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. paffion he mixeth all with abundance of mercy, 

fil^Chron. 36. 15, 16. The Lord Godef their Fathers 
^ i , Jent to them bj hus Prophet t, rifing t*p betimes and fend-

tng them, becmfe he had comfajfion on his people, aJtd 
i,j I on h is dmlling place: That is, he was very pitiful, 
if Jp̂ ^ fo grieve orafflidthem, till there was no rcmc-
K <*y, jufiice called fo long and loud for vengeance upon 

,it', tnem, as Pfal. 106. J4, They didmt defiroy the Na-
jjlf tiofist bm ffere mingled among them, and learned their 
/\ "^o^^s , and ferved their Idols ; therefore vas Godi 

tfrath kjndled^infomuch that he abhtrredhis Inheritance: 
M ^everthelefs he regarded their a ffli^iien when he heard 

their cry, and did pity them. Hofea 6 4- compared 
Vvith Chap. J I. 7 ,8. How {hall I give thee up f what 

J Jhall I do to thee} What Icfs doth all this fignifie then 
y thus much.' that though God be fo provoke J, that 

. ^othing but Judgment muft come, yet like a tender 
Father to an unruly Child, mourns over him, while 

ii he correds him. Wc fliall leave what hath been fi id 
•^f to confideration, and pafs to the Twenty third Sign of 

«ying to Chrift. 

J _ -

*V C H A P , x x i i r . 

^li* Proving thofe Chriflians under great Becay, that pray 
J*/' T»ore in JjfiiElioti to have it remotied, thenfanUi-

f^'^i '^iththrecCatifcs of this Decay. 
\h . 

S I G N x x i i r . 

J jou pray more for Affii^lions heing 
'U removed, then fanBified. . , ' 
Ji \rJ 'IOC only-mindlcfs of Affhaions Caufe, KuC 
fi "Windier* of Afflidions end ; \% is eafie and or-
/ dinary 



a i n i v for Ptrtom u n d « AffliSlon lo be brought to 
S r kne;s toptsyer; not only good men, butb.,1 

in be ready tocry for help / » , , , > 

r 1 1 1 SenGorS^^^^^^^^^ h .v inelof t .u .h 
their fpytualfeehng-but^^^^^^^^^^ Thenwicked 
outward fenfo, they will cry f , 

f r W h " Land wa, full of Frogs cr .« to 
i r f / i / T o ?r-r this God for him, he had but httle 

: Sec that known Text for th,s. Jon^k 
^ T T L tvery man. (that ... when they was in 
i f l?aion cries huGcd, the temped bemg great 
Jnd they all like to perifh. not only cries to the.r God 
but with a high hand faith to Jonah fvhatme^„efl 
f t „ n aemer ? arifc and call nfon thy God that we 

':fiT:pBiol Mht the LordhU God-.^, all 
X h compared, it is very ufual both w.th good 
and bad men in affliaion. to be earlyat prayer to God. 

Now Aff l id ionyou know, we have in the \^<^ 
Sicn proved, is Gods Furmcc to try the Nature of 
every Mettal by ; fo that you may truly pafa judgment 
noon your fclves. whether or no you are of the dying 
hand • not by your praying, here you may deceive 
vour felvcs though you pray mightily, foritiseafie 
to do fo in Aff l i^ ion ; but if you pray more for Af f l i . ' 
aions ht\T\^removtd, thenJanBified; that i?, put t,p 
ftrong cries to be eafed of the trouble, but fcarce 
poffeft with faint wiflies toanfwer Gods defign in the 
trouble - never inquiring, what have I done ? Orfay-
ine I n^uft be more humble, more thankful, more 

pictiful, 

m 
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pit t i ful , more fearful, more careful all my days.' 
"Vhat fliall I do, faicli the zealous man, to get good 

l>y this Afflidion ? his voyce cryes louder for fpiritual 
j advantage, then his pain for natural freedom. Let us 

ii I think of this, and deal plainly with our own hearts, 
j, and fee what way the pulfc beats rooft for as the ftaff 
\r. you fet up, will fall one way or other ; fo perfons be* 

ing more or Icfs fpiritual, will eafily difcover it in Af-
(Ji' flidion. ifraeloi old might be read in this, and you 

Hnow how God dealt with them, of fix hundred thou-
i fand, there was but two, namely, fo/hn/t and Calebt 
•A that entrcd the good land of promife they early be-
'X gun to (how how carnal they were. £ W la . 13,14. 

When they enjoyed their great deliverance from 
^gjpts bondage, Chaf. l^. ^hen fang they Gods 

jliiij fraife.^ but being put into fome ftrait, they murmur 
1,4 prcfently, and wifii to God they had dyed in the 
,4 i-^n^'0i Jkgypt, AS Pfal. 106. fliews at large, where 

we may read of Gods dealings with them at large, and 
,̂ (/ their dealings with God: while they had what they 
^ \\ Wanted.they were pleafed and liked the Lord fhould be 
•J their Godjbut C when though for their own good j they 
, W'cre ftraitned, and did raifs their wonted fulnefs, 

then they lufted exceedingly in the wildernefs, and 
tempted God in the defert. verfe 14. We do not read 

''tf "P*̂ " ^^^^^ hcsitts to make any fpiritual ufeor 
^y, ̂ "Vantage of Gods different dealings with them v 

• ^^^^ not what they would have, infteadof 
F, 5j'''"'ng to ceafi to murmur, they ftrengthened them-
i V. ^f'ves in murmuringagainft the Lord, who wasgraci-
itiy JĴ .̂y careful for them , and fuffered not any more 
" j ! t ^ ^ hchW them, then what was in order to their 
t /n*^^ ^^^^ * although they were, as many now are, 

' •/ n" r *^<'f"pla'nts, yet their grcateft want was flack-
A e's to thofe ftrong cries that ought to be found in 
< Chrifti-
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rhriftians, for a fanftified ufc of whacfocver doth be, vl5 
k them taktnq care to the one thing needfuh, f 
out M ailorder, is Difordcr- all Mercus-. Mif^^k 
TnhnvM^C^'fi''^'-^ What (hall K profit a man / 

. ; C r he hath ot fulnefs ot fcarcity ; health OB V.. 
ficktr e t , orwantof deftre, if Godsend i „ „ 
2 our hapoinefMPall, be not gotten ? to wjt, that 
and 7 ^ . 3 . ^ „ , h a t f r c e t h f r o m e v e r l a f t i n g £ > ^ ^ „ ^ _ 

et^rmlSahmoni work that all other works 'N 

^"^h ' why perlc^ns pray more to have A f f l i . % 
» o r A r . a i o n . ^ 

^ 'Thirdiv Ifinorance of the End of Affliaion. /Jf 
S f t ^norancc of the Caufe of Aff l id .on , No /;(t 

rhaftcnme^or the prefcnt i« joyous, but gnevous. I f 
S r nd fharp, having with u an unpleafanttaa to' 

u ropvpr it comes-, therefore in ufelf certainly A 
Z l Z ' Z V l o . . , : although they bring it upoS 1 
rmTSves . Who is it that runs not from pain natu. A 
ra lv and wm part with what is outwardly dear to 
S . rather then e.pofc themlelves to that torturing A 

tharactendsfomekindof Affl iawn f Now i f as plain, 
IV and as certainly it appear, there is unw.llingnefs as U 
well in God to Af f l i r t , as there IS in the creature to ,f/ 
chufe Aff l ia ion; then it will naturally follow, that'/H 
there is a Caufe, Ignorance of which is amainrca-
fon why we pray more to have it removed, then fat> 

6t\^^A- . . . . . u • ••^ For the proof of this, that there is as great unwil. 
iingnefs in God, from whom AffliSion comes, to 
pi ve i t , as we to receive i t m i n d a little fome texts of fj-' 
Scripture. l Pet. 3- 8. -^»<^ vi>ho is h: that mil harm 
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' f . yoH, if je bt followers of that which is good? in the 
, words going before you have i t thus writcen. Bur the 

("ee of the Lerd it againfl them that do evil: That is, 
;: "is favourable countensnce is fet againll fuch, and 

y t'leir portion is bitterncfs. Ltvit.z6.17. Btttif jt 
f>e followers of that which is good., who will harm 7«u f 

' / J^erefcems to be a holy challenge, to whatfoevcr may 
'j harm us> as if the Spirit fliould have faid, W^at in-
'• J deed can harm you, i f God be for you ? and God 
y will not fee againftyou, if you are followers of that 
I'lljJ which is good •, For he doth not affiiil Willinglji^ nor 
U g*-"ve the children of men, to cruih under his feet the 

Mo»ersoftheearth.Um.^.lZ,iA- ff'her ef ore then 
.A, ["3y it be faid. Doth the living man ccmflatn? the 
""jl holy Spirit gives the anfwer; For the punifhmcnt of hit 
' fi**- Thepyofourheartisceafed, cur dance is IXivniJ 

'"to moui-uing j the Crown is fallen from ef our head, 
'5/ f^" unto us for we have finned. Lam. 15. 16. A mul-
7 t'tude of Scriptures might be further urged further 
t jf to prove both unwillingnefs in God to Af f l i f t , and 
Jy that the very Caiifeof all our Wo both temporal and 
I' eternal, is our mifdoing •, 0 that my people had heari^-
y y^^ to myvoyce, and walked in my ways, J fhould have 
nj fom fubdued their enemies, and turned my hand againjt 
•'''if their adverfaries. Pfal, 81 . 13, 14. Now in reafon 
It'if were the Caufe of Aff l idion confidered to be only 
U from our felvcs, procured by our mifdoing, and fent 
l y With tendency to our mending, we fliould furely pray 
f i / ^^^^ ^^'^^ fandified, then removed. 

' Secondly, Ignorance of the NeccfUty of Affl i^l ion, 
' a Caufe of this Decay-, the very unwillingnefs o f 

^od to bring ir, and the creature to indure i t ; fully 
^1 proves, that there is Neceflity for i t ; there cannot be 
« ""^Jf .""^^^'ightfulnefs in the creature to undergo lan-
i I guifliing, then there is in God to put him under lan-
71 ' , guift)ing. 

http://Ltvit.z6.17


decaying Chri/itian, ^, 
ISO lit^r" 'I " J <^ > ' 
omftlina Row ^hull I fivethee H^XJ Efhraim} Ho^ 

Adma? H . ^ IhalilfettheeasZthoxn^J Mjhean» ' / ( 
turned r,ithi» me, xH) rc^entings are kj.dledtogether. J j 
un7\7 8 fVh,» he ^as come near, andbehddthe f 
an h\'^c^t over U. Luke 19. 4^- No-Godsun. i 
Citj, »f ^ i , ^ creariKC cannot live at any h 
wilUngncfs, P ' X u \,'and indeed Expervenc. proves 

r / . ^ ' " ' ? i f e FoId i vas like'to continue till Af. f j 
dred from f / ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ V / flidion fr>oke to him ^ .^^ ^̂^̂^ ^^^^^.^^ ^^^^^^ 

i^trcuhe - ' f ^ J l j , ,,^pa{feth them about.A 
ether men; tmre\ori ,L ,u,m as a <!arment; and what f i 
.Chain, t^^'^^^^Zf^^^^^^^^ 

' I rauVnded with carnallcft behaviour God, A 
generally IS atte ^ y i^.j^u^ thej thencom. fy 

r,ut d Adultery .f^j,^,appears, tbatitisfron, /-1 
S t a n S f ' ^ i a i L n e c e f J t y , i f we pray more to k 
hive it removed then finftihed • fi 

Thirdiv, Ignorance of the End of Affl if t ion, {V 
Ca l e of^h s Decay ; now the Caafe being Sin and H 
rhe Neceflity being to humble, the End is to fave. 
Mnwall Gods dealings are mercy, whatfoever he doth 
r"̂  Che rTarure, i * 1 ' e bimfclf, and in its felf is ^er. 
.V i f he ''ive us ail we defire and would have. ,t 
' L e y irhekeepuswithoutit, i t isMercy; Health 
from V i ^ M^r^V. fo isSicknefs i P enty from hin, 
s Mercy, fo is Poverty : Health, Life Strength, / 

and fuch hke Favours temporal, every body will ac-
Krtowlcdge 

i 
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knowledge to be Mercy but their contrary few or 

*/ none will account Mercy, yet this is Mercy alfo; for 
this Checquer work the World is made of, fome at the 

',((» fame time are wringing their hands for forrow,whilc o-
Ji thcrsare clapping their hands for joy;fome with ftraits, 

^ / through Sicknefs and Poverty are Weeping, others 
through Health and Plenty, rejoycing: Now the 

Kj great difBculty is, how to bring the heart to look upon 
y the ftate of Weeping as truly Mercy, astheftateof 

ni Rcjoycing: ¥or which end confider, why we do ac-
Ki- count Health, Plenty, and fuch like Injoyments Mer-
V cy, but becaufe they have in them aneaeemmgand 

dcfirable good, a fcafonable and fuitable goodj, it is 
f ' l / the fame with the contrary, they are as feafonable and 

as fuitablc, could our frail hearts fo receive them, tor 
/ f ) they are as truly from tha Lord as the other, and as 

truly have the fatnc end in them. There are two 
great Ends in all God doth •, one is hisHonour - the o-

4 »her is our Salvation. Now i f God give us what we 
would have.his End is the fame; and i f he give us the 
contrary his End is is the fame^and Chriftians certainly 

li ' ' / mifconnruing hisEnd to bcMcrcy.is theCaufc they mif-
^ ' / j ' conftrue his Anions to be Mercy. that both are Mer-
' 7 'cy, rtzd^Exod 13. 17. There Godled them through the 
f^'i -^ilderners in mhdtca way, where thejVPaHteJ,both 
r ^read and water and yet both End and Adion Mer-
Ji!" t̂ y to bring them to Ca»4an, and deliver them from 

f f harm by the philijiines; Remember all the way which 
j j the Lord thy God led thee thefe fottrtj years,through that 
il'r 'great and terrible Veildernefj, Vfherein was fiery Ser-
iWf pents^ and Scorpions, and Drettght and no Water, that 

he -might humble thee, and prove thee to do tkeegood at 
\i thy latter end. I t is too evident, that Ifrael conftrued 

this [ hard dealing from God ] but i t was great Mercy 
ly! as the text fully proves. Ignorance therefore qf the End 
1/' ' M of 
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of Affliaion, isa Caufe why we pray more to haveit 
Removed then Sandificd. 

