~buke his difciples when they ffrove who [bould be

t
- and are frange and [eldime among the poor .’

€

288 B¢ ot flrange tothe Poor.

““DIRECT. XVII -

Be not frangetoshe poor ones of your flock i
bus empartial to all 5 andthe fervants of
all 5. wind not high things, but condefcend

- 10 men of Low eitate. Rom. 12, 16.

ALL fouls are equally precious unto Chri;
whether richor poor. O fet the ftrange
example of Chrifts condefcenfion ftill before yout
eyes. . Was.it the high or the lon thac were his
familiars 3 Did he live infalnefs,and ride in porps
and affociate only with the rich and grear? O fee
him wafhing his difciples feet ? And hear him
teaching them by that example, what they ought
to do for one another.  He came not 1o be mini®
[fred unto but to miniffer ; How ﬂaarp]y did he 1e-

greateft 3 And fetting a litdde child before them,
hath taught us what muft be our ambition: AnC,
that he shat will be the greaseft muff be the [ervans, of
all: Our greatnefs Lieth in the greateft of OUf
bamility and ufefulnefs : Auh. 18. 1,253, 4-
23. 11. Lak. 22. 24, 25, 26. Marh, 20. 28,

© It islawful and meet that men in power fhould
be honoured by us, and alfo that the people be
taugtit to honour them : and chat you keep “g.
intereftin them as is needful to the publick §00%*
and therfor=alf converfe with chem is not unlaws
full : But when Minifters enly asrend OD theric?s

makes them accounted carnz! ‘worldly men 3 anis
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Be not ﬂrange tothe Poor. =% ‘3 89

1s unfiitable to their Lords example > and to th

work of their calling. = Thepoor are far more n,:
merons than the rich 3 and therefore our work is
moreamong thems, And death will quickly level
all.  And when we have all done, we fhall find,
that the poor receive the glad tidings of the Gof-
pel ; and the poor of the world may be rich in
faith, and heirs of the Kingdome, which God hath
prepared for them that love him. Mar, x1. §.
Fam.2.¢,6. And that the richdo hardly enter in-
2o the Kingdome of heaven. Fam. 2.6, 7. Bus
3¢ have defpifed the poor : Do nus the vich men aporefs
you, and draw you before the judgement fears? It i
the poor that muft be the chief crown and com-
fort of your labonrs : Therefore be not ftrangers
to them ; if you would not have t'l'_xem account
you lordly, woridly and felf feeking men: If
" you will leave them to themfeives, and think
your felves too good to be their companions , or
to come into their fmoaky Cottages, and then
/ think that alordly command or reboke, fhould
ferve the turn to keep them from errour and
fchifm and diforder, you may find your errour to
the Churches coft, when icig too late. And it
will be but a pitiful excufe for your pride or
lazinefs, tocry out of feducers for éreeping inty
fuch bosfes , which yon difdained to come in:o
yout felves : what do you by ayoiding them, but
invite any others thither that will come, and
leave them as it were {weptjand garnifhed for

fuch evil fpirits 2

i e Ee 4 DIRECT.
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390 Do men all the good you can.

D IRECT. XVIIIL

Spend and be [pent for your peaples good 5 and
« do all the gzd tb];t p]ojsib/ll]y y{m c;gn for their
 bodies a5 well 4s for their [ouls : and tbinlg
- wotlgng that you havve too dear to win them:
that they may (e 1hat you are truly Fathers
- 0 them , and that their well-fare i your
chiefeft careand bufinefs. | sy

,."ALI men love themfelvs;and naturally and ne-
- A ceflarily love thofe that they know do great=
lylovethem: ~Andall men are fenfible of theif
badily concernments, -and confequently of that
good thatis done to their bodies : He chat fet-
teth himfelf to relieve the poor , and to put on 0-
thers to relieve them, to vifit the fick , and help
thofe that are in trouble, and to comfort the af~
fliked, to do whae good he can toall, and hure
tonone, fhallfind that their ears will be open to
his do&rine, and that they will follow him' to-
wards heaven with much lefs refiftance, than 0°
therwife he muft expe&. Few fuch Minifters
do ever want fuccefs of their labours. Amd the
covetous, clofe handed, felf-fecking and cruel,
are alwayes hateds  And let his mony perifh with
him,who thinketh it-better than the fouls of men,
and the work of God. '




.‘Pr?fcn the boneur of the elder fors, 391

DIRECT. XIX.

Keep up the Rewerence of the ancient and ex-
perienced [ors of Chriftians, and teach the
younger whas houowr they owe to thefe that
are their elders in age and grase: For
whileft the elder who are ufually [sber and

peacaable , are duly reverenced , the heat
of rafb and giddy yowh will be keps in

order.

USually where the elder bear the fway ; the
' Church hath peace (Though I know fome
deceive;s grow worfe and worfe :') And it is
where the young and rafh are become the predo-
minant moft efteemed party, that {chifm and dif~
orders do prevail. And though fome tell the
psople , what honour they owe their Elders by
offics 3 yet few acquainc them what honour youths
owe both tothe Elder in age and in experience
and grace. It will therefore be much of the pru-
dence of the Paftors, to keep up the honour of
the Elders of the people, and to preferve 1 tac
Y;““SCI' a due efteem and reverence towards
them. - i <

DIRECT.




392 Defpzfe wots ner 7“‘ follew

DIRECT. XX.

