towards diffenters and the infirm) lef ye ré
ceive the greater condemnation. Jam. 3. 15 2.

GOD who is One, hath made the creatures
MANY and divers: And the further they £9
from Him, the more thay run into multiplicity a0

: diverfity + Ttis admirable in Natare tofee that 2~
r mong the millions of perfons in the world, rhere
areno two that differ not fufficiently to be difcer”
nable from each other: And among the briits
and inanimates jtis fo too: Among horfes a0

oxen and fheep and all ereatures, yea thongh #7
ovwm ovs imilins be a proverb, yet there are e
gwothat donotdiffer: No nor among che m‘,’:
fions of ftones which Iye fcattered aver the g:c

.
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face of the earth, There are no two perfonsin-

“‘.‘ the world , who are juft of the fame incelle-
A ual complexion and degree , nor no two whe
feln all things of the fame opinions or appre-
lenﬁons: No nor any one man who isinall things
ong of the fame apprehenfions and opinions with
imfelf : Nor is there any man whofe thonghts and
#ffections do perfe@ly confent wich themfelves.in
matter and order , any two hoars in all his fe,
And if multiplicity and diverfity have fo much canfe
0 naryre . how much more muft needs be ad-
ed by the common corraption and pravity of pa-
ture? When all mankind hath fo much ignorance
. of the myferies of Religion, and {o many de-
~ grees of enmity and unfuitablenefs to holy
things , a great difference of judgement i an un~-
avoidable confequent of this- , :

And mens various edacations; and converfe, and
employments muft needs caufe a great variety of
apprehenfions : Astheir #4sure fo their education
may agree in fome generals : But there are no
two perfons at agein the world, whofe edscations.
have been the fame inall particulars ; Though they
Were children of the fame parents, and bred in
the fame beafe and time, YU all that they have [een
and beard and medled with hath pot been in all

points juft the fame : the (ame in matter , and

time and order and all circumftances. And we
fee what great diverfity of judgements any one
of thefe doth daily caufe. To have parents of
feveral minds and tempers : To be bred in fami-
Lies where there is great diverfity of knowledge
and pra&ife : To live among company of con-
trary principles and practile 3 when one man

. e heareth

l
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'One hath friends chat are kind and conftant ,

)
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heareth one '2bing, talke of and maintain’d in |

his daily converfe, and another the contrary:

" 'When one hath a teacher of one opinion and ano-

ther of another's Or one Hath'a seacher that i8
cold, and ariother one that is fervent s one 2Ju-
dicious one, and another a rafh and intemperate

one ;5 ‘what diverfity of apprehenfions may arife

from any one of thefe » ’
And fo there may from variety of paffions of

the mind, through a diverfity of bodily tempe-

Tatures : One that is navirally fearfulis apt to
apprehend a thonfand thingsas terrible; and con-
fequently tobe filled with fcruples, and te rup
away from doftrines and pra&tifes as dangerom s
Where another doth apprehend no danger. An

one that is dark, or incredulous, or rafh or ﬂuf
Pid, 'or hardened by any finful conrfe ; js apt to
conceive that he is {afe in every dangeromns ways
and tofleep quietly at the brink of death and hell,
and to laughy"at them that tell him of his peil ¢
Asmen it under the fame inflrn@ions with va-
riery of affeions , offear or hope, . of Love of
fl?tred, of joy or forrow, {5 varioufly are they
difpofed co apprehend what they hear, feeing res
cipiar ad modum recipientis. » R
~‘And variety of Gods difpofing providences
muft needs alfo have fome fuch effe@, While
éne isrich and another ispoor ; one hath croffes
of divers forts, and another hath profperity 5 onc

_ Isfulland another is hemgry s one is obferved s

admiredand hononred , and another is taken lit-

tle notice of, or is vilified and defpifed 5 One . .