C H A P . XXIV. 

Ccmlmnsr in itfxSeaf^ns, in which ChrifiUmou^ht 

nreat decay, that in tunes of caUmitj canfi„d„o 
iecefitjfcrfafting. 

S I G N X X I V . 

T T X 7 ^ ' » tfffflTfr Gods Calamity, you can 
V / V neither find mcefstty, nor exceUen-

r7to humble jour fel-ve^ h faiiing andfrayfr. 
• ^ ' A ^ oraver riohtly put ap to God, » a way and 
nieansry which he L n y times is ̂ ^^^ 
To remove H g - " ^ " " * " ^ ejenfofaft 
T J TGOI way, in which he hath often been found, 
ani k ? t h e tno« prevailing with him, mfomuch as it 
hafh n t a gracious tendency to abafe and humble the 
t i l ond make it more to fit to receive the kind tm-
preffion of his precepts, in opening of h.s promifes. 
ioecther withthe reverencmg him bccaufeofhis ihreat-
ninss. itbeingafcafon not only of laying the fouMow 
in its own eyes, at the fenfible fight of his own vile, 
nefs but a marvellous exalting the gracioOs and long 
forbearance of God, forcing the heart to cry out, 
what manner of love is this that we Ihould be called 
tbe Children of God ? Who was before wallowcrs in. 
the works of darknefs, that leads tothfe Chambers of 
death but now by his grace, though once far off. 
made'nigh, of an Alien madehome-dweiler ; Al l 
thefe things are brought to remembrance very freOi 
in fatting Seafons, that being a time of calling to mind 

things 
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things pad; and though calamity be as truly Gods 
mercy, as the contrary, having in it the fame defign 
of Salvation-good ; yet it is more properly fent in or-

, der to reducing from thofe ftrayings it finds fuch per. 
/ fons in, as it comes upon, and becaufe of thcfmart 

and unpleafant tail it brings with i t , calls them with a 
., louder Toyce to make inquiry , why am I thus? 

Which profpcrity in alt probability could never have 
fo done, being not fo much of that piercing kind, to 

f the external fcnfes, as adverfity or calamity is; and 
this the Prophet. Ifa.%6.i6. fecms to make his great 
obfervation in thefc words. Lord in trouble have they 
"ifijited thte, they poured out a prayer Vfhen thy chaflen-

( I ing ^as upon them : For I will be unto^^hmmas * 
/ Z M » , ' and as a joung L ion unto the Boufe of Judah: 

J I evenly will tear and go away, andreturnto my ^tact 
Hj tin they ack«owledge their offences, and fetk.t»J\ 
j'^lj in their affliBion they will feek. me early. Hof 5.14,15* 
U Plainly implying, that i t is not only the delign of God 

} to fend calamity upon perfons for this end, but that 
alfo that they are moft aptly provoked to i t * t this 

IĴ iplj Seafon-, fee that remarkable text for this zChron, 
^^l^ 33. 10, I r, 12. Andthe Lordfpaks to Manajfeh and 

his people, but they would not hearken -^ wherefore that 
'jjj^ he might /peal^ by this rod, as well at his word; the 
'Jf^ Lord brought upon him the Captain of the Hofi, the 
/i «/ Affyria, which took, ManafTeh among the 

'(((̂  Thorns, and bound him with fetters, and carried him 
£ '0 Babylon; and when he was in affiiliion hebefought 

y ' the Lord his God, and humbled himfelf greatly. While 
f j ' " ^ was but fhaken as it were, Manafeh remained 
^f~, refradory, but when he was bound in chains, he ham-
^\(\ bled himfelf greatly. Mufl ic not then from hence 
'^1 u^^^ follow, that calamity calls for fafling and hum-
A bling wherever i t comes.beingdefigned to thatreiucc-
,[ii.t M 2 ing 
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inc end And may not the decay of fomegrowto 
that pafs even fo ripe for reaping that except they 
Ihould from a deep fenfeof their ftatc, be mightily 
brought down to humble their fouls withfaflmg as 
the hf t remedy left or prepared by God for fuch 
conditions to betake themfelves unto-, and that if 
hey h re (hould fail, then to be given up to the mouth 

of Line Bur thk je old men, pve ear all je ^nh^, 
ot ruu.c. Lth this been in your days or eve. 
bit ant f of the Land .LL, J/l jeJ^urCbildren it 
in the andtheir ll^t 
^nd let your Ch^ld^^^^^^^^^^ 

ild.s Indall the inhabitants of the Land ma the 
S S \ f the Lord their God-, and cry alas aUs, 
Tor the day of the Lord is at hand, and as de&rHB.on 
from the Almilhty Mil it come. How evident ,s i t 
(haT tbi « ^ s X peoples laft remedy, and except they 
now cy. 'not^iing but delkudion will be their 

Buc"fome may Ob/cft and fny, how (hall we know 
when dinger is fuch, chat without humbling our felvcs 
withfiftingjoyned to prayer, we are hke to meet with 

^"^^^Anfw. There arc fix feafons that of neceffity calls 
for Fading with prayer. _ 

1 irft , when long patience is abuled, 
Secondly, when juil: judgments are threatned. 

' Thirdly,' when jull judgments are executed. 
rowrthly. when iniquity in Churches gets a head. 
Fifthly, when Churches grows fecure. 

Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, when fome great thing is by them to be 
^ f , obtained. 
^\ Firif, when long patience isabufed; patience or 

ijf forbearance in God, is long exercifed to both Churches 
A and people, before with judgment he fweeps them 

J IC sway, the rod is ftiaken again and agijn, while they 
ll* arc under vifible decay, and though Godwaitlong 

upon fuch as grows luke-warm in all rheir ^dlve 
" ||f' by- -*s, yet will he at laft fpeak home to therti; it was 
' y ' thus with I(rad after tfiey had relied from their trou-
W ^^'^^•> they did evil again and ajcjain, for which God 
j j / gently whip th^ra ; then they turned for a while, 
»|y a^d cryed, but prcfently after, went to their bid 

courfe, Tet many years did he forbear them, and tefii.> 
</ <«̂ «»»/? them, by his Sprit in his Prophets,- yet 
' ' j "^ould they not hear, therefore gave he them up into the 
f j ^^^d of the people of the Land. Nehcm. 9. 30. So in 
, 1 / Jeremiahs time, they provoked Gods patience long, 

\ So that the Lord could no longer bear, becaufe of the 
j f their doingi -, clearly noteing^ that the) had long 
^'•J ^hufcd his long forbearance, therefore was their land 
•f J madedefolate. But. 
'lit'' K ^^''^"'^'y ' when jufl: Judgments are thrcatned, 
II'' when God hath waited long upon bis people or aNati-

j On, and called that way for reformation ; but it will 
vj, not do, he is wont ftil! in mercy for their true good 

R° ^^"^ another Method, and that is rofhakchis 
1" Rod, or threaten them what he will do. exrept they 
.j^/cpent. 

' The old World did provoke Cod long, and he 
Warned themFourty years together while the Ark was 

, preparing, and threatned them nil that time with a 
I aeiuge of Water to deflroy them, on porpofe for their 
y '•^claiming though he knew whst Sodom ind Gomor-
) fah had done, yet he would inquire whether it were 

, M 3 accord 



I ^ 4 Slgi*s 0f a Dying or decaying Cbri^ian, 
according to theory : For the Honour of all his ble-
fled Attributes; he will not kill before he Judge •, he 
will not bring the Rod, before he give warning of the 
Rod • and i f the warning take us in the cafe of i V w -
veh 'vet fourty days and it fhall be deflroyed ; this 
was Commiffion, and he moft go through all 

the ftrcets, and proclaim i t : /1 '^*'^?"^' ' '^^^^'Ig. 
but yet Mere; pleads for fonrtj days reffm,^ confid« 
whether they will Repent and turn, or bcDeftroyed ^ 
Tnd hough many times becaufe Sentence is not fpeedi-
f« F xecuted The hearts of the Sons of Men are bent 
•t^ do wickedly; yet iV .«Y^ repents and the Judg. 
inent is prevented : For they heluvedGod, andfro~ 
Trlinttd a f a f t i andpnt on fack cloth from the gre^t^ 
t t the lean / and God fa^ their ^.ks. tkat th.y 
tr^dfromtheir evil way , andGodrejentedcff^^ii 
Z rfid he would daunt, them, anddtdftnct Chap 2. 

{ o Th iTw" Gods very Method to thofe decaying 
Churches in Afi^, he fent his A ngel to tell them he 
S knowledge of their works, he commended tvhat 
was goo5, '?d blamed what was bad and caHedfor 
reformation, clfe threatned them, that injufticehc 
wouldunchurchthem, exceptthcyi?^;.«t 

Never was Nation, City, Church or Family dc-
ftroved by God without ifarning, and patient Waiting.^ 
rot only to teach us to walk in (^ods Method in all our 
fubordinatc affairs, Soperiours to Inferiours, Judges 
to Malefaftors, but alfo to exalt Judgment and Juftice 
in God, to the acknowledging as Bavid did. P/^/. 
* i . 4 . This is done, that thou mightefi ie juftifie^ 
when thou /peakjfi, and clear when thou jndgep;(hall 
not ( faith Father Abraham ) the Judge of all the 
Earth do righteoufly. 

But Secondly, It is a feafon that calls for of necefli-
ty, fclf-humbling by prayer with faHing, whenjuft 
judgments arc executed, &c. Thirdly, 

H 
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m Signs of 4 Dying or decaying Chrifiian^ 1^5 
Thirdly, when juO: judgments arc ezccuced, is a 

î eafon for fa(ling joyncd with prayer, that they may 
.. i* . be again removed; Then H^nani faid, the remnant 
• rvhic!3 are left of the captivity there in the prqvince are 

in great affliSlioH and reproch, the onfall tf Jerufalem « 
broke tt down, and the gates thereof burnt Vcith fire : and 
»f came to pafs when I heard thefe Vfords, J fatedoVi»t 

'M and wept, and mottrntd certain days, and iFatteo and 
l/l frayed before the God oiHciver), Nehem. 1.3,4. This 
j t goodNehemiahtook, audit was profpcrous with 
''WP tha I I thcLord 

' 1 / fin and finners in Churches, grows fo numerous and 
jr beady, that they are like to out-voyce the better par-
A' ty. it is high time then to benight and day with the 
V Lord in falling and prayer, that iniquities head may 
\A be broken, by the fword of his mouth there was a 
nl few names, and it was but a few in i-̂ r̂ ^A* Church, 
A defiled their garments, the grcatcft part 
V were readic to die, and the Lord threatens to un-

church them except they repent. Rev. 3. And no^ 
"Ji )0H call the proud happy, yea, thej that work.Vi>icked' 

*>ffs are fet up., and they that tempt God are even deli' 
jl,f vereJt then thty that feared the Lord, If ake often one 

, toanother. Mat. 3. 15,16, 
, ' f / Fifthly, when Churches grow fecure-, that is, as 

fafcly flieltcred in their account from iudgraenr, 
/(( though a dying to every duty, as i f they were in a 
H'T F ° " ' ^ " g ' flourifhing ftate, contenting themfelves to 
(/) '^^ ^'^^^ i t is not well with them, but fit IHII from ufing 
'm either means of information orrecovery, as though 
m ^hey were minded to fuffcr their diftemperto grow 
1̂/1 mortal., Thou faifi 1 am rich , and increafed with 
I goods, and have need of nothing, and k»o^efl not that 

i ^'"w art "^fr etched, and miferable, and blind, andna-

f 



U J At many as I hve^ I rebuke and chafien: 
Te^cealoui thereforeandrefent Rev. 3. 17. ^9. 

But Sixthly andLaftly, when fomc great things arc 
hv them to be obtained, or great judgments exccu-
red and the caufc is not fully difcovercd, there is no 

,rin« riire till we know the Caufe, nor no knowing 
? r i f e hut bv prayer and Fafting , I t is Gods ufoal 
? ^ S w S c hath fome great bleffing to bring^p. 
Method when nen b upon^heir Hcar?s 
on a Nation or Peopie^^^^^^ 

^""^r'^'^Te hafteni^ of fuch a bleffing. And oa I , for ^hehaltemng^^^^^^^^j^ experience, th«t 

''^u^^-lHoments arc a coming upon a people, Family 
"'''perSn^ thc^e s certainly agreat ftupidity in them; 
'"nd S m degrees of fccurity in them, befpeaking 
and f ""^ . 7 } ; y f k e n fto and angmfh u at the 
health and ? T j - p E A C E A N D 
t ; p ' ? Y t " h e t f L v « cheJ S U D D E N D £ . 

