
388 Be not grange to the Peer. 

D I R E C T . X V I L 

Be not firange to the poor ones of your ft**k* 
hut impartial to all 5 and the fern)Ants of 
ally mind not high things^ hut condescend 
to men of low esJate. R o m . 12.16. 

A . 
I X fouls are equally precious unto Chrifl ; 

, whether rich or poor. O fet the Grange 
esimple of Cbrifts condefcenfion ftill before your 
eyes. . Was i t the high or the /•» that were his 
familiars ? Did he live in fninefs,md ride in fonfpy 
and affociate only with the rich and great} O f e C 

him wafhing his difciples feet ? And hear him 
teaching them by that example, what they ought 
to cio for one another. He came net to be 0^" 
fired mt» but to minifttr: How fharply did he re* 
buke his difciples when they fir we who fhould be 
grcatefi ? And retting a little child before them, 
hath taught us what muft he our ambition: And 
that he that mU be the greatefi mttfi be the (trvat* ot 
/ill: Oar greatnefs lieth in the greateft o f our 
humility and ufefulnefs: Mnh. 18 .1 , a> 3> 4- ^ 
?3. 1 1 . L*k.. 22. 24» »5> MMh.io.28. 

I t is lawful and meet that men in power fhonia 
be honoured by us, and alfo that the people DC 
taught to honour them : and that you ^ P l u S . 
intereftinthem as is needful to the pubUk gooa-
and therfor? all converfe with them is not unlaw­
f u l : But when Minifters only attend on then*** 
and are firange snd feU me among the r ° o r ' \ j 
male's them accounted carnaI worldly men j 



Be not firangc t$ the Poer. 3 

is unfuitable to their Lords example > and to the 
work of their calling. T h e p r are far more nu­
merous than eke rich ; and therefore our work, is 
more among them. And death will quickly level 
all. And when we have all done, we fhall find, 
that the poor receive the glad tiding* of the Gof-
•pel; and the poor of the world may be rich in 
faith, and heirs of the Kingdoms which God hath 
prepared for them that love him. Afat.n. 5. 
?-»*. 2.1,6. And that the rich do hard/y enter in­
to the Kingdome of heaven, fam. 2.$3y, But 
ye have deffifed the psor: Do not the rich men oprefs 
you, and draw you before the judgement feats} I t i« 
the poor that muft be the chief crown and com­
fort of your labours: Therefore be not Grangers 
to them; i f you would not have them account 
you lordly, worldly and felf feeking men: Jf 
you Will leave them to themfeives, and think 
vour felves too good to be their companions, or 
to come into their fmoaky Cottages, and then 
think that a lordly command or rebuke, .fliould 
ferve the u r n to keep them from errour and 
fchifm and dtfcrder, you may find your errour to 
the Churches coft, wheri it is too late. And i t 
w i l l be but a piufal excufe for your pnde or 
lazinefs, to cry out of feducers for tree^mo. 
fuch houfes, which you difdained to come in:o 
your felves: what do you by avoiding them, but 
invite any others thither that wi l l come, and 
leave them as i t were fwcpt|and garmfhed tor 
fuch evilfpirits? 

B c 4 DIRECT. 



3 9<> Do men all the good you can. 

D I R E C T . X V I I I . 

Spend and be [pent for your peoples good 5 and 
• do all the good that pofstblyyou can for their 

bodies as well as for their fouls : and think 
yotlyng that you have too dear to vein them 
iha\ they may fee that you are truly Fathers 
to them, and that their well-fare is your 
chief eft care and hufmefs. 

fjpL L I men love themfelvsjand naturally and ne-
JTlLceflarily love thofe that they know do great­
ly love them. And all men are fenfible of their 
bodily concernments, and confequently of that 
good that is done to their bodies: He that fet-
teth himfelf to relieve the poor, and to put on 0-
thers to relieve them, to vifit the f i ck , and help 
thofe that are in trouble, and to comfort the af­
flicted, to do whit good he can to all, and hurt 
to none, fhall find that their ears wi l l be open to 
his doctrine, and that they will follow him to­
wards heaven with much lefs refiftance, than o-
therwifc he muft expect. Few fuch Minifters 
do ever want fuccefs of their labours. Awd the 
covetous, clofe handed, felf-feeking and cruel, 
are ahvayes hated. And let his mony.perifh with 
him,who thinketh i t better than the fouls of men, 
and the work of God. 

DIRECT-
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D I R E C T . X I X . 

' f t t f up the Reverence ofthe ancient a»4 t2S" 
perieneed fort of Chrtfiiansy and teach the 
younger what honour they owe to thofe that 
are their elders in age and grace : For 
whileft the elder who are ufudly fober and 
feacaable , are duly reverenced, the heat 
ef rajb and giddy youth will be kept in 
order. 

Sually where the elder bear the fway ~ the 
Church hath peace (Though I know fome 

deceives *row worfe and worfe: ) And i t is 
where the young and rafii are become the predo­
minant moftefteemed party, that fchifm and dif-
orders do prevail. And though fome tell the 
people, what honour they owe their Elders by 
office j yet few acquaint them what honour youths 
owe both to the Elder in age and in experience 
and grace. I t wi l l therefore be much of the pru­
dence of the Paftors, to keep up the honour 0% 
the Elders of the people, and to preferve in trie 
younger a due efteem and reverence towards 
them. 

D I R E C T : 



$9% Defpife not, nor yet follow 

D I R E C T , X X . 

The tajlors whs will freferve the Churches 
Peace,mufi neither neglect to freferve their 
inter eft in the Kdigiom perfons of their 
charge71 ne> jet be Jo tender of it d6 to de­
part from (ober principles or wayes topleafe 
them ^ nor to make them their ^rulers, nor 
follow them into any ex orbit Ancles to avoid 
their cenfurts. 