The Raftors who will preferve the Churches

. Peace,muft neither neglect 1o preferve their
interefl in the Religions perfons of their

_charge; mor yet be [o tender of it #380 de-
pars from [ober principles or wayes 1o pleafe
them , mor to make them thesr rulers, nor
follow thems inte any exorbitancies 3o avoid
their cenfures, :

©th thefe extreams will tend to canfufion’
Firft, They that care not atall what men

think of them, do but defpife their advantages to
do'good, whileft they think that they only de-
fpife the praife or difpraife of men. We are
commanded ot topleafe owr felwes, bus so pleafe 4lt
mien for their good to edification. Rom. 1. 153, 3.
Our power over them is upon their minds an
wills, and not tike Magi@races upon their bodics
or effates : Therefore when we have loft- their
hearts, we have loft our power to do them good ;
"Fhey will not eafily hear him that is def pifed or
abhorred by them: Therefore a prudent care
muft be taken, tha we be not prodigalof our 10~
teveftin them, left it prove tobecruelty t0 their
fouls.
Secondly, And yetif we give up our felves to
th=ir conceits and hamours, and forfake the Wiy
of truth or peace to keep their favonr, it “l’)‘

" : L bt bt~
prove the more dangerous extream. o
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fore noted the peril of Minifters and che Church

by thistemptation, The raweft and the rafhegt
profeflours are commonly the moft violent and
cenforieus ; And fo ready to fcorn and vilifie
the graveft wifeft Pattors, who crofs their opi-
nions, that many honeft Minifters have been’o-
vercome by the temptation ; to forfake cheir

own judgement, and to comply with the violent

toefcape their cenfures and contempt : Buc this
is not the way to the Churches peace. It may
prove a palliate cure for a time, to putby at che
prefent fome fudden inconvenience : Bucit pre-
pareth for after troubles and confufions, Firft,

-1t will make the rafheft and indifcreeteft peopls

( which is ufually the women and young men )
to !gc the Goverriours of the Charch : Wrileft all
their Teachers muft bamour them left they dif-

pleafe them. = Secondly,When you have followed |

them 2 lictle way, and think there to ftop, you
muft follow thém‘ﬂ'l'” further , and pever can
fore{ee theend : For that weaknefs and paffion
of theirs which crieth up one errour to day, is
pregnant with innumerable more 5 and may cry
up more to mMorrow, and fo on, And one er-
rour commonly draweth on more , and one mif-
carriage engagech them to another © And thelaft
are ufually the worft : And the fame ends and
reafons which made you go ont of the way ta
pleafe chem, will make you ftill follow them,
how fir foever they go, unlefs you repents Third-
Iy, Andif you repent and leave them,it muft coft
you dearer than prevention would have done:
And you might have at much cheaper races, for-
faken chem juft there where they forfook the

: : way

the Cenforsons, 393
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394 Pleafe not Profeffors in a wrong way.

Way of truch and peace, Fourthly,And you will
by following the condn&@ of giddinefs and paffi~
on, difidvantage your Miniftry as to all the lefs
2¢alous, and all the more fober and peaceable of
the godly 5 And you will bring your felves into
contempe with thefe, for your levity injudici-
oufnefs and inftability : And fo you will lofe

_much more thanyou will get. Fifthly,And in the

mean time you will be made bue the vulgars in-
frument todo hure : you will ‘be ufed by them.
batto confirm themfelves in their errours, and
to further dividing and onp2aceable defignes-
Sixthly, And when allis done , and your confci-
ences are wounded, and you are made the heads
or Ieaders of fadtions, at Iaf} thofe of themfelves :
that God fheweth mercy to, will fee their er-

rour,and when they repent,chey will give you lit-
tle thanks for your compliance, A finful hu-
monring of rafh profeflours, is as great 2 temp-

; tarion to godly Minjfters, asa finful compliance’

with the Great ofies of the world : I mean itis2
fin, which our fation and difpofition afford us
as great temptations t6,  For though toa world-
Ting, wealth and honour be ftronger temptations;
et to 2 godly man the applaufe or cenfure of
thofe whom we account moft wife and gedly
maytempt much ftronglier, And alas how or-
dinarily doth the fire of Charch and ftate, which
Rameth about our own ears, convince us of ent
errour, in following thefe whem we fhould
Iead! O how many doleful inftances of it doth
Church hiftory afford us! There are not many of
the tumules that have coft the lives of thoufands
about Religion , but were kindled by the young
: \ T e inju-
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The end of rafl and ﬁnﬁ)l beats, 3;;

injudicious profeflonrs, who drew in their Tezs
chers to humour them in countenancing toltr) g::t;
of their diforders. Hiftorians tell us that when
King Francis of France had forbid the rerroach-
ing of the Papifts way of worfhip, and filenced,
the Minifters for not obeying him 5 many of the
hot brain’d people, took up the way of pro'voking‘

them by fcornful pictures & libels;banging up and *

down in the ftreets fuchridienlous and reproach~
ful rhimes and images : But this (which was noge.
of the way of God ) beganthat perfecution (by
provoking the King ) which coft many thoufandsy ‘
if pot hundred thoufand lives before it ended:
And the Synod at Rochel which refufed the grave

counfel of Dy Pleffis,Da Moulin ard many fuch o=,

thers, was f¥irred up by the peoples zeal 5 ‘and
ended in the blood o?ma};y fccg'c l:hou{ands,, and
the muine of the power of -the Proteftants in
France, Abundance of fuch fad inftances mighe
be given , if England reed to go ny whether
elfe for matter of warning than te it felf. He
that afeer che experiences of this age , will think
it fit to follow the conduét of injudicious zealcts,
;s lefr 2 unexcufable asalmoft any man, that ne-.
ver had a fight of hell. ‘The dreadful ruine of
Ferufalens according to Chrifts preai®tion (fuch
3¢ the world hath fcarce feen befides ) was juft
in the Jike manner brought about, by thofe fu~
rious ones whom Jofephas calleth the zealots.