„pon a woman from w^.c^^^p^y^^^^^ 

\ M rhl'A^rk was making, though every Hammer 
Tnd N 1 pre-^^^ W « r , l n d l in their security. Eat. 
nrank Bought, Sold, Budded, Planted or gave 

rtmfdves to all thefe, not mindmg till the Hood 
? ind ' ook them all away. When the Church of 

Sod Ui^fohn-Bafifl beheaded, and a Pr^.r alfo 
kept in pnfon, and near to be made another facnfice 
i h a t d^ they do? Fall upon the work of Fafting and 
crTuer till God works a miracle, then Prayer was-

of the Church of God without ceafing., fo 
andcrftanding by Books, the number of the 

trs of Ifraels Captivity. Now great ishisflrait 
Jow to underftand Gods time what doth he do in this 
preatftrait- l « heboid this bleffcd Copy 
" and 



W signs Df 4 Vying er decaying Chriftian, 16j 
^jjjl'and learn to write after i t ; j^nd 1 fet my face to the 

,f Lord God by Frayer and Supplication, with Fafling 
I ' ,̂  (i»d Sackcloth and A Pies. ( Mark that ) Daniel gives 
lK,«|Up himfelf to work with all his might; hclaboureth 
j / | l i k c a Marriner at the Pump whentheftiipleaketh, 
j / ^ and Death approchcth, ceafc pumping and quickly 
[(J/jjfollowcth Sinking; here they work as for their lives. 
jdf̂ ^Thus did good Daniel, and God was intreatcd, and 
|;i'|/inet him with an anfwer. Fear net Danitlfir from 
Iflf'jthe firfi day that thou didfi fet thine heart to underfiand 
^i'K tnd chaften thy felf before thy God, thy V^ords were 
Iff.heard, and J am come becaufe of thy wordsOh that 
, K this example may be bleffed of God to Churches that 
Lif have great Corruptions to Conquer, and great Blef- . 
lof ' fings to obtain, that they would fct themfclves as one 
J< flioulder to this work of f afting and Prayer; fo lhall 
• 1̂, they not need to go drooping all the day long; but 
J ) thus Seeking in faithfulnefs, (hall undoubtedly Find 
Ids the approch of anfwerable bleflings; to which blcf-
5f! fed end, for the good of Churches, Families, and 
I , ,every individual member; the good Lord blefs thefc 

Cautions, Amen. 

iJij: C H A P . X X V . 
iJ' i • . 
\lt Containing in it the evil of Ignorance, in not k»owi»g 
:A wherefore Gods Rod is come,mr what good it hath done: 
J f] T»ith three Diretlions how to kpoVf Vfhenperfons are ««-
rd ^"^ •» ""'^ Remedies againji it. 
f j f S I G N X X V . 
A \ X 7 ^ e n Gods Rod worketh f i little uponyou^ that 
jtC' ^ you can neither teU wherefore it is come,nor 
rj '^^^t good it hath done. 



1 ^8 Signs •f* Dying w decaying Christian, 
iJcople under this Sign arc very raiferable.for theysr, 

not only mifcrablc in general, but raifcrable under the 
means of reduceraent ̂  theSun of fuch is fetting,and the 
Lamp a going out. I t is a mifery to be m need of the 
Phvfititn, but to remain in mifery ( after their bcft 
application ai to healing ; muft needs be miferable. 
for then there remains no vifible hopeof retnedy. 
When correaion by the Rod will not do, (thatis, 
wi l l not reclaim, ; then is giving ap the next 

'^tt^may be necclTary to open the meaning of Gods 
R < i it fignifies his ftripes, or chamfements • and 
ftS' the decaying Chriflian it is true thefe and thefe 
Series lie upon me, and have for fome time, b u t j 
Cwnot thecaufe , nor whatisam.fs. orhow tohavc 
i t removed nor wherein to be bettered. The Scrip, 
iure X s OS many fad inftances of fuch a people a, 
Sefe^ J r. I vain have I fmittenymr Chit. 
Ann they have received n,' correSlion; though I do 
c^Sa them. yet'theydonotreceiveit; thatu,they 
remain the fame under i t . as Jer. $. 3- Thou ha/l 
Bricken them, hut they have mt grieved, thou h^n 
ccn/umed them, but they have refufed to receive corre, 
BioH • for the people turneth not to him that fmtteth them; 
ftrangers have devoured their firength, jet they know it 
mt • though gray hairs are here andthere upon them : 
Such as thefe have loft their fpiritual hold, and feels 
not the force of Gofpel-arguments, and now the De­
vil may take their Religion from them, i f he brings 
but fomething by way of exchange, that fervcs and 
fuits their external fenfes. I t is eafic for fuch to fell 
their Mafter for thirty pieces of Silver, juft like Ifrael 
of old. Exod. 3 z. PVhen they faw that Mofes delayed hi^ 
coming (though he is gone up to the Mount with God) 
^et thej make thewfelves neVe Gods: mcer (hows, and 

forfake. 



^Mt K?/?^ G o d ; this isamoftmiferableftate. 
' > r ' ZA T we know wearc under this dying Sign, 

V i When no afl3iaion©r Rod that comes upon 
fbeî  I J r* r " ®̂ ^^^^ trouble you,as to provoke to a dili-

^ ' ' ' fwrch what is the canfe of what is come. Jer. 
\^<^V ^;„f' 7 / henrkned And heard, hut thej fpake m 
/tD3'''' mm repeated him of histvU, fA)i»g, vhai 

^ / i '^ '*^/ '" '^? The Stork, THrtle, andSwaHpw, 
u \f ""f ^iwf, w j f k p » T » "ot the Judgments 

o f ^ l coii f ' " ' ^ i They know not wherefore ray Rod i? 
KiiA th?** ^ " t * f I affliathem, theygetitoffas foona* 

( t h7 "ot confidering, that i f it do not mend 
I K thJ*"* iflia"bringfevcntimesworfcJudgmentsupoq 
' J t f j ^ i As u is with fome, and our experience c^n 

^^"^ tfuth o f ' t • ! •« God vifit their family 
l i e " ' " ^ ' " ' > they will fend to the phyfitiJin, ^ndif 
de i^^ '^ ^""'^^r and bring <leatb, they will bury their 
Qui?' faftionably as they can, but hardly in-
tni * frying, what have I done? or what ought I 
"•"learn? . , 

. af.^''^^"«"y. When i fyou are wrought upon to inqifire 
fin^*^ *̂  you center in generals; that is, fome 

r J thi 
^""other noedcfcendingtopaeticHlarf; forthisand 

j / ' . itisthusandthuslwithmci 
U'^ij hp ^ "»'^dly. As God never fpeakcth without Canfcfo 
J r fpeakcth but to purpofe, what doth not help 
MV^' t ' ! " further hurt ; his Word and Sword fhall not rc-
m noh ' "^rcin lyeth the skill of Chriftianity, 
rfsg '^acknowledge in the general, that they fuf&r for 

(ii" J jf"" to fall knowingly'npon particulars; 
t & his cu i ^ ^ ^ I^^V"' not wanting here to ufc 
r J) an f ' keeping blind-fold a decaying Chrifti-
\^ A wh. '̂ r"" ^Sht and fenfe of the wound and caufe 

, « wnereforc it came , as the fureft remedy a-
W \ gainft 



170 signs of a Dying or decaying Cbrifiia»l % 
cainft reformation; and certainly i t isGodsLeffon Jli 
that we read the Rod, and wherefore it is come ; even ?!' 
his common Judgments teach this, l o r feldom or % 
never is a fin 1 uniflicd, but a curious eye may eafiiy J. / 
read the fin in the Punilhment; the fin of Wanton >> 
nefs under Fnlnefs, may eafily be read in the fcarcity/.i 
of Bread ; the fin of a haughty ftretchcdout Neck If 
and Wanton eyes, may be eafilyTcad inaLeprou; h 
Scabi infiead of a /^"*f"'</t^'^>, "j^'^^f . / / 
Girdle, a rent; hfitad of wU fet Utr, bMnefi JJ, 
%ad 4hautj, hrning. How doth theCuyfitf^m^ fy 
Ly that was full of peofle, Jhe that was great amor, L 
th/'princes is become Tributary i Jhe weefeth forein^^J 
niJt her tears are on her cheeks, her adverfanes the A 
%Menerniesprofpr,Vi^^^^^^^^^ 
of God makes an'fwer,- The Lordhath am^dherf,, L 
%e multitude of ^cr Tranfgre/fms Uv^ i^ Th.h 
hand of the pitiful Women have Sodden thcjrown 1 
ChTdren they were their meat in the deflruftion of - ) 
S daughter of my people The Crown ' ^ f f en fr,^ J 
7/cur heads, Wo unto usjorweh.ve finned I Cbap^ / , 
F 16 Here is ourpunifliment, and m this you may î S 

Y«d our WantonnefSinSin; we were ful l . andno«, 
are hungry; wc abufed our plenty, and it is turned <L 
into fcarcity. When Engtands Peace was blefled with i J 
Plenty and that Plenty abufed with pride ; God fent % 
or fuffered a Civil Sword to witnefs againft its Pride ; / 
and complainedof the abufc of its Plenty: poor i ^ ^ . , 
den in fixty five, andf ix tyf ix , might read in legible t 
Charafters its Sin in its Puniftiment, when the fire left ]k 
us no houfc, and the Plague left as no inhabitant. f 
Pride and fulnefs of bread, and abundance of Id|e^ \l\ 
nefs called upon us to come; And behold tht ^orkj of / . 
God, what defolation he had made in London. ^' 



Signs §f a Vying er decaying Ckrlftian, 171 
'(fot But Thirdly, When though you may confefs in the 
i^t^^^^t^U and dcfcend into particulars, yet i f there be 

d "'̂ ^rigbc forrow for, and turning from fin, you are Hill 
%fi ' J this dying Sign-, I t ispoffiblc toconfefsinthe: 
of V ^ ^ ' J ^ a l , and reft here. 
Y ffiif Lord have mercy upon us poor finners, and not 
' N'f* Ĵ "̂*̂ "̂ ™ wherein, and for what wc make this confeffi-
V ' " " t i m ' '^'^ common among the Sons of Men at one 

i * / ' ' of ^^^^ ^^^^ prayer on a general fafting day, in point 
K. (f 5 ^'onfeffion: but anon. Lord I thank thee I am not 
K '//' i^ ft.'-^er men, nor even as this Fublicane in point of 
'jl' L4 or r ^'^^tion ; in the one, forget or know notthrfirt 
'f in 1,"̂  ^enfibly, for which they have made confeffion; 
'fill<^ JD P'̂ *̂̂  "̂ '̂̂  acceptance, and fliut out Jefus 
r cpifi' p the point of fome particulars of common ho-
ilirr Jtinl' i " ^ ' " ' ^^^^^ they make their Idol. But 

iP |̂,« J «her. I t is poflible to confefs in general, and to 
into particulars, yea, the very fin or fins for 

0 tak is come, and to center here, and to 
K ' t b u f*'̂  our reft, fliortof the God of reft-, coming 

cW' k f r ^ " ^ ' l he but woful i f alone •, and therefore con-
' fiil SQ^**" muft be particular, and accompanyed with 

the/^'* ^"'^ turning from. In feremiahs time, 
(fif'l ^ Was a people very fecure in going but thus far. 

^ j-J'^- 7- 4. Trufi Kst in lying words, faying, the 
:\(c(i^ pie'y^^f Lord, the Templeof the lord, the Tern-
prî '̂ •'"4 ^"^^ "'"^ *^'f^> H y^ throughly amend your 
A'"' 5̂ Well as confefsthero, then will I caufc you to 
J'^ and th ' '^'^'^' though you cry the Temple of the Lord, 

Id^^^ ^On h^^ ^ truth in it felf, i t is a lying word in youc 
[3'̂ '' thro k*" ' ' ^"'^ indifappointment, exceptyou 

.0t' frotv̂  r ' y »s you fay; The good Lord help vs 
Ji4 dottl > to cut off every I D O L , and tocnt 

!»s to *̂ ^̂ '̂ y G R O V E , and to forfake them as well 
•^onfcft them i and if thy right eye offend thee, 

! pluck 



, 7* Siiiis of a Dying or decaying Chriman, f/ 
pluck it out, its better enter into life blind and raain,;/; 
eA then having two eyes and two hands to be caft i ^ , V 
t oHe l l , where their worm never diet, andthefitc f^i 

NoiTaVRemedies againft this dying Sign. k 
Tirft Keep your Judgments under continual i n f o f j / 

ination from thofe Texts of Scripture, that declare, ;̂  
X the Rodisfentfor. Z)*«M7. '^^V well be al, 
laded to the King muft have the Law by hm cminu, L 
1 r l i he maf read therein, and-^hyi T W 0 ^ 
he^rtbe not Ufted f^pab^'^l^rethren y^nd that 
Zht learn to fear the Lord htsGodconttmallj 
S von fee he was daily to be informing his Judgment/ 

rh,. T aw as the proper way to fear the Lord hi,C 
r o d and w avoid finningagainft him : once inforr,' I 
S the Tudfiment will not do, fo as to carry force t^^ 
he keeping from doing evil, except there be a daily 
onng the m nd in the fame things again, and ag„n . J 

S r S b T n g the hands caufeth heat, and often wheN« 
Snc the inftfument keepeth from ruft, and makech* 
A ^rn even fo, often informing theunderftanding/ 
Sd^jiidgment ^ i t h fome fuch Texts as thefe, bca,?/ 
?uch a ftroak upon the heart, astodeliveritfromgo., 
T i n that path, attended with fuch woes from Hea-̂ J 
ven Levit.z6. 16,^-^. Ifycu^fnothe^r)^ 

i„ t9 me and do ' « ^ ' " J ' " f ^ ' f l „ f / , ^ ^ ^ ' ^ J „ ^ f " " ^ ^ V 
ever youterror J - « 
flague youfot-
wrath, beva 
then a great 

