
^ Sigm of a Dying or Decaying Chrifiian, I of 
,ini he went r.earer, and had compafiion on hi tn . 

we, be warmed ciT\ifi/led, bin went nearer yet, and 
bound up bis wpunds, powringin Winecochcar him 

h i s ^ andOyleto heal him of his Griefs 
andfcts hira on his beaft , and brings him to an Inn, 
jnd takes care of him. In a'l his peoples afflidions 
"e was afflidcd ; let every one of us therefore pleafe 

Sympathy his Neighbour, for bis good to Edi-
t '^ t jon , fey even Chrift fleafedmt Jnmfelf, 
^'^nntn^ the repcAches of them that Eeproached thse, 
J"^.o>tme, Rom. 15. 2, 3. 

C H A P . X V I . 

' th^t Vfhen the name cf Chrlfi , anAcreJit^ to 
G of pel. u not fo dear to ts asferfoml 

»f are then furdy on the dying hand: and that t» 
'fi'ife, U j , and life . we ctght to fubtnit if called 

fuffering: rcith four caufe.^of decay here. 

S I G N X V I . 
\ 7 T J Hen you wiUrathcr betray the Ham 
, V V f / Chriji J e f f f s , and the credit of 

Gofpd by your pence h then appear for it 
^oyonr own fu ferine and difparagmcnt. 

-Three things may be obfervable as co the opcaitig 
Of this Sign.'' ^ 

^ ' f f t , what is meant by the Name of Jefus. 
Name refers to his perfon, and properties, as 

power, wifdom. Judgment, mercy, juftice, gooa-
J « s ; difhonour done to all or any of thefe, is done 

«itn, becaufe this is the matter or fubftance he is 
ojadeknown b y , andnndcrftoodtobe; tis clear that 

- • • • • N m 



I o 8 Signs of a Djing or Decaj^i^gchyfri 
JV îwP in Scripture , when referred to thJ^'^*^' 
GocandChrift, notes all this, i . ^ . ^ . H^^^^^^ 

•paltmt take the Name of the Lord thy God^^ 
Chap. 33. 19- Chap. 34. 6, 7. hjh. 7. xo 7 , 

Secondly, how far i f called, ought tveto f .» ' ' 
this Name. \ • • '"'^erfor 

Suffering i& a word reduceable'to.'threehead-
Cfcncrmginman. iv. Ap x- . ^ ^\\ 

Firft , in effatc there he may fufFcr, by havin 
goods fpoiled, his bodily fubflance Wafted, Hcb IQ '"S 

"Hit 
'lift 

mi' 

Secondly, in body by perfecntions, andrepro°"]^i-
bonds, and imprifonments, HeL l o . 32, 
I I . 36. 

Thirdly, in life , Luke i^i^. 26. AEis ii. 
vel. 12. 12. Now ia what cafes may we be proy 

this dying Jign , ^̂ '̂  falling under any guilty of 
thefe three heads. 

Firf t , I f becaufe of our cftate we coTiply , 
or coumenance any evil, or reFufe to confcfs any " ' 
John 1 2 . T m . 4.10. Neverthelefs Amongthe 
Rulers dfomanj believed m him, bm did not confefj f^'^^ 

"lefi they foauld be put out of the Symgogrn. 
Secondly ,̂ i f becaufe of our bodies, to free ^ 

from fufferings, we will cornpiy with, or countenan 
any evil , or refufe to confcfs any good, Mat. 13 ^ 
But wheif tribfiLitionor perfecution rifeth, I'ccaufilf'}' 
word; by and by they are offended. ^ 

Thirdly, If becaufe of our lives to free them 
:Wi!i comply with any evil, or refufe to confcfs' 
.good, contrary to nan. 3. 17, 18. cli.ip. 6. 16. ij^ 
derail or any of thefe confiderations, when profe/r"" 
can hear the great name difhonoured, and bv th"-^ 
filence fuffer it to bf betrayed, it is very cvidem tfi^"^ 
?re dying to ihe things of God. No man or womaj 
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Signs of a Dying or Decaying C hrifiian, 109 
in a Chriftian profeffion, but one time or another, are 
lyabic to temptations of this kind ; that is, to h^ the 
lSl:irtie and credit of Chrift and iiisGofpel, come in 
competition wicli their fufferings and difparagements. 
And anfwerable to their wcaknefsor flrength, fo or­
dinarily is their behaviour to fufftr or tol in , 

j The wifdom of the Serpent not to run into any 
temptation of this kind, by going without a fufficicnc 

(Call into fuch Company , as may villilie and, fet lighE 
'bytheNumeot Jefus and his Gofpcl , in whofe eyes 
he is notcftecmed, nor his Gofpel had in any Reputa­
tion ^ muft be accompanied with the Innocency of the 
Dove, that is, i f by forae providential Call we are ^ 
ihcre, it will not (land with a Doves innocency, to heac 
Chrip Name and his Gofpel reproached, perhaps to 
the looling fome place of outward Honor, Repute oc 
Profit, you are now it may be in the Synagogue among 
the worldly Rulers, feafting on their Dainties, an i 
fohn Baptifi in his Prifen Fafting with his Lord, And 
dsfignes on foot to cake his head, and if you fp^^^k , 
your great Landlord will not induie you to have his 
great pcnniworth any longer, your great Kindred will 
beafharaed of you and turn you out of the Syna­
gogue, i f you keep not filent, and bear with their 
f auntings and Jearings at Rellgm, and hold your 
peace, be againft them in your Heart to ftiU Contience, 
but as filenc, as though you lidcd with them , to keep 
tbeirapplaufc; mighty for Chrift m the Clojet, where 
nobodyelfc fees you nor hears you. but dumb witU 

'filenceupon xhtTheator; haveany.of your Rulers be-
iicved on h i n j , may not we in prudence run with this 
eafie ftream, rather then in over zeal , hazard all, 
and run ourfelvcs into a Jai l , is itnotgoodfleeping 
in a whole skin, Chrifl: hath my Heart and fliall have, 
arvd what i f in fuch jui tvil time, I give the Ruler 



1 lO signs of a Dying or Decaying C[jrijiia„: 
my Month dotji not die Scripture fay, the pr J 
fliallkeepyj/fwf this time, bec.iufe it is an fz,// . '̂C 
Oh, is not this an evU time, when a Man (hall be 1 ' ' '^^' 
ed out of the Market for but fpeaking a word oT^^^" 
fide the way; and thus carnal reafonings are a 
take with fucb, who kuow little of the worth of }^ 
Name, and certainly it isnotonelyaSignofthed '''^^ 
in Godlinefs, but a very finful decay for any Chrin*^^^ 
profeflbr , to have fo little prefence of Chrift and u-̂  
Gofpel in his Heart, as to fuffer upon mature confi?'^ 
ration, any Storm whatfocver , scarry him lifee p 
ter Captive to the denyal. I never k»en> him ^ Jjj, ^' 
not what thou fayeft, where is that old fpirit that 
in Gods people under fuch temptations in time p^ji ^ 
I will fliith God fraite all thefe people with thePep-' 
lence,and difinhcrit them, what then faith 
bis Honourable Eftimationof Gods name. Numb, -^^ 
15, 16. Now if thou fhdt kill all this people as one .' 
thett the Nations which hath heard the Fame of thee ̂  
fpsak. faying, kcaufe the Lord ypas not able to brintr f^. 
feople into the Land which he fWre to them, therefore k 
hath jlainthem in the ivildernefs ; O Lord, never letrji^ 
Eyes fee this day, but rather blot my Name out of 
Book , then to fufF,T this reproach to come upon thl 
famous Name what mean you to" weep and breal 
my Hart faith the Holy Apoflie, I am ready not one! 
to beBound but to »lient ferttfalem, for theName \ 
our Lord Jefus th is blefTed Name, that is inScriptn 
rightly Stiled, mnderfttlComcellor, niighty God^ ev'^'^ 
lafiing Father , Prince of peace; thefe names to 
fojhm, Paul, &c. were more precious then Gold v ^ 
then fine Gold, yea the faireitamongftten thoufand^ 
even altogethtr lovely ; but I fhall proceed to three ' 
four Caufes of this decay, &c. which being heeded"̂  
may fervc alfo as remedies againft this decay. ^ * 

Firfl. 



Signs of a DyiiJg or Decaying Chriftidn, I I I 
M Firll , a flaviflJiearof men , and tilings pemining 

rftto llliS life ; rcar je not the reproach vf men ^ neither hs 
^j: afraid of their revilings; upon this fcore, either fea-
i i ' j ring men, or fearing looling the things pertaining to 
il'j'j(this life, &sfohniz. Many believed but did'not ccnfefs 
^'V^/fW, for (ear of loofiM^ t heir place In the Sy:ai>g(ie. It 

much to be feared chat wich regard to this, htur 
end bear to hear, fee and bettr to fee, k»ow and bear_t^ 

Kvjhnotv, th itdiOionour contraAed to the nameof Ch;ift, 
ifjjl and his gofpel, that ocherwife they would not, and 
ifl" J certainly ought not; have m felM-iJhip with mfruitful 
t( i Vuorki of darkfiefiMf ''^'^'^^ reprove them; that is, comi; 
Wu not in company with them, yet i f you mud, then rc-
fu, buke chem -, for any amOng their great fricnds.kindrcd, 
[ ' % r any other, by whom perhaps they have great gam, 
[ i j i to bear with fwearing, blafpheming, deriding at Re-
i ^ l i g i o n , or Other vain communications. plainly argue 6 
Ml a great Davifli fear to have poiTefled chem. 
/ Secondly, another Caufe of this,tnay be an impotent 

love; chat is, your love to God proves weak or lame j 
/I'll There is no fear in I6v£, but perfefl love cajlt oktfedr be' 
Iftl cattfefedr hath torment. . 
•A 'thirdly, UnskilfulnefsintheDoftrine of fclf-deni-
/ , a!, may prove' a great Caufe of this decay , tvhofoerer' 
Dp:' doth not take up his Crofs and follow me, cannot be my Vif-
d ciple; behold 1 go bdmdin the fpirit to fernfalem , not 

I knowing the things that fljall befall me there^ fave that the 
/ holy ahofi witnejfeth in every City, faying , bonds and^ a(-
A fUlJions abide we, but mne of thefe things move me, neither 
d comic I myliff dear tomyfelf^ fo I rttay pnijh iny courfe 

J, Fourthly, A doubtful mind of Gods Allfuffieiency, 
A and certainty, to makeup what damage may come 
/ throbghour care to his name and credit, both in this 
m hfc , and that to come ] Gods All fufficiency is never 
If • • ' • ' I fo 



,e ! 

11-2 Sigfts of a Dywg or Decafwg Chrifiiatj] 
fo feen, as in the time of grcateft fcarcity, or under th 
hioheft ftraits; Then fiand and fee the falvntion c 
th^Lord; and as God, fufficiency is never fofeen ! 
then, in lil^c manner he is never fo obliged astlw 
When perfons are fuffering (through hrs grace) fot hi' 
naraefake: They (hall (ay their hands mjort, and p,,j ^ 
cutcpH, and bring yoH before Rulers for my «an^es-U^-
hit Iwillgivc yoH a muth, and^dom ^htch all^^^' 
adverfarieslhallnotbeabletoga,n.fay, Lukcz i . i j ^ >" 
but I (hall le^ve this to confideration, and proceed 
theiySignof Dying to Godlinefs. 

C H A P . X V H . " ! 
chen>in^, that f,ming through impatience und^rOfc„cc,^ 
^ lacmainmarhf ^eepdecayya^^th Objea^ons, 

Anfwers provingthe degrees of anger and three c,^ , 
f,^chrifiia^smrP^^^'''''''^^'>J^"^ 

S I G N X V I I . 

-Hen at a fmall ofnce , you are ufualL 
V V foin^ptitient.that you commit great fi^^ 
Tt iTnot poffiblc to live without offences giving, 

nkinn S or feeming; and fuch is mans frailty m corn. 
that even under fmall provocations they are ar̂  

To v^eld to 00 deep . n impreffion. But for better 
derSnding, ic may be neceffary to make fome O b f « , 

" ^ ? r S t o 1 h « i n g of fmall Offences. 
' Secondlv As to ̂ ê kind of impatience here intended. 

Fir'i Bv fma" Offences is meant, either fmall with 
r-foea' to the little occafion that is given, perhaps but 
feemingly, or i f real, yet flen'ie^ as it would 
b e w i l ^ o i to wink at i t . and but folly to be moved 
bv i t . 

' • Secondly, 



P'̂ '̂ ĵ  "^'^^-^ "f"^ or Decaying Chrijiian, 113 
"^'H'l ^^^-' '^"^'yi^m.il as coming from die fmalleft occafions. 

t ^ l • . ! f ^ ' ' ' y ;= ' " error of life, as to the tilings of Heaven» 
hfi" tlhn ? '"^^^".''^'"g c'lac that is greater in many degrees, 

^rlii* life L ^ '̂"'"̂ '̂  that may ariiefrom the things of thiS 
) Chr'a"'" '̂̂ '̂  God are called the fmalleft matters. A 
n fDi. ,"™^y^eeafily read more or lefs, ftrong , or 
% i f that "l ' ''̂ ^̂  •̂ T̂e'̂ ie'i with the offences 
^ ! 0' <̂ f̂ « ' 'feminillcrto hini j whereas thir:is cnv)sngs, 
• 'V ' ' ''"'^^'^'f^ ''»">MgyoH , are ye m iarrial aiid va/k. 
oCf' .^'•''•^ i Cor. 3,2. 

