
©f Elymu, AZt. i j . 8, I 0 . [ O f«// of fubtlety ml 
*U mifchitfs, than child of the devil and enemy of*j* 
rightemfnefs, wilt thou not ceafe to pervert the right 
w*yes of the Lord } Satin would never transform 
feimfelf into an Angel of Light, nor bis miniftcrs 
into the Minifters of Righteoufnefs ; nor would 
Pharifces and hypocrites cover oppreflion hy 
hngprayers, i f Light, Rigbteoufnefs, and long pray
ers , were not laudable in themfelve*, and ne-
ceffary in the preachers of the word of God, and 
bad not agoodnefs in them capable of being a 
cloak to their iniquity. zCor. n . 14, 15. ^ a t : 

14. God is Light. 1 Job. 1 . And God it 
Holy: I f therefore Satan or any hypocrite would 
credit their falfliood and wickednefs, they muft 
pretend to Light and Holinefs i And he that will 
keep up the true honour of his Miniftery , and 
be accepted with God, and reverenced by good 
men; n n f t do it by red Light and Holinefs' 
An ungodly Minifter hith a radicated enmity 
to the holy doctrine which he preacheth 9 and 
to the holy duties and l i fe which he exhorteth the 
people to : And how well, how fincerely , how 
readily, how faithfully, they are like to do the 
work which they are enemies to, you may eafity 
judge. The carnal mind is enmity to God : for it 
notfabjeSl to his law, nor indeed can be. Rom. 8, 
6, 7, 8. I lent v that they are not enemies to the 
homur nor to the mtintenance .- and therefore may 
force themfelves to do much of the outftde of the 
work .- But where there is an inward enmity to 
the life and ends of i t , we can expect bur a tor-
m i l , unwilling, and unconftant difcharge of wen 
unpleafing daty. Truth is for Gwdnefs 



€tds contempt ef bad Mtniftcrs* 

*>no»ledge which makcth yoa not <jmd is loft, and 
i l J t n mift its end- I f therefore your Love to Gqd 
and man, your mortification and unblameablenefs 
o f l i f e , your heavenly mindedneft, be no greater 
than the peoples ( or perhaps much lcfs ) do not 
Wonder i f you lofe your honour with them, and 
i f you grow contemptible in their eyes. Mai. z. 
l o . 14. I have no pleafare in yon faith the Lord*— 
£ tiffed he the deceiver which hath in his flock, a male 
*ni voneth and facrificeth to the Lord A corrupt thing, 
Mai, 2. And now O ye Priefts, this commandem ent 
u for you : If ye will not hear, and if ye mil not lay 
it to heart 9 to give glory to my name, I mil fend a 
cwfe upon yon— The L*w of truth in LeviV 
mouth, and iniquity wot not found in his lips: He 
walked with me in peace and equity, and did turn 0-
Tvay many from iniquity \ For the Priefis lips fhouU 
keep knowledge > and they fhould feek^the law at his 
mouth ; for he ii the weffenger of the Lord of Hofis: 
But ye are departed out of the: may ; ye have caufed ma
ny toflumble. at the Law, ye have corrupted the Cove
nant ef Levi, faith the Lord of hofis: Therefore al-
fo have I made you contemptible and bafe before all the. 
people,according as ye have net kept my waye$,but kave^ 
heen partial in the Lave, 

1 Sam. 2.1 j . 24,3 P. The fin of the young men was 
very great, before the Lord ; for men abhorred the 
offering of the Lord :— Te make the Lords people to 
tranfgrefs — Wherefore kjeky* ** m ) Iorifice, and at 
my offering, which I have commanded / faid in
deed thtf thy houfe - fheuld walk before me for ever : 
'But now the Lord faith, Be it far from me ; for 
them that honour me, I will honour , and they tadt 
defpife me fiall be lightly efiermed. 

I f 



3 3 1 g ods contempt of bad Mtniflers. 

I f as Mofes you ftand nearer to God than the 
people do, you muft be fo much holier than they* 
and your faces muft fhine with the beames of 
God in the peoples eyes. They that mth open 
pee behold in Chrijt as in a glafs the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the fame image from glory to 
ghry, ashy the ffirit of the Lord. 2 Cor. 3«7» 
17 ,18 . 

I f therefore by your low and common parts, 
and carnal lives, you make yourfelves contemp
t ib le , inftead of exclaiming againft the people, 
cry out againft your felves, and lament your 
fins; and the more you have aggravated the 
crimes of Schifm and other etrors in your flocks, 
the more penitently bewail your fin which cau-
fed i t , and remember that you have aggrava
ted your own tranfgrdfion. I f you are children 
in parts and goodnefs your felves, you are u»fr 
either to apbraid the people with their childii" 
weakneffes, or to cure them. 



D I R E C T , I I I . 

in all your public k Doftrine and private Con
ference , inculcate Bill the mccfjary con* 
\unUionof Holiness and Teace 5 and of t-he 
Love of Cod and Man 5 nd make thtm 
under ftand that Love is their very Holi~ \ 
nefs, and the fum ef their %f legion 5 the 
end of Faith, the heart of SancJification, 
And the fulfilling of the Law * y*nd that 
as Love to God uniteth us to Him9 fo Love 
toman, muftunite tssto we another 5 And 
that ail Do&rine or practice is againfi 
God and againft Chrifi and againfi the 
great work ° t t f j e s ? i r i t \ And is enmity to 
the Church nnd to mankind, which is a-
garnft Love aud Unity, ^refs thefe things 
In them all the year, that your hearers may 
be bred uf and nourifhed mth thefe princi

ples from their y nth, 

IF evefthe Church be recovered of its wounds, 
it muft be by the peaceable Difpoftthns of the 

