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to God, and Loveto your Soul keep a day, or fuch a
part of that day, infuch aretired place, with fuch a
frame of Spirit , onely in Meditation on the Perfon
and Paffion of your Lord ; my Soul for thine, thus

doing Devoutly, Conftantly, and in fervent: Prayer,
the Proficwill be unfpeakable,
3. Keep up alfo a conftant remembrance of pa/t-

offences, and perfonal-frailties ; And che Good Lord
gtve his Bleffing.  Amen.

CAAP. XXXIX

Demonfirating, that in every Manthere s a Mafter-
fin, which muft be Killed, or it will Kill 5 and how
in procefs of Time, this once L O THED, may
come 10 be_again L1 KE D, with eight Steps, by
which ‘it gradwally gets new admittance, and four
Canfes affignedof this Decay, and a neceffity affert-
edof onr Mortal Enmity to all Sin.

$1GN: XXXIX

‘ 7 V Hen you canremember paft fins coms-.
N N misted, rasher with Liking then Lo-
thing, ‘
-By paft fiashere, I would be underftoodco intend
and ‘mean thofe fios the Scripture calls right Eye, or
right Hand fins, that is, fuch fins asin time pa{}imd
the fole Dominion and Government over us, to which
we yielded up our Bodies as Servants do to their Maf-
ters,or Childrento their Parents. And that there ds fuch
A tbing inthe world, orbedyof Man as chicf,ora mafter-
5, may be very proper to fpeak fomewhat unto
' 13



284 Sigms of a Dying or decaying Chriflian,
this place 3 And in pracefs of time after this fin bath v¢.
ceived 4 deadly woand by way of abhorrency, it meay com
s receive [ome healing again ; or be remembred wirl,
liting rather then loathing, may alfo be very nfeful ¢
fpeak fomething unto under this bead; with fome cay.
fes aftigned how and Why this comes to pafs, and fome
vemedies how this may be cured where began, oxpre,
weyted whereabout 10 cOME. Now to the firlt thi

remifed, whether there isof not fuch a thing in the
world (or Body of Man) s fome fin that hath Rule
and Government in chief;, that is, That although every
Man in his unregencrarc ftate hath many fins untg
which he payeth homage , yet thefe very fins have ag
it were a leading or Mafter fin that doth command i
Chief, as there is many Dewils, fo thereisa Belzebut
or Prince of Devi \
the body of Man; /o there is fome one predeminant hy=
mour, Blood, Flegm, Cholar, Melancholy , are the
ares of which we all partake, yet fome one of thefe in
all men have a chicf propriety ; And bence it comes g
afs from the predominancy of ourConlftitations. The(e
{ead us out to affed-molt fome particulatr Siny For
though it is trug, wicked Men love all Sin as it fuits wigly
Intereft and Inclication, yet they fet achief love upon
that in as falls molt under their patural Conffitution ;
e repute nora Man to be of fuch a Trade, becaufe
he now and then in an Artifts fhop may ufe thag
Artilts Tools, but becaufe he is wholly addied there.
anto ¢ Hence we call fucha mara Carpenter, Bricks
layer, IroRmonger,&re. becaufe each of thefe are given

up by way of conftancy theremmto 5 one is conftane
about his Timber | the other his Bricks, the other in
Mettles. In like manner, wicked men in Scripture take
their denomination of being called fuch afinner,; asa
" Drunkard, Fornicator, Swearer, Lyar,&c. not becaufe

» they

/4. and as there is many bamonrs in
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?hCY have no other fin, for that were prepofterous to

#| 1magine, thatfuch as Drunkards, Fornicators,SWearers
i and Lyars, had not many more fins ; but it is becaufe
#0 all other finsare as their Soullion-boys to thefe Mafter-
#) fins; And were the Scripture is filent, experience fuffi-
# ciently teacheth this, thacasin matcer of Meats and
fi Drinks, thoughin the geaeral we have a common af-
i fectiontoall that God hath ordained for food; Yet
one man hath a more fpecial refpe to this or that

| meat, fome flefs, fome fi/s; andinthe fame lictle fa-
mily, one child hath a fofeph 0r Benjamins patt, though
the reft of the Children are not thereby exempted from
a child-like affe@ion ; And asin our natural body, to
" fome members we atcribute more care , as they are
more ufeful,and their lofs more painful, hence it comes
. to pafs that without any premeditation the Hand
( though as truly a purt of the Body ) yet will receive
the blow to fecure the Head, asbeinga more noble
part, without which, Nature tells us, the reft of the
Body cannot fubfift ; hence it comes to pafs, thac as
our experience tells us, fome Menare paturally more
inclined to Drunkennefs thenany other fip, others to
Covetonfnefs, othersto Pride, othersto Uncleannefs,
W others to Jdienefs, others to Talkativene[s, othersto
Paffion, &c, and thefe may moft properly be called

the members of our Bodies; theright Eye, or right
Hand; thus David had bis Abfalem, Sampfon his
Dallilah, Herod bis Herodits, {adas bis Bag, &c.
How evident is it in Scripture, let the confiderate
Reader judge 2 That when once the awakening Spirit
of Convi®ion came to any Sinner, it lead him, to
fearch out, and cry moft againft that Sip of all other,
apprehending that as the Ring.leader of all the Re-
bellion, and thisis noted in Scripture with this Brand,
vight Hand fin, righe Eyé fin; &k mine Im'qm‘tjb !
"
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“Plagne of his own' Hearr, 'Mat.'25.29 30, 5Sam