W '̂ ^̂  '̂ "^ '''"'^ of impatience here intended is,for fmall 
boi?H^^ be fo moved or inraged,as to run beyond the 
»w f?, GoJs allowance , Be angry but fin not; let 

Mr, ^nrl r*"'S'"^^»^P°»7oitr wrath; Intimating a great 
Or^J ™s inperfons, when provoked to be fo inraged aS 
V con^"^'""^ ^"'^ M in wrath, fecking for revenge, 
,ri- 'crary to Gods Councel, in malice as Gods Children. 

. But it may be objeded,whether an allowance 
^"ger. or impatience tinder provocatioh may not 

* / ' ' f fo . ' f "•/""'•T'̂ ere is an anger in good part.and in bad parr, 
i / , r,'*''^'''^off'^nceorb.angry,orimpatient, aito chirrt 
4,1 -O 'H P''^"'"^' ^^^^"S'̂ . or requital; furely i t is mi 
ill C"!' J" 7 ' ^̂ '̂ ^ "̂ Z" "'H'-y his hrotberjMll be in dan-
, jte iiî  y fudgment •, /ar /» ?/&f/V ^a^ r̂ f /v; 
^% ' ' ' ' • ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ' • ^ W ^ w ' ' ^ ^ f'̂ ''̂ ^^ their 
(F is f t ' Z"'" ^ ' ' ^ i^ f ' - f^ , Gen. 49.6, y.Here impatience 

avoi? j ' " ' " P '"^ ^"'^ ''y Chriftians co be abhorred and 
I . • ' '"ng not of that kind, Bxod. 32- iP-

J \ d;r1 ^"/'-^ ^»ger waxed hot; fullof zealoils and forfi 
thri r ' "otfimply againft their perfon, butagaihft 

ps \ pie r- Thus God is faid to be angry with his peo-
r I R ^ • " ^y '̂̂ '̂'̂  they provokehimyxVrtw^ 11.10, 
/ Out "^patience and anger in il l part, is fach as runs 

' , to the breaking the hedge of Government, run-
itf'y' \ % ning Oil' 



114 Signs of aDying or Decaying Chrifi,^,^ 
ning into curfing, fwearing, tumuUs, fighciup ' 
brawling. ^' 

OhieB. 2. But it maybe agiin Objefted, thj^ 
Sign itfelf fetmsto giveallowanceof great anger 
impitiencc. under great Offences-, for it fa i th , il,^^ 
at A fmal ojfoice pa are fo imfatient, thatjoit com^" 
great /?«. 

Anfw. DoubileA under great Offences, greater dif 
pleafuremay beminifcl^ed; but let the growing {) ' 
Ven-bornChriflian, fet up hisftandard here, diaf!" 
no offence fmall or great, he miy dare at any hand 
break down the wall ; in a word, Be angry ' 
not, Ephef 4 a6. By this means we make our i^^l^^ 
reCCods, to whom vengeance belongs, and he ^yl 
righteoufly repay, otherwife.that is, when impatien ' 
carries us into the path of finnnig.we make thequa; 
our own, and take Gods work from him , and f„ -^^ 
cur hisd'ifpleafureupon us: The good Lord givej 
wifdom andftrength to Chriflians here under allp,^. 
vocations, whether great or fmall in Church or p,̂  
milv, from friend or enemy, that they/rf fatnncc h 
its perfeawork, rather to the fuffering any wron ' 
the!, committing the leaft fin, How hkeour Head 
l o r d Jefus would this declare iis to bev^ho did notf,„ 
r.citkr was q_Me found in his wouth , yet when he w^j 
vUed, reviled not agin , when he fafftvedthreatned not' 
('took it mofl meekly) and committed himfelf to him thgf. 
mdgeth rightcoftjly. , , „ . • , . 

Objea. 3. But It maybe objeded again, whetherfc. 
this Supei iours as Governors, Parents, or Ma{lers,tnav 
or not be angry with their Infenours f ' 

Anfw. Yes, and corrtd them to, but it mufl b 
their drinking was in I fthtrs time, according to 
Law of Gods allowance; Read for our rule in this afe 
(and let us live and die by i f ) jSlehem, 5. 6,7^ 

: as 
the 

1 



>} signs of a Dying or Decaying Chrifian. 115 
I was very angry when I heard their cry, and thefe-aicrds ; 

i f ' then J rebuked the Nobles and Rulers fajing. It is not good 
I that you do, ought ye not to walk.in the fear of our God, be' 

di i caufetf the reproach cf the J/eathen our enemies. O leC 
1^ Clirillians make tliis their rule under all provocations, 

to keep within the fear of God, bccaufe of the rc-
/ proach of the Advcrfary; yea, let your provocation be 

I what it w i l l , or from whomc it will, friend or enemy , 
ff child orfervant,them that have rnofl caufe or leaft caufe, 

i l i l l remember and keep to this, it is better ten thou-̂  
er'l fand times tenthoufand, patiently to fuffer, than im-
ĵ )' patiently to fm and fuffer too by the one, others do us 
xj'' wrong^by the other we do our fclves wrong: Sr. Pad 
A meets with fome Chriftians in the Corinth Church un-
j f j der this Dying Sign, i Cor. 7. 6. Brother gotta to Law 
îyj n>ith Brother,and that before the unptfl too : He prefcribes 

(PJ the Remedy, that they rather take wrong (chough from 
Brethren) andfuffex: themfelves to be ^defrauded. The 

f Proverb is worth our heeding in this kind, (it will not 
nJ',, countervail our coft) better patiently take the wrong, 
/ than with finning fcek our right. 
/ ( I fliail now come to two or three Caufes of this De-
A cay, which being obferved and avoydeJ, may alfo 
f ; ferve as Ilemedies againlt this decay or dying Sign. 
/ , FirR, the firff Caufe, want of Govermucm over 
/ our ownfpirits. 
A Secondly, Too high efteem of worldly Tnjoyments. 
(|/ Thirdly^ Cumbringour felves with any bufinefs. 
i ' ^or the firll.t/,-;.. Want of government over our own 
t fpirit; that is, not being Lords over our own Pafiions, 
f having them at our Chrillian beck, when to be angry , 
J ^nd to what degree, Ignorance of our bounds here , 

make us BeafUll^c; / were envious at the fo&ijh, when 
Jfa^ the prosperity of the ̂ ncked; faying, 1 have wafh-

'f'^ 'd my heart in vain. and cleanfcd mi hands <9 innoconcy, 
,f ^ Pfal. 



1 1 6 signs of a Dying or Decaying Chrifiian. 
pfal. 73' Sofoolifh and ignorant was / , even as a !<eafl 
fore thee. He that hath no rule over his own Spirit. ^ 
like a City Veithoat fVatls andhrokcn down. Want of go-, 
vernment over our own fp i r i t , makes us as naked or 
defolate, as an unfortified City, wliofe Walls are bro­
ken down, Prov. 25. 28. 

Secondly, Too high efteem of worldly Injoytnents. 
He that will hardly be moved at a bigger thmg, 
not eafily be moved for a pin •, All offences arc a kind 
of lofs being fomething that croffeth the gram of our 
fpirit- now anrverable to the eftimaiion we have more 
or lefs of our lofs, will our offences taking be; Itispyt, 
ting too high a value of earthly Injoyments as Huf. 
band Wife, Children, HoufeorLand Gold or sin 
vcr that makes us lo impatient at their lofs or leaving 
Set ro^rafeBion. faith St. Paul, on things above n,t 
thins below; The time is fljort^itremaineth that thy th^^ 
havemves, be as though they had none ; and they th^^ 
y.rcp, as thou<rh they weep not; and they that buj^as thom^ 
they pMdnot, I Cor. 7. 29. The Apo<He would have 
thena to carry about with them their outward Injoy. 
ments, as a Traveller carries his old Coat about wid, 
him, e'very day thinking to throw it of; andifheloofe 
ir, or be robbed of i t , doth not much trouble himfelf 
forhefers little value upon i t : jWonld Chriftian Tr^^ 
vcllcrs feck to foar high in thel- aff-dions, how lit. 
tie would this little little wofdly pelf, feem to us 
in our getting or looling, i Cor% 2. Phil; 3. 8. 

Thirdly, A third caufe of our Impatience, and a 
third Remedy againft it is, to avoyd much cumbringour 
felf with any bufinefs; that is, a filling our hands too 
full, over charging our felves, taking more iiponus 
than we are able to manage with fubmiffion to better 
v:h!ngs,and fo hinder mediation and contemplation about 
thofe lafting things of Heaven j which occ^fions a free­

zing 
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J zing of the fpirits, and fo we (in and fall as every little 
'̂ 'f/ trouble comes in our way,- whereas a joyful fpirit, that 
' is inlarged and at liberty, i J M r j ' b e l i e v e s 

:!)ings, endures all things, ismt eafilj provoked, 
•or. 15. at large (hews: allthiswhile. fpirit cumbred 

IS in bondage, and quickly fretted, like a fcald head 
r foon broken; Take heed leafi at any time your heart k 

overcharged, L u k z i . 34 / veotddhave you be rvithottt 
if\ carefulnefs, i Cor. 7,32. Martha, Martha, thou art 
^ troubled., andcumbrei^thyfelf about many things-, butt. 
t 'l Mary h^lh made choice , or bufiedhcr fdf about that good 
lf,\ part th.tt /hall never be taken from her, Luke 10. laft. 
Ii' i Conlider what you read, and the good Lord give you 
fi ^ underftanding. Amen. 

^ C H A P . X V I I L 
^'1 Provittgtfofe Ch-ifiians to be almofl ciead, that make it 

, more their bttfinefs, to get the form than the Power oj 
i Keligion wit h Caufes and Remedies. I ' -'.; 

i^^j S I G N X V l i l 
Ji' \ 71 J Hen y OH are more careful to get themrd^ 
'A V V of Chrijis People, than the fpirit of 

^^Pfi^ People 5 the Form than thePorver. 
That is, the name and ouc-lide of Reformation, ra-

A t'letf than the fpirit and power of Reformation-, when 
,J theftrengthand bent of all their care, lies in trimming 
f riiy felf to appear before men righteous or religious. 
i) Perfonsmaygo very far in this with great fclf-fccurity, 

'•^'t'ng barely upon outfide performances, getting fine 
fi words, and painted cxpreflions, making a great ftiow 
/ of their worfhip , Pharafiical like, and at the fame 
«| time live under the dominion of fomc bafelufh, Jfa.i. 

ijj M ) 12, 14,-14. To what purpofe is the multitude of your 
f! Sacraficef 



joticome to appear before me , who hath required thrs ^,. 
your hands, to tread my Courts? Tour new Moons .^^ti 

*_.«J f^^/Jj tLr^v /ivp atvnuhh tn me. I am 1 
your nanus \ luin-nvt "y * —• --" l 
appointed Feafis , they are a trouble to me, I am Wear' 
to beifr them , for pur hands are full of ̂  blood. They 
were then under th i guilt of fin, or dominion or both 
and yet at the fame time full of outward Services, anj 
mighty bufie in their Worft i ip , JI ear ye this yem^nof 
fudah, that enter in at thefe gates to worfhip the Lord, jj^ 

' m trufi i» lyH "^ords, faying, The Temple of the Lor^ 
the Temple of t .je Lord ; for the Temple of the Lord I 
this jf jethran^ly amend yoi4r%^'ays and doings; if j^^^ 
throM execute^judgment betmcn a man and hi, r.ei^/^^ 
hour , and oppreft net the poor, fatherle s, or wido^. 
this Jdelight. ^er.jAt is clear here alio thefe rell^j 
meerlv in outwards, and lived under the dominion of 
very bafe lufts, at the very time ihexftemed fo zeabu^ 
for the Lord. , r j ' " . 

And it i« very much to be feared , many now aday^j 
i-uti in the fame channel,E^-f-^ 5 3-31,32. Come r. 

their mouth jkew, mucioLove; i UUL_U 
their he^rt runs after Covetoufnefs. _ , 
trices in Zion , that (lielter themfelves in the outfide of 
%c\\^\on. Covering Oods Altar with tears, Mai; 2 0 
13. Yet he regards them not, feeing fuch to be but no' 
minal ChriRians, and therefore abhors chem exceedinjr' 
Jy : The Scripture feems to incimace this as a verv rrw' Jy : The Scripture leems to incimace tnis as a very com 
monoverfpreadingweed, not rare to be found , bac 
rather rare to be avoided in profefTors. Let us there, 
fore ail look CO our fclves, prov.e our own wor\_, ^ ,J 
'^,e^^ve ripycing in our felves aU^e, Mat, 23, i ^ " j " 

S. 
for 
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ff^' fora pretence make long prayers,Kom. 2.18,19,20. Be-
J hold thou art called a f e V f , refiefi i» the Law, makefi 
'[^ thy boafi of God, being confident that thou thy felf art a, 

r\ guide of the blind, a light to them in dark?s(s i at the 
lame time under the dominion of Sin. 

f,i But what may he the Caufes of this, that perfons 
(houldtake fuch pains in Religion , and at the fame 

i time be but meer painted Sepulchres ? 
f ^ l ' Anfw. Firft, grofs ignorance 7Temporal advance-
r.i Secondly, Carnal fecurity. jment. 