Paftors and people. And i f ever men come ta a 
feeble Difpofmon, i t muft be by peaceable JJo-
S r » * and principles: And i f ever men corn* to 
peaceable Principles, it muft be by the ful l and 
frequent explication of the nature,, pre-emwnce, 
neceffnytndpwerdi Love, That they may neat 
t*\\hnmeb9 tnd filo*b t i l l Uve be made tneit 

* 9 4 Reh&teni 
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334 Breed up the People under the 

Religion, and become as the very Natural Heat 
and Conftitutim of their fouls. Arid i f ever men 
be generally brought to this, i t muft be by daily 
fucking it from thofe breafts which nourilh the* 
an the infancy and youth of their Religion, and 
by learning i t betimes as the mm of Godlinefs and 
Ckriftianity. And i f ever they come to this, the 
Aged experienced, ripe and mellow fort of Mini-
fters and private Chriftians, muft inf t i l i t into 
Schollars and into the younger fort of Mwifters,\hit 
they may have nothing fo common in their ears 
and in their ftudies, as Uniting-Love: That they 
may be taught to know that God is JLove^ And that 
he that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in God, and God 
in him. i Job. 4. 16. And that the Love of God, 
doth ever work towards his image in maa: 1 Job* 
4- 7> 115 * 2 > 2®. And that all men a* men have 
fome of his Image in their Nature, as they are / » -
telleftnal, Free Agents exalted above the bruits. Gen. 
9 6* And therefore we muft Love men is men, 
and Love Saints if Saints y That i t is Love to God 
and mm, which is the true ftate ©f Holinefs, and 
the New creature", arid which Chrift came to re
cover lapfed man to, and which the Holy Ghoft 
is fent to work, and all the means of grace are in
tended and fitted for, and muft be ufecPfor, or 
they are mifufed. In a .word, that FAITH 
WORKING Br LOVE . or LOVE and THE 
WORKS OF LOVE KINDLED BT THE 

SPIRIT BT FAITH IN CHRIST; isthe fuffl 
of all the Chriftian Religion. Gal. 5. 6,1 fr 3 2 « 
i Tim. 1. 5, 
K^He that crieth up tiolinefs and Ze'al9> without a' 
due commemoration of Love and titti* doth firit 

deceit 



'Dcttrines of Love and Concord. 3 g"j 

Receive the hearers about that very HM»((J and 
which he commendpth, whileft heJaaiely 

and fo falfly reprefenteth and defenbeth i t ; and 
coth not make tnem know hew much of Holinefe 
confftethin Love; ror that true zeal is Lwoit 
self in its fervinr and intenfe degree : And foped-
ple are enticed to think that Holinefsis nothing 
but the paffions cifear and grief, and earneft ex-
preffions in preaching ano prayirg, or fcrupu-
loufnefs and Angularity about fome controver
ted things , or iome other thing than indeed i t 
JSi And they are tempted to think that Chriftian 
*eal is rather the violence of partial paflions, and 
the fervor of wrath, and the making things fir*-
ful which God forbiddeth not? than the ftrvors 
of Love to Gcd and man* And when the mind 
is thus mocked with a faifeImage of Holinefs and 
fceal, i t is caft into a finful mold, and engaged in 
thepurfuit of an erroneous dangerous courfe of 
life ; An,d at laft i t Cometh to an enmity and con
tempt of that v hich is Holinefs and Zeal indeed " 
For i t accounteth Love but a Moral-vcrtue (which 
they ignorantly take for a diminutive title of the 
great and primitive curies required by the Jigh£ 
and Jaw of nature i t fe l f - ) And z,eatvm Love is 
accounted by them but a carnal and felfifl i com
pliance.andtemporizing, and apleafing of men 
inflead of Gcd s And x ueakui prcmotirg of Uni
ty and Pence, is taken but for a cowardly neutra
lity and betraying of fome truth, which fhouJd 
be earneftiy contended for. 

And on the other fide they that preach up Love 
to man, and Peace and Concord without puttirg 
fitft the Love of Cod, and a Holy and Heavenly 

mind 



$$6 HtAsh up Htlimfs and hace. 

toind and l i fe , they will cheac the poor ignorant 
carnal.people, by making them believe that God 
and Heaven may be forgotten , and good neigh
bourhood to each other is all that is needful to' 
make them happy. 

And they wi l l tempt the more religious fort to 
fin more againft Love and Peace than before : Be-
caufe they will think that i t is but a confederacy 
for Satan againft Chrift , and afubmiflion to the 
wills of proud ufurpers , to" ftrengthen their 
worldly mtereft againft godlinefs, which thefe 
preachers mean when they plead for peace. And 
thnsas I have known ungodly Preachers by cry
ing down Schifm, bring Schifm into requeft, 
while it Was no fuch thing as real fchifm, which 
they meant in their exclamations ( t i l l at laft the 
true eruption of fchifm with its monftrous efTe#sj 
made good people fee that fuch an odious fin there 
is 5 ) Even fo I have known that a carnal Prea
cher, contemning Holinefs, and crying up Love 
and Peace, hath tempted the people to have too 
light thoughts of Love and <Peacey (becaufe i t was 
but a confederacy in fin with' a neglcft °f godli-
nefs, which the preacher fccmed to cry up.)TiU 
riper knowledge better taughr good people to 
perceive, that Love and Peace are more Divine 
and excellent things, than carnal preachers or 
hearers can imagine. The wifedome fromabeje. 
is firft pre then peaceable: Let it therefore be * 
true conpnUion of Holinefs and Feace which you 
commend. 

D I R E C T . 



