_ Signs of a Dying or Decaging Chriftiam 107
im he went rearer . and had compaflion on him,
,;Jd not only fhake the head , and fay the Zord kelp
b ce, be warmed and filled, bur went nearer yet, and
2ound up his wounds, powringin Wine(o chear bim

11 hig fainting , and Oyleto heal him of his Grief,

ol and fets hir ‘on his beaft , and brings himto an Inn,

% nd takes care of him. 1In al his peoples afflictions
¢ was afflicted ; letevery one of us therefore pleafe
~ g’“h. Sympathy his Neighbour , for bis good to Ed{-
o 10N, foy cven Chrift pleafed not bimfelf , but as 3
¥ Written | the reproaches of . thens that Reproached thee
“ onme, Rom. 15. 2, 3.

CHAP XVI

(b Sbm;'”g that When the name 'of Chriff , and credit o
bis Gofpel ; 45 not fo dear tofn avperfmal [fuffering?
. e arcthen fuvely on the dying band: "_”d, tht ’2
“fate, body and life , we oxght.to (ubmit if called
Yo [uffering : with four canfe:of decay heres

SIGN XVL

it ) V "7 Hen yon willyather betray the Nane
G N N/ G fis, and she vt of
gty % Gofpel by "your [ilence then appear for #
20 your own [uffering and difparagement.
rh_ree things may be obfervable as to the opening
Of this Sign,
Firlt, what is meant by the Name of ]e(_'us. .
ime refers to his perfon , and properties, 45 his
Power, wifdom, Judgment , mercy, juftice, §00¢~
Befs ; difhonour done to all or any of thefe, 1s done

t him, becaufe this isthe matter or fubﬁancc he 1§
Made knowa by, and nnderftood to be ; tis clcazrv that
® . vt b wnd v tetieg e e M s (i s @ e o Neliaas &'w d”’g




1168 Signs of a Dying or Decaying oy,
WName inScripture , when referred to e e v o
God and Chrilt, notes all'this, oy, 20! 5 o0 off
fhalt not zake the Name of ‘the Lovd thy God 7;’1 T hig| ¥
Chap. 33. 39. Chap. 34. 6, 7. 7. 7. 10, 701,?“"_"?’; |
and A5 o. \ gl
Secondly, how far if called ‘ought wetq fusger |
this Name. Cefop |
Suffering isa word reduceable to three heads
¢entfinginman, ; » 4]
“ Firlt, in eftate there be may {uffer, by Bavigg +.
“poods fpoiled, his bodily fubftance wafted, £r. | og b i
" Secondly, in body by perfecutions; and eProg, 3b s |l
bonds, and imprifonments, /eb. To, 32, 33.ch3;S |
117 36, :
Ti}ird[y, inlife, Lnke 14.26. Aésax, 1¢ 2, |4
vel. 12, 12. Now i1 what cafes may we be Prove; [
guilty of this dying Sign , a5 falling under any o 2 1ot
thefe three heads, S |
" Firlt, If becaufe of our eftate we comply Wigh
or countenance any evil, or refufe to confc—fsany Sl |
Jobn 12.42. 2. Tim: 4. 10. Neverthele[s among 1, chi |8
Rilers alfo many believed o1 him, but did ot confefs pt |
Yef¥ they fhould be prront of the Synagogue. o
“ 7 Secondly,' if becaufe “of our bodies, to free thip
from fufferings, we will complywith, or conntengp
any evil, or refufe to confefs any good, Mar. 5. i
- But -When tribulation oy per(ecurion yifeth égm,{‘/; oft'?)e
‘word; by andby they are offended, | .
Thirdly,If becaufe of our lives to frée them R
.will comply with any evil, or refufe to confefs any
_good , contrary to Dan. 3. 17,-18, chap. 6. 16.1]
-derall orany of thefe confliderations | when profeffor.
- can hear the great name dxﬂlonoured , and By theie
-filence fuffer itto be betrayed, itis very evidege the‘F gl
-predying to the thingsof God. No man or Womay,

= L




Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriftian, 109
In a Chriftian profeffion , but one time or another, are
‘}’able to temptations of this kind ; that is, to hu-ethe
ame and credit of Chrift and his Gofpel, comein
i competition with their fufferings and difparagements.

nd anfwerable to their weakoefs or frength, fo or-

inarily is their bebaviour to fuffer or to (i,
- The wifdom of the Serpent not to run into any
temptation of this kind , by going without a fufficient
Vq Callinto fuch Company , asmay villifie and fec lighe
¢# by the Name ot Jefusand his Gofpel , in whofe eyes
y heis not elteemed, nor his Gofpel had in any Repura-
i tion; mult be accompanied with the Innocency of the
-ﬂ”‘.DOVC , that s, if by fome providential Call we are 4
| | there, it will not ftand with a Doves jnnocency, 0 hear
48 Chrifts Name and his Gofpel reproached , perhaps to
"*’f-the looling fome place of outward Honor, Reput€ 0f
!;J}'& Profit, youare now it may be in the Synagogue among
bﬁ the worldly Rulers , feafting on their Dainties, and
20 Fobn Baptift in his Prifen Faflting with his Lord, And
| defignes on foot to take his head , and if you fpeak ,
gy your great Landlord will not indure you to have his
,AM great penniworth any longer , your great Kindred will
i beathamed of you., and turn you ont of cheSyna~
Jll gogue, if you keep not filent, and bear with their
o launtings and Jearings at Refigion , and hold your
it peace, be againft them in your Heart to fill Contience,
g butas ilenc, asthough you fided with them , to keep
il theirapplaufe ; mighty for Chriff inthe Glofer, Where
o no bodyelfe fees you nor hears you, but dumb with
“ *Milence upon the 7heator ; haveany.of your Rulersbe=
ficved on him, may not we in prudence run with this
€afie ftream , racher then in over zeal , hazard all,
- and run our felves into a Jail , is it not good fleeping
n awhole skin, Chrift hath my Heart and fhall have,
. and what if in fach an evil rime, 1 give the Ruler

my

l




110 Sigus of a Dying or Decaying Chriftigs,:
my Mouth , doth not the Scripture fay, the Prug
fhallkeep filence this time , becaufe itis an i €

Oh, is not this an evsl #ime, when & Man fhall be lau'ne!
ed out of the Market for buc fpeaking a word o
fide the way. and thas carnal reafonings are apt it
 takewith fuch ;. who kuow little of the worth of ¢ r.‘°
Name, and certainly it is not onely a Sign of the dec‘ﬂ:
in Godlinefs, but a very {infuldecay for any Chriﬁi:y
profeffor., to have fo little prefence of Chrift 59,0

and
e I
Gofpel in his Heart , as to fuffer upon matute coﬂﬁdei
ration, any Storm whatfoever , tocarry him ik P,

ter Captive to the denyal. Inever knew }.’i?”s * ks
not Whgt thon fayelt , whereis thatold fpiric that \:;:;
in Gods people under' fuch temptations in time fh
I will faith God fmice all thefe people with thePeQ;j
lence ,and difinheric them, what thenfaich Mof, it

his Honourable Eftimation of Gods name, Ny, 1 |

B : 4.
16, Now if ‘thon fhalr kill all this people as oy, Rt
txbse; the N atiomjwbic/a bath beard the Fame of zlje‘e’ b:;;
_{P’ﬂk f‘z]"’z 4 bgc(,mﬁt the Lord was not able to brmg tbi;,
people into the Landwhich be (wore to them t})frgf,,m, b
hath flainthem in the wildernefs ;O Lord, never leth,
Eyes feethisday, but rather blot my Name oyt Ofthy
Book . then to fuffer this reproach to come upor
fﬂmm} Name - what mean you to" weep ang break
my Hart faich the Holy Apoftle, Tam ready nor ondly
to beBound butto dieat Fersufulem, for. [heNﬂmeof
our Lord Jefus ; this bleffed Name th‘at isin SCripryrs
rightly Stiled , wonderfr! Conncellor, m‘zg/ﬂ] God, 00
Iafting Father , Prince of peace; thefe names to M
?o/lvzm, Panl, e, were more precious then GOld, ! e"
then fine Gold, yea the fairelt amongft ren thoutarg.
even altogethtr lovely 5 but Ihall proceed to three op
four Caufes of this decay, cre. which bemghecded“
may ferve alfo as remedics againtt this decay, ” V7

Fii,




Signs of @ Dying oy Decaying Chiiftian, 111

Firft, a flavifhifear of men , and chings pertaining
@t chislife ;. Fear yenot the reproachof ~men | neither be
Wafraid of their revilings , upon this fcore, either fea-
Gxing men | or feating loofing the things pertaining o
Wthis life, as obn 12.7 pdany beligved but did” #ot confefs
ﬁibi’?’ 5 for fmr of loofing thfirplace in'the Syragigne. It

ogis miuch 6 be feared thac wich regard to this, many bear

hff Land bear to heat 5 Jee and bedr tofee, know and bear to
)

)

know , thatdithonour concraded to the name of Ch ift,
and His gofpel, chat otherwifé they would not, and
certainly ought not ; have nis’ fellowfbip with anfraitful
f‘l» Works of darknefs,but racher reprove them that 1s, com:
% not in company wich them, yet if. you ruft, then te-
mH‘buke them ; for any among their great friends,kindred,
% or any other, by whom perhaps they have great giin ,
to bear 'with fwearing, blafpheming, deriding at Re-
%% ligion , or other vain communications , plainly argucs
i & great flavifh fear to have poffefled them.
[ ﬂ1 Secondly, another Caufe of this,may be an impotent
¢ Jove ; thatis, your love to God proves weakorlame 3
M T bere s 1o fear inlive, but perfect love cafts ot fedr 5 be

M Canfe fear hath torment. ' :
gl Thirdly, Unskilfulnefs in the Do&rine of felf-deni-
@ al, may prove a'great Caufe of this decay, w hofoever
s dot b not tike up bis' Crofs andfollow mé,’ ¢annot be my Dif~
iy ¢iple 5 behold T go binnd in'the [piric 10 Fernfalem " not
d Rntowing the things that oaltbefall wie there; fave that the
iy boly Ghaft witneffeth in every City, [aying , binds and af-
% ff‘ﬁ ions abide me, but hone of thefe things mibve me, Aeithcr
il ;Z:’f’\;’.'f my life dear'to my (elfy fo I may finift-m) conrfe
l,t J}Q]. i EeLg : P » q :
Fourthly, “A" doubtful mind of “Gods Allfufficiency
and certainty , to make up ‘what damage may comé
y throbigh ou’care'to his name and'crédic | “both in’ chis
#i Nfc, andthatto come; Gods All-fufficiencyis né:v;r
| AE I 0

-




{12 Signs of 4 Dying or Decaying Chriftiay,*

{o feen, asinthe time of greate(t fearcit

higheﬁ (traits ; T hen jhmgd fill and fce);:!mo;;:;ndcf t
the Lovd 3 and as-Gods fufficiency is never f;";t:on o
then, in like manner he 15 never fo obliged 2 AL
Wihen perfons are fuffering (through his grace) Sfthe
namefake : They [bail {ay their hands onyorn , ‘md0r

hi

cute you, andbring you before Rulers for my names-

but [will give yon a month, and Wifdom , which 4‘,5“-[1‘7?'
adver[aries [ball not be able to gain-{ay, Luke 21, § Jouy
buc | {hall leave this to confideration, and pmc:’ I3,
the 17 Signof Dyingto Godlinefs. 3

L}
o

GHAP. (XVIL

Shewing, that fimning through impatience, under Offpyg,.
i @ certain mark of ' deep decay'; with Objellions | ey

SIGN X VIIL i
o o Hen at a finall offence 5 you are. ufigly,

pimpatient, that yon commit great f,)
¢ is not poflible co live without offences giving” *

taking, real or {eeming; and fuch is mans frailty in com. §
mon, thateven under fmall provocations,, they are ap: j

to, yield to too deep an impreflion. But for better, -
derftanding, it may be neceflary to make fome QOpfe
vation upon this sign, : L
. Furlt, Asto the meaning of fmall Offences,
Secondly,As to the kind of impatience here intende

Firlt, By (mall Offences is meant , either {mall wigy |

Perfe. W

P |

Anfwers, proving the degrees of anger, and three C‘;": !

[és why Chriftians are impatient unto fin. M,
e :

refped to the lictle occafion that is given, perhaps bug. |

feemingly ; or if real, yet, fo_ flender, as it wo|g

by it.

be wifdom to wink atit, and but folly to_be moyeq |
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(6% Secondly g ; i :
fﬁw 'mz.‘cnrthlg, mal as coming from the fmalleft occafions

v s an error of life, as to the things of Heavens
( cn t Ou 1 ’.‘ . .