I irft Grofs ignorance, that God did never infHtute 
i/iL Laws for Laws fake, but for his Name fake, and finnej-s 
' l\ fiving ; never placing happinefs in them, but in hin^ 
(^^j that is the author of them. O then what ignorance an4 
r\ madnefs is i t , for people to content themfelves with 
l(J flcfh-circumcifionGod will puniOi fuch with the un-

circumcifed, fer. 9. laft. Behold the dayes come, faith the 
Lord, that I willpmljh the circumcifed with, or as truly 
as, the uncircumcifcd; for the one hath it not in the 
i'lcfli, and the other not in the heart. n, l i 

Secondly, Carnal fecurity -, That is, dream they lhal! 
j be accepted becaufe great Prayers, great preachers 

/ | gî eat goers to Church ( though this be goojl 
v'«) in it f e l f ) yet this is filthy and bad , when either it 
(ly is aloncorrefted in ^ When they Jballfay, peace mdfafc--

' 7 , then fnddain deftruHion Cometh upon them, as travail 
itpon a -^oman with child, and they fliall not efcape , 

4 ^ T h e f s . j . j . • • ' 
4 ' This Carnal fecurity is like to prove the damningftn 

of thoufands in our very Age , it appeareth in Scripture 
4 ! to be one of the common fins of ProfefTors ; in the 

t^imcofNoah, they eat. drank bought,fold, married, 
r̂ndgave in marriage, that is things lawful in themfelves 

^vich fubmiflion to more noble etriployment, was not 
ondemnable, but this is that thev were given tip to 

• ' ^ 'thcfc 
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thefc as i f tliey did wholy addid chemfelvcs to the/c 
as to a TradCiit was all they bended their minds unco 
t!iemanin the Gofpel was fecure that went mcothe 
Marriage without the Wedding Garmenti the five Vir, 
Eins was fecure, the five Churches in v^//^ was fecure 
though in danger, and threaded without fpeedy repe^, 
tance, to be fpewed out of Gods "^^"^'^^^J^'l "^^ t h . 
Carnal Security raign greatly among many Profcflor, 
in our own experience (may we nottearj take upth,,, 
reft and hope, for Salvation, upon what they have 
done leaning upon a read, have Sheets not large enougi, 
tocover them, are we notapt till our works are i t o l 
xnedby eminent danger and approach oi Death, 
negleftche preferving alU and aH manner of diligence, 
m make or prove our Calling or Eleftion fure by go.ng 
S t h e daify Acldi t ionof/ . / ;^ , J^ru. Kn^^Udg^ 
Temperance, Patience, Godlinefs, Brotherly Love, 
we?ot as barren of true fpiritual increafe, andatbeft 
bur or lefs lively then twenty years ngone, and yê  
& e our felves with the,hopes of Salvation, never 
confidering on what foundation our hopes ztc groHn^,^ 
for confidence oi being faved , is in many wicked liveh,' 
whofe Works declare , their Faith is not a Faith of the 
Gofpel kind, which purifieth the Soul; therefore eve. 
rv confidence of Salvation is no Faith oUcceptance^ With 
Cod unlefs it be accompanied with underftanding of 
that'truth it founds his Confidence on; may not this 
call for wayling on all hands, to behold and hear thou, 
fandsinourLand, that belch out their hellini Oaches. 
and imprecations, upon trifling occafions, uttering 
vain hopes for Salvation, while at the fame time they 
fwear themfclves into Damnation, and yet who fo con­
fident as they, unto whom not onely but even to the 
beft of ProfeiTors, I humbly recommend thefe fix Scrips 
tures, for proof of the truth of their eftatc of accep, 

tance 
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( / tance with God. Rom. 8. i o. And if Chrifi be muin 

,^joH, the body is dead becaufe of fin, but the Spirit it life, 
t'^^'beCAHfeofrightcoufnefs. 2Cor. J. 17- T here fore if any 

man be in Chrifi he is a «eW Creature, old things are 
iHpafftd away, behold all things are become new. Galat, 
'"jS 24. And they that are Chrifis have Crucified theflefif 
fl^'J-wiih the ^faions andlufis. Chap. 6. 14. But God 
f j forbid that I JhoHld glory fave in the Crofs of our Lord 
i'Li fefusChrifl, by Whom the world is Crucified unto me, and 
if J Junto the world, l John 2.6. He that faith he abideth 
[Ĵ 'j in him ou^ht himfeif alfo fo to walke, even as he Walked. 
,[ Ch:ip. 3.'3 . And every man that kith this hope w hint 
\4i fnrifyeth himfeif even as he is pure. t • • 
'PK Thirdly, Temporal Advancement, although K u 
• 5 not an infallible Mark of Sincerity, when it is certain 
i t by the ProfcHion of Chrillianity wc meet with fem-

Poral difadvantjge, Lofs in Trade, Rqnitation yet IC 
f i!» a confiderablc Argument to ground a Charitable De-
(K'Tiefe ofthe truth of Sincerity in fuch aperfon^ and, 
A indeed, was a prevailing Argument with the Primi-

tive Chriftians to admit Difciplesat the firft Contei ion 
itK of their Faith into a Gofpcl-Church, and not mucli 01 
/ further Enquiry into the manner of ttieir pait-

'-Jfe; for, that it could not rationally be prefumed they 
\.y. M lightly attempt what they deflted, in regard iucli 

certain lofs by the Crofs did attend the fame; but, 
/ | on the contrary, it is very evident in the Scripture, that 
f , the fear of the Crofs kept many from following 
/ j ' C h r i f t ; for, among the'Chief Rulers there was not a 

few that believed on him, but durit not Confefs, for 
fear they ftiould be turned out of the Synogogue.- and 

'1 itisascleare many did le^ve all to follow him, to take 
K part with his hard fair, neither Shooes fomctimes to 
w their Feet, neither Aleat nor Money, fo that i f they 

''sd not Faith enough to crufl; God for their provifion, 
' without 
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wittouc any vifible vjky to Sence,muft even quit Chrifi^ 
Yoak, ornot come under it, and take their own wav 
for their own fupply; but on the contrary, when Tetn! 
poral Advancement is as vifably probable to attend the f 
Profcffion of Religion, and that it is very much to 
be prefumed in the eye of Sencc, that it will advance *: 
Trade and occafion an increafe of Reputation • in fuj,}, f 
n day as this, i t very nearly concernes fuch as arc un ' 
dcr this probable femptation, to take confiderablg 
heed they do not run before they be fent. that is, , 
not leap ipto the outfide of I'roreil.on for Prorefiions 
fike bedaufe it isfo much in fffluon, that they are 
in a very taire way to obtain the Rulers I^vourbyit . 
for it is very certain the Rulers lavour hath proved 
a wofuU Snare to many, to quit a good Lonfcience 
when the contrary turned to their advantage, thoygi; 
at laft it hath brought them to the mcp^ng-Cj,f 
like Kina Henri the Eights Favourite, that with wo^ 
ul S upo/his DeZM, told the King Nothing 

now were his trouble, like this, thaf he had been mor '̂ 
Rithfull to Him then to \mGcd, and were now lik, 
iT^Uh.wofull regard, ^o.^h.M ftudi.d 
moTe to pleafe Him then his Maker. Though ex-
Seame poverty be nofufficient Argument to obftruft 

I in 
ChriltS aCCOUrn., yy-y- ' \ • '", "^^n 
much mifconftrued, and dotf. not oncly intend T.rt,. 
poral poverty, but Poverty of Spirit; yet. How,na-
L Carnall Empty Spiritually Poor as well as Ten,, 
porall have in our day made more haft than Gods-
jpeed' or for the Churches Peace -, to get into the 
Fold rnore for Loaves then Love: not that this is to 
hinder, or fuppofe that none extreame Poor in Que-
wards can be Sincere ,̂ but, as it is a Material Circutn-

i f . 

file:///mGcd
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incc, that fuch as are Wealthy, can have httle by-end, 

..a joyii themfclves in Fellovvftiip with that People 
where Weekly Charge will call for their continued af-

\l Hftance to Communicate the fume. In a word, nei-
y ther Condition of l emporal Advancement, orits con-
' trary (as both attend our Profeflion in Religion can 
•J. be without their Temptations) and often, as one hatli 
y. n lin its Ten thoufands the other hath flam its Thou-
Y lands; fo that there is no fafcty, nor feafon for Secu-

rity in either Condition, but an abfolutc necellityot 
y being ftili upon our Watch for moft of the Spirit ot 
75 Chriffs People, and leall of the contrary, and fo I pals 
J to the next Sign of dying in Godlinefs. 

' il' • 

U C H A P . X I X . 
Cmaim»r^ in it a defcriptionbf a decaying Chrljli>in,by 

^^f hi^ light trouble at Mifiarriages , though kpo^n to 
Gods eye, ffhile kept from Mans eye. with Three 
fpecial Caufes of this Decay. 

'i'l S I G N X I X . 
% \ \ T^*^" y^^'- '^^^ ^"^'^^ troubled at your 
\i [> V V OTpn Mifcarriages, M e they are kept 
m frompuhlicl^<view, 
I " / By Mifcarriages here, I would be underflood, the 
f j failings and fallings of Gods Children, not wilfully noc 
\V. I altogether willingly, but through infirmity .being over-
lii'if taken, or as it were infnared before they are aware, 
lU yet truly privy to what they have done, and not igno-
' f rant they have gone out of the way Neverthelefs it 

I a their going thus far in fight and fenfe of uneven walk-
'V '"S, be found without much trouble, it is raoftevi-
J d.nt then their cafe is very fad; Now who is he that 
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lives and fins not ? I King. 8. 46. And who is he tha-' 

liiHp a/Ii.ir he î 'orh from an AlLffpino.»>».„ ' , '• can hide what he doth from an Al!-fceing-eye,' pr^^ 
And what is it that puts dillinftion bccwecp" 139. 7 

a good mans finning^ and a bad mans finning ? but tjj ' 
the one lins with all his will , the other, with fcarce an 
of his will ^ to tile one what he doth is matter of 
light; to the other what he doth is his ficknefs; thouph 
it is true he doth i t , yet his heart is grieved for i f . 
now the more or lefs a good man is troubled upo^ 
this fcorc, the more or lefs is his decay; where the 
awful fight of yods eye is much reverenced, there 
Mifcarriages are foon difccrned and much avoided . 
but the Itffcr any man is befet with this grace, leHen^ 
his fear to the greater, and heightens his fear to the 
leffcr : that if, Gods eye is not fo much run from as manj 
eye: one of the hlgheft temptations to fin being j - ^ , 
crelle- and one of the greateO feafons to try whether 
a man hath good will to do amils or no; i t having 
it no kind of let to touch his fcnfitivc part with care 
or fear to efchew it/becaufe that vifible fbame that 
fin brings, in all probability cannot come •, then Satan 
is at work mightily, having the higheft opportunity, 
unlefs the Confcience be fouud very tender, to firike 
the heart into a tren.bling fenfe of that piercing eye 
the Almighty; f^iyiug with /c^. Doth not he fee my 
•^aies,andcomtatlmyfleps> Chap. 31.47. Whacelf... 
caiihinder clofing with temptation to a high degree ? 
now fuch mifdoingasthis,of fecret (inmng, found in 
any and they not much troubled becaufe it is not 
made known; let the fin they have committed be' 
never fo fmall in account ; yet a fin doth prove 
very defolate of the Grace of God. 

ylmmn, one of Davids Sons, being eVil difpofeci 
towards Tamar his Siller, is nOt thoughtful at all of 
Godsftcrtt eye, but careful how to avoid Mans Eyt. 