But if you will do all things geod and laful to'
win men,and off¢nd them by no wnneceffary thing 3’
and yet ftand your, ground , and ftir notan inch
from srahor fcbernefs, piety OF pedce; 1O pleafe a~
py pecp'e in the world. This way thall do youi‘

- work'
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396 Stand ﬁ_ﬂ in [ober prz'n?ipla.

work atlaft: Men will at laft perce ive the worth
of {ober principles and wayes : At [eaft when
¢ Mountebanks have killed moft of their patients,
: the reft will repent, and wih that they had hear-
“kened to the counfellers of peace. They that run
xourd, when they find themfelves giddy and rea-
dytofall, will lay hold upon femewhat which i
firm and ftable. ~ Compliance with one ofthe
contentious parties, may make you cried up by
that party for a time : Bic the contrary facion
_ will as much cry you down 5 and youreftimation
{ 1s but like an Almanack for a year: And they
| themfelves thar needed yous finful help for fome
f prefent job , will be like enough ere Iong tocaft
you off (2gis aforefaid : ) And if they do not
E “you are objedts of pity to fober ftanders by : An
, inthe next age, the name of a2 Melanithon, a Bu-
cery 3 Bergina,a Crociss, an Ufber, and other fuch
- Peace-makers,will be pretions to pofterityswhen
- the memory of fiery dividers will be difhonoura=
ble. Keep your ftanding, and Rick clofer €0
truth and juftice and peace, than to any party,and
refolvedly give up your felves to pleafe Godsand
Zou will be no loofers by it ; And its two to onc
‘butat aft fome of the contendess, will defire you
to be the arbitrators of their controverfies, when
they .are weary of contending, and will,give.you
the “honour of healing the wounds , which theis
rath injudicious zeal hath made, '

~ 'DIRECT.




Consend not among your f?fves: 3;';

DIRECT. XXI.

 The Paflors who will preferve the peace of the
people,muft motconsend among them[elves:
Efpecially they muft take heed , that they
engage notin any neediefs enmity, againf
any of thefe Bivines, who for their fearn-
ing or picty arc moff highly reverewced in
she Churche

Flrﬂ, When Paftors fall intoparties, theyal=
wayes draw the people with them : fome
will take one part, and fome amother. If the
Ofhcers divide, the fouldiers will certainly be
divided. And though one of the dividing pac-
ties may get che advantage of the fword, and fup-
prefs the other, they are neverthelefs inthe way
to increafe the fchifm , while the people will
think never the worfe of the party which is 2 &=
ed and trodden dewn. -~ Schifmes are moft com-
monly begun or at leaft formed ameng the Pa-
ftors : - And among them the cure muft be begung
and principally per/ormed. And when the wourd
ismade, it muftnot be defpifed 5 but the threat-
ped iflues muft be forefeen ; and the neceflity of
a cure apprehended : and fcarce any pains or
coft muft be thonght teo great to quench the fire.
The proud and carpal-perion s who thinks all is
well, if be can but fecure bis intereft, and by
fpurning at diffenters, make them feem eontemp-
uible ; doth caft oil ugen the fames, andb?ay
: 0
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398 Abufe nes the moft valued Minifiery. :
himfe]f feel the greate heat at Iak. And he char
can ftand by as anconcerned, and deny his fervice
to Love and Peace, andto the wounded €hurch,
left it coft him too dear, may foon find that he
hath 1oft, even that which he hath thoughe to
fave, O'thatthe Peace- makers wonld cry aloud,

and found the retreat to contending Paftors, and
O that God would rebuke that pride and carnality,

_ felf-conceitednefs and love of worldly things, -

which will not fuffet them yetco hear! = . . .

Secondly, And efpecigily when thofe that are
moft reverenced and valued by the zealonfeft
Chriftians, are envied, or affliéfed by the reft, 1t
ever tendeth to divifions in the €hurch, For
the fufferings of fuch will never abate their €
fteem, with thofe who honour them, And if

fear fhould ftop their mouths for a time, the fire.

~Will ftill burn within, and be too ready to break

out into mote open {chifss when opportunity.
ferveth them, Yea the Churches of old have
found great caufe to be very tender how they u-
fed fuch reverenced valued Paftors, though they.,
thould fall into any errour; and fometimes to
connive or bear with much, left they thould oc-
€afion a far worfe difeafe,by the imprudent curing
of a lefler.. :

~ And I dare be bold to proclaim to the conten-
tious Paftors, of all the Churches wherefoever,
that True Piety, Love; Humility and Prudence, can.
barpily beal a greas many of diffentions, which to the
tarnal, ancharitable, prond and impradent, ft’l,”’ i
curable , and by their malignant miedicines are fill
exafperated aud made worfe, :

gy
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Bue alas chis quarrelfome diftemperin Mini~

fters , ‘hath had fuch pernicious effeéts npor the .

_Chufcb, and is fl1!l going on to more confufion,
that it deferveth and calleth for eur commen I2-
mentation. - And if we muft lamene it withde-
fpair, as an uncurable difezfe, T fear we muft with
€qual defpair lament the Churches ruines, and the
confumptioq of Religion. For how can we ex-
pe& that the people fhould hear , if the Paftors
be obdyrate and remedilefs? And who fhall cure
them, if their Phyficians themfeivesbe they that
do infe@ them ? L

I fpeak not againft the neceflary defence of

Trueh, fobe it thatit be truth indeed whichwe:
defend, and that the defence be indecd meceffary 5
and that the manner be fuited to the end, and to

the nature and rule of Chriftianity. Bat theitch

which caufed the Churches {cab , isof a different

defcription. - For fi: ft; it proceedethfroma fale

acrimonicus humotur in the blood : Not that there
isno blcod inour veirs which hath better prin=
ciples and qualities : But 2las it 1s tainted with
this cerroding falt; which hath bred cur Ieprofie
Asif Chrift hzd made us the falr of the earth, niot

to preferve the world from putrefattion butto

bite and fret all that we have 2ny thing to do with
( yea and thofe that we have nothing to do with)

and by the falt Cacarrhs of our back-bitings and

peevifh cenfures and reproackes, to bring the:
Church of Chriftinto 2 confumption, = Thereis
in many of us a love and zeal for Truthin the
general (and no wonder if we are but men.) But

when we meet it we know it not 5 butrevileit, -

and fcratch it by the face : - As the Jews did long
: F¢ fos
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for the coming of the Meffiah,but when he came,
they knew him not, but crucified him' as a de-
ceiver and blafphemer ; cheir prejudice fixing
them in'the dungeon of unbelief. 44/, 3.1,3,3.
The Lord mhom ye [eck fball fuddenly come to hss Tems-
ple; evem the Mffenger of the Covenant whom ye dew
light in — But who may abide the day of bis coming,

and who (ball ftand when he sppeareth, Forbe éslikea |

refisers fire, and like fullers Jope = and be fball fir as
arefiner, and pyrifier of filver, and he fhall purifie the
fons of Levi — What abundance of the zealous
henourers of Trath are daily employed in revi-
lirg 2nd contradi&ing it ? Asthey do by Prace,e-
ven profecute it to the death,by the moft perverfe
oppofitions, and unpeaceable principles and pra-
&ifes, while they cry up nothing more tham
Peace? And do they deal any better by Holi=
mefs it {elf.  He thac is for a Holine[s | which
confifteth not in Love to God and man, ( to God
for himfelf and to Man for hss fake ) is Like the
Heathens who are zealons fora Godj but he
mft be made of fomething unlikeft to him that
is God indeed : Or like the Mahometans, who
are zealous Muflelmans or believers 5 but itism

