$igns of a Dying or Decaying Chriftian. 6¥
Do but read the Titles they give the one and the Title
i they give the other ; what 1s the Holy Scripture, 2
d A DEAD LETT ER, that is its name; A three
and fixpenny piece : What are their Pampblets names,
y LOVE TO THE LOST, or ahand held forth
) to the belplefs. The Ancient of dayes is come. The
meafuring Reed of the Lord : The Morning watchs
il Seven Thundevs wirering their vaices A Mef[age [ent
i forth from the rifen feed of God: The new Creation
| Srought forth : Beams of cternal brightnefs T he Trum-
| pet of the Lord founding forth « The Brafen Serpesnt lifted
?1‘ #p & /1 Salutation {rom the breathings of life = A tefi-
Ig“ der Vifitation of the Fathers lovero allthe elect Chil-
7 dren : A true light fhining in England The everlall-
| ing Rule born witnefs unto : The Banner of love : The
.r,‘ fcactered Sheep fought after : Joyful tydings © the
bd begotten of Godinall ; The everlafting Gofpel of Re=
il Pentance and remiflion of fins held forth ; 4 dore 0~ |
4l pened to the imprifoned feedin the World ; A gene-
| ral Epiftle to the Affembly of the Firft born; The
;}0 true and everlafting Rule, &c.

‘5‘; ; i ST Sty
!M Shewing that anitching ear in Chriftians after N oveltics,
; Jﬂ ﬁ‘:fpml’\‘ them decajing to godlinqﬁ; with four Reme=
W dies againf? it.
5 / Hen Jyomn are might] inq:tijitiile aftﬂ'
y' Nom’/tie;) or new tbz’ng;, rather thar
}

t

8 wholflome Doitrine, ‘
. This Sign is too too common amongft Profeflors,
and commonly arifeth from fome diflike that they
take, becaufe things go not jult as they will have
#l them , after che light of their own eyes , fuch may
Raes ; Know,




62 Sigﬂf de Djiﬂg or _Deca}/i”g‘ C’””ﬁia;,. :
know themfelves, or atleaft be known by thejy : .
ftabiliy or running from one thing to anather as‘ln'
lomon faith , given to change, no longer Conten. o
than while they are profecutng fome norion"orfmbte
‘that hath in ic. the face of new, and if with thej, n:r‘
tio:i they prove to be accepted, thén perhaps Quieted [
for a while, tili fome other new conceit take th, ed
but if not accepted ; then they {well fo big, thy, o
bounds of the Churchare too firait to hold them, 4.
fure from hence hath rifen the multitude of di"idinn
in opinion , that now areon foot in. our Land,
growing confidently conceited that they are j, th[']
right, and po reafon fhall fway them; bucif thei, [
offer be reje&ed, then prefently th.ey make a rfhifn:r'
and fo ftriving to get a party, Cfyingout of greae ;2
juftice, as chough truth were onely in them, and Wi(hp
itood becaufe their Notion is withftood. A"‘th’i;
while the great end of Church being, and Ordin&nces
ap, ointhg (to witedification) not {0 much as though,
of, but forgetring that bleffed rule of Chiift Tefig Bep
followers (who became all things to all men thar ¢hg
might gain the more) drive on furioufly ; and conig |
what will come in the iffue, all molt prefently pe <
they fee,or elfe they will be gone; whereas God kngy,, |
if they were narrowly looked into, they would b |
found of the fimple that are apt to _beheyc EVEry worg
while the prudentlooks well to his goings, not hatig
to receive, nor hafiy to torgo what he hach alteady
recewved, \ |
By this I would not be underftood to palliate én
wlio count others giddy-headed for leaving .an old
Romifh form, whenby God they are otheiwife Dot
fw.ded, light breaking in, and. cruth being made pq.
nifeft. but racher indeed would by this give fiich o
undcrhand, that the drifc of whatls bere pointed at, ‘

" hath




o Signsof a Dying or Decaying Chriftian.. 63
@ hath refpedt to fuch asina right conftituted Churclt
cannot be contented ; not in the lealt encouraging a-
ny others to be contented with falfe fertlement, 1gno-
rantly concluding, thatif they change, it will be to
.fomething new and not trne. Men may change, but
t muft be for the better , yet how apt are perfons o
be affelted with changes, that they will change though
It be for the worlt : At fuch fort of people my drift is, it
ibeing an evil thiac the Scripture is not wanting to tell
#ils of, Exed. 32.in the beginning, while Mofes is but
dabfent for awhile from Ifracl, they cry to Aaronto make
em new Gods, faying, thar thefe bethy Gods O Jfracl 3
n like manner, asyou mayread in N#mb. 11.6.com=
Pared with 2. 5. Gods own appointment that once
Was welcome to them, now they loathit, while it re-
Mmains the fame from Gods own continued inftitution;
jAyet they were aweary of it, calling ic light bread s
J'An unfetcled people taken with new things becfe
icw, and a weary of this though true bread. The Au=
thor to the Hebrews, chap. 13. 8,9 feemstorebuke
.fuch afpiricas this, Pefus Chrift, the fame yefterday, t0
! ‘d"'] s “”dfaf ever s Be not carried away with divers an
f] range Dottrines = clearly noting, cthit they were rea=
kdy to bearken afrer fomething or other that would
;p%have tended to their fubverting, 7%hat we henceforth
I ‘lte‘no more Children toffed too and fro, and carried abost
(4?“’“,’ every wind of detrine, (note that) by the flight G_f,
J:J”’E” > and cunning craftinefs | wherchy they lie ‘in wait
!

~
)

bodeceive; fut growing up into bimin all things, which
5 the bead even Chrift. ~ All which premifed befpeaks
) P{ofeﬂ‘ors care (o be how they may (tand wnmoveable,
':b‘dmga and abounding in the Way of the Lord, and not
2 ¢ foon moved in their minds from their ftanding,

i l';,a“fe of fome new fpiric that fesms to proffer it
ACH,
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64 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriflig,,
As a help therefore againft this decay, 1 Woy
humbly offer three or four direGions, and fo coﬂch?d
this Sign. ‘. ¢
That you would pray often for Gods leading bet
you take uponhis Profeflion ; Religionis a h oIy tye te
Land-mark,a fetting bounds to amans wayes, fquae -
them by, and ordering them according to the Writy 8
Word of God : Take away the Scriptures | ang yen
take away Religions vifible Rule : When the quou
ftion was propounded by what means may 5 5 :~
man cleanfe his way, it was anfwered in the fﬂmg
fpirit | By taking heed thereto according tq tl;e
Word. Asmany as walk according to this Rule R y i
be on them : It is a blefled Antidote againg thce %ﬁ
fpiric of diftration that attends many in b at v

: SLE - eing fo
curious and inquifitive after Novelties (thap the :ﬁ
"
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S =

yun hither and' thither like Noahs Dove, reftin
where) to pray often that God would fettle ang ﬁl:‘o

-

blith them inbis truch ; when God lgads the Soy B gﬁd
ter himfelf, he openeth the wrderffanding, and Lreatey. ‘M
the defire after the good things to come, ang k6l
leffens the defire afcer thofe fading good things Pfefems
chat our hearts may be (tablifbed with grace, ang b
with meat, thatis, with the valuable worth of y
durable , and not to be taken up with what at jg
ftate is altogether wvanity. .O Chriftians | be ofte f
therefore upon your knees with God, that he woylq or

der your {teps according to bis word ;' make goodl

David your Pattern for this, Pfal. 119°34. Gigy,, W
senderfFanding, and Iball keep thy Law; yea, I fya0 A

ferve it with my whole heart.

2. As well Bear and duly confider whar can pe i
againft what you are about to receive, as what ey g
faid forit.  This will but tend to your ‘ﬂ,r‘fngtheni‘n
i whae is truth : Our Age 1s an 1nquifitiye Age
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Signs of a Dyiyg or Decaying Chriftian. €5
many run to and fro; that knowledge.is encrealt and
in the mouth of ‘Babes : God doth ‘grdain praife;
therefore the World is now nearer to its end, andSas
thans malice growing more &s his time groweth fhorter;

i 1o that now he doth transfortn himfelf into an-Apgel
it of light, and hach his Agents at work, to caufe, if pofe
fible, many perfons: to ftumble and fall by being to0
| fodainly taken with what comes in their way, thatis,
Meither duely weighing for nor pgaintt 5 like our Pro-
verb, Early ripe, and early rotten, thatis; taken witha
new thing, becaufe new, without pondering how far
true; if a man fall in'truths way, and clofe there, it
oth not commend! the noblenefs of his wifdom ,
though truth bé taken, if he fell 'in with it upon 100
agnoble tearms, - What makes fo manyin our dayes
@iulfil the Apoftles words, Gal.i1,6.:d marvel that Jo%
are fo foon removed from him thab. cilled Jou into’ the
Lrace of Chrift to anothier Gofpel " What is the mnttcr?
Did younot fully confider wﬁat a valuable truth you
sat firlt made your choice? When any one heareth the
§i word of the Kingdoth, and undeyftandeth it nots that
¥sin the extent, orto its worth, feeth not that Jewe
01t that would make any finner fe all for its price:;
:‘fuch are quickly offended, and fo foon tumed_a“dc;
_an.d yet atthe ficft heard the word, and with joy: re-
cewved it ; but rain defcended, floods came, and the ’
ad; Winds of perfecution blew upon them, fo thatby and
0" by, or in a fhort fpice they are offended , and turn
gt afide : Now the Spirits counfel is exprefs that we prove
all'things , and then hold fuft that which is good, He
that goesto build, and confiders noc the coft, whether
‘be have fufficient to finith,; may meet with that Gofpel
iI’fOYe.rb : This man began to build, but wasnot able
10 finith ;" this ‘makes fo many too early efpoufed ina
Mitriage tye varn extravagant ; they confider notthe
: ' Fod charge
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86 Signs of 4 Dying or Decaying Cbriﬁli‘dn. .
charge of a Family, the lofs of children, the con
Geknefle, thethoufands of neceflities that a domefj,

flace wounld call for beyond a fingle life : Thys the

den srows too heavy, being not from forewgpy,; |f
?::C’ﬁf(ﬁ'd, whill he that tried all things confj de?@d ‘;ﬂj
the colt, counted up beforchand what hath hapneq p, ﬁﬂ;,
made it his free choice, takes up his crofs, like ; [

good Mother quickly reconciled with a morning fm

from her dear Bll;e’m a fufficient compenfation for
ights toyl.
{he;:aﬂﬂl: %atﬁflﬂy[hataYPu be alblc&t?) warrant eyey
«anle of your pradtice, at ica Y tWO or m
?fr:;?spif Scr'\zturc. Let (fich the holy Apofile p 4(:;
¢he word of God dwell in you richly, teaching o
admonithing one another, Experience may be cloyg |
3 Confcience may be feated, Hefrtmay be hatdepeg f
underftanding blinded; but fill the Law is Jight the
Wordof God abideth for ever. Ourbleffed Lord thy
wanted not other arguments t0 damp the Tempre,
‘befides the Scriptures, Vet becaufe ;hat s 2 furg
and infallible teftimony, chesfiges: hithee for Wea. §
one to encounter Satan \&{lthall,ﬂlll replying, It is ypy, |
it is Writteny it is written, Matt. 4 4.7, 10,
to three great and feveral temptations pla;, f
his to Chriftians, as thci; fure?_ rule in g, M
¢ of temptation to fiy noto. - 1or this caufe v M
%:((:?y Scriptufes are rightly fti'd the Spigite Sw”:); w
Eph. ¢. 17. and sake the [word of tkelfplm’ whichis thel
word of God- when the Difciples hearts were heaVY ',
“nd flled with forrow about Chrifts Paffion, po
doth he feck to comfort.and -{}rengthenthem’ (b
' wwich this Cordial) thus i 1 written, and this it belog
Clyift o fuffer and 10 rife aga thf Hhitd day. Tn
ganner, whenout Lord was betrayed, and could hay
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Signsof a Dying or Decaying Chriftian, 67
B (that is 6000 foot and 660 horfe after the Romn Ac-
ghcount) a firengeh much more than they that took im,
to have refcued him , prefently takes fanuary here,
WALas.26. 54. But how then muft the Scriptures be ful~
pgf;'lled, that thus it mult be, O blefled Pattern to write

y in all things thus to fay; thus faith the word of
P.,tln‘: Lord , chis Scripture tells me, that 1 am a great
’ Hinner, one of theworlt of finners, andthat except I
girepent I fhall perifh for ever. Itis the wordof God
githat calls me to believe on the Son of God, in whom
‘jxs the life of the World , and he that believeth and is
,ﬂ,ibnprlzed thall be faved : It is the Word of God tells
hime, fraitisthe gate, and nayrow is the way that lead:
Meth unto life, and he that doth not take up his Croj}
b;ggand follow Chrift, cannot be bis Difciple; it is this