22: .24, 't Kings 8. 38. 2°Chroqn. 6. 29, 'In ik

-t ®

manner, from the' very influence of the conflitutiop

- perfons naturally are addicted ‘to one predominay,, g

Virtue more then other ;- A7ofes for bis Meek'nefs, 9t
for his' patience ; Who of @ more fiery perfecatiy,
Spiric then Saxl; but o foon ashis Heat and Colfeg
was tirned into the right Channel, who more zealoig
Jabouring more abundantly then the reft, " went M
Journeys, througl - more Perils, writ more Epif}|q
" endured more [Jeaths, as bimfelf faith, i Dearp; 0f:

ten, asthe 2d.of Cor. 11.23, 24. 10 the laft, at large

: s : §
déclares, by allwhich it may evidently teach us, thae |

cergainly we have onr chief Corruption or Mafterlgp
i bever met’ witha Cenvert in my days, 'but WOu!d
Kknowingly- confefs be knew bis Maftet-fin; ‘and thy,
one' ‘Devil did more predominant inhim then'the reft
of the Legion,’ and was the obje& of his Sorfoy,
Prayers and Fears, more then any other fin; 'and j,,.

deed thére is a canife 5 for ‘genérally che righe Eyefin |

is of fuch affinity; thatiteven Sociates inche capacity
of a'member of the fame Body. 070 i e
And this brings me to the nextthing premifed,  thar
this Mafter-in,{in procels ‘of time, ‘may be femed).
‘bred wich liking," that is, uponrefleion of paft fin,
ful ‘AQs, " not'to*have fuch ‘manner ‘of Indignation
-Zeal and Revenge, ashad beenin'their efpoufalday:
This is the fir(t-Step or To-let, to renéw acquaintance
with an old Eneniy ; andatthisDoor; hath'manya
poor Soul, ' admitting of aparley with, whatthey
onght to have fled from, -made good the ‘Apoftles
~words, Tbe Dog is turned to bisWomit again, and the
Sow that-was ' Walled' 1o her wrllowing 5 the Mire.
1f onee'a right Bye fin,. througithe Tevils Subtilty,
. and

aasaen Im"qm't) > his oWn Sicknefs, hisown Sore, itk
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# andour omiffion to watchfulnefs, can bult gain {o mucht
" credit in the eftimation of that Chriftian, out of
whofe heart it was formerly caft. « This will be a fair-
' eroverture to bring about thefe cighc gradual dangers,
W ftep by fiep to ge¢ new pofleffion, and may endin -
mortal War,
Firft, To fupgeflt that there isnot fuch 2 neceflity
# of that utter eftrangednefs as hath been for a long
W time , Thus much ground given, lets the Enemy into
W the outinoft works ; and now having gained a better
% opinion in the mind thenwas, attemptsa fecond flep,
eclining Chriftian, uponrus
into the fancy, fome deleta»
§! ble thoughts of a certainkind of Pleafure, or Profic
Wl in renewing this acquaintance ; and from henee, fin
pains a third ftep, and thatis, confent of the Will §
by this rime the Field is more thenhalf won, anda
ﬂrong Combate is now working , the two Powers
1 Light and Darknefs, Yer tentoone, but che will is
‘,‘,“J" tarried Capiive, pardy complying, panly refrainingy
Y the Charms of Sin offering prefent encouragement,
Now doth the external fanfes, yeild theit utmoft help
| todamp Faith, and quicken Senfe 5 Ah | By this means
*| Sin guinsa fourth itep, and that is, to turn confent
}“y inte Adion, and now with our firk Mother, admit~
¢l ting the Tree, pleafant to the Eye, and profitable to
W make wife; fhe takes of the Fruit, and Eats, Tranf«
# prefech, that is, turns confent into A& this was
if the way the Devil took with Acbar, he firftlooks
Ml upon the accurfed thing as Goodly, from thencecon-
il fented and a@ed; by admitting fin at firlt to take'
#f thefe fieps, ground is giined to a ffth, fixth and
) chemh, that is, a reitceraing the fame A&, in=
to A&s, or a Cuftom; and then into glorying

ot torning Ads and Rebukes, into Selemsons coma
" plaint,

¢ and that is co put thed
| Minating or entertaining
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plaint. Prov) 14.9. tools makea mock at Sin,
this leads to Obduration, or hard-Heartedpe(; and
without a Miracley ends in final impenitency ,from
which, Good Lord deliver us.  Amen, »