* the mcft grofs deceiver. . And he that will pro-

mote Love by fnarling and barking at all chat aré
ftrangersto him, and not of his own houfe, fhall
at Jaft parrake of the fiuits of fuch Love as he pro-
moted: And he may as wifely bope at Iaft to
bring the Church to Peace alfo, by werrying it
by fpleretick cenfures and divifions,in defpightof
the experience of our prefent ages andof 2l the
world. ‘What ever is dore againft LOVE 18

donc'agair‘ﬁ Kolirefs and againﬁ Ged, and agai:;f:

T ——
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the Life of the Church ¢ And therefore if #ny

. Love-killerdo call himfelf, a fervant of Chrift

and a friend to Holinefs or tothe Church, he mug
fir prove.that murdering it isan a& of _frimdﬂ;rip,‘
and 1 fervice acceptable to Chrift : One would
think by their pracife , that fome mentook A-
brabam; trial for their Law; and accounted ir che
work of juftifying faith, to kil the Church, and of -
fer it up in facrifice to Chrift : Butbefore they
bring us to believe: that fuch a facrifice is accep-
table vo him , Wwho offered himfelf a facrifice for
the Church, and who calleth for a living acceptable
[facrifice, Rom. 13. 1. They haveneed to make 2
better proof of their authority, than Kelley did
of his Revelation , when he brought Do&or Dee
to confent to adultery by the fame pref€nded
wirrant : God who is Loveaccepteth not fucha
facrifice at the hands of Love-killersand Churchs
defroyers. : o
But efpecially when befides this 2crimony of
mind, there fhall other more pernicions difea-
fas be contraced, and foment thefe cenfures & re-,
proaches of cheit brethren;themalignity of the dif-
eafe is a fad prognoftick.Two fuch canfes of it Pasl
layech open, one Af:30.30:the other Rom.16.17,
i8.0ne is the devilifh fin of pride; and 2 defireto .
have manydifciples to be our applanders[ They bal
[peakperverfe things to draw awaydifciples 4fter them ]
The other [elfifbnefs, carnality and covereou[nefs
L They fervenos the Lord Fefns, bnt their own bellies]
And {0 2 Pet. 3. 3. ThroughC oveteoufnefs they @al[
with feigned wirds make Merchandife of yos: 1ney
buy and fell mensfouls for g1in : Thefe ar: Gain-

[#yers ina double fenfe : Their craft Lringeth thems
Ffad ; in
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“in no mall gainy and left ic fbould be fer at nonghty

for gain they do gain-[ay the touth, and raife vp
tumults againftthe beft of the fervants ef Chrift 5

.as Atk 19, 24,27, Itis for gain and worldly
glory, that they fay what they fay againft th_ofc

that are wifer and fincerer than themielves,

. The fum of ail this ( and moft thatfolloweth )

1810 3.7 im.6- 3, 4, 5+ If any manteach orherwife,

and confent net t9 the wholefome words, the words of
oar Lord Fefus Chrift (mark , it is not to the

words of any rew faith-makers dev'fing , and 10.
the dyllrine which #s according to Godlinefs hes

prowd (.thongh he may cry down pride ) knowing
nothing . (‘thongh he ‘may cry down ignorance )

but doting abon: queftions ( though he may feem to

bewife and of high attainments ) and frifes of

words while he feemeth to: plead for thelife of

Religion ) wheresf cometh envy , [Irife | vailings

evil [urmifings ( while they pretend to no lefs

neceflary a work, than the faving of Truth and

thepeoplesfouls ) : Peruerfe difyurings of men of
corrupr minds ( the impatient fcratchings of thofe

whofe corfupt blood muft needs have vent , and

therefore caufeth this itch of quarrelling ) and

deffitste of ke eruth ( whileft they chink they are

faving the life of truth ) [uppofing that gain is goa=

line[s ( being fo blinded by the love of gain that

they make themfelves believe, chat is the caufe Of

truth and Godline[s which maketh for cheir gain ;

and that the raifing of them , is the raifing of o

Church; and that all tendeth to the intereft 05_

religion , which tendeth to make them great and

rich ) From fuch sarn away (thatis; own them

not in hypocritical wranglings , but tumbz:“:'
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i(MCks upon ghem_, a3 men unwortby to ‘be di~
puted within their way, Anfwer not the fool
according to hisfolly, j. e. word it not with him
n his foolith way ; left yon make him think him-
felf worthy to be difpufed with. ~ Talk not with
him athisrates; And yet anfwer him according
tohis folly, by fuch conviion and rebukes a;
IS meet for fooles, and as may make him under-
ftand hisfolly , left hebe wife in hisown eyes,
and think that none can ftand before him. -
Secondly, And it iscommonly the moft jgnes
ran: fort of Minifters, who are theliberalleft of
their {upercilious contempt of thafe, whofe un-
derftandings and worch are above their cenfures,
If a controverfie be ftarted, which they either
never ftudied , or’have only turned over the pa-
ges of a few books, to number th= fheats, and
Never fpent one year in the d:zep and ferious
fearchof the trurh which is in queftions Or if
they have clumfie wits, that cannot feel {0 finea’ o
thred, nor are capable of maftering the difficul-
ties: Nonz then are (nfinally) fo ready to fhoot
their bole, and pafs 2 Magifterjal fentemce, and -
gravelyand ignorantly-tell the igrorant, what er-
| roursfuchor fucha one maintaineth , 4s thefe
| thatralk of that which they never underftood.”
For a¢T have known many unlearned fts, thac
had no artifice to keep' ap the reputation of their
learning, thanin all comipanies tocry down fuch
and fuch (who were wifer than themf:lves ) for
no fchollars , burunlearned men; fo many that
are or fhould be confcious of the dulnefs and ig-
norance of their fumbling and unfarnithed ‘
brains, haveno way to keep up the reputation
: Ff3 SHL
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of their wifzdome, with. cheir fimple followers,
but totell them, O fuch a one hath dangerous
errours, and fuch a bookis a damgerous book 5
and they hold this, and they hold that 5 and foto
make odious the opinions or practifes of others,
which they underftand not : And chis"doth their
bufine(s with thefe fily foals, who hear not what
can be {aid againft them, as well as if they were
the words of truth and fobernefs,