as' 
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as this feying proves, Have all Men oat from me, 2 Sam: 
i3- .y. none but T'^w^r muft Ihy with him, towards 
whom he is wickedly defigned, running into Gods 
eye without all fear, fohe may run from Mans eye: 
It was not thus with good Jofeph Jacobs Son, when he 
had as much if not more fecrelie, and the temptation 
without very firong, to have drawn him into high mif-
carriages; at fuch a time in a refifting ,way, gives this 
•̂ eply, How can I do this great wicktdnr/s and fin agatnjt 
God? Gen 39.9. In like mamQV Annamas Sa-
phira, that fold their Pofleliions, under pretence ot gi­
ving the price as a Free-will Offering to the Lords 
i fe ; but when required to (peak the truth, whether 
or no they kept any thing back, in fear to Mans eye ra­
ther than Gods rj'c.fins at a high rate, Z;«%as the 

i^f Jicripture gives it, tn the Holy Ghoft, Arts 5. i , 2, 3,4-
Cut as it is the praftife of decaying Chriftians, to DC 
inoft careful to keep their Mifcarriages from Mans 
^ye: in like manner, their forrow at the fight ot Iin 
« diftinguiOiable to be different from the forrowot 
the growing Chriftian; though his mifc^rriage may 
»c only known to God, faying, with-D^w*^, ^ l ^ " * ' * 
^^ec, thee only have 1 ftnned, and done this wtekeamt 
*»thy fight, that thoH mightefi be jufiified when thoft. 
fP^akefi, and clear when thou judgefi: On the contra-
JP^ai^efi. and clear when thou judgefi : vjn luc 
"̂ y* as Jeremiah complains, / hearkn^d and heard, buf 

fpa\e not aright, no man repented him of his evil, 
faying^ rphat have I done; every one turntth tohtsown 
'^"f^rfi, as the Horfe rujheth into the Battel. But I th i l l 
nrr»rc,i . ~ „ r «iliirn mav oe •proceed to theCaults of this decay, which may be 
'.eferred to thefe three-, Fir(l, Blindnefs inthe Un-
Qerftanding -, or Secondly , Want of Fear to God.-, 

f^Mrdly, Wini of Love to God. ( i - ) Blindnefs in 
-heUnderftanding , this may be called the Evil of E-
^'lls, for that it is the l?evih Grand Anvill, on which 

ne 
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• if 
he doth Frame chefirft beginnings of allcviir i , 
rightly ftiled the Prince of darknefs, becaufe hisVo\! i f 
are done moftof all on perfons Darkjn the f f 1 
ftanding , which makes us fit matter for him craT 
with .-"for, whatfoever Man doth entertain H / i 
Choice, be it good or bad, i t is received by the Uncle ' 
ftanding, which muft be fatisfied with fome vciiyH'',! 
ble, real, or feeming worth in i t , before it is accept S 
As Vertue is a Jewell worth all our Labour, and fit [ ' f ) 
be purchafed at any rate, becaufe of the excellent fv 
vantage it doth ennoble and enright perfons unto, I 
for which many have given up themfclves,fo valuabig; f } 
its purchafe; yet is it of no more worth to a depravej I'^l 
underftanding, then the choifeft Colours to a man na jf^i 
rurally blind, in like manner, Sins and Mifcarriacg" A 
againft God, their dreadful fting being W f r o m The f i 
VndcTfiandinir, a Carnal ProfefTor not feeing ^ ^ ^ j ^ 
thofe eyes whdt a nward is laid up in God for Vertue i'V 
and what a Pumfiment is prepared ot Cod for t 
qmti proves a leading Argument with theFiefl, 
w / a l l Ver^utswajesmJhaUMdtroubl^fime, and the 
way of Sin at the fame time as the Stolae waters H 
(met and pleafant; this is the true caufe why the All! fi 
piercing eye of God is not reverenced, as the great, ) 
eft Tye both to avoid Sin or Mifcarriages, and to be 
iroubled for any progrcfs in that Rode ; for, a trueiy ,/ 
enlightned underftanding rcprefents the prefence of b 
Godatlwayes fo near, as tharit featcsa reverence of 
this God in the heart, rooted, and in the life evi, 
denced, Pfal.jS.S- Pfal.i09. OLord , faith£>^^.^. 
thou haft fcarchcd me,.and known me, thou knoweft i 
my down fitting, and up-rilmg, thou underftandeft 
my thoughts a farr off, and irtacqtiaintcd with all my 
wayes; here is an open paflage in Davids under-
ftanding for the All-picrcing eye of God, whomhe 
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fi, knows to be a J^eart fearcher, a Vmtie rewarded, 4-
î fj:''' Sin pmifher; and therefore after he had made his ac-
jii^, knowledgment of Gods Omniprefence, with thisper-
jil^' tinent and powerful Application in Prayer co him f 

clofeth all, faying. Search mt, OGod, and knii^mf 
jijiHj heart; try me, and k^ow my thoughts, and fee if theri-

he any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ever-
fô ' that is, in the Path of Vertue, which certain-
d ly centers in eternal happinefs. Ffal. 139. 1,2, 23,24;? 
J This was frame. ' 

But when our llnderftandings are fo depraved, f half 
.^i^ tve can walk on fnioothly, like the Harlot, faying^ 
''iJ Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning; 
' jiSi let us follace our felves with love, for the good man is 
"/ home^ he is gone along journey: Hear is the 

abfenteye of the Husband, he is gone a long journey, 
y what now is in the way? her Underftanding is fo blind 
y as to the perceiving privity of God^ he is not in her 
jjj/f thoughts once to make anfwer; but God is near and 

ĵ t̂ ctb my ways, and counts my goings in like manner. 
''liMiie young Man being void of underftanding goetii. 
'1^u^'^ ^^^"^ ftraight way, not knowihg that the dead are 
Y '̂̂ "̂̂  g"<̂ f̂ s are in the depths tf Hell. 

1! Secondly, Want of the fear of God, is a caufeof 
"jliilthis decay, he whofc heart is poffeft with the fear of 
'^^(JW, as knowing his greatncfs and goodnefs, his 
.̂  j Hiighty power and arm 10 fave or dejlroy. Though fuch 
" J f " wants no power or fecrccy, to offend this God 

*^ommitting aftual evil againft this God, yetdartf 
JjI'if '^'''""ot, will not do i t ; but were it hot for the 
W^^'^f ""^'^ Would do what tlicy cantlotj 

1 j^nor dare not. The King o f Egypt commands the tJf 
i ' S - M ^ ^ ^''^^'^ ^ were born, theyfliould 
y " ' " " " i and who then fliall blame thtta, feeing a 
1 ^ Kirtg 
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King commands them : But the Hebrew Midwives 
feared God , and did not do as the King of Egypt 
commanded them, but laved the Male-children afive^ 
Ex'id. 1.17• Good NehemtaMud as great a power to 
exaft'heavy burdens as any of the former Governors 
that had been before him, but acquitteth himfeif j ^ , 
tbcfe words, So did not I , becaufe cf the fear of Cvd 
Theleperfons wanted neither power, norlecrecy, j.^ 
have complied with the temptations before them ; y^c 
jhey are held by this precious Grace, the fear of Ccd. 
When the Holy Scripture muifereth together a 1 ribe 
o f Hellilh actions, Mens throats an open Sepulchcr 
their tongues full of deceit, thepoyfon of Afpesun^ 
der their lips their mouthes full of curling and bitter-
nefs their feet fwift to (bed blood ; as a reafonof 
thisl i l tof black Deeds. theHoly Spint teJIs us 7% 
fear of God is not before their eyes, Rom.^ 18. That iŝ  
ihcvhave not a reverential apprehenfion of the Ma. 
i e ' l vo f God as prefcntJn all places and at all times, 

wlys beholdmg both the evil g««^ adions of 
them that fearech orfveareth anO?.th ; fo that it is 
S Txf^ f s charge of God, to his Heaven-born Chil. 

dren in orderto their certain progrefsm Grace that 
fheypucon.astheircloathing, the garment of the fear 
of the Lord all theday long , and^if we lookfor that 
p.-iviledge of calling God Father, thento p^fs the tim-
Sf ourd^clling here infear, i y^.;.i.J7;^ afligning it 
as an efTential, not ondy to the well-being, but to the 
V.TV b.in<^ of Chriil i inity, without which kindeof 
habitual .fear, it is not pollible to have the Hoot of 
the Matter in i;s. Byai l which it is evident, th:«ip: 
our fecret fins, are not our deep forc^_ although kept> 
from mans eye, that we .a^cTcry deltertc.Ot i^tki^^-

Thirdl 
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# Thirdly, Want of love to G o d , is a caufe of this, 

oecay; did we love him as we ought,: We would noCr 
j \ r- ^^^"^ ^ ^""^ Ignorance, what a grea^ 
I I God the Lord Almighty, Maker o f Heaven and Earth.S 
' j t and the Seas and Fountains of Water ? that did but 
V k ^ ' ^^^^^ belight, and there was l igh t . that did 
X T V"" P'̂ ^"'' Waves of the Sea be ftiij, M-
J v l .^i^^f*^ ^''^^ command the 
dt^'fn A 1 J to blow, and the Red Sea bccame^s dry 
t^' ;; r , v o i c e of his word returned itt 
^ S w r ^ " ^ ' and devoured the King of i ^ r . and 
<Cf^\ his Chariots and Horfmen, fo that not one of them 
V r P. • fwcet Singer o f / / r ^ f / , wbenhecome»: 
\ f "Z. ^ nlcditation,crycs out in bis great fence 
X , ' ' '^Majeftyof God, What ailed thee O Sea, thaC 
i M I ou fleddelf ! thou fordan, that thou Waft driven 
!• oack ! ye Mountains, that you skipped like Rambs , 

f j , nd ye httic Hills likeLambs! O IddDavid, I w i l l 
feu (hee p my Soul, what was the matter! The pre-

i h ence of,the Lord was there , tremhle thou Earth at the 
i C h , ' ^ / ' M^""" vftheGedof Ja-
' V r r '^.'"<=^t»^"e'^the Roc^ into a fianding fVater, the 
I f f """'^^ • As i f heftouldfay^ 

thou didfV but imderftand his greatnefs, and & 
'"'"'^^^ ^""'^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^^'^ 

ftifc?^ UndetTlanding doth not embrace I ru tb 
X c n l i ' • ' ' ^ " " /VV^aTru th , for fo is Hel l ; buc 

S b t r ^^"I ' . i^f i '^^^ 'W-, '"""able, and durable 
iXm '..nd i ^ ^ ' ^ -" weknowhim,wefliouldIove . 
1, n , -and the more we increafe in knowledge of God 
i' :;̂  tpore we ftiall grow out of love with our fe^es 
' n n . ' " ' f f of love to God; for God is love and 
, ( fwerable to the knowledge we have o/ S o v d ^ 
•r^'- ouraffc^ion be drawn out to him, it is 

k 3, fg^g 
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Rve makes the t a w eafie v it was Chnfts love made him ^ 
heir with Peter^ and feek to reftore him fo early, 
^tfer he had denied tiim fo angratefully. And it was j | 
the Seed of t rne love i n p f W , that drew hira upon 
Chtifts new admonition to weep fo bitterly. The love ĵj* 
o f the I ord underftoOd by a finner. his Creation love, i^if 
hL Redemption love, his Vocation 'ove, and Salva- , " 
S L l n v ^ L i n c a l l free loves, without the leaft Merit, 

sIhe Sounookback, and fee i t . fins ini tswoful 
S e then looks forward and fees ^ Lord with the 
P i « of the Nails in his hands, and the print o the v 
Swar in his fide. And noW appears Chnft full of lo.e 
a K t h e S o u l i s f i c k o f l o v e . From hence a n f « h 
ttae hatredforfinasfin-, and now no need to be fuf, 

A^ Zt tnweeo for ftich mifcarriages, as are kept 
? wlkvTew • and here is then the true diftindion 

the one his fin is his fore , becaufe God fees j the 
o*er,Msfinishisfore.be.aufeManfee^^ 

C H A R 

f 
; / 

Y 
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f , . C H A P . X X . 

Jil'j Sbtwing the heart very had, Vphen mdet^faults it ean-
Ji'*; not ktar flain dealing; with three Caufes of th^ 
f"l badnefs:, and dire^ions far the ChriBian admonifhti' 

to take fix Companions along ^ith him. 

A . si Q.il XX. 

i ^y 
i X / y e n kve ledfi thofe Chriftiam that deal 

b V V mofl faithfuUy with jett, in the opening 
J)our fores, andtendering jour Remedies, 

I t is a flronger evidence of a bad Spirit, when per-
i fons come to thispafs, cither they muitbeunfeniibie 

' J o f their bad ftate, or elfe willing to continue inic 
.Jthrough a hardened heart; but may be caflli' dilcern-
fji^cd in a Church, either by their itching at mofl pl-ti" 
" foul-fearchingDoftrine , or their eftrangedncft to the 

molt zealous fpiricuil Brethren; and i f there be a 
[ukc-warm Chriflian in the Church, a thoufand to one 
out he is moft of their fociety; they may alfO be knowti 
V this, they arc greatcft ftrungers to the difficulcelt 
Juties; 'tis hard to bring them to early dufies, and as 
hard to hold them at late fdrvices; in a worJ,you may 

I have their company, but it muft beatfervicesmoft 
^afie when fomc outward credit may accrue to theni 

profeffion; then none fliall fecm more apt 
and aftive then themfclves, and Cod that beft knows 

.^''^^''y alihors this-, and will chafUfc fuch 
, |-nurches as are not careful to remove, and will alfo : 

g 1 due time, make fuch perfons by one means or other, 
0 raanifcft^ that he that runs may read them ^ buras 

K there 

http://si
http://Q.il
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there ate fuch ihi t will not like them that deal faithful, 1 / 
Iv with them ; even fo, there are fome that out of | / l 
nerfonal refpeft to fuch , and for fear to lofe their h 
favour will not tell them fo nakedly of thtir fores. L 
but in'love to their perfons fpedk iamtly of their fins h 
and fo hate their SouU; In flicw thefe area mans 7 
ereatcft friends, but in truth his grcatett enemies, w i t - U 
nefs the falfe Prophets, i Kings zz, 6. Shall ig, U 
aoainfi Ramoth Gilead to bf ul, cr ^ I forbtar} k 

tin hid 10 uP,for theLerd hath debvend tt into thj % 
W i V w h e n a i rophetof the Lord one ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

is called for, verj.ii. They woudfamhavefednced» 
hit^ tofpeak good words as they called it, that is | ! 
picafant promifes, thoughtheywere lye» , ,Thuswe |? 
may fee the property ot fomc falfe Prophets, thst ̂  
for an Angel will c r y n p a P f fo"as ' f hewerealnioft 
-n Angel i t was even fo m feremmh s time, Chap 8, '^f 
They hale healed the hurt of the Daughter ef my peoplfH 
nidtly crying, peace, peace, WheHth,rewas nopenceh 
When God would not, .or righreouflv could not, 
fpeak peace but war, becaufe of their mildoings ^ yet ' 
X f ^ . falfe Prophets make promilesof peace lo them ^ , 
h ^ h in thei'fins, that as God by the Prophet E^,J^ 

kiel complains. Chap, l V Som pillows under *trmMcs% 
f ^ l j s cf bread, and handfuls c^barly. Spann Ĵirf 
•wha^ he would have dcftroyed, and deftroying v. 

