
Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriflian. 61 
il> Do but read the Titles they give tlie one and the Title 
J they give the other-, what is the Holy Scripture, a 
J A D E A D L E T T E R , that is its naftic; A three 
y and fixpenny piece : What are their Pamphlets names, 
Jl L O V E T O T H E L O S T , or a hand held forth 
1̂1 to the helplefs. The uincim of d^yes is come. Th 
ĵl) meafurir^ Recti of the Lcrd : The Morning watch t 

'J Se-Ven Thunders utterifig their voices : Mfffttgefent 
J f^rth from the rifen feed if God : The neVf Creation 
A &ro fight forth: Beams of eternal hriihtnefs : TheTrum-
' j( ftt of the Lcrd fomdingforth: The Brafn Serpent lifted 
h up : J4 Salutation frvm the breathings of life •. A ten-
h dcr Vifitation of the Fathers love to all the eleft Ctii -
h dren : A true light Oiining in England : The everlali-
1\ ing Rule born witncfs unto : The Banner of love: Tjie 

( fcactered Sheep fought after : Joyful tydings to tiie 
VJ begotten of God in all ; The everkaing Gofpej ot Kc-

pcntance and remiflion of fins held forth; A dorc o-
j pencd to the imprifoned feed in the Wor ld ; Agenc-
h ral Epiaie to the Aflembly of the Firftborn; 1 " ^ 
.|() true and everlafling Rule,&c. 

^ C H A P I X . 
I^j She^i.ing that an itching ear inChrifiians after Novelties^ 
'̂ rf I'lfpiaks them decaying togodtinefs; vithfonr Jlme-
5 "^ '^ '^ 
\i S I G N I X . 
J . \ X 7 Hen you are mighty inqniftti've after 
)\ V V Novelties, or neve things, rather than 
(•ij TcholfomeDo£trine. ' ' ' ' 
f \ Tliis Sign is too too common amongfl Profeflbrs, 
' and commonly arifeth from feme diflike that they 

sake, becaufc things go not juft as they wiJl have 
li'i them , after the light of their own eyes, fuch may 
[if,/ know. 



62 signs of a Dying or Decaying Chrijij^^^ 
know chetnfelves, or ac Icaft be known by their • 
ftabilicy or running froin one thing CO another ^ as 'v" 
lomon faith , given to change, no longer content j 
than while they areprofecUtingfome notion orott 
that hath in it the face of new, and i f with their rf^' 
tioit they prove to be accepted, thcn perhaps quiê '̂ ^ 
for a while, till fome other hew conceit take then 
bur i f not accepted; then theyfwell fobig, that t / ' 
bounds of the Church are too flrait to hold them, j^^^, 
fare from hence hath rifen the multitude of dividi^^ 
in opinion, that now are on foot in our Land, n^^* 
gk owing confidently conceited that they arc in J.*̂  
right, and no reafon fliall fway them; but if tĵ ,̂-*̂  
off:r be rejected, then prefently they m;ikea fchifn"^ 
and foibiving to get a party, crying out of great ip' 
jiiftice, a: (hough truth Wereohely in them, andvyiih' 
Itood becaufc their Notion is withftood. All th'i' 
while the great end of Church being, and Ordinance', 
ap ointKig (to witfdification) notioiiiuch asthoughf 
of, but forgetting that bIe(Ted rule of Chrift Jefuj j° ,̂  
fol'lowers (who became all things to all men th;it they 
rniglit gain the more) drive on furioufly, and conig 
what will come in the iffue, all muft prefehtly be 
thev fee,or elfe they will be gone-, whereas Cod knows 
it ihey w^re narrowly looked into, they would be 
found of the fimple that are apt to believe every word 
w!'i!e the prude nt looks well to his goings, not haftv 
to receive, norhalty to forgo what he hath already 

>"i;y this I would not be underftood to palliate men -
who count others giddy-headed for leaving an old 
Romidi form, when by God they are otheiwifcpe,. 
fwided, lig^t breaking in, and. truth being made ma
rt ifell • but nther indeed would by this give fuch 
underhand, that the drift of what is here pointed at. 



' S igKs of a Dying or Decaying Chrijiian. 6 ^ 
' h:ithrefpeft to fuch Ss in a right conftituted Church 

cannot be contented; not in theleaft encouraging a-
j 'ny others to be contented with falfe fettkmcnt, igno-
/rant iy concluding, that i f they change, i t will be to 
,(i*fomething new and not true. Men may change, but 
Mj^ "luft be for the better , yet how apt areperfons to 
f be afFcQed with changes, that they will change though 
fi'Jt beforthevvorft: Atluchfortofpeoplemy drift is.it ' 
[111 being an evil that the Scripture is not wanting to tell 

^xad. 3 2. in the beginning, while A^ofes is but 
fftbfetit for a while from jfrael, tky crj to Aaron to make 
^^them new Gods, faying, that thcfe be thy Gods O ifrad 5 
,ii «n likemanncr, asyoumayreadiniV^w^ U-f i -com-
.l pared with 21. 5. Gods own appointment thnc once 
[(I'was welcome to them, now they loath it, while it re-
fffOiiins the fame from Gods own continued inlHtution,i 
Jifyet they were a weary of i t , calling it light bread 1 
jl'An unfettled people taken with new thing-: beciufe 
fljjncw, and a weary of this though true bread. The Au-
i thor to the Hebrews^ chap. 1 3 . 8 9 fccms to rebuke 
Ji ^ich a fpirit as this, fefus Chrifl, \he fame jcftcrday, to 
•frfJ' and for ever ; Be not carried away with divc/s aM 
^ftrange DoHrinet : clearly noting, that tfiey were re.i-
N y to hearken after fomething or other that would 

<̂="'̂ ed to their fubverting That we henceforth 
f t - ? ' " ' " ' C/,//^r;» tofed too and fro, and carried about 

fveith every wind ofdaElrine, (not<tihu)by the fight of 
•ftnen, and cunning craftiwfs , whereby the] lie in ttait 
ifto deceivei/dgrowing up into him in all things, which 

p f t^"^ thrift. All which premifcd^bcfpeak? 
care to be how they may Hand mmovcable^ 

' / t k ""^ ^^""ndin;^ in the Veay of the Lord, and not 
,f ,o be fooji moved in'their minds from their Ibnding^ 

~n\k of fomc new fpirit that fesms to proffer it 

V - ' " A ? 



6 4 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chrijiia„^ 
As a help cherefore againO: this decay, I , 

humbly offer three or four diredions, and fo cond A 
this Sign; ' '̂̂ ^ 

That you would pray often for Gods leading bef 
you take upon his Profeffion ; Religion is a holy x.v^^^ 
tand-mark,a fetting bounds to a mans wayes, fquj^-^*^ 
them by, and ordering them according to the wrlt!"^ 
Word of God : Take away the Scriptures, and v^^ 
take away Religions vifible Rule : When the 
ftion was propounded by what means may a yol 
man deanfe his way, it was anfwered in the i^^' 
fp i r i t . By taking heed thereto according to M'^ 
Word. As many as walk according to this Rulepg„'-
be on them : I t is a bleffed Antidote againft tk̂ .*̂  
fpir i t of diftraftion that attends many in being f 
curious and inquifitive after Novelties (that th 
tun hither and thither like Ncahs Dove, reftinp 
where) to pray often that God vvould fettle and ft 
blifli them in his truth ; when God leads the Soul af' 
ter himfelf, he openeth the nnderfiatiding^ and gre^t," 
the defire after the good things to come, and 

f I 

h 

7 
leflens the defire after thofe fading good things prefe J 
that our hearts may be ftabliftjed with grace, and tio'r. 
with meat, that is, with the valuable worth otwhac S''!i 
durable, and not to be taken up with what at icsbgn ' f , 
Rate is altogether wwiry. O Chriftians 1 be okf^l/t 
therefore upon your k»eesviithGod, that he Would or ifti 
der your fteps according to his word-, make Poodl''! 
David your Pattern for this, Pfd. iis) 34. Gh^^^^^ 
Uiiderfianding, and I full keep thy Law, yea, f pj^n 
ferve it wiib rr>j whole heart. ;[?!'.| 

2.. As well hear and duly confider what can be fa;/,?';,; 
againft what you are about to receive, as what can 
faid for it. This will but tend to your ftrengtheninp % 
in what is traih : Our Age is an mquiluivc Age^^ 



signs of a Dyif^g or Decaying Chrijlian, 6$ 
f many run to and f r o ; that ivnowledgejs encrcaftand 

f in the mouth o f Babes : God doth Qrdain praifc; 
therefore the World is now nearer to its end, andSa-

! thans malicegrowingmore as his time groweth fliorter; 
ip'J fo that now he doth transform himfelf into an Angel 
j]' o f light, and hath his Agents at work, to caufe, i f pof-
M fjble, many perfons to Llumblc and fall by being too 
w fodainly taken with what comes in their way, that is, 
9 neither ducly weighing for nor pgainfl; like our Pro-

verb. Early rife, and early rotten, that is, taken with a 
,̂3̂  new thing, bccaufe new, without pondering how far 
\^ true; i f a man fall in truths way, and clofe there, it 
ig'' doth not commend: the noblencfs of his wifdom , 
îil'i though truth be taken, i f he fell in with it upon too 

/ ignoble tcarms. What makes fo many in our dayes 
lulfil the Apoflles words, Gal. i.6. I marvel that jot* 

£ fo foon removed from him that called jcit into the 
tW\ grace of Chrifi to another Gofpel. Whatis the matter? 
J. Did you not fully confider what a Valuable truth you 
.9 at hrft made your choice ? When any one hcareth the 
I f . word of the Kingdom, and mderfiandeth it not, thap 
jj Jsin the extent, or to its worth, feeth not that Jewel 
J f j «n It that would make any finner fell all for its price; 
> <uch are quickly offended, and fofoon turned afidc; 

,|fi and yet at the f^rfl: heard the word, and with joy rc-
tewed i t ; but rain defcended, floods came, and the ' 

U perfccution blew upon them, fo that by and 
I "FH ^ P̂-"̂ ^ '̂ ^^y offended, and turn 

n "̂  w ^^^ '̂̂ '̂ '̂ ^ Spirits ccunfel is exprefs that we prove 
J '^'i things, and then holdfafl that which is good. He 
f JJiat goes to build, and confiders nor the coft, wlu ther 
/ "3ve fufficient tofinif t i , may meet with that Gofpel 

^'^T^a,' ^^^^ "^^^ to build, but wasnoc able 
• t iniih; this makes fo many too early cfpoufed in a 
•'nagetye turn extravagant; they cdnfider not the 

' F 2 char^t" 



66 Signs of A Dying or Decaying Chriftia»^ 
cbarsc of* a Family, the lofs of children, the coaof 
fickneiTc, thelhoufands of neceffities that adojnefticu 
ftate would call for beyond a fingle life : Thus th^ 
burden grows too heavy, bemg not from forewarnM 
fore-arm'd, whilft he that tried all things confidercj 
the coft, counted op beforehand what hath hapncd, 
made it bis f r « choice, takes up his crofs, like thj 
fioodMothcrquickly reconciled with a mormngfn^j, 
from her dearBibe.as a fufiicient compcnfation fo' 
rhe laft nights toy!-

- Be careful that you be able to warrant ever, 
^rinriolc o f vour prsdice, at leaft by two or x^J 

scripture. Let (faith the holy Apoflle P.^^ 
the word of God dwell in you richly, teaching 
«dmoniftringone another. E^P«"^"^^^ " | f V cloud. 
ed Conference may be feared " e m may be hardened 
underftanding.blinded,; butfhil ^^^aw >s J.ght, 
WordofGod abidethfor ever. OurblefTed Lordth^ 
wanted not other arguments to damp the Tempts, ^ 
wSes the Scriptures, yet becaufc that i , a fu ' , 
^^iTnMc t i i i m o n y , be fly« thither for 

encounter Satan w.thall,ftiH r^^ying,^ u f 

f me reply to three great and fcveral temptations plai, i 
V teaching toChrilbans, asthefureft rule in th, A 
our of temptation to fly unto. Lor this caufe th, 
oly Scriptures are rightly ftil d the Sp.r.ts S 

