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B " CHAPp, XXXIV.

Shewing the fad eftate of fuch as take more care for a”
great Trade, then a gosd Heart : Demonitrating
| thar right Religion will be as carefull tothe Dutses
of the firfk Table,as fecond 5 with four marks of an
ont-fide Profeffor, andthree Canfes why Houfe-Work.
% more minded then Heart-Work, with fome helps
how Chriftians may keep alive their firft lave-heat to=
wards Religion.

SIGN XXXIV.

Hen & watchfal care of agodly Life and
‘ Chriftian coner[ation, i more accidensal
| then babitual. : :
| When a Spirit of indifferency to the higheft con=
| cern in the World, namely, Religion oragodly Life
" and converfation, is our bufinefs by the bye, and not
| in the ferious or habit of it that isminded and purfued
4l at pleafore, as great Perfons do their Hawks and
# Hounds, take great painsnow and then, buc notasa
| daily trade and concern. This frame brings fuch un-
I der this Sign: For as it is evident in the growing
§ Chriftian, the more Communion he bath with God,
I the more he thirfisfor, the deeper he goes, the {weet-
[ cr hefeels it, and fidsit, dying daily to what he once
 lived mofily ; maintaining the favour and relifh of
Heaven with increafes, counting all affsirsand bufie
- nefs whatfoever fubfervientto this. But fuch as let go
- 'Athls hold, and feldom think of God or Religion,watch
* for a grear Trade more then agood Heare, ah rich
‘ : abit
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Habit more thena rich Converfation, fearand Joye:
to God and man, taught by the precept of man, “This
is adying ftate, and will without fpeedy recovery end

defolate, ~ The beft of Men, in the beft of their watch. iy
ful care for « God.like life, need daily-to pray for par. &l

don of the imperfections of their beft endeavoyys .
and that God would through Jefus the Advocate, overs
look what is fhort, and accept the fincerity of theip

heatt, the root of the matter being their beft fecon 4
This doubtlefs is the meaning of Davids prayer, £y, |
judge me according to the integrity of mine beave : his iy

Converfation was not withoutflips, but it was wigh,

out his hearr, Hereindo I exercife my felf ( or make

it my Trade) to have always a Confcience void of °

offence both towards God,, and towards all men, thae
is, both to the duties of the fir{t Table and fecond ,
for true Religion will be as watchful to give God b
due withthe in-fide, as Man his due with the out.fide.
It were well if all Profeffors could thus approve thejy
hearts, that bleating of Sheep, and lowing of Oxen
would not be fo muchheard asitis; butthereare 5
Generation that are more thew then fubftance . ang
it is too too much to be feared when weighed in the
ballanice will be found wanting; fuch may be known
by thefe few marks.

Firft, They make the greatelt fhew and noife op
days of folemneft Devotion, banging down the Head
deje@ing the countenance, like Ifrael of old, pro.
mife great things at fuch atime; Go thonnear, any

bear all that the Lovd onr God[hall fay, and (ptak thoy |

snto 38 all that the Lord owr God fhall fpeak unto the,
and we will bear it avd do it. - Here is a flourifhin
out-fide, but its far from the heart, as evidently ap-
pears by what return God that knows the Heare
‘makes, faying, 7 have heard their words,they bave wep

: _ Sroken

»
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fpoken all that they have [aid, Ob that there were fuck
an beart in them, to fear me and keep my Command-

8 77¢nts always, 1 fear Ifhall find fo lictle of cheir hearg
§ 10 whac they have promifed, thatat the next trial of

fearcity for Bread or Water, they will murmur,
Secondly, Such talk moft of Religion, when itis

i lealt coftly, or moft in fathion, Yes, and ina&s of

Publick Charity, outdo their equals in eftate, even

Bl the fincere, one meafuring applaufe of Men, his rule

10 give by, the other making Judgment, his rule to’
give by, None cried Hefanna to day, more loud then

| they, that cried away with him, Cracifie bim to mor-
Tow. Now atruly growing Chriftian is as well re-
i Joyced with Chrilt ina Prifon as in a Palace.

Thirdly, Such whenthey have lictle elfe to do, will
be moft publick to the neighbourhood in Family du-
ties of Devotion: fearce allow one hour all the Week
from their labour, for any fervice, bur Bed and Board:
yet now fo zealous, as paflethfor Godin the form ;

| 1t may be big with acknowledgment of their Plenty,
{ and what good they will do with it ; but the next real
| Neighbour ( where Intereftis not in the bottom )Ehat
| Comes to try themafew days, for lefschen the tithe
| Of what lieth fecure in their Chrilt : Yet, itlies fo
d Dear their hearr, that an excufe of near affinitytoa
* down right Lie, fhall block upthe way; and becanfe

Confcience fhall fay little, it fhall be {mothered with

4 °ne excufe or other, like thefe, Charity begins at
4 "ome, | know not how foon I may want it my felf ¢c.

Laftly, Such whofe.care is more accidental then

, hablmal, may be known by this mark alfo, theycan

Well difpenfe with a conniviance what Religion they

| Are of, when it will probably tend to the leffening

their, trade or reputation among men , NOt mattering

Of minding the lofs, may hence accrue to Religion ;

whilg
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while fome cried, Lord lift thouup the light of ¢
Conntenance uponus ; others cry, whowill thew y,
any good. -Thefe are fuch under thefe marks, g
meafuring themfelves by themfelves; fay they ape
fpiritnally rich, and kave need of nothing, while they
are wretched, miferable, blind andnaked.  Bot I fhy] A
pafs to fome Caufes of this Decay, bricfly what may, |
be affigned as anoccafion for thisdefed.” 1. Senfy, fh
ality or living by fenfe. 2. Aecounting Religion
halves, or thinking the form without* powep,
fufficient. 3. Low apprehenfions of an hereaftey
ftate. Senfuality ot living by fenfe, Taich and fenfe gy °
dire@ oppofites: where the one dwells, the other |
cannot dwell; one will have dominion, and fenfe
fpenks londelt here, and thinks all well while Trade
profpers s Sosl take thine eafe. My reftisin prefen,
injoyments , I find and feel fweetnefls chere, more
then in all hereaficr promifes. Prefent pofleffiong
‘pierce the fenfes more, then all thac can be faid of #
Heavenit felf. ‘ Y/
Erom hence men have no more obligation tobeg ¥
Religious,then what ferves Intereft and fuics with opj.
_ pion : for take bur away Faith io a happinefs to come .
and you have no more hold to make yonGod-like,
then adrowning man chat hath catched a Keed, a5
the next fhift to kesp him from finking, -

Secondly, Accounting Religion by halves, or think~ 4

ing the form withouc power fufficient. This hath
and doth carry many Souls Captive, and placeth them
upon a groundlefs corfidence,* taking part: for the
whole, a large profeffion without pofleffion, crying

louder, the Temple of the Lord, the 1emple of the i

Zovd. Then he who indeed can mof: fo approve him- i

felf unto God. It is Satans device to keep any back '

from the form of Religion; for the form oughtro &
be, §
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i be, and is honourable in its places alfo his malice ro
. caufe any reft onely herein the form, both muft g0
together fhell and kernel; empty baggs will not pur-
hafe Lands,  Zordwe have eat at thy Table, andthou
L baft tanght in ouy [Prects, andinthy name We have done:
many Ywonderful works. Depart ( f(aith Chrift ) for
W, all this you are workers of iniquity. You are great
| fayers, buc little doers.  Behold the days come [aith the
& Lord, thas TWill pusifs all them that are circumcifed
L With the uncircumcifed, Edom, Moab, and Ammon,
for all thefe are uncircumeifedin flefs, andthe houfe of
" Urael are uncivcumeifedin beart, Jer.g. 25,26, From
i bence its moft clear, that Form and Power muft go

i together . and woe be to one whenalone.
\ Buc Thirdly, Another caufe why a godly Life and
9 Chriftian converfation is more accidental chen habi-
l‘ tual-may be this, Low apprehenfions of an hereafter
¥ ftate. When thofe two great truths Heaven and
t;y Hell are not believed to be in their verity, nor {oap-
§ prehended, where remotely befieved, asthe greateft
5 ' of glory or good, and the greareft of woe or bad.
w It hath like effe@s upon fuch fubjeds asthe Angels
fill meffage had upon Lots fonsin Law, they preach, up

ﬂd get you hence, for the Lord will deftroy this place.
gﬂ ' But alf feemed to them like Idle Tales, they believed
Al not the meflage, till they felt theflames; and now
ﬂ, . 1t is too late, the Sermonisended, and the feafonis
f% over, Nothing keeps a Chriftian in his firft heat like
ﬁ,(l the maintaining large apprehenfions of hereafterGloryy
. 1% For you had compaffion of mein my bonds, andtoakjo'{_-
it Tully the (poiling of your goods ; ( Whence came this
| great change ) Know in your [elves that you bave z‘;a1
;{ Heaven, a better and an ednring [nbffance. Heb. 1034
‘ 5’ I thall leave this to confideration, and fo pafs to the
W 3§¢h, Sign of dying to Godlinefs, r
ﬁf CHAP.
‘,
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CHAP. XXXV. A

" Setting forth the different endsof lfzéa:gr for Temporys
and true bread, that 15, to be inonreye, ang thae)
our calling 3 ot to take us off onr high cally, I
with three Canfes why Care for necef[arics, Preva )

beyond care for mece[fities.

