
3 60 Unite in neceffary things. 

D I R E C T . X I . 

Evermore dijiingui/b Between the nectffar) 
truths and duties, and thofe which Are not 
*f necefsity 5 and between the tollerdlt 
and the intolerable err ours : nd never 
think of a Common Unity or Concord, but 
ufon the terms of neceffary feints. And of 
thcfrimitivefimpliatyof doctrine, difci-
f line and worjhip ^ and the forbearance of 
Renters in toller able differences. 

IF I were to fpeak but once to the world whi-
l e l t l l i v e d , thisihould be my Theam : And 

yet ( for ought that I can perceive by any vifibte 
eflfe&s) 1 never fpake of any thing with left &c" 
cefs. One party writeth copioufly of the mif-
chiefs which wi l l follow TolUration. And they 
lay true, i f they mean the toller ation cf things in-
toller able: The other write as copioufly of the ne-
ceflity of Toller ation and Liherty of Confcicnce : 
And they fay true,if they mean only the ToIIera-
tion of things tollerable. But neither of them faith 
true i f they mean univerfally, and fpeak in any 0-
ther fenfe : There is nothing mere plain and 
Aire, than that the tollerating of all errours and 
faults which confeience may be pretended for, or 
of none at all, are utterly deftru&ive of Chriftian 
and humane peace and fafety. He is fcarce weJl 
>n his wits that holdeth either part univcrfally and 
unlimitedly : For the one would have no Govern-
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S n ! 5 d c t h c . ° t h f W O u I d h a v e 1 , 0 f a b J ' e a s to ^ 
mnft k C U l g * c r c f o r e ^nds limits there 
£a mW r e ( * o n t b c m a s fhs third fort o f 
fn I?r p c r f o n * > w h o l b i n k t h a t the bounds are 
oundjfcovcrable, that the mention of them is 

in vain; and therefore either All or None muft 
°e tolleratcd according as Rulers are difpofed, 

0 r their intereft feemeth to require: And there­
fore they fay, What points be they that are neceffary, 
«ni rphat unnecefary ? What errors are toller able,and 
rchat are intolerable ? Can you name and number 
them} Or, who mufl be the judge ? To which I an­
swer. 

Fi r f t , Letitbefirftfuppofedthat God hath gi­
ven tu a to judge by, and then we (hall quick-
tytdlyou whofliallbe the Judge fAqneft ion 
which the confufed world doth further their con-
fufion by, when they are a thoufand times anfwe-
red paft all rational contradiction ) judgement is 
private or public^: Tfce indicium privatum difcre-
tionis, which is but the guide of rational ads, be­
longeth to every private man (which none that 
\$ a man did ever yet deny) The indicium publicum 
is either inforo civili determining in order to « r -
foral coatlion, and this belongeth only to the Ma­
gistrates • Q r i t is in foro Ecclefia determining 
in order to Church- communion or Excommunication^ 
and this belongeth only to the Church ; ( but nn -
derthe coa&ive Government of the Magiftrate: 
the Paftors being the Governors, and the people 
in part the executioners.)He thatrequireth more 
underftands not this. 

Secondly, And what i f there be a difficulty 
what peints are neceifiry and what errours are 

. intolle-
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intolerable ? Yet as long as i t is csrta?r| 
that fuch a difference there u , and that ac­
cordingly men muft ' do$ doth i t not rather 
concern both parties to fearch after it , and 
pra&ife as far as they can difcern> than to caft 
away Reafon, becaufe there is a difficulty in ufmg 
i t aright ? Ju.ft thus the Papifts do with us about 
the like notion of fundamentals or effentials or 
Chriftianity i They call to us for a juft enume­
ration of the fundamentals, and becaufe they find 
fo much difficulty there, as may find words and 
work for a perverfe wrangler, they infult as in 
they might therefore take either aU things or no­
thing to be ejfentials , and of necefltty : As 
i f Chriftianity had no conftitutive elTentiall 
parts, andfo were nothing. And when they have 
all done they are forced themfelves in their wr i ­
tings todiftinguiin thef'tindamentals,ejfcntialiy and 
univerfatly ruyejfary points from the reft, ( as Df* 
venfort, Coftertis , Bcllarmine, Holden, &c do J 
And doth i t not then concern them as' much as us> 
to know which they be? What i f i t be a hard 
thing to enumerate juft how many bits a man may 
eat, and not be a glutton? or how many drop| 
a man may drink and be no drunkard ? or juit 
what meats and drinks muft beufed , to avoid ex-
cefs in quality? or juft what fort of ftuffes or 
filks or cloth or failiions may be ufed without 
excefsiia apparel > wi l l you thence infer that men 
may eat and drink any thing in quantity and q™' 
Jity, or elfe mthino ? or that he may wear any 
thing, or muft go naked} What i f you cannot 
p f t i y enumerate what herbs or roots or dru^s 
are wholfom? and what are unwholfome ? v * W j ; 
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Purge too much and which too littlePMuft there­
fore ail be ufed indifferently or none ? I f l am not 
able to enumerate juft how many faults or weafc-
neffesmaybe tollerablein myfervants? Muft i 
therefore have none, t i l l I have thofe that are 
faultlefs ? or elfe muft I allow them to do any thing 
that they l i f t? Though juf t at the verge oi evil, 
even that which is good may be matter of doubt, 
yet God in Nature and Scripture hath given us fuf-
ficient li°ht for an upright,fafe & peaceable l i fe . 

Thirdly, And i f ever Baptife had been wetf 
underftood, by thefe obje&ors, the effentials of 
Chriftianity had been underftood. Hath not 
Chrift himfdf determined who they be that ftiall 
be admitted into the Church and numbered with 
Chriftians,in the very tenor of the Baptifmal Co­
venant ? And did not the Church take the Creed 
to befuffiqientforits proper ufe, which was to 
-be t h e w ^ r of the Chriftian frofefion, as to the 
Articles of faith to be believed ? And yet are we 
nowto feek in the end of the world, what O n -
fiUnity is, and what are the effentials of our faith, 
and who is to be received as a profeflor ot Chri-
ftiansty. 

Bur this is afubjea more largely to be hand­
led i f Rulers wil l permit i t : And in the mean time 
becaufeitisnot the Magiftrates but the Paftors 
thatlamnowfpeakingto, I fhall pretermit the 
moft which is to be faid, and only acquaint you m 
the conclufion, that one of thefe following waves 
muft be chofen. . 