Ofc‘hcn‘ tha'ng[f, ,fma”,belng thar thac is greater in many degreess
8% pe " 1OMe error that may arife from the chings of thi®

i ;
) {rh’ (:Ztﬁr"(}whld‘ by God ate called the fmalleft matcers. A
. (o an may be eafily read more or lefs, ftrong, of
rﬁti‘ Pitiena] 2% He': y : P g
ufl that ehie as lie 1s more or lefs affe@ed with [l.’e offence
) b 18 life minifter to him ; whereas there is envyings,
ol ‘"’dﬂﬁfc amon "r e ot carnal and walk,
A Cd_w a5 mey » [Cor.s zgjon, are ¥ é i
| o )jx?:é th? kind of impatience here intended s, for fmall
bound ss to bie fo moved or inraged,as torun beyond the
AL of Go!s allowance , Beangry 'émf.m wot 3 let
WV” apmef‘g_””go dovon upon your wrath Intimatinga greac
710, ¢ S Inperfons , when provoked to be fo inraged as
o cont ftnue and boyl in wrath, feeking for revenge ,
gm-rfy 0 G_OdS Councel, be in malice as Gods Children.
i an]:;(f' Buit it may be objected,whethier anallowance
be, &¢T, or impatience under provocation may nos
”ﬁﬂlz o ;;“f’”- There is an anger in good part,andin bad part,
ol ¥ alte take o ffence or be angry, of impatient, as_to.[hu‘ :
i oo Perfonal revenge, or requital ; firrely it is not
iﬂcon;-_ ot He that 55 fo angry with his brother,/ball be in dﬂ.nf
e _?hdgmem-, for intheir anger they flew a man, and
“ct"*‘*" 4% o wrath ¢ hey digged down a Wall, curfed be tbei(‘
oo’ g ée;:‘ for it Was firrce , Gen. 49. 6,7.Here impatience
" avoidi?im ill part, and by Chriftians to be abhorred and
: :\4 wd A, it being not of that kind, Exod: 32. 19.
tﬁﬂd'h difple ofes anger waxed bor ; full of Zealous and fore
‘F; t cF;r [ziﬁ]rea not firmply againt their perfon, but againft
| bﬂ{d e ]g' Thus God is faid to be angry with his peo-
Wou’d‘ <o uw- en by their fins they provoke him; Numb 11.10.-
0 oug tt impatience and anger inill pare, is fuch as ruos
. e breaking the hedge of Governmeiit, run-
" 12 o ning-

\




114 Signsof aDying or Decaying Chriftiay,
ning into curfing , {wearing, . tumults ﬁghtiug
brawling. 8, 0
Object. 2.But it may be agiin Objected | thap .1
Sign icfelf feemsto giveallowance of great an et }
impatience , under great Offences ; forit faith, p)
at a [mal oﬁ' ence. You are Joimpatient | that you ,‘Om"',?
great fin. , i 1
Anfw. Doubllefs.pnwder great Offences, greatey dic (8

pleafure may be manifefied;; butlet the growing ha, |
ven-born Chriftian, fet up hisftandard here -[hacas |
1o offenice fmall or great, bemay dareat “ﬂy,llandt a8
break down the wall; in a word, Be angry il to.
nor, Ephef. 4. 26. By.this means we make our
rel,Gods, to whom yengeance belongs , and hciWil‘ |
righteoufly repay, otherwile, that is, when impatje,
carries us into the path of finnnig, we make the ‘lllar'r?[
our own, and take Gods work from him , and £ i
cur his difpleafureupon us : The good Lord giye 4
wifdom and ftrength to Chriftians bere, under |
vocations, whether great or fmall, in Church o k "4
mily, from friend or enemy, that thcy‘lrt patience |, ¢'u;
jts perfect work,, rather to the fuffc'rmg any wropg: 1
then committing the leaftfin; How like our Head tﬁé
1.ord Jefus would this declare us to be 2. who did 2t iy
weither was guile found in his morith , yet when be w, ‘
wiled, veviled mor agin , when be fuffered threatned y, "
(took it moft meekly) and committed bimfelf 10 bin gy p.
sudgeth righteonfly.
J é é]-fg;,g;; Bur(l_]l_t may be objected again, whethe
this Superiours as Governors, Parents, or Mafters
or not be angry with their Infertours 2 '

rl)y 7(
:may
\ r
Anfow. Yes, and corre@ them to, but it muft ba 3
“Law of Gods allowance ;, Read for out rulein this B ,
{and Fe: us live and die by it) Nebem. 5.6,7, 9, 'Al'i i

1

their drinking was in I fhers time , according to




Signs of a Dying or Decaying Clwriﬂi/m. I
T wasvery angry whend beard their crys and thofe words 5
then Lrebukedthe Nobles and Rulers (ayivg, 1t is not goud
W that youds, ‘onght yenor towalkinthe fear of our God, ber,
4 canfc of the reproachof theFeathen onr enemies.. O let
8 Cbriftians make this their rule under all. provocations;
i to keep within the fear of God, becaufe of the res
1 proach of the Adverfary; yea, let your provocation be
| what itwill, orfrom whome ic Will, friend or cnemy 5
% child or fervant them that have moft caufe or leaft caule,
flill remember and keep to this , it is berter ten. thots
4 fand times tenthoufarnd, patiently to fuffer, than im-
i patigntly zo fmand fuffer too; by the one, othersdous
! wrong.by the other we do our felves wrong s St Pasxl
¢ meets with fome Chriftians in the Corinth Church un-
b der this Dying Sign, & Cor, 7. 6. Brother goet to Law
with Brother,and that beforethe unjuft reo: He prefcnbt‘s
‘the Remedy, that they racher rakewrong , ( chough from
Brethren) “and fuffec themfelves to be. defranded. The
0% Proverb is worth our heeding in this kind, (it will not
4 countervail our coft) betcer patiently take the wrong,
than with finning feckour right. iy '
: I-fhallnow come to two or three Caufes of this De-
i €ay,  which being obferved and avoyded, may alfo
(i ffl'V‘? as Remedies againft this decay or dying Sign.
Firlt, the firt Canfe, wanc of Government over
g our own {pirits,
i Secondly, Too high efteem of worldly Injoyments.
~Thirdly, Cumbring our felves with any bufinefs.
i ' Forthe firft, wiz. Want of government over our own
fPlf{t; that is, not being Lords over our own Paflions,
i having them at opr Chriftian beck, whento be angry ,
‘and to what degree , Tgnorance of our boundshere ,
¢ ," IIﬂﬂke us Beaft like s I were envious at the foo.ifh, when
j ‘vcdfaw the profperity of the Wicked s faying, 1 have waft-
g ‘am) heart in vain s and cleanfed my bands iy innoconcy,
f k.t f Plal.




116  Signs of aDying or Decaying Chrifiiap,
Plal: 73 8o foolifty and ignorans was 1, even asa Beap pos &
fore thee. He that bath no rule over his own Spipj E{ i
like a City Withont walls and broken down.  Wantof “
vernment over our own {pirit, makes us as nakedg &
defolate, asan unfortified City, whofe Walls are b,g S 4
kendown, Prov. 25. 28. PR
Secondly, Too high efteem of worldly }njoymmtsf‘- i
He that will hardly be moved ata bigger thing 'Wi‘u« 3
not eafily be moved fora pin; Al offences are a King
of lofs, “being fomething that croffech the grain of gy, 4
{pirit; now anfwerable to the eftimation we have mbr& g
orlefs of our lofs; will our offencestakingbe;; ltis.pw'*
ting too higha value of earthly Injoyments , as Hyg &
band, Wite, Children, Houfe'or Land, Gold or gjj ¥
ver, that makes us' fo impatient at their [ofs or leavipg, &
Set yostr aﬁﬁim‘ faich St. Paul, on tbing: above . 7ot lo“’}
things below T be time is flort it remaineth that they thy . 1
bave wives, be as though they “bad nomey and they ¢} By
weep, ds though they weep not 5 and they that biy as thoyep |
they poffe(fed ot 1 Cor. 7.29. The Apo‘lle would haye |
them to carry about with them their outward Injoy, 3
fiients, as a Traveller carries his old Coat about yygp, 5
" fim, every day thinKing to throw it of ; and if he loofe |
it, or be robbed of it, doth not much trouble himfejg,
for he fets little value upon it: 1Would Chriftian e
vellers feek to foar high in the} aff-Qions , how ilje,
tle ‘wounld this little little woilldly pelf .. feem ¢q M,
in our getting or looling, 1 Cor. G, 2. Phil. 3. 8. Sl
““Thirdly, A third cufe of our Tmpatience , and o |
third Remedy againft it is, to avoyd much cumbring ou: ‘
felf withany bufitiefs ; thatis, a filling our hands toq
full, over charging our felves, taking more up:ml;”
than we are able to manage with fubmiffion to bere )
~things,and fo hinder mediationand contemplation aﬁo‘m "
thofe lafting things of Heaven; which Occ.xﬁonsafré:f ;

?.'mg .




8igns of a Dying or Decaying Chriftian: “ 117’

zing of the fpirits, and fo we fin and fall as every liccle

trouble comes in our way ; whereasa joyful fpirit, that

4 isinlarged and atliberey, Bears allthings , belicves all
W things | endures all things, ismt eafily provoked , as2
{8 Cor. 1'5. atlarge thews : afl this while a fpiric cumbred
# s in bondage, and quickly fretted , like a fcald head
i foon broken ; Take heed leaft ar any time jour beart be
o overcharged, Luk 21. 34 1 wonld have yos be without
Wil carefulnefs, x Cor.7.32. Martha, Martha, thow art
| tronbled | and cumbre(t thy [elf about many things, but
| Mary bath made choice |, ‘or buficdber [ilf abont that good
Wl pare that all never be taken from ber, Luke ro. laft.
:f# Confider what you read, and the good Lord give you
g underftanding. Amen. : ¥ S

%%

CHApP. XVIIL

#’ Proving tfofe Chriftians tobe almoft dead, that make: it
‘“ . move their bufinefs , to get the Form than the Power of
I‘; Religion, with Canfes and Remedies, Lo 1 ot 3

SIGN XVIIL ;

Hen you are more carefultoges the n?ords
' of Chrifts People 5 than ‘the ﬁlﬂ”?f of

i Chyifts People 5 the Forne than the Power.
| .~ Thatis, the nameandout-fide of Reformation, rd-
i ther than the fpiritand power of Reformation; when
§ the frength and bent of all their care, lies in trimming
thy felf to appear before men righteous or religious.
% Perfons may go very far inthis with great felf-fecurity,
# relting barely upon outfide performances, getting fine
#] Words, and painted expreffions, making a great fhow
P Of their worfhip’, Pharafaical like, and at the fame
W time liveunder the dominion of fome bafe luft, Ifa.1.
8 1Y,12, 14,14, Towhat purpsfe is the multitnde of your
Sacrafices
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Sacrifices tome, [aiththe Lora? I am full of th *
Oﬂ?rﬁg: of Rams , and fat of fed Beafts, f} de;;':/:;’:" :
in the blood of Bullocks, or Lambs,or Hee-goats ; Wbot
oty come to appear beforeme , who hath requived ths :’: :
your hands , totread m) Courts ? Your new, Mogns and
appointed Feafls 5 they are atronbleto me, I am ypp,
to bear them | for Jour hands are {ull of blood, TheJ
were thenunder the guilc of fin, or dominion or bothy
and yert at the fame time full of outward Services,ar'l &
mighty bufie in their Worthip , Hear ye this ye pyy,, f
Jasddab, that enter in ;t zl;fe gm‘esy{; w;‘rjkip_l zl;; lb,o,.d i
st syl in lying “vords , faying , T he Templeof the Lopa - ¢
the T e{}nple gf t ¢ Lord s for_the Temple of the La,.;d’;t '
thity If ye througly amend youraWays and doings , if ok
throughly cxecute judgment berween a man and bis nejg),
bowr , and oppre(s not the port, fatherlefs, or widow -
this I delight. fer.7. 1t Is clear here alfo, thefe refleq
meerly in outwards , and fived under the dominion op
very bafe fafts ; ac the very tme they fcen}cd‘fo Zealoy
for the Lord. ' w2 G
And it is very much to be feared , many now adaye,
yun in the fame channel, Exek 33.31,32. Come [p,
ot and biar what s the. word that cometb forth frop t]
Lord; andthey come before thee as wy peoply da ; and;
2heiy moth foew much love ; (bucmatk at thefame rime )
their beart vuns after C owetonfnefs. Thefe were Hypg'
erites in Zion , thac {helcer theinfelves in the OmﬁdCO.
Religion,' Covering Gods Altar with tears, Mal. of
13. Yet he regards them not, feeing fuch to be bllt‘n&
minal Chriltians, and therefore abhors them exceed; o
ly: The Scripture feems ta intimate this as a ver ng.,
mon overfpreading weed , not rare to be found b *
rather rare to he avoided in profeflors,. . Fer ys t’}] ue A
fore alllook to our felves, prove osr own work 3 ere-
We ,b?a}ve rejoyeing i oHr _J[?lw,; alope, Mat, 23" I‘}'ﬂql.z;[. |

