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\ Lo the Right Worfhipful and
' my  ever Honoured  Good
-« Friend, Sir THOMA S
#. FOSTER Kuight: One
| of His' Majefties Fuftices of

the Peace for the (ounty.of
- Middlefex and Surrey:

| R Right Worﬂ:ipful.

R; Nthankfulnefs is not only a fis, but it
. R is ranked amongt tholc Capital fins,
that ate figns of the /aff times;; and
4  hath. a general mark in the holy
i Scriptures , not barely to debafe (hriftians
below. Heathens but indeed below  bruif
,4 Beafts ; for the Ox ackyowledgeth his Owner,
f& endthe Af; his eMafters ('ri&.L
This Confideralion , with many more,
Commands me to enquire into the cruth, and |
- Breatnefs of my. Debe 1o your, werfbip, whofe
~ Patt Favouys Tcan mention, butnever Reguites
! Yerby Gods grace and help, will ever remems
} ber, and ackpowledge , where ever Occafion
3 ferves, 1o the day of . my.death, o o f Lo
. And becaufe your Faithful, Unmeritted,
© and every way dnrequited Kindnels may live

- A s whe;m




The Epistle Dedicatory.

when Tam gone; nat only o induce others
to fuch Compailionare A&s of Mercy, in time 1

of Extremity ; but that my Children alfo may
have an honourable remembrance of Your
Name and Deeds to their poor onre languifh-
ing Father, whileburied alive in_the worft of
Englifly Prifons, that they may ftall read over,
what both their Father underwent, and your
Worfhiprelicved from, when others, fufhi-
ciently obliged, did decline ; while your felf
neither accepting Common Acknowledge-
ment, nor regarding the ftrength of Oppofiti-
on, or other Refle@ions of being fo much con-
cerned for one wholy a firanger to your felfe,
and under names of Consempt or Eanatici/me.
Yet in unwearied Indeavours after once you
took ‘the ta.k in hand, were fo far from
declining, that in conjun&ion with zhis noble
Principle, fure God yaifed yos up 1o regard the
diftrefs of a ftranger, and his poor wife and
feveral fmall children : which Principle ftill
«carried you through thofg many cppofitions
that befell vou: yétlikearefolved Warriour,
did attempt all Indeayours for a thorow Con-

queft of what you had once-begun. And now, ',

X

" Dear Sir, pardon my boldnefs, and pleafe |
to-give me leave at'this time to remember you,

of what in'duty to God, I ought never to for.
gets namely, in Auguft 1661 Y was feized by
, @ Warrant from the then Secretary of State,
aud committed clofe Prifonce to the Gaze:

Honfe
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‘ The Epistle Dedicatory.
o gg"{" Prifon, upon Suggeftion of Printinga
_w& lmo k entituled, The year of Prodigies : thoughl
10"4 buf.‘:’dnm_ who Printed it. ThereI was truly
.{ 1 "P: alive , it being a Prifon famons for
o fc}l’feﬁ om of poor Prifoners, as many befidesmy
i E’m notorioufly witnefs ; for as foonas [
Iy,pwh i l;;)ug_ht thither, a Stern Goaler locked me
Ml ot nd faid, Imuft not fee,nor have the liberty
i withny of Relations or acquaintanceto wifit me
i s out {pecial Order from the Secretary firft
e 0nc“'“°d~ Thislooked like Cold entrance, tO
Poﬁtr (tbo:]":CqUamtcd with fuch a Condition
it B ‘tg 1 then deferved worfe at Gods bands)
W o bcu to a tittls, this and much more 1 foun
Wf’ ]ockc::; m’l? performed as promifed, for I was
M Chair up in a Room, wherel neither had
W 1 nor Stool to reft on, and yet ten Shil-
ings the week 3
,,pﬂf had be cek muft be the price: and erc I
i Gn een.cggbc_fc three nights, feven Pounds and
Fees's th ‘”!“gs was demaaded for prefent
;ﬂ‘" from :w at 1s tofay, five Pounds to free me
I trance W‘"Zg Zronsg ten Shillings for my En-
five Shmc.c Lodging five Shillings my Sheets,
¢ Key FCCS“gS Garnifh mony,the reft for Turn-
0% - their Cu&’of‘c' fdefired; bCir}g a ftranger to
c*“ of it ; e, a few dayes time to confider

Ik which was granted : In which fzafon,

i tr]éa:]‘;lic.happincfs, late at night, or carly in
;ﬂ Pl raing, to ftand up upon a high Table
l)y wil){ r;:me earto thefide R oof OfEhCRoom:
f’! ‘ SR through the affe@ionateen-

dea-




- Birthiright,  And when Proyifion was fent

~7he Epifile Dedicatory. :
deavours of aworthy Prifonery and his wor-
thy Companions. clofe Prifoners allo, (that_j;‘
muft, to lend me any converfe, lic all along
upon the ground, and call at fome Crevifey but

' ‘bleffed be God, they were, from fence of
what they did undergoe, befet with fuch Siz-
parhy towards me, that @ill I bad their ear in
fuch a manner, and at fuch feafons,) ‘whom'l
acquainxed with the Keepers Demands, defi-
ving to know what Juft Cuftome did require’:
from whom ( as after the fame was confirmed
by the then Secrerary;) That it wasnot War-
rantable, by any known Law of England, to
‘require five pounds to buy off wearing Jroms:
Upon which, Tgave this anfwer ; T did not
nderftand any juft caufe [ had given for fo fe-
verc an Imprifonment, much lefs to pay fuch
Fees ; for which Iwas neither able nor wil-
ling. Upon which, many Cruel Indeavours
‘were ufed, to exa& a Confent from me, and
my affliited wife not fuffered to fpeak with me
butin the prefence of the ¥eeper, and aftera
chargeable Order for fo much Priviledge firft
obrained : Nay ‘many times Orders denyed
again and again for my Friends admittanceto .
me ; and my Window Cafements muft be-
nailed up, thatIThould not have the benefic
of that Common Aire which is every Slaves

me for my neceffary fupport, though a little
ferved,- my Stomach fo failed'to eating, being
: o ol lan i
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The Epistle Dedicatory.

- ifa’clofe fhut up, yet that muftbe kept from
fifyme, and frequent forced Fafts impofed ‘on
ol me; ‘and however, what was fent for my din-
JV Nicr'at twelve by the care of fome loving Re-
Hations that lived neer the Prifon, muft be
t‘ﬂ'g_lven' me at four or fiveaclock; rat which
i) ‘:‘tlmc [ ufually muft Break-faft 5 -and if meat
,'H‘f““'fefc brought, I thould be fure to want
‘Mi 1}“)". ot bread ¢ fo that atlaft T was forced to
J’id' devife a way to geta ffring and bagg o be let
”ﬁ: Y by nightat the window ; to convey
iy fome refrethment to me. \

Wwp Thefe Cruelties fpreading abroad, occafi-
M“ oned applicationsto a higher power to obtain
J fome refpit ; but in the general, things cofi®
ﬁéﬁ tinued ac this pals for fome twelve weeks; 10
"{3,‘4 which time, for but receiving a note at ¢he
yl key hole by an open Prifoner, fent from my

i poor wife, then fick and weary with griefan
"ol;J fuccefslefs travels about my releafe, the harm-
;,ﬂd‘lcfs neighbour that brought it was fecured,
b? and my felf taken qut of this ropm (fufficient-
/ ly bad, as Ithought and felt) and put into a-
,gd l'lOthFl", neer twenty dayes hOPClC{S and hClp-
,c#jlcfs in a vifible way, (yct toGods praife
’ﬁb‘-bg it fpoken, then leaft’ a Prifoner though -
%'ﬁ‘ moft fo;) being losked up ina Trap-Room,
'thr? I'could hardly be heard with hollow- -
M‘ ;ngj 1t bCing a Place thre f‘uch Conden.,
y ©d1to death “are ufually fecured. Inthis time
y more than thirty pound was fpeat to attempt
niy




7he Epifile Dedicatory.

ny releafe, but all in effectual : Then was Ap- ||

/plication made to the Kings Bench Barre
where I had four or five chargeable Habeas

(orpus before the Crucl Goaler would otey to i

bring me to the Barnie.
‘Upon this, my afflicted wife was advifed
(your honoured Father being then L. Chief
Juftice) to befeech your Worlhip, to view
the Breviate of my Cafe, Ibeing tlie nextday
-to be brought before the Judges, both [he and
«my. felf were perfe& firangers to you ; yet it
pleafed God, upon your hearing our grie-
vance, ro affe& your heart with fuch 2 mea-
dure of Compaffion, that you undertook the
work, and never ceafed till it was compleated
which in twoTcrms.more was brought about
notwithftanding the confiderable: oppofition
and fuggeftions of fome Inftruments to the
contrary, ( but here it may be remembred as
an Addicion to the habit of Cruelty attending
that Prifon ) [no fooner was remanded back
by the Judgestill a convenjent day of hearing
in the Term following, but the Goaler thraft
meé into the Common Room or Dungeon,
where [ remained for twenty dayes or more, .

