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paflion he mizeth all with abundance of mercy,
2 (hron. 36. 15, 16, The Lord God of their Fathers
g S ent tothem by bis Prophets, vifi ng up betimes and fend-
Wy 72 them, becanfe be had compaffion on his people, ard
i #‘ on b is dwelling place ;' That 1s, he was very pitiful,
of loth to grieve or affli® them, till there was noreme-
w’.}* dy, juftice called fo long and loud for vengeance upon
1 them, as Pfal. 106. §4. They didnot deftroy the Na-

il tions, but were mingled among them, and learned thtir
b works , and ferved their Idols'y therefore was Gods

lE wrath kindled infomuch that be abherredhis Inheritance:
-V C‘:Uertbelcf.r ke vegarded their affliction when be beard

ﬂ“ ‘tl’.“!: ¢ry, and did pity them. Hofea 6; COTPEZCd
i With Chap.-11. 7,8. How fBall I givethee up £ what

'ﬂ ﬁid/l I ds to rh;le? What lefs doth all this ﬁg;\uh’e th!':lz
# thus much ? that though God befo provoked, tha

,_bv" rothing but judgment muft come, yeét IikAcaccnd.er
i Father to an unruly Child, mourns over him, whl‘le‘

y

gﬂ be correds bim. = We fhall leave what hath ’ncgn f:,n4

,’ﬂ :jo confideration, and pafs to the Twenty third Sign of
0 9ying to Chrift,

W

¢/
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yf’ CHAP, XXIII.

’ :

Yﬂﬁ Proving thofe' Chriflians under great Decay, that pray
w more in Affiiclion to bave it vemoved, then [antli-
w

fied , Withthrec Canfes of this Decay,
&4 STGN XXIIT,

Hen you pray move for Afflictions being
_ removed, then [anSified.
i hat 15. not only.mindlefs of Affli&ions Caufe, but
$’ ndeed mindlefs of AffliGionsend ; it iseafic and or-
dinary
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dinary for perfons under Affli&tion to be brought to

ayer ; not only good men, but bad

* their knees to pré
men in affliGtion will be ready tocry for help, 17 theip
ly. Hof. 5.15. Thatig }

affiittion they will [eek me ear

one of their firft works, then they will mind to be do
ing, tll then God is forgotten, they having loft much
their fpiritual feeling ; but now being touched in thejp
ontward fenfes, they will cry for reliefs Then wicke
Pharaok, that in Exod. 5. 2. could fay, #Who isth
Lord that 1 [honid dbey bis woyees tolet Ifrael go 2
know not +he Lord, neither will 1 let frael go 5 in Chap
g 8. When bis Land was full of Frogs, cries ¢
Mofes tO_pray o this God for him, hehad but lie|
pbefore difdained : See that known Text for this, Fona

1. §. Then every mas, ( that is, when they was jn?
affli@ion ) cries to bt God; the tempeft being grear
and they all like to perifh, not only cries to their God B
but with a high hand faithto Honab, what m,,,,eﬁ’ |

thowe O fleeper ¥ arife and call npon thy God, that w

so 2z Chron, 33. 12. Manaf[ehWwhen ),
was in affliction, fonght the Lord his God: By all
which compated, it is Very ufval both with good
and bad men in afflition, to be earlyat prayer to God,
Now Aflidion you know, we have in the laft:
Sign proved, i Gods Furnace to try the Nature of
every Mettal by 5 fo that you may truly pafs )‘“dgmcncii 4
upon your felves, whether or no you are of the dying
hand ; not by your praying, here you may deceivg'

perifs not.

our felves, though you pray mi heily, for iti
go dofo in Affli&ion; butif yougpravymore foz’s}:?'ge
&ions beingremamd, then fantlified;, thatie, purg
ftrong cries to be eafed of the trouble, but fcarce i
ofeft with faint wifhes toanfwer Gods defignin the
crouble ; never inquiting, swhat bave 1done 2 orfa e
ing, I muft be more humble, more thankfal, mo¥; |
' pittiful,
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pittiful, more- fearful, more careful all my days.
8 What (hall I do, faich thezealous man, to get good

# by this AffiQion ? his voyce cryes louder for fpiricual

advantage, then his pain for natural freedom, Let us

4 think of this, arid deal plainly with our own hearts,
v and fee what way the pulfe beats moft ; for as the ftaff
08 You fetup, will fall one way or other ; fo perfons bee

Ing more or lefs fpiritual, willeafily difcover itin Af-

db flicion. 7fraclof old might be read in this, and you
o know how God dealc with them, of fix hundred thou-
i fand, there was but two, namely, Fofbna and Caleb,
that entred the good land of promife’; they carly be-
£un to fhow how carnal they were, Exod. 12. 13, 14.

# When they enjoyed their great deliverance from
W Egypts bondage, Chap. 15, Then fang they Gods
it Praife; buc being put into fome ftrait, they murmur
s Prefently, and wifh to God they bad dyed inthe
,'4 Land.of £ 2ypt, -as Pfal. 106. fhews at large, where
pt We may read of Gods dealings with them atlarge, and
4 their dealings with God: while they had what they
(/i Wanted,they were pleafed and liked the Lord fhould be
it their God;buc ( when though for theirown good ) they
. & Were firaitned, and did mifs their wonted fulnefs,
i then they lufted exceedingly in the wildernefs, and
dli tempred God in the defert, wer/z 14. Wedonot read

21t was upon their hearts to make any fpiritual ufe or

Advantage of Gods different dealings with them
i | hff{ they had not what they would have, inftead of
jff ~Irning to ceafle to murmur, they ftrengthened chem-
W °FVes in murmuring againft the Lord, who was graci-
1 Oully careful for them, and fuffered not any more
gffy *raits to befall them, then what was in order to their
-:.’“Cﬁ good , although they were, as many now are,
ull of complaints, yet their greateft want was {lack-
9% to thofe ftrong cries that onght to be found in
Chrifti-
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Chriftians, fora (an&ified ufe of whatfoever dOth.b
fall them, taking care [0 the one thing needfuf, "’irz.
out which all Order, is Diforder; all Mereies; Mi, r"i“.
all Bleffings, but Courfings; W hat fhall it profita el d
whatfoever be hath of fulnefs or fqarclty ; healtho; ‘
ficknefs; defire, or want of defire, if Godsend in a))
and our, happinels io all, be not gotten 2 towi, thae
eternal Salvation that freeth-from eveilafting Dapyp,.
tign, that being the great work th:ﬂ all other workg
ought and muit give way unto : Bucl fhall proceeq
es, why petfons pray more to have A ;.
4. then fan@ified, ,

i .rcmove ' 7
&lg;:ﬁ; fgnorance of the Caufe of Afflition.

Secondly, Ignoragce of the Neceffity of ' Afﬂ-lr':,’flﬁ
f

on.
&1Thirdly, Ignorance of the End of Afﬂ?&:xon_ y

Firft, Tgnorance of the Caufe of Afflidion; Ng #
chaftening for the prefent is joyous, but. grievoys i
bicter and fharp, having with it an unpleafant taft ¢q
whomf{oever it cOmMEs; therefore in itfelf certain}
not welcome to any, although they' bring it upg
themfelves; Who is it that runs not from pain naty
rally, and will part with what 1s outwardly dear ¢q |
them . rather then expofe themielves to that torturing |
¢ha atcends forme kind of Affli&ion ? Now if as plaine
Iy and as certainly it appear, there is unwillingnefs 5
well in God to Affiict, as there is in the creature
chufe Afflidion; then it will naturally follow, tha
there is a Caufe, Ignorance of which is a main rege
fon, why we pray more to have it removed, then fa
Qified.

For the proof of this, that thereis as great unwil
lingnef(s in God, from whom Affli&ion comes g:re-
give it, a5 we to receiveit : minda little fome tex,ts of i
Scripture. 1 Per. 3. 8. And who 35 b: thar will have

Jor, =
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Jou, if ye be followers of that which is good? inthe
Words poing before you haveit thus written, Bas the
ft_tce of the Lerd is againft them that do evil : Thatis,
i Dis favourable countenance is fet againtt fuch, and
ﬂl their portion is bitternefs. Lewit.26.17. Butif ye
Hﬁ be followers of thas which s good, whowill harm you?
1l Here feems to bea holy challenge, to whatfoever may
4 barm us; asif the Spirit fhould have faid, Whatin-
' dgcd can harm you, if God be for you? and God
will not pe againft you, if youare followers of that
J which js good , For ke dothnet afflict Willingly, nor
@- grieve the children of men, to crufh under his feet the
N Prifoncrs of the earth, Lam, 3. 33, 34 W”""'f_”" then
0,,‘ may ic be (aid, Dorh the living man complain? the
B,A ho')’ Spiriz gives the anfwer ; For the pﬂmﬁm{"f of bis
(8 fin. T joy of omr beart is ceafed, omr dance is (Urned
gl 7o mosurning 5 the Crown is fallenfrom off onr head,
il P20 unto sy for we have finned, Lam. 15. 16. A mul-
7 ttude of Scriptures mighe be further urged further
L2 10 prove both unwillingnefs in God to Affli&, and
"4 that the very Caufeof all our Wo both temporal and
bl eternal, is our mifdoing ; O that my people had heark-
§ "d tomy voyce, and walked inmy ways, 1 [oonld have
B Joen fubdued their enemies, and turned my band againft
9 theiy adver[aries, Plal. 81, 13, 14. Now in reafon

'ff Were the Caunfe of Affli®ion confidered to be only
kg from our felyes, ptocured by our mifdoing, and fent
E’ﬁ With tendency to our mending, we thould furely pray

more to have it fan&ified, then removed.

J - Secondly, Ignorance of the Neceflity of Affiidtion,
% ' 2 Caufe of this Decay ; the very unwillingnefs of
. 90d to bring ir, and the creature to indureic; fully

Proves, that there is Necefficy for it; there cannot be

¢ ore undelightfulnefs in the creature to undergo lan-
Buithing, then there is in God to put him under lan-

5 guifhing.
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wihing. How [ball [ givethee wp O £ braim ‘
}%m/l [ deliver thee O Ifrael 2 Ha;i_{ba[]PI mdk:tlg[ia:'
Adma? How (ralll [et thee as Zeboim 2 My heayr 2s 3
turned within me, VA) repentings are kindled togethey, |
Hof, 11, 8., When ke Was.come near, and beheld hy W
City, -be wept over it. Luke 19. 4I. Now Gods Unc
wllﬁngncfs, proves the creature cannot live at an.
{piritual race withoutit ; and indeed EXperience proyeg
the fame, Before 1 was afflicted Iwent aftray, buys
ot thy word. plal. 119, 67 LPavidwan.
e Fold, and was like to continue cill Af
to him, he-forgot himfelf and what h;
was a doing, 7he wicked, faich the Plalmift, arey
in trowble as other men, neither are they plagmed;
orbér men, therefore pride compaffeth them abont as 4
Chain, violenee covereth them 45 4 garment and whag
ufe do they makeof it? they [ay how doth God know

and. is there kuowledge inthe moft High ? This Clcarl; |
notes, thatacondition free(t from trouble or affli&ion, ¥y

generally
ward, when 1 had fe

now I have ke
dred from th
flidion fpoke

is attended with carnalleft behaviour God.
A themtothe pull, they then com.

seitsed Adultery, a%d affembled by troupsinto Harlotg

hostfes. Jer. 5.7 Byall chis it appears, thatitisfrom
ignorance of A ficions neceffity, if we pray more to jf
have it removed then {in@ified. ; T
Thirdly, 1gnorance of the End of Affli&ion, isq f
Caufe of this Decay ; now the Caufe being Sin : ﬂn?d; f
the Neceffity being to humble ; the Endis to faye
Now all Gods dealings are mercy, whatfoever he doth §
to the creature, is like himfelf, and inics felf is me Wi
cy. if he give us all we defire and would have i:l:‘ :

Mercy ; if he keep us without it, itis Mercy 5 H'Eﬂlt‘hs’

from him is Mercy, fo is Sicknefs ;, Plenty from hj
is Mercy, fo is Poverty: Health, Life, Stren :g‘
and fuch like Favours temporal, every body Wiligac:‘
kﬂOWledg’e
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. knowledge to be Mercy ; but their contrary few or
none will account Mercy, yet thisis Mercy alfo; for
this Checquer work the World is made of, fomeacthe
fame time are wringing their hands for forrow,while o~
thersare clapping their hands for joy;fome with ftraits,
through Sicknefs and Poverty are Weeping, others
| through Health and Plenty, rejoycing: Now the
. great difficulty is, how to bring the heart to look upon
 the ftate of Weeping as truly Mercy, as the ftate of
Rejoycing : For which end confider, ‘why we do ac-
¢ count Health, plenty, and fuchlike Injoyments Mer-
| cy, but becaufe they have in theman efleemingan
| defirable good, a feafonable and fuitable good ; itis
| the {ame with the contrary, they are s feafonableand
| as fuitable, could our frail heartsfo reccive them, for
they are as traly from the Lord asthe other, and as
truly have the fame end in them. There are twO
great Endsinall God doth; one is hisHonour; the 0-
ther is our Salvation, Now if God giveus what we
would have, his End is the fame ; and if be give us the
. contrary his End is is the fame;and Chriftians certainly .
mifc0nﬂruing hisEnd to beMercy,is theCaufe they mif-
- conftrue his Adions to be Mercy, that both are Mer-
‘<y, read Exod 13.17. There Godled them throxgh the
Wildernefs, an unbeaten way, where they Wanted both
bread and water  and yet both End and A&ion Mer-
_ €y fo bring them to Canaan, and deliver them from
harm by the philiftines: Remember all the way which
| the Lord thy God led thes thefe fowrty years,through that
great and terrible Wildernefs, Wherein was fiery Ser=
. Pents, and Scorpions, and Dronght andno water, thas
be might bumble thee, and prove theeto de thee good at
t‘bg latter end, 1t is too evident, that Zfrae/ conftrued
this [ hard dealing from God 7] but it was great Mercy
as the tex fully proves. Ignorance therefore of the End
oM of
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of AffliGtion, isa Caufe why we pray more to haveijp
Removed then san&ified. ; s

g ¥

C HAP. XXIV.