"Word commands me not onely to love God and my

p

j Bl’mher, but to love my enemies that do me hurr, _‘"}d
dithough chis go preatly againft the grain of my fpiric,
‘to do pood to them that doeevil to me, to give him

3

bread in his ftrair, that denied me bread in my firait;
bur_fhu; mult Ido that the Scriptures might be fulfilled :
Blefs them thar curfe you, pray for them that defpitefully
Wﬂ”ﬁ Jo# and perfecute you. O\ this is a hard Leffon
fiWere it not thus written ; it is Gods Word, and itis
mg od that makesit an eafie Word to me : my proud
g 21eart never would nor could ftoopto this, did not his
rﬁ lefled Word command me fo, Thus Chriftians in alf
ayour fervices let the Word of God go before you, let
fx be your Pillir of Cloud by day, and your Pillar of
{ Fire by might, Numb. 9. 22, when the Cloud refted

At
; 'lf;f'ael refted, whether it were two dayes, a moneth,

;
‘tfj

wy |  year, that the Cloud tarried upon the Taberna-
£€'¢ the Children of Ifracl abode in their Tents and
: )l(}ufmed not, but when it was taken up they journied.
/8 b’s will make you like the good Builder thar digged
‘ % I3 deep,




68 Signs of a-Dying oy D.ec.zj\z'”g Cb”ﬁidn
deep:s, and laid bis Fomndation upon a Rack fo. |
rain, wind, and the flouds came; and beat uLOn the |4
Houle, but it fell not, becaufe it was founded “Pontb“ iy
word of God. s ; : the /
Fourthly and laltly, Would you be delivered fr /

this dying {ign of being mighty inquifitive aftep
things rather than wholfome dorine, then laboy e
far as you are knowsrs to be daers. Negligence hras
provoketh God to fuffer a Spiritof etrorand 4, a

e
=

=
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to fall upon many : o know is a blefling, if a?cﬁecp
panied with the end wherefore knowledge was .

. given
A s a woe when alome . .
. namely 7o doe, but, is 0 e s I you

vhe[e things happy are ye if ye do them, Now | L
thou lovelt me, before this tryal thoy called
Lord God Almighty, and gavelt me good words n
f2id T fhould be thy God, and thou wouldep ’lod
me, and fear me , but now, Lknow that thoy feareV&
‘me. thon haft given a large proof ofit in this, ¢}
thou haft not withheld thy Son; ‘thy only Sop T a
whom thou lovelt , from me, but didft ar ‘quc’
take the Lad, the Son of the Promife and oF r
great affedtion, and ' hidlt him upon the A!tary j
ond did(t @retch forth, thine band , and tookef} 2|
knife to flay him for.an offering to the Lord, This 1_1e
‘notonely the (afelt way to increafein knowledge L
“it is a fure way. to have knowledge fzm&iﬁcd, ’thet
doth God blefs our lictle talent of knowledge itk inn.
creafe, and with comfort, when we put that licre i
pra&ife. If you know that the 'ﬁare of fuchang fuch
" of Gods Children are hirfty, naked,fick , and j» Pn‘fa‘
and be as wnconcerned for them asﬂ\:vas‘lfmel of old o
their Bretlicen in Captivity, it wiil bring upon
like woe. . Woe faith the Spitit to, them  thay

e

areq

o . bty ot ink wi PRy
eafein Sion, Awos 6(; d}‘.‘f.‘gffi .A“,L,.Ym,]em Dow!s,a
. gnoint themfelves with. chiet olntment, but are now




Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriflian, 69
rieved for the affliCtions of fofeph ¢ Such thall goe
Hcaptive wich the ficlt that goe captive, they fhall be,
diwhan God begins to reckon as fingular in the punifh-
fiment, as they were in the (in. Oh that this may be of
®ufe to all, thus far, that chey would cry «fter knowledg,
ﬂand lift up their voice for underftanding; but withak
ﬁjfo remember the bleffing is not.here : This work is
'ﬁ,‘mperfc& ; and will not profic till irs fellow be added
MCO it, Fam.x.25.. But who [o loketh into the perfect Law

of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forger{ut
! bearer but a doer of the work, (mark chat) this man fhall
"be bleft in his deed. Confider what you read, and the
f” | bleffing of God goealong with it, Amen. :

M B CHAD, 83 ;

i Lroving us dying to Chrift, when others finnings are e
IVD( | onr forrowings ; with two Remedies againfe this De:
. ﬂ cay.

SIGN X. _

Her you can hear of foul mifCarriages

in others, with little or no heart vé
i #2orfe. , G
! That is, When the knowledg of others finning
- proves not thy forrowing ; where the name an ho-

4 nour of God lies near a heart, a deep wound muft
| needs comeac the tydings of mifcarriage, and by chis
i moft certainly may a growing or declining Chriftian be
read , and read himfelf if heeded ; for anfwerable t0
-thc_1Piritual fenfe or feeling of things, will their bq—

| baviour be. A man that is wounded in bis body, is
il moreor lefsaftonifhed at it, and amazed byir, as he
W more or lefs retains his fenfes; want whereof leffens
not the wound, it rather thews the danger of fuchto
be the greater : Three ot four things confidered muft
needs declare, and prove fuch Chriftians not only dy-
F 4 ing




70. Signs of a Dyiug or Decaying Chriftiay,
ing but near dead, as can hear of others fini A
by no means they themfelves toucht with fOrrOE,’- and
“Firft, the greatdifhonour that fin brings to é‘? L
the finof no people dithonours God fo much ¥ od,
fin of Profeflors. You have I known of all the F, the
of the earth, therefore Iwil. punifh yor for all Jaa,:‘{‘e-:'
quities, AMOS 3. 2. 5 sy
* Secondly , the great reproach it brings upon
Gofpel; A man that never profeft any thing betthe
than making it his Tradeto fin, though his cﬁatetit
miferable, yet he profefles notbetter; but for Gt
take upon them the name or profefiion of Jefus Chy; a
and not depart from, oragain turn to iniquity ift,
vokes the enemies of God to blafpheme = 7 SP::;
N.'r2 .
" Thirdly, The lamentable mifery that fuch b
upon themfelves ; There is more hope of on _[hn
never madeany profeflion; the {in of thisis nex¢ doa
to impoffibility of redemption from final hard o
badbeen better they had never knows the Wayof 1 )
than after. depart from t/qe l,zol ¥ c’ommam’mcm,_ 2. Per. oy
4. The evil world by lecing fuch fin, are nog i
tempted to remainin their [inful {tate, but tq glor
init; for theymay think they do but fin, and ffrvey
and pleafe themfelves ; and if Profeflors fo do, y°
may. not they? Thus the Devil fecretly layghg 4
~ them, and openly gets advantage by them , Weers.
orelthe fin of the young men was viry great befy,,
jl’:om', ﬁf;.' m{x abhorred the offering of the Loy, E;l::

Sons that were inthe Prieft-hood are fingled gqe with
marks of Gods difpleafure, as [innersofa deep dye

informnuch thar want of fuitable’ indignation againd
ehem for their evil in their Father EL, who in ?)ther
* things was a good man, brings upon bim thag, thag
" makes the ears of all Jfrad that heard Qf it to ting{e

1 8ar,
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W signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriftian.  7¥
i1 Sam. 2 3, 4. What a plague was brought upon
thofe that did evil before the Lord in Afofes time?
twenty four thoufand flain till Phiseas in his zeal to
| the Lord ftood up and made an attonement, Namb.
4 25. Iris without all queftion , that the Nations round
4 about, wereas to the a®t more wicked and abomina-
' ble, asto the fame and fuch like wickednefs; yet we
3 do not read of fuch feverity in God toward them, as
4 to thofe his own people that had feen his miracles, and
4 his wonders ; were it not that 1 feared the'wrath of the
enemie, left their adverfaries fhould behave them-
{elves ftrangely, and fay our band s high, and the Lord
hath not done chis, I would fcatter my people among
| the Narions, but for tempting the wicked to do more
| wickedly : Gods feverity fhould be fet out apain(t his
| own people in bitter charaders ; this muft needsren=
) der fuch very much dying to Chrift, that can hear of
” foul mifcarriages in other Profeffors, and not them-
cirl felves taken with horrour and aftonifhment, Ay
‘nﬂ 597»51: s my bowels, T am pained at my heart , becanfe
fl) thow haft heard, Ob my foul in Fernfalem, the Jourd
§ of the Trumper, the Alarm of war; fet a mark, #pon
the fore-heads of the men that figh and weep for the abo-
minations that are done in the middeft thereof, Ezekicl
9-4. I'will gather them that are forrowful for the folemn
affemblies, who are of thee, to whom the raproach of it s

a burthen, Zeph, 3. 18. Deth not the Scripture with
one confent defcribe the growing and declining Chri-

. ftian by this very mark? the oneis forrowful, the o=
ther mourns not; it is reported there is fornication a-
mong( you, 1 Cor.5. and you are puffed up, and have

not rather mourned : clearly noting, that this was

none of their vertues, but indeed an evident token of

fpiritual lofs in them, the contrary being fo honoura=

ble in Godsaccount, wiz. a forrowful fpirit at others

] : mifdoings 5




92 Signs of @ Dying or De,ca;/‘ingcbr{ﬂia” '
mifdoings plainly prowing | that ifa wantin :
charadter of great decay : I fhall come noy
briefly fome Caufes of thisfpiritual deca
Remedies to remove or prevent it, and
this Sigm :

Firlt | want of zeal, that burning fhining g
which when accompanied with judgment, canng oo
to fec or hear of Mifcariages in others, wizhouibea
fonal horror; Asfoun as Mofes camenigh 1,
and faw the Calf, anddancing that was there, bis
waxed hot, and, he took the Calf Which they oy ,:”‘g"'
and burnt it with fire, grownd it topowder, Exoq b

to
Vs and [%ﬁér

fo COHc]udg

Iy
Cﬂmp

So Phineas in-his zeal to th-Lord, when he iS5 ts:. :

evils that were committed in the Camp _ .