SIGN XXXV. : ;

[ 7 Hen care for your body is ufually mof
,Wplea[am, and care for your foul u/,m”] 4
moft irkfome. fiasore E' (!

The light of the underftanding is now certainly i
grown very dim, when chief careruns in the wrop; y
Channel, ~ As theSoul- concern is much more of trya
value then the body, fo it calleth for much more of g
our fervice: But it may be very meet, firlt, toex. !
plain thefe two terms in the Sign, Souland Body ; by
Sou! here I would be underftood, whole man conﬁ.\.w
dered in his Refprrection flate, and by Body, whole | Mf‘
man in his prefent flate. No man except he be g e
Bruit, but believeth that he fhall be as compleat man H}v
in Body, Soul, and Spirit hereafter ( though firft 'M

- worms may eat his flefh ) as heis at his beft fate | fo |
here now for prefent,

But further, By Soul and Body I would alfo be un.
derftood; Man confidered as one that knows he fhall
live butafew years at moft here, and after thislife i
ended, live in fpiritual joy or Torment hereafeer,
This premifed, here are two partsto be provided for,
and thet as matter of Duty, onisa temporal pare,

the




s Signs of 4 Dying or decaying Chriftian, 255
g the other is an erernal part. Food and Raiment we
J °We as adew Debt, which both God and Nature re-
Quires us o pay ; and to thag end it is as lawful to take
pare byinduﬁry,- to earn wages for therelier of Na-
ures neceffiries, as it is to avoid Poifon, forfearit”
ould annihiface the whole man. Henceitiscalled
10Scripture, a Labour, -and the bandof the diligent is
Waid 1, make vich, and Idlenefs to cloth With Rags.

re fome among you ave Idle, not working at all; Now
Ymthat ave (uch, we commandandexhort by onr Lord

of s Chrift, that with quietnefs they work and eat their

%2 Bread. 1 Thef. o Andhe that provi-
. v 3 1:1'y 12, : 4
K%eth not for bis own, namely, thew of bis Famsily b.XI/;

ielenied 1he Faith . and i Worfe then an Tnfidel.

Wﬂ"s: it muft needs zc‘fgrantedforbids Slothfulnefs and
Wakes him Brother 104 great waffer. So that Chrift

A Jefus when he faich in ?{bn 6. 27. Labonr not forthat

€at that perifbeth, but for that meat which cndurctlf

80 cverlafting life, doth not prohibit labour for. pes
+'thing Meat” ( no more then his faying, he was not

illent bue oo che loft fheep of the houfe of Jfrael, in-

itends nor any benefic; at any time co the Genriles )

giy’'¢ corrects that grand extream, it otir toylingto
Aifarly o rifing, and late going to bed, and eating the
v tead of carefulnefs from a wrong Principle; and by

Wrong end: that is, not fo labouringin the ples-
fUre of indufiry, becaufe Cod commandsit, ( which
$ the right Foondation of all A&ion ) But becaufe of
~ ¢ fweet profic chut follows this labour in conjunction,
[g’;".th a covetous defire to be grear, rather then good,
v#f;‘“able to thar Spinicin Chrifts time,; Perily I [ay un-

A
B

=

:

b’ 1%, ye feek me nar, becanft fe faw the miracles,
‘Mut becasfe ye did eat of the liaves, andwere filled,

it

M his alfo appears, may be toa wrong end, fot donbr.
f" S lefs;
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- lefs, Gods end is, that men labour that they mainz &
- rain_good works for neceflary ufes; it being more fop y
Godshonour to give, thento receive, Now tolabour !
for perifhing meat, for meats fake onely is below the ¢
- principle of a Heaven-born man, who doth ajj }, ’
Rule, and for the fake of the Ruler, But again, as |

labour is commanded and laudable for perifhing things,

/

in its place, the wifdom of a Chriftian; and indeeq
his Intercftliesinthis, to forthis labour to his wor .
God hath given man here, a Callingor Trade, and ‘}ﬂ
a high Calling or more noble Trade. The firftistg / ‘
work with fuitable diligence for neceffaries or thingg ;ﬂ
that we cannot well want, asto our well being the‘.ﬂ"
fecond is, to work for nt:cdﬁtlcsor things that myg rgil
be, without which our beingis takenaway ; we may #,cl
five fora little without common bread,‘ and we cqp, V;-!
but die to the Grave for want of the frm_t of the ﬁtld, ﬂ
but for want of true Bread, We fball perifb or be ] !
“wmented in Hell to all Eternitys SO that our bleffedy
Lord, rebukes that extream in his wordsto A7), a, fﬂ"
who doubtlefs did well in her place, had'fhc ftood g
there ; for fhe was making ready Chn:xﬂs Dinner, butw
layeth out her felf morethen the fervice of right conlq W‘
call for, which occafions thefe words of Chrift, 2441
' tha, Martha thonart careful and tronbled aboss ma.}M
wy things, but one thing s ncedfu/. She was overs T"’.‘
cumbre‘d, or took too much pains, too much of he W
‘Spirit and Meditation bended chac way , fhe left “mCW
or no room for becter thoughts, butwas given up 3
it were to mind this, while a matter fo weighty, calldg
for the whole of our firength and might  ZThox 47/
ferve the Lord thy God With allthy beart, and with qg (
thy fonl,  and with all thy might, o
Now this excream, reduceth Chriftians to this dy', %
ing frame, And from hence, carefor their bodies i

mof ‘

i
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MOt pleafant, and care for their fouls moft painful,

i that js, days in one, is lefs irkfom chen hours in the
| Other, By 1 hall fpeak more of this in the Caufe
V ;nd Cure, Which may be reduced to thefe three
{l ®ads. 1. Ignorance what a frail body in its beft’
gi Clate we'chus labourfor. 2. Wanrof underfland-
# | 08 of what a real worth a fouls weal is hereafter,
j& 3. Want of underftanding of the irrepairable woe of
'&( R So}llslofs hereafter. :
#  Firlt, Ignorance what afrail body inits beft eftate
o i We thus labour for, If the husband.man was fure
M‘ that after all his toyl of Plowing, Harrowing, Tillage,
;5  and COﬂ, an Enemy {hould Reap, it would certamly
§ €00l hiscourage, and take off that edge that whets ort
Eﬁ/ IS Spirit, in good hopes to enjoy a defirable Crop.
;“ Hoy eafily may this propofition be reduced into pra-
W I& ice? How many careful Soxl-Robbers, while world-
{' Y induftrious Fathers, toylearly and late, to fec chat
,’jﬁ’fon on horfe-back, who rides but the fafter, to enrich
#1204 puff up with Pride the young, up ftart Tavern
0 And Ale_houfe owner ? How many greedy Husbands,