I . Either to tollerate all men to do what they w i l , 
which they will ^ake a, matter of conference or 
religion: And then fome, may offer their .chit-
- D crcn 
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drcn in facrificc to the devil, and fome may think 
, they do God fervice in killing his fervants; and 

fome may think i t their duty to perfwade people 
that there is no God nor life to come, nor duty, 
nor fin ; but all things are left to our own wills a$ 
lawlefs. 

Secondly, Orelfeyou muft tollerate no errour 
or fault in religion ; And then you muft advife 
what meafure of penalty you wi l l inflict. I f but 
a litskythzn you tollerate the errour ftill •* For they 
that err wi l l err ftill j and they that confeien-
cioufly pray as Daniel did, Dan, 6. or forbear to 
obey the King as the three Confefloursdid. D**i 
3. w i l l do fo{HUy for all your penalty; And fa 
there is m curs, but a toller amn ftill. 

But i f you inflict upon them, bmimment, or 
death, you muft tefolve that the King fhall dwel 
alone, and have no fubjeds, and fo be no King j 
nor have any fervant, and fo be no Matters; nor 
endnre fo much as a w*f*,and fo be no husband; and 
i f he have children muft ufe them as K. Philip™ 
Spain did hiseldeftfon Prince Charles, and fo be 
no Father, I t can be no lefs than thisatlaft. 

Or i f you will imprifon them, every fub]ett mult 
be inpr i fon , and then who mall be the Jaylor, 
and who mail find them food ? , 

Thirdly, Or elfe you muft deal partially and 
un/uftly , and condemn one while you acquit ano­
ther, for ths fame fault ; or condemn one fort ot 
errours , while you allow fo tollerate 
great: As i f ail were to be punifhed wno be ievc 
not Chrifts defcent into Hell, while all are tonew-
ted, who deny the reft of the Articles of tnc 

C « e d - Fourth-
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Fourthly, Or elfc you muft make furc that all 
the Kings fubje&s fhal l be born under the fame 
pUnets i and of the fame parents, and have the 
*ame temperament and complexion, and the fame 
teachers, and company > and all hear the fame 
words, and all fee the fame objeas, and all have 
the fame callings, employments, jnterefts, paf-
fions , temptations, advantages, and the fame 
degree of natural capacity, and of grace : That 
f o thtre may be no difference or defect in tncic 
apprehenfioni. . , 

Fifthly, or elfc you muft c iftinguifh and fay, 
that fom* are toller able and frail be tolUrated , and 
fome err ours are imollerable and frail not be tolltrated 
(in the tongue I mean^for you muft tollerate them 
in thz mind whether you wi l l or not) And then 
yon wi l l find a neceflity of difcerning as well is 
you can,the tollerable from the thtollerable. 

A n d i f f o , for Chrifts fake and his Churches 
fake and your own fake, bethink you whethei 
Chrif t be not the King of his Church, and whe­
ther he hath given his Church no Laws for its 
ConftitutUn and Adminijlrationt By which we 
rnuft try who are to be the members of himfelf 
and his Church, and to have Communion with 
himfelf and one another? and who are to be re-
jeded and avoided? And whether the Holy Ghoft 
is not the Author of the Church-eftablifhment m 
the Scriptures? And whether we can expecl^more 
infallible deciders of fuch cafes, than Chrift, and 
his Spirit and Apoftles ? And whether the 
Church be not the fame thing now as then, and 
and its nniverjal confiitntion and nectary aimim-
ftratim the fame ? And whether the primitive 

Church 



3 6 6 The true terms of Unity. 

•Church or ours be the purer and more exemplary? 
And whether i t would do K^ngs and Kingdomes 
and the fouls of men any dangerous hurt., to havd 
all Christians hold their Union and [ommunm]^-
on the;fame terms as they did under Peter and 
fad and all the Apoftles? Or atleaft whether i t 
fee worthy all the ; calamitous divifions in Chri-
ftendome, and the blood cf the many hundred 
thoufands that have for conference fake been 
flied,. and the enduring of the outcries of the i.m> 
prifoned and banifhed, and their prayers to hea* 
ven for deliverance from mens hands, and the 
leaving of fuch a name on record to polleritv, as 
is ufaally left in Hiltory cn the authors of fuch 
furTerings ; befides the prefent regret of mind* 
in the calamities of others, and the fad diviflon* 
and dcftru&ion of Charity, which cometh here­
upon ; J fay whether it be worth, the furferiflg 
of all tins ( and O how frnall a part is this) and 
all to-keep our Churches from the primi'r 
live 6mplicity, and from the fame way and Com­
munion which Peter and Paul and the ,Churches 
of their times, eftablifliedand pra&ifed ? Shall 
we fpeak fo highly of Chiift and his Apoftles and 
the facred Scriptures, and yet think all this 
blood and mifery, divifionand diftra#»on> wor­
thy to be endured, rather than our Union and 
Communion fhoujd be held on the terms which 
they did appoint and pra&ife? or rather thanfucn 
terms mould be tolerated among us. ? I know 
what is faid againft all this; But this is no place 
to anfwer all that is faid by fuch as cannot fee how 
t© anfwer themfches in fe clear a cafe. 



Light and Love'are, &e, ^ f i j 

D I R E C T . X n . 

*Ktmember that the VatioralGovernmemisa 
Work of LIGHT and LOFM ' and what 
cannot be done by thefe is n o t at all to be 
done by you : Cdnd therefore you muft 
wake it your great fludy and employment, 
fir f t to Know more than the people, and t§ 
Love them mere than they Love you of- ont 
another $ and then to convince them by un-
re ft ft able evidence of truth, and tocaufi 
the warmth of your Love to be felt by them, 
in every word and aft of your eJMinifkra-
tion 5 iyis the Milk is warm by the natu­
ral heat of the mother, andfois fitted for 
the neurifbment of the child, 

' '' * \ 

AS the Gofpel is the revelation of the Love 
of God, and i t is a melTage of Love whicfc 

we hive to bring , and a work of Love which we 
cooperate to effect;; fo i t is a fpirit of Love which 
muft be our principle,and i t is in office and work 
of Love which we are called to ; and the manner 
muft be anfwerable to the work, faith is the 
Head, and Lwe is the Heart of the new Crea­
ture : And as there is no Light i® ouro&ce and 