{lew both the manand the woman, andp{:) :;g;‘;qand
was.{taid. \ d8ue
But fecondly , want of becoming loye to others
ternal welfare, is a caufe of our not forrowing A
finpings ; that good man Zeremiah, chap. 13, Yot
they will not bear, (but perfift in, their evil Way)‘;, f
foul foall weep in fecret places for their pride, Sie th{:
alfo in Jefus Chrift, that had fuch love to peri fhinls
Jerufalem, That when bhe was come near and bepgy 57 bg
City, hewept over it, Luke 19.41. e
As Remedies again{t this decay; Firfy, config
what a wide breach it makes i our fpiritual (tare a:&
whicher ina lictle time, it will bring us;; Repes, 3
elfe 1will come witothee quickly, and will fight agc:inj}

them With the [word of my month,Revel. 2. 19,

Secondly, In order to removing this, do as mep doi*

that: have a_defperate mortal difeafe growing Wpon
them, 'if not fpeedily remedied ; how will they 20
and run, pray and pay, leave no ftone unturned, po
means unattempted ? ‘ :

~ Even in like fort muft fpiritual difeafes be [0oked

at

&2 certyj

at [heil‘ :
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\  Signs of 4 Dyingor Decaying Chriftian, 73
fat and laboured with. Good Nebemiah when he did
ut hear of the AiG&ions that his. brechren for their
fin were brought into, it wounds his heart, chap. 1. 4.
And it came to pafs when I heard thefe words, thap 1 [at
down and wipt, and mourned and fafted certain dayes,
and prayed before the God of heaven. Canft thou, my
{ Chriftian Brother, hear of foul mifcarriages in others,
with litcle or no heart remorfe ? Arcthou as it were
*u unconcerned ; Doth not others finning prove thy
Pl wounding ; far from thy heart is this confideration ;
il How greatly is God difhonoured , and the foul of this
- poor creatare endangered and the Enemies of God

Encouxaged to continue in their impenitent. €-

ate. A :

Who that believerh in good earneft that théreis @
yg tate where the worm Ball never dic, and fire never£o
"% out, thatcan behold any going towards this eltate po
- hafte, asitwere, and not be like minded to Chrilt Je-

{ * fus, who when he was come near poor Ferufalens, he
i bebeld the City and wept over it, becanfe they knew pOt
,ﬂ‘ the fad Calamicy thac was coming upon them. Doth

1t not invite pitty to behold our friend crying out "‘_’“h

1# bitter cries in a Feaver fit, or fit of the Stone 0 Collick,

Mj yeatobehold him upon a Rack, broken witha Wheel,

o fawn afunder, drawn limb'from limb with.Wlld Hor~,

fes, ftarved to death with pining hanger, like the Ca-

g,“ lamity of Zerufalem, where the hands of the Pil‘ff{’l wo=

4. men took and bojled ina poc their tender, Children,

/. they were their meat in the day of Famine. Oh | how

5 ghaftly is this to thinkon, much moreto behold, who
!

- can refrain from bitter weeping to hear and behold
fuch doleful cries : buc whatis this to Hed, thereis

‘ death in death, pain perpetmally 5 itisnot Hell onely
£ becanfe the greateft of mifery, and pain,and torment”
. dwellsthere, bucbecaufe it is for cver and ewer. T here-
}‘! o . G- tore




v4  Signs of aDying or Decaying Chriftiq,y
fore in beholding or hearing of others mifcariages f
are to look upon them through that clear glaf;’ f‘?e ﬁﬂd
Gofpel-like fpirit, thac fets everya®ionin its O‘Vnoﬂa ﬂh
tion, ‘and then icwill tell us, to mifcarry ina my, a ,&
of eternity is for nature sntolerable, for duration ete: f
wal, and fo the lofs frreparable : My bowels, my [’owttr. . ‘M
I am paincd at my very heart | my heart maket), ”e(x| ;’!
in me, Icannot hold my peace, becanfe thou /m/} ,’e;:/c J
O my [onl, the fornd of the Trumpet, the Alarm of n d, i
Fer. 4 19. But I thall-leave this alfo to conﬁdera(i;r’

and pafs to the eleaventhSign of decay in godlinef; * |

GIHEA PR /

Shewing that unfavonry talking among Chriftian, 2y “
they meet , proves them earthly minded | wiry, | b:’! %
Canfes of this Decay 5 And twelve queflion; 4 Ze “b”
asked whin they meet together, e

SIGN XTI,

. Hen in your comings together yourp 1
{ _[izal talk #s not f','<'rv_({r_)f and beaye,, ly vh('
: Upon various occafions Cliriftians meet op ?f;‘;,‘-_ )
{ometimes with thofe th;:C_ are wringing thei; ilﬂnd; in
for forrow ; fometimes with ‘thofc that are cl’dpping j
(as it were) their hands for joy ; fometimes g the z‘m
Affembly, fometimes at one anothers dwellings ; Now |
all comings together Minifler occgﬁoln of talki
and will greatly evidence where molt is each others |
Treafure, it being natutal for p_erfons whe'u they ey ﬁ
by their voiceto exprefs whatis the workings of th

ind- as the heart is more or lefs heaven. ,ﬁ
juind; e ir talk bend more or lefs t} L
fo certainly will their t e s that way !
Earchly-minded'men when 22y meet, will be cappy. 18
fng on’ their trade; couming it matter of duty to pry.

Mote




Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriftian.
mote what lieth nearclt their bearts; fo thofe tht
decay to fpiritnals, having begun to affe@t themfel
B with new Lovers, and fo lofing the fenfe they o
®'had to the beft things, maybe difcerned now to bas |

# changed for the worft, by their unfavoury and earta
1y ralking ., and how advantagiousall meetings are to
fthe promoting (whatfoever 1s defigned) none is able
to exprefs, but fuch as experimentally make a view

i of it, well confidering, That evil communications cor="
8 74pt good manners; or leffensa manshold to the belt -
I things, and when that precious time in Chriftians

M meeting together is fo fpent , that its racher fpilt like
# water upon the ground, fuch leaving no favour of -
| prace behind them, mult needs argue, that they are

;J falling, if not fallen from their firlt love, befides the
gt difhonour done to God : greac hath been the Wrong

i fuch have done both themfelves and their adherents,
(" in publick or private affembling. etediiiy
What more unpreparing the heart, and indifpofing
| the affe®ion to the fpiricual worfhipping of God,
J than cither beforehand being in a carnal fleepy PO
ﬂ{ fture, or elfe in fuch unfeafonable, if not worfe? talk=
;ﬁ ing (fome of their Farms, othérs of their Merchan-

f
I

" dife,) nay pethaps backbiting and whifperingly OPEDING
J the infirmities of others, tothe fowing prejudice in
% the hearts of cthofe, that through ignorance and ‘
i weaknefs incline to hear them; whereas on thecon- |
’ﬂ trary, fuch whofe minds are alwayes carrying a_b(_mt 3
_Wwith themthe contemplating of Gods end, ingiving -
! opportunity after opportupicy, put themfelves with |
# trembling care into fuch imployment (of flill getting
;% ' or doing good) as may obtain from their gracious God, |
- the approbation of redeeming time : Sec thar good
0 Nehemiabs praQife for this, be no fooner meets f7a- |
B nani, (but what?) T asked concerning the Fews thas bad |
4 § . o 2 efcaped, |




Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chtiftia,
aped, which Were left of the captivity, and ¢y, o
7o) ufalem 5 he is inquiting prefently, how i farecér.m :
- people of God, and Jerufalem the City of 7,
anfl place of his Fathers Sepulcher | and fy] S “vig
heart their welfare lay, asappears by his e ;ar is |l
fe@ion and afiliion at the evil tydings, ¢y, Ity af
And it came to pafs , when I heard thefe Woyd, il
fate down and wept, and mowrued cevtain dayey” . )
fredand prayed before the Lord God of heavey, ¢ fa.
add another Text, andthen proceed to the caufe alf
this Decay, 24al. 3.16. T hen they that feared v, If of
[pake oftesn one to another (but their talking was (o i cfrd
ryand fo heavenly) that the Lord L‘"""'/(”m'andlye u. 1%
it, (yea) and « book of remembrance was wyipge, [Jen;ﬂ .
bim, for them that feared the Lord, and thoygh; hm
bis Name. htietto 1,
In time of War/ when thie fword cuts off by th g
fands in a day, is there not great Wringing of ‘hands(;u"
forrow, when the report is come to our k“OWIed,,m
that the mighty are fallen in the gate, fucha Fa[h‘se’
fuch a Husband, fuch 2 Son, fucha Brother 3 i pq, tg,r»
our talk wherever ‘'We come? may not our troghjs b]'s
tead in every countenance; as g00d WWebemiy), Wac
when his heart was filled with forrow  his mu“ts,
nance was fo fad chat it could notr be hid frop, tlc‘
King : Had we rnot a-doleful inftance of this j, ﬂ:c "
time of Londo’s late Fireand Plague ? were not thofc #
doleful times the fubje@of allour talk, both ¢o G
and man ?in all our affemblings together, what a fiyg)
did it carry upon out hearts? How was our pep em‘_:' ‘
ployed to {end about this dreadful tydings = thay P
famous a City fhould r three dzyes be brought dowy |
to the duft, and more than feaventy thoufand of irs In. B
babicants carriedas captives to theit fong bims 2 Ok B
the bitter cries in the Evening, with which falise y
At

> f/M; [




W Signsof a Dying or Decaying Chriftian. 77
il il thue up our doors, Bring ot your dead, Brivg ont
Jour dead, whofe hearts were not affeted then, whofe
looks were not dejeGed, whofe tongues were notima
ployed when we met together, to be talking as in Foels
gtime, they were commanded to tell their Children,
ﬂr and their Children commanded to tell their Children
%0 another generation : That which the Palmer worm
M left hath the Locult eaten, that which the Locuft left
’dl that hath the Canker-worm eaten,’ that which the
i Canker-worm hath left hath the Caterpillar eaten; that
i which our §word lefc did che Fire wate, and that
| Which the Fire left did the Plagne fweep away, both
1 perfons and fubftance alfo, Now thefe dreadful ftroaks
51 being Rtroaksvoid of pitty, fparing none, the old man
#lor he tha ftooped with age, nor yet the man of full

|

i frength, nor yet the babe of dayes ; it left the Mother
4 without Child, it left the lirele one without a Aother :
by'é From hence this became our talk whetherfoever we
M went , itwas our burden and fongat' Fealting or Fa=
3&‘ fling, the beginning and clofe of every Meeting.

