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not fall away, i f they were not ^ their falling away 
proves not that a gracious foul may fo fall ^ a per, 
ion may ial l from his profeflion totally and finally' 
but that a gracious foul may fo f a l l , is denied. 

, S E C T . V. 

YO U fay, you come again to examine the dif. 
ferences that I make between the Covenant 

pf Grace, and that into which the Jewj cntrecj 
with their feed, and to vindicate your Anfwers 
po them againfl; my Exceptions. The firft Diffe , 
rcnceyou fay I made was this, that the Covenant 
into which the Jcwr entered with their feed was^ 
covenant that mightbebvoken, that itcontaine^j 
curfes as well as blelTings, Dent. 29. ao, 21 . that 
the Covenant ot Grace cannot be broken, and that 
i t contains only bkffings, and threatens no curfg 
ficix you fay 1 blame you for adding to what 
1 faid, that the Covenant of Grace threatned no 
curfe is put in by your felf. 

Reply. I did not only blame you for addint^ 
butalfofordimini lhing^ I told you, that the cur 
fes of the firit covenant might fall on the fubjs^^' 
thereof, without a fandiHedufc of them,as they d J 
pn the evil figs, Jer, 24. this you left out then 
and now too. ' 

Secondly, You fay, that i t feems my Opinio 
is now altered, ancl that 1 do now own that ir 
.threatens a curfe. ^ 

Reply. I f i t feems fo to you,yct i t does not to mp 
for my Opinion is f t i l l the fame ̂  I gave you r,!,' 
grant of any fuch thing, I only blamed you 
adding to my words: Sure I am, there is no curfp 
fhreatned in that which you fay page^o. contain 
the fubllancc of the Covenant of Grace, there are 

only 



J only Blefllngs J m/i take the fiony heart oat of yon-
Hij M^t I will be mercifitl to thdr unrightcoufncfs^ their 
i'] M md iniatiities will! remember no more. This yoa 
J; lay is the lubftancc of the Covenant of Grace; nor 
f do I find that there is any curfe threatned, Gen. 

^7.7. nor Gef7.?,2.18. nor any where cHc, where 
the Covenant of Grace is more largely hand­
led. 

J Thirdly^ You fay, that to prove that the Co-
y venant of Grace can't be broken, I alledge Jcr. 

32.40. to this y o u f t y the promifeis not ablo-

[t^ Reply. That promife that requires no condici-
f / o n to be performed, antecedent to the enjoyment 
J / o f the bleffings thereof, isgbfoiute; but this pro-

i mife req aires no condition to be periormcd antece-
dent t o i h c enjoyment of the bleHings thereof, 

jpi therefore i t is abfolute.-
'J Secondly, You fay, the proraife here hatli re-
io i f pea to his peoples coworking w ith his Grace. 

Reply. Firfi, This is very obfcure in words ; 1 
know not what i t is in us thatcoworks with tDe 

aJtt Grace of God ^there are but twofprings of motion 
.(lit'in a gracious foul , a carnal and a fpir i tual , a na-
y t iiral and a fupernatural, thefe w i l l never co ope-
>1 rate one with another, they being contrary one to 

ti'ic other. * u ' ̂  
" Secondly, I f y o u mean by co-workmg, the put-
(i i n^ forth the aftsot Grace, this is the Irui tot inte^ 

J reft in the promifc, not the condition o l perlevc--
rancc. 

.[I Thirdly, You fay, that i t cannot import that 
J i God will fanftifie his people, and caufe them to 

perfevcre, without any of their own endeavours, 
y Reply. Firfi, -The promife of Grace is abfolute. 

granted by your fclf both here and eifewhere j 
7 F 4 ^ " ' ^ 



84 € ^ n i t t ) m t n D i c a t e D . 
and i f of grace, then of fan£lification, for it's the 
fame thing. You fay, ,that God wil l not faij 
afford us grace, fufficient to enable us to pcrfevere 
in well-doing, and if fo , he will put his fear in ouj 
hearts without any of our own endeavours. 

Secondly, God will not leavens unto our felvgs 
when he hath put his fear in our hearts; he hath 
prooiifed that he will never turn away from us 
to do us good, he wil l afford us the influences of 
his fp i r i t , by which this fear fliall be exerted, pŷ ^̂  
103. 17. "-The rr.crcy of the Lord is on them that f(^^ 
him from cverlajlinf to everlafting .• He hath xxy^x, 
cifully chofen thcra, and redeemed them, anj 
fandified them, and he w i l l mercifully ^^{^^ 
them by his Coanfel here, and mercifully fa^^ 
them hereafter i but how the mercy of the Lord 
may be faid to be from evcrlafting to cverlaftin» 
on them that fear him, when yet fud l as fea^ 
the Lord may fall away, and be damned, I do nô  
know nor how evcrlalling mercy can' leave thq 
foul ( that did ouce truly fear the Lord ) under 
everlalling inifery. 

Thirdly, That Cod that begins a good xvorl^intljf. 
fad, ( as he doth when he puts his fear into the 
heart) will not ccafe to pcrfccl the fame to the comin-
ofCbrifi, Phil. I . Je/^« C/7r</? hath promifed', th^l 
the water that he Jhall give, jliall he in the foifi ^ 
\vell of '%vater, ffringing up to everlafling Ufa, JQĴ ^ 
4-

Fourthly, You fay, God wi l l not fail to dou-s 
good, nor to afford us grace, fnfficicntly to enable 
\is to continue in welUdping, i f we are not baclc> 
ward to make good ufe of his grace. 

Reply. There is no fuch condition in the Text 
neither expreffed nor implied, and we rauft [,3^^ 
g care of fpeakipg what the Word fpeaks not: The 

Promiic 

file:///vell


promlfe is abfolute, nat he will fat his fear in 
their hearts, (ind that they (hall not depart from 

u alledge here a faying of ^upn, " That 
^ God that made us without our felves, will not 

fave us without our felves. 
,^eply. This but a Humane Teftiraony,which Hg-

nines li t t le with me ; and i f he means by this, that 
any thing done by us mull be confidered as a Con-
dition,or as a Caufc, together wi th the Free-grace 
of God, and the Righteoufnefs of Chril t , (though 
in a fubordinate way) I deny i t . 

Fifthly, You fay, we are Agents, by the help o f 
Grace, m the work of our Salvation. 

Reply. I f by Agents you intend Doers of that 
which does entitle us to Salvation, I deny i t , and 
your bare fay fo will pever prove i t . 

Sixthly, You fay, it's very poffible for us to 
fa i l of doing our duty, and therefore not i,mpof-
lible to break the Covenant of Grace. 

Reply. Firfi, It 's not poffible for the fubjedts 
of this Covenant totally to fail of doing their duty ; 
God hath promifed to make them capable of their 

^ u t y , granted by your felf, and that the proniife 
IS abfolute. 

Secondly, God hath promifed to pu th is fp i r i t 
within them, that fliall caufe them to walk in 
Ins ftatutes, and obfervc his Judgments, and do 
them, and that his Spirit fliall be in them, and 
abide with them for ever, Johm^.' 16,17. I f the 
Spirit of God fliall an]n-,and that always according, 
to the promifc, then i t is not poflTible for the Siib-
jects o f this Covenant fo to fail of their duty 
as to break the Covenant of Grace, but i t fnall fo, 

Thirdly, You fay, I tell you, that I will endea: 
your 
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vour to pnt the matter beyond difpute, and that 
firft I labour to prove, that the Covenant can't be 
broken on God's part, this you fay no body de­
nies, therefore I might havefparcd my labour. 

Reply Firfi, Then I have gamed the f i r f t poinr 
that God will not break the covenant o f Grace; 
and i f fo , then that Covenant which was made 
with all the people, was not the Covenant of 
Grace for God himfelf broke that Covenant, 
Zach.\i. lO. Then 1 took my fiaf, even Beauty^ 
and cut it afunder, that I might break, my Covenant 
that 1 had made with all the People, and it was bro. 
tienin tbatday. r n. • 

Secondly, Having gained the firI t point, that 
God will not break the Covenant of Grace, it's 
r. good ftep towards the fecond point, that the 
Subjofts thereof fhall not break it 5 for God hath 
covenanted not only for himfclf, but for them too. 
Firfi, That he wil l never turn away from them to 
do them good. Secondly, That he wil l pnt his 
fear into their Hearts, that they fhall not depart 
f rom him : This Promife or Covenant is abfolute, 
notwithftanding what you have offered againft i t . 
God hJth covenanted to write his law in their 
hearts, that they lhall all know him from the leafi; 
to the greateft,that he wil l forgive their iniquities^ 
and remember their fins no more : Now i f God 
will make good the Covenant on his part, all this 
fnall be done for the fubjcdts thereof; and this be­
ing once performed, it'simpolTible for the fubjefts 
thereof to break i t : Can pardoned fins break the 
Covenant? and have they any fins that are not 
pardoned ? 

Secondly, You fay, I endeavour to prove i t can­
not be broken by the fabjeds thereof, and that by 
three Argument?. My f i r f t Argument you fay is 

this, 



n h i s , that all the fins of the fubjeds ofthis i.ove-
I ^. nant are pardoned upon Chrift's fatisfaftion, Col 
iU f - ' 3 » i 4 . that Chrift gave himfelf for us, noE 
•fu 7 , reaeera us f rom forae particular fins, but front 
( 'V ' ^4- that by one oblation he hath for 
Cf ^̂ e'̂ ' Perfefled them that are fandified, Heb. l o . 
r i All fins pad, prefent, and to come, arere-

7 T ^ u ' ^ r ^^^'^^^'^ fat isfaaion; and i f the fins 
•In °* '^nofe that have an intcrefl in this Covenant 
rJK be all pardoned, how then can they break i t ? to 
r 0' this you Anfwer, That the fatisfaftion that Chrif t 
^itJ |^?th made to Divine Juftice by the Sacrifice o f 
j j ' i himfelf, is the only meritorious caufe of the Re-
/(;< miffionof Sin, and Eternal Salvation ^ but Chrifb 

latistied to this end, that God might with fafety 
Jultice, pardon and juftifie us upon our 

^^^^ Repentance ; for Godhath fetforthch-iji 
iL tobeapropmation through faith in his blood, to dccla, c 

00^ , hts right confnefs for the"remijfion of fin that was paji ; 
KJ f° declare, I fay, at this time his rightcoufnefs, that 
, t might be jufi, and the jujiifier of him that belicvetb 

f i n-'^^^'i ' ' •^''^''A Here is a Grant given that the Ju-
ji" Itice of God is fatisficd by that one Oblation of 
}K Chrift \ and i f Juftice be fatisfied, the Debtor is 
in d difcharged, Juftice i t felf pleads.his Difcharge: Ic 
:Kj ftays not for Faith and Repentance ; Yon who mere 

f'^'^'^yoifr fins hath he t^uickened together rvith Chrifi, 
iL having forgiven you all fins. It's inconfiftent with the 
ii r'ghteoufnefs of God, to hold a perfon under obli-
tli'̂  gacion unto Wra th , for whom the debt is paid by 
* a furety... It's true, i t was at the pleafure of God 

Whether he would accept of fatisfadion by a furecy 
i' or no v he might have required the uttcrmoflT far-
J ^ °f ^ '̂̂  fi""er; but having in Grace and Mer-
'•^1 ?y dsclared, thar he would receive the debt at the 
•ff • hand. 
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hand of afurety, and not only declared i t , but 
bound hirafelf by bis Oath fo to do, Heh.y. 
Chrift was made a furety by the Oath of God; the 
Lord did not only fwear him a High-Priefl,as in the 
2ifi vcrfe, but he did alfo by the fame Oath fwear 
him'a furety, verfc 22. Now the Debt^being fmiy 
paid, he could not la Juftice hold the finner i}, 
Obligation any longer. 

Ftrfi Not in Juflice unto Chrift , with whom he 
had covenanted to give up the Bond upon the 
navmentof theDebt, and to difcharge from the 
curfe thofe for whom Jefus Chrift Ihould bear the 
curfe, therefore when the Covenant was con. 
firmed by the blood of Tefus Chrif t , he fet the 
Prifonersat liberty, Zach.9. i i . As for thee, by 
the blood of thy Covenant I have fent forth thy prL 
foners out of the pit, wherein there was no IVa. 

ter Secondlyt Not ia- juftice unto thofe for whom 
the Debt was paid by Chrif f , Juftice i t felf pleads 
their difcharge, gives up the bond immediately j 
at the time when, and in the place where the debt 
was paid, the Bond was given up andcancell'd; 
Col. 2. 14. Blotting out the Hand-writing of Ordi. 
nances that was againus, that was contrary tons, 
taking it out of the way^ and nailing it unto the 
crofs. 

Secondly, You fay, that God hz\h fet forth 
Chrift to be a propitiation through' faith in his 
Blood". 

Reply. Birjl, I would enquire, whether Chrift 
be a propition for none but fuch as have faith in 
in his blood? You fay your felf , that Chrift is 
the propitiation for the fins of the whole world 
and by the world you intend- every individual 
pel fou, and fare I am that all men have not faith. 

