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i f we live in it, to nvslk afr'*' *>, firtngthcncJi 
with its might i*i the inward man, to a fall undcrftatid 'irf 
ing thedcepthingiof God: Labour therefore, pray' 
ing over this, toretaininyour hearts an high value QJ' JJ 
its company. Amtn. 'J 

C H A P . X X I X . i 
'If 

TriAtin^ ofSpiritMl Ignorance ef our everlafitk^^^^^ l 
Mtion; Mnd five Scriptures Undtng to redwen^tKit 
from cArn^l fecHrity, and three ffectd C^nf.i , j r / 
fwch a damning Decay. 

S I G N . X X I X . >t 
Kjll 

W Hen you are Jo Ignorant of your SpirituaA 
[ianding, that yoa knorv not whether p^^^t 

grovnor dec^y- -j^i 
This is not only a Sign of great Decay, but a pre, / f 

dift ion of a fpeedy fall, or total throwing off chofeir 
holy badges by which a Chriftian is known from other/ 
men, fuch being of a L*odicea» fpiri t , neither hot/.; 
nor cold, ycc faj they are rich and ehcreaftd '^ith goodtj f^f 
and have need of nothings Being in a bcfottcd, carc'f^,, 
lefs ftate, not tninding when they do well or i l l ; when|i' L 
ProfcfTors come to this pifs, they grow ufclcfs zni/', 
fit for nothing but to be laid afidc ̂  for were fuch hot . / ; 
that if , zealous, adive, and lively they were fit f o r / , 
encouragement • and were they cold, that is, qoitc'|ii 1 
dead, they were to be plucked up by the roots, a n d / 
caft into the fire : now this fort of Peoples ignorance'̂ " 
is a very high crime, i t being premifed, that their ig.yii 
oorance of their ftandihg, growing or dedinitig i / 
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^rti"*?"^*venly things, doth not come upon them for want 
>jj(iii4' of Gofpel means, allowed on Gods pSn in order to 

prfj^ncir being f rui t fu l ; but that under fufficient allow-
•j|g{Oiance in order to their growth, they prove empty, 

^y, and huskifli ^ yea and fuch, that were othcr-
J"'* in the days of their firft Efpoufal j but length of 
Y"^^ in Gofpel-flanding, for want of due care to ob-
'crvc Gofpel-cnds, they have by little and little enter­
tained'Spiritual flnmber. and fo lofe their ftomack 

relifli of the true ufe and powerful end. t 
W"*"/ from God to them hath been fo long conti-
f i / ' i and fo by long cuflom in his fervice, comea» 

J" people come, f i c before him as his people do, and 
j'^ar his word day by day, but do it nor, or live not 

i t , having a/orw of Godlyxie/s; tttt denjingthe 
r'^ir thereofi viz, Thcfpiritnalenddengncdby God 

. W " Siv>nBthcform,being not lifted up to, provokes God 
f J ^ *̂ <̂ n»plain againft fueb of old. The Oxe k/ioveth 
.01 "^"er tig Masters crih, bntKriddoth 

. ^«o*, mj peepU doth nit conjider; though J have 
[̂it̂ P (( ^"/"'^fl'td And brought them up, jet they ttfiderfland net 

0^ W i i ^ ^"'^gf't Ephraim/o£«i, titkjftg him by the arms ̂  
,01 O^L kjfe» not that I hud healed hm^ though anger t 
tl' ' i; , "^"^ flrcngth, jet he kpevitnet, and though 
• f h f j ' {["J? ^""e here and there upon him jet he kpew net.-

''(if t I ^* ^" ^"^"^ grown to that pafs in fpiri-
A lumbers, rhat even under judgments they knew 

.\tK. y ^ o w it was with them, / /k.^a.ay- Be hath pour-
2)( , the furj of his anger, and firength of bat-

.fefi'jtf J i ''"d it hath fet them cn fire roundabout^ jetheknep> 
f ' V Ui^ 'n ' L"'^ " ^ ^ ^ ' ' f ' ^ ' w , jet he laid it net to heart. 

?Jt;if'| «new not whether they grew or decayed j though i t 
^"cir fpiritual {landing under plentiful 
*''ew not whether they grewordt- .^v-, 

apparent, the decay was great, they knew not how 
it 
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i t went with them : At fuch a lofs may Profeflbrs h - 'f 
in their heaven-born-ftate, that while they areob/eA^ ',i 
of pity and forrow of heart to growing Chriftians th% 
behold their decay ; yet all makes not for their\v} " 

• kening, but ftill they think i t well with them ann 
that they have need of nothing, though bhnd a n j / 
naked. , r , 

Now the Caufes why perfons under Gofpel means (' 
grow to thisfenflefspaf. in their fpincualcflatei tn^') 
be thcfe three. . i; 

Firft Carnal fecurity m an evil time. 
Secondly, Contentment without-fideChrinianitv 
Thirdly, Not being converfant about things 

come. .5a-i)!y/r;.i.l- . • ¥, 
Firft, Carnal fccanty of hereafter Glory ^ which ^ 

confifts in a kind of confidence of Glory to cotue- 'n 
without certain care of being in that wky througfj l 
ivhich Glory is prdmifed, Itisfucha ftate aspromi. i ' ' 
feth fafecy to it felf, and yet lives a carelefs l i fe; vyij^.^ ,)t, 
the children of went to feek them an inheritance. !* 
they come to Uifh. and found the people that were >'J 
therein, how they dwelt carelefs after the manner of jv 
the Zidoniatts, quiet and fccure this proves fuch aq )', 
advantage to them, that they take their City, burtj f , 
i t with fire, and upon the ruins thereof, build them. «!v 
felvcs an Inheritance, fudges j. i , ' Clearly noting; 
how dangerous a ftate fome manner of fecurity is j /* 
fVhen the J PJAU Jaj, peace and fafetj, thenfuddendc- f 
firftBis» cemeth /ifion them, as travail upon a, woman 
with child, and thej foallmt efcape. t Thef. 5. 3. / 
feems in that good mans time, there was fome that 
had high thoughts of hereafter Glory, yet fliouid '''''' 
meet with difappointment, and their expeftations if ' 
come to nothing, though they might cry, zLiinfctc- ^" 
iaiahs time, Peace, peace, yet peace there was none-

like 
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!ike the old world in iVo^ '̂̂  time ; Sodom Gomur-

in/ .off time ; They eat, thej drank,, they bnilded^ 
'•xy planted until the day that Noah entred into the 

, and Lot left Sodom, being under fuch kind o f 
' / fecurity, at no awakening word would warn them, t i l l 
' - t laft Dedrudion ruins them. We have the likein-
, iance from Jcfus Chrift, fpeaking of the laft days, 
^ ^Uy to you, many (hall ceme from the Eaji, andn^cfi, 
/ " " ^ fit down with hht^h^^m, ifa^c, W jiicob, in the 
€j. Kingdom of Heaven, but the Children of the Kingdom 

all be caft out into utter dark»eff. May we not crem-
•̂ 'c to read this text, with felf reflexion, that from 

J the Eil\ and Well, fuch as in all prob^ibilicy never 
17 had the Tythe of that means wc have had, neither 

'leard nor feen what we have heard and feen; yet to 
,,l their meafurc had walked fo like what they had heard, 
' "^d what they had fcen, that they dial 1 be counted 

- orthy by the Lord to Rcwkb Abraham and Ifaac, 
A 'a the Kingdom, and the Children ol the Kingdom 
jl'jcaft out; namely. Such as had his Name and Ordi-
W nances a'mong them, making vifible (how of hisRe-
i'l/'igion, and promifed themfelves lack of nothing, bc-
P^i «̂ aufc they would cry Lord, Lord, and were great 
tH ''oniinil Chriftians.pleifing themfelves in giving Chrift 
f jgood words, and think none fhall be faved fo foon 
Li|jHs they, they being befet with luch falvation privi-
'lU J 8 '̂- Mat. 7 .22 ,23 . A^any will fay to me in that 
H f'' Lord, Lord, have wc not prophecied in thy Name, 
n and cafl out Devils ? Then VeiU I fay. Depart from me 
•f Workers of iniquity, I never k»eVt> you; Let none 

therefore truft in lying ^ords, Vehich cannot profit, fay J 
y f % the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord; 
rf^'" Temple of the Lord are thefe, that ye throughly 
y "'WfWî f your -^ays and jour doings-, then mil Jcaufe^ 
^P"'* to dwellfafelj. Jet. 7, begimit)^, 

' P Bui! 
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But aias how few lay to heart, the great good Sal-

vation, and delivcrant-e from the great hurt Damn'a, 
tion, eyeing witli all trembling the road way in which / 
God will both give the one, and with-hold the other. 
furcly, furely, this arnal fecurity, tlie fouls damninn ^ 
fin, would never fo ponefs pcrfons, rocking thei^ i 
afleep, did they but wichall diligence confider, that h 
fecurity of all kinds about hereafter Glory, without / 
thefe marks of lieaity defigning, and aftual endea, i 
vourinr the new creatures life, m the mcafure called 
for, as'attainable, and to be attained in the Scripture / , 
of truth, nothing being more evident, then that fuch I' r 
make it their whole bufinefs, to be convetfant about frfl 
thofe foul-fcarching texts that fpeak outfalvationby/ij 
Chritt Jefus, upon no Icfi. terms then hearty dcfi j , / , ; ' 
ing, with aauil endeavouring to live l̂ ê Chrift Jdu^ 
in Scripture conformity to his w i l l ; I lna l l bcgofGodH" 
thefe rn:iy be by them th i r r c id this, thefe five fo j , / . , 
lowing Scriptures duely weighed, which with the htlp: '̂ 
of his grace, may fervc as a deliverance, or tendto'v' 
the rouzing up of the foul from this damning (m of w c i j 
nal fecurity. f p 

The firll: is, A'cw. 8 lo . Jnti if Chrifi k i» jeit 
the body is deadkcduft of / « , hit the [pirit is life^ 

•iXx^n, becaufeof, ot wnto right eon fnejs. 2 Cor. 5 
Therefore If any man be in C hrifi, he is A new ereattsref^f 
old things ^re p.ijl arvaj, hchoU all things are hecornii 
nerv. G:il. s- 24. yind they that are Chrifis, haTii%\ 
crHcified the flejh, rvith the ajfeSlions and I f f j i s . 1 Johî Jf 
'2. 6. He that faith he abideth in him, ^^^ght himfeilh 
•fp to walk,, even as he'Wa/^ed. Chap. 3.3. Andever*^! 
jrian that hath this hope in him, purificth himfe/f cvel' -
as he is pare. Doth not thefe great Scriptures wit 
one mouth, tell you the high road way to hercafccii* 

' Glory, and prohibit any man fijoqa daring to promif 
hiiD 
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J||i felf the fame upon any other terms, or in any other 
i way , wherefore my brethren, feeing that ye, or i f 

*'| you look for fuch things, be diligent that j r w ^ y ^ r 
I found of him in peace , mthoue ffot and blamelefs, 

i j a Pet. 3, 14. . , . r 
l'lf Secondly , A fecond Caufe of pdWbns being fo 

fenfelefs, is. Contentment with out-fide Chriflianity . 
it that is, frequent in the performance of thofe Services 
/J that relate to theworfhipof God, but the thing de-
irt'i j figned by God to be reached after and obtained, is 
i^;', not parfued. It is evident both from Scripture and 
/ / Experience that perfons have been and are frequent 
r , in hearing Sermons, in Prayer, in Reading, in I-aft-
/ ing. and fuch like performance,, yet they remain ve-
/ ry^arnaUndunmortified. Now Gods gracious End 

\l in giving fuch fpiritual priviledges to pcrfoqs, being 
4 by him deflgned to beget them to his fpiritual like-

A neft, and his End not brought about, niufl needs 
% argue fuch, not. or little further then oucfidcper-
Vii formances, contenting themfclves with their Services 
/ fodone. that leaves three parts of four yet to do j for 
< what pleafure can God take in thofe. that after long 

¥ flanding under the opportunities of getting both in-
,i ward and outward excellency, in that that makes 

£ ChrilHanicy honourable, while they ftiU remain as 
/ fruitlcfs as the Fig Tree, having a great fhow at di-
,̂ 5 ftance and nothing but leaves.at hand: Doth not 
/ l Jefus Ghr i f t in fbro jny words except againRfuch, as 
A not rightly qualified for his Kingdom, Mat. 5. ao. 