”d Oh! whats the matter Chriftians when you meet,
i that your talk is fo unfavoury, ot lefs favoury thanthis
Was in ity day; is not your day much more a needful
! day, to have all its meetings inall the fpaces thereof
#4 filled with favoury and heavenly talking, where ever
g YOU 80, 4 Sword, & Plague, 4 Fire, a Famint attends
you, yea thefe in their perfecionin their higheft di-
:‘J menfion. No lofs like your lofs, if you mifs the bleffed

.nd of affembling, and it be notaccompanied with fa-
voury talking, of that City you are or fhould be always
d looking for,” I fhall clofe this Sign with the Holy
g Gholls own words to the Ephefan Church, Chap. 4.
#'29. (whenye meet together) let no corrupt commii-
Mcation proceed out of your mouths, but thar which
15 good to the ufe of edifying, that it may Minifter

Wi grace




78  Signs of aDying or Decaying Chriflig, -
grace to the hearers. Ask not your friend op brog,
ot his welfarein the common unfenfible cultome ther
men generally do, butin asking, ask with fych , \¢
portment, gracefulnefs, and gravity, that may
the weight of heaven upon thy heart, and lep o
words be to this purpofe; Ask him thefe twelye qu“r
flions, as God fhall help briefly, but ask them“”'c.
love, { 1. Brother, are you alive for God? is your heas
as warm now, you have beenfome yearsa Profeffort
asit was in the day of your efpoufals? 2. Whatjs b
 come of your Mafter fin2 have you got ‘h“;‘ vidory o
ver it, doth it acall times, and inall conditiops R
faimly? do you in truth moft loath that which Oné
you did moft love? 3. Hath the remembrance
Heaven and Hell a reverential prefence fill upoy -
beart? have you not loft (are you fure) chac feelin
of thefe two ltates youonce had ; foricisa very b,
work to keep alive this frame, and very eafie 0 Jeg
goe? 4. Is Clofet prayer delightful to you ftill 5
ravitht in fectet Communion with God there 3 dot)
your beart burn Within you whiltt you are talking Wit
him? ¢. Doth the Crofs qf Chrilt dnfmay you ye,
_or nay? howare youina time of Profperiry doth
‘it much ift yon up? how are youinatime of 4 it
firy? doth’ic catt you dowr much? doth not ¢}, ;
yoke feem too heavy for you, can you chearful[y fay
ftill, Lord, thy will be done; it s the Lord, let iy
do what feemeth him good ? 6. What fcnfe_ have oy
of your uxdoxe e[{?ate out of Chrift? do yon fiill feeling,

ly remember what a vile filthy polluted flate you wepas

in, when he firft fet his Jeve upon you? hath po .
foul your anconverted eftate {till in remembrance to
y

elf-luaching: and is your foul till humbled within i

; ill believe you had been ;
herefore. 7. Do you fill be y ad been i,
;{x;[ions' ago7, had you had a rewar d according to you
. & wqtk’
~ 641
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Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriftian. 79
work, and doth this thought live in you, fo as to make
you thankful for every thing, {ll in the wor/t condi-
fi tion, becaule you fay, icis mercy it is not Worfe, itisof
i the Lords mercy we are notinbe// # 8, Doth the feafe
of future good greaten in your efleem ? have you as
higha value of heavenly things as you had at your firft
Converfion? and doth eftimation of carthly things grow
daily lefs and lefs ? 9. Is your Confcience tender flill,
and doth every lictle glance to declenfion create figh-
3ng there, cannot confeicnce charge you (are you fure)
with the living in the omiffion of any known duty, ot
Eommi(fion of any known fin ? let me inlove befeech you
fearch narrowly here. ~10. Is your Lwe to our Lord

¢fizs, his Ordinances, and People, as much or more
as it was in your efpoufal dayes, orisit/efs ? befure
You be faithful to your own foul in this, 11..Is the
0 €4t Lord God Almighty fer before you all the day
dfdong? are your apprehenfions of his omnifcient eye,
0uch as that you can incruth fay with good fob, where
Mever yougo, Doth he not fe my wayes ; and count My
Boings? 12, Are you every day more or lefs think-
g of your /ot dayand thac you are going fhortly
000 the fades of etersity, and when you put off your
Cloathes at nighe | is ir 1iill your meditation , that the,
ime 1s at hand when you can mewer more put them

Now the canfes of chis decay, which beingavoided, -

2y allo ferve as Remedies againft it ; and, chey are

rees

Firft, I-Ong cuftome to Chriftian meetings, .« ~

- Secondly, Unskilfulnefs in Gofpel Seltdenial.
Thirdly, Negligence to a plain duty.

b irlt, Long cuftome to Chriftian Meetings ; though
18 be not inic (elf a caufe, yet it may be eafily o cons

peeried ; < for without a gﬂd}y jealonfie overthe hearft in

k- . ' Oflen




8o signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriftiny, W,
 often meeting with Chriftians, the very cuf e
will by little and litcle, fteal away that fpiritual yige i
that oughi to run in the veins of every one, Wk & eur,
ver they ‘are, to the aking their meeting as mucl, e
is poflible,to Gods honour and their fouls edifying.'fa
cuttome begets fuch anaptnefs co any fervice, that’eor
cept the heart be fill examined , perfons wif be f.
meetings together, very deﬂitu:c_ both of fuitabe pren .
-paration, and anfwerable cxp;&atlpn, and all thyguss fi“
long cuftom ; for as in finning, it will take aWﬂygi i
time the confcience offin; fo in the beft perfop., ™ 0'_,
ces it will roba manof that forehand care thyy ﬂlOu?(i ! ﬂ,,b
artend him, unlefs he be much upon his watch, f uﬂ

Secondly, A fecond Caufe s, Unskilfulnefs i op
great point of Chriftianity; viz. Golpel felf.deniaf fﬂ ¢
which {tands in a conforming the whole man to beg)” y /
wayes pleafing and ferving the Lord ; fuch knowin“W'
themfelves not to be their own, but _bO}Jght Wigh & | s
price, and therefore whether eating, drinking, talking i
Waiki‘ng, to be doing allto the glory of God, whop
chey are : Nowunskilfulnefs herein, will be fj] car 18
rying on all affaits with much mixture, partly in g, (W
figning the Lord, partly defigning felf; having i wz
{o learned to five upon anothers bottom, asche G2 N )ﬂﬁ
pel grace of felf-denial teacheth, Mar. 16,2, ",

Aark. 0, 34,35, by which means many are ar ﬁgregé :g:
i
/

ow to fpend chis and that opportunity, ang
&:?Sad of askigg their fellow Chriltian how he gm\i‘; ﬂ
or ftands affe@ed to the bclt things, Yuhat et
are upon hum? ar what times he finds hl”fff[f moft g
aitd unable torefilt 2 and whether often in clofer Prayen
watchings, foftings? and What afJurance be baz), P
fome [olid marks, Whether be grows yea or nay 2 andpp |
value bhe puts on fellow/bip with .Gofi, and m]o]mg b ligh
of Fis conmsenance? what allthisis, ardWhat jts spopy

“‘Iy{n' g
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CH AP XIL
Provirig Unpreparednefs to bear the Word of Gog .,‘ f;,

fign of dying 10 Chrift', with three forts of bind, ‘

wghicb muft be laid afide; and What muft be M:;z:z; f{;

before Hearing, in Hearing, and after Hearing, /‘
SIGN XIL /

‘ Hex you are fo little prepared for the 1o J
; lemsn Affentblics, that they come [’efﬂre Tﬁfj
you think, of thezn, or long for them, [;;
When perfons fuffer themfelves o be fo taken o ;',0
with common or worldly bufinefs, as thatthey leayg I
1o room for Solemn Prayery and Preparation, to Meey ,o’
in Gods Ordinances at dayes appointed ; itsan eyj donl
token of little reverence beferting the heare, ang as‘!"
little confideration who they are 10 mees : Noy . ya
come before the Lord in his Affembly , where e % WM
wontto be, and hath promifed to be,  there do“btlers iy
remains a work upon us, to be done by us, by . y
of Preparation, and that becaufe of Gods-prefeny, b W
ing there, asinthe Templc: the Type of Go_ds_Aﬂ"an M’
bly or:Gofpel Church; Kings 1. 3. 9L will pyy m) #
Name there, my beart, and my ejes, Joallde theye per. “
petnally; his power, prefence, and goodnefs fhy|| be J
there, and he ever was, and is wont to meet his pg,
ple there, Tell me O tho whoms Y fonl liveth whers |
thon feedeft and makeft thy flacks to reft at noow 3 if hag M]
ngweft not, gothy way and feed thy Kids by the Shep,
berds Tents, Cant.1. Now that great preparation gg p,,
this and thar by wayof duty ought to be, wil] appeay
by what may follow; wantto prepare therefore my
needs bea chara&erof fpiritual decay ; and the rathe
if we confider, how fnct the Lord was as to them
' ' th

Y
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y that drew nigh him when he gave out the Law, Exod.
" 19.10. Andthe Lord faid unto Mofes, go and [anélifie
. the peple to day and to murvow , and let them wafh their
f* heloathes y and let the Priefts alfo which come near to the
/ Lord, (anttifie themfelves, leff the Lord break, forth sp-

‘5‘{’ them.  Nadab and Abihn, for not fan&ifying the
mﬁord ;thn they drew nigh him, there Went ont 4 fire
;'St,;nz t :2 Lovd, and devonred them, and ;.},e] died before
i ooa;l,Lev»t. 10. 2. Moft rematkable 1s.that paflage
i thchq Fofeph, Gen. 41. 14. Before he will come into
4, ings prefence, he fhaveth bimfelf, and changeth his
_.jn;’J”[’]"’"; layeth afide his prifon Garments : How
K‘ uch rather fhould thofe prepare and lay afide, that
@ifzme into the prefence of the King of Kings : Hear
y‘ ¢ word of the Loyd, ye that tremble as bis word, Ha, 66.
,“’“,sn' Perfons may hear from day to day, and remain
‘:“ m“&h like the fame, rather worfe than better; which
Ndap: nceds argae fome defect in chemfelves by unduly
i,rll’gmﬂ.c] hing near fo folemn a Service : I fhall cherefore
ld“q'ord umility offer fome dire@ions, what we may do 1n
’JPEr Zl;;gizgllr pl‘Oﬁf, before /omring, in hearing, and 4f;
ff'jt Firlt, Before Hearing, pray God blefs his Word nn-
jsh 10 you, and lead you in his way, Pfa.25.4.5. Shew
/| :: tZ’)_' ZI”L"J 0 Lord, teach me thy path, lead me in thy
"ﬁm LR "‘I‘fb me, for thow art the God of m) [alvain,
;) A oa wait all the day, Exod. 33. 15, If t_,ly]“pye..
jence go not withme , carry us ot up hence, This is as
{h u‘use In one cafe as another,
i deEfggf"Y’ ;30 to the Affembly with reverent: con-
o Tber; : ls,l that you are to meet God, 4mos 4, i3
00 T il d:ilj'w will 1 ds unto thee, O Ifracl, and becanfe
e s unto t}JE.B, prepare to meet ;b] God, 0 Ifracl,
hmg Rehoboam did evil, becanfe be prepared wot bis
{%art to feek the Lord, 2 Chron. 12, 14. compared
‘ G 3 : with
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with Chap. '19. 3. There are good things fomsd i,
in thatthou prepareft thy heart to feck God —  Hhee,
_ - Thirdly, Before yougoto hear, you muft
all fuperfluity, 1 Pet. 2. 1. wherefore laying af dEY afide
thine(s and [uperfinity of nanghtine(s, receiye 'Wit},“” .
nefs the sngrafted Word, ek
- There are three forts of Superfluities to beb
- fide, which elfe will hinder you from profitin ad g,
" Firflt, All thofe doubtful carping cares for tﬁe thiy
, o

of this life, youare incident to, Aar, 13, 55 £
‘ ; : " ek

4. 19.

Secondly, You muft lay afide all thofe
frets of this life you are incident to, Faudge
compared wi[h I Sam. 1.0, i ‘ ¥
~Thirdly, You muft lay afide all thofe pleafyn, I
{ing pleafures of this life you are incident o, p falp egs
10. 11. Allor any of thefe being carried wich 5.
heeded by us, will fo load us, that there Will'b’cand
room for the Word to profit. A

Fourthly, When you come to hear, com
huogring and thiclting, Mar. 5. 6. Pfal. 42. 1,
~'The fecond Dire&tion as to Hearing is, why,
mult do in the time of Hearing, Yoy
“"Firlt, You maft hear with reverence as Gog ¥

Vex;ltious
$ 106, '16 i

baffage, Pfal. 2. 11, compared with 89 - God ;. |
- v §

greatly to be feared in the 4 Jembly of the Saints,
be had inveverence by all that are aboxt him,
" Secondly, You muft hear as Gods Word, 17, 66.2
1 Thef. 2. 11, ; _ i
Thirdly, you maft hear with attention and godls
fear, Ifa 55. 3 Nehem. 8. 3. Lauke 29..48. And “Z
the people Were very attentsve to hear bim, L FA
" “Fourthly, 'n Hearing, you mult mix whs o
hear with faith, Heb 4. 1,2. But the word prpm.b'z
‘L’a'gdgai profit, it being ot mikt With faith in they, tk;e

bedrd

and ty

€. With g
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beard it, 2. Chron. 20. 26. g

i  Fifthly , You muft receive what you hear in th‘c
,;ilovc of God, 2 Thef. 2. 10. Pfal. 119, 97.

it obey, Deut. 5. 27. Fofb. 1.16. :
dl  Now what muft you do after Hearing?