^ 4 rf rid When the Difciples hearts were heaw -
r , ; ;^ l !e^ with forrow about ChriRs Paflion, ^ 
d^h he f^ek to comfbrt and lengthen them, i^J 

• t ^ l h this Cordial) thusius r^nUer^ and thus u h,h,,^^h^ 
Chril to Mer and to r, e aga^n the tkrd day. In \y^^ 
^JZl when our Lord was betrayed, and could ha, ^ 

• S i S CO his help more than twelve Legions of Anĝ -̂  

91 



Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chrifiian, 6 j 
'̂•"'(that is 6000 foot and^GO horfe after the Roman'hC' 

t ''count) a ftrength miich more than they that took him, 
/ t o have refcued him , prefently takes fanduary here, 
il{Mat.26. Btithow thenmufi the Script urcx hftt!-^ 
ittftllcd^ that thus i t muft be. O bleffcd pattern to write 
J'by in all things thus to f i y ; thus faith the word o f 
jjftthe Lord, this Scripture tells me, that I am a great 
'li '̂ finner, one of theworft of finners, and that txccpt I 
J4|repcnt I fhall perifh for ever. It is the word of God 
;/that calls me to believe on the Son of God, in whom 

is the life of the W o r l d , and he thatbelievcth and is 
,1,1 baptized (hall be faved : It is the Word of God tells 
o( mc, firait is ihegate, and narrow is the waj tha t lead-
lli'eth unto life, and he that doth not take up his Crofs 
înland follow Chrif t , cannot be his Difciple^ it is this 

(li^^'ord commands me not oneiytolove God and my 
ir*Brother, but to love my enemies that do roe hurt, and 
gMthoughthisgo greatly againft the grain of my fpinr, 
or'to do good to them that doe evil to me, to give him 
ff^ifere.id inhisftrair, that denied me bread inmyf l ra ' t ; 
; Ŝ but this muft I do that the Scriptures might hcfftipi"^: 
•(f^^^l-Jsthem that CHrfe j o f f , pray for them that dcfpittWlj 

lifejoH and perfecHte jon. Oh I this is a hard Lcffon 
I^^] '̂̂ ''ci£ not thus written; it is Gods Word, and it is 
/ G o d that makes it an eafic Word to mc : my proud 

I heart never would nor could ftoop to this, did not his 
,1; blcffed Word command me fo. Thus Chriftians in all 
5'your fervices let the Word of God go before you, let 

be your Pill ir of Cloud by day, and your Pillar of 
jft i irebyuight, Numb. 9.22. when the Cloud reftcd 
„, Jirael refted, whether it were two daycs, a moncth, 
p.^^ a yea", that the Cloud tarried upon the Taberna-
j/-clc, the Children of Ifrael abode in their Tents and 
nournied not, but when it was taken up they journied. 

1 . i l l s will make yon like the good Builder t h u < '̂/,f 
f': _ F 3 drtf. 



6S signs of a Dying or Decaying Chrifiian 
deep , and laid his Foundation upon a Rock^ f g * . 
rain, wind, and the flouds came, and beat upon K-̂  
Houfe, bur it fell not,, becaufe it was founded unr, 
jVordofGod. . . • ^ 

Fourthly and laf i ly/Would ydu be delivered f 
this dying f\gv\ of being mighty inquifitive after "̂ ^̂  
things rather than wholfome doftrinc, then labon^^ 
far as you are knowers to he doers. Negligence h*̂ ^̂  
provoketh God toiuffer a Spirit of error and deepn'^^ 
lo fall upon many .• i o know is ablefling,if accc ^ 
panied with the end wherefore,^wWf^/^e was 

, namely « doe, but;is >a woe when aloneJou h^' 
ihefe things happy are J e if ye do them. Now I î«<,7i> th* 
thou loveft me, before this tryal thou calledft ^ 
^.ordGod Almighty, and g i veil me good words 
fa idf l l fhould be thy God, and thou wouldeft'u 
mc, and fear me , but now 1 know that thou fear!,? 
me thou haft given a large proof o f i t in this th 
thou haft not withheld thy Son, thy only Son V« 
whom thou loveft, from me but didft at rny ^ t i 
take the Lad, the Son of the Promife and of th 
great aflfedion, and liidft him upon the 
and didft ftretch forth thine band, and tookeft (i\ 

. knife to flay him for an offering to the Lord. This'*^ 
• notonely the fafeft way to increafein knowledge C 
' it is a fure way to have knowledge fmaified, 'tl)„"̂  
doth God blefsour little talent of knowledge with \^ 
creafe, and with,corafort. when we put that little into 
pradife. I f you know thac ihs ftare of fuch and fi,c;, 

• of Gods Children are thirfiy, naked, fick^, andi-n orin; 
and be as unconcerned (or: tlicm as was Ifrael of old fo'l 
their Brethren in Captivity, it wiH bring upon you 
iike woe. V/oe faith the Spirit to them that arc " 
eafein Sicfj, Amos 6 6. thatdnr.k wine in Bowls -mJ 
^noint themfelvcs wich. .chief Ointment, but are no; 



signs of it Dying or Decaying Chrijiian. 6p 
„rieved for die affliftions o{fo/(ph : Snch (ball goe 
.captive with the firfl: that goe captive, they (hall be, 

^'jwh^n God begins to reckon as fingiilar in the puni(h-
piment, as they were in the fin. Oh chat this may be of 

ufe to all, thus far, that they would cry after knowledg, 
Jiand lift up their voice for underftanding; but withal 

'L to remember the b!elling is not here ; This work is 
»\'imperfea , and will not profit till its fellow be added 
J, to it , fam.i.z$. But who fo looketh into the pirfeEl Larv 

'^\^of liberty, andcontinmhtherein, he being not a forgetful 
hearer but a doer of the W-^, (mark that) this man fhall 

i be blejl in his deed. Confider what you read, and the 
blefTmgof God goe along with it. Amen. 

fi ' C H A P . X. 
K Proving us dying to Chrifi, when others finmngs are nat^ 

our forrowings; with two Remedies againfi thts ue-

S I G N X . 
•'''1 W T " ' ^ ^ y^"- '^'^^ ^'^""^ of foul mifcarrtages 
""J V V ^« others i with little or no heart re-

morfe. 
U That is . When the knowledg of others finning 
'y proves not thy forrowing; where the name and no-
Jjt nour of God hes near a heart, a deep wound mult 
"ji needs come at the tydings of mifcarriage, and by this 
fi moft certainly may a growing or declining Chrillian be 

read , and read himfelf if heeded; for anfwerable to 
y .the Ipiritual fenfe or feeling of things, will their be-
y haviour be. A man that is wounded in his body, is 
]J more or kfs aftoni(hed at i t , and amazed by it, as he 

niorcor lefs retains his fenfes- want whereof leffcns 
, aot the wound, it rather (hews the danger of fuch to 

|'[) be the greater Three or four things confidercd roufl 
' rteeds declare, and prove fuch Chriflians not only dy-

F 4 ioR 



70 Signs of a pyipg or Decaying Chrifiiati: 
ing but near dead, as ca n hear of others (kminp ' 
by no means they themfelves toucht with forrow" 
- Firft, the great difhonour that fin brings to 

the fin of no people diftionours God fo much as ^ ' 
fin of Profeffors. Ton have I k»o\>i>n of all the -f!^ 
of the earth, therefore I will pmifhyon f<)r all . ^f 
putties, Mn<':s 3. S. 

Secondly, the great reproach it brings upon tk 
Gofpel; A man that never profeft any thing bet 
than making it his Tradeto fin, though Iiis cflateK"^ 
mifcrablc, yet he profefTes not better; but for fi,<.u^ 
take upon them the name or profefilon of JefusChr ?' 
and not depart from, or agsin turn to iniquity ' ' ^ 
yokes the enemies of God to blafpheme / ^ 
1.12, 

Thirdly, The lamentable mifery that fuch brin 
upon themfelves; There is more hope of one th ^ 
never made any profcfTion; the fin of this is next do ̂ "̂  
toimpoffibility of redemption from final hardening ? 
had been better tky had never known the W-ajof t^^V 
than after depart from the holy commandment, 2 . Pet 2, Z 
4, The evil world by iecing fuch fin , are not otielv 
tempted ;6 remain in their iinful ftatc, but to gi(,^^ 
in i t ; foi- they may think they do but fin, and {it J 
and pleafc therafelves; and if Profeffors fo do, ^hv 
may not they? Thus the Devil fecretly laughj J 
them, and openly gets advantage by them li^y^^ 
fore the ftn of the jomg men was^ very great before the 
Lord, for men abhorred the offering of the Lord. Fl'tt 
Sons that were in the Prieft-hood are fingled out;vi"t[j* 
marks of Go4* difpleaiure, as finners of a deep dye 
infomnch that want of fuitable indignation agiij,[| 
them for their evi! in thi^ir Father Eli, who in other 
things was a good man, brings upon him that, that 
makes the ears of all ifrad that heard of it to tingle 



F signs of a Dying or Decaying Chrijiian. y i 
.0 I Sam. 2 3, 4- What a plague was brought upon 
' I thofe that did evil before the Lord in Mofes time ? 

iif twenty four thoufand flain till Phineas in his zeal to 
|£ the Lord flood up and made ah attonement, Ntunh. 

jji 25. It is without all queftion, that the Nations round 
about, were as to the ad more wiclced andabomma-

[ J ble, as to the fame and fuch like wickednefs; yet we 
do not read of fuch feverity in God toward them, as 

J to thofe his own people that had fecn his miracles, and 
his wonders; were it not thst I feared the wrath of the 

% enemie, left their adverfaries fliould behave them-
? [i felves ftrangely, and fay our hand ts high, and the Lord 
H hath not done this, I would fcattcr my people among 
' ,1 the Nations, but for tempting the wicked to do more 
"'['; wickedly: Gods feverity (hould be fet out 3gamft his 

own people in bitter charaders; this muft needs ren-
d der fuch very much dying to Chrift, that can hear ot 

l"oul mifcarriages in other Profeffors, and not them-
y felves taken with horrour and aftonifliment, My 
J howels , my bowels, I am pained at m) heart, becaHje 

thou haft heard. Oh my foul in ferufalem., the found 
cf the Trumpet, the Alarm off Far; fet a mark upon 
the fore-heads of the men that ftgh and weep fur " 
minations that are done in the middeft thereof^ Ezekiel 
9 • 4- tvill gather them that are forrowfulfor the folemn 

n affemblies, who are of thee, to whom the reproach efit ts 
h (I bHrthe»,Zsph. 3. 18. Doth not the Scripture with 
4( one confent defcribe the growing and declining Chri-
i^/ . flian by this very mark? the one is forrowful, theo-
«I ther mourns not; it is reported there is fornication a-
h. mongfl you, 1 Cor. 5 and you are puffed up, and have 

not rather mourned : clearly nodng, that this was 
none of their vertues, but indeed an evident token of 
fpiritual lofs in them, the contrary being fo honoura
ble in Gods account, viz, a forrowful fpirit at others 

mifdoings -, 



72 SignsofaDyingorDecayi»gch>'iJii^^ 
mifdpings plainly proving, that i f a wanting a c * 
charader of great decay : I ftalj come now to^" '̂̂ '" 
briefly fome Caufes of this fpiritual decay, and f ^̂ "̂  
Remedies to remove or pireveiit it^. and fo coi \ ^ 
this Sign; > '̂̂ ide 

F i r l t , want of zeal, that burning ftiining Q 
which when accompanied with judgment, cannot K̂ *̂ '̂ 
to fee or hear of Mifcariages in others, withouc ^̂ "̂  
fonal horror; Asfom as Mofes camenigh the C 
and [aw the Calf, and dancing that was there, his 
waxed hat, and he took the Calf Vnhich thcj had rn 'Itr 
and burnt it with fire, ground it to powder, ExocT 
So Pbineas in his zeal to th^Ldrd, when he f i v j ^i' 

ils that were committed in the Camo. ni-r*r„ ev) Camp, arofe 
flew both the man and the woman, and fo the plg^'' 
was (laid. ' ^" 

But fecondly, want of becoming love toothers 
ternal welfare, is a caufe of our not forrowing at th ^' 
{innings; that good man ^^rfw/^i^, chap. 13. j7 ^ 
they will not hear, (but perfift in their evil v/^y) j^f 
foulJhalhVeep in fecret places for their- pride. Seeth"^ 
alfo in Jefus Chrif t , that had fuch love to perifhin'^ 
ferufalem, That when he was come near and beheld 
City, he Veept ever it, Luke 19.4.1- ^ 

As Remedies againft this decay-, Firfl:, confidcj. 
what a wide breach it makes in our fpiritual ftate, and 
whither in a l i t tk time, it will bring us; Repeu] 
tlfe I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight ag^i„a 
stem Veith the fmrd of my mouth. Revel, a. 19. 