I 

if 

<ja ao an mj t^"'""-"— » • rt'"*''i'd 
•ror; yea, and/etmyfaceagainjfyeu, anif 
for jottrftnt. Job 36.18. Becaafe there i^^ lOH}or jot' J'"" J"" 3 " - — ; . 

beware, left he take thee a^aj wtth hu ftroa\ 
then a great ranfome cannot deliver thee. The Pro, . 
phet Ifaiah in Chap. 5 • from the %th to the 23 d. verfe 
pronounceth woe upon woe fix times over, cloath.,̂  
ing tranfgreffors with woes, as a man isdoathcd witft^J 
bii^^irment. il 

Sccondk 



Signsvf A J)ji»g or decaying Chrifiian, i / j f 
j.^^'^ondly, Content not yourfelves on this fide a hearc 

d n ^A^^^* ' ° he under continual feeling fear of God 
5 ttie fi' no Judgments, Chridians fliould be reftlefs and 

w*^^ "'^ prayer to cry night and day, that God 
ould make them large fharers in the promifes of the 

W"'i^** Covenant. Eztk., 33. Iyfill takeaway thy fimy 
V ' ^ l and"'- * ^^'"'foffiefl}; thy hard heart, 
/ I I ' ' ' * and'^'^^ * foft heart; Mans heart is like mectal, 
jjUff'J ^jjf. ™*«al you know that is hard and unwcldy, thac 

V k foftp"^' iraprefsion, is put to the fire to 
lM .2-y ' " receive the ftroak, i n 2 C W 3 4 . ' 
//• w ^ * ' " ''^ve a lively inftance of afoftheart; 
j f t f t i f , *}y ^'an was tender, andthondidft humhUthj 
fof'" « J P'"" ' '«wWfrA far fear of thee, I 
y y t i i ' ^ '^y h'lg"'"'ts. Pfai. ,19.120. ' 
f / Opon ^ ^ ' When at any time a Rod from God comes 

' j j i t r andcJr" ' P"*"* Judgment (till that there is fome caufc, 
This o Paying «nd fcarching till you find it out; 

f V (I polfer " " * ' ° ' y prcfcrve you from being under the 
l / iv 'o lof ' "^"<>f 'his dying Sign. cfb. 7. jfrael comes 

* " O Lord God, 
U Ki^o der *rc«f*f r-fcf/* «wr, 
r("^!i firJ*'^'" • / fhe Amorites to de-^^3ns, 

h 
J^KGC^?*^ L"^ "y'io fejhua, he cries to God, O Lord 
m ^^fore T- ^"^^ ^Z""^' ^f*""' 
'i^'\i^''e i^L ,"^ *»f/w/«; /or *k Canaanites, W rfitf 
• ' K l f o l * /*^ ' ZW/5rf /? W and cut 

J off the Earth? Jin^ what wilt 
ff(i^od S"^^ Here pleads with 
,il'dqft\jQ*"^* h« Garments, falls upon his Face, caflf 

lief ..IV*. '^'sHead, and cries mightily to God for rc-
Sî t'the '^'^f'^ °f 'he diy meets with his anfwer 
^^HOW/A ^i. 'yeft thou thus upon thy face ? 

thou not what y/r^f/hath done, makefpcc-
COf"' dy 



74 ^ •^^^^^ decaying Chriftian, 
di inquiry for they have finned , therefore 
thev cannot ftand before their enemies, neither wil[ 
I be wich them any more, except they take away the 
irr i irfed thing from among them : God here tells 
Sem there i1 a caufe fets them upon the work of 
Sa"ch Now the Lotis caft, and it fallsupon^,^,^ 
Lho had fcen and coveted a goodly babylon.ftGar, 

T^which ftiowsthat Sin may look with a good, 
r ? Anntenance, whilft it is but the accurfedthin.) 
*y S r S e k e l s of Silver, and a wedge of Gofj^ 
T f i f " l - k e U weight, till all thefe with 
d h U ^ s f t o n l L n d W d u n d e r t h e h e a p the^ 
S r ' o f the Lord isnotturnedaway although a 
S f t s at prayer, that at another time fo prevails, 
fhe Sun ftands ftiU for a whole day j o g f e r , 
tne auu i*-" , . hearkened to tl 

7 : t n t t r n o w c a n n o t ^ e h e a r d until t ^ 
3 e 2̂= t o r d our, and the O m p purged; i f t ^ „ 
feave this to confideration and Gods blcfling, andfo 
pafsto the 26f^. Sign. 

n 

C H A P . X X V L 

Shemng where fin ta^s tts hcgMg,andhowhjdeA 
.reeiifhearknedto, it works rmne- y»^tbf*xfpecial j 
Maris, hoVP per fons (though pardoned) maj ktio^t 

. ^ . . . / . / - /ir .1. .../^H i*itn hn iinfvo •whenGod XcillMer them to fall mo fin anew. 

S I G N X X y f ; ' 

W , 
thenpleafingCed. 

Hen the thoughts of your hofetn-hft^ 0̂  „ 
any other fm^ is more prevalent withyouM 

Thought 



Sigm ef a Djing tr decaying Chrifiian. i j 5 
Thought is the firft door of the mind inwardly, as 

I* the eye and ear are of the body outwardly •, here fin 
' f j takes firft place, and if here it be not firft flain, it will 

j / i'icrcafe to conception, and from thence to adion; 
.Jl''the eye and ear carry things to the thought, and 

'he thought carries things to the conception, and 
' / conception to affedion, and affe<5lion to confent, and 
J'^onfent toadion^ and thus you may ^f/feo/^^Wj^r^ntf 
f,':^ a little /park, kindles: Now every good man hath 

da dear eft luft, and every wicked man hath a dear-
V'eftluft , that he moft hugs, loves, andferves} though 
W^vil men do obeyfance to any fin that fuits with their 
V i!'''"S» yet there is forae particularfin to which they 
ŷ jll<;have moft fingle regand; and the beft of Gods pfcople 
''jj(f*te Under more particular inclination, to fome one 
tfiparticular fin then other, and indanger to fall and be 
[OSji(overcome thereby, i Kings 8.3'8. there the Scripture 
t'*j! notes this, under the name of heart-plague ; alfo P/ali 
0 ' 8 . 2-]. Ah mine inicjuity. Now tlxis comes to the 

thoughts for entertainment, and there is greateft pof-
{' fibility of finding entertainment; for which caufcGods 

Word fo much inveighs againft thoughts, when they 
y ate about evil exercifcs. Gen. 6. 5. Every imaginatioM 

"f the thought of his heart vas evil, and only evil, jcti 
+• 14. How long fhall thy vain thoughts lodge within 

frru^ Prov. 24. 9, The thoughts of fodifhnefs is fin. 
(f^(Thought is the leaft motion of the mind, and whether 
fJVp wicked or good, it not hid from God, nor from 
> A Vice gerent, even Confcience; No thought can 

th f^"^ ' ^« - Joh4a . i . Nofecretdeflgni 
ough in the very heart of man, can be fo carried on 

^ that God cannot be privy to i t , Amas 4. 13. That 
±l^'artth to man what it his thought. NoW thought, 

7t>lo"^5 tnotion of the mind, yet being im-
Foycd With contiuual good objcas, as the Refutadi-

M an) 



f j 6 Signs of a Dying er decaying Chriflian, \ 
on, and Judgment to come, thinking fli l l what (hall S 
be the eftate of the faved and damned, hathbleffed 7 
force both upon the heart and converfation, to repy V 
late things there, and by all poffible means labours to / 
work fuch up to Gods likenefs, that they may have 7 
boldnefs in judgment v even fo (and let confcicnce now / 
fpeak ; letting the thoughts have to do ( fo asto '/ 
like of J thofe vain fliady delights, that the hearts o{ / 
men are apt to fee up to themfelves,as Unclean nefs,Co. 7 
vetoufnefs, &c. hath as great force on the conver. % 
fation to carry it Hell-ward. I t highly concerns i 
Chrinians therefore, to be upon the exaraination of f 
their Hate, as to thriving or decaying, and to fee to / 
the Thought what branch it bears; the beginnings of / ' 
fin inwardly being there, and be certain to pafsthis 
judgment upon fourfelve., that if to your thought.. / 
iour former dcareft luft in any branch of i t . or any . i 
l±cT fin be pleafant to you; that is.tall.loyely comely ,1 
or defirable; and not rather hateful, fnghtfu!, bur,;;!" 
thcnfome, black and hellifli- you area dying or de. 
caving to heaven, and heavenly things; and very fe j . i 
fonable to fuch may the counfcl of Peter be. Repent f 
ofthii thy wicksdnefs, and pray God the thought of thy} 
heart may be forgivn thee. I fball from hence take î ' 
occafion to give you fix Marks, by which you may f 
know when God will fuffcr your Return back to your 'f 

^old dearcft luft.or fome other lin^andthey may byGods f 
blcfiing and your care,flay iniquity in its firft motion, ' 

l i r f t . The firft Mark may be this, when after God 
hath pardoned the fins you once lived in, you arc not 
abafed in your own eyes, foastowalk humbler with 
God all your days: Now this is Gods great end in for, j ' 
giving all fin. 16. 62, 63. In>ill eflAblifhrny 
Covenant ^ith thee, and thou/halt know that J am the \^ 
Lord, that thoH maijl remember - ( mark t h a t ) md 

be 
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^''^o^founded, a»dftever cPift thy meftth mere, becaMft 

"^.1(0 % P>Ame, >ithen I m Tacificd towards thee, So 
n fCg"' • 30» 3». / w""''^/''^' yoH from all 
itstOt^""" ""cleamejfet, both guilt and filch, l^hen (hall yott 
' - ''.^'""*>l>eryour own evil wajs, and (ball lothe yourfelvet 
m ..^ *nyo»r own fight, for your iniquities. and (or your a. 

^^tnations. So that yon fee, God expeds to receive 
toe fruit of felf.abafement from the pardoned. 

Kut Secondly, When becaufe ofyour graces, you are 
n any meafure lifted up, to admiire grace more then 

' V " ? 1 i l ' " " * Srace here, I mean the Graces of gifts^ as abi-
V H P''«3<:f'. diftin<?t from the Graces of 

f j(t^] i:""^'''ty,Meeknefs and Charity ;for a man may be rich 
' NT and yet poor in the other. lO^-^i' 1,2,3. 

0*'^'*'Cif you muft diftinguifli between Graces and 
hotii^) Wir ' withwhat allowance the Scripture gives, other-
' or'"' fn"*^ will confound both by mixing them together j 
^'yi' v/, ^"°"gfi Graces be Gifts, and Gifts be Graces. 
V f*"̂ ' S^^'^^*^y"ot fuch as prove, th.it of neceffiry where 

« ^ ^ i f t s or Grarec nf PreachinS. or Pravinc, or 

la 

if<-, If ^"ts or Graces of Preaching, or Praying,, or 
I f f " Of u ^S^' or Tongueji are, there will be the Graces 

M'f thp ThaBikfulncfs; though it will prove 
•', / W p!, !̂  "lould be fuch Graces the rcafpn I conceive ly. 
'•^et>^' Th o ' ''"'^ >t may be worthy our tiotinp, ( thus) 

oD'^l Drn E'ft* '"n the fenfe we difiipguifli.arc more 
,,ofl V^^^^y S'ven o f God for the benefit of others; as 

M^Save his Spirit to Saul, for the benefit o f / / r ^ r / : 
lioV^ prn? ^"^^^ Graces are moft properly given for the 
? f ^ t r i l i -̂̂  becaufe wich the one we may pe. 
V " h bn K *"^^*''"t the other we cannot be faved. Now 
V " ' ' UfJ ^^y'̂ e Sign, and the diftindion may be of 
' l if lff ' ' fJ.' "confidered amoHg Churches, for experience 
^Ht thê  the humble in heart have ftood-with 

i in n w and mean pares, in the mean time tbofe tall 
. Vjiifts have fallen like Dafcn before the j^rk ; and 

http://th.it
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it is good none here be fecurc, for though Gifts t j ' / 
•Qraccs, and that from God the giver, y t t may a per % 
ifoh fall in love with the Gi f t , and himfelf for jj,*!]/, 
Gi f t as to be hfted up to the forgetting God the / 
Giver, a chroft, z6. 15, 16. compared withCA^ iV 

^^Thirdly. A third fign of Godsfufferingperfonstoy 
fall into fin, may be this; When fignal favour, fro^^ Ĉ? 
God given you arc not minded, but forgotten : There 7 
is none that lives but are more or lefs trycd by God ^ 1 ' ' 
this very kind.fome time or other of their hfe, forthcy4' 
are not only Carers in Gods common favours, .^.^if 
he daily bcftows upon all, as Rain, fruitfu feafo^, ,f 
food rayment, health, flrcngth, and the l ike, i^^lj 
a!fo fignal and fpecialfavours,as Redemption from the / 
Grave! when at the] very brink to vifible view, evc, y 
favours of fuch like kind as //r^^/ had, when the firft. 
born in £i;pt dyed, not a Dog barks againft 7y> ,̂̂  
when plague or Sword fwcepsaway by hundreds, ot, J 
ourrinht han i , and on our left, and we remain ut,. J 
touched; thisccrtainlyisnevcrtobeforgotten: fot^e 
red-Sea deliverance, the Pillar of Cloud by day, a^ j iy 
of Fire by night, together with the dividing of the 'ifs' 
^Vaters o f y W ^ w , are Parables doubtlels inGofpeiy 
days, and we under as gracious Obligations to rcmem- '>f' 
ber with thankfulnefs Gods loving kindnefs. D^y^ 11 
that good man, makes obfervation in this cafe of old V 
Jfradfind hath left their ftainfor generations to come, 
to read and take warning by. Pfal, i c6 , 9, 10, n * i'\ 
12, 13. God rebuked the red Sea, and itwasdryed/li 
up,* and redeemed them from the hand of their ene- i', ' 
mies; yet they foon forgot his "^lorkf, and waited not for 'jl/ 
his counfeli So 2 Chroi*. ^2. Z-,. Hez^ekjahwas fcl^ '''i 
to death, and he prayed to God, and he gave him a fig„. '.jj 
i>at He^^ekjabreftdryd net again according to the bene fit ' 

done 
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id!"' ^ ' w ; ( mark that ) his return was not as fignal as 

