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Fﬂ g I_?xr&,, to get a mighty fenfe of their ignorance,

ecde WWthh 15 the grand caufe they do not profit,

e, l:nd“‘ Secondly, - to be greatly burthened that it is fo with
ﬂl:hem

he
::r of y&&

od chit Thirdly, to fet their faces towards the Lord God!
bep baby prayer and fupplication, withoutceafing, both to
jbu“’:”;b cand to abide otherwife :  Is not the Prophet Damiels
"”{G'ml}wm‘“g for our learning, and to encourage us to take
/"kl;:iﬂi'the fame courfe? God forely diflikes the contrary,
o G ,”'d]f 4. 32.9. Rife up ye women thar are ateafe, ((DOC
)d,‘D‘a‘trOUbk‘d or bu[‘[hCHCdb ) hear my woyce Je t‘dﬂ[t[!
Canm;; beDa%ghters, and be trombled: Thusmuch may ferve to
ob 7 inform a willing mind, how to get from under the
A7 5POWer of this Dying Sign of indifferency 10 Aflemble,
W)lﬂ::”{;’ and {0 pafs to the fecond. %

f ’ ’ ——————

s/
it CHAP. I L.

" qethe T
% :0 get C""’f”m"g three Canfes of wearine(s to [piritnal wor-
;f:yh Gody  J7Ps andthe principal Reafons thereof.

L O STGN T
k fh;’;g Hen in your (olemneft. Worfbip, yoe4r¢
pe 18 quickly weary withowt warrantable canfe.

%d’r.;gb It is poffible to come to this pafé, ar but afeeming
Falt it’ occafion, " and perfons creaze fome kind.of pretence
oft Wd; “l,:hy they are weary ; if it happen thac at fome time

erftd in'*‘“t €y are not{o parcicularly and perfonally concerned,
e bef 0 in that part of Gods Worthip, where they are pre=
AN " €nt 5 1t fo falling out, that the matter Godis intreat-
1 the /:”' eg about,  they are not fo at want in, or what is preach#
iy o ie > they to fome confiderable degree areinformed
L ¢ 3 already: This may fall out in numerous Congrega~

0% tions,: : : e ;
);fb tons; ‘where differcnt conditions, minifters dnﬁ’:‘:_rent
0 ;éif“’r occafions -




x4  Signsof 4 Dyingor Decaying Chriftian,
occafions as 0 the manner of carrying on Gogs
Worthip; and hough at fuch a time for a growip

Chriftian, there is no room to be weary, he being ay
well delighted occafionally to hear, or pray over a,

gain what he knows, as: heis to hear what he knows |
not : in the onc he takesoccafion to praife forwhay |
was ;, in the otber, to praife for what is ; yet declj. |
erfons willin fucha cafe as this, when they arg |

ning p
not {o nearly coric
weaty,but from hence plead ¢
Bue chis Sign fpeaks to per
fideration , fuch as in their
nickly weary in their moft intimate, priva

nal, Clofet performances, .
{et to themoft intimate worfhip of God, in f“ﬂiﬂg‘

raying, [elf-examining, _
I;en%e ‘gf mighty Need drawn to this, and yet guickly
weary, muft needs-argue them deep in this decay
and that in fuch thereis a very firong combate, whq
(hall now gain the field, they being a weary in thejr
folempeft Worfhip: Itis evident hence, that theene.
my hath got more than ordinary advantage, and
{irikes now at the very Root of their Relgion, aiming
at once as it were, to make afpeedy end; and purg
fuch Chriftians, inftead of Worfhiping Faintly, to
ceafe W orfhipping at all; its high time therefore ap
the firlt fighc of fuch declining, which in our days is
not the portion of a few ; for furely, [nrely, many

erned take advantage not only to b
heir joftification fo to b
fons under a further con,
folemneft Worfhip are
te, Perfo.

shere are in Charches, that in their folemneft Worfhip
are quickly wear) s 1 fay again, its high time thid

chofe that find the cafe thus with them, do even like
the Ninewitésat the preaching of Jonah s They beliey,

ed God, proclaimed a faft from the greaveft to the leaft,

Jonah 3. 5. Even folet fuchgo to their knees, humblg
themfelves, and cry mightily that chey perifh not,

retired from company, and |

and the like ; yea, from g

il




W}M: Slg”!‘ofd Djiﬂg or DCCd_)’iffg Cbr{'ﬂ'l‘dil. 5
on Gt 1 barren heart to Chfitwork, hath loft the prin:';
grom SPC part of a Gofpel Spirit; the Kings Daugheers
ebeih | 1efeft glory being within, although Iér-Clothing’|| |
lyoveﬂ EOfWFO.ught gold : Outward férvices demonftrate
he kad! io ur Religion to men, it is Clofet fervices demonfirate’
forwh 1t t0God : he looks not as man looks ; ‘for man looks
et des ?téhe oltward appearance, but he'at the heare : and’
1tbf3)’wl ’: effi this is not onely a Chriftiansgreateft duty, but'
nlyto o2 ghelt Privitedge , it alone fetting the feal in his
, otobf‘ rg’“t to the truth of his Profeflion’; ‘when he can' in
‘thf,”ol‘ . ‘ret appeal,, and approve his heart to God-ward,
rfhi ?0 tmalt CPO“EZ_‘ no eye belides Gods eye fee him, yet can
- PC"ﬂ & ¥ lay with the good Prophet Ifaiah 26. 8." with
anys f]' f"”l_("{ve I defived thee in the night, yea with my
1fdﬂ”l‘!| a}:::{r ?’”b‘” me will Jeck, thee mr/j. When Panl
fo® j all ‘g’[‘“ were fhut up in che innermoft Prifon from
f?“”k, fant ¢ vifible Society of Saints, they - prayed and
dect) 5 g.m'a’feﬁ unto God ; though their feet were made
. wit' fpiritm the Stocks, yetnow moft at liberty with their”
in thel : 5, while leaft ac liberty with their bodies, vefe-
tbgcr;‘ qsmn;; the true Proverb s When I am maft alone, then I
, ang Workc‘zﬁ aloné. A Chriftian , if with' God in Clofet-
ai! v though in a Wildernefs, far from any other
dP‘;a.Oi'f. hath moft company then, and meat to eat that
dys al 0 know not of. = Solemn Publick Worthip in the
foré ii, 2ngregauon of Chriftians is dn efpecizl duty ; then
daY’ﬂ} ugy«-that fear the Lord, fpake often one to another ;

, ’Mip QO‘:’VOC will be to this, if alone, that that will put @
w’{,bac&amen uporithe head of this; is the having the like
; trkc orm and heart warmth in private perfonal Clofet per=
‘“l.',”. uznccg ; he that is aStranger here, his Palace will be
bt ’: ,thae mgeon, whillt a Dungeonisa Palace to that foul
wkbldf‘iret N;ln cotertain heare-entercourfe with God in fe-
'“m‘ f_;!fgsk you Cfs, Let me ask you Chriftians, and beg you
1 r 13;1’55; Are you as of(cn as iy Poﬂib]c in pub;:

. e

‘
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16 Signs of aDying gy Decaying Chriftiaz,
fick folemn Worfhip,  #nd not ufually there weary ;
but are you much oftrerin Clofet Worfhip, and there
delight “to be often : *Can you goe burdened with
trouble, powring out your fouls to God in complaint
into your Clofets, and come forth like Age renewed ;
When and how often have you experienced that blefx
fed word Ifaiab 40.29. He giveth power to the faing
and. 1o them that: have no might he encreafesh fFrengrh ¥
If this in truth be your ftate you are not under’ the
power of this dying fign. O -how many Profefforg
are therenow,in England, it isto be feared that are
great flrangers in Clofet Worfhip, not onely in that
{olemn part of Geds fervice, quickly weary, but are
gone forther back to Egypt , ieldom or not at all in
that worfhip, lerthis be matter of lamentation, for it
willend in defolation. Now the Caufes of this Decay
feem to be thefe three,

1. selt conceitednefs that we know enough,

2. Luke-warmnefs inour Religion.

3. Unaprnefs to perfona
ed may ferveas helps to remove this decay where be.
gun, or prevent where like to come. :

1. Self-conceitednefs that we know enough ; now

this comesto pafs either,
1. Through Ignoranee of what we ought to know
; 3

or,
2. Through Carclefnefs to put into practice whag|

we do know.

'y, Throughignorance of what we ought to kiiow.}

a man may be very tall in knowledge in his oy
opinion, and at the fame time a very Novice inknow

ledg : alarge notion in the brain, and a little depyf

in the underftanding, it is very evident to the eXp
rience of many Chriftians, that a‘great part of 0:"
time and fady may be, gad hath been fpent in feed

{ Duties, which being heed-{

ing




| o S‘
4 'ting u,g”‘ of
W nﬁ,‘ ng§’°n A fh’é Dyi
et g
uﬂl W-evil - le a n geti 7 Det
eh ith to our ft mo etin ee
ﬁ" mati mat Péae udy re pcg i g d_}liﬂ
i g e
»&M fe fef erruend b s ma fil  this effen mote 4
d]f. parc of eabltfti vl al Isa tial k kn i ¥ r
‘ﬂd ﬁf‘s k yO ndedeW[Cd
cmg‘ fud fe Offouat Willedggetabf an aﬁudcfs 0%1”6 %hath
o n‘:ady T iy Ne-lita’ N of"s, wfsouy all qoﬁr fthe
;ﬂ‘ iti all n th Owlghb vail ce hile nt of 1e M tim
Wﬂ, bce €s ou e Bﬂh our us tt’;‘P/ aft th,. ath €
M;" on .n ﬁéky.car natu Ooefél-rc S_bod;’o b’e ’:lm’ :;angecrnatu:-
" wl]. Wh in })knoral fi 0' wha’ andbletr kn o C[ 5
l!ti buatm at er Wbrail'Fstb c ot ow 1€
ﬁ.;- t{ 0 m ﬁn y tie E oOkann ‘,3“ th
i mu may thaﬁe ar dh ﬂ:udnd 31, th w ello (4
i Ch nn e fi th d ow y lo ere Cb ne |
0! nth m ers rai an tha e ho ur fi we etie
'j; thei c'DOre at b’ty to dﬂ to CIIOWOf inful mar }
br‘ brelr lif; uf? like Cﬂof oueccivknowﬂeneten wedcfory '
' N ad:he bot at tho whi? li eo uou.rﬁgk. l’a,- :
‘IOW ot tl fe It ves ul‘f‘{ in ve
A Fon‘} wcnoraapoup an be&t knollve g ths= o an
ign ide ary {lce_r, a’ a la w tﬁ Wecfi‘a‘ idw
R L to 0 in th fio We 5 ci th iltie £
Our i ne d out efe thi av 3&0_"&, ould s of
3 mmeo ay r m ec‘n" 31 ge und li
h;e.l 6. Ort, f ou at P oft fhiC?’ till {hu ther ;:jonYc ;
gOCks: thaf;l-ﬁar f-r.ailrayl'r Olcmfoncthe tlt{’c s 4;,1-[,‘9
St and re hte. fta , to n Wcrn efu ha],
y {c and w a Did te m s m rrc&‘nds
¢ elf m an o th mak or, orfhi nak io
a em kn aki to he eD es row 1p o by
‘.nd (ev owl lng“eer, a au us li at t; we us fo
nat wa ven Cd a _5, wndwghtc ittle he G lietl
,urc bntonwh"g: th‘tlnk]“ alki alk rs of pre 74y e
V3 e ¢l at ing ng witl Si pare £5
? .yes 1€ th w a 1 i on. fe
afl our alk Carr.lhc' inci tchcd"iﬂb
top t Sihkwi yu 1T e nga .ou
0 an S otl] ﬁl? apdC[’ bsthct
CY Ofr Ch CCCH dewut ﬁuy
2 th.ann ed-o v Wi -
e CC’S r ut n ich
ll-"“nn0 cleccks
els wg“{c
aqni ul
ln;cklg

SN

e

=

e <

. —




18  Signs ofa Dying or Decaying Chriftian.
quickly prove deftru@ion unto them. Where would
upon_fuch elf- knowledg any room be for this pride ;
O Chriftians be lefs ftudious in the knowledg of what
will lictle avail in the great Day : Study; ftudy while
it is called to. day the kmowledg of what you ought to
know.