Jor

v com. I



£ Signsof a Dying or Decaying Chriftian. 119
Ul for a pretence make long prayers, Rom. 2. 18, 19,20, Be»
6 bold thonart called a Few , refteft in the Law, makeft
8 2hy boaft of God , being confident that thon thy [elf art a
o guide of the blind , a light to them in darkne[s ; at the
‘i fame time under the dominion of Sin,
%  But whar may be the Caufes of this, that perfons
fhould take fuch pains in Religion , and at the fame
/H time be but meer painted Sepulchres 2. e
. Anfw. Firlt, grofs ignorance { Temporal advance-
% Secondly , Carnal fecurity. ment, :
) Yirlt Grofsignorance, that God did never inftitute
, Laws for Laws {ake, but for his Name fake, and_ﬁnngxs
J faying . mever placing happinefs inthem, but " in: him
Al thatis the author of them, ~ O then what ignorance a.ﬂi
| madnefs isic, for people to content themfelves with
4 fefh-circumcifion ; God will punifh fuch with the un-
J civcomcifed, fer. 9. lalt. Bebold the dayes come, [aith the
| Zord, thar T will punifh the cire wmeifed with, ot as truly
as, the uncircumcifed , for the one hath itnotin the
i

4 fleth, and the other not in the heart. »
Secondly, Carnal fecurity ; That is, dream they thall

be accepred becanfe great Prayers , great PFCF‘ChC“

‘great goers to Church' ( thongh this be ‘SOO.J.

d In 1 felf ) yer chis is filthy and ‘bad ; when either it

i isalone or refied iy When they fball (ay, peact and fafe:

i 12 then [uddain defbruction cometh upon them , as travail

W #poz a woman with, child, and they [hall no tfcape

@ 1 1hefs,s,3.

0 - This Carnal fecurity is like to prove the damning fis
of thoufandsin our very Age , it appeareth in Scripture
to be one of the common fins of Profeffors ; inthe

time of I\_Ioah, they eat, drank. bought, fold, married ,

@ andgave in marriage, that is things lawful in themfelves

J Wwith fubmiffion to.more noble employment, was not

A ¢ondemnable, but this is that theywere giiven\,fi_%fp to

g’ ' : thefe,
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thefe, as if they did wholy addi® chemfelves to thefe - Iy
as to a Trade;it was all they bended their minds une, o

the man in the Gofpel was fecure that went into g
Marriage without the Wedding Garment, the five ;.
pins was fecure, the five Churches n Afia was fecype
though in danger, and threarned without fpeedy repe,”

tance, tobe

Carnal Security T
in ‘our own experience (may we not fear) take up thej, ¥

reft and hope, for Salvation, upon what they hay, i
done, leaning upon a read, have Sheets not large enougl,
to cover them; arewe notapt till out works are ftgp.
med by eminent danger aqd" appro:nc»h of ng.;A) o,
negle& the preferving all, ‘and all maniner of diligenca
to make or proye our Calling or Ele&tion fure, by goip,
on in the daily Addition of Faith, Vertne, Knowledg,:
Temperance, Patience, Godli{:e_/}, 'b'rathcr/] Love s are
we not as barren of ‘true fpiritual increafe , andatbeg,

bue, or Jefs, lively then twenty years agone ," and
pleafe onr felves with the hopes of Salvation, neye,
confidering on what foundation our hopes are grosnjeq
for confidence of being faved , isin many wicked livers’ If
whofe Works declare , their Faithis nota Faith Oflhe"
Gofpe! kind, which purifieth the Soul 5 therefore ey
ry confidence OF Salvation isno Faith of acceptance wily |
God, unlefsit be accompanied with under{}anding i v
chictruth it founds his Confidence on; may not tiy;
call for wayling onall hands, to bebold and hear the i
findsin our Land , that belch out their hellifh Oathu-
and imprecations , upon trifling occafions , uttery :‘s- ‘
vain hopes for Salwvation , while at the fame time (he
fwear themfelves into Damnation , and yet who fo ¢q
fident as they, unto whom not onelybut even ¢ tll;l.
beft of Profeffors, T humbly recommend thefe (ix Sy e
tures , for proof of the truth of their eftate of acctzg.

tance

fpewed out of Gods mouth 5 doth not this
raign greatly among many Profeflor
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il tance with God. Rom. 8. 10. And if \Chrift be notein
“ilyon, the body is dead becanfe of fin, but the Spirit is life,
I8 becanfe of righteonfnefs. 2 Cor.§. 17. T herefore if any
W man be in Chrift be is' a new Creature, old t/)in'g,arc

paflid away, behold all things are become new. alat,
V8S. 24. And they that ave Chrifts have C rucified the fleft
W With the affections and lufts.  Chap. 6. 14. But God

| 7efns Chrift, by whom the world is Crucified unto me, and.
l“' I #nto the world, 1 John2.6. Hethat [aith he abideth
8 3% bim onght himfelf alfo fo 10 walke, cven as he walked.
8 Chap. 3. 3. Apd every man that bath this hope in. him:
Iog prrifyeth bimfelf even as he is prre. i
¥4 - Thirdly, Temporal Advancement, although it s’
Sl wot an infallible’ Mark of Sincerity, when it is certaii

4 by the Profeflion of Chriftianity we meet with Tem-
ty4 Poral difadvantage, Lofs in Trade, Reputation, yet It
K 13 a confiderable Argument to ground a Charitable be-
i icfe of che truth of Sincerity in fuch a perfon; and,
lpdced, was a prevailing Argument wich the Primt-
1§ tive Chriftians 1o admic Difciples at the firft Confeflion
i Of their Faith into a Gofpel-Church, and oot much of

Life , for, that it could not racionally be prefumed they

g id lightly atcempt what [h?’ defired, in regard fucht.

@ certain lofs by the Crofs did attend the fames but,
| ‘onthe contrary, it is very evident in the Scripture, that
[ the fear  of the Crofs kept many from following
f "Chrift ; for, among the Chief Rulers there was nota
4 few that believed on him, but durlt not Confefs, for
Ly Ifc.g'r they fhould be turned ot of the Synogogue : and

Itis as cleare many did leive all' to follow him, to take
/ Fl?rp with his hard fair, neither Shoes fometimes to
1 . 311‘ Feet, neither Afear nor Money, fo that if they
g 14d not Faich enough to truft God for their Provifiony
! / without

orbid that I fhonld glory fave in'the C vofs of onr Lovd

(5 ﬂhy furthcr Enqniry into the manner of their p:{!&- b i
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without any vifible way to Sence,muft even quit ¢ e :
Yoak, ornos comeunderit, andtake their own Wa:‘
for their own ﬁlpply.; but.on the contrary, when Tery.
oral Advancementis as vifably probable to attend the
rofeffion of Religion,, and that ic isvery much o |
be prefumed in the eye of Sence, that it will adyapca ¥
. Trade,and occafion an increafe of Reputation ;i fuch ¥
a day asthis, it very nearly concernes fuch asare yy
der this probable I'emptation, to take confidergh,
heed they do not fun before they be fent .- thatjs,
not leap igto the outfide of Profeflion for Profefligpg
fike , becanfe it isfo much in fathion, that they are I
in a very faire way to obtain the Rulers Favour by, §
for, it is very certain the Rulers Favour hath proveg 1
a wofull Snate to many, to quita good Confcience, 1]
when the concrary turned  to their advantage, thoygf}
at Jaft ic hath brought them to the weeping - Crfy . &
like King Henry the Eights: Favourite, that with
full Cries upon his Death-bed, told the King, Nothing
now were his trouble, fike this, that he had been mope
Faichfull to Him then to his God, and were now Jik,
to meet wich a wofull reward for that hg ‘had fudied |
more to pleafe Him then his Maker. Though ey

greame Doverty be no fufficient Argument to obftrygq |4

crfons , being upon their Profeflion admitted jny,
Chrifts Fold becaufe the Poor receive the GOfpel in
Cbrfjh account , yet cer:amlx this Text hath e
much mifconftrued ; and doth not onely intend Tep,
poral Poverty, but Poverty of Spirit; yet, Howm,_ I
ny. Carnall Empty spiricaally Poor, as well as Ty |
porall, have inour day made more halt than Gog.. &
fpeed., or for the Churches Peace; to get into e
 ¥old more for Loaves then Love: not that this is to
hinder, or fuppofe that none extreame Poot in Qe
wards can be Sincere sy bue, as it is a Material Circym,

ftance,
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U france, that fuch as are Wealthy, canbave litdle by-end,
[ fo. joyn themfelves in Fellowfhip with that People
i where Weekly Charge will call for their continued af=
Wl filtance to” Communicate the fame. 1naword, nei~
gl ther Condition of Temporal Advancement, ot ifs con~
trary (as both attend out Profeflion in Religion, can

S

|
gy flain its Ten thoufands the other hath flain its Thou-
i:ﬁ fands; fothar there is no fafety, nor feafon for Seeu-

5 be without cheir Temptations) and often, as one hat

rity in either Condition , but an abfolute neceflity of

b  being flill upon our Warch for moft of the Spirit of
Chrifts People, and lealt of the contrary, and fo1 pafs

'E / to the nexe Siga of dying in Godlinels.

i |

,,aﬁf CHAP, XIX

i Containing init a defcviption of a decaying Chriftian, by

l‘/ his light trouble at Mifcarviages | thmgh knvn 1o

God{ eye, while kept from Adans cje with Three

ﬁ‘ﬁ Special Canfes of this Decayl

[vp{ . SIGN XIX.

r,ﬂd X Hen you are not much troubled at your

i own Mifcarriages, while they are kept

4l from publick view.
gﬂ’l‘ By Mifcarriages here, Iwould be underftood, the
G’ﬂ failings and fallings of Gods Children, not wilfully not
altogether willingly, but through infirmity,being over=
45“ taken, orasit were infoared before thcy'arc aware ,
M yet truly privy to what they have done, and not igno:
jl ’ﬁ ’rim.t they have gone out of the'way : Neverthelefs if
 *their gomg thus far in fight and fenfe of uneven walk-
";D/ :;‘8,‘ be found without much trouble, it is. moft evie
| ‘b’f <t then their cafe is very fad ; Now who is be ;’lmt
ives
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lives and fins not ? 1 King. 8, 46. And whois he ;4
can hide whac be doth from an All-feeing-eye,” p ar it
139. 7. And what is it that puts diftin&ion bcfw{“"
a good mans finning, and a_bad mans finming ? but ths
the one (ins with all his will, the other, with fearce ¥
of his will; to the one what he doth is matter of dne-
light ; to the other what he doth is his ficknefs ; thoy, I; i
itis true he doth it, yet his heart is grieved for i3,
now the more or lefs a good man i$ troubled yp,. i
this fcore, the more or lefs is bis decay ; where gy
awful fight of Gods eye is much reverenced, there all;
Mifcarriages are foon difcerned and much avoideq.,
but the leffer any man is befer with this grace, leﬂcﬁn;’
his fear to the greater, and heightens his fear to thé
leffer : thatis, Gods epe is not fo much run from as map,
eye : one of the higheflt temprations to fin being ]
érefie, and one of the greateft feafons to try whetliy, i
a man hath good will to do amils 0rno; it having 1y 1
it no kind of let to touch his fenfitive part, with ial
or fear to efchew it, becaufe that vifible fhame thay |
fin brings, in all probability cannot come ; then Satany Ll
is at work mighily,” havingthe higheft opportuniry =
unlefs the Confcience be found very tender, to ftrike
“the heatt into a treqbling fenfe of that piercing eys o0 U
she Almighty ; faying with' 7ob, Doth not be [e¢' pyy
wayes, and connt allmy fleps? Chap.31.47. What lf
can hinder ‘clofing with ' temptation toa high degree
now fuch mifdoing as this, of fecret finning, f_‘)“”d"in
~any, ‘and ' they not much troubled becaufe it is g, 1
made known ; let the fin they have committed fq « |
_never {6 fmallin account ; yet a fin doth prove fuch
“very defolate of the Grace of God. "~ RE
L Amnon, one of Dawvids Sons, being evil dif‘pore;d. /
towards Tamar his: Sifter, is not thoughtful ‘at alj of
Gods fecrer eye, but careful-how to avoid Az Eye 3
ag
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o-asthis faying proves, Have all Men ot from mse, 2 Sam:

13.9¢ none but Tamar mult ftay with bim, towards
whom he is wickedly, defigned , running 1nto Gods -

' eye without all fear, {o he may run, from Mans eye :

It was not thus with good Jofeph Facobs Sov, when he
had as much if not more fecrelie, and the tempration

. Wichout very firong, to have drawn him into high mil-

carriages. at fuch a time in a refiting way, gives this

* xeply, How can I dothis great wickedn:[s and [in againft

God? Gen 39, 9. Inlike manner Aunavias and Sa-
Phira, that fold their Pofleflions, under pretence of gi-
ving the price as a Free-will Offering to the Lords
ufe; butc when required to fpeak the truth, whether
Or nothey kept any thing back, in fear €0 Mans eye ra-
ther than Gods =ye, fins ar a high rate, Lyg,3 the
Scripture gives it, to the Holy Ghoff, BES 5 1,253 o4
But ag it is che practife of decaying Chriftians, to be
Mmoft careful to keep their Mifcarriages from Mans
€ye: inlike manner, their forrow at the fight of fin,
15 diltinguifhable to be different ftom the forrow ok
the growing Chriftian; though his mifcarriage may

¢ only known to God. faying, with David, Aganft
thee, thee only bave 1 [finned, and dome this wickednefs

- nthy fight | that thow mighteft be juftified when thow

{peakeft.” and clear when thos judgeft: On the contra-

. Y538 Feremiah complains, 7 bearkned and beard, buk

ﬂ’el’ Ipake nat aright, no man yepented bim of bis evil,
faying, what have I done cvery one turneth to bis ow#
Courfe, as the Horfe rufbeth into the B atrel, Buc I fhali
*Proceed to the Canles of this decay, which may be
Teferred to thefe three, Firff, Blindnefs in the Un-

er[‘tanding; ot Secondly , Want of Fear to GOd.&
',Tbirdly, Want of Love. to.God, (1.) Blindnefs in

the Nnderftanding’, this may be called the Evilof E-

vills, for that ic is the Devils Grand Anvill, on Whi;'h

<
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he doth Yrame che firlt beginningsof al eviy . -
" rightly ftiled the Prince of darknefs, becaufe his vy, 304
are done moft of allon perfons Dark in the ¢, dﬂﬁ
fanding , which makes us fit matter for him ¢q ftaij f
with : for, whacfoever Man doth entercain 5 1S
Choice, be it good or bad, itis received by lh"'uﬂder
ftanding , which muft be [atl_sﬁed with fome Vahy!
" ble, real, or feeming worth in it, before it is accepreg hy
As Vertueis a Jewell worth all our Labour, angd g0 844
be purchafed at any rate, becaufe of the excellep; ad
vantageit doth ennoble and enright perfons unto, a“& |
for which many have given up themfclves,fo valuablei ,
fts purchafe ; yetisicof no more worth to adeprﬂve;
underftanding, then the choifeft Colours to a'map
turally blind ;" in like manner , Sins and M'fcarriagés
againt God, their dreadful fling being bid from g |
Under ffanding 5 & Carnal' I’rpfcfqu not fccmg With "
‘thofe eyes whit a yeward is laid upin God for Verrye
and what a Punifsment is prepared of God for ;" i
quity, proves a leading Argument with he Fleg
to call Vertues wayes too [frair and troué!r:fo;ne, and gh
wéy of Sin at the fame time as the Stolre Waters
fweet and pleafant ; this is the true caufe why the Al (
piercing eye of GO(_i is not rev;rcncgd, asthe grear.
‘et Tye both to avoid Sin or Mifcarriages, and'to e s
troubled for any progrefs in that Rode; for,'a rue
enlightned underitanding reprefents the prefence B
‘God allwayes fo near, as that it featcs_a reverence g
this God in the heart, rooted, and in thf: life' ey,
denced, Pfal. 16-8. P[al. 109: O Lord, faith Dy

—

“thou haft fearched me,,and known re, thou Knowe(t
‘my down fitting, and up-rifing, thou underflandep
my thoughts a farr off, and art acquainted wich ajj my
" wayes, here is an open paffage in Davids undepe.
‘Randing for the All-piercing eye of God, whompe |
a TR knowes ©

(
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knows to be i Heart fearcher, aVertse vewarded, 4-
\ Sin punifber , and, theréfore after he'had made hisac.
knowledgment of Gods Omniprefence, with this per=
\ tinent-and powerful Application in Prayer to him
i clofeth all, faying, Scarch me, 0 Gad; and knov my
W beavt s try me, and know my thoughs, and fee if theré
o be any wicked way in me, and leadme in the wiy cvers
ok lafting 5 thatis,in the Path of Vertue, which certain-
;3‘ ly centers in eternal happinefs; Plali139, 1,2, 23,24:
o This was Davids frame, isdiin
gt - But when our lloder(tandings are fo depraved, that
‘ d we can walk -on fmoothly, like the Hatlot, faying,
i Come, let us. take our fill of love until the morning ;
d let us follace ou felves with love , for the good man is
i not achome, he is gone along journey: Hear is the
jf abfent eye of the Husband, he’is gone a long joutney,
ult What now is inthe way ?- her Underftanding is fo blind
i 5 to the perceiving privity of God; he is nog in her
| thoughts once to make anfwer; but God is near and
il feeth my ways, - and counts my goings in like manoer.
| The young Man  being void of underftanding goctli
| after her ftraight way, rot knowing that the deadare
there, and that her guefls are in the depths of Hells
gl Secondly, Want of the fear of God, is a caufeof
ythis decay, he whofe heart is pofleft with the fear qf
God,, as knowing his greatnefs and goodnefs, his
mMighty power and arm to fuve or deftroy. Thoughfiich
0 one wants no power or fecrecy, to offend this God
)y CoOmmitting a&ual evilagainft this God, yet daré
flot, cannot, will.not do it ; but were it ot for #4s
ear of God, conld and wonld do what they cantlor;
hor dare not,  The Kingof Egypr commands the fHe-
o .'” Midwives, thacif a Son were borh, they fhould
Wl bim 5 and who then fhall blame chefii, feeing a
> k King
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}(ing commands them :  But the Hebrew Midwiveg
<ared God , -and did not do as the King of £ 01'2
commanded them, but faved the Malc-chil§ ik

§ renaliye |
Exod. 1.17. Good Nehemialshad as great a power o
exact heavy. burdens as any of the former Governggg,
that had been before him, but acquitteth bimfelf jp,

thefe words, Sodid ot 1, beoanfe of the fear of \ Gogin.
Thefe perfons wanted neither power, nor fecteey, o
have complied with the temptations before them ; yeg !

they are held by this precious Grace, the fearof Gug.

When the Holy Seripture muftereth: together a Tripa iy

of Hellith adtions ,  Mens throats an open Sepulchep

theit tongues full of deceit, the poyfon of Afpesuns).
dercheir lips, their mouthes full of curfing and birgers .
nefs, their feer fwift to fhed bload:; “as a’ reafon gf

this lift of black Deeds, the Holy Spirit tells us, 7,
fear of God s not before t/af_ir eyes, Rom.3. 18. That is,
they haye not a teverential apprehention of the Mg
jelty. of od as prefent in all places, andat all times,
51Wﬂys beholding both the evil” and good actions op
them that feareth or fweareth an Oath’; {o thavit jg

the exprefs charge of God, his Heaven-born Chil_
dren, in order to their certain progrefiin Grice, thag

they put on, as theif cloaching, - the garment of the feay
of the Lord all the day long ; and ‘1f we look for thag:!

s
B =

<= =

iviledge of calling God Father; thentopafs the tima .

of oundwelling here in fear; 1 Pétix 70 alligning jpo

SRS o onely tothe well:being, butto thet s |

vety being of Chriftianity without which kinde'of | .

habitnal fear; it is not pollible toshavdi ¢he’Raoe: op REL

the Matter in s By«all which ivis evident, thapig.
our fecret {ins, are not our deep fores; although Kepi

from mafis eye, tharwe are very deftivute Of’ che fegs

4 Niadig e

of God,

Thim%
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ft “Yhirdly, Wancof loveto God , is A caufe ‘of this;
Ll decay . did we love: him as we ought, we would not-
i fo wound him 2s wedo? our Ignorance, whata greag,
God'the Lord Almighty, ‘Maker of Heaven and Earclr,',
 #nd the Seas'and Fountains of Water 2. that did but,
L4193y, Let there belight and there was light ; thac did;
{but fay to the prond Waves of the, Sea be. {till, and
fthey obeyed” his ‘voice ; - that did but, command the;
P ELt Wind to blow, and the Red Sea became as dry
aLand: Andat thenext voice of his word returned i}
Filits full firepach and devoured the King of Egype, and
fiall his' Chariots and Horfien , fa thar.nor one of them -
“ielca Our fweet Singer of 7fracl, when be comes 4
fto'make this bis mcdita:ion,cryes' out in his great fence -
MEof the Majefty of God, What ailed thee. O, Sea, . thae
ithon Aeddet U thou 7ordan, that thou walt driven
JPack | ye Motintaits, ‘thar yoi skipped like Rambs. s
fnd ye little Hifls 'like Lambs |, O aid David, 1wilk:
Jfell thee, OmySoul, what was the matter | The pre-
(Wence of the Lord was theye s tremble thouw Earth atthe
»nghg'mce of the Lord; at the prefence of the Ged of Ja-
WEODS Which turned the Rock into a ftanding water, the
yﬁm into a Fountain of Water ! As if he fhould fay,
Jf thou did% but underftand his greatnefs , and bis
gsoodnefs, thou wonldft both fear him and Jove:
R e
% Now the Underflanding doth not embrace Truth
#ithdefive, becaufe it isa Truth, for fois Hell ; buc
greeaute it is an yfeful, defireable, fuitable, and durable
ghituth, fois God: Did we know him, we thould love
403 rand the more we increafe in nowledge of God,
€ more we fhall grow out of love with our felyes ,
tncreafe of love to God, for God islove, and
fWerablg to the knowledge we have of his Loveli~
3. Will our aff:Qion be drawn out to him, itis
: k 2 love
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five makes the Law eafie,, it was Chrifts love made him
pear with" Perer ;. and feek to reltore him (o exy fi
after he'tiad denied” him fo ungeatefully. And i o U
the Seed of ‘true love in Peser , that drew him upox:
Chriftsnew admonition to weep forbitterly.  The loye '
oF'_th‘eL’ordhndérﬁodd Bya finner; his Cteationlove, |
his Redemption lové, his Vocation love; and Salya. (I
tionlove,  bein all free foves, withotit the leaft Meriy,
midkes the Souf look back, and fee its fins. in its wofyl,
Die; then {ooks forward and fees its Lord with the
Print of the Nails in his hands, and the print of the
Speat in his Gde. And now appears Chrift full of love, |
and now the Soul is fick of love. Fromhencearifeth
erie Hatred for finas fin's and now no need to. be fuf.
peded not toweep for fach mifcarriages, as are kepy
from publick view and here is then the true diftintion §
between a real, growing, and but a feeming Chriftian ; |
the one, his finis his fore , becanfe God fecs ; the f

ochier, his finis is fore, becaufe Man fees. i:& f
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o

CHAP. XX.