Sut I fay to yeu, except your righteoufntfifhalL exceed 
ll) the righteoufneft of the Script a»d^hariftes, yt JhaU 
,L in no cafe enter into the fCingdom of Heaven : Thcit 

righteoufncfs will not do. and yet they are known to 
pi be a People much in prayer, Falling and giving Alms, 
•A Which are in therafclves good things, and ycc ibcy 

f i t p ^ 
i 
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not accepted of God, but for all this his Woes gocth 
out acainfl: thera? May it not be feared, that hun­
dreds in our days, content themfelvcs with fcarce go-
inP thus fat in outward ads, yet retain a ftrong opini­
n g that all fliall be well with them hereafter. as 
rhoufih fuch tonfidence of being favcd as they that 
aft i f are; content with, whuld content God ; but let 
i o t fuch deceive themfelves: and they may find that i f . 
^oifidence about hereafter fafety, not being aded by / 
connacncc witnefs a through / 
P ^ ^ r S return tô ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  char|. > 
""Y^ r'u o efumptTon. notWithftanding all their o u l 1 
ward p e ^ f ^ « ^ = And it is moa iure. as hath been J 
premifed in the laft.s^^«. thattheholy Spirit bears not 
witnefs with fuch fpirits. that they arc Gods Children, f . 
»nd that becaufe while they remain thus content with J'J 
out-fide Chriftianity, Reformation rcacheth not the y\ 
heart- and then is a wanting that awful reverence of 
God and of Chrift within, that commands without, f 
the toncue fo to talk, the eyes fo to look, the hands / 
t Z Z the feet fo to walk in the Hkenefs of God. 1 
as to be truly deemed his workmanlhip ; Ye are our f 
Epiftle -written in oar hearts, k»own and read of «// /i" 
men- forafmhck as ye are manifefily declared to the f , 
Epihe of Chrifl. But we ftiall leave this to confide- jffj 
ration, and fo pafs to the third and lafl Head. / 

Thirdly, perfons.are fo fenfefefs ot their fpintual f 
eftate by not being convcrfant about things to come .- / 
Now 'things to come are reduceable in fpecial to thefe 
four heads; Death, Judgment, Salvation, Damna. f 
t ion: all which are matters ( not of fliow ) but of f 
certainty, and may be called the four laft things, \f 
which every man ought to make his four firft things, f 
that he furniOieth his heart withall, becaufe indeed / 
they are Religions great caufe, and bounds; Heavens \^ 

great 
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J great Argument to call us to duty, our crejt ArgumenP 
j[f to fubmit to Heavens call. And asthelebath moreot 
•A lefs force upon the heart, they may be more or Icfs 

ad in the l i fe ; theworilof menwhofeconfciences . 
,|, -re not feared, will be found under fome awakening?, 
% '>y but reflefting here, now and then, fo forccable 
'U arc they, where in the lowed fenfc but believed ; Now 
''(j thatpcrfons, not being converfant about thefe mighty 
^ l matters, prepares way to fpiritual fenfclefsnefs, is very 
H evident' and thrrefore when God complains of his 
V\ peoples unequal walking, he cither afligus it to their 
A negligence here, as the caufc they fo walk, or feeks to 
»5 Poffefs them with remembrance here, as a moR qmck-
fd n t̂ig remedy. Bent. 8. 5 . Thou fhalt alfo cenftdertn 

heart, that as a man ch^enclh his Son jo the 
Lord thy God chafleneth thee; and the reafon of thisis 

n given by God himfelf as an argument moft Itrong. 
f j . -"^rfe 26. ; fed thee with Adanna in the mldernefs, 
f i ^hich thj Fathers kn^^ not, that I might humble thee 
AI ar,dfrov, thee, to do thee good at thy latter CiW i (mark 

that ; at thy latter end. Chap 32. 15. Sutjfmm 
fj'^axedfat, and kicked, then he forfookGedvhtch made 
''ii W , ^»d lightly efteemedthe Rocl^ of hts Salvatton-
r i y o u fee hetelfrael, , letnota value on making God 
« h i s fafcty, but waxed wanton, and forgot who had 
i" formed him - now the mod reduceable means we find 
/atii-ged is, verfeZ9. thus, O that they \>fere wife, that 
i^h the) nnderfiood this, and weuld confider their Utter eut: 
f .i God bemoaneth them with defire they would look 
'fj before them, intimating that would they but look 

upon hereafter, they would live after another rate 
ml here ; pertinent to this is, thatTrov, 5.1 r, 12, i ? . 
\M ^nd thou mourn at laft, rthen thy fie Ih and thy body are 
if '^snftimed; and thou fay, now have I hated inflruB.ion, . 
iy and my heart defpifed reproof, and obeyed not the voyce of 
N' P 3 mj 
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jny tettehers, nor incliite mj ear to them, that inftruEied 
rue hecaufe there is "ifrath, beware left he tak^e thee 4 
avaj with the itroak., and then a great ranfom cannot \\ 
deliver thee. Job 36. iK. Doth not all thcfeScrip. 
tures ftiow the miferable ftatc of fuch, as are not con- ti 
verfant about things to come i and how impoffible ic 
is to be reformed while they remain ftrangers to thefe V 
creat confiJerations, Now on the contrary, what h 
more contributes to a fpiritual growth, then hourly ' / 
Communion about thefe mighty matters ? No con- L 
fiderations being of a more mortifying force then J ' 
Grave confidcrations % Cor. 10. For we muft 
Appear before the f udgmcnt Seat of Chrifi, that every \^ 
o'le' fttay receive the things done in his body, according l 
that he hath done, whether good or bad: k>*o^lng there-
fore the i^VCX-tilof theLord, weperfxYademen. This ^) 
holy Apoftle no fooncr treats ot Judgment , as his / 
DoArine but to iwaken and petfwade from its terror, ' f( 
is hi^ Applicac on : alfo Jefus Chrirt to deter men V 
from evil, and to compofe them to good, gives fuch ' / 
awakening Items as thefe, / / thj right ofend part 
with i t , rather then be eaft into Hell fire-, where the 
woum never dies, and the fire if never quenched: ' I hrce 'J 
times together doth he in that 9th. Chapter of Mart^^ p 
labour to rivet upon the hearers what miferyisto ' 
come, and by the worm and fires being, notes cer­
tainty and by the worms gnawing, and fires burning, 
notes its its mifery and by the worms not dying, and 
the fires not being quenched, notes its eternity. Who / 
would not cry at this ? Cry out with David; oh God 
my flefh trembleth becaufe of thee, for I am afraid of 
thy Judgments : Chrift Jefus his three-fold repetition 

fcems plainly to fhow us what greataptnefi there is in 
every body to loofe the Spiritual force o f fuch mighty 
matter* they being the proper objed only o f a livc-
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i y faith, thiat looks at things to come, with fuch elli-
"̂ nation as procures an inward trembling before God,to 
take one ftep afide from God. 

Cut alas, alas, How many be there tliat flop the 
mouth of confcieike all tl;cy can from fpeaking of this . 
^iMt to come, and will not endure to licir of the ' 
Gi-avc, or Judgment, Salvation, or D.imnation, though 
fuch as will not endure the bitter of thefe things here, 
cannot enjoy the beft of them hereafter ? I t is living 
now in a holy awe of them here, that will make us live 
above the fear of them hereafter : content not your 
fclvcs then for a thoufand Worlds, at any diflance 
from daily communion with the things to come ; talk 
with them face to face, as a msn talks with his friend, 
and go afide often from all other bufintfs into your 
clofct, or garden, field, orwilderncfs, nay,into^any 
folitary place on purpofe to talk with the Grave, how 
Shortly you mull put off your cloiths f or outward 
garments) & never more put them on,fiymg lyirh '-fob. 
My foundation is in the d t ^ i f I ^ffait, tkgravi ts 
myhoufe, I have made mj bed in darhrfs ; aiidfaidto 
corruption thou art my Father, and tothe^orm ihoH 
art my Mother , and my Siller. Job 17. l ' , 14-
Confidcr what you read, and fo pifs to tlic. jGr^ .̂ 
Sign of dying to Godlynefs; and the Lord give his 
blefling. Amen. 

V 4 CHA!p'. 
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C H A P , XXX. 

•. She'^i»£ the miferable, efiate of fnch M after longer ac-
Quaintance wh Chrifi, are lefs in love to him j 
fix Caftfes of this Decay. 

S I G N . XXX. . 

W Hen increafe ef time in Chriffis acquain­
tance, mrketb dccreafe ef Affcilion tt 

Chip Company. u • . 
Is this the cafe of any, orrather,s it not the cafe 

of many that began well, and promifed fair for hold, 
inc on well, as though all the world with its allure, 
tncnts fhould not hinder them from ending well, that 
in their early or firft love were fo pleafantjy affefted 
with Cbrifts acquaintance, that their meat and their 
drink was to be with him at his feet hearing his word -
and if he walked in the Garden they muft be there, 
if in the Mount of Olives they muft be there, if ma 
folitary place they rauft be with him, in no condition 
diflikcd with his company, content with him infulnefs. 
and in fcarcity, content with him in favours, and in 
frowns, ftill happy while leaning on Jefus'/ breaft, 
fome leavingfather and mother to come to him, others 
leaving houfe and land to come to him, their trade of 
Tcnt-making, fifhing, nay having found fuch a pearl, 
fell all to buy this field ; and what fliall u/c have, or 
how be filled with enjoyment of thee ? ff^e have for., 
faken aH to follow thee. Mat. 19.27. But what things 
were gain to me, thofe I counted l o f s f o r the excel­
lency of ' the knowledge pf Chrift Jefus my Lord, 

foe 

k 

V 

if 

i f ' 
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0 for whom I have fuffercd thelofsof all things, and 

do count them but dung, that I may winGhrift, and 
y be found in him, &c. Phil. 3. 7, 8, 9. Now J go 

Jiway to him that fenr me, and becaufe I tell you thefe 
things, forrow hath filled your hearts: They were fo^ 

, dearly affeded with Chrifts company, they could noc 
fW, bear to hear of his perfonal withdrawing, though he 

tells them it isbeflfor them, they fliould be for a l i t ­
tle time without him,yet at this, forrow fills their hearth' 
9ol3» J 6. By this giving any to underftard, that they 
could joyfully cry with David, whom have I in bea-

but thee? AndvDhom have J enearthincomparifen 
^ thee f 

Tell me Chriftitins, you that can experience the new 
»'fth, and know full well how it was with you in the 
days of your efpoufal, were you not then ravifhed 

iC; with Chntts love ? Even fick of love, filled with con-
i'̂ ) tent to be about him, wondring every day at this 
I'jj Ri'ace, counting no paifls much, no coft enough to 
I'̂ J ferve fuch a lover, under the (hadow of yvhofe wingSi 
h Joutook^frecet delight; but how is it now; Ton did run 

