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. T o the %ight JVorJhipful and 

my ever Honoured (jood 

F r i e n d , Sir T H O M A S 

F O S T E R K ^ i g h t i O n e 

o f H i s M a j c f l i e s f u f t i c e s o f 

the T^eace f o r the Qomty o f 

M i d c l l e f e x and S u r r e y . 

Right Wo.-^n^ftil. 

UNthankfu lnefs i s not only ^fin.,hut ii 
is ranked amonf;ft thofc Capital fiaSy 
that a r e o f the U(i times ; and 

^ ha th a general mark in the ho ly 
^f. Scriptures, not barely to Mafe ChriftiafiS 

f^do^v Heathens, but indeed below bruit 
Beafts ; for the Ox ackxiorv/eHoeih his Owner^ 

<^»d the A(\e his Rafters Crih.^ 
T h i s Coni iderat ion , w i t h many more, 

^-otumands me to cncjuirc into the t ru th , and 
• ""•^^tnefs o f my Dsht to your iver(hipf whofc 
p i f t Favours I can mcnt ipn, hin x\c^jcr,Req»itez 
X et by Gods grace and help, w i l l ever rememj 
'er, and acknowledge, where ever Occaf ipa 

^^"^"^^^f to i\\G day of my death. 
A n d bccaufe your Fa i th fu l , U n m e r i t t c d , 

and every way Unrequited. ICiadosfs may livQ 
A ^ w h e n 



The Epiiik Dedicatory, 
w h e n l am gone ;, not only to induce others 
\o fuch Cojppaif jon^te A d s of .Mercy, i n t ime i 
o f Extremity ; but that my Chi ldren aUb may 
have an honourable remembrance of Your 
Name &nd Deeds tQ their pooror j t e langui lh-
j n g father., wh i le buried alive in the wor f t o f 
I»^/ / / i&Prirons , that they may ftill rpad over, 
what both their Father underwent, and your 
W o r f t i i p relieved f r o m , when others, f u f l i -
cicntly obliged, d id dec l ine ; wh i l e your f c l f 
neither accepting Common Acknowledge-
l?ient, nor regarding t he f t r eng tho f O p p o l i t i -
o n , or other Reflexions of being fp much con
cerned for one wholy a ftranger to your felfc, 
and under names oiContempt or Faf)attcifme. 

Yet in unwearied Indeavours after once you 
took the t a jk i n hand , were fo far f rom 
declining, that jn conjunf t ion w i t h this mhlft 
^riHciiile., fure GoA. raided, yon up to regard the 
di i l rcfs o f a ftranger, and his poor wife and 
feveral fmal l children ; w h i c h Principle ftill 
carried you through thof^ many oppolitions 
that befell y o u : ye t l ikearefolved W a r r i o u r , 
d id attempt a l l Indeayours for a thorow C o n -
queft o f what you had once-begun. A n d now, . 

Dear Sir, pardon my boldnefs, and plcafa 
to give me leave at this tinie to remember you , 
o f what i n duty to God , I ought never to fo r 
get ; namely, i n Attguft 1 6 6 i . 1 was feizcd by 

, a W a r r a n t f rom the then Secret.iry ef State^ 
and committed clofc Prifoner to the <^ate^ 

Hotife. 



7ht Epi§ik Dedicatory. 
,̂  Hoft[e^t\£on, upon Suggcftion of Printing a 

^ J l Book entituled,T/^<r year of Prodigies: though I 
if'',, • 'new not w h o Pr in ted i t . The re I was t ru ly 
' r j burinl 4/ive , i t being a Pr i fon fametts for 
f '1 "Ppf'e^ton tfpoor Prisoners, as many bcfidesmy 
I!;''' f c l f can notor ioufly wi tnefs ; fo r as foon as I 
/Of' I Was brought th i ther , a Stern G«der locked me 
I iJp, and faid, 1 muf t not fce.nor have the liberty 
hU o f any of Relations or acquaintance to vifitme 
, w i thou t fpecial Order f r o m the Secretary firft 

obtained. T h i s looked l ike Cold entrance, to 
)4j one unacquainted w i t h fych a Condi t ion ; 
P oil ^ ^^•">»^f> I then deferved tvorfe at ^ods hands} 

But to a t i t t l e , this and much more 1 found 
to be as t ruly performed as promifed, for I was 
locked up in a R o o m , where I neither had 
Cha i r nor Stool to reft on, and yet ten S h i l 
l ings the week muf t be the p r i ce ; and ere I 
had been there three nights, feven Pounds and 
« f t een Shil l ings was demanded for prefent 
I^ces; that is to fay, five Pounds to free me 
"om wearing front,- ten Shillings for my E n 
trance week Lodgin^.f ive Shillings my Sheets, 
hve Shill ings G a r n i m mony,thf; reft for T u r n -
Key Fees, c^c. I d c f i r c d , being a ftrangerfo 
•their Cuf tome, a few dayes t ime to confider 
J ' f ^ i t ; w h i c h was granted : In wh ich f :a fon , 
I had the happinefs, late at n ight , or early i n 

ie morning, t o f t a n d u p upon a h igh Table , 
•Jnd lay mine ear to t l ic fide R o o f o f theRoom. 
17 w h i c h means, through the affedionatcen-

dea-



The Ef]Jik Dedicatory, 
dcavovirs of a w o r t h y Prifoncr,- and hid wor - . 
t h y Companions dofe Prifoners alfo, ( t h a t ^ 
muf t , to lend me any converfe, lie a l l along 
upon the ground, and call at fome Crevrfe, hut 
biclfed be God , they were , f r o m fence o f 
v h a t they did undergo'e, befet w i t h fuch S/«?-
t^fhy towards me, that ftill I had their ear i n 
fuch a manner, and at fuch feafons,) whom I 
acquainted w i t h the Keepers Demands, dch-
r i n g t o k n o w what Juft Cuf tomed id require: 
from whom (as after the fame was confirmed 
by the then Secretary;) Tha t i t was not W a r 
rantable, by any known Law of E»gU»d, to 
require five pounds to buy o f f wearing Irons : 
U p o n w h i c h , I save this anfwer ; 1 d id not 
underftand any juft caufe I had given for fo fe-
verc an Impr i fonmcnt , much lefs to pay fuch 
Fees; for wh ich I was neither able nor w i l -
l i n g / u p o n w h i c h , many Cruel Indeavours 
were ufcd, to exaft a Confent f r o m me, and 
my affli5led mfe not fuffercd to fpeak w i t h me 
b u t i n the prefencc o f the Keeper, and a f tc ra 
chargeable OrdeAox fo much Priyilcdge f i r f l : 
obtained: N a y rpany times Orders denyed 
again and again for my Friends admittance to • 
m e ; and my W i n d o w Cafements muf t bo 
nailed up, t h a t l fhould pot have the benefit 
o f that Common Aire w h i c h is every Slaves 
B i r t h - r i g h t . A n d when Proyi l lon was fcnt 
me for myncceflary fupport , though a l i t t l e 
ferved, my Stomach fo failed to eating, beinj* 
" • •• ^ ' ' ^ ' • ' f b 



^ 7he Epinie Dedicntory, 
/ o c l c f e f l u i t u p , y c t t h a t muft be kept f r o m 

l,i)'5me, and frequent forced Fafts impofcd on 
me; and however, w h a t was fent for my d i n -

j l ) / ner at twelve by the care of fome lov ing Re-
^,/r| iations that l ived recr the Pr i fon , mufl: be 

given me at four or five a c l o c k ; at w h i c h 
icbrtime I ufual ly muft ; and i f meat 

were b rough t , I Qiould be fure to want 
M heer or brtAd : fo that at laf t I was {orccd to 

jj^i; devife a way to get ay?fand/^rf^i^i j to be let 
down by n igh t at the w i n d o w , to convey 
fomerer ref t iment tome. • .bf^O. •'•'J--

The fc Cruelties fprcading abroad, occaU-
onedapplicationsto a higher power to obtam 

' / / fomc r e f p i t ; but i n the general, things con-
t inued at this pafs for fomc twelve wceks; m 
w h i c h t ime, for but receiving a note at the 

J key hole by an open Prifoner, fent f rom my 
f f poor w i f e , then fick and weary w i t h grief and 
^f"] fuccefslefs travels about my rclcafe, the harm* 

lefsneighbour that brought i t was fecurcd> 
ill'' ' and rayfelftakenQutof thisrCpmCfufficient-
ZtJ'. l y bad, as 1 thought and fe l t ) and put into a-
,fi nother, neer twenty dayes hopelcfs andhelp-
.())'^-lefs in a v i f ib le way , ( y e t to Gods praife 
/ -be i t fpoken, then leaft a Prifoner though 
K m o f t f o ; ) being locked up in a T r a p - R o o m , 

where I could hardly be heard w i t h h o U o w -
i n g , i t being a place where fuch condemn* 

ffj ed to death arc ufually Secured. In this t ime 
iJiore than th i r ty p 'Und was fpent to attempt 

i\ • my 



7he Epijlh Dedicatory, 
tny relcafe,but a l l in c f f e d u a l : T n c n was A p -
plicat ion made to the Ki/igs Bench Barrej | 
where I had four or fivr chargeable Wliif /M 
Corpus before the Cruel uualer would obey to 
b r ing me to the Ban e. 

l i p o n this, my afHided wife was advifed 
( y o u r honoured Father being then C h i e f 
Juf t ice) to befeech your W c r l b i p , to view 
the Brcviate of my Cafe, I being the next day 
CO be brought before the Judges, both fhe and 
my fe l f were perfed^ftrangers to y o u ; yet i t 
pleafed God , upon your hearing oiir grie
vance, ro a f fcd your heart w i t h fuch a mea-
lure o f CompalTion, that you undertook the 
w o r k , and never ceafed t i l l i t was compleated 
w h i c h i n tvvoTcrms.more was brought about 
notwichftanding the ^/>nfiderable oppofi t ion 
and fuggeftions of fome Inftruments to the 
jConcrary, C but here i t may be reraembred as 
an Addi t ion to the habit of Cruelty attending 
that Prifon ) I no fooner was remanded back 
by the J u d ^ s t i l l a convenjcnt day of hearing 
i n the Te rm fo l lowing , but the Goaler thrul t 
me into the Common R o o m or Dungeon, 
where I remained for twenty dayes or m o r e , . 
bccaufe I could not raife him feven pounds to - . . ' 
wards Chamber rent at that inf lanr . **• < 