As for the youriger and emptier fort of Mini-
fters, it is no wonder, if theyunderftand not
that which they had never opportunity to ftudy,
or have taken buc a fuperficial rafte of : But it
were to be wifhed that they were fo humble as
to confefs that they are yet but beardlefs; and
thatcime and long {tudy is needful to make chem
as wife as thofe ( who with equal wit and grace
have had many more years of ferious ftudy , 40
greater opportunitics to know the truth : and that
they have not their wifdome by fpecial infpiratt”
sn or revelation; nor fo far excel the reft of
mankind in 2 miraculous wit, 2s to kriow chat by
afew yearslazy ftudy , which others know not
by the laborious humble fearches of a far longer
tme. One would think. that a little humility
might ferve the turn for thus much, .

" Bue if ignorance get pofl Ghon of the arcient
and grey-headed, it triumpheth then , and defi-
eth little David, and {aith, Give me a man taat
1 may difpute withhim? Or rather, Awy with
the heretick : he is not worthy to bz d§meed
with. For wifzdome groweth not with years :
Anda courfer wit may be poaring forty or fifty

ears, after that which anotier may fooner Ui
'y > Ehe r a iR 3 y hdcr{tand‘
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derftand. Much time and ftudy is neceflary to

great wifedome : But much #ime and ffsdy may-

confift with very mean attainments ; and doth
not alwayes reach the wifedome which is fongh.
Andin {uchacafe, the ancient and grey-headed
think that veneration is their due 3 and thacif
they gravely fentence fuch or fuch tobe errone-
ous, they areinjured if they are not believed.
They have mot wifdome enough to make theix
age honourable ; and therefore they expeét that
tg?r age {hould make their wifdome henour-
adje.

Thirdly, and becaufe they are not able to €n-
dure the light, nor to {tand before the power of
open cruth, chey find it neeeflar to doalmoft
all their work by back-biting - W¥1cn they are
out of the hearing of chofe whom they back-bite,
among fuch asare as little fen(ible of this hate-
ful fin as they; then they have ths man and
that man , this party and thac party to re-
proach.

Fourthly, And (as Mr. Robert Bolton well no-
teth ) to hide the malignicy of their fin, and te
cheat the hearers and their own confciences)they
will firft feem to praifc him and to confeis thar
he isin other refpels @ very worthy, a learne i
or a pious man, and then bring iR their back-bi-
‘ting witha [bue.] - And that which muft fanéti-
fie all this fin, and turne it intod work of zeal,
is the feeming intereft of God, and of religion.
They do allout of 2 zsal of God (1 cannot fay,
A zeal for God ) though it be 10T according to
knowledge. Ifitwasan untrath which they fpake
it was for religion : If thf-:‘\; did back-bire 1t Was

4 y
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‘2o preferve the hearers from errour and danger :
*Ifthey reviled that which they never nnderftood,
- Atwas to keep the Church from toe infeétion : If
they tear the Church > andufe their reputa.ionto
muder Love, and to make others odious who
-are wifer than they,, all this is but for the de-
~fence of trath : And if it be non-fenfe or envy
which they vent , they never repent of it ( thats
the mifchief ) becanfe they think that the Lord
and the Church, and the brarers have need of ire And
fo all thofe Texts are to them Apacripha , which
condemn their fin, Pfal. 15.3. 2 Cor. 12.120:
~Roma 1. 30. Prov. 25. 23. And fin'is{o befrien-
dedin mans corrupted nature; that ghey meet
but with few angry conntenances 1o drive away fuch
‘reverend back-biting tongues. \ ;
Nay that they may abufe Gods word and name,
againft God, to the devils fervice, they arm
themfelves (asthe Tempter did Marh. 4. ) with
Gods. autbority and fcriprure , and will charge
thofe with fin who would reprove their fin, and 1
bring them to repentance : And as Mafter Her- o
bert noteth, howthe Pope under the: reverend
garb of Chrifts Vicar, doth do the like things to
the {uppreffing of the Church 2nd Truth, 2s
Tarks and Heathensdo nnder ths name of open
enemies : fo thefe men find that the names of
Minifters-and Chriftians 3 with the words of God
abnfed, are among the well-meaning, a moreef-

. feltnal means te do that workwhich God abkor-
greth. T have long ufed to refift this £n of back-
iting; and (not to juflifie the faults of ny, bat)
Y0 convince the back-biter of his fin, ~ And Ifel-
-dome do.it, but they repart of me that I 2m 1
Ea ; S : defender
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defender of fuech and [ich corrup?iom: One back-
biteth men as Prelatifts and formalifts 3 another
the Presbyterians ; another the Independents;

and another the Anabaprifts; and {2y [uch 4 ome -

% of fuch a [¢il, and ever with epithetes of re-
proach : And whenI tell them that the way to
do them good , is to coenvince them of their er-
rour to their faces, and not to talk of them be-
hind their backsy they report me prefently to
be a patron of the fe& , becaufe I was a re-
prover of theirunchriftianvice. = - ,
And many of them having not fo far digefted
their Religion, 2s to fee the evidences of it in
themfelves, are fain to take it upon truft from o-
thers: And they choofe that party to caftthis
greac truftupon, which they think to be moft ve-
aerable.  Thz Papift choofeth for number and
worldly pomp2nd order : The carnal felf-feeker
choofeth the party, which may moft further his
preferment and -honeur in the world : The ho-
“pefter fe&aries do choof the party 5 which fee-
meth to them to be the moft illuminared or moft
fFrit : And{ome have the wit, to look moft at
thofe, ther fet as many of thefe together as may
be hoped for, But among whom{ozver they calt
their lot, their way to preferve the reputacion of
Orthodoxnefs, and the peace of that confcience
which made the choice, is to be liberal inreprea-

ching thofe that differ in any thing from the feét -
which they have chofen. ( For how much of the