Secondly^ 



H Secondly, Faith contributes nothing to his being 
^ a propitiation, i t only applies him who is inhim-

j fel l our propitiation : I t I rightly undcrftand the 
*V Word, i t fignifies a peace-making Saciifice, and 
•"j tliat he was in himfelf, antecedent to the AppH-
Ih cation that faith makes of him, Eph.z.14. he is 
f\ our peace. Col. 1. 20. Having made peace by the blood 
ft of his Crofs, Peace and Reconciliation were made by 
W the Death of Chrif t , God was not made reconcilc-

, able only,(as fome would have it) but reconciled v 
jfr JIU things are of Ged, who hath reconciled its to himfelf ̂  
if h JefiJchrifi, that is,.bythe death of Ghri f t , Rom. 
(iJ'' S- 10. / / when we were cnonics, we were reconciled to 
f Cod by the death of his Son,mnch more being reconciled, 
'/ wejhallbe favcd by his life. God hath fet forth Chrift 

in his W o r d to be him that hath made peace, he 
/M hath commilTioned his Minilters to go'and pro-
^̂ f| claim this peace^ i Cor. 5. He hath committed tmi') 

them thiswordof reconciliation ; \\a\\x\^mzd,ci^ci<x, 
he came and preached peace; he came by his M i -

. A nifters, and i t is their work where they come to 
?f publifh this peace, Ifa. 52. 7. They are not to put 
' f . perfons upon making their peace with God, bus 
A to accept of that peace that Chrilt has made. 
A Now God having fet forth Chrifl: as a propitiation, 
f f| he hath thereby declared how juft and righteous 
,|)*̂  a God he is, in the remifilon of fins, even the 
/ fins, that, were pall , fo r which God received 

not fatisfafticn t i l l Ghrilt was offered up. 
Thirdly, You fay, that as foon as we believe, 

jr ^nd refolve to lead a new l i fe , he pardoncth our 
,! fins and recciveih us into favour. 

<f. Reply. Firft, Either we were reconciled to God 
jil' by the death of his Son, or we were not : Ifwei 
jlj were, then our fins wtrc pardoned ?.t his death; 
„('! Godwas in Chrifi, nconcilin? the world mo hi'nfi^ft 
||' . " •• ' not 
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not imftiting nino them their trefpajfes, 2 Cor. 5. 
we were not reconciled by the death ot his 
Son, then we fliall never be reconciled ; for jf 
Chrilt hath not reconciled us by the blood of 
his Crofs, then hath he no other way of Reco^ 
dilation ; Recorxiliation is by his death, by 
bloodi he w i l l die no more, he w i l l bleed no more. 
now, to be reconciled to God, and not be receive^ 
into favour, are terms inconfiftcnt. 
' Secondly, Faith i t felf is cither a f ru i t of the fg^ 

vour of God, or i t is n o t ; i f i t be, then are we i ^ 
the favour of God antecedent thereunto; i f i t hg 
ro t , thenfhew me from whence i t flows ; itgrovi^j 
not in Natures Garden, we did not bring i t with 
us into the W o r l d ; Fdthu the gift: of God; is \^ 
then agif t of his Grace and Favour, or a g i f t of his 
Wrath ? 

Thirdly, I would enquire, who they ate that 
fliall live by Faith? whether they be the juft or 
the unjuft ? i f they be the j a l i , then were they 
fuch antecedent thereunto. 

Fourthly, You fay^ that remiffion o f fin is not 
granted immediately upon Chrifl's fatisfaflion • 
we muft believe in Chrilt before we fhall receive' 
remilTion o f fins 5 For Chrifl is .exalted on the rioh^ 
hand of God, and is become a Prince and a Saviour'^ to 
give repentance unto /frael^nd rcmijjion of fins, 
S-31-

Reply. That remifTion of fin was granted out im. 
mediately upon fatisfaftion made by Chrif t , ap­
pears, Firf, by the Tefliraony of the Holy Ghoft 
IJd: I o, 14,1 S' • '^"^ oblation he hath for ever perl 

write my Lm W their hearts^ and their fins and iniqni^-
ties 



ties mil l remember m more. The perfedtion fpo-
d i;n" ^ " '^^^^'4'^- "verfe, confifts in the-pardon o f 
\i granted by your felf/><j^c 17. and the word 
tj (( Wever , fliews, it's all fin, paft, prefent, and to 
iu come ^ and this perfetlion or remiffion was by that 
' (}' ^"^^•'"g^ a^fl that there was reraifllon by ic 
' ! u / y Ghoft is a witnefs, which plainly (hews 
lit. that rora the time that Chrift was offered up, at, 
f which time the New-Covenant was confirmed, 
^1' «^od hath remitted the fins o f the Subjeds there-

ot, and fo remitted them, that he w i l l remember 
4\ them no more-, now where remiffion of thefe Is, 

( faith the Apoftle ) there is no more facrifice for 
jj.t l in. T«hc reafon why the facrifices under thefeavv 

ill were fo often repeated, was, becaufc they did not 
d ^^^ay fin; theirftandingdaily miniftring, and 
(;tl\ «lfenng oft-times the fame thing,was a demonflra-
J ' tion thereof: On the other hand, Chrifl 's fitting' 
e down on the right band o f God, after he had 
J ofFered one facrifice for fin, was a fufficient dc-

monftration that fin was done away by that one fa-
^fc^ crifice. 

Secondly, I t appears, that fin was remitted itn-
|j)S mediately by the fatisfaftion made by Chrif t , ia 

that thofe for whom Chrif t was wounded were 
^] I ' ^ ^ " healed, i l^et. 2.24. By whofe pipes ye were 
jjfi paled: He fpeaks in the preterperfed tenfe, our 
J ms v»rerc laid upon Chrif t , he bare them in his own 
J body upon the tree, there they were, what is bc-

i J^Officofthem? is he difchargcd from them, or is 
J he not ^ i f he be not, he muft bear them for ever; 11 
/f," t̂ ^ be, are they returned upon us, or are they net? 

It they are, then we are not heaicd by his llripcs', 
J and that is crofs to the Text j i t they are nor, 
J then was fin remitted immediately upon Chrift's 
y oblation. 
/ . Thirdly. 
% 
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Thirdlyy I t appears, in that Redemption was 

by the blood of Chrilt, Eph. 1.7. Now redemp 
tion and reraiffion of firi is the fame thing ; /« 
xve have redemption through his blood, even the for^i^^^ 
vefs of fin. Either we had remiffion of fin by 
blood of Chrift , or we had not j i f we had, then 
was fin remitted immediately, upon fatisfaftig 
made by Chrif t , ( for i t was by his blood he made 
fatisfadion ) i f we had not remtffion o f fins ^ 
his blood, then they wil l never be remitted, f^^ 
without ffacdding of blood-there is no remimon 
Fleb. 9. 22. ' 

fourthly. I f we werC redeemed from the curfe of 
the Law when Chrif l was made a curfe for us,thct, 
was fin remitted from the time he made fatisfg^^ 
"ilion ; but we were fo,6'<j/. 3. 13. He hath rcdec>ne^ 
Ks from the citrfe of the Law, being made acurfe for us . 
T o be redeemed from the curfe of the Law, and 
not to be difchargcd from fin, are terms incon 
fiflent: I f ws arc not difchargcd from fin,then we 
are under the curfe of the Law ; and how great 
an inconfiftency is this, to be redeemed from the 
Curfe, and yet to be ftill under the Curfe. 

Fifthly, I f the Bond was given up immediately 
npon fatisfadion made by Chr i f l , then fin was im. 
i-nediately remitted upon fatisfaGion made bv 
Chr i f t ; but the Bond was given up immediately 
upon fatisfaflion made by Chrift,Co/. 2. 13,Now i f 
giving up the Bond by the Creditor, there is a d i / 
charge given : Who looks forany other difcharg" 
from a debt than for the Bond to be'given 
and cancell'd by the Creditor, upon the payment 
of the D-br. 

Sixthly, I f j ^ ' ^ * " ^ ^ nothing to be laid to the 
r i f the fa! 

'cy imme. 
charge or Gods Eled, from the time of the f ' 
t l i faaion made by Ghrift , thea are they immp' 

diatels 



diately difcharged from the time o f the Tatisfaaion 
p' kVh ^ him, but there is nothing to be laid to the 
;fi'^"^'"g« of Gods Eled, from the time of the fat isfa^i-
,,r ° " «iade by Chri l t , Rom. 8.33. Who pall lay any thm 
WVi^ '^^''''l'^ of Gods Em? It's God tharjiipfiesi xvlTo 
.(^^iPm condemn} It>s Chrift that died, yea, rather that 
^j,*^ rifen again: By his death he procured our D i f -
(/: by his Refurredtion he tnade i t manifeft, Rom. 
,[(4- ulf. The not charging with guilt is a Difchargc 

y i r o m guilt ; Remiffion of l in, and the Non-imputati--
' J O n o f f f n , is the fame-thing, Rom. ^.7,^. You fay, 

j w e mufl; believe in Chrif t before we lhall receive re-
' mi f f ionof f tn . 

•J f'^P^y- I grant i t , it's one thing for God to reniii't fin, 
;t jjand another thing for us to receive i t ; remiflionof fin 
I^jfisthe Gi f t of God, now a G i f t may be beftowsd upon 
y pcrfon long before he receives i t ; a Legacy may be 
'V,f;giye!i upon w i l l , and when the Teflator is dead the 
''y,wiU isofforce, the g i f t is his, yet he may not know 
p ji;of i t , nor receive it t i l l fome time after. The Atone-
i^jjjimcnt was made by the death of Chr i l l , Rom. 5. r o. but 
Jjj,^we receive i t not t i l l we believe, z-erfe ii. Jultifica-
f(Of* '̂°" is fometimes held forth before Faith, Rom. 4. 
r. ^« juftifieth the mgodly. An Ungodly Perfon and a 
Jjiif^elicver are two things ^ hejuftifieth the Eleft , Rom. 
% i ^- 33- and they are more.: in number than Believers. 
"J {.^s fometimes held forth by Faith^ now when Ju-

"»fication is held forth antecedent unto Faith, snrt 
hi sll? by Faith, i t muft be taken in a different acccp-
r r tatxon. As it's ftridly and properly confidered a d i l -

/ Ĵ ^̂ .̂ 'ge from guilt , and a title unto Life and Glory, 
It conlifts in the imputation of Righteoufnefs, noi 

/ \ the Application thereof, Rom. 4. 6 ,7 , 8. Rom- S; 
r 18. The free gift came t,pon all men, to the j4*ficatmi 
,[J 6flife', that is, all men that ftand related to the bie-
? j( coud Adam 1 and how did i t come on them ? why to. 
,y e gether 
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gether and at once, even as Condemnation came on M 
Men together and at once but as Juftilication isconfi. 
dercd in point of Acceptation, and Termination in ou^ 
own Confciences, fo i t is by Faith ; Even we have he 
ikved in Jefus Chrift., that we might be ju^ificd by the 
faith of Chrtft, Gal. 2. i6. In this fenfe Faith hath 
that hand in our Juftification that no other Grace 
hath • it's the nature oi Faith to empty tho foul of 
all felf-righteoufnefs, o l every thing of our own, 
to carry the Soul to Chrift , to receive all from him • 
/ would not be found in mine own righteoiifnefs, which 
of the Law, but in the righteoufiicfs of God, which is (, 
Faith in Jefus Chrift, Phil. 3. Faith never pleads gooj 
Works performed by us as the condition, and f(j 
challenges remilTion upon i t , as the efFe€lof fuch p^f 
formancc. I t follows not that we are not juftified "m 
the former fenfe before we believe, becaufe we are 
not juflified in the latter fenfe t i l l we believe, UQ 
more than i t w i l l follow that we are not juaified b/ 
Faith alone in point of Acceptation, becaufc we arc 
Juftified by Works in point of Manifeftation, James 2, 
24 ,25 . as for that Tex t ^ i ? j 5 . 3 1 . you brought to 
prove Repentance antecedent to Remiffion of fin^ 
though Chrift gives both, and Repentance be fua 
mentioned, yet i t follows not that Repentance is firfj. 
beftowed j no Argument can be drawn from order of 
Words in this cafe, other Scriptures placing Ilcmif. 
fion before Repentance, 2 Tim. i . 9. there faving j l 
before calling, //^. 44. 2$. I have blotted out thy Tranf. 
^rejfions as a cloud, and as a thick, cloud thy fins, therefor^ 
returntmto me, ira.43.25. There you have remiffiot, 
of fin, but not one Token of Repentance in the fub, 
jcfts antecedent thereunto, as you may fee from the 
l i f t , verfe. 