Secondly, In order to removing this, do as men do ' 
that have a defperate mortal dileafe growing up̂ ^ 
them, i f not fpeedily remedied j how will tliey 
and run, pray and pay, leave no ftone unturned, no 
means unattempted > 

pven in like fort mufl; fpiritual difeafes be looked 

ac 
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j f i f z t and laboured with. Good Nehemiah when he did 
' jfibut hear of the AfBiftions that his brethren for their 
•'*,[) fin were brought into, it wounds his heart, chap. x. 4-

jujl And it came to pafs when I heard thefe ifords, that I fat 
h ^ down and wtpty and mourned and fafied certain dayes.^ 

and prayed before the God of heaven. Canft thou, my 
Ji Chriftian Brother, hear of foul mifcarriages in others, 

" J with little or no heart rcmorfe ? Art thou as i t were 
unconcerned; Doth not others finning prove thy 

'"'J wounding; far from thy heart is this confideration; 
^'^\ How greatly is Goddiflionoured, and the foul of this 
'•' H poor creature endangered and the Enemies of God 
' J encomaged to continue in their impenitent e-
y ftate. • , ' . . , , • •' 
O Who that belicveth in good earneft that thdreis a 
\J ftate where the worm fhall never die, and fire never go 

out, that can behold any going towards this edate polt 
y hafte, as it were, and not be like minded to Chrifl: Je-

fus, who when he was come near poor Jcrufalem, he 
J* beheld the City and wept over it, becaufe they knew not 

the fad Calamity that was coming upon them. 
it not invite piety to behold our friend cryingfsut with 
bitter cries in a Feaver fit, or fit of the Stone ot'Collick, 
yea to behold him upon a Rack, broken with a Wheel, 
fawn afunder, drawn limb'from limb with wild^ Hor-

/ fes, fiarved to death with pining hunger, like the Ca-
lamityof Jerufalem, where the hands of thepitiftd wo-

If,' men took and boiled in a pot their tender C;hildren, 
J. . they were their meat in the day of Famine. Qh 1 hov7 

ghaftly is this to think on, much more to behold, who 
can refrain from bitter weeping to hear and behold 
fuch doleful cries : but what is this to Hell, there is 

|i( death in death, pain perpetually; it is not Hell ondy 
^ f becaufe the greatcft of mifcry, and pain, and torment 

dwells there, but becaufe it is for m r and m r . l here-
f ' • • " tore 
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fore in beholding or hearing of others mifcariages 
are to look upon them through that clear glafs 
Gofpel-like fpirit, that fcts every adion in its ovvn f| * 
tion, and then it will tell us, to mifcarry in a matt'" 
of eternity is for nature intolerable, for duration « 
ml, and fo the lofs irreparable.- My bowels, my boyj/f 
J am pained at my very heart, my heart maketh a njj^ 
in me, I cannot hold my peace, bccaufe thou hafl keayj 
O my foul, the found of the Trumpet, the Alarm ofpj^ » 
9fr. 4 19. But I ftiall leave this alfo to confideratio* '̂ 
andpafsto the cleaventhSign of decay in godlinefs. ^' 

C H A P . X I . 

Shewing that unfivoury talking among Chriflians tth 
they^meet, proves them earthly minded, -with 
Caufes of this Decay And twelve quefliotjf ? 
Asked when they meet together. ' 

S I G N X I . 

Hen in your coming: together^ yourn^ 
y y [nal talk ^ fiot f ii-mry and heavenly ^ 
Upon various ocafions Chriftians meet together 

fometimes with thofe that are wnnging their hands 
for forrow; fometimes with thofe that are clappj^ 
âs it were) their hands for joy ; fometimes at the 

AfTembly, foraetimes at one anothers dwellings: 
all comings together Minifler occafion of calkinn 
and will greatly evidence where moft is each oih%l 
Trcafure, it being natural for perfons when they meet " 
bv their voice to escprefs whatis the workings of thgi; 
mind; And as the heart is more orlefs heaven-ward 
fo certainly will thei- talk bend more or lefs that way I 
EarrMy-minded men wi ic : .h-y meet, will be carry' 
ingon their trade, counting it matter of duty top^^. 
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0 mote what lieth nearefl; their hearts; fo thofe thl 
V decay to fpiritaals, having begun to affeft thcmfeli 

V with new Lovers, and fo lohng the fenfe they on 
'y iad to thebeft things, maybe difcernednow to bar . 

changed for theworH, by their unfavouryand eari?>' 
,Iy talking -, and howadvantagiousall meetings are to-

Kthc promoting (whatfoever isdefigned) none is able 
'I I to exprcfs, but fuch as experimentally make a view 
K o f i t , well confidering, That evil ccmmmcations cor-
f,j rapt good manners-, or leffens a mans hold to the belt 

things, and when that precious time in Chrillians 
I'j meeting together is fo fpent, that its rather fpilt like 
li"' water upon the ground, llich leaving no fiyoiir ot 

grace behind them, mult needs argue, that they are 
falling, i f not fallen from their firlt love, hclides tUc 

i!\ diftionour done to God : great hath been the wrong 
r fuch have done both thcmfelvcs and their adherents, 

in publick or private aflembling. 
What more unpreparing the heart, and indifpohng 

the affcftion to the fpiritual worfliipping of God, 
than cither beforehand being in a carnal fleepy pO' 

J fture, orelfeinfuchunfeafonab!e,ifnotworfe? talk-
'J ing (fome of their Farms, others of their Merchan-

dife,; nay perhaps <̂«c)(L̂ m»? and 7P%m»^/yoP<^"'"S 
he infirmities of others, to the fowing prejudice m 

.rhe hearts of thofe, that through ignorance and 
weaknefs incline to hear them ; whereas on the con

t'd trary, fuch whofe minds are alwaycs carrying about 
i j j .w i th them the contemplating of Gods end, ingivin|» 
ft opportunity after opportunity, put themfelves wuh : 
^ trembling care into fuch imployment (»/ ftill getnng 

•ft 0 ) - a s may obtain from their gracious God, ; 
L the approbation of redeeming time : Sec that good 
ft Nehcmiahs^Kd^diik for this, he no fooner meets Z/^- | 
I'V Hani, (b'jcwhat?) J asksdcoticermug the Jf^s that had i 
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, ^P'^^-, "^hkh Vi^ere left of the captivity, and cone 
f(\ufalem; he is inquiring prefently, how ic fared?'"'? 
the- people of God, and Jerufalem the City of ^ 
anU place of his Fathers Sepulcher, and ful ne " ^ i ' ^ * 
Iieart their welfare lay, as appears by his hear? 
fedlion andafflidion at the evil tydings, cha 

, , — -}"'"b'' ^vap J 
Jlnd it came to pafs, when I heard thefe Vvords tl ' ^' 

this Decay^ Mai. 3.16. Then they that feared the L 
fpake often one to another (but their talking was i'o fa "^'^ 
ryand fo heavenly) that the Lord hearknedandl^^' 
it, (yea) and a l>ook_of remembrance was written 
him, for them that feared the Lord, akd thouaht ^ 
his Name. " "^"^ 

In time of War/ when the fword cuts off by tho 
fands in a day, is there not great wringing of hands f'^' 
forrow, when the report is come to our knowled?!̂ '̂  
that the mighty are fallen in the gate, fuch a Fatĥ "̂* 
fuch a Husband, fuch a Son, fuch a Brother ? is not th^' 
our talk wherever we come? may not our trouble b'̂  
read in every countenance, as good •Nehemiahs wa ^ 
when his heart was filled with forrow, his count^' 
nance was fo fad that it could not be hid from t i t 
King : Had we not a doleful inftance of this in 
time of London s late Fire and Plague ? were not thof'̂  
doleful times the fubjedof all our talk, both to God 
and man ? in all our affemblings together, what a ftroke 
did it carry upon our hearts? How was our Pen em " 
ployed to fend about this dreadful tydings, that f~ 
famous a City fhouid in three daycs be brought dovi 
to the dull;, and more than feavcnty thoufand of its ]; . 
habitants carried as captives to their lon^ hotne ? Q>,' 
the bitter cries in the Evening,- witii v/hich falute 
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' i l fliuc up our doors. Bring cut your dead. Bring out 
•itr dead, whofe hearts were not affeded then, whofe 
okswere notdcJeScd, whofe tongues were K6t im-
oyed when wc met together, to be talking as in Joels 
tne, they were commanded to tell their Children, 

and their Children commanded to tell their Children 
* to another generation : That which the Palmer worm 
7'|jleft hath the Locufl eaten, that which the Locufl: left 
*y that hath the Canker-worm eaten, that which the 
f/> I Canker-worm hath left hath the Caterpillar eaten; that 
* J which our Sword left did the Fire wafte , and that 
'SA which the Fire left did the Fhiue fwecp away, both 
h pertons andliiblbnce alfo. Now thefe dreadful ttroaks 

being ftroaks void of pitty, fparingnone, the old man 
) or he that {looped with age, nor yet the man of full 
ftrength, nor yet the babeofdayes; it left the Mother 

4 without Child, it left the little one without a Mother .-
(i From hence this became our talk whetherfoevcr we 

y went, it was our burden and fongat Feafling or Fa-, 
f^'"8> the beginning and clofe of vvciy Meeting. 

Oh 1 whats the matter Chriflians when you meet, 
3 , that your talk is fo unfavoury, or lefs favoury than this 
5 d Was in its day j is not your day much more a needful 

I tlay, to have all its meetings in all the fpaces thereof 
filled with favoury and heavenly talking, where ever 

y EOy a Smrd, a Plague, a Fire, a Famine attends 
you, yea thefein their pcrfedionin their higheft d i -
menlion. No lofs like your lofs, if you mifs the blefled 

i"^!.end of affembHng, and it be not accompanied with fa-
h voury talking, of that City you are or fhould be always 
, / [poking for. I ftall dofe this Sign with the Holy 
jjii Ghofis own words to the Ephejian Church, Chap. 4. 
/ 29. (when ye meet together; let no corrupt commii-

y nication proceed out of your mouths, but that which 
good to the ufe of edifying, that it may Minifter 

, • , • ' grace 
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grace to the hearers. Ask not your friend or bro h 
ot his welfare in the common unfenfible cuftome i 
men generally do , but in asking, ask with fuch ad"" 
portmcnt, gracefulnefs, and gravity, that may pp. , 
the weight of heaven upon thy heart, and let v 
words be to this purpofc • Ask him thefe twelve ^^'^ 
flions as God fliall help briefly, but ask them alp' 
love. I . Brother, are you alive for God> is your {^^^^ 
as warm 
as it was in 

now, you have been fome years a Profeff '̂̂ ^ 
in the day of your efpoufals ? 2. What ic L 

C^n 5 Fia«*. irnii OAc ..:a 'C-tomeofyourMafter fin? have you got the viaory ^" 
verit , doth it at all times, and in ail conditions A ^ 
faintly} do you in truth mojl loath that which on"^ 
you did moft love? 3. Hath the remembrance "̂ r 
Heaven and / i / f / /a reverential prefence fliU upon vo. 
heart? have you not loft (are you fure) that feeii. 
of thefe two ftates you once had; for i t is a very ^ 
•ivork^ to kes^ alive this frame, and very eaf e totet • 
goe> 4. Is Clofet prayer delightful to you ftill? ^reJ^ 
raviftit in fecret Communion with God there 4 t [ 
your heart hm within you whilft you are talking v;^^ 
him ? 5- Doth the Crofs of Chrift difmay yoi, 
or nay? how are you in a time of Profperity ? 