Chriftian world is now in fe&s, is a thing which
requireth more lamentation, than proof. ) 'As
the Dominicans when th2y have written far much
more than C#jvin about [r:determination, thy

© have
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have no way to keep their honour with their
fe& (the Papifts ) but to rail ar the Calvinifts
- #nd belye them,and charge them with that which
* they abhor, that (o they may feem fufficiently to
differ from them, ! ;

Bat the grearst reafon of this contentious
back-biting Quarrelling humour 4 is Ignorance
1tfelf 3 which willnot give chem leave fo much
as to fee the difficalty of the points which they
odpofes much lefs the truth of that which:they
havz not been ufed to, . The way which is /po-
ks againft chey think they may alfo boldly fpeak
againft. i Py :

And hypocrifiz ( though mixed with fincerity)
hath too great a hand in this with many. The lefs
- menare takenup in chat true religion which con-
filethin Heaven-work and Heart-work, inthe
Love of God and man, and the mortification of
“their felfifhnefs and pride; the more they are
addi®ed to make ¢ up with a contentious zeal
for their faveral wayes , opinions and modes of
worthip , that they may not feem tobe cold or
neatralinreligion.” They never nnderflood the
third Chapter of Fumes , nor many other fuch
texcs of {eripture. ' -

.O that the Minifters of Chrift were once fen-

fidle, not here only bat through alf che: Chriltian
‘World, what aplagae the conjunétion of their ig-
norance and conten’ioxfnefs, and cheir dividing
felfifh zeal hath been to the Churches of Chrift?
And whae they have done againft che fouls of
Men, by violence, and by heading parties, and by
laying Heaven'and Hell apon the opinions, ,‘f"h‘Ch
they never underftood) and by departing from

e
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the prmitive fimpiscity and charity 1 And how
odious a pra&ifeit is, of ignorant Minifters, to
keep up the reverence of their wifedome , or Or-

thodoxnefs or piety, by the fecret back-birings and.

reproaches of others, whofe perfons perhaps they
never {aw 3 or whom they nevar once foberly dif-
courfed with face to face ; ‘or whofe writings
perhaps they never read, or thought it not worth
their time and labour to underftand them; and
yet take it to be their piety to revile by hear-fay
and blind furmifes, and judge in a caufe which
they never imparcially heard and underftood.
There is none of thofe Minifters of Cbrift
whom you seproach, but isto be ferviceable to
h s mafter for the {aving of mens fouls: And you
are f1cansinftruments te block up their way, and
to turn away the heares of people from their do-
&rine. If every Minifter ( efpeeially your
" felves ) who harh as great ap errolur, fhould: be
made odiens for it to their bearers; you might
all put up your pipes, and find that your argifice
hath firft fitenced your felves, by the righteous
law, — Nec enim lex juftior sl oft : Onam nects
artifices avve perire [a. Of in the words of Chrifts
With what meafure you mete, it [ball be meafarcd to

Yon again.

Did you fee the vglinefs of Ignorant peevifh

contentious zeal, as contrary to holy_Ligng and
Love, you would think you. faw a devil, fpitting
out fire and brimftone , and would pever more
take it for your honour , nor for a mark of a
child of God. :

And if you knew how every word of cbloquy
efpecially by back-biring agairft yeur brethren,

. [

doth
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doth tend to infe& the hearers with the fame
wices and kill their Love, and Jead them into di-
vifions, you would take heed for the fake of o-
thers. (Unlefs you are of thofe who are foolifh-
er than the devil, and would build Chrifts houfe

_and Kingdome by dividing it, Muarh, 12.) One

rdileth at Luther, and anorher at C alvinand ano-
ther at Arminins , and another at this maa, and
another at that, f?or matcers which are above their
reach; and the people are tanght to rail atall ;
and to make it alfo their talk behind mens backs,
ta prate againft this man and that man and the o-

=C ; andintime to fhew it, by breaking into
feds: In a word fuch carnal conrfes of theit
Teachers, do make or harden carpal profef-
fors , to be one for Paul, and another far Apolls,
2ad another for Cephas, but few fincerely and
prudently for Chrift : fo that inftead of Holinefs,
Eave and Concord, we have in almoft all com-
pany little but ignorant cenforious wrang-

bing, at the opinions of thofe that they never

were acquainted with, or at the controverted
pra&ifes, or circamfances of worthip’, which
are not fuitable to their prejudice and cuftom,and
of which they never defired to be the impartial
bearersofa juftaccount. ‘ ‘
If ever God will thew mercy to his Church,

be will give cthem Paftors after his heart, W
thall abound in Ligh: and Love, and lead the peo®
ple into Concord upon the ancient termss and
make it their work, to bring this Love-killing
fpirit into hatred ; whether it work by the way
of ftriving-difputes, or dividing principles or
pradtifes, or by reproaching others: by CO?PO’I
. Ia
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ral crueley , or by 2 Religions cenforions criiel-
ty, which doth not firike men 5 but snchurch and
damn thewm, and Jeparase from them s men nnfix
for chriftian communion. And whileft the Pa-
Ors take another courfe, we muft patiently
wait and pity the Charch, and fore-fee our fur=-
ther mifery in this prognoftick ; though the
guilty being puffed up with the cenceits of theis
precioufnefs to God , do promife themfelves the
defires of their hearts. o
Are not the fons of Levi yet refined; when
they have been in fo many furnaces and fo longy
When wifedem, holinefs and bumility are their

nature, and felfith pride and worldline(s are -

cured, this wrinkied malignant EN V'Y will
then ceafe ; and an honeft emulation to excel one
another in wifdome and Love and all good works,
Will then take place.  And then we fhall not,
like drunken men, one day fight and wound each
other 3 and the next day cry ont of our wounds 3
and yet go on jn our drinken fits , o make them
wider, S : : -

DIRECT,




412 Scriptures for Peace and Patience

 DIRECT. XXil.