Fifthly, You fay, though Chrif t gave himfelf tore 
deem us from all iniquity, yet none are aftually freed 

from 



{! from the guilt of fio t i l l they forfake i t . 
J t^^^h- T o be redeemed from fin, and to be under thei 

,1 SUilC of fin are Terms inconfiftenr, for redemption 
f / remiifion of fin, is the fame thing, Epk. i , 7, 

(I ̂  ijt Whom wc have redemption through his blood, even the 
njorgivenefsoffin: Either Ghrifl: ( when he gave himfelf 
' f ; redeem us from all Iniquity ) did what he gave 
^1 ^'^t or he t^'d no t ; it he did , then are wc 
ti',, ^iicharged from g u i l t ; i f he did nor, i t was for want 
•r. ot Merit ip his Blood, and that is Blafphcmy to sficrr. 
m I gave you this Argument in my laft, but you made 
Ih^j no reply to i t . 
Ji, Sixthly^ Yoa fay, that we need no new Oblation 
\t,P\to merit remifiion of fins; For by one Ofering he hath 
C' f V P^^fi^^^ '^'^^ '^'^e fanElified, Heb. lO. 14. 
'fe Yet we mult be in Chrif t , and fandificd, before we 
l # can be perfefled, that is, pardoned,and acquitted f rom 
ci|̂  the guilt of fin. • 

^^^^I' ^^'^^ ^ that fanftified ones are 
,(!!» perfedcd, that is, pardoneJ, andacqai.ctcd from rhe 
'r^, Spilt of fin: This being granted,'it will follow unde-
r i ' l ' s b l y , that they are for ever pardoned ; now this will 
f l do my Bufincfs: For, Firfi, Al l the Subjefts of the New 
ol,Covenant fliall in time be fandified. Firfi, Cbri.b 
t ' igavehimrelftothatend, Eph.$. He loved the Church, 

ccj: and gave himfelf for them, that he might fandifie and 
/ , cleaafe them, &c. Secondly, God hath promifed that 
f hs will rvritc his Law in thiir hearts, th-nt they jb^tll all 

^im, Heb. 8. and this iS alfo granted by your 

M Secondly, When fanft i f icd, tbcy are for ever par. 
fk "onsd, Heb. 8, 12. I will be mercifd to their imq'.mes, 
|){, f'Vrf will remember their fins no more : And this alfo is 
jUi' efi^ea granted by your fc l f in the preceeding lines, 

; "̂ hat I have now gained the fecond point, that the 
' J '^ybjca? of the CoYCHGnt of Grace cannot break ir , 
/ , • G 3 their 



rheir fins being all pardoned, and pardoned fins can't 
break it. You fay, the Subjeds of this Covenant 

be in Chrif t , and fandified, before they be par. 

^°miv. Fir/}, I have already proved that the Subj^^^ 
of this Covenant are in Chrilb, antecedent to their ia„, 
dification, John 17. 2. They were given to Chriftb 
fhe Father before eternal Life was given to the,^ 
bv the son, they were Chrifts people before thej 
were a willing people, P R n o . 3. 

<^cco>idly. The word fanftified IS divcrfly taken, foti,^, 
times for a Separation: Say ye of him whom the Fati,,^ 
hath fanUified and fent tnto the World, that he hUr 
phcmetb? whst i s tha t fandification but a feparation > 
God had chofen Chrift from among the number of 
Mankind, and fct him apart for lo great an undertaking 
and in this fenfe I take the W o r d fandified in tg^ 
Tex t that is before us, Heb. 10. 14. Them that God 
had ftt apart for himfclf, for they only were the Sub 
jeds for whom Chrift was offered up, Ifa. ^3.8. 
the tranprrejjions of my people was hefirtcken; but i f the Word 
fandlifie'^ muft be taken properly,as you would havg it 
then muft i t be confidered as the Mark or Charafter of 
thofc who in time may be known to be of the number 
of thofe that were for ever pardoned by that one Oblatj 
on -, we can no more conclude thac they were fandif iJ 
before they were pardoned, than we can conclude that 
thofc for whom thefe great things that eye had not 
feen, nor car heard, nor had entered into the Heart 
of man, were prepared, did love God before they were 
prepared for them, i Cor. 2. 9. I t was folely by that 
one offering, without any a d o f theirs, that thev 
were far ever perfeded or pardoned; the Holv 
Ghoft is a witnefs to this t ruth, that upon thi-
one offering God would remember their fins 
more; this perfedion or pardon that was by this one 

oli^r. 
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offering was antecedent to his f i t t ing down on the right 
hand of God, verfcs iz, 13. Bm this man after he had 
offered one facrifice for fin, for ever fat down at the right 
hand of God j and why fo ? hut becaufe by that one offering 
he had forever perfe£led themthat were fanitificd: I t was the 
end of Ghrif t in offering up himfelf to put away fm by 
this one facrifice, Heb. 9. z6. and this end of his was an-
fwered before he afcended to ' the Father, Hcb. \. 3. 
When he- had by himlelf purged our (ins, for ever fat 
down at the right hand ot God ; eternal redemption 
Was obtained for us, before he entered into the holy 
place, Heb. 9. 12. 

Seventhly, You fay, that none but thofe that con-
fe f t their (ins, and forfake them, (hall have mercy, Pm*. 
28. 13. 

Reply. \Firfi, There is Mercy extended to Men in the 
change of the Heart, by which they are made capa­
ble to confefs their (ins and forfake them. Tit. 3. 5. this 
mercy they muft have, antecedent to their Confellion. 

Secondly, There is the mercy of the fenfible enjoy­
ment of the pardon of Sin, and this mercy 1 grant you 
none (hall have t i l l they confefs and forfakc their lin ; 
but to fay, that none fhall havcmcrcy t i l l they confefs 
their (ins, without any dif t inft ion o f Mercy, will run 
a man upon upon great abfurdities; the Scripture tells 
us. The mercy of the Lord is from cverlafiing to everlajling 
upon them that fear him, Pfal. 103. 17. ^God extends 
much of mercy c're ever the foul can confefs and forfake 
fin. 

_ Eighthly, You fay, that i f the fins of the Eled arc for­
given upon the bare fatisfa£tion made by Chri f t , 
then they fliould be juftified before Converfion, and 
be at once in a ftate of pardon and falvation, a"" 
in a ftate of Wra th and Condemnation too^ but as 
long as they continue in their fins, fo 1̂ "S 5'!f/ 
are liable to the Wrath o f God, fo long they are UaDie 
to condemnation. G 3 

file:///Firfi


98 
Kcfly. Firjl, I would query, Whether there be any 

thing to be laid to the charge of Gods Elett ? I f therg 
be ilien pray anfwer liic Apollles challenge, Rom. g 
33' ifiherebe not, then arc they difcharged upon th^ 

IHce i t fclf pleads their difcharge, gives up the Bon^ 
holds the principal in obligation no longer, Cohf, 
14. 

Von fay, that then they fhould be juftificd bcfojg 
Gonverfion. *• 

Reply. 1 grant i t ; this runs me upon no abfurdity 
^om.^. He jHjUfieth the u:7godly. ' ' 

You fay, that then they raufl; be in a ftate of Juftjc 
cation, and in a ftatc of Condemnation at the fam 
time, <or fo long as they continue in their fins and thei*̂  
iaipanitcncy, folong they are liable to wrath and con"̂  
demnation. 

Reply. l-ir(l, I would enquire how the EIe£t tng 
bs faid to be under Condemnation, feeing the Wor'i 
declares, that there is nothing to be laid to their charg 
and that It isCod that juftifus, Rom. 8.33. that Ince 
rogation, Who pall lay any thing to the charge o^CoI^' 
TMi ? implies a Negation, None fliall; Who JJiiu ' 
fiemn f there is another Interrogation, which alfo ' 
plies a Negation, None jhall condemnIt s God that il^' 
fas, and fure I am, that none can condemn where G 
jultifics i It's Chri(i that died, yea, rather that is riT 
again: Their Difchargc bears date from his dea/h'* 
and the manifeltation thereof from the ti ineofhisR ' 
furredlion. 

Secondly, How the Elef l can be faid to be under tu 
wrath of God, feeing all that wrath that was due to 

?hetn. 
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^ them, vas poured on the Lord Jefas as their furety, 

tt^ ^"f^ in their ilcad, Ifa. ^3.4. Surely, he hath bor n our 
\\ g,i^'^efs, he hath carriedoitr forroivs ; that which was due to 
fi i ^' '^ which wc lliould have born, verfc 5. Ue was 
^^f bounded for our tranfgreffions, and by his Jhipes are we heal-

. ^d, verfe 6. All welike jheep aregme aftray, and the Lord 
I f d on him the iniquity of us all. 

' / Thirdly, How the Eledl can be faid to be under the 
y w i-ath of God, that are delivered from i t by Chrifr, 

§ 1 Thef, 1. 10. Even Jefus, who delivered us from the 
if'|;!t»m6 to come; when he bore i t for them, he bore i t 
Pfi iromthem. 
'^^ Fourthly, I would query. How this Wrath fhould be 

I (appealed, i f the Eledt are yet under i t ? I know no way 
¥ to appealcthe Wrath o f God, but by bearing of i t ; 
' jj[(Jcfus Chrift had no other.way, he hath born i t al-
|3 ready, he will bear i t no more, he is difcharged, he 

f|iis jiUfified, iTtm.^.ult. The Ele<ff can't bear i r , ic 
:c .{Iwould fink them down to H e l l ; the wicked that are 
c ^jjldamned for their own fin fhall not bear i t , they fiiall 
' y o n l y bear that which was due for their own fin, not 
' that which was due, to the Eled j what then fhall bc-
, ft; come of this Wrath? 

^^1 Fifthly^ I f the Elcdl are under the Wrath of God t i l l 
iLj^they do believe, and upon believing it's removed, whc-

[fther therebe more vertue in an af t of Faith than there 
t" iwas in all the fufFerings of Chrift ? or whether the etii-
f J cacy of Chrift's fufferings depends on the wi l l or ait 
(fi'll'iof the Creature? 
1} ufi Sixthly, How the Eled of God could ever haye be-
'ij'jlkvtd and repented, i f they had been ftill under the 

Wrath of God ? They muft be delivered from the curfe 
of the Law, before the bleffing oi Abraham could come 

'̂|M) upon them, Gd. 3.13,14. They muft become dead 
f' to the Law by the Body of Chrift , before they could 
g OS married unto Chrift , Rom. 7 .4 , 

G 4 Sevemhlyi 
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Seventhly., Whether the Wrath of God, f t r i d l y g^j 
properly confidered, be not a will in Godtopunilh> 
And i f fo , whether i t be ftill the W i l l of God to p^' 
jiilh the Elcif , now he hath laid that which was due 
to them on the Lord Jefus? Or whether the wi l l QF 
God be mutable, and fo changed when they do believe > 
if i t be objeded, that the Scripture tells ns, That hi 
that believetb not, fhall not fee life, but the wrath ofg^, 
abiZeth on him, John 3. " I t . 1 anfwer, i t muft be 
d e r l W of final Unbelief. Should a perfon argue thus ' 
but fomc Eledt do not believe at prefent, therefor' 
fome Elea are under the wrath of God ; I might as 
well argue from the fame, but fome Eleft do not be 
lieve at prefent, therefore fome Eleft lhall not fee 
l i fe . Your own Principles would not bear this, and 
fuch kind of arguing has a tendency in i t to block up 
the. way of Salvation for ever : Had you muftered 
thofe Scriptures that feem to favour your Opinio! 
in this point, I doubt not but I ftiould have, returned 
a rational Anfwer to what might have been obje(|-
ed from each of them, T as i; have done in the lii j^ 
cafe* 

Ninthly, You fay, i f the promife of Juftification be 
made, only upon the condition o f Faith and Repen 
tance, then we can have no right to i t , t i l l we perfotoj 
that condition. 

Reply. I grant i t , were the promife fo made, but that's 
the thing denied by me, and not proved by you. 

Tembly, You fay, it's too poffible for us, through ©ur 
own default, t o negleft that condition, and fo to fry 
ftrate the means of our own Salvation. 

Reply . Setting afide the word condition,(for 1 own na 
fuch thing, and 1 fliall find another place to fpeaktoic N 
i deny that i t is poffible, for the fubjeils of this Cove 
nant to live and dye unbelievers, and fo to fruftrate thp 
means of their SalViition. For, 



J f / j They are chofen unto Holinefs, Eph. 1.4. pre-
:pl <^^fi*"ated to be conformable to the Image of hit Son-, Rom. 8. 
„)( 2.9. Ek3:cd to falvation, through fanilification of the Spirit, 

Jli belief of the Truth, 2 Thef. 2,13. 
' Secondly, I t was the end of Chrif t in Dying, That he 
IJ "'k^l^ fanUife and cleanfe them, Eph, %.z%, 26. That he 

night purifie them to himfelf. T i t . 2 .14 . . 
" f Thirdly, God hath promifed. To write his Law in their 
|5t, |, hearts, that they fhall all k>JOW him from the lea/t to the great -
"V-/^> 33. 
r , Fourthly, Ghrifl: ftandsengaged by Covenant with the 

Father to bring them to believe, John 10. Other Jheep ^ 
I ' have I that are not of this fold, them alfo I muft bring, and, 
I thcy j l ia l l hear my voice, apd there (liall be one (hevPjtrdand one 
i^^lfheepfold. 
' V i , ^^^^l^^y^* Chrirt:hath aflured us, That all that the Father 
•^A^^thgiven him Jh all come unto him, John 6. S7- That he 
'pb T^illgive eternal life to all that the father hath given unto him : 
iiK Now unlefs the Decree of God be altered, the end of 
f Chrifl: in dying fruflirafed, the promifc of God of none 
f ' I effett,the Covenant between the Father and the Son bro-

^en, and the Alfurance that Chrifl: hath given.fail us, ic 
is not poflTible that the Subjeas of this Covenant fcoyld 

, live and dye Unbelievers. Take notice I fpeak of grown 
p. perfons; as for fuchof them as dye in their infancy, 
id'p though they are incapable of adual Faith, I doubi not 
ef but they have the habit infufed by an immediate work 

,( of the Spirit, before they go hence. 
f But you fay, the Apofllc does fappofe, that wc may 
f l negleft the Condition, and fofrufl:raie the means otSal-
4 nation, Heb. 2. 3. 
i)« Reply. You millakc the Apoflle here, he doth notfup-

/ pofethat any of the fubjeftsof this Covenant might nc-
r i g lcf t the means, foastofruftratethcend j he only de-
f[ Clares, that thofc that do negled the means lhall mifs o f 

the end, and that they fliall not cfcape punifiiment, be 
r • ; • ' tbcy 
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thev who they wi l l , and I dare boldly fay, that thof. 
that do totally and finally ncglcdt the means, and 
fa l l lhor to l theend, are not the Suoj^as of this Covc. 
nan . Before I leave this Head Una I mind ycu of t ^ , 
?hings: f i r / , 1 told you that Chrilt hath not only 
deem d from all fin, but he hath eternally redccncd 
fhaTtheSonl fhall never come under gmlt marc • the?* 
• Word of reply to this. Secondly, You have i ! 