- ' V are you in a time of ^ ^ . j , ^ " 
down much ? doth not ci^Ja 

it mMch liftyo» dp? 
fity? doth it caft you down mucn f aotii not Chrin 
yoke fcem too heavy for you, can you chearfully 
ftill. Lord, thy will be done; it is the Lord, let hitn 
do what feemeth him good ? 6 What fcnfe have you 
of your undone ejlate out of Chrift ? do you ftill fce|in„ 
ly remember what a vile filthy polluted ftate you wej" 

when he firft fct his love upon you f hath your in 
foul juui your unconverted eftate ftill in remembrance to 
felt-loathing, and is your foul ftill within you 
therefore. 7. Do you ftill bekeve you had been in 
Hell long ago, had you had a reward according to your 

work, 
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/ork, and doth this thought live in you, fo as to make 
t/i i ! ^ " thankful for every thing, ftill in the norfi condi-
if i; becaufc you fay, it is mercy i t is not Wor/"f, it is of 

the Lords mercy we are not in ^f//.? 8. Doth the fenfe 
4! 1?.̂  future good grea ten in yourefteem? have you as 
r,j ; high a value heavenly things as you h id a tyourf i r f l 
/ , Converfion^ and doth eftimation earthly things grow 
' i 7.'*^^* '^fs ? 9. Is your Confclence tender ftill, 
1 ol'i^" l ^ ' ' ^ <=vcry little glance to declenlion create figh-
1* cannot confcitnce charge you fare you fure^ 
# With the hvmg in the omifflon of any known or 
/ commijfion of any known fin ? let me in love befeecti you 
'1 9 " ^ ' ^ ' • o w l y here. 10. Is your love to our Lord 
W f e f f t s , his Ordinances, and people as much or more 
/ a s It was in your cfpoufal dayes, or is i t lefs f be fure 
,pc .you be faithful to your own foul in this. 11. Is the 
j[ peat Lord God Almighty fet before you all the day 

"̂̂ ""̂  apprehenfions of his omnifcient eye., 
; ttj luch as that you can in truth fay with good '^oh, where 
' jjever you go. Both he mt fee my wayes , and count my 
• )KT^C you every day more Or lefs think-
ii5;"8/>t your7^/ day^ and that you are going fhortly 

}^->^'"^^^ of etermy, and when you pucoff your 
^itim • is « i^'ll your meditation, that the. 
^{'On ^^^^ "^^'^ more put them 

^tL',?'*'?^-' 'l^'""^^°^^'"=' 'J^"y' which beingavoided, 

• g^^^^^^ R,^,dies againfl .rt; and chey Are 
|f<J Firft, Long cuftome to Chriftian meetings -
i\ T£-"i^\V"' '^^ '^" '"^^^*"Gofpd Sdf-deniaL ' 
'V F a T ^' N^8"ge"" to a plain doty. 
Wthifk ' ^ongcuflome to Chriiban Meetings - though 

""''^%yeCKmay bcea f i l y focS 
r'^'ccd J for without a godly jealoofie overthe heart in 
V , ^ ofcer. 
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often meeting with Chriftians, the very cuftom 'e / 
will by little and little, ftcal away that fniritual v i 5 A 
that ought to run in the veins of every one, wh ' ' 
verthey are, to the making their meeting as mch^' / 
is poffibIe,to Gods honour and their fouls edifyinn / ' 
oiifomc begets fuch an aptnefs to any fervlce, that ' 
cept the heart be ftill examined, perfons will b 1''' 
meetings together, very deftitute both of fuitable n F 
paration, and anfwerable expcdation, and all throu k l'''' 
long cuftora ^ for as in finning, it will take awav • 15̂  
time the confcience of f i n ; fo in the beft perform a 
ces it will rob a man of that forehand care that (ho , 
attend him, unlefs he be much upon his Watch <'\\\ 

Secondly, A fccond Caufe is, Unskilfulnefs ' j ^ Q 
great point of Chriftianity ^ viz. Goipcl felf.deni?'rfl' 
which ftands in a conformmg the whole man to bcai if<* 
wayes plcafing and fcrving the Lord -, fuch knowin W 
thcmfelves not to be their own, but bought with^ V 
price, ami therefore whether eating, drinking, talki^p* V 
walking, to be doing all to the glory of God, who& 
they are : Now unskilfulncfs herein, will be ftill 'p 
trying on all affairs with much mixture-, partly in d*̂  
figning the Lord, partly defigning f e l f j having r^'/ 
fo learned to live upon anothers bottom, as the Gof iS' ' 
pel grace of felf-denial reacheth. Mat. 15. -4 2?" K 
M^rk 6. 34,3 by which means many are at a greâ  il' 
ftand how to fpend this and that oppoctunity, and fa t̂ ' 
inftead of asking their fellow Chnftian iiowhegrow, 'i^' 
or ftands sStetd to the belt things, what temptation, 
are upon h,m? at what times he finds himfelf moji ^̂ ^̂ r 
mdundle to refit ? and whether often in cloftt prayer ^\ 
Whings, feflings ? and \^hat affurance he hath fr,,;, i 
fomsfolidm^rks, ^Mcr he grows yea or nay .? andy,},^^ f 
i>a.w he puts onfelloWfhip with God, and enjoying the lkl,t 
trkhconntcmncr? whai all thts is, and What its worth A 

Worth 
When 
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[\^eO^^'^!"""^'""^ -^henits ciotided? but i f inftcad of fucfj 

joiif Communings as thefe, time be vainly fpent in heaiing 
,j,ere'f"'^.^^'lmg fome new thing, complaining rather ot 

' VH"»™^times, than hard hearts, this and the other out-
rfig;^" r a Of true lofing • i f the cafe be thus ic 
dity cjnauit neejjg proclaim you dying Chriftians; for that 
^̂ '•11 K' y'P '̂̂  comings together, your talk is not favoury 
* t p f f ^ " d heavenly. ° ' ^ 

' I f i o f . ^ ' ^ ^ ' f ' l l y , A third Caufe maybe this, Negligence 
'"Lay" ^P'ainduty, Heb. iG. ^4, 25. And let us confidet 
'̂ fDr1'*^ rV,""^*'^''* ^° provoke to Uve, avd to good works; wf 

t''̂  , "J'/Jo^c is, but exhort J another'ddtj, f,'^^ '^^^ 
' f i„ 0̂  '^"'^ to dctj . (chat is certainly, to be upon domg the 

W ^ o r k o f the day) andfo much the more, joufcef 
^':y\P/PP^'>^ching ., Clearly implying, that we fliouldbe 
' \ V ^^/'"^ from neglcft to fpiritual and profitable talking 
\ V S ^ " "'^ ""^^^ that it fliould be our carefo to con-
f , M <5ne another, wherein they begin to gmvifamt, 
'^j ^'p>M^, remifs, and wanting, as to be provoking 
' % j ) K f " '^^^mg occafion to perfwade and put forward fuch 
"ivf' '^ u' ^hatthey ought not to be backward in ; This 
Id Jn '^'^^^^ of Gods Children as you may read, 

^inT' ^^••5^- ^«dfome dayes after, Paul faid to Bar-
d "'I '^'^''^^ of Gods Children as you may read, 

hC^inT' ^«dfome dayes after, Paul faid to Bar-
/ - 4 , c - ' , ^ " us go again and vifit cur Brethren, in ever] 

fpi^'^'rey^e have preached the Word of the Lord, and 
f they do, Afts 18. 2 7. yvho when he was come help-

Kef ttrt T^hich had believed through grace. This 
Lpf^^ ier u "'^5 ^strue in P4«/and Barnabas, as in Jpollo: 
i ^'^ ferv r ^ Prayyou, what hath been faid in this Sig>*. 

fP^f Wh!. "̂ "̂  " u " o n thus far, that you will all be carctul 
iJh K fire •̂̂ H w^̂ en you faft, when yOu fit by your 
' j A voidi way, lie down,, rife up , for the a-
'thS\ the r ^ P'^«»0"s "mes mifpending, to be talking of 
L < Pafsr^'i and bis Laws: Confider whatyou read, and 
41 ^v/>'P^'*cothenext. Qz CHAP. 
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C H A P . X I I . 
proving Vnpreparednefs to hear the Word of QQ^ 

ftgn of dying to Chrifl; -with three forts of hindrance'^ 
Tvhich mufl he laid aftde; and Vi>hat mufl be our worL' 
before Hearing, in Hearing, and after Bearing. ^> 

S I G N X I I . ; , . . 

W HenyoHdrefo littleprefar'eAfor thefg^ 
lemn Jffemblies, that they come befo^^ 

you think of ^^^^^o long for them. 
When pcrfons fiiffer themlelves to be fo taken nr, 

with common or worldly bufmefs, as that they le^vj 
no room (or Solemn Pr^^fr, and Preparation, to meet 
in Gods Ordinances at dayes appomted ; its an evidem 
token of little reverence befettmg the heart, and as 
little confideration who they are to meet .- Now ta 
come before the Lord in his Affembly, where he jj 
wont to be, and hath promifed to be, there doubtlefs 
remains a work upon us, to be done by us, by way 
of Preparation, and that becaufe of Gods prefence be
ing there, as in the Temple, the Type of Gods Affcf^^ 
faly or Gofpel Church, Kings i . 3. 9-^/ vUl put , 
Nnme there, my heart, and my eyes, Jhallbe there per, , 
tctualh 1 his power, prefence, and goodnefs (hall be . 
there and he evcrwas, and «s wont to meet his Peo. 
pie there. Tell me O thou whom my foul hveth, -^k,.^^ 
thou feedefl and makcft thy flocks to re^ at noon- if^r^ 

knoweli not, gothjway and feed thy Ktds by thf shep, 
herds Tent f , Cant.i. Now that great preparation as lo 
this and that by way of duty ought to be, willappegj 
by what may follow; want to prepare therefore muft 
needs beacharaderoffpintual decay i and therather 
if we confider, how ftrid the Lord Was as to them 

that 
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j " ' ' that drew nigh him when he gave out the Law, Exod. 

19.10. And the Lord faid mto Mofes, go and fan£lif e 
the people to day and to morrow , and let them '^afli their 

Acloathes; and let the Priefls alfo which come near to the 
IjfLord, fan[fifie themfehes, left the Lordhreak_, forth up-
yon them. Nadab and Abihu, for not fandifying the 
^ Lord when they drew nigh him, there \n>ent out a fire 

from the Lord, and devoured them, and they died before 
the Lord, Levit. 10. 2. Moft remarkable is thac paflage 

ijin good ^a/fp^, Gen. 41. 14. Before he will come into 
jr . the Kings prefence, he Jhavcth himfelf and changeth his 
f^rayment; layeth afide his prifon Garments : How 

much rather fhoiild thofe prepare and lay afide, that 
tjI'J come into the prcfenceof the King of King? : E/ear 
t^c'j'^the word of the Lord, ye that tremble at his word. I f f . 66. 
[o's- Perfons may liear from day to day, and remain 

like the fame, rather worfethan better j which 
, ai' muft needs argue fome defed: in themfelves by unduly 
^approaching near fo folemn a Service: I ftiall therefore 
ij({'in humility offer fome diredions, what we may do in 

order to our profit, before hearings in hearing, andaf-
^]ter hearing. 
a Yidl, Before Hearing, pray God blefs his Word un-

j j ^ o y o u , and lead you in his way, /y^ . 25. 4, $• Shevf 
,Jme thy way O Lord, teach me thy path, lead me in thy 
\\itruth; Teach me, for thou art the God of my falvaim, 
J on thee do I wait all the day, Exod.33. 15. if thy pre-
<i fence go not with me, carry us not up hence. This is as 

', UJ-ue in one cafe as another. 
• L Secondly, Goto the AfTembly with reverent con-

'j'"derations, that you are to meet God, Amos 4f. 12', 
J ^ hire fore thus will I do unto thee, O Ifrael, and becaufe 
' ||if ̂  '^ 'dl da this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, 0 Ifrael. 