B 
©th thefe extreams wi l l tend to confufion-" 

Fir f t , They that care not at all what men 
think of them, do but defpife their advantages to 
do good, whileft they think that they only de-
fpife the praife or. difpratfe of men. We are 
commanded not topleafe ottr ftlves, hup topleafe all 
men for their good to edification. Rom. 15. l> 3 > 3* 
Our power over them is upon their minds and 
mils, and not like Magiftraces upon their bodies 
or eftates: Therefore when we have loft their 
-hearts, we have loft our power to do them good ; 
They wil l not eafily hear him that is defpifed or 
abhorred by them. Therefore a prudent care 
mart be taken, that we be not prodigal of our_ m-
tereft in them, left i t prove to be cruelty to tneir 

° Secondly, And yet i f vve give up ourfelvef to 
their conceits and himours, and forfake t M way 
of truth or peace to keep their favour, it w i u 
prove the more dangerous extream. I nave 



the Cenforteus, ^9$ 

fore noted the peril of Minifters and the Church 
by this temptation. The r a weft and theraiheft 
profeflburs are commonly the moft violent and 
cenfori©us; And fo ready to fcorn and vilifie 
the graveft wifeft Paftors, who crofs their opi-
nions, that many honeft Minifters have been o-
vercome by the temptation ; to forfake their 
pwn judgement, and to comply with the violent 
to efcape their cenfares and contempt: But this 
is not the way to the Churches peace, i t may 
prove a palliate cure for a time, to put by at the 
prefent fome fudden inconvenience : But i t pre­
pared for after troubles and confufions. F i r f t , 
i t wil l make the rafneft and indifcreeteft people; 
(which is ufually the women ana1 young men ) 
to be the Govemours of the Church : Whileft all 
their Teachers muft hnmour them left rhey dif-
fleafe them. Secondly,When you have followed 
them a litrle way, and think there to ftop, you 
muft follow them ftill further, and never can 
forefee the end: For that weaknefs and paflion 
of theirs which crieth up one errour to day, is 
pregnant witii innumerable more 5 and may cry 
up more to morrow, and fo on. And one er­
rour commonly drawcth on more 9 and one mif-
carriagc engagcth them to another : And thef aft 
are ufually the worft : And the fame ends and 
reafons which made you go out of the way to. 
pleafe them, wil l make you ftill follow them, 
how f i r foever they go, unlefs you repent. Third-
Iy, And i f you repent and leave chemjit muft coft 
you dearer than prevention would have done: 
And you might have at much cheaper rates, for* 
taken them juft there where they forfook the 

wa 



3 9 4 Pkafe not Profeffors in a mong mj» 

Way of truth and pejce. Fourthly,And you wi l l 
by following the condu& of giddinef* and paffi-
on, difidvantage your Miniftry as to all the Jcfs 
zealous, and all che more fobcr and peaceable of 
the godly $ And you wi l l bring your fclves into 
contempt with thefe, for your levity injudici-
oufnefs and inftability : And fo you will lofe 
much more than you will get. F i f th ly , And in tr/e 
meantime you wi l l be made but the vulgars in­
strument to do hurt; you will 'be ufed by them 
but to confirm themfelves in their errour?, anc| 
to further dividing and unpeaceable defignes-
Sixthly, And when all is done, and your confei-
ences are wounded* and you are made the heads 
or leaders of factions, at iaft thofe of themfelves 
that God fheweth mercy to , w i l l fee their er-
tour,and when they repent,they wi l l give you l i t ­
tle thanks for your compliance. A finful hu­
mouring of rafh profeflburs, is as great a temp­
tation to godly Minifters, as a fwfui compliance 
m t h the Gifeatohes of the world : I mean i t is a 
» n , which our ftation and difpofition afford us 
as great temptations to. For though to a world­
ling, wealth and honour be ftronger temptations; 
yet to a godly man the applaufe or cenfare of 
thofc whom we account moft wife and gedly 
may tempt much ftronglier. And alas how or­
dinarily doth the fire of Church and ftate, which 
flameth about pur own ears, convince us of our 
errour, in following thofe whom we lhould 
lead! Ohow many doleful inftances of i t doth 
Church hiftory afford us! There are not many of 
the tumults that have coft the lives of thoufands 
Ibqut Religion , but were kindled by the young 



The end ef rafh and finful heats. 3 6% 

Injudicious profeffours, who drew in their Tea­
chers to humour them in countenancing too much 
of their diforders. Hiftorians tell us that when 
K ng Francis of France had forbid the reproach­
ing of the Papifts way of worlhip, and filenccd, 
the Minifters for not obeying him ; many of the 
hot brain'd people, took up the way of provoking 
them by fcornful pictures & libelsjkanfing up and -
down in the ftreets fuchridieulous and reproach-1 

ful rhimes and images: But this (which was nose 
of the way of God ) began that perfection (by 
provoking the King ) which coft many thoufandsj,' 
i f not hundred thoufand lives before i t ended. 
And the Synod at Rochel which refufed the grave 
couEfel of DH PhfsyDa Moulin and many fuch o-
thers, was ftirred up by the peoples zeal; and 
ended in the blood of many fcore thoufands, and 
the ruine of the power of the Proreftams in 
France. Abundance of fuch fad mftances might 
be given, i f EngUnd need to go any whether: 
elfe for matter of warning than to i t felf. He 
that after the experiences ofchisage, wil l tmnk 
i t fit to follow the condua of injudicious zealots, 
is left as unexcufable asalmoft any man, that ne-. 
verbid a fight of hell. The aretdful ruine o£ 
W ^ / r * according to Chrifts preoi&ion (fuch 
a* the world hath fcarce feen befides ) was raft 
in the like manner brought about by thofe f u ­
rious ones whom y ^ c a l l e t h t h e z e a o t s 

But if you will do all things good wdUM to 
win men,md offend them by mmtoecijfary things 
and yet ftand your ground, and ftir not an inch 
from[troth* \<Umefs VetyOttmh to pleafe a-
nv pccple in the would. This way fhall do your 



3$)6 Stand f a f i in fober principles. 