hath many friends and another many enemies:.
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- Cuufes of diverfity of judgemenis. 3 g1
the other fuch 4s areunkind and mutabje; Orejs
Preferred by Rulers | and the other is suined or
opprefled 5 All thefe will oc czficn variety of 3p-
Fg:‘i}enﬁons; As it was with the Lady who ccm-
ginverycold, in afreftyday, pitied thena-
ed beggars at the door; but when the was well
Warmed chid them away : We all fird that ocur
apprehenfions are very apt to vary in fickne(s
rom what they were in health ; and in poverty
Tom what they were in plenty ; and when we
are angred, difpleafed or abufed, from what chey
Were when we were pleafed ¢ Yea when we have
ut read a tively book, or heard a lively Sermon,
from what they were before our affeCtions were
fo excited. ‘

: f\lfo variety of 2 e_mpta}i_on: may ocqaﬁon greac
Variety of apprehenfions : When one mans temp-
tations are all alluring , to Inft or gaming or

age-playes, or Romances, or drunkennefs, or
Sluttony. or paftime ; and anothers temptatioss
are all tg melancholy , and inordinate atfteritics
and defpair ; When one man is tempted to er-
rours of one kind, and anotfier o the contrary.
Even he that overcometh in the main,yet feldome
fo far conquereth s to receive no mifimpreffion
upon his mind. ‘ : i

Morcover variety of (ullings, ffudics and ens-
ployments occafioneth variety of apprehenfions:
A'mans mind is much wrought upon by the bu- -
finefs and obje&@s which he js_daily converfant a-
bout : And therefore we find that ufually the

Courtier, the Souldjer, the Sea-man, the Citi-

zen and the Country-man much differ in their -

“apprehenfions. And ufnally (though notevery™
: ~indivi-
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indivicual yet ) as to the mu part, all men ar€
wifeft in theit emn profeffions 1 Lawyers are wifeft
in matters of Law and Divinesin matrers of Di-
vinity. 'Opportunities of ffady, and inffruttion
make exceeding great differences in the world:
The Lawyerand T’hyﬁcian perhaps may on the
by, have beftoweda few years time ip Divinity,
in the midft of other interrupting fludies: When
the Divine hath ftodied almoft all his life, and
drawn out his meditations in one uningerrupte
theeds And fo we difcern that Lawyers and Phy-
ficians have oft different apprehenfions,of matters
of do@rine, worfhip and difcipline, from thofe
of the beft Divines. R T g

- And diverfity of Interffs maketh no fmall dif=
ference of apprehenfions, And thofe that ar¢
advantaged by their helps and ftudies may be dif-
advantaged by their intereffs. And therefore W&
fay the Magifirate and the [ubjeét, the Lawyer 30
the Divine, the Prelate and the Presbyrers the P4
pift and the Prorefban ( both Princes, Prelfyes and
Pesple) fofrangely differ in their thoughts 3 that
one [eemeth certain of that which another feemet
certain tobe falfe; and one ventureth his falvati®
on on that, which another ventureth bis falvati=

‘on againft. Imterest worketh fecretly and tco

much with the beft 5 but openly and predomi®
nantly with the worft. S e
And then the intereft and opinion of the fe=

veral Kingdomes, Churches, Paftors, parties %

SeQs which men are relatedto , or areengage‘
with, doth {trongly tend to different apprehen
fions  in all matters which thofe intcuﬁ;_“f’
concerned in.  And many very good men't l:?xati
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i f _ihat PHblick insereft may be allowed much power ;

S¢denied, 1sip not a wonder to fee,not only that
MR 211 Chriffiags are incorporated into one fe&
|| O%Parsyor othersbut how eafily the inconfiderable
| Tealons of thejy party can prevail with them, and
OW hardly the batter reafons of their adverfaries,

€M to them of any weighe or worth? Not on-

¥ the parties of Papifts and Proteftants, Luthe-

Tahs and Reformed, &z, thew this 3 but in the
fame Chyych the Regularsand Secuilars, the Bi-,
Ops and the Jefnits, the Dominicans and Je-

gl:oﬁ their mirids, though private and perfonal mufk

Al faits, the Thomifts, Scotifts, e declarejt.

d the difference made by nataral capacities ig
Yet more thanall this. ~ Wheti one man is born
'0 2 diller ynderftanding , and another hath 2

Bick and clear apprehenfion 5 All that thefs
| Menread and hear and meditate on, is like to
' Makedifferent impreffions on their minds. And

this is che greateft ching of anyone, Which ma-

eth many controverfies endlefs , and’ maketh

- Ooth Divines and people run away from one ano=
€r as dangeroufly erroneous : If 2fewmen
ive clearer underftandings than the duller and :
inftudied fort, they are like to be the minor part:

For the dull and flothfal (and yet felf-conceited)

Will ever be the greater part, many to one, till

the golden agereturn. And when all the wo;l_-d

€eleth the confequents of this difference, can wa
doubt of it, orfo far doté , 2s to think it peffible

O cure jt ? : 2

. Yea lth"e variolls degrees of the Grace of Go{’f
do Cereainly alfo make gro:a;1 w’n?ekty 0;: a{;;ptrri;

,  When God giveth tofome thofe true
.Rﬁan. When God Bive pver




. fhll too ftrong for Abel’s fucceflors, and toov?” |

'ﬁgb.m'b' againft ibe [piziv and the [pir ” Agat ’

e e Y
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illuminations - thofe thirfting defires after truthy
thofe heart-experiences,thofe delightfalrelifhes
thofe powerful effeéts'and vickories; which he g1°
‘veth not to others, they are made todiffer & muft
needs !.'laVe different apprehenfions of fuchthings.
In which fen{e Chrift {aith , that he came not t0
fend peace bms divifion, that is, tobe fuch 2n ob-
jo&, and preach fo holy 2 do@rine, and give fach
grace,” as would-accafion divifions , by making, his
fan&ified ones differ-from the world, and occ*
fioning the erritation of the worlds malig=
oty aemalliegy exidist - Sqnal
. And indeed the. granddifférence berween the
.feed-of the woman and of ‘the ferpent, the holy
and the carnal feed 5| is thar which igthe root of
the gresteft-and foreft divifions in the worlés
-which will never be’xeconciled till Chrift 4t
-day of judgement fhalk fay to one pare, Come ¥
"blefed; and to thie other Go ye surfed:z. For the ¢ |
~nal vrind ¢5 enmiry againft God 5 and x}notfﬂl’].'& 1
~kisilan, mor indeed can be (in [enfn compofito.) Ront. |
»-3,;.6‘7, 8. It wasnot for nothing that God per- |
~mitted that great eruption of it, in che firft man - |5
‘ghat ever wagborninto the world, againft s
-nocent brothers life, on che bare account of §

‘theit religion facrifices)  And the. Cainites are |

-ecanfe bis ewn works were.evil and his brothers 718 ;
reims, Gen.4.10, 11, 1 Joh.2< 12, And as
faith of the two fons O Abrabams,as be thas ## bor®

of the flefb-  perfecused bim ‘thar was; bern 4 m"‘,ﬂ:
fpirit, even foit-2snww., Gal. 4. 3‘9.'1:91 the | :ﬁl
?

-
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Jefbrand tf)e[ ¢ are contrary the one to the other, Gal.
3.17. And that which is born of she flefb is flefb; &

¥44: which 4 bora of the #irit s [pirit. Johs 3. 6.
€

dAnd they that are of the flefb do [avour mind or iin~

¢rftand ihe thingf of the fle[b, and theythar are af-
1. ‘?’fﬁig“it domind. the things of the [pirir. Rom.S.
- 3,6. Our heavenly teacher told his difciples, that
¥rhey were of the world the world would love
them ;. but becanfe they are not of the world, but

2 had chofen them out of the world, the world

, - Would hate them (even asit hated him.) Fob. 1 5.

18,19, 24, 25. Job. X7.14. And every one that
f:iﬂtb cvil bateth l‘?: ligbt.{ Feb. 3. 19,120, : No[hiﬁg'
then canbe furer or plainer to a believer, than
that there will be ftill ‘as great divifions and
diverfitie of apprehcnGons as radicated enmity
' €an breed. . T
- And ( to prevent many objeions ) let thefe
three chings be noted. ,. oy, 5y

.. Eirft, That this grand difference which licth
in the greareft matters, in head and heart, muft
needs have influence npon abundance of inferi-
our controverfies : Both as the Perfons and main
caf are concerned in them. Realon and ex-
perience have put this paft controverfie., -
. Secondly , Thac this doth not concern on=
ly the wifitle Charch and the world , but the