A n d though my ufage was hard, your ho
noured Father, to the praife o f his juf t mc-
m >ry, gave patient hearing to al l my C o m 
plaints ; fufHciently d i fda in i^g the ufsige , ' 

and 



TheEpme Dedicatory. 
i^and commanding the Keeper for time to come 

i^J'lit might be mended ; a l fo w i l l i n g me to Indite 
)^'\im i n the fame C o u r t ; and when I to ld 

his Honour my mony was fpcnt ^ he was 
Ijl^ pleafed to reply, i t fiiould be done at the 

,[ Courts Charge, I only Prcfccute^ and i f i t 
f . i hou ld happen t i l l my Legal Releafe I fhould 

die w i t h fuch i l l ufage, the Keeper Qiould be 
tO*'| indited Tor his L i f e . 
1 ^ W o r t h y Sir, while other Council took our 

mony and declined to fpeak anlwerable to the 
, f t ru f t repofcd in t h e m ; your felf, gratis, &ood 
l(f f a i th fu l ly by me to the laf t . 
J C'* Pardon, Dear Sir, my being fomthing tedi-

ous i n this Repeti t ion, wh ich I t h c r a t h e r a m 
bold in ; that you might fee the great flavery 

i¥\ God made you the fo!& inf t rumcnt to deliver 
me f r o m ; and that your name and deeds may 

J l ive f re fh in the memory o f me and mine, 
•P^ while t ime lha l l endure w i t h us on th i s f idc 
M thc (?rave. W o r t h y Sir , this Imprifonmcri t 

ct if t me above one ^undred and th i r ty pounds, 
jfi"! and above f ix Mon ths Capt iv i ty i n that cruel 
[iC Goa l , befides the Ibfs of my (l iop, and Trade 

w h i c h remained out o f my hands for t w o 
/ • -years to fuch detriment I am fcarce yet rcco-
ji'^'^vered f r o m ; I have had nine or ten Impr i fo t i -

menrs and Reftrajnts more, fome of them 
K confiderably chargeable, yet your heart and 
/ ear is open at a l l times to giye your beft a f l i f t -

/ a n c c j f t i j l ^ w ^ , only becaufc you arc fure ly 
ra i -



The Epiftle Dedicatory, 

t a i f c d o f G o d , to be my F r i e n d ; wi thout the 
•kaft merit of mine, only; H i ? ^ ( r c j f t ancj 
y out good Nature, • - v-' > 
. T h i s leads me. Dear Sir, to the rcmcm-
fcrancc of that never to be forgotten farther 

of your kindnefs i n the height o f that 
dreadful Plague upon poor London^ wh i le the 
providence of God afforded me for my fc l f , 
W i f e and feveral f m a l l C h i l d r e n , a l i t t l e 
|>Iacc of rcfpi t , in a Vi l lage ncer Darkift in the 
County o f 5«^ r i7 ; where, when what l i t t le 
money I had, upon the fo re l igh to f that D 6 ' 
luge coming upon London^ gathered together 
t o maintain us wi th bread, was ncer f p e n t ; a 
very black Cloud feized on me, and many un
due and unjuft fuggeftions were laid againft 
nic , by fome evil and bulic Inftruments o f mi f -
ch ie f : that becaufe I wasan ^rtA-Ubtifl^ as 
they are called, or phamtiqnet I muft therefore 
be looked upon, asdifafFeetcd to the Gqjfern-
ment. So that though the Cloud feemcd to a-
r t f eou t o f the N o r t h Gountrey.yer upon fome 
poor innocent pcrfons i n that County and 
my fclf , part o f i t muft f a l l : fo i n ftiort, I was 
ordered to VFindfcr: at this ftrait, money be
i n g almoft gone, and how long Gods hand_\ 
might remain upon poor Londof)\ wherchcnce 

I got my bread, none but the fame God knew. 
\ Yet go I muft , nc twi thf tanding a l l my p!ea-
dings,and importuni ty o fmaqy ftrangers w i t h 
^cars, that feemcd to have pitty^ qn my prefent 

cafe. 



The EfiHle Mediatory, 
j, cafe, re f led ing upon the fad Providence by, 
jjliOH' Jcafon of the Plague, that had feparated m . 
,,^(/i'kna rny fami ly f r o m our mof t native hahi<^^ti>\ 

. o n . a l l the favour I c o u l d obtain, and t h f i t ^ I 
,f(tf| Gentleman of his o w n good nature gayCr 
(„K pledge for , was,, that upon my parroU, if;A. 
^[fll'; would ride f q early and lat<;, as to be at the 

Garter i n rrindfor i\cu morfl ing by ninei tO/ 
meet the Guard and my fel low Pnfoners, I . 

, I ' ' Ihould then in joy the r r iv i lcdge o f ridings 
w i t h o u t Guard ; this obtained, 1 fpcedcd ;e» : 

f my Journey, and left halle of that l i u i c m o n e y 
J 1 had ( w h i c h was grown low) w i t h my i p r - j 
/ r o w f u l wi fe and Chi ldren for their relief, and; 
/> took the reft to buy me bread in the.CatiJCj-, 
^/ where undoubtedly 1 muft have lodged, uil^ 
/ ruined, hadno t God ftirrcd ^ Q ^ ' ^ ^ f ' ^ ^ " 
/H" CompafTion i n the way, for coming lat^ to 
r//.' PoHers, where I was treated, I'lker a neer 

K i n f m a n than a P r i f o n e r ; you no f o o n e r 
heard m y ftrait, but w i r h a l l chearfulnefs,as : 
God had fa id verbally, Go with thhpoor rrjan, 
and /land by him* in alt his Trmbles. 
called fo r your Cleark to make ready againl t : 

' l ' ' ' e ight next morning a l l things conyenicrit f f t f ^ 
.yl̂  your paffage to the Garterai f^rindfor, w h i f h . 
' / 1 we l l remember, to your perpetual honour m 

k fpoken, thcfe were your words : Mr. SmJtn, 
J Irvill ( with Gods te^e ) with thee ; dpd 
1 my Cleark (hall get three Horfes ready by eight . 
,i in the morntni. and, thm (ha/t k f f p thy yvord I 
)i ' • 



Ike Epiiiie DeJkatdrji, 
fir'we mxy, with much eafe, he there hy nint ; 
AriA that is the hour it [eemeth your e»gagemex>U 
lieth upon you to perform. Th i s , your Noble* 
Promife, was as t ru ly performed; and whea 
# c arrived at the carter, the Souldiers waj t -
cd ready for their Prifoner. then you were 
plcafed to call for their Captam, and demand 
What accufations was laid to my charge, and 
T d immediately, upon youf i m p l i a t behef o f 
L protcftediniocency, repa.r to the Honou-
r a b l e L o r d ^ . . ^ . « ^ t h c n Conftable o f . m i / . . ; 

where, in your prcfence I had my Exammat , . 
on , and to your G lo ry be i t fpollen yot, were 
plcafed frankly to ofier your felfbody for body, 
yea to insage a l l you had in the wor ld on my 
behalf: which I fhal l f m not to remember and 
repeat, aUhongh I can never recjuite. U p o r j 
W h i c h i w a s d i f m i f l e d , a n d to admiration of al l 
that knew what had been fuggefted, was let 
free w i t h this promife f rom his Honours o w n 
mouth,for fuch wrong I ftiould fare the better. 
While I remained in the County- Thus ha th 
your heart 6c hands been ready to do, 5c have 
not been wanting to lend your Purfc upon any ^ 
emergent occafion; and your Houfe hath been 
as a home to mt and mine at al l times: w h i c h _ . 
I l b a l l not ceafe to pray God A l m i g h t y to re-
quite to your fe l f and yours, for I never can. 

T h e PremifTes confidercd, Dear Sir , do not 
t h i n k me rude to be fo bold, feeing 1 can do h o 
mote to perform a Debt , w h k h i n c u r Jour-



^ The B p i f i k Dedicatory. , 
ney to FFindfor, I d id then i n my heart ^ 

('^'j^iodingagetopay, namely, that when ever 
*'^'ps providence would pleafe to open a door, 
o^for my Repr in t ing and publ i lh ing this Book,* 
fc''! would then w i t h Gods good leave, give a 
/ j 'br ief account o f his Mercies t o me and mine, 
I'f'Jin Dedicat ion of i t t o your f e l f ; and if any,^ 
3" fo r t h e f e m y p o o r labours, are bettered, as I 
)" t r u f t , and th rough Grace knovv many have 
r b c e n i n t ime paft , whofeafFedionate importu^^ 

nities, together w i t h my Deb t to your W o r -
'̂1 tiiip, put me upon the ftudy o f many, I t r u f t , 

u fe fu l Addi t ions , proper to the decay-
'5 i n g ftatc o f C h r i f t i a n i t y i n this our Ge« 
S"! neration, as the w i f e G o d , w h o firft put 
t me upon this medi tat ion, and pleafed o f 

his r i ch Grace to give me a word in fea-
|, f o n , not for the ufe o f fuch as do thinfe' 

themfelves i n a h igher O r b , but for them 
, that are mean i n their o w n efteem, I on

l y , and humbly recommend i t . 
A n d n o w . Dear S i r , I having had 

; alwaics f r o m my* firft happy acqaain-
\ tancc w i t h your f e l f , fo large a ftiare o f 
I your heart-love, am the more bold to D e -

-dicate this l i t t l e Book in to your hands: 
freely acknowledging , i f any gain prof i t 
t he reby , next to G o d , the praife is yours, 
by whofe continued favours, under h i m , I 
have been delivered f r o m fuch Perils, as 
o thc rwi fe had prefled mc down into utter 

^ O b l i ' 



i p ^ / e Lfcdicatory, 
O b l i v i o n , or ac Icaft to an incapacity orj 
this Account. 

Thus w i t h my du t i fu l acknowledgment cjc 
your manifold Favours, I do humbly and| 
hearti ly commit you, and a l l yours to tlie ' 
M e r c i f u l Pro tcdion o f A l m i g h t y G o d , be-
fccching h i m fo - to mul t ip ly his Craces up^ 
on you, that you may fee many good and 
happy dayes in t- is l i f t , , and inher i t ever-
l a f t i ng Blelfednefs in t h a t ' w h i c h is to come-
So -praycs ^ , ,-f'*7." 

