
, digits of a Djiftg or Decaying Chrijitaff. 

J i W u- ' ^'^^ ^ ™Sf'^y ^^'^^'^ 0^ '̂̂ '•'̂  ignorance, 
iee<i"*^^which is the grand caule they do not profit. 
{e,/uf., Secondly, to be greatly burthened that it is fo with 

erof y \ j , Thirdly, to fct their faces towards the Lord God i 
bene" j,j|by prayer and fupplicacion, without ceafing, both to 
i bat w be and to abide otherwifc : Is not the Prophet Damelt 

'^4f):\kr.;r.^^ . r _ . . . t^ke 

"̂""13 b« P^"i''f''-f> And he trmksd: Thus much may ferve to 
'iVO"'? j n f o r m a willing mind, how to get from under the 
• ^ , ^''i^^ ^^^^^^ Dying Sign of indifferencv to Aflembic, 
^as I ' f , and fo pafs to the fcconl. 

' " ' J i^" ' • — • — r - ^ 
' j r ' t W C H A P . I I . 

fO """'"-S Crf«Aj ofwearinefstofpiritHalffer' 

S I G N i r . 

W Utn in pur felemrtefi mrfhip, J9U arc 
- . ^i^ickljwcttrimthoHtmrrAntMe caule. 

ra-r0, ^ V * Poffible to come to this pafs. at but afcemmg 
i>ftinK. occafion. and perfons create foaic kind of pretence 
" n J - 1 1 ^ they are weary; i f it happen that at forne time 
grflar^ tney are notfo particularly and perfonally concerned, 

part of Gods WorOiip, where they are prc-
T ^ ' falling out, that the matter Godis intrcat-

^ > ' ^3 "̂̂ ^ "•̂ ^ at want in, or what is preachy 
1 ^"cy to fome confiderable degree areinfornsed 

rt^fJt *'"ady : This may fall out in numerous Congrega-
^otti' «on$, where different conditions, rainiftcrs different 
ing^ U; occafions 



1 4 ^y^"^ DecayMg CbrifiUn: 
occafions as to the manner of carrying on Gods 
Worniip- and ihough at fuch a time for a growing 
Chriflian there is no room to be weary, he being ^ 
well dclichted occafionally to hear, or pray over a. 
eain what he knows, as he is to hear what he knows 
not: in the one he takesoccafiontopm/fforwhat 
was. in the other, to fraife for what is; yet decli-
S perfons will in fuch a cafe as th.s, when they ar« 
not fo nearly concerned,cake advantage not only to b, 

r i r a t i o n ' : S ' ^ r ' r Z r folemneft Worfhip ate 

^ 1 r J e t oerformances, retiredfrom company and 

™ r muft needs-argue them deep m thi* decay. 
TnTJ^t in f S h c r e i . a reryftrongcombate, *vh, 

now gain the held, they being a weary .n the.r 
toneft Worfhip: I t is evident hence, thattheenc-
mv bath cot more than ordinary adrantage. and 
Sikes no w at the very Root of th^r RelmoH, aiming 
i t once as it w^re. to make a fpeedy 6nd; and put, 
fucS Chriftians, inftead of Worftiping Fame y. to 
ccafe Worfliippinn «t all -, its high t,me therefore at 
the firft fight of fuch declimng, which m our days is 
not the portion of a few -, forffirely furelr, m^Ky 
there are in Chnrcbes, thAt i» thetrfclcmr,efi fVorJhip 
Ire ,uicklj y^eari, 1 ftv again its high time that \ f j 
tboit that find the cafe thus with them do m n l . ^ ^ , ^ 
the i\r*«^w>«actbepreaehiq3of Jo«'«*'i Thejbeltev^ • 
ed God proclaimed a fafi frtrff the greAteft to the leafi, 
Tonah 2 Even fo let fiich go to their knees, humble 
ihcmfelves. and cry mightily that they pcafh not. 



'pifh ^igfii ofaDying or Dccafwg Chrifiian. t$ 
on <jf •'̂ '̂ ren heart to Clofet-rvork, hath loft the prid-

ggroff' 2,- f ^̂ "̂ ^ ^ ^"fP^^ Spirit ; the Kings Daughters 
c\>64 J"̂ Ĵ.e<t glory being within, although her Clothing 
,j,ovrer ° e o t wrought gold : Outward fervices deifionftratc 
he/""J ?"'^'-^i"gionto men, it is Ckfct fervices detnonflrate 

^ / K '̂ '̂  = looks not as man looks; for man looks 
gtdcc j ' ^ t ie outward appearance, but he at the heart : and 

^tber, j,7^^?thisi9notonclyaChriftiansgrcatcft duty, but 
mlvC"' f"?."'gheft Priviledge, i t alone fetcing the feal in his 
^f^ioV P'ruto the truth of his Profeflion-; when he can in 
tfteff" rha?^i,^PP^a'. and approve his heart to God-ward, 
fi^'P? rn i r no eye beiidcs Gods eye fee him, yet can 

P /^v / ' ' y , ' ^ " ' ' SOod Prophet Jfaiah 26. 8. fVith 
'^"i'i?/ • , '^'f"'''^ "'C'^^ ^'"^ 
i ^ - ^ l anTov''^'"'' "'^ ^iinfeeithee early. When 

•̂̂ ""iJ a ^̂ '̂ '̂ ^ "P »" the innermoft Prifon from 
•^' ' '1 fann ? ^^^^^V of Saints, they prayed and 

S i fa f t i 1 ""to G o d ; though their feet were made 
T^iifDnr^ y«tnow moll at liberty with theif' 

' i f v i n n Ir"^^''^^ '^^^ at liberty with their bodies, vcre-
li i « / a "̂""̂  P'^overb, When I am moft dont, then I 

'"• S w o r k " ' T - ^ Chriftian, i f w i t h God in Clofet. 
JJTvP f, ^"Sh in a Wildemefs, far from any other 

, ^ f l o t h i . r f i "'°^'=°™P^"y then, and meat to eat that 
3 C o l Solemn Publick Worfhip in the 

f « K h e S ^ r P r ° " Chriftians is an efpecial duty.- then 
' '^V/but^wn 'Mf.'^*' Lord,fpake often one to another; 
• '^S cSow» ^'^'^ that that Will put i 

it((!forn^!nT l^'^^"'^'^™fhi^ private perfonal Clofetper-
eoj'J'a '"'ances; he that is aStranr- f^:-".!--- -HI 
^ S C c T " ' ' ^ ' " i f t^Dung; 
'^^'ll^cre; ' " ^"tertain heart-ent 

; ne that is a Stranger here, his Palace will be 
. winlft a Dungeon is a Palace to that fout 
Certain heart-entercourfc with God in fc-

Let me xsk you Chriftians, and beg yi)U 
^rts; Arc yow as often as is poflibic in pub-



16 Signs of a Dpng ^r^ecaying Chriftian. 
lick folemn Worfliip, not ufually there weary ; 
but arc you much oftner in Clolet Worfliip, and there 
delight to be often : Caa you goe burdened with 
trouble powring out your fouls to God in complaint 
into vour Clofets, and come forth like Age renewed: 
•When and how often have you expenenccd thatblef. 
fed word JfaUh 40.29- giveth power to the faint, 
and ti> them that have m might he sncre^/eth ftrength r 
I f this in truth be your Itatc you arc not under the 
power of this dying fign O how many Profeflbrjj 
are there now in Engk»d, it is to be feared that are 
sreatftrangers in Clofet Worftup, not onely m thcit 
folemn part of Gods fervice, quickly weary, but are 
cone further back to leldora or not at all m 
That worfliip. letchisbematter of lamentation, for u 
willend in defolation. Now the Caufes of this Decay 
feem to be thefe three, 

I self conceitcdnefsthat we know enough. 
2' Luke-warmnefsinour Religion. 
t Unaprnefs to perfonal Duties which be.ngheed-

ed may ferve as helps to remove this decay where be. 
sun, or prevent where like to come. 

1. Self-conceitednefs that we know enough j nov» 
this comes to pafs either, -•^'•^ * 

1. Through Ignorance of what we ought to know, 
or 

2. Through Carelefnels to put into praftice what 
we do know. r x 1, . 

I . Through ignorance of what we ought to know^̂  
a man may be very tall in knowledfje in his owtj 
opinion, and at the fame time a very Novice in know-
ledg : a large notion in the brain, and a little deptl, 
in the underftanding, it is very evident to the eXpc. 
rience of many Chriflians, that a great part of our 
time and ftudy may be, and hath been fpent in feed 

in 
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^'^j ^"8 upon Aflies in geting a more remote kriowledgof 
ijfr,) things, while a more perfonal effential knowledg hath 

^^^'^ our ftudy. Now this isagrandErgine of the 
i / ; Devil to teach us to fill up all the fpaces of our time 
„ĉ J wirfi matters lefs material, and to ftudy alltheMathc-
iy. "i^t'cks, and be able to give an account of the nature 
j if j and vertue of many Vegetables, while a ftranger to the , 
" f i P'''" *:n0wledg, Nofce teip/nm, or know thy 
: K Alas what will it avail us to be able to tell all the 
n JJ.^'''^" o f our Neighbours body, and cannot tell One 

A J ^""^ own heart : what book can we bctJec f 
ftudy than the Book OF SELF, there we may 

ita ""^.'̂  natural frailties, and all our litiful defor- \ 
^ f . niities; yea, know by this ftudy, how often we have 
[ been fick in Perfo»^ and how much oftener ficK in ^Mi-
\oK What more hard than to know our felves, and 

^hat more eafie than to deceive bur fclves : Did we 
but ftudy the frailty of our lives, and the frailties of 

p, our manners at beft whilft we live, we fhould live 
, much more like thofe that know their foundation is 

ik. m the Dufi, at their beft ftate altogether r ^ » / f r , 
•W their life but a fpan, a Weavers fliuttlc, a hands 

breadth, a vapour, a nothing, till the Refurrcdion. 
Ii) Now Ignorance in thefe chief concerns makes us fo 

, foon weary in Our moft folemn Worfl i ip; we little 
confider to day s.t Prayer, to morrow at Grave-, 

( Ignorance of our frail ftate makes us little prepare for 
our immortal ftate. Did the Daughters of Ifni^h 

u that are haughty, and walk with ftretched-ouc 
necks, and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they 

') Soe, and making a tinkling with their feet, butftu-
I ay Iclf knowledg, that they carry up and down with 
I, tnem ('even while they walk with ftretched-out necks 
/ and wanton eyes) four Sinks or Channels to cleanfe 
I mme by artd a ftop to any of thefc Channels would 

C 2 tpickly 



i 8 Sigfis of a Dying or Decaying Chrifiian: 
auicklv prove deftruaion unto them. Where would 
upon f"ch felf-knowledgany room be for th>spnde.. 
O Chnftiansbe Icfs ftudious in theknowledgof what 
Sil l U e avail in the great Day : Study ; ftudy while 
h i ! called t'o day the %oMl of what you ought to 

^ " B U ^ fecondly this Self-conceitednefs comes through 
uut lecuuuiy i » oraftice what we do 

a negligent "'^^•^ "^/^ ^ o complain of their ig-
know. P f f^";* ̂ ^d'tles^ yea a* though they were norance oE plain duties ŷ ^̂  ^hem . 
hoiden andbndied ' [O^ y j , / / , ° ^„,vv i f y l 

though the P^-7,f , ; / r"i /g^^^^^^ i«P>-^P^r^d 
»^ i l m of £hl Sun-fliine in the 

fuchas the bnght beam . o t 

Morning ; Jf/A^f T i l f 2 Z f c M her AS fiher, 
Jdf.archefiforherasforhdtreafH^^^^^ 

. / r ; . ^ F^-.t'. 2. 3,4,S^ for fiiver, for which 
rotas ^^^"'ly'^'lZ^^ to bed late, and eat 

i L f care ô be ftill ns we gain in knowledg putting 
' n o S S e the way to m.ke profitable difpatch of 
bufinefs is to end one before we begin another, re 
membringihis true Proverb, » m o r e ,i 
Z ^ L I incr.., chou oughteft therefore to have put 
mv money to the Exchangers, and then at my coming 
r & t L t e received my ovvn wuh advantage ^ 

But I fh i l l proceed with a fecond caufe of this 
deciv mmelv this, A luke-warmnefs in Religion, 
thnt is fo indifferent to folcmn Worftiip, that we care 
roc Whether wo go forward or backward When 
pet fons are come to this pafs Gofpelwork hath little 
/^utliorlty with them, they are enfily carried' another 

- .. . . vvav; 



. signs of a t>y}ng of Decaying Chrifiian. i 9 
J way-, Aihowet of rain, an akinghead, a faint fit, ^ 

n cold frofty morning, and twenty fucfa trifling occafi* 
'•' ons will appear ground enougli to damp our devotr 
fl on. Many Chrillians now adayes are too too ready 