Pie o have fnch amongft them, as will fper,k pence 
Fo anv out of the way of peace; itisr-^bid a judg-

L o M thofe perfons, that love not thofe that «< 
f l war to them, when their impeni?ency fpeaks 
K m " r t of f - h the Apoftle St. Paul cemplam, 
tne lanic > , ^ ^h.^rfore become your enemy, be. f 
caufauiym thetrnth} Doubtlefsthefe 
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fpeak in their hearts as much, a« others fpeak of the 
Prophet Amos, chap. 7, l o . who fay^ I k land is 

yiii'j. mt able to bear his Veords, once thisf-ime church cbuld 
|ji}fhave pulled out their eyes ( if it had bf en poffible ) to 
jfi^have 4lone this fame A polUe good Now counts hitn 
' / j ' l their enemy for telling them the truth. 
|l|0 'J Before I pafs to the caufes of this decay, [ f l i a l lo f -
Ji!*,fer fomething by way of Caution, touching the A D* 
, [ / V IS O R and the A D V1S E D J Firft to the Ad-. 
J^/iVifor. 
y j ; I have fcetl in my experience many an ufeful and 
.J/needful admonition, prove as Water fpilt upOn the 
y ground, for want of Six Companions, that the Chri-
^ji,r ftian Admoniflhcr in his faithf ul dealing with hi'! Bro-

ther in the opening his Sores, and tendring his remedies 
.{(I ought always to bring along with him their names 

! J.ftre worthy to be known, and their Company priced i ,y 
j / l in this Cafe. Thenameof theFirft,isCo»Mr<«?w»: ' 

' l/^lhe Second, is Love : the Third, is Time: the Fourth, 
' .fiis Matter ; the Fifth, is Manner; and the§ixth, is £>fdJ 
A' Confideration; Have I heard or feen ray • 

'.H'^brother commit a Trefpafs. Now what faith Confi-
' y : deration? It firft goes to Prayer in its Clofct ; and ij 
<" ' then advifeth me to weigh theTrefpafsin GodsBal- | ' 

^nce, whether Great or Small, whether againfl: | l 
/ '•^'^.Fjfft Table or Second,, or both, whether more 
J^^ccidentalor Habitual ^ under what Circumftances of 
'̂ llff! Aggravation, lefs or more^ wheij^er hurryedbythe 

| i^^""8th of Temptation; and fo Sin fought him : ot . 
(i/i '^"^thcr the Temptation Remote, and fo he fought 
A ' i f ' "̂ "̂̂  Confideration doth its office, as to 
,,tUhe Sin; but keeps all in bis own breafi, tillafurthcE 

j^|i^ progrefs; and having confidered the Sin and its De-! 
./^ trees. Now Confideration weighs the Confiitutiotf, 

I' and CWjVwHof thcPcrfonj What elementary infla-
K a encc 
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ence of the Heavens, hath moaimpreffion upon him 
naturally • Is he miU or chollerick. ? Is this his addift-
ed Sin that which hath influence upon him. that 
which he is moft apt to of all other to be taken with.his 
right tye fin, or his right handfitt, bxsDaltUh, his 
Mfclom:' thus and thus having weighed, he paffes 
iudiement in his Spirit; and now calls for his next 
door Neighbour, L O V E and dtfcourfeth che matter 
With him and thisis the fccondCompamon, namely 
Love, that is to go along with hira. 

Now faith Z.t;r.Ihave heard or feen this Brother 
Trefoafs; but a I am fit pcrfon to deal with bim for this 
Tre lbafsDo I with a fervent heart Love hm,\l not, \ 
-Tm not fit to go along with Confidcration to him, foe 
i f I Love him, I fhall do all in Love, and not through 
nafiion overdo i fome Chr.ft.ans have fliown fo 
much ^ant of Love in their Admonitions, that 
wh le t!ey bave pretended it was the Lords quarrel, 
w l manancd it with f o L o v e , as though i t were 
^h.7r own therefore faith Love, i f I hate his fin, and 
theit own c inConfiderations Com-

do dearly Lovehlm. and there. 
fo?e v^ill make Gods « ords my rule which hath com. 

J.Ame Let all your works be done m Love ; and 
nowfovTc'all; Its n L t door Neighbour namely, 
T T M E and that is the Third Companion 

Jow f^ith Time to Confidetation, you have been 
• K / nH .r nraver in vour Clofet, and have weighed 

c I d e F eJerv C ircumftance. and i'ou ( mean. 
T n " ) have refo ved your felf in thisqueftion, 

I h f r l l Love the perfon wi'h allyour heart, but hate 
li fin â nd your^ove isfucb, thatyoucan, anddo 

c en ly fympathize with him, and have been praying 
greatly ly p , Confideration about him, 
I ' S toe rc W « d •» do .1 : in Love » h i , Body, bu! 

in 

'1 • 
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>i a moft efpecial manner to his precious Soul; no 

c . Mother can be more troubleJ at the fall her Child 
1'''/ ^3t'' goti and the wound thereby, then you arc trou-
jt"̂  bled at this your Brothers fall. Now faith Time^ 

when ftiall we go and fpeak with him ? werauftTVwf 
jur undertaking, for every thing is beAutiftd in its 

J, • feafon; we will take him when moft alone, and freeft 
f'L) ^roin any incumbrance of worldly bufinefs, and not 

chaffed in his mind about any crofs or lofs, affliction 
jii, or provocation-, and i f we cannot fpeed, we will go 

i again, and again, and again; not mattering our time 
[Wi we gain the Mnei of out Time; and haying thus 

timed oar work, we will call our next neighbour, 
- /whofe name is M A T T E R , and that is the Fourth 
(jr Companion. 

Now faith Matter we muft do all fey rule, it is that 
§ which muft be our guide ; for as many in fpeaking 

jjjl^and ading, as walk according to this rule. Peace be 
p.fn them, and God will proffer themwell then, what 
i Scripture hath he finned againft? What LawhaJibe 
|,iil|broken ? How (ball we do toconvince him of this fin.? 
[(jj y>efe arc the precepts that he hath broken ; and for 
Jlhcfe we muft caWhim to confideration in Love today, 

and not defer it till another/«Wjand when we have had 
the comfortable fruit of time in this matter withfuccefs, 

i tfien wc muft have fora^ fit manner alfo for Comfort to 
I our fallenBrothcr by wayof promifeTorourneighhoar 

fi-ff^tter bids us ufe thefe Scriptures i f he be StHbborn,&c 
j j tliefc Scriptures if he be Bowed and fall under his Sin. 
liji A"<1 now Matter calls his next doorNeicfibour, 
/ , whofc name is M A N N E R , and he is the fifth 
tj companion who is to go along with the reft ; And 
ij^'f'^3\th Manner, be fure you having prayed and 
7 his fin, and confulted with Leve, wiib Time, 
f\ -Matter. Now you muft ufe a fuitable way ot manner 
'J' K 3 of • 
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of fpeaking ; for I have known many a good caafe 
fpoyled by ill management, therefore we muQ: fU 
keep down faffioM, and fpeak to him fo mildly, that r[( 
the Manner of our fpecch may rot give him occafion li"',;^ 
to think that ournext door Neighbour L O V E was ' f A 
ahfent: l or I once knew an ancientChriilian fauh^^a. / 
„er in his matter and ' ' [ . ^ ^ ' " ^ • " S * l ' ^^ 
W . / t h e a u r e . and L O S T H I S E N D , Poc fy 
^lAo the Matter, he did ufe improper or fcnpturelcft / • 
eoreHions; and as for the ^rf^w*-he did not do it J 
. ; 4 that gravity AodferieuMs of Spim th-iiConfi, . , 

'4.;arion Jd Love called for ; fo that t h c « . « « . o ( 1,1 
our carriage muft be fach, as that we may not loofe A 
,,ur iaboHr; and for that reafonwe wdlca 1 our next f ) 

nd lail door Neighbour, and that is E N D , who is /,) 
the ixtli Companion, that is to go along with c««jF- | j 
J ' T T i m e 'Waiter3it)dMa»»er / t , 

in chrEnterprife ? what is our Letusexatn.ne A 
our heart ? truly and throughly Is our £ W to ble. / 
^ y S B r m h e J s Reputation ? A re we glad he.s fall. 'M 
f n Are we going now to put him to open ftamc and 
make him the byword of fach as waited or his Halt, 
Tnl if this be our^«i, faUbH«^ then let us mourn 
over our felves, and get into another frame, or elfe U 
chufe other pcrfons to the work ; for i f our end be ) ( 
richt it is the honour who is difhonoured by 
this fin, and it is the regaining our Brother by Repen, I 
tance Oh / How will it grieve us to hear the advcr- /*, 
fiirs^ fav Alia 1 Aha ! Aha / Aha 1 So would we have ft, F 
and what fhall then become of the great name of God? A 
thef'- are our ends, and therefore let us proceed to the 
work, and take all our Neighbours with us, and the 
good Lord be our good fpeed. Amen, 4men. 

Novu 

f i 
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^ Now if Chrifhans will make this way their rule, or 
-he like way of proceeding as much better as they can, 

d\ I onely in my experience of the dreadful confequences 
'V that have attended the contrary, and in my intire affe-
y dtion td a regulation call in this my poor mite into the 
' i/l Lords treafury ; & now fliall offer a word of caution,aI-
0*1 fo to the perfon to whom thcfc neighbours conie; and 

''1,1? that is, that he would take the fame hcedj how he 
' ' j i entertains this company in their coming to him, as 
hi they take in fitting, themfelves to come to him, thac 

he may acquit himfclf from being under this dying 
' j f ' f i g n of loving leaft fuch plain-dealers. And to this 
'Htnd, I humbly offer my advice; namely, that he 
y would alfo take heed of heart-riftng, and put on con-
f%* fideratjon, and go immediately into his Clofet, and 
'"'y hear all in Lsve, and think charitably of the guefts; 

and conftrue their EnA with Charity, that as they have 
refolvcd before they came, to do all vaLove, fohe 

4̂  now refolve to receive all in Love, that when they have 
I'̂ ĵ f delivered their meffjge. they may take their leave 
J'J with the Apoftles words, jj/e do all things Dearly BC' 
t i loved for your edification-, and he may return upon 
h them with thefe words of the Apoftle, Finally, My 
f j Brethren Faremll. Now by this means, occafion will 

,1' be offered to conclude with thankfgiving to Cod at 
1'"/ their return ^ and no occafion offered to tempt 
K; this Brother'to abate in his Love to the perfon; 

becaufe of any il l management of the matter, 
i' jjf neither will this leave any Room for this dy-

fign to take place in the Church of God -, but 
C I ' will certainly tend to its preventing, or if begun to its 
ij) fpeedy removing; And to thefe great ends, Thehle-
^ J IT'^g of God go along with the Advifer and AdvifeL 
y Amen.; 
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B u t l f l i i l l briefly fpeaJcof two or three Caufes of 

this Decay, which being avoided, may ferve as fo 
many Remedies againft this dying Sign. ^ ^ 

Firft , A 
firft taufe is, fliakmg hands again with > 

our old fins, falling in love with what once we loth. 
ed ; very burthcnfome to Jfracl was Mefa whct, f& 
once they began to grow affeded with the t . f h , / 
Cucumbers, and the Mellons, that they had m £ g j f , P' 
not only then good, plain dealing ^ . / . . comes out of̂  / 
rcqueft but even Gods Manna, though Angels food. / 
Num II 1, 6 remmber the Ftfh whtch We did 
tit iK Eejpt fr^ly- CHCtimbers a»dthe Melkns^ 
andthe Leeh, and theO»yons, andGarhck; bnt »oy^ f ^ 
our foHlii drjedawaj, ^nd there is nothing at all befide, f'y 
this MA»MH'^<' 'J"^ """^ thsswelothe as light 
^rM^, Chap. 21. • , . . . 'V' 