Ug^ci^ ana ihank-:^ 

,M.|«iiiiByH-i 



i 
T O 

E v e r y J u d i c i o u s a n d C o n f i d e r a t c 

C h r i f t i a n Reader. 

Htrf was mver more need from 
the beglmlng of the Creation to. 
this day , for perfons frof effing 
GodliucfSj^fl ey.ter into t heir C k-
fets, audio retire Into their mofi-
fecretChambers, there taCgm' 
nsmewlth thenffelvet, and TMo.ji 

• , , ferloajly and narrowly to fearch 
their hearts ̂ andtry their r^ayes, whether they he fnch 
V' ̂ '̂̂  f ' h e f i r l Q e ; } andfcvercfifcrHti>^e. acford-
^»gtothe hallance of the SanUtiary, a^d the ToHch-
Jfo^eofthe ScrtptHrct, and ( It may h: ( a Fiery Trla/, 
Y'^^t^ earning upon all t^e tVorld, to try them that 
ap'ellupoK the Earth. Let thefe things l>e ferlopifljcon-
J'f*''''dt„f,ief, aday oi th^ is, rvhorein fuch a pttilti-

. ?yf'^^ff''''''f''^^fi^lfdo ahomd, who have ^n-
Py^djolan^atime of peace and profperlty, which'dr:^ 

»m in themfelves, through oar carnal hearts, ta lull us 
aj. eep ,n the bed of float h ande^rnal StcUzlty, ^nd to 

'^gf( <i ipiritHal Lethargy In the<.9ul. 
fo^wak^enatidtop-ovoks one amhtr t9 thi^ gr^a^ 

1 ' J.,f^ 



T h e E p i f t l c Ded ica to ry . 
dnty, let m call w mwd our former dayes whe^we ^er, 
firfillluml>^atelha.vgreAta^eaU>d t^e^ p^lfefs us^ 
wL care, what diligence, that m rrng n be four,d 

there s a lament able decay aU aecre 1 J J ' 

^nd Uri '""''if f , iniquitv n>iM >boiir,d,ind 

xne lajTiif" j , ^ygtihane only at m Ml aqcs ) 

nvi i the power thereof. : 7»»-3.hg,..>vg _ 

• t^orm-iui, „ftl^^ faff- dayes. ^>id herein m mai 

!%/J7thisoldmr/d. fVearefa'hnmo the 

r/.. ^orje, declining no^ ^nto its dotage. ^^^^ 



E A D E 

' /iL. ^'^'^^'^ " ^hat Servant, that in fuch a day at this is] 
'^'"jfjjiwfP^ ^« Garment iinrpoctcd,^^^^/;;/ Conrdence nn, 
(/y<*^/''5'^> that hath his Lamp burning, aK-d his Lijibt 
>P"^^^.w.uo^ andhts \.o^ns%udcdc,andalmjes exfellirg 
(''.iJ^^^P'pfiredfor his Lords coniirg, BIcfled is that 

/̂WjScrvanc whom his Lord when he comcth fhaJ!- find 

u |t ThedfftgnifthtsefifulngTreat'tfe, (vhich rve re-
V<JtorKmendunt»thj ferioHS ferttfal )istofetforth thejad 
''I •&l^fi'*f'of a'Dyino and Decaying Chtiflian, {hewing 
'^(]/^«'"]ytnptomes, Ciufes and Cures of the Decay of 

jf'^^^^'^^^^'^ogetherwith the Benefit and Means */ 
"''J ̂ ^''.*2rowtb and Incrcafe ^-f Godlinefs, Jsthaumaift 
fi'lJ'em the Title and FrontIfpiece of this Book., 
f i / ^ certainly r.ever more fmtable and feafon-
>Jj 'iblethan at this daj, rvhenas Godlincfs it felf in the 
y ff^^'^ '^»d life of It, is at jo low an ebb,and grows every 
V 1 "^"^^ other, into a feafible Decay andConfum-
V ^j""!' ^^d therefore this Peice needs mt our Cemmen-
J damn bm a greater than IVe are, hath .Avouched this 
J ^^'fdoKie and Authority ire mufi adore; A Woid 
' i V^^lfvoVzn.orfpoken'wfcafon, is like Apples of Gold 
y in Pianrcsot Silver. 

. Por the Author, by that acquaintance roe have -with 
III ivm ne judge hint to be an experienced Chrifiian, and 

°Y '^"f' ^ ' "^ '""'^^'t his 9tj/Inefstodifcern the Signs «f 
flj ^he lime I, and we doubt not but the favowy Chrifitan, 
If/ 'iponthc through reading of his Booh. will iiuke the fame 

'A ' •^^'^der, we (hall detain thee no longer in the Porch, 
enter the Jhufe it {elf: Come and Ic'c vfhether Itfcr-

fl Jorm not, more than we fpeak^. 
. ^'^"'the ilejfiag of Cod go a!ong,mth it, and with 
•'i:i the reading of it, and he that gives feed to the 
•fT^^ndhle{feththter,cre.ile thereof, grant mto m 

I * 2 /ill 



T o t h e j u d i c i o u s ^ &c. 

All thatm m^tyremtmhr oHrfiyfr wayes,anddooitrfirn. 
^ works- and more abn^dantlj ;; that our bfl d'^jes v-A^ 
t o ur lejt dajes, a.d our la(l worhmaf be more i f ^ , 
cnrfull\tlmt^em,jbclrec<ofR>gfM^^^^^^^^ of 
LoUio0HfUnU.g. tban,er»ay bringfo'th mofiu.d 
tefrfr.it-Luroldagcr^he.all ^thcr frees ceafc to 
, i S ir encreafe^ /« ^ word, that we may .a t befoy 
)eua.ijci' I ^^L..,A,y. lord ^all eome a^am 

' ' " ' • ' ' ' [ r t o t m s for C h r i f t s fake , 

l l J r y J f f y , tUmy Deme 
John Gojnold 

T o a l l t h a t a r a c a l l c d ro^ b e S a i n t s , 

in 
ffhcciilhmy Jearr.Uuo.sir,Yo^m^uc Wcil-lU 
r t ether mth brethren and i.ompa>,io»s . 
ff::'FaTi.^l- 6 .«.9<L-nc<4n Nou.air.pton-

re, U.H k:n^h.a.(h..,c Kcnr.S. ex, W surrey 
r^uh all that i. every other ^lace call_ 0po» the Lard 
l i s [..d all ^'^^r,d ubmihe Cny Loadou, 
Cntcra^^d Pcucebe m«lt^pl}ed. 

, _ My dear fdtow Travelers. 

Owevcr it iswiih yon now , ss ro yoiij 
fpirimal Hate, I.am.bold, to affirm, thf t 
the dives of your fir(i ElpDnfal, as<irj 

— - chcnifelves . fo in your own cfiiaiation, 
vcrc very bappy and joyfol djves , and you fo affli, 
a d tor your own form-r Mif-doings, anH fo affca. 

whh v/natgfaci:>tis change, Gydchioiish his^tkh 
Grace 



i he Epiftle Dedicatory, 
Crace then made , t h n vVuh all yo'ir mighr you did 

. , / / i | i i l ingly render np your felves ro Chri(i JeHis Tor 
; y f o n r SaviovK, and uirb ail f,ee affc:(i^io() and bum-

iMi fobrr.ilVion choie biin , or rather clofcd iviih 
>(f Gods own Appointment, ibac ibis bis Son flioiild 

•''̂ ,jf become your King ro.Riileyou, yolu riuf to make 
JAttoncrncnt lor fou, and alio yoor Prophet to Tcaĉ h 

''flifyou; in a word your All in A l l : Tuns arthefjghc 
,;!and fenfc of what Sht and Satanhi^ bei'n, and wliac 

\ j i /nowc/)r / ;^ / f /«/woii Idbeby way of cbsngc , yonr 
'̂ heartswcrc wondeifally t jkcn Dp with adrnidng ibiJ 

fhoycc, that were nor only of Codi p-^rpanng to 
) I^;d^cm yon from.tbc % ^ f / f nr^j/?, but lo Redeem 
fH^ yoii to the hlghejl Glorj ': I I car yout heaus now ibis 

t hings is nor'fo new, is unable to cxprefs what nnce 
(thouoh in ihc time you had Icfs Kpowicdgej yo^ 

ycr -n ld hive reported of this-matter, the fenle of 
.. Wratb then at God* unfolding your condition , bc-

f . nviCo apparet , and tbcnecelTity ot a S^f J W , with-
/cf out which you mull psrlfh. being fo trrgent , put you 
, / i i f o i that thonghtfulnils of heart, wbu to do that 
„•/ you might nor Perljh , but he S Jf-^ED, ani tilled 
# y^ur hearts anrl hands f,) full of bctrej butifief^ i b r j 
/y Husband , f f - f f e , Children , Flonfe.. Land trade rsr'i 
/ ^vhatfoevcr e!le t i l l then had been i/<?rfr(o yon. n;>'V . 

bica-ne (Inn^i in ym^ eHecm; ibus dfd you run • 
'̂•' :H, and of Chrill Jtfus w^ire kno';"" wei!, fonr frult 
'"igj^veet to his tafle , and hve in each anfiverf d 

J ''ive, wirh fufh delii^hr, t bu yo\i conld f*y '-I'b Da' 
V "^''.dt-i'hvm have I in Efeaveyi but thee ? and wham, tn 

mh I f , cowpartfo)} of thee ? Wjs.noc then the h'glic 
his countenince'A'f* fo you , and bi-; .wirbdrivv-

your death > none but Chrift coiild fattsfie you, 
02 talking with him, and whether he is inthc G i t r 

• • - 3 den. 