' j , favour, therefore God fuffcrs wrath to come upo n 
'fi: f which it is dear, that more then ordinary 

'favours, calls for more then ordinary returns -, and 
j5^>hereits a wanting, God is provoked to fuflfer fuch to 
fhW: I prgy njajfg this hint as acceptable, as i t is 

.fcafonable to thofe that (hall meet with it. 
J lourthly, A fourth Mark how perfons may know 
f/whcn God will fuffer them to fall into Sin ; Whenun-, 
,i[ii 4er great ftraits, you arc not much with God for wi(-
Jl'dom and counferj Negleft here maft needs be dange-
i'tous, for it is a kind of tempting God, a daring as i t 
f/'^cre the holy One of Ifrdel When under great traits 
/ t h a t for good ends he brings upon them, thcy^are care-
J{l!"«fs to requeahis help for their efcaping, andanfwer-
'•J^^^t gaining. No man that trades in the way to hea-
j^J'cn. but at times is exercifed with great ftraits of one 
'Jkind or another, the very entrance into it promifeth 
I / nothing Icfs. AlarkS.i^. tvhofocver will cms afttr 
' /we , let him take up h^Cr ofs daily and follow me ; So 
",(('that Jefus Chrift would have perfons count upon mtct-
/ '"g with hard things, that will be his Difciples; For 
tilrnan is (,orH to trouble as the^arkj fly upVeard. M 5-7^ 
k N o w that none may fink under them , Jefus Chrif t 
(j^hath made provifion, which if they neglcd they arc 
.Ake to periftj. Mat. 26. 4. The Shepheard JhaSbe 

•/f'nitteit, and the Sheep allfcattered; now the beft prc-
/̂('' 'ervative againft fuch a danger, is, JVatch and pray 

^ffhstt je enter not into temptation. Luke I J . 26. Mens 
ji, '1 hearts failing them for fear, and {or looking aftt^r what 

P>all come to pafs •, for the Towers of Heaven fhaU be 
P^,ihaken\: Therefore watch ye and pray always, tkatyg 
•ftl^.r»(iy be accounted worthy to efcape. By thefc Texts, to-
jff'jgecher w'lihThil. ^. 6. Be careful for nothing, bu.ti» 

thing by prayer and fupplication, let your rtquefis 
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he made mto God. Clearly noting,that pcrfotit % 
under ftraits, are not in Gods fecurity out of the way f i 
of prayer; well therefore may this prove an accepta. /'[( 
blc caution to every Chrittian, when he undergoeth h 
hisfhareintheCrofs ofJefas, to make his complai,^t A 
and carncft cries to him by prayer, with fupplication. ' i 
No doubt but fuch will find Chriftfeafonably helping / ( 
h im- but i f y o u find a fecure drowfinefs attend the IC 
hear't, then conclude your mifery is not yet at the |f jî  
height: The Difciples are found aflcep three times & 
tosether and cannot watch with thctr Lord one hour^ 
before their mifery will be greater by h,s being takca (li 
fram them: but I ftall end this Mark, leavmgfo, / 
our gracious pattern the example of Jefus Chr i f t j ' , 

W in^n Agony and/mat, it were great 
drops qf blood.he at that iime^f rayed the more earnefiij^ y 

take » Wife among tne unc.rcuu.tu.M, *^«. «r mtght!. 
(eek *» oecaftcrt againfi them: Even fo, doth not the t 
Devil make his attempts, whereby he may give an / , 
occafion to Gods People to fin; The ready clofingJ*"^ 
wherewith, temptcth him further to tempt thcm; / l 
and indeed tempteth God to leave them : Nowocca^ft 
fions to fin comes many wsys, and from differentjiJ 
obi'eas, that may have but httlebeginning, and yet ft 
rail condufions; foraetiraes the ear heareth that which f . 
fcts the heart on fire, foroetiroes the eye fceth that j 
which brings wo to the mind ; witnefs David, who / i 
at the top of hi? roof, as hr was walking, fecth Bath, /u 
Jheba waftiinghcr fclf, and her beauty paffing through / 
the cafement of his eyes; this fmall occafion took i i ' 
eolTeipon, and made h i m t prifoner to his great over-

r - I throw. 
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throw : So J»fi- 7. zi, Achanfa^ amoHgthefpeih, 

Ja geedly Babylmifi Garment, and a ff^edgeef Gold; 
n!^^^ fje looked and his heart lufied till he rvas ruined, 
v^^tiovf every man that knowethany thing of fins way, 
(*i,̂ knows that it feeks and takes occafion from very fmail 
t'jji; beginnings; Behold hew great a fire a little ffark. k}"-
fj^leth; it begins by little, taking its degrees, and 
W| ||is carried through the eyes to the thoughts, then to 
pJ^iconception, then to affcftion, then to confent, then 
ff',; to aftion .• Now the provifion the holy Scripture maJtes 
<! jj in this kind, is pofitivcly engaged by way of Precept, 
puTo abjlain from all appearances of evil, i Thcf. 5.22. 
oi' ^Clearly noting, that in order to perfons certain feeu-
isyrityfromthccommiflionof all evil, they rauflabflain 
/^ f rom its Appearance: very obfervable is Gods care 
f j to jfrael of old, no fooncr were they out of Egypt, 
t'^but he feeks to take all occafionsof fin outof their 
/ Way. Exed. 13. 17. And it came to pafs, that when 
J Pharaoh had let the People go, that God led them not 

m, through the Land of the Phihftines, although it wa* 
1, (̂ "'ar. ( note that ) lefi peradventure the people fee jyar, 
i^"! And return toEgypt again. So Exod.23. I J J 53-
ij^^i fo Deuc. 7, 15. Prov. 22. 24, 25. Thty mn!i cut 

down their graven Images, and burn them with fire^ 
AI and deftre none of the filver thats on them, left they be 
J * ^'^'"^^ them. So the wife- man, counfels to make 
S^^f Wo friendjhip Vfith an angry man, and with a furious ' 
^'jji '"*<in; no not to go, left we learn his ways, and get el fnare 
1 /̂ to our fouls. 
(y Sixthly, When you are not pitiful to the tempted,' 
y "l^t in your profperity forget their calamity ; God is 
V p * f e d many times to fuflcr Satan to be let loofc upon 
'1 '"^fne ChrilUans, and to try them forely, yea, toen-

gage them deep in aflual War, whilcft other Chriftians 
j / 55 it were, are lookers on, to let the one fee how 
/ ' N 4 ' weak 
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weak he is in the hands o f thisfpiricual Adrerfary, if /''' 
left tohimfelf; and to try the other, what frame of ' 
heart he carries towards his brother in diftrefs, anj jli'''' 
this i f wifely improved tunrs to the great advantage of / 
both: The perfonal fufferer, i f he endure, becomes / 
heir to thepromifc, annexed to the condition of the 
tempted. Jam. i . 12. And the looker on, i f he by 
beholding is fo enflamed with zealous love and pity r 
to his fuffering brother, that he greatly fuffcrs alfo ; ' / { 
The one is of ended, the other hnrns 2 <-Or.ii. 2^ 
When airthc firength a poor tempted foal hath, is CR, y l 
aaaed in hot fight with the Devil, Flcfh, and World f' 
then pity from lookers on, proves like a frefh recruj,, 
£0 a fliatteced Army, it fo fuits with Gods will, ati j V 
with the temptcds want; whereas on the contrary, 
want of pity in lookers on, as i t ftrengthcns the hands 
of the Adverfary, and tempts the courage of the trou, 
bled to grow flat. Now this fixth Mark is fi/amed to . f 
rhac end i f the Lord will, that lookers on may not \ 
only know what frame of heart they arc to be of in V 
fuch fcafon; but to provoke them to make haft to i t . / , 
in Amos 6. 4- there was neglcd to this duty, andic-lt'^ 
Eneeis with a fad falute; fVo to them that are at eafe,« >̂, 
Zto*>, that lie uf on on beds of Ivory, that drinf^wine ,1' 

Bawls, but are not grieved for the AffliElions ef |o , ). 
f e p , . No iniqaity ( mark that) fo provokes God V', 
as to be preferred in punifhment before this; They / 
tnuk go into Captivity. Veith thefrft that go Captive, 'f 
Amos I . I I . Numb. 20. from the 14. to the zz^ 
God will not bear fuch a pitilcfs heart in his very Ene^ ''j^ 
mies. Ifa. 47- <5 / WM wrath with my People, a»d )f 
gave them into thy hands ; and upon thy ancient very / 
heavily W f^^o" ^•^ '^'^ thf yoke ; Therefore in one day 
JhaH come upon thee Icfs of Children, and tvidow^hood. Jl" 
Remember therefore thofe that are in Bonds^ 04 bound 

"ifith 
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Iff "^ith them, and them that f u f f t r Jdverptj, as being 
j / alfo of thtfame Body. Heb. 13. Read and confidcr, 
jjif and the good Lord give you undcrttanding; Amm. 
J And fo pafs to the 27 jA, Sign. 

h — _ ^ 

liin'; C H A P . x x v n . 
J' 

> shewing Satans way, by which he gets in our day moff' 
advantage uptn Churches ; and a plain difcoverj 

\f "• of thefirfl rife of the Quakers; Shewing *lfo the great 
'A Law of Edification, to be preferred in all marine ; 
/ with Cautions to fuch as live out of all Church way; 
J yifkh Cautions how Churches are to behave themfelves 
J in time of reB fre,m perfeeution, 

J j - S I G N , x x v i r . 
it 

W H en you are mighty curiom about the Ujjer 
^ matters of Gods Larv, and mighty care-

•h f f s aleut the rteightier. 
f W h e n Satan thegrand Engine of hegining and per-
f y fcding a Chriflians ruine, cannot at once knock his 
'I'.I beart and hands from off the Ordinances of Gods 
>[_^i Houfc, thereby to make him deftitute of the 

very means to good, he ufually works this way, 
, 1 where he finds meet fubjefts to be working upon, W t . 

: y Make fomc more curious by far then God would have 
them ; and fo wholly taken up with the lelTcr matters 
of Gods Law, that he may have the fairer opportuni-

' V to make them as carelcfs in the weightier -, by this 
' y manner of drefs he deceives far more, then by his 
^[J common known drefs of vifible prophancncfs ; this 
j / ^""G fo far from the road of the rude ranting way, 
7 «hal 



V; 
if' 

I S 4 Signs 9f drying fir decapng Chilian, V 

that it ftiowf, yea and prctendsto exceed Chriflians 1̂ 
in their right Saint-Uke way, carrying with i t profg, / 
flion o f , and contention for commands of God I i 
tVhich fpirit meeting with ignorant and mconfiderate 
ceoplcmakes a noife as though it would drive thcworld h 
fccfore i t , while the fairer, furer Chriftian that carries f\\ 
on his matters tcrapcratfcly, giving due refpea to eve. f 
TV command, yet f« tns in their JV?'«f*"""" fo dim. h 
that they are ready to bid him ftand further off, c^ey i\ 

^ ' ^ l i ' d ^ S e f t t a w o n d e r f b l m ^ 
^\lLnt all doubt worketb mightily, not only among 
r i S u S e s , but in and among the People calle§ 
%tiAkers, whofc fpirit K yet kept under by tbe wife 
GSa, till a ?iper feafon, from (hewing itfelf i n i h , t . 
Atheifts drefs. that certainly it did nfe from 
certainly will end in . They being of aU people Pha. / 
rafaicallike,out of all cry.contenders for that that com-/ 
naratively is but the fliell of Chriflianity, andare forf' 
far from contending for that they fet themfelves even^ 
asainft the kernel or fubftance of Religion ; andthe;;* 
Church of God can truly witnefs this, forfrom among r, 
thcmfelves are fome gone out, with as fair pretences as \ i 
can be of living more toGod in the Spirit and power of / 
holinefs, and yet quickly {hewing themfclves in the / , 
myftery of carrying on moft abominable AtheiUical "fu 
principles of denying both the Refurredion of the / 
body from the grave of the earth, and Judgment day / 
to come; And fo bend their bow at the overthrowing f 
the very foundation of godlinefs, in the myftcryof / 
BgjftiaM darknefs, and yet under the highefl preten d* 
ces of Angel-light. It is dearly evident, that the firft ,|' 
rife of that fpirit laid its beginning upon ihcfe very 'f 
material*, of being curious intheleffer, and carelefs |{i 
in ihe weightier, making nothingfecrctly to a.^grofs 

abomination 
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yl abomination ( as fopie can witnefs) yet to publick 
' .(j view, where they might have the fairer advantage to 
|̂(? deceive the fimple, did make great fliow of tender 

y refpea: to fome lelTcr matters of Gods L a w ; and in-
"^Mecd ouc-talk every body, while God knows they 
i'Jliidid no£ thns plead out of true love to Gods Law 

L,|i' tbat they had, but becaufc no bait would fo fi t 
V«( their hook, and carry on the bufinefs they defigned 
#;,! like this. 