But Secondly, A fecond Caufe may be this, g A 
lofins the relini we once bad to heavenly things, 7,̂ ^ f 
2 i f / remember thee, the k^indnefs of thyjoHth, the 
hve of thine efponjals : V^hen thon wenteft after me in 
theirildernefs, itaLandthatwxtnot fown; then than A 
iP4fi holinefs to the Lord; and the fir^-frmtt of hts i„. fl ^ 
creafe ; but now be afioni/hed Oh heavens^ at thts, and V 1: 
ibe horribly afraid yea very defolate, faith the Lord; J 
for my people have forfaken the Fonvtain of living yv^l r j 
ters, and hewen out to themfelves broken Cifierns that fill 
can held no Water. But 1 have a few things againfi J 
thee, hecauje thou haji left thy fir fi love ; Remember '*# 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, or elfe / rvi^ I'ljl 
come and remove thy Candlefiick, except thou repenr 
Rev. 2. I I . . ' ' , y 

Thirdly, A third Caufe may be this, a too too much j / 
complying with the friendfhip of this World : which /I 
in its latitude is enmity with God, Gal. 5. 7. Ye did V' 
fHnWetl, who did hinder you, {or zslhfimtrginrtdLAi^ 

dt'vc 
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Irive you back ) that you fhonld not oh) the truth .-
(o r hold on your way ) This ferfwafion comes not of 

^'^1 him that calleth jm : Jf any come to me and hate mt 
1' hit Father^ and his Mother t trife, ChiUnti, Bra-

j | | thers., Sifters, yea, and his own life alfo, he cannot lie 
Difciple, Luke 14. 26. Demas hathforfakenme, 

f f ^ and hath imbraced thtt preftnt World. Read and con-
fidcr. 

f ) , — 
C H A P . X X L ' — 

'i^J Proving the condition «f the rich as well as the poor, t« 
be a conditionof trouble ^ and that Vifhether it be com-

•l^'li ntsM or mere then ordinary^ to be anfwerable in fray 
i'J Tfith a defcription of the different kinds of trouble ; 

"^ith profitable Objtiliens an/wered; and 4 cafffcs of 
I f his decay aftgned. 

l O S I G N X X L 

' ( " W I ^ " * '""^^ ordinary trfiuble,' 
y y <iffii^i9nsy or (traits, yett are not more 
' A ^ " ' ^ ordinary in Frayer, 
V J ^'^^'Reopeningof this Sign, 
\ f . Firft, what is meant by troubles? It is fomething 
m »n it fcif is not, nor cannot be plcafant •, But 

' j / ' something that oppofeth and withftandeth the" defire 
' ||' and delight of the mind ; and therefore in Scripture 
'^ij ^^"'^d a burthen •, Cafi,thy burthen upon the Lord and 

^^I^all fuflainthee; were trouble a matter of picafure, 
<ind profit in it fcIf, there would not be that proper 

/{ f f ^ ^ prayer, and calling for help from one that is 
i . "longer; So that as the word is univerfal in an ordi-
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Jrv cafe it takes in thofe cares fears, and forrows 

cUrnon. that we are day ly incident to 5. 7, 

S i s " i f s a n t^^Xfor man to W e t with trouble; 
Thatis It »sas fly upward, becaufe there u 
a, u IS for f •^'P^'^''"" _ \^ndi t ion , but it hath i ! 
not that ordmary ^ ^ ' " X l l inftance in this fo l io ; ' ' 
proper temptation; asiOiaU rich man, h o i 
fng : for faith the p j ^ " ' ^ J.'ented (hould I b,̂ ? 

But 100c me this and this, 

^''illeT'f^v ?o f ^ f i ; J t;^ ^e^y ^pt to be high 
; ^ ' ^ ' l r w\ll dog hitn and\rouble himl 

Coach and a ' " " ^ Chrilt on p^.^^ ^ ^ 

S o w i f & ' S ^ ^ ^ ^ 
<. 2. compared with D-^". 3 - ^ ^ ' ' ^ / ^ 

i Z h l M M e y him ? tuljat (BoO « M to deli. 
rTjou oHtofrny ha/d? Here in their greatnefs. they 
Challenge God: fames $. Do not rich menopprefs 
you and bring Vou before Rulers? Is i t not their 
common pradice to ufe their power to oppre s you, 
and as Solomon (mh, Prov. i 8 . c^^. While the poor 
nfeth intreatj, the rich anfmreth roHghl). Now God 
is oleifcd to eflablifh a ftatute in Ifraelto prevent the 
evil of high mindednefs, which the neh was incident 
to. Dent, 17. 18,19. 

But 
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' i But Secondly, The rich hath the trouble of care, 
i ^ i as well as the poor, differing only in this, it runneth 
\n in another Channel For the abundance of the rich, 

-wMl not fuffer himtofleep; he is fo befet with fears of 
iHj the robber,& cares how to fecurc.as holds his eye8,is as 
i K adifeafeuponhitn,£ce/tf / .5. i2. I t is clear from expe-
\it rience alfo, for fomc rich are fo befet with troubles 

that they wilh as a hope of deliverance, that they had 
/ been poor ; Thus much for the rich. Now the poor 
jld!' hath his troubles alfo, though of a contrary kind, for 

as the rich are apt to be too high, fo the poor too low; 
tji,l ?oh 5. 15. But he faveth the poor from the mightj, 
'Ji . that is, f rom being crufhed by him, Pfal. r 13.7-

raifeth the poor out of the dujl; they are fo low, that 
, God ftands for them to uphold them, and keep them, 

J\ left they fink. , r r f 
Secondly, As the rich, his abundance will not lufter 

y . bim to flecp. Prov. 10. 15. SothedeflruQtonof the 
y . poor ii hit poverty; that is, i t leads him to do that 
y that will cfeftroy. Proi/, 30,7. Left I be poor and fie al, 
" ' i ' and take tke name of my God in vain ; Hunger, Cold, 
f J Fears, Cares, Poverty, and Oppreflion, that is their 

portion. 
•'..f; Now all thefe are common troubles, that are 

incident to every man, but more then ordinary are 
fuch as are not fo common, that do not come every 
day, but are of fuch a kind as this, P/*/. 50. i y. 
Can upon me in the day of trouble; This day of trou­
ble notes fomethihgof fingularity, as elfe-where the 
'hour of temptation, notes fomething not ordinary 
and common; for every man is fubjCi:* to be tempted 
daily J bur this is called hour of tryal, becaufe it is 
fome temptation of a ftrangckind, not ordinary and 
common, as is evidenced by thefc Scriptures follow­
ing, Nehem,4.(), Neverthelefs we made cur prayer 

unto 
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Ifa. 37.11,12,13. Lukee i 2 . A a s 

12.5. All thefe Texts plainly ftiew, that the pradicg 
of holy men, in more then ordinary troubles, waa^^ 
be more then ordinary in prayer. 

But i t may be Objcaed, what is meant by ordinary 
prayer- whether once or twice a day, men ought in 
ordinary cafes to pray. 

In Anfwcr to which I fliall firft premife, that men 
onehc to pray daily in, or under ordinary or common 
troubles, from thefe Texts of Scripture Mat. 6 .7 , 
I I Give m this day eur datly bread; this day, either 
intends fome particular day in a mans life tiine, or elfe 
every day; that day that wc have need of daily 
bread, or Gods ftrength and help, is the day here 
intended; but every body will grant, that every day 
we have need of daily bread; t^l^'-^f^f.f^^'f.^tlefs, 
the intent of lefus Chrift here is, that we Ihould pray 
every day. X«i^ 18. 1,5- Men ought always to pray 
indict toUint, hHterjdayandmght \^^\^^zi,^Q^ 
xifA AO. i compared with 88.9- Hear me o Lord 
T / ' ' ; By thislhope all good men 
will conclude, that i t is their duty to pray every 

^^OH"^ How often every day in ordinary cafcs,ought 

' ^ ^ X ? Where it hath not pleafed God by way of 
oreVcpt to direa to times by way of number, exam-
K u b t l e f s may teach nsfomething; Pfal 55.17. 

«^o», andevening^illimf^^^^ytoGod, 
fli:tillkea;rne, as i f ^^ -^ . "^ -^^^^^^ 
imoortunine will be a means of prevailing, D^mel 

'Zo KnIled dowrt upon hjs knees three ttntes a daj, 
and prayed, andpraifedGodashedidaforetme: clear, 
ly proving, i t was z ) p r a f t i c e to be that hea-
venlv fervice, three times a dayj thefe Scriptures 
"" ' • • compared 
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./compared with 1 Thef.$. 17. {Prajvithaateeafing} 

Sfif teaching fiirely,eithcr that Chriftiang ought in ordinary 
,̂  1'', troubles, to be found in prayer three times a day, or 
'^if at lead to be all the day in a praying frame. 

ObjeB, 3. But fome may fay, what i f we do not 
pray at all fome daycs, (hall tve fare the worfc ? 

i f . Afifw. r i r f t , i f you pray not at all, you go out o f 
Id Gods peoples road; as both precept and example 

fecms to point out ; Give m day hj day ottr daily tread: 
. [ti'feeming to note as well a continuance in the duty of 
'̂ '̂ (jf asking, as in the need of receiving, alfo i Thef, 5* 
\iffraytontinHatly: Nehemiah, David, Daniel, and 
Jl, I Jefus Chii l l , by their daily pradicefcems to conftrue 
[ . i this precept, to intend daily prayer. 
'J\ . Secondly, not to pray at all, fecms to put us out ot 
'^jifGods gracious proteftion, and fo we prove felf-be-
'!^'J tray ers, E<.(k.. 3 6.3 7. / will yet for all this be inquired 
" jo»;< by the hou/eof J/rael, Luke 22.40- Pray that yost 
L^\t*tter not into temptation. Jf jo/t feek him he will be 

J found of you. but if j^u forfake him^ he will for fake Jon, 
^ j i ' 2 C h r o n . i s . 2 . 
^V: Thirdly Not to pray at all, fecras to put us out ot 
r j the way of promife of being helped in troubles, Call 
' y «J'fiw me inthe day of trouble, and J will hear thee, and 
T thou/haltglorifie me, Ptal-ii. Seek a»d JOH[ball firtd, 
/((f Anock, and it fall be opened to Jou. 

Fourthly, Negleft to prayer, tempts God to futlec 
.A us to be lead into temptation: Pour 'out jour hearts be-
'•^j I fore him at all times, God is a refuge form : but it is 
f''f to fuch as wait upon him by pouring out their wants 
f f i ^^^^^^ ' ^ i ' " . Lead us net into temptation, but deliver 
/ , ^f*'"'" ^-"il- Mat. 6. Ifai, 64.5. 

. f , What hath been faid, may teach two things; Firft , 
f J . ihc lamentable condition of fuch as neither can,nor 

Will pray, thatareasunaccuftomedtoit, astheHeifer 

/ 

file:///iffraytontinHatly
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to the yoaK living abfolute Atheifts in the WbrJd 1 
favingin their heart, i f not in their adions too, there 
is m God: "Four cm thy ivrath ufon the heathen, 
famines that calinot Hfonthy name. 