2 Per. 3.1, 2. Secondly, That you may remcmbex_’,you
?w.:mﬁft meditate upon it,y?ofb‘ 1.8. Pfal, 1. 2. _Thxrdl};i
%]‘Of all the Sermons you near, pick out fomething mo
sprofitable, and confer about it, Zark 4. 10. Fourth-
“ly, You muft putinto practife what you hear, Eecle.
W9 10. Fam.2. 25. Laket1.2. i
g I fhall now hSJ:nt thfce Reafons of this great Care
“Ithus to affemble and hear Gods word, and then pro=
Mtecq to the Thirteenth Sign. , .
gl - Yiclt, Becanfe it is che great Ordinance of Conve:r:1
!r #on. Secondly, The means of a Chriftians growth, an

Sixthly, and laftly, You mult hear with refolution to_ .

,d Firlt, You muft remember what ye have heard,

ﬂ[h‘:San&iﬁcation. Thirdly, Negligence in it, a greatag- |

~ gravation of Condemnation. i
Firlt, Becaufe it is che great Ordinance of Conver
"9fion. The Ordinance of Preachingis Gods ufual me-

{Poor finmers ; Faith (faith the Spirit) comes by hearing,
fland hearing is ordained in order to believing; how
“{i€an they believe in him of whom they have not heard,
1and how can they hear without a Preacher : Where
# there is no vifion the people perith.  When the fins of
/llfrofeﬂ'ors have been fuch as to provoke God to fend

2 famine of the Word, fucha people have been nigh
jte deltru&ion. ; :

i

Itis an evident tokenof Gods greatlove and good

~ Will.to (inners, when he is pleafed to afford the Gof-
g Pel 2 The continuance of it is more needful than the
d contiauance of the light of the Sun, and its removal
4 e G 4 mote

dthod by which knowledge of himfelf is brought to
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more dreadful than a Famine of breads bus .h‘ 7,
not fucha prefence upon our hearts, ,Chn'{{. 1s hagpy
not fo apprehenfive of Gofpel-worth, nor Gofy d.lans are
- prife it, and to praife God forit. and thaf j,w“”’ato
reafon they thrive fo little under its continual ﬂ? eat
Do but {tudy. what. the Gofpel is, it is the eﬂ? Wers,
: g 2 L Clled}
Gods Love, Chrifts Death, the Holy Spirits Gip; of
1s good news to every Creature, allthe priviled t; g
Heaven are made known by the means of the chsot‘
witnefs the dark eftate of thofe people who aye d"fl’f_l,
ved of it, they worfhip the Sun, Moon, Stars, g, €pri.
Stones ; yea the Dewil himfelf in his own ﬂ;ape()Cks’
pears among them, and converleth with them . P
good Lord help England and Londox to pur
value of this great Ordinance of Converfion,
But fecondly, It is the means of a Chriftians gto
and fan@ification : take away ‘the Word | ang Wth
take away his Food ; the Gofpel is to a C,Onvmyou'
milk isto a new born.Babe, evenits natural oy %
ment ; the Gofpel is that which makes known G, 4
heart to him, and his own heart to himfelf, thereogs
hears and reads that bleffed attribute of God, phin he
is great, and therefore the object ofall our feqy ang
that he is good, and therefore to be the object of
our love ; and that he isrich,and therefors the Obi:l
of all our treafure ; and thae he is all things tg o) Hi
call upon him in truch, Here a Chriftian leapn, tt
know the nature of fin, and its. deceitfulnefs tho
firength of the tempter, his power, policy and mf:lic:
yea how 'weak he isin the hands of his fpirituaf adver.
faries, the Flefs, the World, and the Devil | wighoo

; h
the help of this Almighty, and learns bere to knglx

that through him we fhall be made able to ¢ all
things, to whom be glory, Amen,
" Thirdly, To be negligent to affemble ang figy

Gogs

a h;ghei
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Signs of @ Dying or Decaying Chriftian. 87
Gods Wordisa great aggravation of our Condemna-
ji tion. For God to afford the means, and weto abufe
il that means, by negle&ing the feafon will render us
Bethfaidaes eftate, wo unrothee Corazin, wo unto thee
y Bethfaida, forif the mighty works which have been done
W in thee bad been done in Tyreand Sydon, they hadrepent=
§l edlong agoe, Matt,x1.21,22. It fhall be more tollerable
S0 for them inthe Day of Fudgment than for fuch a people.
Bl When our Lord Jefus came near Jerufalem he wept 0=
‘I‘“q ver it, and prophefied their defoiation, becaufe they
ol knew not the day of their vifitation : We are made of
"4 God (faith the Apoftle) the favour of Jif¢ unto life
3{""4 in them thatare faved, butthe favour of death unto
M, death in' them that perifh. Gods word fhall not re-
/ j turnin vain, where it doth not foften, itwill certain-
I*0 Iy harden.  The Condemnation of the people of E#g-
. ‘land muft needs, to common fenfe, be much greater
i than the Condemnation of the Indians that have not
n'd the'means we have : Woful will our account bein th_c
omf great dayif we are found wrconverted, or not morti-
)

s S
S

fiedand [anttified by fo great a priviledge as we enjoy
over and above what they enjoy, may not God truly
fay, You I-have called, but you bave refufed, T
ftretched out my hands, but were not regarded : the
i Lord of life was preached among you, and eminently
y fet forch, crucified before your eyess 1 fent to you by
| my Meflengers, rifing up betimes and fending them,

becaufe 1 had compafiion on poor England, but they
. would none of my reproof, 1 will laugh at their ca~

lamity, and mock when their fear cometh. Olet us

remember this, if the Gofpel prove not the means of

our foftning, it will prove tlie higheft aggravation of
our Condemnation. ; ‘

=2
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CHAP. XIIL

Proving the [Fate of fuch to be fad , why affemibls
ther more for fearof mans eye vhan Gody -
Diferiptions, how fuch may be known

felves) with two Canfes of this decay,

SIGN XIII.

Hen yon come o the Affembly, 1y, 1
fear of Brethren's eye, than Chrifts ’;r
mfaent and al[—pierc;’;{g eye. ! -

That is, you are {o indifferent as to coming,
would none mifs you nor queftion you for jr . *
could difpence well with abfence, and that Withof,t
material hinderance ; ‘tis much to be feared thag ohy
decay prevails ftrongly with many Profeffors Whls
have neither hungting, or thirfting at leaft = g. thao
early rate they once bad, and ftill doubtlefs ought[t
haye, were they not lofing their relith to Ord-i"ﬂnccso
and the fellowfhip that they bavc had . with g
theough them ; for now ghcy begin to ceafe looking at

chings wich an eye of faith, and have all or g
gheir recourfe to thingsafter an eye ofcarnal fanc.
and fo no fear holds them to the outward opg,
of Gods Houfe, but whatis taught by the Precept of
men . and were they not lyable to cenfures bogh from
the A,ﬂ"embly and others (who have taken notice o
their being Profeffors) could as to the eye ang B

to ¥

with o
5,

2 (0}‘ know tbe,,:

You
any

fure of Jefus Chrilt quitall, wherefore the Lord fid

[, 29. 13, For as much as t/;i': people draw peqy. 3,
with their month, and With their lips do honoyr e, %
bave removed their heart farfromme s (note thae) i, is
far to many degrees alienated, and their fear toyyq, .
me is taught by the precepr of men; itis from Bencs

very

s
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Signs of a Dying oy Decaying Chriftian, 89
# very evident, that they though they did come toge-
| ther, yet it was not from a right principle, their perfon
" and their heart was afunder, and God is pleafed to
' | note them out as people fearing him only with an out~
| fide fear , therefore he will proceed to do a marvellous
4 work upon them : the Prophet Ezek; 33.30, 3 1. Ieets
| with fucha people, as are ftill a quarelling with the
~ | Prophets words, and rtalking again{t him in the doors
of their houfes ; yet would fay, Come I pray and hear:
what is the word that cometh forth from the Lord, coming
as his people come, fit before him as his people do, hear
/)‘;J bis word , and with their month foew much love; bo
"f.%l theirsbeart yuns after covetonfnefs. S0 10 the time of
.| the Prophet, A4l 4. 3. there you have a defcription
ll{ﬂ of a decaying, and growing Profeflor ; one is fo wea~
B ry, that they are ready to throw all profeflion off,
f | crying, It isin vain to ferve the Lord, and what profit
W % it that we keep his Ordinances?_at the fame time
1,2 thofe truly fpiritual, thac feared Gogds eye more chan
¥ mans, they [peak_ the oftuer one toanother, fearing hins,
9‘1 { and thinking #upon his Name.
iﬁ Alas | Alas | If Satan and the World have gotfuch
4 2 partin our heart, that we come to Meetings, (0 the
Fold of Chrift, ‘with fuch a common fenfe and efti-
mation, that would none mifs us; it would nothing
trouble us tobe abfent.  This doth undoubtedly beto-
ken a_great benummednefs of fpiric Godward , and
thacthe lealt Argument hath moft force, namely Bre=
threns eye ; it is a {trong fymptome of a darkened nn?
derftanding, and calls for deep humiliationin order to
a recovery to that fpiritual frame that once was, it
being certain now the appetite is much loft, and now
Prayer, Heaping, Reading and Feasting with the Lord
athis Table, eatingof his Bread, and drinking of his
Wine are of no eftimation, and what muft follow bll]lt
; b A e
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the lofs of fpiritual feeling, and where will chis end.

in Artheifm, and" living by fenfe'like fuch are j .

branded in Scripture wich ?wice déad, plucked np 1,;%? ’
4

roots 5 for take away the right ends of meerig
mean the [enfe of them from the Aeare in theiy WL I
Jent #fps and ends, and you fuffer your felves ¢ pa ccel.
tied into Egyptian darknefs, S I
The fame Lord that hath ordained ford as Bre
and principal means of Zife, without which none hatap:
a promife in Gods ordinary way to continue his ou
ward being. In like manner hath God ordained ai
fet up as his ‘great light in the world ( his Churey
where he hath promifed his prefence fhall be, ang
where he will meet ' thofe chat meet him-in thisy,
for there he canfeth his Flocks to reft at Even , 5 3
we have no promife of being fed and vifited oue of thi
way of God where it is to be come at; Zhoy mtﬂfs
bim that rejoyceth and worketh right eonfne [z, thofe thay
vemember thee inthy wayes, Ifa-04.5 No man in his
wits goeth about to gather Grapes of thorns | or Fige, f
thiftles; ifwe expelt Gods prefence we muft feek 'y %
Gods way. Ttis verily matter of great lamentation tha

any‘morzal fhould come to this pafs, what for g

whofe breath is in his noftsils, that rodzyis 4 4.
andto morvow is Worms meat, Lo day above grouﬂd‘

and to morrow under ground ; to day a Converfoy S

theair, to motrow clofed up in the Clifts of the eqpy,
chere to lie and 7oz, and to be eaten with worpm, 5o d
His place in the world to know him no more , “and y,

v Py (5
for fuch a'perfon to lofe his reafon, and the “°bleners

of his nature and fpirit, fo much as to come to the
Aflembly of Gods people only for fear of mans tebuke
or frown ; is rot he to be feared that Rills foul 4ngy,
dy, and calts chem into hell, whofe_ eyes feeth nop as
mans eye feeth ;' they only center 10 appearance, by
Gk \ bok.“h




Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriftian. . g1
‘llooketh into the bearts, telling the thougts, feeth the
intents afar off, but all things are naked and open to the
eyes of bim withwhom we have to dee, Heb. 4. 13.
1fhall give two or three defcriptions, how fuch may
gpow themfelves,or be known ; and fo pafs ro the nexe
(>80 ;
#i  Firl, Such when by moreor lefs weighty occafions,
Wthey are hindered from the Affembly, you will not
“find them troubled ;, whereas a truly growing Chrilti-
ifan; though hindered even by God, yet heis thirfting,
# hungring, and thinks it long, faying with Dezid, @
¢ 3vhen fhall I come and appear before thee, Pfal. 41,1, 2.