becaufe I could not raife him feven pounds to.. -

-

wards Chamber rencat that inftant,

And though my ufage was hard, your hos
nourcd Father, to the praifc of his juft me-
mory, gave patient hearing to all my Com-
plaints 3 fufficiently dildaining the ufage ,

and

’




Zhe Epistle Dedicator.
- jand commanding the Keeper for time tocome
ﬁqt’might be mended ; alfo willing meto Indire
B him in the fame Court: and when I told
gﬂ)‘ his ‘Honour my mony was'fpent ; he ‘was
o pleafed to reply, it {hould be done:at the
ﬁ Courts Charge, 1 ‘only Profecste, and if it
g thould happen till my Legal Releafc I fhould
U die with fuch ill ufage, the Keeper fhould be
o' indited for his Life. ; /
¥ - VVorthy Sir, while other Council took ot
¥ ‘mony and declined to fpeak anlwerable to the
it truft repofed in them; your felf; graris, ftood
ﬁr faithfully by me to the laft. :
, d" Pardon, Dear Sir, my being fomthing tedi-
* ous in this Repetition, which I the ratheram
;lﬂ“i bold in ; that youmight fec the great flavery
#* God made you the fole inflrumentto deliver
’ﬁH me from ; and that your name and decds may
& live freth in the memory of me and mine,
4 while time {ball endure with us on this fide
g% theGrave. VVorthy Sir, this Imprifonment
p coft me aboveone hundred and thirty pounds,
lf:d and above fix Months Captivity in that croel
b Goal, befides the lofs of my fhop, and Trade
@ . which remained out of my hands for two
i years to fuch detriment [ am fcarce yet reco-
5 ‘(';"Vt:rcd from : . have had nine or ten Imprifon-
. ments and Reftraints more, fome of them
1 confiderably chargeable, yet your heart and
f* carisopen atall timesto give your beft aflitt-
' i ance, il graris, only becaufe ‘you are furely
g “ : rai-

V'
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Zhe Epifile Dedicatory.
raifed of God, to be my Friend ; without the
Jealt mexit of mine, only His eMerey, an
your good Natnre, - ;
__This leads me, Dear Sir, to- the remem-
brance of that never to. be forgotten fanther
A# of your. kindnefs in the height of that
dreadful Plague upon poor London, while the
Providence of, God afforded me: for my felf,
Wife and feveral fmall’ Children, a little
place of refpity ina Village neer Parkinin the
County of Surrep: where, when what little
money. |- had, npon the forefight of thar Dé-
luge coming upon Zondos, gathered together
o maintain us with bread, was neer fpent 5 a
very black Cloud feized on:me, and many up-
. due and unjuft fuggeftions were laid againit
me, by fome cvil and bufic Inftruments of mif-
chief: that becaufe I wasan ana-baptift, as
they are called, or Phanatique, I muft therefore
be looked upon, asdifaffected to the Goyern-
ment. So that though the Cloud feemedfo a-
rifc out of the North Countrey,yet upon fome
~ poor innocent perfonsin that County and
my felf, partofit muft fall ¢ {o in fhort, I was
ordered to #¥indfor ¢ at this ftrait, money bes

ing almoft gone, and how. long Gods hand’,

might remain upon poor London; - wherehence
I got my bread, none but the fame God knew,
i Yetgol muftynotwithftanding all my plea-

dings,and importunity of many ftrangers with
gears, that feemed to have pitty on my prefent |
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4 Zhe -Episile Dedicatory.
i cale;rcfleing upon the fad Providence: by
i§calon of the Plague, that. had: {eparated me.
i’ nd.my family from our moft native habitatia
\ﬁon; allithe favourl could obtainy and thatal
I’,g’;'Glcmlcm:m of - his: own good. pature . gayve
gﬂﬁa’p edge for, was, that upon-my- ‘parro,llpifz;lﬁ;
btoi& would ride. o rearly and late, as.to beiat the,
i Garteran V¥indfor next morning by nines £y
gf; mect the Guard and my fellow Prifonerss b
;;’;ﬂ” {hpuld then .injoy the  priviledge of 1 riding:
W without Guard 3 this obtaineds: I fpeededion:
g% ™y Journey, and left halle of thatlictle money
it Lhad (which, was grown; 1ow) with my.form
g rowful wife and Children for theix xelic, and.
gl took, the reft. to; buy: mebread an the Caftles
aﬂf’j Wl}crc undoubtedly- 1 muft. bave iodgeda-.‘jlL
i rained, had noc God ftirred up Y.our; heart &1
"ﬂl‘ Compafﬁon in the!way, for coming_latdm'
f//"’ﬂ F".ﬁt’”, where -I/iwas treated. liker -a ‘neer
7 Kin{man than g i Prifoners you 00 fooner

ﬂ": heard.my firait, bur with 2l eheatf] ulnefs; asdf:
10° Godhad faid verbally; - Go with this poer #ianyi
i and fland by hint i all bis: T youbles. You
# called for your Cleark to. make: ready againft
[V eightinext morning all things conveniant for
iy your paflage to the Garter av# ¥indfor whigh
B Twell remember, toyour perpetual honout b
8 it fpoken, thefe were your words 3.A47. Smithso
e Iwill (withGods lesve.) go. with thee ; ind
vﬁ #ny Cleark fball get three Horfes ready by eight

in the morning, and thou (balt keep thy Wﬂf}i 5
et ; or

2
.

4
5



The Epistle Dedicatory.

fir we may, with much eafe, be there by nine s

dnd that is the hour it [eemeth your engagemeuns (f

lieth wpom you-to perfirm. This, your Nobl
Promife, wasastruly performed; and when |
we arnved atthe Gartery the! Souldiers wait-
ed ‘ready for their Prifoner, then you were
pleafed to call for their Captain,
what accufations was laid to my
did immediately, upen your implicit belief of
my protefted innocency, repair to the Honou: 1
rableLord Mordant thén Conftable ofwindfors |
where, in your prcfcncc I had my Examinati< [
on,and to your Glory be it fpoken, you were!
pleafed frankly toofter your felf body for bodyy! i
yea to ingage'all you had in the world on-my” |/
Dehalf: which I fhall fin not to rémemberand’ | f
repeat, althoughl can never requite. Upon h
which [ was difmifled,and to admiration ofall’ |
that knew what had been’fuggefted, was: fett 4
free with this promife fron his Honoors'own
mouth, for fuch-wrong I (hould fare thebicttery: 1]
while [ remained in the County. “Thus hath-
your heart & hands been rady to do, & bave: ¥
not been wanting to lend your Parfe upon any s ¢
emergent occafion: and your Houfe hathibeens |y
as 2 home to mé arid mine atalltimes: which ,/4
[4hall not ceale to pray God Almighty 'to rez 4

kKl

*fﬁ

charge, and

quite to -your {elf and yours, for Lnever can.: = 1
The Premifles confidered, Dear Sir, do'not V’
¢hink me rude to be fobold;’ fecing I can done': ?

mote to perform a Debt, which. inour Jour<
% Bey




| 7he Epistle Dedicatory.
Neyto ¥¥indfor ; 1did then in my hearcto
"Bod ingage to pay, namely, that when ever
¥ providence would pleafe to opena door,
®or my Reprinting and publifhing this Book:
I would then with Gods good leave, give .a
Q’bnefaccounc of his Mercies to me and ming,
Jin Dedication of it to your fclf: and if any,
#'for thefe my poor labours, are bettered, asl
lﬂJtruﬁ, and through Grace know many have
J been in time paft, whofe affeGionate importu-
Mnifics, together with my Debre to your Wor-
&'(hlp, put me upon the ftudy of many, [truft,
_,Jy(cful Additions , proper to the decay-
fing  fate of Chriftianity in this our Ge-
yjncration, as the wife God, who firft put
j me 'upon this meditation, and pleafed of
* his rich Grace to give me a word in fea-
I] fon , not for the ufe of fuch as do think
. themfelves in ahigher Orb, but for them
{ that are mean in their own eftcem, I on-
. ly, and humbly recommend it.
. And now, Dear Sir, I having had
| alwaics from my® firft happy acqaain-
. tance with your felf, fo large a (harc of
. your hcart-love, am the more bold to De-
n,:“»dlcatc this little Book into your hands:
k i;le acknowledging , if any gain profic
' thereby , nextto God, the praile is yours,
. by whofe continued favours, under him, 1
have been delivered from fuch Perils, as
| otherwife had preffed me down into utter
| : Obli-




Lpifile czcatory.

Oblivion , “or a
RN ¢ leaft to an incapacity on |

Thus with’ my dutiful acknowledgment 4’f A
your manifold Favours, 1 do humbiy and
héartily commic you, and”all yours to the'
Merciful Protetion of Almighty God, be-
feeching him fo-to multiply his Craces ups
on you, that, you may fce many good ;and
happy dayes in this lifg, and inherig ever-
Talting Bleflcdncfs in that which is o come,
Sopraycs ARG

- “
10 ¥

i Tour i or//}/;;; iy
| [lg(’[{ rmd 7/9,mi\~

._Lond‘on’th'zs e, d]\ fll]l Sfr?}aﬂt;
"~ of, Tune 1672,
FUs I‘rfmus Slmlth !
; BERE ST :
4 “"h’ Y3 iy
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Every Judicious and Confiderate

'READER.