/)' to fulfil the complaint of old. EphrAim is like a filly 
Dove without a heart. A work to do, but no heart 

J to do i t . A man without heart is like a Cupboard with-
;)•", out meat. I t is no fatisfaftion to hunger to fee an em-
K ty Table. This Luke-warm fpirit is defperately threac-
i'^] ned in Scripture, Rev. 3. 15. 16. I tf^J 
,\L that thoH art neither cold nor hot j / tt-W^ tiut thou 
'of; Wert cither Hold or hot, fo then bectin[e theft art lukewarrtp 
i / , fpae thecoHt of my mouth. ^ 
J Thirdly, a third Caufe of this decay, is nn'̂ ptneCs 
^<^\to perfonal duties; every Profeflbr in order to nis: 
j l ' j growing, hath perfonal duties conftantly toaxry a-

bout with him, aptncfs wherein fits him for publicK 
^^)Aimploymenti but the contrary makes him unhandy 
^/ or unskilful in the word of righteoafnefs; as children 
^/;by vertuous education; or the unexperc Souidier by 

frequent difcipline, are both made ready for man-
.̂ /J likeraftions ; even fo, aptnefs in perfond duties at 
^cr^'^mljrandClofet Prayer, Family and Clofet Reading, 
,̂  f a careful Exercife, and execution of thofe choice and 
|ff)i'nearly concerned duties, with the addition o f / « -
{(fi gaent fafiingj, patchings, hnmblings, patience, meekneff, 

,/.^^^p(r^»ce, iieal, fear, love, giving all diligence-, for it 
J} ihefe things be in you and abound, they make you 
/ that you (hall be neither barren nor unfruitful in the 
J' ''"owledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift, but he that lack-

'̂̂ cth thefe things is blind, and cannot fee afar o f f : fo 
y briefly I p , f j the third fign of decay in Godli-
./nefs. 

)»' ( 
4'' . a C H A P -



2p Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chrijiiatt, 

C H A P , n r j 

^riffly jhe'^inj^ the Reaftn tf'^oeArinefs to hear my Trmh 
oflcft, with three Caafet of this Decay. 

S I G N n r . 

W lienyOH care not to hear one matter of^ 
tm^ though both ejjential and ajidtabk 

truth. 
By Often here, I would not be underftood fo. as 

that thofe that preach fhould day after day when they 
affcmble without intermifiion, preach tlie very finie 
thing word for word to their hearers, for indeed this 
may give juft occafion of burthen to the hearer; there­
fore fufh preaching up one truth in refpedl of the 
feafon muflfvirely be foobferved, as to leave room 
for the making known other truths of equal necefiity 
to be believed •, therefore let the confiderate Reader 
in this cafe conftrne my words, as he upon another 
cafe judgeth he ought to conftrue the holy Apoftles 
words, Often, iCor^xi. 26. As often as yott cat this 
i^read; Often bete doth not in the leaft intend, that 
not at all perfons be in this fcrvice; neither doth it 
furcly intend, that they do it every time they meet 
together, but fo do it as i t have its fcafon of being 
adminiftred, and fuch fcafon as may not extinguifh^ 
or leave no room for the adminiftration of other Or­
dinances ; fo that by Often Iwould be underftood, fo ' 
frequent a preaching, the fame Truth already known 
and believed, asftands with the wifdom and judgmenr. 
of perfons, that by God are entrufted to preach : with ' 
this alwaycs pren?ife4, that as they fee a poffibility 
of any truth Jofingits proper forfc in the Rl^inqry ancj : 



^igns of a Djifi^ or Decafwg Chrijiiat). 2 1 
^i/'heart, through want repetition. And when fuit-

fi able truth upon this very fcore is over and ovê " 
preached, and meets with fuch fpirits as care not to 
hear i t , that are mindlefs. carelefs and difpleafed; 

J this befpcaks fuch to be of the djing hand-^ for indeed, 
,lff> fuch carriages withftand Gods ordinary method j 

which he frequently ufcth in Scripture to his own 
people in covenant with h im; for two great ends, the 
one is, that they may remember it; the other is, that 

i they may ̂ <,;t. _ 
; ' J Is not one great end of many inftitutions impoled 
in on Jfrael of old , and they found according to com-

.fmandment in the fame fervices yearly, left they 
Wj *^ould forget what God would have them remember J 
J j and when they are pleafcd tochoofe them a Kmg. ic 
, ; f j j isGods exprefs charge when he fittcth upoti the 

Throne of his Kingdom , that he Hiall write him a 
4^:1 Copy of the Law. and read therein all the dayes ot his 
{ f i l i fe ; that he may learn to keep Gods word- The fate-
jfi</ ty of this to the fame people, that have already be-
/ . h e v e d is plainly exprcffed, and faultincfs in them that 

. care not to hear i t , plainly implyed; and one of the 
f". , great ends I have noted, is alfo affigned in i Cor. i j -
\v\l ^- •^'^oreover brethren^ I decUrt unto yoH the Gojpel 

'^hich I preached unto joH, Tvhich alfo joa have received, 
^1 fi»d wherein J9U (iand ^ by which alfo yox are faved^ if 
]h yo» keep in memory what I preached untojoH, unlefs you 
M have believed ia vain. Then hegoethon and ftieweth 
A the particulars he had preached to them, Principles 
(t «vcn fo plain in the Letter of them, that one would 
9 ^^""^ they could not be forgotten; which ftrongly 
c'\> implies, that through want of preaching the fame 
W thmgs to tliem again, they might either lofe the bare 
Ijy ^^nowledg of the Principles there laid down, or at leafi: 
4 the fpiricus) force and nature of them ; how then doth 
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2 2 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriflian, 
'hisvcry Scripture reprove fuch as care not to hear 
Citable truth often? charging them with faultinefsj 
forgetting : that of all truth at beft. they know but in 
part; and that by hearing one and the fame truth a-
gain and again, a man may fee fome excellency further 
than yet he ever faw : experience will witncfs this to 
theconfidcrate, Tfal. 3. beginning. 

Now this defed feems to arife from feme wrong 
judgment or apprehenlions, th?t fuch perfons have of 
ihemfelves; they arc notionally conceited of fome 
large reach they have in the knowledg of thofe very 
thi!ngs they care ne$ to hear; and this defedt in thern 
is occafioned through want of humble dependance up, 
on Gojl, andfcnfible feeling the Spirit of that word; 
Allmjfprittis are inlhee, Pf^l. 87. Z^/?. Let any that 
find the cafe thus with them be mtreated to be rcftlcfj 
inthemfelvcs Cnocqi'ict^^ ,̂ content; but pray earneft. 
ly to God, that he would both heal them from this 
foul diflempcr, and alfo forgive them for this great 
evil of entertaining, or giving way to burden at hear-
inn'again- that that grace hath taught them to know 
already. This was that good Shepherd St. Peters great 
care, 2 P f M - 1 2 - 13 - ̂  ^ wherefore I II net be ncgH, 
lent to pHt you ahvajes in remembrance of thefe thip^.^ 
thoMh JOH know them, ani he efiiUifhei in the prefcnt 
ttHth; yea, Ithi»k it meet, as long as I am in this Ta­
bernacle tojliryou »p by putting joa in remembrance-
plainly implying that without a frequent repetition of 
Sie fame truths. it was very eafie not onely to lofe 
the remembrance of them, but the fpirlt of them alfo. 
I t was Gods method and exprefs ch.irge to Mtfcs, that 
he fhould keep the memorial of the Paflovcr from 
veartovear in its continued fcafon, fuch a year, fuch 
araoneth fuch a day miift the fame Inftitution be re­
vived and performed, plainly putting us m mind how 

' ' ' • m 
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apt wc are to lofe the troe remembrance and relifh 

£)(' of an effentiall truth. How often Chriftian hath thy 
.fs* heart been fo warmed at the hearing of fome truth, 
III'' as to fay with the two Difciples, Did. not onr hearts 
[li>' burn VpithinusTvhUefi he talked with us, and opened to 
fid̂  m the Scriptures ? While the Minifter hath been 
lis I* preaching hath not thy heart been burning, and thy 

mouth ready to fay with Ifrael^ All that the Lord 
A commands ns we will do, andwhether he fends us we will 
/ go! and yet the next aflault by the want of bread or 
p water haft thou not alfo with /frael cried, ivherefore 
,vf'! hath the Lord brought us hither to die in this wHdernefs ? 
^ would to God we ha A died in Egyp. where we had bread 
j# to the f ull. How often do we behold fpcdacjes ot 

mortality carrying to their long homes, and though 
tins is our bigh concern to lay it to heart, yet do we 

\S put the remembrance of them into the grave with 
/ ' them ?, 
itt'''' How often do we pray , watch, f a f t , or weep the 
J more, to behold the Meffenger of death come fo near 

our door ? doth not rather the often repetition of 
j ( / this praftical, and the other preceptive repetition ot 

Gods Council turn to furfet or loathing at leaft to a 
5(|f' Iclfening the very fpiritual fenfe and life that truly 
iff 'odgin the veins of thofe great inftitutions. Now the 
''̂ |(̂  Caufes of this decay, which being duly heeded, may 
f lit fti-ve as remedies for recovery arc thcfe. 

Firft Decay in the fpiritual appetite. . 
'( J' Secondly Ignorance of the great end of all Inftitu-
^ \l tinns. 
H Thirdly, want of Spiritual digcfture, 
;̂ (̂ * Fu-ft, Decay in the fpiritual appetite. When whol-

feme food is become loathfqme, the fault is not in " 
i \l t'lemcAt.but in the man ; fuch a perfon wants f i i iyf ick; . 
i'J "X^efull foul (faith Solomon) lothcs the honey-comb, but 



p^- i> ''&"^ ̂ f'* Decaying Chrijiian. 
to the hungry every hitter thing is frveet. The ftomach 
jnaybefuU under a double confideration; Firft from 
a real fupply of food, this is both plcaftnt and profi­
table bufinefe. To be hungry is a mercy, and to have 
a fupply to Hay or fatisfie this hunger is a double mer­
cy. But fecondly , a Stomach may be full and yet cmp. 
£V meat enough but no appetite to i t , through fomc 
decay or defeft in the ftomach. We fee this in many 
nerfon^ that may have what heart can wifh, but de-
li-e faileih in them to their dainty dilhes, nowloath-
inc whnt once they loved. We conclude when in this 
natural kind appetite faileth , a Confumption ap. 
nroachech. and miho^i fpeedy remedy will end in 
dilfolution. I t is counted in common Icfs mifery to 
wantmeatthan to wantappetuc. Now when we have 
aneffential and fuitable Truth and our ear itch to be 
0on< it is an evident figu of (icknefs at heart. And 
this t^aybe, and yet theperfon very unfenUbleof it. 
thoH fareli I ^'^^ ""'^ cncreafed wuh goods ̂  and 
have neeM nothing, and k^nveft not th.t thou art j,,or, 
^Verlhle wretched, blind a.d naked Lev. 3. 17. 
to is a dreadful deep decay but fo far arc they 
^om feeling i t , that they fay they are rich and have 
S o f S h i n ^ OChriftians, woe be to u, i f once 
«lcre f u l l . let us look to our fpiritual appetite, daily 
hunger fign of daily health. My foul th.rfteth ,1 

• God!is the Hart thirfteth for the water brooks, it was 
thus with David, the more he drank the more he 
Sis athirft- the deeper thefwceteris thcfountamof 
G o d l S / . U . Blcfdareye that hunger and thi^flf 

^ ^ ^ ^ I t c t ^ d ' i r e of this d e c a y s 
ran?; of the great end of all Inftitutions, no fervicc 
of God bat isfpecial and appointed for fpec.a end, 

•andis proficablein the Ufeof i.tfor D o a a n e j o r R. 
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P proof, for Corrediion, for Inftruftion in righccoufnefe,' 
l^iHo this noble end, that the man of God may be per-
jjlfi' f ed , throughly furnilhcd to all good works. Every 
jf''fervice for God will be burthenfome, i f weareigno-
[oli'rantof the great end of that fervicc ; we fliould ne-
jjlef'ver go to hear Gods Word, but fliould carry along 
(̂.[(̂  with us knowledg of the two great ends of that Inf t i -

giiFtution, his own Honour, and our Eternal Good: 
i this wi l l be like a large Mornings walk by a pleafanc 

IJIII'river fide, it will caufe anapetite to wholfome food 
with David, to fay ray foul longeth for God- The 

înj leaft Nail in Gods Temple hath its meaning, and did 
•J we ftudy the meaning ofall Appointments, we fliould 

with C«r;«j thirft long for the time of Gods unfold-
jfif ing them. The worth of a Precept where men perifli 
'/^ for want of counfel is beft known, the fwcet that is 

lodged in every Promife is onc^y underftood by the 
t A needy foul r and the advantage that may be gathered 
;ot byaThreatning is beft known to fuch, as carry daily 
I; ' up and down with them the feehng fenfe and weight 
J o f eternal mifcarrying. 
3' , 3. A third Caufe of this Decay, is want of Spiritu-
<c[ alDigefture: Cuftomary Meals are a great burden to 
,J); the foul that hath an il l Digcfture; i t is a certain 
jfj lymptomeofafoul ftomach, when the food reftsand 
A corrupts there, not turning to ufual nouriftimcnt fuch 
f , perfons areliftlcfs, dull, heavy, and flow of motion, 
,ii running tow-.rds an apparent decay, which is demon-
/ ' by their thin vifage, faint fp i r i t , feeble knees, 

^™ f-cmbling joynts, hollow eyes, inward fpeecb. 
/ iNo Mother can look upon her Son in this cafe, buC 

With deep lamentation, and utmoft diligence to ob-
jj j t.iin remedy, with a feeling fenfe of that fatal confe-
,1̂ . quence that will attend fo fad a difeafe, crying oiit, 
}\) RFpc fpe'edyreleafeGodwitl write me childlefs. 