1 tha grudged themfelves reft in the nighr, crying,
M hen will i be day, thasthey may add haufe to boufe,
'iw"’”d land to land;, and whena fair pofleflion is thus
i faked ogether, then comes Deathand arrefts them,
fa admics a ftranger to enioy whu't the: thus Sweat
. ;‘d Toyled for; the like may befaid of the mifera~
wd’ e fcraping Mother, ‘that robbeth her Servants back
e : bowels with pinching Hunger, all which in juft
gt poment toher, is but laid up fora firanger, - Thefé

ances the wife preacher comments upon Eccl. 4. 8.
\ ei:;e # one alone, and there is not & fecond, yed be batl
g Clafld nor Brother, jet is there no end of all héz
a.”;”‘, neither is hiseye fatisfied with Riches, neither
3 for whom be doth labour and bereave bis Sonl of
S Good.
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Good.  This 1s alfo Vanity, yea ¢ tsa fore Traves?
and for remedy, the fame Preacher dothapply this.
faying, There i nothing betser for man, then tha be

fhanld Eat and Drink, and make bis Sonl enjoy goog
23w bis labonr y this alfo 1 faw that it was from the band |

of God _
Secondly, Want of underftanding what a real woreh

» Souls weal is hercafter. Whoif he knew what he

did, would lofe the bleffed company of Almighny
God, the Lord Jefus Chrift, _thc holy Spirit, ~the
ele@ Angels, and glorified Saints for everand ever
And this exchange to be made for fo corruptible
thing as Gold and Silver, which Cod doth not forbig

in its ufe, but abule; while we keep it under g5,

Servant, and pot ler it raign as a King, itis allow_

abley But to do good aud to communicate.  Forge
not for!hMtk [nch Sacrifices God #s well pleafeq

And for this very end is fubftance lent us, not g |

fpend upon our Lufts; would we thercfore be re.
covered from this Decay, where it is begun, op
prevent it where like to come: We muft then Ja.
bour with all our might for an enlightened under~
flanding in the precious worth of a faved Souf .
this was the pitch unto which che holy Apoftle in
his primitive love for the Ephefian Church Chap.

16. 18. reached after, wherefore , I ceafe not ¢4 |

give thanks for 3o, making mention of yon in ry
prayers, that the ees of your wnderfranding being

enlightened , that ye ma) know what zsthe bope of hys

calling, and what the viches of the glory of bis inbers.

tance among the Saints. Oh! Could we Lnt con.
ceive what a gain it is , for outSouls to dwell with *
God for ever, we would omit no care and diligence tg

make our calling and election fure,

Thirdly,
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Thirdly, Want of underftanding of the itrepair=
i 3ble woe of a Souls lofs hereafcer, that lofeth God,
) and getrech Damnation.  Tell me Chriftian, whoin
ﬁg 15 right wits, would 7éfe early, and fit 2p lare, and
ﬂz toyl all the year, like the Egyptian Brick:-makers ;
i for the reward of a rorturing Death, orto be Sawn
JJ under, or R ofted on 4 Grid-Irow ? How muchworfe
b
|

BHELLj ThelofiofasOUL cannot be valued,
N0 price can be fer againft ic, nothing but the b/ood
of God could redeem it; and therefore faich our
l Lord, jphar Poall it profit @ man to gain the whole
ﬁ‘" World , - and lufe his oWr Soul, or what foall a

| Wan_ give in exchange for bis Sonl. The Wifdom
”531 of God could find no price to purchafe a Soulout
4 of Hell in chis World, therefore is the lofs irre-
Wil Plirable ; and yet for this woeful ftate do many
ﬂ Labour, and Weary themfelves to commit Iniquiry
ln"- dating God to damn them , as if their Judgment
X flept, or pammarion flsmbered.  Now the good
¢ Lord blef; thefe three Cautions to every confiderate
fi Readﬁl‘; and fo I pafs to the 36¢4, Sign of dying
0” o Godlinefs,

i

I
/
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CHAP. XXXVL !

Proving [olemn and fot times of Meditation, one effey. l!p!

" tial Yo the being of Chriftiamty s Joewing of whay .’f
efficafie to onr beginming perfevering, and ending | i
in Godline(s Meditation s, With Direttions on what, f ll
Four Objefts we are to place onr. i editation s alf, i
Jhewing three bleffed advantages it brings; with 4 }é Pb[
defcription what vight Meditation is, and divectigy

abont fittefp time and place for this excellent Soyl.

enriching wor k- ) ; N;

v : 1’
ST GN. XXXVL , :‘nﬁ‘

yﬂ
Hen you are much a Stvanger 10 the prag;. ;Bthi'
cal part of Medsiation on the word and wor s
of God, 4
ffi{)w effential Meditation is, not onely to a Chrific &i’{
ans well being, but to his very being, may appear §&
" .upon deep enquiry ; it beingone of the great leflons i
God gives in charge 1o his redeemed, expeing they %
ever continue in the pradice of fo grfﬂtableﬂing .
infomach  that no finner can be faid to begin well| !
orrightly break off his fins by Repentance nnder God
but by the means of Medication, = Tilla fout-hearted
Rebel begins to ftand flill, and tothink, whatam[ 4 ﬂ
doing ? Whither am ! a going 2 What will be the end
of this my finful Trade? Thereisnohopes of Refor- '{&9
mation, therefore faith God of Fefurnm, They are 5 i
Nation voidof Councel, neither 1s theve any nnder[Fand . ?",
ing inthem; obrhat they were wife , that they ynder. |
[ood this, that they would confider their latter end,
: that =
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ttr;]“ is, that they would but ponder or meditate on
| the dreadful effe@s thac will follow this their way and
oings. Inthe 5o Pfalm, youhavéanotable paflage
“d‘!cd, as the effencizalleft remedy to a doleful com=
Pla.lnc. verfe 19, 20, 21, 7 hou giveft thy month to.
| cvil, thy Tongme frameth deceit, thon fitseff and [peak=
8 ¢t againft thy Brother, and ﬂ;md’re’ﬂ thine own Mo~
thers Son, Thefe things haft thow done, and Ikept fi=
 lent, thou thonghteft 1 was altogesher [wch an one &5
b thy [elf. So that hereicisclear, they had finned un-
| der fuch Aggravations as bad turned tuem inro per-
' fe@ Atheifme, they thought God like themfelves.
f Well, here is the difeafe, and it is next to Mortal,
' What is the remedy God 1n mercy prefcribes ? verfe

8 22, Now confider this, )¢ that forget God, left I'tear

L Yon in picces There is but one medinm betweenyou
* and utter defolation, and chat is, ftand fill, and be-
i think your felves, before my fury break forth like
{ fire that none can quench.

Dseft. Burwhyis Meditation fo powerfulan advan<
tage so the reforming a Rebelto God.

Axfw. Becaufe rone but fuch as are ftark Mad,
out of their Wits, will runinto a Caldron of Boyling
031, which will certainly deftroy them inan [nitant.
Thus do they and much worfe, that runin a way of
fin, and to Meditate or confider whither they are run-
ning, is the effeGualleft way for Remedy; and
indeed that without which remedy can never come.

But Secondly , As it is impoffible to begin well,
except this rule of Meditation be fabmitced unco.  In
like manner, itisimpoffible to continue inwell doing,
without continuing in this Ducy of Meditation, not
now and then by fits and girds, butallthe day long.
Fob. 1. 8. This bookof the Law, [ball not depart ont
of thy month, bus then (balt meditate thercin day and

S 4 wighe,
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night, ( mark thar ) and why day and night ( mark
that alo ) that thow maift obferve todo according to 4y
that is written thevein s and then fall all thy Sway b
Pro,&rﬁfrgm, and ;bm fbﬂlﬁ hawgnodfn;c;ﬁ, ;
Iefs chen chisis not caught hence, That Meditation
‘day and night on the word and works of God, js the
onely ‘means to keep up in its vigour and burning,
beams , the glorious and c.ieﬁrable apprehentions of
God, and longings with increafes after God. g4
Duty carries with it fo much of true Dignity, thae
nothing but Ignorance keeps Ch"lﬁlm§ from bein
ravithed with defire afeer it. What brings the heare
to (od, but Meditation ? What makes (in continye
to appear finful, but Mc‘dm.non? Wha: keeps up af.
fe&ion to God, but Meditation 2 W hat makes grace
and glory continue t0 appear amiable, but Meditation
Whar makes Gofpel-ordinances the way to Glory
appear eafie and light, though to the fleth otherwife
hurdenfom, but Meditation 2 In a word, its effentja|
to our ending well, without which we can never per..
fovere with that true courage, and conftant ferenity,
When Dawid comes to defcribe the true bleffed man,
Be rells us, its one that in Gods Law doth meditate
day and nighc: this makes him like a Tree, planted
by the River fide, which bringeth forth hiskruit in hig
feafon, whof: Leaf dothnot fade, and whatfoever he
doth fhall profpec.  To bea ftranger here, then, mup
nesds render us ina dying frame. By thistime{ ¢rof
vou are convinced of the neceffity of continual Medj-
tation from the cpnﬁderation of theadvantage or lofs
by doingor omitting. : it
7 It may be asked now fecing Meditation muft be con-
{lant day and night, on what Objects muft this pe-
ditation be placed 2

|
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l””fw. Fitlt, On Cod, Let your Meditation be
1 Placed on God, asthe Fountain of your all, eye Lim
y 0 chis Duty, as the Founder of that vaft fabrick of