Containing in it fix Seafons, inwhich C{:riﬁiam onght
t5 humble them|elves by fafting s proving thofe vinde
seat decay, that v times of calawsty ‘can find s,

wece ity for fafting.
SIGN XXIV.

" 7 Hen ander Gods (alamity, you cap
neither find wecefsitys mor excellen-
¢y, 30 humble your felves by fafting and prayer.

As prayer fightly put up €0 God, is a way and
means by which he many times1s prevailed with, both
to remove judgments and an@ific them ; even {o faft..
ing is Gods way, in whichhe hath often been found,
and it is the more prevailing with him, infornuch as i
hath in it a gracious tendency to abafe and homble the
foul, and make it more to fit to receive the kind im.

reffion of his precepts, in opening of ‘his promifeg
together withthe reverencing him becaufe of his threag.
‘nings, itbeinga feafon not only of laying the foul loy,

in its own eyes, atthe fenfible fight of his ownyvile. |

‘nefs, but a marvellous' exzlting the graciots and lonp
forbearance of God; forcing the heart to cry ot /4
what manner of love is this that we fhould be ca“e& !
.the Children of God > Who was before wallowers i
the works of darknefs, that leads to the Chambersof
«déach, buc now by bis ' grace, though once far off |
'made nigh, of an’ Alien made = kome.dweiler ; -Al]
thefe things are brought to remembrance. | very freth
‘in fafting Seafons, that being a time of calling to mind
(hings b

|
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things paft; and though calamicy be as truly Gods
rmercy, as the contrary, having inicthe fame defign
of Salvation-good ; yet it is more properly fent inor-
der to reducing from thofe ftrayings it finds fuch pers
fons in, as it comes upon, and becaule of the fmart
and unpleafant taftit brings with it, calls them witha
louder voyce to make inquiry , ‘why am 1 thus?
Which profperity in all probability could hever have
fo done, being not fo much of that piercing kind, to
" the external fenfes, as adverfity orcalamicy is; and
 thisthe Prophet. Ifa. 26. 16. feems to make his great
obfervation in thefe words, Lerd in trouble bave they
vifited thee, they ponredonsa prayer When shy chaffen-

'! . 18 Was wpon them : For I will be untoEphraim as 4

Lion, and as a yowng L ion untothe Houfe of Judah:
" Teven 1, will tear and go away, andreturntomy place
till they acknowledge their offences, and feck my face 5
38 their affliction they will (eek me early. HOL 5. 14, 15¢
Plainly implying, that it is not only the defign of God
to fend calamity upon perfons for this end, bucthat
- alfo that they are moft aptly provoked to ittt this
Seafon ; fee that remarkable text for this. 2 Chron
33, 10, 11, 12, Andthe Lord [pake to Manﬂ]fch and
bis people, but they wonld not hearker 5 wherefore that
il be might freak by this vod, as well as his word ; the
. Lovd breught upon bim the Captain of the Hoft, the
King of Affyria, which took Manafleh among the
Therns, and bound bim with fetters, andcarvied bim
to Babylon ; and when he was in afflition be befoughr
the Lord bis Gody and humbled bimfelf greatly. - While

. the rod was but fhaken asit were, 2Zanaffeh remained
. refradtory, butwhen he wasbound in chains, he hum-
~ bled himfelf greatly. Muft ic not then from hence
nqeds follow, that calamity calls for fafting and hum-
ling wherever it comes,being defi gued to thatreduce-
Mz ing
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ing end. And may not the decay of fome growto
that pafs, even fo ripe for reaping, that except they.
(hould from a deep fenfe of their ftate, be mighily
brought down to humble their fouls with falting, ag
the laft remedy left or prepared by God, for fuch - |
conditions to’ betake themfelves unto; and thae jf
they here fhould fail, then to be givenup t0 the mouth

Hear this )e old men, give ear all ye inhgq.

of ruise. ‘ _
his been in your days or e,

bitants of - the Land, hatht :
inthe \:if,Jy; of yamr Fathers 5 rell ye your C btldre?z of ir,
and let your Childre? tell their Children, andtheir Chjy.
dyen another Generation : that which the P:xlmer Worns
bath left, hath the locsft caten,and that which the locufp.
bath left, bath the canker-Warm eatesn, and that which
she canker-worm bath  left, haththe caterpiller eaten
[anBHific ye a faff, call 4 [dlemn affembly, gather the
Elders, and: all. the inhabitants of the Landy intothe

Hownfe of the Lord their God, a%d 7, alas, alas,

for the day of the Lord isat band, and as deftr#ilion

fram the Almighty foall 5t_come. How evidentis j¢

- that thiswas this peoples laft remedy, and except they

sow find mercy, nothing but deftru@ion will be cheir

portion ? oL
Bot_fome may Objed and fay, how hall we know

when dangeris fuch, that without humbliog our felyves

with fifting joyned to prayer, weare like to meet with

ruin 2 ,

Anfw. There are {ix feafons that of neceffity calls

for Falting with prayer, : 3

Firft, when long patience is abufed;

+ Secondly, when juft judgments are threatned. :
Thirdly, when juft judgments are executed,
Tourthly, wheniniquity in Churches gets a head.
Fifthly, when Charches grows fecure,

Sixthly,“
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~ Sixtbly, when fome' great thing is by them to be
obtained. e iy

Firft, when long patience is abufed; patience or

forbearance in God, is long exercifed to both Churches

and people, before with judgment he fweeps them

© away, the rod is fhakenagainand ag:in,” while they

are under vifible decay, and ‘though God waitlong

“Upon fuch as grows luke-warm in all their adive
| s tes, yet will he at laftfpeak home to them ;7 it was

bl thus with I(racl after they had refted from their trou-

bles, they 'did evil again and again, for which God
did gently whip them’; then they turned for a whife,

“I and cryed, but prefently after , went'to their old

‘courfe, et many years did be forémr them, ‘andteftis

{ fied againfp shem ) by bis Spirit in his Prophets; yet
tl "Would they nor hear) thevefore gave he them up into'the

hand of the peaple of ithe Land, Nehem.'o. 30.'50 it

| 7eremiabs time, they  provoked Gods patiencelong,

"So that the Lord conld wolonger bear, becanfe of the

{ eVl of their doingss! cleavly noreing, that they had long

n“:!

u‘vf" 1

;‘f}ﬁ 3

‘abufed his long forbearance, ‘therefore was their land
madedefolate,  Bur, ,

Secondly , ‘when jult judgments are’ threatned,
‘When God hath waited long upon his people or aNati-
a1, and called that way for reformation ; but it will
ot do, he is wont ftill in mercy for their true good
Y0 walk in another Method; and that is to fhake his
0d, or threaten them what hewill do, except they

/- repent,

|
o

fl-

The old World did provoke God lorg, and he
- Warned them Fourty years together whilethe Ark was
preparing and threatned them all thar time with a

eluge of Water to defiroy them, on purpofe for their

i reclaiming; thoughhe knew what Sodons and Gonsor-
" *ab had done, yet he would inquire whether it were

M 3 . accord-




164 Signsof 4 Dyingordecaying Chriftian,.

according to the cry : For the Honour of althis ble-
fled Attributes; he will not kill before he Judge . he
will not bring the Rod, before he give warning of the
Rod, and if the warning take us in the cafe of Arine.

weh, yet fourty days and it fhall be deftroyed ; this

was Jenabs Commiflion, and he maft go through ajj
the fireets, and proclaim it : a Judgment iscoming,
but yet Merey pleads for fourty days resPitt to confider

whether they will Repent and turn, or be Deftroyed ;
and thongh many times becaufe Senténce is not fpeedi-

ly Executed. The hearts of the Sons of Men are bent
.to do wickedly; yet Ninéveb repents, and the Judg.

ment is preventcd s For they believed God, and pro- Ll

claimed a Fast;

and put ow [ack:cloth fromsthe grear. |

eff to the leaft : and God [aW their Works, that they (f

supned from their cvil way 5 and God vepented of the evi)

be [aid he wosld ds #nte them,  and did it not. Chap, 3 i

,10. This was Gods very Method to thofe decaying-

%hurches in Afia, he fent his Angel tocell them he I

had knowledge of their works, he commended whag
was good, and blamed what was bad, and called for
reformation, elfe chreatned them, that in Juftice he
would unchurch them , except they Repent.

Never was Nation, City, Church or Family de-
ftroyed by God withont W arnixg, and patient Waiting,

not only to teach usto walkin Gods Methodin all oye
{ubordinate affairs, Superiours to Inferiours, Judges

to Malefa@ors, but alfo to exalt Judgment and Juftice
in God, to the acknowledging as David did, Pfar,

t. 4. This is done, that thow mighteft be jufbified |

:Svhen then ﬁeakzﬂ, and clear when thou judgeft . fhall

not ( faith Father Abrabam ) the Judge of all the

Earth do righteonfly.
But Secondly, Ttisa feafon that calls for of neccﬂi;

vy, felf-humbling by prayer with fafting, whenj
judgments are executed, &g = Thei!:&ryu :
e )
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*. . Thirdly, when juft judgments are executed, isa
feafon for fafting joyned with prayer,. thag they may
be again removed; Then Hanani faid, the remnant
Which. are lefe of the captivity therein the province are
i 3n great affligtion and reproch, the wall of Jerufalem z
) broken down, andthe gaves thereof burne With fire: axd
f {8t camie to pafs when Iheard thefe Words, 1 fatedan

y and weps, and mowrned cortain days, awd Fraiten Mﬁ'
8 prayedbefore the God of Heaven, Nehem. 1. 3,4, This
04 Way good Nehemiah took, and it was profperous with
) the Lord. . ;
Fonrthly, when iniquity gets head, thacis, when
) fin and finners in Churches, grows (o numerous and
Jf beady, that they are like to out-yoyce the better par-
JI ty, it is high time then to be night and day withthe
.', Lord in fa ing and prayer, that iniquities head may
i bc_broken, by the fword of his mouth ; there wasa
few names, and it was but a few in Sardss Church,
o0 that had not defiled cheir garments,  the greateft part
# Were readic to die, and the Lord threatens to, uas
gt church them except. they repent. Rev, 3. And noW
¥y Yon call the prond happy, yea, they that work Wicked:
Al 7efs are fer mp, and they that sempt God are cven deli:
all vered s then they that feavedthe Lord, Spake often ane
| toanother. Mat. 3. 15,16, !

_ Fifthly, when Churches grow fecure; thatis, as
§ fafely fheltered in their account from indgment,
fi° though a dying to every duty, asif they werein a
{ Browing , flourifhing ftate, contenting themfelves to
| be told icis not well with them, but (it {till from ufing
i €ither means of information or recovery, as though
| they were minded to fuffer their diftemper to grow
4 Mortal; Thou faift I am rich, and increafed with
. R0ods, apd have need. of nothing, and knoweft not that
o tkon are Wresched, and miferables and blind, and na~
ly M 4 ked,
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ked, As man) A 1 love, I rebuke and chafles.
Be zealons therefore andrepent. Rev. 5.17, 19, :
But Sixthly and Laftly, whenfome great things are
by them to beobtained, orgreat judgments execq.
ted ; and the caufe is not fully difcovered, thereis no

etting cure till we know the Caufe, nor no knowip
the Caufe but by Prayet and Fafting ; “Ttis Gods ufya]
Method when he hath fome great bleffing to bringyp.
on a Nation Of people, to fet it upon their Hearts
long before, tO beina burning zealous frame of Pray.
er. for the haftening of fucha bleffing. And onthe
3 it is very obfervable in experience , thqe

when judgments arca coming upona People, Famil
or Perfon, there is certainly a great ftupidity in them_ |
and great degrees of fecurity in them, 'befPeaking'
bealth and bappyne(s, when wo and angmilb 45 at thy

For when they fhall fay PEACE AND:

deor.’ 4
B ¥ to themfelves then SU DDENDE.

