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" if we live in ity to walk after it,” being Brewgrhen ol
with its might i% the inward man, to a fall undéﬁ::a i
ing the deep chingsof God : Labour therefore, Prayy
ing over this, to retain in yonr hearts an high valae of

its company.  Amen, g‘

:

‘CHAP. X XIX. g i

- ‘. : ﬁ

veating of Spivitwal Jgnoraxce of onr everlafting ou iy
Td,":io,;g ; »f:,nd five Scriptares tending 20 reducemepy ﬂ|
from carnal [ecurity; and three [pecial Canfey vf% |
fuch a damring Decay. i #hﬂ

b
SIGN. XXIX, "fﬁ

Hen you are fa Igngrant Of yonr Spin-mn,ﬁ
franding 5. that you know not whether youy,
row or decay. ‘v,' »

This is not enly a Sign of great Decay, but a pre, ﬁ‘

di@ion of a fpeedy fall, or total threwing off thofg f

" holy badges by which a Chriftian is known from othey M ‘

men, fuch being of a Laodicean fpiric, neither hopy®

gor cold, yetfay they ave rich and encreafed with goods
aud have need of nothing 5 Being in a befotted, Carcfw
lefs Rate, not minding when they dowell orill 5 whe, (‘:

profe(Tors come to this pafs, they grow ufelefs and .

fit for tothing but to be laid afide ; for were fuch hog W

that is, zealous, a&ive, and lively they werefit fo; gl

encouragement ; and were they cold, that is, qui:"‘

dead, thiey were tobe plucked up by the roots, andy

caft into the fire ¢ now thisfort of Peoplesignorane

is a very highcrime, it being premifed, thattheir jg

gorance of theic ftandibg, growing or declining
héa-
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wb’”"oe“mly things, doth not come upon them for want
JIth Gofpel means, allowed on Gods pare in order to
mpﬂ%{ €ir being fruitful; but that under fufficient allow-
ance in order to their growth, they provecmpty,
‘;5;: and huskifh; yea and fuch, that were other-
@ til ¢ in the days of their firft Efpoufal : but leogth of
7 |7T¢ in ‘Gofpel-flanding, for want of due care to ob-
i t:.rvc fﬁquel—cnds, they have by little and little enter-
g m‘"fd Spiritual flomber, and fo lofe their ftomack
Mﬂ"’f‘ . Iv::;nd relith of che true ufe and powerful end. |
Wﬁ"’ e from God to them hath been fo long conti-
f tued, and fo by long cuftom in his fervice, come as
15 people come, fit before him as his people do, and
, hi:’ ,hls wgrd day by day, but do itnot, orlivenot
pom:';bhavmgg form of Godlyne[s; bnt denying the
jingiy ereof; viz, Thefpiritual end defigned by God
i tog vingthe form,being not lifted up to, provokes God
fla ’a,; i complain againft fuch of old, 7 he Oxe knowesh bis
he! : ner, and the Afs bis Masters crib, but lracl dorh
t ”zt k_”“"’: my people doth nos comfider 5 thongh 1bave
,utﬂg o s h”’ ifoed and brought them up, yet they snderftand not
oft btf% b 4t 1 tanght Ephraim to go, taking him by the arms 5
ful othop;‘ dm‘ be knew not that I had bealed bim, thongh frangers
het Cvosred his firength, yer he knew it not, andshongh
y g‘”m 4 “i! hairs were here and there spon bim get he knew wos:
d bl tu(a)ll' 7. 9. Nay fome were grown to that pafs in fpiri-
. hﬂmpbers, that evenunder judgments they knew
‘f‘{,’or.‘ é dt Ow it was with them. /4. 42.2¢5- He hath ponr=
sch il m"l’”" J acob the fury of bis anger, and firength of bas-
ey 53 and it bath (et them on five rownd about, yet he knew
| . 785 and it burned him, yes be laid it net to bears.
0 o ¢ y all this we may fee, that fome were fo ignorant of
¢ir {piritual flanding under plentifol means, thatthey

]
3

il knew ;
e ;W not whether they grew or decayed, though it
um"g,-. % 8pparent, the decay wasgreat, they knew not how

it
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jewent with them : At fuchalofs may Profeffors 11l
in their beaven-born-ftate, that while chey are objeq
of pity and forrow of heart to growing Chriftians, %
" behold their decay ; yet all makes not for thejr Hen
. kening, bue ftill chey think it well with them, g4
chat they have need of nothiog , though blind g, 3
naked. e
Now the Caufes why perfons under Gofpel megp, jf’
grow to this fenflefs pafs in their fpiritual eltate; maglf
be thefe three, brg sy Y,}’ﬂ
Firft. Carnalfecarity inan evil time, . ’
Secondly, Contentment wnthout-ﬁdevChnﬂi;mww
~Thirdly’, Not being converfant abour things t(if‘;;(
€. T ;
cog]ir(’c, Carpal fecurity of hereafter Glory , Whid{""l
confifts in a kind of confidence of Glory to come,f
without certain care of being in that way [hrOUg )’ﬁ
which Glory is promifed, Itis fuch a ftate as Promiaf!
feth (afety to it felf, and yet lives a carelefslife ; When,ﬂ
the children of Dan went to feek them an inheritay, ce, !
they come to Laifs, and found the peoplechae wera
therein, how they dwelt carelefs afgerthe mannep 05&(’5
che Zidowians, quietand fecure ; this proves fuch gy
advantage to them, that they taketheir City, by, q fﬁ;

ic with fire, and upon the ruins thereof, build chema f
felyes an Inheritance. Fadges 7. 1. Clearly notin i
how dangerous a ftate fome manner of fecurity j5’y |

when they [ball [ay, pedce and (afety, then fudden fye /
frruction cometh upon them, as travail #pon 4 womy,

with child, and they (hallnot efcape. v Thef. g, 5 ¢ r‘g
feems in chac good mans time, there was fome thay ¥}
had high thoughts of hereafter: Glory, yet thould it
meet with difappointment, and their expe@ationg |
come to nothing, thoughchey might cry; asin Ferea |l
thiabs time, Peace, peace, yet peace there was none; |
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like the old worldin Noabs time 5 Sodom and Gomor-
§ rakin Lotstime ; T heyeat, they drank, they bnilded,
':’Iﬂq’y planted until the day thar Noah entred sntothe
| Ark s and Lot left Sodom, being under fuch kind of
ecurity, a5 no awakening word would warn them, el .
Wl at lat Deliru®ion ruins them, We have the likein-
Wl ftance from Jefus Chrift, fpeaking of the laft days,
&?.Fi‘(/ﬂ]' t0 you, many (hall come from the Eaff, and weft,
gl and it down with Abraham, lfaac, and jacob, inthe
g K ingdom of Heaven, bnt the Children of the Kingdom
S Jhall be caft ont into ntver darkpefs.  May wenot trem-
o ble to read this text, with felf reflection, chatfrom
i the Eait and Weht, fuch as in all probability never
¥ had the Tythe of that means we have had, neither
“heard nor feen what we have heard and feen; yer to
their meafure had walked fo like what they had heard,
and what they had feen, that they {hall be counted
‘Worthy by the Lord to fit with Abrabam and Ifaac,
In the Kingdom, and the Children of the Kingdom
€aft out, namely, Such as had bis Name and Ordi-
Mances among them, making vifible thow of his Re-~
ligion, and promifed themfelves lack of nothing, be-
Caufe ‘they would cry Lord, Lord, and were great
f0mina] Chriftians,pleafing themlelves ingiving Chrift
00d words, and think none fhall be faved fo foon
i3 they, they being befer with fuch falvation privi-
lcdgﬂ. Mat. 7. 22,23. Many will (ay to me in that
(947, Lord, Lord, have we not prophecied in thy Namt,
93d caft ont Devils 2 Thew Will I (ay, Depart from me
Je workers of iniquity, I mever kneW yons Let none
§ herefore truft in lying Words, Which cannot profit, [ay=
ling, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple o the Lord ;
(4 he Temple of the Lord are thefe, that ye thronghly
bl Smend Your Ways and’ yowr doings: then will I canfe
19% to dwell fufely, Jer.7, beginning, e
Wik ! Rate

¢

Bug
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Buc alas how few lay to heart, the great good sq). i
vation, and deliverance from the great hure Dampy_ i
tion, eyeing with all trembling the road way in Whic[; f

 God will both give the one, and with-hold the othey .
" furely, furely, this carnalfecurity, the fouls damning
fin, would never fo poflefs perfons, rocking them §
afleep, did they but wichall diligence confider, that f,
fecurity of all kinds about hereafter Glory, withoy, ¥
thefe matks of hearty defigning, and a&ual Cndea,%
vouring the dew creatures life, in thq meafure called fh
for, as attainable, and o be attained in the SC"iPturcﬁ
of truth, nothing being mor¢ evident, then that fyly
make it their whole bufinefs , tobe convetfant aboug
‘chofe foul- fearching texts — that fpeak out falvation |, f
‘Chrift Jefus, upon ro lefs terms, thenhearty deﬁgn_ﬁ
ing, with actual endeavouring to five like Chrift Jefus b
in Scripture conformity to his will; I‘ﬂmll beg.OfGOd'b[ﬂ
chete may be by themtharre:d this, thefe hvgfolj
lowing Scriptures duely weighed, which with the hclpfw

of his grace, may fexve as a deliverance, or tendto.w;
the rouzing vp of the fou! from chis damning (in of cap ff

nal fecarity. ;

63 The ﬁryﬁ is, Rom. 8 10. Andif Chrit bein ]ou)&
fh! 60d] 1:5 dt’ﬂdﬁff&f”[e af ﬁ”t bt,’l,itt’.’)b’ ﬂ’i?’itlzﬂ l}fe‘ 03‘3
alive, becanfe of, ot unto righteon[nefs. 2 Cor. §. 17%"1
T herefore if any man be in C/ﬂ:iﬂ', he ts A new ereat ypqll
“old things aré paft away, behold all things are becopdl
gew. Gal. 5. 24. And they that are Chriffs, paq il
crucified the flefp, withthe affeétions and lufts, 1 Joh i
“3.6. He that [aith he abiderh in'bim, onght himfyf
foto walk, even @ he Walked. Chap.'3. 3. Andeyepd
oran that bath this hope in him, purificth himfelf, o
‘as. he 45 pure.” 'Doth not thefe great Scriptures w
‘one mouth, tell you' the high road way to hereaf;