. wprk, i f there be no Faith and evidence of Trmhy 

fo there is no Life in i t , i f there be no Love. God 
himfelf in the great work o f our Redemption, 
* Chrift in his Incarnation,life *nd fu#ering,hath 

taught 
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taught the world, that the manifeftation of Love 
is the way to win Love asd to cure enmity: And 
he is not worthy the name of a Minifter of Chrift* 
who hath not learned this leffon, and doth not 
imitate his Lord in this: That as our office p * r -

ticipateth fubordinately of his office, both 
Teaching & Prifftly,io we may participate of that 
Spirit of Live, which was his Principle and muft 
be ours. I f i t be not a work of Love which we 
do, it is not i he work of a Minlter of Chrift > 
and Preacher of the Gofpel. Can you well Preach 
fo great Love of Chri f t to men without Love > i f 
you fhew not Love to them, you can never expeft 
to win tfeeir Love to your felves. And when you 
overmuch fclefire to be loved your felves (a* 
which of you doth not,) you pretend that i t is ,td 
make your endeavours more fuccefsful,when you 
per fwade them to the love of Chrift. And 
doubtlefs a juft Love to the perfon of the 
Preacher is a gooq^advantge to thisfuccefs. And 
in good fadnefs, can you believe that any thing is 
To likely to win Love as Love, or did experience 
ever teach you, that reproach, or contempt, or 
hurting rnen,was the effe&ual way to make them 
Love you ? This way hath been long tried by the 
Mountebanks in Italy | Spain and many other 
Countries but alas with what fuccefs? Indeed 
folitudinem faciunt & paeem vocant, as Terttdli** 
faith t When thev hav£ killed thofe that they had 
firftopprefl'ed,they affrighted the reft to fay they 
loved them, and really won the Love of their fur-
vivinjblood- thi r f ty enemies i but that was all. 
I f the new knack of ttansfufion of blood cannot 
do this feat, by letting in the blood Of a S R a r ' e 
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( *ho loveth him rhat heal th him ) when you 
jet out their o w n , phlebotomy wi l l nevec 

Account then that Sermon^ that converfe, that 
reproof that d<fripliRe in whkh Love is cot ap-' 
P*rently predominant, to be butalifelefs afe-
jefs thing, ts to the winning of a tinners heart to 
c h r i f t . Though I deny not but when tke cafe 
J* the finner appeareth defperate, the fevericy of 
Difcipline in carb'ng him o f f , may exprefs more 
0 t * another afTe&ionasto him-* But that is bc-
caufc in fodoi»g you muft fliew greater Love to 
the (jiwrch which lauft be faved from the i n ­
fection. 

But perbipf you'I fay, They defpife me, and in* 
)*remey and follow others and admire them, who de* 
ftrvc not fo mil of them as I do. 

Anfvt. F k f t , we aremoft of us too partial to 
be competent Judges of our own deferts. Sel-
fahnefs too ofte« maketh us think better of out 
felves, our preaching and our live?, than there 

ctufe : And it too often filleth men with envy 
againft thefe, whofe greater worth and better la­
bours caufe them to be preferred by the hearers? 
And envy ufually breeds detraction. I know that 
^any giddy perfons heap up Teachers to them 
felves and follow feducers,^ coetemn the faith-
fulleft fervants of the Lord. But I know withal/, 
that there is ufually a convincing power in the 
Preaching of able experienced Minifters,which 
is not to be found in the c©ld & formal difcour-
f c « o f an hypocrite. And that there is a fuitable 
Principle in true fpiritual experienced Cbnftians, 
^hichcaufech them to relifo this fpiritual expe­

ls d omental 



Lov? them that ncgle0you, 

rimcntal preaching much more than the more* 
adorned carkafles of formality : And ferioufaeiS 
is f h l l acceptable to ferious Chriftians: Yea e-
ven to common natural men, unlets the malicious 
poflefsthem by ganders with prejudice again« 
it.- Now if ibis mould be the caufe that others 
are preferred before you , O how heynous were 
your fin? As i f i t were not enough foryouto 
negieU your duty, and to do the work of God de­
ceitfully , and injure the fouls of men in a caufe 
of fuch importance, but you muft aHoimpeni-
tent'y juftifie fuch a crime,and alfo mali'gne thofe 
that have more, of the grace and gifts of God 
than you , and that do more to help to fave mens 
Ceulsi 

Secondly, But fuppofe that your deferts be as 
great as you conceive, and their love to you * 
htttei I would further ask you : F i r f t ^ s it ^ 
thir owwfake who thus hinder their own edifica­
tion by it,thatyoivare troubled at them? or *s 
for your feivts , becaufe you have not the refpe 
which is your due. I f it be. the later, I nee 
not tell you what i t is for Minifters of QW}. 
thus to feek tfcemfeives, and overvalue their 
own eft.em: I f i t be the former, 2 Why doro 
i t not pleafe you then that they arc edified by ' 
thers, though not by you. Do you think that 
is not the' [am Gofal which others preach 
IS l.KJl kill, Jt*(rr* " " i n - L 

them. And may not that Gofpel edine ana 
tkem, by the breaching ©f another as well as oy 
yours. And if their dif-eftcem of you, be;a/fc 
or means, that they are not edified by you,/. j 
their gieic efteem of others who areas u ^ e d 

a fign and means that they are or may be 
fey them.- \"-k ' 
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Thirdly, And why are you not much more" 
troubled at the ftate of all thofc who are not con* 
verted or edified by you, though tbeydo not 
" p i t you or forfake. yb i . How many be there" 
that feem to love and nonour you, and yet do not 
love and honour God? but dciplfereligion and 
their own Salvation? I f it be for their fakes and 
not your own that you are offended, you w i l l 
grieve mod for them that' are molt ungodly, 
though they honour you never fo much ; and you 
Will be gUd for them that are futhfd and God­
ly J whofe Miniftery foever i t be that they mod 
efteem. 

:, Fourthly, But fuppofe them yet to focfifh 
and faulty, as to run from you to their own per­
di t ion; The queftion is , ffhat is the way to cnre 
them ? Is Love caofed by hard word? or f t ripes ? 
W i l l you fay to.them, Love me, or you jb^ll bep*t 

mi or imprifmedi Chrift doih not teach you, to 
ufe fuch arguments when you fpeak for him, bar. 
to befcech men in his name and fie ad tobe reconciled 
to Cj„d, 2 Cor. 5 . jpy 20. But your own HW-^ wi l l 
oe done in your own way. 