Vifible Church within it [elf : Forall the Hypocrites 3

and carnal worfhipperss have fill the Cainifb fer-
Pentine narure = Yeathofe that by advancages and,
interz{t are brought over to the Orthodox as well

as Chriftian fide. And it is2 happy Church where =

the Hypocrises are not the greaser par: Andit s
Reither great Learning, nor degtees, nax the Pa-
T e 8 ftoral
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ftoral oftice , nor the profeffion of the higheft
zeal, whichwill ferve turn to cure the carnal en<
mity, without the fan&ifying fpirit of grace. SO
that when controverfies arife, we fee nos in the hy-
pocrizes that carnal mind , which in the fricteft
profeffion, or greateft learning , or moft venesa-

ble fun&ion, will work againft the intereft of ho-

linefs: But we are fure thse there it %5 thougb
we know not the perfons in whom but by the full
effe&ks.

Thirdly, And note alfo that chere is 4 mixture
or rempant of this unhappy root and principle €
ven in the [anttified themfelves,  And itis hard i
a‘coneroverfie to perceive in ewr felues, Much

more inothers , how smuch our judgements M3y . i

bemoved by this party; and what infuence 5
may have into our conclufions.

So that all this maketh it bue too'manifefts
what a certainty there js of perperual differe™
ces in the Church, upon all thefe forefaid ¢
counts- ) '

Add alfo chis great and unavoidable caufe, tht
one erronr leadesh in another: And no man be¥3
without fome ; and every one being generativts
and inferring more, what will it come to when
all thofe lfo fhall have their of-[pring ? &nd th
further they go, the more they will increafe 30
multiply ? :

Andasthe judgement by one is 12id open 117
anicher (€ven as trurh inferreth trach ) o the i s
isengaged, and efpoufeth mens own OmeDIsu a':
their inrereff ; which maketh them ftrerch ¢ cx.
wits in ftudy to maintain what once they haves
ceivedand afferted : Ard alas how oftcnh;‘c’:r 3,
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Caufes of different | bdgcme'ni:. & 5_7"

i"?fd wife and reverend perfons cry ont againft
IS pride and partiality 1n others, who in their
fext difcourfe or the fame,have thamefully thew-
41t in themfelves : making much of their own
Inconfiderable reafonings , and vilifying cogent
vidence againft them; and being To intent on
their own 1nventions and caufe, that chey could
Carce have patience to hear another fpeak ; And
When they have heard him, their firft words thew,
thltthcy never well weighed the ftrength of his
Atgumengs, bucwere all the while thinking what
0 fay againft his1, orhow to goon aschey had
Cgun,
. Laftly ( not to runinto any more caufes) there
1Sanunverfal lamentable caufe of difterences,
that almof} all people naturally are apt to be ve-
*y confident of all their omn apprehenfions , And ve-
ry few have any dwe [ufpicion of their own opini-,
ons; or an underftanding fubmiffion to wifer
men, Yeaboyes (that are once paft their Tu-
tors di@ates ) and the weakeft women , are u-
€aally a5 confident that they are in the right,as the
Moft learned and experienced perfons. “Yea "
" Done are fo apt to be too doubtnl and difidenc of
their own underftandings, 2s the Learned who
are nextchs higheft form : For they have koow-
ledge enongh to know what can be objected a5 -
2inft them, and to fee an hundred difficaltics,
which the ignorant never faw.  So that the more
weak & worthlefs and erroneous any ones ) uc!gmcn‘.
15, ufually the more furious are thcy 1n their pre-
ecution of it, asif all were mo@t cersain tratk
Which they apprehend : Thefe are the boldeft