1*'f//, did any hinder you, that you /hould notfiill obey 
the truth ? Or with the righteom hold on your way 

' I? having clean hands gro'^ ftronger and ftrenger, 
f j / Job 17. 9.. 
y Is any of thefe forementioned decays come upon 
'7 you, what mind have you to afferabling, are you in-
;|fj/ aifferent or no? Tell the truth, fearch your hearts, 
'̂J •''nd fpeak your hearts.- Do you love to hear Sermons 
y «ow or no ? Is it.or is it not like the morning dew to you} 

J< AIV. ^*^'^!'I^^*'^yornoinyourpurefl;worfhip Isyo,, 
™ "flight ftill to be with God in clofct fcrvices ? Ha 

J, you good will and great longings to be often at Chrin, 
ii'!; in fu ! .'̂ "^o^gh faith eating with him and dr inki ' " 
(̂ . with hiro, of his body which is meat indeed, and J -

his 
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bis blood which is drink indeed .? What mind have you ) 
to prayer ? Do ye with delight pswr fo^-f ,̂ Jowjouit ' 
before him at all times, as Jottr refpige} What is your 
delight to reading the holy Scriptures ? Are they your / 

•-^meditation day .and night? Can ye fay, I liad fainted ' 
fer thy Salvation had J not hoped in thy word} Search 
into youf ft^te, and let your condition be what it will ' 
pafs right judgment upon it, whether ye die more or 
lefs or grow more or lefs; to have true knowledge ' 
of your Itate, is the way to better i t , if decayed, this t 
may remedy it, if growingthis may encreafe it . , o h A 
then ftand not IHll in a conceit, it is well or ill with (' 
vou but be at a certainty, how it is with you, p^, / 
amine your [elves, prove yonr/elves, knoy)^ you net ( 
that Chrin ^efui is in you except ye be reprobates^ \ 

^ Comê dê a'r friends and letuswalkon to£7»w<!«, 
and talk together by the way, of all things that have 
haoDcned of late, namely, fmcc we did believe j have 
ve a hankering after new things, would you now be 
caddin- up and down, after divers and (range Do-
^rines ? How is your heart affcaed with, or A f f l i . <(' 
ded to hear of others Mifdoings? Doth horror take 3 '', 
held of yoH ; becaufe any leave Chrifts law? Doth 
your fouls weep in fccrct places for others pride? Arcff-
you aflonifhed to hear that fuch a one is turned again ,C 
to his farm, another to his merchandize ? One gone/, 
back to £gipt again> another willing to fiay inthc ,(! 
Wildernefs, and many mofl unwilling i f it prove coft. 'f 
l y , cither topaff over 7er^i^«, or by Jericho, though | f j 
i t be Gods great road way to C<<>f«rf»: Remember how/' 
i t was once with you, enquire how it is with you now-
when you meet one another, isyourtalk heavenly o^f'' 
earthly * What do ye favour moft ? What defjgn,#I 
feek ye mofl: to carry on ? In all company who are ye 
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%r, the world that is, or the world to come.? Do 
i^yeask one another when you meet, what trade goetfi 
''(forward with you moll? Are ye telling meekly and 
''frequently each other, what God hath done for your 
Itfouls? What yearnings of heart is in you after thtfe y 
4folemn affemblics? Do you count it worthy your 
irtime to be often there? Do you go and pray, and 
»'lpray before you go, that you may dutitully meet 
( God, and he profitably meet you ? Doth Chnns eye 
/condrain you to come thither or the Churches tye ? 
jf When you are hindred, what is yourlear ? How is 
•('lyour care? Can you be well content 10 be hght^? 

' fenr i f the Church will be content with your ab-
nceJ D6th the Decay in ChrifisHoufe or m your 

^jhoufe "trouble ycu m o f l C m you qmetly bê ^ 
/cay in chn ib Spiritual Houfe, whileyou keep rom 
iCecay in your temporal Houfe ? Can you feeai i d . -

i ons pierce^he fidi of fome b.ttcrly, ^^^J^^^J' 
wuh them ? was it t̂ "̂̂  ^" '^J"" H I O S 

/-tiot others forrovvs your tears ? Did you not del.ght 
U mourn with the mourner, " " ' I / ^ ' ^ ^ V " ^ ' ^ i 
'/| fiMger ? Are you now lefs able then formerly to with* 

ftond temptations ? Will afmali o/ence make you fo • 
impatient as to commit great fin ? Is Satan alrno l .;t 

' ! every little turn too hs.dforyoui Areyoubali t d 
nuickly now with every little blow? Are you fo dry and 

i l^arren of the Spirits waterings, that now every touch 
V takes vou ? How is it with you when troubles are up-
H I on you ? Are you more or lefs then you were wont 
7 to be in prayer ? Whether is your care now mod to 
J know afflidions caufe or cure? What way tends the 
7 drivings of your heart moft, when Gods flroak it up-
f'/l you ? Would you part with the Rod upon any 
^1 terms, or undergo it longer, to have it fanetified the 

fer ? Doth affliaion mend you or make you worfc? 
How 
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How are you when the Rod is gone? Can you try] ,tj 
fay with DAVU, Before I woi afflicted J wem afini^ f| 
and as truly fay, But new J have learned to I f ' f 
thy word? What,are your thoughts of Egypt, \[f 

\ L a n d you were redeemed from? Would youfiothj*^ ' j 
ther again.? Is your old fin, or fins inanyrneafm." ' 
pleafant to you again ? Are you taken with the H 
thoughts of your bafeft Lovers, whofe paths led I 
to the gates of Hell ? Do th the great work of Mor , 
liffcation go forward or backward ? Doth fin i 
head orloofehcadinyou? Are you not indeed wholly J, 
ignorant as to your fpiritual eflate, whether yougro^J J 
or decay. 

But laft of all, andmoftof all? Doth encreafe of 
time in Chrifls acquaintance, work dccreafcofaffe, iii 
aion to ehrifts company? Ah Lord Godisitcome \} 
to this, have you fuffered fo many things in vain i *>' 
What? Love Chrift Jefus lefs 1 whom you can never V 
love enough, and once thought fo ? Doth long '.^^ 
quaintance with fuch a Friend, procure defires of hjj ifl 
abfence? God forbid: Would you not walk with i ' ' 
him now, and talk with him now ? yea take fwect / 
counfel together, as you were wont to do ? Do you y 
favour the things of the earth fo much, and the things i ' 
of Heaven fo little, that now your Lords compa, T 
ny is burthenfomc ? Can you not go with hitti" 
run with h i m , Faft with h i m , Pray with him' 
weep with him, yea and bleed with him.? Hath he •/ 
not done all this for you ? He was made fin for us J' 
that kne^ no fin; wounded for our tranfgrefpons; fieyl 
ced for our inleyuities; the chafiifement of our peace wat i ii* 
Hpon hint', and with his firifes we are healed. 2 Cor. \i 
5. 21 . Ifa. 3 5- S- I fhall proceed briefly to fix ] l 
Caufes of this great Decay, ' i*̂  

Firft, 
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Fi r f t , Vorgecfulncfs of that perifhing condition 
^fj*Chrift found us in at hrft acquaintance: And when 
>J-^ pa fed bj thee, and (aw thee pollnted in thy own 
j ^ W j J faid unto thee when thou Vfafi in thy bleed, 

[J^^'^^i then Veajhed I thee with water, yea, Jthrough-
\ 0 '"^^P'^'^ ""'^J' l>^ood, and anointed thte withy ' 
iQ "?;'- Zecb. 16. 6, 9, compared with Chap. 36. 11. 
V'^hen p3a.ll ye remember your own evil ways', and 
^Jj^ur doings that ^ere not good, and Jkall lothe your 
i^fdves in jour own fight, for your iniquities and 
U^^ominatians. Here by comparing our eftate with 

f ; Ifraels eftatc, we may read our danger withlfrsels 
''iger, who being apt to forget the condition God 

i .,^"und them i n , and redeemed them from , are 
f charged to remember their own evil ways : This 
^Remembrance wasthat.thatwrought fuch high adnii-

f}. ration in St. Paul, i Tim. i , 12, 13. And I thank 
f i ; ^^^fi Lord, who hath enabled me, that 
?! «e cmniea me faithful, putting me into the Miniftrj, 

"^ho Wat before a blafpemer, and a perfecutor, and 
ffiujnrioui. Clearly noting, that PW/remembrance 
r.'f' of Chrifts goodoefs to him in mifery, cncreafed his 

efteemof c hrifls mercy. 
7 Secondly, A fecond Caufe may be this ; Adual 
l^vithdrawing from that wonted familiarity we ufc 
| j(f|<>have with Chrift i once i f it were well with us, 
U}^^ muft know i t , and be praifed for i t j i f it were 
'jl'evil with us, he muft be told of i t ; and at the 
Jj) 'eaft abfence, you could cry with the Spoufe, Tell 
J **ie 0 thou wham my feul loveth , "Vihert thou feed-
J f f i and caufefi thy pck. to reft at noon; for why 
'J.^P'^uld I be as one that turneth afide, from the flocks 
/ly. companions. Cant. i . 17. Thus in a holy 
)| J'^ndly intimacy claims his company • i f now fuch 
^1 uifcover ftrangcnefs to him in being ftrangers to 

his 
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his Fold; in a word, ac every Chriltians fervice n i 
feldomc, though once often j thus negleftinp ^u ' 
means of encreafe, mull needs caufe decreafe. 

Thirdly, The rhird c.aufe may be this • 'K 
dcclinings to heart acquiintanafi -, The 'wat'^''^ 

' \now over the heart is not fo A r i d as oncc; it J p 
fo tender in times part, that every comer in annV 
goer out, rauft be under ftriCt examination , ^^rL 
they were for , whether or no they vven? j 
Chrift Jefus'/ errand j but now the door of cj, A 
heart is fet open too too often , at hours too 
feafonable, for reafons too flender, to the enter ' i 
raining many a ftrange face that never was wont to 7 
come there, fincc the Kmg of Glory had taken hi! ifr 
poffeffion; for this ^crsm^^'complams againft 
Mem. Bor^ lo»g IhaU thy vatn thmghts lodge ||; 
in thee? They l^eft not their heart with ai!di/ijr,„ »u 
knowina- that of.t of it are theiffuesof hfe j Buttruft, :',ji 
ing it 'too much w^re deceived and turned afidei'sD 
thereby. ^ . u- ^ !M 

Fourthly, A fourth Caufe may be this. Decaying I 
in love to Chrifis Children- once your chief delight I j 
was with the Saints, and efpecially thofe that excelled ,\ 
in virtue; now daily decaying in your love to them ''({ 
and acquaintance with them: This ChriftJefustna!?! 
keth an unerring reafon. He that loveth his Byg^ 
ther abideth in the light, and there is no occajlon ef *ii 
ftumbling in him. i John 2. lO. if anymanfaj, 
love God, and hates his Brother, he is a Iyer ^ f^r kt 
that loveth not his Brother whom he hath feen, ho^l^i 
can he love God ^hor» he hath not feen ? Chap. ' 
vâ * wi- .-vv.. V * " — — , J,. 
20. Plainly aflerting, the impoflibility o f loving Tjil 
the greater, i f we love not the lefTer; fo that to '^ i 
what degree there is decay in one, there is the fame "« 
in the other. * V 

fifthly; 
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f., Fifthly, The fifth Caufe may be this; Encreafe 
iiĴ of affcftion to perifliing things; /^t your firff ac-

quaincance with Chrift , the world and its offers 
i Was contemned by you , now it is efteemed ; you 
il);had once a holy carclefsnefs for the things of this . 
fji l ' fc, now an unholy carefulnefs for them; theiy 
/ I , you fate at Jcfus'/ feer, hearing his word, but now, 
J cumbered with much fcrving ^ Love mt the world 
S\ »or the things of the world; if a^y man love the 
% ^orld, the love of the Father « not in him: Mean-
1/ i«g whofoever Uvet the "ieorld at fuch a rate as to 
, y be more thoughtful after its vanities then Heavens 
7 excellencies •, For the love of Money u the root of 