ChriftianRea der,

| Here was never msare need from
the beginning of the Creation 1o 1
this day ,; for perfons pro)_‘eﬁng
Godlinefs,to enter intorher Cls-
fets, aud 1o vetiye into their moff
; ( [ecret Chambers, there toCom=
a' NS | manne with them[elves, and woff
ﬁ . ferionfly and narrowly to fmrch
tbelrhmrt‘f'ﬂ”d try their wayes, whether thc] be fmb
L atcay m’:m’ﬂlaejin-&elf} and [evereff ferntine, aciord-
E 217 to the ballance of the Sanituary, awd the Tonch-
’é fone of the Seriptures, and ( it may be ( aFiery Trial,
b hich is coming upow all the twarld, to try. them that
i awell upon the Earth, Let thefe things be ferionfly con-
{ ﬁ’de”‘{'”f”"’b,“dﬂfﬂ this is, whorein fuch a pnlii- .
| tude of Praf, ¢lforsof all farts do abownd, whe have 0
.' .759'5'.4[0 lang a time afpmce and Pra[:p:r;[y, which dre

apt 1n z/Jem'fe lves, tbroug b onty caynal bearts, tq lull us
faft afleep 12 the bea of flosth andcarzal Security, gndro

Vbegets (piritual Lethargy inthe Seul.
29 awaken and o provaRe enc anather to this gredi
, % AN




The E piftle Dedicatory.
duty, let us call vo mind our former dayes, when we were
firft slluminaced. how great a zeal dsd then piffefs us
whar care, what diligence, that we might be found ayp
provedof .in the fight of God, whe judgeth the hearts,
andtryesh thereins ¢ Itss the [adcomplaint of difcern=
iug Chyiffians tothis day,(and is there a0t 4 caufe!hat
there s a lament able decay and decreafe of Godlinefs,
in the power and lif¢ theveof among profeffors. This
is@ Lamentation,and ic fhal be for a Lamentation,

It does therefore exceedingly soncern all Chriftians
of what rank foever, [erionfly to [earch and examine
theirown bearts, and toery what have we done ! what
;¢ themarter ! [arely the difpenfation thatss wpov s at |
this day isto try axdtoparge, and to make white, that i
they which are upright might be made manifeft, when
the Hypocrite and formal profeffor, that cannot abide |
the tryal, hall fpumble and fall, andthe (hame of their 'O
nabedntfs (hallappear. Oy lat 55 certainly fallen inthe |
Laft dayes #po” whom.the ends of the World are come,
and onr Lord /)imfe/f/mfb F-"‘P”ﬂ?f""”’d’ that in the J
laft dayes among profeffors iniquity fhall abourd,and
tlie love of many fhail wax cold ; and that then the :
wife Pirgins: as well as the foolifh,will all lamber and il
fleep, Mat., 24 13.and 25. 1,23, .

So likewife the Apoftle Paul forerelling the evil of
the laft times, [ets down @ blask Catalogue of fins that
will be fonnd not among the prophane only s 124ll ages )
bt in [uch perfons, having a form of godlinefs,bue de-
nying the power chereof, 2 Tins.3.begruning.

“Formality and Securityabonnding amorg Profe(fors,
75 the fin and fign of the laft dayes. And hereinwe mdy §
difeern gray and hoary hairs, more thanbece and there™
: of this old world. We dre fa'len into the

R —

rpan the bead

Joes and dréas of tme, and the World the olderit §ows,

Blefied

the wore, declining now 1k its dotage.
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Bleffed is that Servane, that i» fuch a day as this i4,
eps his Carmenc unfpotred, ard his ConfCience pna
Cfiled, that hath bis Lamp burning, azd his Light
10Ing, aud his Loyns girded, and alwayes expelling
liand prepared for bis Lords coming, Blefled is thac

#Scrvanc whom his Lord whenhe cometh fhall find
iio doing

ek v

| Thedefignof thisenfuing Treatife, (which we re.
ihiyeommend unto thy (erions erufal Yisto fetforth the fad
; o4 7 5 i
e/t ateof 4 'Dying and Decaying Chiillian, fhewing
the symptomes, Caufes and Cures of the Decay of
b Godlinefs ; Tagetherwith the Benefit. and Means of
"JE.Gthh and Increafe of Godlinefs. Asthonmaift
4 fecinthe Title and Frontifpiece of this Book.
| A Subjelt oertainly never more [#itable and [eafon-
fablethan atihis day, ' when as Godlinefs it [elf inthe
WPower and life of it | is ar fo low an ebb,and grows every
4 92y more than other, into o (enfible Decay and Confum
| Prron. Andtherefore this Peice needs not our Commen=
{ dation but a greater than we are, bath Avouched this
f }Fbafe Wifdome and Anthority we muft adore; A V\{md'
"W fitly (poken o7 (pokenin feafom, is like Apples of Gold
!:‘ 0 Pictores of Silver., e
“ . Fo'r t/Je A!ﬂ‘bah 5} tlmt d(‘gf[ﬁ;ﬂfﬂﬂ[{ we lj:ﬂ'b':,’ Wlt;}
4 bim we j#dge bim to be an experienced Chriftian, and
| W’i" bath made it his Sufinefsto difcers the Signs of
| 2he 7 tmes, and we doubt not but the [avonry Chriftsan,
o *“ponthe through reading of his Book, will judge the fame
L weth g, 2 £ i)
§ ° Reader, we (ball detain thee no longer inthe Porch,
| Vit the Houfe wfelf : Come andice whether it per=
‘ ,y,f”"m not more thay we [beak,
I Nowithe bleffing of God go along with it, and with
EDez 1y the reading of it, andbe that gives feedto the
yﬁ'wr, and bleffeththe ercreale theyeo fr grant mnto #s
L 4 all




T'o the judieious, e E
all thatwe mayremenmber ony firfe wayes,and do ottr ﬁi )

workss and more abundantly. ;; that onr laft dayes m
i dayes, and onr laft works may be more t/@

eCounr [,-ej
oy firft ythatwe may be Trees of Kigheeon[nefs, of the

Lordvown plmt[ng, that we may bring fo»tla moft and)
beft fraitinonrold 8¢, when all sther Trees ceafe to
yeild their encreafe. [n a word, thas we may»ot be found
wanting, nov 190 /ig!;w whei onr Lor_d [ball come ﬂgm‘,,‘
to Judye every mao according to hits Works : Shall be |
the dayly Prayer of» '
Thy Servants for Chlrifts fake, |

Henry ]eﬂ}y, Heny Denne ]
j[ahn Gafﬂold 1

Toallthacars catled. ro.be Saints;
j_{/};eciully y- dear relations in Yorkihire Welt-Ri- §
diog sregether with my brethren and Companions in l"&
the Eaith inthe Connty of Lincoln Notthampton-
fhire, Hu kipeham (hire Kent, Suflex, and Surrey,

' every other place call upon the Lord |1}

with all that 1
13 ," ). . :
I in dndabour the Cigy of Londoun,

&idefus s and:-al
Peace b mulupl)cd.
o

Grace dsd |
My daar feliow Travelets,
fpiricual Rate, [ am bold to affirm, thie i

the dayes of your firlt Efpoufal, asig
chemfelves . fo inyour own eftfimation
§ £ ]

s

Owever it iswith yon now , 25 to youy ‘
|
i

were very happymd joyful dayes, and you {o affij.

& -d frr your own former Mif-doings, and fo uﬁ.~¢'t'" .

éd with what gracious change, Gud chiongh his rich ‘
Grace!




T he Epifile Dedicator).
8Grace tlien madeé, tharwith all your might you did
fiilingly render up your felyes ro Chrilt Jefos for
our Saviour, and with all fiee affection and hum-
¢ fubmiflion chole him, or racher clofed - with
Gods own Appointment . that this his Son (hould
foecome your King toRule you, your Prieft to make
Attonement for )"on.anri allo your Prophet 1o Teach
lyou: in a word your Aliin All: Tuus acthefighe
’ j?nd fenfe of what Siw and Satan had been, and what
MOOW Chrift Iefus wonld be by way of change , your
g hearts were wonderfully taken vp with adrm:n?g this
Wchoyce | thar were not only of ‘Gods prepasing.to
4 ":‘?R'fdccm yon fromabe IJ;(Ilv;'fr wrath, but (o l{c(xif-f:l:il
#”!: Yontothe bigheft Glory “ Licar your hearts now this
; :'2»(‘1],’".‘-’\'-‘- is not (o new, is unable (o cxprels what ence
W (thoogh in (he rime you had lefs Knowledges you
@ could have reported of this matcer , the enie 0
§ Weath then at Gode unfolding your condition , be-
P 102 (0 apparet , and thenece(ity oi-a Saviour, with=
¢l out which you mng perifh, being (0 wrgent 5 put yon
# uron thacthonghtfulna(s of heart,, what 1o do that
iy You mighe noc Perifh, but be S AVE D yand filled
SFM your hearcs and hands { full of beccer bufifiels, that
W Hrsband , wife, Children, Fonfe. Lard Trade ard
j whatlogver elfe rillthen had been dear 10 Yo, NOW
8 Dcame firange in yove effeczz; thys did yon mn
,‘V‘f!!' and of Chrifl J2(ns ware known well yonr frHit
" being [weer 1o histafte ;, and fowe in cach anfwered