Be not t$o impatient with 3^7 

D I R E C T . I V . 

if el hers fjjew their weaknefs by any unwar~ 
rant Able /insularities or divtfions, Jhew not 
your greater weaknefs. ly pafsions, tmpa-
tuncy or uncharitable cenjures orufage ef 
them : efpeciaUy when any [elf'inter eft 
detb provoke you* 

NOne ufually are to fpleenifhly impatient 
at the weaknefs of DiiTenters or Separa

t es as the Pallors are ? And what is the caufe J 
Is i t becaufe they abound moft in Love to the 
fouls of thofe who offend, or them who are en
dangered by them ? I f fo, I have no more to fay 
to fuch. But when we fee that the Honour and 
Intereft of the Pallors is moft deeply concerned in 
the bufinefs,and that they are carried by their im 
fat'uncy into more want of Charity,than the other 
*xprefs by their fefaratvons; and wiren we fee that 
they well enough bear with themfelvesin fuch 
fins as this, or in others as great; and that they 
can bear with as great fins in the people with 
too much patience, when their own intereft 
concurreth not to raife their paflions; in fucfi 
eafcsvvehave reafonenough to fear, left pridd * 
and felfifhnefs have too great a part, in much that 
is faid and done againft fchifm in the world. 

Is i t a greater fhame for children to ay and 
Wrangle with the Nurfe and one another or for 
ĥe JVurfe or Parents to go to law with them for 

J t> or to hate them, and turn them out of doors ? 



2 3 8 The maknefle$ of the people\ 

Is i t a tault for children to be fo impatient as to 
cry and quarrel? And is i t not a greater fault 
in Parents that pretend to greater wifdome 5 f ° 
be impatient with them for it ? I know you will 
fay that Parents muft not be fo patient with fin, as to 
hdve their children nn^orretled : But , I anfwer, 
correction muft not be the eftecl: of imfatiencyy 

but of Love znc\ wife dome and dhlike of fin, and 
muft be chofcn and meafured in order to the cure 
of i t . Its one thing to be angry for God againft 
fin, and its another thing, to be angry for our 
felves againft the crofting of our wils and inter-
efts : A u its one thing to correct fo as tendeth 
to a cure j And another thing to be' revenged or 
do mifchief, or to caft out of doors. Are nor 

guilty' of Minifierial weaknejfes in preaching and 
praying 5 and of many omiffions in your private 
overfight? And do you think that i t is meet for 
the people therefore to revile you with odious 
titles, and f l i r up the Magiftrate againft you for 
your infirmities ? 

Is it feemly for them who are the fathers of 
the flock and mould excel the people in Love 
and lowlinefs, in patience and gentlenefs and 
meeknefs, to be fo proud and paflionate, as to 
ftorm againft the moft confcientious perfows, i t 
they do but fet light by m and caft off onr 
Miniftery , though perhaps they hear and 
fubmit to others wiro are as able and as faitn* 
ful and more profitable to them than we? When 
we can eafiiier bear with a fwearer or drunk** 
orthe families that are prayerlefs and ungod'yj 
than with the moft religious^ i f they-do not cbooi 
aw Miniftery, but prefer fome others before » 



^JJ^mMtfomtPride of Minijlers. ^ 9 

th m o u e c d l { y i i ] z f ^ h e t i w e c a n ht** with 
i n p 1 , t h a v c no undcrftauding or ferioufnefs 
l u f f u , § l 0 n * t a 1 1 » b u t m a k e * h e world or their 
"its their l doIj , but cannot, bear with the weak 

^regularities of the moft upright and devout > I f 
tney were never fo irregular in preferring m be-
*Qtt others, and in leaving others to follow us, we 
« n eafily bear with them , and think their dif
f e r s may be weiiexcufed: And to fhew the 
flight of our pnde, we ftill are confident f whe
ther we are uppermoft or undermoft, whether 
We have pubiick liberty or are forbidden to 
preacp) that we are the perfons only that are in 
thenar , and therefore that all are in the right 
that follow us, and all are in the wrong that turn 
away from u S ; That i t it Unity and duty to f o l 
low us and adhere to w, and ail are Schifiria-
ticks who forfake us and choofe others. And 
thus the felfifhnefs and Pride of the Paftor^' 
taking an imprudent and impatient ftir again!* 
all whodiflike them, and applauding all how bad 
foever who adhere to them and follow them, is as* 
great a caufe of the disorders of the Church, as 
the weaknefs and errours of the people,-



34© Selfijkrepmf of SepAration* 

D I R E C T . V . 

Viftinguifh between thofe who feparAtefrM 
the Univerfal church, or from AU the Or
thodox or pure ft And Reformed parts of it* 
and thole who only forfake the Mtnipery of 

fsme one perfon, or fort ofper font, mthont 
refuftng Communion with the reft, 

i A S many cceafions may warrant a removal 
J£\ from a particular C^arch, but nothing can 
excufe a feparation from the Vniverfal (fkw»i 
fohe that feparateth only from fome particular 
Churches, and yet is a member of the Vniverjd 
Church, may alfo be a member of ChnftandJ* 
faved. He may be a fhriftian who is no member 
tfywflock,, yea or of any particular Church: 
But he is no Cbrijlian who is no member of the 
Vniverfal Church. Taut and Barnabas mty in 
the heat of a difference part from one another, and 
yet neither of them part from Chri/t or the Church 
Univerfal. * 

I do net excufe the fault of them who fin a-
gainft any one Church or Paftor : But I would not 
have the Paftors therefore fin as much, by makm» 
their fault greater than i t i s ; nor to fuffer tbci 
own intercft partially to call men SchifmaticK* 
•or Separates, in a fenfe for which they have no 
ground. I f they can learn more by another w 
riifterthan by me, what reafon have I to beor-
fended at their edification , ^ougb p c r h ^ s i o ^ 



S elfi/b reproof of Separation. J ^ J 

infirmity of judgement may appear in i t . A tree; 
pother that knovveth her child is like to thrive 
better by a nurfes milk than by her own, wi l l be 
fo farfrom hatred or envy either at the nurfe oc 
child, that (he wi l l confent, and be thankful, 
and pay the nurfe. Solomon made i t the fign o f 
the falfi mother, tjia? could bear the dividatnr, the 
hurt of the child for her own commodity; and 
of the true mother, that ihe had rather lofe her 
commodity than the child (hould fufer. And Panl 
giveth God thanks that Chrifi was preached, though 
i t was by them that did i t in ftrife and envy, to 
add afflitlion to his bonds. Phil, i . He is not wor
thy of the name of a Phyfician > who had rather/ 
the patients health were deplorate , than that he 
lhould be healed by another who is preferred 
before hint. I f I knew that man hy whom the ~ 
f alvacion of my flock were like to be more hap
pily promoted, than by me ( whatever infirmity 
of theirs might be the caufe ) I foould think my 
felf a fervant of Satan the envious enemy of fouls* 
*f I were againft i t . 