' Glory, and prohibitany man fremdaringto prom
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i felf the fame upon any other terms, orinany other
% way . wherefore my brethren, fecing that ve, orif
- you look for fuch things, be diligenc that ye mayébe
found of him. in peace , withone [pot and blamelefs,
AZPC[.g_ 14 ] :
4 Secondly , A fecond Canfe of pdfons being fo
fenfelefs, is, Contentment with out-fide Chriflianity 5
that is, frequent in the performance of thofe Services
that relate to the worfhip of God, but the thing de-

| figned by God to be reached after and obtained, is
B not purfued. It is evident both from Scripture and
Experience, thac perfons have beenand arefrequent
in heating Sermons, in Prayer, in Reading, in Faft-
ing, and fuch like performances, yet they remain ve-
Iy carnal and unmortified. Now Gods gracious End
10 giving fuch fpiritual priviledges to perfons, being
di by him defigned to beger them to his fpiritual like-
i nefs, and bis End not brought abour, muft needs
ﬁ | argue fuch, not, or little further then out-fide per-
formances, contenting themfelves with their Services
o fo done, that leaves three parcs of four yettodo; for
¥ what pleafure can God take inthofe, that after long
® Randing under the opportunitics of getting both in-
) ward and outward excellency , in that that makes
4 Chriftianicy honourable, while they ftill remain as
gi? [ruitle(s as che Fig Tree, having a great fhow at di-
W ftance. and nothing bur leaves.ar hand ; Doth not
"4 Jeius Chriftin fo many words except againft fuch, as
i not rightly qualified for his Kingdom. Azaz, §.320.
§ Bus I [apto you, except your righteonfuefs oalt exceed
Wil the vighteoufnefs of the Scribes and Phayifees, ye [oak
Wil %m0 cafe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven : Theit
A righteonfnefs will not do, and yetthey are knownto
il Be a People muchin prayer, Fafling and giving Alms,
i which are in themfelves good things, and yet they
P2 nog
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not accepted of God, but for all this his Woes goeth
out againft them? May it not be feared, that hun.
dreds in our days, content them(elves with fcarce go-
ing thus fak in outward alts, yet retainaftrong opin;.
on that all fhall be well wnd_l them hereafter, 55
" though fuch ‘®eonfidence of beingfaved, astheythay
ad it are content with, whuld content God 5 bugler
not fuch deceive themfelves : and they may find thye
confidence about hereafter fafety, not being aded by
penitent {ubje&s, whofe hearts can wxmefs.a thmugh
change, will retorn to'themfelves back again, charg.
ed with prefamption, notwithffanding all their oy.
rformances : :
“;trr:liiaed in the laft Sign, that theholy Spirit bears nop
witnefswith fuch fpirics, that they are Gods Children,
and that becaufe while they remain thus content wih

out-fide Chriftianity, Reformation reacheth not ¢he
and then is a wanting that awful reverence of

heart; . van e
God and of Chrift within, that commands withoue,

the tongue fo totalk, the eyes fo'to look, the handg
{o to a&, the feet fo to walk in thclilfcnefs of God,
as to be truly deemed his workmanfhip ; 7¢ are oz

Epiftle written in onr bearts, known and readof aj

mens forafmuch as ye are manifefily declared tothe

Epiftie of Chrift. But we {hall leave this to confide-

ration, and fo pafs to the third and la(t Head.
Thirdly, perfons.are fo fenfelefs of their fpiritual

e TS

And it is moft (ure, ashathbeen

s

e
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eftate, by notbeing converfant about things to come .

Now things to comeare reduceablein fpecial to thefe

four heads ; Death, Judgment, Salvation, Damna.
tion: all which are matters ( not of fhow ) bug of
certainty , and may be called che four laft things
.which every man ought to make his four firft things,
that he furnifheth his beart withall, becaufe indeed
they are Rcllgloﬂs great Cﬁllfe, and bOI.lndS; Heavens

great -
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@ Steat Argument to call us to duty, our great Argument
4 to fubmic to Heuvens call. ~ And as thefe hath more ot
§ lefs force upon the heart, they ‘may be more orleG
4 read in the life ; theworlt of menwhofe confciences
ff 2re nog feared , will be found under fome awakenings,
§ by but refle@ing here, now and then, fo forceable .
are they, where inthe lowefl fenfe but believed ; Now
that perfons, not being converfantabout thefe mighty
" hatters, prepares way to {piritaal fenfelefsnefs, isvery:
‘evident, and thrrefore when God complains of his -
Peoples unequal walking, he either affipusit totheir |
negligence here, as the canfe they fo walk, or feeksto
§ Poflefs them with remembrance here, asa moft quick=
i Ding remedy. Dent. 8. 5. Thot [Vals alfo confider in
d thine heart, that as a man chaftencth his Son, fothe .
% Lord thy God chafteneth thee 5 and the reafon of thisis
given by God himfelf as an argument moft {trong.
verfe 26, 1 fed thee with Manna in the wildersefs,
) Which thy Fathers knew not, that might bumble thee,
| avd prove thee, to do thee goodat thy lacter eno 5 (mark:
‘ that ) ac thy laccecend. Chap 32.15. But Jefurun
98 Wasxed far, andkicked, then be forfook God which made
I him, and lightly cfteemed the Rock of bis Salvation
j X_OU fee here Ifrael, , fetnota value on making God
#4 bis fafery, but waxed wanton, and forgot who had
" formed him ; now the moft reduceable means we find
b urged is, yerfe 29. thus, O that they Were wife, that
88 they underfbood this, and would confider their Tatter enbs
i God bemoaneth them with defire they would look
iy before them, intmating that would they but look
4 upon hereafter, they would live after another rate
‘ here ; pertinent to this is, that Prov, 5. 11,12, 13,
il <17d thou mourn at \att, whenthy fle(b and thy body are
g nfumed; and thou (ay, now bave I hated instyuttion,
/ andmy beart defpifed reproof, and sheyed not the voyce of -
P 3 ‘ my




212 Signsof a Dyingor decaying Chriftian,
my seachers, woy incline my eartothem, that infrufted
me s, becanfe there is Wrath, beware left he take thee
away with the $troak, and then a great ranfom canyyp
détiver thee. Job 36. 18, Doth not all thefe Scrip.
tures fhow the miferable ftate of fuch, a5 are not cop.
vetfant about thingsto come, ar_xd how impofiible it
is to be reformed while they remain ftrangers to thefe
great confiderations. Now on the contrary, whae
more contributes to a fplrxgual growth, then hOUrIy
Communion about thefe mighty matters 2 No con.
fiderations being of a more mortifying force then
Grave confiderations. 2 Cor. §.10. For we muft o
appear! before the Fudgment Sear of Chrift, that every
one Wiy, receive the things donfym his bedy, according ¢,
s hat be hath done, whether good o bad : knoWing they,.
fove: the Tooveoy of theLord, we perfiade men.  Thig
holy Apoftle no fooner treats of Judgment ; as hig
DoQrine, but to awaken and petf\lfadg from its terrop,
is-his: ‘Application : alfo Jefus Chrift to deter Men
from evil, and to compofe them togood, gives fuch
awakening Trems as thefe, If thy right offend  pare
with it, rather then be oaft into Hell-firey where the
swonas never dies, and the fire ts never onenched : Threg
times together doth he in thac oth. Chapter of Atavk
fabour to rivet upon the hearers what mifery s tg
come, and by the worm ard fires being, notes cer-
tainty ~and by the worms gnawing, and fires burning,
notes itsits mifery ; and by thie worms not dying, and
the fires not being quenched, notes its eternity, Whq

would not cry at this 2 Cry out with David . 0hGod

my fefb trembleth becanfe of thee, for Iam afraid of

thy Fudgmenrs « Chrift Jefus his three-fold repetition

feems plainly to fhow us what greataptnefs there s in
_every "body to loofe the Spiritual force of fuch mighty
matters: they being the proper object only of a live.
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ly faxch, that looks at things to come, with fuch efli-
mation as procures an inward trembiing before God,to
take one ftep afide from God.

But alas, alas, How many be there thatflopthe
mouth of confciedce all they can from fpeaking of this .
Diaie o come, and will not endure to heirof the”
Grave, or Judgment, Salvation, or Damnation, thotgh

uch as wili norendure the biteer of thefe things bere,

cannot enjoy the beft of them hereafter ? Itisliving
- nowin a holy awe of them here, thatwill makeus live
above the fear of them hereafter : content not your
felves then for a thonfand Worlds, at”any diftance
from daily communion with the things to come.; ralk
with them face to face; asa man talkswichhis friend,
and go afide often from all other bufinefs, into your
clofer, - or garden, field. orwildernefs, nay,intoany
folitary place on purpofe to talk with the Grave,, how
fhortly you muft put off your cloaths (or qntward
garments) & never more put them on,faying w;u[r 7ob_,
My foundation is in the dufty if dwait, the grave i
my houfe, I bave made my bod in darkne[s and [aid to
corrmption thon art my Father, and to the Worm thos
avt my Mother , and my Siffer. Job 17. 12, T4.
Confider what you read, and fo pifs 10 thezorh.
Sign of dying to Godlynefs ; and the Lord give his
bleﬂ'mg, Amen,
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CHAP, XXX,

BT

. Shewing the miferable, eftate of fu‘ch s after longer 4c.
guaintance with Chrift, are lefsin love to bimy 3;, f

fix Canfes of this Decay.
SI.G N, XXX,

Hen increafe of time in Chrifls acquaiy.
tance, workesh decreafe of Affection 1

i{ts Companye i :
Chlfs ﬂchis i cazc of any, or rathe;isxtqot the cafa
of many, that began well, and promifed f mr-for bold.
1ng on well, as though allhie world ichits el
ments fhould not hinder them from ending well, thae

in their early or firft love wereio pleafantly affecteq

with Chrifts acquaintance, tbat their meat ?nd thejp
drink was to be with him ac his feet hearing his word
and if he walked in the Garden they muit be there:
if in the Mount of Olives they m‘?{]f bc; there, if fng
folitary place they muft be withhim, inno condition

diftiked with his company, content with him infulnefs,
and in fearcity, content wicth him infavours; and i

frowns , {till happy while leaving on Jefus's breafy
fome leaving father and mother to come to him, others
jeaving houfe and land to come to him, their trade of
Tent.making, fithing, nay having found fuch a pear|
fell all to buy this field ; and what fhall we have, op
how be filled with enjoyment of thee ? e have fora
faken all to follow thee, Mat. 19.27. But what things
were gain to me, thofe I counted lofs; for the exce]-
léncy of-the knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord,

for ¢
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for whom I have fuffered thelofs of all things, and
d0 count them but dung, that I may win Chrift, and
be found in him, &c. Phil. 3. 7,8, 0. Now Igo
away to him that fent me, and becaufe I tell yon thefe