N cometh upon them, as Travai| !
, from which they fhall not efcape ¢
“The old World preached Peace all th e ,

1 Thel. 5 3- :
while the Ark was making, tl}ough. every Hammey
and Nail preached War, and in their Security, Ear,

Drank, Beugbe, Sold, Builded, Planted, orgave =
up themfelves toall thefe, -not minding till the Flood
came dnd took them all away. When the Church of
God had a Fobn- Baptift beheaded, and a Peter alfo
kept in prifon, and pear to be made another facrifice .
what do they do? Fall upon the work of Fafting ind
Prayer till God works 2 miracle, then Prayer wae
made of the Church of God without ceafing. fo.
Daniel underftanding by Books, the number of the
years of ifracls Captivity. Now great is his {itaie
how to underftand Gods time, what doth he do in this
great ftrait. Chap. 9. 3. letus behold this bleffed Copy.

and
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and learn to write after ity And I fet my face tothe
Lord God by Prayer and Supplication, with Fafting
and. Sackcloth and Afbes. ( Mark that ) Daniel gives
Up: himfelf to work with all his might ;e laboureth
like a Marriner ac the Pump  whenthe fhip leaketh,
nd Death approcheth,: ceafe/! pumping and quickly
olloweth Sinking; bere they work as for their lives.
hus did ‘good Daniel, and God was intreated, and
gmec him with an anfwer, Fear not Daniel 5 for from
Uthe firft day that thow didft fet xhine beart vo underftand
dand chaften thy [elf before thy God, thy Words were
Wibeard, and 1 am come becanfe of thywords; Oh that

t this example may be bleffed of God to Churches that

' have great Corruptions to Conguer, and great Blef-
Ings to obtain, thatthey would fet themfclvesas one
fhoulder to thiswork of Fafting and Prayer ; fofhall
hey not need to go drooping all the day long; but
| thus Seeking in faithfulnefs, {hall undoubredly Find
| the approch of anfwerable bleflings ; to which blef-
i fed end, for the good of Churches, Families, and
every individual member ; the good Lord blefs chefe
Cantions, Amen.

% ' ' CHAP, XXV.

|
nfg Comm‘m’ng in it the evil of Ignorance,in mat knowing
| wherefore Gods Rod s come,wor what good it hath done:
'é withthree Directions how to know When pey fons are un=
W - der this Decay ; andthree Remedies againft it,
f

/ SIGN XXV.
i \ a 7 Hen Gods Rod worketb fo little upon you, that

? you can nesther tell wherefore 18 is come,nor
- what good 1t hath done,

e —

. Peoplc‘
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People under this Signare very miferable, for tﬁey aty
not only miferableingeneral, but miferable under ey
means of reducement ; theSun of fuchis feming,.nd-the
Lamp a going out, Itis a mifery to be in need of th:
Phyfitian, but to remain in mifery ( after theirbeg
application as to healing ) muft needsbe miferaple,
for. then there remains ro vifible hope of remedy .
wWhen corre@ion by’ the Rod will.notdo, (thajg
will not reclaim, ) then is gwing €p the  neyy |

work.

3t may be neceffary to open the meaningof Gogg

, it fignifies his firipes, Or chaftifements ; and |

fRa::g the dgccaying Chriftian, itis true, thefe and :hegg
siferies lic upon me, and have for fometime, bugp !
know not the caufe, nor whatis amifs, or how to haye
it. removed, nor wherein to be bettered. - The Serip.
ture gives us many fad inflances of fuch a people g
thefe, Jer. 3. 30. In vain havel [mitten yeur Chi}. |
drén, they have vecesved uo correltion; chough [ dq
corre@ them, yetthey do noc receiveit 3 that’is,they
remain the fame under it. 'as Fer. 5.3, Thou hap g
fricken them, but they have not grieved, thom hagp
confumed them, but they bave refufed to recesve corre.
Sion ; for the peaple turneth not to him that [miteth then .
frangers have devonred their firength, yet they know it
wot 5 though gray bairs are here andthere wpon them

~ Such as thefe have loft their fpiritual hold, and feels °
not the force of Gofpel-arguments, ‘gnd now the De.
vil: may take their Religion from them, if he brings
but fomething by way of exchange, that ferves and
fuits their external fenfes. It-is eafie for fuchto fell
their Mafter for thirty pieces of Silver, juftlike Zfi-ae/
ofold, Exod.32. when they [aw that Mofes delayed hig |
voming ( though he is gone up to the Mount with God)
et they make themfelves new Gods 3 meer fhows, and
il forfake; s
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0 buc b : the true God ; this is a moft miferable flate,
o e and w fhall we know weare under this dying Sign,
1 s helpagainft it, .
,¢d?f;‘ﬁ you"ﬁ’ When no affli®ion or Rod that comes upon
e e gent oth fo much trouble you,as to provoke toa dili=
piff’:d { 8.6 earch what is the caufeof whatis come.; Fer.
o ’:5’, 'ight, 7. 1 hearkned and: heard, bwt they [pake net &
(55 15 72 man repested.bim of hisevil, [ayi b
| fery, hd."”e‘? The Stork, Turtle;. and Swallow,’ ob>
G"& of ,b: cir time,’ but my people knaw nor the Judgmenes
gof ‘4| come £0ﬂ{; They know not wherefore my Rod is
iy they.‘ ut if I affli& them, they getitoffas foonas
! thEmcan, not confidering, that if it do. not mend
0 vt them 1 thall bring feven times worfe Judgments upon
h’V fpeay * As t'is with fome, and our experience. can
b With fto the teuth of it . Let God vific their family
Pl’,,;p he golck"“fsx they will fend tothephyfitien, and i
aﬂfﬁda deg, ¢th further and bring death, ' they will bury'their
> as fafhionably as-they can, -but hardly in-

‘ i : :
| tlfh:‘; gﬂ:i;;;gaymg, what have I donef S wbaj: ofug!ld

"M . G SRed AV Eoa
o ML aftgf,:gnd]% When if you are wraught upon to inquire
plogil Bin. op ¢ Caufe, you eenter in generals ; thatis, fome .
,M’ il thige P[l}f}' not defcending to particulars ; for thisand
' vil, itisthus and thus%vith me! e 030
e ne:,rdly’ As God never fpeaketh without Canfe, fo
o per| thay f" fpeaketh but to purpofe, what dach not help.
46| turn further hure ; his Word and Sword. fhall not re-
b’ hot tom vain ; Herein lyeth the skill of Chriftianity,
0 acknowledge in the general, that they fuffer for
00| thyg o +© fall knowingly upon particulars ; thus and
. o Jave I done, “the Deyil is not wanting here to ufe

g his g
A WSekill for the keeping blind-fold a decaying Chrifti-

i hc::rm fight and fenfe of the wounnd and caufe
o, SCI0Te it came , as the fureft remedy a-
P gainft
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ainft reformation ; and certainly it is Gods Leff,
¢hat we read the Rod, -and whereforeit is come | wc"
his common Judgments teach this. . Yor feldom 0“
never is afin Punifhed, but a curions eye may e ‘
read the fin inthe Punifhment; thefin of ‘Wantoy
nefs under Fulnefs, may eafily be read in the fearcipy
of Bread ; the: fin of a haoghty firetched out Necky
and Wanton €yes, may be cafily read ina Leproy,
Scab 3 infread of a [wees (mel, aftink,; inSteadof
girdle, & rent inftead of well fer-bair, baldnefs ;.
ftead of beant]s bwrning. How doth the City fit fogp
tary, thar was fall of people, foe that was great amoy, |
ghe princes is become Tributary's [he weepeth forein yfo f
wioht, ber vears ave omher checks, her adverfaries ppo b
chief, her enemics pro/pers W herefore is this 2 The Spjrif 5
of ‘God makes anfwer; The Lord bath affiséted hey foﬁfy‘}- 1
she multitude of her T ranfgreffions. Lam. 3. Thel /
hand of the pitifal . Women h.avg; Sodden thc:_r own

Children, they were their meat in the deftru@&ion of !

the daughter of

my people, Zhe Crown i fallens frppy Wy
off onr heads, Wo wurto % for we have finned | Chap
. 16. Here is our punifhment, and'in this youm,

read our Wantonnefs in Sin;  we Were full, and noy,
are hungry ; we abufed gur plenty,‘and itis turneq
into fcarcity. When Exg ands Peace was blefled wic
plenty, and that Plenty abufed with Pride ; God feng
or fuffered a Civil Sword to witnefs againftits Pride .
"and complained of the abufe of its Plenty : poor Z.qz.
v in fixty five, and fixty fix, might read in legible
Chara®&ers its Sin in its Punifhment, whenthe fire ef
us no honfe, and the Plague left us no inhabitane
Pride and fulnefs of bread, and abundance of ‘Idle.
nefs called uponusto come; And behold th Works o f
God, what defolation be bad made s» London,

But
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W 'ﬂ'oﬂ But Thirdly, When though you may confefsin the -
’d’uvtﬂ 8eneral, and defcend into particulars, yetif there be
763 ol "Ottight forrow for, and turning from fin, you are fill
f‘w,ﬁly Under ths dying Sign; It ispoffible to confefs inthe
8 %op BEDetal, and reft here,

W’“,,iry Lord. have mercy upon us poor finners, and not
"%d‘: CO0fider wherein, and for what we make this confeffi-
’"repfoil‘ 3"3 this is common among the Sonsof Men at one
lLd'f 4 "€ pray this prayer ona general fafting day, in point
i ok confeffion : but anon, Lord Ithank thee I am not
o ’/J‘" 3 other men, ror. even asthis Publicane in point of
M"M ]"ﬂlﬁcation ; in the one, forget or know not the fid
#e ;o 0 fenfibly, for which they have made confeffion;
?un the other, plead felf acceptance, and fhut ont Jefus
d‘%np 90 the point of fome particulars of common ho-
b fofjf: V> or juftice, which they make their Idol.  But
f‘M'rll‘ tther, It is poffible to confefs in general, and to
5 ol WhFend into particulars, yea, the very fin or fins for
hﬂ-l;n"{ t ch the Rod is come, and to center here, and to
i th € Up our reft, fhore of the God of reft ; coming
MCMP' tfe};? far will be buc woful if alone 3 and therefore con-
(o 5o, 00 muft be particular, and accompanyed with
¥ th frow for, and turping from. In Feremiabstime,

d o 7€ Was a people very fecure in going buc thus far.
iawifh Tedp 7o 4. Truft not in lying words, [aying, the
[‘Jfﬂ’r vl Pleof the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Tems
'o,id‘; Wy ) the Lord are thefe, If ye throughly amend your
f w de ‘]" s well as confefsthem, then will I caufe you to
e :iﬁdetl araff-'ly; though you cry the Temple of the Lord,

i
ki feft o tbe atruthin it felf, itis a lying word in yout
Pl thrgt » and will end in difappointment, except you
:“Id!" feq ughly do ag you fay ; The good Lord help vs
k;’f ldo;,n €nce , to cut off every ID O, and tocut
. as A every GR OV E, and to forfake them as well
O confefs them ; and’if thy right eye offend thee,
gt Jl : plack
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tuck it out, itsbetter enterintolife blind and maqijn,
ed, then having two eyes and two handsto be ca&;m y
to Hell, where their worm #ever dies, and the ﬁn
mever goes oxt. } : »

Now as Remedies againft this dying Sign. .