3 4 * Dislinguijb 6fSeparations. 

D I R E C T . V I . 

plftlnguijh between thofe who deny the Bsing 
of the Chutch or UMinijlery 3 from which 
they feparate: and thsfe who remove only 
for their own edification, as from a weaker 
er worfe UUinisler, and from a Church 

> more culpable and lefs pure. 

EOr thefe laf! are not properly Separates in a 
ful l fenfe : Though they think i t unlawful to 

]oyn with you, as fuppofing that you impofe fome 
fin upon them, or that you deprive them of dif-
ciphne or fome ordinance of God ; Whether 
they be in the rioht or in the wrong, yetf t i l l 
they hold inward Communion with y o u , in faith 
S n - d }6ve a n d in the fame fiecies of mrfhip. And 
this is fuch a communion as we hold with many 
torreign Churches, with whom we hare no local 
prcient communion. 

P l R E C r . 



D I R E C T . VII. 

Diftinguift between thofe who hold it /Imply 
unlawful to have communion witbyout, and 
thofe who only hold it unlawful to prefer 
your affembltes before thofe which they 
judge more pure $ but bold it lawful t& 
communicate with you occafionally 5 yCa: 
and fiatedly when they can have no bet
ter. 

I Excufe not all facb from the guilt of all-fin 
herein. For i f they prefer that Church or 

Miniftery which they fhould not prefer, k is 
their fin- But it is not that fin which of o!d hath 
been called Separation and Scbifm. While a man 
is free, i f he love himfelf we cannot wonder i f he 
choofethat fociety and Miniftery where he thin-
keth his falvation may be beft furthered and fe-
cured : A l l fober Divines who write of the Mi-
nijlery tnd of company, do declare that the diffe
rence between #W and W , yd good zndbc:ter,m 
both thefe,is of fo great importance, that all wife, 
menftiould be very careful of their choife. I f 
we may without reproach be allowed to be 
cautelous what wife we choofe, what mafter 
orfervants, what houfe, what neighbourhood, 
whatfoil, what ayr; Much more may we be al
lowed to be cautelous what Church and Mmftm 
we joyn wi th ; And i f we are allowed to cboofe 

B b 4 v v h a t 
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what Phyfician we wil l commit our health and 
lives to, and are not conftrained to ufe one that 
we judge to be ignorant or falfe, furely i t would 
be no heinous fchifm, i f the like liberty be gran
ted and ufed for our fouls. The very Papifts 

y / give the people liberty to ch»ofe the i r^»f<r /^> 
without removing their dwellings for i t : And 
furely my ccnfcience would tell me at laft, that I 
am very felfifh and proud i f I thought none fo fit 
to inftruct and edifie any of the people as my Celf? 
No nor tolerable in endeavouring i t . Have I not 
heard many, do I not know many, who preach 
more convincingly, more plainly and more pow
erfully than I ? And what harm is i t then i f the 
people hear them? So Chrift be preached, and 
the*people iriftru&ed, fan&ified and faved, what 
i f i t be done by another rather than by m e ? 

Have not I liberty to do my beft I Shall, 
I be an envier at the Gofpel and its fuccefs ! God 
forbid that I or any faithful Minifter, lliould e-
ver be guilty of fo odious a fin I I fpeak without 
refpecl: of psrfons: I t is eafie and ufual both in 
publick allowed Churches, and in privater af~ 
lemblies, to preach our felves while we feem to 
be preaching C h r i f t ; and by cur fcrverfe peach
ing to fee\^ difcifles and e/teenters for o»r felves, 
when we are preaching up felf-denial, and feem 
to be moft zealous for the faving of fouls. Acls*0* 
30. n . 



/ Imitate Chrijls love and tendernefs. 345 
1 ~ ' • — ~ —* 

D I R E C T . V l l l . 
A\ 
f j f \ Remember Chrift s inter eft in the make ft of 

hif jervants, and do nothing to them which 
Christ will not take well. 

W\ ' ~ • 
T ^ H i n k well how far he beareth with them>and 

A how far he owneth them, and how tender 
he is of them in all their weakneflfes. I f it be a 
member of Chrift that you are offended with, 
though you muft never the more love the fault, 
yet remember how you tnuft nfe the perfon. I t was 
not for nothing that he fetteth little children be
fore his difciples, when he would teach them not 
only humility , but refpea and patience towards 
each other by his example. Math. 18. And how 
terrib!eapaiTageisit^5^- r f " T 
one finch little child in my name , received me : But 
vhofo fhall offend one ofthefe little ones, that believe 
in me it retro far better him that a milftone »ere hang-
cd abont his ntckani th.uhe vert inrenti tn the depth 
efthefea. " And Math. z$. wk« » d™ 
the leifi ef his brethren ( for fo « » c t ^ C ^ 
Chrift jndgeth as done unto himfelf. He w 
not break the bru fed reed, nor queccb the lmoa-
king flax, until' he bring forth judgement un.o 

.viSory. Remember but Chriftsintereft in t,em 
and afteaions to them, and imitate his tenderneis 
and pity. 

DIRECT. 



1$$ Strortggracemiy fi tnd with fome errors^ 

D I R E C T . I X . 

Dlftingwjh between wsaknefi of Gifts and of 
Grace, and rememhr that m&ny that Are 
weik in the underfianiin^ of matters of 
Church-order, m iy jet be ftronger in grace 
than you. 