4 - = > §
§ ve, wich fuch delighe, thae yoo contd fay with Das

i ?’/;fi. Whom bhave I in Heaven but thee? and whowi tn
1’1\ Earth in comparifon of thee 2 Was voc then the fighc
il

0 his counrenance Uifeco you , and his wirhdrd wi-
INgs your death 3 none bue Chrift could facisfie yon,
§ 1o bs talking wich him, and whether beis inthe Gags
: 3 aen




den, or Wildernefs, or any Solitary place, you muf
be with hitn ; nay, rather could you not bleed wit

him , than feaf? withone bim ? chus in nothing mo;
happy than with your Beloved, wondring greatly ¢!
this great Grace, that io fuch a condition: thould find
you, andro (ach 2 condition bring you : look back, /
call to remembrance dayes paft, was it not thus witl H

you , and a thoufand times more

Bue howis it now you have fzen fomz of the
depth of Chrifts love 5 and bornthe heat of the day
in fome meafure? Do youlove him yet moie and
mote ? s, Prayer. Hearing, _Re«,zd:;: . Weeping, Wats |
thing, Faffing, DOI';J‘Q',Sﬁlﬁ'dﬂﬂg,.w‘?lc‘ﬂmgﬂtll ?Doth li
the Pulfe of your Soul rup this Way ftronger and |
ftronger ? The path ofthe_'uﬁ is as & [hrming light,thas |,
[hineth Mote and Motc to the perfeit day.  Breye a-fi
ble to fpzak intrath this to be your co'ndmor-l £ Op
do you grow wrary and faint in your mipd , thinking 14
now Chrift's way too ftrair, his work too great ? If e |
be come to this, thenitisa piece of the faddeft news |
that ever came to thy Soul 5 Yet God knowsit is no Jl#
new thing, but ap evil too too common among Pro- |
feflors, who like Ifracl of old, thought Aanna while |
new, moft welcome, yet 10 1ts continnance, though |
Gods Inffitntion, (which was a reafon fufficient why |5
ic fiill hould be welcome » they loath and call ic |
Zight Bread ; thus were their goodnzfs like a mor- |
pine cloundor early dew chat paffeth away : In like Ji
manoer, New Teltament Churches , that had faic i
and flonrifhing beginnings . yet in time, comes o
hane down their heads, and grow fechle and faint'in §
sheir miinde. How had the Corinth-Church that had

The Epiﬂle Dedicatory. ‘
i

been their Apofiles glory and crown,bzcome his [or 4
bicter mefiages doth God fend)
t ’y‘

~ vow and grief ; what




The Epiﬂle Dedicafary.‘ :
4 to mof of the Churches in Afia; complaining that

&;y had fallenfromtheir firft love 5 threatping them
@ %ith no le(s then to unchurch and fpew them ot of

his mouth ; fuch wild Grapes in time , did this once

8l pinefsto beginwell, thovgh at the

_

&A
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—
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| Bourifhing Church bring forth ; and the very com-
{ plaing of Jeremiah concerning lfracl o them verified,
W Chap. 2. 21.7et had Lplanted thee 4 woble Vinewhol-
" Uy, aright Seed ; how then art thos turned inte 4 dege-
i merate Plant, of a ffrange Vinetome ? :
.My dear breathren,thefe are not the cyth of the (ad
inftances thac mighe be alledged of fuch as once WeIe
fair and flourifhing, yet in continuance of (ime toa
fad degree left their ftanding, and fo incurred Gods
fore difpleafure and feverity upon them ; all which
premifed, provesit {o far from being any of our hap-
rate here mentio”
ned in our t§poufal dayes, thac cruly it will but prove
an addition 0 our #nhappinefs , 1f W€ {hall not ¢
well; for better is the endof athing thar the beginiHl
All which notes a Chriiang truegood , 0 confiit as
in a fair beginning, fo both to hold on well , apd 2-
bove allto erdwell, What Chriftian is he , thac will
not tremble then to confider both Old and new
Teftament Churches , what faic beginnings tREY.
made, and yet what difmal ends they came L0,
as Lude complains , Tiees without fruit , P10 dead,
plucked up by the roots.,

The good Lord helpyoumy Brethren , and my
*felf, rolay this' thing to hearr, that with fear. and
" trembling, we may work through our Salvation and
from firft to lak avoid chat damning fin of carnal fe-
curity , that God knowes doth roo too much rock
many Profeffors in our dayes intoa deadl) {lecp,who,

being once green and flonrifhing , @ill retain a rong
* 4 opinion

|
3




Theé Epiftle Dedicatory,

\ pinion of heteafter glory, though grownasdryand |
barren asthe Fig-tree, thar Chritt Je(us would not $il
fuffer co (fand. - :j i

Thus confidring with my felf, and mifing in m® §
imind what a fearful thing ic would be for me and
you , that have had fuch like begipnings, and have
made as great promife of 2 good conclufion, to fall
Snio the hands of the living God, who will firip vs ag
haked of his Glory (if here we are fourd wanting) ' i
a5 ever we were born, unlefs the falling of formey
Churches prove fo our admonition, as be that [} and-
ith takes heed left he fall; for which caufe, [have
poth for your bepefic and my own, gathered toge-
ther in this new edirion forty Symptomes of Growing,
and forty more of decaying (Ogad![neﬁ: s inthefint 3
youmay (for prefent) only read the Sigus of groweh, |
in the fecond, you may read both the Sigws of De- }
¢y to fgodlinefs , with the Caufes and Remedies, §
which with Gods bleffing ([ humbly pray and hope
tay tend to your ftrengehning , [if growing; or to
Your fpeedy reducement, ifdeclining ¢ Read there-
fore what now by the help of the Lord is brought to
yotr éye, with much ferioufoefs , abd while ye look |
upon the book, be il reflzéting both upon cheheare |
and Tife, with this kind of fearching languagc; Iimy § ;
efe thus,or isit thas > However your own opinions
may be ot Growth or decay, they are your Higheit |
Cencernment eotertaincherefore with alllove my pock:
yer affeinfiareDedication,rememnbring the Maryiqge
of the Lamb drawethnigh andhis Bride ruff r2ake ber
felf ready : Be fore thenyou be not found withone' il
your Wedding Garmene ; but imagine your fefves

“thevery nexc door 16 Being compafled withthe pyi. o
Faffyof thas day ; let the thoughes of it keep you
Ccmpmyy

xS




The Epiftle Dedicatory. |
srompany,in Buying: Selling, Eating, Drinking 5 yed
D the whole courfe of your Pilgrimage, and follow
ELPd with inceflant Prayers to hll your Souls brim
W of the living Worch of bereafter glory, and the
W8 {upportable weight of its contrary ; that to this great
gtend chefe my poor Labours, and {uch as toefe, 10
ghthe slory of their perfetion, may prepare yon upon
" the moft acceprable termss for future Glory 5 s the true
%ﬁtﬁfc of :

b

;f:’j Your unwort by Brother in the dear

[h;: Concernments of the Gofpels

(0

ﬂ'ﬁ Francis Smith,

y

f Thefe following Medirations, were fcnt me
71 cnclofedin' a Letter from my Worthy

! Friend C. 1. a1. then Prifoner in

i windfor Caftle.

of OTFJat the Author of this book did krow,
what comforts from its re my [oul did flowe

I Hewould be 1ncouracged, Jetonce agews

1 To ifnbréff his ftudy, and to.reke his Pen.

d Andwriteoniny behalf,a Plalmof prasfe,

g ~Forme tomagnifie God all my dayes 5

i " Diuiae providence, fent mee't in an hour,

ﬂ[ when Sathan lﬂt', was 11/;;7‘/3 g/[_;u' power,

{  And Jubble wiles my foul for to enfnare,

ﬁ Carcying me along, twixt hope and defpatr,

L Perfwading of me that my cafe was good,

wbic}{




which I beleived, till that 1 snder(lood, f }

.BJ what thﬁ‘ Author gf I;JZ'J' book made it ’. 1

which put the cafe with me out of all doubt.

That christans migbtﬂam good eftate ﬂ't’c[ing"

Theynot Living to principles divine, ‘

From which my (oul was warpt and tura’d afide
i

|

P
4
A

Following of thofe that prov’d an erring guide.
Sashan combind with my corrupted heart,
Occafion’d me from Gods wayes for to ftart 5,
For want of watchfuluefs, I'de liket" have loff, il
My [bare £'th price, that fo dear did coft,

Ay blefled Savionr 3 even his bearts blood,
Ereelyexpos’d todo his people good.

And now againy that 1 [#ch grace [hould find,

That let[uch grace, fo flip out of mymind,

_As 1have done 5 let me dofo nomore, ‘
My graciows Gody and Chrift my Saviour, !
Lot me be adwaies (Irictlyon mywatch, it
“And nomore [napty by bimthat lies o'th catch. i
O let myhears no more with himcombine, ‘ ’
But caufe st clofe with principles divine :
And et my labosy now continually be

0 wasteon Chrift, and follow none but he, ‘
O let the Authar ofthis litife book 4
Rewarded be, for the great pains be took.
Fromwhich,myfoulyhath veaped fo much good
Letgrace fromGod , be gzven him like o flood.