Obj . But Chrif? threatneth Bell to the impenitent, 
a»d Paul prmouncetk him Anathematized th*t iovetb; 

not the Lord Jefa I and he talkftb to hi-s hearers of 
coming with a rod. 

iAnfr». Nadoubtbatthe corrupted, mind o f 
Bun, hafh need not only of Love todraw the.rri 
home to God, and work the cure, but otTbreat-
ni»gs to drive them and to help on the care J And 
though it be Love that caufeth Love, wr^'Chis, 
their Holincf!, yet Fear, removeth many iihpeji-. ' 
^ents; But ftill remember that i t is Lm which 

X> cf * 
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is prcdomimnt, and fear is but fubfetvient \ And 
that the fear which is contrary to Love is a vict$ 
and hindercth ther falvation: And remember 
that Fear and Lome towards God x wili better ftand 
together, than Fear and Lav t to yon w i l l : 
men know Godi Swtraignty and Jufiiee'^tm 
know that he if not to be qucftioned or refitted: 
But i f they fufter by ym>it w i l l not be fo digefted, 
nor wil l i t fo confift with love. A patient will 
not bear to be whipt by hisPhyficiaa to force him 
to take his medic nes, though a child wi l l bear it 
f tom his parents, whofe Love and Power are 
more unqueftionabie to him. I defire you but to 
mark your own experience , and let your Love be 
predominant in all your mintftrations, and ufeno 
force or hming courfe which wi l l really abate 
their Love to you, and then I ftiall leave you is 
the reft to your d.fcretion. Secondly, Yet i tm 
we grant that Cbrittt threatnings may be p r e * £ 
ed by you, and muft be; Thirdly, And that tnc 
rcd^fdifcipl inemuftbeufcd : But this mutt DC 
done only on the fcandalous and fuch as more 
diihonour Chrift than you : And i t muft be io 
done, that i t may appear to be Cbrifls 
and done fay you upon hts inter eft and at hts com 
mM, and not cither arbitrarily or for your 

And I mail be bold with confidence to ada 
that in thofe cafes where violent reffratnt or 
athi* is neceiTary, the ?*fw is the u n ^ f * *Lk 

fen 'o meddle in ir . I t is the Mapfir*tes * n d 

to m* a d force ( Where i t muft b« done) rf 

Cfei Tajtcrs to perfwadc and draw. 1 ue " ^ h f t 
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t h r i f t 1 S j c d by himfcif the Lamb of God, and h , s 

•™^nmmyhfmmtbHm, and attend him 
j ; 8 1 , ( 1 t h c M'Jtfflw **-

r L J™2 * and i t is the hindemtf, .and not 
^ o i e f c ^ that muft be-driven. Paftors iTiouM 

e .10 far from calling out for the hef p of violence 
V "nlefj; l t be to keep the peace ) that they fhoutf 
fatnec/htw lore and tendermfs, by feek-
*"§ «s far as they may to mitigate it.- ,And they 
™Uld defire that no fuch ungrateful work be at 
all impofed upon them, as to feem the aiHi&ers 
°f their flocks: becaufe when once they have 
«Qft their love, they have loft their opportunity 
*nd advantage of. edifying them. 

And i t is not Pilate's hypocritical waftiin^ of 
his hands, that vv.Il excufe him: Nor the Ro-
mifh Clergies difclai ming to meddle in a judge­
ment of blood, which will reconcile the minds 
of fgffererscoihem , as long as they are Matters 
• f the Inquifition , or deliver them up tp-the 
Secular power, and excommunicate anddepofe 
the temporal Lords who wil l not d<j fuch execu­
tion as they require. 

Though I have fooie where elfe mcnticned i t , 
I wil l again requcft the Reverend Paftors gf the 
Church* to perufe the ftory of Idacim and Mar­
tin in SfttyitiHs Sever**.. The fa pi of i t is this. 
^Prifcilltin and many others, ( fome ftiihops and 
fome Presbyters and fome private perfonO wee 
^ea/ous in religion , but heretical ( Gnoftfckf 
laitij Sidfiths:) Ithacins and Idarius were two 
Orthodox Bifhpps who wexe very hct igainft 
tbefehereticlfS: Both of them men of ra f t and 
haughty ftnrlri, and one of them at leaft ( fa i th 

U d } Snlfi^ 
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itins) an injurious perfon that fcarce cared 

'what he faid or did by others ( fee what perfcns 
good caufe may be defended by.) Thefe B l f l a 0 p 

drew in the Bilbo- s of the neighboring Churcbe > 
'& in their Synods firft condemned t h e P n f c i l ' ^ 
n i f t s ; and next provoked the Emperoux agaUv 
them.' ThePrifcillianifts found that i f that were 
the way, an Emperours Court was not fo V 1 

thodoxor conftant, but there might be as gP̂ _ 
hopesfor themr And therefore they g o c a P ° r < f 
'erful friend in Court to undertake their h * 1 ^ 
and got the better of theB,fhops: The BiiH°P 
being born down for a time, at 1 aft Maxtmns w » 
proclaimed Emperour , and came over vvi 
power and victory into Germany (fuch a r > ° ^ e 

CromxeL who by the Bifhopswas accounted a v 
:rv Religious Chriftian, butufurped the E m p ^ 
and fought againft and killed one oHhe Empe 
rours , and pretended that the feuldicrs m ^ 
him Emperour againft his w i l l . ) This M a x , 
(whether fmcerely or for his own 2dvanta„ 
unknown) did take part with t b e O r t h * , £ na 
oreatly honour the Bifoopsand promote K C U 0 

on, and got a great deal of love and honour. 
tilcm and li&A and the reft of the B t & o g 
ply themfelvesto Maxims againft the 
n i f t s ; who hearkened to them,' and - toJ ^ 
Them put Prifcillkn and fome others'to dcati, 
punifhed others by other wayes of violence. 