•• Now 
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'Now there is in the natural Body truly diftinguifljg. 

kinds of Digefturcs, both uridue, yet both very 
" » the 

' noii. 

two 
applicatory to the work in hand, one is when the 
food digeftsfo eafily, that it hath not turned to nou 
rifhment, the Cud chewcth not; it paffed through in 
in the fame nature and kind as i t was received in not 
remaining in the ftomach a due time for fpace 
turn to nourifliment. Anotlicr is, when it lieth too 
long and fo corrupts in the ftomach; thefe are tru-
Emblemsof an ill fpiritual digefture, when the word 
*!card goes as it comes, takes not root downwards, nor 
bringeth fruit upwards, or elfe it is received, and Ray. 
cth undigefted into a fuitable pradbce, not anfwerina 
the end for which it was fent: I t bringeth forth, hue 
k is briars and thorns, envying and ftrife; one of 
Taul, and another of Apollo another of Scpha,^?,^^ 
another of Chrift the word is heard by all, but not 
lightly digeOed by many. 

C H A P . I V . 

SrUdl fhemni ho7v wa»t of hmjlUj and charity /« hea­
rers, caufcth them dijliks ^vhat is preached. 

S I G N I V . 

W Uenferf> Sermons will pleafeyoii, either 
you, like not Matter , or Manner, OY . 

Man. or flace. ,1, . . 
• When Perfons come to this decay, that they not 
onely arc weary to hear one matter often, but few 
Sermons pleafe them ; they are then ready to throw 
of! all, and it is ufually known by this very chara^er 
Sign viz. They will either find fome fault with the 
" ^ * - • matter -
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^matter- or elfe diflike the manner, or elfe the man, 
jor the place J. and wherever this is found in perfon OE 

Cperfons, without juft occafion given them, fuch cer-
y tainly cannot ftand long in their Ptofeffion, without 
'''"(penitent reformation. 
1'",; Let but hearers, when they come to Sermons, leave 
it*,charity behind them, how cafily may they diilurh 
I''jj them felves and others in one of thefe cafes; As for 
fpfimatter, will they not reply, it it fuch as I know alrea-
F,dy as well as the Miniftcr can tell me; otherwifeic 
Jf̂ . is but poor weak ordinary matter : and as to the mars-
li' ,ncr, will they not reply, either he fpeaks too high, 
ftor too loud, that they like not 3 or in their account 
lienor high enough, too low that they like not; other-
ff jWife in their account, too fall or too flow, and all this 
: r they like not. 
" ji Now as .to the man, this being Mi prcmifed, he is 
'||(,one that hath ordinary approbation and feal'from Hca-
^ ven to his Minif l ry , in the bringing through grace 

finners to converfion; why as to fuch a man, they dif-
/ l i k e him, andmanifeft their diflike; yet being asked 

can give no reafou; nay it is probable to fay truly, 
t'^ey cannot tell why they diflike him, but yet they 

, do, they are not free to hear fuch a man. Is not this 
•f a filly weaknefs got among fome Profeflbrs, the good 

I-ord undeceive and humble fuch : furely it's pofEble 
for fome to fliew diflike in fome, or all thefe cafes, and 
as little caufe for it , as Corah and his Company, had to 

^•(Idiflikc as they did, Mofes and Aaron, Numb, 16.3^ 
1 Thejf gathered themfdves t egct her again fl Mofes, and a-

" gainft Aaron, and faid to them, ye take too much upon 
f you, feeing all the Congregation is holy, everyone of them; 

ifjji and the Lord is among them; therefore then lift ye tip 
h T>ur felves above the the Congregation of the Lord- How 

•'ufekfs tliis carriage WBJ from Corah, Cathan, and 
,, Abiran}; 
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Abirftfn^ with two hundred and fifty Princes, the 1.0.4 
from Heaven in a Way not common difcovers, the 
that die , die not the common death of all men ^ 
that Chapter fully fliews • fo heinous was their fyn ^ 
Gods account, to murmur againft his fervants vvitj*^ 
out a caufe : And is it then a new thing, that fuch 
in Churches now under this decaymg fign, of difliJii^^ 
matter, manner, or man? was not this very fpirit n J 
into the Corinth Church, and bold even to (hew i 
felf againft the holy man St. Paul, that had begotten 
them to the faith, 2 Epift. 10. For ks Letters, fay they 
are mighty and powerful, but his boddy pre fence i^U" 
and his fpeecb contmptible. Here they were not fparinn 
to vent themfelves; the fmall caufe they had, yea 
the unreafonablenefs of that their diDike letthecon-
fiderate judge, whofe confcienceisnotaflecp. Ag.in 
in I Cor. 4. fvich a like fpirit difcovers i t felt, afte.f^ 
ungracious a rate, as that Wife-mans reply will evi. 
dence in-verfe 3- l^mwith me tt is a very fmall thing; 
thatifl^ould be judged ofyoH, or mans judgment; they 
account the Aportles fools themfe ve^ wife, ,1,1 
Anoftles weak, themfelves ftrong; by all this, with-

*" & t adding what Scriptures more might be added, 
is very evident, i f we will take thsholy Spirits tefti. 
mony that fuch perfons under this very fign wete in 
the Apoftles dayes; and doth not alfo the tcftimony 
of a good confciencc fay, there are fuch even now ? 

It is very poflible for forae tempers to find fault 
or pick as it were a quarrel at one thing or another in-
the Ordinance of Preaching even as It were to create 
occafion There is a difeafc attends fome perfon, 
that will not be pleafed, it is next to impoftible to 
Cratifie them to content neither Barnabas not Bonar 
%s will fatisfie. This Sign takes notice of four Com­
plaints Here is a hand of Divine Providence throws a 
*^ ' ftone. 

I'll 
f {I 

If.( 

lb'' 

r (J 
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i^i|/flone; Defigns good in its fail where ic refieth, the 

jjfihandis not difcerned, nor regarded, namely the end 
''̂ 5, wherefore the ftone is thrown, but by and by like the , 
' thorney ground. Hearers, offence is taken, and feveral 
y i complaints are brought in againft the ftone, but no re- ; 
y g a r d is ftill had to the hand that threw the ftone; 
'jl' fif one Complaint, is, the Matter is not hked, it is fomc ' 
".jjf truth they know already, their ears itch at this, and 
"Vi they wane fome Novelty. This is truly emblem'd ? 
y |t< in wanton Children, who are fo full fed they know • 
'id "'^'^t to eat, but arc ready to nauceate thofe ' 
1J Dainties that their poor Neighboilrs Children would 
, J leap at the remnants of. This Difeafe in the fpirituaf 
nd and natural Body is a fore-runner both of a Famin of 
^y, Bread, and o f the hearing the Word of God. Ano-
K(i ther Complaint is againlt the manner of delivery; 
J ,A! we are got fofar perhaps that we will not take offence 
•jftl at the matter, but the manner ; foraething is to be 
J faid againft that; i t was not diflied up in fuch a 
d Drefs, with fuch a Voice and Prefence as Hked this 

'^.i full ftomach : thus the Manner is quarrelled at. Ano-
ifc' ther Complaint is againft the Man; you like perhaps 

if the Matter and Manner, but i t is fuch a Man, fb r̂ 
hi whom you have little charity, and as little caufe per-

haps : butfo it is you like not the Man, all this while 
y the Devil's Trade goes on, i f he can bring you to quar -
y rel at Matter, Manner, Man, or Place; fo you lofe the 
y profit he gains his End, and God lofeth his Honour; 
^ (/ Profeffors look to your hearts here, and lay afide thefe 
y excufes. or quit your Profeffion; examine i f you live 
J up to that mean Matter you account you heard this 
J °:^y i examine i f the Manner will ftand in Gods fight, 
' for you«to contend againft to your own loft. And 

iOrtheMan, examine in your own fpirit, whofe Ox 
or Afs hath he taken, while he is robbing perhaps 

/ " • .himfelf 
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liimfclf and his to do you fervice for this requital / i 
Give Chrift Jefus leave to fpeak here a conclutlinp Y 
word. Matt. l i . i 5 ,17 ,18 , 19. £M voheremtoJh^i ',(/ 
lUktn this Generation, ^tislike unto Children fitting j 'y 
ths Market, and calling to their fe/lows, faying^ i,^^^ 
piped unto j/oa,,andjfou have not danced; wc have mourn-
tted to JOU, and je have not lamented. For John cam] ¥ 
Tieithcr eating nor drinking, and they fay he hath a Devil • ''^\ 
the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and ye f^y '>f 
behold a man gluttonous, awine-hibber, a friend of p^y'^ \} 
licansandftnners; but let mc tell you this, that tvlfdo^ % 
is iuflifiedcf her Children. 

Objta. What Caufcs may be afljgned for this De< m 
•cay? ' IA 

Anf Thefetwo; M 
Firft, Want of Humility. f . 
Secondly, Want of Charity. \ f ] 
Firft, Want of Humility. 1 he humble Soul where 

ever becomes he. is fo debafcdat his ownworthlef- r 
ncfs and undone ftate, that the mcaneft morfel, j f 
really bread, is mercy to him, he can feed heartih, 
iipon pulfe, and look fair with it, and is thankful, find-
ing matter for praife, and none for repining, hishti- i-
miliation leads him to contentednefs, and his con- ' 
tentednefs to ;thankfulnefs ^ the lower he lies, the i , 
more he thrives. It is a famous Inftance which Do- '> 
ftor Taylor gws us of the Diuke of Conde. I havt 
read ffai th he) that when the Duke of Conde had en-
tred voluntarily into the incommodities of a Religious 
Poverty, he was one day efpied, and pitied by a Lord ' 
of Italy y who out of tendprnefs wiflied him to be 
more careful and nutritive of Iiis perfon. The good .̂ 4' 
Dukeanfwered, Sir, be not troubled, and tjiink not 
that I am ill provided of conveniencies; for I fend an 
Harbinger before me, who makes ready my iodgings f 

every 
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pH '̂"^Tk^ '̂̂ ' takes care that I be royally entertain- / 
L r " ! n^r . ^^"^^ ^^^'^<^ him, who was his Harbinger, he | 

' V T^^'^'^^ rhc knowledgeof mv fcif, .and the eonfi- I 
Mn^r'"""" "'h^t I deferve for my fins, which is etcr- I 

V ^ ^ ' " torment; and when with this knowledg I ^.rrive 
'̂ atfK^ .1,- ,y .°' 'g'"S. how unprovided foever I find if, me 

'1 

Oh I K't US aim,,, ^ ucucr cnan 1 ueierve. v/i 
' V ' ^ i """L^y^/cmember, all is well on this fide hell. 
'jiilf v^rk r "^'y- Want of Charity, I t is a true Pfo-
j / r P^rf ^""^'""^^k the Law eafie. What Sermon, or 

rel -r'.^'^"^ "»«y not a man find occafion to quar-
fti^h A . , l-*^0™« to it without charity. Chancy, 

.liisP '̂ be :^* '? '^^^ ' 'Anoft lc bears all things, its Contrary 
tl" . f'ears nothing ; cfiarity covereth a multitude of fins, 

think ? i ' " ' y . ™ ' " P ' ' « aggravations of fins; Chaiity. 
i l l . 1 , '".'its Contrary thinketh nothing cKe but 

. Uiarity puts the beft interpretation upon all a*-
I if''^'^ thqn 1̂ 1'̂ ''"̂ '"̂ '"y the word : nothing liket God, 
lcth)4 vilrh for God is love; nothing hker the De­
l l / ' ^ We 5 ' r " ' ' ' ? " ' " ' "y = Love wrought with God, whcri 
i > ? love r ^'^""P'ty, to fend his dear Son full ofpitV; 
111 fi""' Wh^ V'r'^ '^'^"^ty made him lofe his life to favc ours. 
I i > « p e r f o 1 ^''^^ '̂̂ y to the loathing of thy 

lis ^"'̂  of lov"* unto thee, live ; that time was the time 
ef '̂'̂  Rrefr^' f'^ekiel 16. He Voas wunded for ci^r tninf-
cb'P"' ' '''"'iffor our iniq^ines, the chafiifment of 
1 ^^"^ mX^r i^"*^ laid upon him , thxt with his ftripes w 
had from ^Aw^ 5.3- ehriftians, wou'd you get 
i i f i f " ! MatrVi^Jr ' ^ " ^ y ' '^o^h few Sermons either as ro 
Xo^'°' of love K ""'^^"'^ Man, pleafe you; get into the fpiric 
CO ''f P«t th ' t a ^ '"f! '^ '= grains of allowance , that wiU 

' go"'* fVcach^ confiaidion upon every adion , when 
\ n"' thefp ni"^-' ^^^""S. Contention ceafeth, yea when 
rnd''''' ''ine^ih ''^^ lights of Faith and Hope hath done fiii-
Amf^' '^ve be in its greatcft luftre, i Cot.x i r 3 • 
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C H A P . V. 