^tl evil; which while fome coveted after, they have 
(rred from the faith, andpmed themfelves through with 
•-»any forrows. i Tim. 6.10. , , 

LalUy, A fixth Caufe may be this-, The witti-
tirawings of the holy Spirit, that was onccplcal-
f d . and did then vifit you often-, but now isgricv-

17 cd, and vifits you feldom-, that once helped you 
^ , niuch againft temptations, laying for dead the deeds 
, i of che body, now lets you alone to be beaten and 
y. baffled with every evil motion, and this as the 
Ji effea of the Spirits withdrawing, whofe work 
'J. where ever it is, being to greaten the efteem of 
\f\ Jefus Chrift, and foil temptations of every kind, 

if not difcouraged, grieved and hindred, tor fear 
/ l of which are thofe high Chriftian Precepts given, 
'jl^ not to vex it, quench it, or grieve it 5 and that 
/ I ' ; becaufe, as our natural body without life is void 
y,, of adion, fo without the holy Spirit is a Chriftian 

nian dry and barren , at beft but like the Fig-tree, 
f j fomcthing only in flaew, yet curfed by JefusChrift 
•A for want of fruit When the Apoflle ^uh comes 
f to fpeak of fome, that in the laft days Ihould 



32 2 signs of a Dying cr decaying Chriflian^ 
turn Mockers walking after their own ungodlv luft 
mark how they are charaderizedout; ThereL.L' k 
tuain i.uw — -vruvj X aeje bi ' 
who fepArdte themfelvcs, fenfual, l))iiUing uac 
i ^ p i a t i fnde reckons them among the Sodomi^U^ 
for filthincfs , calls them Raging Waves, Wandrin ¥ 

NStars, Murmurcrs, Complaincrs, worfe then mu^U 
ral Bruit beaft»i and the fura of «ll, i l s bctun t,;"',! 
Aitm of the 5)pirtf. m the midft of all r L f t f ; languifhing for fear of fo high a lofs, is not c,ne r 
one of his mod bitter cries? Cafi '"^*"'taway fy^\J\ 
th) pre fence, and ^akC not tl)}) (;ol}) S>y[t-it 1^^,^^,'^ 

_ . I 

C H A P . XXXL 

'Setting forth the great aptnefs in perfons, to form to them, f^l 
fei'ues a Devotion, and from thence, promife thcm. 'f'K 
felves life and freedom while thej live under fins / j ^ . ( 
minion ; with fix evident marks of a right c«nvi£}ig„ / 
cf /in, and convcrfion from fin, with the Caufet 
afflgned of Declenfion in after time from continuat^\[ 

S I G N X X X I . 
V , 

'Hengreat fins feemfmaller, andfmall fins f\<^^ 
feem none at all, A,tif 

I t is one of the f i r f l work of Gods holy Spirit upon >1 
a Convert, to fct before him the finiulnefs of fin, and 
the wrath dew to him for the fame, til l a fight of this ' ,f?5 , 
fin is dead, intheaftsand cffeflsof it upon tranfgref. y 
fors; for while the Prince of darknefs rules fin 
though it lives and grows, is under a vail, blindnefs ' 

havuig 
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having covered the undcrflanding of the finncr, fo chat 

becomes habimal, and the habit of i t takcsaway 
fi!' the feeling of confcicnce towards it, fo that the Scrip-
i : tare ranks fuch under this mark, as dead in fins and 

trefpaffes; being paft feeling, fear to offend, ore^re 
to pleafe their Creator-, and yet at the fame time un'-

1**̂̂  <let fome kind Of awakenings ;i now and then have 
jjl*; fome apprehenfionsof Ueath and Judgment to cot^:, 

and in the outward skirts of i t , have a kind of belief 
f\ that there is a Heaven and Hell for reward and 

/ Puniftimenc • and .it the fame time form to chemfelvcs 
•J fome kind of devotion, as beftpleafeth. andcofiech 

'eaft from hence, promifing to tbemfelves life and 
freedom hereafter from that wrath chat is to come; 

/ t hough at the famctirae live utider the dominion of fuch 
fins as is mofl grateful to thera ^ and becaufe of fome 
good meaning or formal prayer and confeffion, which 

J they now and then put up to Cod in the words of 
niChrins people, while barren of the Spirit of Chrifls 
/;! people -, yet herewith take content, while they ufe 
'7 liavids wot4s of confeffion, copcludc themfslvcs un-
''If <̂ cr Davids Spirit of contrition. All this while Satan 
7 "̂ hat he may hold them the more firm, from right con-
' vi(Sion of fin, and right converfion from fin, doth 

allow them to excell in fome common afts of Juftice 
to the fecond Table of Gods Law; and from hence 
Jhey conclude their flatc fafe, thoughthey can Swctr, 

I be Drunk, Lie, Cheat, liveinCovetoufnefs, envying, 
Y ^Malice,. rride,Back-biting,Whifpering Surtnifing^d-f. 

j^nd that becaufe they now find then do thefcchin<^?, 
; / ] i}"t are they good Church, men and do ask God every 
pj; "ight forgrvenefs; and arc told in Scripture, that they 
|iV^re to pray for pardon of fin, rmd that he which 
:/;belitveth that [efus is the Sonof God fiiall be faved, 
-f ^nd chat Chrifi; died for firincis, and they arc fur<« 

they 
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ihey are finners, and no where exempted thatfh f 
know of from his mercy for Jelus came into 't 
world on purpofe to feek and fave what was b f t "̂ '̂ e jl, 

May it not be feared thoufands thus content the i'*' 
felves with onely outfide reformation, remembri'n* ^ 
that David, Peter, and others in Scripture finngj^ i*' 
and the beft of men living, have their faihngs. rl 
its but the fame with them, and they do hcartiiv ''i 
beg forgivcnefs of God, though 'tstruc they cannot ^\ 
leave their fins, yet can fay God be merciful to me a 
finner. '"'j 
Now it will be needful here to fliew thediftina.„, 
between finncr aud (inner : Some fpots though real u 
fpots, yet are not the fpots of Gods enemies; itsong'li 
thing to ha under a Covenant of grace (through in. ' [I 
firmity ) and another thing to fin out of the Covenant 6 
(through impenitence J one with his wil l , the other t̂i' 
againft his will -, one fceks the fin^ the other, the {[ty hi 
fecks him; the One moft carcfiil of Gods eye, the ho 
other, i f at all, onely careful of mans eye; the one Ir 
goes a mourner to jhe grave, that ever he finned (' 
againft fuch love and grace as the Gofpcl hath made ' t' 
known; the other, never mourns for fin, butas pro. î jij 
yoked at the feeling of the punifliment; the one is hi 
more afraid of the Hell in fin, then the Hell after fin. f\t 
the other the contrary ; the one thirfts after the fpirij ({i 
of juftification , the other wiflicth, but its like a ?)( 
wanton Beggar, lor the advantage of juftification. ''i? 
the one cares not what becomes of him here, fo he f s 
may live with God hereafter; the other cries, who 
will fliew us any good here ? The one hath refped to < 
every command of God ; the other picks and chiifes ' '1 
believes as his rUlcrs believe, or fiich a Hifliop or r 
Learned man, or grest Landlord believes, and what^''I[! 
if moft in fafhion, that moft pleafcs him • his Relini f 

on 
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i| ,j*^nlieth in avoiding the Croft, and running with the 

Stream, The one thinks nothing too coftly for 
Chrift^ the other thinks that Religion beft that coft-

'h leaft. In a word, one loves the Lordjelusin 
, his Offices as King, Prieft, and i rophct, to rule 
,itii|;;hita as well as fave him; the other would be content-
Zed to love, as a Jefus to fave, but will not endure him 

as a King to rule. 
f\ Having preraifed this aboutfiri in the General, we 
/ j fliall HOW fpeak of it under this Sign, as-it tefpefts 
f fuGh as once thought fmall fins great, now think great 

:J fins fmall. look at fmall ones as i f they were none ac all. 
•iSThis certainly.is a fign of l?ecay in Godhnefs; the leaft 
i -̂'gn againft him, being great enough without the mcr-
ji ' ty ofGod,Cifpcrfifted in ; to weigh us down to Hd l , 
% "Cannot therefore in i t felf be little but its very poffi-
f?Ie for a Chriaian that once had a Confcicnce fo ten. 

% der,that every little touch did greatly grieve; ycc tnay 
V ;n procefs of dm? come to fuch a Itate of lOve or 
^'''''ng to fin that he can now eafily fwallow down 
'that for which he went mourning all the day long. 

Iiij^ill the Commandment came to the A p O f t l c W , he 
/ Was alive in his own eftimation, and did verily think,he 
/didGodgoodfcrvice,in making havock and fpoil mthe 
/jChurch of God being zealoufiy mad againft all that call-
!|)P' 5d on the name of Jefus, and yet at thefimeticoe was 

Gods account aBlafphemer, Perfecutor, as himfcif, in 
jis'thc accounthe gives of himfcif, afcer hisconvcrfio", did 
llî ^̂  acknowledge himfelf-, for when once the Command-
(r̂ iî rient came, and fin appeared exceeding finful, and 
(W'he Wrath of God appeared as the reward of i t , he 
frfj 'hen lay low in his own eyes -, the chief of finners 
/•^nd lealt ofSaints. Often faith thcProphcc have I heard 
5f>f thee, by the hcaringo-f the Ear, whjch is the cafe 
jO"^f .thoufands in England -, and his feat they arc 
r Q. z caught 
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taught by the precept of men. But now faith th ^ '̂ f 
prophet. Mine Eyes have feen thee, and therefore d >^ 
J abhor my f e l f , and repent in dufl and afhes. Ihavefeen fl'' 
thee in thy grearncfs asafin hatingGod ^ andiiithv f 
goodnefs as a fif i pardoning God Therefore dor '} 
abhor my felf. Now woe is me, I fee now I ^1 > 
a man of unclean lips; this is the cffeasof the ho l j ,P 
Spirits work, leading the finner to behold the hands W 
and fide of Jefus, pierced with the Nails and Spear* P 
Now fin appears finful, and Hell followmg after where f 
damned Worms rtiall never d ie : This madez)^^;, \i 
to walk heavily, and cry out upon his awakening V 
Have mercy upon me 0 God, according to the multitude] # 
ef thy tender mercies, blot out a/I mine Iniquities, 
inefrom all my fn. I t i« very poffible for Chriftians to fs*' 
loofe this firft heat, relifh, and favour of the new I ^ 
3^irth-beginning, that once was at a Jewel of great 7 
price. And this ordinarily comes to pafs through oen-
licence to maintain the firft Life-principle they {vxcktd 'J^ 
from the Grace of God at its firft entertainment, v^^j U 
did not then ( let me ask c^periencG ) our hearts burr, V 
within us. in thcfe fix particulars. 