- Firft, Keep your Judgments under continualingon. ‘
mation, from thofe Texts of Scripture,’ that declarr .
what the Rodis fentfor, Dest,17. May wel b gf
fuded to, the King maft have the Law by biny cony;
ally, that he may vead therein, and Why?  Thae )
Leart be mot bifted #p above bisbreshren 5 and thy

Sohe learn to fear the Lord bisGod continnally,

ing the Judgment Wil ol ‘
the keeping from doing evil, except there be a daily g
goring the mind in the fame things agan, and agiin A
often rubbing the hands canfeth heat, and oftenwhey
ting the inftrument keepeth from ruft, aod makey g
fharp; even fo, often informing the underftandiy )
and Judgment with fome fuch Texts as thefe, "beg )/
fisch a ftroak upon the heart, asto deliver itfrom goeﬁ
ing in that path, attended with fuch woes from Heay
ven. Levit. 26. 14, 15, 16,17. Ifjau Will ot begy

o1 to me and do all my commandmevts, [ will appoj
gver Jomterror 5 Jea and [et my face againf¥ yon, ) angl
plague you for yosr fins. Job 36.18. Becanfe thereg /
wrath, beware, lest be take thee aWay with bis frog, )/
then a great vanfome cannot deliver thee.  The Droy
phet Ifaiahin Chap. §. fromthe8¢h rothe 234, veify
pronounceth woe npon woe fix times over, cloat
ing tranfgeeffots with woes, asa man is cloathed wi

his garment. ! . .
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nw‘,g rsﬂ‘.ondly, Content not your felves on this fide a heare
il O tender, as to be under continual feeling fear of God
"@ﬂl‘ 80d his Judgments: * Chriftians fhould bereftlefs and
455000 ceafe by prayer to crynightand day, that God
i ':Voul‘d make them large fharersin the promifes of the
'n;ﬁ'}m b:W Covenant. Ezrk, 33. Iwill take away thy frony
Mlaf{ ih‘cli"" and give thee a heart of fie(b ; thy hard hearr,
J ¥ an 4 Bive thee a foftheart, Mans heartis like mettal,
'aﬂ""%' Wil mettal you know thatis hard and unweldy,: chat
pril fofeer OC. Teceive an imprefsion, is put to the fire to
7,}’,,#2 Y0, to make it reccivethe ftroak, in 2 Chron, 34
s S‘TCZ' you have a lively inftance of a foft hearc; ‘fe-
;‘/gm‘d fe ;’f 2 thy heart was sender, and thon didff bumblethy
Lofdl”; qu ef ore me 5 my flefs tremblesh for fear of thee, I
iﬂfﬂ T“Jt:_’“‘d of thy Judgmenss, Phal. 119.120.
lio“‘[i!lpo edly, When at'any time a Rod from God comes
' daﬂyiﬁ. an d" You ; pafs Judgment ftill thac there s fome caufe,
o'y Tm,c".f‘ not praying and fearching till you find it out:
,cawa pod, ‘?{lﬂ certainly preferve you from being under the
iﬂ“k' to ,0?‘“’“ of this dying Sign, ' of. 7. Ifrael comes
'ﬂ’"dl whe S, What doth he then do 2 Cry, alasO Lord God,
: b“,{ t "efore bafp thou at al bronghe thele people over,
'r'orﬂ% ﬂ"q;:v" s into the hands of the Amorites to de-
|
;,mb#’.é*c; €ar they cry'co ofbua, hecriesto God, 0 Lerd
Mfﬂj befyy i l_’”t Poall I fay, when Wrael turns their backs
4 e ,." h”"_"’ nemies 5 for the Canaanites, and all
:;iofo: abitants of the Land fball bear of it, and cut
T t},m; names from off the Earth? Awc whar wilt
el Gog **. S thy great name ? Here Jofiua pleads with
ydug ), vents his ‘Garments, falls upon his Face, cafls
AO’,g ligg' UPON bis Head, and cries mightily to God for.re-

e‘m get and in the clofe of the day meets with his anfwer .
' t thee u >
[ Xnoyen P, wherefore Iyeft thou thus upon thy face ?
ndlf ekt thon not what J/frae/ hath done, make fpec=
(0

dy
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dy inquiry for they have finned , therefoy
they cannot ftand before their enemies, neither wile
I be wich ther any more, except they take away ¢ t
accurfed thing from among them : God hel‘ete“e
them, there is 3 caufe fets them upon the work o
gearch, Now the Lot is caft, and it fallsupon d;},oﬁ
who had feen and coveted a goodly babylonifh G;:a
ment, ( which {hows that Sin may look with a gogq
ly Countenancc, whillt it is but the accurfed thiyyy
two hundred (hekels of Silver, anda wedge of Goj
of fifty (hekels weight, till all thefe with Achan,

all his, -1 foned and buryed under theheap, the figy
anger of the Lord is not turned away, althiough 5
foua is at Prayer, that at another time {o prevails, thyy
the Sun ftands fill for a whole day together; 5,

sheve ever [ncha day this, that God hearkened ¢4,

voyce of & man? Yet now cannot’be heard untij the
caufe be found out, and the Camp purged; 1 thaip

leaye this t

o confideration and Gods blefling, ang
pafsto the 26th, Sign. : ,

A e s

CHA P, XXVL

Shewing where [in takes its beginning, and bow by J,.
greessf bearkned to, it works rusne with fix fPeci; ]
Agarks, bow perfons (though pardoned ) ‘may kg,
when God will [uffer shem o fall into fin anew. :

i ~ 'SIGN XXVI

Hen the thoughts of your bofem-Iuff, o

any other [in, is more prevalent with y
then pleafing God, ‘
. Though
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Thought isthe firft door of the mind iowardly, as
ithe eye and ear are of the body outwardly , here fin
takes firlt place, and if here it be not firft flain, it will
creafe to conception, and from thencetoa&ion ;
the eye and ear carry things to the thoughc, and
the  thoughe carries things to the conception, and
onception to affe@ion, and affe@ion to confent, and
Confent to a&ion 3 and thus you may bebold how great
@ fire a Little [park_kindles: Now every good man hath
hada dearelt luft, andevery wicked man hath a dear-
gﬁtﬂluﬁ, that he moft hugs, loves, and ferves; thouglt
evil me

n do obeyfance to any fin that fuits wich cheir
‘liking, yet there is fome particular fin to which they

ave molt fingle regard ; and the beft of Gods people
3¢ under more particulat inclination, to fomeone
Particuler {in then other, and indanger to fall and be
fOvercome thereby. 1 Kings8.38. therethe Scripture
iflotes this, under the name of beare-plague ; alfo Pfal;
18, 23, Ah mine iniquity. Now this comes to the
' hough:s for entertainment, and thereisgreatelt pof-
ibility of finding entertainment ; for whicli canfeGods
Word fo much inveighs againft thoughts, when they
~/8te about evil exercifes. Gen. 6.5+ Every imagination
of the thoughe of his beart was evil, and only evil. Jer;
& 19. How long [ball thy vainthonghts lodge within
thee 2 Proy. 24+ 9. The thonghts of foolifbnefs iz fin,
ﬂlf hought i che leaft motion of the mind, and whether
Wt be wicked or good, is not hid from God, nor from
V’l:'” 0ds Vice.gerent, even Confcience ; Vo thought can
,‘@f‘ With-held from thee. Job 43.2. No fecrec defign;
iy hOl!gh in the very heart of man, can be fo carried on
wf”“ that God cannot be privy to it Amss 4 13, Thas
fecclareth to man whar is his thowght. New thoughe,

Ough the leaft motion of the mind, yet being im-

f,,,' Oyed with contional good obje@s, as the Refure&i-
N on;
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on, -and Judgment to come, thinking ftill what thall|
be the eftate of the faved and damned, hachblefry
force both upon the hearcand converfation, ‘to ng:x ¥
late things there, -and by all poffible means labourg s
work fuch up to Gods likenefs, that they may hayq |
boldnefsin judgment; even fo (andlet conicience noy,
fpeak ) letting the thoughts have €0 do, (o a4,
like of ) thofe  vain fhady delights, that the hearey o
men areapt to {ecupto themfelves,as Unclean nels;Co_ |
vetoufnels, cc. hath as great force on the conyey, !
fation, to carry it Hell-ward. It hnghly. concerng
Chriftians therefore, 't0 be upon thf: examination of |
cheir flate, ‘as to thriving or decaying, and to fee g
the Thought what branchit bears; the beginnings o 'I
fin inwatdly being there, and be certain to pafs this f
judgment upon your felves, thatif to your.thought,”f.

3 3
our former deareft luft in"any branch of it, or ap
other fin be pleafant to you; that 1s,tall,lovely,comely,; 1

or defirable, and not rather hatefal, frigh.tful, bur.
¢henfome, black and hellifh; youarea dying or de. r,
caying to heaven, and heavenly things; and very fea 4
{fonable to fach may the counfel of Peter be, Repeyy §
of this thy wickednels, and pray God the thosght of thy
beare may be forgivon thee. I fhall from hence takg ¢
occifion to give you fix Marks, by which you'may i
know when God will fuffer your Return back to youp §
-old deareft luft,or fome other fin;and they may byGodg |
blefling and your care,(lay iniquity in'its firft motion, :§
Tiek, The frlt Mark may be this,  wher after Gog §
hath' pardoned thefins you once fivedin, ‘you are nog &
abafed in your own eyes; {o as to walk’humbler with §
God allyour days: Now this is Gods greatend in for
giving all fin. Exeki 16: 62, 63.° Iwill e5tablifym
Covesant. With theey and thos (baltknow that- I aml,
Zord, 'that thow maift remember] (- mark- chat ) an
: . 6#‘ [
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{hl" o’ confounded, andmever open thy month mere, becanfe
bl %L thy foame, When 1 ans pacificd sowards thee, SO
1 k. 36. 29, 30, 31, I alfo will fave you from ak
boﬂf’w i‘”‘" mncleanneffes, both guilc and filth, then fball yosu
hivé ,-:m'””’f" Jor own evil ways, and [ball lothe your felves
gV |’ JOWr own fight, for your iniquities, avd for your A=
(0 t"':;na_mm. So that yonfee, God expects toreceive
Bk of felf.abafement from the pardoned,

SR Secondly, Wheri becanfe of your graces, yonare
o Ech:-y meafure liftedup, to admire grace more thea
! ,,cef"f IR e By grace here, Y mean the Graces of gifts;as abi-
jon” E to pray or preach, @c. diftin@ from the Graces of
I'C‘wf in [m‘l“Y,MeeknEfs and Charity ;for a man may be fich
nnmgsb‘;, ;0“", and yet poor in the other. 107,13 1,2,3+
o | Gifis W you muft diftinguith between Graces and
):hoﬂgh Y"‘ Wif with what allowance the Scriptute gives, others
;0 % for th will confound both by miging them together 5
’Comd)r/:‘yﬁta ough Graces be Gifts, and Gifts be Graces,
’ful, b | the rGC.tth not fuch as prove, thatof necefliry where
;gofd:, o l‘f“ or Graces of Preaching, or Praying, or
gef {‘ﬂ 0 Wed_ﬁ‘f, or Tongues are, there will be the Graces
, f’b ;thel.eum‘“t)’ and Thankfulnefs ; though it will prove
wif 'k{“w eth thould be fuch Graces . the reafon [ conceively-
'C““May‘ he ére, and it may be worthy our noting, ( chus)
o md‘ e Itacef of gifts inthe fenfe we diltinguifh,are more
kfoégdf" he P §r ¥ given of God for the benefit of others ; as
b N 8ave his Spirie to San/, for the benefic of Ifracl 2

by o
Profie of our felves, becanfe with the one we may pe=

%d W other Graces are moft properly given for the
I AR ‘ !
o0t | R, withour che other we cannot be faved, Now

ot s & :hithls dyiog Sign, ‘and the diftinction may be of -
| infm tells confidered among Churches, for experience
ﬂifb /| theip gs’ while the humble in hearc have ftood.with
) fOW and mean parrs, in the mean timethole call
's have fallen like Dagos before the Ark ; and

N a i€

410 G
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it ‘is good none here be fecure, for though Gig
Graces, and that from God the giver, yet may g e
fon fall in'love with the Gift, and himfelf for chall
Gift, as to be lifted up to the forgetting God ol
Giver, 3 Chbron, 26. 15, 16, compated with Cl’#p*‘y

3;’.Thirsdly, A third fign of Gods fuffering petlons o gﬂ
fall into fin, ‘may bethis ; When fignal favours frq, =
God given you are not minded, buc forgotten : T}, ercl
is none thatlives butare more or lefs tryed by Go dil 4
this very kind,fomg time Or other of their life, for they
are not only fharers in Gods common favours, th tw
he daily beftows upon all, . as Rain, frmtfql feafong W
food. rayment, healch, (Arength, and the like . bus ’ﬂ(
alfo fignal and {pecial favours,as Redemption from g4 i
Grave, when at the| very brink to vifible view, e"tn‘b'f;
favours of fuch like kind as //rael bad, when the firft.
born in Egypt dyed, notaDog barksagainft /. ‘#
when Plague or Sword fweeps away by l1undrcd§, On,mh
our right hand, and on ourleft, and we remain un g
touched ; thiscertainly is never to beforgotten : fo the
red-Sea deliverance, the pillat of Cloud !’Y day, an d‘w
of Fire by night, together with the dividing of thelf
Waters of Ferdan, are Parables d_oub;lefs in Gofpey
days, and weunder as gracious Obligations to remepm.
ber with thankfulne(s Gods loving kl_ndngfs v Dawid
that good man, makes obfervation in tl'_us cafe of old.
Ifracland hath Jeftcheir ftainfor generations to come
¢o read and take warning by. Pfal, 106,09, 10,1y |
12, 13. God rebuked the red Sea, and it was dryed
up, and redeemed them from the hand of their ¢n
mics; yet they foon forgoe his Works, and waited not f,
bis connfels SO 2 Chrow.32.2.4. H"“k"ﬂbwfuﬁpk
2o death, andhe prayedoGod, and be gave bim a fign
bur Hezekialk rendred not again accrding to the bey eﬁ: .