The Epi(lle Dedicatorf 
dec, or VVildctncfs, or any Solitary place, you muft 
be with him ; nay, rather could yon noz bleed with 
h im, than feafi without him ? chusm nothing m o i ; 
happy than with your Beloved, WDndrin|greatly f t 
th i^rcat Grace, that in fnch a condition fliould find 
VoiKandcofnch 2 coisdhio:. yon : lookback 
o i l to remembrance dayes pxB, was it not thus with 
Vou,andathoufandtimesniore? 
' But how is i t now yoii have fen forr.c of the 

Ghrifls love , and bomcrte heat o^ the day 
3°n fome mearnt = :> Do you love hmi yec more .- ucl 

Jhelnilfc OF yonr So«l rnn this my Hronger and 

(hi.cth More Jd More tl^c perfect ^ ' J / J 
bletofp-akintnuh this to be your condicion .J p c 
So yon g r o w a n d faint in yo.r ^>,d , think.n. 
„ o J c h r i a s . a y t o o . r a i ^ ^ ^ 

1 Knr an evil too too common among Pro-
S s wl'o li^e I f - ' of Old, thought while 
new r^ofl welcome,yet ID its continuance, though 
S ; (which was » J " f ; " .-hy 
St flill' (hoiild be welcome > they Uth M call u 
ilzk Wiad ; thus were their goodnils hkc a mor, 
n f n . doodorearlydew that p^ireth away : In l.kc 
manner, New TeHamenc Churches, that had fau-
and flr,nrin.ing beginnings , yet in t.t^e , comes jo 
han" do'vn their heads, and owvr feeble andfat„t,„ 
,{,clrmhdi. How had the Cm«r^-Chnrch that had 
been chrir Apoflles glory and crown.becotric his/.,-, 
r*«'and<r„V/; what bitter racffagcs doth God lend 



The EpiflleDediatorf . 
J to mofi Of the Churches mAfia, complaining that 

f /- ttiey had fallen from their firft hve , thrcatnmg chcin 
/'VC^ith no kfs then to unchurch and fpew them cnr ot 

hk mouth ; fuch wild Grapes in time , did this oiicc 
1<( flourirtuna Church bring forth ; and ih= very com-
A plaint of leremUh concerning Ifracl in th-^m verified 
»g Chan^. ii.reth^dIflantedtheeaM F>»ewhol 
i"" , a right Seed; how then art thou turned mo a dege-

,11 nerate Plant, of a grange Vwe tome? •, 
My dcacbrcathrcn,thefc»rcnotthc tythofthe Ua 

'̂ 1 inffances that might be aliedged of fuch as o n « wctc 
ri fair and Rouriaiing, yet in continnance of " " ^ f " 

) fad degree left their landing, and fc "ncurrc '̂4,'?^^^ 
y\l fore dilpleafurc andfcverity upon them ; *" J , 
i f t premifed. proves it fo far from bcin-, any of our 
ih pl.efs to be^l>, wcU, though at the rate here iT)cn"0 
4 ned in n J i f f . . f a l dayes, tbattrnly it but 

an adultlo. fooar« /%/ , /« . / - r , i fwe fliaU not 
I" |i wen; for better is the e>,dofathlH than the 
I' / Al l vvhichnoresaChri ians truegood , 3. 
i.\ in a fair beginning, fo both to h^ld on well- a ' 
" hove allto endmlL WhatChriftian is he , tnac 

not tremble then to confider both Old ana 
Tcrtamcnt Churches , what fait beginnings J 
made, and yet what difmal ends they ^f^^, J 
as complains, r j % r j without fmH, ti»ice aa , 
plucked Hp by the roots. , 

The good Lord helpyou my Brethren. «nd fny 
•felf,rolay this thing to heart, that wuh fear and 

• trembling', wc may work through our Salvation and 
from fivft to laft avoldzhn dammng fin ot carmt je-
Zlty! that God knowes doth too too tjjuch rock 
many ProfelFors in our daycs into a deadl} flccp, who 
being once green and flonrifhing, fliU retain a rttong 



Tht E{?iflle Dedicatorf 
bpimon of hereafter glory, though grown as dry and 
barren as the Fig-tree, that Chiili jcfus would noc 
fuffer tofland. 

Thusconfidfing with my felf, andmufingin m ^ ' 
b ind what a/f<!r/«/ thing it would be for me and 
you , that have had fuch like beginnings, and have 
made a? great promifc of a good conclufion, to fall 
irnothe'har.dsof the living God, vyhovyill ftrip us as 
inked ot his Glory (iHiere we arc fourd wanting) 
as ever wc were botn^ unlefs the falling of former 
Churches prone fo our admonition, as he that fiand-
ith takes heed lefi he fall; for which caufe, I havj 
both for your fatncfic and my own, gathered toge
ther in this new edirion forty Sjmf tomes of Growlnjr^ 
and forty more o( dccajing logodHnefs; in the fir 
you may (forprefcnt) only read the Signsgrowth-^ 
i n chefecond, you mayread both t/ie Signs of De-
iayio godl'inefs, with the Caufes and Remedies, 
which with Gods bleffing ( I humbly pray and hope) 
may tend to your ftrcngthning ,. if growing; or to 
^our fpcedy rcducemcnt, i f declining : Read there
fore vVhat now by rbe help of the Lord is brought to 
your eve, with much fcrioufnefs , and while yo look 
Upon the book, be ffill refliding both upon the heart 
and life, with this kind of fearching language ; Is my 
•cafe thus,or isrt thus} However yoiir owts opinions 
may be cit Cr̂ )*//? or ^^tfc^j/, tiley arc your Highest 
Cenccrnment cnicnimtht\c^o<:t with alllo^c my por S' 
yet 3ffe(flinn,ireDcdication,rcmcrnbring the Marriage 
'of the Lamb draivethnigh andhis Bride muflr/tdke her ' 
yc/fri-^r;:/; .• Be fure thcnyou be not found Vwithouc' 
your Wtddifig Garment ; but imagine* your fclvc$ 
tbevcry next door to ZV/w^ com palled with the nia.. 

:pfrysf (bat-daj I lei the thoughts of i t keep yoi*-

Company. 



The Eft file Dedicatorj> 
.Company, in buying- Selling, Eating, Drinking ; yc* 

OT'^he whole couric of your Pilgrimage, and follow 
iJF^d'wkhincfiVanr Prayers to fill your Souls brim 
_ J™ of the living Worrh of hereafter glory , and the 
is Y'ff'^pptrtab/e rpeight of it." contrary; that to this gtcac 
111!'end thefe my poor Labours, and fuch as thcfc, in 
iJli'the glory of their perfcftloo, tmy prepare you upon 
til tbe mofl acceptable terms for future Glory; is the true 
iif'^defirc of 

'0'^] Tour Unworthy Brother In the dear 
li 
IK CoKcemments ef the GeJpeL 
'% 

Francis Smith. 

T h t f c f o l l o w i n g Medi ta t ions , w t r e f c n t m e 
enclofcdin a Le t t e r f r o m m y W o r t h y 

I r i e n d c. / . M. then Prifoner in 
windfor Caf^le . 

. That the Author of this look didkr.ow, 
^<-^ what cornforti from it;to my foul did flon^" 
Hetfouldhe incourad^ed^ytouce a^ein. 
To imhracehii- flud-j^ andto tAkrhisPen. 
And rerite on my hcha[f^.z pfahn vf praife, 

'For me to m^gnifie God all my da^es ; 
• £>ivine providence J fe^it meet in an hour, 
when Sathun he^ vcasufing of his power, 
•Andfiibtle voiles my foul for to enfnare, 
•Carvyino me akng^ twfxt hope and dcfpair, 
ferfwadifJg of me that mj cafe was good, 

phich 



ffbich I heleived, till that J underflood. 
By what the Author of this hook made out, 
ffhich ^tit the cafe with me out of all doubt i ^ 
That chrisii^^'S might from good eflate decline 1 
They not living to frincipJes divine. 
From which my foul WAS warpt and turtid afide 
Following ofthofe that prov'dan erring guide. 
Sathan combind aith my corrupted heart, 
Occafion'd me from Gods wayesfor tojiart 5 , 
For tpantofjvatchfuhefsy I'de like t'have loji^ 
My jhare t'th prices, that fo dear did co(t, 
My blejfedSa viour j even his hearts blood. 
Freely expos'dto do his people good. 
And now again, that iffuch grace fhould find. 
That let fuch grace Jo flip out of my mind, 
yls lhave done ; let me do fo no more, 
Ms ^raciowf God, and Chrift my Saviour, 
Let me be oTwaies fir icily on my watch, 
And no more fnapt,by himthat lies o'th catch. 
O let my heart no more with him combine. 
But caufe it clofe with principles divine: 
And let my labour now continually be 
To waite on Chrify and follow none but he, 
O let the Author ofthtf littie book 
Rewarded be,for the great pains he took. 
Fromwhich,myfoulyhath reaped fo much good 
Let grace from God, be given him like a flood. 

Thine, 
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e O N T E N T S . 

Ci^&.T> Roving Lulcc-warmncfs to ChriflianMcet-
I . 1 ingsfninlet to ChriHian fpoyl'-g w";^ 
three Canf?s aligned of fuch decay's which being 

svoided, may ferve as remedies againft ics i w i o , 
andfcvcralufcfullobjcaions and aofwers, i ' r ff . i . 
fo on. f, 
CWi.Shewing the Caufcs of wearyneft to foum 

n=(i Darics,as Faaing,Praying,felf Examining.ticac 
ing reading &e. Proving fuch under g^eat Uccay 
GodlincfsvvichrhrccCaufes of fuchDicleotion^p.iJ-

C % . 3. Briefly n»cwingthe rcifoas why v»s arc 

iinwilhng tohea - th r f ime Truth, oftch with ttircc 
r c u- r i ^ ,T t> 20,10 00 

Gaufesofthis DcCiy, . '^, r^i„\fv. 
Chap. 4. Proving want of Humility and Cn»"'y^' 

caufeth many to be a difquiet to themfelves ^f 
chers, and leads thcm^o find fault with mat«;maa 
nerorman, to the breach of publick Chancy 
Gratifying the Devil, ^ ' 

* Chap. 5.Proving upon four falfcbottoms, we may 
•thuikwe know enough, with four raarkcs to know 
when wc arc under this Decay, ^ " ^ ^ ' T ^ ' 

Chap. 6. Proving a necefflty of frequent Ap-
prochcs rothe Lords Supper, and habitual f^me ot 
heart eying, the Author inviting, andthc W < J 



A T a b l e of the Contents, 
invited, we ought ro come with and three Caiifej 
ofindiffercncy^aihgncd, P'^l-'^e, 

Chap. 7. PtoVing decay to Godlinefs great,wii'fq 
hcartlcfsco Prayer.with a'dcfcription of Prayers n f , 
ccfTuy excellency lets and helps in 16'. perticulars, 
wirh tour dirc6lions as t o the manner of our ap. 
proaches to God in this fci vice, and what we are ro 
do after Prayer, , ^<^. 