Now Satan himfelf full well knows, tbat it is in vain 
for him to expea thcaccompliniingany grcatdtfign 

i among the feparated Churches, any other way, for 
iJiii filthincfs of flefti is fo manifeft.that every body among 
i l ' i them that knows but any thing, knows they areje-
r j deemed from that, but filtfaincfs of the fpint which 
; r l works fecretly, and yet ends carnally and mortally, 
ji' l is his grand working way ; which doubtlefs the Apo-
\h ftle well knew, when he gave this exhortation to tlie 
m Corinth Church, with this defcription, which 1 pray 

obfcrvc. Chaf 7. i. where he bcfeechcch them not 
only, u cUanfe themfelves from all-fihhtnefs of the 

f \ flefh ., but by way of diftindion, filthinefs of Sptrr. 
f'J Alfo; and that in order to their pcrtictuigljoluuli^ 
('"j in m feauof cPoD. Read alfo//"^. 30 21. And by 
f j this myfterious means he t<ikes in fome place, and a-
" } ">ong fome people by companies, that moft of tiiem 

in their true Church Handing were the carnnlleft, 
(\i mcan.andignoranceftChrirtians, having in them as l i t -
| y tic experience as could be of the power of ( jodhncfs; 
y fo little, that i f they had any lefs, would have had 

too little to be born by the Church-, yet intangling 
"If̂  thcmfelvcs with this fpirit deceit, ( or filthincfs of 

fpirit ) have grown mighty confident, bold, and l i f t -
\l td up, too wife for their teachers, defpifing thofe far 
V before ihcm in grace, yet far behind them in their ac-

,fl count 
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counc; and very juflly may and doth the Lord let i'*̂  
fuch fall into fpiritual deceit, notwithftanding they l'^ 
plead for fome of his own law, they being moit care-
Icfs, where he would have them moH careful; foren- / 
dcrs their care in the lefler, while carclcft in the great, /t 
er of no account with him at all, he taking no pJe,. i ' 
fare in fuch, but greatly difdaining them. Afat. j j ^ / 
22. iVo unttyou Scribes and Pharisees f,r youp^y L 
tythofmint, Jnnife, and Cummtn, and have on^iu^d L 
L m i m ^ t matters of the Law They ire nad^t I 
Gods wo. though they do what they ought to do, i 
vet in leaving undone fomethtng toClghtter . tha^ / 
ought to be done alfo. Multitudes as the Scripture / , 
witticflcth have been, and God knows in our days U 
are, deceived in this matter, who content thcmfelvey, f'^ 
fomc in being mighty juft between man, and man /''̂  
which in it felf is good, yet loofc in other matters! 'L 
others great Church-men, yet abominable proud, co' f . 
vetous, or both, much like thofe. I/a. 58. 2. That 
feek God daily, and delight to know iis \>^ayes» ( mark A 
that) Ma Nation that did righteottfMefsy and delight K 
in approching to God; jea, they fafl and affliU their I'\ 
Souls. Howexcellcnt are all thefc things mentioned, f \ 
and worthy our noting ? that though found in this pra' f \ 
dice, yet fent to by God to be told of their fins all f J 
which noted together proves, that faithfulncfs in fome / 

,1 

truths, while unfaithful in other truths, more, or as 
material renders the fervices of fuch to be of no ac­
c o u n t a l l which I have briefly noted for caution to fi^ 
two forts of people in fpecial. ^> 

Firft, Such as live out of moft way of Gofpel fepa. j 
ration, and yet keeping themfelves under the obfer- 'f 
vation of fome truths, that confcience and the light of ^ 
nature diftates to them, though under apparent neg. j, 
{c<a , and in difobediencc to many known Gofpel-

truths • 
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# truths i that they know or cafily may know, foIJow-
J ingthc Counfelof God, to crj after knovUdge, and 
d\ their vojcefor fiMderfiandingi fearching M thej 
y, f f arch for their filver; digging oi they dig for their hid 
i j treafure : That is, taking as great pains ior the know-
|iy ledge of the true treafure, as they take to poflcfs 
if iiiemfelves with worldly treeafurc; for the getting 
ft^ whereof they rife up Early, goto bed Late, and eat 
\i\ ^ '"'ead of painfulnefs; but all this while content 

\ i ^|]^™felves with lazie defires, and faint wiflics after 
' Y the true trcafure, and will not clofe with any thing 

^"^t proves coftly in getting or keeping. James x.ig. 
"1 telievtB there is one Cod, thou dofiweS, the De* 

-Vils alfo helieve and tremble hut thou \filt k»ort> 0 vain 
^\ *bat faith Veithout mrks is dead, being alone 
M Therefore faith muft be of a Gofpel kind, and proved 
f^^_ to be fo by Gofpel works: Though a man fliould beg 
111, I pardon of his fin, of lying, cheating, covctoufnefs, 
fif',,1 Or uncleanncfs, or fuch like works of the fltftiall his 
jj)̂  dayes, and yet continue in any, or all of thefe j yea, 

jl though he could cry for it,till his hcarc-ftrings break,hc 
f.f P'uftmifsof it, asking out of the way of the promife, 
y '^^'^^^ pardon is decreed by the God of Heaven to 
« ' ne given/o'that every repentance fuppofcd to be right, 
Hi'jjl may be wrong, and that faith not of a Gofpel kind, 
!'V 'hough of a Gofpcl flicw ; I f a man would have Sal-
'̂ f,i«! '^"'^ fi"*' or Chrift and his fins too, he goes 
V ' '̂"^ o f the channel of the penitent, who are wont to 
V t?"*^ forrow for fin, and turning from fin. 
' i ^ S •' 3 • He that covereth his fins,(hall not proffer, 
l> but who fo confeffeth «»i iFojfafeEtl) them, fhaUhaVe 

||{ ^ercj. 
K ? d e c e i t f u l hearts, through the Devils wiles: 
% I J"*^ promifes of Glory, taking part for the 
/; .wnoic, having confident depcadance upon thepromi-

ii fes 
/ i 
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fes of life •, and can cite m.my Scriptures wherein are 1/ 
gracious promifes made by God to finners; but never 
confider what iiitiios; of Tinners they be, to whom i"' 
the promifes are made, neither take any due care to f 
perform the condition the proraife is made upon. / 
fo plcafe themfclvet in the hope of Heaven, notdili . 
Ecntly weighing the foundation their hope is built }\, 
Spon. I t is like to prove with futh, ^ wtth a hungry / 
^an, ht drcamth. aMhoU he eatcth^ hut he .^^^^^ J 
cth andh.fculuempty. \h. 29. 8. ^'^l^'Y^no / 
ChrilUn the great day, we have eaten and drii»k_tn thy t"' 
vrefmce, and thou haft taught in our fireets, therefore 
Lord Lord, open to tts ; depart from me ye workers 
of inanity; whofc hope muft perifti in being not of 
that purifying kind, that renews the foul God.ward, 
but liill allows ti.c fledi a commanding power, 
forretting that great mark, which proves the hopcof 
Gods Elc^a CO be of tbe right kind i $ i . 
And every one that hath ilCijis t)?opC in him, purtfytth 
himfelf even oi he u pure. . , 

Secondly, Let this fcrve for caution to fuch m 
Churches, as are, or are like to be curious in the lefTer, 
wliiles carelcfs in the greater. Great hath been the 
trouble of fuch Churches as can witnefs this decay to 
hfive been amonfiil them i t f t i l l took the mofl incon-
fiderate, that lived too much below comparifon in 
Gods Law, where or when to be more or lefs in con. 
defceiition in order to the belt maintaining edification ; 
which is the great end of all inflitution : they forget-, 
ting, or not knowing this, have gone founfeafonable 
aboiit fetting up the iefftr, thac they have dcbafed the 
weighrier ; making the remedy prove far worfethcn 
the difeafe ; carrying on this work with fuch manner 
of management, that an indifferent Oandet by could 
nor but imagine,.that furc the whole will of God, 

lay 
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?̂' lay in the one, two or three Icffcr things, that they fo 

y pleaded for • efpccially, feeing it carried on with thac 
'ijraeat of Spirit, and refolution of takingplace, that the 
i jthonds of love, and Church-Gommunion could not 
,',(!;hoId chem. 
(ijii' Whence hath the div'ifions among thefe Gofpel-
9 jiChurches, both in affeftion and praSicc rifen, i f not 
(!'ij(from this very root ? Cannot hundreds witnefs, yta 
t'yand mourn for what they know in this matter ? Kach 
ii!*j(,inot the great law of love, and the great defign of all 
(('^Ordinances, to wi t . Edification, been facrih'ccd for 
fi ' the will of fome novelties ? I know what I fpeak to be 
li^iftrmh, and that I have many witneffcs. 
ih i The honour of God, the credit of his Religion, 
,^'>hen it hath come in competition, hath been lefs pre-
1,1/iifcrred then fome new apprehenfion, i f not fome old 
i|t''fCrrour newly cfpoufed- doth not this preacfi perfons 
JfSl Wonderfully carnal, and wife in their own conceits 
s {J How far have fuch ̂ one from Cbrifls good example ? 
( YA have jet ma»j things to faj to jo», but j/e cannot 
I,' ^(ir them now. Let us mind a little, their befl feafon 

f/of receiving was Chrifls befl feafon of declaring: 
, iJiOoth not Chrift by this, teach every Difciple of his, 
flytodigeftwellthemfclvcs? 
fd Firfl, What they have to offer before they offer it 
)i' if «tid the befl feafon too -, may not, nay have not fome 
H" hy feektng before due feafon, to fet op fome one leffer 
if'j/'aw. thrown down ieveral greater laws; nay hath not 
W>^^^ nnfeafonably bringing in the truth, together with 
ii'ji/tthe ill management thereof brought into the Church 

by head and flhouldcrs, Envying, Strife, and Divifton^. 
Ji^^^ caft out Humblenefs of mind. Long-fnfering, Gen^ 
'^f}^'^»'fs and Bowels? Doth not the holy Apoftlc fet a 
tf}^^\' for all, howtowalk in thisrefped? iCor.^. il 
U^'^ dl Brethren cottldmt£feak,»>'f<i jo^y asmtoffiri' 
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tual, iftt as mto carnal, evevbahtsinChri^ I h^tie l' 
fed yott Vfith milk, and not ^Ith meat, for hitherto jg - J-
have not been able to bear it, neither yet are ye ^bu ? 
Doth not he here confider their inward conftitutjon* 
and prepare his dilh to their ftomack? And is not this f 
Heavens road, way to bring in the greater f By an or. i 
dcrly firft bringing in the leffcr ; witnefs this holy 4 , / 
poftks carriage. iCor. 12. 17*18. »9 Did ir^^j^^i 
again of you, by any < y ' ^ . ^ ' ^ ^ ; ? ^ . ^ A 
Ticus, and with kim I fe^t ^ brother ^^^^^^m^l^i 
a lain of you ? tf^'fP'^^ before God tn Chrtfl V,e do f 
tLzs Jear/j beloved for your edtfpng, he had rcfpe,^ / 
to t^cgre.u defign. Edification and when requiring 
their performance of a IcfTer duty, to wi t , givi^i f 
their temporals to them from^homthey received fpwtf^ 
tuals, even as the Lord hath ordained; that they that f\ 
preach the GofpelP^ou/d live of the Gofpel: Yet as I ftj^ / . 
but now, i f the calling for the performance of this J, 
duty will not ftand with their edification in the main / 
he will rather preach the Gofpcl of God freely.- 2 Cor\ i 
11. 9. l^ut VchcK I was prefent with you, ( Huo 'ilHant, f 
f D ) / was chargeable to no man, and in all things I have 1 
kept my felf from being burthenfome to you; andfo if,' 
wiS keep my felf: you fee, though he wants necefTaries f 
he will cake nothing of them, bat rather over-bur«('!! 
then other Churches that are better fpirited to bear 
i t , then among this people labour in vain; may not all Ji'' 
mournforGofpcl-iofs,through the want o f f uch walking'/ 
one towards another in our days? Howprofperousiniil 
probability, may not I fay in certainty had the truth r 
been over it is, through our Nation , had it not been 
fo r thofe divifions that now are among the Churches? 
Whofe beginn'ngs came in this way ? I dofecrctly re- i i ' 
Joyce, to think what a bleftediffae would have bceti p'' 
fespcd of general Ifarmony^acjiongft Gods Children, 

'̂ ' • while 



F ̂  Sigtts ef A Dying er decaying Chriftian, 191 
/ while all pcrfons in all places, and among all people 
i);I i"pokc the fame things. 
f But on the contrary, here the Church reftsfrom 
\\ Perfecution or Trouble without, what then follows? 
' i Doth Ihc not fettle upon her Lees, while ftie was 
Ji* troubled, Ore united and became one flioulder to 

every burden, now {he hath reft? What doch God 
J ^ H for, that then (lie be edifycd, and walk in the 

n Fear of the Lord, and in the Comfort of the Holy-
7 <^hoft, and increafed, growing more in goodnefs 

j'W and greatncfs may it not be for Lamencacion, chat 
ti Eiperience ha'th told us the contrary,whcn the Church 
h t>ad reft in times paft, grew (he not C4r«^/, FrowArd, 
fft^orldlj, Proud CenforioM, Enviom, J^uarrel-
t\I>'m, and fell from Httmilhy and GemUneft, into 
/ f E m u l M , jvrath. Strife, Sedition; and fot ttii^ 
if I nath not God fcourged fome to lofs of Subftancc; 
(if; Others of Life i t felf, and driven all back mto Bgypt, 