things, forrow hath filled your bearts: They were fo k4
o dearly affe@ed with Chrifts company, they could not
# bear to hear of his perfonal withdrawing, though he
gi tells chem icis beft for them, they fhould be for a lit-
tle time withont him,yet at this, forrow fills their hear!
fobn 16, By thisgiving any to underftand, that they
. could joyfully cry with David, wwhom bave i in Hea-
ven but thee? Andwhom have 1on carthincomparifen
of thee ?
i Tell me Chriftians, you that can experience the new
|% birth, and know full well how it was with you ip the
1} days of your efpoufal, were you not then ravifhed
i With Chriftslove? Fven fick of love, filled with con-
f8 tent to be about him, wondring every day at this
" Brace, counting no pains much, no coft enough to
# ferye fuch a lover, under the [hadow of whofe wings;
;{ 703 took [weet delight , buthow isit now; Zon a’?d run
8 Well, did any hinder yom, that you foonld not fill obey
O the trueh 2 Or with the righteans hold on your way
’;”ﬁ baving clean hands grow ﬁra:ggcr and fFronger,
Job 17, 9.
| Is anygof thefe forementioned decays come upon
You, what mind have you to aflembling, areyonin-
ifferent or no? Tell the truch, fearch your hearts,
And fpeak your hearts : Do you love to hear Sermons
OW or no » Is it,or isit not like the morming dew to youp
Are yon weary or no inyour pureft worfhip ? Is yo,,.
delight fiill to be with God in clofet fervices > Ha
ou good will and great longings to be often at Chri

able, through faith eating with him and' drinki

‘With bim, of his body whichis meatindeed, andr:ﬁ‘

his
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bis blood which isdrinkindeed 2 What mind haye o
to prayer 2 Do ye with delight pour forth your I
before him atall times, & jJour refage? What is your |
delight to reading the holy Seriptares @ Are they yoy,
meditation day and night ¢ Can ye @y, Ihad fuingy |
fer thy Salvation had ] not boped in thy word? “Seay ),
mto your {tate, and let your condition be what ic will
pafs right judgment uponit, whether ye die more o, &
lefs, or grow more or lefs; to have true knowledgs
of your ftate, is theway to betterit, if decayed, this ﬂ’
may remedy it, if growingthis may encreafe it, (), /
then ftand not ftill in a conceit, it is well or ill wjyy, ;
you, but be at a certainty, how it is with you, ...
amine your felves, prove Jowr felves, kpow. yor . i
that Chrift Jefus ss in you except ye be reprobare, I
1 %(:)rt;légdesz'xr friends and let uswalk on'to Emmam' g
and talk together by the way, of all things that haye ‘(p‘
happened of lare, namely, fince we did believe ; haye !
ye a hankering after new things, would you now e #
gadding vp and down, after divers a“‘_“*fange Do. ’,ul
- Zrines » How is your heart affe@ed with, or Afgj_ sj?

)
F

&ed to hear of others Mifdoings ? Dotk horvor take 1“

hold of you 5 becanfe any leave Chrifts law? ' Dogh|
your fouls weepin fecret places forothers pride ? Apof®
 you aftonifhed to hear that fuch a one is turned agajn | ;
to his farm, another to hss merchandize ? One gonafls
back to Egypt again, another \yul'hng to flay in the i
wildernefs, and many moft unwillingif it prove coft-
ly; either topafsover fordas, orby Jericho, though’
it be Gods greatroad way to Cawaan : Remember hoy
it was-once with you, enquire how itis with you noyw, i
when you meet one another, is your talk heavenly opf?
earthly 2 What do ye favour moft? -What defigng
feek ye moft to carry on? In allcompany who are ye

i
for: i
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or, the world that is, or the world to come ? Do
ye ask one another when yon meet, what trade goech
forward with you moft ? Are ye telling meeklyand = |/
frequently each otber, what God bath done for your, ' .//
fouls > What yearnings of heart isin you after thefe ~ 7
folemn affemblics? Do you count it worthy yout:
ime to be often there? Do you go and pray, and
pray before you go, that you may dutitully meet
#1God, and he profirably meet you? Doth Chrifls eye
ficonftrain your to come chither or the Churches eye ?
When you are hindred, what is your fear ? How is
iyour care? Can yon be well content 10 be lightly
abfent, if the Church will be content with your ab=
fence » Doth the Decay in Chrifls Honfe, orinyour
houfe (rouble you moft ? Can you quietly bear De-
ficay in Chnifts Spiritual Houle, while you keep from
ecay in your tempotal Houfe 7 Canyon fee afBidti-
Ons pier¢e ‘the fides of fome bicterly, and you fiot
Weep with them 2 Was it thus with'yeuonce, were
not others forrows yout: tears 2 Didyou oot delighe
to mourn with the mourner, and rdjoyce with the
nger » Are you now lefs able then formerly to with=
ftind temptations ¢ Wil a {mall -offence make youfo
ipatient as to cominit great fin » Is Satanalmoft at
‘every little turn too bard for youz Areyou bafied
uickly now with every little blowe Areyou fodry and
barren of the Spirirs waterings, that now every touch
Iitakes you 7 How s it with you when tronbles are vp=
f you ? Are you more ot lefsthen you were wont
ko be in prayer? Whether is your care now mofl to
Know affli&ions caufe or cure? ‘What way tends the
tivings of your heart moft, when Gads firoakis up-
\f:rriou.) Would you part with the Rod upon any
for 5; or undergo it longer, to have it fanétified the
urer 2 Doth affliGtion mend you or make you worle?
* How
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How are youwhen theRodisgone? Canyoy t;ul
fay with David, Before Iwas afflitted I wen aft

and as truly fay, But wow I bave learned 3, rrg,
thy word ? What,are your thoughts of Egyp, thz i

\\Land you were redeemed from? Would you go thi
ther again ? Is your old fin, or fins inany méafye
pleafant to you again? Are you taken with o,

thoughts of your bafeft Lovers, whole.paths leg you

to the gates of Hell # Do thche great work of Mor. |

rification go forward or’ backward ? Doth fin c;
_head orloofe headin you? Areyou notindeed whoj

jgnorant asto your fpiritual eflate, whether yougrqy,

cay.

ofgcut %’aﬁ of all, and moftof all? Dothencreafe o
¢ime in Chrills acquaintance, work decreafe of affe.
&ion to Chrifts company? Ah Lord God isit come
to this, have you fuffered fo many things in vajy
What ? Love Chrift Jefuslefs ! whom you can neye,
fove enough, and once thought fo 2 Doth long ac,
quaintance with focha Friend, procure defires of i,
abfence? God forbid: Would you not walk wich,
him now, and talk with him now ? yea take fwee;

counfel together, as you werewonttodo? Doygy:

favour the things of the earth fo much, and thethings
of Heaven fo little, that now your Lords comp;,
ny is burthenfome ? Can you not go with hj

run with him, Faft with bim, Pray with hjy,
weep with him, yea and bleed with bim ? Hath pe
not done all this for you? He was made fin for 5,
that kneW no finy womnnded for our tranfgreffions ; Pier:
ced for onr iniqusties ; the chaftifement of our peace sz

g ]

wpon him 5 and with his fripeswe arehealed. 2 Cop, i

5. 21. Ifa. 35. 5. Buk Ifhall proceed briefly o fig
Caufes of this great Decay,

Firﬁ,

Y‘f’

f
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Firft, Yorgetfulnels of that perifhing condition
chrift found us in at it acquaintance: dnd whes
ol pafled by thee, and [aw thee pollmsed in thy own
blood ; 1 faid wunto thee when ‘thow Waft in thy blood,
§3ve s then Wafbed I thee withwater, yea, Ithvongh-
Ly wafbed away thy blood, and anwointed thee with,
L. Zech, 16. 6, 9, compared with Chap, 36. 11,
Then Pall ye remember your own evil ways, and
Jour doings thar 'Were not good , and [hall lothe yonr
clves i your own_ fight , for yomr iniquities and
@bominaions, VFere by comparing our eftate with
Iftacls eftate, we may read our danger with Ifraels
danger, who being apt to forget the condition God
fourid them in, and redeemed them from , are
tharged to remember their own evil ways: "I'his»
€membrarnce was that,thac wrough fuch high admi-
Tation in St, Paul. 1 Tim, 1. 12, 13. And Ithank
Chrift Tefus onr Lord, who hath enabled me, _thﬂt
9 counced me faithful, putting me snto the Mimﬂr]‘
Who was before a. blafpemer, and a perfecusor, and
Wiurions, Clearly noting, that Pauls remembrance
Of Chrifts gooduefs to him in mifery, encreafed his
&ficem of Chrifls mercy. :

Secondly, A fecond Caufe may be. ghn;; A&ual
Withdrawing from that wonted familiarity we ufe
£0 have with Chrift; once if it were well withus,

€ muft know it, and be praifed for ity ifit were
evil wich us, be muft be told of it ;. and at the
leaft abfence, you could cry with the Spoufe, 7e/
me O thow whem my [onl loveth , Where thon feed-
tf and ‘canfeft 1hy flock to vefF at woon; for why
foould I be a5 one that twrneth afide, from the flacks
°f. thy companigns, Camt, 1. 17. Thus in a holy
friendly intimacy claims his company ; if now fuch
ifcover firangene(s to bim in being ftrangars li?
. is
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his Fold; inaword, acevery Chriftians fervica . I
feldome, though once often; thus negle@ins no

“means of encreafe, mult needs caule decreafo, 8 th

Thirdly, The rhird Caufe may be chis ,
declioings - to - hearc acquiintanae 5  The ’Waec
' 't i i Vatch'/

snow over the heart is not (0 tric as once, jp . s
fo tender intimes paft, that every comer jq :’as’*{lﬂ
goer -out, muft be under ftrict examination wgdlﬂ‘
they were for , whether or no they weno.'d'
Chrift jefus’s ercand ; but now the door of tht#
heatc is {et open too too often , at hours tog i
feafonable, for reafons too flender, to the Cnter-{
raining many a {trange face that never was wop; t; 4‘7
come there, fince the King of Glory had taken p;l
poflefiion; for this Jeremiak complains againt ?frufv‘lﬂi
falem.~ Elow long foll thy vsin thungbis odge i
in thee 2~ 'Lhey kept not their beart w;r.la ﬂl!d;il’k”’t‘e M
knowing that ont of it are the iffues of dife 5 Buttryg? #
ing it too mach were deceived and turned afide
thereby. . "