2oS and have faid l i t t le to the Argument it ieU, '^^^ 
rher pardoned fins can break this Covenam. 

You faV, my Second Argument that I offered to 
prove, that the Covenant of Grace can't be broken h! 
the Subjefts thereof, was this, that i f thofe that have 1 
interefl in this Covenant may break i t , who then fha] 
remain interefled in i t ? -Here again you alter r„y 
words 1 I faid, i f the fins of thofc that have an mtercft i 
i t may break ic, who then fball remain in:cret!ed in^tj 
For in many things we offend all, and 1 did jndgc yo^ 
did not diftinguifh between venial and mortal ini :. 
fin defervcs Death, now having altered my Argument 
you anfwer your fcl f and notme: Your Anfwer to it j ' 
this, that there is no Confcquence from the Power to the 

^%eply. I did not argne from the Power to the Aft 
from a poffibility to a certainty, but from a certainty 
certain that all do fin, and that the wages of fin is death • 
i f then the fins of the Subjeds of this Covenant niav 
break ic> who can remain interefled i n i t ? ' 

Secondly, You fay, the Holy Angels before their 
confirmation were in a mutable ftate, and had a poii] 
bi l i ty offalling, yet they did not fall . 

Reply. That the Angels had a poffibihty offalling as 
they were confidered in themfelves, 1 grant, but as thev 
were confidered Eledt Angels, Ideny that i t was pofTible 
for thcni to f a l l ; for i t was not pofiible for God to alter, 

or 



or change his Decree concerning their ftandine • fo 
j,tt^whatever poffibility may be fnppofed to bein the fub-

s jed.s of this Covenant to loofe their Intereft therein 
,,[5 jconhdered in themfelves, yet as they are confidered the 
A u redeemed of the Lord, and fecured 
i l4 u promises of this Covenant, i t is not poffible thac 
#they (houid breaK i t , and foloole their intcreft therein. 
rJi;. ^hird Argument, youfay, to prove that the Sub-
[̂Si'jects of this Covenant can't break i t , is drawn f r o m j f r . 

jpjfi!3i. 40. and this you fuppofe I do moflly infill: upon, be-
U/'^aufe I have often mentioned the Text . 

, Reply. I have not mentioned i t oftner than I bad occafi-
rfjOn,and yet I fuppofe there is weight enough in the other 
/ two, i f this were left out, only I am not willing to fparc 
|/j^'^.her, becaufe a threefold-cord is not foon broken. 

' *''^/''J You lay, this Tex t has been anfwered already. 
p i R^P^y- Your Anfwer has been already replied to, and 
^ ĵiCjProved invalid. 
.J Secondly, You fay the utterraoft that can be gathered 
'j^ilfrom this Text is, that God will not fa i l to perform his 
,JS]P^rt of that Covenant j he will afford us Grace, wherc-
. f / b y we co-working (hall be enabled to live in his fear, and 
»[(|i|r'Otdepart from him, which nothing hinders but thac 
ĵtO' this Covenant may be broken by us. 

' Reply. Firft, This Scripture is abundantly clearer, 
.jis?ll^^^ken asit l ictb, without any ex^xjficion, than yoa 
j i f l "^^Je i t by thac you have faid. 
jje'' , ^^f^o^dly. Here is nothing more than I bad before, 
,;,[^ f^er as good have referred me to your former An-

A .J^}:'^^y^ I f God w i l l not fail to perform bis part of 
n w j v ^ ^ ^ " ^ " ^ ' he w i l l put his fear in our Hearts, that 

we ihall not depart from him, for this is his part of the 
'^i M t t f T " ' ^ ' r"'^ thiswillhinder the breach o f this Cove-
4 tr. ""."^ ^'^^ '̂̂ ^^ o"^ of Arguments that I brought, 
j p ^0 prove that the Covenant of Grace can't be broken by 
A the 
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the Subjsds thereof, is in the leaft fhaken by yoyp 
fwcrs. 

S E C T . V I . 

YOU fay, I make fome Exceptions againft the r* 
fons that you brought to prove the poinbiip 

of the breach of this Covenant. J . 
Firft, You fay I argue thus. That i t is not polfibi 

receive LilC — 
promifed toput his fear into our hearts^ that we flj^n 
depart from him. T o this you fay, that tho' God h-
promifed To mrkjn us both to will and to do of his omi 

receive the Grace of God in vain, becaufe God haJJ 

lot 
atfi 

pleafurey yet wc muft work, out^our own falvation, p̂ °°*' 
2. 12,13. , 

Reply. I grant i t , as Salvation may be confidercd 
an end following means preparing, but not asitii,^'' 
be confidered as an end depending on means procurif,^ 
And here for our encouragement to our duty, we 
this laid down as a motive, It''s Cod that worketh if^^^ 
both to will and to do of his own good pleafure 9 and w i-
and do we fliall, wre have the promife of both, ' 
n o . 3. Ez.tk:^6.2'j. The grace of God, when received 

fl]all be in us a well of Water, fpringing up to everlafti„„ /j> ' 
fo that i t fhall not be received in vain ; the Apoftle teii' 
us, I Cor. 15. 10. that this Grace which was beftow i 
upon him was not in vain. 

Secandly, You fay, that Gods v;orking in us doth n 
exclude our endeavours. ° ' 

Reply. I grant i t , i t is fo far from excluding our e 
dcavours,that i t puts us forward •, i f God did not work 
us a w i l l , there would be no endeavours at all. ^'^ 

Thirdly, You fay, that God will not keep us by h' 
Grace in his fear, unlefs wc labour to work touf-fi, 
with this Grace. ^'^'^"^ 

Its 

Reply. There is no fuch Condition in the Tex t r nor 
any 
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.otf any thing that looks like ic, nor in the W o r d any where 
' eire ; and we fhould have a care of adding to the W o r d , 

left God reprove us. 
Secondly, W h i l f t the Lord keeps us in his fear, we arc 

- kept in adlion. , , - i . 
Thirdly, Our Labour and Endeavour is, that winch 

the tear of God doth engage us in , i t is a means to keep 
« from evil, and to put us forward in our duty, 

i Fourthly, You fay, i f we muft co-work with Grace, 
U then we are not neceffitated unto good, and fo may pol-

|; fibly receive the Grace of God in vain. 
m Reply, I f by CO. working wi t i i Grace, you mean our 

l ivingin theLerci fe of Grace, I grant i t is a Chnlhaiis 
I'ilt duty, but this implies not a polfibility of receiving the 
f"', grace of God in vaiS for when a Soul is P7' '^ 'Pj", \^ 'f , ' j 
.J the Grace of God, he wil l fo influence and f h ' m 0/ 
Jy.his Spirit, .that he Pnall live in the cxcrcxle thereof , hu 
V hathVomifed to put his Spirit within h>m and cau^e 
)<t hini to walk in his ftatutcs, and to obferve bis judg-

nients, and do them, P^/-48. This ('ojltsonr God 
/ 'vcn our own God, he will be our Gmk to death: taittt 

i f " I ' l f t have fomc promife to bottom upon, or i t 
0 fould not make this conclufion. The ear of the 
J ^ r i - o r d , influenced by the Spirit of the Lord, dotli 
f k Eeceffitatc the Soul to that which is good, we can do 

nothing againft the T r u t h , but for the Truth we can-
i^^'' not hut fpcak the things that wc have feen aird 
J- ^^^^rd faith the Apoftie, Jnd he that is born Of God 

dothm commit fin, neither can he, becaufe he is bprn of 
J ^''^d, for his feed remaineth in him, l John 3. 9- X^** 

y j grant, page 27. that a regenerate man can't allow him-
felf in any known evil , whi l f t he remains regenerate, 

fc/' and is there not the fame reafon to conclude, that he 
V allow himfelf in the omiflion of any known 

duty. 
,J Fifthly, You fay, it's pcfiible for thofe Hto havt 

ejcaped 
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efcapedthe Follutiotts of t he World,through the Ktiowledag 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrifi, to be entangled ^ f 
afid overcome, 2 Pet. 2. 20. but Hypocrites can'c b e S 
to efcape the Pollutions of the W o r l d , feeing x.C 
continue Hil l in their filthincfs. 1 

Rcfh. By the Pollutions of the Wor ld I undcrftp.. 
outward grofs Sins, which the Wor ld for the moft J^J 
decs live and wallow m, as the Sow wallows 
mire- fuch Pollutions as are vifible, that trom a CQ^^ 
mon Illumination and Convidion they bud efcap^^' 
and in this Scnfc a Hypocrite may be laid to ^{^^\ 
from them. Mat 1.3. they appeared out-vardly 
tcous to Men, and yet Hypocrites \ and to give anv" 
ther Scrfc of that in Peter, w i l l not harmonise wjJt 
other Scriptures, which hold forth tlie pcrfevcratjce i f 
the Saints. An Apoftateis nothing elfe but an Hy 
pociite unvailcd. 

Sucndh, you fay, I fel l you, that fuch as are extp 
rally called by the Preaching of the W o r d rtiay forfg^ 
their own Mercy but fuch as are internally called an 1 
converted, can't polTibly abufe the Grace of God^ 
fo come fliort ot Happinefs. T o this yon A n W ^ 
that all that are externally called by the pt cachiap ^ 
the W o r d , have inward Grace offered them, fuffict 
to convert them. ^'^ 

• Reply. The Quellion is not, what Grace is offer j 
them, but what Grace is given them ; are there He-
changed? are they made of unwilling to be wi]Iir,<j/'^^^ 
is there any promife of fuch a thing made to anv k̂ '̂  
thofe that are the People of Chrift ? You fay yoQj r 
that unleli the Heart and W i l l be reformed, we r ' 
do what God requires. 1 

Secondly, You fay, i t is not only a vain thing u 
cruel kind of Infultation, to exhort Men to repent " 
to amend, unlcfs'they have means allowed thea» fuff i"^ 



i i t e r n S JS^Qi^^^^'O" fti" is. Whether all that are ex-
r!. . ^ L ^ ^ " ^ ^ by the W o r d , have the firfl: Degree o f 

ftand^h'- LS^'^^J^^'^i '"""^"^^^^^ «re enlightncd, 
# a n d their Wills reformed ? Thefe blelnr-.s you conrefs'd' 
'"̂  Gn-j fuppofcd as necelfary to enable us to do what 
,rl̂ ^v,̂  .̂̂ '̂•̂ '̂•̂ 5 of us; and unlefs you can prove this, 
' Jir, ' 7 ' ^ ^'Sl-', to fay, it's a cruel kind of Infulta-
r K Men to require them to repent j for I can af-

uie you, that God requires all Men every where to re-

w M r ^'i'?^^> ^'^"^^ ^°^p^i" i^^^sJ yo" fay 
«'1o^ u that It's impoffible for Men to repent w i th -

ut the Grace of God, now it is not Grace offered, but 
j l jf j jrace infufed that doth capacitate Men truly to re-
jjiiPenf, and this you can never prove, that all that are 
,j5 jxternally ca.led by the W o r d , have fuch a meafure of 

'd^^Vn, R^^°wed on them. The contrary lieth plain bc-
Ĵ "' ?̂  '^"^ ^ord • there were four forts of ground, 

™ ' 4- on which the Seed fel l , and but one of them 
tS;jnat had its Nature changed, the other three remained 

' wiy '6 lame, High-wsy, Stony, and Thorny-ground, as 
U . ' t was before ever the Seed fell upon i t , and more in-
oJ/ '̂"5^5 Oia" give you in another place. 

- A ife?r^/y. You fay, i f Men may fruftrate God's Mercy 
of them by his W o r d , then they mult needs 

W p refilt his Grace that accompanies bis W o r d . 
jta ^f'^'^'^^^^i'c granted you, i t would not advan-

0^ m 1̂?" ' "^^y ^'^^'^^ that Grace that accompa-
es the W o r d , what is this to prove, that Men may 

! jKcceive the Grace of God in vain.? i t is one thing for a 
un jerion to refnfe what Grace is offered, and another 
m ^ning to receive the Grace of God in vain. 
V t u You f iy , i t is ro t only poOible for thofe 

, bn? '^^^ t^xternaily called to hinder their Convcrfion, 
t''̂  dp( "̂1°̂ *̂  ^^^^ ^'"^ Converted may through their own 

r.^"*"" their old Sins again, and forfake the 



, o8 €tiit^ mxnUtam. j 
Resh: All that I Jhall fay to this at prefent, isbarfeu 

to deny that fnch as are truly Converted, that ^ , 
brongh^oacceptofJefusChriftonGofpel-terrn^^ i'J 
to re t on him alone for Salvacipn can polTibly faH 
wa/ , that is, totally and finally, though they may fo^j . ' 

• Iv back-flide; and this I fiiall make good, when i ' 
partkularly to handle the Perfeverance of the Saints. ' 
^ You fay, ^1'^ TeKtalledged by me does not 
prove the contrary, John 6. 37. -4// that the Father 
\)cth fns (l>all come unto me. 