- more rude ungodly fort ofCnriftians to ^ 
curred cr cver-wentthe BifhopS, that iniy 
td their fury againft any that feemed more ^ 
oiDusth^ntheif'neighbour?: fo that 
VKr? butfaft ardpray.mor^ and seao j i | ^ 
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Jjres more than others, he was reproached as a 
e.etick and favourer of the Pnfcillianifts : 
^ w B i f h o p o f T»rsn was at that time a mm 

or no great Learning, but fo famous for Holinefs, 
n a n r y , and numerous miracle?, as the like is 

£*rce written with credibility of any man fince 
u»e Apoftles (for which he is canonized a Saint* ) 
A his Martin was grieved partly to heir ftr'ftnefs 
fought into reproacn, and partly to fee Magi-
grates called to the fuppreilion ot here^es by The 
^ifhops; and fo every hetetick taught:bow to 
perfecute and fupprefs the truth, who could buf 
8et the Emperor on his fide.'Therfore he petitio­
ned the Emperour for mercy to the.Pnfcillia-
n i f t s , and told him that i t was a thing not ufed by 
Cbrifhans, to propagate found cottririe. or fup-
prefs mens errcurs by the fvvord : He alfo avoid­
ed the Synods of the Bifhop?, andrefuCed not on­
ly their Counciis,but their Communion; Where­
upon the Bithops not only ce pif * him as an un­
learned man, and one that deceived the people 
with falfe miracles; but alfo fuggeftcd to the Em­
perour that he was a favourer o r the h-reticks? 
oimfelf: Infomuch that Mmin hardly efcape4 
Offering with them, through the BiHiops ca­
lumnies. But the great piecy and clemency of 
the Emperour preserved hir&a And at laft did 
promife him thefavingof the I.vesof fonae that 
were further appointed to fuffer , on condition 
fhac he himfelf would communicate with the Bi­
shops. Martin faw that there was no other 
^earu to fave the life of one that elfe was prefently 
c odie, and thinking that Chrift who would have 
toercy and nor facrifice, would in fuch a cafe al? 

D d 4 *0W 
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low u , he promifed vo have Communion with 
the Btihops, and i'o did communicate with them, 
them*t day, and faved the mans l ife. When he 
bad doner it be was in great doubt and perplexity 
aooutit, wiretSa he had done well or not? and 
in thii trouhle went fecretly o/tt of the City 
homewards: And by the way in * Wood as he 
was m heavinefs and doubt, an Acgel appeared to 
him, and rebuked and cjiaf&cned mm, for com­
municating with them, and bid him take warn­
ing by this,Ieft the next time he hazarded his fal-
vation, i t felf by i t . And Mmin profefled that 
long afrer this, the gift of miracles was denied 
him - but he communicated with the Synod and 
Bifhops no more. 

This Hiftory I only recite without determi­
ning hew far the Reader is to believe i t : But I 
m ft fay that the reading of i t was a temptation to 

_ me, to doubt concerning mv Communion, tfte 
"" Reader may etfil) know witfl whom. For thoug* 

I know how credulous and fabulous many ancenc 
.WrtrefS were, yet I confide red, that this Hifto* 
rian isoneof the moft ancient, one of the molt 
leaded, one of the moft ftriaiy Religiou* of «» 
the o!d Hiftorians of the Church % and tfaar he w« 
himfeif an intimate acquaintance of Martini* *na 
had i t from his own mouth; and meftfolemn^y 
proteftethorfweareththat he feigneth nothing* 
and that the miracles of Martin were known t 
farm partly by his own fight, partly by Marttn 
own Relation, «nd partly by many credible W» 
peiTes : And they were fo believed commonly « 
that age by good men, that i t was the p c c * h 0 \ e 

his Canonizing. And i f fuch Hiftory 
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believed, I wi l l not mention the confequences 
that wi l l hence follow. 

And yet on the other fide I considered \ F i r f t , 
That i t was polSblc that a holy man might be 
miftaken by fear and fcrupulofity, and take that 
for an Angels apparition which was but a dream: 
Secondly, That his avoiding Communion with 
the Biihops might be only * prudential aft , fit­
ted to that time and place, upon accidental or 
fircumftantial reafons which wil l not fuit with 
another time and place: Thirdly, I t isdange-i: 
rous making the actions of any men, upon pre-
tenfe of any Revelations and Miracles, to be 
inftead of Scripture, the rule of our faith or du­
ty ; much more to prefer them before the Scrip­
ture when there is a contrariety between them. 
Fourthly, And his fcparation was buttempora* 
ry , not from the Order, nor from any of the c-
tber Paflcrs, or from the peoplei but only from 
tbofe individual perftns^ whom he fuppofed to be 
fcandalous. And thefe confederations I judge 
fufficient to refif t that temptation. 

Whoever underftandeth what a man i s , and 
what a Cbriftian is, and what the office and work 
ofuPaftor js, wi l l make no doubt, but that his 
Guidance muft be paternal, and that as Love is the 
tffett to be produced in the people, fo Love in him 
tnuft be the means of caufmg k j & that he muft ex~ 
pe&thatthefuccefsofhis preaching & difcipline 
ihould not exceed themeauireofLove, which is 
manifefted tberin; further thanas God may extra­
ordinarily work beyond the aptitude of the means. 
And when he hath complained of the people as 
fliarply as he w i l l , be ihall find that whatever, it 



3l8^Xef*fe.n$t the way of Love, till you 

" that Love cannot do, in order to their cmverfim And 
™f™»on, and „bicb Light or evidence cannot do in 
^derto the,r convm0n, „ m t , h y bin to be done at 

; ™ ^ h s will be trying with edge tools, 
e r r i n g > S ° W n W r than cure an 
erring .mind; And £balj find that the people will 
W worfeendare ads of force and corporal 
L T i f / \ P a f i o r > from a Magiftrate ; 
and m i l hardly believe by any cfoathing that he 
h w i t h e y o n G e perceive that he hath 
Woody teeth Outwork is to win the heart to 
frn I n ? h e 1 5 m R t t 0 b e a p a f to r , that 
tfnoweth not how hems are to be won. 

B i K E C r . x n r . 

When you have thought of all tk' evils that 
mu beuncured, when Love and evidence 
have done their pan 5 yet reject not thit 
way tillpu have found out a better 5 which 
m&do the work that is to be done, and that 
with fewer inconveniences. 