I . Did we not fee then our felves the greatcft of V 
finners ? Did wc not think Hell httle enough for our % 
punifhmenc, the Ground too good to bear us to !# 
walk on , and the Air too good to allow us to icf 
breach in, and every bit of Bread much more then we j'li'' 
defervei* Did not Scales fall as i t were from our^^yes;» ii 
Were not our opinion of our felves, changed from i r 
wealth to woe We that a few days before, preached P 
peace to our Souls, and thought ourftateasgoodas L' 
any in our Neighbourhood, though wc knew not how fi" 
to weep, that had made our Lord to weep, YCC V 
row where ever we came, wept bitterly, and all our 'jJ' 
ralk w«s of our undone eftate out of Chrif t ; never well 

but 
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but when we were breathing out our grief, thacevcC 

jif we grieved God. Was it not but the other day, that 
one Satil was going to Z)4»!»4/fi« with Commiifion, 

'jjjd wherefoever he found any of the Difciples of Jefus, 
y fee muft bring them bound to JerufaUm ; and did he 

"Ot hold the Raiment of thefe that ftoned Stefben 
/ and zealous for the Law of the Fathers, and as touch. 

'il '"g its rightcoufnefs blamelefs. But now his eyes being 
y opened, he fecth himfelf a blafphemcr, apcrfecutor, 
h and fcts his hope onely on JefM Chrifi that canti into 
\( ^he mrldto fave finners. i Tim. i . 15. 

But Secondly, Did not we then go often to God 
7 prayer for yet a clearer fenfe of our fin flill bemg; 
17 Jealous it was not enough f Did we not then cry Oh 
>5 lam not wounded enough in my Spirit, for wounding 

Saviours Spirit ? Were we not then ready to high-
ten, rather then leflcn our foresMethinks I hear 

jfi you ftill crying out with your Efpoufal, Cry wo is me 
f^J that ever I fhould offend fuch a Lord, fuch love, fuch 
O 1 niatchlefs love. I can never do enongh for him, nor 

- ^"ffer enough for him had I a tboufand lives they 
6 ^erc all too little to lay down at his f e e t H o w early 
^' W'ith Godwerewein aoflet-prayer, early at the Ser-
J f^ion, early at vifiting thelmprifoncd. Now Spirit, 
fj|f Perfon, Purfe, and all I am and have, is ac the Lords 
f j Jervice, Now 1 feel fuch a weight upon my fiioulders 
/ K "^y fins that nothing but the blood of Chrift can 
"[f! hold me from finking into Hell, 
y • But Thirdly, Did we not then abhor our fin, or 
^ji ^hat wc had done, and all occafions leading thertun-
y to? Did not wc then fay with Pavid, mj fin is ever 
li^^fore me? Were not our black deeds in all company, 
> ^nd in all conditions moll before our cies, following 

' : Us as a hungry Wolf follows its prey We e we not 
¥ "len as weary of our fin as of a long fit of fickncfs ? 
'/ Q.3 Did 
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D i d we no: ioche the thoughts of chat chat had Z) /• 
lah ?Werc it not now our ficknefs,and fo in its own r 1' 
lours bcfet with the black threatnings of Gods ii 
Plagues. Ste»t 4 

But Fourthly, Did we not then retain in our tn 1 
mory, a deep fenfe of the Plagues due, for our r V' 
lothing our felves. Woe is me that ever I fhouW K 
fuch a vile wretch,fuch a Beafl: before the Locd 
abhor myfelf in duft and afhes, at the very though! V 
and remembrance of my fin j I do now fee and won J 
der at that mercy of God that kept m c « u t o f Hell" ? 
O h l Ic is Hell I do deferve for my hainous crime; ' 
as none knows more of me, then I do of my fe|f. 1* J|j 
none can think worfe of me, then I think of 'oi f 
felf, admiring the mercy of God, and give my tefl'^ 
mony, that furely none but a God could have bor' V 
with mc thus long. Oh .'That wer Ifhould fpenj if 
my precious time, fubftance, and ftrength to fcry 
fach ,:lthy l u f l s I now fee it is better for me to be ^ 1 
dnor-kjcpef inthe houfe of Gad, then ts dwell in the ten^^ V 
of the Tricked- j 

But Fifthly, Did we not then fee fo muchoffip f ' 
fclf, and wrath, that we covenanted for ever to live ' r 
Mourner for whit before we had done; thacasw' i 
had made ic our trade, and had got the very habit o f ' ( 
f in . So now we fhould get the habit of forrow • nor 1 
as too many forrowful, onely while conviftionsare ( 
flrong; but clothed with the flace of forrow, from 1 
month to month, "and year to year, paffing'of th i 
time of our whole Pilgrimage in trembling and fear^ 
like Eze{iels mourners that God had pardoned' 
Chjtp. 7. wrfe 16/ l^ut they that efcape of them ' l ' 
fiall efcape; yet to remain on the Mountains like \ 
Doves on the v.^llejs, all of them msMtning in the Slate ' i! 
OiViiell .ts aH ̂  every one for his own imquity, ' ' 

Lafily, 

if 

4 



•0 LalHy, D id we not then covenant for over to be 
'J||! thankful to God for our pardon ? Did we not then 
' ihink it little enough to be upon our knees praifing this 

God to Eternity, that had Tived us, and (hewed us 
fuch mercy, when we were polluted to the lothinq of 
our perfons; and that at fuch a time God fhould 
look upon us'with (uch pittie ? Did not this fenfe work 
us up to forget our forrow, for joy that fo goodly a 

'iii tnan-child was born, the Lord of life formed m us. 
6 What Trouble, Pain, Lofs, or Crofs, had a voice to 
(7 prcfsthe fpirits to complain like this to praile, tCie 
" joy of believing, beinga tranfcendentjoy. i Pet. 

^'obieB But what is the Caufes this frame is not 
nowT Why f What is the matter th.t great fins fecm^ 
frnall. and fmall none at ai'. ? Anfwcr Thefe three 

4. appear to" be Caufes. i . I 8 " « ' ^ ^ " f ^ . f , r , r under-
'J' i hates Sin. 2. Ignorance what Chrift J f l^^^'J' 

went for Sin. Ig^ovmcc o( thcwochUffcdsol 

Rrft , Ignorance how much God hates Sitn^ This 
f appears to every intelligible per fon, that will but con-

ii fult Gods Method from the beginning of time his 
< i glorious attribute of jufttce was l i i l l bent againft fin ̂  
Ki! the hrft glorious price of his workmanfhip, whom 
i y he placed in the Garden of delight, who was undoubt-
('V edly Gods delight ^ for he beheld every thing that he 
V had made good, much more man the Mafter- piece ot 
"Jf all the reft - for in the Image of God made he hini-. 

Yet now for fin muft be driven out of Paradice ; the 
ground curfed for his fake, and in forrow muft he cat 
his bread and from thence forward be a dying man, 
till he die,' Mofes the man of God, ( with whom God 
the great Lord Almighty, talkech face to foce,) and the 
very type of ]efu5 Chr i f t : Yet muft never have one 

q 4 P'^^Y" 
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prayer anfwcred, when a fin had but come in'cfi ^ 
way ; though in other cafes fo prevalent, that will 
prayer he holds Gods hands. Yet now o ZordCo i 
thou haft begun to pievD thy fervant thy greatnefs ^ ' j 

. thj mighty hand; J fray thee let me go over to fee 
dan, that goodly mountain, /jKi^ Lebanon; but the ^ 
THIS wrath with me for your fakes, and would not he^ 
me, Jnd the Lerd faid to me, let it fufficc thee, fpg^l 
m more of this matter. Deut. 3. 24, 25,26.'O)?)^^^' 
not this abominable thing that J hate. Jer. 44.4. jp^^ 
this caufe Cod fhall fend them flrong delufions to 
lieve a lie, that they all might be damned 2 Thef 
2. 11, I 2. 

But Secondly, Ignorjnce what Chrift underwent 
for fin. Oh the bitter agony that ic made him fweat' 
as it were great drops of blood, trickling down his 
blcffed Cheeks; his foul was exceeding forrowfuH 
even unto death j his hair pulled off, his vifage marr'J 
more then any mans, his facefpitin, his hands and 
fci2C nailed to a Tree, a fpear thruft through his fide . 
and ill the 3 3 y e a r of his agc,the prime age ©f a man* 
his precious Hfe muft be taken away, his blood Oiect 
a man of forrows, and tlothcd with griefs all for 
fin, though he knew no fin, neichf?r wa§ guile ever 
found in his mouth ; he paid dear for what we did 
he muft die that we may l i re; be cmfcd that we may 
be blefTed. Csn we look upon this blcffed Jcfus 
drinking this bitter cup, and think any fin fmall that 
J.nid ucha weight on the Lord of Life. 

Thirdly, Ignorance of the woeful effeiSs of fin, 
what broughc the flood ? Was it not fin ? What 
brought Fire and Brimftone upon Sodom and Corner^ 
rah ? Was i t not fin ? What brought all the ten 
riiigues upon Egypt? Was it noc fin.? What brings 
the mighty to the duft, but this Mouftcrfin, Sick„ 

n 

n 

n 
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'i'. neffes, Difeafes, Sword, Plague, Fire, Famine, 

^moj 4. at large will tell us. What was the matter 
l it"; ^vith Lofjiion 1665. that more then fixtythoufandof 
' ' ' its inhabitants are carried captive to the Grave, while 

-very flreet is filled with evening cries, bring out 
• our dead , bnng out your dead; in the morning 

. walking well about flreets, at night laid iti the grave 
for worms to feed on-, when we beheld in 1666. a 
Hre as from Heaven devour our dwellings, andcon-

'4. f'ltne that in a few hours, that many years cannot re* 
0 pair ; while he that was rich yeftcrday, was a beggar 
W, to day, and not clofe with the Prophet, 7 kfjoy of our 
Y ^^^n isceafed, our dance is turned into mourrnKg ; the 
* ^^crorPK is fallen from of our head, ^oe unto w that'wc 
1 kave [Jed, Lam. 5- ^6, This is the Monfler-, 

" who can then look upon London, and think any Im 
final!. 

'61: C H A P . X X X I L 
\i 
hi Shewing the great annefs iriChriflians tohc hfs afftB-
(/: ed with praifes for « Trihe of mercie, comii^g, and 
,f)<', moreaffi'taed to murmuringfor a tithe of mercies go. 
'Jfi ing i with four Cattfes ef this Decay. 