.
Ry

Thine,
~ Fobr Mafon) I8
-+

&;2 v
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tvited, we ought ro come with and three Canfeg
of indifferency'aifigned, P37.C :
Chap. 7. Proving decay to Godline(s greac,wh ¥
hearclefsco Prayer,wich a defcription of Prayers ng.
cefficy excellency lets and helps in 106, perticularg
with four direions as'to the manner of our -"'P:

proaches to God in this {ervice, and what we are o

doafter Prayer, P 44, Ce,
Chap.8 Proving negled to reading theholy Scrip~
. tures, anInlet tofix Calamacies, alfo proving it a
blefed priviledge’ to have the Scriptures wich 2 cons
futation of thar Athifticall Stile, the people called
Quakers put upon this blefled Booke,  p.51.Cre,
Chap. 9. Proving thatan [rching Eare in Chrift-
, jansafter novelties, befpeakes them imndicions, and
fabiliry to be their glory, with four directions how
we may avoid Unconftancy in the Chriltian Religi-
on, p.61. T,
Chap. 10, Proving our cafe bad, when ochers (in-
 ings-are not our forrowings with four Arguments ro
proveke amendment, p.69. T
Ckap. 11, Shewing that unfavery talking among
Chrittians when they meet, proves them caroal with
three caufes of this Decay with diretion toask each
other twelve queftions when they meet, P74,
Chap. 12. Proving unpseparednels ro hear
the Wordof God, a fign of dying to Chrift, with
three fores of hinderances which mufi be 1aid a fide,
and what our works muft be before hearing inb-a-. |

ing after hearing, : BT irres
Chap.13. Proving fuch under 2 bad fpiric thae

affemble more for fear of Mans Eye then Gods Eye,

with four marks of this fpiric, and two Canfes of

this Decay. . p-88. e,

Chap. 14. Shewing our (ate dying,when we are

more croubled at the decay of our houfe then Chrifls
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i Roufe, wich four marks how we may know. this
o P. 92. &%,
31,‘.&.‘&(:“1);:}:. 15. Calls for weepingin fome, when others
;zﬂbi o~ Chriits p;oplc with tronble are ({ooping,with foug
gl diretions how to Pitry, alfo four remedies againfk
githis Decay, ‘ p.97, &6,
gl Ch. 16. Calls to greater refpe to Chrills name
g and Gofpel , then co either body, eflate of life, with
f'di four caules of a contrary {pirit. , 7. 103,
5? Ch. 17. Proving provocations no warrantable
gt 8round o (i and feveral objections as to the des
g grees of anger, an{wered with three canfes of two
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' p. 114
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?ﬁ. 1C8, 2 'P'VII7‘
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§ caying Chriftian , by his light trouble at his own
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# kept from mans eye, with two fpecial canfes of this
W decay, p. 119
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i t.k‘“"_c caules of this badnefs , allo dire@ion for the
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. . p. 127
. CI{&‘- 21. Proving thacrich or poor have their
A troubles,and whether more or lefs to be an(werable
{ 1nPrayer, wich a defcription of the different kinds
¢ of trouble, and foar cavfes of fpiricual décay , alfo
me_C proficable objeétions an{wered. P.135e
Cha, 22+ Containing an affection of the cavfes
‘ of
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ry unwillingly to extremity with four objectiongy
which feems to complain again(t this do&rine, zgf
{wered, _ p. 146,
Cha, 23. Proving thofe Chriftians under deep
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vedthen fan&ified ; with feveral canfes of this de.
cay. . 162,
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~ .
Bt

Liom,
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ticulers, with fix diretions how to get apd keep thig

Holy Spust, - p,lwg 5
C F 39“

Ch. 8. Shewing the neceflity of humble wait~

of affli&ion, fhewing chac withour great caufe ; Gog |
is not wont to aflict his people, though provoked vea |
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Signes of a Living or Growing Chriftian.
P(al. 92, 12. The Righteous fhall fourith like a Palm?

Tree, he fhall grow likea Cedar in Lebanon.

{. \ 7 Hen your chief delight is with the Saints, especially
them that excel in Virtue, Pfalm 16. 3.
3, when the [mitings of the Righteous are not & burthen (0 yoky
VoK can hear of your faults with affe tionate attention, Pfalm 14855
3 When Fefus chrift in the midft of Temptation is mae foyok
then all the world, Phil, 3.8. e ahri
4. When Repioch far Chrift makes you not aflpamed of Ghrifty
Mark 8, 38. Hcb, 11, 26. ' ‘ ins
5+ When wandving Thoughts in time of Duty, find lofs entertains
ment thmfammy, V(al. 139, 23. 1 Cor. 13, 1X, ;
;i 6: When )Eﬂgfb Of ﬂandmg in the Pyofc‘fﬁvﬂﬂf Cbriﬂumt]; Wﬂ?éi
#nereafe of hatred 1o all Sin. Pfal, 119 104, 113
7.When you carry about with you a confd .nt fealoufie 0ver Jour oW
Beart, thas it trn not afide from God and Goodne[s Prov. 28: 14,
85 When every bnowon new Mercy begets new Thankfw'nefs and
that with delight. P (al, 145 2 e it
9. When knewn Calamity in Gods Henfe, begets deep Her e
Jonr Heart, Nch, 1. 4. ! love Goi
X0, When Gods affli i Sl ARG JRAYG
the bettey, Plal, x”rﬁll.ﬂ‘;zzg A
XU Whenthe fame care and travail you at firlt laboured in 10 GEE
Chrifiyis as muchsif not more laboured in to beepChrift, Heb.6ox1y1 2.
X2. When a fcc{mg Sonfe of the Peace, and Edificatian of 44
Chureh of God, lics fo near yanr Heait, that you can preferit above
Jour gh;ef congerns, Plal. 137.6. Rom. 14. 19. 2 Cor, 15. 9+
X3. when under decp Diftrefs or Languifbing, the wo'd ol
Precions to you, P(al, ¢ 19 92, : o1
Y4 When anycondition, thoughinis felf mean, as it comes i
God, is moft welcom, Job 1923, Hab, 3. 17,18, . 1rt
Pflls' When the peace of Chrifts Houfe begets chief oy 18 Jou? Heart
al. 122.9.8 5, : y
16. "When cbz}.fgme to aveid all Sing is as truly eccafisied throngh

l : A
dl *fear of Difhosouting God, and incurring bis pre[ent difpleafure, a6

Wrath to cethe, Neb, 5. 15 Gen.39,9.

17, When the leal apprebenfion of Gods withdrawing , makes yoe
Jeek bim mare earne flly in [uch ways wheveiam b2 will be foand, P(.6.3.%
18, When every Cort iy is burthenfom to you,that 4 1o’ defigmng
Your F atbersGlory,bur Wrogating there-from,Pl.x20.5, 2Pt 27,8
19. when the Sins of others come (o near your Heart,that yois walk,

fadly to fce [uch Péxfons tran [grefs GodsCoppmandmeats,Plix19.536
B 20, When
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8o, when the Lght of your under landing grows more. Srong to yoy
making judgmeat of Spuitial things according toGods word,Ep 1.y 87
ai. When bistly things become {weet to you, as they are [quared by’
and fowrded onthe Wil of God, Mars 26.38. 39. A&s21. 14, 3
23, whenthe Path of the bumble is [o delightfuly that Yow’d rathey
be with them. than in the Tents of the ungodly, A&s 20.19.Pf 84 1)
2.3 When your pity is fuch to perifhing people,that yok cannot but wef’%
at yhe thoughts of their Ruine,Luk. 19 41.Jer.9.1 Phil: 3.18519,
34. When Profperity doth mot with allowance lift you upy nor Ad
derfity immoderately caft yow dows, Phil. 4. 11, 13.
25, When your Refolutionto follow God fullythrongh al Difficul.
tics, is flable, and Temptations 10 the contrary, tends but to youp
vengtbeming, Ats 20.34. ; :
i z} thz;gtf,w Yok of Self-denyal a4 impofed by chiift Fefws i
Hot gricvem, bt pleafant to Yot Mat, 11, ?9,\30. Mark 1o. 28,
27. when you are [0 acquainted with youy spiricual [banding ek &t you
ave eafily apprebenfive of the teaft §tep to Decay. 1 Thel.53 4
58, whin tht force of the Refuriection dnd Fudgement to came, lies
fo ‘clofe at your Heart ,that it makes you anfwer €very callof chrift,
to do or [uffer chee/fuly, 2 Cor. 5. 9; 10. AQs 24.15,16.
29 When the bopeful off urance of a city o come,makes Jou Contents
¢d to'be ‘a flyanger to your 007, ) . J
30. When ineyeafe of Time it chrifts chuﬂmmﬂct, wolks increafe
ﬂf'Dtlngt in communion with cbr;ﬂ, Pla. 93. 82, 13, 14,
s, when in the walk of Faith- you are more frequent, and lefs
depend upon walking by Sewfes 2 Cor. 5.7, Gal.3. 20~
38, When you e quicker fighted at your worl part to [elf-abafing,
than at your bestput to [elf - admiring, Gen. 32, Y0 Eph. 3. 8,
“g3.Whimthe Mayefly of the great God, confidering how vifible you
are in bis fight,bith an awful prevailence wpor yoir anvt,] ob 31.4,
34 when Confcicnce s [0 tenders that every litile difobedient aff.
ing, Gates w01 gIieCS JOUT Spirit, 2 Chro. 34. 37 Heb.13.8,
T35, when you ave at open War, and conflant Hﬂ_ﬂllll}l‘ with bofom-
[ty as difpleafing to God, and forbid®enby bis Law, Pla, x8.23.
36. Wwhen Heart-xwork # of mare worth than Houfe-work 5 as youy
Soul is more prrcim«, than your Temporal COnCerns, Ezra 7. 10,
37. When for inward motions 10 any Sty Yok have as tinly Heart.
orrow, as for the outward alis of any Sin, both being difpleafing 13
God, and forbidden by bit word, Pfal, 119- 113, 3 Cor. 10, 4, ¢
8. Whep youhave 2 thirfting care to get the power of Godlinefs in
Jour Heart, vat berthe the form of Godline(s in the Headyor outward
Profeflion, 2 Cor. 1, 12. : (
39. Whea b worfbip'of God agreable to bis Woyd, & bighly py;.
«ed, and faitbfully pia Gifed inth: worfbof times, Mal.3.14,Y5,1¢
4.0 Wlen the Soul i more hxngry for-the word of God,then tb}'xod}:
# for temparalFood, Job 23.3 2Pl 119,72, 163, Signs