But fecondly this celf-conceitednefs comes through
a negligent carelefnefs to put into pracice what we do
know. Perfons are very aptto complain of their ig-

lain duties, yea as though they were

norance of
holden and Eindred from the knowledg of them
though the promife is full, then foall ye know if ye

- ow on to know the Lord : his going forth is prepared
for fuchas the bright beams. of the Sun-fhine in the
Morning : If thow crieft after knowledg and lifteff up
thy woice for under[fanding ; if thow [eckeft her as fitver,

 and fearcheft for ber as for bid treafnre, then [balt thot
underftand the fear of the Lovd, and find the knowledgs
of God, Prov. 2.3,4:5- Here is a double defect, we are
not as laborious for knowledge as for filver, for which
210 we will rife up eatly, and goe to bed late, and eat
the bread of painfulnefs, Neither do. we make it our
chief care, to be ftill as we gainin knowledg, putting
it into pracice the way to make profitable difpatch of
bofinefs is to end one before we begin another | re.

membring this true Proverb, Z'he Way to know mare i
20 do that we know,;_thou oughteft therefore to have put
my money to the Exchangers , and then at my comin
I might bate received my own with advantage. 5

Bar 1 fhall proceed with a fecond caufe of thi
decay , mamely this, A luke-warmnefs in Rcligio:

thacis fo indifferent to folemn Worfhip, that we ca a
rot Wwhether we .go forward or backward Whr"
perfons ave come Lo this pafs Gofpel work liath litf]n
Authoriry with them, they are eafily carried methei

Yorys




W Signiof a Dying or Decaying Chriftian. 19
8l way , ‘A fhower of rain, an akinghead, a faint fic, 3
cold frofty morning, and twenty fuch trifling occali”
ons will appear ground enough todamp our-devoti”
on. Many Chriflians now adayes are t00 00 ready
| to fulfil the complaint of old. Ephraim is like a filly
| Dove without a heart. A workto do, but no heart
gt doit. A man without heart is like a Cupboard with~
% out meat, It isno fatisfation to hunger to fec anem-
4 ty Table, . This Luke-warm fpirit is defperately threat-
# ned in Scripture, Rev. 3. 15+ 16. 1 know thy workss:
Wy 2hat thou art meither cold wor hot3 1 Wonld that then |
8 Wert cither cold or hot, fo then becanfethon art Iukerarm. |
W 4 will [pue thee ont of my mouth. ‘
#  Thirdly, a third Caufe of chis decay, is unaptaefs
jiti to perfonal duties; every Profeffor in otder, to his
i 8rowing , hath perfonal ‘duties conftantly to.carky 2=
g bout with him , ‘aptnefs wherein fits him for publick
piimployment, but the contrary makes him unhandy
f or unskilful in the word of righteounfnefs; as children
g0iby vertuous education ; or the anexpert Souldier by
(ardfrequent_difcipline, are both made ready for man-
waﬁ“..}hker?&lons; even {0, aptnefs in perfonal dptics , a5
"\ Eamily and Clofer Pra er, Family and Glofet Reading,
a careful Exercife, and execution of thofe choice an
#nearly concerned duties, with the addition of fre-
il Gucnt faftings, watchings, bamblings, parience, meckne(s,
\Eemperance, xeal, fear, love, givingall diligence, for it
thefc things be in you and abound, they make you
fthar you fhall be neither barren nor unfruitful in the
: nOW]Cdge 0£ our Lord ]cfu; Chri[{, but he that lack-
Ct.f_! thefe things is blind, and cannot fee afar off : fo
briefly 1 p1fs to the third fign of decay in Godli-

els,




00  Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriftian,

) CHAP. 1IN

Briefly fewing the Reafon of Wearine(s to bear any Ty
often, with three Canfes of this Decay. ‘b,

SIGN 1IIL

W Hen yon care not to hear one mattey of

ten, though both effential and afuitable
- Truth, :

By Often here, I would not be underftood fo, ze
¢hat thofe that preach fhould day after day when they
affemble without intermiffion, preach the very fime
thing word for word to their hearers, for indeed thig
fnay give jult occafion of burthen to the hearer ; there.
fore fuch preaching up one truth in refpe@ of the
feafon muft farely be fo obferved, as to leave room
for the making known other truths of equal neceffje
to be believed ; therefore let the confiderate Reader.
in this cafe conftrue my words, as he upon anothep
cafe judgeth he ought to conftrue the boly Apoftle
words, Often, 1Cor-11. 26. As often as you' eat this
bread; Often here dogh not in d_lc leaﬁ_mrend, thar
not at all perfons bein this fervice; neither doth ¢
furely intend, that t}_lcy do it every time they meey
fogether , buc fo do itas ic haveits fealon of being
adminiftred, and fuch feafon as may not extinguifh
ot leave noroom for the adminiftration of other Op.
dindrices ; o that by oOften Lwould be underftood, fo
frequent a preaching, the fame Truth already knowy
and believed, asftands with the wifdom and judgment

of perfons, that by God are entrufted to preach : with
this alwayes premifed , that as they fee a poffibilicy |
ofany truth fofing its proper foree in the memory and

-
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Signs of @ Dying or Decaying Chriftian. 2%
il heare, chrough want of repetition. And when foit-
able truth wpon this very fcore is over and ovef
freached, and meets with fuch {pirits as care not ta
hear it, that are mindlefs, careles and difpleafed ;
* i ethis befpeaks fuch to be of the dying hand ; forindeed,
f f“d_l carriages withftand Gods ordinary method ;
S which he frequently ufeth in Scripture to his own
" people incovenant wich him ; for two great ends, the
" one s, that they may remember ity the otheris, that
L i they may ds i,
4 Is not one great end of many inftitutions impofed
v_l R on Ifrael of old, and they found according to com-
i mandmenc in the fame fervices yearly, left chey
fi fhoald forget what God would have them remerpbcr_ s
i and whenthey are pleafed to choofe them a King, it
15 Gods exprefs charge, when he fitreth upon the
§ Throne of his Kingdom , that he fhall write him 2
{ Copy of the Law, and read therein all the dayes of his
g life; thache may learnto keep Gods word. The fafe~
iy £y of thisto the fame people, that have already be-
g ;i hieved is plainly expreffed, and faultinefs in them that
ghg care not to hear it, plainly implyed; and one of the
‘oﬂﬁ_ greatends I have noted, is alfo affigned in 1Cor. 15
U5 I» 2. Morcover brethren, Ideclare unto you the foM
W Which I preached unto you, which alfo yos have rec::mez{,
( ’ and whcreinjou (l»md,} [;] which 4[[0 you. are f,zfyed, 7
W Jon keep in memary what I preached unto yor, unlefs yos
» 4 have believed inain, Then he goethon and fheweth
g% the particulars he had preached to them, Principles
even o plain in the Letter of them, that one woul
think they could not be forgotten; which ftrongly
‘m_thS > that through want of preaching the fame
\ things to them again, they might either lofe the bare
knowledg of the Principles there laid down, or at leaft
- the [pirital force and natare of them . how then doth
e G Tt i




22  Signs of @ Dying or Decaying Cbriﬂia,,.t
Thisvery Scripture reprove fuch as care not to hegp o
fuitable truth often? charging them with falﬂ[inefr-a
forgétting : that of all truch at beft. they know bu: 2
part; and thatby hearing oneand the fame ¢ryhy ;n
gain and again, a man may fee fome excellency furrhe‘
than yet he ever faw : experience will witnefs this tr
the confiderate, Pfal. 3. beginning. S
Now this defect feems to arife from fome wrop
“judgment or apprehentions, that fuch perfons have o

themfelves , they are notionally conceited of foma

latge reach they havein the knowledg of thofe very
things they care ngg to hear; and this defe® in them
is occafioned through want of humble dependance yy:
on God, and fenfible fecling the Spirit of that worg ;
Al my fprings are inthee, IPfﬂl. 87. last. Let any thay
find the cafe thus with them beintreated to be reftlef;
inthemfelyes (notquietor content ) but pray earneft.
fv to God, that he would both beal them from thig
'i%ul diftemper, and alfo fqrg;vc them for this greqe
evil, of entertaining, Or SIVIDG Way to burden at hear.
ingagain, that that grace hath taught’them to know
already. This was that good Shepherd St. Perers great
care, 3 Pet. 1.12: 13,15, whercfore Iwill not be negl;.
gent o pHt you alwayes in ‘rcmemérm?cc o]f thefe tlying,’
though you know them and be eft ablifbed in the prefens
viuth s yea, I think it mect, ds long as I am in this T 4.

bernacle, to flir yort #p by purting yor.in remembrance ;. |

plainly implying that without a frequent repetition of
the fante traths, it was very eafie not oncly to lofe
the remembrance of them, but the fpirlt of themalfo,
Tt was Gods method and exprefs charge to Adofes, that
he fhould keep the memorial of the Paffover from

ycar,'.tOs year in its continued feafon, fuch a year, fuch

r

2 moneth, fuch a Hay muft the {fame Inﬂiguti(m be re-
vived and performed, plaialy putting us in mind how
A e el RECREEI SR Sl
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8 signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriftian., 23
B apt we are to lofe the troe remembrance and relifh
| of an effentiall truth, How often Chriftian hath thy
ft heart been fo warmed at the hearing of fome cruth,
dl as to fay with the two Difciples, Did not onr hearts
B barn Within us whileft he talked with us, and opened to
il 55 the Scriptures ? While the Minifter hath been
gl preaching hath not thy heart been burning, and thy
‘mouth ready to fay with Ifrael, Al thar the Lord
commands wswe will do, andwhether be fends us we will
! go! and yet the next affaulc by the want of bread or
ot water halt thou not alfo with 7 rae/ cried, wherefore
wll bath the Lord bronght us bither to die in this wildernefs ?
g wonldto God we had died in Egypr, where we had bread
‘“K' to the full. How often do ‘we behold fpectacles of
gt mortality carrying to their long homes , and though
?[bﬁ his is our Bigh concern to layit to heart, yet do we
ﬁ"g pur the remembrance of them into the grave with
f them ?, :
d#*  How often do we pray , watch, faft, ot weep the
@ more , tobehold the Meflenger of death come {o near
gl our door? doth not rather the often repetition of
kﬂo“ this pradical, and the other preceptive repetition 0
o GOdS_Council turn to furfet or loathing at leaft toa
,,ggf. lefe ing the very fpiritual fenfe and life that truly
y é lodg in the veins of thofe great infticutions: ‘Now the

l

p Caufes of this decay, which being duly heeded, may
P 4 fﬂ“Vg as remedies for recovery are thefe.
fl  Firft Decay in the fpiritual” appetite. :
! ﬁi‘niecondly Ignorance of the great end ofall Infticu-
| tions. :
. 'T,hﬂ'd‘y, want of Spiritual digefture.
0 Fitft, Decay in the fpiritual appetite. When whol-
fome food is become loathfgme, the fault is not in’
| themeac but in the man ; fuch a perfon wants phyfick ; |
‘ 2’133 f #ll foul (faith Soloman) Jothes the howey-comb, bnt
R s ~ ta




a4 Signs ofa Dying or Decaying Chriftian,
20 the bungry every bitter thing is fweet, . The ftomach 1
rmay be full under a double confideration; Firft from
a real fupply of food, this is both pleafant and profi. §
table bufinefs. To be bungryisa mercy, and to haye
a fapply toftay or fatisfie this hunger is a double mer..
cy. Butfecondly ,a Stomach may be full and yet emp.
ty, meat enough but no appetite to it, through fome
decay or defect inthe ftomach. We fee this in many
i)erfons, that may have w_hat l}eart can wifh, but de. -
{ire faileth in them to their dainty difhes, now loagh.
ing what once they loved, We conclude when in ghig
navural kind appetite faileth y a Confamption gp.
roachech, and withoyt ‘fpeedy remedy will end i
diffolotion. Itis connted in common fefs mifery ¢q,
want meat than to wancappetite. Now when we haye
an effential and fuicable Truch, and our earicch to be ‘g
|