both in (24 cuions 3 ag being fo fare
th lI? [chifins and perfecn lé é : ol v
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‘that their conceits are right, that they dare cen-
[rre ox feparate or [eorn ox defpife, ot afflict diffen-
ters. PRy 3 . 3
Ttisa common thing to hear religious people
[peak_meanly and humbly of their own underftan-
: dlngs in the general 5 Butwhen it cometh to p47~
, siculars 5 it is the rareft part of humiliry i €
‘ world, to find: Very few do fhew any,compe™ §
; tent modefly (" except the grofly ignorant who
have no pretence to wifdome ) : What abundanc®
of good people of thedarker fort,have I been fail
to rebuke for their ovsr-valuing me and my under-
Panding ;3 who when I have but croft their opinions
‘abput any thing , which moft groundlefly , they
took for a duty or a fin,have held as faft their vain
coriceits, and made as mich of thejr moft fenfe-
: lefs reafonings, and as paffionately and confident”
£ " lyreje@ed the moft unqueftionable proof whic
= ~ T haveoffered them, as if they bad been infailiblty
and had taken me for anerrant fosl. .
. And thisisnot the cafe of one or tWO Sects
only 3 but naturally of almoft all men , till God
hath caught them that rare part of humility > £
have Humble Underlt andings , and low thoughts ‘?f
their own judgements;and 3 due fufpicion of thelf

apprehenfions.© © ¢ S3%
~* 7 Andtheircureisthe harder becaufe they know
not-how to have a humble fufpicion of them: elves
without rupning into the centrary extream g
fcepticifa, and being cold and unfaithful to €€
“truth; They know not how to hold faft that YVE_“,C-C
4 good, and tobe conflant in-religion, WItHE
“halding faft all which they have once coneeite? o
be good, and being conftant in their %F;:ci::

8
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3 1'm] commen Fraviisess. : 355? |

Efpeci;uy when good or ewil is voted to them by
that party whofe picty they moft efteem and re- :
Yerence, F A |
Nor is this a Religions diftemper only , but itis
O natural to mankind, that even in common matiers =
Deighbours and nejghbours, mafters and fervants,
husdand and wife, and almoft all, have 2 range |
diverfity of apprehenfions: One thinks that chis : g
isthe beft way, and another that the other is befls g
and let them reafon and wrangle it out never {0 f
long, ufiaily each party ill holdeth his own,
and hardly yielderh to anothers reafons. ~ - .
And when they doyield , they are fo anhappy
that thcy are as like toyield to one more erroneoss
th_ﬂn themfelves, and to change into 2 worfe Opi=
Dion, asto yield to the truth.  For commonlys’
Appearance, Advantage, Intereft, and a taking tone
‘agd voice, do more wath them than folid evidence .
of truth. s oy | - I g ..
Qut of all this if you infer'a neceffity of Ge- R
Vernment, fodol. Batifaneceflity of force and .
rigor, think on it again, and firft hear what I fhall-
further {ay: And confider what I haye faid al~
ready, Diftinguifh between thF comman frail-.
ties of mankind, and [pecial enormities : And fore,
get not thac you are men and live among men::.
And lec not men be caft out for Original in3 : Ugf i
punifh a few for that which is commen €0 all the:
world ; Nor condemn not your felves 1n con=
demning others, Ofwhich I further add :

e ) i\

e icusiie it s St i i ooy
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DIRECT. XI

Evermore diftinguilb between the neceffary
srushs and dusses, and thofe whichare nob
of necefiiry 5 and berween the Tollerable
and the intollerable eryonrs s And never
think of &2 Common Unity or Concordy b
#pon she terms of mecoffary points, and ‘ff

; the primitive [fimplicity of dectrine, difci-

; : pline and worfbip  and 1he for bearance of

| diffenters in sollerable differences,

IF I were to fpeak but once to the world whi-
left T lived, this fhould be my Theam : And-
yet ( for ought that I can perceive by any vifible
i effels) I never fpake of any thing with lefs fuc-
cefs. One party writeth copioufly of che mif-
chiefs which will follow Tolleration. And they
fay true, ifthey mean the tolleration of things in-
tollerable : T he other write as copioufly of the ne-
cefliy of Tolleration and Libersy of Confcience :
And they fay true,if they mean only the Tollera-
tion of things tollerable, “But neither of them faith
, : true if they mean sniverfally, and fpeak in any 0-
| ther fenfe : There is nothing more plain and
fure, than that the tollerating of all errowrs 4”4
faulis which confcience may be pretended for, oF
of none ar all, are utterly deftru&ive of Chriftian
: and humane peace and fafety, He is fcarce well
< in hiswits that holdeth ejther part univerfally and
| unlimitedly : For the one would have no GO;; ‘;‘
1 , nent;,