Yourchly, A fourth Caufe may be this, ,Decayingf;,i
in love to Chrifts Children; once your Chlefdelight[‘d'
was with the Saints, and efpecially thofe that excelledid
in virtue ; now daily decaying in your love to thep, p8
and acquaintance with them: This Chrift Jefus ma f
keth an unerring reafon, He that loveth his By, fi
ther abideth in the light, and there 15 mo occafion ', - }p‘
[Fumbling in him. 1 John 2. 10. If any man fay, o

hl
g

that loveth not his Brother whom he hath feen, by,
can be love God Whons he bath not feen ? Chap, 4

/

206. Plainly afferting, « the' impoffibility of loviné"‘
the greater , if we love not the léffer; fothat m?ﬁ
what degree there is decayinone, thereisthe famgﬂ’ﬂ

Eifihy )¢

inthe other,
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. Titehly, The fifth Caufe may be this; Encreafe
o1 affcction to perifhing things; At your firflt ac.
" Quaintance with Chrift, the wotld and its offers
fiwas contemned by you, now it is efteemed; you
,t!ad once a holy carelefsnels for the things of this |
dife, now an unholy carefulnefs for them; thep
you fate ac Jefus’s feer, hearing his word, but now,
‘cumbered with much ferving ; Love ot the world
\Hor the things of the world; if any man love vhe
Wiworld | the love of the Father #s not in bim : Mean-
@, 108 whofoever lvves the World at fuch a ratc as to
‘be more thoughtful after its vanitics then Heavens
excellencies ; For the love of Mone) 7 the root .of
“all evil; which while fome coveted after, they have
erred from the faith, and picreed themfelves through with
many forrows, 1 Tim. 6,10, ;
Laftly, A fixth Canfe may be this, The with-
 drawings of the holy Spiric, that was once pleal-
- ed, and did then vifit you often; but now is griev-
W ed, and vifits you feldom; that once helped you
% much apaioft temprations, laying for dead the deeds
i of the body, now lets yon alone to be beatenand
| baffled with every evil motion, and this as the
i effe® of the Spirits withdrawing, whofe work
. where ever it is, being to greaten the efteem of
0 Jefus Chrift, and foil temptations of every kind,
i if not difcouraged, grieved and hindred | for fear
# of which are thofe high Chriftian Precepts given,

J1 DOt to wex i, quench it, OF gricve ity and that

i} becaufe, as our” patural body without life is void
. of a&ion, fo without the holy Spirie is a Chriftian
(§ man dry and barren, at beft but like the Fig-tree,
fy fomething only in fhew , yet curfed by Jefus Chrilt
i for wanc of fruic :  When the Apofile Fsde comes

|t fpeak of fome, ‘that in the laft days fhould
y : turn
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turn Mockers walking after their own ungo X

mark how they are chara&erized our, 75,/

who feparate themfelves , [enfual, aving ng,

@pirtc s fude reckons them among the g,4,

for filthinefs , calls them Raging Waves, Wap o
" \Stars , Murmurers, Complainers, worfe thep mtr_lg

ral Bruit-beafls ; and the fum of all, as b"“%‘f* |
fitnce of the @picit, In the midlt of all Daw‘? ‘
languifhing for fear of fo high a lofs , is not thi:w
one of his moft bitter cries? Caff menot 4y fyo

thy Prcfmre; and Take not thy holp Dpivig frang
. g, Plalesr. 11. '

—=

B
8.

===

'Serting forth the grear aptuefsin perfons, toform to then.
felves a Devotion, and from thence, promife thyy, §

SR

CHA P, 3XXI.

[elves life and [reedom while they live nnder fing 1), §
Sminion y with fix evident marks of avight comvigy;, s
of fin, and converfion from fin, with the Cﬂhfe,r :
affigned of Declenfion in after time from conting b

hating of fin.

‘ SIGN XXXL.
» TWngrm fins feem (maller, andfmall fins

[eem none at all,
Ic is one of che firlt work of Gods holy Spirit upon
a Convert, to fet before him the fintulnels of fin, and
the wrath dew to him for che fame,  till a fight of this
fin is dead, inthe ats and effe@s of itupon tranfgre
fors, for while the Prince of darknefs rules (j
though it lives and grows, is undera vail, blindnefs

: hav'mgf i
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 having covered the underflanding of the finner, fo thar
#i 1t becomes habitual, and the babit of it takesaway
f the feeling of ‘confcience towardsit, o that the Serip-
§' ture ranks fuch under this mark, as deadinfinsand
trefpaffes ; being patt fecling, fear to offend, orcare -
0 pleafe their Creator ; and yet at the fame time un’
der fome kind of awakeniogs; now and then have
fome apprehenfionsof Death and Judgment to corgs,
Y and in che ourward skicts of it, bave a kind of belief
0 that there is a Heaven and Hell for reward and
' Punithmenc . and at the fame time form to themfelves
d fome kind of devotion, as belt pleafech, and coftech
3 lealt from hence, promifing to themfelves life and
 freedom hereafier from that weath that isto come;
/ thouphy a¢ the fametime live under the dominion of fuch
" ins 45 is molt grateful ro them and becanfe of fome"
" 800d meaning or formal prayer and confeflion, which
i they naw and then put up to God in thewords of
0 Chrifls people, while barrea of the Spirit of Chrifts
#People ;. yer herewith take content, while they ufe
" Davids worgds of confeffion, conclude themfelves un-
ilder D gvids Spirit of contrition, Al this while Satan
'ﬁ Jthat he may hold them the more firm, from right con-
I Vidtion of fin, and right converfion from fin, doth
Sallow them to excell infome commona&s of juflice
0 the fecond Table of Gods Law s andfrom hence
Zthey conclude their ftate {afe, thoughthey can Swear,
Jbe Drunk, Iie, Cheat, livein Covetonfnefs, envying,
Malice, Fride,Back-biting, Whifpering Surmifing,cie.
od that becaufe they now and then do thefe chings,
pYet are they good Church.menand do ask God every
Night forgivenefs; and are told in Scripture, that they
are to pray for pardon of fin, and that be which
elicveth that jefus is the Sonof God fhall be faved,
nd thac Chrift dicd for finneis, and they are fure

Q, they
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they are finners, and nowhere exempted, that they |
know of from his mercy ; for Jefus came into thy‘ !
world on purpofe to feek and fave what waslofy. . =~ © §!
May- it not be feared thoufands thus conteng themq I
. felves with onely outfide reformation, remembring 0
that David, Peter, and others in Scripture finge dg 3‘«
and the beft of men living, have their failings.’ an&“?
“its bue the fame with them, and_ they do htart"y ;ﬂ'
beg forgivene(s of God, though itstrue they Cﬂnno:ﬂ
leave. their fins, yet canfay God be mercifui to Megy ;’i{
- : 1
g?‘: it will be .needful here to fhew the diﬂin&io“ ,jﬂ
between finner aud finner : Some fpots though ey ,M
fpots, yet arenot thc‘fpo:sof Gods enemies ; its gy, ﬁ
thing to fia under aCovenant of grace ( through j,. £
firmity ) and another thing to ﬁp out‘of _the Covenant‘ ‘
( chrough impenitence ) one with hiswill, the other'-\,.j
againit his will ; one feeks the fin; the other; the fin il
feekshim ; the one moft careful of Gods eye, the ff
other, if at all, onely careful of manseye ; the ope
goes a mourner to the grave, that ever he ﬁ“Ucd }
againft fuch ove and grace as the Gofpel hath madq
known ; the other,” never mourns for fin, but as pro. I
voked at the feeling of the punifhmeat; the ong g
more afraid of the Hell infin, thenthe Hell after fin. W%
the other thecontrary ; the one thirlls after the (pirj; fig
of juflification, the other wifketh, bl_lt it.':" like 4
wanton Beggar, for the advantage of juftification.
the one cares not what becomes of him here, (o Ile,
may. live with God hereafter; the other cries, wkhg
will thew us any good here? The one hath refpe® to
every cdmmand of God ; the other picksand chufes,
belicves as his rblers believe, or fuch a Bifhop op
Learned man, or greac Landlord believes, and whag
is moft in fathion, that moft pleafes him ; his Religi.

on
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k leth in avoidiag the Crofs, and running with the
éregm_ The one thinks nothing too coftly for

hrift, the other thinks that Religion beft that coft-
€th leaft. 1In a word, one loves the Lord Jefusin
all his Offices as King, Prieft, and Frophet, to rule

m as well as fave him; the other would be content-
&d to love, asa Jefusto fave, but will not endure him
95 a King ro rule.

Having premifed this about firi in the General, we
all now fpeak of ic under this Sign, as-it refpes
ch as once thought fmall fins great, now think great

fing fmall, ook at fmall onies as if they were none arall,
is certainly,is a fign of Decay in Godlinefs; the leaft
SIgn amaindt bim, being great enough without the mer-
€y of God, (if perfifted in ) to weigh us down to Hell,
nnot therefore in it felf: be lictle ; but its very pofii-

e for a Chriftian that once had a Confcience fo ten-
id preatly prieve; yet may

i {uch a {tate of love or
liking o fin, that he can now eafily {wallow down
that " for which he went mourning all the day long.
ill the Commandment came to the Apoftle Paxl, he
#aWas alive in his own eftimation, and did verily think,he
idGod good fervice,in making hayock and fpoil inthe
#6Church of God being zealoufly mad againftall that call.
td on the name of lefus, and yet at the fametice was
Gods account aBlafphemer, Perfecutor, as himfelf, in
account he gives of himflf, afer hisconverfion, did
acknowledpe himfelf; for when once the Command.-
Mene came, and fin appeared exceeding finful, and
the Wrath of God appeared asthe reward of it, he
en lay low in his own eyes ; the chief of finners
and leaft of Saints. Often faith theProphet have I beard
Of thee, by the hearingof the Ear, whichis the cafe
‘f<,¥h0ufands in England , and his fear they are
Q2 raught