=

S ST

gone , it isan evident fign of ficknefs at heart. Ang
S [T’laY be, and yet the perfon very ux}fenhblc of ir,
Thou_fayeft 1 am rich and cncreafed with goods | ang i
Fave need of nothing, ””"{kmweﬂ Pt rh)ou AT Posy, ;
wiferable wretehed , blind , and naked, Rev. 3, 17, :;
Here is a dreadful deep decay, buc o far are they |4
from feeling it that they fay they ate tich.2nd hayg d%
need of nothing. O Chriftuans, woe beto us if once |
we are foll ; let uslook to oux fpiritual appetice, daily ﬁ

wor ic a ion of daily healch. My foul chirRech fop
t(-lgggiiltshe }t‘{;art thir&zth for the water brooks ; it wag
thus with David, the more he draqk, the more he |
was athir(t ; the deepes the fweeter is the fountain of V‘:
God : Mat..§.6. Bleffed are Je that hunger and thizp* %“
ed. _
for z & /Zﬂf‘éclg'ﬂlcaufe of this decay may be thisigno. }
ranZé of the great end of all Ir}fhtuuons.1 no fervice 1
of God but is fpecial and appointed for fpecial ends |8
.andis profiablein the Wfeof itfor Dodtrine, for Rex

e
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proof, for Corredion, for Inftruction in righteoufnefs,
f@lto this noble end, thatthe man of God may be per-
i fect, throughly furnifhed to all good works. Every
Jitfervice for God will be burthenfome, if weareigno-
! Tant of the great end of that fervice ; we fhould ne-
M‘,qur go to hear Gods Word, but fhould carry along
with us knowledg of the two great ends of that Infti-
tution , his own Honour, and our Eternal Good :
this will be like a large Mornings walk by a pleafant
i xiver fide, it will caufe an apetite to wholfome food
wtda with David, to fay my foul longeth for God. The
gt leaft Nail in Gods Temple hath its meaning, and did
gt We ftudy the meaning of all Appointments, we fhould
# With Curius thitlt longfor the time of Gods unfold-
@ 1ng them. The worth of a Precept where men perifft
o) for want of counfel is beft known, the fweet that is
fif lodged in every Promife is onely underftood by the
¢ needy foul - and the advantage that may be gathered
,o‘.by a Threatning is beft known to fuch, as carry daily
. up and down wich them the feeling fenfe and weight
‘r;ﬂ of eternal mifcarrying. ;
J'd 3. Athird Caufe of this Decay, is want of Spiritu=
¢y #l Digelture : Cuftomary Meals are a great burden to
J? the foul thac hath an ill Digefture ; it is. a certairt
l@ fymptome of a foul ftomach, when the food reftsand
gy COTTUpLs there, not turning to ufual nourithment fuch
q perfons are liftlefs, dull, heavy, and flow of motion,

8 vunming rowards an apparent decay, which is demon-
o ftrated

;
i
i

by their thin vifage, faint fpirit , feeble knees,

a* and ‘t:‘Cmblmg joynts | hollow eyes, inward fpeech.
. No Mother can [ook upon her Son' in this cafe, but
‘ with deep lamentation , and utmo(t diligence to ob-

tain remedy, with a feeling fenfe of that fatal confe~
A duence chat will attend fo fad'a difeafe, crying o,
gt cxceptfpcedy releafe God will write me childiefs,
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. “Now there isinthe natural Body truly diltinguiheq |
ewo kinds of Digeltures, both undue, “yet both ed
applicatory to the work in hand, one is when fﬁy
food digeits fo eafily, that it hath not turned tg g e [
rifhment, the Cud cheweth not ; it paffed throy ]?El‘ &
in the fame nature and kind as it was received in gn'“
remaining in the flomach a due time for (e ot
turn to nourifhment. Another is, when it liech téo
Jong, and fo corrupts in the ftomach; thefe aye truo J
Fmblemsof an ill (piritual digefture, when the wOre
heard goesas it comes, takes not root d‘?WHWar ds, nod ;
bringeth fruit upwards, or elfe it is received, and (1 3 JM
cth undigefted into a fuitable praltice, not aanerig’ g I
the end for whichit was fent : It bringeth forch, by ﬂ?[',a
it is briars and thotns , envying and ftrife ; one Ott‘ M
Paxl, and another of Apollo, another of Sephas, ang )

another of Cheift s the wordis heard by all, buc ng, |,#
rightly digefted by many. -aﬂ;w
il il o
CHAD:. IV f«tﬁ:

e s 2 g0 e i
Briefly oewn, hoyw want of humility and charity in | M
‘ ’:;ﬁ]: mﬂfct%? thew diﬂi@ what is P"F’(‘fbfd- : JM. fj;
' SIGN IV. ‘ m

Hen few Sermons will pleafé you, eithey Y

you like not Matter 5 0 Manner, oy, j
Man, or Place, : ‘
" wWhen Perfons come to this decay, that they nop
onely are weary to hear one matter often, but few |
) Sermons pleafe them they are then ready to throy
 offall,andit is ufuall
Sign, viz. They w1

fually known by this vety chara&er in [#
i cither find fome fault with the |
' matter ; 4

\
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matter ; or elfe diflike the manner, or elfe the man,
®or the place; and whereverthis is found in perfon ox
perfons,-without juft occafion given them, fuch cer-
tainly cannot ftand long in their Profeffion, withont
penitent reformation,

Letbut hearers, when they come to Sermons, feave
charity behind chem, how eafily may thiey difturk
#themfelves and others in one of thefe cafes; As for
fimater, will they not reply, it it fuchas [ know alrea-

ﬁﬂft@y as well as the Minifter can tell me; otherwifeit
s but poor weak ordinary matter : andas to the man-

fancr, will they not reply, either he fpeaks too high,

| Or too loud, that they like not; or in their account .
¥inot high enough, too low that they like not; others =<
be wife in their account, too faft or too flow, andall this
#ithey like not,
8 Now a5 to the man, thisbeing firlt premifed, heis
fgone that hath ordinary approbation and feal from Hea-
\ven to his Miniftry, in the bringing through grace
Hinners to converfion; why as to fuch a man, they dif-
#like him, and manifeft their diflike ; yet being asked
L can give no reafon; nay it is probable to fay craly,
‘they cannot tell why they diflike him, but yer they
.ﬁdof they are not free to hear fucha man. Isnotthis
#a [illy weaknefs got among fome Profeffors, the good
| Lord undeceive and humble fuch : furely it’s poffible
for fome to fhew diflike in fome, or all thefe cafes, and
o as l{tclc caufe forit, asCorab and his Company, had to
ﬁ’.dlﬂlkc as they did, Asofes and Aaron, Numb, 16.3.
!"7} 7‘/3:} gathered themfelves tegether againft Mofes, and a-
A Zainft daron, awd faid to them, ye take too much #pon
{ Jou, fecing all the Congregation is holy, every one of them ;
{0 and the Iord is among thew 5 wherefore then lift ye up
Jour felves above the the Congregasion of the Lord. How
Canfelefs this carriage was from Corab, Dathan, and
: % ' Abiram,
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Abiram, with two hundred and fifty Princes, thep. 8
from Heaven in a way not common difcovers th,
that die , die not the common death of all mep ay‘
that Chapter fully fhews; fo heinous was thejy ﬁ,’,-s
Gods account , to murmur againft his fervanes witk |0}
onta canfe : And isic thena new thing; that fych b‘ .
in Churches now under this decaying fign, of d flikin

| matter, manner, oOr man? was not this very fpirit go%
into the Corinth Church, and bold even to fhe i
. felf againft che holy man St. Paul,_ that had beg otter
them to the faith, 2 Epift.10. For his Letters, fay they.
| aveweighty and powerful, but his bodily prefence speq 1
" andbis [peech contemprible, Here they were not fparins
io vent themfelyes; the fmall caufe they had | 58
the unreafonablenefs of that their diflike, let the ¢y |
fiderate judge, whofe confcience is notafleep. Ay
in 1 Cor. 4. fuchalike fplrxt.dxfcove,rs it felf, after fy
ungracious a rate, as that Wife-man’s reply will ay;.

e
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dence, in verfe 3 Byt with me it is avery [mall thin, [f
tlf;t 7 foontd ‘be judged of you, or mans Judgment thég;; r[r‘

2 ¢t the Apoftles fools, themfelves w_ife, the @
j\c;gﬁ?es weak, themfelyes frong ; by all this, With? ;’p

*"ur adding what Scriptures more might be added,

is very evident, if we will take ;}h: holy Spirits cefy; ’l
mony, that foch perfons under this ]}/eryhﬁgn wete i M
the Apoftles dayes; and doth not a ol't e teﬁ,mm g
ofa good confcience fay, there are fuch even now
It is very poflible for fome tempers to find f?*“'t;{
or pick asit were a quarrel at one tht.nig or another jnugf
the Ordinance of Preachmg even as It WEre o create %y
occafion, ‘There is.a dlfe_afg attends fpmc perfong
¢hat will not be pleafed | it 1s next to 1mpofiible ¢
ratifie them to content s neither Barnabas Bor Bonay
i will fadsfie. ThisSign takes notice 0f four Com. ‘
plaints, Here'is a hand of Divine Proyidence thgxs -
e

f
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ftone; Defigns good 'in its fall where it reftech, the
ihand is not difcerned, nor regarded, namely the end

dlone Complaint is, the Matter is not liked, itis fome

they want fome Novelty. This is truly emblem’d
in wanton Children, who are fo full fed chey know

’ W‘ADaintics that their poor Neighbotirs Children would
o leapat the remnants of, - This Difeafe in the fpiritnal

A Bread, and of the hearing the Word of God. ~Ano-

 ther Complaint is againft the manner of delivery ;
O we are got fo far perhaps that we will not take offence
(it at the matter, but the manner ; fomething is to be

‘wuﬂ faid againft that, ic was not dithed up in fuch a |
wf”' Drefs, with fuch a Voice and Prefence as liked this |
WJ full flomach : thus the Manner is quarrelled at, Ano- |

ther Comphint is againft the Man; you like perhaps

the Matter and Manner , but it is fiich a Man, for
whom you have little charity, and as lictle caufe per-
haps ; but fo it is you like not the Man, allthis while
the Devil’s Trade goes on, if he can bring youto quat-
relat Matter, Manner, Man, or Place ; {o you lofe the
profit he gains his End, and God lofeth his Honour;
I Profeffors fook to your hearts here, and lay afidethefe
w excules. or quit your Profeffion ; examineif youlive
up to that mean Matter you account you heard this
i day; examine if the Manner will ftand 'in Gods fight,
i “or yousto contend againft to your own lofs, And
forthe Man, examine in your own fpirit, whofe O%

ft
j

.

= =T

—
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iwherefore the ftone % thrown, but by and by like the ),
g thorney ground, Hearers, offence is taken, and feveral |
complaints are brought in againit the ftone, but no re- |
gard is flill had to the hand that threw the ftone; |

truth'they know already, their ears itch ac this, and |
:OVQ not what to eat, but are ready to nauceate thofe ¢

: j[ and natural Body is a fore-runner both of a Famin of *
f

g Afs hath he taken, while he is robbing perhaps '
d e o i AT SR Ahimfelf



30 Signs of aDying or Decaying Chriftiany

himfelf and his to do you fervice for this requital ,
‘ )

Give Chrift Jelus leave to fpeak here a conclyd;
word, Adatt. 13.16,17,18, 19, But ’””frmutofbnl
1 liken this Generation, tislike wnto Childyen [ittin atl
the Market, and ani to their fellows, faying, we by
piped unto ]ow,mnd you have net danced ; we i ”‘Our:c
wed to you, and ge have not lamented. For Jobn cape
weither eating nor drinking, and they fay be bath 4 Di’vize
the Son of Man came cating and drinking , and ye'r, 3
bebold o man gluttonons, awine-bibber, afriend of I’ug s
licans and finmers 5 bait les me tell you this, that Wi do»;
is juftified of her Children.

Object. What Caufes may be affigned for this De.

tay?
Anf. Theletwo. -~
Firlt, Want of Humility.
Secondly, Want of Charity.

Firlt, Want of Humility. The humble Soul Where

T in

i
51

|

i

ever he comes he is fo debafed at his own worthef. §

fefs and undone ftate, that the meanelt morfel, i §

really bread, is mercy to him, he can feed heartj]

' upon pulfe, and [00k fair withit, and is thankful, fing. |

ing matter for praife, and nonc for repining, his hy.

" miliation leads him to contentednefs, and his con.

tentednefs to thankfulnefs , the lower he lies, the
more he thrives, - It is a_famous Inftance which Do,
&or Taylor gives us of the Duke of Conde. 1 haye
read (faith he) thac when the Duke of Conde had e

teed voluntarily intothe incommodities of a Religious
was one day efpied, and pitied by aLord .

Poverty, he : _
of Italy, who out of tendernefs withed him to be

more careful and nutritive of his perfon. The good
Duke anfwered, Sir, be not troubled, and ‘think nop

ehat I am ill provided of conveniencies ; for Ifend an § i
Harbinger before me, who makes ready my lodgings: §
every o
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- ""Bithen will love be in its greatelt lultre, 1 Cor13:73
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“very nighe, and takes care that 1 be royally entertain= f

ed. The Lord asked him; who was his Hacbinger, he |
aniwered, The knowledge of my felf, \and. the eonfi- |

cration of what 7 deferve for my (ins, which iseter= 1/ *

:gl torment ; and when with this knowledg I arrive |
.My lodging, how unprovided foever Ifind it, me |

4 :?mks it is ever berter. than I deferve. Qh t letus
j “'Wayes remember, allis well on thisfide hiell.

vCrb“le;econdly, Want of Charity, It is a true, Pro-
r Sove maketh the Law eafie. - What Sermot, OF
l‘:lr ;?tn, ?li Place may not a man find oceafion to q_q.m:-‘
faith ] 11 le comes: to it wichoiit charity. Chariy,

th the bleffed Apoftle bears all things , its Contrary.