\4 S I G N . X X X I I , 

4 
X X 7 " ^ ^ » year Tongae isfreiiutntincomfUtn-

^1 ingforleflermiferies^andftlentinfrai' 
\ i I*t3g for greater mercies. 
•J, , o h ! How Bpt are Chriflians to fall under this Dc-
/ *̂ 2y> quickly apprehenfive of that which gocth a. siniT: 
'f the grsin^ the firing of the heart eafily wound upon 
'(if its 
/ • 



a s * »f*'Dyhger decaying Chrifiian^ 
its utmott height, yea beyond godly bounds in for, 
row •, gi^e me Children or elfe I die ; a ready accoun­
tant to complain what we want, and would have or 
have in point of mifery, and would be rid o f ; but at 
the fame time fo out ofour account under a Chriftian 
confideration, that wc think not of going into Gods 
fanduary. and weighing our prefcntflatein hisbaL 
lance • whether fo much raifery on the left hand is not 
overpoifed with treble its mercies on the right hand, 
a tribe of mercies coming, lefs feen in their worth to 
raife the heart and tongue after a thankful frame, then 
a Tithe of mercies going; perhaps weep more for the 
removal of one Son. then the poffeflion of ten Son$. 
big with trouBicforalefferlofs, and yet at fame time 
Jean in thankfulncfs for greater gain. Goodz)rtt,ij . 
was once out here. Is the young man fL^bfalgm fafe ^ 
Now was Abfalom in the height of rebellion, aiming 
at no lefs then the Crown, yet now Joah, Abijhah 
and Ittai whom I have made Captains over thoufands' 
to fight my Battels-, when ye overcome, deal gently 
for my fake with the young man, even Abfalom 
The Battel is fought, the Mercy is obtained ; for the 
vi<aory goeth on Davids fide; Meficngcrs haften 
with the tiding*, every one ambitious who fhall run 
fir(l,and fafteft And the King fits in the gate waiting 
for their Meffage, and behold Ahimaaz the Son of 
Zadock., cometh and faid, allisweH, falling down up. 
iin his face before the King, faying, Bleffed be the Lord 
thy God which hath delivered the men, which did lift 
tfp their hand againfi my Lord the King. f-iere is 
joyful tidings o f a conqueft calling for triumphant 
thankfulnefs. But at what height is B^wWj Tongue 
now in tunc. Is the young man Ahfalam fafe'i That 
appeared more fijc upon his heart, then the V i d o r y . 
for no fooner hath Cufhi anorher meflTenger reported 

Ah-
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F signs tf a V)t»g tr decaying Chrijlian. 235 
if '^hfaloms death but the vi(9;ory is forgotten, and 
f Havids i^ttiic'Hi caufe of joy at the raercy turned in -

to greater forrow, at the leffer raifery-, for the King 
j Was much moved, and went up to the Chamber over 
ijf/ the gate, and wept; and as he went thus, hefaid,^ 
/ ( Omj Son Abfalom^ mj Son, my Son Abfalom l fVould 
J. God I had died for thee O ^bfaUm, mj Son, my Sm, 
M. 2Sam. i 8 . 5 . 2 1 , 29, 32. 33. Is not this too too 

common among profeffors wherever we come, the 
' i place filled with complaining of want, or lofs ̂  our 
V Tongue nimble at reporting our lefTer raifenes, while 

V dumb at praifing fol-greate'r mercies, our hands often 
y lifted up in prayer for what we want j bucfddom 
% Hfted up in praife for what we have. 
« H o w many flgnal mercies from evening till morn-
6 ing, and from morning till evening are fcarce taken 
5; notice o f ; meat to eat, and an appetite to it Cloaths 
J to cover us, fire to warm us, a bed to reft us ; and 
7 yet fo bruii^ifti, as not to fee thefe mcrc.es in their 
¥ worth, t i l l we fee them in their want; how many 
y rughts under the fhadc of death, are we delivered from 
7 • the fith of Death, and yet never the more thankful 
V or fruitful next morning? a ftatc of bodily health 
•7. andftrength for years together, and Icfs concerned in 

its enjoyment, with care for a ftate of thankful-
y, ncfs, then i f all were more debt, and merit, then 
'J clemency and mercy. „ , r ,1 1 
/ , The Fowls of the Air , theBeafti of the field the 

h\ Fifh of the Sea, muft furrender uti their breath to 
y , continue our breath , they undoathed, that we may 
' i be doathed the tender Calf fctch'd from the ftall; 
•/, the young Lamb taken from the flock the Turtle-
,K Dove ftript of its life, for a pampered, wanton, un-
/,/) thankful, unfruitful People. But what will be the 
y end of al! ? jrho f;a/l live when God doth this ? Naine-
4- • ly 

http://mcrc.es


5y, Calls to an account, brings in the bill 0 f Jndi^^ /y 
tncnc. /w 

Imfrimu, For the abufe of Plenty, in che year of Vi 
Plenty. For Idlcnefs item. For Wanton. ' 

• ncfs, Itenj, For turning Riches into Pride. Ite^ h 
For praying feldoro, except under fome fenfitivclofs* V 
mm Far l i t ""g down to feed upon Gods Creatures" ¥ 
and refting upon your Beds as do the Bruits. ( |, 
For murmuring under Adverfity. ^^ /» , For DuiL 
fightedncfs at what you abound with. Item. FQ^ 
Envv at your Brothers wellfare. Item, For ufing J 
vour Tongue to carry Tales Item, l o r taking up f U 
report againft your Neighbour, / f m . For every / ' 
omiffion of Good. A f w , For every commiflion of 
Evil. Jtern, For your grand fin of unthankfulnef?^ i 
&c. V \ I"'' 

Ah Chriftians! What {hall we plead in the great 
day of account, when this, and a thoufand times 
more fhall rife up injudgmenc againft us; for fpending 
more of our Tongue and Time, in complaining of 
kffer miferics, then in praifing for greater Mercies. 

But what may b ; the Caufcs of this Decay ? Firft, |[< 
Counting without God. Secondly, Ignorance that (it« 
thcpulfeoffenfe, beats higher then the pulfc of faith. ^\ 
Thirdly, Ignorance that the ftate of a Chriftian oti "I* 

f 

r. 1 

Xijiiuiys *ty ^^ — -- — '•^•uii uj] 
earth, is to be a thanijful ftate. Fourthly, A not 
retaining in the heart, the due reward of paft 
fins. 

Firft, Counting without God. That is, when tve fV 
jjieafure our condition with what we would have it 
be, not asking counfel at the hand of God, is this or t li 
that condition beft for mc .? Good Agur knew the 
deceitfulnefs of his own heart, and therefore durft ' j l 
not make any choice without God. Two things have 
I defrsd of thte, denj me them m before I die, give me f 

^cither 



W signs ef a "Dying decaying Chrifiimi, » 3 5 
If neither Poverty nor Riches, feed ntevfith food csnveni' 

i'jtnt for wf , left I he full and deny thee ̂  andfaywhou 
i*̂  the Lord, or leji I he poor, and Steal, and takf the 

j name of my Cod in vain. Pro. 30,8,9- I f the young 
Child may have its will , i t will crave a knife, and 

(, !•( therewith wound i t fclf Eat to Gluttony, Drink un-
' to furfetting. Cry out againft applying the plafter, 

ir fearching the Sore. How apt have we been to 
if j complain of that condition, that when once we had 
f'^ but gone into the fanduary to fee i t , have then found 
f!̂ '/ it mercy, ending in thankfulnefs- The little Boy, 
î 'S while little, is very unwilling to learn his book, and 
ii/J Will venter'upon Corrcaion for a Play-day : but 
f ) when riper years are gone over his head; repmes with 

\h repentance at the paft-time fo mifpent. Oh Its 
A good to let God alone, to walk in his own Method, 
: / and take what he fends whether it be Phyfick or 

J Cordial, 
" But Secondly, A fecond Caufc is this, we know 

; not, but the Pulfe of Senfe beats higher then the 
*ulfc of Faith -, that is, wc meafure our condition by 

'eeing, and not by believing Abraham's fcnfe, could 
/ j not le'e the Son of the proroife ; but his faith could 
l̂ J take the knife to flay the L;.d for a facrifice unto God. 
1/' Senfe would not let y/r<jf/go to C^«<«rf« through the 
, f i Wildernefs but God faw that way the neareft, there-

fore faithful (Ji'lofes chufes that way. Senfe made 
/)'} Rachel cry, give me Children, or elfe I die. While 
/ Faith led old EU, while midc childlcfs to cry, it is 

I 'he Lord let him do Vehat feemeth him good. Senfe 
?/i tnakcs us angry at the Rod, though aPrifonatthc 
/jKatne time, is better then a pallace, Senfe led/yj-^f/ 
k^^ to be angry at God, and murmur when they wanted 
{,/! fcrcad «nd water, anddiflike their Travel through fo 

"rcat and terrible a Wilderncfs, wherein were fiery 
Ser« 
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Serpents and Scorpions, and Drought; but had Faith f , ( 
been predominant, it would have reprefented to thcm'/V' 
the goodlinefs of that w a y , becaufe of the fignMjJV'''' 
ends that was to enfue; out of a Rock of flint gufheth '' V 

-forth Water, and from Heaven isMannah, Angels'!/!'•'; 
food rained, and the Red-Sea divided, ^nApharoalJ'^/ 
and his hoft drowned; and above all///•^if/hum bled I'̂ 'W 
and their hearts proved, that God might do them i i ' * ' / ' 
good at their latter end, fo that in a word. Faith 
tneafures that condition the moft thankful condition f y ^ 
be it never fo thornie, unpleafant and bitter to f e n f e ' 1 / ' ' 
and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance Z ' " ' 
that they might obtain a better Refurredion. Hgf, [ A ' 
11 -35 . , , ' / / 

But Thirdly, A caufe why we are more frequent in f y ' 
cOKiplatmngofleffcrmifcries, then praifing for great- j ^ t " ' 
er mercies, is ignorance thatiheftatcof aChriftiaq V js' 
here on Earth, is to be a thankful ftatc, that is, »«'/,|() î '-
every thing to give thanks, x Thcf. 5. 18. This to }W 
fenfe in its Latitude, fecms a hard Leffon. What ? f j i ' 
To thank God for AlBiftions, for Poverty, for Sick-
refs, for lofs of Husband, Wife. Child, Houfe, ¥ V 
Land what to have all in one bottom, and to fink at ' / , it" 
once Into the bottom of the Sea, and yet thank God 'ft^^ 
feems Egyptian bondage, and worfe • but the Text is |i Ij,/; 
univerfil, «« every thin^give thanks ; andthereafon \ fi,c^ 
is as univerfiil for eve^y condition f on this fide Hell / [ . { f 
is mercy, an i therefore calls for thankfulnefs ) Mofei 
coming to Pharaoh with requeftthat//r^f/might be 
enlarged, was mercy, though it tended at firft to the 
enlargement of their bonds, yet i t was in order to / 
their freedom upon the raoft noble terms i hadwene- \ f u 
ver trouble here, we fhould never fo long for reft 
hereafter. Good fofhm and Crf / f^f t i l l thought he 
beft o f Gods way with them, and Job when Houfe, 

and 



signs »f a Djiftg OY a'ecajing Chriflim, 2 3 7 
• '-ncl Subftance, and Cattle, andServants,and Children, 

id all was gone, fends in ihankfulnefs. Naked came 
'^'^P'f^ out of my Mothers Womh, and naked Jhali I return, 

g^'ve^ and the Lord hath taken awajy and 
rj£ LE S S E D iethe name of the Lord. 