Rehoboam did evil, becaufe he prepared not his 
'U heart to feek, the Lord, 2 Chron. 12. 14. compared 
7 G 3 • with 
i 

file:////itruth
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with Chap. 19.3. There are good things fomd' * 
in that thou prepare ft thj heart tofeekjGod-

Thirdly, Before you go to hear, you muftlav.r., 
all fuperfluity, I Pet. 2. i . wherefore laying aftde i,'^ 
thinefs and fuperfluity of naughtinefs^ receive with 
ttefs the ingrafted Word. ^^'k; 

There are three forts of Superfluities to be WJ 
fide, which elfe will hinder you from profiting. 

Firft, Al l thofe doubtful carping cares for the tb' 
of this life, you are incident to, Mat.i ^ 22 
4- 19. • ^"'K 

Secondly, You muft lay afide all thofe vexat" 
frets of this life you are incident to, fudges i6 
compared vyith 1 Sent, i . 6,7. ". 

Thirdly, You muft lay afide all thofe pleafant nl 
fmg pleafurcs of this life you are incident to, Pf^i 
1 o. r I . All or any of thefe being carried with us 
heeded by us, will fo load us, tftat thpre will'bc^"^ 
i-oomfor the Word to profit, no 

Fourthly , When you come to hear, cotne, ^ ' K 
hurigring and thirfting. A/at. 5. 6. Pfal. 42. r 2 

The fecond Diredion as to Hearing is, what 
muft do in the time of Hearing, 

Firft, You muft hear with reverence as GodsE 
baflage, Pfal. 2. M . compared with 89 7. ^^J^; 
greatly to he feared in the ^ffemhly of the Saints, an/f 
he had in reverence by all that are about him. " 
• Secondly, You muft hear as Gods Word, 7/^. ^ 
I Thef. 2. I I . ' • 

Thirdly, you muft hear with attention and god!" 
fear, Ifa 55.2. Nehcm.'&. 3. I'uks 2?. ^8. An^ 1 
the people \>iere very attentive to hcAr him. 
' Fourrhly, 'n Hearing, you muft mix wh.-̂ t VQ 
hear with faith, Heb 4. 1,2. But the '^ord pre^;i^^, 
'didnot profit, it king not miiet ^ith faith ia them th ^ 

heard 
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•if heard it, 2 Chron. ao. 26. 

Fif thly, You mufl: receive what you hear in the 
love of God, 2 Thef. 2. 10 Pfal. 119, 97-

Sixthly, and laftly, You mult hear with refolution to 
/ o b e y . Bent. 5. 27. i-16. 
^ji ' Now what muft you do after Hearing > 

Fi r f t , You muft remember what ye have heard. 
Pet. 3.1,2. Secondly, That you may remember,you 

muft meditate upon it, fo/i.i.8. Pfal, 1.2. Thirdly, 
'|((of all the Sermons you hear, pick out fomething moft 
. jproficable. and confer About, k. Mark.^. 10 Fourth

ly, You mirft put into praftife what you hear, JEcclef 
^ Ĵtp-10. fam.z.z^. Lfikeii.z. 

J I (hall now faint three Reafons of this great Care 
thustoafTcmbleand hear Gods word, and then pro-

ĵ ipikeed to the Thirteenth Sign. 
fji: Firft, Becaufe it is the great Ordinance of Converfi-
^i/'iOn, Secondly, The means of a Chriftians growth, and 
illt'Sanftification. Thirdly, Negligence in it , a great ag

gravation of Condemnation. 
J Firft, Becaufc it is the great Ordinance of Conver-

j fion. The Ordinance of Preaching is Gods ufual me-
Ulthodby which knowledge of himfelf is brought to 

poor finners: Faith (faith the Spirit) comes by hearing, 
Ji'and hearing is ordained in order to believing-, how 
I (;icanthey believe in him of whom they have not heard, 
I' ;and how can they hear without a Preacher : Where 
•' there is no vifion the people perifli. When the fins of 
j Crofeflbrs have been fuch as to provoke God to fend 
/ ' a famine of the Word, fuch a people have been nigh 
jf todeftruaion. • 

It is an evident token of Gods great love and good 
W'lll.tolinners, when he is plcafed to afford the Gof-
pel : The continuance o f i t is more needful than the 

' J continuance of the light of the Sun, and its removal 
U G 4 more 
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more dreadful than a Famine of bread-, but thic»! 

fuch a prefence upon our hearts. Chnfti . 
not fo apprehenfive of Gc/pel-wcrth, mr GoCpd-r!^^ 
prife It, and to praife God for i t . and that is a ' 
reafon they thrive fo little under i'ts continual fto^"^^*' 
D o but ftudy what the Gofpe! is, it is the JX^""'-
Gods Love, Chrifts Death, the Holy Spirits Gif 
is good news to every Creature, all the pr iv i lcdj ' 
Heaven are made known by the means of thep 
witnefs the dark eftate of thofe people who are d •» 
ved of i t , they worfhip the Sun, Moon, Stars, Sto^u '̂ 
Stones; yea the Devil himfelf in iiis own ftiapg » 
pears among them, and converfeth with them ^K" 
good Lord help England and LondoH to pqc a hi h 
value of this great Ordinance of Converfioo. ^^"^ 

Bur fecondly. It is the means of a Chriftians ofQ^ , 
and fandification : take away the Word , and v 
take away his Food ; the Gofpel is to a Convert 
milk isto anew born-Bibe, even its natural nourif^^ 
ment; the Gofpel is that which makes known Gorf 
heart to him, and his own heart to himfelf, there h 
hears and reads thatbleffed attribute of God, thath^ 
is great, and therefore the objeft of all our fear. g^Ji 
that he is good, and therefore to be the objed of 1 
our love and that he is rich,and therefore the objeft 
of all our treafure; and chat be is all things to all th, 
call upon him in truth. Here a Chriftian learns to 
know the nature of fin, and us deceitfulnefs th 
ftrength of the tempter, his power, policy and malice • 
yea how weak he is in the hands of his fpiritual advcr"" 
faries, tfce Flefl}, the World, a n d t h e r ' m / , withouj 
the help of this Almighty, and learns here to know 
that through him we fliall be made able to do all 
things, to whom be glory. Amen. 
• Thirdly, To be negligent to affemble and heat 

Godj 
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0 Gods Word is a great aggravation of our Condcmna-

tion. For God to afford the means, andweco abufe 
^0 that means, by negletting the feafon will render us 
'''J Bethfaidaes eftate, fye mto thee Corazin, wo unto thee 
' ' j j ! Bethfaida, for if the rnighty workj i^hich have been done 

in thee had been done in Tyre and Sydon, they had repent* 
I'jf edlongagoe, Matt.i i . 21 , 22. It fiall be more toller able 

for them in the Bay of Judgment than for fuch a people. 
When our Lord Jefus came near ffrw/^/fW he wepco-

K^j ver i t , and prophefied their dcfolation, becaufe they 
'° I knew not the day of their vifitation : We are made of 
' jj God (faith the Apoftle) the favour of life onto life 
3j!v in then) that are faved, but the favour of death unto 
" death in them that perifh. Gods word ftiall not re-

t''J mxn 'mvain, where it doth not foften, i twill«rw«»-
!' ly harden. The Condemnation of the people of 
' . ^ mull needs, to common fenfe, be much greater 

than the Condemnation of the Indians that have not 
J the means we have : Woful will our account be in the 

^ j great day i f we are found ttnconverted, or not morti-
H fed and fan^ificd by fo great a priviledge as we enjoy 

over and above what they enpy, may not God truly 
, ' |) fay. You I have called, but you have refufed, I 
1̂1 ftretched out my hands, but were not regarded : the 
lO Lord of life was preached among you, and eminently 
i^'jl fet forth, crucified before your eyei; I fent to you by 
["jl my Meffenger.s, rifing up betimes and fending therrt, 

J becaufe I had compallion on poor England, but they 
1̂  . would none of my reproof, I will 1 mgh at their ca-
y l™ity, and mock when their fear comcth. O let us 
l y remember this, i f the Gofpel prove not the means of 
f j l ourfofcning, it will prove the higheft aggravation of 
, (I our Condemnation.' 

C H A P . 
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C H A P , X I r i . 
Tro'Vtng the flat e bf ffich to be fad, who afembU 

ther more for fear of mans eye than Gads : "j 
Difcriftions, howfuch may be known^ (or know til 

Jeives) with two Caufes of this decay. 

top, 

them. 

S I G N x i n . 

or-
^om. W -Hen yon come to the Ajfemhly^ fjioref 

fear of Brethren s eye^ than ChriJ}' 
mfcient and all-piercing eye. 

Thit is, you are fo indifferent as to cominp fi . 
would none mifs you nor queftion you for i [ ' 
could difpence well with abfence, and that without^'''' 
material hinderance-, 'tis much to be feared thatth'^ 
decay prevails ftrongly with many Profeffors wh'* 
have neither hungring, or thirfting at leaft ^ I-
early rate they once had, and ftill doubtlefs'ouo[)f 
have, were they not lofing their relifti to Ordina'̂ nce*̂  
and the fellowfhip that they have had with "God 
through them; for now they begin to ceafe looking 
things with an eye of faith, and have all or tnoftop 
their recourfe to things after an eye of carnal fenf^ 
and fo no fear holds them to the outward orde' 
of Gods Houfe, but whatis taught by the preceptor 
men •, and were they not lyable to cenfures both fro,v, 
rise AfTembly and others (who have taken notice of 
their being Profeffors; could as to the eye and cen 
fure of Jefus Chrift quit a l l ; wherefore the Lord faid" 
Jfa. 20. 13- For as much as this people draw nearm] 
•with their month, and )Mith their lips do honour me, 
have removed their heart far from me (note that; it is 
far to many degrees alienated, and their fear towards 
C3e is taught by the precept of naen; it is from hence 

very 
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Ji^ very evident, that they though they did come toge

ther, yet it wras not from a right principle, their perfon 
and their heart was afunder, and God is pleafed to 

I note them out as people fearing him only with an out-
^fy fide fear • therefore he will proceed to do a marvelloqs 
J\ work upon them: the Prophet £z,fii 3.30, 31-meets 

with fuch a people, as arc ftill a quarelling with the 
Prophets words, and talking againlt him in the doors 
of their houfes •, yet would fay. Come I fray and hear 
what is the word that cometh forth from the Lord, coming 

0f>; as his people come, fit before him as his people da, hear 
I'll his word, and with their mouth Jhew much love; but: 

"I their, heart runs after covetoufnefs. So in the time of 
^1 the Prophet, Mal.^. 3. there you have a defcnption 

of a decaying, and growing Profefibr; one is fo wea-
'̂Ji ry, that they are ready to throw all profelTion off, 

V t^fying. It is in vain to ferve the Lord, and what propt 
is it that we keep his Ordinances? at the fame tune 

'^'.j thofe truly fpiritual, that feared Go(Js eye more than 
K mans, they fpea^the oftner one to another, fearing hint, 

and thinking upon his Name. . , 
n Alas! Alas ! I f Satan and the World hivegotfuch 

a part in our heart, that we come to Meetings, to the 
Fold of Chrifl:, with fuch a common fenfe and elti-
mation, that would none raifs us, it would nothmg 
trouble us to he abfent. This doth undoubtedly beto
ken a great benummednefs of fpirit Godward , and 
thac the leaft Argument hath moft force, namely Bre-
threns eye; it is a ftrong fymptome of a darkened un^' 
derfianding, and calls for deep humiliation in order to 
a recovery to that fpiritual frame that once was, it 
being certain now the appetite is much loft, and now 
Prayer, Hearing, Reading and FeaBing with the Lord 
at his Table, eating of his Bread, and drinking of his 
Wine are of no eftimation, and what rauft follow hue 

' ' the 
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the lofs of fpiritual feeling, and where will this end' L 
In Atheifnt, and living by fenfe hfce fuch are ?,m^ 
bratided in Scripture with twice dead, plucked 7 
roots; for take away the right end/ of meetini 
ftiean the fcnfe of them from the heart in their e l ' ^ 
lent ttfes and endf, and you fuffer your felves to be '̂̂  
tied into Egyptian darknefs. 