€aven, Earth, the Seas, andall thatliveth in them.

i Meditation be placed, remembring from what glory
” he came for your fakes, what curfe be took upon him
W for your fakes . and what he is now performirg by
§ W2y of Mediator(hip for your fakes.

@y Thirdly, On your Duties and Frailties meditate.
M& Pfal. 119 15.9q, 1will meditateon thy precepss, thy
0&,‘, Tefimonses are m} Meditations. Lord ! phbat s A an,
! ‘J that thou art mindful of bim, or the Son .c{' Man,
”’ that thon vifitef} him s Verily, every Man in hus beft

’ﬁ"ﬂm, 7 altogetber vanit). Lord make me to know
V my end, and the meafnre of mydays, whariris, that

G{ L may know how frail 1am. ,
@4  Fourthly, Medirate on the ordinances you pradtice,
,M ot have fubje@ed unto, Let no command pafs you
gty Withour aferious fight, by apondering Meditation
Zﬁ 10to the fpiritual Aunchor, Life, and End of that com-
Y Mandment, We loofe the Spirit or Marrow of many
'A{w aduty and priviledge, for want of a narrow enquiry
! n“ Into the meaning ofthat duty; it waseafie for jfracl
¢y to perform the fervices yearly, fome hundreds of years
M’ after the Inftirution, and never the better if they did
,qu omit enquiring into the ufe and end of thofe fervices,
ﬂrp}, by Way of Meditation,
| 0 not to any folemn duty, as prayer, hearing

0 )

l M the wo‘rd Preached, reading the holy Scriptures, the |

LA L?”ds'-S“PPer, Fafling, or any other folemn part of |

fﬂ Gods worfhip , without folemn meditation whither |
|

g YC :
if.f will blefs you with the inflituted end of thofe appoints
'v1

fents youare in the pradice of,  Butit may be quefli-

i _ : el

A Secondly, On the Lord Jefus Chrift, Let your -
' Medita

you are going and why ; and fo doing, then God !
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ed again, what is meant by pradical Meditation .and
when that muft be performed. : ’
Anfw. By praical meditation is meant a teducin
univerfals into particalars ; for what is alwaysa dutg |
in the general, mult to keep it alive in the {pirit of iy 3
be reduced into particulars; elfe a conftant form, may
Jofe the power ; itis therefore doubtlefs, effential :z
the well being of every Chriftian, that according o
the circamf{tances of bxs condition inthe World, " he
{er certain time, or times apart, fuch a day, fuch 4
part of chat day on purpofe afide, fromall wordlys &
or religiots bufinefs elfe, onely to this ferious pra&;.
cal work of Meditation on fome one, or fuch like
paft particulars premifed already.  The nexe queflion
may be.
z%eﬂ. 4. But why muft we thus meditate, astq I
objed, fubjed, and Time. i
Axfw. Firlt, Becaufe it will make it become habity-
aly pleafant & delightful.Secondly,Becaufe itwill makeq
it become perpcwal!y profitable.  Thirdly, Becaufe !
at all times, and in all conditions, doing evety work 1
in a dew deliberate weight of Meditation , brings
Heaven to usinthe earnelt of it, before it carry usto [
Heaven in the full poffeffion of it. A fifth queftion /i
may be this, i
Queft. §. But what is this Meditation, that is fo ¥
highly “extolled fo univerfally effential and profitable 2 £
And how muft we fetaboutit, and when may we be
{aid to bein the pradtical part of it? {
A, Tt isnot the barethinking on truths,and rowling §
them in the underftanding, and memoryby way of pr 1
20d cow, witha common acceptance, froma common ff
apprehenfion of truths neceffary ufefulnefs; becaufe
thus may petfons imploy their cogitations without any i
rooted It
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rootd advantage ; and thus far and farther, undoub.
edly went the thorny ground hearers, for, they heard
Gods word, and anon With joy received st, which conld
not be withone fome over-a&s of Meditation. Buc
| they did not fo Chew uponit, asto turn all the facul-*
ties of Soul, into the Image or likenefs of ir.  There-
8 fore as itis not this, fo by way of Affirmation; Me-
il ditation rightly confidered, It is to bring eflential
- truths about certain Salvation, or certain Damnation

| 10to praice,

For if the truth of thefe, in their molt compre~
) benfive fenfe poffibly attainable into Credence, be
Jif ot premifed as aforerunner Lo prepare way for this
a bleffed gueft Meditation. It will have but like accep-
i tance asa King, in the habitand Equipage of a Com-
f-*‘“‘ mon Man becanfe though really a King of great
i cllate and dignity 5 yet being not fo underitood by us,
ol meets not with that reception from us ; fo Medirati-

)

M 3", whenright, itis acarrying truths from the Head,

own to the Heart ; and calling into amolt folemn
(( Councel, all the Powers of the'Soul, retired into the
ﬂhj Cabinet of Confideration from every other debate
§ ©r bufinefs whatfocver, and a continuance tillgtturns
'M (like the Churming of Milk ) all its truth into thy
Blood and Spirits, and from chence into fife and pra~

- Qice; Jultasthe contemplationof the wicked, upon
Wicked ‘obje&s, makes them butn with Luft in their
inward man, tilla vent into a&ion, it hath paflage
they think of, or meditate on wicked objettsin the
) Night and when the Morning awakes chey ad it.
- Pfal, 34, 1fhall explain this right Medication, what
Itis, by this experienced (imilitude ; A Cerrain Man
hath an Arm or Leg fallen intoaflight burt, which
€ing unconcerned about, it feftereth, and fo breaks

. his rep night and day, thatits now high time to ?all
or

’
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for advice, which upon view of the premifes, tells
him, this Member muft be cut off, or hus Life muf:

ay for it; this forely amufeth the' Man: on ope
hand he feeleth Anguifh and Fears, the Iffue on the
‘other hand, he dreads the extremity and lofs of Sayy.
ing off a Member ; upon the whole, he enters intg
{uch a deliberate confideration or mediration, asyoq

may well imagin

inward parts; and from fenfe of pain on one hang
»

and danger on the other hand; his vital heat is {o
augmented, that upon the whole, arefolution is taken
to fubmit himfelf to the parting with that Member_
neer and dear, 10 value, beyonda Kingdom, rathep
then hazar _

Heaven in its magnifieent Good, or portion of Hel|
among the pamuoed, in its intollerable Bad, callsay
the powers of the Soul to pratical Meditation ; ang
¢his is chat that youmay call R I GHT MEDITa.
T30 N. Sothatit is not abare thinking, ormeer
imployment of the Brain, orimprovement of the me.
mory , from the apprehenfion of Truth, as Truth
barely, but as effentially good, and the one thing
‘needfnl, without which, the perfon muft perifh, thar

ives not true acceptance or entertainment to thig

powerful Duty in the underftanding, :

Queft. But it may now be asked, what may be the
fittelt time and place for the performance of this grear
Duty of Meditation ?