Fourthly, A fourth Caufe of this Decay may be 
'I'll! this, not retaining in the heart the due reward of 
lypaft fins; that is, forgetting that anguifh which un-
*de r our firit conviftions we were bowed down with ; 
)^jijvhea we felt the weight of our fins in their black and 
A horrid aggravations, having paft upon our felves the 
il',i fentence of Death; and this followed by the Law of 
l( ' ' jl .ife: crying out Oh Vf retched {Inner that I am \ fvho 
\^ Jh^ll deliver me \rom the body of this Beath,ordead 
f body ? Were we not then as ic were tied to a dend man, 
J and compelled to draw him, and the flench of him 
n Up and down with us wherefoever we went, being 
\b befet with EK.ekiels roul. Lamentations, and mourn-
i"j '"g> and woe? Couli wc not then truly fay with 
tfc Z)w»V, my fin . is ever before me, and Hell coming 
! If ••'fter and i f in this ChriRlefs condition I die, I 
J fliall bcdamned to all Eternity. Did not this burden 
y felt for fin. and feared for wrath, keep down iht 

, |f Spiric of complaining more for fmaller mifcries ? 
And how would we then have been affeded with 
thankfulnefi for the cythe of tbofe mercies we now 
Overlook ? Its evident by Gods expoftulation with 
^frael in Ezekiels time. Chap. 16. That this Symp-

j "̂ om was upon them in a high degree, fo that the 
' Prophet for their reducing begins at the root. Son 

; man, caufe Jerufalcm to kno^ her abominations i 
V *he hath forgotten her Father was an Amorite, mi 
' f l 'Mother mHittite, and in the day fhe was born, flic 
, / Was cart out mto the open field, to the lothing (if 

-r [erfon^ and when no eye pittied her, thcnfaid 



338 signs of a Djiftg or decaying Chri(lian:. 
1 to her live ; her excremicy oi fnuery, was'm / 
opportunity of mercy; thus her renown went for h 
among the nations; for fhc was beautiful throijrrh 
my cofuelincfs which I put upon her ; but no 
Jeffiron waxech Jar, and kicked, and lightly eftecnl*'̂ * 
cd the rock of her Salvation, and as the in-JetT'I*! 
all her fin, vorfe 22. She hath not kept inrcmem^'i 
brance the days of her youth, when fhe was naked' 
and bare and polluted in her blood the Malefa,^^^. 
Now fcntencc is pronounced, and die he mua ^ j j 
his tranfgrcfljon. though once a Palace could i^l 
contain him . he fwcli'd fo big with pride; o h / 
Now any Cottage, yea corner of a Houfc top, y ' 
a Dungeon will be wellcome, let him but dwell there i 
with a pardon, thus he lies low under the fenfe M 
a temporal death deferved. and fhall not we with i 
felf-abhorrency, lie much lower, under the fenfe of j i 
an eternal Death deferved; When in my greateft iV 
miferies temporal, for which I droop and complain 'J 
with the worm-wood and the Gall; then calling jli 
to remembrance, why am I not in He l l , makes it 
that Tongue but now complaining, turned into \i 
Thankfgiving; It ii of the Lords mercies I am ^ot itf 
cr^nfftmed, Praife )e the Lord, Amen, Amen ;l 
Confidcr what yon read, andfo pafs to the 33^, ' 
ofdying to Godlinefs. 

C H A r > , 
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\^m»firating what a preciouifewdJ'im if how to 
redeemed, proving it Gods wor\ to give the fpace 

a Chrimans V^orh to make theafe. Shewmgaljo 
^^hat a dreadful lofs, the lofs of ttme ts with 
'he Caufes of this Decay, and Remedies for Re-
CQi/ery. 

S I G N . XXXII I* 

W Hen im fenle. of the great, mrth ^ 
tLeTfilmallJthat ym are tt^rned 

j i , It i <^T^ht!aI, Thac every man ^h'^'^J^J^^f^ 
as God Inth eiven him an escdlent Nature, WH-. 

J;^om I J r S S i n g to make his cho.e Jiavmg 
i ^dc him Lord over all Creatures, and a hctle lo^ver 

'*en the Angels • he hath alfoappomted h.pi a work 
/ f ' d fervice, grc.J enough to imploy thofe abilities; 

hath aifo defirned Him to a ftate of life eternal, 
t̂ fter this life is ended • unto which ftate he can onely 

",!i"">-'vc, by that werkand fervice. And that nothing 
^ay be wanting on Gods parr, to the accomphfhing 
his grtatdefign, he hath and doth, give every tnan 
I time in this World, a time fo freciom, that on it 
'epends E T E R N I T Y . Time, in the fpace o f 
' Gods, in the ufe of it GUrs f or we mufl remem­

ber that we have a great work to do,many enemies to 
/ 'oziquer, many evils to prevent, maisly dangers to run 

•"rough, many difficulties to be maftcrcd, ^ and it 
be, many Children Or frierids tO provide for, 

R. ' 2tfld 



240 signs of a Dying er decaying Chriflia^ 
and many difeafes to cure, and which is moft o f L 
to be ft)und in all doing it fo, that we may n o l . 
back in the accounts of Eternity. Now to have f l 
a Jewel as Time is, i t being of more weight and w o / 
then all the World ^ becaufe that cannot either nal 
valuable price for its lenj^thcning, or recall i t w J 
paft and gone i for any therefore to be P r o d i ^ 
fuch a Treafure, muft needs argue deep Decay to 
power of Godlinefj : but it may be very neceff 1'' 
we explain this great word T I M E ; icmayheco ' i 
fidered under a double acceptation, with refpe^i h^yf'i 
to the fpace of i t , and ufc of i t : it is certain th ! i 
Time in the fpace of i t , is Gods gift. Job 7. -^^y 
there mt An appointed time to man upon Earth ?" Th V» 
is, for fpace given of God to this noble end, th x'« 
man fhould imploy or ufc this Time to the beft a'dvâ  J 
tagc; fo that its as certain. Time inthea/e or 
is ours. Eccle. 3. i . To every thing there M a feafe],]^ 
and a time to every purpofe under the Sun-, that is, -'',1 
Time with rcfped to the ufe or abufc -, God lenrf,'j 
the fpace of Time, appoints meet work to takcu)/ 
that fpace of Time lent. Lets hear she Conclufior'l 
( faith the Preacher ) of the whole m a t t e r j ' i 
God and keep his Commandments, thisisthe whol/f 
Duty of Man: for God will bring every work, tharfi: 
is ufe or abufe of Time, into .judgment, forSalvatiorf 
or Damnation goeth upon this great hinge of Time* 
And what was lent from God as ferufalemt greatefl ( 
mercy, proved through themfelves, their greate{/L 
Woe.? For they had the fpace of l imcrcmaininn^'f 
when the ufe o f Time was gone, they had negledie/* 
their Market, abufed their Seafon. When God call'7 
ed for Faftingand Weeping, they called for Feaftinp*' 
aud Re joycing Uke the old World, while fourty year? 
fpacc o f Time in the Arks preparation, gave theij*!'' 

^iailj 



•M Stgmof a Dpng er decayi»gChrlftia»: 3 4 1 
^ ' ' i " lJ* ' 'y/""""0"» w makeready, and get into the ArJc • 
J i i J « " 5 " ^ y fl<^Pt away their time in Eating, Drinking' 
i Selling, Marrying, giving in Marriage; and 
,yi .|i |,'"'e no care to make up their accounts, before their 
\ f j was gone; wc have a doleful pafTage to this pur-
/ ' t . ' ^"'^ O'lthatitmay fcrve as a Land-mark for all 

J '̂̂ ofeflors. Luke 19. 1,42.,44. When Jefus Chrift 
f ^^^^ in his Travels, as foon as he 

\ifi • eyes upon the City, he falls aweeping at the 
y((f | ^jnentable mifery they had, ( not through the want 

''•M k -'"'^» through the roifufe or abufeof time) 
i nfoughc upon themfelvcs, which is evident from his 
' Own words, (a.y\r\z, JfthoHhadfikndSipn even, thou, at 
[ fl- ̂ ^fi in this thj daj,( thy day of fpacc fromGod givenj 
WV'f things which belong to thy peace, but now they are 

\f( f*'OT» thine eyes. God is not bound to wait always^ 
'^ou rauft be laid even with the ground, becaufe 

J'. *"0U kneweft not the T I M E of thy vilitation ; 
/ I 9 ^ • How doth this befpeak Profclbrs to value their 
'J *'"^e, even all timey,youch,health,ttrcngth,Tirceof A f - ' 

WtUW Vl VM\- ...---fc r-— J w ^ 
j i ' to end Time here, may not through the abufe, fall 
1 into the entrance of cverlaftit^ woe, as a reward 
^/.'lereafrer. 

. . .fliftion ( imc of the Gofpel, that when they come 

III'V —••-«• . 1 
ObjeB. I . But fome may Objeft, i f fo dreadful 

A * confequencc attend the lofs of Time; Doth not this 
|/exclude the grace of God, for i t is not of him that 
.{C'Willech, nor of him that runneth, but of God that: 
/ J f tcweth mercy. 
i f4 , -^nfw. Its truth, its of God to fliew mercy, anct 
'id ^^^^ prefcribed his time as well as his way. ^ i f -

om cryeth without, flfe utiercth her voice in the chief 
' f rf^y'^^ 4f^oncourfe, in the opening of the gates in the 
' ' / f Z**̂ ' jio^ longycfimpleenes,,will ye lovepm-

'""^ Scorners delight in Scorning, and fet at 
^ R z nsught 



2 4 * signs of A Vying daaying Chrifiiaft} 
mnght all my counfel, and mil none ef my repr f 
( f o r this abufe of Time ) Vfhen your de/fru£}io»c ' 
eth tu aWkirle-wind, t^hen diftrefs and anguifl} l^lf^,f 
you - then though ye call, 1 will not anf'iper, ye n, , \ 

. fuk. me early, but fiiaU mtfindme ; for that ye hj^ , ! 
knowledge, and did not choofe the fear of the r j 
Vro.uzi: 8cc ^'^''^ I 

OhjeB. z. When may time be faid to be redeemed ? ) 
Aufmr, When duty and time goeth hand in / 

hand together, God hath ordained mans'Time on 
earth, for no other end, but that every fpace of j 
fiiould be filled up with the worJ< of it . God puts > 
them together in two great refpeas, Firfl , To give 
alliflance. Secondly, To give acceptance, ^nd i 
herein lyeth mans chief Wifdom, that he know his -I 
Time, and while iclaikth, to make the beft carmnrg 
of i t ; for ic is fwifter then an E^gle in the Heavens î '' 
Iiaftnin^ on its way, never at a ftand j and when pafj I 
can never be recalled -again. And becaufe no man 
may plead vacancy of fpace in fome periods of his * 
Life, God hath provided imployment for every con, / 
dition, whi-ther young or old, bond or free, flckor i» 
in health, ftill Eternity waits upon us- and we are if 
daily going forward or backward in thofe accounts. 4^ 
and as one day is gone over our heads, wearcftili f'" 
a day the necrer to its borders. The fick Man mav i''' 
poffibly recover; but if once D E A D all hope Is il ' 
gone. Hence comes thofc dreadful Lamentations . f 
Wos is me! he is Dmd, he is Dead, The whole / 
world cannot purchafe yeftcrday again. ThatSodom i '" 
and (7tfw>->-/j<« that 24 hours ago flourifhed, nextdav f' 
lies in Aflie":: Belfbaz^ar the King, wot but ng^ 
drinking limine in £xcefs, andpraiftng the ^ods of Qotd 
and silver, in the fame hour, a little Time makes a iî " 
great change, look ag')in,and he if TrcfnllingjLefpim,' 



Sigtts of a Dying er decaying Ckipian, 2 45; 
of his Lojns are loofed, a»d hi^ k>iees fmite one agutnfi 

'•^ another; A KING yesterday, WOB-AIS-MBAT this 
•^fty. What therefore more precious then Time : 

'U,. Oh the glorious and the wocfull effeftsof Tme\ In 
J ' l fix days a world is made by che hands of the Almigh-' 

in fourcy days its drown'd by the fame power, 
F How many in one night have been ftript of ^W? Lefs 

,/ then three days laid London in Afbes, A little little 
J , time , rightly I M P R O V E D centers in eternal 
J 'Jleffednefs. while a like Time A B U S E D ctMUers.n 
y ; "^'•»ai hHrniMg -, how precious therefore is Time. Buc 
1: Abraham faid,' Sen remember tbou hadfl thy Time of 
V \ good things^ and Lazarus his Time of evil things; mr^ 
if, w Comforted, and now thou art Tormented: How 

V.d'^th this befpeak that Chrillian dying to Codlinef?, 
%l that hath fo little fenfe of Times worth,that he is turned 