C/̂ -̂ p.S Proving ncglca to reading the holy Scrip. 
: tnres, an Inlet tofixGalamatics, alfo proving i t a 

blcffed privilcdgc' to have the Scriptures wuh a con
futation of that Athitticall Stile, rhc people called 
Ofiakers put upon this blefltd Bookc, p. 5 i.C?^. 

Chap. o. Proving that an Irching Earc in Chrtrt-
, iansafter novelties, befpcakcs them injudicious, and 

liability to be their glory, with four d.rcaions hovv 
wc may avoid Uncotiliancy in the ^^"'^'J"^^;*^^^" 

°\hap 10 Proving our cafe bid, whsn others lin-
in-s arcEot'our forrowings with four Arguments ro 
provoke amerdmcnr, p.d^.&c 

Chap 1 r. Shewing that unfavery talking among 
Chti(ti«ns whenthev meet, proves them carnal With 
three caufcs of this Decay with direftion ro ask each 
other twelve qucfiions when they meet, p.J^.Orc. 

Chap. 12. Proving unpjeparcdno^ to heat 
the WordofGod. a fign of dying to GhrifJ, with 
three forts of hindcranccs which mnfi be laid a fide, 
and whatour works muft be before hearing mb-a - . 
b g after hearing, - > . 82,(^r. . . 

- Chap. 15. Proving fucb under a bad fpiric rhac 
affemblc more for fear of Mans Eye then Gods Eye, 
Wirhfour marks of this.fpirit, and two Caufes of 
this Decay. • • . , . P-S-C-"^-

•CSap.T^. Shewing our ftatc dylng.whcn we are 
more troubled at the decay of our houfc thct? C h. 

ho'.^f^ 
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houfe, with four marks how wc may know this 

J pChap. I . . Calls for weeping in fome, when others 
J>c£ Cbriiis people with trouble ate aooptng.with four 
:> cjireaionshowtoPitty,alfo four remedies agamli 
oP this Decay. ^ A ? ^ ' ' 
,) Ch. 16. Calls to greater refpcft to ChriHs name 

and Gofpcl , then to either body, ctiate or life, witb 
, I fourcaufes of a concrary fpirir. ^ ^^3* 

Ch. 17, Proving provocations no warrantable 
J ground to fin and feveral objeaioDS as to the dc-

gr«cs of anger, anfwered with three caufes of two 
much apmcfs upon provocations to fin ^^'§J^^^' 

If Ch. 18. Proving'thofc Chrifiians almort dead 
,f that make it mote their bufinefs to get the form , 
U then power of Religion with its caofes and rcmc-
4 dies. " P- " 7 . 

i . Ch. 19. Containing in it a 4cfctiption ot a de-
lij cayin- Chrilfian , by his light trouble ac his own 

mUcarriagcs , though known to Gods eye , while 
fl kept from mans eye, with two fpccial caufes of this 
1̂ decay. f' ^^9' 

lit C^^. 20. Shewing the heart very bad, when un-
5 î cr faults i t cannot bear wholefome rebukes, witti 

^'iircc caufes of this badnefs , alfodircaion for the 
, :htiftian admonifticr *o take fix neighbours along 
i\i with him, with ptaaical caution to the admonilhcd, 

, * Chit. 21 . Proving that rich or poor have theit 
. ' froubles,and whether more orlefs to be anfwerabic 
( in Prayer, wirh a dcfcription of the different kinds 
,̂  «'f trouble, and four caufes offpiritual decay, alfo 

ome profitable objeaions anfwered. ^ 3 S* 
Cha. 22. Containing anafTection of the caufe* 
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of affliaioD, fliewing chat without great caufe, Go(i 
is not wont to aflia his people, though provoked ve, 
ry unwillingly to extremity, with four ob jca ioc j , 
which feems'to complain againfi this doftrme, arf, 
fwered . P ' H & , 

Cha'. . 3 . Proving thofe Chriftians ""dec deep 
dccav, that pray more in affitaioo to have it rcmo- , 
S e n J a i ' c d , w i t h f c v e r a l caufcs of t h» de, j 

S S ^ ^ J ^ S ^ i c S ' i ^ a t i n c L o f C a l a m y ^ 

* ^ ° j r r r ^ " o v r n y : ; u r i g n o . n c e o f ^ 
Go^'dtRod.poons^orbencfitbyitwKhtb^^^^^^ 

to know wheo wc arc under this Decay and Kemc-
^'"cT'tl Shewing where fin takes its begiDning; 
and how by degrees if barken too i t Works Ruin, 
with fix ipeciarmarks how perfons r though parden-
cd J may know when God wil l futier them to fall in
to Sin a frclh, uu ^' V"^' 

Ch. 27 Shewing Satans way by which ns gets la 
our dayes mort advantage , upon Churches and a 
plaine difcovcry of the firrt 1 ilc of the :^^i:_w,prov-
in" that the great L J W of Etiification is to be prc-
f c f d in allDodrin, alfo Caufions to fuch as Ijvc_ouc 
of all Church way, and Dircaions how Chriflians 
arc to behave thcmfclvcs , under Re[l from Perfeca- ^ 

Ch. 28. Shewing the neceflity of humble wait- ' ' 
ting and confident depending upon the holy Spirits 
hclpinthe great work of Mortification, infcvcn pir-
ticulcrs, with fix ditcaions how to get and iicep this 
Holy Spirit, " ^!:^0^> 

^h.2,g. 
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Cha. 29. TreatingoUplritualignorance,about 

,fj,^urcverla(tingcondition, with five Scriptures ren-
5l!!̂ ''f« to our rcducemenr from carnal tecutity, with 
,i;#i*e fpecial. caufes of this damning decay, p, 204. 
'fit/ Cha. 30. Shewing (he miferable efiate of fiich 
.Us attcr long acquaintance wivh Chrifi , hath lefs love 
jf him, with fix caafcsof this decay, p. 14 

Cha. 3 I . Scting forth the great aptnefsinpcrfons. 
i,i)*o form 10 thcmfclves a devotion, and from 
>)i:hcnccpromifeihcmfel¥cs lite and happincfs , while 
[jllithey live under fomc fins dominion , with fix marks 
Jtofaright conviaion of fin, and a tight converfion 
Urom i t , with the caufes affigned, whyin procefs of 
,lftimc fin becomes lefs hateful, J^'-l^^' 
'J Cha. 32. Shewing the great aptnefs in chnflians 
/ tobe lefs afFcacd with prayfcs for a tribe of mercies 
/coming, and mote affrighted to murmure for a tithe 
(<fo[ mercies going J with four caufes of this decay, 

Cha. 33. Dcmonrtrating what a precious Jewel 
Jtfiime is, how to be redeemed, proving it Gods work 
jii'togive the fpace, Mans work to make the ufe, fhcw-
7^ing alfo what a dreadful lofs the lofs of time is, with 
ji'the caufcs and remedies, , ^ ^^^J' 

Cha. 34. Shewing the fad eflate of fuch that taKc 
/ more care for a great J"radc then a good Heart, 
if«' proving that right Religion, will he ' ° 

dntiesofthefirfiTablcasfccond, wirh four marKS 
of an outfidc Profeflbr, with three caufes ot this de-

f ' ' j '?y, with fomc help affigncd to keep alive our ncit 
iMove heat towards Religion, ^ ' i 1 . 

Ch. 3 5. . Seiing forth the different ends ot labor, 
f* for temporal and trcw bread, and tnac our Callmg is 
it' not to take us offof our high calling, wuh " " " " 

-̂•5, why care for ncce(raiies,pLevaU beyond carclor 



A Tab l e o f the Contents, 
ncceflitics 

Ch. ?6. ProviDg folcmpand fee times of rnc ĵ-^ 
tation, One c0'cndal to the being of chriliianicy, voa' 
dire£tion on what four objefts we are to placc'^:^ 
nicditation, vviih three bicfled advanragcs, alfo a d^, 
raiption of light meditation with dii edions , abou^ 
the'littcft time and place foe this excellent ib,)j 
enriching work. _ L , -c r^^' 

Ch 37. Shcwmgthatiochc true bclcit o f / f t f ^ , 
c;(f«anri IM refis the authority o. Religion, aod 
what rorccring deaths many have chofcn lor hca. 
vens fake, with three caufes why fomc decay m thi^ 
fpi:RU3l frami.'. •^v '^ ' l . 

Ch4. ii. shewing how prcvslint to a Chrii}, 
likecoverfacion, th'- true thotightsof Heaven and' 
Hell is ; demodratlng how mucii rather the argii« 
roentofChril^spasfionopghttoobli^ge, Dialogue, 
wife explained by two defpicable Pnfoncrs , pittic^ 
by two Ikangers, with thrceor four helps asfigncd' 
for praaical applicaiioo. _ 

Cha. 59. DcmonHrating that in every man, 
thcrcis*a Ma(kr fin which rnua be killed , or it w i l l ' 
kill - andbo-v in proccfs pfrimc this once loathed , 
may be again liked; with eight Heps by which it gra-
dually gees newadmitrancc, and four caufes aihgned 
ofthis decay, andanccclfity 'affertcd of our mortal 
enmity to ail fin. * p.284. 

Cha. 40. Calling for Grave confidcrations 
when we accompany our neighbours to the Grave, 
alfoprovitsgdeath rigbily fHleci the King of Tcrrois,-
by three arguments,and that it is a fad Symptomt: of • 
decay in godlincfs , when the (ighc of death is nnc 
laidto heart, with three cau'fr"', and fevcn fhorc 
praaical IJintsio alaliing recovt ^. 5̂00. 