Heb.11.9,10,13: 2 Cor. 4.17,184
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wComtaining in it 4 Sign of Dying to Chrifp; with thret
Wy caufes of its coming,” which being avoyded, may
(8 [erve as vemedies againft irs yaine ; with profirable
g},ﬁ; Objetions anfivered, : y

b : :

7 ‘ SEG NER, 02100 07
:ﬂ‘l Whes yow are [a indifferent 1o dffemble, or frequent
/i the Chureh.of God, that yom can come, o
W atyour'owp pleafure, canwotcome,

oey T is not only poflible, but £00
Y too common, f'orChri(lianS‘.af-‘
: tey. they have been fometime
Pe converfant in the worfhip anq
Blez N fervice of Gods Houfe, to come
e /> to this declining frame of Spirit;
NCL@ having fecn into fome of the
: depth of that that at their Girfk
i converfion, being mighty new ; was mighty welcome 5
¢ but. proving more, nacural to them, becomes in fome
2 ’.‘i"d burthenfome, then Satan, that long waited for
il it, gets advantage uponthiem, to difpute the cafe with
' B 2 SR ety




s Signsof aDying er decaying Chriftian,
them, Whether there is fuch neceffity of that [3)
bour and travail about their Religion, as they rake.
and by this means Feroboam-like, 1 King, 12. 2 \
28. When hewould draw the hearts of /frael afidg
tells them ; it is too much to go upto Fersfulemsrqy
worfhip, and fo makes two Calves of Gold,  ang
puts the one in Danand che otlier in Bethel, faying
T hefebe thy Gods O Ifrack:s '

Now fuch pretences of eafe as thefe, takes prefent,
ly with deceitful hearts, efpecially when, there is 5
fhew of attaining the fame end they looked for, with
lefs coft and charge; by this means the heart lets go
shofe powerful convictions wrought by the holy Spirit
at his firlt taking poffeffion, which leads the mind ong
to make Religions getting and holding , a labour,
work, or bufinefs,

Now lets go its firft unwearied diligence, andfo |
takes in this Spirit of indifferency to affemble ; which

plainly difcovers, thac now but halfthe heartattends
that Spiritual fervice, 10 which the bodyis prefent |
and indeed thus much ground by a Chriftianloft, gives
- fuch a wound to his heavenlytrade;  that the favouy
and relith he had athis firft beginning to run well | j,
now much departed, and fo his appetite being with.
drawn, makes his ftomack loath or nautiate that foog
that once was favory and nousithing. -
Now what likelier way can beimagined, to hyp,
and fpoila Chriftians Communion with his God, ang
fo by little and litcle, remove him from his fPirituaj
trade ; then to poflefs his beart with fuch kind of indj.
“flerency asthis, even a willing negligenceto affemble .
and fo eftranging himfelf to Chrift Jefus’s Fold whepe
e is wont to feed his flock at’ noon-day,  being 5
{tranger there, to the daily opportunities of fpiritgg)

_Bain, mult needs looft in his fpiritual trade, ‘andcon:

i
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&
W
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jfisbe | fequently be affected. with new lovers; and luft dfeét
of that W their nnprofitable dainties, : ‘
hey t#5¢  ;Doth not experience {peak mournfully in this, and »
124 275copfefs the field to be morethen half lot, whenthat'
el alidf €arly zeal to Chriftian affemblings grows low; and
r"f“/"”ﬂﬂ?o“gh once remained greatly burthened at material *
old, - 3 hinderances, yet now is content with flight excufes,
, {310 fecing no fuch neceflity, as is by zealous perfons pre=
tended, and onceby them believed, fo often to affem
s prele™ ble; and as by fad experience fome can witnefs,when.0-
here %5 thers have been delightfally takenup withGods publick
fory ™ worthip : they idling up and down, have found Satan
reletis not a little bufie 5 nor his, defign a litele taking, to-
ly ?lrd prepare. their fpeedy ruine ; For as by often rubbing
nif ‘v’; hand in hand, warmth_ is gotten; or by oftenufing::
;labO“' Workmg-tools raft is prevented ; even foafreq'ucnt 2
1 aflembling among Gods children, inclines and difpo-
ancg feth the heart to good, and confequently impairs and
- whift leffens the old mans hold ; -beingunder that continual
-atte?™ . means, that renews. and inclines the mind into a fpiri="
.refﬁ"‘: tuailikenefs, -to.Chriftits head ;: and fo is wrought up
B to.afpiritual complyance wich every .new. motion {0
:[zulfo ” good petformances faying with David; whes this’
i Jaidft, feck w) face, my beart [asd; thy face Lord will
ngod) Ifeek. - pfal. 27.8, no fooner faith God ; feekmy
cf0%% face, but without delay . Davids heart faith, thyface’
hott Lord will 1 feck 5 Ywas glad when they faid, Comelet’
0 anl oS00 the bowfe of the Lord, Pfal. 123, . it was:
Citn JOV 10 David-to. fee Perfons fo mindfulof their true
)mtdi £90d, asto be forward to afferble.
bles fer:‘b; this Premifed, befpeaks this indifferency to af- |
mmrd P ¢of a very bad tendency, plainly giving behold=’
& ngé ( t0 underftand, that good things were not cftcemed
ek ; Z,mucb 4s good by fuch Perfons ; as they was {0 ¢ffeem-
g ©4 8.1, we have fad inltances of this kind of fpiri-

e - toal
i E |
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& Signsof 4 Dyingor decaying Chyiftian,
tual dCCﬂ.V, in lfraelof Old, Num. 11, 4,5, 6. The
mixe multitnde that was among them, fell alufting
and. [aid, wha [hall give us flefb to eat 2 we vemembew |
the. fifh which we did eat in Egypt freely s the cucumh |

bers, and the melons'; and the leeks, '.«‘zgd the onyons 5 | o
but now our [onls ds dryed away, there is nothing at alf | .
befides. this Manna before onr eyes. S0 Chap. 2, g )

*

And the people Spake againft Gad, and againft Mofes | f(?rm
{aying, wherefore bave ye bronght e out of Egypteo | i
dye in this wildernefs? For there 15 #o bread, neithey | A’: y
anywaters awd our [ouls boath this light bread. i f

Hete Godsown suffitution, thatonce was welcome | ¢y
tothem, and beingnew, they was mighty eager aftex | Iftap
it,-infomuch thac chey could difpence with breaking a | 90;1\’
faw, to gather it’ as Exod, 106 at‘large proves. | W’ﬂ;
where we read of its fir(t inftitution ' this Manna thag, 174
the Holy Ghoft, Pfal. 78. 2§.-calls Angels food'; i ﬁg
they now loath, ~and eall light bread; this Maray | y
thongh Gods ownappointment, 'that fed them tothie [
full; and was to continue wich chem till they come to l in%it‘
eat the old cornin the Land of promife, ‘Fofs. §. 12, ¢
yet this they loathunder its conftant injoyment, and‘t %
wifh for Egypts food again, |y ‘J