HE is the ftrongeft Chriftian and the moft 
Godly man, who bach rhegreateft Lweto 

ffbdy and heavenlinefs of mind and l i f e : And 
this may be the cafe of many a one, who by fome 
errourabout the circumftances of difcipline and 
worfh ip , is yet a trouble to the Church. 
that orfendeth you by his miftake and unwarranta
ble Angularity, though he be weik in judgement 
in that point, and perhaps in many other contro
ve r t s , may yet be a far ftronger Chriftian, than 
I who fee his erronr.: H2 may have more Love 
to God and man, more humility and felf-denial, 
more fear of linn;ng, and more fitnefs to die, and 
more heavenly defires, and patience in tribular 
tion. Let us therefore value men according to 
?ae Inage of God upon them , and not ddp'^ 
them as weak in grace, bscaufe they are weak in 
thi< point of.knowledge : Though ftill their e r ~ 
rours are not to be o vned. 

DIRECT. 



G r u t difference of ail mem minds. 3 4 7 

D I R E C T . X . 

^member the common calamity of the 

wdhwthe Church on earth is a Hofpua* 
rfdifeafcd fouls, and no one man perfectly 
Sealed in this life. 

MB fa I have made my heart clean? 
V y <j>y0V. 20. p. He that is kept from pre* 

fwptuow fins,and heartily prayeth and flriveth a-
§2inft his known infirmities, and is defirous to 
know his unknown fins that he may avoid them, 
hath attained fo far as to be juftified by Chrift, 
and loved of thofe who love as Chrift doth- Pfal. 
*9. job. 3. 19,20. Seneca could fay that to ( 

carp at th it fault, which was every mans fault, 
is not to reprove an offender, but to reproach hu
mane nature and all mankind: Chriftians indeed 
ttuft lament even the vices which are common to 
depraved nature, but i t is with a common lamen
tation, which falleth on one man no more than 
?n another. Even as we lament mortality, which 
is the common punifhment of mankind. But he 
that would have" puniilimeBt inflicted for a fault 
which is common to all, would have all men puni
shed or is partial. 

I f our infirmities are not all the very fame, 
y e t i t is certain that we are all infirm. Yea we 
f r e all of imperfect and erroneous underfhnd-
*ngs> though ail err not the fame errour. And 

we 
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we are every man certain in general thar we have 
erfours,though no man know in particular which 
be his own errours 1 ( For i t is a contradiction to 
fay that while I err in judgement I know my er-
roar) fo that other men know our errours when 
we know them not our felves , as we know theirs 
which are unknown to them. For as all have 
their common defeEls, fomoftmen have their 
culiar defects and errours, and others excel thofe 
perfons in fome particulars, who excel them in 
almoft all the reft. Therefore i f no errour were 
to be tolerated, no man were to be tolerated: 
And the wifeft in the world muft be numbered 
with the intolerable as well as the reft. And eve
ry cnje that punifheth others, muft be consci
ous of the fame intolerable evil in himfelf, * n (^ 
that nothing buc power exemptech him from the 
fame fnffering, and therefore none but the King 
fhould efcape. In many things m^end «f : There
fore be not many Mafters (top imperiote* or too cert* 
forim towards difenters and the infirm) left ye re* 
ceive the greater condemnation. Jam. 3. I> *• 

G O D who is One, hath made the creatures 
M A N Y and divers: And the further they g° 
from Him, the more they run into multiplicity an" 
divtrfity : I t is admirable in Nature to fee that a-
mongthe millions of perfons in the world, there 
are no two that differ not fufficiently to be difcer -

nable from each other: And among the bruits 
and inanimates jt is fo too : Among horfeJ1 ana 
oxen and fheep and all creatures, yea thoagh non 
cvnm ov3 fimliue be a proverb, yet there are no 
twothat do not differ : No nor among the flgr 
Sionsofftones which lye fcattcred over the 
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face c£the earth. There are no two perfons in 
a U the w o r l d , who are juft of the fame intelle* 
®ual complexion and degree , nor no two who-
* f ein all things of the fame opinions orappre-
«enfions: No nor any one man who is in all things 
long of the fame apprehensions and opinions with 
himfelf: Nor is there any man whofe thoughts and 
"ffettions do perfectly confent with themfelves.in 
matter and order, any two hoars in all his l ife. 
And i f multiplicity and diverfity have fo much caufe 
*n nature r how much more muft needs be ad
ded by the common corruption and pravity of na
ture? When all mankind hath fo much ignorance 
ofthemyfteriesof Religion,' and fo many de
grees of enmity and unfuitablenefs to holy 
things, a great difference of judgement is an un
avoidable confequent of this. 

And mens various educations, and converjcy and 
employments muft needs caufe a great variety of 
apprehenfions : As their nature fo their education 
may a^ree in fome generals : But there are no 
two perfons at age in the" world , whofe education*. 
have been the fame in all particulars: Though they 
were children of the fame parents, and bred in 
the fame heufe and time, yet all that they h a v e M 
tod beard and medled with hath not been in all 
points juft the fame : the fame in matter , and 
time and order and all circumftances. And we 
fee what great diversity of judgements any one 
of thefe doth daily caufe. To have parents of 
feveral minds and tempers: To be bred «1 fami- V 
lies where there is great divernty of ^ \ ^ 

• and praaife : To live among company ot con
trary principles and praatfe i when one man 
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heareth one thing. taJkt of and maintain'd in 
his daily converfe, and'another the contrary : 
When one hith a teacher of one opinion and ano
ther of another: Or one hnb a teacher that is 
cold, and another one that is fervent; one a j u 
dicious one, and another a rafh. and intemperate 
one; what diverfity of apprehenfions may arife 
from any one of thefc ? 