[ 



Si^nes of a Living er Greying Cbriflimi 
, Pfal. 92.12. The Righteous fliall flourifli like a Pafm^ 

1 Tree, he fhall grow like a Cedar in Zê <t*e>». 

% \ V V thm that excel M yme, Pfalra 16. 3, 
]><•'• 1. when the fmitings of the Rtghtcouf artwitAbmtbmtojou, 
jl'ijl you can bent of your faults rfhh affftlimate attcnim, Pfalm s^tiS' 
i J. When J(fu$ chM in ths mi^fioftmptatio>i it me toy»» 

' I then all the m^lcl^mi j . 8 . , .„ 
4- 'i'bcn Rtpfoch for chrili maks jot not n^hxmed of ehrist} 

Wark8. 3 .̂Heb. ii.ig. .. 
T. men wtindmg rhauthts in time of Duty, find lefs entertaitti 

mmthmfmmerly, vfai. i Cor. n . 
. ^hen length of ^andingin the Prtfefmef cbnf>n\t)>w»rks 
i^oreafe of hatred to all Sin. Pfal, 119 104. UJ-

yjybenyau carry about with ytiu a. confi M jealoufte over your ovn 
Ucart,jbitt it turn not afide from God aid Gmdnefs, Prov. 18. 14. 

8.- H'hen every l-newn new Mercy begets new Thaa^fn'nejs, and. 
thatwnh delight.-pUl. x^-;.z. 

9- ff hsn l^ntwn Calamity in Gods Hotife, begets deep forrorvin 
m Heart. Nch. 1.4. 

10. When Godsammnz yoU for your Sin, mak.esym love Git 
the better. Ff,l. 119.7^: 

hmccare and travailyoH nt firH laboured in to get 
Cima,it (ts mudhifnotmmhboitrcd into l^ccprhrifl,Hib.6.ii,i*' 

(eeiuig s:>,fe of thePeacr, avd Ed'flc.um of iht 
f-fmh of God, licsfo n:nrymir Hea,t,ibit you cm prefertt above 
your chef wcerns, Pfal. ^7 ,^ . Rom. M- i? ~ Cor. H- 9-

13. when under deep Difirefs or LmKu fhlng, '.he wo d ofGoi is 
Fmou,toyou,PM. l i ? r • 

14, when any condition, thoughinit! felf mean, as it corttci fOft 
^od, u mollwclcom. }ob 19ZI. Hih.-^. S7,i». 

i ^ . fi'hen tbepetce ofch itls Houfe brms chufT'H '"P'** ^^'^"^ 
Pfal. I l l 7,8,9. 
16. »'hen chitfcire to avoid all Sin, is as truly cccaftuned through 

'fe^rcf Difhoaouring God, and incurring his fent d^Jpicafttre, ai 
• Wrathtocftme, ATfi;. J, I j GC«. 39, 9. 

i7 tfhtn the leaH apprehcnfon of Gods withdrawing, makes you 
ftik.himmmeitme0.ly in fucb ways whereinh'. will bt fo*ni,V<:.S ̂ .t 

rPhen every Ceif "iny u burthcnfam toyou,that u dejignin^ 
yourrathenGlory,bM'Wyoming (bcrt-ffam,VCtio,S- *"7>8« 

19- nhen the Sins of others cme fo near your Hart.thatyM really 
fodlji ta fcefnchperfons traafgrefsGodsComMdmsuts,?U-s.i913^ 

'B , io. Wbtii 
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So. wtfn the Igk of your Utdirllanirnggtows more Hronf, to j , , , , 
mkini ytslimeMofSpnitud things tccordingtoGodsrvord^Ef.i.i^^ 

41. irhta bii'.cr things become{wcet to yoa, asthtyarc fquarcd by 
andfoui/iid onthe If^.llof Cfod.M^i. 16.38, ^^.h&ixi. 14, 

t^hen the Voth nfihr. hm'ik is fo ddifjjtfut^ ihayou'd rathtf 

J4. ffh-a Profperity do'h nut with allorvance lift you upy not Ad, 
v&'jity mmaderaiely c4 yon down. Ph il. 4-»»> i »• 

I? \flrn your Kcfohtm tofoUow God fidtythmgh all X>'ficuU 
tiff ^ible, and TemfttKons to tht contrary, ttnds bMtoyoitr 

Sou'is mnrc pmio,<t, tlw rcmpml coneernf, Etra 7. TO. 
,7 irhcnfo'- mrvaid motionsto any Sm,yoit bxveas imiyHcart. 

rorrow, as for the outward nBs of any Sin, both bet.gdifplcali^g ,̂  
God, a»d forbidden byhii rvorU,PM.ii9- 113- * Cor. 10. 4. 
18 "'hen yo'iUive a. t)nr(lini!,care to get the porvcr ofGodUmli „ 

•four Heart,rathcnhc-i tkeform of Godlimfs m the tlead,or uutmrd 
profepO'i, iCor. I . 11. 

i^.n hea the norjh'pof Godagredlciohis Hard, u highly prl. 
Xed, and faithfully pritMilcd in th-: rvorjl of times, Mal.3,14,1 y,i«. 

40.»'/ w iht Soul is more hungry for the word of God^thcn the&ody 
itfortcmpiiiiilrood,]ob i j , i i .Plal .n9,7i j WJ. Si|n^ 
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S I G N E S 

iff 1 

• . O F A 

Y I N a ov j y E C A Y I N d* ' 

V 

C H A p. I . 
\ Containing in it 4 Sig» of Djiug to Chri^ i with three 
,(/̂  caufes of its comings T»hich being avoyded, may 

f f ^ f e at remedies agAinfi itsrtiine\ with profitable 
%l OhjeUiont anfmred. 

S I G N I . ' • 
y^Wben yett arefo indifferent t9 affemhle, trfrepiti^ 
' I the Chttreh ef Ged, that jett can come, er 

atyoarofPffpleafure, cannot come. 

T is not only poffibJe, but too 
too common, for Chriflians al
ter tliey have been fometirae 
convcrfant in tbe worlhip and 
fcrvice of Gods Hoiife, to come 
to this dedining frarae of Spirit, 
having feen into fome of the 
depth of that that at their firft 

>*iconverfion, being mighty new,was mighty welcome j 
y but proving more natural to thetn, becomes in fome 

kind burthenfomc; then Satan., that long waited for 
»*'it, gees advantage upon thcra, todifpute thecafewitn 
(ft B 2 



1 Signs ef A T>png er decajing Chri(lia»: 
them. Whether there is fuch ncccfficy of that lai 
hour and travail about their Religion, as they take 
and by this means feroboam-Uke, i King. 12. 2-^ 
28. W hen he would draw the hearts of jfrael afidt^. 
tells them; it is too much to go up to Jerufalemtv^ 
worftiip, and fo makes two Calves of Gold, and 
puts the one in and the other in .Prt^r/, ftying, 
Thefe lie thj Gods 0 lfraet.S 

Novvfuch pretences of eafe as thcfe, cakes prcfent, 
ly with deceitful hearts, cfpccially when there is a 
Ihew of attaining chc fame end chey looked for, with 
lefs coft and charge •, by chis means the hearc lets go 
thofe powerful conviftions wrought by the holy Spirit 
at bis firft taking pofleffion, which leads the mind out 
to make Religions getting and holding, a labour, 
work, orbufinefs. 

Now lets go its firfl unwearied diligence, and fo 
takes in this Spirit of indifferency to aflemble; which 
plainly difcovers, that now but halfthe heart attends 
that Spiritual fervice, in which the body is prefent. 
and indeed thus much ground by a Chriftianloft, gives 
fuch a wound to his heavenly trade; that the favouc 
and relifh he had at his firft beginning to run well, J, 
now much departed, and fo his appetite being with, 
drawn, makes his fiomack loath or nautiate that food, 
;that once was favory and nouiifhing. 

Now what likelier way can be imagined, to hurt 
and fpnil a Chrifiians Communion with his God, and 
fo by little and little, remove him from his fpirituaj 
trade •, zhen to poflefs his heart with fuch kind of Jndj, 
fferency as this, even a willing negligence to afTemble ? 
and foeflranginghimfelftoChrift Jefus's Fold where 
Ibe is wont to feed his flock at noon-day, being, 1 
ftranger there, to the daily opportunities of fpiritual ' 

_^iiB, muft needs loofc in his ipiritual trade, and con-
fequencly 



signs of A Dying «r decaying ChrifliaH, J 
! fcquently be affcded with new lovers, and Juft after 

^ffhatM their unprofitable dainties, 
.{,ey taW . Doth not experience fpeak mournfully in this, and 

12. y'COiofefs the field to be more then half loll , when that 
,rf;/aiioJ early zeal to Chriftian affemblings grows low; and 
r/K/rf/̂ '"̂  tl^ough once remained greatly burchened At material 
old' f hinderanees^ yet now is content with [light exeufts, 

{i^n »eeing no fuch ncceffity, as is by zealous perfonspre-
c nt t^"*^*^' once by them believed, fo often to affem-

j pre/C*' ble; and as by fad experience fome can witnefs.when o-
hcre i j , thershave been delightfully tiken up withGods publick 
for, ^ worft i ip: they idling up and down have found Satan 
rtletsg not a little bufie; nor his defign a little taking, to 

P '̂̂ P'ire their fpccdy ruine ^ For as by often rubbing 
•"bout *^*"''» warmth is gotten; or by often ufing 

working-tools ruft is prevented;'even fo a frequent 
ndlJ f f"^f'*"8 among Gods children, inclines and difpo-
,hi£J , i l " '^^^«arttogood, and confequently impairs and 

' tne old mans hold; being under chat continual 
• f nc! and inclines the mind into a fpin-
f JJ tuallikencfs. tochrif t its head; and fo is wrought up 

^ ^ 'P>"tual cornplyance with every new motion to 
W << p^.*^! performances; faying with ZJ^W, rrhenthcu-

rrV -^"^ "^JU"' mj heart I Aid, thj face Lord mil 
^ (ld> / " \ ^7- 8. no fooner faith God 5 M ? » 7 
ilfo but without delay jD^t/.'^if heart faith, thjface 
.fieri ff^'^'^llllfeeki I was glad when they faid. Com let' 
1 aii<l '""^ i>0Hfe of the Lord, Pfal. i 23.1, i t was 
vjfuaj SnL fee Pcrfons fo mindful of their true 

Ls!e; femk T P''^"''^^''' bcfpeaksthis indifferencytoaf-
l^tl ers t / "f'J'^ncy, plainly giving bchold-
»inf*« r« """crftand, that good things were not teemed 
' Sal 5 ^^'-^ '"'^f' ^"•/ '" ' ' i «t'i'=y ^"-^ '"•̂  
4 rori' we have fad inftanccs of this kind of fpiri-
U ^ 3 