Secondly, This teacheth to ftrcngthen the hearts â .̂ 
hands of facb as fear God, to this fervice of prayer 
it being part of their defence or Armour . Eph,/, 
-Vrayini dw^V '^'^^ all prayer and fupphcation in tl,\ 
fpir 't, watching thefetm. mth all perfeverance, & 
[Ze^thoHf^idfiM^yf^^c/^^^^ thyUce 
/ J / feek : thoH mlt hide me tn thypavilig„- 1I 

P ^ l 4 . ^ 1 7 . 9. Read and confider, fop J 
to the cflufes of this Decay. V 

Wlienundermorethen, &c. But what may be the *,( 
CaufcT of this Decay ? i . Ignorance of felf frailty_ * -
? t n o r a n c c that troubles, or affliftions are G o i 
f l ! hoofc ^ Ignorance, what an cfpccial help 
God is ?n " time of trouble. 4- Ignorance, ,ha? 
cravcr to God in trouble, is the very means appointee, 
L God to obtain help from trouble. 
^f^Vy? Ignorance of felf-fralty, Man thatuy,,^ 
cfa Uman, is of ft^ days andfullof trouhle. His 
fiailty faith, that he doth not laft long , hkc the p.tch. 
cr fent to the well, and meets with a fall which break, 
eth it all to pieces, and itbecometti uicfulnomore. 
the holy Spirit in this Text gives us to undcrftand th^ 
fiateofMan, he is Born of a Woman, and that is At-
Sument enough to prove his frailty , that as fuch he 
iBiall Hunger, and Thirft, and be full of Infirmities 
and Sickneffes, Dying till he Dye: This is witnefl"e4 
every dsy; did we not fhat our eyes from it ? whi. 
therein we go to City orCountry,and not meet with 
frail man, under the Burden either of Confumption f 
Stone, Chollick, Bttr«i»g-Feaver, Tertian-ague 
Timpany, Droffe, Scurvy, Griping, Gout, &c. ' 

May 
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^k. May not our dayly experience tell us this? Are we 
ijtfeot Ebbing or Flowing continually ? I f at morning 

Joyous, at evening in Heavynefs our flate not only 
# troubled in common, but our daily accidents (hooting 

as it were new Arrows of greater trouble a xxs, tillwc 
^j/come to fulfill that doleful cry in the Morning, tofay, 
»(f would God it were Evening, and at Evening to fay, 

• ii^Would God it were Morning, Beut. 28.67. Noplace 
'y«'of reft for the fole of the Foot. Doth not L O N -
'̂ ^ D O L**;! S houfes of Hofpitality witncfs this every day ? 
'|,jfMay we not go thither and find Captives creepmg to 
' J . / D E A T H , as it were looking gafiiy, weeping bit-
« Iterly, with this Sequel; Oh that my Dajs were at a» 
'^^'tfd, andmy Isiightsnomore .'Mortals look but round 
Jyou, and behold your frailty, here lies one full of 

!?[l'groanings, waiting to be cut for the Stone, here lies 
.(('another to have a gangrcnned Leg or Arm Sawn off, 

y here lies another eaten up with the Kings-Evil, here 
•ylies another enten up of the Cancer; In a word, we 
" imay conclude with the words of the Prophet//^wA, 

Chap. I , 6. From the Sole of the Foot, even unto the 
Ifi head, there « no/ou»d»e/s in it, but wounds and bruifes, 
' and futrifying fores. 
«'ĵ (f Doth not this befpeak us full of Trouble ? No foon. 
y 'er is one ftormgone, but another comes; and doth 
ijjf not this call upon us to be in Prayer continually; and 

[ jf ' is it not a certain Argument of great decay in Godli-
'jijt'fefs. when ignorance of Self-frailty is g r e a t L e t us 
l^jfjawake with David, to David's prayer, Pfa.S9'^' 
'J' •^"'•^ ̂ ake me to knew mine end, and the meafure of my 
/ fl-yj what i t is, that I may know how F R A 1 L I am, 

plainly noting this as an effcntial means, not only to 
•J put David upon the work of Prayer, but fervent i**tfc-
5/veranceinthefame, 
/ 
^ Buc 
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Secondly, A fecond caufe may be this. Ignorance 

that troubles; or afflidions are GodsFlrame-houfe. 
He there puts us to prove us, that he may boweus* 
long abfeticc from Health is ufually attended with fpi', 
ritual Wealth. It is good for mt that I have been affli^ 
iled before I affliBed I went affray, but nov, i 
have learned thy Precepts; t i l l this time I knew not my 
Self [ did not confider my Frailty, nor thought 
Health fo great a Jewel as now I fee it is, when I/r^^^ h, 
had elt from trouble.they grew fetled upon their Lees, 
Idlenefs brought them to Wantonnefs, and being fe ĵ J 
t f t h c fu l fwf th Butter of Kine, and M.Ik of Sheep̂  I 
S t h the fat of Lambs and Rams of the breed of 
Ian, and there drink the pure wine of the Grape. L 
Then Tefurum waXed fat and hcked, then he forfeit t 
Godrh4trnMm,aMly ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ "f ^/ 
^ / - « fad effeft did attend his tuineis. , 
^ t o Z i » « ^ com" trouble to file off thi^ ^ 
elfe it will deftroy and eat out like a Cancker. ) , 

All that rellifh. fe^eand habit that once wasin / / . 
rati in the day when God found him in a dcfert Land, C 
and'in the waft howling Wildernefs; then hewasholi, 1 
nefs to the Lord, ftooped with his Heart, and Bowed V 
With his Neck; Lord help and fave me, andwhatfo./ | 
ever thou commandeft I will do, and whitherfoever \i 
thou fendeft me I will go. Where aftMions meet not 
with a reprobate mind, or one void of Judgment. 
this is the very effedsof Trouble. Jfa.26. I 6 . Zord 
in trouble have they vifited thee, they poured cut a prayer , 
y^hen thy Chaflening was upon them i they were early '(( 

• with God when they felt the fmart of the Rod. So 
'" that in brief, this may teach us that Troubles are Gods y 

Frame-houfe, and Ignorance of it an evident fign of ') 
decay in Godlinefs. ,|| 

Thirdly^ 
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Thirdly, A third Caufcof this decay may be this^ 

ignorance, What an efpecial help God is in time of 
|ijif', trouble, He alone brings ir, and He alone Sdndiiies i t , 
|K and He alone removes i t -. Its Gods Love to afflid^ 

He gave Ifrael into the hands of their enemies, be-
i Ĵ aufe they foon forgat his works, and waited not for 

i*'' his t ounfel, fo they that hated them ruled over them^ 
Fw "•^vtTthclefs he regarded their Aff l idion and made 

' 0̂ be Pityed of all thofc that cjrryed them Cap-
jjJiC tlve. . I fficlions doth mt come out of the Dufl, neither 
d'doth troubles fpring out of the Ground-, God is a 

'j|>i*! Ê â îous - gent in the whole courfeof amansPilgri-
V l "k^''^' "̂"̂  effentially our towre in times of trouble^ 
' > that we can no way bear it or improve it without him} 
'y'-^'«w<^ was well skilled in this bleffed Arithmctick; 

(, Whatfoever others may think of Gods being a Caufe 
W ^""^^ ^* trouble ; iknovn 0 Lord that 
l! \P f'^dgments are right, andthat thou in (aithfulnefi 

^^f^^ftafflilledme, Pfal. 119.75. Thou Lord art he that 
( i?"̂ ^ faveth from Trouble, and faveth in Trouble $ 
jjji'thisis thy tefliraony given of thy great Mj/efty ,Z)f«f» 

Wr^' ^ ^' " " ^ '^"'^ ^ ^""^^ ^ ^ 
^"^^ ' ^ ^'^^ ""'^ I make alive, I wound and I 

sniA j " ""^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^"y that can deliver out of my 
.(|t«W. Ignorance of this is a great let to fpiritual 

J J'growth, and a sreat caufe why Gods Altar in time of 
^5^f«"^ble is fo little vifited. 
'w\ ^^"urthly, A Fourth caufc of this decays nsme^ 
Y ""''^'^ ^'^'^^ 'ben ordinary Troubles^ 

' I ff "Ot more then ordinary in Prayer, may bethisi 
'/^""••^"ce that prayer to God in trouble is the very 
''rip7*"^*PP^'"'^'* <>btain help from trouble, 
^^ ' ' ' •TQT ' " " Ghriilians H A N D S . It is his working 
r ' c i ' ^'^"oat which he cannot do any great exploit. 

f ve any Artift never fo much room and time to dc» 
, L fofij 
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forne excellent p i « c of work, yet deny tiira Tools,^ t 
and i t will prove like the £^r/.»^^^ no f 
Stnw no Brick; as Food and Cloathmg is the means j ! 
of i r a l Health, fo Prayer mixed with Trouble u 
1 meatus of fpiritual health, without which neither 
the means o p ^.^^^^^^ ^̂ e Hammer T 
w S h e N ^ , c h ' a m e a n d M o r ^ ^ ^ ^ 
lorcetntueiNm , - Y/'ork-men buildeth the 'A 
and the Handsof the ̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
Houfe. ^ " f P f ^ / ^ l T r i faChrif t^ without ^ 
bitation; thus i " y f ^ „ . T et me a o n e J 

not by P'̂ ^y '̂ R^L^iiiouJ Jfrael: / vi/lnct let theef 
^^''Tu iTd W till thou blefs me. I will no 
i" i ^"''^ ^ « till ? f nd God coming by faith, alway S 
ceafc praying ^'''^ " " ^ ^ j ^ . ^ a v or Channel through / 

which 1 mult expect II ^ . . ^,nding: if j 
^0 P R ^ , ^ % ' , f Jb ie God^^^ toanfwer i j 

T , Jichlla never holdtheir peace day mr night, 
( f t V h ^ f I befeech you, day nor night. You that 
^ :Le t n t on of t h e W Silence and / 

hJ^ no reft that is, ceafe not praymg till t h / 
f /oirohflSng the promife. till heeftablifh, and till 
tc ^ ^ j U l ^ ^ - p r . i f c in the Earth .• moft per. 
tinem to ihis.-^ IS that blefTed word in E^hel 36.36, 
Tthe Lord build the rninedplaces, and plant that th,t 

defolate; I the Lord have fpol^en it, l y^itU, 
•t Here is a great and gracious promile that che 
Land that was defolate, ftall be as^he garden oi 
Eden and the Cities that lay waft (hall be fenced/ 
and inhabited, (hxxt pray rnarkhow ) 7/«r/f 37. r „ 
fer all this, I will be enquired after by the houfe o/Ifrael 
to do it fcr them,.ihcy (hall pray unto me. M y 

P R O , 
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0 , P K O M I S E to do ir, is fo far from being a ground 
^ J t o ceafe l^rayer, that ic is the very FOUNDATION 
O O F P R A Y E R , they muft pray for i t , becaufe 
W^l^oi hath promifed to do i t ; A lively example for 
j^iy this have we upon record in 3 7. 27. F'orthou 
r j ^ ^^''^ of Horn, God of Ifrael haft revealed to thy 
f j f " - f A n t , faying, / ^it bmld thee a honfe, therefore 

Servant femdin his heart to pray this frayer, 
r j ^ r f e 2 5. Andno^ O Lord God the IV Q R D THAT 
rJ^^OXJ H A S T S P O K E N (or promifed) 
iY'^^""''''i»g thy Servant, and concerning h/s houfe, ejla-

ever, and do as thou hafi faid. Here it is 
o^'jj ^ " .̂ hat David was (o far from prefuming upon the 
iCj P|'< f̂nife to ceafe from the duty of prayer, that it is 
/ j , nis very Argument that he ufes in prayer, that what 

I* Th'* '̂̂ '̂  proraifcd he would be intreated to perform j 
J''|itj["e good Lord help us to confider this, and f o l 
/yn^n pafs to the zzd. Sign of dying in Godly-
, fLnefs. ^ . ' " 

/ / 

V • • , 

' a 
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and t L without great provocation Godtsnot^ont 

S I G N . X X I I . 

ntightj clef Hi to lnpirt<^ftcr the natural cur ecf 

^ ^ f f m^re or l-̂ fs fpiritual any man is may be 

S or C u r e V o ^ K We may therefore firft 
re after the word Affl idion, wh.t that meaneth 

to^ka is to lay fome burthen upon a perfon that 
L nor ordinary, len. x^. -t,. There thej fhall affiia 
IcTfour hundred years: this is Opened inExod j 
Jfrael is made to ferve with rigour. Lam- r. 4,5- The 
^vayes of Zion do mourn, becaufe none come to thefolemn 
feafis • all her ^ates are de folate, her Prtejts ftgh, her 
Virzi'ns are afjficJed, and/he is in bitternefs. Ihave 
f,en J have feen theafiBionof my people which are i„ 
ESVPC by reafonof his task^mafitrs. Ads 3. 34. By 
there Texts it appears, thataffliftion meancth any 

grief 
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! grief or trouble that cometh upon foul or body, name 

y oreftate, (or the puniftimcnt of fin, or thetryalof 
faith; fo that fickntlTs and difeafes, as Feaver, and 
Ague, Confumption, Infl imation and the like, are all 

; comprifed under this word AffliAion ; It will therefore 
^||, be neceflary to open the word Spiritu;il caufe, it being 
I^A in the Sign oppofed to natural cure : by fpiritual caufe 

' 1* to be underftood, fomc provoking God in the fub-
/ i j , J affliAed, to the procuring this afflif : ion, noting 
V* "̂ ""e caufc or other, why the Spirit fuffers it to come 
^ uponuj. 