.
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taught by the precept of men. But now faich
Pro%het’y/llim Eyes hM{e [een thee, and tfaercf”:h d:
I abhor my [elf, and vepent in duft and afbes. 1 haye feen
thee in thy greacnefs asa fin hating God ; and iy thy
oodnefs as a fifi pardoning God  Therefore dop
abhor my felf, Now woe is me, I fee now .
aman of uncleanlips; this 1s the effe@s of the holy
Spirits work, leading the finner to behold the hay e/
and fide of Jefus, pierced with the Nails and Spear. |
Now fin appears finfal, and Hcll. followx_ng after where 'f
damned Worms fhall never die: This made Daviy
to walk heavily, and cry out upon his awakenjp, : '!,a
Eave mercy upon me O God, according tothe miltitsgy) |
of thy tender mercies, .blot out all mine Imqmt.m-, i I“
e from all my fin. Itis very poffible for Chriftiang o, f
loofe this firff heat, relith, and favour of the pgy, .’1}
Birch-beginning, that once was as a Jewel of gre;.
price.  And this ordinarily comes to pafs through Deg. *‘1
figence te maintain the firlt Life-principle they fuckey fd
from the Grace of God atits tn:ﬁ entertainment, Apq V‘
did not then ( let me ask experience ) our hearts byy, ¥
within us, in thefe fix particnlars. ‘bg
1. Did we not fee then our felvesthe greateft of #"“
finners ? Did we not think Hell little enough for oy M
punithment , the Ground too good to bear yg to | 4““
walk on, and the Air too good to allow us ¢ &
breathin, and every bit of Bread much more then wq ;@‘“‘
deferve? Did not Scales fall as it were from our.eyes 3 °
Were not our opinion of our felves, changed frop, wg
wealch to woe ? We that a few days before, preached ﬁﬂ
peace to our Souls, and thoughe our ftate as goodag byl
any in our Neighbourhood, though we koew not hoy, i
to weep, that bad made our Lord to weep, yep &

i 8
now where ever wecame, wept bitterly, and all ohid Jpw"i
talk was of our undone eftate our of Chrift ; never wely &

but
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but when we were breathing out our grief', that evet
We. grieved God. Wasit not buc theother day, that

Y One Saul was going to Damafewms with Commiffion,

Wl Wherefoever he found any of the Difciples of Jefus,

W te muft bring them bound to Fersfalem ; and did he .
not hold the Raiment of thefe that ftoned Strephen ;
and zealous for the Law of the Fathers, and as toucha
1ng its rightcoufnefs blamelefs, But now his eyes being
Opened, he feeth himfelfa blafphemer, a perfecutor,
and fets his hope onely on Fefus Chrift that came it
#he worldto fave finners. 1 Tim. 1. 15,

8 But Sccondly, Did not we then go often to (_30d

b (by prayer for yer aclearer fenfeof our fin ftill being 5
Jealous it was not enough? Did we not thencry Oh!
Tam not wounded enoughin my Spirit, for wounding
\my Saviours Spirit? Were we not then ready to highe
T;tn, rather then leffen our forcs .?r Methinks I hear
‘You fiill crying out with your Efpoufal, Cry woisme
that ever nyhoguld oﬁ'cnd%uch a I?ord, fuch love, fuch
A matchlefs love. I can never do enongh for him, nor
fuffer enough for him , had I a thoufand lives they
Were all too lictle to lay down at his feec ? How early
With God were wein Cloffet-prayer, carly at the Ser-

on, early at vifiting the Imprifoned.  Now Spirit,
exfon, Purfe, and all I am and have,isacthe Lords

Service, Now I feel fuch a weighcupon my {houlders
for my fins char nothing but che blood of Chrift can
‘hold me from finking into Hell.

But Thirdly, Did we not then abhor our fin, or
What we had done, and all occafions feading thereun-
t0? Did not we then fay with Dawvid, my fin i ever
Oefore me ? Were notourblack deedsin all company,
and in all conditions moft before our eies, following
U8 as a hungry Wolf follows its prey ? We:e we not

ﬂ then as weary of our fin asof along fitof ficknefs ?
r”/r‘ Q 3 Did
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Did we not {othe the thoughts of that that had Dagii
labh PWere it not now our ﬁcknefs,and foinits own Co.
lours befer with the black threatnings of Gogs great §
Plagues, 3 ? )
But Fourthly, Did we not then retain in oy, me- B
mory, a deep fenfe of thF Plaguesdue, for our (,
lothing our felves. Woe is methat ever I thoutq be
fuch a vile wretch,fuch a Beaft before che Loed 5 | Noy,
abhor my felf in duft and afhes, at the very though, ¥
and remembrance of myfin; Idonow fee ang won. if
der at that mercy of Ged that kept me eut of Hely,
Oh! It is HellIdo deferve for my hainous ¢y
ag none knows more of me, then Ido of my felf , 3
none can think worfe of me, then 1 think of my !,;I
felf, admiring the mercy of God, and give my tef;. ’,Il
mony, that furely none buta God could haye bom_lq
with me thus long. Oh ! That ever Ifhould fpendy“
my precious time, fubftance, and ftrength to ferye ﬁ"
fuch clchy Iofts ; ITnow fee itis better for me to bea ¢
door-keeper in the houfeof God, then to dwellin 1), tenps i
of the wicked. i
s But T:*,ffh]y‘, Did we not then fee fo myuch of fin_
felf, and wrath, that we covenanted for everto live o
Mournet for what before we had done ; thatas we g
had made ic our trade, and had got the very habit of
fin. So now we thould get the habit of forrow , ot
as too maony forrowful, onely while convitionsaye ¥
firong. buc clothed with the ftate of forrow, from 4
month to month, and year to year, pafling of the
time of our whole Pilgrimage in trembling and fear
like Ezekiels mourners that God had pardoned” &
Chap. 7. verfe 16. Bar they that efcape of 1 il
Joall efcape s yer to remain on the Mountain, like
Dovesonthe valleys, all of thens MONI BN in the State ﬁf
as Well s alt, every one for bis own inignity '

. ’.

Laftly,
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t Laily, Did we not then covenant foraver to be
il thankful to God for our pardon? Did we not then
4l think it litcle enough to beupon our knees praifing this

God to Eternity, that had faved us, and fhewedus

uch mercy, when we were polluted to the lothing of
our perfons; and that at fuch a time God fhould
00k upon us with fuch pittie Did not this fenfe work
| s up to forget our forrow, for joy that fo goodly a
man-child was born, the Lord of life formed in us.
| What Trouble, Pain, Lofs, or Crofs, had a yoice to
#9 prefs the fpirits to complain like this to praife, - the’
IIOSé of believing, beinga tranfcendent joy. 1 Pet.
. Object, But what is the Caufes this frame isnot
now » Whyt What is the matter thac great fins feem
L {mall, gnd fmall none at aii? Anfwer, Thefe chree
L appear to be Caufes. 1, Ignorance how much God
- Dates Sin, 2, Ignorance what Cbrift Jefus under-
' g{enz for Sin. . 3. Ignorance of the woeful effects of
in,
_ Ficlt, Tgnorance how much God hatesSin. This
appears to everyintelligible perfon, that will but con-
folt Gods Method from the begtoning of time, his
glorions atcribute of jultice was {till bent againft fin ;
the nrft glorious price of his workmanfhip, whom
he placed in the Gardenof delight, who wasundoubt-
edly Gods delight ; for he beheld every thing that be
: had made good, much more man the Mafter-piece of
i all the relt; for inthe Imageof Godmade he him ;
Yet now for fin muft be driven out of Paradice 3 the
ground curfed for his fake, and in forrow mult e eax
his bread ; and fromthence forward bea dying man,
till he die, Mofes the man of God, ( withwhom God
the great Lord Almighty, talketh face to face,) and the
very type of Jefus Chrilt: Yec muft neyer have one

Q 4 prayer
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rayer anfwered, when a fin bad but come inthe
‘way 5 though in other cafes-fo prevalent, thae Witl: ’&ﬂ
prayer he holds Godshands, Yer now O Lord Gog
thou haft begnun to [bew thy fervant thy greatnefs “”a; i
. thy mighty band ; 1pray thee let me go over 2o f“’,]or. £y
dan, that geodly momntain, andLebanon ; bur ¢, Lord ‘
was wrath withme for your fakes, and would nor hol "t
me,  Andthe Lord [aidtome, let it fuffice thee, fpeak f ‘,ﬁ
w0 more of this matter. Deut. 3. 24, 25,206, gj 4 'y
wot this abomsinable thing that I hare, Jer. 44. 4. For f
this canfe God fhall fend t/ﬂtim fivong delnfions 1o 4, f?’ﬂ
lieve a lie, that they all might be damned. 2 The /ﬂ‘
oA DL b : *
2 But Secondly, Ignoraoce what Chrift underwey, ’ﬁ"’”
for fin. Ohthe bitteragony that it made him fw.s_-at-gaﬂ
as it were great dropsof blood, trickling down ;g j
bleffed Cheeks ; his foul was exceeding forrowfyy £
even unto death ; his hair pulled off, his vifage marpq
more then any mans, his face fpit in, his bands and
feet nailed toa Tree,a fpear thruft through hisfide,
gndinthe 334 year ofhis age,the primeageof a man: f’{’
his precions life muft betakenaway, hisblood fhed fih
a man of forrows , and clothed with griefs all fop ‘I,lﬁ
fin, though he koew no fin, neither was guile ever £ f
found in his mouth ; he paid dear for what we dig_ #
he muft die that we may live; be curfed thae we m;q; :
be bleffed, Can we look upon this bleffed Jefus,
drinking this bitter cup, and think any fin {mall tha; ’[ﬂ

laid ‘ucha weight onthe Lord of Life. f
Thirdly, Ignoranee of the woeful effe@s of fin, |V
what broughe the flood> Was it noc fin 2 Whay | g‘;

broughe Fire and Brim{tone upon Sodomand Gomey. i
rah? Was it not fin> What brought all the ton gl
Plagues upon Egypt? Was it not fin? What brings g?im
the mighty to the duft, but this Menfter fin, Sick. i

: nefles,
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i} nefles, Difeafes, Sword, Plague, Fire, Famine,
i Amos 4. at large willtellus.  What was the macrer
¥, With London 166%. that morethen fixty thoufandof
1ts ‘inhabytants are carried captive to the Grave, while
every ftreet is filled with evening cries, bring out .
your dead, bring out your dead; in the morning
Walking well about fireets, atnight laid in the grave
i/ fffr worms to feed on; when we beheldin1666.4
W 1ire as from Heaven devour our dwellings, and con-
4! fume that in a few hours, thatmany yeats cannot res
f bair ;' while he that wasrich yefterday, wasa beggar
% today, and not clofe with the Prophet, Zke joy of our
B bearr 7 ceafed, onr dAnce s turned into monrning 5 the
Crowy 75 fallen from oﬁ' onr bcad, _qu umto us that we
A bave fpned, Lam. §. 15, 16, This is the Mounfler;
M 1‘}’110 can then look upon Zondem, and think any fin
- Imall, :

% CHA P. X XXIL

gﬁ‘ Shewing the great apinefs in'(?hr:ﬂiam.w be lﬁ[! nff{,l-’
M% ed with praifes for v T ribe of mercie, comixg, and
I’ more afflicted to murmaring for a tithe of mercics go-
ine 5 with four Canfes of this Decay.

SIGN, XXXII.