4 Secondly | Such may be known, and know them-

¥ felves by this, they are ofall others moft apt to be
M difcontented, itis feldom but one thing or other trou-
¥ bles them, and goes not asthey would haye it; where=;
#as the more fpiritnal, dwels fo much in charity with
I% every ane, that they are ready to conflrueevery thing
1 to the beft; fo neither much troubling, nor much
i tronbled. ,
84 Thirdly, If any Schifm or Fa&ionrife, you fhall
V{“,ﬁnd thefe more apt than any other to clofe with it,
I"ﬂ” and o zealous for a while as paffes; but it holds not
o lon

|  Fourthly, you fhall find fuch very forward at pro-
gtd Pagating fome leffer matters of Gods Law, whilet
j more weighty they themfelves live ftrangets 10; 2
'4 chief caufe of all this is.
. Firl, largezeal, but fhallow judgment. ;
. Secondly, a too much pryinginto the wayes of 0«
¢ thers, and too little into theit own.

f
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CHAP. X1V,

Shewing our flate dying, when we are more tyoppy, o
4 a

¢he decayes in onr Honfe, than in Chrifts Hoyr, .
four marks to know When we are fo dying,

o SIGN X1V. ;
- THen the decay in Chrifts Houfe, I
&/‘/ troubles yow than the a’eaz] in J’D£

own Houfe.
. This decay wherever found, notes a man very f.

gone on the dying hand ; if Trade decayes, thep n§'
thing but complaining, it lofs by fire or (icknefs 0;,
death, then allis out of order, it breaketh thejy ref

they canno fleep by night, difturbs them in the Wiar |

fhip of God, they cannot pray, read , or meditap,

day ; It is evident with fuch, the affairs of thcirown
houfe lyeth dearer their heart, than the affaiy s
Chrifts Houfe, far from a truly growing Chriftian, whe
is all our of ofder when it goeth riot well wich the
Church of God. & .

Now by décay herein the Sign, T would be'yndgy.
ftood of perfons in Chrift Jefus profeflion, whod Bt
their'zéal, love, and fear, &c. that begin to walk fiip|
alter Chritk Jefus; flar roprayer, to reading, to be aring
cold ind carelefs to [piritual vifiting one another , feld oty
and lictle in fpiritnal talk, when they meet togerhe, .
not now as once , makeit their ‘trade and cheir

nels to be making the name of Chrift grear where. |

ever they come ; but cither fay nothing, or that. thiye
 comes to nothing, having no fpirit or favour jn .

yet once was early at the Ordinances, quickly troubleg 1
if things-went amifs; much joyed when all” were i,

holy harmony; but now bcing difcovered to havc

7

ot 8




Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriftian. 93
i Joft moft of their fpiritual relifh to thofe good things
! they once flourifhed in, and this not Working trouble
of. heart on fellow brethren, and beholders, muit nceds
argue great decay. } ok
Thatfuch decayin Chrifts Houfe, even among thofe
in his fpiritual profeffion, hath been, and too oo
& much ac this day is very evident both from Scripture
o and Experience.
Firlt; from Scripture, 1 Cor. 3. begioning. And 1
4{ Brethren could not [peak to yon as to [piritnal, but asto
] carnal, evenbabesin Chrift, whereas there is among jos
= envy, divifion, and [Erife , are ye not carnaly and walk,
A as men,
§ - Firflt, this fame people as the firft Chapter makes
p“iapgcar, had fuch grace from God given by Chrift
Jefus, that they were envicht in all wrterances and 17
‘_’/l knowledge ; (o that they came bebind other Charches
din no gift waiting for the coming of onr Lord ?f’ﬂu
Chrift..
; Again this holy Apoftle, in Epbef. 2. 12. complains
{ greatly of their decay ; many had finncd, and haduct
Ml repented of the fornication, and wncleanwefs they had ccm-
Y mitted. From whence it isvery obfervable, thattheir
g decay was fuch, - that their Senfes ot Feding Were well
f nigh departed from them, they were guilty of bigh
d ctimes, among which were debates; envyings, wrath,
& firife, backbiting, whifpering, (welling tumnlts ; yet DOT
! humbled among themfelves for all this : In like man-
| net the Galathian Church, Chap. 4. That once if it
Y bad been poffible, they would have plucked out their
i own eyes and given them to’ the Apoftle St. Pasl,
@ now counts him their enemy for telling them the
o truch o {o Rewvel. 3. 17. Thon faift 1 am richy and in-
W oreafl with goods, and have nced of nthing 5 but knowift
g that thon art poor and mifirakfe, and blind and neked.
’ ; It




94 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriftiay, ¥
it would be tedious to tell what experience 37 |
fpeak of the fame thing in our dayes, are there. d I

many that at their firft encrance into Chrifts sk ;‘Qt
never thought that they loved enough, beard, prayeq
bonred enongh, thar had mighty Parts, Gifts and G
and did mightily improve'them to the beft fervices . o »
now are grown buskifb, dry, and barren, and raréy“
hear any fpiritual expreflions from them; Now ok
Meetings burthenfome, Daties tedions, (it as du]luht
der the ufe of Chrifts Ordinances, as though thejy {}n' |
mach did /oarh now , what was once as the mOrniO'
dew to them ; who can withhold being grieved R
afflided at this, unlefs his eyes be out, and his fPirid
tual feeling gone?. It therefore may concern all :hor.
that read this, to make enquiry ‘with themfclvé";
what impreffion fuch tydmgs_ as thefe of decayes i |
Chrifts Houfe, make upon their hearts ; for a“errAble
to ones efteem of things; and making any thing thejy
treafure , will their forrow and trouble be to fe, B
wafting, whether Husband, Wife, Children, Houfe or I
Lands, or the profperity and well-faring of Gogs
Houfe Iye nearer the hearr, mayeafilybe difcerneq
the effé@s that will follow ; O Lord, what 51y i
swhen Ifracl turns their backs npon thiir encmies\ fip.y I
Cananites, andibe Inbabitants of the _lcmd oall begy,
it and environ us vound, and wémt_zwlt thoz do forsh
g;mt name ? Jofh. 7.8, 9. fefonainthe fight or flighy
might have been taken or flain, yetthatis not highe: |
in his thought, nor lyeth neareft to his heart; his
great fear is what t0 do for the GREA T NAME:
fearing the ‘Cananite fhould have occafion to fpeqp
lightly of it : 1 would not by what hath been faid,
be thought to prohibit perfons being troubled ar oy,
ward decay, that would be away to hold them frop -
fuach diligence asought to be, toremove or prevent ity W
bur

e
s
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s but«s ‘875 0f a Dying or Decaying Chriftian, 4
:‘0"“' demwc- May know ‘whether we are lefs. troubled ar
o€ ﬂﬂl fo"oy _ln Ch!‘lﬁs Houfc" [hqn in our Ov'vn . by t’h:!’e
; win . :
i En ‘ ;
b g to 'é’y obferving which way the driftof our prag-
1% mofy I od bends molt, where the Shoe pincherh
5 Whe’n“ere the complaint will be moft preyalent,
e deca itwo ftraits meet, decay in Chrifts Flouft, a0
o0 COnchn Em own, it isa time of twyal which caule or .
% perfor ath the highelt room inour kearts. What
% beng 5[ moft value, that they moft remember apd
- Diric their care to preferve, if in time of prayer yout
A 4”.d Dit ‘un more our for reparation of your own houfe
i o a (T than of the Honfz of Giod 5. chis s lamentable fad,
t be fora lamentation, though it istruth, de-

]'e dan et i
| €2y in oy " : ,
\rown houfe, is traly a rryal, and ought @

)
lfdv. fl}”akc n

| g inthe ¢ of dili o is the
o llc‘ Nief o : work of diligence, yet togive t!ll)lf i
ot S the one thi 15 to preferre the {malleflt matrers before
hel! € thing needful orchicf concern. Let uis read for

"2 Our ; :
o r:],;;m[im“o“ Davids {pitit, Pfal:137.6- If 1 doe*
fis* ”’01-!"/? e thee lor my tongue cleaye to the rq_af of \my
' S;? » if 1 pr eferre mor Ferufalem above my chief joy-

40 ccondly, by obfetving in which channel our com- «

a 3
p f‘nlélés.to men run moft, as our . prajing o God; 1ff chie
#1 like oo Fan molt for our own domeftick affaicd, 1010

#7 thay b‘:”’;‘?f whenwe meet and greer,onc, another }?
17 With ¢ ;]c uppermoft in our thoughts, an_d we big
t tlire, as 1t were to be delivered; 1UiS ev1dcn~c