Work at laf t : Men will at laft perce ive the worth 
of fober principles and wayes: A t leaft when 
Mountebanks have killed aioft of their patients* 
the reft wil l repent, and wif l i that they had hear­
kened to the counfellers of peace. They that run 
rouHd, when they find themfelves giddy and rea­
dy to fall , wi l l lay bold upon femewhat which is 
firm and ftable. Compliance with one of the 
contentious parties, may make you cried up by 
that party for a time : But the contrary faction 
wi l l as much cry you down ; and your eftimation 
is but like an Almanack for a year: And they 
themfelves that needed your finfulbelp for fome 
prefent job , w i l l be like enough ere long to caft 
you off (as is aforefaid : ) And i f they do not, 
you arc objects of pity to fober (landers by: And 
in the next age, the name of a MtlanElkw, a 
cer, a Bcrftmji Crocitu, an Vfhery and other fuch 
Peace-makers,will be pretious to pofterity,wheri 
the memory of fierv dividers Will be difhonoura-
ble. Keep your ftanding, and (lick clofer to 
truth and juftice and peace, than to any party,and 
refolvedly give up your felves to pleafe God*and 

ou wi l l be no loofers by i t ; And its two to one 
ut at laft fome of the contenders, wi l l defire you 

to be the arbitrators of their controverfies, when 
they are weary of contending, and wil^give you 
the honour of healing the wounds, which t D C * r 

ralh injudicious zeal hath made* 

D l R E G t . 



Contend not among your felves. 

D I R E C T . X X I . 

The Pafiors who willpreferve the peace of the 
people^tnufl notcontend among thcmfclves.* 
Bfpecially they muft take heed, that they 
engage not in any needlefs enmity, againfi 
any ofthofe Bivines, who for their learn­
ing or piety are moji highly reverenced in 
the Church* 

FI r f t , When Paftors fall into parties, theyal-
wayes draw the people with them : lome 

w i l l take one part, and fome another. I f the 
Officers divide, the fouldiers wil l certainly be 
divided. And though one of the dividing par­
ties may get the advantage of the fwoad, and fup-
prefs the other, they are neverthelefs in the way 
to increafe the fch i fm, while the people wi l l 
think never the worfe of the party which is afflict­
ed and trodden down. Schifmes are moft com­
monly begun or at leaft formed among the Pa­
ftors : And among them the cure muft be begunj 
and principally peri or met?. Arid when the wourd 
is made, i t muft not be 'defpifed ; but the threat-
ned ifTues mud be fCrefeen ; and the neceflity ©f 
a cure apprcher:(.e<" : and fcarce any pa?ns or 
coft muft be thought too great to quench the fire. 
The proud and catrakpei(on , who thinks all is 
w e l l , i f he can but fecwre his intereft, and by 
fpurning at diflenters, make them feem contemp­
tible : doth caft oil 14 en the flames , sr.d may 



39$ Kjibufe n4t the moft valued Minijlery. 

himfelf feel the greateft heat at laft. And he chac 
can ftand by as unconcerned, and deny his fervice 
to Lore and Peace, and to the wounded Ghurch, 
l e f t i t c o f t him too dear, may foon find that he 
hath lof t , even that which he hath thought; to 
fave. O that the Peace- makers would cry aldud, 
and found the retreat to contending Paftors, and 
O that God would rebuke that pride and carnality, 
felf-conceitednefs and love of worldly things, 
which wi l l not fuffer them yet to hear \ IV 

Secondly, And efpectfl'ly when rhofe that are 
moft reverenced and valued by the zcaloufeft 
Chrittians, are envied, or afflided by the reft> i t 
ever tendeth to divifions in the Church. For 
the Offerings of fuch wil l never abate their e> 
fteem, with thofe who honour them. And i f 
fearfhould flop their mouths for a time, the fire 
wil l ftill burn within, and be too ready to break 
out into more open fchifms when opportunity 
ferveth them. Yea the Churches of old have 
found great caufe to be very tender how they n-
fed fuch reverenced valued Paftors, though they 
ftould fall into any errour; and fomctimes to 
connive or bear with much, left they Aould oc-
Cafion a far worfe difeafejby, the imprudent curing 
ofaleffer. 

And I dare be bold to proclaim to the conten­
tious Paftors, of all the Churches wherefoever, 
that True Piety, Love, Humility and Prudence, can 
h ippily heal a great many of dijfentions, which to the 
carnal, uncharitable, frond and imprudent, feem un-
curable, and by their malignant medicines are ftill 
*x after ate d and made worfe, 
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* But alas chis quarrelfomc diftemper in M i n i ­
fters, bath h id fuch pernicious effects upon the 
Church, and is f t i! l going on to more confulion, 
that i t defeiyeth and calleth for our commen la­
mentation. And if we muft lament it with de-
fpair, as an uncurable difeafe, I fear we muft with 
equal defpair Iarrienr the Churches ruines, and the 
confamption of Rel g'on. For how can we ex­
pect chat the people ftould hear, i f the Paftors 
be obdurate and remedilefs > And who ih.aU cure 
them, i f their Phyhcians themfeivesbe they that 
doinfeathem? { 

I fpeak not againft the neceffary defence of 
Truth, fo be it that it be truth indeed which we-
defend, and that the defence be indeed necejfary 5 
and that the manner be fuired to the end^ and to 
the nature and rule of Chriftianity. Bat the itch 
which caufed the Churches fcab , is of a different 
defcription. For f i : ft, it proceedeth from a fait 
acrimonious humour in the blood - Not that th;re 
isroblcod in our veil s which hath better prin­
ciples and qualities : But alas it is tainted with 
this corroding fait, which harh bred cur Jeprofie ; 
As i f Chiift had made us the fait of the earth, not 
to preferve the world from puirefaftion, but to 
bite and fret all that we have any thing to do with 
( yea and thofe that we have nothing to do wi th ; 
and by the fait Catarrhs of our back-bitirgs and 
peevifh cenfures and reproaches, to bring the 
Church of Chrift into a confumption.- There is 
in many of us a love and zeal for Truth in the 
general (and no wonder i f we are but men.) But 
when we meet i t we know it not j but revile i t , 
and fcratch it by the fsce * As the Jews did long 