‘N 7 Hen your Tongne s frequentin complain-
M ing for lefJer miferies, and filent in prai-
¢ fing for greater mercies, :

Oh\ How apt are Chriftiansto fall under this De-
€ay, quickly apprehenfive of that which goeth a_ainft

the grain; ‘the {iring of the heart eafily wound ppon
ils

=

_as

(A

\
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its utmoft height, yea beyond godly bounds in fo,. ﬁ
row ; give me Childrenor elfe I die ; arcady Ko ﬂ
rant to complain what we want, and would haye, or 1y
have in point of mifery, and would be rid of , butas ¥

. the fame time fo out of our account ““d.““.chriﬂian 1
confideration, that we think not of going 1nto Gogs 41
fan@uary, and weighing our prefent ftate in his by)_ ?ﬂ"
fance : whether fo much mifery on the left hand is not ’t
overpaifed with treble its mercies on the right han d; :
atribe of mercies coming, lels feenintheir worth ¢ 4@
gaife the heart and tongue aftera thankful frame, the,, £
a Tithe of mercies go1ng ; perhaps weepmore for the ?l
removal of oneSon, then the poffeffion of ten Song ,
big with troubicfor a leffer lofs, and yet at fame time i
Jean in thankfulnefs for greater gain. * Good Day;gen o
was once out here, Isthe young man M&fﬂlpm. (et gﬁ ¢
Now was Abfalom inthe height of rebellion, aiMing ‘w
at no les then the Crown, yetnow Foab, Abig,y L
and Jerai whom I have made Captainsover thoufands’ V(y,
to fight my Battels; whenye overcome, deal gently W
for my fake with the young man, even Abfaly, ﬁt’!
The Battel is fought, the Mercy isobtained ; for the W
vidtory goeth on Davids fide . : Mcﬁ‘cngcrﬂ haften ;ifu‘.
with the tidings, every one ambitious who fhall ryy ¥l
firlt,and faftet.  And the King fits in the gate Waiting-V |
for their Meflage, and benold Abimaaz the Son of ‘;ﬂ'
Zadook, cometh andfaid, alliswel, falling dewn up. I
on bis face before the King, [aying, Blefled be the Loy 0‘
thy God which hath delivered the men, which did lifs ,ﬁﬂ‘
wp their hand againft my Lord the King. — Here is I
joyful tidings of a conquelt calling for mumpham_wf

thankfulnefs. But at what height is Davids Tongue W
siow in tune, 15 the yong man Abfalows fafed Thac W
appeared more fet upon his heart, then the ViQory . i
for no fooner hath Cuf%i another meflenger reporced f‘

Ab-
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" Abfaloms death , but the viQory is forgotten, and

Davids greateft caufe of joy acthe mercy turned in-
to greater forrow, at the leffer mifery; for the King

| Was much moved, and went upto the Chamber over
| the gate, and wept; and as he went thus, befaid, -
\ Omy Son Abfalom, mySon, my Son Abfalom. ! wonld

God 1had died for thee O Abfalom, my Son, my Son,

| 25am, 18. §, 21, 29, 32, 33: 1s not this too too
| common among profetlors wherever we come, the

place filled with complaining of want, or lofs; our
Tongue nimble at reporting our leffer miferies, while
qumb atpraifing for greater mercies, our hands often
lifted up in prayer for what we want ; buc feldom

\, lifted up in praife for what we have.

How many fignal mercies from evening till morn-

Bl ing. and from morning till evening are fcarce taken
f* notice of ; meat to eat, and an appente LOLL, Cloaths
il to cover us, fire to warm Us, a bed to reftus ; and

Vet fo bruitifh, as not to fee thefe mercies in their
worth, till we fee them in their want; how many
vights under the fhade of death, are we delivered from

. the fith of Death, and yet never the more thankful

or froitful next morning ? a {tate of bodily health

a and ftrength for years together, and lefs concerned in

its enjoyment, with care for a flate of thankful-
nefs , then if all were more debt, and merit, then

#  tlemency and mercy.

The Fowls of the Air, theBeafh of theficld, the

# Fifh of the Sea, muft furrender up their breath to

continue our breath, they uncloathed, thac we may
be cloathed ; the tender Calf ferch’d from the ftall;
the young Lamb taken from the flock; the Turtle-
Dove fiript of its life, for a pampered, wanton, un-
thankful, unfruitful People, But what will be the
end of all? 7 ho foall live when God doth this ? Name-

ly
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ly, Calls "to anaccount, bringsin the bill of Indjg, %
ment. - f/’
Imprimss, For the abufe of Plenty, in the yeqy of
plenty. = ITtems, For Idlenefs. Zeem, For Ve #
~nefs,  Irem, For turning Riches into Pride. g, W
For praying feldom, exceptunder fome fenfitive lof;” Vi
Ttems, Yerfittingdown to feed upon Gods Creatnre, i/
and refting upen your Bedsas do the Bruits.  fre,y,” | f
For murmuring under Adverfity. It;}m, For Dy[. f /
fightednefs ac what you abound ‘with. - Jrems, For
Envy at your Brothers wellfare.  Item, For ufins Iyl
your Tongue 0 Carry Tales. Item, Tortaking upa ﬂ"*
report againft your Neighbour,  Ztem, For cvery r n
omiffion of Good. Irem, For every commiffion of [y
Evil. Jrem, For your gtand fin of Uﬂthaﬂkﬁlh_)efs, -ﬁ r‘;

3 . W
c5T:‘\h ahriﬁizms! What fhall we plead in the grege fg,;
day of account, when this, and a thoufand times !
more fhall rifeup inJudgment againft us; for fpending Iy,
more of our Tongue and Time, in complaining of 0
leffer miferies, then in praifing for greater Mercies, %1
But what may bz the Caufes of this Decay 2 Firft, i
Counting without God. Secondly, Ignorance thay
the pulfeof fenfe, beats higher then the pulfe of faith, y“
Thirdly, Jgnorance that the ftate of a Chriftian og gp
earth, is to be a thankful ftate, Fourthly, A nog
retaining in the heart, the due reward of pag

fins. ; I
Firft, Countingwithout God. Thatis, when we ?J;,f
seafure our condition with what we would havej.. #

be, not asking counfel at the handof God, is thisor £
¢hat condition beft for me ? Good Agxr knew the ﬁ;,g
deceitfulnefs of his own heart, and therefore durf I
not make any choice without God,  Z'wo things bave [
I defived of thee, dewy methem not before Idie, give me f’t

#seithey
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#either Poverty nor Riches, feed mewith food convenie
ent for me, lest I be {wll and deny thee, and [ay whos
the Lord, or left I be poor, and Steal, and take the
Bame of myGodinvain. Pro.30.8,9. Iftheyoung

i Child may have its will, it will crave a knife, and—
i therewith wound it felf ; Eatto Gluttony, Drink un-
i to furferting. Cry out againft applying the plafter,
gl or fearching the Sore. How apt bave we becnto
‘tomplain of that condition, that when once we had
but gone into the fanctuary to feeic, have then found
it mercy, ending in thankfulnefs.- The little Boy,
¢ while little, is very unwilling tolearn his book, and
i will venter upon Correction for a Play-day : but

| When riper years are gone Over his head, repines with
repentance at the paft-time fo mifpent, Oh ! Its
good to let God alone, towalk inhis own Method,
‘and take what he fends whether it be Phyfick or
| Cordial, ;
) But Secondly, A fecond Caufe is this, weknow

4 it nor, but the Pulfe of Senfe beats higher then the
M Pulfe of Faith, thatis, we meafure our condition by
# feeing, and not by believing  Abraham’sfenfe, could
'not fee the Son of the promife ; but his faith could
ke the knife to flay the Lid for afacrifice unto God,
enfe would not let Jfrael go to Canaan throughthe
ildernefs ; but God faw that way the neareft, there.
re faithful ¢Mofes chufes that way. Senfe made
achel cry, give me Children, or elfe Idie. While
aith led old E/, while made childlefs to cry, 7¢4
e Lord ler him do What [eemeth him good.  Senfe
jifmakes us angry at the Rod, though aPrifon atthe
ifame time, is betterthena Pallace, Senfeled Z/5-cef
1o be angry at God, and murmur when they wanted
ibread and water, and diflike their Travel through fo
Breat and terrible a Wildernefs, wherein were fiery
Ser.
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Serpents and Scorpions, and Dronght ; but had F;it
been predominant, it would have reprefented to the )
the goodlinefs of that way , becaufe of the fign
ends chat was to enfue ; out of a Rock of flint gufhet?:
~forth Water, and from Heaven is Mannah, Angels
food rained, and the Red-Sea divided, and Pharogly
and his hoft drowned ; and above all Ifrae/ humbleq
and their hearts proved, that God might do them
good at their Jatter end, fo that in a word, Fajy
meafures that condition the moft thankful conditioy
be it never fo thornie, unpleafant and bitter to fenge
"and others were tortured, notaccepting deliverance
that they might obtaina better Refurrection. 7.4

Bgts'rhirdly, A caufe why we are more frequent i
complaining of leffer mifcries, then praifing for greaes
er mercies, is ignorance that the ftate of a Chriftjay
here on Earth, is to be athankful ftate, thatis g
every thing to give thanks. 1 Thef. 5. 18. This to
fenfe in its Latitude, feems abard Leffon, What
To thank God for Aflictions, for Poverty, for Sicke
nefs, for lofs of Husband, Wife, Child, Houfe,
Land, what to have allin onebottom, andto fink ag
once into the bottom of the Sea, and yet thank Gog i
feems Egyptianbondage, and worfe ; but the Text jg
univerfal, sn cvery thing give t_bfznk: ; ﬂnd‘the reafon
is as univerfal for every condition (" onthis fide HeJ|
is mercy, an! thercfore calls for thankfulnefs ) Mofes
coming to Pharaoh with rcque_ﬁ that Z/rae! might be
enlarged, was mercy, though it tended at firft to the
enlargement of their bonds, yet it was in orderto,
their freedom upon the moft noble terms 5 had we ne-!
ver rrouble here, we fhould never fo long for reft;
hereafter, Good Fofhwa and Caleb ftill thoughe he
belt of Gods way with them , and 7o5 when Houfe,®