And fo there may from variety of fafions of 
the mind, through a diverfity ofbodiJy tempe
ratures: One that is naturally fearful is apt to 
apprehend a thoufand things as terrible, and con-
fequehtly to be filled with fcruplesx and t© run 
away from doblrines and pradtifes as dangerow 9 

where another doth apprehend no danger. And 
one that is dark, or incredulous, or rafli or itu* 
pid, 'or hardened by any finful courfe, is apt to 
conceive that he is fafe in every dangerous way, 
and to deep quietly at the brink of death and hell, 
and to langh^at them rhat tell him of his peril: 
As men fit under the fame inftru&ions with va
riety of afFe&ions, of fear or hope,. of Love or 
hatred, of joy or forrow, fo varioufly are they 
difpofcd to apprehend what they hear, feeing re* 
cipkttr ad modvmrecipientis. 

And variety of Gods difpofing providences* 
muft needs aIfo have fome fuch efte.<5t. While 
one is rich and another is poor ; one harhcroifes 
of divers forty, 2nd another hath profperity one 
is full and another is hangry; one is ohferved ,' 
admired'and honoured , and another is taken l i t 
tle notice of, or is vilified and ddpited; One 
hath many friends, and another many enemies? 
One hath friends chat are kind and conftant, s*fl 
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the other fuch asareunkind and mutable j Ore is 
preferred by Rulers , and the other is mined or 
oppreffed ; A l l thefe wil l oc caficn variety of ap-
prehenfions: As i t was with the Lady who ccm-
[ n 8 in very cold , in a f re f ty t lay , pitied tlsena-
*cd beggars at the door; butwhe^flie was well 
warmed chid them away : We all fird that cur 
aPprehenfions are very apt to vary in ficknefs 
from what they were in health • and in poverty 
from what they were in plenty ; and when we 
are angred, difpleafcd or abufed, from what they 
Were when we were pleafed I Yea when we have 
but read a lively book, or heard a lively Sermon, 
from what they were before ouraffeftipns were 
fo excited. 

Alfo variety otfempathm may occafion grcac 
variety of apprehenfions : When one mans temp
tations are'all alluring, to luft or gaming or 
ftage-playes, or Romances, or drunkennefs, or 
glutton*, orpaftime ; and anothers temptations 
are ail to melancholy , and inordinate aufterities 
*nd defpair 5 When one man is tempted to e*r-
roursof one kind, and another to the contrary-
Even he that overcometh in the main,yet feldome 
fo far conquereth as to receive no mifimprefliori 
upon his mind. 

Moreover variety of Ca^'mih ftHdies • m " 
floymints occafioneth variety cf apprehenfions: 
A mans mind is much wrought upon by the bu-
finefs and objeas which he is daily converfant a-
bout : And therefore we find that ufually the 
Courtier, the Souldjer, the Sea-man, the C i t i 
zen and the Country-man much differ in their 
apprehenfions. And ufualiy (though not every 

indivi-
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individual yet ) as to the m<Jtpart, all men are 
mfefl in their own frofejfions: Lawyers are wifeft 
in matters of Law and Divines in matters of D i -
vinity. Opportunities of ftndy and inflrutlion 
make exceeding great differences in the world* 
The Lawyer and Phyfkian perhaps may on the 
by, have beftowedafewyears time in Divinity, 
in the micft of other interrupting ftudies: When 
the Divine hath ftudied almoft all his l i f e , and 
drawn out his meditations in one uninterrupted 
thred* And fo we difcern that Lawyers and Pby-
licians have oft different apprehenfions>of matters 
©fdo&rine, worfhip and difcipline, from thofe 
of the beft Divines. 

And diverfify of Interns maketh no fmall. dif
ference of apprehenfions. And thofe that ate 
advantaged by their helps and ftudies may be dis
advantaged by their interefts. And therefore we 
fay the Magifhate and the fibjeB, the Lawyer and 
the Divine, the Prelate and the Presbytery theP**. 
pift and the Preteftant ( both Princes, Prelates and 
People) fo'ftrangely differ in their thoughts ; that 
one Jeemeth certain of that which another feemetn 
certain to be falfe; and one ventureth his falvati-
on on that, which another ventureth his falvati-
on againft. Interest vvorketh fecretly and too 
much with the beft ; ,but openly and predomi* 
nantly with the vvorft. - ; 

And then the intereft and opinion ofthefe-
veral Kingdomes, Churches, Parlors, parties or 
Seas which men are related to , or are engage0 

with, doth ftrongly tend to different appreflen-
lions , in all matters which thofe interelts arc 
concerned in. And many very good men tmn * 
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t ^ i > k ^ J ? m ? f a l l o w e d much power , 
be den A s> t h o u § V ^ w K ^ a m f t 
ilmoa.!*n^ISn n o t a w o n d c r t 0 f c e > n o t o n ] y t h « 
or 8 J ! c * r V ™ * 3 r e incorporated into one fef t 
reafnn*0rr ° L

t h . e r > b u t eafily the inconfiderable 
how h?r^ L l r

L

p a r t y c a n p r e v a i l w i t h t h c m * ™* 
feem . i y t h c b s t t c r r e a T ons of their adverfaries, 
Iv Vfi e m o f a n y . w « g h t or worth ? Not on-
ranf o f ^ P 1 ? 5 a n t l ^oteftants, Luthe-
f a " S a n d Reformed, tfv. Ihewthis j but in the1 

!5me Church the Regulars and Seculars, tbeBi-
i n ° p s and the Jefuits, the Dominicans and Te-: 