Now every body will be ready to grant, that thefe 
things before prcmifed, may be truly called affliftion, 

i , "Ot grant that there can be fuch a fpirirual caufe in 
, # "lemfelves, and fo make the Sign of no force. 
Pl̂ i Now to clear up this doubt, let us make this inqui-
/ »"y> whether any afHidion, or death it fdf, come 

i upon any man, but for fome caufe or other from tlie 
j5, •! ""3", ( adivc or imputative ) that is, he either fo ad^ 

ed in his particular perfon, or fome body elfe in his 
general relation, and on him it isrighteouflycome : 

t^'fi^ the refolution of this queflion, let us inquire 
i" f ffl" ^" Scripture the righteous God afltgns 
,t''j^"["^ions or death unto. Gen. 3. 9 10, i l , 12, 13. 
f j fo^d thee then wert naked ? Hafi thou eaten of th 
nfich' ^ "^^^nded thee not to eat: The things in this 
/<) "^Pter confiderable are thefe, wr/c 14. the Serpent 

^0 his kltj, eat dufi, and be curfl above 
f . Y^*'y ̂ e^fi of the field, verfe 16. to the woman he faith, 
M • ̂ /^ greatly multiply thy forrow, and thy conceptio n ; 
;(f 1 /"^"^T"^ ^ho** (^alt bring forth children: and to A dam 
w]^ r*^^: Gurfed is the ground \or thy fake. Thorns. 
ihanJ "^^'^'^ ^'^^ bring forth to thee; dufl thou art, 
/ j tnif i!^^ *^'"* '^(turn ; you fee in thefe vcrfcs, 
jjji 'lety both upon the woman and the mar*, is brought 

/ i L 3 and 
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and the reafonby God afSgned . verfe 17. Ii5t'caurc t 
t\\M hafi done this in hsarkjiingtothywife, curfedi^ 
the ground {or thy fake : fo alfo h(h. 7. 7- Jfr.el, )' 
Gods prevailing people, that by day had a pillar of a 
cloud and by night a pillar of fire miniftnng unto 
them now cannot ftand before their enemies; jcji»^ 
rhat ac another time commands the Sun, and Moon, 
and they obey him ; now by prayer cannot prevail, 
for Ifrlel Gods people, againft the curfcd Nation. 
Pnr fhu is the muter? ver/eil,rz ifrael hath fin. k 

^ a t l Z n o t fiand, neither wiUbew.th them 
lore except they put the acct^rfed tntng from amo„g k 
7heZ: Lam%. I , 15. / ^ - - the man that have fi,„ 
.(Hi^ion Mtrk 19- wherefore dothaUvmg man com. ?j!> 

; f f n a Z f o r ^ ^ ^ ^J-^- ^ 
V for this Caule many are fcka^d weak and ma„y ^, 

: Thef 2. I I . For thts <Lm t God {UllfenA 
them flrong dclufton, that they all might be damned th • ' " 
Telieved mt the truth, but hadpleafure .n unrighteouf > 

r/- and let all the houftof Ifrael kmw, that mthout ^/ 
fr,,"n.v fhave not done all that Ihavedone, fatththe U J. 

„ers: and let all tne nouicor i / r«» ^..^w 
^ CAUlV, I have mt done an that 1 have done fanht,., 
Lcrd, h%tk. 14. 23- more might be ft.d, 
CO affliiSions that attend both the body and na.nd. U 
together with the Caufes: and this left to confide;-

Whether i f Hell, Condemnation, the higheft of 4 
Aff l id icn , be the fruit or reward of fin and unbe< r 
Jief: much rather ficknefs, and dileafes with death ic y, 
felf, which are the leaft affliftions, muft come froin 
Creature €miU : Now if any man can aflign aiiy i^j 
other €auie then God doth here afiign, let him do ^ 
i t ; i f not by all this comparing of it with the eighth I'l* 
Sign of dying to Chrift, in which Ihave been morg * 
large upon atiliSion , inward and outward , vikh. 
their Caufes; I fhall therefore proceed to foroe Ob. 

jeAions 

i 
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.J jcdions, that fcctn to complain againfi this J )o-
' i drine. 

Ohjefl. I . The firfl Objedion is grounded upon, 
4| 2 Sam 12. 14. The Child that is bom tothte fhaU. 
X furely dye : David is threatned with death in the 
f : child that hath not ofTendcd, contrary to this Do-
ftili drine. 
i , l Anfvf. This aft of God to take away Davids 
oJ'J Child, i f confidered, will be found mercy mixt with 
oip'j juRice, D^t/»i/by the Law was to die for the matter of 
|!̂ ', Vriah ; now God in refped: he bare to David fov 
|K what good he had done, and further was like to do, 
,r, being a man fo after Gods own heart, goes out of the 

ordinary way, fpares the perfon of David, and im-
J<f Putes i t upon th i relation of Z)<jf«V, viz,, his Child; 
, / fo in Davids feed he puniftied D-iW^^ pcrfon ; Jh's 
A »s Gods ufual way in Scripture, and fetsHis Wajelty 
/ out, to be full of Mercy inthemidftof Juftice, he 

d will take away the firft born in Egypt, that had not 
/ finned, and therein plagued Thareah, and their Ta-
/' thers that had finned : That this is mercy, confider 
/ ' David the finner be cutoffforhisf in ; there was 

K therfnoroom left to manifeft repentance either in Z)-*-
ji;!'' vid OT the Egyptians, yet death muft come that God 
f , may be j u f t a n d though nothing but Juftice mnft 

take pkce, yetin that he will beas merciful as poflible 
J to ftand with Juftice ; Therefore there is truly a Caufe, 

d : for God to impute death to Davids Child, for Davids 
J. fin. 
irj ' Objetb. 2. The fecond Obj'eftion is grounded upon 
/ , T°b 2. 3. which feems alfo to complainagainft this 
J) l^oftrine in thefe words •, Thu hafi moved me agaixjt 
f t Job without a Caafe, he tsaperfeB and upright man ̂  
ili'j that feareth God, and hateth evil. 
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Atif^ God goeth in this out of his ordinary way, 

as in the cafe of St. /W/converfion. A^s 9. I t will 
Tor he (afe to imagine, that others are unconverted 
Ee aufe God meets not others fo >/omet,me Cod 
5nfh things to fbew his Power and Majefty, and 
creatnerover all, and his ufingmftruments ,nanex. 
grcatneis ov ^̂ .̂  La^^rm from the 

ve a S "cm death the widows Son. and others, 
grave, anu ^^^^^ ordmary. 

5,econuiy, . . /r̂  j j (.Qnie Upon him, if we confix effity that this^liould co ^ .̂ J^^^^ ^ ^ 

^""'fSihiXr nought? hith^^^^r^, put hut forth thy y ferve thee for I ^ j , ^ ^ j , ^ ^ ^ 

' A v e Ĝ ^̂ ^̂  uft becaufe Jod had dealtfo well with not lerve uuu ) ^^^ j ^^^^^ ^^^^ h,m. 

i " l r ^ " ' r r^ear a d he accufer of thebrethren be pu, 
S I " . " ; S ! : h S p l - s .gainR as envying hi, 

f.^^S^^J* tn the flriaeft fenfe this carriage of God 
V ' f \ hardlv be termed aflhdion, but rather to fob, can hardly ^^^^ .̂̂ ^^ ^ 

^ ' ' " X ' ^ tho; rt an upright man, thoufeareft 
P '̂P na' hated e^.l Satan is fiill complaining of 

K ^ L f e he envies thy profperity,and tells mc thou 
' ^ ' ' K o v e another tnan, then I take thee to be, i f 
X u l d Sy thee by ad verfity, and takefrom thee thy 
I inouiu ^ y ,^,.non the mouth of this great ad 

if 

it) 
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f ri'V jsjow iCLs uujj mi-••••^j""" veil, 
P'^rfrv & lend me thvOKen,and thyAfTcs.thy feryants 
S l y Cartels, thy Children and all thy fubftance. and 
!":, hodv for my fervice, I will pay thee with great ad-

dnnears bv this following: So theLordhUffeJ 
.t.., hndv for my lervice, i w.n î ay n.̂ .̂ , w.^L.^icaiaa-
' " ^ i s e l s appears by this following: J". thcMhUffa 
U latter end of lob thenhts beginning, for he had 

I t,,rt thoufand (beep, and fix thoufandCameh, and a 
hufa^djoaiefOxen, and a thoufandfijee Affcs,andhad 

- alfo 

f 



sighs ef 4 DftHg cr decaying Chriftian. 15 r 
iff ̂  alfofeven fo»s and three daughters; fo that the Lord gave 

JOi> twfce as much as he had before. Jeb 42.10,11,12. 
f / ^ ^ ' ^ ' 5- '^^^ fhird Objeaion is grounded upon 

j / i 57. I . The righteoM peri/beth, andm mau/ajeth 
J tt to heart: Good men here are taken away by death 
J , and no caufe fhewed; they have the teftimony ot" 
f i 1̂? taken away: It will begranted, 
. r 5"''y ™gbt have lived much longer for age, the Text 
, / implies it,and the Objcdion is the fironner by it • for i t 
ii'f matter of complainr,had tbeyliyed till very 

I J age had took them away,for then we know all muft dye. 
y Attfw. The time thefe good men lived in, was a 
, ̂  very evil time, and Cod takes them away, 
wf judgment to the People, 
jjj:! Secondly, In mercy to themfelves, 

i < K I " J"<lgment, / f a . 5. 6,7,10,11,12. He 
A u ."P°" ^hem by the Righteous, andwjrned 
\ f i "̂e™» bat ic would do them no good ; now he will 
' / ^^*y ĥe Righteous from them, to fee i f they 
^ will lay it to heart. 
J Secondly, In mercy to themfelves, they are taken 

away. 
'̂" '̂̂ ^ Becaufe by long living with fuch, they muft 

i needs be a weary even of their lives, and their fouls 
| i vexed from day to day. pfal. 120. 5. 1^0 is me that 

| / / dsvell in the Tents ef Kedar. So Jer. 4, 14 (JMy 
J ' mj bo-^tls, 1 am pained at my very heart, my 
/ maketh a noife within me,becaufe thou k^ifi heard 

A ^"^^^^^^'^''^ the found of the Trumpct,the Alarm of war. 
\ f ] - *̂̂ <̂ 0"dly, In mcr<y to them, becaufe the continu-

ot this temptation upon them, may at Ui\ fo wea-
A '"^"^ o"^ as tbcy may give aW is Solomon did. 
/ l ^'"p 4- J^hen he X'vas old, his wives turned 
(A ^^^J his heart after other gods. So M i t . 24. 21 , zz. 
[/, M be great tribulation, fuch at was notfince the 
:/' ' . be-



15 2 Signs »f 4 Dying or decaying Chrifiian^ 
befimhl of th rforU, mr evtr fhailbe • except thofe 
JavMlbtlhortneA, therecoulet no fiejh befaved, but 
fTthe eleU faie, it jhJi be Ihortnef : Even as our , 
Vtov Jb T / (Sntinuil dropping i wear a hole in lA 
E o n e : fo a continual oppreffion may tura the w,fe / 
S f r f out of all • fee for Ithis. Jer. 20.14, &c. He | i 
S e t h the day of his birth, a^d the man that brought 'A 
carletiitne ady u ,_in,ed his Mother had been ak V l 
tidings to hisHther , f ^ ^ ^ y - , , , , / / 
ways great with him. fay ng. J and that my 1/ 

d.,J!h.uUbecon^^^^^ ly 

r U l T J e G^dfr^^^^^^^ k do Will oot Keep o ^ ^ j , ^ ^ d» 
Mofesj outofthjh9oK. ^y caufe or other in ' / 
Gods afflifting men, is tor torn 

« f ^ / ' " j / . Chrift faith, Neither this man ^ . For anfwer to wh'C »̂ ^ . 

. . r ^ ^ f . f / ' - , ^ f j j ^ ; £ r n d e r f t ^ thfsaffliftion ^ 
yet It IS clear, ^'^^ Dif*^^^^ . jef^s Chrift in his , 

:^^ornf.r.h,r^^^^^^^ 

J n ^ n t m t ^ h e X ' e T e m ^ ^ 

\ confirming anfwer to all the Ob jedions, i 
V ™.',rc t L t hich provocations in us, procure Affli> IV 
l ' P ^ r . \ i r f W M i c e calls fo loud, that God 
f a^aaVSep /eL^p l^edo tha f f l i a . thoughincom. 

Pa i l l OP-



5igtrs of a Dying er decaying Chrifiian, 153 
. paffion he mixeth all with abundance of mercy, 

fil zChron. 36. 15, 16. The Lord God ef their Fathers 
^ i , Jent to them bj his Prophets, rijing t*p betimes and fend-

tng them, becaufe he had compafpon on his people, and 
i,J I on h is dwelling place: That is, he was very pitiful, 
if Jpth to grieve orafflidthem, till there was no rcmc-
K <*y, jufiice called fo long and loud for vengeance upon 

,it', them, as pfal. 106. J4, They didmt defiroy the Na-
jjlf tions, but were mingled among them, and learned their 
/\ "^or^s , and ferved their Idols ; therefore was Gods 

wrath kjndled^infomuch that he abhtrredhis Inheritance: 
/ { ^everthelefs he regarded their affiiSiion when he heard 

their cry, and did pity them. Hofea 6 4- compared 
With Chap. J I. 7 ,8. How {hall I give thee up f what 

J Jhall I do to thee} What lefs doth all this fignifie then 
y thus much.' that though God be fo provoiicJ, that 

. ^othing but Judgment muft come, yet like a tender 
Father to an unruly Child, mourns over him, while 

ii he correds him. Wc fliail leave what hath been fi id 
•^f to confideration, and pafs to the Twenty third Sign of 

«ying to Chrift. 

J _ -

*V C H A P , x x i i r . 

^li* Proving thofe Chriflians under great Decay, that pray 
J*/' more in JffiElion to have it removed, thenfanUi-

^'d.; yieiththrecCaufes of this Decay. 
\h . 

S I G N x x i i r . 

J jou pray more for Affii^lions heing 
'U removed, then fanBified. . , ' 
Ji \rJ 'IOC only-mindlcfs of Afflidions Caufe, but 
fi "^indlcfs of Afflidions end ; it is eafie and or-
/ dinary 