F i fos 
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for the coming of the Mefliah,but when he came, 
they knew him not , but crucified him as a de­
ceiver and blafphemer • their prejudice fixing 
them in the dungeon of unbelief. Aid. 3.1,2,3. 
The Lord whom ye fee\fhallfnddenly come to his Tem­
ple) even the Mtfienger of the Covenant whom ye de* 
light in — But who may abide the day of his coming, 
and who (hall/land when he appeareth. For he is like a 
refimrs fire, and like fullersjlpe : and he (hall fit, as 
a refiner, and purifier cffilveryand he fhallpurifie the 
fonsof Levi.— What abundance, of the zealous 
henourers of Truth are daily employed in revi­
ling snd contradicting it ? As they do by Peace,z-
ven profecuteit to the death,by the moft peiverfe 
oppofitions, and unpeaceable principles and pra-
ftifes, while they cry up nothing more than 
Peace ? And do they deal any better by Holi* 
nefs i t felf. He that is for a Holinefs, which 
cenfifteth not in Love to God and man, ( to God 
for himfelf and to Man for his fake ) is like the 
Heathens who are zealous for a God; but he 
nuf t be made of fomething unlikeft to him that 
is God indeed; Or like the Mahometans, who 
are zealous Mufielmsns or believers} but i t is in 
themcftgrofs deceiver. And he that wil l pro­
mote Love by fnarling and barking at all that are 
ftrangers to him, and not of hs own houfe, (hall 
at laft partake of the f; uits of fuch Love as he pro­
moted : And he may as wifely hope at laft to 
bring the Church to Peace a!fo, by worrying i t , 
by fplerctick cenfures and divifaons.in defpightof 
the experience of our prefentage, and of alJ the 
world. What ever is dore againft L O V E is 
cone-aj.aii-.ft MUmefs and againft Gcd, and againlt 
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the Ltfe of the Church : And therefore i f any 
Love- killer do call himfelf, a fervantof Chrif t 
and a friend to Halinefs or to the Churchy he mufl: 
fii'ft prove that murdering i t is an a& of friendship, 
and a fervice acceptable to Chrift : One would 
think by their pra^ife, that fome men took A-
brabams trial for their Law, and accounted ir the 
»cr£ of juftifying faith, to k}H the Church, and of­
fer i t up in facrifice to C h r i f t : But before they 
brinw us to believe that fuch a facrifice is accep­
table to him , who offered himfclf a facrifice foe 
the Church, and whocalleth for a living acceptable 
facrifice, Rom. I L L They have need to make a 
better proof of their authority, than Keliey did 
of his Revelation, when he brought Bo&or Dee 
to confent to adultery by the fame pretended 
warrant: God who is Loveaccepteth not fuch a 
facrifice at the hands of Love-killers and Church-
deftreyers. .. 

But efpecially when befides this acrimony of 
mind, there mall other more pernicious difea-
fes be cdntraaed, and foment thefe cenfuret & re-
froachesot (heir brethrenithemtlignity of thedifc 
eafe is a fad prognoflick.Twofuch caufescl 1 C f W 
layeth open, one ^ff.»0.3O.the other- Rom.16.17, 
iS.One is the devilifh fin of pride; and » defire to 
havemanydifciples to be our a p p l a u d e r s [ r ^ / 
fveahververfe things to draw amydifctfUs a\ter them} 
The other felfijhnefs, carnality and coveteou nefs 
\ Theyferve not the lord Jefa hut their own bdlUsA 
And foi Pet. 1. t- ThroughCoveteoufnefsthey (h*ll 
»ltb feigned wrdt make Merchandife of yon : I ney 
buy and fell mensfouls for gain ; Thefe arc Gam, 

faers in a double fenfe: Their craft inngeth them 
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in no {mall gain, and left i t JbouU befet at nought, 
fot gain thzy do gain*fay the truth, and raife up 
tumults againft the beft of the fervants ©f Chrift i 
as Ab~t* ie>. 24, 27. I t is for gain and worldly 
glory, that they fay what they fay againft thofe 
that are wifer and fmcerer than themfelves. 

The fum of ail this ( and moft thatfolloweth ) 
is in 1 Tim. 6. 3, 4, 5. If any manteach otherwifc, 
and. conftnt nu to the whole fome words, the words of 
our Lord Jejm Chrift ( mark, i t is not to the 
words of any new faith-makers dev fing, and to 
the doElrine which is according to Godlinefs, he is 
frond ( though he may cry down pride ) knowing 
nothing ^though he may cry down ignorance) 
hut doting about qaeftions ( though he may feelB to 
be wife and of high attainments J and.ftrifes »f 
words while he feemeth to plead for the life °f 
Religion ) whereof cometh envy, ft rife, railing^ 
evil furmifings ( while they pretend to no left 
neceflary a work, than the faving of Truth and 
the peoples fouls ) : Perverfe diffutings of men of 
corrupt minds (the impatient fcratch'ngs of thofe 
whofe corrupt blood muft needs have vent, and 
therefore caufcth this itch of quarrelling) and 
deftitute of the truth ( whileft they think they are 
faving the life of truth ) fuppofing that gain if g°^~ 
linefs ( being fo blinded by the love of gain that 
they make themfelves believe, that is the caufeof 
truth and Godlinefs which maketh for their gain ; 
and that the raifing of them , is the raifing of the 
Church ; and that alltendethto the intereft off 
religion, wfeich tendeth to make them great.and 
rich J From fuch tarn away (that i s ; own them 
not in hypocritical wrarglings, but turn your 
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backs upon them, as men unworthy to be d i* 
«puted with in their way. Anfwer not thefooi 
according to his folly, i.e. word i t not with him 
in his fboJifh way ; left you make him think him­
felf worthy to be difputed with. Talk not with 
mm at his rates; And yet anfwer him accord in or 
to his folly j by fuch conviction and rebukes as 
Js meet for fooles, and as may make him under­
stand his folly j left he be wife in his own eyes, 
*nd think that none can ftand before him. 