J»t«, the Thomifts, Scotifts, ^ . declare i t . ' 
A n d the difFerence made by natural capacities i t 
y e t more than all this. When one man is born 
t 0 * d i i n e r undemanding, and another hath a 
^ i c k and clear apprehenfion 5 A l l that thefe 

read and hear and meditate oh, is like to 
jnake different impreflionson their minds. And 
this is the greateft thing of anyone, which ma-
* « h many controverfies cndlds , and7 maketh 
°oth Divines and people run away from one ano-
! h e r as dangeroufly erroneous : I f a few men 
nave clearer underftandings than the duller and 
^nftudicd fort, they are like to be the minor part: 
**or the dull and flothful (and yet felf-conceited) 
Will ever be the greater part, many to one, t i l l 
the golden age return. And when all the world 
^eleth the confequents" of this difference, can was 
ooubt of i t , or fo far dote, as to think i t pofTible 
t o c u r * i t ? 
x Yet the various degrees of the Grace of God^ 

f° certainly alfo make great variety o1 appre-
henfions. When God giveth to fome thofe true 

C c i l lume 
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illuminations , thofe thirftingdefires after truth, 
thofe heart-experiences,thofe delightful relifhes, 
thofe powerful effects and victories, which he gi-
veth not to others, they are made to differ & mult 
needs have different apptehenficns of fuch things* 
In which fenfe Chrift faith ? that he came not to 
kn& peace bm divifion, that is, to be fuch an co* 
j e & , and preach fo holy a doctrine, and give for | 
grace, as would occafion divifions, by making h'S 
f an&ifled ones differ from the world, and occa
sioning the erritation of the worlds malig
nity. , 

And indeed the grand difference between trie 
•feed of the woman and of the ferpent, the holy 
and the carnal feed, is that which is the root o: 
the greateft and .foreft divifions in the world ; 
which will never be reconciled t i l l Chrift a r w c 

day of judgement ihall fay to one part* C e m e 1 
lleffcd, and to the other Go ye surfed t. forth!.Cn^ 
mi mind is enmity againft God , and is notfw* 
kil lajr, nor indeedl ean be (in fenfn compofito.j^0 ' 
•8.(5,7,8. I t was not for nothing that God per
mitted that great eruption of i t , in the firft m 
that ever was born into the world, againft his* ^ 
nocent brothers l i f e , on the bare'-account 
their religiom faerifices\ And the Cainites a 
ftill tooftrong for ^r / ' sfucceflors , and toorw 
merous. And why did he kjll hk brother ? & 
hc*nfe his. 6vtn works were evil and his brothers 
tern. Gen.4.10,11. i J o h . * . i 2 . Andasr 
faith of the two fons of Abrahams he that *# »^ 
of' thefiefj , perfected him that was born *Jteir J« 
fpirit, evtnfoit Unm. Gal. 4. %<)< - - F o r t t l t J y 
fightetb agafrft the ffirri md the ftiri^^'J^ 
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fi'ft>,and theft are contrary the one to the other. Gal. 
5.17- And that which is horn of the fiefh isfiefb^ & 

Tn*t which is horn of the fur it is fpirit. Jon. 3. 6. 
And they that are of the flejh do favour mind or tin-' 
"erfiand ths things oftbefiejh, and they that are af
ter thefpirit do mind the things of the fpirit. Rom, 8. 
5, 6. Our heavenly teacher told his difciplss, that 
if.chcy were of the world the world would love 
them j but becaufe they are not of the world, but 
he had chofen them out of the world, the world 
Would hate them,(,even as i t hated him.) Job. 1 
*8,19,14, 25. Joh. 17. 14. And every one that 
doth evil hateth the light. Jeh. 3.19,20. Nothing 
Jhen can be fure'r or pUiner to a believer, than 
that there wilf.be ftill as great divifions and 
diverlitie of apprehenfions as radicated enmity 
can breed. 

And ( to prevent many objeaiens ) let thefe 
three things be noted. 

F i r f t , That this grand difference which lietrj 
in the °re«teft matters, in head and heart, muft 
needs have influence upon abundance of inferi
o r controverfies: Both as the Perfons and makt 
c*u[e are concerned .in them. Reafon and ex
perience have put this pail controverfie. 

Secondly, That this doth not concern on
l y , the vifible Church and the world , but the 
viftble Church witbin it felf: For all the Hypocrites 
and carnal worihippers, have ftill the Cainifh fer-
fentine nature: Yea thofe that by advantages and, 
intereft are brought over to the Orthodox as well 
as Chriftian fide. And i t is a happy Church where 
the Hypocrites are not the greater part: And it is 
neither great Learning, nor degrees, nor the Pa-

Cc % fto«* 
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ftoral office, nor the prbfeflion of the higheft 
zeal, which wi l l ferve turn to cure the carnal en
mity, without the fan&ifying fp i r i t of grace. So 
that when controverts arife, we fee not in the^-
pcrites that carnal wind, which in the ftri&eft 
profeffion, or greateft learning, or moft venera
ble function, w i l l workagainlf the intereftof ho
linefs: But we are fure that there it u, though 
we know not the perfons in whom but by the full 
effects. 

Thirdly, And note alfo that there is i mixture 
or remnant of this unhappy root and principle t* 
ven in the fmtlified them/elves. And it is hard in 
a eontroverfie to perceive in our felves, much 
more in others, how 'much our judgements m*? 
be moved by this party: and what influence ft 
may have into our conclusions. 

So that all this maketh i t but too manifew? 
what a certainty there is of perpetual differen
ces in the Church , upon all thefe forefaid ac
counts. 

Add alfo this great and unavoidable caufe, that 
one erronr leadeth in another: And no man bexfl# 
Without fome; and every one being generative 
and inferring more, what wi l l i t come to when 
all thofe alfo fhal l have their off-faring ? and the 
further they go, the more they wi l l increafe and 
multiply? 