LZafly, Let all the Miniflers of Chrift, (o
deeply ftudy their wonderfull pastern of
Love and tendernefs, mecknefs and pati-
ence, and all thofe paffages of Holy Scrip-
ture 5 which ftsll commend thefe vertues 10

~his fervants 5 till thesr [ouls are caft into
this facred mould , amd babitusted to 1his
Image and imitation of their Lord : «And
thew Versue will go from them , and they
will be bealing among all whereever they
b8t come 5 As fire goeth ous from the
flinty contenders by their cellifions, which
anaketh them fill incendiaries and confu-
mers of the Churches Peace, |

I Will therefore end thefe Dire&ions with thie

bare repetition of fome more of thofe {a-

cred words , ( befides thofe forecited ) which

may be fit to breed fuch a gracious habi¢, m -

thofe that will faithfully ftudy and receive -

~ them. _ S 7

f+.9.6,7. The government fhall be faid up=

_on his fhoulder , and his name fhall be called

Wonderful, Counfellor, the mightyGod, - the

everlafling fathar, the Prince of Peace : Of the

increafe of his Government and Peace there fhail

be noend. : ey
Ifa. 40. 13. He fhall fked his flock lhlifpa
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fhepherd; he (hall gather the IamEs with his arm,

and carry them inhis bofome, and fhall g
lead thofe that are with young., Hieras

Ifa. 42, 1,2,3.4. Behold my fervantwhom I
uphold : mine elet in whom my foul delighteth:
: havg putymy fpirit upon him; be fhall bring
forth judgement to the Gentiles : He fhall Dot
cry, nor lift up, nor caufe his voice to be heard
inthe ftreet : A bruifed reed fhall he not break ;
and the fmoking flax thall he not quench:he fhall
bring forth judgement unto truth : He thall noc
£1il nor be difcouraged,till he have fet judgement
;’n the earth; and the ifles fhall wait for his

‘law.

Ifs. 44 324, 5- I will pour water tpon him
that s thirfty, andfloods upon the dry ground ;
I will peur my fpirit on thy feed 2nd my blefling
on thy off- fpring : And they fhall fpring up as a-
mong the grafs, 2swillows by the water-courfes :
One fhall fay, I am the Lords, and another fhal}
call himfelf by the name of Faceb : and anothex
fhall {ubfcribe with his hand unto the Lord , and
furname him{elf by the name of Ifrael. :

Pfal.110.2,3. Rule thonin the midft of thine
enemies : Thy people fhall be willing in theday
of thy power; in the beauties of holinefs.

Eztk, 34 253, 4, 5- Woto the fhepherds of
If zel that feed themfelves ; fhonid not the thep-
herds feed the focks ? Ye eate the fat and cloath
you with the wool , ye kill them that are fed, but
ye feed not the flock : The difeafed have ye not
ftrengthered ; neither have ye healed cthat which
was {ick ; neither have ye bound ppthat which
wasbroken; reither have ye bronght again chit

which
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4l4 -8 éripture? for Peace and Patience

Which was driven away, neither have ye fought
that which was loft 3 But with Forceand with
Crauclty have ye ruled them s and they were fcat-
tered becaufe there is no fhepherd — Read the
feft of that Chapter. e !

ffa. 11, And there fhall come forth a rod ot
of the fiem of F¢ffz, and a branch fhall grow out
of hisroots: And the fpirit of the Lord fhall
reft uponhim, che fpirit of wifedome and ynder-
flanding , the {pirit of counfel and might, the
fpirit of  knowledge , and of the fear of the
Lord: and fhall make him of quick underftandings
1n the fear of the Lord, and he fhall not judge af-
ter the fight of his eyes, nor reprove after the
hearing of his ears ; but with righteoufmefs fhall
he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for
the meek of the earth: and he fhall {mite the
earth with the rod of his mouth, and withthe,
breath of hislips thall he flay the wicked — The
wolf fhall dwell with the lamb, 2nd the leopard
fhalllie down with the kid : ‘and the calf and the
young lionand the fatling cogether 3 and alittle
child fhall lead them : And the cow and the bear
fhall feed ; their young ones {hall lie down toge-
~ther : and the lion fhall ear (raw like the oxe s
and the {ucking child fhall play on the hole of th
afp, and the weaned child fhall put hishand on

- the cockatrice den.  They fhall noe bart, nor de=

ftroy in all my holy monntain : for the earth fhall
be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters -
cover the fea, See alfo cap. 65. 25,

Ifa. 2.253,4, 5. And it thall come to pals.
in the 1aft dayes, thatthe mountain of the Lords

honfs fhall be eftablithed in the top of the moun-
¥ tains,
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tains, and (hall be exalted above the hils; and ajt
batons fhall flow unfo 1t : And many people
Thall g0 and fay, Come ye and fet vs goup to
the Mountain of the Lord, to the houfe of the
God of Faceb,and he will teach us of his weys, and
we will walk in his paths: For out of Zisn {hailgo
forth the Law, and thz word of the Lo+d fro?ri
Ferufalem : And he fhall judge amongthe narj.
ons, and fhall rebuke many people: And they
fhall beat their fiverds into plow-fhares, ind
their fpears into pruning-hooks: Nation fhall
notliftup (word againft nation, neicher fhall they
learn wars any moré. O houfe of facoh, come
ye and let us walk in the light of the Lord, :

M. 2 5,6,7,8,9,10, My covenant Was
With (Levi) of life and peace ; and Y gave them
to him for the féar wherewith he feared me, ——
. The law oftruth was in his mouth , 2nd iniquity.
was not fourid in his Iips : He walked with me in
Peaceland Equity ; and did turn many from isi=
quity : For the Prielts lips fhould keep know-
ledge and they @8uld feek the Law ar his mouth:
for he is the Meflenger of the Lord of hofts. But
ye are departed out of the way : ye have caufed
many to fRumble ar the Law : ye have ccrupred
the Covenant of Levi 3 — Therefore have [ alfo
made you contemptible and bafe before all the

eople, according as ye have not kepc my wayes,
Eut have been partial in the Law.