Shewing the beart very bad, When underfaults it can-

ot bear plain dealing ; with three Canfes of thi

. badnefs 5 and diretions for the Chritian admonifher
\  totake fix Companions along With bim, ‘

. i SIGN XX.

d Hen you love leaft thofe Chriftians that d_ed
, moft faithfully with you, in the opening
doowr [ores, “and tendering your Remedies, T
§ Itisa ftrongerevidence of a bad Spirit, when pet=
gfons come to this pafs, either they muft beunfenfible
i of their bad {tate, or elfe willing to continue S
ythrough ahardened heart ; but may be eafily difcern=
€d ina Church, either by cheir itching at oioft plain
fOul-fearchingDo&rine , or their eftrangednefs to the
moft zealous fpiritual Brethren; and if there be a |
loke-warm Chriftian in the Charch, a thoufand o one
but he is moft of their fociety ; they may alfo be knowr
by .tbis, they are greateft {trangers to the difficulce(t
fduncs; *tis hard to bring them toearly dwies, and as
ﬁ‘hard to hold therm at fate fervices ; ina word,you may
)j‘ ave their company, buc it muft be at fervices molt |
i €afie, when fome outward credic may acctue to them |
:‘%b,y [hElF profeffion; then none fhall {eem more apt
b :l? adive then‘themfelves, and Cod that belt knows
Cl;s ) hgreatly abhors thisy and will cha‘ﬂifc_: fuch
‘in :rc €5 as are not careful to remove, and will al{o
ue time, make fuch perfons by one means ot other,
O manifeft, that he thac rups may read them ; bye as
K there
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there ate fuch that will not like them that deal faith;ul .
ly with them ; even fo, there are fome that one 0;.
perfonal refped to fuch, and for fear to lofe theip
favour, will not ell them fo nakedly of their fores . |
but in love to their petfons fpeak faintly of cheir fing
dnd fo hate their Souls! In fhew thefe area mang
greatet fricods, but in truch his greate(t enemies, wie
nefs the falfc Prophets, 1 Kings 22. 6. Shall |
againft Ramoth Gilead zo battel, or fhall I forbeq;g; ‘
and they (aid gonp,for theLord bath delivered it into 1),
hand. - And whena prophet of the Lord one M’-cﬂia{;
is called for, werf. 13, They would fain have feduced §
him  to fpeak good words, as they called it, that;
pleafant promifes, though they were lyes ;. Thus we
may fee the property of fome falfe Prophets, thayf
for an Angel will cryup 2 perfonasif he werealmop§
an Angel, it was even fo'in Feremiab’s time, Chap 8 Wi
They have bealed the hurt of the Danghter of my pegp X
[lightly, cryings peace: pease, Vwhen thre was #0 peqg
When God would not, nor righreoufly could nop
{peak peace but war, becaufe of cheir mifdoings 5 yeu
thefe falfe Prophets make promifesof peace (o them
‘though in their fins, thatas God by the prophet Ezp
'piel complains, Chap. 13. Sowe pillows wnder arm-ho/
for' pieces of bread, and handfnls of barly.  Sparig
what he would have deftroyed, and deftroying whag
‘he would have fpared. _ H
Icisa very great Judgment uponaChurch or peo.
ple, to have fuch amongft them, ‘as will fpeak peace
‘to any out of the way of peace; 1CIs&s bad a juds
“ment upon thofe perfons,” that love not thofe thapld
fneak war to them, when their impenitency fpeakg
t'hc fame ; yetof {uch the Apoftle St. Panl complaingd
Gal. 4.15,10- Am 1 therefore bécome yosur enemy, b
‘eanfe 1 rell yori the truth @ Doubtlefsthefe Gg[‘,t‘!,,‘,,‘ ,
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fpeak in their hearts asmuch, as others fpeak of the
\Prophec” Amos, Chap. 7. 10, who fay, 7heland 5
W0t able to bear his Words , once thisfame Churchcould
‘have pulled out cheir eyes ( if it had been pofiible ) to
have done thisfame Apoftle good : Now counts him
their enemy for telling them the truth.

. Before I pafs tothe caufesof thisdecay, I fhall of-
S fer fomeching by way of Caution, touching the A D

AV ISOR and the AD VIS ED ; Firft to the Ad-

" Ihave feer in'my experience many anufeful and
ineedful admonition, ‘prove as Water fpilt upon the
ground, for' want of Six Compansons, thac the Chri-
ltian. Admonifher in his faichful dealing with his Bro=
fither in the opening his Sores, and tendring his remedies
0ughe always to bring along wich him ; theit names
tlre worthy to be Known, and their Conipany prized

the Second, is Love ¢ the Third, is Zime : the Fourth,

L Firfl, Confideration; Have I heard or feen my
Stother commita Trefpas,  Now what faith Confi-

lance ,  whether = Grear or Small, ‘whether again(t

X\ggravation, lefs or more; whether hurryed by the
Strength of Tempration; and fo Sin foughe bim ¢ ot
hether the Temptation Remote, and fo ke foughe

he fin 5 and thus Confideration doth its office, as to
" the Sin . bue keeps all in his own breaft, till a furthes
§ngrefs; and. baving confidered the Sin and its Dega
Erees. . Now Confideration weighs the Conffiturion,
nd Conditisn of the Perfon; W hat clementary infio
: K 2 enee

v

fitn this Cafe, .’ Thename of the Firlt, is Confideration 2
s 2 arrer : the Fifth, is Manner s and the Sixth,is Ewnd, '
eration ? It firlt goes to Prayerinits Clofet ; and |
ithen advifeth me to weigh the Trefpalsin Gods Bal« |

fithe Firflt Table or Second,, or both, whether more
ccidentalor Habitual ; under what Circumflances of

4 X
Lo L
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ence of the Heavens, hath'moft impreffion upen him
naturally 5 Is he mild ot Chollerick ? Ts thishis addig.
ed Sin, that which hath inflaence upon him, thge

which he is moft apt to of all other to be taken with i h

right eye fin, or his right hand fin, bis Dalilah, hig I
Abfeloms ;" thus and thus having weighed , he paffes
judgement in his Spirit ; and now calls for his nexy
door Neighbour, L O V E and difcourfeth the matte,
with him; and thisis the fecond Companion, riamely
ZLove, thatis to goalong with him, :
Now faith Love, I have heard or feenthisBrothey #hi
Trefpafs s buta I am fit perfonto deal with bim for this
Trefpafs # Do 1 with a fervent heart Zove bim if not, 1 ¥
am not fic to go along with Confideration tohim, for |
if I Love him, I {hall do all in Leve; and not ‘h"aﬂgh [
paffion overdo; fome Chriftians have fhown fo
much Want of Love 10 their. Admonitions , ‘thay
while they bave pretended it was the Lords quarre| [ff
have managed it with fo listle Love, asthoughit were If
their own ; therefore faith Love, if I hate hisfin, ang
Jove his perfon, I may be ufeful in Confiderations Com.
pany 3 butlam (ure I do dearly Lovehim s and there.
fore will make Gods words my rule, which hath com.
manded me, Letall your works be doneinLove ; ang
now Love calls its next door Neighbour , namely
T 1ME, andthatis ¢he Third Companton, :
* Now faith Time to Confideration,  you have been
with God at prayetin your Clofet, and have weighed
the Sin under ‘every Circumf{tance, a'nd ou ( mean,
ing Love ) have refolved your felf in this queftion, '
that you Love the perfon with allyour heart , buthate §
his fin, and your Love isfuch, thatyoucan, anddo
greatly {fympathize with him, and have been pravingﬁ
for him, and advifing with Confideration about him
and have refolved to doallinLoveto his Body , bn;

in‘,-\.“
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in a moft efpecial manner to his precious Sonl; no
W Mother can be more tronbled at the fall her Child
hath got, and the wound thereby, then you are tron-
bled at this your Brothers fall.” Now faith Zime,
il when fhall we go and fpeak with him ? we mult Zime
blour undertaking , for every thing is beantifal inits
\eafon 5 we will take him when moft alone, and freeft
from any ineumbrance of worldly bufinefs, and not
ehaffed in his mind about any crofs or lofs, affliction
Or provocation; and if we cannot fpeed, we will go
again, and again, and again; not mattering our ime
fo we gain the E#d of ourZime ; and having thus
timed our work, we will call our next neighbour,
whofe name is MA TTER, and that is the Fourth
Companion,
Now faith Matter we muft do all by rule, itis that
P which muft be our guide ; for as many in fpeaking
M and aling, as walk according to thisrule, Peace be
% them, and God will profper them ; well then, what
Scriptare hath he finned againft? What Law hachbe
broken ? How fhall we do to convinee him of this fin?
Thefe are che precepts that he hath broken ; and for
githele we muft call him to confiderationin Lovetoday,
and not deferit till another #/me;and when we have had
f|the comfortable fruit of rime in this matter withfuccefs,
then we muit have fome fit mansner alfo for Comforcto
our fallenBrother by way of promife:for our neighhour
Matter bids us ule thefe Scriptures ifhe be Stubborn,8e
.tl!efc Sctipturesif he be- Bowed and fall under his .
__And now Matter 'calls his next door Neighbour,
i whofe nmme is MANNER, and heis the fifth
Companion who is to go along with the reft; And
no‘," *ffilth Manner, be fure you having prayed and
we'ghfd his fin, and confulted with Love, with Time,
i atter, Now yon muft ufe a fuitable way or manner
: K 3 ‘ ; % OF 3
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of fpeaking ; for. I have known many a good caufg
fpoyled by ill management, therefore we mup
keep down paffion, and fpeak to him fomildly, thage .
the Afamner of our fpeech may rot give him occafion
to think that our next door Neighbour LOV E wyqg
abfent: i-or [ once knew an ancientChriftian faith 24,4,
ser in his matter and manner of rebuking a fayl;”
[payled the Caufe, and LOST HIS END, Fop
a5 tothe Matter, he did ufe improper or fcriptorelefy
expreffions; and as for the Adanser hedid notdojy
with that gravity and ferionfnefs of Spirit that Confi.
derarion and Love called for ; fo that the manner of §
our carriage maft be fuch, as that we may not loofe
our Labowr and for that reafon we will call our nexe W
"o Tait door Neighbour, and thacis END, whojs i
the sixth Companton, that is togo along with Conf.
deration, Love, Time, /V/A&trer and Manwer
Now faich End, W hat do we propofe to our felves
in chis Earerprife ? what is our £#d? LetUseXaming
our heart? truly and throughly Isour End, toble.
mifh our Brothers Reputation ¢ Arewe glad heis fall, §
en? Arewe going now to put him to open fhame, anq
~ 'make him the by-word of fuch as waited for his Hal.
“ing, if this be our end, faith End, thenlet usmourn §
over our felves, and get into another fr.ame, or elfe ¥
chufe other perfons. to the work ; for if our end ba
right, it is the honour of God, who is dithonoured by §
this fin, anditis the regaining our Brother by Repen.
tance.  Oh } How will it grieve us to hear the adyey
farg fay, Ahal Aba LAha! Aha ! So would we haveit
and what fhall then become of the great name of Goda
thef= are omr ends, and therefore let us proceed to th
work, and take all our Neighbours withus,and th
gaod Lord be our good fpeed, Amen, Amen, \

Now =
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* Nowif Chrifhans will make this way their rule, or
the like way of ‘proceeding as much betrer as they can,
Tonely in my experience of the dreadful confequences
i thac have attended the contrary, andin my intire affe-
Ml Qion t0 aregualation caftin this my poor mite into the
Lords treafury : & now fhall offer a word of caution,al-.
fo to the perfon to whom thefe neighbours come ; and
that is, that he would take the fame heed; how he
tglentertains this company in their coming to him, as
they take in ficting, themfelves to come to him, that
he may acquit himfelf from being under this dying
#fign of loving leaft fuch plain-dealers. And tothis
fend, I humbly offer my advice; namely , that he
would alfo cake heed of heart-rifing, and put on con-
fideration, and go immediately into his Clofer, and
hear all in Zove, and think charitably of the guefts ;
and confirue their E#d with Charity, thatasthey bave
Tefolved before they came, to do all in Zove, {0 he
now refolve to receive all in Love, that when they have
delivered their meffage, they may take their Jeave
with the Apoltleswords, we doall things Dearly Be=
d loved for your edification . and he may returnpon
Ji them with chefe words of the Apoftle, Finally, 247
Brethren Farewell, - Now by this means, occafion will
% be offered to conclude with thankfgiving to God at
# their return . and no occafion offered to tempt
Lthis Brother to abate in his Love to the perfon;
f bEFaufe of any ill management of the matter,
0 neither  will chis leave any Room for this dy-
il g (ign to take place in the Church of God; but
L8 Will cerrainly tend to its preventing, orif begun t0itg
78 fpeedy removing, And tothefe great exds, T e bl
g '-g"”g of God go along with the Advifer and Advifeds
4 men,' :