Containing five Caufes of deceitful thinking wc knor» ^ 
nough ; with four markj to k^ow when we are und * 

- that deceit. 

S I G N V. 

W Hen you think^you l^tjovo enough. 
1 he greacnefs of this defcft, and the dan 

ger of it may be feen, i f fomething be premifcd and 
confidered. When you think you know enough - xht 
is, you arc grown fo tall in the knowledge of God 
and the Ordinances of his Houfc, the way to his Kinn' 
dom v the ftrength of your adverfuries, the Heft 
World, and Devil, and the plague of ypur own heart' 
for all this mull: be premifed, as being in fuch perfons 
as think they know enough • i f their thoughts be not 
f^rofs deceit̂  and then what need of Hearing or Af 
lembling, or crying.after linowlcdg, or lifting up ^ j ^ ^ 
voice for.underftandmg ? Is not this grofs dgc,.;̂  
grown fomewhat conimon, but of dangerous tenden, 
cy, to knock both heart and hand from off the means 
God hath ordained to encrcafe and fanftifie know! 
ledge ? Is not fuch a conceit the road way toj^theif^ \ 
Were it not gotten among fome fleepy Chriflians in 
the,Apariles time ? Doth not that fayingj Ccr.8. 2,3 
direftly aim at fuch ? if any man think, that he knowtt\ 
anj.thin^\ he knoweth nothing jet as he ought to knon> 
But if^'iy man love God, the fame is kno^n of him 
As much as if the A podle fhould fay, you think yd, 
know much, truly if you know fo much as that yo„ 
hve God,yon are known of him; and if you know this 
yon know what yon can know in this life ; but i f yo^ 
know not this, you know nothing yet as you ought to 

know 
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know, whatevei you think of your feJves: and there­
fore look to it. t f ^ t you love God, and dwell nor a-
bout this or that tall conceit of your knowledge ; but 
i f you or any man love him, the fame is known of 
him : And this I fliall humbly add, i f any man love 
God, the fame hath learned to think fobcrly or mean­
ly of him felf. 

But the danger of this appears further, i f we con­
f e r , that fomc for being under this dying Sign, 
were about to be fpewed out of Gods month. Revel. 
3- 17. Becatife thiu fajeft^, I am rich, and cncreAfeA 
•foitkgoods, and have need of mihing; (vet arc fo igno-
rant) or kno^xfi not that thou art wretched , mUerdle^ 
pw, hlind, mdnaked. How doth the holy fpirit illu-^ 
ftrate to us the mifcrablc eltate of this People, under 
this dying Sign? wretched, one would think thatc-
nough; yecheadds/l</»/f?-^^/f, andthatis notenotigh 
to fe t i t out, but they"arc Poor; Blind, and Naked-, 
in a word, they are quite the contrary to what they 
think of themfclves, and what is in growing Chri-
Itians. 

I t is a true Cbaraifter of a gracious growing Soul# 
he never thinks he knows enough of the deceitfuinefs 
of his own heart; the other knowledge it is that Com­
eth under this dyingSign. I his knowledg encreafeth 

. humilitji, the other encreafcth pride : 'Tis certain 
that perfons under this conceit that they know e-

^ nough do little ftudy their own he4rt,\vhkh is deceitful 
^bove all things anddefperately wicked] who can know it, 
I the Lord fearch the heart, plainly implying, that when 
we hare ftudicd all our dayes the knowledg of our 
hearts, we fhall ftill be but Children in that know^ 
'^«g- It is one of the Lords Prerogatives, both to 
Know the heart and fearch it. Therefore when God 

ad faid the heart is deceitful above all things, v\ho 
D 2 ' can 
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can know i t , he gives this llefoltition. No mortal man 
can, / the Lord fearchit. Chrifiians may very truly dif, 
tern the difference between fpiritual and carnal know-
ledg,the Pulfe of the one beating ikongly to a large at, 
tainment in knowledge for knowledge fake, the other as 
diligent to intrcafe in knowledge for praftife fake ̂  the 
one the inore he kno^i^s himfelf, the more he lu^ths 
himfelf; the other the more he k»oWs himfelf, the 
more befalls in /ow with himfelf; Ah Chriftians, i f 
we know God in his _^rMfwff, foas to fwrhim.and 
in his goodnefs fofar as to love him, and in hiswe^-cj, 
fo muc/vasto be thankful, and in his juflice fo much 
as to be humble-, this will lead iis into the ftudy of 
our felf to that degree of fclf-acknowlcdgment with 
CpoA David, Pfalmt 119,^^0. My pjh trembkthfor 
(car of thee, and l am afraid of thy judgments. 

Now I fliall with Gods help fticw fome caufes of 
ibis Deceit; you may think you know enough. 

Firft when you meafure what you know by your 
oivney'esor light; you do think fo not rneafuring 
whacyouknowhy the Rule of Knowledge, the Word 
of God I Cor lO- M- Forwe dare not make ourfelves 

nttmber , or compare our felves Voith fome that 
rommend themfelvu; but they mUfuring themfdves 
'mth themfelves, by comparing themfelves among them, 
Celves ^rfwrW*/?, Prov. 30 12- There ts a generation 
thdt are pure in their own eyes, yet not wajhedfrom their 

^ ^ t ^ f h e f e Texts you may fee what miferablejudg­
ment men wili make of things, when they walk by chr 
li2ht of their own eyes,- contrary to God s espref, 
charce "Dcut. 12. 8. You {hall not S after all thmgs ŵ . 
do here \hi< day, every man ^hat is right,« hts own ejes. 

Secondly/Another Oufe may be this, when yo,. 
»n#arure what you know by what once you did know ^ 
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^ not confidering that further knowledg forceth further 
i\ light, and calls for proportionable pradife : ^^enl 
iilf| was a child,! fpakeas achiU, lunderfloodas achild-, 
f hut when / became a man I put away c hildifl> things. 
r|" Thirdly, When you meafurc what you know, by 

feeing others that pr itefs they know, do as they do, 
tti' Tit. 1.16. They profefs they know God, but in works they 
, ^ deny him- Other mens actions muft no further be a ru!e\ 
)f,' for us, notwich:tandingtheir knowlcdg, thcnastheira-
jji* ctions ccord with Gods Word,the rule of knowledg. 
0,* Fourt .y. When you meafure what you know, by 
5/ what you re difpofed to pradice, or do; men pics 
/ and choofe what Commands they will obferve. ana 
pj)' how to obferve them, in our dayes: Some Commanas 
J fuit more with the nuure and difpofition of perlons 
f than other Commands do; they that cannot endure 

Urunkinnefs, can give way to pafion; they that can-
/ not end ure XJncleannefs, can give way to Covetoujnejs; 

but as the vif tory is glorious when gotten over, 
|y what was moft difficult-, fo, mcafuring what wc 
j - / know, not by what we are difpofed to doe; but 
vf/t what God commands us to doe is the trueftwayor 
j<l* rule to meafure by- for the carnal man will make the 
, (f Law of Nations his guide, the moral man the Teti 
//' Commandments his guide; the Antichriftian man the 

falfe Spirit his guide; and all meafure themfelves by 
/ their guide : bntthe undeceived Chriftian mm makes 
\\l Gods Word his guide, and meafureswhat he knows, 

• by his walking hkethat-, To the Law and totheTeJfi-
•J many, if they fpeak^ mt according to this Word, 'tis he-
ijil' catife there is no light in them, Ift- 8. 20. 
^f Fifthly, Whtti you meafure not what you know, 

by what God in his Word calls you perfonally to do , 
"vhen thofe efpccial Commands that lie upon you; 

, y as Husband ta Wife, fVifc to Husband, Father to Child, 
I D 3 Child 
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Child to Father, Mafler to Servant, Servant to 
fier, are. left undone, or fo lamely done tliacVh^' 
are full of cracks and flaws; the Religion'of fu 
vain, and contrary comparifons to this, as vain'̂ a H 
deceitful. Thi.s was the evil of the .Scribes and Pha" 
fees, they mnAcd Annis and Cummin, but ne'rle^^'j 
judgment, mercy, and faith, the weightier mattcrs^of th 
Law : all doings are fliews without fubftance, whil 
the weightift matters are left undone, fames I.^K 
Jf any manfcem to religiout, andbridleth not his tomu^ 
Jje deceives his own heart; this **f(t^s Religion is in-^^i^l 
Confider this in thefear of God. 

ObjeSl. But how ntiay we know we are deceived 
^/ith this deceit. 
\ Jnf Firf t , When you have a low value of thofe 
means, that under God hrft brought you to know : i j 
not a Sermon a low thing with you ? this and that Pr'ea, 
filer, that one was high in your account, now vveâ  
and mean inyourcReem? Now you are full^ no-mjon 
are rich, and have rsigned as Kings ifithout m • / 
to Godyoudidraign, that Vfc alfo tnight raign ^ith jau, 
I Cor. 4. 8. . , ' J 

Secondly, When you are mighty prodigal of tvhat 
you know, thinkingno matter well managed, thacyo^, 
have not moft voice in, Prov. 1 5. 2. The tongne.ofthe 
'^ifcufeth k'wwledg aright, but the mouth of fools p'urcth 
forth feolifb'ncfs. So Prov. z<). i r. The fool tittereth all 
his mind, (>ut 4 wife man k:''peth it in vchils after-

ds. 
Thirdly, When you pleafe your felf with th^ 

thoughts that few or none in linowledg outftripyou 
having a fecrct fcorn to compare your felvcswith a-
ny; -that is, when you think none is able to fay more 
to a Text of Scripture, than you have done., ot 
^nows the holy fpirits mind rnpre than youi: fejves 
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^ 'fer. 8.8. Wff 4re rvife, (We by way of fingulanty. W ' / 
I the Law of the Lord is with tis : A L the fame n5ne.^oa 

faith. What wifdom ts in them ? ^£-t-^-,?>.̂ ^*» ff^^^ -^^^ . 
j(l Fourthly, When in all matters material, ydu are hoc 
.' rareful to take counfel of God, betore you bring them 

> aftion, Prov. 15.28. The heart of the wife 
«!' anfwer , but the mouth of fools fourcth forth foohjbnejs. 
\f And Chap. 3.6. InallthjWajes ac^'oW^ledg hm, anA 
i he fhall direll thy paths. 

C H A P . V I . 

Cental 

tion of offences, that fecmirtgly may • 
Caufes of, this Decay. 

S I G N . V I . 

W Hen a fmaUoccafton will kee^ y°^^ f^°.f 
Chrifis Table, or comttmon roitb tt)e 

Church of God, , a nA 
By Chnfts Table here , I would be iinderttooa 

Chriil: Jefus his own inftitution the night he was Dc-
trayed; which he fet on foot to his Penitent , r>c-
lieving. Baptized Difciples, r Cor.n. 23. 24- , 
have received of the Lord, that Vfhich I alfo f"^"".^* 
unto you, that the Lordfefus, the fame night tnwhicH 
he was betrayed, took^ bread, and when he had gtve^ 
thank^shc brake It, and faid; Take, eat. this fs my My 
broken for you ; this do in remembrance of we; -And af­
ter the fame manner he tookjhe Cup, when he hadfupped, 
faying. This Cup is the New Teflament in my blood; 
This do, as often as you drink^itin remembrance of f^^-

D 4 Ihelc 
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Tbefc Scriptures prove it to be Chrill Jefus his own 
infiitution, and therefore a duty for his people to be 
found in often. 