The fame Lord that hath ordained/W as a pr 
and principal means of life, without which none hf l^ 
a promife in Gods ordinary way to continue his Q. 
ward being. In like manner hath God ordained ann 
fet upas his great light in the world (his Church^ 
where he hath promifed his prefence fhall be, 
where he will meet thofe that meet him in this'wav 
for there he caufeth his Flocks to reft at Even, 
we have no promife of being fed and vificed out of tj, 
way of God where ic is to be come at; Thou meetel 
him that re'pjceth and workfth righteoufnefs, thofe thi^ 
remember thee in thy vrajes, Ifa- 64. 5 No man in hjj 
wits goech about to gather Grapes of thorns, or Pig^ 
thijiles; i f we expedt Gods prefence we muft feek m 
Godsway. Itisverily matter of great lamentation tha,. 
any mortal fliauld corns to this pafs, what for 
whofe breath is in his noftfils, that to day is a ji^^^ 
and to morrow is Worms meat, today above ground' 
and to morrow under ground; to day a Converfor 
the air, to morrow clofed up in the Cliftsof the earth 
there to lie and rot, and to be eaten with worms, and 
Jiis place in the world to know him no more ,̂  and yet 
for fuch a'perfon to lofe his reafon, and the noblenefs* 
of his nature and fpir i t , fo much as to corne to the 
Aflembly of Gods people only for fear of mans rebuke 
or f rown; is not he to be feared thu kills foul and bo. 
dy, and cafts them into hell, whofe eyes feeth not as 
mans eye feeth , they only center in appearance, hg 

laoketl^ 



signs of a Dying or Decaying C hrijiian. 9 1 
;i|i^looketh into the hearts, telling the thougcs, fecth the 

''•̂  jjiintents afar off, hut all things are naked and open to the 
iP^^yes of him with whom we have to dee, Heb. 4. 13. 
• I fhall give two or three defcriptiotis, how fuch may 

iiow themfelvcSjOr be known and fo pafs to the next 
pii'̂ Sign. \ 
\K Firft, Such when by more or lefs weighty occalions, 
it" they are hindered from the Affembly, you will not 

(find them troubled -, whereas a truly growing Chrifti-
iif' an' though hindered even by God, yet he is thirfling, 
/ hungring, and thinks it long, faying with David, O 
[ I*] when Jhall I come and appear before thee, Pfal. 41,1,2. 
\€ Secondly , Such may be known, and know them-
^Melves by this, they arc of all others moft apt to be 
H], difcontcnted, i t is feldom but one thing or other trou-

[1"'; bles them, and goes not as they would have i t ; where-
f"] as the more fpiritual, dwcls fo much in charity with 
>' f every one, that they are ready to conflrue every thing 
*fi to the befti fo neither much troubling, nor much 
% troubled. -

) Thirdly, I f any Schifm or FaSion r i fe , you ftiall 
<''j find thefe more apt than any other to clofe with i t , 
f̂ ',I and fo zealous for a while as paffes, but it holds noc 

'̂ 1 Fourthly, you (hall find fuch very forward at pro-
'•A pagacing fome lefler matters of Gods Law, while the 
C more weighty they themfelves live ftrangers to ; a 
Jfj chief caufe of all this is. 
: I . Firft, large zeal, but (hallow judgment. 
i^'t Secondly, a too much prying into the wayes of 0-
f j thers, and too little into their own. 

C H A P . 
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C H A P . X I . V . 
shewing our Jlate dying, when we are more trouhled 

the decayes in our Houfe, than in Chrifis Houfe . -g,-"* 
four marks to kno^ "^hen we are fo dying, ' 

S I G N x r v . 

Hen the decay in Chrifis Houfe ^ i r 
troubles you than the decay in y/^j^^^ 
mfe. 
ecay wherever found, notes a man very f 
the dying hand-, if Trade decayes, thenn^ 

you ttian floe aecay m 
own Houfe. 
• Thisde 
gone on ^ ^ 
thing but complaining, it lofs by fire or fickncfs, ^ 
death, then all is out of order, it breaketh their rgft'̂  
they cannot fleep by night, difturbs them in the v̂op' 
fhip of God, they cannot pray, read, or meditate L 
day; It is evident with fuch, the affairs of their ovvn 
houfe lyeth nearer their heart, than the affairs of 
Chrifts Houfe, far from a truly growmg Chriftian, yfi\^^ 
is all out of order when it goeth not well with the 
Church of God. 

Now by decay here in the Sign, I would be undgj. 
ftood ofperfons in Chrift Jcfus profefiion, whodyein 
their z.eal, love, and/mr, &c. that begin to walk faint] 
after Chrift Jefus, pt to prayer, to reading, toheariJ 
cold and carelefs to fpiritual vifiting one another, feldoj^ 
and little in fpiritual talk, when they meet together 
not now a-^oncc, make it their trade and their bufi* 
ncfs to be making the name of Chrift great where, ' 
ever they come ; but either fay nothing, or that that 
comes to nothing, having no fpirit or favour in i t . 
yet once was early at the Ordinances, quickly troubled 
i f things went amifs; much joyed when all vvci e in a 
holy harmony; but now being difcovered to have 

loft 
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f Joft mofl of their fpiricual relifti to thofe good things 
' they once flourifhcd in. and this not working trouble 

of heart on fellow brethren, and beholders, mutt needs 
J argue great decay. 

/ , That fuch decay in Chrifts Houfe, even among thofe 
r in his fpiritual profeflion, hath been, and too too 

much at this day is very evident both from Scripture 
and Experience. 

Firft, from Scripture^ 1 Cor. 3. beginning. And I 
A) Brethren cotdd mt [peak toyauAS to fpiritual, hut as to 
'̂ 1 carnal, even babes in Chrifi, whereas there is amongjost 
' • envy, divifion, and flrife, arc ye not carnal, and walk 

> as men, 
5 Firft, this fame people as the fit ft Chapter miikes 
("l,, appear, had fuch grace from God given by Chnit 
"[f Jefiis, that they were enricht in all utterance, andtn 
tt all knowledge ; fo that they came behind other Churches 

»'« no gift , waiting for the coming of our Lord fe/M 
;J Chrifl, 

Again this holy Apoftle, in Ephef 2.12. complains 
'^greatly of their decay ; many h^idfinncd, and had not 
' l i repented of the fornication^ and S4nclcan«efs thtyhadctm-

mitted. From whence it is very obfervablc, thatthcir 
J decay was fuch, that their Senfs or Teding were well 

V ni^li departed from them, they were guilty of high 
' f l crimes, among which were debates, envyings, wrath, 

''infe, backbiting, whifperlng, fwelllng tumults ; yet not 
umbled among themfelvtsfor all this : In like man-

'IjS ner the Galathian Church, chap. 4. That once i f i t 
*''ad been poflible, they would have plucked out their 

>wn eyes and given them to the Apoftle St. Pasil, 
low counts him their enemy for telling them the 

iiurh ; fo Revel. 3. 17. Thoufaifi i am rich; and in-
t^reafl with goods, andhave nted of nsthing-, butknow(ft 

i^ot that thou 0rt poor and fffifcralle.^ and blind and netted. 
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I t would be tedious to tell what experience 

fpeakof the fame thing in our daycs; are there* '̂̂ ''' 
many that at their firft entrance into Chrifts ^ifj^ ^'^^ 
never thought that they loved enough, heard, praye^'^Y' 
houred enough, that had mighty Parts, Gifts and Gra 
and did mightily improve them to the beft fervices'-^^'' 
now are grown huskijh, dry, and barren, and rare 
hear any fpiritual exprefiions from them; Now cou^ 
Meetings burthenfome. Duties tedious, fit as dull u"̂ ^ 
der the u(e of Chrifts Ordinances, as though their {[^' 
mach did loath now, what was once as the mornin" 
dew to them -, who can withhold being grieved a § 
afflided at this, imlefs his eyes be out, and hisfpij-
tual feeling gone? It therefore may concern all thof" 

with themfeij^' 
decayes [„ 

Chrifts Houfe, make upon their hearts; for anfwerabi 

that read this, to make enquiry ^̂ ^̂  
what impreflion fuch tydings as thefe of decayes T 

to ones cfteem of things, and making any thing thej! 
treafure, will their forrow and trouble be to fee 
wafting, whether Husband, Wife, Children, Houfes or 
Lands, or the profperity and well-faring of Q^J 
Houfe lye nearer the heart, mayeafilybedifcernedbv 
the effects that will follow; O Lord, what Shall / j-J 
•Xfhenlfrad turns their backs upon their enemies \ fort hi 
Cananites, and the Inhabitants of the land {hall hear of 
it, and environ us round, and what wilt thou do for tU 
ereat name ? Jofh. 7.8,9- hfl>"^^he fight or flight 
might have been taken orflain, yetthatisnothighc(^ 
in his thought, nor lyeth neareft to his heart; big 
great fear is what to do for the G R E A T N A M E " 
fearing the [Cananite fliould have occafion to fpea^ 
lightly of i t ' ; I would not by what hath been faid 
be thought to prohibit perfons being troubled at ou' 
ward decay, that would be away to hold themfrorr 
fuch diligence asoughc to be, to remove or prevent i t , 

bra 
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Ire"'! 

or/1'" 

III'"' 

buc*̂  '"̂ '̂ "̂  "̂̂ "̂  ^-^'''"^ Der^j7';7g CfmjiiaM. c/ 5 
decav " " r l '^"^'^ whether wc arc lefs troubled ac 
following "'^^ ^y ^ ^ ^ ^ 

«V lv, ' i 'y.^^^^rving which way the drift of oiir pray-
tnoft \ ^^"''^ where the Shoe pinchctfi 
Whe Ivf ""^/i complaint will be moft prevalent. 
dccav • "̂'̂ ^ ^^""^ meet, decay in chrifts Houfi, and 
CO y^"?"'^ own It is a time of tryal which caufe or 
concern h. .^ - ^^^^ ^^,3^ 

moft remember and 
Pe l ^'^^ the higheft room in 
bend?, ""^^ '^'^^ they m 
fpirir ^ " ^ " ' ' ^ ^o preferve, if in 
Dec " "^ '̂̂ '̂  reparation of your own houfc 
and 1 ^̂ ''̂  -^"''-Z' -̂/"^ i t^i^'s lamentable/ad, 
Cay j ^ ^ " ^ ^ ^ ''^ for a lamentation, though it is truth, de-

in 

A 
4 

4 

' l>'*. 

o r 

;ir; 

to 
e 

aWak i ' truly a tryal, and ought v 
chief " '"'^'^^ ^^'^^ of diligence, yet to give this th 
the o preferre the fmalleft matters before 
o n r i ^ "8 needful orchicf concern. Let us read for 
' • f l / " ' ' " ° " D ẑ-zW/ fpiri t , 137. <5. / / / do fot 
niouZ c ^'^'^ ^""^"^ '^^"''^^ " '^^^ roof^of wy 

^fjprefcrre not Jefufalem above my chief joj 
' - - - channel our 

praying to God, . _ 
like out own domdlick a f^ i i f s10 m 

W „ J, f"-J<-rre nov jeT ^ 
•^econdly, by obferving in which channel our com-

men run moft. %om praying to God, if^th.e 

T^^ncrwhcnwe meet and greet one anocbcr j f 
Vfith A r "PPermoftin our thoughts, and we big 

lit Our ' ^ * ' t were to be delivered; his evident 
!(l am T^"'^frn lies nearer our hearts than Chrip, e!fe 
> ^ ' bold • • — -- •—»" to affirm where the contrary is, even V ĥpn ' ~" - , J 

bred K^'" ^^-'i^sdo poffefs, it is fcarcc remcro-
a n d ^ f i o n a l l y , efpecially in the height of Chrifi 
hl^d^^j ^^'"".^^^t fervice, and then comes home that 
c^ref 1 V**^^'^' to outward things, rot to be over-
'EvUiotv' L^ ' " '^very condition by prayer and fuppli-
l...yn With thankfgiving to let ourreguefts be made 
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known to God, who hath faid i t , and never f *i 
he will fupply all wants in fix troubles, and in / 
he never did, nor never will forfakc thofe thar r̂ ^̂  
firft his Kingdom or concern, but either will give th 
a foil portion of fupply in the kind, or ot conten 
advantage fome other way; teaching them from'' '^^ 
perience to fay this is the beft condition, a fweet in^^' 
fc! brought out of a bitter herb. ^^f-

But thirdly, when the thoughts of our own ho 
decajes ar6 ioprevaknt, that they moleft us in T 
higheft of our fpiritual performances, this is ^ 
fignoflittle fenfe of the decay in Chrifts houfe^ v(?h ̂  
; we cannot pray, read, hear, watch, fafl, or be'in th" 
performance of any Gofpel duty, but ftill molefled I 
this availeth mc nothing while AfWfc-at the JewV 
at the Kings Gate; on the contrary, a truly gro^;'̂ ^ 
Chriftian all he is and hath is of no value while it 
i l l with the Church of God, O Lord, ^hat jhall 
flohen Ifrael turneth their hacks hefore their enc^-p 
would God w^ h id been content to have dwelt on th' 
other fideof7(?r^/<s», for the C-j«^.wfe will hearofif"^ 
tind what Jhall become of thy great Name, this r' 

. near good fofljuashtiiz, that he mattered not his[, 
ing bw, fo that foared high; now if thou wHt kin all 
this people as one man, then the -E^'J/'^i^*/fhall h ' 
of it , and will ivj, hecanfeGodwas notable todeliJ 
them hath he done this. Oh rather Lord I befeech theg 
blot out of thy book. 