Agam, fhiU twelve years experience be fufficient to 
Warn us for ever to Live in Love, feemg now there 

flif':'' lil^c to come a little time of reviving agam? Would 
•(''I'̂ ^e have it laft long, and end in Weal ? Let us labour 

vvith might after the good Apoftles Spirit, to be all 
>7 things, and do all things to Edif^cacion. My Fellow 
/ i j Travellers for feruftlem the City of God ; let us 
f^ f tudy that Lefton, not rcfting (hort of living the life 
; f i / ^ f ' t . Phil, 2. Let nothing he done through firife or 
f i tJain glorj^' hut in lowlimfs of mind let each cfleem others 

^"ter then themfelves ; This will bring into their Can-
ydlefttcks thofe two glorious lights of Gods-Houfe 
•oy P E A C E and L O V E, while we efteem others bec-
id'/ ter then our fclves, there will be Love, and where 
'fJ Love i s , there will be forbearance it beareth all 

thinpis, it hopeth all things, endureth all tbines, 
and is kind j and where this Love i f , there will be 

5,1̂  0 • Pe^« ; 
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peace, and a habitation fitted for the Prince of peace 
to take up his abode in. Alas, Alas, Loth not the 
Adverfary hinder the Building greatly ? while he can 
truly fay, do you not fee how they are divided among 
thcmfelves, and lay low one another ? Doth not alfo 
the Gonfcious fceker fiumble greatly at this, and fay 
what fliall I d o W h e r e to fettle I cannot tell ? Loth 
not the carnal Chriftianbecaofe of this plcafe bimfcif^ 
that he is got into the world of liberty from all 
Church-way ? O that the Lord would be intreated to 
awaken the upright / yet to make it their prayer, and 
care night and day, how they may m Places, Timet 
Things, efpccially in the main, both to fpeak and do 
the fatnc thing ; this will be bleffed with better fuc. 
cefs to God and Gofpel, in one year, then thebeft 
indeavours of another kind, for time pafl hath been 
in twenty years. . , . . 
r«. I have donc,and the good Lord begin to fet this my 
humble caution to Churches home, that they all may 
take the good Apoftlesrule. i Cor. 14. 26. Ho"^ 
then brethren, When you come together, every out hath 
t i f f aim, hathaDoUrtne, hathaTongue, hathaRf 
•relation, hath-an interpretation t JtCt nil t i j t n p jjg 

, j;oncto€t)ff}>tng. 

if 
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iii C H A ^ . x x v m . 

, f | | shelving the fieceffity of humble waiting, and confideni-
depending upon the holy Spirit, to help in the great 
work, of mortification; the neceffity Whereof isfheWed 

(lii'jil infeven particulars, with fix direQions how to get and 
f M keep this holy Spirit. 
f f . 
h S I G N X X v m . 
r'A 
m X K J i i f n the holy Spirits help to the great ivori 
y V V of mortification, feems not of abfelute ne 
M cefsiiyto you, 
y, Thac is, its working help, and way is not taken 
|] ̂  heed to : neceffity of the holy Spirits help in this tnat-

I ' ^ f of greatconcernment, cannot be known, foasto 
A he to this great end worthily improved, without know-
d 'edge to a good degree, how in this great work the 

[jf holy Spirits help is concerned, and whether fo concern-
ed, that Without its help, mortification of fin in its 

'V, right order, cannot be brought about. Now where 
!. 1* the holy Spirit is fought unto,and humbly waited upon 

for help, he doth ftiew himfelf helpful in thefe par­
ticulars. 

Firli, In fortifying tlie mind of a Chriflian with fp i r i -
"̂ Qal materials, meet to wage war with the fpiritual ad-
verfaries,F/f/5,^rflr/^^, and Devil, all which are ftrong-

/ 'yingaged againft a poor convert. Gal. 5.7. Thefle/i 
l»flcth againfi the Spirit j defirjng and ftriving todo 
^hat is dircftly contrary to the Spirit, likeaperfciS 

j) ^Ppofite, aiming and ftriving to fet up all impurity, 
i contrary to, or againft the Spirits purity. Now the 

O i Ttxiiii 
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mind being the moft noble part in man, that the fleft, 
is moft ing.lged againft-, fo that Pfrtr in his i jjjpjy^^ 
z. 4 , 12. caucion& tHabflaU fromflellljlufis, rehich 
war agaiKjl the foul, or mind ; therefore faith the lioly 
•ApolUeSt. Paul Rom.:j.zZ. 1 fee a Law in my mem-
hers, Warring againji:. the La\'>? of my mind, to lead 
me capti-ve to the Law of Jin, in my members j And 
fsith Jefas Chnft- ^^ ' '^- ,2^̂  "3 7- Thou fUlt love the 
Lord thy God with alt thy foul, and with all thy mind 
Ail which together, proving the mind to be the moft 
noble part,3t which the holy Spirit to poffef, with good, 
and the adverfary to poflefs with b.̂ d hath a chief 
-md only aim, knowing right well, that conqueft 
there carries away the whole man •, and therefore the 
•^aions of {lood men, and wicked men, aremore or 
iefs reputed good or bad, as they are more or lefs 
managed with the i f i n ^ ' . Nehem.^.6,7. Thebm/. 
dert that wrought upon the \^all, With o«e hand, held a 
weavon and With the other hand wrought tn the wor{. 
for 'the people had a 05inP tn worl^: which notes how 
mifbt i ly a willing, mind doth contribtire toafUctefs-

fall work; and thiit this is greatly eflcemed ofTby God. 
read ///!.'26, 3. Thou wilt keep him in ^srfcB peace 
ivhofe mind is flayed on thee -, thou wilt keep them, 
fbch are the proper fiibjefts of (>ods great care.whofe 
minds on God is ftaiyed, and they Hi^Il have peace, 
pence, that is, peace in itsheft performances, and in 
;\1l its'degrees.- f'eace at home, abroad, in ftormj^ 
;Ti cilms; within, without, equivalent with that blel 
Hmg annexed to commaiidment.kecpcrs. Bettt. 28. 
Iiccinning. But on the contrary. Prov. 31. 29.' 
7 he facrifice of the Wickedu abomination to the Lord-
\: Ui iitHCi) tuoj-u, when he brings it with a wicked 
"' 'inS; So that at the beft the wickeds ficrificcs are 
abominable, but how much more, when they come 

' . with 
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with amindfetonwickednefs? P^;/.?, 18, 19. Foy 

jfl't many walk, of Whom I have told ym often, and non> tell 
'•^, JOH eve'n weeping, they are ersemiej of theCrofs of Chrifi, 

ntind earthly things'. Now all this prernifed, b r i 
l̂ jiiS'l fpeaits the neCclTity of the holy Spirits help to fortiffe 
y''^ the tnind with fpiritual materials, meet to wage war 

with the fpiritual adverfary ; for the fruit of the Spirit 
)f t6 in allgoodnefs, righteoufmfs and truth, proving what 

is acceptable ta God; and is therefore piit in oppofition 
^̂ •̂  to the works of the flcfh. Ephef. 5:. 9, 10. Gal. 5. 

22. But the fruits of the Spirit is love, jsj, peace, 
. J' nteekriefs, long-fuffcring, gcntlcnefs, goodnefs, faith ; 
\k now a mind deftiture of this holy Spirits fruir, isno^ ' 
V5 "^^y *hle to withllatid the morionsof the fiefh ; but 

is cirried captive with every luflfulbait at the temp-
ters w i l l ; for they that are after the (lejii, don?indthe 

11/ ^hi»g, of the flefb ; and as it is the cire of the evil one, 
y i to have the mind of fjnnersinhis poffefilon; even fo 

the firft, work the holy Spirit doth upon the con-
'J verted, is to put Gods law into their nf)ind, by demol-
ji/' lifhing thofc dark work', in thofe that turn to God, 

'j,,/';: hoth in Debating what was, and in Exalting wh.it was 
ij/Jj; not. Ephef. 4.^17. This I fay therefore, and te/lifle 
J]} Lord, that ynm walk, not as other Gentiles Walk, 
ĵ((f̂  »« the vanities of their mini, verfe 22. But that yen 

P'*t off concerning the former converfation, the old man , 
/Jf his deeds; and then is a ncceftity of pming 
•'V v! ^'"'^ ^^^^^' *f houfe, or 
\fd ^^^^ l"^ empty, fwcpt, andgarni^edfrom Mh^d, and 
|,f : yet not poffcrt with like good, the evil one enters a-
f l Bain, and makes the cafe worfe then before ; Ail which 
' ] / ĥe necefficy of having dependence upon the ho­
ly 7/.P""'J. Ephef 3.16,17. To fortifie the mind with 
W _v'"j"^'™^terials, meet to waqe war xvith thisfpiritu-
5 r^^'lverfary ; and thus 1 have done with the firft mark 
il( ""dcometothcfecond. O 3 Second'. 
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Secondly, I t is the Spirits work, todifcovcr tothe 

Cliriftian man, wherein his danger moft lies ^ that is 
by what bait, and to what evils the tempter is moft 
like to draw him ; Ignorance here caufeth people to 
go into the tempters way, and without defilement 
more or lcf», they can hardly return, and furely Solo­
mon alludes to this in one of his petitions to God for 
Ifrad. \ Kings 8. 38. iVhatfrayer mdfupplicatio^ 
(,ever he madehy anj man,or by allthy peoplelhityhich 
(hall know every man the piagt.C of hts Otott It^cart : 
dearly implying, that among Ijrad there might be. 
that did no? know their 0\13ll ^tm^ ^^^^m. 
wherein their danger raoft lay Now the holy Spirit 
was civcn to inftruft them, and fo witneffeth, Nehem. 
p. 20 Thou gavefi thy good Spirit tctnflrul} them ^ 
the manner how is fet out in, Exod. 1^,17. And it 
came to pafs when Pharaoh had let the people go th^t 
God led them not through the-way « / P f t l l l f t i n e i ; 
altheugh that wof near, for God faid, left they repent 
wbep they fee war, and return to Egypt aratn ^ is 
veryqueftionabic, if not out of doubt, that this dan-
ger was not in tfieir eye at all, hut God led them ( faith 
Motes,)by his Spirit, faitb Nehemiah; clearly noting, 
that pcrfons hearkning, find the holy Spirit not want­
ing to lead them in the beft way, and fet before them 
the greateft danger; one text more and fo I have done 
with this. y/rf. 29.24. They alfo that erred in spirit^ 
fhall come to underfianding, and they that murmured 
Shall learn BoBrineThey that through ignorance' 
went aftray, ftiall come to underftanding, or know 
their beft way ; and they that did repine, fliall learn 
DocSrine. or be better taught. 

Thirdly, The Spirits work is to difcover both the 
flrength of the ccmpcer, and temptation, (hewing 
fo the Chriftian man thefe tvyo things, 

r i r f t . 
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Firrt, That the tempter can but intice, notinforcc. 

ÎT, Secondly, That the ftrength of his temptation lies 
d'i in prefent things. 
llif.j l irft . He can and doth prepare fuitable baits and 

Ij/jfnares, but all he doth do, and can do, amounts but 
|jif|to thus much j Therefore greater is he that is injoa, 

j ' ' thtrt he that is againfi you; which confideration tends 
'ji!''; greatly to a believers fupport, while he is able to fay, 
''^fJ know it muft be my fault i f I fin againft my God, 
'll^Cfor the tempter cannot force me, neither did he ever 
'(/'force any, he can and doth proffer his ware, putting 
y^thc beft face upon i t , as you may fee, C^*. 3.4. 5' 
[/•:AHd the Serpent faith to the ti^owan, ye (hall not furely 
* ' ; for God doth know in the day jou eat thereof, your 

fball he opened, and (hall he as Gods, immnggood 
y and evil. Here he makes bis bait pleafanc, and to pro-
' / tnife greater priviledge then yet they had -, with whicti 
'V the woman is taken-, And when the Wonranfaw that 
^'J\ *he fruit was good, and that itwaspleafanttotheeye, 
& She took, thereof and did eat; contrary to the Law. So 
V ?o[h. 7. 20, 21. fVhen Acban faw among the fpotls a 
... .. Zoodly Bahylonifh Garment, and a Wedge of Gold, he 
f / coveted them; which notes, that the Devils power to 

take centers in preparing fair oucfides, which carries 
% fome after deftruftion.as the Oxc goeth to the ftaugh-
,;[/; ttfr, not knowing that ic is for his l i f e a n d indeed as 
i f t his trade lies in (hows, fo the people he tradeth among, 
f'. r without which he could not trade at all to any ad-

vantage ; are filly people • and though filly people, 
/,) yet he tradeth altogether in the dark, and therefore is 
i j called the Ruler of darknefs. Ephef. 6. 12. And his 

^i»gdom a Kingdom of darklefs. Col i . ? . And dare 
f »otcome to the light, for fear his deeds (hould he made 
J WMifeft, 

i' 
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Secondly, As he thus trades, and thefe arc the peo­

ple hetradeth with • fo theftrength of his ceraptationi 
tenters in prcfent things; I t is all he can make fnarcs 
and tcinptations of, as is evident by thefe Texts 

• Mom. 8: i 8 . n ^ M e n M ^ J o / ' ^ ^ l ^ ^ f c n t w o ^ / ^ ^ ^ ; 
not mrthj to be compared with the glory that Jhalt be 
vealcd in us . So Gal. i . 4- S''^' ^'>»M for 
that he might redeem us from this j f jc lent evtl iv^yi^ 
2 Tim 4. 10. Xytrai%hathforjakenme havingiy^,, 
braced the XHtitWt mrld Now all thefe Scriptures 
fpeak the tempters firength to he inprefent thing,, 
which made the holy Apollle have light account of hi; 
fuffering z Cor. ^.17. For our light Ajjltaion which 
u but for a moment, werkethfor tu afar more exceeding 
and eternal might ef glory. He compareth it with the 
ftat'e to come, gives it the next count to a cypher, 
calling it momentary ; and the utraoft we can make' 
or any finner that hves at greatcfl height of worldly 
pleafnre, mull confefs all prefcnt things will amount to 
but thefe three. . . . . . 