Reply. I brought not this Scripture to prove, th^^ 
thofe that are Converted can't poffibly forfake the wgy 
of L i f e ; nor yet that Rom.^. that which 1 brofipd 
them for together, with John »o. 16. which you have 
omitted, was to prove, that not one of the Subjeas of 
the New Covenant fiiould go without an EfFedtual Can 
and for this they were all pertinent^ but they muilnov,̂ ' 
ftaiid as you have placed them. 

You fay, that thofe John 6. 37- that arc faid to be 
given unto Jefus Ghrift, are meant thofe whofe Hearts 
are difpofed and prepared by God's preventing Gracg 
to come to Jefus Chrift , and not a felcd number choftn 
of God to Life Eternal, becaufe i t is exprcfiy affirmed 
of one of this number, that he is lof t , John 17. j ^ , 
Thofe whom thou hafi given me I have kept, and none of then 
islojl, but the Son of Perdition. 

Reply. This Expofition does not fuit the Text, nor 
harmonize with othfer Scriptures. 

Firlt, You fay, that thofe that are faid to be given 
to Chrift, are fuch whofc Hearts are prepared and dif.. 
pofcd by preventing Grace to come to Jefus Chrift. 

Reply. Firft, The Text fpeaks not of any fuch Dif. 
pofition, butof,a G i f t ; M that the Father giveth %c_, 
Now this Gif t of the Father,to the Son, is antecedent 
to fuch a Difpofition : Thy People, before they were 
a willing Peoplf^, I'fdm no. and i f fo,- then Were 

ihey 



jjtl! thr if t ' s People before tbisDifpoficiori was wroughn 
(jijC ^^'^ifohn 17.2. That I may give Eternal L f f e to as many 
jj,I f^^hoH haft given unto me: They were given unto Chriifc 
A Detore Eternal Life was givtn unto them by ChrilL 
f \ th'^f"-^'^^' 1 would Qjiery, Whether .7«̂ .̂?.f (which I 
[co" "ink is here intended by the Son of Perdition ) that you ' 

^/?sone of this number, had his Heart thus prepared 
if H" i 'fP°f^<^ to come to Jefus Chrift ? and whether he 
! / J to him? The Text tells us, That all that the 

' c'!! o '^"^«« 'o chrift Jhallcome uniohim : Had he the 
'J "̂ p ficgree of Grace, whereby his llndcrftanding was 

^"lightened, his W i l l renewed, his Heart and W i l l 
« J '̂̂ anged? I can't find fuch Characters of him in rhe 
I I W o r d , John 6. 70. Have not I chofen you twelve, and 
VJ ^I'^ofyoHis a Devil', this he fpake ot JridM at the very 
J " ]^t imc, when he tells you. That all that the Father gi-

\ip '^eth me fliall come t<mo me: He had notthcnluch a Di fpc-
lH lition, and yet you fay that he was one of that num-

[j ber, verfe 6a,. There are fomc of you that believe not, 
'f^^ \}\\d vi'A% fiot Judas one of thefe ) he knew from the be-
^^J A ' " " ' " 5 who they were that believed not, and who 

"lonld betray him ; in the heighth of his Piofeflion, he 
;̂ as a covetous Perfon, a notorious Hypociite, and a 
* hief, and was this one of that number o f i^hom Chriifc 
*pakc, That they fhould come unto him, and that he would 

/I ^» no wife cafl out, that theyjlmldnot pcrijh, but have cver-
, ^ft^ng Life ? îges not look as i f he were. 

' f ' ,^^condly^ You fay, they are not a feleO: number 
I '^"ofen of God to Life E t e r n a l . , . 

V ^ ^¥y- This agrees not with the Text, nor. doth lE 
\f "ai'monize with other Scriptures. ^ .„ 

r '̂ "'̂ ^y ^'"^ ^"ch as (hall come to Jefus Chrift : 
P, I -^11 that the Father giveth me fliall come unto mc. Coming 
V believing is the fame thing, vcrfe 35.. pnd fuch ai 
n\ " ° believe in Chrift arc of the number of Gods Elect, 
j / / t lhcjf,i^. Knowin'^ Brethren your EleSion of Odd, tor 
:(l i ^ out 

At 



i i o ^ ^ m t t j w t t J i c a t e a . 
mr Gofpd came not mto you in Words only, but in Porvcy. 
andin the Holy Ghofi: I f the Gofpel works fo power! 
fully as to engage the Soul to come to Jefus Chrift , 
may from thence argue his Election of G o d ; they were 
the Fathers in a peculiar Senfe that were given to the 
Son, John in. 6. Thine they were, and thou gavefi ^hc^ 
Into me: Thine not only by Creation, for lo were the 
V/or ld alfo, that were d i f t inf t from them, therefore it 
mnft be by Eleftion, -verfe l o . And aH mine are th^. 
Thofe that are the Sons by Icederal Relation, tiiey 
the Fathers by Eledion. ^ „ ^ r , 

Secondly, They are inch as (hall be faved, verfe 
jindthis is the Will of him that fmt me, that every one th^^ 
futh the Son, and bdieveth on him, fliould not penjh, but ha^j. 
EverlaJUng Life. If coming and- believing be the {^^^ 
thing, ( as I think-none will deny ) then All that the 
ther hath givctt him, fljo^l be faved, and yet are they nay 
a feleft People. You grant. Page 51 . that none but 
thcElef t , or faithful perfeveruig Chriftians, ( which i 
think is the fame thing ) fhall be faved •, if thofe th^^ 
that are given to the Son fliall be faved, they are Ele6l. 
Salvation is the end that they arc chofen to, 2The£ 

^' ll'irdly. You f i y , that oijc o f this number was final. 
]y lo f t , John 17. 12. 

Reply. I doubt this will rcflsft upon Chrif t , either 
on his Power, or upon his Faithfulnefs. 

firlt. There is no fuch Word in the Text , nor yet 
ia the whole Chapter. 

Secondly, The contrary wil l appear from the fame 
Tex t , together with the following Verfes; the Text 
tells you, That all that the Father giveth him, Jliall com^ 
unto him, and he that comes unto him he will in no wife call 
OHt: Thus far they are all fafe, verfe s^. I came down from 
Heavin, not to do my oven Will, but the Will of him that fi„, 
me, aid this is the Wtil of him that fcntme, that of ait 

tk't 

Up. 



— I l l 

V thZ T ^ ' ^""^ ^'y- Chrif t .hath undertaken to keep 
' I ' tr '°!^^"3t are given him of tiieFather, and ic was the 

I I . 'bat they fliould be kept ; i f then there be 
'V wi^ 1^"! ^^^^'^ ^°ft ' '^^ ' " " f t be, either becaufe he 
"H>'r^ o i u^'^^^ ^^ept them, but could not, or becaufe he 
,(f j ^ o u i d have kept them,but would not: Take i t in the firft: 
% til rl '"̂  ' ^ ^ " b his Power; in the fecond Senfe, i t 
n nrfn .u ' ' f"3«hi»lncfsi and this w i l l not only refleft 
(',1 'be Son, but upon the Father alfo, making his 

n , . " I ' i t a b l e : I t was the W i l l of the Father they 
f(i AnA r ^^P'' ^bat none of them Ihould be loft : 

* / I S ; 1°^ ^ '" ' '^ 'bat was faid to be lof t , John 17.12. 
A t h l ' ^ " r T*^'""^ that he was not given unto Cbr i f t , in 
'< I t o " that thofe were that are here faid to be given 
'*«ihav. I " * ^? '^^P' by him i for i f he had, he fliould 
" "PoM "^^^"/^Pt as well as others: Ic was the W i l l of the uW'Pnti, i ^ r , , •isomers: i i : was ttie W i l l oitne 

'^'"^ i '^^^ ^''d given him he (hoidd loofe no^ 
P < i L " ' / s *"^eed given to Ghrift as an Apoftie as well 
C t! ^"'^ ' ' f t ' '"̂  'bis Senfe I take the W o r d , 
"'rt ftrl^'T' 3nd that for thisReafbn, becaufe i t is rc-

H J'^ V Apoftles in the fulf i l l ing o f i t , John 18. 
^ ' ^ ^ / ' • ' ' ^ ' " ^ i ^" thefe go thtir way, that it mi^ht he 

i^^ofinf"* ''^ ^-"^ •^^'^•> of them that thsH haft given me I have 

Dj 2 J^be next Scripture you come to confider, is Rom. 8; 
ti r '^ ' f^?' the proper Scnfe of that Text is^ 
uoicwhom God hath predetermined to Sufi"erings af-

lOf j r t,)e maimer o f Chrii t , he hafh called tofulFer, and 
(i r J i ,^^r' '^' '^ ^^•'^'^ to fufFer, them he doth upon the 

thijf , ° v b e i r Patience and Conftancy. juftifie, and 

9 

vv!.u^.^^'^°"'^'""c in a juftified State he w i l l reward 
wuh Eternal Glorys 

I muft take this Expoiition upon your bear 
without any Proof or Argument, withoat any 

Test or Context that leads to i t . Fi-^ftt 
4 tT' '^ '^ '• 
m ^'"°S in the 
V 

They 



• i i 2 m i t i ) mimmtzti. \ 
They are prcdeflinated to fulierings after the mann t«' 
of Chrift, but why to fufferings only? what is there i ! d 
the Text that leads to that? the Text tells you, j , . • 
to he conformable to the Image of the Son, which confifts "'̂  f 
a likenefs unto Chrift : When God made Man after h"'̂  ii 
own Image, he made him in his own likcncfs, wiuvlj J 
confifled in Knowledge, Righteoufncfs, and H o l i p ^ ?J 
The Text does not l imi t this Conformity to Suffbrinp f' 
Secondly, Chrilt hath given us a Pattern in his Af^p* 
as well as in his Pallive obedience, and he that faith f , 
abidetb in him, ought fo to tval^ even as Chriji-i^tlfo ^J^" jii'i 
ed.: . • . ^" fp,^ 

Secondly, You fay, that them he calleth unto Suff jss'' 
ings. • _ • '̂ ^̂  

Reply. Here is a Limitation again that is notintK r)' 
Texn. Thofe that God calleth according to his ^, 
pofe, he calleth unto Holinels, called to be Saints > i St'*'' 
Jai to Adive as well as Paffivc Obedience. ' ^ 

Thirdly, You fay, that thofe whom he calleth 
Sufferings, them upon the Tr ia l o f their Patience -r 
Conftancy he juftifieth. ?̂(̂  

Reply. Firjh i would know how long they muft u 
upon T r i a l J not to their lives end, that can't be, th • 
Patience may not hold out fo long ; you feem to h'̂ "^ 
that they may fall from a juftified State as well -c f "'̂ ^ 
ia ftndified State. ' "^ni 

Fourthly, You fay, that thofe that continue in a • 
ftified Slate, them he Rewards with Eternal Glorv 

Reply. Firfi, I would know, Whether this R e L ^ 
be of Grace or no ? for i t leems to hang upon fo m 
Condit ions, that it's a Queftion, whether ir K ''^ i 
Grace, or a Debt. ^ " of-^,! 

Secondly, I do not find in Scripture, that there • 
fo much Trial of Mens Patience and Conftancy a n / ^ j / 
cedent to their Jnftification. The Text faith t 
he callesh, them he jujitfieth ; but according to your ^ 

terpretatioa^ 



1̂5 

* '̂̂ ^P',^tation, its rational to think, that fqine may be 
}^^. that are never juftified. 
Thirdly, I f you caft your Eye upon the Text once 

more, you may fee the Apoftie fpeaks not of Afts o f 
^race in time, but of the eternal Decrees of God, in 
which rcfpeft we are to confider every link ot this 
golden Chain; it's Vocation decreed, and Juftification, 
and Glorification decreed, and each link refpedts ths 
iame individual Perfons, and all the links of this Chain 
l^ere fee together in theCounfel of God from Eternity ; 
»t is not faid he w i l l Call, and he wi l l Jtiftifie, and Glo. 
f'fi<^i but he.Called, and Juftified, and Glorified ; fo 
that i t w i l l by no means admit of fuch an Interpretati­
on as you have here given of i c ; there is no time for 
Ike Tr ia l of Mens Patience and Conftancy, nor is 
there any pofiibility that any fiiould fall from a Juftified 
State, there are no fuch Provifo's ia the Decrees c f 
God. 

Secondly, You have yet fomcthing more to offer from 
this T e x t : You f i y , that the Connexion here fet be­
tween Vocation, Jnflifiqation, and Glorification in re-
fpe f to f theE!ea,i5firm, and indiftbluble, for the Elea: 
1̂ " tirne arc called, are juf t i f ie j l ,^nd Ihall not fall away, 
but (hall fnrely be glorified.^ * . T 

Reply. This is fomcthing, the other was juft nothing; 
bere is a grant that the Eleft fiiall perfevere, and (hall be 
faved at laft,and there are no other that arc intended in 
the Text bucthe EleO: on ly ; but in my Jadgmenc this 
fecond Expofition does not harmonize with your firft-; 
there is q hint that a jaftified Perfon may not continue 
*n a jaftified State, and how a poffibility of f j l l ing, and 
^certainty of ftanding may both be gathered from the 
latne Tex t , wi th refpefl: to the fame fubjeds, I do not 
know. 