How zealous were perfons in this age, twenty op M,]
thirty years ago, when truth begunmore clearly to ,J
break forth 2 no coft or earlys pains mattered ; happy | ,1"']
were they that could come fooneft ; then were affem. ‘ g
blies crouded ;' good menincouraged to labour, Gods ! ny‘;
name delightfully worfhipped; infomueb, that withy

out wrong one might fay, fince fuch days the Kingy! i

domof Heaven have fuffered violence, and the violgnﬁf ’Mw‘
take it by fore. , T
Is God’s hand fhortned, that fuch workings of heagty
are noc now as was then? Is notnow affemblies?s;, "‘
performances [mall, [eldom and late? s it becaufe




| Signsof & Dying or decaying Chriftian, 5
" God is a Wildernefs to bis people ? Isit not becaule
b they fifeir under fulnefs  Doth not manyrun too
| and fro, that knowledge is increafed, and fonsand
# daughters prophefie » How then may this ferve to re
ﬂ buke that flothful Spiritin any, that are carelefs to
il affemble, and calls on them to be reftlefs with God,

till they arcagain reftored vo fuch a Spirsz of zeal, s
4 they had in the days of their firft Efpoufal ; Ixkewarm-
I 7efs here, being that inlet-fin, to {piritnal fpoiling 3
dlfappointing God of graciousopportunities to inrich
f them. and thorow this neglectance, offers daring oc-
J cafion to the Devil to tempt them; Doth noc the ho-
# ly Apoltle; Rom. 10. 14, 15. plainly imply anim-
§ poffibility of believing in him, of whom they have
not heard ? And how (hall they hear, fuith he, without
a Preacher, as it is written 7 how beautifulare the
feet ‘of them that preach the Gofpel of peace, an
# bring glad tidings of good things? doth not this
ﬁ faying, in fo many wordsdeclarethereafon of perifh-
g
{

!

| ing, to bewantof knowledge ? Hol. 4, 6 Andthe
capfe of ignorance, the want of preaching : How doth
this then commend Godshigh approbition of ‘affem-
bling, it being the proper feafon for preaching. 'Then
| they that feared the Lord. Spake often oneto anether,
ltf and the Lord heardit, and abook of remembrancewas
§ written before bivs, for them that feared the Loxrd,
ﬁ and thonght upon bis name : Tn anevil ime when ma-
Ny grew weary, and faid, it isa vain thingto ferve
f# .the Lord, and what profit isit that we have kept his
 ~ordiminces; and walked mournfully before him ; then
i fuch as met often, were highly efteemed of in Gods
i account. .
4 Alas! Alas} Ts not preaching, tliough accompanis
f ed with never fo much inward and outward pains-
Jl taking, then matter of fcorn to ftanders by who live
gl S B vainta




6  Sigusef aDying ordecaying Chriftian,
yainly ; alfo grateful to the Devil owr grand adverfary,
when few attend it, and of thofe, moft part flar, low,
indiSpofed, and weary, having little fpiritual life op
vigor in them; on whom common cuftom to affemy
ble, hath eaten out the fpiritual relifh that fhould be

in them : but I fhall clofe this with Gods counfe], ¥

Heb, 10. 24, 25 Let s confider one anather, to pro-
woke wnto lo:e, and good Works. Not forfaking the
affembling of onr Jelves together, as the manner of fomse
i1 but exhorting one awother, and fo muchthe more,
s we may [eevheda) approching.  For if we finwil.
fully after that we bave received t_hg knowledge of the
sruth, there vemainethnomore facrifice for fin. Doth
not this difmal conclufion, . 26 proffer ic felf, as
the moft probable end of fuch as ceafe toaffemble,
and makes way for their fearful and inevitably ruine 2
thall any dare then to contentthemfelves with light
excufes, to hinder their affembling, and not rather
provoke and exhort one another to fo good 4
work 2

But I fkall conclude this firlt Sign of dying ol

Chrift, with offering briefly three Remedies hoy i¢
‘may be removed, wherebegun, or prevented, whiere
like to come.

Firft, confiderand lay to heart;. That to affemb]q

is a very weighty duty, andgequires all your heare, |
3

qfa.55. 3« Encline your car and come sntome, Heay
and your fonls fball live ; fee Prov.8. 34, 35, Bleffe)
% the man that beareth me, warching dayly at my gare;
waiting at the pofls of my doors: fg

firndeth life, and [ballobtain favonr of the Lord - Plaj

ly noting, that diligent hearkning, which cannot hg
withour affembling, istheway tolife ; therefore no:‘
to. be flghdy looked at, Aéls 3. 23. Ewry [,
that Will not hear this Prophet, [ball be cus off froms g

Per

&

moxgft the People,

or who(o find eth mc:‘
n- |




7
%" Perfons may think it light thing to forbear hear-
W} ing and an offence only to the affembly ; but God will
f ount it a defpifing him, and the means he hath or-
i3 dained ; 7he { bildren of Ephraim being armed, and
Wi carrying bows, turned backsnthe day of Batrel : they
ﬁ kept not Gods Covenant, but refufed to walk in his Laws

]f Yherefore the Lord beard this ; and afirewas kindledin
M i wrath againft Jacob 5 For their beartswas wot right
M With God, - e
M Let us take heed therefore, that we refufe not him
gf that fpake from Heaven; but as we muft confider,
[ thatit is a weighty duty to affemble, fo icrequires that
’yﬁ'We come with all our hearts ; this God calls for, and

" where it iswanting, performances will not be accep=
[t kable : This people draw nigh me with thest mouths,

b and honowr me with ibeir lips but their beart 5 s
from me: 1. 29. .13, itis Gods complaint by 7 ere-
minh, Fndah bath wat turned to me with her while

f beart, but faimedly; with a heart, and a heart,'2
pJ heart as much a contrary way, as that way ; they
o were indifferent, as willing not to turn as to turis
mé’d this makes offeringsto be abhorred, the contrary by
p Chriftians muft be made ar, Bleffedare they that [éek
W him with theirwhole beart, Pll. 119, 25. Lefs thers
) the whole heart begets jarring, prevents harmony,
¢ hinders che fpiritual building, )
d 2. A fecond Remedy is to confider, thatitisnot
- poffible to prevent this {pirit of indifferency, butby
jife continuing as induftruousto keep what ye have gained,
i~35 You were to get it, the prayers, the tesrs, the
ﬁ fearchings of heart, the artentive heaving, and fre-
F

Signs of & Dying or decaying Chriftian,

_——

W gwent’ aflemblings, that you in order to your firft
Efpouial did diligently follow, you muft {tillhold on
# 103 that you may keep and increafe the fame, for the
f Promifes run in no other channel, Prov. 2, 4. be
: thow
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thow feck for wifdom as for filver, and fearch for it 45 |
for bidtreafure : Then fhalt thou wnderfband the fear of |
the Lord, and find thekueWiedge of Ged., Hof, 6.3, F

T hew fuall We kzow, sf we follow onto knaw the Lorg,
bis going forth i prepared as the morwing s and be bal
come tous as therain y thelaster and former rain ung,
she earth. God will be to fuch. as follow ori to know
him in his way, as the former and latter rainisto the
earth, which without it is dry and barren, but being
refrefhed therewith, provesgreen and fruicfuol,

Now alas, perfons when once they are gotten into
Chrif’s Fold, think their work well nigh done 5 but
God knowsit is but then begun, their Labour before
was but to come into the vineyard, and therelam
fure they muft not bejd/e 3 they areput there to Work,
to be lights to others, and fhew forth Chrifts virtues,
and there God will prune them, drefs them, watep
them, but it is thac they may be fruitful, elfethey
muft be placked up as cumberers of the ground . do
not therefore think your work is now necer done, for

' you are but now begun, youarenow entred into the
War ; lifted under your Captain: Chrilt Jefus, “and
muft till death, continue fighting, friving, and ever.
coming, that at lalt you may overcome . therefore jf
youread, prayed, fafted, watched, weeped, aflembled
much before, now do it much more;- 2. Cor. 5. gy,
labonr, ( or made a bufines of it.) tobe accepted of
God 5 and faith the holy Apoftle St Peter, writing to
them which had obtained like precious faith, through
the righteoufnefs of God and Jefus Chrift our Saviour .}
and had efcaped the corruption that is inthe world
through luft, exhorts them, o give all diligence ;
add to their faith, virtue, and to virtuwe kpowle dges
and to knowledge temperance, and to temperance par;.

ence, - and to patience godlinefs, andro godlinefs brothey- | |
5y
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i dy kindnefs, and to brotherly kindmefs love ; for if thefe
ithings be in yom dnd abound, they make you neither bay-
M"" wor unfraitfnl ; But if they lack thefe things , they
ave blind, ‘and cammot f[ee afar off, bur have forgossen

b
H they Was purged from their old fins, 3 Pet. X1, 2. One
g would think chat perfons that had gone thus far, ‘asto
#l obtain like precious faith with Gods ele&, and were
i purged from their old fins, having efcaped ( or were
,zﬁ‘ €fcaping ) the ‘corruption tharisin the world through
;q Inft, might have well nigh dooe theit work, yet the

. holy Ghoft here thews them, that now their work is
,d but begun ; and faith, they muftgiveall viligence ;
N, fo faint - Paul to the Philippians. Chap. 2. ra: My
b" 5r¢tloren, as you have alwases obeyed, beth in f”] pres
,‘[1 fence, and abfence 5 work ont your ows falvatyo? with
i Fear and trembling ; - from' all this ‘we may learn,
f# that its not beingidlein Chrifts Vineyard, if it coftus
much diligence to getin, it muft coft s much mMoe
tokiep i+ foT fhall conclude:this fecond Remedy
with the holy Ghofts counfel to the Church of the
J\ Hebrews, Chap, 6. 11, 12. Anv we defive that cver)
0 one of yom ( mark it well) dofbew the Came DENEENCE
4 20 the foll affurance of hope totheend, that yo# be not
ol floachfinl, bur followers of them, “who throngh faith
W and patience inberit the promifes.
d Thirdly, a third Remedy may be this, that you
';f would- humbly and conftantly ¢ndeavour to profit
d‘ fomething in cvery affembly, make it your care to be
f- ftill doing or getting good ; ehen you are about your
¢l ~ days-work, ‘content not your felves to come together
¢ from day today, 4nd waitunder the miniftry, going
-away without gain; but come to the affembly with
fenfibility  of many things you yet want ;- chis will
§ quicken your zeqf, ripen your expeation, and pre-
¢ parew.y for God thatdelights to be richin giving, to
give yourichly, : You