And as the judgement by one is laid open \ 
Another (even as truth inferreth truth ) fo the v% 
is engaged, and efpoufeth mens own ° P * n i

h

o n L > 
their interefi; which maketh them fetch tne 
w.ts in ftudy to maintain what once they have 
ccivedandaffertcd: Ar-d alas how often n*ve^ 
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!j? a r (* w ^ e a n d reverendpcrfons cry oat agSnft 
nrs pride and partiality in others, who in their 

difcourfeor the fame,have ftwmefully fhew-
*d l t in themfelves: making much of their own 
1 I l confiderable reafonings, and vilifying cogent 
*vidence againft them; and being fo intent on 
their own inventions and caufe, that they could 
scarce have patience to hear another fpeak ; And 
when they have heard him, their firft words Ihew, 
thatchey never well weighed theftrength of his 
*rguments, but were all the while thinking what 
to f a y againft him, or how to goon as they had 
b e § u n . 
. Laftly ( not to run into any more caufes) there 
Jsanuniverfal lamentable caufe of differences, 
thatalmo# all people naturally are apt to he ve
ry confident of all their orvn apprehenfions, And ve
ry few have any due fufficion of their opini
ons; or an underftanding fubmiflion to wifer 
*nen. Yea boyes (that are once paft their Tu
tors diaates) and the weakeft women, are u-
Cually as confident that they are in the nght,as the 
njoft learned and experienced perfonj. Yea 
none arc fo apt to be too doubtful and diffident of 
their own underftandings, as the Learned who 
^e nextthehigheft form: For they have know
ledge enoagh to know what can be objected a-
gi inf t them, and to fee an hundred difficulties. 
Which the ignorant never faw. So that the more 

reorthlefs and erroneous any ones judgmen . 
i j > ufually the more furious are they in their pre-
fecutionof i t , as i f all were moft certain trmk 
.which they apprehend : Thefe are the boldelt 
both in febifmind perfections; as being fo fare 

J J r C c 3 that 
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that their conceits are right, that they dare 
fare or ferrate or [corn or deffife, or ajflitt Qinen-

I t is a common thing to hear religious peopi 
ffeal^ meanly and humbly of their own underftan-
dings in the general; But when i t cometh to 
)fculm , it istherareft part of humility i " t n c 

world, to find : Very few do fhew any, compe
tent modejly ( except the grofly ignorant wh<5 
A a v e n o p m ^ t o wi fdome) : What abundance 
of good people of the darker fort,have I been fain 
to rebuke for their ovtr-vdu'-ng me and nty under' 
/landing; who when I have but croft their opinions 
about any thing, which moft groundlefly , they 
took for a duty or a fin,have held as faft their vain 
concepts, and made as much of their moft fenfe-
lefs reafonings, and as patTionately and confident
ly rsjefted the moft unqneftionable proof vvmcn 
I have offered them, as if they had been 
and had taken me for an errant fool. « 

And this is not the cafe of one or two Sects 
only ; but naturally of almofl all men , t i l l "0 \ 
hath taught them that rare part of humility, to 
have Bumble Underdandings, and low thoughts 01 
their own judgements,and adue fufpicion of the 
apprehenfions. , ^ 

And their cure is the harder becaufe they know 
hot how to have a humble fufpicion of therm^ ^ 
without running into the contrary extrcam 
fcepticifm, and being cold and unfaithful to< i 
tfuthiThey know not how to hold faft that wm _ 
u good, and to be conftant in religion, witnu 
holding faft all which they have once 
be good, and bein- conftant in their « r o • 
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Especially when good or evil is voted to them by 
tr»at party whofe piety they moft eftecm and re
ference. 

Nor is this a Religions diftemper only, but i t is 
fo natural to mankind, that even in common matters 
neighbours and neighbours, mafters and fervants, 
husband and wife, and almoft all, have a ftrangc 
diverfity of apprehenfions: One thinks that this 
l* the beft way, and another that the other is beft* 
*nd let them reafon and wrangle it out never fo 
*°ng, ufually each party ftill holdeth his own, 
and hardly yieldeth to anothers reafons. 

And when they do yield, they are fo unhappy 
that they are as like toyield to one more erroneous 
than themfelvcs, and to change into a vorfe opi
nion, asto yield to the truth. For commonly, 
Appearance, Advantage y Inter ( f t , and a taking tone* 
and voice, do more with them than folid evidence 
oftruth. 

Out of all this i f you infer a neceflity of Go
vernment, fo do I . But i f a neceflity of force and , 
rigor, th nk on it again, and firft hear what I fhall 
further f a t : And confider what I have faid a -
ready. Dift inguifh between the common fratU 
ties of mankind," wAff«M <™>»»ies : " f ^ f " 
get not that you are men and live among men 
And let not men be catf out for Ortgtnalfin,^ 
punifh a few for that which is common to all the 
wor ld ; Nor condemn not your felyes m con
demning others. Of which I further add ; 

C c 4 DIRECT. 
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D I R E C T . X I . 

Evermore diffinguifh Between the neceffary 
truths And duties, and thofe which arc not 
*f necefsity 5 and between the tolUrablt 
and the intolerable errours : nd never 
think of a Common Unity or Concord, but 
ufon the terms of neccffary feints, and of 
the primitive fimpliatyof doctrine, difci-
f line and wrjhip i and the forbearance of 
dtjjenters in toller able differences. 

IF I were to fpeak but once to the world whi-
l e f t l l i v e d , this mould be my Theam : And 

yet ( for ought that I can perceive by any vifibte 
effe&s) I never fpake of any thing with lefs &c" 
cefs. One party writeth copioufly of the mif-
chiefs which wi l l follow Tollnation. And they 
lay true, i f they mean the toller ation cf things in-
toller able: The other write as copioufly of the ne-
ceflity of Toller ation and Liberty of Confcicnce : 
And they fay true,if they mean only the Tol/era-
tion of things toller able. But neither of them faith 
true i f they mean univerfally, and fpeak in any o-
ther fenfe : There is nothing more plain and 
Aire, than that the tollerating of all errours *nd 
faults which confeience may be pretended for, or 
of none at all, are utterly deftru&ive of Chriftian 
and humane peace and fafety. He is fcarce well 
in his wits that holdeth either part univcrfally and 
unlimitedly : Fer the one would have no Govern-