Secondly^ Though I like your Afiertion well , tbaj 
£ l e a iliall psrfevere, yet I do not like the grounci 

H 3 



€tnt\} mxMtmti* 
of i t , wiiich you fay is tliis, becaufe they were conf i j , 
red in the prcvifion of God, as pcrfeverinp; in Holingr" 
unto the end ; and i f s a Gontradifiion to fay, tbat thtl 
£liat perfevere (ha l l fd l away. ? 

Reply. God did not Eleft upon a forclight of what w 
would be, but to what we fliould be, Eph. 1.4. ^5 
hdih chofen us in him before the Foundation of the IVm Id, ^^^^ 
xtefhouldbe Holy, and without blame before him in Love .• 
hath chofen unto Holinefs, and to Perfevcrancc, both 
proved by the fame Text that is before us, ' 
he didfarekjotv, or fore acknowledge to be his, ( fo y ou . 
i t your f c l f ) he did predeflinate to be conformable tQ^^ 
Image of hit Son; which is, to Holinels, and Perfeveran J 
therein. Chrift hath fet us a Pattern of both, a Patt^t^ 
o f Piety, and Pcrfeverance therein, and they are abfo^ 
lutely decreed to be conformable to Chrift in both. 

Again, You fay. That all that are called, and reall« 
Converted, are not Elected, nor are they fo fecured K 
Grace that they fnall not fal l away; for they that havl 
a good Confcience may make Shipwrack of Faith, 
mo Hypocrite may be faid to have a good Confcience 
I Ti}n. 2. 19. * 

Reply. FtrJ}, I deny, that any but the Eled of QQJ 
are in time called, that is, brought truly to believe 
jefus Chrift , ( f o r that is the Call you intend.) Fira 
There is no Scripture to prove this. Secondly, The con! 
irary is to be proved by Scripture, Rom. 11,7. f j / ^ ^ ^ 
then ? Ifruel hath not obtained t hat which he fought after y 
the Eldlicn hath obtained, and the refl were blinded. Coij 
verfion is fo peculiarly the priviledge of the Eleft, thar 
f rom the one the other may be argued, i Theffl i 
Knowing, Brethren, beloved, your EMlion of God, for 
Gofpel came not unto you in Word only, but in Power 
I f the Gofpel powerfully W o r k to Converfion, il's an 
infallible mark of ElecTjion ; on the fame ground did Pe 

f t i le th^ Church he wrote to in his firft Epiftle E" 



left they were fuch as had obtained like precious Faith, 
and from thence he concludes them God's Elef t . iVe 

hid to make our Calling and our Eletiion fure, z Pet. 
10. but i f a Pcrfon may be elFeaually called that is 

not elefted, then is there no room to make oifr Eleaio.-i 
fure by our Calling. -

Secondly, I deny, that any of thofe that are Effectual­
ly called, fliall fall fhort ot Salvation, John 6. It's the 
Will of God, t hat.every one that feet h the Son, andbelieveth 
on him, jhould have Everlajling Life, Johns. i 6 . God Jo 
loved the World, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
Tthofoever believed on hfnt jhould not perifl}, but have Ever­
lajling Life. J . . , ' 

Thirdly, A good Confcience is not always to be nn-
dcrftood of a renewed Confcience, ASisz^. Paul de­
clares. That he had lived in all' good Confcience before God 
to that day ; he had been morally Juft, and Honeft, as 
well before his Gonverfion .as after ; be walked very 
cxaft as to the Letter of the Law ; touching the Lar9 
{hthhxiklf i^zlthy thzt he wasblamclefs. . _ 

Secondly, You fay, i f it were not polliblc for a righte­
ous Man to fall away and pcrifh, the Prophet would 
not have fuppofcd i t , as he doth: Ez.ck. i B: 26. and 
33- 12. 

Reply. I know not what ground you have to think, 
that the Piophct did fuppole any fud i thing, nor what; 
advantage,you will make of fuch inftanccs; either tns 
righteous here are fuch as are really righteous, or tney 
are net ; i f ihey are, they Ihdll nor turn from i t , they 
are fccnred by the Promifes of this Covenant, PJ^'-
9Z. 12. 21}e Ri<7hteo^ts (!iaIlJloiirip> I'kc the Palm-tree, they 
jliJlprow as the Cedar in Lebanon; they that be planted ui 
the Houfe of the Lord, they fl'all be fat and Jhuripng, thif 
Jliall Jlill bring forth fruit in Old Jge, to fhew that the L^^ 
is ufriiiht, a^id that there is no iinrighteoiifnefs in him. * 
i^ighceoufncfs of God ftands engaged to keep the r i g j : 

H 4 
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i i 6 c t u t i ) c u w t j t c a t e t j * 
"̂ cous in a flouriftiing and a perfevering State, Pfalm 
30,31 , and 37, 1 think it's a good rule not to mak 
tnat the Seal'e of one Text which is in i t felf dgrk^ 
that contradicts others that are clear ; but i f the rigi,* 
teous here are not really fuch, then i t makes nothing 
for you whether they Hand or fall . S 

Thirdly, You fay, that there are many Cautions 
ven to the faithful in Scripture, to take heed left thg' 
fhould fall away, and many Threats are denounced a 
gainfl; them in Cafe they do. 

Reply. All this I readily grant, and therefore Ihall no*, 
recice the Scriptures that you offer to prove i t : \ ^ 
lieve thcfe Cautions and Threats, to which I may'g^jj 
Promifes too, that are made to thofe that pcrfever 
;ire all good means to prevent falling away, and givg^^ 
to that end. 

Fourthly, You Qjiery, Whether thefe Scriptures 
where thefe Cautious and, Threats are, do not proy 
that the righteous may fall away ? ^ 

Reply. Firft, 1 deny th^t total and final backflidin? 
%vhere the Soul is truly gracious, is affcrced by any of 
thefe Scriptures, cither cxprcfl'/, or implicitly. 

Secondly, I would Qiiery, Whether there be no' 
fome of the Ekfi of God among thofe faithful onê  
that are thus warned to take heed, and threatned i ^ 
Cafe they fall away? you grant. Page 21. that th"̂  
Eied are in time called, and juflified, and fhall not fah 
away from God, but fljall furely be faved ; are not thef 
caution'd as well as others, and thrcatned in Cafe the^ 
fall away as well as others? Does the Scripture mai-^ 
any Dif t ina ion in this Cafe ? '̂̂ ^ 

Fifthly, You Qiicry, T o what end Cautions and 
Warnings are given to the Righteous, i f there be n 
f i l l i ng away, or Threatnings in Cafe they do, whe° 
there is no fuch thing? 

Jifpiy. .Firft, It is to thi5 end, that the Righteous 
Ihoij^ 



J t inn?" '^f ^ '^ '"y* ^"h^ end all thefe Cau-
J*^ r r ^ ' " ? ^ ^ ' ' " ' ' r ^ ' T ' ' ' theElea, as well as o-

Soul Z r ? 5 ^"deavour to prove, thaJ a fandlificd 
J ^ i i T i n l ^ T ^ ^ S'"'^' that is acme Be-
: / a^ay? ^̂ ^̂ ^ a fecure State that he fiiail not fall 

, ScconMy, By Principles of Grace infufed into him. 
J Thirdy By Afts ot Grace exerted by him. 

„i f ^ B y the Prayer of Chri f l for him. 
^'/-/^ A Believer is fecured by Aas of Grace with 

mendo""-: ' ""^ ^^^^ 'hat T i t l i 
J h/r[i\f"'''^ Believer is .n Eled Perfon : We may-go 
^ ^ i t h V i f f - ^ i ' " ' ™ . ' ' ^ Fourtain, we may argne from 
J the Effca to the Caule; Faich is that we L e ek-dted to, 

, r L' ^' "̂ ^ according to the foreknowledge of Cod the 
t'j; , unto the Obedience of the Blood offprinkHfi:': VVh;!t 
" ' j 'V/^^S*^"' '^^"'^ • whereby in Obedience to1he W i l l 
f l i , we apply the Blood of Chriih The Apoflle had 

f ° ° t "e r ground to ftiJe them tha in the firlt EpiflJc, 
# w^" r ^i^'^ ' ° fti^^ '^^"^ Believers in the fecond ; they 
,1 were luch as had obtained like precious Faith, which 
!';, IS called, 7 « , , . ji^ paith of Gods Eha; i t being 
" Peculiar unto them. The Elcft obtained this Faith, as 

^̂ ''̂ ^ other Bleffings of tjie New Covenant, Rom. 
i J.I-7- ^^"d the reji were blinded: I t was upon their Ee-
H ' l iv ing that the Apoflle concluded the Thcjfdomans 
f £lj^ of God, I Epift. I . 4. That there is Security 
( ^y this A a of Grace is granted by your felf , P^gf^ 

,1! from 
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f rom Rom. 8. 30. that the Eled lhall not fall away, ' ; 
lhall certainly obtain Salvation. . 

Secondly, Every Believer is a Child o f God, G., 4 
5 26. Te are all the Children of God by Faith i„ j^J' 
c'hrift, John I . 12. 7b as^any as believed on him, to thel ^1 
he ^ave Power to become the Sons of God. I^i 

Secondly, Thofe that are once the Children of , f 
are for ever bis Children : The Servant abtdeth not in tif' > 
jioiife for ever., but the Son abtdeth ever, John 8. . - p ' 
Wherefore thou art no more a Servant, but a Son ¥ 
Gal. 4. i- I J"''" 3. 2. Beloved, now are we the Sons of f ! 
Cod ; but it does not appear what we pall be, but when hi f 
flidlappear, we pall be Itkf him, for we fliall fee him , U 
U. Thofe that are at prefent the Children of GQ Ĵ '' 
l l iall be greatly advanced when Chrifl: fhall conae 
they are at prefent Heirs of God, and joynt Heirs-tB,^l 
Chrifl, and then they fhall be put into the f u l l enjoy> 
ment of him, 14-2, 3- ^'' 

Thirdly, Every Believer is one wi th Jefus Chrift 
and once united to Chrift and for ever. Firf, ^^^^ 
ry Believer is one with Jefus Chri l l ; this appears in 
that Faith is the Fruit of the Vine, the Reliever is the 
Branch: Gh r i f t is the Vine, the Branch can't bear this 
Fruit o f i t felf, unlefs i t be in the Vine; Without 
you can do nothing, faith Chri l t , or fevered from 
f o the Margcnt reads i t , John 15. 5. Though Union 
with Chr i f t , antecedent unto Faith, be denied by fom? 
I know none that do deny Believers to be one with' 
Chrift. Secondly, Once-in Chrift and for ever; ^ 
Bone of him pall not be broken; not only of his natural 
}3ody, but of his Myftical Body alfo, John 6. •^'^.j 
came dcwn from Heaven, not to do my own Will, but the 
Will of him that fent me, and this is the Will of him that 

fent me, 'that of all tt^ftt he hath-givcn me J fiould loofg 'J 
sot king. ' ijif 

If 
'9 
01' 
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Fourthly^ Every Believer is juftif ied; ABs 1^.59' Ry 
jF him all that believe are juftifiedfrom all things, which they 
J coddnotbe jujlifiedfrom by the Law ofMofes: Juftificatioa 

G'''confifts ot two parts, there is a dilcharge trom Guil t , 
il**: and a T i t l e to Life and Glory ; both thefe are the p r i -

viledges of Believers. 
,( Firfi, A Uifcharge from Guilt , and that from a l l . 

Jit"', paft, prefent, and to come, Heb. l o . 14.. By one offer-
tng he hath for ever feffeEied them that are fanSltfied: 
That a Believer is fana:ified, none can deny; take fan-

Ijiitj ttification for *a feparation, or take i t properly, that 
,,!)(•'perfedion here is to be underftood of the pardon of 
'|,/' fin, is granted by your felf , and the word for ever fliews 
-ji(i'|ihat ic is all fin, paft, prefent, and to come, fo that 
J (I here is nothing left to damn. God damns none but 

for fin, nor will he damn any whofe fins arc all par-
J / . doned 
fijll'' Secondly, Juftification confifts in a Ti t le to Life and 

J Glory, Rom. 5. 18. and this is a Believers privilcdge 
,^ij^''[too, John ^.16. Whofoever believetk [l)all not perifh, but: 

I have everlajling life. W ' _ -
sff •,( Secondly, A Believer is fecured by principles of 
^̂ ,c(' Grace infufed into him, i John-^.^. fie that is born 

of God doth not commit fin, neither can he, becaufeheis 
'vi ^'^''"'^f^od, his feed remaineth in him: The leed of Grace 
^ / / j is of an immortal nature, i t never dies away, John 
I'h'ni 4; Whofoever Jluill drink of the Water that I [hall give 
W ^.'"^1 ^tjhallbe in himawcllof water fpringing up to everlafi-
oflC ingltfe, and he jhaH never thirjl that fs, he fhali never 

dye for th i r f t , for there is a well of water in him, and 
5 flS, It s a fpringing well , and ihali remain fo , t i l l the Soul is 
^,4 made perfcdily happy. 
.J>^, Thirdly, Every Believer is fecured by acls of Grace 
Kjli ^^^^rted by him ; there is not one Believer but is built 
/ upon a rock, he bottoms on Chrift , or he is not a Bs-

!!«:ver ^ . a^ i being founded there, he is fecure: Vpon 
• • thii 



J 2 0 C r t f t ^ ^!lim^)tcateu. 
this rock.rviS I build my Church, md the Gates of f j 
Pall not prevail againft it. Mat. i6. The Houfethat 
built upon a rock^ftood ; when the wind blew, and the {h^J 
arofe, and the rain fell, the boufefell not, forit was fiulf -f 
ed upon a rock: Chrift hath proojifcd that the Gates r 
Hell lhall not prevail againft i t , and i f all the W\ 
ers of Hell can't remove him from the rock, \vk 
can ? a Believer hath taken hold of him who is thl\f\i 
anchor within the vail., both fure and ftedfafi, Heb. 5. 
A Believer lies at Anchor as i t were, and there he is fg 
cure ; whatever l lorm may come, he fhall never make 
fiiipwrack of Faith and a good Confcience. But 
wil l fay, may not the Cable break. Faith be loft 
the Soul fhipwracktatlaft ? I anfwer, no, there is 
double Cable, as the Soul apprehends Ghrift by Faith^ 
fo Chrift apprehends or comprehends the Soul by 
f p i r i t , Phil. 3. 12. Chrift w i l l not let go the SQU)^ 
and fo long the Soul cannot let go Jefus Ghrift /y' 
IS l^cft by the power of God through faith to SahatioJ 
I Pet. I . 5. God does not keep the Soul that keens 

i t fclf in the faith, but he keeps the Soul of a Belie, 
ver through faith ; fo that he fhall certainly Re', 
ceive the end of his faith, even the falvation of his Soul' 
verfe 9. , ' 

Fourthly, A Believer is fecured by gracious'promi> 
fes given to him : To us are given exceeding great and 
precious promifes, 2 Pet. 1. 4. Now the promifes that 
arc given t o n Believer I fnall rank under three Heads -
Firft, Promifes of Security againft Sin and Satan" 
Secondly, Ofperfcverance in Grace here : And, Th'irJl ' 
Of Glory hereafter. 