4 Sigtts of a Bpng or decAf ing ChrifUM, 
tail decay, in Jfradot old. Num. 11, 4 , 5 , 6 » The 
rnixt mnltitude that rvas among them, fell alufling^ iK'ji 
and faid, who Jbail give m fie^ to eat ? we remembev ' 
the fijh which we did e4t in Egypt freely ; the cucutmt. 
berSy And the melons; and the leek/, dnd the onjont. f.^ 
but now eur fouls isdrjedaway, there is nothing at all fil l 
hefides this Manna before our eyes. So Chap. 2. y, . tj J 
And the peofle Ipakf againfiGod, andagainft Mofes, | rtn 
faying, wherefore have ye broughtM out of Egypt | AA 
({ye in this fVildernefsf For there is no bread, neither 
^Bj water-., and our fouls loath thie light bread. iLj 

iHere Gods own infiitution, that once was welcome ^ i)>^f 
to them, and being new, they was mighty eager after \ \V0 
i t infomuch that they could difpence with breaking a f" hi! 
Ja*w, to gather it as Exod. 16. at large proves-
where we read of its firft jnftitucion: thjs Manna that i ' j 
the Holy Ghoft, pfal. 78. 2 5 • Angels f o o d P . 
they now loath, and call light bread; this Manna f j 
though Gods own appointment, that fed them to the ; f*!̂  1 
fullj and was to continue with thenS till they cotneto | 'Ai 
cat'the old corn in the Land of proraifc. feflt. 5. 12.' £'",1 
yet this they Ẑ ^̂ A under its conftantinjoyment, and ' i''*^ 
wif i i for £_e[;pfx food again. F|I 

How zealous were perfons in this age, twenty ot 
thirty years ago, when truth begun more clearly to 
break forth.? no coft or early, pains mattered; happy A 
were they that could come fooneft; then were affem-
blies cronded; good men incouraged to labour, Gods' Hi ! 
name delightfully worfhipped; infomueb, thatwith,,( 1'' 
Out wrong one might fay, fince fuch days the King, 
dom of Heaven have fuffered violence, and the violetii; 'l^' 
take it, by fore. ] / 

Is God's hand'fhortned, that fuch workings of hearti 
are not nowas was then ? Is notnow aflemblics?^;« ti' 
performances //»<?//, feldonf and fatt^ Is i t becaufe 

G04 



signs of 4 Dying or decaying Chrlfiian. •$ 
I . God is a Wildernefs to his people ? Is it not becaufc 
, ' they furfeit under fulnefs ? Doth not many run too 
M isud f ro , that knowledge is increafed, andfonsand 
, / daughters prophefie ? How then may this fcrve to re-
/ buke that flothful Spirit in any, that are carclefs to 

affemble, and calls on them to be reftlefs with God, 
ti l l they are again redored to fucb a Spirit of zeal, as 

i. they had in the days of their firft Efpoufil Iftke^arm-
Hl? »efs here, being that inlet-fn, to fpiritnal fpoiling » 
J difappointing God of gracious opportunities to inrich 
/ them, and thorow this ncgleftance, offers daring oc-

cafion to the Devil to tempt them; Doth not the ho-
hpo^lt. Rom. l o . 14, 15. plainly imply an im-

/̂ poflibility of believing in him, of whom they have 
ji not heard? And how {haU they hear, faith he, without 
J a Preacher, as it is written ? how beautiful are the 
A feet of them that preach the Gofpel of peace , and 
r ' ' " "g glad tidings of good things ? doth noc this 
ii faying, in fo many words declare the rcafon of perifli-

ing, to he yntiiatof k*>owledge f Hof. 4, 6 And the 
/ caufe of ignorance, the want of preaching: How doth 
, I this then commend Gods high approbition of aflTctn-
i bling, ic being the proper feafon for preaching. Then 
^ they that feared the Lord, ffake often one to another., 

lOf aftdthe Lord heard it; andabook^of rentembrancevfai 
[It written before him, f*r them that feared the Lord^ 
U and thought upon his name: In an evil time when ma-
I ny grew weary; and faid, it isavain thing to ferve 
^'•'^^^,Lord, and what profit is it that we have kept his 
/ -ordinmces, and walked mournfully before him ; then 

fuch as met often, were highly efteemed of in Gods 
account 

Alasl Alas! Is not preaching, though accompani-
i cd with never fo n uch inward and outward pains-

taking, then matter of fcorn to ftandcrs by who live 
^ ' B 4 vaiti; 



6 Sig^^^f A*DyingOretecafhgChrip:faH. 
vainly alfogrdteful CO the UevU our grand adverfarj] 
when few attend i t , aqdofthofe, moll part j^^tf, IOT^^ 
fMo(U,^ni marj, having little fpiritual Ufe o j 
vigor in thsm % on whom common cuftom to affca^-
ble hath eaten out the fpiritual relini that fliould be 
in them : but I (hall clofe this with Gods counfel, 
Heh 10, ^4 , IS- Let Mi confidtr one another to fro. 
voh mto love, and good ^orks. fotforfaking th, 
£mhlingof cur felves together, as the manner of fomt 
^: bm exhorting one another, and fo muchthe mcre 
^ -^e may fee the day affroching ^ r ' ^ J ' f ^ - ^ ' ^ 
%/ly After that w have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there remainetbnomore facrsPceforfin. Doth 
not this conclufion, z-, 26. proffer it felf as 
the raoft probable end of fuch as ccafe to aflemble, 
and makes way for their fearful and inevitably ? 
ftiall any dare then to contentthemfclvcs with light 
excufes, to hinder their aflenabling, and not rather 
provoke and exhort one another to fo good a 
work ? , T 

But I fhall conclqdc this f i r f l Sign of dying to 
Chrift, with offering briefly three llemedieshow it 
may be removed, where begun, or prevented, where 
like to come. 

f i r l f , confider and lay to heart; That to affcmbic 
is a very weighty duty, andfcquires «11 your heart. 
J/a. 5 5. 3 • Encli»e jour ear and come mto me; Hear 
and jour fouls {hall live; feeProv.8. 34, 35, Ble^f,\ 
is the man that heareth me, watching daylj at mygatCf 
"vuMting at the pofis of my doors : for whofofindeth me^ 
fiftieth life, and fljaliobtain favour of the Lord Plainr 
ly noting, rhat diligent hearkning, which cjinnot be 
without HfTc-rnbling, is the way to life •, therefore not 
tp, be f l ghtly looked ar, jiUs 3. 23. Every foui 
^hat vpi/l not hear thii^ Prophet, /ball h cmcff frorHa-
moM^ the People. ppj.. 



Signs ef a Dying pr decaying Chrifitan, 7 
Pcrfons may think it^hght chmg to forbear hear-

ing and an offence only to the affcmbly ; but God will 
<Y count it a defpifing him, and the means he hath or-
r , gained ; The Children of Ephraim being armed, and 

A carrying hnvj^ tttrned l>ackj»the day of battel : they 
lof kef t not Gods Covenant, butrefufed to walkjn his Lawr 
CO'I therefore the Lord heard this ; and a fire was kindled in 
, h i s wrath againfiJcLcoh ; For their hearts was not right 
(4 ^tthGod. ' , , 
Dp' Let us take heed therefore, that we rcfufe not him 

that fpake from Heaven; but as we muft confider, 
/'J that it is a weighty duty to affemble, fo it requires that 
f i we come with all our hearts; this God calls for, and 
'V where it is wanting, performances will not be acecp-
01 table: This people draw nigh me with their mouths, 
f# and honour me with their lips but their heart is far 
ft from me. I f i . 29. 13. it is Gods complaint by J f r f -
m miah, fudah hath mt turned to me with her whole 
f , heart, bnt fainedlj; with a heart, and a heart, a 
j j f heart as much a contrary way, as that way; they 

were indifferent, as willing noc to turn ai to turn; 
'4 this makes offerings to be abhorred, the contrary by 
/ Chriftians rauft be made at; Rleffedare they that feek. 
F him with theirwhole heart. Pfal. H p . 35. Lefs then 

the whole heart begets jarring, prevents harmony, 
W blinders the fpiritual building. 
V, 2. A fecond Remedy istoconfider, tbatitisnot 
f , pofBble to prevent this fpirit of indifferency, but by 
4, continuing as induftruousto keep what yc have gained, 
^/-as you were to get i t , the prayers, the tears, the 

fearchings of hearty the attentive hearing, and fre-
pif 'qmnt affemblings, that you in order to your firfl: 
4 Hfpcufal did diligently follow, you mufl: fliil hold on 
f in 4 that you may keep and increafe the fame, for the 

promifes run in no other channel, Frov. z, 4 . If 
4. '• ' thou 



S signs »f * Dying «y deeajhg ChriftUn^ 
thou feek for rrifdomas for fihtr, andfearch far it 
for hidtreafure : Then /bait thou ftnderftand the fear of 
the Lord, and find the kn^"^ledge of God. Hof. 6. 3. 
Then fhaU m kno^, if follow on to kne^ the Lor^, 
his mnr forth ii prepared as the mormngi Anihe[hall 
come to us as the rain ; the latter and former rain mto 
the earth God will be to fucb ai follow on to know, 
him in his way. as thcforraer and latter rain ts to the 
< "tb wh ch without it is dry and barren, but being 
S e d t h c r e w i t h , proves green and fru.tfu 

Now alas, perfons when once they are gotten into 
rhrif t 's Fold, think their work wellmgh done but 
God knows it is but then begun, their Labour before 
was but to come into the vineyard, and there I am 
fare they muft not \^iile ; they are put thereto ^orl^^ 
to be lights to others, and fhew forth Chrifts virtues, 
and there God will prune them, drefs them water 
them but it is that they rnzy he fruitfttl, elle tney 
muft be plucked op as cumbercrs of the ground-, do 
not therefore think your work is now neer done, for 
you are but now begun, you are now cntrcd into the 
War ; lifted under your Captain Chnftjefus, and 
muft till death, contime fighting, /Irivtng, and over, 
coming, that at laft you may overcome ; therefore i f 
yoxiread, prayed, fafied, watched, weeped, ajfemhled 
much before, now do it mtsch rnore, 2 Cor. 5, 
labour, (or made a bufines of it )'to be accepted of 
God; and faith theholy ApofileSt Teter, writing to 
theni which had obtained like precious faith, through 
the righteoufnefs of God and Jefus Chrift our Saviour / 
and had efcaped the corruption that is in the world'^ 
through luft, exhorts them, to give all diligence ta 
add to their faith, virtue, and to virtue knowledge 
and to knorvledge temperance, and to temperance pati. 
fee, a»d to patience godlinefs, andto godlinefs brother-

h 



^ Signscf AD)ing prdtcAfingChrifiUru p 
«' /jf kjftdneff^ and to brotherly kindnefs love; for if thefe 
'ihhings be in joa und abound, thej make you neither bar-
fi( ren ner Mnfruitful: But if they lack^^thefe things, they 
'^strt blind, and cannot fee afar of , ht have forgotten 
>P^they Voas f urged from their old fins, 2 Pet, 1.2. One 
0 would think that pcrfons that had gone thus far, as to 
(d' obtain like precious faith with Gods eled, and were 
ilti* purged from their old fins, having efcaped ( or were 
[«' efcaping) the corruption that is in the world through 

luff, might have well nigh done their work, yet the 
, holy Ghofl: here fhews them, that now their work is 