But it being fomcwhat befide the bufinefs in hand, 
to treat in particular of al! the ules and ends of this 
bleffed inllitution, my work here is to be inftrumcn-
tal, iftheLord will, to deter believers upon fome oc­
cafions thar rhey have taken, to negled this duty that 
is weighty and not to be omitted or abufed.as they will 
anlwer ( hrii. Jefus, who is ready to take an account; 
it being th.it Ordinance that doth in a mofl lively man­
ner esprefs the certainty of his fuffcring, in his body 
being broken, and his blood poured out, that he 
miebthnifli the work of li.ans Redemption, and re­
main at the Fathers riglit hand, Mediator between 
God and Man the Man Chrift Jefus, ng unit all theop-
pofitionof that corrupt Spirit, that feeks in our dayes 
to difparage and e^tinguifli dm bleffcd Ordmance, 
thereby to root out of mens underftandin^s ti c cer. 
ainty of Chri^ Jefus being a perfonal fleflily fub-

ft nee- andfo converting him into a Spirit, contrary 
o thUfayingof his, after his refurrca.on , Eehol,^ 

my hands and my feet, that it UmjfdU handle me and 
ree for a Spirit hath not flejh and hone asyoH fee me have, 

•f uke 24. 39. A(Ss 1. 9. 10,11. 1 he neceflity of be-
lievinn this IS evidenced by the lad confequence of the 
contrary, for denying Chrift Jefus to be a flclhly fub-
ftance and converang him into a Spirit, any Spirit, 
or every Sp'rit; and fo in truth deny the Chrift of 
God- And then blind, injudicious men, may form to 
themfelves, and world, what they will fancy to call 
their Chrift : This premifed to the Explication of the 

Lords Table. .„ , • , 
Now when a fmall occafion will Inndei: us from 

this Service, it is a certain mark of decay in the 
' ' • ' Power 

http://th.it
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if' Power of Godlinefs, and that the Authority of the 
if«*Perfon that gave Being to this Truth, and the greac 
jio'endand ufesof this Service have little prefcnce »»f«r 

hearts: What Friend can behold his Friend, not onely 
i)i!i*weepfor him, but bleed for him-, not onely bleed for 
jfi'him till a fainting fit, but till death feize on every part, 
,/and put a perfeA period to his Life,and not weep with 
j,{» hiru, yea and bleed with him, yea and dye with him, 
J Our Lord Jefus faith peradvcnture for a good man one 
y would even dare to die, much more with fuch a com-
^^i mon good man that is innocent, and dies for a fellow 

good man that is guilty ; furely who would forbear to 
w die with fuch a one. 

But this is not a fufficient Parallel to the work be-
/ fore us: Here is not a Friend dying for his Friend ; 

but here is one that never did f i n , neither was gudi: 
jjrf foH»dinhis mouth, crying out, mj foul is exceeding for-
iif rowful even unto death, brought as a Lamb to the 
/ fiiughcer, bcfet with a bitter agony, fweating as it 
((j' were great drops of Blood a man of Sorrows, and ac-
| l <iuainted with Griefs, oppreffed, and afflifted, and 

[f/ bruifed; then taken from Prifon, and from Jujg" 
M ment; his hnir pulled ofif, hisvifa^e marred more than 
J any mans, his face f p i t o n , his head crowned wltti 

thorns, his hands and his feet nailed to a^'l^A' 
| f i'pMrthruft \mi his fide, and his whole Body hxten 
,fi a Free in a bitter torturing manner, for three full tiours 
# together he remains in deepanguifli, fothat the Vail 

of the Temple at ferufalem w^s rent in twain from the 
l ' top to the bottom, and the i^^rf^ did ^uake, and the 
[111 ^^"i^kj rent, and the Graves opcnd, and many dead bodies 
^ came out of their Graves, and appear d unto many, and 
4 dar^nefs was upon the whole Earth for that three hours, 

^md the Keepers tremble, and become :s desd men, 
i'; and fear with anguilh came upon all flefh, and in this 
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bitter Agony hemes out, MyGod^yGo^, y,hy\ « 

• Corae-jiovv and let me taiie thee by tlie hanj 
Chriftian friend, and we will walk to Emaiu anH 
as we go of what hath happened; furely it will m 
us fad; for the pcrfon on whom this Tragedv ^ '̂̂  
at!ted, was one Jeftti of NaKareth, a Prophet rn Ju 
deed and word before God and all the people. Buf 
will believe this report, and to whom is this arm of ^ 
Lord revealed ; for he was thus wounded for our tra r 
grellions, and bruifcd for our Iniquities, the chaft f 
ment o f our peace was laid upon him, that with r ' 
ftripes we might be healed : All we like fhcep have P 
aftray, and have turned every one into his own wa " 
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us s\\ ^ ' 

(US ALL) is a word of great em phafis, worthyV 
be enquired into: Who this ZJs all meaneth, I fhall tell 
you, and the Good Lord open your eyes, that you 
may tell your fclves ; n isTranfgreffors, Reich, Trait, 
crs. Enemies in their minds; ItiS Sauls, P,rcn Perfect 
tors, Mary Magdelenes, in whom Vittt feaven DeviU" 
it is Manajfcs, Charmers, Sorcerers, Blafphemcrs, S^veal 
rers. Fornicators, idolaters. Adulterers, Thieves, Cove­
tous, Drunkards, Revilers, Extortioners, and fuch lilig" 
Worfliippers of Idol Gods made of Wood and Stone' 
Sothatherc isnota Friend dying for his Friend, nor 
a Child for his Father, nor a Brother for his Brother 
nor a Servant for his Maftcr, nor a Sub/cil- for his 
Prince, but here is the Son of God, the Lord of Lif^ 
tindGltry covcimg from the bofom of God, taking up. * 
on himfelf a contemptible life, and a curfed, painful^ 
and ftiameful death upon the Crofs, that he might 
redeem thefe very perfons from the wrath of God an j 
pangs of Hell to al! eternity, where otherwife defer-
vcdly they muft have been alwayes dying, yet alwayes 

living 
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'''^living in endlefs flames, gnawing their tongues for 
;ri'pain, weeping, wailing, gnaflimg of teeth m that 

place prepared of o ld , the pile whereof is fire and 
(ill brimflone, where their worm never dieth and their 
jui'fire never q^oeth out, but remains tormented for ever 

and ever mih the DeviUnd his Angels, from whicfi 
•j)'ftate this blefTed Son of God delivers and pt̂ o l̂an^s 

the greatnefs of this his love to every finner, and hatti 
j i ' inftituted this great fervice in remembrance ot this 

his bitter PafTion, that fuch for whom he drank tms 
rl̂  bitter Cup might fliew forth this his death till heinau 
W come the fecond time without fin to falvation. Can 
(i!̂ ' any then caft their eye upon the perfon, wortti, ana 
4 wounds of this bleeding love, and not fall in lovc, 
î f yea be fick with love after daily Communion w'tn 
,i» a one. What can fuch thus rcdeem'd from ttiis great 
;W vvoe, by this great Lord, to fuch a great ttate, as 10 
il\ be called the adopted Sons and Daughters ot Cioa. 
;tr and yet let a fmall occafion keep them from commu-

nion with their Lord and his redeemed, and not oe 
I under deep decay, &c. r 
f For any therefore to eftrange themfelves irora 
y Chrift's Table, itbeingnolefsthanarefufing theiooa 

hath prepared; becaufe things go not J""̂ '''̂  
/ouldhave them, doth greatly argue '^^^''^'^'^r'. ^ 

«J in themfelves though not by fuch heeded; they being 
I great wanderers abroad in the waycs of others; per-
\ haps more bufying themfelvcs than they ought, ana 

. yet as great ftrangers at home to felfexamma-
\ tion, and due perfonal preparation, which where evec 
\ it is, is that indeed that fo warrantably calls perions 

to come to Chrift Jcfus'i Feaft, of Bread !^ad Wtne, 
5 purchifcd with his Blood; that negligence therein will 
' prove no lefs than their great fin : What is it therefore 

what fhould keep us from that fervice, wherein by faita 
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wc are to feed, iis it were itpon the flefli of the Son of 
God > irhofe p!h U meat indeed, and whofe blood is dH»j, 
. 1 1 I „»ri.:r..«Knr f«lf_nnworthinefs or i , . , ' ' indeed. ) ruly nottiing but ICII-ULIWI.^^..."-.^ v̂ t 
preparednefs : Surely, furely, the fpintual growing 
Ci r i f t i an . whofe hungrings and thirftings are aft^^ 
hourly communion with Jefu. Chnft, can better fo^, 
go his natural food a thoufand times than yield to 
I t t from this performance: ^- ' "^ in 
our felves that we are meet fubjeds dfcerm»^ 
ZfsB^dj.andfoletuseatthat Bread, anddr.r,k^tha 

^%ow the Caufes of this decay > ^ ^ ^ ' f ' " g upon 
fmalloccafions, to abfent from Chrifls 1 able, maybe 
ihefc three. , , 

Firft Too great Ignorance who are the Subjefts 
Chrift calls to this Service. 

Secondly, Too too great aptnefs to be cafily provo. 

^^Thirdly, Want of love to Jefus Chrift, the Author 
of this Service. , K ' . i , r L . 

Firft Too great Ignorance who are the Subje^s 
Chrift calls to this Service ; which conhUs in a mifcon. 
ftruinghis general invitation to all penitent, believing 
baptized Difciples, who have had an orderly admit, 
tance thus far, and by way of Precept are enjoyned 
both to come to this Service, and continue in i t ; The 
fame day were added to the Church three thoufand fouls^ 
ttnd they contimedfiedfaji in the Apojlles doSlrm, fell 
lorvjr,ip, breaki»i of bread, and prayer : it is peculiarly 
unco fuch appointed and I mftihed, that they may kee 
in remembrance their Lord and Savioui's Paflio, 

V.U, Li..... .̂ ....y ,u<iy Keep 
in remembrance mcir u'^.u and Savioui's Paflion. 
^0 often as ye eat this Bread, and drin lathis Cnp, 
do ̂ sw forth the Lords death till he come. But I woulj 
not be miftaken here, as that I mean , the outward 
^W^ff of thcfe oncly, makes riijhc Subjeds for chnfi-

Call-
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P Call; yec this outward muft be, but wo to it when ic 

ffl!is alone : The Kings Daughter is to be all glorious 
I within, as well as her garment of wrought gold; The 

\\bimgerer and thirfter after his fupply, that fcnlibly fees 
' J all his fprings to be in h im; and as the Hart pa"t"J 
? .after the brooks of water, hath his foul crying. On 
'J,f vvhen fhall I come and appear before him f negligence 
\j\ to be thus fitted, caufeth ignorance of thrifts Call, 
y But fecondly , Too too great aptnefs to be ealily 
t\ provoked : Some Ohriftians are fo weak, that they 
%1 will be mil forming difcontent to ihemfelves, illintet-
' preting others aftioHS, and ftraining at every Crnaf, 
i which generally comes through wcaknefs in judgmert, 

U and unaptnefs to be bufying thcmfelves witfi tneir 
high Calling, and the worth of Gods gracious pnvi-

J ledges afforded them-, by which means the inwara 
i"̂ ' man is too much raked or made raw, and lb apt to 
J fmart at every little touch-, as fpecial care tlierefore 
f muft be had in Churches, that none give juft oftence, 

il fo that none upon too light account take offence ; r 
it doth but arpue fuch Children or Babes in cnr ma it doth but argue fuch Children or 1 

a nity. and greatly rob themfelves of t " ^ " - ' i " ' " 
(^oi freftiing ftrength, that othcrwife might be tfieir pr^ 
4 fent portion, and fill their heart with ^Hq" '" ' "^ 
•J thoughts to the hindring their fpiritiial appe"^ i jo ' • 
J taking in that rich refrefhment, Chrift Jefus lablc is 

furnifht with for every prepared Gucft. . 
But Thirdly, Want of love to Jefus Chrilt, tnc nu-

// , thor of this Service • All thofc motives that provosc 
•J the heart to love Jefus Chrift. fliould be adive now; 
\ii viz. The greatncfsof his love to purchafethis Service 
d for us, with no Icfs price than his precious blood ; ttie 

/ fmalnefs of our defert to procure this ; together with 
''J the high priviledgcs it fignifies us heirs unto : Behold 
J "ifhat manner of love the Father hath hfiowed on f f f } f"'*' 
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yce JhoM be called, (or accounted) the Sons of God 
•were before "Without Chrift, &c. But now made'm 
through the blood of Chrift. How ftiould this provof^ 
our fervent love to him , to be crying out with tj,^ 
Spoufeinthe Canticles; M j beloved is fair mdrudi 
the chiefamong ten thoufand. Certainly, myfrien;^' 
were our hearts truly fpiritual, wc could not choof' 
but fee lingular defert in Jefus Chrift calling for tk 
greateft of our love, in a holy affedion to the injV 
ing of him, and making us prefer our communioH 
with him in this fervice, before all things that in thj 
world may challenge our deareft refpcd : I t mm 
peeds therefore follow, that want of love makes 
for fmali occafions to keep us from 'Chrift's Table,. \ 
fliall leave this to confideration, and pafs to the fe, 
venth Sign of a dying Chriftian. 