<418 nothing ; Charity covereth'a_multitude of fins,

irs ol el 1 OF:LY
.Contrary multiplies aggravations of fins ; Chatity’

;l".nkel‘h no illits Contrai'y thinketh notbing elfe but.
ons Ci‘ﬂnty puts:the beft interpretation upon a!ln&é‘
thigs ésl contrary puts the worlt : nothing liker Gg T
vil' tha 1arity, for God islove s norbing' liker the De-
5 de:‘] its Contr:{ry : Love wrought wicth God, w}h.c:_rf:
Ove eeved no pity, to fend his dear Son full of pity;

o our mifery made him lofe his life to fave ours.
perfen I faw thee in thy blood to the [oathing of thy
10 1 faid unto thee, live ; that time was the time

Ove, Ezekisl 16: He Was swoindédl for oar tranf-

&reffions, bruifed For onr iniguities, the chaftifement of

::i:gzz"zfehwm laid upon him , thar with bis [tripes i
rom oot ed, Ifaiah §.3. Chriftians, won'd you get

M under ¢hjg decay ; Doth few Sermons either as 10
anner,or Man, pleafe you ; get into the fpirit
» that wilj give grains of allowance , that will
conftru@ion upon every adion, when
ole g Heﬁrix1g, Conitention ¢eafeth, yea when

Blorious lights of Faich and Hope hath done fhi-
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CHAP, . Vi

Sthat deceit.

SIGN V.

Hen yor think you kuow encugh,

The greatnefs of this defe®, and the da
ger of it maybe feen, if fomething be premifeq 'an&
confidered. ‘When you think you know enough .- g,
i5, you are grown fo tall in the knowledge OEGodt
and the Ordinances of his Houfe; the way to his King
dom ;. the ftrength. of your adverfuties, the Flefh“

* World, and Devil, ;and the plague of ypur own heary

as think they know enough s if their thoughts be e
drofs deceit; and then what need of Hearing of AfL
fembling, or crying after knowledg, or lifting up 1,
voice for underftanding? Is not this grofs deceis
grown fomewhat common, but of dangerous tender,.
cy, to knockboth heart and hand from off the megpg
God hath ordained to encreafe.and fancific kngy,
ledge ? Isnot fucha conceit the road way toAtheifn s
" Were itnot gotten among fome fleepy Chriftiang ir‘l
the A poftles time 2. Doth not that faying,1 Cor.8. ok
dire@ly aim at fuch? If any man think that he kugyy b
any thing , be-kmoweth nothing yet-as ‘lﬂt’ onght to kurd
Bt if any man love God the (ame is known of i
As much asif the Apoltle fhould fay, you think ¥
know much, truly if you know fo much as that yq
lowe God,yon are known of him ; and if you know this,

Containing five Caufes of deceitful thinking we ko s
nough 5 with four marks to know when we ay, #ndep )

for all this mult be premifed, as being in fuch perfon, |8

yop know what you can know in this life 5 but if o, i

know.not this, you know nothing yet as you oughe ro
.knOW,“
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8igns of a Dying or Decaying Chriftian, 33
know, whatever you think of your felves: and there-
fore look toit.” that you love God, and dwell nort a-
bout this or that tall conceic of your knowledge 5 but
if you or any man love him, the fame is known of
him : And this I fhall humbly add , if any man love
God, the fame hath learned to think foberly or mean-
ly of himfelf,

But the danger of this appears further, if we con-
fider, that fome for being under this dying 5184,
were‘about to be fpewed out of Gods month, Kevel.
3. 17, Becanfe thow fayeft, L am rich, and encreafed
with goods, and bave ieed of morhing, (yet art fo igno-
YA0L) OF knoweff not that thow art wrerched. , milerable,
poor, blindy and naked, How doth the holy fpirit 1=
ftrate to us che miferable eltate ofthis People, under
this dying Sign ? wretched , one would think that es |
nough ; yet hie adds 37iferable, and thatis not enough ||
to fetit out, butthe{ are Poot; Elind, and Naked’y |
In a word, they are quite”the contrary to what they
think of themfelves, and what is in growing Chris
ftians, el i .

It 1s'a troe Chara&er of a pracious growing Sog!

 he never thinks he knows enough of the deceitfuluefs

of bis own heart , the other knowledge it 1s that com-
eth nnder this dyingSign. * This knowledg encreafeth

. bumility ; the other encreafeth pride : *Tis ecrtain

that perfons under this conceit chac they know €-

- nough do litcle ftudy cheit own hears, which is deceitful

above all things and defperately wicked, who tan know it
I the Lord fezﬁ*ch the h};arc, ‘i{ainlvkm;plying, [hn[\t when
we have ftudied all our dayes the knowledg of otr
carts, we fhall ftill be buc Children in that know=

cdg. It isone of the Lords Prerogatives, both to
10w ‘the heart and fearch ic. Therefore when God

had faid the heart is deceitful above all things ; who
D2’ can
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can know it, he gives this Refolution, No mortal man

can, 1 the Lord fearchiz. Chriltians may very truly dif.

cernthe difference berween fpiritual and carnal knoy. |

ledg,the Pulfe of the one beating ftrongly to a large a
eainment in knowledge for knowledge (ake, the other g4
diligent to increafe 1 knowledge tor practife fake , the
one the more be kxnows himfelf, the more he /4,
hicafelf ; the other the more-he knows himfelf, the
more he falls in love with himfelf; Ah Chfiﬁiax’ug if
we know God in his greatwe[s, {0 as to _fmrhim',a,nd
in his goodnefs fofar as to love him, andin his sy,
{o much as to be thankful, dand in his juftice fo muc[],
as.to be humble; this will lead us into the ftudy. of
" ‘our felf to.thac degree of felf-acknowledgment wich,
g00d David, Pfalms 119,120. 2y flefb trembleth fyy
fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy Judgments.

Now 1 fhall wich Gods help {hew. fome caufes of
this Deceit;, you may think you know:enough,

Fielt, when you meafure what you know by yay,
own eyes or light; you do think fo, not meafurin
what you know by the Rule of Knowledge, the Worgd
of God, 1 Car 10: 13- For we dare not. make onr felye,
of the number ; or compare our [elves With fome. thay
commend themfelvis s but they mtafuring themfilyes
swith themfelves, by comparing themfelves among thesy,.
felves, are niot Wife, Prov. 30 12. 7 beve is a generation
‘that are ‘pnrc in theiy own eyes, Jet not wafbed from theiy

ﬁ[ﬂ'ﬂiﬂff [

3y thefe Texts you may fee what miferable iudg-l

ment men wilf make of things, whenthey walk by the
fight of their own eyes . contrary to God's ‘exprefs
charge, Dest- 12 8. You fhall not do after all things 1,
do bere this day, everymay What is right inhis own eyes.

_ Secondly, Another Caufe may be this, V_Vh{:n'you
sneafure what you know by what once youdid know .
R 11 |
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not confidering that further’ knowledg forceth furtber
light, and calls for proportionable pradife @ When I
was a child, I [pake as a child, I underfiood as @ child,
but when I became a man I put away ¢ hildifp things.
Thirdly, When you meafure what you know ;" by
fecing others that profefs they know, do as they-do,
Tit. 1. 16, They profefs they know God, but in works they
deny bim. Othér mens a@ions muft no further bea ruley
forus, notwith tanding their knowledsg, then as their a-
¢tions accord with Gods Word,the rule of knowledg-
Fourcily, When you meafure what you know, by
what you are difpofed to practice, or do; men pict
and choofe what Commands they will obferve, and
how to obferve them, in our dayes : Some Commands |
fuit more ‘with the nature and difpofiion of perfons |
than other Commands do ; they that cannot €n ure
Drunkennefs, can give wayto paffion ; they thatcan-
not end ure Uncleannefs, can give way to Covetonfnefs s
but as the victory is glorious when gotten OVEl,

fl what was moft difficult; fo meafuring what Wwe

know, not by what we are difpofed to doe; but
what God commands usto doe is the trueft way of
tuleto meafure by, for che carnal man will make the
Law of Nations his guide , the moral man the Ten
Commandments his guide, the Antichriftian man the

| falfe Spiric his guide ; and all meafure themfelves by

their guide : bucthe undeceived Chriftian man makes
God§ Word his guide, and meafures what he knows.,
by his walking like that; T the Law and tothe Tefbi-

- mony, if they (peak not according to this Word, “1is be-

canfe theve is no light in them, 1. 8. 20.

Fifthly, When you meafure not what you know,
by whatGod inhis Word calls you perfonally to do,
when thofe efpecial Commands that lie upon you;

as Husband ro Wife, wife to Husband, Father to € hild,
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Child to Father, Mafterto Servant, Servans 4,
fter, are.lefc undone, or o lamely done » that they
are full of cracks: and fliws; the Religion of fy hey
vain, and contrary comparifons to chis, as vain -3
deceitfal. This was the evil of the Scribes ang phan.d
fees, they minded Amnis and Cummin, bue mrrlegh
qudgment, mercy, and faith, the weightier mdt/er:‘\of tzd
Law : all doings are fhews without fubftance Wh'[g
the weightier matters are left undone, 7m}m; 1,21 2
If any man [eem to be religions, and bridleth not bis tomf'
be deceives his ownhears 5 this mans Religion i iy Val c.’
Confider this in the fear of God., . A
Objett. But how may we know we are deceiVed
with this deceit,
sl Firlt, When you havea low value of thof;
means, that under God firft brought you to know . Ie
nota Sermon a low thing wich you? this and thae I’rcas
cher, that one was high in your account, now wea;;
and mean in yourelteem? Now youare {ull, 0w 35
are rich; and have raigned as Kings f””b"”’ 2 I woyly
0 God you did raigr, vhat we alfo might raign Wi}, Jou
1.Cor. 4. 8. : H0 d
Secondly, Whenyou are mighty prodigal of whag
~ you know, thinking no matcer well managed, thae vou
have not moft voice in, Prov. 15. 2« 7 be tongue of 4,
- yife ufeth knowledg aright but the moitth of fools pryyyy
forth felifpmefs. SO Proy.29.11: A'./ae‘_fool #itererh 4y
bis mind, bnt & wife man !grpft/;r it in whils aftip.
e
o Thnd[y, When you p](.ﬂf(f your felf with the
thoughts that few or none1n knowledg out(trip you,
having a fecret fcorn to compare yout felves with ,’
ny; that is, when you think none fs able to fay morg
| to a Text of Scripture, thatr you have done., s
‘knows the hp]y f?irits m,!ﬂd mﬂl‘e [hf(ﬂ vont [?-IVCS‘
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Fer. 8.8, wreare wife, (We by way of fingularity,) and |
the Law of the Lord is with us : AL the fame ,Ume‘Gf) :
faith, What wifdom is in them 2 o tlsabur 2t

Fourthly, When in all matrers material, youware not
carefal to také counfel of God, before you bring them
to action, Prov. 15, 28, The heart of the wife JHudicth o
anfwer |, but the month of fools pourcth forth foq/;fbmé;’
And Chap. 3. 6. Jnall thy Wayes ackuowledg him 5 A
he (hall diyect thy paths.

CHAP, VI

|

Containing in it Chriftian apinefs, throngh wval‘?:lf’./;;ritf
neglect coming to Chrifts Table; witha Jhort (Ltlt hrg 4
tion of offences, that [eomingly may binder 5 4%
Canfes of  this Decay.

SIGN. VI.