I Am not new about to ftate the bounds of L i ­
berty in matters of Religion ; ( I t requireth 

a fu l l Treatife by it fe l f ; aad many tedioufly dif-
pute the cafe before they ever truly ftated it.) 
Mnchlefsam I perfwading Magiitrates,thatthey 
aiuft permit every deceiver to dcrhis worft, to 
draw the people from Qod, or from Chrift Jcfw 
the-Mediator, f E O i n faith and godlinefi, any more 

than 
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than from Loyalty, Peace and Honefly- But I am 
fpcaking only againft: that partial>fa&ious, need-
lcfs , dividing] and pernicious violence; which is 
pretended to be the chief,it not the only Cure of all 
the errours or difagreements in the Churchss, by 
thofe that know no part of Chyrurgery but am­
putation. 

Some fpeak much of the many diforders 
which wi l l be uncured, i f Violence do not more 
than Teaching and Love: But I humbly ask of 
them : Fir(£ are thofe diforders fuch as Are cu­
rable in this l i f e ; or fuch as are the unavoidable 
miferies of our corrupt and imperfect ftate ? Se­
condly, wil l force cure them better than evidence 
of truth, and Love wi l l do? Thirdly, wi l l they 
be fo cured without a greater mifchief! God 
telleth the Sabbath-breakers of IfraeU that when 
they were rooted out, the landjhonld keep her Sab-
lath : Was that a or A judgement? Would 
voufo cure Sabbath-breaking and diforder .? and 
take a felitude for Peace? Fourthly, is not the 
work to be done, the faving of mens fouls ? And 
lhall any be faved againft his wil l ? And then 
fnould not all force be meerly fuch as i f fubfer-
*kntto the ends of Love ? Fifthly, will ftnpej 
change the judgement in matters of Religion? 
Sixthly, is he any better than a Knave or an hypo­
crite , who wi l l fay or fwear or do that, through 
W , which he verily thinketb God forbuMeth 
him, and is difpleafed f o r , and forfa i t may 
damn his foul ? Seventhly, Is i t the honourrand 
fe l i r i rvof foilsto hefnch? or of Church or King-
d S t ^ e compofedof fuch ? tebddfnot* 
confeicntioaifearoffinrang againft God, a thin,. 
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well pleating to him , and neceflary to mens fai-
•ation, and to the Churches welfare, and to the 
fsfety of the lives of Kings, and of the Kingdoms 
peace > And is there not then great caufe to che-
r i f h it (though not the errours thatabufe i t . ) And 
ftould not all care be ufed to cure the ungodly 
world, of impiety and fearedneff of conscience, 
which make* them ma ke a mock of fin. And i f 
confeience were once debauched and mattered by 
fear, and the people be brought to prefer their 
their flefhly intereft before their fpi r i tual , and 
tofear mens punifhment more than Gods, would 
not fuch debauched confeiences have a great ad­
vantage, to make fuch men the mafters of the e-
fiatej and lives of others ? And are the lives of 
Kings, and the eftates of neighbours, and. the 
peace of Kingdomes, competently fecurcd>where 
God is not fsared more than fines or corporal 
penalties? Ninthly, i f force be fo f i r followed t i l l 
ichave changed mens judgements or conquered 
confeience, or exterminated and deftroyed all 
that wil l not be thus changed or conquered, who 
differ f rom fuperiors in urmecelTary things, will i t 
not (all things weil confidercd)prove a dear price 
f o r that which might be had at much cheaper 
rates ? Are not the moft confeientious, necef­
fary helpers of the Minif tery , by their example, 
to cure the unconfcionablenefs of the reft ? And 
therefore frWjfd be countenanced & encouraged? 
Tenthly, would not the ceffation of unnecef-
fary impofitioas, c i f t 0Ht the moft of thefcruples 
of confeientious people, .and ceafe the fiddeft d i ­
visions of the'Churches ? I f Rme could have been 
co item with a Religion of no more Articles than 

the 
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the Apoftles wis, and would on thofe terms have 
held Communion with other Churches ? O what 
rends and mines had i t prevented in the C h r i f t i -
*n world? Are not the old Apoftolicalrules and 
terms fuftkient to the fafety and peico of Chri­
stians \ Were thofe worthy perfons. B. Vfber^ 
B. H*ll, B. Dave pans} fk Mortm% with the Btv 
gih the (jocih and all the great pacificators de­
ceived, who wsote and preached and cried out to 
the world that wntb at all CbrijHans art agreed 
™> « fefficient matter for their concord j iftkty VQMU 
lay it upon no mire ] vid. Vfb. ferm. before King 
James zt Wanfttd. Or do yon think i t was their 
meaning [ Let all Rulers multiply unnccejfaryfern-
fled imtojithn: in their even dominion^ and for fern-
fling tlcm, let them plence, imprifon and baniflt at 
home i And then let them fend to their ntigbbet* 
Churches for Unity, leace and Concord, and tell 
them that the fubferibing to the Scriptures generally, 
and t$ the freed, Lords Prayer , and Decalogue and 
Sacraments particularly y art terms fefficient to this 
end. ( Supping that good order, decency and peace be 
kept up by [nitdie discipline both Ecclejiaftical and 
Civil. J And why would not this ferve fos 
all the world ? Or why fhould more fcrnpied 
things be called ncceffary to order and decency 
than indeed are fo? My defire of the Churches 
peace which caufed me to write ail the rett, pro-
voketh me to touch this fubje& briefly, which 
wil l fcarcc ensure to be touched. 

DIRECT. 
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D I R E C T . X I V . 

When you reprove thofe weak Cbrlftians> whs 
arefubjett to errours, dij"orders or divifienf, 
reflect not any difgrace or contempt upon 
Religion, andconfcienthm firiBntf's $ but 
be the more careful to proclaim theinmcen-
cj and honour offeriotu Codlinefs, left tht 
frophane and ungodly take occafton to dr~, 
fpifeit) by your opening the faults of fab 
as are taken for the zealous Profejjoftrs 
of it. 