C H A P . V l l ; 
Shewing the great decay to Chriflianity,i»hen mindlefs ^ 

Prayer; with a plain difcovery of the Ncccfpty, Eic^ 
cellency. Lets, and Helps to Prayer, in fixteen F^r, 
ticulars, with four DireBions as to the Manner of ony, 
approaches to Gedin this feffvice, and what We are /, 
do after Prayer. *-••: • 

, . . : . S I : G N . ' v i L ' 

W He» you have nfitatly no great mind to 
Prayer. • i.A ; iuiv-,:. 

. When a chi-iftian is nriintllefs^f-this tofome, blcf, 
fed;-intimate fcrvice of Prayer , which is a drawina 
nigh to, arid talking with the great Lord God Almigh. 
ty • here is then ground enough to conclude his ftate" 
and his decay very great. Now in prayer there ic 
coinfiderabfe. ' 

f i r f i , 
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Firft, The Neceflity of Prayer. 
iSji Secondly, The Excellency of Prayer, 

'•'y Thirdly, Lets to Prayer. 
If J Fourthly, Helps to Prayer. 

{I F i r f t , The neceftity of Prayer appears from the 
F jf Command of God, iThef.S. jr Fraywithoatceafingi 
if i Col. 4. 21. Continue in prayer , and watch in the fame 
."Jjil with thanksgiving; i Phil. 4. <5. Be careful for nothing, 
i f f i but in every thing by prayer and fupplication.,• with 
iPu thansgiving, let your re<]nefts be made knoVi'» untoGod. 
•P' J .Secondly, It appears from example, i Sam. 12.23. 

God forbid that Jfiould fin in ceaftng to fray foryo-Ui 
tH'jji Pfal. 55. 27, Evening andmcming ,' and at mon wtttl 

\'u'Vray; Dan. 6. 10. Now -when Daniel k>tw that the 
f x wrttingvas figned, htVfent into his houfe, anAkp^eleO. 
I ' f ' l upon his knees, three times a day , and prayed, and gave 
] [" thanks before his God, as he did at other times • 

Thirdly, the Ncceflity appears from the importu­
nity that goeth along with prayer, Lu{e2l'44-
being in m kgony he prayed more earnefilj, Luke 6. I 2 . 
And it came to pafs in thofe dayes, that he^nt i^t^ 

J. I mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer_to 
rJ Cod : Afts 12. 5. Feter therefore was hpt «« P'^f"* 
• J but prayer was made without ceafing of the Church to 
J God for him : Luke : i . 8 , 9. I fay to you, though be 

Vfill not rife and give him, becaufe he is his friend, yet 
becaufe qf his importunity he will r.ife and give him at 
many 04 he needeth. ' • . . 

Secondly , The Excellency of Prayer, appears i l l 

Firft, It engageth Gods ftrength. 
Secondly, 11 holds with holy reverence Gods hands, 

j'li^i Thirdly, In no condition we can be barred from it . 
; For the firft , F^xod. 17. 11. And it came to pafs, 

(f ,; "^htn, Alofes held up hii hands, Jfrael prevailed; arid 
• r when 
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•when he let do'ien his hands, the Amalekites preva V j 
Joftl. 10.12, 13, 14- Then [pake Jofhua {or prayed ' 
the Lord) in the day when the Lord delivered uo the Jl 
morites before the Children of Jfrael-, and he/aid in tl 
fight of Jfrael^ Sun fiand thou ftill upon Gideon. , 
thou Moon upon the Valley of Ajalon; and the Sun n , 
flill, and the Moon fiayed until the people had avenZ j 
themfelves upon their enemies- and there was no dayfif 
[that before it, or after it, that the Lord hearkned to ^ 
prayer of a man, for the Lord fought for ifrael. ' 
. ' Secondly, Prayers Excellency appears in this 

"holds with holy reverence Gods hands, £xod. 32' 
10 11,12. And the Lord faid to Mofes, J have f^^f^ 
this pelple, and behold it is a ftiff-necked people-^ ^Voĵ  
therefore let me alone that I may deftroy them, . 
^illmakeef thee a great Nation And Mofes hefou^h, 
the Lord, fafwg. Lord, why doth thy wrath wax 
turn I pray thee and repent of ths evd agatn^ ther^ 
Numb 14. i r . 2^- Lord faid to Mofes^ j,^^ 
loni will this people provoke me and how long 
.ere they believe me ?• now therefore let mf alone that Im^^ 

'^''''•^Srdf^'Prayers Excellency appear?, in thatinno 
condition we can be barred f^om^'f > ^^«»V/ in the 
Ji.ons Den, Chap.6. Jonah in the Whales Belly, chap 
J. 2 Jhen fenah prayed to the Lord his ^'od out of the 
Jifi'is Belly, and faid, I cried by reafon of my affliUi,„ 
unto the Lord, and he heard me : out of the belly of Bell 
cried 1, andthofi heard-ft my voice : lo l aul and SiU, 
in Prifon prayed, and fang praifes to God, and the 
prifoners heard them. _ ^ 

Now we come to Lets to Prayer, ».«, what hinders 
iPraycr from prevailing with God. 

Fjrf t , prefumption in an unreverent adventurinq 
before the Lord, 2 Chron. 14 and 20.3 3. &c. For ^ 

yet 
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j/et the people had not prepared their heart mta the God 

^4. " / their Fathers, therefore thm mil 1 do unto thee O 
J Ifrael; and becanfc I Will do this ftnto thee, prepare 
J,,((' to meet thy GodO Ifrael, Amos 4.12. 

A fecond lector liinderance to Prayer is, wandring 
,^j,,itlioughts, fer. 4, 14. O ferufalem wafi thine heart 
fi^f^"^ Wickednefs, that thou maifi be faved, ho^ long 

fliall thy vamthoughts iodg within thee ? '1 herefbre take 
' no thought faymg; whatftiull we eat, or what lhail 
' S I JVC drink, or wliercwith fliiU we be cloathed ? but 
' leek ye firit the Kingdom of God, and tin righceouf-
'''iiv"tfs, and all thefe things ftiall be added unco you, 
\ ^\ ^1at.6. 3 J, 33. 
WA ^^^^^ to Prayer is bofom fin, orpleafanc 
J / delight in fome fecret lull:, Pfal. 66. 8. If Iregardini-
*' / ^Mity i f , my heart God -will mt hear me. Jofh. 7. 8,9. ^ Oy 

i / i / - ' * "^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ h^""^-. ^^"^^ 
Jif^^f''<=fi thou thus upon thy face ; Ifratl have finned, they . 
I jK'l^ave alfo tranfgrcffed my Covenant, Which I have com-
K\rnanded them • for they have tak^ n of the accurfed thing, 
iAandhave alfo flolen and dlfmbled- and they have put 
,fl*"„ "'^^ '^"^"'^^ ^^"^ ^''^^ fi>4' therefore, they could not 
• /land before their Enemies, but turned their backj. This 

•jljjood vmnfofljHa in Chap 10. 12. at another time is 
itfi'^ P'"«valent at prayei-, that the Sun and Moon fhnds 

(^ | l t i l l j yet now in his feveiith Chapter, becaufe there is 
f. f,.lomp bofom fin in the Camp, he cannot prevail till 
/iithis IS removed. 
V ^ f o u r t h lett \s, want of reconciliation to brethren, 

'1)(-^7'-5-2 3, 24. Thereforeif thoubrin(r thy (Tift to th 
^tH^^^itar and there remembreft that thy brother hath ought 
«i ^lamft thee; leave there thj gift before the Altar, and 
J-^^" ^"'^l'^ reconciled to thy brother. Mat. 6. 11. For-

[f giVCHs cur debts as We forgive our deb ten ^ but if yott 
P'>Vye not men their trefpajfes, neithtr will Jour Father 

tt\,,!J''^gtve}iejofirtrefpajfet. E' A 
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A fifth lett is defpairing doubts of being anfwer H 

^rf«r. I . 5,6. If any wan lacl^Wifdom, In him asl • 
efGod that giveth to all liberally, and npbraideth „ " 

it fliall be given hint; but let him asl^ in faith ' 
thitig doubting, for he that wavereth is U}^ ^ ivavT^ 
the fea, driven with the wind, and toffed • let not th 
mm think^he fhaU receive any thing at the hand of 2 
Lord, whatfoeveryefball asi^inmy name, believe th 
ye fhaU receive it, and ye fhall receive it, Mark 
24. 

We fhall now fpeak of Helps to Prayer; for f^-. 
fotae, I would, but I cannot pray, I want words aii 
t&ac I can do is to i igh; for a Help to this. ' 

Firft, labour to get a feeling of the neceffity 
escellency of Prayer, fo as that thy heart goeth un 
dcr a grievous burthen, becaufe thou canft not pt^l' 
fer. 3. O lord, are not thine eyes upon the truth t\ 
hap prickjn them, but they are not grieved. Here xh 
Prophet complains, that though Ifrael are ftricken* 
froitten, and aiBifted, yet they have not grieved' 
clearly implying, that a grieved. burthened ftate ' 

— ^ , 'afithybtirth 
t($sK the Lord, and he fhall fufiain thee, Pfal. y j . 2-.' 
' Secondly, flndy much how to get deep fenfe of yoy,, 

our great wants of Gods daily help-. All my fpri„^^ 
me ^^'f«^iiboHt me you can do nothing : Por in hfr 
'^•e live, move, and have our being. Afts 17. 27, _ 

Thirdly , Confider God hath provided no way fo^ 
you to acquaint him with your wants, but prayer, 
i f you cannot pray, bow tvijl you inake your want. 

/ 
A 

(; 
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A 
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fenown to God, PhlL 4-^. In every thing by grayer 
fipplieation mth thanksgiving, lerpUr requefls be madt 

I ' 
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I A»orvn mtoGod, 2 Chron- 2€. Vt^^a fought Godin the 

.dayes of Ejjra, and as long as he fought the Lord, God 
'^.^made him to proffer : Call upon me in the day of trouble, 
•Mand iTvili deliver thee, and thou fi/alt glorifie P^llt 
//;So. 15. Hof. 5.15. 
/ ] Fourthly, Confider that all your outward mercies 

become blefiingsthtoi.ghPrayer, iTim.^- 5,6- For 
ffY-Very creature of God is ^ood, if it be received with thank^' 

giving^ for it is fanEli'fiedby the fvordof God and Pray 
}Wer:Give us this day our daily bread; fVhen fefus had 

i^ade the multitude fit down on the ground, he looked 
[is^'fp to heaven, and gave thankj i or faid grace, as tlic 

old tranfJations read it. . ... 
Ffthly. Confider what a miferable condition wil l 

M yours be, i f call into the Lions Den, Whales Belly, or 
gof'Stocks, if you cannot pray : They poured out thetrfup-
pO^ 'plications when thy chafining was upon them. 
rK'f' Sixthly, intreat Jefus Chrift to teach you to pray, 
W\Luke 11. I . And it came to pap, as he Was praying tn 
W.^ certain place, when he ceafed, one of his Difdplc^/"^^ 

• r mtohim, Lord,teachustopray, as John alfo taught hts 
i "1 W"ples : as the Lord commands us to do, fo he malt 
[O'̂  help ustoPray£^^;(.. 36. 37, , 
.if But I fhall clofe this with a brief Caution about tlic 
|if[J{sraftical part of Prayer, befecching you that you 

would labour with all your might, after thefc few 
I, ff. things. 
^f' Firft, Get your hearts poffeft wit a reverent cftima-
J.'(t;Onof the great and gracious priviledge of Prayer. 
V that fuch a great Lord God Almighty, King of Kings,. 
^ f . Maker of heaven and earth, ftiould admit fuch a crecp-
y. >ngwormas the^ and roc -, and lefs than this, fuch a 
,fj) J P?"ii:ed and undone mifernble creature to appro;>.ch fo 
y '-'gh fuch a Glorious prefence, think Hill oh what a 
( J favour is this, 
y , E 2 Secondly, 
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. Secondly, Never be rafli in adventuring into fn L 