Secondly, And it is commonly the moft ign@m 
**nt fort of .Minifters, who are the liberal/eft of 
their fupercilious contempt of thofe, whofe un­
derstandings and worth are above their cenfures. 
I f a controverfie be ftarted , which they either 
never ftudied , or'have only turned over the pa­
ges of a few books, to number the fheets, and 
never fpent one year in the deep and ferious 
fearch of the tru'h which is in queftion; O: i f 
they haveclumfie wits, that cannot feel fo fine a 
thred, nor are capable of mattering the difficul­
ties ; None then are ( ufually) fo ready to ihoot 
t^eir bolt, and pafs a Magifterial fcnteace, and 
gravely and ignorantly tell the ignorant, what er-
r-ours fuchor fuch a one maintainethas thefe 
that talk of that which they never underftood. 
For as I have known many unlearned fots, that 
had no artifice to keep up the reputation of their 
learning, than in all companies to cry down fuch 
and fuch (who were wifer than themfelves) for 
nofchollars, but unlearned men; fo many that 
are or mould be confcious of thedulnefs and ig­
norance of their fumbling and ( unfurnifhed 
brains, have no way to keep up the reputation 

f f , of 
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of their wifcdome, with their fimple followers, 
but to tell them, O fuch a ore hath dangerous 
errours, and fuch a book is a dangerous book ; 
and they hold this, and they hold that; and fo to 
make odious the opinions or pra&ifes of others, 
which they underftand no t : And rhis'doth their 
bu'finefs with thsfc filly fouls, who hear not what 
can be faid againft them, as well as i f they were 
the words of truth and fobernefs. 

As for the younger and emptier fort of Mini* 
fters, i t is no wonder, i f they underftand not 
that which they had never opportunity to ftudy, 
or have taken but a fuperficial tafte of : But it 
were to be wifhed that they were fo humble a? 
to confefc that they are yet but beardlefs; and 
that time and long ftudy is needful to make them 
as wife as thofe ( who with equal wit and grace) 
have had many more years of ferious ftudy , and 
greater opportunities to know the truth : and that 
they have not their wifdomc by fpecial infpirati-
*n or revelation j nor fo far excel the reft or 
mankind in a miraculous wi t , as to know that by 
a few years lazy ftudy , which others know not 
by the laborious humble fearches of a far longer 
time. One would think, that a little Humility 
might ferve the turn for thus much. 

But i f ignorance get poft (Son of the ancient 
and grey-headed, i t triumpheth then, anddeh-
eth little David, and faith, Give me a man t&at 
Imaydifpute with him? Or rather, Away witft 
theheretick: he is not worthy to be deputed 
with. For wifedome groweth not with years: 
And a courfer wit may be poaring forty or fatty 
years, after that which another may fooner un-
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derftand. Much time and ftudy is necefiary to 
great wifedome : But much time and fluty may 
confift with very mean attainments; and doth 
nos alwayes reach the wifedome which is fought. 
And in fuch a cafe., the ancient anci grey-headed 
think that veneration is their due \ and that i f 
they gravely fentence fuch or fuch to>e errone­
ous, they are injured i f they are not -thieved. 
They have not wifdome enough to make their 
age honourable; and therefore they expect that 
their age fhould make their wifdome honour­
able. , , 

Thirdly, and becaufe they are not able to en­
dure the light, nor to ftand before the power of 
open t ru th , they find i t neceffaryrodoalmolt 
all their work by back-biting : When they are 
out of the hearing of thofe whom they back-bite, 
among fuch as are as little fenfible of this hate­
ful fin as they; then they have th s man and 
that man , this party and that party to re­
proach. „ , 

Fourthly, And (as Mr . Robert Bolton well no-
teth) to hide the malignity of their fin, and to 
cheat the hearers and their own consciences) they 
wil l firft feem to praife him , and to coofeis rha 
heisinotherrefpeasa very worthy, a learned 
or a pious man, and then bring in t W bacMa-
t in - with a [but . ] And that which muft fanai-
fielll this fin, andturne 
is thefeemingintereftofGod, and of religion. 
They do ali out of a s^/ of God ( I c t n n p t f i y , 
A ^al {or God) though it be not 
knowledge I f i t was an untruth which tbey ipUcc 
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to prcferve the hearers from errour and danger : 
afthey reviled that which thev never underftood, 
it: was to keep the Church from the infedion : I f 
they tear the Church, and ufe their reputa.ion to 
murder Love, and to make others odious who 
are wifer than they , ail this is but for the de-

k C e i ° f t f U t h : A n d l f ] t benon-fenfe o r e m 7 
Which they vent, they never repent of i t ( thats 

i m L C l h , l t S ) b e c a n f t : '^ey think that the Lord 
and the Church, and the hearers have need of it . And 
Jo a I thofe Texts are to them Apocritha, which 
condemn their fin. Pf*l. i T . 3 . *Cor. 12.20. 
^ow.1.30. Prcv. 25. 23. And fin is fo befrien­
ded in mans corrupted nature, that they meet 
but with few angry countenances to drive away fuch 
reverend backbiting tongues. 

Nay that they may abufe Gods word and name, 
againft God, to the devils fervice, they arm 
themfelves (as the Tempter did Math. 4. ) with 
Gods, authority and fcripture, and wil l charge 
thofe with fin who would reprove their fin, and 
bring them to repentance : And as Mafte-r Her-
forf noteth, how the Pope under the reverend 
garb1 of Chrifts Vicar, doth do the like things to 
the fupprefling of the Church and Trurh, as 
Turks and Heathens do under the name cf open 
enemies: fo thefe men find that the names of 
Minifters and Chriftians, with the words of God 
abu[ed% are among the well-meaning, a moire ef­
fectual means to do that woik which God abfcor-
reth. I have long ufed to refift this fin of Uc\-
luing; and (not to juflifie the faults of any, but> 
to convince the backbiter of his fin. And I fel-
dornc do i t , but they report of ms that I am a 

defender 



. 4 ° 7 
dejender of fuch md ft eh corruptions : One back-
biteth men as Prelatifts and formalists; another 
the Presbyterians; another the Independents 5 
and another the Anabaptifts; and fay fuch a one 
u ef fuch a feblr and ever with epithefes of re­
proach : And when I tell them that the way to 
do them good» is to convince tfeesn of their er­
rour to their faces, and not to talk of them be­
hind their backs, they report me prefently to 
be a patron of the f e & , becaufe I was a re­
prover of their unchriftian vice. 