How weary once was /frael of the Land of Egypr
and groned under the Bondage of their'rask-mmels:
asappea’ s by the word of cruch, Exod, 3, , £
Lord faid, Lhave ,/‘ ¢ the affliétion of my People whicly
arc in Egypt, and have beard t/:m‘r cry by reafon
their Task-mastersy for 1know their Soryom,, God
that faw chis did deliver them, 4y 4 mighty frong
Hand ke bronghe them out, of which they were full
glad ; yet in procefs of time, begin to Ch“ngttheir
opinion, and forget the bitternefs of their finfyl Bone

dage faying. Numb, 11.5,6, Weremember thy Fin

which we dideatin EGyptfreely, the Cctmbers, ang

the Melons, and the Lecks, and the Onisns, pys R
our Soul is dricd away, there is nothing gt 4t belides
this Mannah before onr eyes. . Here they flight Angels
Food of Gods providing, hankering after their old
Bondage again; fulfilling the Decay in this Sign, as
witneflech that grievous complaine, * Zxc. 24 93
T has thou calledff to remembrance the lestdnefs of ,13)'

Zouth, in bruifing thy Teats by the Egyptians | for the |

Paps of thy Yonth. lfracl isaweary of God and hig
Provifion, faying, ZLet ws make a Captive, and retyyy

nto Egypt again y Neverthele(y , I bave (omemban |

againft thee, becanfe thou haft left thy firft Lové, Rey,
3.4 7%, :
Lueft.. What may be the Caufes of this Decay,

that paff fins which was once our Sicknefs, and Sore,
may in-procefs of time, gain better reputation in oo

Hearts, -

i Anfw. Ficlt, Forgetfulnels of that pinching Bop.
dage, fin in times paft' brought upon s, Secondly,
S, : Our
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i"y Our not confidering che Sting chat flill remaios in fin]
§ Or thac there isin' the nature of it a conftant enmity,
4 both againt God and the Soul. - Thirdly, Ourun:
 feofiblenefs of the woeful Iffue that will atcend the
2l Tenewing Friendfhip with Sin, - Fourthly, Our not -
{ keeping diily in our secount, inits Authority the great
] fjfly of our account, But fomething tothefe Caufes
| Inorder, :
| And firft, Our forgetfulnefs of that pinching Bon-
dage, fin in times paft brought uponus. This may
, { appear by but calling to mind, theServile, Slavery
#i§ and Drudgery ic pur us upon before Converfion;
W while we f2rved divers lufts, yielding onr members Ser-
/ (r" Vants to all whrighteonfnefs, adding Iniquity to Inignisy.
¥ Tn our ripht Wies we fhould take it wich the higheft of
i) Indignation, to haveinfeparably fallened tousa dead
Wil mans Body, to carry up and down the Stench and
Wil Lochfomenefs of it wherefoever we went, ac Bedand
|l Board, Court and Camp . fuch company would ren-
der us unmeet company for a Dog, and in it felf;
Y tmore tedious thien Deathit [elf ; (tous) yethe thae .
#l trades in i, is worle befec with worfe Lothforenefs,
i though with the man inthe Proverbs, be knowethnot
| that the Dead arethere, andthat ber Guefts areinthe
Il depths of Efell. Lets but eall to remembrance whern
we lived in Drunkennefs or Uncleannefs, ¢Fc. how
iy fin did debauch and unmanus; how many fowl uri«
beaftlike A&s did chis Monfter SIN Carryus, asfo
“| many chained Captives after its filthy Lufts? Do we
notupon eonfideration; loaththie very choughts, and
4l are athamed even to name the things done then in fe-
il eret2 Oh ! The rottenne(s and Egyprian Difeafes
% thac Sin bath brought uponus; befides, did we not
o 10 this ftate, mockat God, hisServantsand Services,
#W“ bemg fo followed with an accufingconfeience, that
' Y a we

» ’
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of this, gives fin frefh enconragement to
new vifits, but remember, and the good Lord he]