GSorious prcfence in the ad of Prayer , delibcra?^ 
ponder, recall, and recoiled thy felf before thou ' 
down toihy knees, whither, and why, and before vi^'^ 
a great Majefty thou art now going to plead for 
Me, and the life of thy Relations, and above all r 
ih€ fouls o fa l l , that they may not everlaftingly 
(Tarry. Who will fuJfer the Chyrurgion to cut off i 
•snnwithout great deliberation; fhall we be lefs co"̂  
'tcrneil to spproacli the Prefcnce ofGod\ Q Chrifiig 
give your fclves not only time for the Duty, but alf' 
time t9 pre pare for the Duty , Call home your 
dfing thoughts, fct thy heart in order for thy duty b!' 
fore thou fall upon thy duty, by fuch means you Q,",, 
oot onely pray but prevail. '" 

Thirdly, Pray without ceafing, that is, get into t|, 
habit of prayer, be alwayesin a praying frame, . . J 
at work, pray at meat, pray when thou walkeft by th 
way, (ruing by the fire pray it gomgto bed, and ' 
up rifing in the morning i alwnyes, and in 3, 
things prayer is one ot Gods great lights in ti, ' 
World, which he espeds his Children fhould keep^^ 
waycs burning, unto which great light let me befecdj 
you watch every opportunity to add the oyl ofrcaj 
inc this will make it burn much clearer it 13 u^do^b '̂ 
edlyone great preparative to folemn family, and do 
fet prayer, that we firft read fome blefted portion of 

- b'^ly .* ĉ>ipture, ever remembring thatgood fayinn^f 
•yyai'-uk Pfalm i 19 i c j . Thy word ts a lamp unto r, 
feet and a light mto my path. 
^ Fourxhiv and laftly, when you rife from your knee, 
attdccafe the ad of prayer, then humbly in faith ex! 
peA and wait for the retnryi of prayer; do not in a fof 

^mal manner run over a formal prayer remembrinn 
vshit you have prayed for no longer than while in thj 

fetvice. 
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}f|''rervice ; It is good for a ma» both,to hope and alfo<jmetly 
./'wait for Gods falvation; many it is certainly evident roils 

Pjjjilî thc end of their prayers, becaufe thvy do not hope and 
. (l̂ 'ivait with inward thirft for a retUrn. Bavid wa s much 

' [(({Jof a contrary frame, Mj foul waiteth for the Lord more 
.1^^'than they that watch for the morning, I fay mere than 
Lf^fhey that watch for the morning. Let US be at no reli 
y i fho r t of this frame, P/<zi?. 13 0. <J. 
; / 
J l* C H A P . V T I I . ,f . 
S Shewing the great Decay to Chrifiianity, when'mindlcjt 

^ to reading la the holy Scriptures ; with f x Calamittcs 
%i very obfervMe , which Scripture ignorance brings x 

mewing alfo the blcffed priviledges of thofe that have 
. y the Scripture , with a confutation of that Jtheijttcal 

f. flylethat the people called ^akerss put upon them.f , 
- _ •'• • • 

> S I G N V I I I . 
JjfttiT T | J Hen reading the holy Scriptures fs more 
i f ( J , V V hurthenfome than df^TfJ^tful. 
'jjHilWhen Ifrael was pleafed to choofe them a King, 
j'lS i'God is pleafed to fet him his work, left they lofe their 

t'end, and God lofe his honour. 
,C ^tr- f^^ll come to pafs , when he /ball f t upon the 
Jf^hrone of his Kingdom, that he fhall write him a Copy of 
( fGods Law in a Book, and it fhsUl be with him, and he 
• read therein all the dayes of his life, that he may 
yjf^arn to fear the Lord his God, that his heart be nU lifted 

above his brethren. In like manner when Jofhua 
/enters upon the Government, he hath this charge from 
> o d , that the Book of the Law fliould not depart 

you t of his mouth , but he mnft meditate therein day 
' (li'̂ nd night that he might obferve to do according to 
^jiii|^'l that's written, then (hould he make his way profpe-
(iftous, and have good fuccefs. And when King David 

i i • declare 
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declares who is the blefled man. He is one that delipK 
in the Law of the Lord, making it his meditation d ' 
tnd night. This premifed, difcovers moft prcci J' 
worth attainable through Scripture reading, ^j^^^} 
need were might call for a multitude more witnelT 
both from Scripture and Experience : But it being 
fo much my proper work to afTcrt Scripture Excelje^' 
cy; as to fhew and prove that Chriftian to be dv 
"to Chrift, that is not delightful ly taken up with re 
ing Gods Word, I fhall therefore proceed in a pij 
method. 

Thus, where delight to reading grows low , tj^, 
negligence to reading muft needs grow high', th! 
decay grows great, and fuch muft decline in their r •' 
ritual cftate, this negligence bringing with it tnn^: 

there 

ignorance, and fo covers the eyes and hearts offyJ 
as with a veil, fo as that they cannot fo fee as tl 
fpiritual growing man fees, Gods P.-ecepts how t[,'"^ 
command hitn, GodsPromsfes how they uphold h; J 
Gods threatnings f.. . awfully they perfwade h j ' 
the Scripture bring his Treafury or Storehoufe, ' 
whence he is made able through the fpirits h'dp. 
withftand the fiery darts of the wicked one, f a L ^ 
after Chrift Jefus his Captai|i, thus and t/m it is j ^ ^ - ^ 
te». It is evident to the meaneft capacity, that do ,̂ 
but confider, how great incapacity all fuch muft need 
be i n , to underftand and refift the manifold femptg 
tions and wiles of the evil one, except they be vjJ, 
jscquainted with Gods holy Word, that hath m it j^, 
fnourfor the whole man, with directions how topuf 
it on ; Ignorance therefore here muft make fore defo 
iation; and bring as I humbly conceive upon perfons' 
thefe fix Calamities. ' 

Firft, It makes yon in a wddernefs when ficknef 
«nd affliftion comes, becaufe you will not know hot̂  

..•ii/i 

(• 4' 
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i f and why they come. Sicknefs and AfHidion are of two 
^ wJ f̂orts inward and outward ; inward are fuch as feixe 

Jupon the mind, as a judgment caufed by the perlons 
^^ji'^upon whom they come, 7/^.(5,9,10. AndkJittd, ga 
( f j a i d tell this people,, hear ye indeed hut mdcrftandnot ; 
"P^f fee ye indied,ht perceive not, make the heart of this peo^ 
A^' f^nat, andma\e their ears heavy, andJhitt thctr eyes, 
r^flefi they fee rvith their eyds, and bear with their e(trt, and 
/uimderlfand r»ith their heart, and convert and be healed.. 
J '"jl So Rom. 1.21.28 Becaitfe that when they knew God, they 
l i glorified him not as God, neither were they f ^ f k f a i , ^"f 
'l^ became vain in their imaginations, and their foodfij heart 

wasdarkned : And even as they did not Ukf to retain 
\V*Y God inthirkno-^ledge, God gave them over toarcfro-
m bate mind, to do thofe things which are not conveniem, 
\ i For this can fe God fiallfend them firong delf on. tm 
' f J they fijoHld believe a lie , that they all might be dam^ 
f,ii who believed not the truth, but had pleafure in unrighte^ 
7,/!* "eiicveanot tne truth, tfUt naaytc^j'^" « _ 

oujnefs. Now fuch fore judgments as thefe are come 
U upon and procured by many, who turn the grace 01 

iP'J God into wantonnefs, profefling to be moft fpinw^*'' 
hve as the alraoft moft carnal, little minding (becauie 

'"' l* greatly ignorant) of thofe fpiritual caufcs they may 
" J run into, to the bringing upon themfelvcs fuch ipi".-

tual judgments or fickneffes and aftlidions as thele. 
And indeed how comes it to pafs, that fuch afHi«i-

' ' ons arc not feared, before they come to theprovoK-

I. 

"lis die not rearea, oeiore lueycomcLv t...-!"--
ing fuch to walk fo as they may prevent their coming, 

. but ignorance of the Scripture? they not converlipg 
y ' ^^^^^ with them . to the well informing themfelves, uiicii wicn tnem, to tne well intorming uieuu^'--> 

what judgments may come on their minds, and what 
.- are the Canfes God affigns of their coming , fo as to 
l y be in trembling and dread continually, to the keeping 
J' themfclves out of that channel, where fuch bitter wa-

i ters run. 
E 4 Again, 
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Agiin, there are outward fickncffesand affli,^ * 

and they are fuch as thefe, DeM. 28, 58 ?o T ' ^ ' ' ^ 
thou wUt not obferve to do all the words of this £a °' A 
are written in this Bsok^- that thoumaij} fear th^^/ 
MS and fearful Name, the Lord thy God • Then th r ' 
will make thy plagues wonderful, and thep'agJ!orV 
feed, even great plagues, and of long cmins,ance P 
Jickyiejfesandoflong continuance : Moreover he wilh-
upon thee all the difeafes of Egypt , which thou waT^ 
fraid of, and thry fhall cleave unto thee. Lcvit.26 \ J 
Ifyelhalldefpife my fiatutes, and If your foul fhall l ^ f ' 
jny judgments, that you will not do them, but that 
break.my Covenant /a l fo w'ill do this to you, / yvli"^ 
ven appoint over yott Terror^ Confumption anA tl 1 
tng Ague, that fhall Confume their eyes, andcaufef 
ef heart and ye fhall fow yoar f-ed in vai?j^ fg^ yo^^^p 
ntmies fhall eat it. But I fliail /peak fully'co the C 
fes of Afflift ion in the twenty fecond Sign.^ and th 
fore proceed no farther here, but come to thefe 
Calamity, that Scripture ignorance brings. ^"'^ 

Secondly, that your uneven walking With God m 
bring upon your felves death before its'time, j - ^ ^ 
Particular is proved thus,- Long life proniifed to cl'! 
obedient, Exod. 2Q. 12. Honour thy Father and th 
•Jdother, that thy dayes may be long in the land, y^l,^^ . 
the Lord thy God giveth thee. Alfo Deur. 32,46 f ^ 
Set your hearts to all the words which I tejiife am mrr t 
ihifday, and command them your Children ; for ifi^"'^ 

, in vain, becaufc that'through this thing, (mark thaA 
ye fhall prolong your dayes in the land, whither je go over ' 
into fvrdanto pcjflfs «f. This isalfo proy.-d by checon 
trary, which comes lipon the difobedient, Deut.ii 
16,17. Takf^ heed to your felves, that your heart he not 

' Aeciived, and ye turn Jftde and ferve other Gods ani 
then the Lords wrath be kindled againj you, md ye p^-

rifh 
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^Ipfrijh ^uic^y from 0^ the good land, which the Lord giveth 
J Ecclef.. 8.13. But it fhall not be well with the wick::' 
I •> neither fhall he prolong his dayes, which are as a fha-
)}^l^'dow, becaufe he feareth not before God. So Chap. 7.17. 
l'^ ,^\Be not over niHch SX'icked, neither be thoH fpolifh, Why 
'Ll\JbouldeJ} thou die before thy time ? 
/ ' ^ Thirdly, by means of Scripture Jgnorance you can-
/ ' ' ) ^^"'^ things you want for foul 

' j , / ''̂ ^dy., that is, you will not know where to be ab-
/ , po'itivein your asking, and where to be fub-r 

zip'' , • • J J '—D> "" — 
j f i millive and conditional in your asking: Now the >crip-
1# J!̂ '''̂  S 'v« diredions as to the putting up petitir 

' ,|/ God. and men may eafily erre by not obferving t 
,„ . — „„.y eafily erre by not"obferving them, 

* Ccn.^ 1.26. And he faid (to wit the Angel) Let me go for 
j J the day breaketh •, and he anfwered , (to wit Jacob) / 
^jf will not let thee go, except thou blefs me. SoExod. 32. 
''if/c\}' ^ berefore fhould the Egyptians fay •, for mifchief 
lls'f did he bring them out to flay them in the Mountains, 
^jlF and to conffime them from the face of the earth; Turn 
liJff' from thy fierce rvrath, and repent of this evil againfl thy 

people So Ads 12, 5. Peter therefore was kspt in prifon, 
m but prayer \\>as made without ceaftng unto God for him. 
, ] By thcfe Scriptures We may obferve, that to be 
•'^f conditional or indifferent in our asking, when God 
j t may be difhonoured by denying, is not good; therc-