and
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jrand subftance, and Cattle, and Servants,and Children,
and alt was gone, fends inthankfulnefs, Naked came
WL ot of my Mothers womb, andnaked foall I returs,
he Lovd gave, and the Lord hath taken away, and
B LESSE D bethename of the Lord. e
. Fourthly, A fourth Caufe of this Decay may be
this, not retaining in the heart the due reward of
Palt fins ; that is, forgetting that anguifh which un- .
der our firft conviétions we were bowed down with ;
When we felt the weight of our fins in their black and
Horrid agpravations, having paft upon our felves the
ientence of Death ; ard this followed by the Law of
ife ; crying out b Wretched [inner that Tam | phoe
all deliver me [rom the body of this Death, or dead
dy? Were we not then as it weretied to a dead man,
and compelled to draw him, and the ftench of him
Up and down with us wherefoever we wene, being
befer wich Exekiels roul, Lamentations, and mourn-
ng, and woe? Could we not then truly fay W.llh
David, my fin.is ever before me, and Hell coming
after's and if in this Chrifilefs condition I die, I
fhal| hedamped to all Eternity,  Did not this burden
feit for fin. and feared for wrath, keep down the
piric “ of complaining more for fmaller miferies P
‘And how would we then have been affe@ted with
Ethankfuinefs for the rythe of thofe mercies we now
o Overlook ? Its evident by Gods expoftulation with
b I[racl in Ezckiels time. Chap. 16, That this Symp-
1'0m was upon them ina high degree, fo that the
I)mphet for their reducing begins at the root, Sow
% man, caufe |erufalem to know hber abominations;
the hath forgotten her Father wasan Amorite, and
fother an Hitsite, andin the day the was born, fhe
Was caft out into the open field, to the lothing of
et perfon, and when no eye pittied her, thenfaid
I
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1 to her'live ; her extremity of mifery, . gy
opportunity of mercy ; thus her renown wen, fOftg/‘»
among the nations ; for fhe was besutiful thegy.n
my comelinefs which I put upon her ; by, i é-@?:
- Jefuron waxeth tar; and Kicked, and lightly e{}e‘:m"‘f,
ed the rock of ber Salvation, and as the in-deg pol
all her fin. werfe 22. She hath not kept in remem,
brance the days of her youth, when fhe Wasnakc;
and bare and polluted in her blood the Malefaop o
Now fentence is pronounced, and die he myg Fopw
his tranfgreffion, though once a Palace could no:;a-
contain him , he fwell'd fo big with pride, o,
Now any Cortage, yea corner of a Houfe top, Vea
a Dungeon will be wellcome, let him butdwellthere‘
with a pardon, thus he lies low under the feng off
a temporal death deferved , and fhall not we With
felf-abhorrency, lie much lower, under the fene sz«;;

an eternal Death deferved; When in my greatey
miferies temporal, for which I droop and COmplainled
with the worm-wood and the G?“; then caljip #ll
to remembrance, why am I not in Hell makeo
thac  Tongue but now complining, turned intoll
Thankfgiving 5 1t 4 of the Lords mercies I am ot
confamed, Praife e the Lord, Amen, Amep f
Confider what you read, andfo pafsto the 334, Sl'gr;?
of dying to Godlinefs.
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CHAP, XXXIIL

monflrating whar a preciows fewel Time #s, how to
Pbe vedeemed, proving it Gods work to £ive the Space,
L a Christians Work to make the afc. Shewing alfo
Svhar o dreadful lofs, the lofs of timé %, with
the Canfes of this Decay avd. Remedies for Re-

Co‘ver)_

S1G N. XXXITs

\ [ Hen yonr ﬁn[é. of the great worth af
V' time i [o fmall, that youw are tAroe
rodigal,

It 15 efferitigl, That every man fhould confider,
at as God hath’g‘wen him an excellent Nature, Wlf.._
Om and underftanding to make his choice, having
Made him [ ord over all Creatures, and alictle lower
fien che Angels; he hathalfo appointed him a work
Rd fervice, pre it enough to imploy thofe abilities ;
d hath aifo defighed him to a ftate of life eternal,
er this lifeis ended ;, unto which ftate be can onely
ive, by that werkand fervice. And chat nothiog
Iy be waniting on Gods patt;, to the accomplifhing
5 great defign, he hath and doth, giveevery man
ime in this World, 4 time fo precioms, thatonit
epends ETERN ITY. Time, in the fpace of
; tGQdQ: in the ufeof it Otirs ; for we muft remem-
.r that we have a grear work to do,many enemies to
aquer, many evils to preyent, mary dangers (o.run
_SUg_h,- many difficulties to be maftered, and it
% be, many Children or. Friends to provide fosé
! it
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and many difeafes to cure, and which is moft o

to be found ‘in all doing it fo, that we mg no
back in the sccounts of Eternity,  Now to haye i

a Jewelas Time s, it being of more weight anq W
then all the World ; ‘becaunfe that cannor either pa
valuable price for its lengthening, or recall i

paft and gone; for any therefore to be prodj 2
fuch a Treafure, muft needsargue deep Decay to ¢
power of Godlinefs : but it may be very necefTapdy
we explain this greacword TIME; it may he con _g
fidered under adouble aceeptation, with refpe both
to the fpace of it, and ufe of it: it is Certain thy /
Time in the fpace of i, is Gods gift, Fob 2.4, It'ﬁ

there not an appointed time to man #pon Earth T
is, for fpace given of God o ‘thns noble end, thy
man fhould imploy or ufethis Txme.to the beft ady,
tage, fo that itsas certain, Time m‘thcu[e OF abyp
isours, Eccle. 3. 5. Toevery thing there is 4 Seaf;

{
!
and a time to every purpofe nuder the Sun, that is, 4
Time with refped to the ‘ufe or abufe; God Jep
the fpace of Time, appoints meet Work to take yo
- thac fpace of Time lent, Lets hear the Conclygog!
(faith the Preacher ) of the whole matter, Feql
God and keep his Commandments, thisis the whold;
Duty of Man: for God will bring every work, thal
is ufe orabufe of Time,into Judgment, fOl'Salvatio‘f;:
or Damnation goeth upon this greac hinge of Timely
And what was lent from God as Pernfalems greatolf
mercy, proved through themfelves, their sreatefl
Woe 2 Vor they had the fpace of 1ime remaining!
~ when theuleof Time was gone, they had negledd’
their Market, abufed their Seafon. When God ca ,
23 for Fafting and Weeping, they called for Feafling
and Rejoycing ; like the old World, while fourty yeag
fpace of Time in the Arks preparation,
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Waily fammons to make ready, and getintothe Ark ;
et chey flepe away their cime in Eating, Drinking
ying, Selling, Marrying, giving in Marriage; and

ke no care to make up their accounts, before cheir
Ume was pone; we have a doleful paflage to this pur- -
Pofe, and Ohthat it may ferveas a Land-mark for all
Profeffors, Luke 19, 4.1,42,44. When Jefus Chrift
Was come .near Fernfulems in his Travels, as foon as he
€t his eyes upon the City, he falls aweeping at the
dmentable mifery they had, (notchrough che want
Of time, bur through the mifufe or abufeof time )

y brOUght upon chemfelves, which is evident from his
i YW words, faying, If thos hadft known cven thow, at
eaft in this thy day,(thy day of fpace fromGod given)

% things which belong tothy peace, bnt now they are

8 %5 from thine eyes. God is not bound to wait always,
8201 thou mult be laid even with the ground, becaufe
(000 kneweft not the TIME of thy vification ;
i Oh! How doth chis befpeak Profeffors to value theit -

tfliction, Time of the Gofpel, that when they come
10 end Time here, may not thiroughthe abufe, fall
tinto the entrance of everlafting woe, as a reward
'hereafter. ; : ‘
. Objeit. 1, But fome may Obje&, if fo dreadful
; COnfeqnencc attend the lofs of Time; Doth not this
Xclude the grace of God, for it isnot of him that
Willeth, nor of him that ranneth, but of God that
fheweth mercy, :
& Anfw. Its truth, its of God to fhew mercy, and
i€ hath preferibed his time as well as bis way, ~ #7if~
‘.do’” cryeth withont, foe uttereth her voice in the chief
Place of concourfe, in the opening of the gates in the
s [aying, How long ye fimple ones,will ye love fim-
Wity and Scorners delight in Scarning, and fet at
s R nonght

-

time, even all time gyouth,health, ftrength, Time of Af+ ! b
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nonght all my connfel, and will wone of my yep,, p-f
: ((o‘%~ this abufe of Time ) When your de{}m{;“m:”o"’ﬁ ¥
eth s awhirle-wind, when diftre(s and anguifh be s ll:
gost 5 then though ye call, 1 will nor anfiver, Je foaly
. [eek me early, but. (hall not findme, for thes 7€ hateg
,kﬂowlcdge, and did not choofe the fear of the s,
Pro.1.21, &c. ' . : !
O4ject. 2. When may time be faid to'be redeemed » |
Anfwer , When duty and time goeth hang ind
hand together. God bath ordained mans Time g, Uﬂ
earth, for no other end, but that every fpace of il
fhould be filled up with the work of it God pugg
them together in two great refpedis, Firft, To give B
affitance, Secondly, To give acceptance, J
herein Iyeth mans chief Wifdom, ‘thac he know hig f,
y
/

Time, and while iclalteth, to makethe beft carnin e
of ic; for it is fwifter then an Eagle in the Heavens *
haftning on its way, never ata {tand ; and when at, |
can never be recalled again.  And becaufe no )
may plead vacancy of fpace in foge periods of pie ,@
Life, God hath provided imployment for every con. »,ﬁ
dition, whether young orold, bond or free, fick oy ]
in bealth, ftill Erersity waits upon us; and we grq ;‘ﬂ
daily going forward or backward in thofe accounts, ﬂ
and 'as one day is gone .over ourheads, we are fijfj f
a.day the neerer to itsborders. « The fick Man m, gﬂ
poflibly recover;  buc if once DEAD all h(.)pe. s
‘gone. Hence comes thofe dreadful Lamentatiops
. Woe is me! he is Dend, he is Dead. The whole
wotld cannot purchafe yefterday again. That Sodey,
and Gemerrha that 2.4 hoursago flourifhed, next day . f
lies in Afbes: RBelfbazzar the King , was by #ore 1
drinking Wine in Fxcefs, and praifing the G ods of Gotd 0
and §ilver, in the fame bour, 'alittle Time Makes 2 i
. great change, look again,and he (s Trembling.tbel singg |

: "f'._ﬂ
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of bis Loyns are loofed, and his kuees [mite one againft
;ﬂ”atbcrld KING yesterday, WORMS-ME AL this
gd‘Uo What therefore more precious then Time :
Oh the glorious and the woefull effects of Z'ime! In
fix daysa world is made by the hands of che Almigh.’