Firft, He hath the promife of fecurity againft fin 
Rom. 6. 14. Sin pall not have dominion over you, for you are 
not under the Law but under Grace: Not under the Law as 
a Covenant o f Works,but under Grace, or the Covenant 
of Grace ; fin may rage, but i t (hall not reign ; i t may 

affaulr. 
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J afTault, but i t {hall not overcome i t may captivate, 

i'." |̂bat i t (hall not fubjedl i t may wound, but i t ftiall 
/̂M not kill ; the power of lin is broke, ( that is, t hek i l -

power) ia our deliverance Irom the L a w : The 
rtngth of fin is the Lm; but a Believer hath victory 

over i t through Chrif t . 
jty Secondly, He hath the promifc of fecurity from S î-

I tan, Mat. 16. 18. Vpon this Roik^ill I btiild my Church, 
and the gates of Hell jhall not prevailftgainfi.it. 

^^^\ Secondly, A Believer has promifes o f perfcvcrance 
here, Jer. 17.7, 8. Bhfjhd is the man who trufieib if? thee,ai<.d 
"t^hofe hope the Lordis: He fjallbe li!^ a tree planted by the ri-
''•'Crs of reater, that fendeth forth his roots by the jtreams^ 

[jti ke fhall not know when heat cometh, neither .be careful in 
the year'of drought, his leaf fl}all be green, and he pa J 

jjjif' not ceafe to yield his frutt: Pfai. 12,5. t . They that truft 
jjl in the Lord jhallbg as Mount Sion, that never canbcremc 

ved: As the mountains arc roundabout Jerufalem, foistke 
,, i i ' Lord round about them that fear him, from hmceforth even 
'J forever. He that cometh unto me jhall never hunger, and ke 

that helievcthin me pall never thirfi. Job 6. 35. He fhall 
J i never riye for hunger, nor for thidt : A<fy (hcep hear my 

voice, and they follow me, and I give to them, eternal life, 
and they fludl never perifh, neither, pall any man pluck, them 

' out of my hand) ; my Father that gave them me is greater 
J,/ than all, and none pall plui,k them out of my fathers hands, 
y John 10. 27. Thefe promifes, and many more that I 
i t j could offer, are all abfolutc, and every Believer has an 
lif intcrell in them. , . 
53!' Thirdly, A Believer has promifes of Glory hercaiccr, 
/,if'? John 3.16. That whofoever belteveth fiiould not pertfli, bi^t 

have everlaliing life.- Mark 16. \6. He that belteveth ar.d ts 
If I bapttx.edfhMbe fivtd.- John 6. 40. And this is my ^'^f^"' 
A wdl, that whofo feeth the Son, andbelieveth on hm.pani^ 
f , hitve everhifUnt^ life. ' r nf 
/ Fourthly, Believers have fecurity by the P^^^y^fjj^j-
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Chrifi: for them, John 17. He prayed for them th W 
did believe, and chem that ihoald believe. Firfi^ Th S V 
God would keep them in^the W o r l d , from the'evil of u(i; 

it 
'Ci 

hearefi me always. I hope by all this I have put thc'h! 

the Wor ld . Secondly, That they might be with bin! 
where he is, to behold his Glory. Chrifl: never praveH -. ^ 
but God heard him, John 11. 42. And I know that tho ^r' 
hearefi me always. I hope by all this I have put the bu" 
finefs of the perfeverance of every true Believer beyonrt" 
difpute, and have hereby ftrengchened my Argunnent^ 
to prove that the Covenant of Grace cannot be bro 
ken by the Sabji-ds thereof. 

Fifthly, You fay, you brought John^.^(,, zThef 
1.8, 9. Heh. 2.1,3' Heb. 10. 28, 29. to prove th 
the Covenant of Grace might be broken, and thatT 
threatens a curfe for the breach of i t . • 

Reply. The firft three of thefs Texts fpeaks of fin 1 
Unbelievers, thefe I deny tobetheSubjeiis of the Q , 
venant of Grace; They ve e none of Chrift^s jhtcp, fQ^''- \ 
they had, they flioitld have heard Chrifh •voice, and i, ''̂  ' 

followed him^ John 10.27,28. And if they were none "f 
Chrifls, they were none of Abrahams feed, and fo not he 
according to the promife. j >:>'' ••• 

Sixthly, You fay, I ask you how thefe can be lookt nn 
as the Subjects of the Covenant of Grace, that fli-li \ 
condemned for difobeying the Gofpel ? And vou^ma 
ask mcagsin, how they fliall be condemned for d i f ? 
beying the Gofpel that are no ways under i t > 

Reply. I do not know, neither do fbelieve that" fnrU 
as never heard of the Gofpcl fliall be condemned for th 
breach of i t ; but it's one thing to be under the com 
mands o f the Gofpel, and-another thing to be intereftpH 
in the Covenant of Grac?. Such as are none o f Chrin * 
may be under Gofpd-Lnws, but there are none b^^ 
Chrift's that have an inCercfl: in that Covenant n , 
3. 29. You fay your felf , Book the Second, p' , 1 
ihat the jews were Aliens as well as others, Uii tiley 

l>elkv^ 



beVieved, and yet they were certainly under Gofpel-
jjfJjLaws before they did believe, y/flvz-sS. The fagans 

, were under Gofpel-Gommands, when the Go-
t Was preached to them, though they never did 

("'̂ jiF'̂ b̂tacc i t ; and wil l you fay that fuch as never em-
tlrJ.^^^ the Gofpel had an intereft in the Covenant o f 
AGrace? 
4% . ^evcmhly.^ Yoa query. How they may have Salva-
"*Uon offered to them by the Gofpel-Covenant, that 
I'jffnavc no intcrelUn the Gofpel-Covenant? 
' J' Kcfly. Here again I muft tell you^it's one thing to have 
" ,^3lvation offered, and another thing to have an i n -
, ! tereft in the Covenant, What I have already faid con-
^ ficerning the Precepts, i may here fay concerning the 
ihjProroifes, the Jews that did.not embrace the W o r d , 

A , 'be offer as well as-thofe that d id , JBsx.^^. 
^^jfAnd yet it's acknowledged by your felf , that they were 

aliens as well as others, and not to be lookt on as inte-
[• 'refted in the Covenant o{ Grace, t i l l they did believe, 

fo were the Pagans to whom the Gofpel was prcach-
^^/cd, and yet they had the offer of the promife as well as . 
''•J 5'̂ bcrs, and in the offer of the promife there is the of-

fer of Salvation. 
. J Again, You tell mc, page 60. That the promife was 
y offered to the Jews, bvic they had no aflual right to i t , 
, f , t i l l they believed and were converted ; and what now 

|.V/i'multaperfon be lookt on as having an intereil in the 
? Covenant, thac has no aftual right to the promife ? 
if Eighly, You fay, my Reply to Heb. 10. 2. 8. 29. is, 
[' that fu t i i as were f^iid to be fanftified by the blood of tlse 

I Covenant, were fuch as were fo in appearance only, and 
not reallyii ich; this Anfwer yoa fay doth not agree 

1 vyith the T e x t ; where arc Hypocrites or bare Prolcf-
J. lors faid to be fanaified by the blood of Chrifl; ? 
^/ , Reply, I have told you already, and you took no no-
,/f t i c c o f i t , why would you know it again ? Ho ld yoa 
jii • the 
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the Churches were frequently ftyled Saints, thon.L f'i 
there were Hypocrites among them, and I do not kn ̂  c''' 
upon wiiat ground they were fo Ityied, nor yet uh^if^' 
what ground any may be fo ftyled, but upon their n li 
ttllion i, we cannot judge the Hearts of any ; the AnoiH^'' /< 
ftyied the Churches Saints, i Cor. i . 2. To them 'thnt 
fanaifitd in Chrifi Jefiis, called to de Saintsthis Was''-'''''f̂ t̂ ' 
the judgment ol Charity, not in the judgment onnfoi"^ i > 
libilicy. . / ' " i ^ i i ' 

Secondly, You fay, this Text wi l l agree well enou K 
with that in Phil. 1.6. and that it's true. That G^J 
that hath kgm a good work-in us will not ceafe to Ptrf^rt 
it ; provided we perfevere to make a good ufe of (, 
Grace; and it's as true, if we neglecil our du:y^ g ^ 
abufe his Grace, we may fall irom our fatn^jijgj j ^ f 
State. f i j 

Reply. Thefe Provifo's are not in the Text , thev r 
are put in by your felf, nor can you give me one Tevr fS ' 
to prove them ; and as for the perfevcrance of the Sain^ R 
1 have fulUciendy proved i t already, and need fayno'H''"' 
more. " 

Ninthly, You fay, i f forfHalProfellbrs may tranfgrefe 
the Commands of the Gofpel, then they muft needs U 
under the preceptive part of the Covenant of Grace, fo 
the Commands of the Gofpel area part, thereof as wel] 
as the PrOiTiifes. ' ' f ; 

n 

Reply. Firfi, I f fuch as are under Gofpel-Precepts are f 
fubjsfts of the Covenant of Grace, then T as I faid jj ̂  [/A 
fore ) Jews and Pagans io whom the Gofpcl was pteacr W 
ed ( though they never came to make a profcffiJ" M 
thereof) were the fubjcds of the Covenant, ai,d thi 
your own principles will not allow. * ' 

Secondly, i f GoQ^el^'Prccepts be a part of the Gov ''̂ ' 1 
niintof Grace, why did you leave them out in the dp" ' / i 
Icription you gave o f the Covenant, page Im/iT 
merciful to their unrightcoitjnef^ and theirfm and iniqidtkt ' 

Wilt 



^tRl remember m more: This ( you fay ) is the fubflancci 
h' [ ? . Covenant of Grace ; here are no Precepts, there-
jf'', l?''^ ' t feeras they are no part of the fubftance of the 

Covenant. 
n •^^'''^h't I would query. How i t appears that Gofpel 

f,f Precepts are a part of the Covenant as well as the Pro-
,1**̂^ mifes? Youdonotfindany of them mentioned, where 
A the Covenant is mofl clearly treated of, asCfw. i?;?-

f Jcr. 31.33, ^4. nor any where elfe, nor have you offer-
^d any Scripture to prove i t . 

jt(' Fourthly, I deny that any have an'lntereft in the Co-
venant of Grace, that have no interell in the Promifes. 

i.j,/ Fifthly, I w i l l give you nly thoughts of the Cove-
<l'l̂ ,'l nanc of Grace, and then leave you to jadgeof i t : It 's 
lij j, a mutual corapaft between the Father and the Son, 
• y for the Redemption and Salvation of a certain nunv 
' / ber of Mankind, wherein Chrifb hath engaged to per-

^ form fuch Conditions as the Father propofed, and the 
ĉ  l ' Father again engaged himfelf by many promifes on his 
^hi part, fome of which were peculiar to the Son, others 
I', (1 made to the Son for thofe for whom the Son undertook j 

the latter o f which were all free, with refpeit to the 
J fubjedts, upon which account it's called the Covenant 

( y of Grace, and 1 doubt not to prove every part of this 
' " j , defcription, i f neceffity required i t . 
p Tcnthly, You fay, that while God waited for Mens 

Converfion, and allowed them fufficient Grace, they 
p[5! were in a Capacity to repent, and i f they had truly 
. y repented, they fhould have obtained mercy, and con-
\J fequently then they had an intereft in the Covenant 
y of Grace. 
^ j l Reply. 1 do net know what you mean by this allow-

aiice of Grace to capacitate men to repent: If you mean 
the firfl degree of Grace, or that which is called the ha-
bit, or principle of Grace, which is infufed in the woric 
Of Regeneration, which alone can make men cijpao^jv. 