| dowe ™




Signs of 4 Dying or decaying Chriftian. 199
ome bins ; (' mark chat ) his return was not as fignal s’
his favour, ‘thercfore God fuffers wrath to come vpo n
Im ; by all which it is clear, that more then ordinary
,‘&VO“TF, calls for more then ordinary returns ; and
r ‘Whereits a wanting, God is provoked to fuffer fuch to

fall : 1pray God make this hint as acceptable, as it is
" feafonable to thofe that fhall meet with it.
UE# IOllrthly, A fourth Mark how perfons may know.
#When God will fuffer them to fall into Sin ; When un-
gder great firaits, youare not much with God for wif-
0m and counfel, Neglect here muft needs be dange-.
@'Tous  for it is a kind of tempting God, ‘adaringas it
0 Were the holy One of Ifrael; When under great firaits
ithat for good ends he brings upon them, they are care=
wgr'fs to requeft his help for their efcaping, and anfwer-
o able gaining, ‘No 'man that trades in the way to hea-
dhven, “bu at times is exercifed with great firaits of one
ind ‘or another, the very entrance intoit promifeth
ginothing lefs, Aark 8. 34. whofocver will come afver.
ime, ler bim take up bis Crofs dasly andfollow me ;SO

/

p hat Jefus Chrift would have perfons count upon meet=

fHisan is born to trouble as the [parks fly #pWard. Job.5.7.
i

e to perith, Aas. 26. 4, The Shepheard foall be

Etvative againft fuch a danger, is, Watch and pray

: ‘ﬂm"’ failing thew for fear, and for locking after whae

M {haken's Thevefore watch ye and pray always, thas ye

ow that none may fink under them , Jefus Chrift
lik
mitten, and the Sheep all fcattered; now the beft pre~
feh
)
9”,!‘!"11 come to pafs ; for the Powers of Heaven/foall be
'?%l’"d] be accounted worthy toefcape. By thefe Texts, to-
i

iIng with hard things, that will be his Difciples; For
ath made provifion, which if they negle they are
i
s €At ye enter not into temptation, Luke 21, 26. Mens
¢
i e '
ifiBether with Phil. 4. 6. Be careful for nothing, but in
4

every thing by prayer amli\_lfuppliutiaﬂ, let your rtqmjz.r-
3 g

-




180  Signsef & Dyingor decaying Chriftian,
be wade knoven wuto God.  Clearly noting,that perfon, 'l
under ftraits, are not in Gods fecurity ont of: the way,
of prayer ; well therefore may this prove an accep:g. | 0
ble caution to every Chriftian, when he “"dﬂ'goeth‘%
his fharein the Crofsof Jefus, to make his complaim:f‘
and earnelt cries to him by prayer, with fupplication, ¥
No doubt but fuch will find Chrift fealonably hﬂpiné /i
him : but if you find a fecure drowfinefs attend the f
heart, then conclude your mifery is nOt. yet at the # ﬂ‘
height : The Difciples are found aflcep three timey fi
together, and cannot wateh with theic Lord one hoge_ /
hefore their mifery will be greater by his being taken fl
from them: but X fhall end this Mark, leaving fop |
our gracious pattern the example,of Jefus Chrig "
who being in an Agony a'nd [weat, 85 it were grey t/
drops of bloodhe atthat time,prayedthe more carnefily Y
Lu;:féfl}j?&’hen you, readily clofe with occafiong to' f
fin - this tempts. the Devil to temptyou, and temptg ;
God to leaye yous Samp/en in 7wdges 14 feeks toyf"
take a Wife among che Uncircumcifed, that be i ghe
feck ax.occafion againft thens : Even fo, dothnot the ﬁ

e

Devil make his atcempts, whereby be may give an

occafion tor Gods. People tafins The ready clofing i
wherewith , tempteth him further to- tempt them, i}
and indeed temptethGodtoleavethem : Now ocea.
fions to fin comes many ways, and. from differens ”"’
objedts, that may have but lictle beginning, and yee |
rall conclnfions ; fometimes the ear heareth that which'

fets the heart on fire; fometimes. the eye feeth thaell
which- brings wo to themind ;. witnefs. David, whe
atthetopof his roof, as he was.walking, feeth 1;4,;,,#‘
foeba wathing her felf, and her beauty paffing through !
the cafement of his eyes; this fmall occafion took

poffeffion, and made him a prifoner to his great over~

throw
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ithrow 2 So' Fofh-7. 21, " Achan [aW amoxg the [poils,
4. goodly Babylowifs Garment, and a wedgeof Gold,
bis eye lookéd. and his heart Infted till be was vauined,
i"4Now every man that knoweth any thing of fins way,
nows that itfeeks and takes occafion from very fmall
(beginnings, Bebold bow great a fire a lissle [pavk kin-
dieth; it begins by little, taking its degrees, -and
15 carried through the eyesitothethoughts, then to
conception, then to affe@ion, then to confent, then
to action : Now the provifion theholy Scripture makes

1in this kind, is pofitively engaged by way of Precept,

0 abfain from all appearancesof evil, 1 Thef §.22¢

Clearly noting, that in order to perfons certain fecu-

§¥aTity from the commiffion of all evil, they muftabftain

,wifrom its Appearance: very obfervable is Gods care

"0 Ifracl of old, nofooner werethey outof Egype,

fgbut he feeks to take all oceafions of finontof their

f° Way. Exod. 13. v7. And it-chme topafs; tharwhin

 f Pharaoh bad let-thie People go, . thar God led them nor

00 throngh the Land of the Philiftines; although ic was

iy #ear. ( note that ) leff peradventnre the people fee 77av,

kY @5d-vetprn to Egypt again. So Exod.23. 13,33- Al-

W10 Deu. 7, 28, Prov, 22, 2425, They mult cut

% doren. ¢hei graven-Images, dand burn:them with fire,

d and defive nine of . the filver thats.on them, leff they be

& [nare antothem. Sothewife-man, cownfelsto make.
B o' friendfbip With an angry man, and withafurions
Bl ™4n 5 5o mot togo, left we learn his ways, and get & [ware
0y Yoonr ouls,

gl ~Sixthly, ‘When you are not pitiful to the tempted,
ﬂ“ but in your profperity forget their calamity ; God is
% pleafed many times to fuffer Satan to be let loofe upon

A lome Chriltians, and to try them forely, yea, to en-

* Bige them deepin adual War, whileft other Chriftians
,ﬁ’k A0t were, are lookers on, to let the one fee how
; N 4 © weak

g




383 Signsef a Dying or decaying Chriffian,
weak he is inthe hands of thisfpiritual Adverfury, ol
lefc to himfelf; and to try theother, whatframe of il
heart he carries towards his brother-in diftrefs, ap dj i
this if wilely improved tunrs to the greatadvantage o¢"
both: The perfonal fufferer, if he endure, bemmcg%
heir to thepromife, annexed to the condition of the
tempted. Fam. 1. 12, And the Jooker on, if he by i
beholding is fo enflamed with zealous love and pj W
to his foffering brother; that he greatly fuffers aify’, £

The ent @ ofwded,' the other burns. 2 Cor. 11, 5 ol j
Whenall the firength a poor tempted foul hath, js ¢q i
gaged in hot fight with the Devil, Flefh, and Worlq,
then pity fromlookerson, proves like a frefh recryjg it
¢0 a fhattezed Army, it {0 fuits with Gods will, and i
with the tempteds ‘want; whereas on the contrary
want of pity inlookers on, asit ftrengthens the hangg up
ofthe Adverfary, and tempts the courage of the troya
bled to grow flat.. Now this fixth Mark is framed ¢ v

%
‘

that end, if the Lord will, thatlookerson may rigg (|
only know what frame of hearr ehiey dre to be of .i

fuch feafon; but to provokethem to make haft to it
in Amos. 6. 4. there was neglc& to this duty, and e | /
meets witha fad falute; #70 tothém that are at eafein i
Fion, that lie spon nponhd;af Tvory, :Igﬂf dri”k Wing i
ju Bowls, but are notgriewdgor the Afflittions of Jo. ﬁ
feph: No iniqaity _( mar}( that) fo 'PYOVles God B
as to be preferred.in pun}mmcnt before this; T7hsy §
mnft go into Captivity, With. the firft that go Captive,
Amos 1. 1. Numb. 20. from the 14. 10 the 25
God will not bear fuch a pitile(s heartin his very Epe.
mies. lfa. 47. 6 [was wrath with my People, ang
e them into thy bands; and wpon’ thy ancient very |
beduily haft thow 1aid thy yote s Therefore in one e 4
jlmti come uponthee lofs of Childyen, and vwidow. by, b
“‘Remember therefore thofe that are in Bonds, as boung &
With |




Signs of & Dying or decaying Chriftian, 183
With them, and thew that fuffer Adverfity, s being
alfoof the fame Bedy. Heb, 13. Read and confider,
and the good Lord give youunderftanding ; Amen.
Andfo pafsto the 27¢h, Sign,

w‘; . CHAP., XXVIL

y;t;d Shewing Satans way, by which be gets in owr day_moff
v advantage upen Churches ; and & plain difcovery
@b - of .tbe firft rife of the Quakers ; fbewing alfo the great
/B Law of Edification, 1o be preferredin all Doltrine 5

with Cantions to [nch aslive ont of all Churchway;
" With Cantions bow Churches are to behave themfelves
. time of veSt from per(eention,

B o S1 G N. XXVIL:
i W Hen yau are ngljty clyiom dﬂut tbe l(ﬂt‘)‘

0’# matters of Gods Law, and mighty care=

5"9 efs alout the weightier. :
;ﬂj When Satan che grand Engine of begining and per-
f’ fc&mg a Chriftians ruine, cannot at once knock his
!’.fj.heart and hands from off the Ordinances of Gods |
0 Houfe , * thereby to make him deftitate of the
"4 very means to good, he ufually works this way,
MJ where he finds meet fubje@s to be working upon, viz.
¥4 Make fome more curious by far then God would have
I ;thcm'; and fo wholly taken up with the leffer matters
a‘f 1 of GodsLaw, thathemay have the fairer opportuni-
'!g t0 make them as carelefs in the weightier ; by this
gl manner of drefs he deceives far more, then by his
2;); common known drefs of vifible prophanenefs ; this

S

f being fo far from the road of the rude ranting way,
f ehat

/

b




184 Signs of s Dying or decaying Chriftiay,
¢hat it fhows, yea and pretendsto exceed Chrifij,
in their right Saint-like way, carrying with it proge
{fion of , and contention for commands of ‘G 4
wWwhich fpirit meeting withignorant and inconfideraee #
eoplemakes a noife as though it would drive theworlq #.
Before it, while the fairer, furer Chriltian, that carrjeq )
on his matters temp;rately? gxl;npg (ei;x: :;rgsa ;0 eve
ommand, yet feems 1n ther 0 fo dien, fy
:g’a: they are rZady to bid him ftand further off, they f“‘ﬂ
arc.rlmtzl;e;é;l::?th; a wonderfu_l m_yﬂcrious one, ang %
without all doubt worketh mightily, not only among f
e Chutches, but in and among e People callg 1
wakers, wwhofe fpirit 1s yet kept under b the wife
God, tll a wiper feafon, from fhewing it elf in thay ‘pﬂ‘
Atheifts drefs, that ‘certainly it did rife from, apq ﬁ
certainly will end in. They being of all people Ph,_| C
rafaical like,out ofall cty,contenders f_or that that coma g’
paratively is but the thell of Chriftianity, andare fq w,
far from contending for, that they fet themfelves even  /
apainft the kernel or fubftance of Religion; and the Ly
Church of God can truly witnefs this, forfrom among ﬂ
themfelves are fome gone out, withas fair pretences a'.w
can be,of living more toGod in the Spiritand power 0€¢
holinefs, and yet quickly fhewing themfelves in the |

Erinciples of denying both the Refurredion of the

myftery of carrying on moft abominable Atheiﬂical¢
tocome; And fo bend their bowat the overthrowin }'

ody from the grave of the earth, and Judgment day
g.