Ztch.9 9. Behold thy King cometh unto thee :
he is jult, and having falvation ; fowly and ri-
ding on an afs — He fhall fpeak peace to the hea-
then, nd his dominion fhall be from fea to

féq — ;
? Gg » Math,,
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. Math, 11.29. Learn of me,.for Iam meek
and lowly in heart ; and ye fhall find reft unto

your foulsgs ;

Luke 4. 18. He hath anointed me to preachche
Golpel to the poor, he hath fent me toheal the
broken-hearted — 43 I muft preach che King-
dome of God to other Cities alfo, for therefore
M 1 fettpt e’ XS

- Mirk. 3.20, 21. The multitude comerh to-
gether again, fo that they could not fo much as
eacbread. 'And when his.iriends heard of it,they
went our to fay hold on him 3 for they faid, He
is befide him elf. e
_ Job. 4. 32,34, T have meat to eat that ye'
know not of — My meat is to do the will of himt
that fent me 2nd to finifh his work.
~ Jeb. 9.4. T muft work the works of him chat
fent me while it is day : the nighe cometh when
‘po man canwork., :

" " Luk.23.24.And there was 1 firife among them
‘which of them fhoyld be accqanted the greateft:

- Math, 20,35,26,27. But Jlus called them to

him 2ndfaid , ye'know that“the Princes of the
Gentiles exercife dominion over them , ard they
that are great exercife authority npon them, BiC
it {hall mot be foamong you : but whofoever will -
be great among you lechim be your Minifters
and whofoeyer will be chief among you fet him
be your fervant: Evenas the fon of mancame
pot to be miniftred to,but to minifter andto give
hislife aranfome for many. ==~

~ Fob.¥8.36.My Kingdome.is not of this WQfld"‘-
Elfc wonid my icrvants fight, «

‘ ks
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erover you ? = :
2 X Pet. g, 2, 3, 4. Feedthe flock of God which
among you, taking the over-fight chereof ; not
| DY conflraine but willingly.; notfor filthy Iucre,
‘| Ducofaresdy mind - Neather as being Lords o=
| Yer ( or, Over-ruling ) Godsheritage, but be--
enfamples to the flock : And when the chief
thepheard fhall appear, ye fhallreceivea crown
of G]Oryl > 2 ‘ i A 13,
2 (o, 1. 24. Not for that we have domini-
‘J?n' over your faith, but are helpers of your
oy. AT ' :
- Marh, 23.8. Be notye called Rabbi 3 for one
is your Mafter Chrift : and all ye are bre-
thren. _ Eo ,
1 Cor. 4. 1, 3. Leta manfo account of us as of

fteries of God. - : ,
1 2 Cor. 10, 8. ¢ 13. 8, Yo. Forwe cando nos
I} thing againft the truth, but for the truth 3 accor-
ding to the power ; which the Lord hath given
me ta edification, and not to deftruion.

Aft, 20, 18,19, Ye know after what mannec
T have been with you at all fealons: ferving ‘the
Lord with all bumility'of mind, and with many
tears, — 20 And have taught you publickly and
from honfe to houfe — In every City bonds and
#| affliions abide me;but none of thefe things move
‘| me, neither count I my life dearunto my felf,

that I mighe finifh my courfe with joy § and the
| miniftery whichI have received of the Lord Je-
fus, to teftifie to you the grace of God. ——
295 39, 31, Grievous wolves fhall enter r=— Am}

Gg 3 o

How Paftors mufs fupprefs erRonrs 417
Luk. 12. 14, Whomade me a judge or a divi=

the Minifters of Chrift, and Stewards of the my-

;
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. ned queftions avoid 5 knowing that they do'gen-

418 How Paflors muft [upprefs errowrs.

of your own felves men fhall arife,fpeaking per=
verfe things to draw away difciples after them :
Therefore watch,and remember that by the fpace
of three years I ceafed not to warnevery one
night and day withtears. ,
33,34. I have coveted no mans filver ot gold
or apparel: yea your felves know that thefe hands
have midiftred: to my neceffities , and to chem
that were wichme : Lhave thewed you all things,
how that fo labouring ye ought to fupport ¢ne’
weak — \ ey
2 €wr; 12. 5. Of my felf I will not glory but
in my infirmities. So 9,10. I take pleafure in
infirmities; in réproaches, in neceffities, in per-
fecutions, indiftrefles for Chrifts fake : for when
1 am weak, then am [ ftrong,
2 Tim. 2. 23,245 5. Butfoolifli andunlear-

der ftrifes : And the fervant cf the’ Lordmuft
not frive but be gentle toall mien ;. apt to teachs |
patient in meeknefs infle.&ing thofe that oppofe |
themiclves , 'if God peradventure will give them |
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth.
1 Tim. 3.2;3. A Bithop muft be blamelefs,
#pt to teach —— o ftriker, nor greedy of filthy
Incre, but patient— ooy ,
Tir. 1.7, 8,9, 10. A Bithop muft be blame-
Tefs 15 the Steward of God, ot felf-willed (OF
felf-pleafing’, or ftiffe in his own conceit ) POf
foon angry, not given to wine, no ftriker, not g1”
ven to hlehy lucres but a lover of hofpitalitys 2
lov r of good mer, fober, juft, hely, temperate
tolding faft the faithful word, 2s he hath been
taughr, that he oay be ablg by found Do&{)‘;’t‘g
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