Hen a [mall occafion will keep yo* by ro;f;
Chrifts Table, or comunion W 2L
Ghurchof God. - : '

By Chg;’ts Table here , 1 -would be l,nder[’c(i)o.d
Chrift Jefus his own inftitution the night hff o Bce:
trayed ; which he fet on foot to bis Pemitert F
lieving, Baptized Difciples, 1 Cor. 11+ 23, 24. For ¥
have reccived of the Lord, that Which I qlfo d‘glwt}:_e
unto you, that the Lord fefus, the [ame AL NS
he was betrayed, took, bread , and when be had ST
thanks be brake it, and faid , T ake, eat., this #5 my body
broken for you s this do in remembrance of mes Ana 4=
ter the fame manner be took the Cup, when he had flfPPed>
faying, This Cup is the New Telament in m]vt)/ood 3
Thisdo , as often as you drink_itin remembrance o me-

D 4 T hefe



38  Sigus of a Dying or Decaying Chriftian,
Thefe Scriprures prove it to be Chrift Jefus his own
inftitution, ‘and therefore a ducy for his peopleto he
found in often,

But it being fomewhat befide the bufinefs in hand,
to treat in particular of all the ufes and ends of chig
blefled inltitution, my work here is to be inftrumen-
tal, ifthe Lord will, to deter believers upon fome oc..
cafions thar they have taken, to neglect this duty that
is weighty, and not to be omitted or abufed, as they wil|
anfwer Chriit Jefus, who is ready to take anaccount;
it being that Ordinance that dothinamoft lively man-
ner exprefs the certainty of his fuffering, inhis body
being broken , and his blood poured out, that he
might finifh the work of wans Redemption, and re-
main at the Fathers right hand, Mediator between
God and Man, the Man Chrift Jefus, againtt all the op-
poficion of that corrupt Spiric, that feeks in our dayes
to difparage and extinguifh this bleffed Ordinance,
thereby to root out of mens underftandings the cer_
tainty of Chrift Jefus being a .per_fonal. flefhly fub-
f¥ance; and fo converting him into a prm, contrary
to this faying of his, after his refurrection . Behold
my bands and my feet, that it.is m) Jelf, handle me and

., fora Spirit hath not flefly and bone as you feeme bave,
ke 24.309. Ads1.9,10,11I. I he neceflity of be.-
Jieving this s evidenced by the fad confequence of the
contrary, fordenying Chrift chus to bea flefbly fuh.
{tance, and copvering him into a Spirit, any Spirig,
or évery Spirit; and fo in truth deny tbc Chrilt of
God . And then blind, injudicious men, may form ¢o
themfelves, and world, what they will fancy to caj
their Chrift; Thispremifed to the Explication of the
Lords Table. ‘ :

" Now when a fmall occafion will hinder us from
this Service , it is a certain matrk of decay in the
3% j POWC:
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B Signs of aDying or Decaying Chriftian. - 39
WPower of Godlinefs, and that the Autbority of the
#Perfon that gave Being to this Truth, and the great:
plend and ufes of this Service have little prefence in onr
bearrs: What Friend can behold his Friend, not oncly
fweepfor him, butbleed for him ; not onely bleed for:
ﬂﬁhxm till a fainting fic, buetill deathfeize on every part,
gland puc a perfed period to his Life;and not weep with
m;‘.hlm, yea and bleed with him, yea and dye wich him,
I,‘F'Our Lord Jefus faith peradventure for a good man one
{ would even dare to die, much more with fucha com-
¢ mon good man that is innocent, and dies for a fellow
i 80od man that is guilty ; furely who would forbear to
jl die with fuch a one. 2
! But thisis nota fufficient Parallel to the wotk be-
Ji fore us : Here is not a Friend dying for his Frlenq;
g but here is one thac never did fin, meither was guile
iad found in bis mouth, crying out, my fonl is exceeding [or-
ift rowful even unte death , brought as a Lamb ro the
of flaughter | befer wich a bitter agony , fweating as it
@ were great drops of Blood aman of Sorrows, and ac-
ji quainted with Griefs, oppreffed , and afflicted, and
¢ bruifed . then taken from Prifon, and from Judg"
M ment; hishair pulled off, his vifage marred more than
4 any mans, his face fpic on., his head crowned with
il thorns, his hands and his feet nailed to a C7o/5, 4
# Spear thruft inco bis fide, and his whole Body fixten
a ['reein a bitcer torturing manner, for three full hours
togecher he remains in deepanguifh, fo that the Vail
of the Templeat Jepufalers was rent intwainfrom the
toptothe bottom, and the Earth did quake, and the
Rocks rent, and the Graves open’d, and many dead bodies
Came ost of their Graves, and appear’'d unto manj, and
darknefs was upen the whole Earth for that three howrs,
and the Keepers tremble , and become 1s desd men,
and fear with anguifh came upon all fleth, and il?_thls
1er
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40:  Signs of 4 Dying or Decaying Chyift;y,,
bitter Agony he cries: out, Az God,'m :
thow forfakenme. A i ’”/’J-l?aﬁ '
- Comenow and let me ‘take thee by the R
Chriftian friend, and we will walk to Zysa, and m
aswe go of whac hath happened 5 furely jc wijy A
us fad ; for the perfon on whom this Tragedy “:,kc
acted, was one Jefns of Nazareth; a Propher mighs as
deed and word' before God and all the pesple, Byt ‘ghm
will believe this repore, and to whom is chis app, of the |
Lord revealed ; for he wis thus wounded for gy, big fe :
greffions, and bruifed for our Iniquities, the dlaﬁj?': ,
ment of onr peace was laid upon him, thag with h? |
firipes we might be healed : All we like théep haye : s
altray, and have tutned eyery one into his owy, i n
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of yg 47 >
(US ALL) isa word of greatemphafis, wore}, s
be enquired into': Who this Ts al/ meaneth, 1 fhy)| tell
you, and the Good Lord open your eyes | thatyoy |
may tell your felves ; itis Zran/grefors, Rebels, Foseids

talj ;‘

ors, Enemics in their minds 5 115" Sanls, great p i
tors, Mary Magdeleres, in WhOM Were feavey pypnyy
it is Manaffes, Charmers, Sorcerers, B[a{/fp{yp;'ﬂcr‘r’ Sires
yers, Fornicators, Idolaters, Aﬂulm_-cr;, Thieves, Core..
tous, Drunkards, Revilers, Extortioners, and fuch [jyq
Worfhippers of Idol Gods made of Wood and Stone.

sothat here isnota Friend dying for his Friend, no. |
aChild for his Father, nor a Brother for l.ns Brolher, |
nota Servant for his Mafter, nor a Subjelt for pic
Prince , but here is the Son of God, ;h; Lord of I ife
ahd Glary coming from the bofom of (md,‘ taking uhel
on himfelf a coritemptible life, and & curfed, painfyl,
and thameful déath upon the Crofs, that hf mighy
redeém thefe very perfons from the wrath of God ang
pangs of Hell to all eternity, where otherwife defer.,
vedly they mult have been alwayes dying, yet ﬂl&;{nyes
5231 iving




Bliving in endlefs flames , gnawing - their: tongues for
fipain, weeping ; wailing , gnafhing of teeth in that

Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriftian. 4%

ﬁy.glace prepared of old, the pile whereof is fire and

rimftone, where their worm »ewer dieth, and their

fire never goerh ot , but remains tormented for ever

I and cver with the Devil and bis Angels, from which
Iftate this bleffed Son of God delivers and proclalm;
i the greatnefs of this his love to every finner, and hat

/
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inltituted this great fervice in remembrance of this

his bitter Paffion, that fuch for whom he drank this

/ bitter Cup might fhew forth this his deathtill he fhall

come the fecond time without fin to falvatloni] o
any then caft their eye upon the perfon, wort 1 .
wounds of this bleeding love , and not .fall 0y h?vci;
yea be fick with love after daily Communion Wit %
aone. What can fuch thus redeem’d from this grcfé
woe, by this great Lord, to fuch a great ﬂmeﬁ és d
be called the adopted Sons and Daughters of 130%,
and yet leta fmall occafion. keep them from Commg-
niodﬂ with their Lord and his redeemed, and not be
under deep decay, &c.

For an‘;’ thegefore to eftrange themfelves ?0[3
Chrift’s Table, - it being no lefs than a refufing g9 (1)0
he hath prepared; becaufe things go not jultas n;t)y
would have them, doth greatly argue shelett 1008
in themfelves though not by fuch heeded ; they being
great wanderers abroad in the wayes of othets; per&
haps more bufying themfelves than they ought, an
yet as great ftrangers at ‘home to felf-examinas
tion, and due perfonal preparation, which where ever
it is, is that indeed that fo warrantably calls l?erﬁ.ms
to come to Chrilt Jefus’s Feaflt, of Bread and Wi,
purchafed wich his Blood ; . that negligence therein wil
prove no lefs than their great fin ; Whatis it thetefore

that thould keep us from that fervice, wherein by faif,l;



A2 Signs of aDying or Decaying Chriftian,
We areto feed, asit wereupon the flefh of the Sop o

God ? ‘whofe flefb 1s meat indecd, and whofe blood i drink i ‘

éndeed. | ruly nothing but felf-unworthinefs or yp*
preparednefs : Surely, furely, the fpritual growiy

Chriftian . whofe hungrings and t_lurﬂlngs are afiep
houtly communion with Jefus Chrift, can better fo,_
go his natural food a thoufand times, than yield toq
fett from this performance = Letus therefore examine
our felves, that we are meet fubje@s , difcerning 4},
Lords Body, and fo let 15 eat that Bread, and drink ¢},
C”IF\’Tow the Caufes of this decay , ot yielding upon
fmall occafions, to abfent from Chrifts L'able, may ba

thefe three. b ! :
Firlt , Too great Ignorance W 0 are the Subjeq

Chrift calls to this Service.
secondly, Too to0 great aptnefs to be eafily proye.

d. :
chhirdly, want of love to Jefus Chrift, the Authg,

of this Service. /

Firlt . Too great Igaorance who are the Subjeg
Chrift calls to this Setvice ; which confifts ina mifcop
ftruing his general invitation to all penitent, belieying
baptized Difciples, who have had an orderly admj
tance thus far | and by way of Precept are enjoyneq
both to come to this Service, and continue in it ;" T7,
fame day were added to the Charch three thoufand o4,
wnd they continued [Redfaft in the Apoftles doétrine, ﬁ,[:
low/bip, breaking of 6;-md,~ and_ prayer : it is peculiag|
uato fuch appotnted and f mdified, that they may kee
in remembrance their Lord and Saviom’s Paﬂiof
S often as ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup J;
do fhew fortly the Lovds death till he come,” But | Wéuld
not be miftaken here, as fh;lt I mean, the outw gy

Gadge of thefe onely, makes righc Subjects for Chrif’s
. Cﬂl_l;

|
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i :S'zgm of a Dying or Decaying Chriftian, 43
ffmll; yet, this ””‘?”“74 mult be , but woto it when it
s S_alpnc : The Kings Daughter is to be all glorious
Merlt iin, as well as her garment of wrought gold : The
r“r‘ _aﬁt;gerer and thir{ter after his fupply, that {enlibly fees
gd‘afte];s fprings to bein him ; and asthe Hart panteth
w"_' % the brooks of water, hath his foul crying. Oh
"ai to ‘I:)n fhall I come and appear before him? negligence

# B“hus fitted, caufeth ignorance of Chrifts Call,
:t‘dq Yo “tkf‘“’“dly , Too too great aptnefs to be ealily
,,‘;{a 5} 11"6’ ed : Some Chriftians are fo weak , that they
i"ﬁ rl : e {till forming difcontent to themfelves, ill intex=
i aﬁ.“?]g others acions, and ftraining at every Gnat
g“' a (;c generally comes through weaknefsin judgment,
ﬂ"f h? humpmcfs to be bufying them{elves with their
;" leg’ Calling, and the worth of Gods gracious privi=
"b#‘ m ges afforded them; by which means the inward
i fn;m is too much raked or made raw, and fo aptt®
P‘o" m a({t at everylittle touch; as fpecial care therefore
B 1 ; lbe had in Churches, thatnone give juft offence 5
xﬂ‘h_ﬂ. 3 J 1t none upon too light account: take offence ; for
A l,:i[ oth but argue fuch Children ot Babes in Chriﬁia-
s fre}’],q‘ and greatly rob themfelves of that fpiritual ge-
[ch? {ent 'ng {.}’“‘-"gth, that otherwife might be thct_r-gr&
53; th P ;: rtion , and fill their heact with difquiering
im,l ta}?il:]g its to the hindring their fpiritual appetitc from
‘A for .ﬁ]m that rich refrefhment, Chrift Jefus Table 15
ol [El; twith for every prepared Gueft. :
0,{- [hOr“thluydl‘yv' Want of love to Jefus Chrift, the Au-
| £” S ho this Service ; All thofe motives that provoke
g f;alrt to love Jefus Chrift, fhould be adive now;
) /] Tan iegreatnefs of his love to purchafe this Service
i fma?s’ fW"h 1o lefs price than his precious blood ; the
1} 0 ln'e s of our deferc to procure this ; rogether with
e high priviledges it fignifies us beirs unto : Bebold

wl
hat manner of love the Father hath beftowed on s, that
' we




we fhonld be called, “(or accounted) the Sons of Gog. 5,
were before Without| Chrift, &c’ But now m@de,ni%
through the blood of Chriff. How fhould this PrOVo'iE”
our fervent love to him, to be crying out wick the
Spoufe inthe Canticles ; J4y beloved is fair and yy, dc
the chiefeft ameng ten thonfand. Cettainly, my friengd
were our hearts truly fpiritual, we could not chog
but fee fingular defert in Jefus Chrift; calling for t‘h:
greateft of our love, in a holy affection to the injg,.
ing of him, and ‘making us prefer our communig
with ‘bim in this fervice, before allthings that in thiz
world may challenge our deareft refpet : It
needs therefore follow; that wantoflove makes way
for fmall occafions to keepus from ‘Chrift’s Table

fhall leave this to confideration, and pafs to ‘the f!
venth Sign of a dying Chriftian, :