And many of them having not fo far digefted 
their Religion, as to fee the evidences of Jt in 
themfelves, are fain to take it upon truft from o-
thcrs: And they choofe that party to caft this 
great truft upon, which they think to be moft ve­
nerable. The Papift choofeth for number and 
worldly poosp and order : The carnal felf-feeker 
choofeth the party, which may moft further his 
preferment and honour in the world : The ho-
neftcr fe&aries do choofc the party , wlaich fee-
metb to them to be the moft illuminated or moft 
(trill: And fome have the w i t , to look moft at 
thofej that fet as many of thefe together as may 
be hoped for. But among whomever they caft 
their lot, their way to preferve the reputation of 
Orthodoxnefr, and the peace of that conscience 
which made the choice, is to be liberal in reproa­
ching thofe that differ in any thing from the fe& 
which they have chofen. ( For how much of the 
Chriftian world is now in fe&s, is a thing which 
requireth more lamentation , than proof.) As 
the Dominicans when they have written far much 
more than Calvin aboic [^determination, they 

have 
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have no way to keep their honour with their 
fca(tlicPipifts) but to rail at theCalvinifts 
and belye them,and charge them with that which 

• they abhor, that fo they may feem fufficiently to 
differ from them. 

But the greaceft reafon of this contentious 
back-biting quarrelling rumour, is Ignorance 
i f f c j f . which wil l not g;'ve them leave fo much 
as to fee the difficulty of the points which they 
o?pofe; much lefs the truth of that which they 
have not been ufed to. The way which is fpo-
h» *&ri*fty they think they may alfo boldly fpeak 
againft. 

Andhypocrifie ( tho-jgb mixed with fincerity) 
nath too great a hand in this with many. Thelefs 
men are taken up in that true religion which con-
fiftethin Heaven-work and Heart-work, in the 
Love of God and man, and the mortification of 
their felfifhnefs- and pride; the more they are 
addicted to make i t up with a contentious zeal 
for their feveral wayes, opinions and modes of 
worshipthat^ they may not feetn to be cold or 
neutral in religion. They never underftood the 
third Chapter of J Ames > nor many other fuch 
texts of fcripture. 

O that the Minifters of Chrift were once fen­
fire, not here only bat through all the Chriftian 
world, what a plague the conjunction of their ig-
nonnce and conten'iosfnefs, and their dividing 
felf ifh z « l hath been to the Churches of Chrift? 
And what they have done againft the fouls of 
men, by violence, and by beading parties, and by 
laying Heaven and Hell upon the opinions, which 
they never underftood » and by departing f r o n 
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the primitive ftmpiicity and charity I And how 
odious a pra&ife i t is, of ignorant Minifters, to 
keep up the reverence of their wifedome, or Or-
thodoxnefs or piety, by the Secret back?bltings and 
reproaches of Others, whofe perfons perhaps they 
never faw; or whom they never once foberly dif-
coiirfcd with face to face j or whofe writings 
perhaps they never read, or thought i t not worth 
their time and labour to underftand them; and 
yet take i t to be their piety to revile by hear-fay 
and blind furmifes, and judge in a caufe which 
txhey never impartially heard and underftood. 

There is none of thofe Minifters of Chrift 
whom you reproach, but is to be Serviceable to 
hsmafter for the faving of mens fouls: And you 
are fatansinftruments t« block up their way, and 
to turn away the hearts of people from their do-
arine. I f every Min.fter ( especially your 
Selves) who hath as great an errour, mould be 
made odious for i t to their hearers; you might 
all put up your pines, and find that your artifice 
hathfirft Silenced your felves, by the righteous 
law, - Nee enim lex jvftior nil* eft: Q»*<»™» 
artifices arte perire fn*. Or in the words of Chrif t ; 
mth»b«mf*fHTt you mete, it fall he meafured to 

y° Did you fee the uglinefe of Tgnorjnt P ^ j & ^ 
contentious zeal, as contrary to. holy Light and 
Love, vou would think you faw a devil,-Spitting 
outfire'andbnmftone, and would never more, 
take it for your honour, nor for a mar* ot a 
child of God. ' r , • „ 

And i f you knew how every word cf obloquy 
especially by ^gairftycur orethjen, 
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doth tend to infeft the" hearers with~7helame 
vices and ki l l their Love, and lead th«m into d i -
vihons, you would take heed for the fake of o-
*hers. ( Unlefs you are of thofe who are foolinV 
er than the devil , and would build Chrifts houfe 
and Kingdome by dividing i t . Math. 12. ) One 
raikthat Luther, and another at Calvin^nd ano­
ther at Arminim , and another at this mao, and 
another at that, for matters which are above their 
reach; and the people are taught to rail at a l l ; 
and to make it alfo their talk behind mens backs, 
to prate againft this man and that man and the 0-
tber; and in time t o f h e w i t , by breaking into 
fe&s: In a word fuch carnal courfes of thei? 
Teachers, do make or harden carnal profef-
fors , to be one for Paul, and another for jipollo, 
aad another for Cephas, but few fincerely and 
prudently for C h r i f t : fothat infteadof Holinefs, 
love and Concord, we have in almofta.Il com­
pany little but ignorant cenforious wrang­
ling, at the opinions of thofe that they never 
were acquainted wi th , or at tbe controverted 
pra&ifes, or circumftances of worfhip , which 
arc not fuitable to their prejudice and cuftom,and 
©f which they never defiredto be the impartial 
hearerscfa juf t account. 

I f ever God wi l l ihew mercy to his Church, 
hewilf give them Paftors after his heart, who 
fhitt abound in Light and Love, and lead thepeo* 
pie into Concord upon the ancient terms; and 
make ft their work, to bring this Love-killing 
fpiri t inro hatred; whether it work by the way 
of ftnvirig-difputes, or dividing principles or 
pra&ifes, or by reproaching others: by corpo-
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rai cruelty 0 r by a.Re].g10us cenforious cruel­
ty, Wrucn doth not ftrike men , but unchurch and 
f a n d yfyw*** from them as men unfit 
jor cnrifban communion. And whileft the Pa-
Kors take another courfe, we muft patiently 
wait and pity the Church, and fore-fee our fur­
ther mifery in this prognoftick ; though the 
gui ty being puffed up with the conceits of their 
precioufnefs to God, do promife themfelves the 
dehres of their hearts. 