|
1
the very foundation of godlinefs, in th.c myliery of §
Egyprian darkoels, and yet undcr_thc highe(t preten. j
cesof Angel-light, Itis clearly evident, that the firft )h
rife of that fpirit laid its beginning upon thefe very !
materials, of being curious intheleffer, and carelefs z‘
in the weightier, making nothing fecretly toa& grofs

abomination

B
i
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, a.bomination ( as fome can witnefs ). yet to publick
il View, where they might have the fairer advantage to
il deceive the fimple, did make greac fhow of tender
i tefpe& to fome leffer matters of Gods Law ; and in-

ddecd our-talk every body, while God knows they
; did noz thns plead ouc of true love to Gods Law
M.that they had, but becaufe no bait would fo fit
%tiitithhook, and carry on the bufinefs they defigned

IKE LS,

#l . Now Satan himfelf full well knows, that it is in vaio
i“‘ for bim to expe@ theaccomplifhing any great defign
4 among the feparated Churches, any other way, for
% Blthinefs of flefh isfo manifeft, that every body among
% them that knows but any thing, knowsthey arere-
i deemed from that, but filthinels of the fpiric which
W works fecretly, and yet ends carnally and mortally,
§ 15 his grand working way ; which doubtlefs the Apo-
i ftle well knew, when hegavethis exhortationto the
| Corinth Church, with tbis defcription, which 1 pray
#4 Obferve. Chap. 7..1. where be befeecheth them.nat
i Ooly, to cleanfe them[elves from all: filihimefs of the
7| flefh , but by way of diftindion, filthinefs of Spiriz
") #/fo, and that in ordecto thetrperlediild holonels
in tie feavof Gov. Readalfo 7z 30 21. And by

{ this myfterious means he takes infome place, and ar

4 mong fome people by companics, that moft of them
{ in.their true Church ftanding were the carnallef},
"l mean,and ignoranteft Chriltians, havingin them as lic-
tle experience as conldbe of the power of Godlinels,

{0 little, that if they had any lefs, would have had

t0o lictle to be born by the Church; yet intangling
th_Cmfclvcs with this fpirit of deceit, ( or filthinefs of

¢ Tpirit ) have grown mighty confident, bold, and lift-
~ od up, too wiflefor their teachers, defpifing thofe far
efore themin grace, yet far behind themin theirac-
count
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count ; and very juftly may and doth the Lord (e
fuch fall into fpiritual deceit, notwithftanding the
plead for fome of his ownlaw, they being mott care.
lefs, where he would have them molt careful ; fo rep,.
ders their care in the lefer, while carelefsin the greae_ #
er, of no account with him at all, he taking no pleg.
fure in fuch, but greatly difdaining them.  Afar, 25 |
23. Wo unto you Scribes and Pharifets, for you pay'|
tyth of mint, Amnife, and Cuvimin, and have omsittel |
the Weigheier matsers of the Law. They are undey |
Gods wo, though they do’ what they ought to do, ljz
yet in leaviog undone fomething weighier, thayy ¢
onght to be done alfo. Mujtltudes as the Scriptyre. | "
witnefleth have been, and God knows in our day y‘
are, deceived in this matter , who content themfelves ,ef‘;
fome in being mighty juft between man, and maay . b
which in it felf is good, yet loofe in other marters ; /
others great Church-men, yet abominable proud, co2 #*
vetous, or both, much like thofe. J/a. §8. 2. Thgy p,z
(eck, God daily, and delig/?t to know his Wayes, (‘mark g
that ) as @ Nation that did righteon[nefs, ana’deligln ﬂ‘
in approching to God; yea, they faft and affiiil theiy ﬂ
Sonls, How excellent ure all thefe things mentioned ﬂ
and worthy our noting ? that though found in this pra:
@ice, yet fent to by God to be told of their fins . a) ¢
which noted together proves, that faithfulne(s in fome £
eruths, while unfaithful in other truths, more, or as j#
material , renders the fervices of fuch to be of no ac- ,ﬁJ
count : 2ll which I have briefly noted for caution tqg pv
two forts of peoplein fpecial. ' ﬂ
Firlt, Such aslive out of moft way of Gofpel fepas ‘|
ration, and yet keeping themfelves under the obfer- d‘
vation of fome truths, that confcience and thelight of §
nature di@ates to them, though under apparent neg. H
led, and in difobedicnce to many known Gofpel-
Cl‘utbs i

w
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# truths, that they know or eafily may know, follop-

i ing the Counfel of God, tocry after knowledge, and

" Uft up their voyce for anderffanding [earching as they

\ fearch for their filver , digging as they dig for their bid

| freafure: That is, taking as great pains for the know-

| ledge of the true treafure, as they take to poflefs

| themfelyes with worldly treeafure; for the gecting

| whereof they rife up Early, go to bed Late, and eat

the bread of painfulnefs; but all chis while content

| themfelves with lazie defires, and faint withes after

| the true treafure, and will not clofe with any thing

| that proyes coftly in getting or keeping. Fames 2. 19.

2 hon believest there is one God, thow dift wek, the Des

Wils alfo believe and tyemble 5 bat thow Wilt kngw O vasn

man, that faith Without works i dead, being alone s

- Therefore faith muft be of a Gofpel kind, and proved

7 £ be fo by Gofpel works: Though a man fhould beg

i Pardon of his fin, of lying, cheating, covetoufnefs,

# Or uncleannefs, or fuch like works of the flefhall his

| Uayes, and yet continuein any, orallof thefe ; yea,

| though he could cry foric,cill his heart-ftrings break,he

J Muft mifs of it, asking out of the way of the promife,

i in which Ipardon is decreed by the God of Heaven to

14 be given, o'that every repentance fuppofed to be right,

g may be wrong, and that faith not of a Gofpel kind,

s though of 3 Gofpel thew , If aman would have Sal-

g4l vation with his fins, or Chrift and his finstoo, be goes

gl out of the channel of the penitent, who are wont to,

iff Meet God in forrow for fin, and tarning from fin,

% Prov, 18,y 3. Hethat covereth his fins,fball not profper,

tﬁ _'f:t who fo confefleth and Foatakerh them, [ball have
ercy.

- Now deceitful hearts, through the Devils wiles,

Mifconftrue promifes of Glory, taking part for the

\Whole, haying confident dependance upon the promi-

k. fes
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fes of life; and can cite many Scriptures wherein are WT
gracious promifes made by God to finners ; but never .’/
confider what 1iinog of finners they be, to whom
the promifes are made, neither take any due care o )
pcrform thie condition the promife is made upon .
fo pleafe themfelves in the hope of Heaven, not dilj. f’
gently weighing the foundacion their hope is. buyjle
upon. Itis like to prove with fueb, @ with a hungyy ©
man, be dreameth, and behold be eateth, bnt he awal- ’f
eth and bis foul v empt). 1fa. 29. 8. Many will fay tg
Chrift in the great day, mbm/.emtmnnd arunk in thy i
prefence, and thok haft tanght in our [frects, therefore ;0‘
Lord, Lord, open to #85 depart from me ye worker i
of iniquity s whofe hope muft perifbin being not of i
ehat purifying kind, tbat renews the foul God.ward, ¥
but @ill allows the flefh a commanding powey |
forgetting that great mark, which proves the hopeof M
Gods Ele& to be of the right kind. 1 Jobn 3, y. |
And every one that bath ICYis Wope 7 him, purif]"[,
* bimfelf even as he 15 prye. i |
Secondly , Let this ferve for caution to fuch iy
Churches, asare, ot are like to be curiousin the lefler,
whiles carelefs in the greater. Great hath been the
trouble of fuch Churches ascan witnefs chis decay to
have been amongft them , it {till took thie moft incon-
fiderate, that lived too much below comparifon in
Gods Law, where ot when to be more or lefsin con. |
defcention in order ro the he!t maintaining edification ;
which is the great end of all inflitution : they forget-
ring, or not knowing this, have gone fo unfeafonabl
‘about fetting up the leffer, that theyhave debafed che
weightier ; making the remedy prove far worfe chen
the difeafe ; ‘catrying on this work wich fuch mannep
of ‘manapgement, thac an indifferent ftander by could -
nor but imgine,, that ‘fure the whole will of God,’

lay ' 

l
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intheone, two or three leffer things, that they fo
Pleaded for, efpecially, feeing it carried on with thac
aeat of Spirit, and refolution of taking place, that the
onds of love, and Church-Communion could not
old th'em.
M Whence hath the divifions among thefe Gofpel-
FiChurches, both in affe@ion and pra&ice rifen, if not
s{, rom this very'root ? Cannot hundreds witnefs, yea
jAnd mourn for whatthey know in this macter ? Hath
ﬂ” t the preat law of love, and the great defign of all
P rdinances, to wit, Edification, been facrificed for
f'ilthe will of fome novelties ? 1know what I fpeak to be
#truth, ' and that I have many witneffes. i 7
ﬂ:,{J The honour of God, the credic of his Religion,

%hen it hath come in competition, hath been lefs pre-

Wikerred chen fome new apprehenfion, if pot fome old
(€1tour newly efpoufed; doth not this preach perfons
fWonderfully carnal, and wife in their own conceits 2
: “’HOW far have fuch gone from Chrifts good example #
;? )1 have Jet. many things to fay to o, bur ye cannos
! ‘f"“" thems now, ~ Let us mind a lictle, their beft feafon
- JOf receiving was Chrifts beft feafon of declaring :

@4Doth not Chrift by this, teach every Difciple of his,
0 digelt well themfelves ? e
il Firft, What they have to offer before theyoffer it
#930d the beft feafon oo ; may not, nay have not fome
HIbYy fecking before due feafon, to fec up fome one leffer
‘ L’*W, thrown down feveral greater laws ; nay hath oot
fQ“.‘F unfeafonably bringing inthe truth, together witl!
ithe ji| management thereof ; brought into the Church
1by bead and fhoulders, Envying, Strife, and Divifion,
and caft out Humblene[s of mind, Long-[affering, Gen=
i#lenefs and Bowels ? Doth not the boly Apottle fera
Copy. for all, how towalk in this refpe ? 1 Cor. 3. 1.
1174 1 Brethren comld net Speak amto yon, as snto fp‘iri-
t#al,
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sual, but asuntocarnal, eves babes inChrift . 1 bl
fed yon With milk, axndnot With meat, for hitheys, &
“have not been able to bear it, mesther yet are s
Doth not he here conﬁdc_r their inward conﬁyimtionfﬁ
* and prepare his difhto their ftomack ?* And is nog o>
Heavens road.way to bring in the greater 2 By an gy
derly firft bringiog in the leffer 3 witnefs thx.s holy A~
poftles carriage. 1 Cor. 12.17; 18, 19. Did I
a.gain of yok, by any of them [ fent to yous, .Id"ﬁr-e,jﬁ‘
Titus. and with bim I(ent A 6r0tbff 3 d;,{Tltus mak, ’r
a gair; of yos ? e [peak before Gf)d in Chrift, We do a)) |‘
téing: dearly beloved for yonr edifying : he had refpe@
to the greac defign, Edification ; and when requiring
their performance of a leffer duty, to wit, Qiving F'ﬂ
their temporals to vhem from Whom they received fp‘.’i-,‘lﬁ
suals, cven as the Lord hath ordained; that they tl’“#d‘j
preach the Gofpflﬂwuld live of the Gofpel : Yetas] fa l

but now, if the calling for the performanceof th;‘s' F
duty, will not {tand with their edihfation inthe maj,
he will racher preach the Gofpel of God freely: » o art ')1
11. 9. But When [ was prefent with yonu, ( And Wyl V’
£ ) [ was chargeable tonoman, and in all things Thaye |
kepe my [elf from being burthenfome to you ; and fo 7 é"
will keep my [elf : you fee, though he wants neceffarie
he wifl take nothing of them, but rather OVCr-bm:’B’l
then other Churches that are betrer fpirited to beap yfﬁ
it, then among this people labourin vain ;. may not all W
mournforGofpel-lofs,through the want of fuch walk;y, #V‘
one towards another in onr days? How profperous j, ﬂ"
probability, may not Ifay in certainty had the try; »éi
been over it is, through our Nation, had it not been #
for thofe divifions that now areamong the Churchega i
Whofe beginnings came in this way ? I dofecretly re. g
joyce, to think what a blefled iffae would haye bce‘"‘f

resped of general harmony. amongft Gods Children,
: : whilg
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i While all perfons in all places, and among all people
Hpoke the fame things. RNy
But on the contrary, here the Church refls from
Perfecution or Trouble without, what then follows 2
Doth fhe not fettle upon her Lees, while fhe was -
troubled, fhe united and became one thoulder to
il every burden, now fhe hath reft 2 What doth God
egll for; chac chen fhe be edifyed, and walk inthe
Fear of the Lord; and in the Comfort of the Holy-
Ghoft, and increafed, growing more in goodnefs
nd greatnefs, may it not be for Lamentation, thac |
Experience hath told us the contrary,when the Church. |
ad relt intimes paft, grew fhe notCarnal, Froward,
Warldly ;. Proud, Cenforions, Enviows , Zuarrels |
M, and fell from Humility and Gentlene(s , 10LO
Emulation, wrarh, Strife, Sedition; and for this |
hath ot God feourged fome to lofs of Subftance; |
others of Life it felf, and driven all back into Egypte
Again, fhall twelve years experience be fufficient (0 |
arn us for ever to Live in Love, fecing now there
s like to come a little time of revivingagain? Would
We bave it la(t long, ard end in Weal 2 Let uslabout
i with mighc afier the good Apoftles Spirit, to beall
#things and do all things to Edification. My Fellow
Travellers for Jernfalem the Cicy of God ; let us
% ftudy thac Leffon, not refting fhort of living the life
(OF it. phil 2. 3. Ler nothing be done through ferife or
j Vain glory, but in lowlinefs of mind ler each efteem others
Wl oetter then themfelves , This will bring into their Can-
#dictticks thofe two glorious lights of Gods-Houfe
IPEACE and . OV E, whilewe efteem others bet-
g ter then our felves, there will be Love, and where
Ove is, there will be forbéarance; it beareth all’
hings , it hopeth all things, endureth all things,
and is kinid ; and where this Love is, there will be
Q pedce;