Ty

Shewing the great decay vo Chriftianity when mindlefs j,

- Prayers with a plain difeovery of the Neceffity, Eag
- eellency, Lets,' and Helps to Prayev s in fixteen P gy,
ticulars, with fonr Direllions asto vhe Manner of ot

Loappraachesito Godin this fervice , and what we ayey, |

v do after Prager.
e S IG MWL 1

7 Hen you have ufually #o great mind 3,
=N Prayer. s ; ; &

When a Chriltians mindlefs'of this bofore; bleg
fed; “intimare fervice ‘of Prayer , which is a drawing -

nigh to; ‘and talking with the greatLord God Alitiighs

an
confiderable;

44 Signs of 2 Dying or Decaying Chriftian, |

i

ty é here is then ground enough to coriclude his ftage. |
bis-decay wery great. Now ifi Prayer there i |

e A PR,
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P Signs of 2 Dying or Decaying Chriftian,
Firft, The Neceffity of Prayer.”
Secondly, The Exccllency of Prayer.
“Thirdly, Lets to Prayer. o A
- Fourthly, Helps to Prayer. -
% Tirlt, The neceflity of Prayer appears from the
il Command of God; 1 Thef. 5.7 Pray without ceafing
W Col- 4.21. Continue in prayer , and watch in the [ame

45

Wl with shanksgiving ; 1 Phil. 3. 6. B careful for roshing,
d,”’,lmt in_every thing by prayer and [upplicationy b
lﬂ‘g_ thansgiving | ler your requefts be made known unto 508,

g Secondly, It ‘appears from example,’ 1Sam. 12.23.
B8 God forbid that 7 ould fin in ceafing -to pray for yo';
Pfal, 55.27. E'Zzening and mgrning 53 and at noorn, Wil I
i Pray , Dan, 6. 10. Now when Daniel knew thit th;
Sl riting was figned, e Wene into his houfe and kneele
) #pom bis knces, three times a day , and prayed, and gave
W8 26anks before his God, as be didat other times. i
| Thirdly, the Neceffity appears from the irmportu
/ nity thar goeth along with prayer, - Lnke 22+ 44 An{l
| being in an agony be prayed more earneftly, Luke 6. 12.
b Ard it came to pafs in thofe dayes, that he Went 178 a4
W’ mountain to pray, and continged all night in -pr/ge'r,ta :
i G od': Ats 12.°5. Peter therefore was kept m‘Pﬂhﬁ”’,
M‘f but prayer was made wirhout ceafing of the Church to
f""’ God fur him : Luke 11.8, o, Ly to yor s t}.mﬂgh be
8 Wil wot vife and give bim, becanfe heis bis fmem{, Jet
i becanfe of bis importunity he will rife and  give bim - as |
"W many as be needeth. ; g
Vs ‘his"“’“d'y ; The “Excellency of Prayer, appears i
this, . '
‘ 1‘ ( }‘lt’ﬁ, It cngage[h Gods ﬁrength. : A8,
fad  Secondly, jeholds wich holy reverence Gods hands,
A ,”l:hirdly, In no condition we can be barred from it.
‘; Yor the firt, Zxod, 17. 11. And it came to pafs,
; Jv’?&’” ﬂ[({/i‘: held #p his lﬂdﬂd;, ]frﬂel Prgtym'[pd; ;llyﬂd
. : when




46  Signs of aDying or Decaying Chriftsy,:
when be let down bis bands, the Am alek‘l e
Joth.10.12, 13, 14. Then fpalf(_e ?0/7::'4;; tes prevagles |
the Lord) in the day when the Lord delsve (:,r Prayed ,,
morites before the Children of 1fracl and”b #p the 4
fight of Ifracl; Sun fland thow ﬁiliﬂpan G‘éﬂtdin o
'th.m Moon wponthe Valley of Ajalons and ¢ btc €on 5. ang
Jill , and the Moon [tayed until the peeple /,,,dsunﬂ"od '
themfelves npon their enemics . and there wasmp ‘;U""”gfd
that before it, or afterit, that the Lord Iﬂfdréhed‘t Like | 24
prayer of a man, forthe Lord fought for Ifrael Yot P
" Secondly, Prayers Excellency appears in b ‘
holds with holy reverence Gods hands, Exod
10,11,12. And the Lord faid to Mofes, I h‘-w32,. 9.
this people, and behold it is a iff-necked ’Prople- ¢ feen
therefore let me alome that 1 may deftroy them 5 Now
Will make of thee agrear Nation. . And Mofes Vi f“"d 1
the Lord, [ayirg, Lord, wb] doth t/:] wrath wqxo” he
purn I pray thee and repent of this evil again(i ,bb"’s :
1Numb ]4. 118 ‘22,. _Aﬂﬂ'lh&’ LW"d ﬁ.’,id to Moﬁ; ;ms
long will this pesple provoke me, and howe long wi[; Selie
ere they believe me 2. now therefore let me alone thay 1”. be 1
ap defEroy them. : e
(,;Tl_xri.rdly, Prayers . Excellency appears, in tha ti/nb U
‘condition we can be barred from-it, -Danje/ i Ay
Lions Den, Chap. 6. fonah in the W hales Belly g,:he
. . . 3 4
3. 2. T hen fonab prayed to the Lord bis God out of .1
Fiftes Belly, and faid, I cried by reafon of mya ﬁii&f}t'he
wnto the Lord, andhe heard me : ont of the belly of Hzon ;
cried [, nd thow bearde[t my voice = $0 F anl and S.e”
in Prifon prayed , and fang praifes to God, ard ilas 1y
brili\ilmers heard them. - » A che
ow we come to Lets to Prayer, 3.6 wWhat hj "
Pr:;:yc{r} from rpn=:vailing with Goyd. fiat hinders
it , Prefumption in an unreverent adventuri
beforet Otufing S8
.cxje:heLord, 2 Chron. 14 and 20,33, &c. For 5 1

yt

IS’ it Y




. Signsof a Dying or Decaying Chriftian:  47.
Jet the people had nor prepayed their: heart snto the God
M of their Fathers, thevefore thus will 1do unto thee O
all Lracl 5 and becanfe I "Will do this unto thee, prepare
)’ to meet thy God O Ifrael, Amos 4. 12. Lam
M Afecond letcor hinderance to Prayer s, wandring
v' thOUghtS, fer. 4, 14. O ?cmfalem wafh thine heart,
5 Jrom Wickednefs, that thow maift be [aved., bW lng
ddBall thy v aiy thoughts lodg within thee ? 1 herefore take
. 1o thoughe faying ;. whac fhall we eat, or what thail-
w,ﬂWc drink, or ‘wherewith fhall we be cloathed ? but
i feek ye firft the Kingdom of God, and his righteouf-
"‘hﬁ-"“‘ﬂsa and all thefe things fhall be added unto you,
:}';9 Mat, 6. 33,33, :
W‘J The third lett co Prayer is bofom (in, or plcnfanF
" de!xglmt in fome fecret Juit, Pfal. 66.8. Jflregardimj
9112y 1% my beart God will not hear me. Jofh.7.8, 9. 10;
1. The Lord fa'th 1o Folbua., get thee #p., where-
"l’ {0?‘&" lieft thow thus upon thy face , Iﬁml/m'z/eﬁnned, they. .
{} fPave alfo tranfgreffed my Covenant, Which I have com-
| m‘-’”ﬂ”d‘”d them 5 for they have takin of the aconrfed thing,
J’}ﬁgfﬂrlhfwe alfo flolen and diffembled; and they /mv; p#:‘
CIEE Ao among their own ffufl, therefore, the conla 76t
‘[, J-Lﬁ"”d before theiv E mmie‘;/', me mrn{d t/)fir][ulck;. Th!s
i500d man Fofbua in Chap 10,12, at another timeis
aw fo prevalent at prayer, that the Sun and Moon {tands
ill; yet nowin his feventh Chapter, becaufe thereis
fome bofom fin in the Camp, he cannot prevail till
this is removed, '
A fourth [ere is, want of reconciliation to brethren,
M‘”' 5:23, 24. Therefore if thou bying thy gift 1o the
il Alr ar, andihere remembrest thay thy brother hath onght
againft thee ; leaye there thy gift before the Altar; avd .
"W 8o and be reconciled to thy brother, Mat. 6. 1 2. For=
$Ve us ont debts. as we forgive onr debters . but if you
P&5ve not men their trefpaffes, meithar will gour Fathir

785ve ye your trefpaffes.




48 signs of a Dying or Decaying Chrifti,,,

A fifch fett is defpairing doubts of being ahfwere 4
Fam. ¥, 5,6. 1f any man lack Wifdom , let by, PR
of God that giveth to all Liberally, and npbraides), b ;t
wnd it foall be given bim s bus et bim ask in foie) 3
ehing dowbting , for he that wavererh is like 'a sy, :f ,
the (2a, drives with the wind , and tofled ; ey yop | 5]
wan think be [hall receive any thing ar the ) t

: and of ¢
Lord, whatfoever ye foall ask inmy name, belion, thay

g fhall veceive it and ye fhall receive it | Mark 1

1,4WC {hall now fpeak of Helps to Prayer; for faiy
fome, Iwonld, but Icannot pray, I want words s
thac Icando is to [igh; fora Help to this, 3 Al
Firlt, labour to get a' feeling of the neceff; a8
escellency of Prayer, fo as that thy heart goel, ,_
der a grievous burthen, becaufe thou canft not
Fer.5:3.0 Lord, arc not thine eyes #pon the trauth, o, Nl
haft Jrricken them, bt they are ot grivved. Heye the] 47
Prophet complains , that"though Ifrael are fiyi cken JAG
fmitten , and afliGed, yet they have not gievey [
ceacly implying, that a grieved , burthened ¢, J
the feafe of want, isa fair ftep in the way to obgai
{y, Pfal. 38 4, 6. For minciniqustics are goy,
ﬁiﬁe}’ﬁ; o a Ifm'a] burthen, they ave too heavy ﬁ,'% m::’“‘
am trosbled , I am bowed down greatly s caft thy by, il
woun the Lord, and e fhall fuftain thee, Pll’sq. 23
" Secondly, (lody much how to get deep fenfe of oy
our great wants of Gods daily help : Al my fPring-
avein thee s Withont me you can do mothing :  Fop'in %
We'live, mive, and have our being. AQts 17. 27, 28
Thirdly , Conlider God hath provided no way fy
you to acquaint him with your wants, but Prayer, an
if you cannot pray, bow will you mflke YOUE wram,
known to God, Phil. 4:6. Inevery thing by prayep ,

Jupplicarion vrith thankigiving, ler” Jour requefls be ppan

knapy

Un. pr
Pray L



W Signs of a Dying or Decdying Gbﬁﬂig;;i 49
(known untoGod, 2 Cliron. 26. Wezia fonght Godin the
Wf“ dayes of Ezra, andas long as be foughs the Liord, God
it

| ‘bique him to profper : Gall npon me in the day of rronble,
i&*,, and Iwill deliver thee , and thon fhalt glorifle me; pfak
pS50- 15. Hof, 5.15. .
% Fourthly, Confider that all your outward mercies
(#ibecome bleflings chrougli Prayer, 1 Zim. 4. §,6. For
WAEVery credtayre of God is good, if it be received with thanks=
Wiving, for it is fantified by the word of God and Pra)”,
WRer : Give us this day onr daily bread; when Fefus bud
a_mctde the multitude” fit down upon the gronnd, he looked
f":ﬁ"l’ t0 heaven, and gave thanks ; or faid grace, asthe
@*old tranflations read i, : .
- Ffibly, Confider what a miferable condition wilk
d#yoursbe, if caft into the Lions Den, Whales Belly, of
| 'ngt.OCksf if you cannot pray : T hey ponred ont their [4p-
0t lp[xc.ftiom when thy cbﬂﬂning was upon them.
’ﬂf’; Sixthly, Intreat Jefus Chrift to teach you to pray,
Pl Lok L. 1, And it came to pafs, as he was prayingin
Mi @ certain place, when be ceafed ,” ome of his Difciples ffﬂfi
g0 {sz‘ Lord, seach nsto pray, as Fohn alfo ranght bf‘
d dl"ﬁ’ﬂfl ¢ as the Lord commands us to do, fohe mu
oﬂ_help USto Pray Ezck. 36. 37. _
8 Butlfhall clofe this with a brief Caution about the
{ofa practical patc of Prayer, befeeching you that you
i would labour with all your mighe, after thefe few
j,fgﬁ_thmgs, _ _ : |
% Firlt, Get your hearts poffe(t wit a reverent eftima-
’@tion of 'the greac and gracious priviledge of Prayer,
 that fuch a grear Lord God Almighey, King of Kings,
« ghty, Kingo 89,
fl _?’Aakef of heaven and earch, fhould admic fuch a crecp-
04108 worm as thee and mc ; and lefs tham chis, fuch a
o Polluted and undone miferable crearure to approaeh fo
L 01gh fucha Glorious prefence, think (tilt oh what a
o favour is this,

[
!