Firfl , Such as goeth but Shin-decp. 
Secondly, Such as may properly be called minute 

|oy, thac is ours this minute, but either it taken from 
us 'or we from it next minute, i t lafls not. 

'Thirdly, At the longed worldly pleafure ferveth 
us btic till we come to the grave, and there it leaves 
us. 

Having now done with the third Difcoverv of the 
holy Spirits help, I fhall briefly add two or three more 
and pafs to the Tjventy ninth Sign of a dying Chri-
flian. 

Fourthly, The holy Spirit difcovers what unprofi-
tablenefs is found in fin afrer committed, working 
fJrong convictions upon the heart of the finncr, and 
forceth hicn to confefs that hisengerpurfuit after bis 

fin 
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.jfi/'Tin, now he hath had his hearts defire granted, cQn-
'' jf trails but wo and forrow, though fwecc in the mouth 
(i',5<i while eating, yet bitter in the belly when eaten. MarJ^ 

<̂5j 37. ivhat fiaflit profit Ama>ftogai»tkewkile 
in, World, and loofe hk foul f Or What flail a man give i» 

Exchange for his fault When fuch texts as this is 
[(fybrought home to the confcience, it doth fo awakdn 
ji'ji'where not willingly withftood, that fins-hold muft 
ji«jineeds fall. 
ih Fifthly, The Spirit furniflieth the Chriflian with 
Id jî f^Piritual Arguments , bearing fuch force upon his 
i#„ 'heart, as makes him able to break out with fuch replies 

as thefe. 
fa Firft, All the Devil hath to make an argument of, 
(f yis but prefcnt things, and they fuit not with my perfon, 
^/ffor my perfon is made up of foul and body, and all 
{t̂ '/he offereth, doth but refpeft and ferve that body, 
ii'/that fliortly muft be worms.meat; and therefore 
fi^^ will not profit me to lofe ray foul for prefent 
jitV things. 
f Secondly, As all he hath to make an Argument of, 

flits not with my perfon •, in like manner, it fuits 
li' "ot with my condition; for i f I have all that heart 

î 'y*̂ an wif t i , i t carries me but to the grave, and there 
'eaves me, and wo be to me i f fuch works follow mc; 

(|l for alas I muft be raifed again, and h that fometh to the 
'h flfJ^. Jhalhf thefie/h reap corruption. 
f' Sixthly, The holy Spirit helps in lending the im-

! tnediate fupplies of new ftrength proportionable 
Y to our flraits, and will not fuffer thofe that wait 
V T tempted above what they are able to bear, 
i) »«t -will -with the temptation tnake way to efcape, that 
/ ^^7 »"*y be able. 1 Cor. i o. 13. 

y , . ^^venthly. The holy Spirit helps by ftriving with 
heart, todraw it after holy performances, follow-

, / i • ing 
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ing the foul up and down vgith fweet vifics, and fec*rct ') 
whifpcrs, prompting and inclining it God-ward 
preparing a feafon for the heart to draw nigh to G o j ' i 
and then prcparinj^ the heart for that feafon: xhl * 
Spirit btlfeth tur infirmities, ftrwekno^ net what to 4̂  
tray for as ought; but the Spirit it ftlf maketh inter , ij^ 
eeffioH foruiy with grtnlngs which cannot be uttered I 
Rom. 8. 26. May not all this teach us to pat a high I 
value upon the holy Spirits Help to the great work f , 
of Mortification, by all means ftnvine to picafe and V 
i?ot grieve this holy Spirit, by which we are/,4/f<^ / 
the day of Redemption. ^ i , h i c • ''̂ 1 

ObieEi. Having now fpoken of the holy Spitjtj 
help may not fomc from hence mqmre, what may 
fee done to the obtaining, not only its vifics no^, 'A^ 
and then , as a wafaring man that tarrieth for j A 
night; hue its conftant company to abide with the (JJ 

^^^Anfw. There may be three Direftions laid down V 
briefly for its obtaining j with three Direftions fonts 
keeping. / 

Firft, For its obtaining ; Get a deep fenfe of its jf ') 
want and worth. ^ . , / 

Secondly, Get longings of heart after its fupply. 
Thirdly, Make humble fupplications to the Father f i 

for i t 
Firft, Get a deep fenfe of its want and worth ; j f j ^ l " 

Jefns Chrifts own argument, tbit the world cannot re-
ceive this Spirit, becaufe it feeth him not. neither knaw. 
eth him. John 14. 17. Now by perfonal cxaminati. 
on of thu fouls barrenncfs, where the holy Spirit ei. 
thcr comes but feldome, or ftays not long, may fome / 
confiderabie fenfe of its want be difcerncd, and con - ' / 
fequencly of its worth; all thofe blac^ finful works / 
aded by cb: fons of men, arc the effeds of the holy ' 

Spirits 



frffCl Spirits abfence: and indeed to what degree a good 
">anis a ftranger here, to that degree he ,s weak & un-
'We. either t l make right judgment ofthebeft things 

'\ > or to wichltand the temptations ^ vexatious affaults of 
"•u,(^ thcevilone;and althougha man be thusdeftitute where 
' V the holy Spirit is wanting.yet there canbe noexp^aaH-
' V - of his cLpany, til l a deep fenfe both of its want and 
"fdigli Worth afr,a the heart, to the rendring the foul Cî paWe 
" A of fetting a valuable eftimation of its company. 

Secondly For its obtaining, Get longings of heart 
' ^ ' ^ f its fupply breathings andpannngsfromafenlc 

r of its want, haftens its coming-, a foul that goeth 
«itil' Sadly up and down all the day long. Sick as it were of 

' >y l-ove; for its frequent vifits to revive comfort and 
nof f^rength; and to difcover its own wants, and the 

i'for* ^ctnpters wiles; making th i foul taller by head and 
"..[itli' flioulders, then thofe temptations that frequently at-
^ *«d i t , faying with Bavid, As the Hart panteth af-
.. Jtflf the wattr-brecks ; fo fanteth my foul after thee O 

God: My foul thirfieth for the living Gfd, WheH jhall 
i come and appear before thee ? Orbefillcd withfup-

,(,fit ' Piiesfromthee. P / 4 / . 4 » - 1 . 2 ' , , 
Thirdly For its obtaining. Make humble fuppli-

JV, nations to the Father for i t ; not only fick of love with 
PE.y the Spoufe - but alfo panting and tbirftmg with David, 
• ^ yet refts not here, but is again and again upon its 
L. i"! knees, with humble hearty fupplications to God, 

the Vather -, like the thirfty traveller, that going 
"̂"otn Fountain to Fountain, from means to means, till 

rtSti'i'''! g « wh^t his foul travelleth after: when Jefus Chrift 
Ifit f ' Were about to leave the Difciples, this was one of the 

P'foifl̂  'aft Legacies he gave tbem; And 1 will pray the Fa-
iy,,nti' ther^ and he fhaR give you another Comforter, that he 

»>ay abide with you for ever. John 14..16. Jf ye being 
*vil, h^e^ hoW to give good gifts to your children, hoW 

much 
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much 'more jhall your heavenly Father, giye the h / '1 
Spirit te them that as^.him ? Luke 11. 13. "v 

In the fecond place, we may offer three DireQ- \ 
ons, in order to the fure keeping the holy Spirits com' 
pany, or holding the conftant fellowOiip, and dea . 
inward intimate familiarity with fo happy a corn!) 
panion, ' J 

Firft, A conftant withftanding the beginnings of aij |' 
evil. . ,. . . '"'-'.J 

Secondly, A ready comphance with new motions to)« 
all good. . /t^ . . . . f 

Thirdly, A retaining in the heart, ahigh valucopij 
its company. . . a j - t. . h 

Firft, A c(5«/?'««'Witnitandingthe«beginningsof t 
evil ; is tbat which will i^onderfully engage the Spirit! i 
company; when you crufh fin in its leaft and fir ( i f , 
motion. Now the deareft of God s Children arc lia. 
ble to temptation, and it is not theirfin to be tempted 
to fin, Jefus Chrift was tempted to fin , their fin li^M, ,i{ 
in clofing with the temptation; but i f inftead of do r 
fing with i t , you do in the Spirits ftrength conftantly 'fi 
oppofe i t : miftake me not here, I pray you. acon.l'iil 
ftantoppofing fin, doth not intend lefs then thefe three ' 
things, 

Firft, A firm withftanding the very firft leaft moti- I'i 
on , even a glance as it were, at the eye ear or % 
thought to fin ; Ab(lain from all appearance of e^.n 
I Then 5. 22. •' '^- f^ 

Secondly. As the firft leaft motion, foinallcafgj ('' i 
and conditions, whether the temptation fet upon you f'i 
when you are full or hungry, fickorweli, ftrongo 
weak, rich or poor, in affliction or out of affiiiaion"" 
i t will be coming with new aflaults in all conditions* 
waiting to kill you by a Goliah or Bathjheba h 

r temptations more piercing , or more pleafinji. 
r 
\_CoK, 

file:///_CoK


..M 

Signs ef a Dying er decaying Chriftian, 205 
ZCcnfiantJ^ intends a withflanding here. 

Thirdly, Cmftant intends continual; Sleffedis the 
that enduret h temptation : Be thou faithful mto 

'^^ath, and I via give thee a Crown of life, James 1.12. 
Rev. 2. 10. , 

Secondly, A fecond help to retain the holy Spirit; 
•^•ly be this- A ready compliance with new motions 
0̂ all good J i t is as proper for the holy Spirit to be 

Prompting the heart to good i f hearkned to, as for 
ĥe fire to give heat, waiting upon the foul in every 

'eafon, whether of rejoycings or weepings, whether 
doing of Gods will or fuffering for his name j flill 

to be putting fuch as wait upon it into fome fuch adion 
j i ^ ^ tends to their enlargment heaven-ward; but it 

eio[\y "''Jft be quietly and filently heeded, that when it faith, 
hcSpJn mj face; the anfwer may be, Thj face will 1 
iM.. f^A^ Great care and fear therefore mufl be had, that 
fijrcl'j ^e neither grieve i t , by not hearing what it faith, or 
tei^fV ^oing what it bids ; nor yet quench or lightly 
C,„ lif clteem thofe gracious fervices it prompts us to. 
| o f ' L | , Thirdly, A third Help may be this; Aretainingin 
/f"'^, ' the heart a high value of its company • this is the way 

jt" to keep, and to be richly encreaf'd with the company 
ll^lP of the holy Spirit i it cannot dwell where it is not 

Valued at the highefl rate ; and that becaufe ignorance 
(jiflf'' its worth and work, incapacitates the foul to high 
(ii I ^^Pedations, being ignorant both of the ability and 
d/'*' i?^''8ht, that cfTentiatly abides in the holy Spirit, to 

greatning in the heart tii«^/cflTWf, andleffening 
,[|c3l'̂  '1 the heart things prefent. Chritl Jefus could not in 
joH)"̂  "̂ "e place, do many mighty works, becaufe of their 
^̂ ^̂ J" Unbelief ; the low and mean eflecm of him, IcfTencd 
j ^ i " " / ^"^ir cxpedation from him. Now the Spirit fearch' 

th '^'"X^^ P^y the deep things ef God; We are 
therefore called upon to he fitted with the Spirit > and 

i f 
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i f we live in it^ to walk afr'*' *>, fi''f''£the„cji 
with its might i*i the inward man, to a fall undcrftatid irf 
ing thedcepthingiof God: Labour therefore, pray' 
ing over this, toretaininyour hearts an high value QJ' JJ 
its company. Amtn. 'J 

C H A P . X X I X . i 
'If 

TriAting of Spiritual Ignorance ef our everlafitkgccn,l 
dition; and five Scriptures tending to redwen^tnit 
from carnal fecurity; and three fpectal Caufes c f L 
fuch a damning Decay. 

S I G N . X X I X . >t 
Kjll 

W Hen you are Jo Ignorant of your SpirituaA 
/landing, that yoa know not whether p^^^t 

grotv or decay. J^, 
This is not only a Sign of great Decay, but a pre, / f 

dift ion of a fpeedy fall, or total throwing off chofeir 
holy badges by which a Chriftian is known from other/ 
men, fuch being of a Laodicean fpiri t , neither hot/.; 
nor cold, yet faj they are rich and encreafed '^ith goodtj f^f 
and have need of nothings Being ina bcfottcd, care'f^,, 
lefs ftate, not minding when they do well or i l l ; wheni* L 
Profcffors come to this pifs, they grow ufelcfs and l̂'f,! 
fit for nothing but to be laid afidc ̂  for were fuch hot , / ; 
that i f . zealous, adive, and lively they were fit f o r / , 
encouragement • and were they cold, that is, qoitc |i ' 1 
dead, they were to be plucked up by the roots, and!/ 
caft into the fire : now this fort of Peoples ignorance'̂ " 
is a very high crime, i t being premifed, that their ig.yii 
oorance of their ftandihg, growing or declining i / 