W
s
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“Butl fhail briefly fpeak of two or three Cayfeg of 'ﬂ‘
y

this Decay, which being avoided, may ferve 45 (,
many Remedies againt this dying Sign. Vi
Firlt, A fict Caufe is, fhaking hands again with ¥4
our old fins, falling in love with what once we logh. § i
ed ; very burthenfome to Ifracl was Mofes, wheg |
once they began togrow affe@ed with the Fith, the g
Cucymbers, and the Mellons, tha they hadm Egyp. §
not only chen good, plain dealing Hofes comes outof' = /
requelt, but even Gods Manfa, though Angelsfoog, /2
Nom, 11. 55 6. swevemember the Fifh which e dig ' 8
¢at in’ Egypt freely, the Cucnmbers ;md‘ the Mell, n,
and the Leeks, and the Onyons, a.nd G’ia'rlwk; but nop | Md
oﬂrﬁwlz}s dryedaway, and there 7s na{bmg at all befi gy |
this Manna before owr €yes, and this we lothé as lighs
hap. 21.
'éﬂgldxé CScc%n?ﬂy , A fecond Caufe may be this, 4
lofing the relifh weonce had to heavenly things, 7,
2.23. I remember thee, the kindnefs of thyyouth, th,
dove of thine efponfals : When thon wenteft after me i, * 0
vhe wildernefs, i% a Land that was %ot [own 3 then thoy |
waft bolinefs to the Lord, andthe firP-frasits of his i
creafe.s but mow be affonifbed Ob heavens as this, 4z7 A8
be borribly affraid yea very defolate, fasth the Lorg. |
for my people have forfaken the Fosntain of living'w . I8
zers, and hewen ont tothemfelves broken Cifternsthy,
can hold no Water. Bnt 1 bave afew things againfh
thee, becanfe thon haft left thy firft love, Remempy,
therefore from whence thou art fallen, or elfe I wig
come . and remove thy Candleftick except thon repeyy-
Rev.2.11. »
" Thirdly,A third Caufe may be this, atoo too much
complying with the friend(hip of this World : which
in its latitude is enmity withGod, Gal. 5.7, Te dij
qanWell, who did binder you, ( or as the margin reads,
> v drive

| 48
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drive you back ) that you (honld not obey the trueh -
( or hold on your way ) This perfwafion comes not. of
Wl bitn that calleth you : If any come to me andbate not
W bis Father, and bis Mother, wife, Children, Bro-
thers, Sifters, yea, and his own life alfo, he cannot be
1y Difciple, Luke 14. 26. Demas bath for[aken me,

W and hath imbraced this prefent world. Read and con-
W fider,

CHAPp. XXIL.

Ul Proving the condition of the rich as well as the poor, te
il beaconditionof trowble ; andthat Whether it be com-
Wl mon or more then ovdinary, to be anfwerable in pray®
I er; with a defeription of the different kinds of trouble 5
88 With profitable Objections anfwered 5 and 4canfes of
. this decay affigned,

SIGN XXI.

il Wﬂm under more than ordinary trowble,
A "fﬂiﬁfﬂﬂ!, or [Fraits; yow are not more
dinary in Prayer. ‘

For the opening of this Sign. :
Firlt, what is meant by troubles? Itis fomething
4 T3t in it felf is not, nor cannot be pleafant ; But
j *omething that oppofeth and withftandeth thedefire
d20d delighe of the mind ; and therefore in Scripture
called aburthen-, Cdﬂ,th} burthen #pon the Lord and
9 foall fuftain thee; were trouble a matcer of pleafure,
And profic in it felf, there would not be that propet:
Need of prayer, and calling for help from one that i
. ttronger; So that asthe word is univerfal in an ordi~
/ | ,nary
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takes in thefe cares, fears, and forrop,
that we are dayly incident to, b 5.6 ~
ble, as the fparks fly #pway, 47.-
al for man to meet With trogpe’
as it is for the fparks to fly upward , becanfethere it |
not that ordinary common c(.)ndltlon,. but it hath . ‘
proper temptation ; asl (hall inftance in this folloy,_
ing : for {zith the poor man, were 1arich man k ol

glad, how thankful , how contented fhould I bey
But Solomon Gith of the rich, Ec_clef. 2. Who cap Wi
» the King? 180t ME chis and this, yer o
vanity and wexationof SPiTHs and there #5 10 Profit s,

der the Stn.

Object. Why no profit ? o |
For thefe reafons; firft, he is very aptto be high |

minded, and that will dog him, and trouble him .
and as it is very hard for the poor to keepthe wolf
from his door, that is hunger and rags, evenfo the |
vich heis in danger of,and invo !

6. 17. Charge shem that are rich i% this Werid, thy W
they be not bigh minded ; whena high mindin a {tately &
Coach, and a meek Chrift onapoor Affes colt meer §
together, Herods Palace, and Chrifts Manger; Itijs |
well now if the high mind do not rather die than ftoop,
Exod. §. 2- compared with Dan. 3. 15« Whozs the
Lo that I fonld obey bim ? wpat BGov 2 able to del;. &
wer you ont of my band » Here in their greatnefs, they -
challenge God, Fames §. Do 10t rich men opprefs
you, and bring you before Rulers? Is it not thejy §
common pradice to ufe their power to opprefs yo
and as Solomon faith, Prov. 18. 233 while the pogy
wfethintreaty, the rich anfwereshronghly. Now God §
is pleafed to eftablifh a (tatuce in frael to prevent the 4
evil of high mindednefs, which therich was incideng 3

to, Deut,17.18,19.

nary cafe, it
in common,
Man is borm to trok
Thatis, it isas natur

Bug

{ved with trouble, 17, ¥
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But Secondly, The rich hath the trouble of care,

| as well as the poor, differing onlyin this, it runneth
| in another Channel ;" For the abundance. of therich,
L will not [uffer him toflecp; heisfo befet with fears of

the robber, & cares how to fecure,as holds his eyes,is as
adifeafeupon him, Ecclef, 5. 12. Ttis clear from expe-
rience alfo, for fome rich are fo befet with troubles,
that they with as a hope of deliverance, that they had
been poor 3 Thus much for therich, Now the poor
hath his troublesalfo, though of a contrary kind, for
as the rich are apt to be too high, fo the poor toolow ;
Fob 5. 15, Bus he [aveth the poor from the mighty,

. thatis, from being crufhed by him, Pfal. 113.7. He

vaifeth the poor out of the duft 5 they are folow, thac
God ftands for them touphold them, and keep them,
left they fink.

Secondly, As the rich, his abundance will not fuffer

| him to fleep. Prov. 10, 15. Sothedestruttionof the
 Poor 45 his poverty 5 that is, it leads him to do that
gt that willdeftroy.” Prov. 30,7. Leftd be poor and fEeal,

{ ing, Nchems, 4.9, Neverthelefs we made onr prayer

and take the name of myGodinvais s Hungcr,.\COk‘i,
Fearg, Cares, Poverty, and Opprefiion, that is their
portion, :
_ Now all thefe are common troubles, that are
incident to every man, but more then ordinary are :
fuch as are not o common, thatdo not comeevery
da_y, but are of fuch a kind as this, Pfal. §0. 15«
C'all uponme.inthe day of trouble; This day of trou-
le notes fomething of fingularity, as elfe-wherethe

| hour of temptation, notes fomething not ordinary

and common ; for every man is fubjet to be tempted
daily ; but this is called hour of tryal, becaufe itis
fome temptation of a firange kind, notordinary and
common, as is evidenced by thefe Scriptures follow=

HunLo
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wnto owr God, 1fa. 37.11,12,13. Luke6 12, Ag,
12. 5. All thefe Texts plainty fhew, that the prag; S
of holy men, in more then ordinary troubles, wag :e
be more then ordinary in prayer. .

Butit may be Objeted, what is meant by ordingy
prayer; whether once or twiceaday, men oughtin
ordinary cafes to pray. -

In Anfwer to which I fhall firft premife, that mey U
ought to pray dailyin, or underordinary or common i
tronbles, from thefe Texts of Scripture, Afar, 6, §
A1, Give ws this day owr duily bread; thisday, either 4
intends fome particular dayin a mans life tine, or elfg i
every day; that day that we have need of dajly
pread, or Gods firength and help, is the day here ¥
intended ; but every body will grant, thatevery d,
we have need of daily bread; therefore doubtlef;
the intent of Jefus Chrift here is, that we {hould Pra{,
every day. Luwke 18. 1,5, Men onght always topray 4
and wot 10 faint, but cry day and night, Luke2y, 36 §
pfal, 68. 3. compared with 88.9. Hear me O Lopd
for I cry so thee dailys By this L hope all good mep
will conclude, that it is their duty to pray every |

day. ]
_ yobje& How often evety day in ordinary cafes,oughe |
weto pray ? o
A,,/W,y Where it hath not pleafed God by way of
recept, to dired to times by way of sumber, exam.
ple doubtlefs may teach us fometbing s Pfal 55.17,

srning. noon, and evening Wilk 1pray and 67y 10 God.
fnld he 15:"/[ bear mey as if 54@;'4 (hould fay, my often
importuning will be a means of prevailing, Daniy
6. 10. Kneeled down upor his knees, tbree‘t;muada’,
and prayed, and praifed God as be did aforetime : ‘clear.
ly proving, it was Danitls pradiceto bein that heg-
yenly fervice, three ames a day ; thefe Scriptgres
i compared
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compared with « Zhef. §. 17. ( Pray withontceafing )
teaching furely,either that Chriftians ought inordinary
tronbles, to be found in prayer three times a day, or
at leaft to beall the day in a praying frame.

{ 0bjett. 3. But fome may fay, what if wedo not
ray atall fome dayes, fhall wefare the worfe?

Anfw. Ficlt, if you pray notatall, yougo outof

o" Gods peoples road; as both precept and example
- feems to point out ; Give us day b) day owr daily bread:
“ feeming to note as well a continuance in the duty of
i",askmg. as in the need of receiving, allo 1 Thef. §«
et continnally : Nehemiah, David, Daniel, and
W Jefus Chrift, by their daily pra&ice feems to confirue
i Ithis precept, to intend daily prayer.
g . Secondly, not topray at all, feems to putusout of
jGods gracious prote®ion, and fo we prove felf-be-
“likrayers, Exck, 36,37. Iwillyet for all this be inquired
Eef by the boufe of 1frael, Luke 22.40. Pray that Jo¥
Jenter not into temptation, If you (cek him he will be
"fatmd of yon, butif yow for[ake bim, he will forfake yous
j2 Chron. 1§. 2. R (L
Il Thirdly Not to pray at all, feems to put usout of
0 the way of promife of being helped introubies ,Call
b b spon me in the day of trowble, and 1will hear thee, and
' thou oalt glorific me, Phal.53. Seck and youlball find,
Wknock and it [all be opened to Jos.
o Fourthly, Negledt to prayer, tempts God to fuffer
§ to be lead into temptation : Posr sut yomr hearts bes
p fore bim at all times, God is a refuge forms 3 butitis
fi o ' fuch as wait nponhim by pouring out their wants
it before bim, Lead us nor intotempration, bus deliver
b 2 from evil. Mat. 6. Ifai. 644 5. :
i What hath beenfaid, may teach two things ; Firft,
ufl the lamentable condition of fuch as neither can,por
@ Will pray, that areas unaccultomed toir, as the Heifer
ol s , o
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to the yoak ; living abfolute Atheiftsinthe Wd;‘ldw :
faying in cheir heart, if notin their a&ions too, 37,2
s mo Gods Ponr ont thy wrath upon the heathey, ere

- milies that call wat upon thy name. ALl

secondly, Thisteacheth to f’(rc:ngthenthchc:'au':;;l i
ds of fuch as fear God, to this fervice °fPraynd y
tof their defence or Armour, Epj./. e;,
“Praying alwa)s with all prayer and [upplication iy , be
{pirit, watching therennte with all perfeverance | &e
W hen thow [aidft [eek my face, ) h‘“rff“id, t}._;]fm'
Lord will 1 feck:: thow wilt bide me in thy pavifio
. Pfal, 27. 4 56,7589 Read and confider, fo pate
to the caufes of this Decay.