E 2 Secandly,
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. Secondly, Never be rafh in adventuriag ingq ﬁiﬁh
Glorious prefence in the act of Prayer,, dehberatea‘
ponder, recall, and recollect thy felf before thog 3
dowa tothy knees, whither ,and why, and before Wit
a great Majefty thou arc now going to plead fo, tat
fife, and’che life of thy Relations, and above 4 ;
¢he fouls ofall, that they may not everlaftin ly rn?rt
¢arey.. Who will fuffer the Chyrurgionto cqe Oﬂ'h;
armwithout great deliberation; fhall we be lef;, tons
eerned to approachthe Prefence of God! - O Chriﬁian S
give your felves not only tume for the Duty, but Al
time to prepare for the Duty , Call home yoyy o
dring thoughts, fet thy beartinorder for thy duty -

fore thot fall upon thy duty, by fuch means yoy fh;u
nop onely pray but prevail. . '
Thirdly, Pray without ceafing, thatixs, getinto
habic of prayer, be alwayesin a praying frame, e |8
ar-work, prayat meat, pray when thou walke(t bl

way, fiting by the fire. pray at goingto bed, andt;:

: ifing in the morn’ing;‘ pray ﬂlWﬂycs-, and iy
Z?mf;f %mycr is one of (.Jods.ﬁrcat lights ip tl?ls
World, which he expetts his Chil rcg thould keeps
wayes burning, unto which great light let me befeecs |
yon witch every opportunity to add the_ oyl of re; il
ing this will make ic burn mgcl};}zxgrh;i;; u"dgub ¥
iy one great preparative to amily, and

;fth;:Verg; (ha? w‘ci:? firlt read fome bleffed Portiog g-

- hnly Seripture, ever remembring tl‘]atg()od faymgo
“Davids Plalm 1 19. 105. T hy word is a. lamp . g
foer and a light nntomy. path, L

" Fourthly and faftly, whenyourile from your kneg
and ceafe the aét of prayer, then humbly in ffllth
pedt and wait for the returnof prayer 5 do not in 5 ford

~gnal - gnapoer) run over a formal prayer, rem?m.brin
whiat you have prayed for rio longer than while in 3

fervie
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Slervice ; ¢ is good for a man both to hope and alfo.quictly

it for Gods [alvation; many it is certainly evident mifs

he end of their prayers, becaufe they do not hope and

ait with inward thirlt for a recurn, Daevid was much

£ acontrary frame, ALy foul waiteth for the Lord more

Weban they thar watch for the morning, 1 [ay mere than

they that watch for the morning. Let us be at no reft
#hort of this frame, Pfal. 130.6.

g CHAP, VIIL

WS hewing the great Decay to Chriftiavit), when mindlz[t
pﬂ to reading in the holy Scriptures ; with fix Calamitics

b very obfervable , which Scriptare ignorance brings's

8 [hewing: alfo the blefled priviledges of thofe rlmr.bfwc
i the Scripture , with a confutation of thar Arheiftical
| l‘ - Pyle that the people called Quakerss put #pon them

e :
i, SIGN VIIL

J(‘MW Hen reading the holy Scriptures is more
fl %. burthenfome than zf:,ﬂz,btfld L
b, When Iftael was pleafed to choofe them a King,
s od is pleafed to fet him his work, left they lofe thcn}r
d end, and God lofe his honour, b
ol And it ball come' t0pafs , whenhe fhall fit #p" vhe
i hyone of bis K ingdom, that he hall wrire him a Copy of
Gods Law ina Book ," and it (ball be with bim, and be
Wall vead therein all the dayes of his life, that be may
¥earn to fear the Lord bis God, that his heart be not lifted
#p above kis byethrew. In like manner when Fofbus
enters upon the Government, he' hath this charge from
Cod, that the Book of the Law fhould not depart
out of his mouth, but he muft medicate therein day
and night ; that he might obferve to do according to
that’s written, then thould he make his way profpe-

tous, and have good fuccefs. And when King David
‘ declar e
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declares whois the bleffed man, Heisone that deli'
in the Law of the Lord, makiag it his medimtmn% to |/l
~and night. This premifed, difcovers moft prfcioa Iy
worth atrainable  throngh Scripture reading | 5 dl! |
need were might call for a multicude more witge p if
both from Scripture and Experience : Butit bejng 2
fo much my proper work to affert Scriptyre Excellg |
¢y ; as to fhew and prove that Chriftian to be g yin.
to Chrift, that is not delightful ly taken up wich rga?j '
ing Gods Word. I fhall therefore proceed in , oheT
method. : : . il
Thus, where delight to reading grows low |
negligence to reading mult needs grow high | there
decay grows grear, and fuch muft decline in thejy ¢ [#%
gitual eltate , this negligence bringing wich iy mulzllr
ignorance, and fo covers the eyes and heares offﬁc}:
as with a veil, foas that they cannot fo fee g y
fpiritual growing man fees; Godsprccepts how thee .
command him, Gods Promifes how they uphold himy.
Gods threatnings'Liov. awfully they perfwade iy {06
the Scripture being his Treafuty. or Storehoufe, teop [
whence he is made able through the fpirics e e
withftand the fiery darts of the wicked one, ﬁyinq
after Chrift Jefus his Captaip, thus and thus it js wﬁt‘c}
yen. Itis evident to the meanelt capacity, that dotl;
but confider, how great incapacity all fueh muft peey
bein, to underftand and refit the manifold femptaj
tions and wiles of: the evil one ; except they he we
acquainted with Gods holy Word, that hath i its
mour for the whole man, with dice&ions how o bl
iron 4 Ignorance therefore here muft make fore dofy
lation, and bring as I humbly conceive upon perfons.
thefe fix Calamities. : f
" Firlt, It makes you in a wildernefs when fickne
and affliction comes, becaufe you will not kuow hop i

ang
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nd why they come. Sickne(s and Afilicion areof&wo
#orts inward and outward ;. inward are fuch as feize
gupon the mind, asa judgment canfed by the perfons
ff upon whom they come, 1/x.6. 9, 10. And be faidy g0
gl and tell this people o hear ye indecd but nnderftand 1ot ;
e yeindred, but perceive mt, make the beart of this peas
it Whple fat, and make their ears heav), and fhut their eyes;
s Jleft they fee withtheir eyes, andbear with their ears, and
Ul% L uindertand with their beart, and convert and be healed.
150 S0 Rom, 1.21.28 Becanfe that when they knew God, they

’Pﬂﬁ glorified hins not as God, neither were they thankful, vt
8 became vain in their imaginations, and their foolifb hears
k’ | s darksed : And even as they did mot like to retait
| Mﬂ"‘ God intheir knowledge, God gave thems 0ver vo a-repros
/ ﬂ bate mind , to dy thofe things which are 7t convenionts
’,;’ W Eor this canfe God [hall fend thems frong delifioh, that
& ﬁd they [bonld believe a lie , that: they all might. be d,x(n»ed
ﬁ'ﬂ' who belicued not the truth, but bad pleafure unrighter
hovﬁ onfnefs.  Now fuch fore judgments as chefe are come
gt uponand procured by many, who turn the, grace 0f
vl‘s,;dﬂ God into wantonnefs, profeffing to be moft fpiru:ual.
w{eﬁ live as the almoft moft carnal, -luctle minding (becaufe
i) greatly ignorant ) of thofe fpiritual caulfes they may
6 run into, to the bringing upon themfelves fgch, dpiri~
2l tual judgments or fickneffes and afflicions asthele.

And indeed how comes it to pafs, that fuch afflicti

. nl?" ons are not feared, before they come to. the provok-
ﬁ M ing ﬁ_xch to walk (o as they may prevent their comings
but ignorance of the Scripture? they not conver(ing
often with them , to the well informing themfelves,
o what judgmengs may come on their minds, and what
il are the Caufes God affigns of their coming , {0450
Jd beintremblingand dread continually, to the keeping
I8 themfelves out of that channel, where fuch bitter Wa-
“f ters rn, : g
s E 4 Again,
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Again, there are ontward fickneffes and afHictq
and they are fuch as thefe, Denr. 28, gh Ioed ns,
thow wilt not obferve to do all the wopds of this Lax .tl) 0
are written in this Book, that thou maift fear th 15“:{ lo‘{
ons and fearful Name, the Lord thy God's Then ¢, L};m
will make thy plagues wonderful, and the Plagies of tz
feed, even grear plagues, and of long continmance ﬁrJ :
Sickneffes and of long continnance : Aoreover e will én_”e
- wpon thee all the difeales of Egypt , which tho Wﬂﬂﬁ
fmid ofy and they ﬂ;pz.’l cleave unto thee. Levit, 26, 151 4e
If ye foall defpife "”]/?ﬂf”ff{a' and if Your fonl ha) ”’,[’/ao;
iy judgments, that you will not do them, bur this oy
break my Covenant 5 I alfo will do this 4, Jott, T T
ven appoint over yose Terror, Confumption, ang the b
ing Agsie, that fbatl confume theiy eyes. and cauf; Sorron
of beart " and ye fball for your feed in Vi, for Yo £

nemies fhall eat i, Bucl fhallfpeak fully to the G
fes of AfiGion in the twenty fecond Sign, and thepg,

fore proceed no _fu_rtbcr ‘h'ere? buot come to
Calamity, - that Scriptre ignorance brings.
_Secondly,"that your uneven walking with Cod s
bring ‘upon your felves death befqre Its time, *ppe
Particular is proved thus; Long life promifed ¢ the
obedient, Exed. 26. 12. Homour thy Father g t‘l;}
Mothér, thar thy dayes may be long in the land, which
the Lord thy God giveth thee, Alfo Dcur‘. 32.46. 4
Set yorir hearts to all the words wbir/)/" teftifie amng yop
this day, and command them your € bz{drm 3 for it 5o,
9w vain, becanfe that throngh this t/.n"rl‘g,. (mark tha
e bail prilong your dayes in..tl_n» Land, whither e g0 o
nto Jordin to poffefs ir. “This is alfo proved by the cop.
trary, which comes upon'the difobedient, ey %
$16,°C7. Takehced ' to your Selves, that your heapr by op
“deceived, and ye'tnyn Afide’ and ﬁr.?/eior/yer Gods, zag |
shen the Lords wrarh é:‘@_rld/ed againt you, and ye pos Y

i {8

the ft:c()nd
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[50i/ quickly from off the good land, which the Lord grveth
Wyon, Ecclel. 8. 13." Byt it hall nor be well with the wick=
vaed , neither fball he prolong bis dayes, which are as a /baf :
dow, becanfe he feareth not before God. So Chap. 7.17.
Be nor over much Wicked, neither be thow foolifb, why
Soonldeft thow dic before thy time ? :
_ Thirdly, by means of Scripture Ignorance you cans
not know co ask in faith the things you want for foul
ot body; thatis, you will not know where to be ab-
folute or pofitive in your asking, and where to be fub-
il miflive and conditional in your asking : Now the Scrip-
i ture gives directions as to the putting up, petitions to
i God, and men may eafily erre by not obferving them,
E"- it Gen.32.26. And he faid (to wit the Angel) Let me gofor
;7 the day breaketh , and he anfwered |, (to wit Jacob) I
wq/) will ot let thee go, except thou blefs me. SO Exofi-_ 38
5{3 :{z. Wherefore fhould the Egyptians (ay y for mifehief

e did he bring them our ‘to flay them in the Mountainsy
il and to confume them from the face of the earth, Turn,
htd from thy fierce wrath, and repent of thisevil againft thy
G people S0 A& 12,5, Peter therefore was kept in prifons,
(o but prayer Was made without ceafing unto God for him.