Anfw. Tts certainly needful that Chriftians pitch
their fet time, fo the work be done, and a time be
allotted for the work; God in mercy to the various
conditions of Chriftians, hath not limited it to juft
this or that day, or hour. Butfrom hence lets beware
of omiffion, the time being at our choice, doth nor
allow a prohibition of the Lutys but rather calls for

a

¢, takes in the whole councel of " hig'

d Life ; this is the truelt motive.  Gainof
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i 3 more generous refignation to the Duty, if a man

ath done you a figeal kindnefs , his leaving thank.
ful acknowledgment to your choice, as totime and
meafure is no Argument to damp your Spirits, bug
rather animate them to the more noble retnrn,  And
now having refolved upon the fet times, and thac no-
thing common fhall alter you. The nexs work is to
fay '(;omcrhing about the fitceft place for chis Service ;
. Bue firft give me leave to advife you in Humility, to
be frequentin this work ; do noclet your times be of
long diftance, left that occafion ftrangenefs, ar a
freczing of the Affe@ions, and make thee alfo lefs
apt or skilful in it, which in time, may end in cooling
thy Spirits to that degree of barrennefs, that ac
fength its wholly become a burden without delight,
and fo what once wasa Soul-raifing Dty after God
and Heaven, is by this means become a Soul-lothing
Service, :

Now as to the fittelt place for this Duty, the exam-
Ple of Chrift Jefus, is certainly our beft rulein this
matter, who was wont often to be retired into fome
Garden, Mount or other folitary place. Mark 1.35.
to be retired from fight and noife, and converfe with
all company, is doubtlefs fitceft placc to meet God ;
therefore it is faid of Ifack, he went forthas he was
wont at the evening Tide. Oh! therich advantage
' and Banquer that this prepares for vs in its folemn and
frequent ufe. None knows it bat fuch as have felt it
Dy experience; and all fuch will with me conclude,
*ﬁ# heis deeply a dying to Godlinefs, that is a ftranger
g to this pra&ical part of Meditation on the word
M and works of God. I fhall pafs this: Confider whae
,ﬂ Ihaw; faid, and the Lord give youunderftandiogin
4 allthings, * e,

f | CHAP,
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PR

CHAP, XXXVII.

. Shewing that in the true belief of the truth of Heaven Yy
and Hell, vefts the Authority of Religion, andwhap WYy
Tortuving Deaths many have chearfully chofen foe
the fake of Heaven s with three Canfes why fome de.

cay in this [piritual frame.
SIGN. XXXVIL

Hen Commmnicstion about HeaUens Foy |

and Hells Terrour, bathlefs 1 afting impref-
Gon in Dutiesof Obedienceto God and Man, they

an olds Wives Fable, i
in the true belief of thefe two greattruths, refis

the Authority of Religion ; take the fenfe of them
away, and youtakeaway the hedge of Government, &
and Bounds of Chriftianity , I would not be Religi-  §i¢
ous, and deny myfelf of thefe pleafing and profitable fi
Objeds, faith many, were it not thac [ believe there !
is @ Heaven of oy Eternal, and a Hell of Terrouy
Eternal 1o come: What elle indeed is Religion,
Man 15 bovs to Trouble, his Life but 4 Span? What

can carry him above this, but converfing with the
Joys to come. A Barren apprehenfion of this, leads V '
to the height of Athei(m, and turns us Broitith. Here
after good; is fo defirableinics felf , that ic hath carri-

ed many beyond themfelves, to thefe paffages of obe-
dience in doing and foffering, thatare nexc to a mira-

cle; infomuch, that to admiration, perfons have gi-

ven themfelves over as a free choice to thofe T orturing
Deaths, which nothing but the belief of a God, and

1
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the Truth of an hereafter enjoyment with him, could
Mave lead them too ; brabam was cartied Captive
Upon this very pillar. Heb. 11. 9,10. By the belief
4 Of this great Truth of hereafter glory; he fojourned
¥ the Land of a promife, as i aStrangeCountrey, .
’*'_‘dif’clling in Tabernacles, with Ifaac and Jacob, Heirs
“With him of the fame promifes. NOW, whence was
| this, that fie fhould be a Stranger t0 hisown, ina
| Land of Liberty; the fame Spirit that reports it, gives
“or our Learning, the reafon of it namely, Becanfe
 he looked for aCity, which hath Fonndations, whofe
buiilder and maker 14 God. Mofes while a Child, was
 invefted wich Royal priviledgss, and chofen the adopt-
| ed Sonof the Kings onely Daughter, wanting nothing
| that a princes Conre could beftow ; and if we may be-
! lieve Hiftory, was not like to be long without the
- Crown, havin the chief affection of theapparent Alr,
| yet no fooner comes he to underftandiog of that pre-
' fent{princely Glory, in competition with what was to
i come hereafter, and finding one could not ftand under
. thefe circumftances with the other; whacupon this
' doth he do? werfe 24, 255 20 of the Chapter be-
. forecited; By faith Mofes When he Was come to. years,
- refufed to becalled the Son of pharaohs Danghter. A
very great piece of felt-denial ; what! Refufetobe
a Prifices Son? But that is not all, for he inthis lofs,
- refls nota Negative Sufferer, Bat choofeth rather to
endure Affliction with the People of Ged, then toen) y
the pleafuresof fin for afeafon. Well! He Jeaves the
. Court, and now betakes himfelf to the Society of a
. contemptible company of poor Ifraclites, ¢hat ferved
Pharaohs Task-mafters, and were ufed with Rigour,
groaning under their Burdens and Bondage {o much,
and relief to vifibility fo far off, that God onely muft
bring Plagues and Miracles upon the Land of Egype,
: Q

<
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or no dcliverance canbe feenany way to come a¢ this
jun&ure of affairs, and under thefe circumftances
be eficemeth the reproach for Chrift, preater Richesh, :
Egypts Treafwres and the Argument of all this, lieg
" in thefe words, For he /.md refpett to the recompence o
Reward, about which, if he had not had confiderabje
communings , he could never underftandingly hyye
made - himfelf fo defpicable wich chat affeionare
choice ; as great 3 Teftimony of the prevelency op
this greac Argumentor hereafter joy ; we have a|g,
in the z5¢h, verfe, of fome that were Tortured, y,,
qccepting Aelsveranct. TO“_“de,_ Imagine they Were
‘ drawmx'ith wild-Horfes, L|m.b from Limb, or S
afunder, OF laidupona Hot an{- Iron, Or run tbl‘OUgh
being alive, witha {take fixed in the Ground, or g
up by the Hair of the Head toa Tree, till famifhe
with Hunger, of throw nto a Veflel of B"Jling.
oyt, or pulled in picces with Hot Pincers, or oy
chrough with Hor-lrens 5 and at the Inftant of g

.
Z”

e
i

i
d

j
'
o
g;,,

thefe cruelties, had deliverance offered uponcondi. fyf
ons, eafie tothe flefh chus mangled, yetdid notcon. %

fenc to be freed from thefe cruelties, that they migh,
obtain a better RefurreCtion.  Thus wemay behold g
ina Glafs, to what adegree beyond themfzlvesin do-
ing; ;
their belief of; and communications about hereaftep

. perience, that where the underftanding isblinded to

che knowledge of thefe grear truths Heaven and Hep
The A&ions of fuch Men and Women, are beyond
common boands, Buicith, or Beaft-like; For inthe
frit of the Romans, verfe 26. downwards;  Théip
women did change the natural ufe, into that which i
againft Natwre, even the Men likewife, leaving the