Y in fourty days its drown'd by the fame power,
,,HOW many inone night have been ftript of oll'? Lefs
i 'ﬂ.lcn three days laid Zondon in Afhes.  Alittle lierle
3,"’”" , rightly IMPROV E D centers ini ézernal

bleffednefs, while alike Time A B USED centersin
eternal burning , how precious therefore is Time, Buc
W8 Abraham faid, Son remember thow badft thy Time of
W 200d things, and Lazarus his Time of evil thingss now
he is Comforted, and now thow avt Tormented : How
doth this befpeak that Chriftian dying to Godlinefs,
that hath (o little fenfe of Times worth,that he is turned
Prodigal, '
B [ fhall leave this to confideration, as to theworth
¢(90f Time, and fhall enquire into the: Caufes of the

#abufe of Time, and conclude all with a few directions
how to redeem Time. Now the Caufes may he affign-
ed o thefe three. 1. Ignorance of times {wiftnels,
. Ignorance of Timesprecioufnefs. 3. Non-conii-
deration that the ufe or abufe of Time will certainly
terminate in Heaven or Hel,

Firlt, Ignorance of Times fwiftne(s. It hatha con-
mual motion, neither flaying nor {fanding ; its an
ifeful Proyerb, Time and Tide flayeth for none, Tine
s reprefented with Wingsin a flying pollure, becaule
13 Rill journeying ere we are aware Youth is come
d gone, alfo ofd age hath taken pofleffion, and
1 ime will quickly carry us to the brink of Eternity.

t well becomes Chriftians wherever they g0 to carry
eir hour-glafs, as it were with. them, and flill re-
émber how they have fpent the paft three quartees
R-3 alteady
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already gone ; for God will cereainly rake account of 1
our Time, and we cannot keep from ufing or abufin m,
it; Travellers count the Miles they' have yep o 08 h
before they can be at their Inn, and they coun; thei ‘%
* hours, ftill remembring, Night cometh whep none 1
can work ; and from hence quicken themfelyes % P
Diligence. The 5piri.: of God feems to intimate the f” f
improvement of our time from a double Obligatiop {’i J
1 Cor. 7.9, 31. Swift and fhort ; it paffech o J"J
fwiftly,, therefore improve 1t withall your might | i
Andicis fhort, carry that inyour eyealfos and there. g
fore whecher you weep or rejoyce, buy or felj, Pafs | y
she time of yonr [ojosrning here in fear. *
secondly, Ignorance of Times precioufnefs ; Thae h,»
may be a Caufe whyweare Prodigal of it. Timej, I
of more worth then a World 5 for on the we| e “at
proving it, depends our Eternal Welfare, and theq p;&

the World cannot binder. On the contrary, Time |
abufed will bring us into an Etcmql W_Oe, ffqm which | ‘ﬂj
the World cannot redgem us, Timeis prgc{ous Upon &W
a fousfold confideration, 1. Becaufe it is a very ﬁ
"k

{hort Time. 2. Becaufe we haye a great deal of wo
to do in thatfhorctime. 3. Beca'ufe we have Many, p
Enemies to overcome inghat fhort time. 4, Becaygy "
we can never recall the lofs of jt, Laftly, Becaf JIM
we fhall fhortly find Heaven or Hell depends upop j,. wif'
Oh Chriftians ! Is not time precious, being clothe dwﬁo
with fo many weighty Circum{tances. / wﬂ
Thirdly, Tgnorance that the ufe or abufe of Time %o
will certainly terminate in Heaven or Hell, While o
we are in this World weare Gods Stewards, an jeq ﬁlﬁc
requited of Stewards that they be found faithful;‘ and M”
thiit appeareth beftin the improvement of their time, i
which is a Talent, that muft not be hid ina Napkin s @5

Were this thought always before our eyes, ('asthet

Rope
P
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§:\0pe is abone the {wift meffengers Neck, which cells
him, except he poft on his way with utmoft fpeed, he
all pay hislifeat theend of his Journey, as the fruic
19f his negligence ) we thould tremble in the way, at
the remembrance of.the end ; did we fenfibly feel
that truth 2 Namely, HE L L will be theirend, that
fiiWhile they have Time, abufe Time, Ignorance here,
Makes fo many turn Bafy-bodies, Tattlers, Back:
Wii%sters, pyhifperers, goingabout from Hoxufe to Flonfe,
dieing away their precious Time,meddling with things
ey ought not s little confidering chat alltheir ways
nd goings are feenand recorded in the book of Gods
Yemembrance . and for which they muft certainly
Bive an account one day to him thatis ready to Judge
both guick and dead. Butl fhall clofeall with a few
#fidire@ions how to redeem time to Gods glory, and out
BAOWn true comfort, : :
Eirft, That you may redeem Time. Keep down
Wandring thoughtsafter Vanity, for they wiil be bu-
fie, and offering themfelves, and fervice at all times,
and being entertained, will carry you Captiveto the
. ifpending precious Time. Itsa fixed thoughtfet on
8God, Eenvexand Hell thatleads out the heare as wrell
cad, to be always bufie, or learning to make
¢ fReligion onr bufinefs ; thoughts of Vanity nonrifh-
ffieth Idlenefs; while thoughts of Etetnity delivereth
fitrom it,  God took up acomplaint againft /fracl on
a0 this acconne, Ter. 4. T4... How long foall thy vain
W toughes lodge within thee. Vain thoughts were not

g onely offered, 'but entertained; if in good earneft
# We would redeem our Time, we muft keep down wane

t dring thoughts. ‘
Secondly, That you may redeem Time. Keep
Wid Under immoderate cares for or about the things of this
i Life ; 4o fun of care for nothing, [aith the holy Scrip-
| R 4 : tire
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ture, thatis, lct not your head and heare, pe ovec: 1B
loaded with greateft care, for the fmalle(t matterst
Labour not ( molt ) for that meat that perifhes) S fo; d
that which endureth tocverlafting Life. A much e B
bred mind, hath colt many a Chriftian, man Teiss f
"to recover their ground again ; Its though common, M.
an abfolute evil to be over-bufie gbout rhe thin s of. }
this Life; always, raking and fcraping, aftep God
hath lent a competency of Food and Raiment, not l{f ft
to be content ; to give now moreroom and time, fo, ¥
mor& noble imployment, hath to experience, lefe 0
many to a woeful conclufion, T pray God this ¢, 3 K"y
rion may be blefled to my (elf, and a”,‘hatreadsit_ W’“
¢hat we may learn of God to know what oy frail "
Veflel will hold, to the delivering us ffom_that Wees /ﬁ‘d
ful fin of ftupidity, that I am much afraid 'is Upag 'ﬂ)|
many in our day, Lske 21. 34, 35. Methinks hq Ly
lance of mine eye now beholds many Profeflors, ¢y, |
God hath blefled wich a large portion of this Worlds W
pood ; fo bufie to add houle to houfe, and field o d’ {
tield ( asif Heaven were entailed uponiit, orthey ne.
ver o leave it ) thacthey cannot without burden fpa fy
now and then one hour for the foul. Tbeghumbly
leave to ask fuch this onequeltion; Whether or e 9(1
did you ever confider Agurs rule, Pro, 30, for ",
your imitation, he was afraid of Poverty, (and fo “1
1 belicve are you ) leaft it fhould tempr him ¢, 'f?‘ﬁ'"‘
put forch his hand to fieal ; bur he was as mucp | ¢
afraid of Plenty, (and fo I fear are not you ) [eafy #
he fhould be full and fay, who is the Lord, (i
query‘ hence, whether it is not as much Chrifti.
ans Duty and his Wifdom, to be afraid of Riches, g

as of Poverty. f

B G Bus
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¢ Buc Thirdly, That you may redeem Time.  Avoid
4 unneceflary meetings or vifitings, - and unprofitable
| difcourfe; how much precious Time bath been fpile
there, Woeful exeperience can beft fpeak. Gadding
L about withont pondering the pathof the Feet, hath .
ibeen an in-let to a Tribe of evils. To go without
Acall, is as great anevil, asto with-hold whenthere
disacall, Its the Glory of Chriftianity to doallby
weight and meafure. :
A Tool poureth out Foolifhnefs, while the heart
L of the wife doth ftudy to anfwer ; to be flow to
 fpeak, and that our fpeech be always gracious | is
$as truly aLaw of Chrilt, as not to Steal, Kill, or
! commit Adultery. We think not of this when we
" Meet without Call, and talk without Meafure ; that
Wil i5, Gad abroad (upon at moft Tithe of Mint and
4l Annis ) and negle@ at whom Juflice and Mercy =
" 1ts not onely our duty to fill up every fpace of our
Time with imployment , but withimployment mofk

Noble , thar our choice for the ufe of Time be
i fill the leffer to give wayto the

- But Fourthly, That you may redeem Time. Do

it not over indulge or pamper the body 4 fpate exceed-
L ings at meals , to add a Meal to them that have none =

W bot as our Vulgar call it, ata good time fealt your
i poor Neighbonts onely, buc do this in the ferions
8 or habit of doing; abate fomething daily, torelicve
1" fome poor. family daily. In like-manner, fpare time.
2 from your 'Bed to give the more to your knees.
Abridge an hour every night at leaft, from bodily

| fleep, to make you the more apt or ready for your
éternal reft.  Think how many hoursis fic under your

* citcumftances of labour, to give the body and fpirits
reft from bufinefs, and feverely require theécﬁ for

A ' eyoti-
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devotion. - Thus much for my Body, and thus mycl
for my Soul : this will make youearly withGod o £
hisday ; and at midnight to prevent the night-watches
with meditation on him. s .
Laftly, Redeem Time not onely for duties of g,
yotion, but alfoto bein the SPIRIT of thofe D,,'
sies, it is not fofficient to [pend Timein prayer or me.
ditation, if the Spirit of the work be abfent. Degg
Drink, when your Wine hath loft its Spirit, or Sgfe
his Savour, hath but a dead acceptance with us, ang
{efs with God. Thevery Duties commanded, weye
by God abhorred ; when the Spirit of thofe Dutjes
was wanting ; t0 be at P{ayqr, at Reading, at Hegy.
jug, at. Meditation, At Fafting, at the Lords-T'aps,
without being in the fame_Spmt_that the holy menop f
God was,when inthefe fervices will be as ufelefsaswas | l
theirs, If2. §8. 1,253 T hey fonght God dasly, and b
delighted ro know bis ways, asking fm.- the ordinances PM
of Fuftice, andtook, pleafure in approching te God, fay.
ing, whercfore have we fafted, andthos feelt not, ang
afflicted onr Sonl, and thow takeft. no knowledge 5 They ’W
took time for the Dutics, but redeemed not time for ﬂ
the fpiritual ends of thefe Duties, refted in the fervice, ’pu
for the fervice fake, and there propofed their reward,
not doingall for their Lords fake, inobedience to hinm, lyl
Oh therefore be entreated to redeem Time to frame ﬁ
your felves, aswell for the preparationto be in the Spi- ]
1it of the Duty, as to redeem Time for the Duty i
felf. 1leaveall to confideration, and pafsto the 34:5 ¥
Sign of dying to Godlinefs. : :