HOneft hearers take molt notice, what is the 
main feofe which the Preacher aimeth at, 

and the bufinefs wh ich he driveth on. Some men 
take occafion by the crrours and faults of fuch as 
have feemed ferioufly religious, to make all /<?-
rioufnefs and diligence for our fa!vation , to feem 
to the hearers to be'meer hypocrifie, and not on­
ly a needlefsy but a hurtful thing j and to perfwade 
the people that an ignorant carelefnefs of,their 
fouls, with good neighbour-hood, quietnefs and 
mirth, is better than all this ado. Which is no 
more or lefs than to preach for Atheifm and Un-
godlinefs in pra&ife, fo i t be veiled with the hy­
pocritical profeflion of the Chriftian faith. Ana 
this unhappy fort of Preachers do feldome_miis 
to fall upon the real and fuppofed mifcarnage 
of men that are or feem religious, in fomc par 
ef their formons and familar difcourfej wnicn 

being 
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being done to fo odious an end, as to Bring [eriom», 
Religiotifnefs i t felf into dif l ikey i t maketh the 
heft of the hearers abhor fuch re flections, Wcaufe 
they abhor theJcope cf them;. Believing that Ho-
linefs need not to be preached againft in the 
world, t i l l mens hearts are more enclincd to i t , 
and t i l l all its enemies abate their opposition.! 
And i f it were to be done, yet not by a Minifter 
of Chr i f t : He that preacheth againft Holinefs 
f how covertly foever ) preacheth againft God, 
Whereas i f a mans defigne be to promote Religiony 
the fober hearers (though partly guilty) will bean 
his reproof of the faults of profeftours,with much 
more patience, when they fee it is for God and 
godlinefs that he doth i t . I fpeak by experience, 
and muft give them, this teftimony , that I have 
many and many a time poured out my foul in ear-
neft reprehenlnonsofthe errours and diforders of 
xifli-dividing zeal; and the hearers have taken 
all with patience : when the fameperfons could 
not bear the tenth part fomuch, from fome prea­
chers whom they imagined to aim in it at the de-
preffing of the honour of true and ferious re l i ­
gion.Therefore be fure what fort of men foevec 
you are reproving, that you fay nothing which 
tendeth to make the ignorant or ungodly fort of 
your auditors think, that i t is *>eal, otftriclnefs, or 
careful diligence about their fouls, which you 
condemn : But ftill put in fufhaent caution for 
the necefTtty of a holy heart and life. 

DIRECT* 
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D I R E C T * X V . 

Difcourage not the Religious from fo much of 
Religtous txtrcifes in their families, cr 
with one another, as is meet for them i» 
their private fiattons• 

BY this means many Paftorf have been ve­
ry gceat canfes of fchifms and reparations. 

Some of them arc fo carnal and f e l f i f h , that 
they make the Miniftery but a trade for their be­
nefice and honour: Ana therefore for fear left 
the people fhould encroach upon their advanta­
ges, they drive them as £ar otf as they a n , *nd 
care not how ignorant they are> fo that thereby 
they may but lockupthemyftery of their trad* 
fecurely for themfefcei; and keep the people in 
a bliadfold reverence, dependance and ooedi-
ence: How ordinarily the Roman Clergy pra-
&ife thi* iniquity, the nations that are kept in 
darknefs by them, are doleful teftimonies* Like 
the great dog that w i l l not endure the little one 
to come near his carrion or his bone. And force 
arc fo exceflGvely fearful of fchifm, that they dare 
not endure the people to pray together, or rerci* 
a fermon, or fearch the fcripture, and exborc 
one another d l i l y , in that manner which God 
requireth private men to do, for fear left they 
Ihould go furtherj and grow proud of their own 
gifts and doings, and defoife their Paftors, 
fet up for thcmfelves 1 When as this very inor-; 
dinate jealoune is the likely and the cnmsio? 
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^ a y to bring them, to the evil that is fo much fcaJ 
X ' W i l i l e peoples care of their falvation is 
^er j fhed and ftirred up^ and the Paftors do pro-

°«ethem. to pray and fearch the fcriptures and 
® e ,P eacb other in the way to heaven, they are 
honoured and loved by the faithful.of their flocks, 
a s men that indeed are true to their great truft, 
snd have a love and care for the peoples fouls * 
And then thofe Paftors who further the people in 
fuch religious exercife^s,. may ufually as fathers 
f u l e them in i t , and keep them fromufurp-
J?&any thing that is proper to the officers of 
Jphuft, and from errours, and factions and divi~ 
"ons; and may eafily fupprefs any . arrogancie 
when it appeareth. And that honeftdefire which 
Religious perfons have to do good, to others > is 
thus fatisfied by fncb fober exercifes as belong to 
them : And fo Paftor and people do peaceably* 
lovingly and fuccefsfuMy concur to carry on the 
Work of Chrift, whileft each one moveth in his 
proper place*. I f p e a k t h i s , through tie great 
meicy of God, from very great and long expe­
rience : having ftill kept up fuch lawful meetings, 
and fober exercifes as are not unfit for private 
Chriftians, and thereby kept out all herefies, fa­
ctions, fchifms, and arrogancies from the flock i 
with the great increafe of their knowledge^ 
humility^ piety, and juft obfervance of theic 
guides. < 
' Whereas when the forcfaid inordinate jealou-

fie doth rettrain people, or difcourage them from 
any of that which is their proper work j Firft, : 

they grow into diftafte of .fuch Paftors, and tai 
them for enemiei to godlinefs and to their fouls - * 

E e Second-- 1 
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Secondly, they grow next as jealous of alt t e 
P a f t o r s ^ n W , as he is of them i and think w 
no fanlc to draw oft further from him wcmfclv«» 
and then to difafteft others to him : * m r ? j X ! 
their appetite to religious cxercifes, when it * 
r ft rained groweth inordinate, and aftettetDtna 
which belcngeth not to them. Fourthly^ tn<=y 
conceit that there is fome nece% of their turn 
ing teachers, to do that which the Teachers wm 
not do. Fifthly, they next keep their meetings 
bythemfelves, from under the eye andinlpee^w 
of their Teachers. Sixthly, then they take Jiwr 
ty to vent what cometh in their mind*, wniic 
there is none to regulate and contradict tnein' 
Seventhly, and at laft they fet up for themfeive« 
and the chief fpeakers among them become ! 
ftors to the r e f t , and fo too often fpeak pave* 
things to draw away difciplcs after them. 