matural ufeof thewoman, burnedin their Laft oneto:
ward

and fuffering perfons were carried out upon -
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s Ward another,” Men with Men, Working that which 7
Y ##feemly to be wamed, being filled with all urighteonf-
k \”ffv’; Fornication,. wickednefs, Covetoufnefs,” Mali-
\ Csokfnefs, filled Wirh Envy, Murder, Debate, Decest,
‘:,‘M"/‘g”it], whifperers, Back bstersy haters of God,’
& Deiteful, Prond, Boaflers, Inventers of evil things,
B difobedienr to Parents 3 Who that reads chis black [ift
b Would noc conclnde Hellis broakloofe 2 Now upon
& A little furcher enquiry, it will appear this Hellith
B kribe came from blindnefs in their minds, asto the
i Uue God, verfe 28. And even as vhey didnot likr ( et
L 4Pprove ) to rerain God intheir knowledge ;' thierefore
W God gave them dver toareprobaremind.  We haven
B like ‘Tefimony for this, by the Apoftle St Punl, Eph.
90 4. 18, 10, of (ome, who being past feeling ( the force
B8 Of Heaven or Hell inthe promife of thebeit'of good,
i Or threarning of the wortt of bad;) gave tbemﬁt’?_/a"f
L OVer unto Lafcivionfiefs towork all uncleancfs witk grce-
dinefs. © And asthe grand Caunfe'of all theSpiricof God
adds this, having their wnderftanding darkened, being
alicnated from 'the Life of God, through'the Ignorance
Yhat Was in thein, becanfe of the blindne[s of thiir bears,
God and Heaven.ward * T.et usbutalictle come down
to ‘our own ‘expefieﬂce' " what dreadful Murders,
#Whoredoms , Swiéaring, Damning Oaths,  Thefts,
Idolatries, Witcherafts, Adulteries , Drunkennefs,
Revelling . and 4 Multicude of other worfe then bealt:
ike *pra&ices ‘are commitced in our Land ; agsinf},
and even incontempt of the Promifes or Threatnings
Of'ﬁeawen and el . o thatin'aword, non-commus=
[ 'Cation with thefe two ftate<,” opensthe Daor to all
phanner of Licentioufnefs, and puts {uch upona poft
hat fpeed into thie Faws of Hel, of which, they are
§'® more feelingly aware, then was ZorsSonin Law,
Who never believed the Flames, - till they irrecoverably
pavs T felt
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fele them to their endlefs Anguifh, from which [ike ﬂﬂ
ftate, the good Lord deliver us.  Amen. ?@4
Thus may we read the Bleffed, and Woeful effeqis ’ﬂ
that muft inevicably follow, and do attend a contj. i

. pued ‘communing with Heavenand Hell, and a conti | /ﬂ
nued eftrangednefs to fuch bigh concerns.  And hovy | V;
doth this call upon the growing Chriftian to double his W“
diligence in making the Joys of Heawen, and Tormengs /[
of Hell the conftant objects of hls'Medxca.ngn; And Vﬁ
how doth this alfo befpeak thc_Dymg Chriftians ftace, *
wrerched, Miferable, Poor, Blind, and Naked, wha;. |
ever thoughts he may have of himfelf, and calls upon //«
him to Repent, zmd_do h.xs fir(t works, by beingin 5 f;
veftlefs frame of Spirit, till he finds the Joys of Heg. !
ven, and Woes of Hell; the fervent objes of hg it
Meditation ¢ otherwife, God will moft certainly re.
move his Candleftick off his place for ever, except he /i

'
4
ent, R
rfl} {hall now fpeak of the Caufes of this Decay iy | ’td
Godlinefs, namely, why communications about Hea. ‘
vens Joys, and Hells Terrours, hath lefs lafting jn,. :
preffion to duties of Obedience, “then an olds Wives] "‘1
Fable ; and they are three, which being learned, may
fecve as fignal belps to prevent this Decay, where like 4 '
to come, or remove it where begun. ﬂﬂﬂ
1. Unbelief. . 2. Uunaptoels to pra&ical Medit,. Wﬂ
tion. 3. Indifpofednefs to fervent Praycr, ‘ ﬁ’l
Firft, Unbelief. This is fucha Sou!—ﬂarving ﬁn'M
that it barrs up the way of Gods Spirit, from dOi"éWﬂ
any mighty work. upon thatheart. -~ Thus prepoflefk &
Fleaven, though the chiefeft good in God, and K.z M
thongh the chiefelt bad, bears no force either to de.'w
ter or perfwade the Heart where Infidelity dwells
AMat.13.58. And be did not many mighty works thgr,: o
becaufe of their wnbelief. A giving to Chrift Jefus, i

R e 8
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Credence in his words and works; is the great Inn-let
10 true Lafting Joy, and calls upon Chriftians to the

Bfe of all poffible means that eheir Faich may increafe;
2Thef. x. 3. we are bound to give thanks to Ged al-
%ays for you Brethren, becanfe your Fasth groweth
exkeedingly s and the Fuft [ball live by bis Faith : thy
f4ith bath made thee whale, ~#e have accefs by Faith,
Tb‘“ﬂﬂ(ﬂdtﬂ‘ by Faith 3 by Faith Nozhmade an Ark,
41d [aved his Honfe, By Faish Abraham became 4
Stranger sn the Land of promife, by Faith Moles for-

g ["”k Egypt, and without Faith, its impoffible to pleafe
4 G”“i{- And he that believeth not, fhall be Dam~
ned, :
Secondly, Unaptnefs to pra&icalMcd@tatioi}. As
L Faith receives the Truth; fo Meditationdigeflsits its
"_-L’C digefture of the Food; that makes it turn to nou-

i fithment, We lofe the benefitand true advantage of
i Many g Sermon, for want of a Churning itinto nou-
f fithment by Medication, .And all they, that beard

o i wondred at thofe things Which Was told tf::m by the

\ Shepheards,  Bus Mary kept all. thefe [ayings, and
Pondered them in ber Heart, ot addi®ed her felf to the

it Dabit of Meditation,  Fromhence, her Heart became
&l a‘Ddging place for her Lords fayings. WNoching turns
& tl:reaching into Pradice like this; the great reafon

eXt to Unbelief, why men hear fo much, and profic
folitele, is want of making what we hear our Medita-
?.i tion, or calling into Councel the jnward parts; and
M - Pondering deeply there. , :

/ Hence comes a laying to Heart, This makes the
i Impreffion take deep Root downwards, and bring
g forth Froje upwards,

yt  Hence, became pavid more wife then his Teachers,
ol Lbave mor, underfEanding then all my Teachers, for thy

' i ‘7' “Rimonies are my Meditation,  He gave up himfelf
, A2 to
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to meditate this carried truth, from his Head ¢ his
eart. / :
H Hence, theblefled Father to his Son, 1 T3y, 4. 5.
gives in chargeasa moft Soveraign re_mcdy againf} ]g:
. norance, or unprofitablenefsin the Miniftry, = 34,2
tate wpon thefe thingsy give thy. [elf Wholly to them,
( markthat ) o fhall thy profiting appear to all,
Thirdly, A third Caufe why communication ahoyg
Heaven and Hell, hath no more lafting imprefion .

may be this, Indifpofednefs to fervent Prayer, Whey

Truths are believed, and by Meditation taken iy
iece of Raw-meat, and putinto the Pot of the Hearr,
and boiled, then comes fgr_vcnc Prayer, and obtai,
a'Blefling = for dlbis fanified by theword of God.

. and: Prayer,  Thisisatroe maxim ; a barren Soy| ¢g

Prayer, is always a barren Soul to Pradtice. Itisthe |

Councel of Jefus Chrift, if we wonld be fecured frop,
that facal fleep coming uponth: World. Lake 21, 36,
to warch and pray, mark that always, thacwe may
be: connted worthy to efcape all thofe things comip,

upon the World, and to {tand before the Sonof Map
three times together. * When Chrift was aboug ¢
drink bis bicter Cup.  <Mat.16.39. 42. 44. He Wiy,
a dittle further and fell ow hos face andprayed, and b,.
went again thefecond time. and prayed; and be vpey;
again the third time and prayeds And when he wag
about tofend his Difciples to Preach the Gofpel, ming
for your Imitation, =his Practice. Luke6 12, And i

came topafs in thofe days, that he.went ontinto & Mosne Yl

vai# to pray, and comtinued all Night in prayer to God.”

Mark thar, Your Lord is all Nightin Prayer to God
to obtaina bleffing for you ;. How many whole nights |

haye youifpent in Prayer for a bleffing upon yone

felves 7+ Its no, marvail why you are fo'like Pharqop;

lean Kine, infruitsto Godand Man-ward, when you
are

==s
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are fo feldom upon your knees in your Clofet. For
. my Love , they are my Adverfaries faith good David,
but give my felf unto prayer. Pfal.109:4. Iwil
that CMen pray every where. 1 Tim, 2, 8. Pray with-
out ceafing, 1 Thell's, 17, Men ought alwaysto Pray,
and not to Faine, Luke 18,1, In every thing by Pray:
er.and Sapplication, with thanksgiving, let jonrres
i quests be made known. Now the Blefling of Godgo
§ along with thefe Cautions, and bring them whomto
‘hs_’ Heart . Amen, - So | pafs to the 38¢h, Signof
£ dying to Godlinefs.

e e ———————

CHA P, XXXVIIL

Shewing how prevalent to. a Chrift-like Converfation,
the True thoughts of Heaven and Hell s, Demon-
Brating how mnch rather the Argumert of C"hn/t‘:
 paffion, ought to oblige, Dialog#e wife; explazfzec'i by
two defpicable Prifoners, pittied by two pistiful
Strangers, with three or four helps affigned for pra-
&tical Application. :

SIGN, XXXVIII.