Fourthly, Whether in compaflion our choice an' 
fwers the lefTer call, and rejefts the greater, that is' 
we will rather put our helping hand to thercaiovin; 
the decay of our houfe, than Chrifts houfe, this is alf^ 

: an evident token of great declenfion. But how aU 
•̂ rhefe Marks may be prevented or removed ; I ( j^ , 
God aflifting give fome brief help, and fo condmj 
tlii-; fign. Firft 
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^ Firft by fhewing the great pofllbility of fpiritua/ -̂  

;i'Jj deby or decknfion from our firft love to Chrift and 
his people, both Scripture and Experience doth ful l^ 

[(f" teach, that it is a hard work,to begin to do well, and 
If, ceafe todocw/, and a harder work to continue to I/a 
A w/ / , and remain for years in the fame frame of fpiric 
f . and vigor for God,to flourifh liHe the grefen Bay tree 
fr to renew our ftrength,and retain our fpiritual heat is a 

very difficult Work caiic in the talko^, but hard in the 
jii'̂ j rvdk^ of'but ic is the hardeft jî o -̂î of all to end We/l,tore~ 
I ii* main tnc fime till death doth dofc up our ^ycs is a 
i n talk fo difficult, that nothing Ihort of the mighty pow- > 
/> er of God can ever bring us to period in it : all the 
tV[ fevcn fiourifliing Churches in A/ta fave two blame 
/ • vvorthy, though they had many good things in them; 
•p, yet in dangerto be unchurcht, fo far from,a thorough 
) f j perfeverance in univerfal obedience : And of fixhun-• 
if I dred thoufand that went after God in the WildcrncfS 
r but two enter'dc^»^^«. The thoufands of cautions^in 
y'5 Scripture totakehced,Xvatch, frajdoih fufficicntly de-
f Clare how hard a work it'is to ftaiid and keep our 
f\ ground, and on the contrary hô r̂ cafie it is to declind 
iji] and let go our firft unvî caried diligence : .Mj p<'¥'^ 
ft •̂eww;V£ft/ ttvo evils, thcj have forfaken the fom-
^\ tainof living Vi^aters, and have hewn out to themfelvis 
f i Cijie/ns, hrolicn Ciflerns, that can hold no water, Jer. 
• ('l 2. 13. Therefore faith the Spirit to the Mphcfia'i 

Church, chap. 6. 11. 13. put on the vvliolc armour of 
• God. that ye may be able to ftarid againft all thewi'^s 

"^'l and having done all to fiand; as i f th^ 
-spirit fliould fay, it is as mgch as ever you can doe 10 , 
'ieep from flipping and/rf//w|Twh"en you have done alt/, 

'tf you. fight not only with flcfh nnd blood, hatwirfi 
('i fpiritual wickednefs in high plâ  °5, perfwading fhcra 

^9 be sloathed with Chriftinn armour on <*vcry parr,-
H i praying 
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praying alwayes with all prayer and fuppUcation anj 
watching thereto with all perfeverance ̂  what I fa^. 
you I fay to all watch, watch, watch, and pray^ th^ 
times together gives ChriR Jefus this counfel to K*̂  
Difciples, left they be foildby temptation. 

But fecondly.that the decay in Chrifts houfe.and yoj, 
own heart mav both trouble you when they con,e t 
fliall humbly ofJer this blefled expedient, that you t^j^ 
Mlizcnt hcedto maintain the fame fenfe of that undon! 
and helplefs condition which grace found you 

ea-

what were you before converhon, Rebels, Enemie 
your minds, darknefs. Fiends of Hell, Enemies of t 
ven haters of God, full of all iniquity .^ jour thn^t, 
are 'anopenfepulcher, your tongues are full of dueit, the 
poyfon ofAfps under jotiv lips, your Mhs full of curfi„. 
^tnd bilternefs, jovr feet fwift to Jhed bkod, havi.g ^ 
fear ofG^d before your ^J^^-J^/'f' f ' V^"^. f^^te, ca, 
vou ever forget thofe bl>ck deeds of darknefs you tr^, 
ded in and was given up unto, ferving divers luft^ 
and pleafurcs : Do you not remember when the fifj^ 
wakening came.it told you that at that time you ê̂ e 
without Chrift, which is the wlett to â  mifery, alie^^ 
from the Common-wealth of Ifrae , ftrangers to the 
Covenantsof promife, having no hope, and without 
God in the world, which is the final conclufion of 
^iferj. Ephef 2. I z. Had you died in this eftate. then 
what mull have become of you for the end of thefe 
things is death, not temporal only but . fr .«^/; f , , , , 
that doe fuch things fhall not inhent the K'.ngdom of Gol' 
Can vou forget thofe dreadful bitter cries and that an. 
euiOi you were in when the commandment catiies 
Did not fin then revive & you die?WerenotXuch as this 
your language, wo.woismel am undone, I ftall 
iSamnsd to aU eternity.wfrO' " go»c^ it is gone, it is 

Ue. 
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late, my day is over? Do you not remember chat bit
ter Row! written within and without, Lamentations^ 
:^Hrmng andwoe ? Did not your Hicp depart frOm you, 
aiiidyour itomachsnaufeateits meat? Did not defire 
f a i l , and Confcience tear yon? Were not this your 
frame, and much more in the dayes of your convidion 
and fight of Sin. How welcome then would one fmile 
from •Jhriil Jefus have been, to have heard his Voice 
in that bitter Agony, but to have whiip^red in thy 
Ear, Son be of good chear, thy Sins are fergiven thee ; 
would not fuch a word have been as Life from the 
the Dead ; did rot your Hearts then fay, fpeak Lord , 
but the word, have mercy on my Sou!, wafli me 
throughly from my iniquity, and clcanfe mefrom my 
Sin , for I acknowledg my tranfgreffion, and my 
Sins are ever before me follows me like a Lio" 
ready to tear my Flefliin pieces for a Prey ! Oh call 
to remembrance your Confe/Iions andPromifes, look 
over your Byarj Book^, did not your Heart and 
Mouth then befcech the Lord, that he would for-

I,, give your Sin which was great; did you not tell him 
./^ i f the World was yours, you would give it for a 
'Ji Pardon , the firfi born for your Tranfgrcjfton, and the 
•V fruit of your Bodies, for the Sin of yaur Souls ;^ ask 
A your Confcience now , if this and a thoufand times 
jj(t more was not your Language then; did not you fay, 

I will lie at thy Ma/efties feet, yea feed upon puis, 
and roul my mouth in Allies, let me but find Mercy. 

'St i l l but Confcience, and rebuke the Devil that go
eth about to devour me. Brother Convert, is not this 
a truth ; oh whats the matter now, what meaneth this 
ftrang change^ doth the decay in Chrills houfe, and 
thy own Hcarr, little or not at ail trouble thee,whtfncc 
is this ilrange change, wilt thou turnMonfter, that 
ROChing but a Miracle can fave thee , from a fatal fi-

H 3 ttal 



where will ic end j oh call to remembrance f*̂ ^ ' 
whence thou art fain, and repent and do thy firft 
or elfe God will come upon thee , and remove f̂!̂ * 
CandlefticJt, unchurch and difmember thee, ( ^ 
tho/i npott Rev. 2. f . I huc îbly beg fuch Chriflian*^^ '̂ 
are going into this declenfion, that they would d'T 
CQnfider what hath been oifered , and call to rem 
brance their own evil ways and doings that were 
^ood, and abhor themfelves for ever in buft and A(b °'' 
jiiis will make Chrift in his Vifics, Mercies, and Chid^ '̂ 
yea every ftate and fti'ait: welcome ftillj fovvil] vn' 
grow up'like the green Bay Tree, yea taller in HU^-"^ 
lity then the Cedar ia Lebanon : the hlefllng of Q ' ~ 
bring my poor Mite home to your Hearts, to tb" 
great end. Amen, Amen. 

^ : H A P . XV. 

Sherfing that want of. Tveepifig in fome, v>hen others f 
' Chrifis children with grief are fiooping, declares f , 1 

•to him it dying: {heWnng alfo in four rcfpeFls how^'^' 
ar'e to pitty; with four Remedies againfi this j^^ 

• cay.'' ' • • 

S I G N x y . 

W Ben you can fee Chrijis Children bowed 
mth trouble, andyffn not ^ or IjHi 

Sympathize Kfiththcf^. 
^Ithough affti^ion cometh not forth out of the d Q- ' 

Tint her doth tirotfbk fpring om of tht gromd-^ yij. ^ » 
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•l^ is bom mto trouble, as tbcfpark/ fijf upw.ird, Job 5,6.7-
T, Were the ^xripture fiient, every mans experience 

doth fufficiently evidence mans very State hert-s to be a 
j ^ l State of trouble , neither SeK nor Age, nor Employ-
•;,>ent, nor outward Eftate, whither high or low. 
flcS i rich or poor, is exempted from trouble, while ciiere 
A is a Devil to tempt, a World to allure, a fr^d Body 

of Jnfirmties, ^herewill trouble; go to the Court, 
1 / and there is Hand, Head, and Heart full of trouble; 
>t,' the Throne is big with bufinefs ftill in trouble, 
'd trouble again till out of trouble, that is the prelenC 
; / condition; not at all at reft, becaufe it is not other-
> wiie, impatient for a change, V ^ ^ ^ ' / l ^ ' ^ S 
/ ; weary of the change when attained ; 
J ! growing, yea, new motions ftill attending . 
4 tals: Goto'theCity and the thoufands there. Ug^V 
•/\ fowith bufinefs, running hither and ^hither, lome 
J . wringing of hands for forrow ; Sickncfsis come to ti c 
J windows, and Death to the bed fide-, here is wai-
\ 1' ling f o r a n c w / y j w , and there is the ot t"^ 

oppre^ecl, wifliing at Evening, would God it were 
Morning, and no fooner hath the Sun appeared IOE 
fome Minutes in its Luftre, but they arc wi n-

, . ing it were Evening again; fome pmeing away wic^» 
A piachin(r Hunfrer, for want of the Fruits of t he f i ao i 
( / others' pineing away with a pinphing Difi4^ V M ^ ^ 
$ f , Meat but no Appetite ̂  fome crying out I go*-"'."^-

lefs, give mcChil(iren or clfe I dye; others wailing 
.at their misfortunes, wo is me that ever I was a bathcc 
or a Mother ; in reft no where, Pallace nor Prip>n, 
Market nor Clo/et^ City nor Country, Court nor Ca!»p„ 

J can claim this one Prerogative; Here am I free from 
y trouble; tlip Youth weary of his yoke, the Eye and 