-
2




-themfelves, and lay low one another? Dothnog alfo |

care night and day, how they may in Places, Ty, |l
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peace, and a habitation fitced forthe Prince of peace
to take up his abode in. Alas, Alas, Loth netthe
Adverfary hinder the Building greatly  while he car,
eruly fay, do you not fee how they are divided amop,

the confcious feeker ftumble greatly at this, and ay, /
what fhallf do ? Where to fectle I cannottell 2 pory
not the carnal Chriftian becaofe of this pleafe himfe)
that he is got into the world of liberty from o =
Church-way? O that the Lord would be intreated ¢
awaken the ppright ! yetto make ittheir prayer, and

mrs, elpecially in the main, both tofpeak and 4. |
thlz;éme tging; this will be bleffed with better ﬁ:l:
CC(S to GOd ﬂnd GOprl, in one year, then the bcft
indeavours of another kind, for time paft hath bee,
in twenty years,

ves | have done,and the good Lord begin to fet this
humble caution to Churches home, that they all g,
cake the good Apofilesrule. 1 Cor. 14. 26. How ;, &
shen brothren, When you come together, every ome batly
« Pfalm, hatha Doblrine, hath a Tongne , hath 4 po. Iy
welation, bath aninterpretationd et all thingg pe k’

+ pone to Coifping.

g
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CHA p, XXVIIIL.

Stewing the ncce(fity of humble waiting, and confident.
depending upon the holy Spirss, to help in the great
Work of mortification; the neceffity Whereof # [oewed
in [even particulars, with fix direllions how to get and
keep shis holy Spirit.

SIGN XXVIIL
frf ‘N 7 Hen the holy Spirits belp tothe great work

, of mortification, [eems notof abfolure ne-
h cefsityto you, :

That is, its working help, and way is nottaken
¥ Deedto : neceffity of the holy Spirits helpin this mat-
| ter of greatconcernment, caonot be known, fo asto
' be to chis great end worthily improved, without know-
:lcdge to a good degree, howin this great work the
f holy Spirits help is concerned, and whether fo concern-
f ed, that without its belp, mortification of fininits
tight order, cannot bebrought abour. Now where
the holy Spirit is fought unto,and humbly waited opon
- for help, he doth fhew himfelf helpful inthefe par-
ticulars, ’

Firft, In fortifying the mifd of a Chriftian with {piri3
Wal materials, meet ro wage war with the {piritual ad-
N lveff"fiCS,F lifhwrerid, and Dewil, all which are {trong-
A lymgﬂged againft a poor convert. Gal. §5.7. Zhe flefb
y. "ﬂ“’{ againft the Spirit 5 defiring and ftriving todo
V| What is ‘dire@ly contrary to the Spiric, likea perfe®
0»? Oppofite, aiming and ftriving to fet upall impurity,.
(£ €Omracy to, or againft the Spirits purity. Now the
i Q3 mind

»
>
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mind being che moft noble parcin man, that the fleth
is moit ingaged againft; fo that Perer in his 3 Epip
2. 4, 12. cautions to a&[_iairz‘from ﬂ;/H] lufts, Wbicl;
war againft the foxl, or mind , therefore faith the hol
ApoltleSt, Panks: Bom.?.23, i feca Law in mymespe o
bevs, Warringagainftovhe. Law of my mind, toleqq
we: captive to the Liaw of fin, samy members | And
Frich: Jefos Chuift. Adat, 22i:37- Thow fkalt love ),
Lord thy God with all thy [onl, andwith all by miyg
All which together, proving the mind to be the mog
noble part,at which the boly Spirit to poilefs with good, |
and the adverfary to poffefls with bad, hath a chieg
and only aim, knowing right well, ‘that conqueg
there carries away the whole man 5 and thereforg the
“@lons of food fen, and wicked mien, are more or
fefs reputed good or bad, as they are more or ey
marged with the @int. Nehem. 4. 6,7 The byij.
ders that wronght upon the Wwal, With one band, ‘beld ,

Soedpon, and With the other hand wroug bt in'the wor b,

for the people bad 4 TBI00 Lo work : which noteg ho“;‘

mightily a willing miqd doch contribute to a fuecefz
Il work, and that thisis greatly efteenied off by Gog,
vead Ifa. 26. 3. Thon wilt Keep bim in perfect peace
Sohofe ‘mind is fayed on thee ;_‘thou wilt kecpth'em,
fisch are the proper fubjeds of Gods grear care,whofs
minds on God is ftayed, and they fhall hayve peace !
peace, that is, peace inits beft performances, andi;;
ill'irs degrees: Peace at home, abfoad, “in Norms,
m calas, within, wichour, equivalent wichthat ble_
{jing anncxed to commandment.keepers. Pene, 28,
Bepinning, But on the contrary.” Prov, 21, 39,
¢ ke [acrifice of ‘the Wicked is abomination to the For
v oAn iy wmode, when be brings it with a wich,}
#iint'y So that at the belt the wickeds facrifices are
abominable, but how much more, when they come

: with .
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8 with a mind fet on wickednefs 2 Phil. 3. 18, 19, For
Wit many walk of Whom | have told yom often, and now telf
8 Jon even weeping, they are enemies of theCrofs of Chrift,
U Who mind earthly things: Now all this premifed, bes
§ Ipeaks the neceflity of the holy Spirits help tofortifie
fi the mind with {piritual materials, mect to wage war
with the fpiricual adverfary , for the fruit of the Spirit
% in all goodnefs, righteonfnefs andtruth, proving what
| % acceptable tq God ; and istherefore put in oppofitien
1 10 the works of the flefh: Ephef. 5. 0, 10. Gal. 5.

4 22. But the fruits of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
& “meekpefs, long - fuffering, ‘gm.tlme[:, goo‘dm[.r,' fn';tb; _
J, "ow a mind deftitute of this holy Spirits fruic, is no.
Wl Way able to withitand the motionsof the flefh ; buc
f is carried captive with every lufiful baie at thetemp-

4 Yers will s for they that are after the flefb, do m{;fdtkt

y ‘/ﬂing: of the flefb , and as itis the care of theevil one,

§ 10 have the mind of finnersinhis poffe(fion; even fo

il the fict work the holy Spirit-doth upon the con- -
Jl verted, 1s to put Godslaw into their mind, by demol-
7 'lifhing thofe dark works, in thofe that turnco God,

t both inDebafing what was, and in Exalting what was

| Ot Ephef. 4. 17. This I fay therefore, avd toffific

| % the Lord, that you walk not as other Gentiles Yalk,
| the wanitics of their mind. verfe 22. Butthat yon

{ Pt off concerning the former converfation, the old many,
| With his deeds, and then is a neceflity of patting
| 9% the wew man Wirh bis deeds for if the houfe, or

| Deary §, empty, [wept, and garnifbed from all bad, and

| Yet not poflelt withlike good, theevilone enters a-

| BAIn, and makes the cafe worfethen before ; All which
.|n°t°§ the neceffity of having dependance upon the ho-
fV.S.P“lt- Ephef. 3. 16, 17, To fortifie the mind with

' l;lrgual materials, meet to wage wat with this fpiriru-
éﬁﬁ verfary 5 and thus [ have done with the ficft mark,
- "t come to the fecond, O 3. .Second»
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Secandly, It is the Spirits work, to difcover to the
Chriftian man, whereinhis danger moit lies ; thagjs
by what bait, and to what evilsthe tempteris mof
like to draw him ; Ignorance here caufeth people tq
go into the tempters way, and withont defilemen;

more ot lefs, they can hardly return, and furely 5,7, "

mon alludes to this in oneof his petitions to God fo
Ifrael. 1 Kings 8. 38. what prayer and [upplicasiy,
fotver be made by anyman,or by all thy peoplelfrael,wh;ey,
[Fall_kpow cvery man the WPIAGUE of hus o000 Veayg
clearly implying, that among Ifracl thﬂ'ﬁ might b,
thar did not know their own earts olague, op
- gherein their danger moft lay. Now the holy Spirit
was given to infiruct them, and fo vyxtneffe:b, Nebew,
9. 20 T hon gatyeﬂ thy gaad Spirst to mﬂrﬂ& then; .
thie manner how is fet out in, Exod. 13.17. Andj
came to pafs when Pharaoh bad iet the people £o, they
God led them not through the way of the Phlhﬁines;
althongh thar was near, for God [aid, left t]y_e) repens
whep they fee war, and reswrn to Egypt again, Itis
very queltionahle, if notout of doubt, that this dap.
ger was not in their eye at all, but God led them ( faic),
Mofes, ) by his §pirit, faith Nehemiab clearly noting

that perfons hearkning, find the holy Spirit not wane.

ing to lead them in the beft way, and fec before them
the greatelt danger ; one text more and fo I have done

with this. Jfe. 20.24. Theyalfothat eyredin Spirie,

Poall come to underftanding, andtheythat murmuyeq
fhall learn Doltvines *They that through ignorance
went aftray, fhall come to underftanding, or know
their belt way ; and they that did repine, fhall leayy
Do@rine,. or be better taught.
Thirdly, The Spirits work is to difcover both the
_ firength of the tempter, and temptation, fhewing
to the Chriftian man thefe two things,

e e e e

Firft, &
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Firt, That che tempter canbut intice, notinforce.

_ Secondly, That the ftrength of histemptation lies

{10 prefent things,

. Firflt, He can and doth prepare fuitable baits and

ares, but all he doth do, and can do, amounts but -
to thus much, Therefore greater is he that isinyos,

Whex e that is againft you 3 which confideration tends

W8reatly to a believers fupport, while heisable to fay,

I know it mu(t be my faultif Ifinagaint my God,

r the tempter cannot force me, neicher did he ever

tforce any, he can and doth proffer his ware, putting

fithe belt face upon-it, as you may fee, Gex.3.4, .

Al And the Serpent faith tothevoman, ye[ball wot [arely

e s for God deth know in the day jou eat thereof, yonr

Yes fhall be opened, and [Fall be as Gods, knowing good

#d evil. Herehe makes bis baitpleafant, and to pro-

{ mife greater priviledge then yet they had ; with which

€ woman 1s taken, Adnd whenthe woman [aw that

| the fruit was good, and that it was pleafant tothe eye,
Jbe took theresf and did ear; contrary to the Law. SO

| Tob. 7, 20, 21, when Achan faw among the fpoils &
b Zoodly” Babylonifb Garment, and a Wedge of Gold, he
Wil covered them , which notes, that the Devils power to
f take, centers in preparing fair outfides, which carries
A fome after deltru@ion,as the Oxe goeth tothe flaugh-
| ter, not knowing thatit is for his life ; and indeed as
' his crade liesin fhows, fo the people he tradeth among,
( without which he could not tradeat all toany ad-
Vantage ) are filly people; and though flly people,
#] et he tradeth altogether in the dark, and cherefore is
Called the Ruler of darkmefs. Ephef. 6. 12. Andbis
- Kingdom a Kingdom of darknefs. Col 1.3. Anddare

ot come to the light, for fear his deeds hould be made
manifest, ‘

04 Second-
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Je he tradeth with fo the ftrength of his temptations

centers in prefent things; Itisall hecan make a0

and temptations of, as is evident by thefe Texy,

. Rom. 8 18. The [ufferings of this VoIt worty) 5,
wot. worthy to be compared with the glovy that fhall be y,
pealed inwus . S0 Gal 1. 4. Who gave bimfelf for,,,

har be might vedeem s from this YWICLONE evil gy
; Tim. tgl o. Demas bath forfaken me, having ,,:
 braced the Preient World.  Now allthele Seriprupeg
fpeak the temprers firength to lie inprefent thingg
which made the holy Apoltle have light account of his
{uffering 2 Cor. 4.17, Foronr light Aflittion whiy,
7s bt for a moment, worketh for us afar moreexceediy 0
“d eternal weight of glory. He comparethic wich the

ftate to come, gives it the next count to a cyphey |
calling it momentary ; and the utmolt we can make'

or any finner that lives at greateft height of W0r1d1§

pleafare, muft confefs all prefent things will amonne r,

put chefe three. .
Firft, Such as goeth but Shin-deep.