helt ap concern Jies nearer our hearts than Chrifts , elfe
B whe, 2O to affirm where the contrary is, even
iFs | Ered“ Pinching ftraits do poffefs, it is farce remem-
 and him occafionally, efpecially in che height of Chrift
b bledfe $ Churches fervice, and then comes home. that
o0 Carefy] ordial as to outward things, not tobe. overs
0% &ation wi itin every conditionby prayer and. fuppli-
s o0 With thankfaiving o fet our requelts be made
pit , H kopowi.
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known to God, who hath faidit, and never py |
he will fupplgr all wantsin fix troubles, ap d?r faileg |1
he never did, nor never will forfake thofe tln feaye?
ficlt his Kingdom or concern, but either will o
afull portion of fupply in the kind, or of c§n¥;e thep,
advantage {ome other way; teaching them fe R0t ¢
perience to {ay thisis the belt condition, a fweom $
fel brought out of a bitter herb. ? €t mg,
But thirdly , when the thoughts of our owp I
‘decayes ave {oprevalent . that they moleft us il()ufe
higheft of our fpiritual performances, this is a" the
figu of lictle fenfe of the decayin Chrilts houfe tep
‘we cannot pray, read, hear, watch, faff, or be'i“’hen
performance of any Gofpel duty, but ftill 5, ejindtm
this awaileth me nothing while Mordeca; the ]ef 8]
at the Kings Gate; on the contrary, a truly gm“"lts
Chiftian all he is and hath is of no value while i Wihed
ill with the Church of God, 0 Lord, what (b }’Eth
When Ifracl tnrneth their backs before their eyps)
‘would God we hid been contencto have dwelc o
other fide of Fordan, for the Canaanite Will heay oglﬁe
and what fhall become of thy great Name, this I It,
. tieat good Fofbras heart, that he mattered not h‘iz’lfo
ing low, fo that foared high; now if thou wilt ki Y-
this people as one man, then the Egyptians fhall alf
ofit, and will fay , becanfe God was not able ¢ dez-m
¢Bem bath be done this. Ol rather Lord Ibefeec :;fr
blot my name out of thy book. te
Fourthly,  Whether in compaffion our chojce 4. -
fiers the leffer call, and rejects the greater, thata- 3
-we will rather put our helping handto the rcﬂ‘Ovim*
the decay of our houfe, than Chrits houfe, this i l“ |
“an evident token of great declenfion. Byr flowa :ﬁ
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“thefe Marks may be prevented or removed ; 1
God afiifting give fome brief help, and fo éon i
this fign, 3 AT cluge |
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Firlt by fhewing the greac poflibilicy of fpiritual
i decay or declenfion from our firft love to Chriftand
his people, both Scriptureand Experience doth fully
# rteach, thatit is a hard work to begintodo we/, and
i} ceafe todocvil, and a harder work to continue to o
" well, and remain for years inthe fame frame of fpirit
§ and vigor for God;to flourifh liKe the green Bay trec
ff  to renew our firength,and retain our fpiritual lieat isd
| very difficult work eafie in the za/kof , bot hard inthe
- walk ofibut it i the hardeft work of all #o end well,to re-
# main the fime 1ill death doth clofe up our éyes is 2
i talk fo difficult, that nothing fRort of the mighty pow-
M. erof God can ever bring us to period inic : all the
i feven flourifhing Churches in Afia fave two blame
#. worthy, though chey had many good things in them,
' yetin dangerto be anchurch, {o far from a thordugli
b1, Perfeverance in univerfal obedience : And of fix hun-
dred thoufand that went after God in the Wildcrnefs
.. but two enter’d Canaan. The thoufands of cautions 1
(4 Scripture to take heed, Watch, pray doth fufficiently de-
| clare how bard a work itis o ftand and keep our
| sround, and on the contrary how eafie it is t0 decline
i and let go our firlt unwearied diligence : A1y people
s bave compmitted iwo evils, they have forfaken’ the four-
(. tainof //'vfng Waters, and bave bewn ont to themfelves
o Cifterns, broken Cifterns, that can hold no water, Jer.
2. 13. ‘Therefore faith the Spiric to the Ephefiar
- Church, chap. 6. 11. 13- Put on thewdiole armour of
_-God, that ye may be able to ftand again(t all che wilés
il Of the Devil] and having donie all ro fland s as if the
. Spirit fhould fay, itis as mgch as ever you can doéto
keep from {lipping and fallinywlien you have done all,
. for you fight notonly with flefh afid blood, bat witli
‘ ﬁﬁrltunl wickednefs in high placss, perfwading thermt
- 19 be sloathed with Chrifltian afmour on every parc
: H 1 : praying
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praying alwayes with all prayer and fupplication 5
watching thereto withall perfeverance; whar g, nd
you 1 fay to. all watch, watch, watch, and pray thyr to
times together gives Chrilt Jefus this counfe] ¢q hﬁc
Difciples, left they be foild by rempration. s
But fecondly,chat the decay in Chrifts houfe ang 3
own heart may both trouble you when they come
fhall humbly offer this bleffed expedient,  that yoy t;kl
diligent heedto mainwinthe fame [infe of that undoy

and helplefs condition which grace found you j, by

your firft copverfion to the day of your defolugjpy.

what .were you before converlion, Rebels, Enemipg; !

sour minds, darkne(s, Fiends of Hell, Evemies of e,

ven, haters of God, full of all 1niquicy , yousr ;lgrm; :

" H of dice;
are anopen [epulcher, your tongues 47 fu ceit, 4
Pg]ﬁn ofg Afpf snder your lips, Jo#r mouths full of cmﬁ”;

and birternefs , yovr fee ¢ [wift 2 ek blacd, bﬂvi;{g ng

fear of God before Jour es. Was not this your ftage, ¢y

o ever forget ¢ hofe black deeds of darknefs yoy py, -

“1 0 and wasgivenup unto, ferving divers |,
gg‘j{ [;?éafz:lrcs - D% you not remember .When the ﬁ?ﬂ;
wakening came,ittold you thfl.t at thar time you weps
wichout Chrift, whichis the inler o all mifery, alieps
from the Commeon-wealth of Irael , ftrangers [ the
Covenants of promifé , having no hope, and Withog,
God in the world, which is thcﬁnali Con_dllﬁon o
mifery;, Ephef. 2- 12. Had you died in this eftace, thew
what ot have become of you, for the end of thefy
things is death, not temporal only but eternal; f,4,

that doe fuch things Joall ot inberst the Kingdom of God.*

Can you forgec thofe dreadful bicter cries and thag 4y,
guifh you were in when the commandment came
Did not {in then revive & you die?Were notfuch a5 this
your language, wo,woismel am undone, 1 fhall pe
damned to all etexnity mercy is gone, i is gone, it s 00

late,

your




L of @ Dying or Decaying Chriftian :
i date, mydayis over? Do you not yomemen I; ?9
:;;”R?wl written within and without, L:;:z:};f;t‘l)lt-
aﬁ'd;mmg and woe? Did not your fleep depart from 1’0;!;
/e your {tomachs naufeate its meac? Did not dz:ru’
it ﬂ"an; and Confcience tear you ? Were not this m!m
k'ﬂ nd [?ég?gffngch more in the dayes'of your convig:ti;]r:
W from Choit : n} How welcome then would one (misle
: Yf} in that bitteJrL ;l\s B Dl o MV Popcd BEaRS
yhh Ear, Sonb gony , but to have whifpered inthy
i would ¢ of good chear, thy Sinsare forgs b
W th(e):uD ln0t fulch 2 word have been as Lifg“g'z’n: :l:i’
d;‘ b t":;ad; did rot your Hearts then fay, fpeak L'ordc
sl chroy fi'ﬂv"(f)rd’ have mercy off fy Soul, wafh me
,,f(' Sin % y from my iniquity, and cleanfe mefrom‘m
. or I acknowledg my tranfgreffion,” and mY
i readyaig i:er before me; follows me fike a 4I~i0§
B e e o Prey! Oh call
1% ov mbrance your Confeflions and Promifes look
. | er your Dyar Boak di 3
8 Mouth then befc]e h the 10 o Yo Bt g0
[ﬁj give your Sin whi (il the Lord, that he woud for-
A R which was greac ; did you not tell bim
"Yogj pﬂrdfnwfgld waz yours, YOL,I would give. it for a
i P yourﬁéﬂd‘ orn for your Tranfgreffion . and the
B 1ot Contience nom. it the Sin of yiur Sorls 5 ask
i more nfcience now , if this and a thoufand times
ﬁd I will l‘.”“‘ not your Language then; did not youfa
M ey ro"l: at thy Majefties feet, ye;t feed upo}n' 'ulgy’
" Still bv.:l my mouth in Afhes , let me buc find MErc ;
d-’ eth abot Confcience, and rebuke the Dpwil that 37
B ih ut to devonr me, Brother Convert, i gh'-
ﬂ“m . oliwhatecHematter ooy s whavin Snolt_: 15
by th;r?)g ch'angei dgth the decay in’Chr.i{is hﬁinfe“thls
is tl -W?t Hearr, little or not ac all trouble che Eh
, no-l:!s range change’, wilc thou turn Mo( &e,whcncc
i thing, bur a Miracle can fave thee , fi s ihes
i L €€, 1tom a fatal fi-
k. wal




¥00 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chrifliag :
nal fall ; what meancth this bleeting of Shee :

Jowing of Oxen; what more in deﬁt t0a Seivpi ang
and lefs humble, Iefs tbankful, lefs Wﬂff/zﬁzl, lf;lh‘:

5{;’#!, lefs painful; whither will this Lring ;P‘f"
u A

where will it end; oh call to remembrance foaed
whencethou artfaln, and repentand do thy firf} w
ot elle God will come upon thee | and remgy, e

, ‘ne ¢ ]
Candleftick, unchurch and difmember thee . fxth :
thow repent Rev, 2. 5. Thumblybeg fuch Chrmiancse”

Aare going intathis declenfion | that they would du;{s
¥

confider what hath been offered , and callto repg,
brancetheir own evil ways and doings thac Werec ¥
good, and abhor themfelves for ever in Duftand Ag,
shis will make Chrift in his Vifits, Mercies, and Cpige)
yeaevery ftate and firait welcome ftill; fo wij| .y,gs,
grow up likethe green Bay Tree, yeatallerip Hum‘u
lity then the Cedarin Lebanon: the bleﬂing of Gol;

wgreat. end. Amen, Anen,

CHAP. XV,

Shewing thar want of ‘weeping in fome , when othy,, o \

Chrifts Children with grief are flooping, declay,, ficl
to bim_adying : [hewing alfoin four refpets p, "” d
ave to pitty; with fonr Remedics againft 1);. '[_)?f
K;"hz‘)".o 7o i ; e J { ‘ If

SIGN X¥W
. Wﬂm Jou can fee Cbr_zﬁf Childres IMIDcd‘

‘with trouble , and you ot or lits].
Sympathize withthen, 0 iz
“ dishough afflittion cometh not forth omt of 4, duft

4 ¢ N . e e >
ff”/”r cfoﬂ? trrmétf; fpn’ng ot of ot gro.ml;d-: It

i\
] ‘ X &g
13

bring my poor Mite home to your Hearts, g thig ]




Signs of @ Dying or Decaying Chriftian. 10X
W 55 born untotronble, as the fparks fi) upward, Job 5,6.7-
Xlere the ‘Scripture filent , every mans ¢xperience
oth {ufficiently evidence mans very Srate here, tobea
1% State of trouble , neither Sex nor Age, not Employ-
yi} ment, nor ontward Efltate, whither high or low,
] rich or poor , isexempted from trouble , while there,
alt is a Devil to tempt, a World to allure, a frail Body
W8 of Infirmities , shere will be trouble gotothe Coutt,
# and there is Hand, Head, and Heatt full of srouble;s
) the Throne is big wich bufinefs ftill in trouble ; 10
trouble again till out of trouble, that is the prefent
i condition; not atallat reft, becaufe it ‘is not other-
wife , impatient for a change, and yet as quickly
ol weary of the change when attained ; defices frill
| growing, yea, new motions ftill actending AZor~

d zals: GorotheCity and the thoufands there, £i al+
| {o with bufinefs, running hicher and thicher , fome

ot wringing of hands for forrow ; Sicknefsis come to the
' windows , and Death to the bed fide ; here is wai
¥ ling for an onely Son , and there is the groaring of the.
] opprefled, wifhing at Evening, would God it ‘were
| Morning, and no fooner hath-the Sun appeared for
§ meq Minutes in its Lultce, but they are wilh-
ing it were Evening again; fome pincing awdy withy
pinching Hunger , for want of the Fruis of the Field;
others pineing away with a pinching Difeafe, have
Meat but no Appetite; fome cryingoutI go Child-
% lefs, give me Children or elfe Idye; others wailing
- actheir misfortunes, wo is me that ever 1 wasa Father
or a Mother ; in reftno where, Pallace nor Prifor,
Market not Clofet, Citynos Country, Cosrt n0r Campy
can claim this one  Prerogasive ; Here am 1 free from
trouble , the Youth weary of his yoke, the Eye and
Conduc of Father or Mafter is too ftraic, his Bonds
00 great to hold lon%i\ the Reiga¢ mutt be lengthe-
‘ ; 4 £Ene )