Condud of Father or Mafter is tooftrai t , his Bonds 
, too great to hold l o n g t h e Reigne rauft be lengthe-

H 4 ncd, 
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ped, orallisoutof order,yec but a few Months ch * 
every way as ftrange, this year a Prifoner in the i ^ " ^ ^ 
becaufe not at hi? own hands, malting his own o "̂ »̂ 
iion , next year a Slave to a cruel Goaler, look'^^' 
through Iron Grates fcaven fold more aPrifoj^"^g 
Oh, what is Man, where is reft for him to be fô "̂  > 
under the Sun. Doth not experience tell us, ^''^^ 
wood and Gall mtvAi u% t\cty where, eb'binn"''''''" 
flowing every 24 hours, and unliable as the Wate'̂ '̂  
Country life too AIelancholy,Cmy Life too follj. 
period of our Life fhall we call free , from JSiyt}, 
Death; from feven dayes old , to fevcnty years old'̂  
all La^eur and Travel. Do we not come into th' 
World with crying, doth not pain with Hunger 0̂  
Cold, pinch us as early as we are born, the heart of 
the Father ?_ladto d.iy ih^t he hath a buttoraor 
row much m o r e f o r the bubledifappearcd, and,, 
gone to its place: i f we live till feven years of ^ ' 
have we not feven Changes by then, is not the b/p 
of tbut fojf now turned into VFormwoodwitha. Feay/ 
f i t ; do we float upon the water a little longer, 
make our Mothers Heart glad; very poffibleic is 1 
that it may be the more fad before our Tragedy end' 
anon comes Tidings thefall of a T y l , ordepthofcf,' 
water.^ or crufh of the wheel hath broke our curio ^ 
VenusGlafsS-W to pieces; but dowc float a little 
ger , and get from under the Wing of ourGuardij 
arriving at a Marriage State, exc onr firfl horn hi''?' 
floated one Month in the World,our Months arc gon-
and thus from Period to Period fhould wc attain to rh' ' 
utmoft age of Manand-lengthof time, it is all but ^ 
Span; and here we muft conclude writh the Preach ^ 
in much Wifdom'ismuch Grief, and he that increafc'̂ ? 

Ho-arledge maeakth Sorrow; Eccle. i . vlt. Thus 
•vain from age to age in all its" periods begins wldi • 

Crying 

113 
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Jcryiffg, and clofcchwkh trembling , afraid of what is 

y"'lhigh, and fears in the way,and the Almond Tree , looks 
r,>white, and the grinders groweslow, and theGrafbop-
f);.peris aBftrdtn, and defire fails, and Man goeth to hts 
4f\long home , and the Mourners go about the Streets, va-
'/l^itityof vanities Jaitb the Freacher, all is vanity-, and 
r«''.this is your State, this is your portion under the Sun, 
ji I" j Oh ye Ions of Men ; all this you may read in the book 
cPliof Nature: But come to the Book of Scripturet ,h!id 
, 5no t . facob his trouble-, the days of the years of my 

i'; iPilgramagc are 130 years few andevil, er troublefime 
'JUave they been, (Gen. 47. 9 ) ^"^ ^ ' - f f ̂ '̂ •f» 
fr.) '̂,and was weary with compliiimng, IM'vid b->wed down 
A.w\x.h trouble, Jeremiah CompUmts, t>t. 
.A Pauls words from Birth to Death may be heretakeri 
|i /<{ up, even unto this prefent hour, if^e both hunger and 
'¥\thlrfl, are naked and bufeted, and have no ccrtatn dwcl-

\lin^ place, never at relt wherever we are. not never 
iA ftiall be under the Sun •, thus much for explication ot 
' f \ this term in the Sign, namely trouble, which though it 
flO''ijcarrya part in the Sign, yet the difttngmfliing niark 

of decaying in Godlinefs \s, when any of thefe kind Ot 
i / j troubles are the portioii of others, we can fee it or 
f i . know it with little or no Simpathy. fo r when trou-
•fh ble or affliftions of any kind from the L o r d , 
m are great upon fome, it is an evident tokcn^ of 
/ [ decay in fuch', as have not a -fellow-feehng to-

wards thertl. woe to them that are at eafe in Zion, 
^fP\.and lye upon Beds of Ivory , ftretching themfelves upon 

their couches that drinJi^ their Wincin bowls, and anoint 
^iff themfelves Vfith chief Oyntmcnts , but are not grieved 

for the affliaion of Jofeph, in Amos 6. from the I . , .tO 
they Some we may fee there lived a carelefs^ life , 

, , feeding to the f u l l , h id even what heart could wif l i , 
"Ji felt not the trouble in perfon, that at the fame time 

was 
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was their brerlirens portion; yet are not crie ^ 
the afEiftions of fofeph, but lived at the helnh 
Joy, under their own fulnefs, and were not com 
fionatcly affefted with others penury; phi i 
been found among the people of God, but i l f V ' ' 
from them, Numh, 20. We (hall find that / r 
was in great diftrefs, and begs their brother v"^ 

- • ^'^'2ing Sn' • 
that ought to be in him. God will not forget to t 
notice of this, and reckon for i t ; w h i c h p r o v t s ' 
pitty in his people one to another, is Gods espcA*'' 
tion from them, Amos i , u . Thus faith the L / 
for three tranfgrefftons of £dom, and for four / 
not turn avfay the punijhment thereof, bccaufe he T""̂  
fued hjs Brother with the Sword, and cafl of alit^' 
t j . ' 

But fome may Objedandfay, fhall we pitty chof 
Cthough Gods own people) that have broughi; 1̂ ' 
cheir finning, what mifery is come upon them? ^ 

Anfw. Yes, God expeds this from his peop] 
enemies, bow much rather from their friends if^.A^ 
5, <5, Sit thou ft lent, and get thee into dark»efs A 
J:)aughter of Caldeans, forthoupjaltnomorehec^ 
Jed the Lady of Kingdoms; I was wroth Vnith t») peu" 
fie, and gave them into thy hands, hut thou didjl /J 
them no pitty, upon the ancient hafi thou very heavil 
(aidthy yoai; For this caufe they muft get them into 
darknefs, dearly noting, that though God for h i / 
peoples evils, do affl id and treuble them, yet it is 
at all, cither to warrant his people, or his peoples ene 
niies, to add to the burthen he layech upon them; but 
on the contrary calls for pitty, yet not pitcy'with 
cbeir fins, but fuch pitty as may reduce thein from 
their fins. • • . p. "1 



Firl t , irt taking notice (hat they ar^ in mifery, 
^ f'ememher 0 Lord n>hnt is come upon »s, conjtder andde-

f%ld our reproach. The Church counts it of tendency 
\r"{to her heaUng,by having her afflicftion taken notice of. 
fd^t Secondly, you muft pitty them in helping them to 
'|iunderftand the caufe why it is come Lam. 3.36. whcrc-

ji'^lfore doth the living mdfiiomplatn, a man for thepunijk; , 
I'Jmentof his Jin. 

/ j j " Thirdly, Pittyin proyoakingthemto fearch and try 
jii'i their ways, and turn to the Lord their God. , 

Fourthly, pitty in helping them down; that i s , 
iF,, laying the difpleafure of God before them to humble 
/ . t h e m ; and when duly humbled, to comfort themi 

left fuch fhould befwallowcd up with over mu^h for-
j f ' ] row; We may conclude this evil to be very comtnon 
J' I among profeflbrs, and it may call upon them to a felf-
/ ' L examining, whether, and wherein they are under this 

i fpiritual decay •, for the removing or preventing of 
I which , I (hall offer three or four things briefly, and 

I fo conclude this Sign; 
Firft, to confider the precepts for this duty, and 

rtf'*, from whom they come, Rem, 12. l a H . Be k}ndly 
Wj affeUionate one to another, with brotherly love, inhe--
\itmur preferring one timther; weep with them that weep:, 
U / put on as the elell of God, bowels of mercy , kifdntfsy 
rKj,! humblcncfs of mind, meehnefs, longjuffering , Wfo is af-

fliEled, and I bum not ? 
WM • Secondly, confidcr the danger of being wanting 
^ . h e r c . 
A Firft , i t makes us raoft unlike God , <?//f^«>'?/-
m piliomhervasafliEled. 
d 'jl Secondly, I t opens a door to let in upon us equal mi-
fi'^ fcry, AmoiO.j. Therefore JJjall they go into captivity., 

tvithth: firfl that go captive , and the'^banquit of them 
/i fkatfireichthemfehes/ball be removed. 
[if/ • • Thirdly, 
A? 

file:///itmur
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Thirdly, ic leads the way to heart-hardninp 

7. TO. Opprefs not the rpUoVi>, fatherlefs, pr^„ ^''<^k 
feor; but they refnfed to hearken^ tnJe their^l"^ 
as an Adamant pone. f^^art 

A third help againftthis decay, is to be conr.* 
ring or laying to heart the condition of fuch thi J-
itmay now be, andyetmay be ourown ; youth \ 
fpirittial, refiore fuch an one in the fpirit of meet' 
Confidering thy f e l f , hfl thou alfo be tempted, beary^^^' 
mothers Burthens, andfo fulfil the Law ofri".'"'' 
Gal. d, beginning. 

Fourthly, A fpurch help againftthis decay, IOQI, 
the Lord fefus for your Copy, and write after hi '̂̂  
he could fee no Saint or Sinner bowed with tr 
but he had fympathy for them, the Garment o f t - ' 
pitty was ready to over fpread all perfons, and in f 
conditions; behold his pradicc for your example 
And great Multitudes came to him, having with tlT^ 
ihofe that were lame, blind, dumb, and maimed 
ftingthem down AH fefus feet (what then; and he h?' 
led them faying, / have Compajfm on the Maltit^/'' 
h'ecaufe they have contimedwith me three days, andh'' 
nothing to eat, I will not fend them away Fafli^fr 
they Faint by the way; How of ten would he in k 
pitty have healed ferufafem, an4 when it was too ij'i 
and the day o f their Vification over; yet he canno' 
come near the City , but frills a weeping to fho^ f,:̂  
fympathy, though they had finned paft recovery IJL' 
that worthy paffage Luke 10. that left ferufalen L 
the Church, and went down to ferico or the World 
and there fell among Thieves., which ftripped him* 
woarided him, and left him half dead ; then cotn 
the Triefi, he looks on , and away goes he- th^^ 
comes a Levite and looks on, Raffing away likewife'^ 
now comes this good Sdmmtan, i^ai when he fav̂  

|iitn 
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,ini he went r.earer, and had compafiion on hi tn . 

we, be warmed ciT\ifi/led, but went nearer yet, and 
bound up bis wpunds, powringin Winecochcar him 

j'^is faimiKg, andOyleto heal him of his Grief, 
andfcts him on his beaft , and brings him to an Inn, 
jnd takes care of him. In a'l his peoples afflidions 
"e was afflidcd ; let every one of us therefore pleafe 
^ « h Sympathy his Neighbour, for bis good to Edi-
t'catjon , fey even Chrift pleafed mt Jnmfelf, hut as tt 
^'^nnen^ the reproaches of them that Reproached the 
i"^.onmc, Rom. 15. 2, 3. 

C H A P . X V I . 

' ^htwing that Vfhen the name cf Chrift , and credit^ to 
hzs Gofpel. U mt fo dear to ts asperfonal f4mngs 
»f are then furely on the dying hand: and that in 
'fi'ite, U j , and life , we otght to fubmit if called 

foffering: with four caufc^of decay here. 

S I G N X V I . 
\ 7 T J Hen you rvillrather betray the Ham 
, V V f / Chriji Jefus, and the credit of 

Goffd by your ftlenceiy then appar for it 
^oyonr own fufering and difparagentcnt. 

-Three things may be obfervable as to the opening 
Of this Sign.'' ^ 

^ ' f f t , what is meant by the Name of Jefus. 
Name refers to his perfon, and properties, as His 

power, wifdom. Judgment, mercy, juftice, gooa-
J « s ; difhonour done to all or any of thefe, is done 

hitn, becaufe this is the matter or fubftance he is 
ojadeknown b y , andnndcrftoodtobe; tis clear thac 
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