Are not the fons of Levi yet refined ? when 
they have been in fo many furnaces and fo long J 
When wifedem, holinefs and humility are their 
nature, and felf i l l i pride and worldlinefs are 
cured, this wrinkled malignant E N V Y wil l 
then ceafe j and an honeft emulation to excel one 
another in wifdome and Love and all good works, 
wil l then take place. And then we fhall not, 
like drunken men, one day fight and wound each 
other; and the next day cry out of our wounds a 
and yet go on in our drunken fits, to make t i e® 
wider. 



4 1 a Scrip^res for Peace and Patience 

D I R E C T . X X I I . 

Laftly, Let all the CWiniflers of Chrift, fo 
deeply ftudy their wonderful/ pattern of 
Love and tendernejs, metknejs and pati­
ence, and all thefe pafjages of Holy Scrip" 
ture y which ft ill commend thefe vertues to 
hkfervants , till their fouls are caft into 
this facred mould, and habituated to this 
Image and imitation of their Lord: ^4nd 
then Vertue will go from them, and they 
will be healing among all whenever they 

fhMi come 5 As fire goeth out from the 
flinty contenders by their coSifions, which 
maketh them ft ill incendiaries and consu­
mers of the Churches Peace. 

I W i l l therefore end thefe 'Directions with the 
bare repetition of fome more o f thofe fa­

cred words, ( befides thofc forecited ) which 
may befit to breed fuch a gracious habit, in 
thofc that will faithfully itudy and receive 
them. 

/ A . 9. 6,7. The government fhall be laid up­
on his fhoulder, and his name lhall be all^d 
Wonderful, Counfellor, the mighty God, the 
everlafting father, the Prince of Peace ; Of the 
increafe of his Government and Peace there /hall 
be no end. 

tf*. 40. 11. He lhall feed his flock like a 
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Shepherd; he (hall gather the Iambs with his arm, 
and carry them in his bofome> and mail gently 
lead thole that are with young. 

J fa. 42. 1, 2, 3.4. Behold my fervantwhom I 
uphold : mine ele& in whom my foul delighteth; 
1 have put.my fpir i t upon him; he fhaij bring 
forth judgement to the Gentiles: He Shall nci 
cry, nor l i f t up, nor caufc his voice to be heard 
in the Street : A bruifed reed mail he not break ; 
and the fmokmg flax fhall he not quench:he fhali 
brin° forth judgement unto truth : He fhall not 
fail nor be difcouraged,till he have fet judgement 
in the earth j and the ifles fhall wait for his 
law. 

/ />. 44. 3^4, 5. I will pour water upon h;m 
that is thirfty, and floods upon the dry ground • 
I will peur my fpirit on thy feed and my blefling 
on thy off- fpr ing: And they fhall fpr ing up as a-
mong the grafs, as willows by the water-courfes: 
One (hall fay, I am the Lords, and another fhall 
Call himfelf by the name of Jacob .- and another 
lhali fubfcribe with his hand unto the Lord , and 
furnamehimfelfbythen*mecf//r^/ 

? / < J / . I I ® . 2 ^ . Rule thou in the midlt of thine 
enemies: Thy people fhall be willing in the day 
of thy power; in the beauties of holinefs. 

I f ael that feed themfelves ; Should not the fhep-
herds feed the flocks ? Ye eate the fat and cloath 
vou with the wool, ye k i l l them that are fed, but 
ye feed not the flock : Thedifeafed have ye not 
ftrenethened; neither have ye healccthat which 
waslfck; neither have ye bound m> that which 
was broken: rcither ha\e ye brought again thn 
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which was driven away, neither have ye fought 
that which was loft But with F*«*and with 
Crushy have ye ruled them; and they were Scat­
tered, becaufe there is no fhepherd — Read the 
reft of that Chapter. 

n # And there fhallcome fort j i a rod oat 
of the ftem of fife, and a branch /hall grow out 
of his roots : And the fpiri t of the Lord fhall 
reft upon him, the fpir i t of wifedome and under-
ftanding, the fpir i t of counfel and might, the 
fpir i t of knowledge , and of the fear of the 
Lord: and fhall make him of quick undemanding* 
in the fear of the Lord, and he ftiall not judge af* 
ter the fight of his eyes, nor reprove after the 
hearing of his ears; but with righteoufaefs fhail 
he judge the poor, and reprove wifli equity for 
the meek of the earth: and he fhall finite the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips fhallhe flay the wicked — The 
wolf fhall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
lhall lie down with the k i d : and the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together j arid a little 
child fhall lead them : And the cow and the bear 
fhall feed ; their young ones fhall lie down toge­
ther : and the lion fhall eat ftraw like the oxe i 
and the fucking child fhall play on the hole of ih? 
afp, and the weaned child lhall put his hand on 
the cockatrice den. They fhall not hurt, nor de-
ftroy in all my holy mountain : for the earth fhall 
be ful l of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the fea. See alio cap. 65. 25. , 

If*. 2. 2, i , 4 , 5. And i t fhail come to pais 
in the laft'dayes, that the mountain of the Lords 
houu fhall be efhbliihed in th« top of the moun­

tains', 
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tarns, and mall be exalted above the nils, and ail 
nations fhall flow unto ;t : And many people 
fiiall go and fay, Come ye and let us go up to 
the Mountain of the Lord , to the houfe of the 
God of J4f0$,ihdhe will teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths: For out of Zim fhalf »o 
Forth the Law, and the Word of the Lb d from 
Jernfalem : And he fhall jadge among the nati­
ons, and mail rebuke many people: And they 
*hall beat their fvVords into plow-fhares, and 
their fpears into pr'un ng-h )oks ; Nation fhall 
notlift up fword againft nation, neither mail they 
learn wars any more. O houfe of Jacob , come 
ye and let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

Mai. 2. 5,6, 7, 8 ,o , i o . My covenant w*as 
*tit\i(Levi) of life and }tace ; and I give them 
to him for the fear wherewith he feared me, —— 
The law oStruth was in his mouth , and iniquity 
was not found in his lip's: He walked with me in 
Peace'and Equity j and did turn many from in i ­
quity •" For the Priefts lips mould keep know­
ledge and they V u l d feek the Law at his mouth; 
For he is the Meflenger of the; Lord of hefts. But 
ye are departed out of the way I ye have caufed 
many to ftumble at the Law : ye have corrupted 
the Covenant of Levi\~~ Therefore have t alfd 
made you contemptible and bafe before all rhe 
people, according as ye have net kepc my wayes, 
but have been partial in the Law. 