1̂ but begun; and faith, they muft give all D i U p n ^ ; 
li fo faint Paul to the Philippians. Chap. 2. t i - CJW/ 
\f brethren, as yon have al^aies obeyed, both tnmyfre-
(1' fence t and abfence', work out jour om falvationrfith 
f fear and trembling; from all this we may l««irn, 
11̂  that its not being idle in Chrifts Vineyard, i f it coitus 
d much diligence to get in, it mull coft usnmctj mojC 
;i to keep i n : f o l f h a l l conclude this fecond Retnedy 

with the holy Ghofts counfel to the Church of the 
, Hebrews, Chap, 6. i l , 12. 2Lx(0 we dtftre that everj 
o\ one of you (mack i t toell) do fhew the fame DiUgeucc 

to the fun affurance of hope to the end, that you be not 
/ ttoatljful, but followers of them, who through faith 
)(' 4nd patience inherit the promifes. ' 
/ Thirdly, a third Remedy may be this, that yon 
} would humbly and conllantly endeavour to profit 
f fomething in every affcmbly, make it your care to be 

fiill doing or getting good ; then you are about your 
J-days-work, content not your felves to come together 
f from day today, and wait under the miniftry, going 
/ away without gain ; but come to the affembly with 
(«' fenfibility of many things you yet want; this wil l 
i/l quicken your s^eal, ripen your cxpeSation, and pre-
4 pare w.y for God that delight! to be rich in giving, to 
/ sive you I'JV^/;'. . Vou 
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You will profit little, though you want never fo 

much, i f you are little fcnfible of your wants; and 
God will give you little becaufe you will be but capable 
to improve little, for where the fenfe of want is low, 
there the pulfe God-ward will beat Faintly ^ and no
thing more doth occafion this indiffercncy to affcmbic, 
then feeing it amount to little in the profit and advan
tage to perfons that are frequent in attending, it makes 
them count, better ftay at home, than be never the 
better for their meeting together, Mai, 3.14. Tm 
have faid it « a vain thing to fervethe Lord; and 
what profit is it that we have kjpt hss ordinances, and 
talked LtirnfuUy before the Lord of Bofls : They 
went not furely the right way to cxpeft profit nor 
had their eye upon right profit ; but fomethmg they 
did propofe to thctnfelvcs in coming that they got not 
and fo cries out, i t is in vain to fcrve him ; it is even 
thus among profeflbrs. Now, i f they fecmeecings 
come to little, though the fault be only in themfclves, 
it tends to make them think lightly of aflcmbling. 
l^'ho there among y OH. faith G o d ; Mai J. to. that 
yieould Jhut the doors for nattght, or fondle a fire tn my 
Altar for naught ; he that ploweth, ploweth in hope 
and he that foveth. foweth in hope; th^t is, perfons 
that do work, expeft and count upon fruit therefrom • 
they will not do it for nothing, and indeed it is but 
rcafonable, he that plants a vineyard fhould drink of the 
wine thereof; great layings out, preparing the heart for 
cxpeftations of great returns, and when pcrfons do lay 
out.and count upon aufwerable returns ; as they righ. 
teoufly may, God being pleafed they fliould, and this' 
coming to pafs tends much to their encouragement. 

Objeft. But fome may fay,l have gone ( long to the 
afremblics,and gone on purpofe fenfible of many wants 
!»nd have counted upon to profit, ( as here you direft 



^ signs $f a Vying er decaying Chrifiian, i i 
I, me) yet for all this I am ready to grow weary, f o r i 

fee ic come to little, I am ftill (hallow in my under-
j I ftanding, and weak in my memory. / ^ 
If JIH/W. I fhall anfwer this objefiion two ways 
il"'firft, by praying you to enquire, whether that little 
111' you do know and have learned, you do put intopra-
f d ice ; What can ingagc God more to teach you to 
M know more, then walking up to what you do know ? 
/ o h thou that art named ththoHfe of Jacob , uthejpi' 
{tj rit of the Lord firaitned, are tbefe his doings} E)ot& 
f' not mp tooitisnjogoou to tftcm ttjat^walfe upjigbtiv, 

.J Mica. 2. 7. fee to i t , whether you live not much 
/ ftiort of what you do know, and if you find you do, 
t; as forae fuch defeamufl: needs be the caufe why you 
/ -profit fo. Utcle, then you will fee great reafon Ooa 

fliould not truft you with five Talents, feeing you im-
[11̂  prove not two. 

Butfccondly, feeing you do profit little, 3i5etrou* 
m Wen much, let it be your burthen ; whde perions in 
f affembling gain butlittle, and are but little troublcu, 
\i they are not like to have their condition much mend-

c d ; To come often and profic lictle is very fad; but 
to be unfenfible of ones wanes is mucn fadder : Where-

M as on che contrary, to be in want, andfofenfibleoi 
f ones want, that they go burchened up and down ts 
/ the bert way to get remedy ; when ^ofeph was in affl>-
^ d ion , fomc that were concerned to bear part of his 
((|* burthen, were fo unfenfible, that God complains a-

gainft ihem, Amos 6.6, They were mt grieved at the 
iir opElion of Jofeph; they were fo far from eafing 
ijji' him, or freeing themfclves from provoking of God 
;ti to bring them into fuch like trouble, that they were 

not fo much as grieved ; had no burtlien upon thcni, 
I were therefore fit matter to be indeed defcrvcdly 
jî  brought themfelvcs into the like condition; a moil 
,(J reaiark-
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rcmarktble and profitable example, i f heeded bu 
by Chrinians -, we have to this very purpofe, \x\ njl^ 
Tfiel that holy man. Chap. 9. 2. when he under-
flands by reading, that there were a number of years 
for captivity, how was he bnrthened that 

he might knew it , is evident, i f you read but what 
he did, v. 3. I fet i»J face to feek. the Lord Gad by 
prttier and fuppticatien; with fa/ting, and fack-cUth 
And nfhts • behold here a gracious pattern for Chrifti , 
ans that want to know great things from God, Z)4««/ 
fets' his face unto the Lord, with fuch qualifications at-
tending this performance, as though X>4«tW would be 
content with no denial; foChap. 10.2,3. A thing 
„as revealed to Danid, hut the time appointedf^as long. 
Jn thofedajs, IDmklwat mourmng three full week/; 
I eat L pleafant bread, neither came pPs, nor w,^^„ 
mj month, till three Uole weeh ^ere fulfilled : That 
fuch manner of burthen and trouble as this, at the 
fcnfc of ones ignorance, is not only the way to get 
profit • but indeed a moft acceptable way with God, 
andfo'likcdastofpecdprefently. 

Let us fee then what is written in Dan* 9-23. At 
the 21i5csiuniug of tljp ttippltcatloiT ( mark that ) 
the Commandment came forth, and 1 am come to {hey, 
thee- therefore undcr/fand the matter, and confider the 
vi/ion Had not Daniels Supplications, Parting, 
sack-cloth and Afhes, proved a prevailing caufc with 
God, to fend an Angel to make hitn underfland. 
Wherefore fervcs this thus written i At the begin' 
ning of thy Supplication ; loChap. 10. 12. An An-
gel faid in a vifion. Fear not Daniel, Ui f fom the firfi 
day that thou didfl fet thy heart to tsndtrjiand, and 
trhaffen thy foul before thy God; thy words were heard, 
ma I am come forth becaufe of thy words. Doth not 
Sill this call upon Chrillians to do three things. 

Rrft : 
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i l W u- ' ^'^^ ^ ™Sf'^y ^^'^^'^ 0^ '̂̂ '•'̂  ignorance, 
iee<i"*^^which is the grand caule they do not profit. 
{e,/uf., Secondly, to be greatly burthened that it is fo with 

etof y \ j , Thirdly, to fet their faces towards the Lord God i 
bene" j,j|by prayer and fupplicacion, without ceafing, both to 
i bat w be and to abide otherwifc : Is not the Prophet Damelt 

'^^^<«'^Wri.:„-r„ . r _ . . . take 

"̂""13 he P^^i'^ft'-f. and he trmblsd: Thus much may ferve to 
'iVO"'? j n f o r m a willing mind, how to get from under the 
• ^ , ^''i^^ ^^^^^^ Dying Sign of indifferencv to Aflembic, 
^as I ' f , and fo pafs to the feconl. 

' " ' J i^" ' • — • — r - ^ 
' j r ' t W C H A P . I I . 

fO """'"-S Crf«Aj ofwearinefstofpiritHalffer' 
'^y^od, """^ t ^ f ^ f a l Reafm thereof 

S I G N 11, 

W Uen in yettr felemrtefi mrfhip, yoft arc 
- . ^tickly weary TvithoHt warrantable caufe. 

ra-r0, ^ V * Poffible to come to this pafs. at but afeemmg 
i>ftinK. occafion. and perfons create foaic kind of pretence 
" n J - 1 1 ^ they are weary; i f it happen that at forae time 
grflar^ tney are notfo particularly and perfonally concerned, 

part of Gods Worfhip, where they are prc-
T ^ ' falling out, that the matter Godis intreat-

^ > ' ^3 "̂̂ ^ "•̂ ^ at want in, or what is preachy 
1 ^"cy to fome confiderable degree areinfornsed 

re^fJt *'"ady : This may fall out in numerous Congrega-
^otti' lions, where different conditions, rainiftcrs different 
ing^. H; occafions 