W benunder more then, ¢cs Butwhat may be the.
Caufes of this Decay ? I. Tgnorance of felf f“ailty
2 Ignorance that troubles, or affli®ions are Gogs
frame-houfe, 3. ]gnorance, what an efpecial hgy
God isin a time of trouble. 4. Igoorance, ' gh, ¥
prayér to Godintrouble, is the very means appointeq i
by Godto obtain belp from trouble. ("

Firft, 1gnorance of felf-frailty, Man thar i §,
of a Womas, of fow days and fall of trouble. g
frailty fait, that be doth rot laftlong; like the pitch
"er fent to the well, and meets with a fall which bregj,
eth it all o pieces, and it becometiruleful no more.
the holy Spirit in this Text gives us o underftand ¢
flate of Man, heisBornof a Woman, and thatis A
gument enough to prove his frailty, that as fuch ha
fha!l' Hanger, and Thirft, and be full of Infirmitjeg
and’ Sickneffes, Dying till he Dye : This is witneflgq
every dey; did we not fhutour eyesfromit ? why
cher can we go to City orCountry, and not meet Witl}
frail man, under the Burden  either of C"”/”’”Ptio,,'l, ‘
Stone , Chollick, = Burning- Feaver,  Terti ‘”"{Zﬂe,
Timpany, Dropfie; Sc#rvy, Griping, Gont, &c, %

| ' May

han
it being par
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| May not our dayly experience tell us this? Are we
finot Ebbing or Flowing continually # If at morning

@itJoyous, at evening in Heavynefs ; our fiate notonly
diitronbled in common, but our daily acaidents fhooting
835 it'were new Arrows of greater trouble at us, till we
come to fulfill that doleful cry in the Morning, tofay,
would God it were Evening, and at Eveningto fay,
Would God it were Morning, Dext. 28.67. N\o place
f reft for the fole of the Feot. Doth not L O N-
O N S houfes of Hofpirality witnefs this every day
ay we ‘not go thither and find Captives creeping to
DEA TH, as it werelooking gaftly, weeping bit=
tly, with this Sequel; Ob that my Days were at an
€nd, andmy Nights no more ! Mortals look butround
on, and behold your frailty, here lies one full of
[8roanings, waiting to be cut for the Stone, here lies
@nother (0 have a gangrenned Leg or Arm Sawn off,
Mere Jies another eaten up with the Kings-Evil, bere
es another eaten upof the Cancer; Inaword, we
“fimay conclude with the words of the Prophet //aiah,
hap, 1. 6. From the Sole of the Foot, evenmntothe
bead, there is no foundnefs in it, but wonnds and bruifes,
\and putrifying fores. . :
fil Doth nor this befpeak us full of Trouble ? No foon-
giler is one florm gone, butanother comes ; and doth
ot this call upon us to be in Prayer continually ; and
it not a certain Argument of great decay in Godli-
efs, when ignorance of Self-frailty isgreat ? Letus
; Wake with David, to Dawid's prayer, Pfa.30.4.
i Lord make me to know mine end, andthe meafure of my
days what it is, that I may know how - R A1L I am,
Plainly noting this as an effential means, notonly to
tPut David npon the work of Prayer, but fervent petfe-
erance in the fame, :
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But Secondly, A fecond caufe may be this, Ig"(\’rau R
that troubles, or afflidtions are Gods Frame-h Oufge‘
He there puts us to prove us, that hemay bowe us; %‘
fong abfence from Health is ufually attended wich " |
vitual Wealth, = 1t 7 good for me that I have been 4fﬂi"'
&ed, before 1 was afflicted I went affray, but nox ; .
bave learnedthy Precepes s till this time I knew noe o &
Self , [ did not confider my Frailty, mnor thopgh, ¥
Health fogreata Jewel as now I feeitis, when Uraet B
had reft from trouble,they grew fetled upon their Lee,, iy
Idlenefs brought them to wantonnefs, and being foq
to the full with Burter of Kine, and Milk of Sheep
with the fatof Lambs and Rams of the breedof 2 ;
(ha#, and there drink the pure wine of the Grapga,
7 ben Jefurom waxed fat and kicked, then be f""foaé_
God thit made him ;_and Lightly eftcemed thevock of by
Salvation ; afad effec did attend his fulnef_s, oo |
Now in metcy comes trouble to file off this Ruft, o4
elfe it will deftroy and eat out like a Cancker, i
All that rellith, feafe and habit Fhag once was in -l
sasl. in the day when God found bim in a defere Lang
and in the walt howling Wildernefs ; then he was holi- i
nefs to the Lord, ftooped with his Heart, and Bowed i
with his Neck ; Lord help and fave me, and whatfo,
ever thou commandeft I will do, and whitherfoevey
¢hou fendeft me I willgo, - Where ali&ions meet nog
* with a reprobate mind, or one void of Judgment |
¢his is the very effe@sof Trouble. If4.26. 16, Lo
introuble havethey vifited thee, they posred ont a Prayer |
When t}J] Cbaﬂfﬂiﬂg was upon thems 3 they were carly ‘r
~with God when they felt the fmart of the Rod, gq f
“that in brief. this may teach us that Troubles are Gods
Frame-houfe, and Tgnorance of it an evident fign of
decay in Godlinefs.

LT

A
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Thirdly, A third Caofeof this decay may be this,
§y lgnorance, What an efpecial help Godisin time of
trouble, Healone brings ir, and He alone San@ities it,
and He alone removes it; Its Gods Love to affli&;

| He gave Ifyael into the handsof their enemies, be-
I8 caufe they foon forgat his works, and waiced not for
J# bis Counfel , {o they that hated chem ruled over them,
il Neverthelels he regarded their Affli&ion and made
# them o be pityed of all thofe thatcarryed them Cap-
Wtive, ifflictions doth not come ont of the Duft, neither?
b dothy troubles [pring ont of the Ground, God is 3
racious A gent in the whole courfe of a mans Pilgri-

i mage, and {o effentially our towre intimes of trouble,
§i that we can no way bear it or improve it without him 3

# David was well skilled in this bleffed Arichmetick
M Whatfoever others may think of Gods beinga Caufe
0t Cure of fuch as are in trouble ; 7 know 0 Lord that
| thy Tudgments aye right, andthat thow in (aithfulnefs
"hbaft afflicted me, Pfal, 119.75. ThouLerd arthe that
~both faveth from Trouble, and favech in Trouble
githisis chy tellimony given of thy great Majefty , Dents
#32. 30. See now that 1 even I am he, andthere s no
dGod with 1. s Lkill and Imake alive, Iwonnd andl
eal s peither ic there any that can deliver ont of my
4 Ignorance of this is a great let to fpiritual
b, and a greac caufe why Gods Altarin time of

is fo lictle vifited. : ‘ :
i But Fourthly A Fourth caufe of this decay, name-
> That when under more then ordinary Troubles,
Jix - '€ Dot more then ordinary in Prayer, may be this;
Bnorance that prayer to God intronble isthe very
cansappointed by God to obtain help from trouble
aver is a Chriltians H AN D S, Itis his working
et without which be cannot do any great exploir,
Ve any Artift never fo much room and time to do

: L fom
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fome excellent piece of work, yet deny him Tools. | y
and ‘it will prove like the Egyptian Task-mafters, n ol
Seraw, no Brick; as Food and Cloathing is the meang
of natural Health, fo Prayer mixed with Trouble js
the means of fpiritual health, without which neithey |
canftand. The Ax heweth the Timber, the Himmep
forceth the Nail, the Lime and Morter fixeth the Brick
and the Hands of the cunniog Work-men buildeth thé;
Houfe, and preparcth againit th_e {}orms a foitable ha. |
bitation; thus Prayer is a Chriftians hands, withey, #
which he cannot hold God ; Letme alqne Mofes, do
riot by Prayer hold my handsfrom doing fome pregy ’,ﬂ
Execution upon Rebellious Ifrael + 1 will not let the, ’#!
» ( faith good Faceb ) till thou blefs me. - Iwill nogy ;;
ceafe praying tilll Gind God coming by faith, alwaye

to pray and not faint ; s the way or Channel thronghy

which 1 muft expec the promife, PR
NO PROMIS E ; no feeking, no finding s if

Ceale 10 call introuble, God will Ceafe toanfwer jy
trouble s 1 have fet watch-men Hpon thy walls O Peyso
falem, which (all wever bold their peace day nor nights
Mark that I befeech you, day nor might, You thadl
make mention of the Lord, “Keep not Silence ang¥
give bim no reft, that is, ceafe not praying till che
accormplifhing the promife, till he eftablifh, and i
he make Jerafalem a praife in the Earth :

tinent to this, isthat blefled wordin Ezekiel 36, 365
Tthe Lord bnild the ruinedplaces, and plant thay tl,¢
was defolare 1 the Lord have [pokenit, and I will , ]
;+. Here is a great and gracious promife that phe
Land that was defolate, fhall be as the garden of
Eden, and the Cities that lay waft fhall be fenc :
and inhabited, (‘but pray mark how ) zerfe 37, 2‘.
for all thes, 1 will be enquired after by the houfe of Ifrag
g0 do it for thems, they fhall pray unto me, Mag

PRO
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i PROMISE todoit, isfofarfrom being a ground
O ceafe Prayer, thatitisthe very FOUNDATION
fOF PRAYER, they mult pray for it, becaufe
VM God hath promifed to do it; A lively example for
gl this bave we upon record in 2 Sam. 7. 27. Forthon
%’. {0 Lord of Hosts, God of Ifrael haft revealed to thy

,W:ﬂf”’?fﬂm. Jaying, I Will build thee 4 honfe, therefore

‘W bath thy Servant found in his beart to pray this prayer,

’i“b' Vetle 25.  dndnow O Lord Godthe ww OR D THAT
MJTHO'U HA4S8T $P0KEN (or promifed)

i{concerning thy Servant, and concerning his houfe, effa-

MM 51;[5 st for ever, and doas thow haft [aid. Hereit is

o “’ Plain that Dawid was fo fat from prefuming upon the

i,;g.)promire to ceale from the ducy of prayer, thatitis

il

g

;" bis very Argument that he ufes in prayer, that what

1God had promifed he would be intreated to perform 3
mThe good Lord help us to confider this, and fol
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Containing init an A fertionof the Caufes of Afiftion,
3

and that without great provocation Godisnot ey |

to afflilt bis pesples and thongh provoked, veryyy.

willing $0 extremity with four Objections they

[eem to complain againft this Doblyine, AnfWered,

SIGN. XXI.

Hen you art mighty carelefs to Inquie 3

after the [piritnal canfe of Affliction,ang

mighty careful 10 Inquire after the natnral cure of
Afflittion, 5 '

The more or lefs fpiritual any man is, Mmay be

eallly difcovered under this Tryal ; Afflidion bein

of that piercing kind, that other tryalsare not, be

I

g bl

caufe of the grearinfluence it hath upon the Senfitiye

part of man, where ever it comes, while fenfe re

mains, it makes the perfon reltlefs, either to find one |

Caufe, or Cure, OF both. We may therefore firfy
inquire after the word Affli&ion, what that meaneth
to adlid, is to lay fome burthen upon a perfon, thae

is not ordinary, Gen. 15. 13. There they fiall affigg | ‘

yon four hundred years: this is opened inExod, y,
Ifrael is made to ferve withrigonr, Lam-1.4,5. The
svayes of Zion domonr, becanfe none come tothe folemy

feafts : all ber gares are defolate, her Priefts figh, bey @
Virging are affiicled, and fbe % in bitternefs.  Ihave &
feen, 1have [cen the afili€tion of my people which are i §