-




Y02 Signs of 4 Dying or Decaying Chrfliig,.
ned, or allisoutof order,yet but a few Month o,
every wayas {trange | this yeara Prifoner in the fe
becaufle not at his own hands , making his oypy, pm“'_j,
fion ; next yeara Slave to a cruel Goaler, |q k_n.
through Iron Grates feaven fold more apfifonerg
Oh, whatis Man, where is reft for him to b
under the Sun. Doth not experience tell us, Wy
wood and Gall attends us every where, ebbing i
flowing every 24 hours, ang unltable as the Water?
Country life too Agelancholy,Citty Lifetoo foliy, Why}
period of our Life fhall we call free , from Birt
Dearl; from feven dayes.old, to feventy years of
all Labour and Travel. Do we ot come ingg thé
world with crying, doth not pain with Hunge, o
Cold , pinch vsas early s we are born, the heypy
the Fathir gladzo day that he hath.a oz, but to Mop.
row much more fad, for the buble difappeared, and
gone to its place : If we live till fcvenbyearrs of 4,
have we not feven Changes by then, is not the beg
of that oy now turned into ¥ Pormwood witha f, R
-~ fity ‘do we float upon the water a lictle longel_-, ang
make our Aothers Heart glad 5 very poflibleic i, bug
thatitmay bethe more fud before our Tragedy oy
anon comes Tidings the fall of a Tyl, ordepth of tha
swater, or crufh of ‘the wheel hath broke our curjgy
Penus Glafsall to pieces; bur dowe float a ligtfe lone
ger, and getfrom undér the Wingof our Giardig,
arriving at a Marriage State, ere our firf? bory hath
floated one Month in the World,our Mouths are O,

and thus from Period to Period thould we attain rg 15

utmoft age of Manandength of time | it is 3| but o
Span’; and here wemuft conclude with the Preachy,
in much Wifdom is much Grief , and he thag increafer

Knpwledge increafeth Sorrow ; Eccle. 1, wit, Thus oup

wain fife from age to age in all its periods begins with

Cging’

> found; '

e — e — v, = e e s e S, S Re S T, TeosmSaswe, SO WS. SmSwenSam.
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Signs of 2 Dying or Decaying Chriftian. 163
wing , and clofeth with trembling 5 afraid of what is "
Whigh, and fears in the way, and the Almond Tree , looks
hite, and the grinders growes low , and the Graftop-
er 35 & Brvden |, and defire fails, and Man gocth to his
ong home , and the Monyners Zo about the Streets | V-
wity of wanities [aith the Preacher, allis vanity ; and
:;, his is your Scate, thisis your portion under the Sun,
a"1Oh ye fonsof Men ; all this youmay read inthe book
410? Nature : But cometothe Book of Scriptures’, had
inot. Facob his trouble 5 the days of the years of my
g Pilgramage are 130 years; few andevil, or troublefome
IG’”ﬁdve they been, (Gen. 47. 9 ) fob bad his zreubles
frt’“f jand was weary wich complaining, pavid bowed down
gl with tronble | “Jevemiah in lamentable Complaints ' St
plﬂ’ \Panls words from: Bisth to Death may be heretiken
§#% up, evenunto this prefent hout.” #we both hunger and
e it @irﬂ, are naked and buffered, aid have w0 certain dwel-
{ djl”’g place , never at relt wherever we aré, noc nevet
#3 fhall be under the Sun; - thus much+for explication of
gy this term in the Sign, namely tronble, which thoughit
gt carry a partin the Sign', yer the dittinguifhing mark
yitb' | OF decaying in Godline(s s, whenany of thefe kind -of
Wﬁ tronbles are the ‘portion of others, we can fee it or
B know ic with lictle or no Simpathy. For when trou-
ﬁ ble or affliGions of any kind from the Lord,

M Zrc great upon fome, it is an evident token' of

gy decay in fuch, as have not a fellow-feeling to-
i wards cheny. * pproe to them that are at eafe i Zion,
(‘f"”"{ lye' upon Beds of ITvory , ftretching them(elves npon
fr their conches that drink. their wine in bowls , and anoint

gy themfelves With chief Oynements , but are 7ot grieved
W for the afflittion of ' Fofeph, 'in Amos 6. from the1. to
y [he7. Sofe we may fee there lived a carelefs life ,
feedingto the full | hid even what heart could wilh,

il fclt not the teoublein perfon, thitrat the fume e
g wias




404 Signs of a Dying oy Decaying
was their brerhrens portion ; yet are not grje

the, afflictions of Fofeph | byt lived at theg hc‘irgitfor
Joy, under their own fulnefs , and were noe com of
fionately affelted with others penury; 'rhis‘gﬂf.
been found among the people of ‘God | by i R :tb
from them , Nwumb. 20. We thall find thap 1"‘11
wasin great diftrefs, and begs their brothep P

{who knew all the travail that had befalleq them) fucs

let them pafs by his high way ; but he fhewed th

no pitey, was 'fallen from that fympathiziy Spiry
that oughttobe in him. God will not forget tq ta ¢
notice of this, and reckon for it; which proyg, th;
pitty in his people oneto another, is Gods expe &at
tion from them, Amos 1, V1. Thus faith 1}, i %
for three tranfgrefions of Edom, and for fouy 174
not tury away the pum:/'bment thcreof, éffﬂﬂﬁ IJL‘
Jued bjs Brother withthe Sword, and cafp o
174

Pl
“”Pit’.

(though Gods own people) that have broughy b§
gheir finning , what mifery is come upon them ?
Anfiv. Yes, God expes this from his Peoples
encmies , how much rather from the{r friends 77, ‘
5, 6, Sit thu filent, and get thee into ddrkngﬁ., -
:D,ayglmr of the Caldeans, for thou foalt no more be cqy.
ledthe Ladyof Kingdomes; Iwas wroth thb‘nv Pegd
ple , andgave them into thy bands, but thoy didfp o,
thews mo pitty, upon tb_e ancient baft thow uery lﬂmv,‘[}
Laidthy yoak; For this canfe they muft get thep, intg
darknefs , clearly noting, that thoug

peoples evils, doafflict aqd trouble chen! , Vet iris W
atall, either to warrant his people, or his peoples ene.
mics: to add tothe burzhen_he layeth upon tf_lem; b
on the contrary callsfor pitty, yet not pitry &
their fins, but fuch pitty as may reduce them fro

theirfins,” = : Firt

Cbr,j}i‘”z. -

Wiy

~ But fome may Object and fay, fhall We pitty thofy . §

h God for p;,*




Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriftian. 105
. Firlk, in taking notice ghat they are in mifery,
Resmensber O Lord what is come upon #s , confider and be-
old ony reproach. The Church counts it ‘of tendenc
o her healing by having her affliction taken notice of.
Secondly, you muft pitcy them in helping them to
nderftand the caufe why it is come Lam. 3.36. Where-
W8fore doth the living mapsomplain, aman for the punif:
Wlment of bis fin,
4 Thirdly, "Pitcyin proyoaking themto fearch and try
Atheir ways, and curn to the Lord their God.
¥ Fourthly , Picty in helping them down, that is,
i laying the difpleafure of God before them to humble
them ; and when duly humbled, to comfort them ;
lelt foch fhould be fwallowed up with over mugch for-
grow; Wemay conclude this evil to be very common
it | among profefiors, and it may call upon them to felf-
il examining, whether, and wherein they are under this
40 Ipiritual decay , for the removing or preventing O
f ' which, I fhall offer three or four things briefly, and

| fo conclude this Sign: G
Wy Tirlt, to confider the precepts for this duty, and
roug‘from whom they. come, Rom, 12.10,14: Be kindly
i 5 affetionate one to awother , with brotherly love, i b=
ilo. #onr preferring ome gnothey y weep with them that weep;
WU put on as the elett of. God, bowelsof mercy , Rindnefs
W bumblencfs of mind, mecknefs, long fuifering 5 Who #s af~
ﬂi&‘ed, and I burn not ? )
M ; Secondly ; confider the danger of being wanting
ere,
g8« Firlt, itmakes us moft unlike God , ix all their af-
|}'¥ ‘ﬁ:ﬂiom hewas aflited, e
i Secondly, Itopensadoor to let in upon us equal mi-
i, fcx_ry, Amus 6.7, Therefore fhall they go intocaptivity,
0 withihe firft that go captive, and the banquir of thems
By vGar flreech themfelves foalt be yemoved, :

......

i . : Thirdly,
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w06 Signs of a Dying or Décaying Chy; o
Thirdly, it leads the way to heart-hardning
7. 10. Opprefs not the widoW , fatherlefs, f?‘nn echcl,;
Poer; bnt th‘:}' "ff’ﬁd o bearken, and mady theiy é',’“or
as an Adamant [Fone. Poap,

A third belp againftthis decay , isto be confiy.
ring or laying to heart the condition of fuch 5 hige)
itmay now be, and yet may be our own ; 5 thar 8
[piritual y rveffore fuch an onein the (pivic of m“kﬂe;"
Confidering thy [elf, left thow alfo be tempred, éary, (%
anothers Burthens, andfo fulfil the Law of szrige
Gal. 6. beginning. : _ {
- Fourthly, A fourthbelpagainft this decay, look
the Lord fefus for your Copy , and write ‘afiet hi
he could fee no Saint or Sinner bowed wich rout)
but he had fympathy for them, the Garmen; of e

. pitty was ready to over fprqad all perfons, ang in ﬂl?
conditions ; behold his pradtice for your example

Aund great Multitudes came to him , having with the,

thofe that were lame, blind, dumb, and maimed Can
fting them down at 7efws feer (whatthen) and pp ey,

led them faying, I have Compaffion on the Afuly, J

becanfe they bave continned with me three days | a4 hes,

sothing to cat , 1 will not fend chem away Faftiyg | it
they Faint by the way; How oftenwould hef, :

pitty have healed ferafajems , and when it was 5

and the day of their Vifitation over ; yet he €anng)

come near the City , bu falls a weeping to fhog, bis
fympathy, though'they had finned palt recovery , like
ehat worthy paflage Zuke 10. that left Zerufy,, &
the Chuyrch, and went down to Ferico or the Wog|

and there fell among Thieves,, . which ftripped
wonnded him, and left him half dead ; they
the Pr;qﬁ, he looks on’, and away goes he.

COomeg

' ﬂ- 33 then
comes a Lcvite and looks on,- pafling away [ikeyig.

e faw
him

aow comes this good Samaritan, and when |

lﬂte :

e

% 3
hi, |
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im he went rearer . and had compaflion on him,
,;Jd not only fhake the head , and fay the Zord kelp
b ce, be warmed and filled, bur went nearer yet, and
2ound up his wounds, powringin Wine(o chear bim

11 hig fainting , and Oyleto heal him of his Grief,

ol and fets hir ‘on his beaft , and brings himto an Inn,

% nd takes care of him. 1In al his peoples afflictions
¢ was afflicted ; letevery one of us therefore pleafe
~ g’“h. Sympathy his Neighbour , for bis good to Ed{-
o 10N, foy cven Chrift pleafed not bimfelf , but as 3
¥ Written | the reproaches of . thens that Reproached thee
“ onme, Rom. 15. 2, 3.

CHAP XVI

(b Sbm;'”g that When the name 'of Chriff , and credit o
bis Gofpel ; 45 not fo dear tofn avperfmal [fuffering?
. e arcthen fuvely on the dying band: "_”d, tht ’2
“fate, body and life , we oxght.to (ubmit if called
Yo [uffering : with four canfe:of decay heres

SIGN XVL

it ) V "7 Hen yon willyather betray the Nane
G N N/ G fis, and she vt of
gty % Gofpel by "your [ilence then appear for #
20 your own [uffering and difparagement.
rh_ree things may be obfervable as to the opening
Of this Sign,
Firlt, what is meant by the Name of ]e(_'us. .
ime refers to his perfon , and properties, 45 his
Power, wifdom, Judgment , mercy, juftice, §00¢~
Befs ; difhonour done to all or any of thefe, 1s done

t him, becaufe this isthe matter or fubﬁancc he 1§
Made knowa by, and nnderftood to be ; tis clcazrv that
® . vt b wnd v tetieg e e M s (i s @ e o Neliaas &'w d”’g