Zechj 9. Behold thy Kmg cometh unto thee t 
he is j u f t , and having falvatj'oh ; lowly and rfc 
din* on an afs - He £hall fpeak peace to (he hea-
thch, and his dominion ihail be from fea to 
f c a ~ / ... 

N • G g Math% 
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Math, n . 19. Learn ©f me,, for I am meek 
and lowly in heart ; and ye {hall find reft unto 
your fouls* 

Luke ^ 18. He hath anointed me to preach the 
Gofpeltothe poor, he hath fent me to heal the 
broken-hearted — 43 I muft preach the Ko?g-
dome of God to other Cities alfo, for therefore 
am I fent. 

M*rk_. 3. 20, 21 . The multitude cometh to­
gether again, fo that they could not fo much as 
eat bread. And when hismends heard of it,they 
went out to lay hold on mm j for they faid, He 
is befide him elf. 

Job. 4 . 32, f 4 , I have meat to eat that ye 
know not of ~ My meat is to do the wi l l of him 
that fent me and to f ln i i l i his work. 

job. 9 .4 . I muft work the works of him that 
fent me while i t is day : the night cometh when 
no man can work. 

Lnk.z*. 24.And there was a ftnfe among them, 
which of them fhOiild be accounted the greateft. 
Math. 20.1-5, 26, 27. But JeTus called them to 
him andfaid, ye know that the Princes of the 
Gentiles exercife dominion ever them , and they 
that are great exercifc authority upon them. But 
i t fhall not be fo among you but whofoever wil l 
be great among you let him be your M i n i f t e f i 
and whofoeyer wil l be chief among you let him 
be your fervant: Even as the fon of anan came 
not to be miniftred to,but to minifter and to give 
his l i fe a ranfome for many. 

Job. j 8.36.My Kingdome is not of this wor ld-
Ellc would my ieiYants fight. 
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Lnk-12.14. Who made me a judge or a divi­
der over you ? 
. 1 Pet. 5. 2, ?, 4. Feed the flock of God which 
J* among you, taking the over-fight thereof; not 
hy conftraint but willingly; not for filthy lucre, 
hut of a ready mind • Neither as being Lords o-
V c r ( or, Over-ruling ) Gods heritage, but be-
^enfamples to the flock : And when the chief 
ftepheardihall appear, ve mail receive a crown 
°f Glory* 

2 fir, 1. 34. Not for that we have domini­
on over* your fai th, but are helpers of youc 
Joy. 

M*th,*i.%. Be not ye called Rabbi; for one 
ia your Matter Chnflr : and all ye are bre­
thren. 

1 Cor. 4 . 1 , 2. Let a manfo account of us as of 
the Minifters of Chrift , and Stewards of the my-
fteries of God. 

2 Cor, 10.8. &n. 8,10. For we can do no* 
thing againft the truth, but for the truth ; accor­
ding to the power, which the Lord hath given 
me to edification, and not to deftruaion. 

Aft. 2© 18,1 J. Ye know after whatmannec 
J have been with you at all feafons: ferying the 
Lord with all humility of mind, and with many 
tears,- ao And have taught youpublickly and 
from home to houfe- In every City bonds and 
amotions abide me;butnone of thefe things move 
me, neither count I my life dear unto my felt, 
that I might fimfh my courfe with joy % and the 
miniftery which I have received of the Lord Je« 
fus, to teftifie to you the grace of God. 
20, 50 ,31, Grievous wolves mall enters- Ana 

G 2 i o t 



418 Hew ¥afior$ muft fupprtfs err ours. 

of your own fclves men fhall arife^fpeaking pcr-
verfc things to draw away difciples after them : 
Therefore watch,and remember that by the fpace 
of three years I ceded not to warn every one 
night and day with tears. 

33,34. I have coveted no mans filver or gold 
or apparel: yea your felves know that thefe hands 
have miniftred to my neceflkies , and to them 
that were with me : I have fhewed you all things, 
how that fo labouring ye ought to fupportthe 
weak — 

a €w. 11. «. O f my felf I will not glory but 
in my infirmities. So 9, io» I take pleafnre in 
infirmities, in reproaches, in neceftities, in per­
fect ions, in diftreffes for Chrifts fake : foi when 
I am weak, then am I ftrong. 

2 Tim. 2. 23, 24, *y. But fool i fh and unlear­
ned queftions avoid , knowing that they do gen­
der ftrifes : And the fcivant cf the Lordmult 
not ftrive but be gentle to all men ; apt to teach, 
patient inmeeknefs inflc^&ing thofe that oppofe 
thcmfclves, i f God peradventure wi l l give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth. 

1 Tim. 3. i 7 3. A Bifhop muft be blamelefs, 
apt to teach — no ftriker, nor greedy of filtnv 
lucre, but patient— 

Tit. 1. 7, § , 9 , 1 0 . A Bifhop muft be blame-
lefs as the Steward of God , Hot [elf-willed ( 
fe!f-pleafmg , or ftiffe in his own conceit; not 
foon angry, not given to wine, no ftriker, not gi­
ven to filthy lucre, but a lover of hcfpitabty, 
lev rofgoodmer , fobcr, juf t , hcly, r c m P L

c !"* ' e ' 
holding faft the faithful word, as he hath been 
taught, that he D ay be able by found 