Hen the shoughts of & dying Fefus 5 for

YV your fin, doth litsle diffwade you_from ai
unchyiffian Converfation. _

| God i his Wifdom and unfpeakable Mercy; hath
| provided aBody of Bleffled Argnments, as fo many
fl cords of Love, todeter from fin, and oblige to Vir-
. tue, not thar he hath need of eitber our Pexfons, or
our Services, For the whole Earth &6 the Lords, and

the fulnefsthereof, Butheisa God, full of Love and
T3, Pitty,
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pigy > taking o pleafure inthe death of a Sinner. bus

vather that be faonld turn and Live, hath therefore

prepared Heaven as the bleffed end of reward, to en.
‘courage to Virtue, as the way tothisend  And thig
Argurient hath proved of Bleﬁ‘qd advantapé in all
Ages, to encline the heafcand will, to maké Virryes
ways, though grievous to the Flefh, yet defirable,
“nd as voluntary choice, at that time when attendeg
with he utmoft hazard of whatfoever was nécr o
dmncnmomkkkﬁ,mnmgWMgmdwmmn

not Death barely in_ common, but the Torturings of
Death at the fame time, inthe hope and expe@ation
of this bleffed ftate hereafter, eAbrabanm the Father
of the Faithful, faw Chrills day, and was glad, or
comforted, fo that he accounted himfelf 5 ﬂm,,g”
in the Land of promife, dwelling there in T abernacie,
with Haac and Jacob, Heirs with bips of the fame pyo.
mife. The great Argument to this great felf-denif,
lies hete, For be looked for a City, which bhath Fouil,.
tions , whofe Builder and Maker Wiz God.  Mofeg
chofe Afi&ion with the Ifiaelites, Whilein Egyptias,
Bondage Brick-makers, rather then enjoy the plea.
fures of Pharaoks Court ; and that which is very re.
markable, this was a voluntary choice. The Ifrae-
Zitesits true, werecompelled to their Task; but hein
Pharaoks Court, the adopted son of his onely Dauph-
ter 5 and nothing to the Crown it felf, thought too
much for him, had no manner of reftraintlay ugon
him, onely this Argument before premifed; namely,
This bleffed Load-ftone of ‘enjoying God in heavenly
places; for faith the Text, e endureéd or gave his
back toall this burden, as fecing him who is invifible .
for he bad refpe® to the recompence of reward
others had trial of cruel Mockings and Scourgings, yea’
moreover of Bonds and Imprifonments ; they were

{toned .
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4 ﬁOncd, they were fawn afunder ; others Tortared,

;' ot accepting deliverance. All thefe upon this blefled
oad-ftone Argament , 7 hat they might obtaina better

e Refnryettion.

This in general, but more particularly having refe- -
tence to the body of this Sign of Decay, which hing-

eth upon the Paffion of our blefled Lords Shallthe

expe&ation of future Glory thus enamour perfons,
that nothing near or dear to chem can (tand in the way
but is facrificed. And fhall the ranfom of the Lord ;.
by whom, and throngh whofe Grones and Blood this

| came, be forgotten, in point of Argumenttoa holy

Converfation, ( God farbid,) WwWhat Mother canlook

. upon the Anguifh of a Dying Son, and be deftitute

of bitter Refle@ions ? What Child can remembet

- the paft Travel and Serrow that did befec his tender

Mother for him in the day when he was Born, and calt

. off all Child-like Pity ? What Sinnet can remember

the inward impreffion of Grief ,  that ence lay upon
his Lord in the day, when for the finners fin, the -
feverity of God canfed ( God-Man ) the Lord of
Life, under the heavie ftroak and mortal Wound, to
ety out, My Sowl is exceeding [arvowful, even uto
Death 5 and not in the Majelty of this Argument,
give it prevalent acceptance; to deter from Sin, and
oblige to Virtue. His Vifage was marred more then
any mans; he wasdefpifed and reje&edof Men A
MAN OF SORRO WS, and acquainted with
griefs, his Face Spitin, his Hair plucked off, {tricken,
{mitten and aflicted, bruifed, wotinded, his hands
and his feet nailed to the Crofs, a fpear throft through
his tender fide , and fo great and bitter was the Agony,
that lay upon him, thatin the anguifh of hisSoul he
Sweat, great drops of Blood running down to the
ground, and all chispoor finner for thee and for me,
T 4 For
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For he was wosnded for our Tran(greffions, by sifed for
our ]l!t‘qﬂit‘ie.)'; the ﬂ'b‘slﬂztﬁ'ML’ﬂt of onr Peace Yo lmd

upon. bim, and with bz weands We. are bealed s all e

like fheep, have gone aftray, We bave turued eUery.ome £
his ownway y and the Lord hath laid on bim the lm'qz,,'.
ry of 1 d@ll. Oh! W hat {inner can make. this the obje®
of his Meditation, on one hand, refletingupon the
hitter Cup this Lord drank ;- onthe other hand,. re.
ﬁc\‘i‘m.‘: on the fubi:&‘ for whom it was drank; on
" the third hand, refle&ing upon the worthine s of. the
Perfon that drank:it; and no:‘be melted into Tears,
My Lord, and my God ! Whatfoever thoy
commandeft T will obey, and whcrcf.oev‘er thon fend.
et mel will go. Burl fhall fpeak briefly of thefe, in
order toour Meditation, ‘they being truths well. wor..
¢hy our conftant C(mﬁdcra[l?n. M

And firlt, For the bicter Cup of fufferings be drank .,
As never manfvake, or_did like this:Man, fo nevg;
Man fuffered like him from his Birth to his Death, 5
fubje@ of Sorrows; His firft Lod'ging ( though the
Son of God ).inaManger, when the Foxes had Holes
and .the Birds of the Air had Nefls, -the Sonof Nan
had noc whereon to lay his Head | weary ‘with Tra.
velling, fits by a Well, and craves Water, Barley
Bread, and a few Fithes; great Dainties with the
King of Glory in aword, a Man of forrowsto his
Peath, ‘and that, a Curfed, Painful, Shameful ope s
taken away by wicked hands, and Slain. ‘And (half
ot this Meditation derer from fin 5 for it pledfed the
T.ord to Broife Him, and puthim to Grief, elfe muft
we have grieved toall Eternity.

secondly, To confider:io our hearts for whom he
drank this bitter Cop ; Come Brother finner; let ug
¢tenfan togecher, -and look over the black Book of
freae-and Life before Qonverfion; "and read whae

we

crying,
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We were, whither.a going, with the dreadful Sequet :
did not grace take place, - when we. were withoue
firength, tbe ofiufpring 1of eAmurites and Hirtites
i1 dwe time Chrift dyed, for whom; the ungodly Ke-
bels; Enemies .in our minds through wicked works,” .
l""'f".f-of God, Covetoms, Proud, Boaflers, Invcuters
of evil things, Traitors, Heady, High minded, ha-
ving eyes full of  Adultry, feet [wift to fhed Blood ; in
aword, - Unboly, 'and fo under Wrath,  Now for
Explication of. this felf-refle&ion to {elf.lothing, and
i grace-admiring, e :
®  Imagine you were arrefted by thehand of Juftice
' dmong. Men, and thrown into a loathfom Jail, fora
Jult Debt of your own contra@ing; and there muft
ligand Perifh, being never ableto pay : " Samaritan
Pranger pafling by, caft bis eyesuponthe Prifon, and
| through the Jron-grates feesa man half farved, clo-
thed in Rags; begging the Charity of Strangers as
they pafs by, = this Samaritan draws nvearer, faying,
Poor Man'/ What isthy Crime ? AbSir ! Tam like
% tolie anda perifh for'a Debt I.am never able to pay 3
Water and Bread, Lice and Rags is my beft Compani-.
#% ons, bare Boards, and alittle Straw ; my Lodgingin