Secondly, Such ‘as may properly be called minute

foy, that is ours this minute, but eicherit taken from -

us, or we from it next minute, it laftsnot.

" “Thirdly, At the longeft worldly pleafure ferveth
us but till we come to the grave, and there it leayes
us. bty '

. Having now done with the third Difcovery of the
holy Spirits help, T {hallbriefly add two or three more

Secondly, Ashethus trades, and thefe are the pgq.

and pals to the Twenty ninth §ign of a dying Chii,

{han.
Fourthly, The holy Spirit difcovers what unprofg.
tablene(s is found in fin afrer committed, workiy
firong convictions upon the heart of the finner, and

forceth him to confefs that hiseager, purfuit after big
fin,
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fin, now he hath had hishearts defire granted, con-
trafls but wo and forrow, though fweet in the mouth
while eating, yet bitter in the belly when eaten, Azark
36, 37. What fball it profit a manto gain the whole
orld, and loofe bis foul® Or What fhall & man givein. -
xehange for bis foul? When fuch rexts as chis is
ought home to' the confcience, it doth fo awakén,
(Where not willingly withteod, that fins-hold muft
ineeds fall,
{* Fifthly, The Spirit furnifheth the Chriftian with
irithal Arguments , bearing fuch force upon his
iheart, asmakes him able to break out with fuch replies
asthefe,
| Firft, All che Devil hath to makean argument of;
18 but prefent things, and they foit not with my perfon,
{for my perfon is made up of fouland body, and all
ihe offereth, doth but refpe® and ferve that body,
ithat fhortly muft be worms.meat; and thercfore
‘“l:1 will not profit me to lofe my foul for prefent
(%4 things,
i’ Segéondly, As all he hath to make an Argument of,
"“ﬁé;f“its not with my perfon; in like manner, it fuits
ﬁl“ot with my condition ; for if I have all that heare
#1€an wifh, it carries me but tothe grave, and there
#8 leaves me, and wo beto meif fuch worksfollow me 5
| for alas T muft be raifed again, and b that foweth tothe
lﬁ”ﬂeﬂf, jhallgf the flefh reap COrruption. ‘
d"}v Sixthly,” The holy Spirit helps inlending the im-
Mediate " fupplies of new ftrength proportionable
{0 our firaits, and will not fuffer thofe that wait
% him to be tempred above what they are able to bear,
598t will with the temptationmakeway to efcape, that
f they may be able. 1 Cor. 10,13, -
# ., Seventhly, The holy Spirit helps by ftriving with
A ¢ heare, to draw it after holy performances, follow-

ing
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ingthe foul upand down with fweet vifits, and rc;_ct ,,
whifpers , prompting and inclining it God-warg
preparing a feafon for the heart to draw nigh to G4’
and then prepating the heart for that feafon: o'

' Spirit belpesh onr infirmitics, for we know wot whg, t: b
pray for aswe oxght ; but the Spivit it [elf maketh jng,,

geffion for ue, with growings which cannot be ustoyey

Rom. 8. 26. May notall chisteach us, to pat g high

value upon the holy Spirits Help, to the great wopy &

of Mortification, by all means ftriving to pleafe anq &
not grieve this holy Spirit, by which weare fea2e4 ;“:

of Redemption. ) R/
t_’?e:ZjJ‘ é{ Haviﬁg now fpoken of the holy Spirje, |
help, may not fome from hence inquire, what may §

be done to the obtaining, not only its vifits noy, 4!

and then , as a wafaring man that ta}'rxcth for 5

night; but its conftant company to abide with the |

’ »

fo“‘lj;afw. There may be three Dire&_ions_laid dowpn
briefly for its obtaining; with three Dire&tions for jig
keeping.

Firft, For its obtaining ; Get a deep fenfe of g |
want and worth. ‘
Secondly, Get longings of heart after its fupply.,

Thirdly, Make humble fupplications to the Fathep
for it.

" Firlt, Get adeep fenfe of its wantand worth 5 jee
Jefus Chriftsownargament, that the world cannot ,.
ceive this Spirit, becanfeit (ceth him not, neither know.
eth bim. John 14. 17. Now by perfonal examinag. |
on of thac fouls barrennefs, where the holy Spiric ej_ §
ther comes but feldome, or ftays not long, may foma !
confiderable fenfe of itswant be difcerned, and con
fequently of its worth; all chofe black: finful work
atted by th fons of men, are the effects of the holy

Spirits
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Spirits abfence ; and indeed t0 what degree, a good

, Manis 2 ftranger here, to that degree he is weak & un-
) 3ble, cither to make right judgment of the beft things,

ot to withftand the temptations & yexatious affanlts of
the evil one;and although & man be thus defticute where

| the holy Spiritis wanting, yet there canbe no expedtati=

on of his company, till a deep fenfe both of its want and
worthaff:& the heart, to the rendriog the foul capable
of fetting a valuable eftimation of its company.
Secondly, For its obtaining, Get longings of heart
after its fupply ; breathings and pantings from a fenfle
of its wane, haltens its coming; ‘a foul that goeth
Sadly upand downall the day long, Sick asit were of
Ove; for its frequent vifits to revive comfort and
rength; and to difcover its own wants, and the
temprers wiles ; making the fonl taller by head and
oulders, then thofe temptations that frequently at-
tend it, faying with David, Asthe Hart panteth af-
ter the water-brooks 5 fo panteth my Joul after thee O
God: Ay fonl thirfieth for the living God, When fhalk
I come and appear before thee » Orbe filled wich fop-
Plies from thee, Pfal. 42. 1, 2. ;
Thirdly, For its obtaining, Make hamble fuppli-
tations to the Father for it ; notonly fick of love with
the Spoufe ; but alfo panting and thir{ting with David,
Vet refts not here, but is again and again upon its
knees, with humble hearty fupplications to God,
even the Father; like the thirfty traveller, that going
fom Fountain to Fountain, from means to means, till
he get what his fou! travelleth after : when Jefus Chrilt
Were about to leave the Difciples, thiswas one of the
laft Legacies he gave them; And Iwillpraythe Fa-
ther, and ke fhall give you another Comforser, that be
may abide with you for cver. John14.16. If yebeing
#vil, know how to give good gifts to your children, bon’;
4 muc
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wch \more fball your heavenly Father, giyy , ‘
?pii’it‘ta them tba;vaxk him ? Tuke 11,1 'g | e~ hoty
In the fecond place, we may offer three Direq;.
ons, in order to the fare keeping the holy Spirits com? .‘
- pan’y, or holding the conftant fellowlhip, anq dea;y;
inward intimate familiarity with ' {0" happy 4 com,

fon. . : e b
PEFRl, A conftant withanding ehe beginhings of . ‘g
i ol

l. : ; ’
mstzcondly, A ready compliance with new motiong tof

all -%-?,?rdd.ly, A retaining ir: the heart, a high valug oﬁf
its E?EI}P&RY;G nftant withltanding thebeginnings of al ‘ir
evil - is that which will vgonderful}y engage the Spirits ff

com’pany; when you crufh fin in its lga{l and fipp,

motion. Now the deareftof Gods Children are jj,
ble to temptation, and it is not theirfin o be tempe, i
to fin, Jefus Chrift was tempted to fin , their fin liech fi
in clofing with the temptation; but if infiead of cIo.\ﬂ
fing with it, you do in the Spirits firength conftany f4
oppofe it: miftake me not here, I pray you, a con

ftant oppofing fin, doth not intend lefs then thefe three f i
hings. 3

t ’Figﬁ, A firm withRtanding the very firlt feaft moy;, ,ﬂﬂ
on, even a glance as it were, at the eye eqp o
thought to fin ; Abftain from all appearance of evil, F/

1 Thef. 5. 22. ‘ ‘
Secondly, As the firlt lealt motion, foin a| Cafes b

and conditions, whether the temptation fet upon you (4
when you are full orhungry, fick or well, firong op
weak, rich or poor, inaffliction or out of affli&ipy,
it will be coming with new affaults in all conditions
waiting to kill you by ‘a Guliah or B,,,;,_/Mm’:
temptations MOre  piercing , or ' more pleafing.,

[ Cox.
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i 'M E_Conﬁ_ant | intends a withftanding here. :
T Thirdly, Conftant intends continual ;- Bleffed zs the
g Manthar endureth temptation : Be thon faithful wura
D‘f:om, Aearly, and 1 will give thee s Crown of life.  James 1.12.
e 4 \ev. 2. 10, '
ol i Secondly, A fecond help to retain theholy Spirit,
g 07| may pe this; A ready compliance with new motions
fdl t all good ; it is as proper for the holy Spirit to be
g | Prompring the heart to good if hearkned to, as for
0 e fice to give heat, waiting. upon the foulin every
o0®") 'eafon, whether of rejoycings or weepings, whether
o Of doing of Gods will or fuffering for his name ; fill
,vﬂl"‘ 0 be putting fuch as wait uponit into fome fuch a&ion
(o 5 tends to their enlargment heaven-ward; but it
g% i Tuft be quietly and filently heeded, that whenit faith,
h‘Sp;irﬁ‘ Seek my face; the anfwer may be, Thy face will 1
i feek, - Great care and fear therefore muft be had, that
n¥ We tieither prieve it, by not hearing wha it faich, or
el N0t doing ‘what it bids ; nor yet quench or lightly
‘ﬁ"hio' clteem thofe gracious fervices it prompts us to,
jof ‘dy‘ : Thicdly, A third Help may be this; - A retainiog in
.ﬂﬂ"nﬂ;‘ €lieart a high value of its company ;  this is the way
. 8‘0“" W keep, and 'tobe richly encreaf’d with the company
,{afb,r  Ofthe holy Spirit 5 it cannot dwell where it isnot
i ;’;‘ll}Cd at thie higheft rate 5 and that becaufe ignorance
p0", | O 1ts worch: and work, incapacitates the foul to high

f
o ] “Xpeations, ‘being ignorant both of theability and
i tlight, thar effentially abides in the holy Spirit, to

e ie greatning in the heart things to come, and leffening
il ¢ 0" the heart things preferr.. Chrift Jefus conld notin
u“g Place, do many mighty works, becaufeof their
b *tn_ehef y the:low and mean elteem of him, leflened
Ly Zl_r expe@ation fromhim. Now.the Spirit fearch-
d0%"| *10 all things, yea; the decp things of God; We are

/,)z;bg"’ thergforg called upon to be fied with the Spirit 3 and
o] if




204 Sigks of a Dying or decaying Chrifti s’
" if we live in ity to walk after it,” being Brewgrhen ol
with its might i% the inward man, to a fall undéﬁ::a i
ing the deep chingsof God : Labour therefore, Prayy
ing over this, to retain in yonr hearts an high valae of

its company.  Amen, g‘

:

‘CHAP. X XIX. g i

- ‘. : ﬁ

veating of Spivitwal Jgnoraxce of onr everlafting ou iy
Td,":io,;g ; »f:,nd five Scriptares tending 20 reducemepy ﬂ|
from carnal [ecurity; and three [pecial Canfey vf% |
fuch a damring Decay. i #hﬂ

b
SIGN. XXIX, "fﬁ

Hen you are fa Igngrant Of yonr Spin-mn,ﬁ
franding 5. that you know not whether youy,
row or decay. ‘v,' »

This is not enly a Sign of great Decay, but a pre, ﬁ‘

di@ion of a fpeedy fall, or total threwing off thofg f

" holy badges by which a Chriftian is known from othey M ‘

men, fuch being of a Laodicean fpiric, neither hopy®

gor cold, yetfay they ave rich and encreafed with goods
aud have need of nothing 5 Being in a befotted, Carcfw
lefs Rate, not minding when they dowell orill 5 whe, (‘:

profe(Tors come to this pafs, they grow ufelefs and .

fit for tothing but to be laid afide ; for were fuch hog W

that is, zealous, a&ive, and lively they werefit fo; gl

encouragement ; and were they cold, that is, qui:"‘

dead, thiey were tobe plucked up by the roots, andy

caft into the fire ¢ now thisfort of Peoplesignorane

is a very highcrime, it being premifed, thattheir jg

gorance of theic ftandibg, growing or declining
héa-