If fore in this cafe , may a man coming in Gods way, 
^0 be bold to ask pardon of his fins, peac; to his confci-

f"'̂ *̂ ^ power over his corruptions without condition : 
A' in fuch cafe, gracious and humble refolutions to have 
J no deni i l , greatly liked God, and fuits with his wil l , 
tfi ^(^ <52 6,7. I have fet watchmen upon thy walls, O 
f ). I'f^f^l^nt, which fliall never hold their peace day nor 
'4'^ K^^/jf ^ ynu that make mention of the Lord, keep not ftlence 
ill till he cffab/iflj and make Jerufa'cm a praife in the earth. 
y But obferve, in all cafes Petitions putting up, mufl not 

if'i thus 
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thus be framed, ASs 21,14. And when he would »ot / 
per/waded, we ceafed Jajing, the will of the JCQ^^ J 
done. So Rom. 1.9, 10 For God if mj '^itnefs^y^i^ 
J ferve with my fpirit in the G of pel of his Son^ that Vb/'f* 
out ccaftng / mak^e mention always s of you in mypr,„ 
making rei^uej}, if by any means I might no'Af at lenl'i 
have a profperous journey, by the Will of God, (mark thg s 
to come to JOH. So J im 4.15. For that ye ought to fay, if ./ 
Lord will. Vac {hall live and do this or that: [ fh tH' jg^ 
this CO confideration,and proceed to the 4*Cifnmicv^^ 

Fourthly, Negligence to Reading will mike you i„ 
norant wherein you may prevent the prcfence 
comforts of Gods holy fp in t ; that is, that God ,nj 
cither take away his Spirit from ftriving with you, 
you away from his Spirit, My fpirit jh.dl not al^L^ 
Jhive, Gen. 6.5. i Sam. 16. 14. But the fpirit of th 
LoW departed from Saul, and an evil fpirit from 
Lirdtroubled him. Pfal. J I . 7- »ot thy Ivly fp;f-^ 
from me. Neh. 9 30 Yet many years didli thou foy 
hear them, ani teflifiedfi againft them by thy fpi^i^ 
thy Prophets, yet would they mt give ear ; Therefore 
gaveft thou them into the hands of the people of the Land-
But they rebelled and vexed his holy fpirit; therefefg 
was he turned to be their enemy, ,and fought agdtnfi / 
By thefe Scrij)tures we may fee. that the holy Spirit; 
comp.wy may be put away from us through ungraci. 
ous walking. 

Fifthly, Negligence in Scripture will make you jg, 
norant, that there is a Legion of evil Angels waiting 
hourly to take advantage agdnft you; no fooner in" 
the Text but now.mentioned, had the good Spirit lef̂  
Saul, but an evil Spirit comds uponhun, 2 i8_ 
19, 20,21. the Lord faid whofhalL intice Ahub ? 
prefently there came out a Spirit and faid, I wiUimict 
him, and he a lying Spirit in the mouth of all his Ppphets 

Job. 
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Job. I . 6. There rvasa dajyvhcn the Sons of Goicatne 

Ji to pre/ent themfehes before the Lord, a»d Satan came 
alfo among them ; and fo foon as fojhua ufiandingbe-

[ fore the Angel of God, Satan is get at his right hand to 
reftjlhim. Now ignorance that there is a Legion, ot 

V ^^^^ many evil Spirits waiting all advantages andop-
portunities to do us hurt, occaiions many to be fccurc 

i j / where and when they have no caufe, and fo theic 
l ^ j feet come to be infnared in by-paths to their fliame, 

and forrow; Ictus therefore be foftudious in Scrip-
' UJ* tute, as to fay in truth with the holy Apodle, % Cor. 
'^J 2. 10,11. To whom ye jor q^ive any thing, J forgive al-
y A i<:ft SatanJhoHld get an advaritage of HS , for we are 
" j / ignorant of his devices. : Clearly noting, how carc-
t i ful this good man was to keep the tempter at greatelt 
' ;/> diftance, while perfons are not fenfible that they are 
'.J continually attended with wicked Spirits, thatfeekto 
j j enfnarc them, by drawing them afide from God, they 

jjj^l fhall be the oftner captivated, and fo in their fpiritual 
cftate in great danger to be fp'oiled •, when the uncleart 

Iff Spirit is gone out of a man, hewalketh through drie pl^-
'filf ces, feekingrefi, andfindeth none ; then he returns (o his 

1} houfe to r heart] from whence he came out, and finding 
'M It empty, fimpt, that is, deftitute of the good Spines 
J compiny, thengoethhe and takes with him f ven more 
J -wicked Spirits than himfelf, and enters a»<i dwells 

there. Mat. 12.43,44. Hence it is clear that evil Sw-
ritsboth wait advantages, and take them where they 

4 ftiitable fubjeas to be gaining upon. But I pafs 
/ this, and come to the laft Calamity which negligence 
4, brings. 
/ Sj^f'^'y, It makes you ignorant that you may hjn-
/ der Gods holy Spirit from working any cffcdlual ppod 
/ upon you, T'his may poffily feem ftrange to fome, 

that the goodpurpofes of Gods good Spirit upon any 
may 
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may be by_ them hindered; but i f i t be confid 
well, it need not beftf-ange, for i f the working* of L 
holy Spirit were unrefiitable, then êw i f any CQUU^L'̂  
ungodly ; «t ftrove much with the old World, anj 
they were not worthy to be faved from the DeluJ^^ 
and driving need not be where there can be no refa' 
ing. Again the holy Spirit was much grieved w C 
//mAftiibbornnes, tcftifying againft them manyyear 
Nek 9- yet would they not give year; how couM^ 
be faid the Spirit grieved at their withftanding, i f ^ j^^ ' ^ 
could not withftand ? turn ye at my reproof, md I y^X 
pour out my Spirit upon you, and make k.norvn ^ 
words unto you , but je have fct at nought all my co^,^ 
fe/, and would none of my reproof : In all their affii^f^f 
he was affiiaed, and the An^el of his prefnce faved the,!! 
but they rebelled and vexed his holy Spirit- theref' 
C mark that) he was turned to be their enemy. Nowip 
the workings and ftrivings of the holy Spirit, 
unrefiftable, certainly Ifrael with whom it fb firo^; 
being fo bemoaned of God for their rebellion, nei! 
thcr could nor would have fo witnftood him. /y^^ 
fhdliJgive thee upO Ephraim ? HOT^ fhM I dehver th,, 
O Jfrael? how fl^all 1 make thee as AdmaorZehoim ? 
mi heart is hot within me, piy repenttngs are kindled to^ri 
ther • Would it not be blafphemyto fay that Gods 
thus bemoaning w.as not real? it is altogether certain 
that the very heart of Godis fet outm thefe expref' 

^^Biit before I conclude this Sign, I fhall, God aftift. 
•ing take liberty to fpenk a httle tothc bleffed privi. 
ledle of fuch as have the Holy Scripture, and ĥ nv 
cood it is they knew the worth of this Priviledge. 
for a Jewel is not valued by the ignorant at its worth 
though there be great and real worth in the Scrip! 
tures.yet to the depraved uaderftandmg they arc veil­

ed: 
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i/i>ed : And what Nation is fo great ( f t i th good/Wb/fJ') 
tk that hath Statutes and Judgments fo righteous as all 

7 this Law which I fee before you this day. ' I he holy 
" Scriptures, faith a good man, are the Inditement ot 

he Holy Ghoft, full of infinite wifdom and eloquence, 
j'y containing in them the very heart of God; They are 
n the Saints Counfellors and Comforters in the Houlc 

of their Pilgrimage : Therefore it is not only our 
^ duty to read them, but our great Privilcdge and un-

ipeakable haftinefs that we have them to read. Betttr 
'Jl faith one want the Light oi ihc Sun than the light oi 
1, xhsholy Scriptures. Whoever told the world that our 

Lord fefus Chrifi died for fimcrs, yea the worlt ot 
ungodly ones but the Scriptures, It is not that lome 

1J fondly fancy of a light within, that ever did or could 
fi lead, to the certain belief, that there was one Jclus or 
• j Nazareth, a man approved of God , mighty in worn 
*3 and deed, taken by wicked hands and flam, or maue 
^\ an offering for lin. The Lord hath laid upon hm the 
, J iniqpiitj of us all. As one worthily hath fad you tiave 

in the Scripture matter for every condition; ttiere is 
iiealing for the wounded, wifdom for the fo^ ' " " • 

\ llrength for the weak, fight for the blind, feet tor t i c 

lame, yea help in all conditions for the help'e".. » 
^ a word , there is Phyfick to be had for the difeafed 

foul, and a Cordial for the fainting foul 
Law been my Counfellor, I had then^ perijbed tn myafflt-
^ion, hdsfo fweet are thy words to my tafie , yea jmeter 
than honey tvmy fnouth, more to be de fired are they than 
gold, yea than much fine gold. Moreover by them ts thy 
fervant Warned, and in keeping thereof is great reward^ 
I"'fa. 19. lo . 119. 72. 103. Now this will molt evi­
dently appear to be a bleffed priviledge, if we do buc 
vonfider the confequence of Scripture Ignorance; My 
pt'op/e are defiroyed for want of knowledge; j/eerre ( f ^ "" 
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our Lord Jefus) mt knowing the Scriptures 7, 
fiandefi thou what thou readefi. Search the Scr' " 
for in them ye think to have eternal/ifc^ tndthejar^i' 
that tefiifie of me. And he opened their underftand '"J' 
that they might underRand the Scriptures, We 1 ^ ' 
ablcfTedSiory in the i i . o f Ms 24 28. 'o(a cer?!*' 
JewTnamed Jpo/los, born at Alexandria, an eloo 
min and mighty in the Scriptures , for he miph'̂ ?^ 
convinced the Jews, and that pubhckly flicwinp^i^ 
the Scriptures, that Jefus was the Chrift j fo that 
holy Apoftle St. Paul laith. for whatfoever things w 
Wri ten aforetimes were written for our learning 
we through patience and comfort of the ScHpt 
might have hope. The Ijke Teftimony we have in 70^ 
mothy, the fecond Epiftle, and the third Chapter. atJi 
the I d and the 17 verfes : All Scripture is nivcn hv^t. 
infpiration of God , and is profitable for dodrine 
for reproof, for correftion, for inftrnaionin riphte' 
oufnefs: Wherefore is the Scripture thus given, (n ^1 
i t warily) to this greac end, that the man of (^oJ 
may be perfed, throughly fumiflied unto all OQ^J 
Works. This efteem had good fob, and good ^^y-, 
of the Scriptures, they were more to them than thê r 
neceffiry food yea, than thoufands of gold and fii^^ 
therdort blejfed IS he that re«3eth and underftandeth' 
the layings of this blejfed book. How may thislharpb 
rebuke that Atheiftical Spirit rifen m our dayes, thac 
puts fuch an undervaluing ftyle upon the kly ScrL 
tures, calling upon perfons to go to the light within 
for life, and telling them he is not here (meaning " 
the Scriptures) but is rifen, that's .s dead letter, thus 
undermining or pouring contempt upon the higheft 
Mlefi'^ and Priviiedge thac ever the world had on 
this iide the Lord of Life. But at the fame time put 
a high value upon their own Athdftical Pamphlets.. 

Do 
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il> Do but read the Titles they give the one and the Title 
J they give the other-, what is the Holy Scripture, a 
j / A D E A D L E T T E R , that is its nartic; A three 
y and fixpenny piece : What are their Pamphlets names, 
Jl L O V E T O T H E L O S T , or a hand held forth 
1̂1 to the helplefs. The Ancim of dayes is come. Th 
ĵl) meafurir^ Reed of the Lord : The Morning watch t 

'J Se-ven Thunders tttterifig their voices : A Mfffttgefent 
J f^rth from the rifen feed if God : The neW Creation 
A hrofight forth: Beams of eternal brightnefs : TheTrum-
' j( ftt of the Lord founding forth: The Brafn Serpent lifted 
'j Sip : A Salutation from the breathings of life •. A ten-
U dcr Vifitation of the Fathers love to all the eleft Chi -
y dren : A true light fliining in England : The everlali-
y ing Rule born witncfs unto : The Banner of love: The 

( fcactered Sheep fought after : Joyful tydings to tlie 
VJ begotten of God in all ; The everlaaing Gofpej ot Kc-

pcntance and remiflion of fins held forth; A dorc o-
V pencd to the imprifoned feed in the Wor ld ; Agenc-

% ral Epiltle to the AiTembly of the Firft born; 1 " ^ 
p true and everlafting Rule,&c. 

^ C H A P IX-
l^j Shewing that an itchinfr ear in'chrijlians after Novelties, 
'̂ rf ^ifpeaks them decaying togodlinefs; with four Jleme-
5 "^ '^ '^ 
\i S I G N I X . 
J . \ X 7 Hen you are mighty inqniftti've after 
)\ V V Novelties, or neve things, rather than 
(•ij TcholfomeDo£trine. ' ' ' ' 
f \ Tliis Sign is too too common amongft ProfefTors, 
' and commonly arifeth from fomc diflike that they 

sake, becaufc things go not juft as they will have 
li'i them , after the light of their own eyes, futh may 
[if,/ know. 