. Amoft noifom Room ;. I have not had one Morfel of
Frefh-meat this feven Waeeks, except partof a Mag.
got-caten Sheeps head ; if, you will Mr. pleafe to give
| e afmall Snip of Money, I fhall pray foryouallthe
# Yays of my miferable Life, which 1pray God may

| 0ot be many more ;. for 1long to be inthe Grave,

. e Dlow at this fight and Speech | the Stranger
takes pity of him, faying, Poor Man ! Ifeethouart
W 0 a miferable condition ; Suppofe I fhould fend for
gy thy Creditor, and difcharge the Debt, and put Cloaths
il °n thy Rack, andrake thee home to my Houfe, and
| Make thee my ferving. man, to Rub my Horfe-heels,
' ‘ and
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and tend my Hogs ; wilt thou thankfully accept thig |

offer? Yes Mr, withall my Soul; thus the Debe i
difcharged, the Prifoner releafed; his Rags caft away

his Belly and Back clothed, and Home he is carried’
and a fweet Lodging provided ;, and how thankful he
is for allthefe Mercies, Let the Reader judge: Bug
farther, Imagining you were putfued by Hue and
Cry for Robbery, and Murder, and being ceafed

thrown into a Dungeon, your Hands and Feet fhakled
with Trons, at the day of general-affize, out youare
.brought to che Bar, there Arraigned, found Guiley

Condemned; the day of Execution appointed, th iz
Minifter fent to dcquaint you therewith, and he
exhorts to a fenfe and forrow for thefe bloody Crimes,
Now the Hands are Wrung, the Heart Smit on, the
1ooks Ghaftly, incomes the aged Father and Mother
wringing their hands, with Rivets of Teats runnin

down their eyes, fo big with Grief that they cannop
fpeak one word ; now the Soh goes to meet them

but can fearce move for the Sorenefs, and weight 4
theIrons, yet fallsdownat their Feet, begs their par.
don, and prayers for his Soul, hat With che dolefal-

fulnefs of the Prifon, noife, and fight of theIrons, re.

membrance of the bloody Crimes 5 and that Wednef-

day next isthe day of Execution, and this is Monday . ¢
¢his their Son, and he muft be Hanged up by the Neéck |

till Pead, ac laft their Speech is recovered ; and thus
breaks forth the forrowful Mother, Oh Son ! Wonld
God I had never born thee, or feen thee carryed to
thy Grave, as foon as thou cameft into the World ;
before half her complaint, fighs and tearsis uttered,
in comes the Condemned Mans Wife, and feven fmall

Chrildren,She looks upon theHusband, they look npon

the Father. And now Grandfather and Grandmother,
wife and the Children, and the MalefaGor, power

out
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out fuch Flouds of Tears and hideons Cries, and La-
mentation, that evén meles the Jailor ‘into Sorrow,
and canfeth Anguifh to fall upon the Miniler, almoft
to fainting at fuch dreadful Spe&acles. But while all.
are thus befet with Grief ; in comes 4 Paflenger, dwa-
kened ar the doleful Cry, to enquire what is the mat-
ter, at which, the Minilter being fomewhat recovered,
makes relation; tipon which, the Stranger moved
with Compaffion to fee the Eies of chie ancient Fachér
and Mother, the Wife and fmall Children fwelled
with Sorrow, and the Malefi&or in Irons, fmiting
upon his Breaft, lifcing vp his Eies and Handsfor Mer-
cy, refolves with himfelf, and thus he fpeakethto
the Prifoner; Though Inevér faw thy Face before,
| bue paffing asa Stranger by, and hearing fuch a lamen-
. Cry, and beholding now fuch deep anguifh befet thy
Relations, at thisthy defpicablé condition, am moved
in my Heart, to part with all my worldly Eftate to feek
thy ‘Pardon, or lay downmy own Life for thy Tranfs
greffion, Is not this news as welcome as Lazarns
from the Grave; and how thankful for all this, is the
Malefaor # Let the Reader judge.

_ But Brother finner, thefe Narratives do not the
tithe reach our Cafe, though indeed they are Doleful;
and the uhmerited kindrefs of thefe two Strangers,
without paraflel, and the Subjeds that received them,
for ever obliged to be Setvants, yea Vaffels ot Scullions
to them, For we for our Tran{greffions have not only
deferved Death temporal, but eternal, butfor ever to
abide in Hell, gnawing our Tongues for Pain. And
if this kindnefs {hewed by thefeStrangers, doth de-
fct‘ve Thankfulnefs add Service; What fhall we rene
der to Jefus Chrift, that came from Heaven his dwe!l-
ing place, and in chis finful World, took upon him the
form of a Servant, bumbledbimfelf , andbecame obe-

dient
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diens #ntoa’ fhameful , painful Death s for be wasmady =

Sin for ws that kneW nofin, that we might be mady 1h,
righteonwefs of God 1 bim.  Shall not this Grace for
everealluponus, tobe in a conftant inward Meditati-
on of the greatnefs of thisLeve, with felf-refle@ion
and a hearty affe@ionate return of all poffible Hyp,.
ble and chankful obedience for everand ever, oy,

Doth not this feverely.regrehcnd thofe Chriftians
that are frequent inthe practice of that Inflitution of
our Lord, that calls for this remembrance of hig
Death, till be come the fecond time. without fin to
Salvgtion; whofe thoughts of a dying Jefus, ang
what a Glorious Perfon he is, and what a.Glorioys
State he left, and for whata contemprible People ajf
this was ; and yet not intrne filial fear, and love.rel;.
ance and dependance, be fo much united to him, 254
Vaflel is to his Prince, or bond-flave to his Mafter,
Now if the reading of thefe Lines, hath taken fo

y + much impreffion, as to make our Hearts burn within
%-us, into chis melting queftion. :

Queft. What fhalll do that the thoughts of a dy-
ing Jefus for my fins, may not onely be conftant,
but prevalent to perfwade me toa moft Chrift-like
Converfation ?

Anfw. 1. Be fervent and conftant inPrayer unto

~ Jefus, tohelp your Underftandings, withatrue Gighe

of the Glory of his Perfon, and the Magnitude of hiis
Paffion,

2. Give up your felves to fixed times of folemn
Medication of the Perfonand Paffion of Jefus Chrift,
ehis being too much a novelty among Profelfors ( with
Sorrow be it fpoken,) I fhall briefly explain ic.
namely, that you deliberately ponder, “and with fome
faichfu! experienced Chriftian, advife how often cvery
year under your circumftances , you ooght in Honour

to
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to God, and Loveto your Soul keep a day, or fuch a
part of that day, infuch aretired place, with fuch a
frame of Spirit , onely in Meditation on the Perfon
and Paffion of your Lord ; my Soul for thine, thus

doing Devoutly, Conftantly, and in fervent: Prayer,
the Proficwill be unfpeakable,
3. Keep up alfo a conftant remembrance of pa/t-

offences, and perfonal-frailties ; And che Good Lord
gtve his Bleffing.  Amen.

CAAP. XXXIX

Demonfirating, that in every Manthere s a Mafter-
fin, which muft be Killed, or it will Kill 5 and how
in procefs of Time, this once L O THED, may
come 10 be_again L1 KE D, with eight Steps, by
which ‘it gradwally gets new admittance, and four
Canfes affignedof this Decay, and a neceffity affert-
edof onr Mortal Enmity to all Sin.

$1GN: XXXIX

‘ 7 V Hen you canremember paft fins coms-.
N N misted, rasher with Liking then Lo-
thing, ‘
-By paft fiashere, I would be underftoodco intend
and ‘mean thofe fios the Scripture calls right Eye, or
right Hand fins, that is, fuch fins asin time pa{}imd
the fole Dominion and Government over us, to which
we yielded up our Bodies as Servants do to their Maf-
ters,or Childrento their Parents. And that there ds fuch
A tbing inthe world, orbedyof Man as chicf,ora mafter-
5, may be very proper to fpeak fomewhat unto
' 13