Eoypt. byreafonof his task-mafters, AQs 3.34. By

thele Texts it appears, that affliion meancth any

griet‘:
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| grief or trouble that cometh upon foul or body, name
or eftate, for the punifhment of fin, or thetryal of
faith ; fo that fickneflis and difeafes, as Feaver, and
| Ague, Confumption, Inflimation and the like, are all
§ comprifed under this word A ficion ; It will cherefore
| be neceflary to open the word Spiritual caufe, it being
10 the Sign oppofed to natural cure : by fpiritual caufe
15 to be underftood, fome provoking Godinthe fub-
it 1c& affliGed, to the procuring this afi%ion, noting
‘l“ meC caufe or othet‘, why the Spirit {uffers it to come
- bponus,
Now every body will be ready to grant, that thefe
~ things before premifed, may be truly called afi&ion,
- But not grant that there canbe fuch a fpiritual caufe in
W themfelves, and fo make the Signof no force.
]] ) Now to clear up this doub, let us make this inqui-
it ¥¥> whether any affli@ion, or death ic felf, come
Upon any man, "but for fome caufe or other from the
man, ( a&ive or imputative ) that is, he either foad-
g &d in his particolar perfon, or fome body elfe inhis
jBeneral relation, and on him it is righteoufly come
Or the refolution of this queflion, let us inquire
what canfes in Scripture the righteous God affigns
#afliQions or death unto, Ges. 3. 9. 10, 11, 12,13+
045 b0 told thee thew wert naked ? Haft thoneaten of the
22 ce I commanded thee mot 10 eat : The things inthis
| _"'aPter confiderable arethefe, verfe 14. the Serpent
y muft go upon his belly, eat duft, and be curft above
i ;-m". Y beaft of the field, verfe 16. tothe woman he [aith,
L. il greatly multiply thy (srrow, and thy conception
137/ orrow thou (Valt bring forth children: andto Adam
¢ [aith, Curfed is the gromnd for thy fake, Thorns,
nd Thifles ir fral bring forthtothee, dnft thon art,
“d 1o dust thow fals return ; you feeinthefe verfcs,
flifery both upon the woman and the may, is brought
L3 : and
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and the reafonby God affigned « verfe 17. Yecaufe
thau haft dowe this in hearkning to thy wife, curfed i
she ground for thy [ake : fo alfo Pofh. 7. 7. Ifracl,
Gods prevailing people, that by day had a pillar of
clond, and by night a piliar of fire miniltring untg
them, now cannot ftand before their enemies; fofhy,
that ac another time commands the Sun, and Moon,
and they obey him; now by prayer caliiatprevail,
for Ifracl Gods people, againft the curfed Nation .
But what is the mtter ? verfe 11,12, Ifraclbath fiy,
*sed and cannot fand, ueither will L be with them any
more, except they put the accur(ed thing from amon
heat BAM 3 en 3¢ Bows LAV the man that have feey |
4fﬂi€££an, verfe 30, s herefore datb'd[i'ying man copg.
plain, aman for the punifbment of his fin? 1 Cor, 11 U
3. For this Caule man) are fick,axd weak, andmayy |
cep. 1. Thef. 2. x1. For this Caule God (Fall [
thems [Frong delufion, that they all might be damned th gy B
believed nat the truth, bnt had pleafnre in unrigl,m”f_.; \
aefs : and let all the houfe of Zfracl know, that withay,
« Caule, [bave not done all that 1have done, [aith.sh, Ul
Lord, Ezek. 14,4 23 Much more mighe be faid, a4 i
to affliGtions that atcend both the body and: ming. |
together with the Caufes s and this lefc to confide.
yation.
whether if Hell, Condemnation, the highelt ¢
Afficion, be the fruit or reward of fin and unhe
fief: much rather ficknefs, and difeafes with death i,
felf which are the leaft afffictions, muft come &Om'
Creature Cauics : Now if any man can affignap
other Caule then God doth hereaffign, let him dq
it if not by all this comparing of it with the eighthy
Sign of dying to Chrift, in whichIhave been morg
Jarge upon ali&ion, inward and outward | = wigh
their Caufes ; I fhall therefore proceed to fome Qb

jedtiong
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" jeQions, that feem to complain againft this,Do-
&rine, : ‘
Objeit. 1, The firk Obje@ion is groundedupon,
B 2 Sam 12, 14. The Child that 7s born tothee fhall
Wl [nrely dye : David is threatned with death in the
" child that hath not offended, contrary to this Do-
@rine,
Cg Anfw. This a& of God to take away Dawids
% Child, if confidered, will be found mercy mixt with
if} jultice, Dawidby the Law was to die for the matcer of
M Triab ; now God in refpedt he bare to David for
8 what good he had done, and further was liketo do,
y bcmgaman fo after Gods own heart, goesout of the
¢" ordinary way, fpares the perfon of David, and im-
# putes it upon therelationof pavid, wiz. hisChild;
@ 10 in Davids feed he punifthed Davids petfon ; '_rl"s
@ 18 Gods ufval way inScripture, and fets His Majefty (
i out, to be full of Mercy in the mid(tof Juftice, he
{If Will take away che firft born in Egypt, that had not
#, finned, and therein plagued Pharoah, and their Fa-
§l1ers that had finned : That this is mercy, confider
If David the finner be cutoff for hisfin; therewas
‘_ thprfno room left ro manifeft repentance either in Da«
vid or the Egyptians, yet deathmuft comethat God
% may be juft, and though nothing but Juftice muft
* take place, yetin that he will be as merciful as pofiible
| to ftand with Juftice ; Therefore thereis truly a Caufe,
fror God to impute death to Davids Child, for Davids
in.
§8 : Objeit. 2. The fecond Obje@ionis grounded upon
g 190 2. 3. which feems alfo to complainagainft this
Do&rine in thefe words 5 Thou haft moved me againft
J0b withour a Canfe, be is aperfest and npright man,
¢ that feareth God, andbateth evil, '

L4 e R
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Anfw. God goeth inthis out of his ordinary way
asin the cafe of St. Pauls converfion, A&s 9. It will
pot 'be fafe to imagine, that otheérsare unconverted
becaufe God meets not others o , ' fometime Gog
doth things to fhew his Power and Majelty , and |
reatnefs over all, and his ufing inftroments inan ex.
graordinary cafe, as his raifing Lazarus from the
grave, and from death the widows Son,, and otherg
is no warrant for ustoallude to cafcs_ordmary, 2
Secondly, Here wasa caufe if not in Fob, and indeed
neceffity that this thould come upon hxm, ifwe confi.
der, Chap- 1.9+ T here 1s none like fab, fiith God 5 dor),
be [erve thie for nonght? faith Satan, pus but forthih,
band,and bt will curfe thee to thy face. Now that Fob did -
oot ferve God juft becaufe God had dealtfo well wit
him_but would do it if God dealt other ways with him,
fhall now appear,and the accufer of thebrethren be py s

ro the wor{t,who complains againlt Job, as envying hig

{perity. 1
pr’?‘tﬁr:ﬂ}{ In the firiGeft fenfe thiscarriage of Gog

to %ob, can hardly be termed: afiliction, but rather
fom?: gracious conditionby God made with 7o) to thig
ofe'; Job thou art 28 upright man, thou fedreft

pll!'p : { ) :
me, and hateft evil, and Satan 1§ fiill complaining of

thee beca
wouldt prove another man, thenltake thee to beif 4

1 fhould try thee by adverfity, a nd takefrom thee thy 8
profperity Now lets ftop the mouth of this great ad-
verfary, & lend me tlxvaxen,ﬂnd thyAffes thy fervants
sud chy Camels, thy Children and all thy fubftance, ang
thy body for @y fervice, I will pay thee with great ad.
vantage,as appears by this following: S0 the Lord bleffy | /
she latter end of Jobmere thes'his beginning | for be hag |

fourtet? shonfand foeep, and fizx thonfand Camels, and 4 |

;b_g”_[and  yoak of 0% and & thonfand fhee Affes,and il
e ‘ alf ©

ufe he envies thy profperity,and tells me thoy
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alfo feves fons and three danghters s fo that the Lord gave
Job twice as mach as be hag before. Job42,10,11,12,

Objeét. 3. The third Obje®ion is grounded upon
b 157, 1. Therighteous perifberh, ‘andno man layeth

i 9t tobheartt Good men here are taken away by death,
and no caufe fhewed ; they have the teftimony of

gt 8ood men, and yet taken away : Tr will begranted,

f they might havelived much longer forage, the Text

gl impliesic and the Obje®ion is the ftronger by it ; for it

' would be no matter of complaint,had cheylived till very

| age had took chem away,for then we know all muft dye.

@l Anfw. The time thefe good men lived in, was a2

‘al very eviltime, and Cod takes them away,

i Tirft, In judgment to the People.

Secondly, Inmercy to themfelves. : ‘

i . Firlt, In Judgment, /fa. 5. ¢, 7,10,11,12, He

¢ hath called upon them by the Righteous, and warned

¢ them, bur it would do them no'good ; nOW_hc will
take away the Righteous from them, to fee if they

+ Willlayicto hearr.

‘ - Secondly, In mercy to themfelves, they are taken

‘.‘t‘ away,

Firft, Becaufe by long living with fuch, they muft

i heeds be a weary even of their lives, and t_helr fouls
i vexed from day to day. Pfal. 120. 5. Wo is me that
i I dwell in the Tents of Kedar. So Jer! 4. 14 <My
b oowels my boWels, 1aws pained at my very beart, my

‘ {err maketh a noife within me becanfe thon haft heard
inJerafalem the found of the Trumpet,the dlarm of war,

i " Secondly, In mercy tothem, becaufe the continu-

ance of this tempration upon them, may at laft fowea-

| Ty them our, as they may give up all as Solomon did,

Y Kings 11, 4. when be Was old, his wives turned
1a) his heart after other gods, ' S0 Mit. 24. 21, 23,
Lhen foall be great tribulation, [uch as was not fince Zbe

pi 58 o
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beginning of the World, nor ever [hall be 5 except thof,
days [ball be frortned, there conld no flefb be faved ; by
for the eleils [ake, it [Vall be fhortned ;. Even as our
proverb is, A continual dropping will wear a hole jn
the ftone : foa continual oppreffion may tura the wife
man out of all ; fee for this, Fer. 20.14, &e. He
curfeth the day of his birth, and the man that brough,
ridings to his Facher , wifhed his Mother had been al.
ways great with him, faying, pwherefore came I forg),
aut.of the swemb, to[ee labonr and forrow, andthat my
days fhonld be co”, umsed with fhame 2Clearly noting,thae
any zealous heare, is forely rouched, when all be can
do will not keep God from difhonout ;0 blot me ( faich ol
Mofes ) out of thy beok; By thisit may appear, thag 4
Gods afliding men, is for

them. L 1Y
objeit. 4. Fourthly, Another SCipture that feems If

ro complain by way of Objedion is,

&

in thefe words; #ho did fin this man o his Fathey, U

shat be 3 born blind ? T A
For anfwer to which Chrift faith, Neither this may

sov his Father, but that the power of God might appear

yet it isclear, the Difciples underftood this affli®ion
*n common muft come for fin; and Jefos Chrift in hig
reply, notesthe cafe more than common, faying, He
was born for. this purpofe;’ shat the work.of God fhould Bl
be manifeftedin him;,’ it was mercy he was born, and M
he was born that a wonder of Heaven might be fhew- i
ed upon him ; therefore we muft diftinguifh between
acafe that is extraordinary, and one that is common,
Again, from the unwillingnefs thac is in God o o
afli@ ; as aconfirming anfwer toall the Obje&ions, |
it appears, that high proyocarions in us, procure Affli.
&ions to us ; for cill Juftice calls foloud, that God
. gamnot be jul excepthe doth affli&, thoughin com.
paffion &

fome canfe or other in &

Tohn 9 1,2, 3. gt
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paflion he mizeth all with abundance of mercy,
2 (hron. 36. 15, 16, The Lord God of their Fathers
g S ent tothem by bis Prophets, vifi ng up betimes and fend-
Wy 72 them, becanfe be had compaffion on his people, ard
i #‘ on b is dwelling place ;' That 1s, he was very pitiful,
of loth to grieve or affli® them, till there was noreme-
w’.}* dy, juftice called fo long and loud for vengeance upon
1 them, as Pfal. 106. §4. They didnot deftroy the Na-

il tions, but were mingled among them, and learned thtir
b works , and ferved their Idols'y therefore was Gods

lE wrath kindled infomuch that be abherredhis Inheritance:
-V C‘:Uertbelcf.r ke vegarded their affliction when be beard

ﬂ“ ‘tl’.“!: ¢ry, and did pity them. Hofea 6; COTPEZCd
i With Chap.-11. 7,8. How fBall I givethee up £ what

'ﬂ ﬁid/l I ds to rh;le? What lefs doth all this ﬁg;\uh’e th!':lz
# thus much ? that though God befo provoked, tha

,_bv" rothing but judgment muft come, yeét IikAcaccnd.er
i Father to an unruly Child, mourns over him, whl‘le‘

y

gﬂ be correds bim. = We fhall leave what hath ’ncgn f:,n4

,’ﬂ :jo confideration, and pafs to the Twenty third Sign of
0 9ying to Chrift,

W

¢/
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yf’ CHAP, XXIII.

’ :

Yﬂﬁ Proving thofe' Chriflians under great Decay, that pray
w more in Affiiclion to bave it vemoved, then [antli-
w

fied , Withthrec Canfes of this Decay,
&4 STGN XXIIT,

Hen you pray move for Afflictions being
_ removed, then [anSified.
i hat 15. not only.mindlefs of Affli&ions Caufe, but
$’ ndeed mindlefs of AffliGionsend ; it iseafic and or-
dinary