Prodinal , 
y , tfliall'lcave this.to confideration, ^^^^'f^'^fX 

/ of Time, and fhall enquire into the Caufes of the 
% abufe of Time, and conclude all with a few direttioni^ 
7 howtoredecmTime. Now the Caufes may be aflign-
J / « d to thefe three, i . Ignorance of times fwiftncfs. 
V , 2- Ignorance of Times precioufiiefe. 3. Non-con i -
^ /^ deration that the ufe or abufe of Time will certainly 
V /̂,, terminate in Heaven or Bell, 
i^l Tirft, Ignorance of Times fwiffnefs. It hatha con-

tinual motion neither Haying nor ftandipg ; us an 
Ijll^ijfefulProverb, Time and Tide ftayeth for none. Time 

^ rcprcfcnted with Wings in a flying pollute, becaufe 
flii'j/'t isflill journeying ere we are aware •, Youth iscome 
^|i«and gone, alfo old age hath taken polfefiion, and 
I e'jTime will quickly carry us to the brink of Eternity. 
y % l t well becomes Chriftiam wherever they go to carry 
y'''if^hcir hour-glafs, as it were with them, and f l i l l re-
Ufi/;''icrnbcr how they have fpcnt the paft three quarters 

' R 3 already 



already gone i for God will certainly take account of 
our Time, and we cannot keep from ufing or abufioa fl ̂  
i t ; Travellers count the Miles they have yet to no M 
before they can be at their Inn, and they count thei^ 
hours, f l i l l remembring. Night cometh whennon^ (C' 
can work j and from hence quicken themfelves to W 
Diligence. The Spirit of God feems to intimate th^ L ^ 
improvement of our time fro'n a double Obligation ^ i' 
I Cor. 7.29, 31- Swift and ftiort; i t pafTeth awav V 
f w i f t l y , therefore improve it withall your mieht ^ 4 
Ardi t i s fhor t , carry that in your eye alfo- and there ¥ 
fore whecheryou weep orrejoyce, buy or fell, p.' ^ 
th time of your fojourning here tn fear. ^ 

Secondly, Ignorance of Times precioufnefs; Thap W 
mav he a Caufe why we are I'rodigal of it. TitneiJ ¥ 
of more worth then a World v for on the well im' f / 
proving i t . depends our Eternal Welfare, and then * 
the World cannot hinder. On the contrary, Tim' 
abufed will bring us into an Eternal Woe, from which 
the World cannot redcflm us. Time is precious upon 'i i^'" 
a fousfold confideration. i . Becaufc it is a ver» / 
fliort Time. 2 . Becaufe we have a great deal of wort :! V 
to do in that fliort time. 3. Becaufe we have njanv 
Enemies to overcome in that fhort time. 4. Becaufe sf 
wc can never recall the lofs of i t . Laftly, Becaufe W 
we (hall fliortly find HeaVco or Hell depends upon it 
Oh Chriftians / Is not time precious, being clothed 5 
with fo many weighty Circumftances. f j i 

Thirdly, Ignorance that the ufc or abufc of Time J " 
will certainly terminate in Hcavcri or Hell. While r ' 
we are in this World wc are Gods Stewards, anditj 
required of Stewards that they be found faithful ^ and 'sf'"" 
thrft appeareth beft in the improvement o f their time p 'i 
which is a Talent, that muft not be hid in a Napkin ' fk\ 
Were this thought always before our eyes, f as the 

Hope 



I Signs of a Dying er decaying Chrifiian^ 245 
Jff (jii Ĵ opc is about the fwift meflengers Neck, which tells 
kt/l'111"'' ^"^cepchepoftonhisway withucuioftfpeed, he 

" ' ^ l ' pay his life at thecnd of his Journey, as the fruit 
l 4 "Cg'igence ) we Ihould tremble in the way, at 

y {the remembrance of,the end ; did we fcnfibly feel . 
that truth? Namely, H E L L will be their end, that 

t ^j, While they have Time, abufe Time. Ignorance here. 
V ' ' ?^ ' ' ^^ fo many turn Bttfj-hodies, Tattlers, Backr 
' m / | '"'^ tyhiffcrers, go\r\g3iboxxx.hom Houfe to Hoftfcy 
f |(([li'r* '̂«ng away their precious Tme,meddling with things 
fA^^^J ought not; little confidering that all their ways 
ir Jand goings are feen and recorded inthebookof Gods 
(Oi (i!il''emembrance • and for which they muft certainly 
r JSive an accountoncdaytohimthatis ready to judge 

, , { 1 ? q u i c k and dead. But I ftiall dofe all with a few 
f f. direaions how to redeem time to Gods glory, and our 
ifi'ji^ Own true comfort. 
r f / Eirft, That you may redeem Time. Keep down 
fjf^f.Wandring thoughts after Vanity, for they will be bu-
iPlJ/fie, and offering themfelves, and fervice at all times. 
^ y a n d being entertained, will carry you Captive to the 
/•/ rnifpending preciQUS Time. Its a fixed thoughrfet on 
ft {)/>God, Heaven and Hell that leads out the heart as well 
r J as Head, to be always bufie, or learning to make 
if< v . ^^cligion ourbufineis; thoughts of Vanity nonrifh-

f fijeth Idlencfs, while thoughts of Etetnity dclivereth 
md from it. God took up a complaint againft Ifrad on 
Q ^ t h i s account, fer. 4. 14 . fioVc long JhaK thy vain 
^ i*^°»ghs lodge within thee. Vain thoughts Were noc 
a f P ^ e l y offered, but entertained-, i f in good eameft 
il / ^on\i redeem our Time, wc muft keep down waa. 

^i^dnngthoughts. . . 
W i S*=<:ondly, That you may redeem Titric. Keep 
n^^i ^^^^^ immoderate cares for or about the things of this 
rt'^^r *̂  ' ('^re for nothing, faith the holy Scrip. 



a 4<S Signs ef a 'Dying orle^hgChHfiS 
tare, that (s, let not your head and heart, be ov 
loaded with greateft care, for the fmailed n^atter" 
Labour not ( moft ) for that meat thatpcrijhcth • h^tf' 
that which enduretb to everlafiing Life. A much cu 
bred mind, hath coft mariy a Chiiftian, many Xea^" 

' to recover their ground again ; Its though common' 
an abfolute evil to be over-buficj^bout rhethinnsof 
this Life; always, rgking and Scraping, after God 
hath lent a competency of Food and Raiment, not 
tO| be content; togivenowmoreroom and time, fop 
mor? noble imployment, hath to experience,' [^e^. 
many to a woeful conclufion, I pray God this Can 
tion may be bleffed to my felf, and all that reads i r 
that we may learn of God to know what ourfraij 
Vcflfel will hold, to ihe delivering us from thatwoe 
ful fin of ftupidity,, that I am much afraid is upQ* 
many in our day. Luke 21. 34, 35. Methinks the 
glanceof mine eye now beholds many ProfcfTors. that 
Gpd hath blefled with a hrgc portion of this Worlds 
P,ood ; fo bufic to add houfc to houfe, and field to 
field ("as if Heaven were entailed upon it , or they nc, 
vet to leave i t ) that they cannot without burden fpar^ 
riow and then one hour for the foul, I beg humbly 
leave to ask fuch this oncqueftion; Whether or no 
did you ever confider Jgurs rule. Pro. 30. fop 
your imitation, he was afraid of Poverty, (and fo 
I believe are you ) Icafl i t fhould tempt him to ' 
put forth his hand to ffeal ; but he was as much ' 
afraid of plenty, (and fo I fear are not you ) leaft > 
fee fhould b<? full and fay, who is the Lord ; i 
query hence, whether it is not as much a Chr i f t j . 
ans Duty and his Wifdom, to be afraid of Riches' 
as of Poverty. ' 

But 



r, aigm ef a Dying w decaying Chrijlian. 2^.y 
f ;! But ThicdIyjTbacyoB may redeem Time. Avoid 

tmnccefTary meetings or vifitings, and unprofitable 
(ifj difcourfe-, bow much precious Time hath been fpil t 

bere. Woeful exeperiencc can bcft fpcali. Gadding 
ibout without pondering the path of the Feet, hath . 
f'een an in.lct to a Tribe of evils. To go without 

call, is as great an evil, as to with-hold when there 
is a call, Its the Glory of Chriftianity to do all by 

, ^veight and meafure. 
A Fool poureth out Fooliftinefs, while the heart 

of the wife doth fludy to anfwer ; to be flow to 
/u fpeak, and that our fpecch be always gracious i is 
\d as truly a Law of Chrilt, as not to Steal, Kill, or 
(/; commit Adultery. Wc think not of this when we 

' meet without Call, and talk without Mcafure; that 
U is, Gad abroad (upotr at moft Tithe of Mint and 

Annis ) and negleS at whom JuHice and Mercy : 
as not onely our duty ?o fill up every fpace otouc 
Time with imployment, but with imployment molt 

' i Noble- that our choice for the ufe of lime be 
with judgment, flill the leffer to give way to the 

% greater.' , ^ . 
V l But Fourthly, That you may redeem Time. D o 
/ not over indulge or pamper the body. ip^ie exceed" 
lA ing, at meds ; to add a Meal to them that have none r 
V not as our Vulgar call i t , at a good time feaft youc 

/ poor Neighbours onely, but do this in the ferious 
or habit of doing; abate fomcthing daily, to relieve 

i / fome poor family daily. In like-mantier, fpangtime 
from your Bed to give the more to your knees, 

/ i ; Abridge an hour every night at leaft, from bodily 
fleep, to make you the more apt or ready for your 

f eternal reft. Think how many hours is fit under your 
circumftances of labour, to give the body and fpiri'ts 
reft from bufiocfs, and fcverdy require the reft for 

devoti-



J 4 8 StgHs i f k 'Dying ef decaying cM0Jau; 
devotion. Thus much for my Body, and thus much 
for my Soul: this wil l make you early with God on 
his day; and at midnight to prevent the night-watches 
with meditation on him. 
• Laftly, Redeem Time not onely for duties of De­
votion, but alfo to be in the S P I R I T of thofe riul 
tiet i t is not fufficicnt to fpend Time m prayer or me. 
ditatlon, i f the Spirit of the work be abfent. Dead 
Drink when your Wine hath loft its Spirit, or Salt 
his Savour, hath but a dead acceptance with us, and 
lefs with God. The very Duties commanded, were 
bv God abhorred; when the Spirit of thofe Duties 
was wanting; tohe At Prayer, zt Reading, itHear^ 

at Meditatiort, At Fafiing, at the Lords-Tabu 
without being ia the fame Spirit that the holy men of 
God was when i n thefe fcrviccs will be as ufelefs as was 
theirs, //rf. 58. I , a, 3- T^'J fofight God daily, and 
delUthted to krto^ ^^J^* ^''^'"^ *f "^^"^ft^ces 
ef ffifiice, andtookpleafureinapprechingteCed, fay. 
in/ wherefore have Vfe faffed, andthou fee[l not, and 
aiked our Soul, and thou takffi »o knowledge ; They 
took time for the Duties, but redeemed not time for 
the fpiritual ends of thefe Duties, refted in the fervice, 
for the fcrvice fake, and there propofcd their reward, 
rot doing all for their Lords fake, in obedience to him. 
Oh therefore be entreated to redeem Time to frame 
your fclves, as well for the preparation to be in tbc Spi-
ri t of the Duty, as to redeem Time for the Duty i t 
felf. I leave all to confideration, and pafs to the 3 ^th. 
Sign of dying to Godlinefs. 
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