A=

=
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10 Signs of aDying or decaying Chrifiian;

much, if you are little fenfible of yourwants; and
God will give youlittle becaufe you will be but capable
to improve little, for wherethe fenfe of wantislow
there the Pulfe God-ward will beat Faintly ; and 00e
thing more doth occafion this indifferency to affemble, *
then fecing it amount to litcle in the profit and advan.
tage to perfons that are frequent in attending, it makes
them count, better ftay at home, than be never the
Better for their meeting together, Mal,3.14.  Tou
bave [aid it is & vain thing to ferve the Lord 5 and

what pro
Walbez nfoﬂrnfullj before the: Lord of Hofts = They,

went not farely ‘the right way to exped profit, nor |

had their eye upon right profit; buc fomething they
did propofe to themfelves in coming that they gotnot
and fo cries out, it isin vain to ferve bim 3 it is éven
thus among profeffors, ~ Now, if they fee meetings
come to little, though the fault be Onlyin themfelves,
it ‘tends to make them think lightly of affembling .
Who ie theve among you, faith God ;- Mal. 1,10, thas |
Wonld fout the doors for nanght, orkindle a firevn my
Alrar for naught 5 be that ploweth , ploweth in hope
and be that [oweth, (oweth in hope 5 thatis, perfong
that do work, expe and count upon fruit therefrom
they will not do it for nothing, andindeed it is b
reafonable, he thae plants a vineyard fhould drink of the
wine thereof ; great layings out, preparing the heart fop
expedations of great returns, and when perfons do lay

out,and count upon anfwerable returns ; asthey righ.,

teoufly may, Godbeing pleafedchey fhould, and thig ©
coming to pafs tends much to their encouragement,
Object. But fomemay. fay,I have gone (long to the

affemblies,and gone on purpofe fenfible of manywanes

You will profic little, though you want neverfo !

+ is it that we bave kspe bts ordinances, and. LI

it

and have counted upon to profit, ( ashere you dired
me)
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jiime ) yet for all this I am ready to grow weary, forl
fee it come to little, Iam fill fhallow in my ander-
! ftanding, and weak in my memory. : :
Anfw. 1 fhall anfwer this objedtion two ways :
# 6irft, by praying you to enquire, whetherthat little
you do know and havelearned, you doput into pra=
o Qice ; What can ingage God more to teach youte
¢l know more, then walking up to what you do know
# Oh. thow that art namedthe honfe of Jacob , s the fpi=
'ﬂi rit of the Lord [Fraitned, are thefe bis doings? Doch
4 1ot my Wo3s bo good to them that walk upightiy,
,l Mica. 2, 7. fee to it, whether you five not muc
o fhort of what youdoknow, andif you find you do,
Ji as fome fuch defe& muft needs be the canfe why you
£ profie fodicele, then you will fee great reafon Go
# fhould not truft yon wich five Talents, fecing youim-
prove not two,
# ' But fecondly, fecing you do proficfittle, A5e trou”
blen mnch, let it beyonr burthen ; while perfons in
| affembling’gain butlictle, and ace but fittle croubled,”
they are not like to have their condition much mend=
# ed: To come oftenand profitlittle, is very fad ; but
I to be unfenfible of ones wantsis much fadder : W here-
as on the contrary, to beinwant, and fo fenfible of
# ones want, that they go burthened up and down, 15
§ thebeit way to get remedy 3 when Fofeph was in affli-
# Qion, fome that were concerned to bear part of his
burthen, were fo unfenfible, that God complaios a-
i gainlt them, Awmos 6.6, They were nos grieved at the
affliction of Jofeph; they werc {o far from ealing
' bim, or frecing themfelves from provoking of God
L to bring them into fuch like trouble, that they were .

not. fo much as grieved ; had no burthen upon theay

) were therefore fic matter to be indeed defervedly”
brought themfelves into the like condition; a moft
:  remark«

!
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Temarkable and profitable example , if heeded py ﬁt{i';
by Chriftians; wehaveto this very purpofe, in z 49_, Vbirf‘ p
#iel that holy man, Chap. 9. v. 2. whenhe pnder.
ftands by reading, that there were a number of yeqp, ‘h,ﬂw
for Jernfalems capiivity, how was he burthened thy, 1‘;"&
he might knew it, is evident, if you read but whqg jy ;f‘“d
he did, . 3. I fer my face to ﬁfek the Lord God by c,dvgﬁ
prayer and [upplication 5 with fafting, and fack.clor), f{lige
and afbes; behold here a gracious pattera for Chriftj, [
ans, that want to know great things from God, Daniey [f
fets his face unto the Lord, with fuchqualifications at. [#%4
tending this performance, as though-Daniel would be ﬂ,wrgﬁ] ;
content with no denial ; 0 Chap. 10.2, 3. A thing [0
was vevealed to Daniel, busthe timaﬁppoxnted Was long . ?oﬂ‘wf
In thofe days, 1 Daniel was wosr#ing three full weeks |
T eas no pleafant bread, neithercame flefb, nor winein
my mouth, till three Whole weeky were fulfilled : That
fuch manner of burthen and troubllc a; this, tatthe M.'
nes ignorance, is not only the way to gep {4/
g::)f; t‘.)fl;)ut infeed a moft acceptable way with G(g) d, ( M' |
and fo liked as to fpeed prefently. - ;
Let 'us fee then what is writtenin Dane 9. 23, 4; ﬂ
rhe Weginning of hy fnpplication, ( mark thar ) | 41
the Commandment: came forth, and Lam come ta floew [(\|\
thee s therefore wnderftandthe matter, and confidey ¢, ,”al
wifion. Had not Daniels Suppllcaglpns, Fafting, [l I
Sack. cloth and Afhes, proved a prevailing caufe wich M
God, to fend an- Angel to make him underfland , ’Mﬂ‘
W herefore ferves this thus written? Atthe bfginf # ‘ﬁ
ning of thy Supplication ; {0 Chap. 10.12. An Ap. nﬁz
gel (aid inavifion, Fear not Daviel, 102 fram she firft g

day that thow didft fes thy heart to snderfrand,  gny Wt
chaften thy foud before thy God , thy wordswere heqr, |0t
and I am come forth becanfeof thy words. ' Dothngp |y

all this call upon’ Chriftians to do three things,

Fxx_'[} B
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Fﬂ g I_?xr&,, to get a mighty fenfe of their ignorance,

ecde WWthh 15 the grand caufe they do not profit,

e, l:nd“‘ Secondly, - to be greatly burthened that it is fo with
ﬂl:hem

he
::r of y&&

od chit Thirdly, to fet their faces towards the Lord God!
bep baby prayer and fupplication, withoutceafing, both to
jbu“’:”;b cand to abide otherwife :  Is not the Prophet Damiels
"”{G'ml}wm‘“g for our learning, and to encourage us to take
/"kl;:iﬂi'the fame courfe? God forely diflikes the contrary,
o G ,”'d]f 4. 32.9. Rife up ye women thar are ateafe, ((DOC
)d,‘D‘a‘trOUbk‘d or bu[‘[hCHCdb ) hear my woyce Je t‘dﬂ[t[!
Canm;; beDa%ghters, and be trombled: Thusmuch may ferve to
ob 7 inform a willing mind, how to get from under the
A7 5POWer of this Dying Sign of indifferency 10 Aflemble,
W)lﬂ::”{;’ and {0 pafs to the fecond. %

f ’ ’ ——————

s/
it CHAP. I L.

" qethe T
% :0 get C""’f”m"g three Canfes of wearine(s to [piritnal wor-
;f:yh Gody  J7Ps andthe principal Reafons thereof.

L O STGN T
k fh;’;g Hen in your (olemneft. Worfbip, yoe4r¢
pe 18 quickly weary withowt warrantable canfe.

%d’r.;gb It is poffible to come to this pafé, ar but afeeming
Falt it’ occafion, " and perfons creaze fome kind.of pretence
oft Wd; “l,:hy they are weary ; if it happen thac at fome time

erftd in'*‘“t €y are not{o parcicularly and perfonally concerned,
e bef 0 in that part of Gods Worthip, where they are pre=
AN " €nt 5 1t fo falling out, that the matter Godis intreat-
1 the /:”' eg about,  they are not fo at want in, or what is preach#
iy o ie > they to fome confiderable degree areinformed
L ¢ 3 already: This may fall out in numerous Congrega~

0% tions,: : : e ;
);fb tons; ‘where differcnt conditions, minifters dnﬁ’:‘:_rent
0 ;éif“’r occafions -