‘ By thefe Scriptures we may obferve , that o be
d cOndmongl or ndifferent in our asking, when God
4 ‘may bcdl(honouredby denying, is not good; there-
IJ; { fOl’C in this cafe , May a man Coming in Gods w{;‘(y,
i be bold to ask pardon of his fins, peace to his confci-
gl ence, power over his corruprions without condition :
g 'n fuch cafe, gracious and humble refolutions to have
g no deniil, greatly liked God, and fuits with bis will,
i 1/a 62 6,7. I have [et watchmen upon thy walls, O
b Ternfulem | which Jeall mever hold thesy. peace. day mor

#ighe o you that make mention of the Lord, keep not filence.
o Bl be establifly and make Jernlalem a praife in the earth
- Butobferve, inall cafes Petitions putting up, muft got
& thus
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thus be framed, A&s 21,14, And when be #auld.,','

perfwaded , we ceafed, [aying, the will of ths L'ori; gf .

dome, S0 Rom. 1.9, 10 For God is my Witnefs. s
I fervewith my [pixit in the Gofpel of his Son, thar em
ont ceafing [ make mention alwayes of you in m]pré};'tb'
making regueft, ifby any means 1 might novy g IE”"Jz
bave a profperous journey, by the Will of God, (mark thgt
ta comse to you, SO J1M 4. 15 For that yeonght t) (ap, if 3}?
Lord will, We [hall live and do this or thar : [ thy]| e ¢
this to confideration,and proceed to the 4% Cylymi; ¥

Fourthly, Negligence to Reading will mike oyt
norant wherein you m1y prevent the prefence an&
comforts. of Gods holy fpiric 5 that is, that Gog ma
either take away his Spiric from {triving with yog
you away from his Spirit, Ay fpirit all nor alyyr,.
Prive, Gen, 6. 5. 1 Sam.16.14. But the [pirit of the
Loyd departed from Sasl, and an evil [pirit frop , i
Ldvdtronbled bim. Plal. 5 1.7. Take not thy by ﬁ’ir;'t
from me. Neh. .9 30 Yer many jears didSt thoy fore
Lear them , and tefbifiedft againft tf;em by thy (oivis 2
thy Prophets. yet would they not give car 5 Thepyf,,
aveft thow them into the hands oftbe people of the Ling.
But they rebelled and vexed his holy [pirit 5 thepe o
spas beturned o be their enemy, and fonght againft thep.
By thefe Scriptures we may fee, that the holy §pjr
compiny may be put away from us through ungeci.
ous walking, : ‘

'Fifthly , Negligence in Scripture will make yoy i,
norant, that thereis a Legion of evil Angels waitiy

s Op

hourly to take advantage againlt you; no {ooner i,

thé Text but now mentioned, had the good Spirit left
Sanl, butanevil Spirit comes uponhlm,; Cbron 18,
10, 20,21. And the Lord [aid who Jball intice Ahap 5
prefently there came owt a Spirit ard [aid, 1 will inp;e

birs, and bea Lying Spirit in the wonth of all bis Prophess

]o])_ ]
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wJob. 1. 6. There wasa daywhen the Sons of God came
il 20 prefent themfelves before the Lord, and Satan came

alfo among them ; and fo foonas Fofhua is ftanding be-

f"” the Angel of God, Satanisgot at bis yight hand to

—
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{ 7efift bim. Now gnorance that there is a Legion, or

very manyevil Spirits waiting all advantages and op-
portunities to do us hurt, occafions many to be fecure

| where and when they have no caufe, and fo their
jl fecc come tobe infnared in by-paths to their fhame,
il and forrow; lerus therefore be fo ftudious in Scrip-

‘ture, as to fay in truth with the holy Apoftle, 2 Cor.
2, 10, L1 Towhom ye forgive any thing, I forgive al-
Jo, left Satan hould get an advaptage of #5 5 for we are
70k ignorant of his deviees, : Clearly noting, how €are=
ful this good man was to keep the tempter at, geedteft
diftance, while perfonsare not fenfible that they are
continually attended with wicked Spirits, that feek 1O
enfnare them, by drawing them afide from God, they
fhall be the oftner caprivated, and o in their fpiricual
eﬁ{‘tf”" great danger to be fpoiled , phex the unclear
Spirit is gone out of & man, hewalketh through drie pla-
ces, [ecking reft, and findethnone 5 then he reswr? 10 his
#houfe, [or heart] froms whence be came ost, and finding
it empty, fwept | that is, defticute of the good Spirits
company , then goeth he and takes with bin [even more
wicked Spirits than himfelf , and enters ¥, and dwel{:
",Jm', Mat. 12.43,44, Hence it isclear that evil Spi-
ritsboth wait advantages, and take them where they
ﬁn_d fuitable fubje®s to be gaining upon, But 1 pafs
this, and come to the laft Calamity which negligence
brings,

Sixthly, It makes you ignorant that yon may bin-
_derGods holy Spirit fryom \%orking any c};iﬁ&ual good
-4pon you . TPhis may poffily feem ftrange to fome,
“thatehe good purpofes of Gods good Spiris upon Any
vy - : ol " may



may be by them hindered ; but if it be ¢ :

well, it'need not be ftrange, for if the Wore};izosﬁdcre
holy Spiric were unrefiitable, then few if ariygmoft ¢
ungodly ; itftrove much with the old World .l‘uéd. be
they were not worthy to be faved from the D"] e
and (triving need not be where there canhe rioe e,
ing. Again the "holy Spiric was much grieveq refify.
Ifracls ftubbornnes, teltifying againft them many With
‘Neh. 9. yet would they not give year; how cOYeIar§'
be fuid the Spirit grieved at their withftanding if‘ut et
could not withttand? Twrn ye at my reproof, and ,t ey
pour omt my Spirit upon jou, an make %romn wil)
words unto Jou ; but ye bave [t at wonght all my'e J
_ Jely and world none of my reproof = In all their 4 ﬁiigl-m
hewas affiicted, andtre Angel of his prefence faved,), ton
but they rebelled and vexed bis holy' Spirit tbere;m’
(miark ‘that) he was turned tobe their enemy. NOW‘{T_e
the workings and [trivings of the holy Spirit, e if
unrefiltable | certaiply Jfracl with whom it fo ﬁrOVre
being fo bemoaned of - God for their rebellion . .
ther could nor would have fo withltood bim, s
all 1 give, thee #p0 Ephraim 2 How [ball I deliye, t/ju’
O Ifracl? bow il 1 make thee as Adma or Z, %z_mf:'
sy henrt is bot within me, m) repentings are Rindled 1y,
ther © Would it not be blafphemy to fay, - thac God-
“thus bemoaning was not real 2 1C15 altpgcther certains
that the very heart of Godis fet outin thefe expre

fions. -
But before I conclude this Sign, T1hall, God agp.

“ing, take liberty to fpeak a little to the 6/:_{7}4{‘-%; f

“Jedge of fuch as have the Holy Scripture, an i
good it is they knew the worth of this P“Viledge.

for a Jewel is not valued by the ignorant at its worch ’
chough there be great and real worth in the ‘gerjp?
tures, yet to the depraved underanding they are wyei).
Lk ed;
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# ed : And what Nation isfo great (faith good Aofes)
that hath Statutes and Judgments fo, righteous as all
this Law which I fet before you this day. The holy-
Scriptures, faith a good man, are the Inditement of
4 the Holy Ghott, full of infinite wifdom and eloquence,
i containing in them the very heart of God; Theyare
M the Saints Counfellors and Comforters in the Houfe
of their pilgrimage : Therefore it is not only our
duty to read them, but our great priviledge and un-
| fpeakable happine/s that we have themto read. Bettet
¥ faith one want the Light of the Sun thanthe light of
| the boly Scriprures. Who ever told the world that oug
A Lord efus Chrift died for finners, yea the worft of
#) ungodly ones but the Scriptures, Itis not that fome
fondly fancy of a light within, that ever did or could
lead, to the certain belief, that there was one Jefus of
Nazareth, a man approved of God, mighty in word
and deed, takenby wicked handsand flain, ot made
an offering for {in. The Lord hath laid upon him the
ol iniquity of usall. Asoane worthily hath fiid you have
| in the Scripture matter for every condition; there 15
healing for the wounded , wifdom for the foolifh ,
ftrengch for the weak, (ight for the blind, feet for the
lame, yea help in all conditions for the helplefs ¢ 10
a word | there is Phyfick to be had for the difeafed
fout, and a Cordial for the fainting foul » ad ot thy
Law been my Counfellor, I bad then pfriﬂlﬁ’d in.my afflé-
&tion, how fweet are thy words to m) raffe , yea [Weeter
£2 2han boney tomy wonth, moere to be defired are they than
gold, yea than much fine gold.  Moreover by thew is thy
[ervant Warned, and in keeping thereof is great rewardy
Ffa.19.10. 110, 72. 103. Now this will moft evi=:
dently appear to be a bleffed priviledge, if we do but
sonfider the confequence of Scripture Ignorance; MJ

people are deftroyed for wane of knowledge , yeerre ( faich
our
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our Lord ]efu‘s) not énowing ‘the Sfripture;_
Landeft thow what thow readeft. Search 34, S
for inthem ye think to_ bave eternal life, and they ars 4 1
that teffific of me. And hie opened their underftang, e/
that they mighe underftand the Scriptures, We by
a blefled Scory in the 11.0f 4852428, of Certafe
Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an elogy i
mn and mighty in the Scriptares , for he mighm:
convinced the Jews, and that public{;ly‘(hcwing B}'
the Seriptures, that Jefus was che Chriff ; fo that the
holy Apoitle St. Pasl faith, for whatfoever things Wer

wricten aforetimes were written for our Icarning, thag
we through patience a_nd com_fort of the $¢ps Fripes
might have hope. The like Telhmon_y{ we have i 70
mathy, the fecond Bpiftle, and chethird Chapter, 4

the 16, and the 17 verles : All Seriprare is given by the
infpiration of God , and is prqhtable_for.doé}rine :
for reproof, for correction, for inftruction in righte”
oufnefs : Wherefore is the Scripture thus given, (n arp
it warily) to this great end, that the man of God
may be perfed, throughly furnifhed unto aj 8004
works. ~ This efteem had good 744, and good 7, avig
of the Scriptures, they were more to them thay theig
neceflary food  yea, than thos(ands of gold ang Sy,
therefore bleffed is he that readeth and ‘mde_rﬁandct[;
the fayings of this b/efed book. How may chis fharp]y
rebuke thar Atheittical Spirit rifen in our dayes thae
pats fuch an undervaluing fiyle upon the fholy §5

U"def.

tmres, calling upon perfons to go to the light wichip, |

for life, and relling them he is not here (meaning j,
the Scriptures) but is: xifen, that’s a dead letter, thyg
undermining ot pouring cox-nerr.ptI upon the highegy
Blfisz and PriViJédgC_ that ever t'C. world‘.had on
this fide che Lord of Life. Buc at the fame time gy
a Iugh valge upon their own Atheiltical Pamphlers,

‘Du

crip:,,re:;
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Do but read the Titles they give the one and the Title
i they give the other ; what 1s the Holy Scripture, 2
d A DEAD LETT ER, that is its name; A three
and fixpenny piece : What are their Pampblets names,
y LOVE TO THE LOST, or ahand held forth
) to the belplefs. The Ancient of dayes is come. The
meafuring Reed of the Lord : The Morning watchs
il Seven Thundevs wirering their vaices A Mef[age [ent
i forth from the rifen feed of God: The new Creation
| Srought forth : Beams of cternal brightnefs T he Trum-
| pet of the Lord founding forth « The Brafen Serpesnt lifted
?1‘ #p & /1 Salutation {rom the breathings of life = A tefi-
Ig“ der Vifitation of the Fathers lovero allthe elect Chil-
7 dren : A true light fhining in England The everlall-
| ing Rule born witnefs unto : The Banner of love : The
.r,‘ fcactered Sheep fought after : Joyful tydings © the
bd begotten of Godinall ; The everlafting Gofpel of Re=
il Pentance and remiflion of fins held forth ; 4 dore 0~ |
4l pened to the imprifoned feedin the World ; A gene-
| ral Epiftle to the Affembly of the Firft born; The
;}0 true and everlafting Rule, &c.
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!M Shewing that anitching ear in Chriftians after N oveltics,
; Jﬂ ﬁ‘:fpml’\‘ them decajing to godlinqﬁ; with four Reme=
W dies againf? it.
5 / Hen Jyomn are might] inq:tijitiile aftﬂ'
y' Nom’/tie;) or new tbz’ng;, rather thar
}

t

8 wholflome Doitrine, ‘
. This Sign is too too common amongft Profeflors,
and commonly arifeth from fome diflike that they
take, becaufe things go not jult as they will have
#l them , after che light of their own eyes , fuch may
Raes ; Know,