J: 
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of Repentance, I grant, that fuch have an intereft in jj 
the Covenant of Grace: True Repentance is a f ru i t of h 
intereft, not the caufe ; but what is this to thofe that ii 
live ancl dye impenitently, whatever Gofpel-means they 7 
live under ? 

Eleventhly, You fay, that if i t be granted to me, that T 
none but fuch as are born of God, are the fubjefts of 
the Covenant ofGrace, then 1 w i l l prove, that fuch as 
are born of God can't poffibly fall away, and yet the 
Text that I filledge will hardly do i t . 

Rcvly. Firl?, I dcfire no fuch grant of you, nor w i l l I 
accept i t ; I fay that all the eledt of God are the fubjefts 
thereof, and their new-birth is a f ru i t of their intereft 
they are born by promife. Gal. 4, 28. IVe Brethren, ^] 
Ifaac was, are the Children of the Promife. 

Secondly, I f 1 prove, that thofe that are born of God 
can't fall away, though i t be with hardfhip, yet i f i t be 
done, it's well enough. You confefs, that the Text \ \ 
bring, 1 John ^.9. proves that a regenerate man, whil(t 
hc remains fo , wil l not commit wi l fu l deliberate fins, 
or allow birafelf in a courfe of fin, becaufe fuch finning is 
irreconcilable with a regenerate itate. 

Reply. I thank you for allowing my Expofition thus 
f j r , and I hope you w i l l allow i t farther, yet, 1 fup. 
pdfc yon will grant me this alfo, that fins not allow, 
ed will not caufe him to degenerate again j for i f 
they fliould, then none would remain in a regenerate 
llatc, becaufc there is no man living that finncth not 
though not with the-full confent of the w i l l , Rom. 7. f f 
I do that which I allow not, then I confent to the Law, that 
it is good: So that it's no more I that do it, but fin that 
dwel'lcth in me. . „ ' 

But you fay, this Text doth argue an impoffibili. ' 
ty for a regenerate man to commit deliberate fins. 

Reply. Firfl, I hope it's impoffible for him to com­
mit deliberate fins While he remains regenerate, this 

you 
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C'd y o S i T l f ^^^"^ "^"^^^^ ^•''̂  i"confiflent w i t h ' 
'? ' lable wi.h ° ' ' h ^ ' "̂"̂ h ^""'"8 »̂  h-reconci-

to a.ir regenerate ftate, and now give me Jcavc 
rate ^ regenerate man may become deg'ene-

*' dHh-.!^l^"^ of Commiffion wil l not 
IV in i , l r '•^Senerate ftate, for he can't allow himfclf 
& s L i i / I j i l ' ^^'°wed of cannot do i t . 
? ( flatr. ^ ' W o r l d neither by its froivns nor by its 

)f I John 5.4 . r W / y , The Devil can't do 
# i inch J '^f " / ^ " ^ ^^'^/'"^ ''•''"'f'^^i that 

h i ' ^ ' " 7 ° ' ^ ^ t ^ ^ ^ ^ / ' « « < > ^ i J o h n s . i 8 . I t remiinsthen, 
i / m.n r K ° f " " l i f i ' a " " " l e a regenerate 

b 'drHK ' ' ' ' ' ^ ' ' 2 ' " = ' ^ ' ^ ' and here again, they muft 
for i f l h u^^' w»l*^"l"neglttfs of known Gofpel-duties 5 
Inf i rL- ^ i ' ^ ' ""''^''^"*^^''buy through Weaknefs and 
a S ' / ' / S ' ^ ' J ^ " * ° ^ L ' S h t and Knowledge, pr front 

f m7n r ' K ^ " ' ^ ° ^ Ihould caufe a regenerate 
P.n^..?^ a'"^ degenerate, none would remain in a re-

^ f ' h ^ ' ^ Omilfions in the beft 
W rLZ X F.^nimiffions. For, Firji, His ibcd re-

inameth m him, the Principles of Grace that are in-
( uuea in the W o r k of Regeration are of an immornil 

natur? 5 this feed remaining in him, he cannot fin cither 
:t) jlt ny omillionor coramiffion, that is, with fullconl'enc and 
o'l^i allowance. Secondly, Where there is Lile there w i l l 

oe motion, fomc breathing, tho'weak breathing ; John 
[b ^' ^fhofo drinketh of the water that I jhdl give hiifi, 

1) ^i f''''''' ^" 't wcllofiVater, fpringin^ m to everlafiinli 
i i j • Such have the Spirit of God fent for th 
J j-hcir Hearts, Gal. 4.. 5. Becaiifcye are Sou!, God 

' J?// •^"''̂ ^ yj'''^/> of his Son tnto your hearts, crying 
/ ITH ' P'^ther-, the Spirit puts the Soul upon duty^ 

"nd helps in duty We know not what to pray 'for aswc 
'•^i °J%ht, but the fpirit helpcth our infirmities, Rom. 8. the 

il| ^'P«ric of God caafeth the Soul to walk in bis ftatutes. 
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and to obferve his judgments, and do them. Fourthl 
When God hath lent forth the Spirit into the heart j ' ' ' ' 
fhall remain there, Jofcw 14- 15- And I will pray the Father • ^^1 
and he fhallgiveyou another Comforter, that he may ^(,1/ ' 
with you for ever I even the [pint of truth, ^^om the ^r^^i^ 
•cannot receive, becaufe it knoweth him not; but yeknoxot,i,S' 
for he fhall be inyou, and abide with you: By all this i t ar,' . j ' 
pears, that a pcrfononcc regenerate is for ever regene"" V 
rate. The other Scripture, John i o. 28. that I brought ' V 
to prove that a regenerate foul can't fal l away gnain / 
you fay, doth evidently fuppofeour compliance with ifi''' 
his Grace. jf J, 

Reply. Hath Ghrilt undertaken to make US compliant W 
or hath he not? i f not, then are we under an impofnbi'I'lL 
l i t y , for we can neither w i l l nor do of our felves''^^ 
Chrift hath faid. Without me ye can do nothing, John t / 4 
5. If he hath, then are we ftill In a fafe ftate; g^ ' ^\ 
that he hath is evident, Pfal. n o . 3. Thy people Jhali b ^^"p! 
wiliingin the day of thy power. . ' * 

Secondly, Chrift hath here promifed to give them 
eternal l ife, that they fhall never perifh; thisis cnoupu V 
to prove their perfevering ftate : I f they lhall com 
lafe to the end of their way, then fhall they hold ou^ ^'V 
in their way to i h j end A ' j he that endures to.the erd /I' 
jhall be faved ; bat thefe fiiall befaved, therefore the 
Hiall endure to the end. ^ 

Thirdly, Chrift hath promifed, that no man fhali 
ever pluck them out of his hands; he hath aflijred u W 
that his Father IS greater than all, and that none /haii V 
ever be able to pluck them out of his Father's hand- ne h^-
ther Men, nor Devils, fiiall ever be able to nluck'rhf^" ' 1 * i i-h^ T^naiPr- rtf n.„,i :„ . . J . . . 1' '•"em .r, thence ; the power of God is engaged to keep them V 
and that power muft needs be fufficient, for it's om '^'if 
nipotent, Rom. I 4 . 4- Who art thou that judtrefl anothe' 
mansJervant, to his Own mafier he (iandeth orfalUth vc *" ll' 
he jhall be upheld, for Cod is able to make him fiand.: The ^ 

• Apoftle 



• Apoftle could not argue barely from the power of God» 
that he fliould be upheld,( though his power is omnipo­
tent ) unlefs i t were engaged to uphold. 

Secondly,Yow fay,that God doth enable us to perfevere 
with fuch a power as is able to perfwade, but doth not 
necellltate us to be good. 

Reply. Firft, I f this power be able to perfwadc, it's 
well enough, then we ihali be good, i f we are not, this 
power is not able to perfwade ns. 

Secondly, Though God does not neceffitate us to be 
good whether we w i l l o r no, yet the wil l bcingchanged, 
and the Soul principled unto good, the Adions will be 
good. Mat. 12. 3 5. A good man out of the good treafure 
of his heart bringeth forth goodthinvs: And Tuch are the 
fubiedts o f this promife. 

Thirdly, You fay, the great Qiieftion is. Whether 
we may not through our own dclault feparate our fclves 
f rom Jefus Chrift ? 

Reply. Though you call this the great Qiicflion, yet 
i t feems to me there is no room for fuch a queftion in 
the T e x t ; is not the power of the Son, and of the Fa­
ther, that ftands engaged to keep ns, fufficient to pre­
vent fuch a Departure from Chrift ? 

Secondly, I f i t be the will of the Father that o f all thofc 
that he hath given him he ftiould loofe nothmg, then 
we can't feparate our felves from Chr i f t ; Buttt uthe 

\ ^ill of the Father, that of all that he hath gtvcn htm he 
finuld loofe «otW;7(r 1 therefore we can't feparate our 
felves from Chrif t . I f flicep bs lof t , it's the fame thmg, 
to the owner o f them, whether i t be by takmgaway, 
orftraying away, wil l the Shepherd be lels blamelels i t 
the flieep ftray away and be lo f t , then he would be 
i f they were ftolen away ? I wonder what kind of Shep­
herd you would make of Jefus Chrif t , that has a charge 
from the Father to keep his Iheep, fo that noncol tbera 

lof t , and yet that he ftiould take no more care, but 
I 2 foltef 
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faffer them to ftray away and perifti, to get out of hk 
hands and be gone, when he mult needs fee the going 
them. Was Ghrift fo tender as to come down fron. 
Heaven to Earth to feek them out, when they j ^ j j j 
io l i themfelves ? Was he fo ready to do the wi l l of j^-J 
Father, That he canie dmn from Heaven not to do 
own will, OM the wUl of him that fent him, and will he 
now regard them no more, nor the w i l l of the Pa 
ther any more, but fulFer them to wander, to ftrgC 
away, and be lof t again < How wil l the Lord take thi, 
at the hands of Chrilt ? W i l l he not require his florif 
acthehanJsofhislhepherd? See what the Lord fai^u 
to the Shepherds, Euk^ 34> 4- he brings a charE 
againft them, Becaufe they had not bfought again th 
which was driven away, nor fought out that which jJ"^ 
loft, vcrfc lo . Hs tells them plainly, he wil l requ;'^'' 
£iic flock at their hands: He who was fo faithful 
his Engagement as to bring them into his fold win 
not be lefs faithful to keep them there when broagh 
in. And this may be faid alfo for the fheep, that wheiJ 
once they know their Shepherds voice. They will fa 
loivhim ; aftranger they will not follow, for they know „" 
the voice of a ftr auger, John lo. 1 gave yon i John 2,,°^ 
alfo to prove that fuch as do fall finally and totally" a^' 
none of Chrift's ; They are gone out from us, hut they u,/^ 
not all of its; if they had been of us, they would no doJ' 
have continued with us ; their total an'd final Apoft 
made it manifeft that they were not all of us: But wh^ 
were they, i f they were not of us? ' 

lAhfwer , the Sons of/-i^i^^r, notof^^r^'fe: thc<5n 
of the Bond-woman, not ol the Free. There arp K 
ihefe two that are Mothers of Children, and the A 
ll-lc'tclls us, Gal.^. 2^., That thefe things are an alkf^: 
android forth uje two Covenants; that is, the Coven2* 
of Works and the Covenant ofGrace. Final Apoftat - . v îuvK.. riuai^^HQ 
tiien are not the S^ojeils q f the Covenant of G 
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that Covenant fecures the Subjefts thereof, that they 
mail not depart f rom God, Jer. 32.40. but this you 
pafs'd without a reply j f o that my Argument ftands good, 
tiiat the Covenant of Grace cannot be broken by the fub -
icdts thereof, and that it's a good note to dtftinguilh ic 
from that Covenant into which the Natural Seed were 
taken, confidered as fuch, which was a Covenant thac 
might be broken. Gen. 17. and which was bro­
ken by the Subjgds thereof, Jer. 31.32. 

S E C T . V I I . 

TH E Second Difference yon fay I make between 
thefe two Covenants is this, that Covenant in­

to which the Jews entred with their feed was conditio-' 
nal, the Covenant of Grace is abfolutc ; and wheresis 
you proved that the Covenant of Grace is conditional, 
I make feveral exceptions againft i t . You fay my firit 
Exception is this, i f ic be a free Covenant, then ic is 
not conditional; i f i t be conditional, then ic ic not 
free; i f i t be of Grace, then i t is not of V/orks, other-
wife Grace is no more Grace ; i f i t be of Works, then 

if ' i i t is not of Grace, otherwife W o r k is no more Work ; 
t^y that unlefs the nature of thefe two are changed, they 

can't ftand together in the bufinefs of Salvation; "t'stnc 
'in nature of Grace to give freely, and the nature ot Wonts 
L to receive as a Debt ; that is, when Works arc per-

^^armedlas Conditions. T o this you fay, that Works al> 
" folutely perfeft, or done with a conceit cf merit, are in-

j confiftenc with Grace. , .n- n.- f 
li Reply. The Apoftle makes no fuch diftmdlion ot 
,J Works, but fhews the inconfiftcncy ot Works and 
\ Grace in point of Juftification, and that is the point 
'J that is contended about in this Epiftle, granted by your 

f<^Jf; now the Apoftlc doth here difclaim works under 
L any conlideration whatfosvcr, as having no-hand in i t , 

' I 4 «^ 