Wifedome and Love may prevent an w ^ 
Er.vynot the gifts or graces of y o u r T e 0 P , c ; t 0 

i t not the end of all your ftudiesand latam • 
to promote them ? Are they not rne truirs 
Gods mercies and your own endeavours: v 
you grudge at your own foccefles ?In » ^ ™ 
L i n i n g them, let none fo earneftly-dnjetn 
on, to fuch religious exerafes that belon 
them, as your felves; and helptbemando 
feethem in the performance; And then you 
have advantages reftrain them ^ ™ t b e m 
belongeth not to them: AndI you lhall have 
the great alTtfters of your Mimftery , * W 
more uphold ) our honours, than all the pi \ 
andignorant^ii ldo: yea they w i U b c y e a r ^ 



Be Me andwatehfuh j 

*y, croan and joy at the appearing of T c f a s 

Chrift. iThef. 2 .19 ,20 . 

D I R E C T . X V I / 

Me not wanting in abilities, mtchfulnefs, 
or diligence, to refifi feducers by the evi­
dence of truth; that there may he no need 
of other weapons ' And quench fueh fparks 
amon<? your people before they break out in* 
to flames, 

THe clamours and Waves of violence ufed 
by many Paftors, are oft but an unhappy 

means to fupply the defe& of their own abili­
ties and duties: And thofe who are confadus 
of an inefficiency in thcmfelves to do their parts, 
do moft intemperately call out to tne Magiftrates 
to help them, and do mdft unmannerly cenfure 
them, i f they anfwer not their expeaations, And 
indeed i f the fword of theMagiftrate be foch an 
univerfal remedy, and .may fijg mftead o f t h e 
abdity and labour of the Mimftcr let it ^Ifo 
ferve tocure thef ick , mftead of the sk i and 
labour of the Phyfician j and let all other callings 
asneedlefs be put down, and let us have none but 
Masiftrates alone. > . ; f 

Pirf t , SomeMinifters are fo ignorant ? tnatit 
one of their people do but turn Antmomian, A -
nabaptift or Separate they * K * « f t x * ? f \ 
fete them': Muchlefs i f one that U learnt,and 
well-ftudied introduce thefe enow** I * « • 

E e 2 bee**' 
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Se&ary challenge them to difputef, its two to one 
but errour wil l triumph, through the infuflicien-
ty-of him that fhould defend the truth. And tn*n 
this infufficient MiniBer, wi l l turn to railing, or 
callouttothcMagiftratefor his help, to declare 
to ail that he is too weak: which will harden 
and encreafe thcfeduced party, and make them 
think that i t is the of his eaufc. , 

Secondly, And too many Minifters, who teem 
more able, are Lordly and lazy, and carry 
themfelves ftrangelv and at a diftance from the 
people, and are feldome familiar with them in 
private : And fo thev give advantage to iucn 
feducers as creep into houfes, to fow their tares, 
and for the weaker fort to vend their e r rqu^ 
when there is none t© contradi&them 
Paftors take their proper work , to which they 
are called , for a flaverj or a toil. They are 
troud and idle, that for them to watch over an r ' 
flock,and to teach them publickly and from home 
to houfe, night and day with tears ***anL. C j J 
and to watch whereby fpark appeareth, a W . " 
iently to quench it , doth feem to them fucB » 
drudgery and burden, that God were unmercij 
fal i f he ftiould impofe i t on them : Thar , 
They think God unmerciful i f he will not ratnc 
let the patient d ie , than put the Chyturgeonto 
the trouble of drefTmg his fores: I f he will o f 
let the people be damned rather (than put x 
nifters to fo much labour to inf truft 1

 d 

them. I f i t were but to take their tythesa^ 

which 
. to preach once or twice a week, a ^ m ^ k t 0 

tendeth to their appiaufe, they could 



I I again si deceivers, ^ S j 

*i ^Ss^uch: Bat Pad's exhortation Atl.ioTl^: 
nicch mtoJIcrable precifenefs. But fouls will not 

l ( h ; n f o r m e d o r reformed at fo cheap a rate. Sin 
$A corrupted them more than fo. I f we will 

U c e P » the envious man will not fleep : but when 
w e awake, we fhall find that be bath lowed his 
*arCS. Sometimes grievous Wolves wiU enter, not 

WJ faring the fiocl^: and fometimes of our own felves 
™jfl m e n *rife> faking ferverfe things, to draw Away 
of' difciples after them : Therefore watch. Study hard 
$ * *nd meditate on thefe things, and give your [elves 
$ K wholly to them, that ymr profiting may be known to all s 
j (IF that you may be able to [top the mouths of gain-

layers; and toedifie and ttablifh all the flock; 
jljjj that they be not as children tojfed to and fro , and 
# carried up and down by every wind of doclrine, by the 
A cmning flight and fubtilty of men, by which they lie 
f in wait to deceive. For to this end did Chrift give 
M. offices and gifts : Study therefore to /hew y our 

Selves workmen that need not be alhamed,* right-
f#J J y dividing, methodizing,opening, andfodefen-
\ f A ding the word of truth. Ail. 20.30,2 8,2 3 o, 
m tyh* 3. 12,14. I Tim, 4, 1 J, io% zTim,%. 
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388 Be not grange to the Poor. 

D I R E C T . X V I L 

Be not frange to the poor ones of your fact * 
hut impartial to all ^ and the fern) ants of 
all 5 mind not high things, hut condefcent 
to men of low estate. R o m . 12. i6» 

A . 
I X fouls are equally precious unto Chrift; 

, whether rich or poor. O fet the ftrange 
example of Chrifts condefcenfion ftill before your 
eyes. . Was i t the high or the /•» that were his 
familiars ? Did he live inf'nine[s,md ride in fontpy 
and aiTociate only with the rich and great} O f e C 

him wafhing bis difciples feet ? And bear mm. 
teaching them by that example, what they ought 
to do for one another. He came net to be 0^" 
fired unto but to minijltr: How fharply did he re* 
buke his difciples when they ftrove who fhouldhe 
greateft ? And fetting a little child before them, 
hath taught us what muft be our ambition: And 
that he that mU be the greatefl mtft be the fervant ot 
all: Our greatnefs lieth in the greateft o f our 
humility and ufefulnefs : Math. 18 .1 , a> g> 4- ^ 
?3. I i . Lnk.. 22. *4> »5> i& M*d.20.2*.. 

I t is lawful and meet that men in power thoM 
be honoured by us, and alfo that the people: DC 
taught to honour them : and that you * C £P ^. 
intereftinthem as is needful to the pubUkgooa-
and therfor? all converfe with them is not unlaw­
f u l : But when Minifters only attend on then*** 
and are frange and feld me among the P o o r ' \ j 
male's them accounted carnaI worldly men j 