- thee to remember, though the Cop it prefencs thee B

with be gilt, the Liquor initis mortal Poifon,
Secondly, Our'not confidering the Sting that fijy
remains in fin, or that there is in the nacure of ita
conftant Enmity both againft God and the Sou), It
isa high prece of deceit wherewith the Devyil Trades,
asto the Garment putupon fin, asif there were fome

real pleafure, or real profit in fin, and its Seryice . °

neither fo Bicter, ooritsend fo Painful; Who fuch 4
Fool as to be perfwaded Fire will not Burn us, o,
Water Drownu ? or believes he can make aleacue
with it, not to bort him? Is not Fire, Fire ffill? 14
not Water, water ffill ? Hath the Sea loft its property,
¢aft thy felf upon its proud Waves, orinto bm_-ni;,E
Flames, and try if neither can touch thee? g nog
Yoifon, Poifen fill; becaufe we fancy otherwife »
Alas! Alas! Doth not the beft of Laws tellus, thae
this Monfter §in, is enmityagainft God, not capable
of changing its nature, and founder no pofsibility of
accepting any terms of Peace. Is it not impofsible
to make Fire and Oyle dwell together, one muft over.
come ; there is no way to remove this Enmity, by
by killing of it, many have thoughe of Killing Sin,
by yiclding to fin, or killing Greater, by yielding to a_
Lefer; like the rebellios Sen, tempted daily by
the Devil to be Drunk, murder his Father, and ravifl
his Mother ; he makes terms with this Enmity, to
avoid the ewolatt, fubmits tochefir®, which wasbue
a making provifion for the Flefh with the more bold-
nefs to run inco the reft,  We think when wetake
the Devils councel, wemay putoutthe Fire, byad--

ding

we durft not leave one Sermon of Death, e ;
Beaven, or Hell ; Oh Chriftian ! Itis forgetfulnefs o

give the




f"“{” it, pafs another Ways; wheth
fmile or frows, the Enmicy is the fame.

! had been betrer never to have known the wa

. animate them more with Enmity
- mity, :
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§ diog Fewel; while God faith, Who is Love it felf 7
Bouch wot, taff wot, havdle not, pafs nor by it, tar®

er the Devil in fin,
Oh that
pProfeffors! It would

this were tnore confidered by
againft this En-

Thirdly, Our unfen(iblenefs of the woeful Iffue
that will actend the renewing friend hip wich fin. Itt:_
ys 0
God, thenatterwards to departfrom the Holy Com-
mandment ; fuch a ftace doth greatly aggravate our
condemnation ; for itleaves Us without all manner of
excufe, He thae never knew berter, being not fo
blame-worthy, as fuch that knew their Malters will,
and did concrary. And this experience givesa woelul
account of, faying, the relapfed Difeafe in the natural
body, feldom or never comes but with mortalcon-
queft, In like maaner, who fo audacious in the acts
of fin, as that man thatonce had efcaped its old pol-

lutions, ' Give our bleffed Lord leaveto fpeak here,

When once the unclean Spirit s gone ont of aman, .bz
and finding

Walketh through dry places, fecking reff,
none . then be [aith, 1 Will retwrs to W) boufe from
Whence [ came ont 3 andwhen be is come, he findeth it
empty, [wept, and garnifbed. Then goeth he, and
taketh with bim [ever other Spirits more wicked then
bimfelf, and they enter in, and dwell there, and the
laft fate of that manis worfe thenthe firft. One Dea
vil bore rale before, imagining it werethe Devil of
envy, Now Seven worfe Devils hath this one Devil
brought wich him, the man was envious once, and had
got the maftry over it ; but took no good heed to keep
his ground in Gods way, and with Gods ftrength, in
procefs of time, loftthe fenfeof that bitter frui, this

V3 1008
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root of envy had broughe forth ; now thefame man is
become a Moniter, not barely Envious,but Implacable
Proud, given (o whsredom. Drankennefs, Ido] 4«””
Coveton[nefs, Blafphensy. Nowall patt Convi&ions.
Acknowledgmeats,Remorfe,Senfeand forrow for finin
times pafl, is turned inte Stupidity, and Impenitency, 5
making light or mock at God, turning Bruiti(h ; F,,

whofo doth fuch things (hall uot inkerit the Kingdom of

God. Rev. 21.8. Butfball have their part in the Lake

syhich burneth with Fire and Brimflone, which iz the

fecomd Death 5 from which implacapable eftate, the
good Lord deliver us. Amef:. Vel :

Fourthly, 'Qur not keeping daily in our account,

( inits authority ) the great day of curaccount, s the

great caufe why we can remember paft fins ratherwih

liking then lothing. Profeffors now adays, content

themfelves with the bare notion of the 7udgment day +,

come little pondering how great it is, and how near it js;

did we as much concernour felves about this mighty

gruth,as the man that hath a gaugrenned Arm 1o be favea

edoff from his Body, doth concern himfelf how he may

be fitted for it, and bear the anguifh of the A&, and

Jofs of the Limb, it would have more Authority upon
our Hearts and Lives, to believe that we fhall certainly
mive an account of all our deeds done in this Body,
whether good or bad, ‘is one main principle of the
Chriltlian Faith; and to be ignorant that this account
muft be very fhortly given, isour fin ; for the time
is at-hand :. for Space, it is but a moment, and fop
pace, it is but two' Steps we haye to take, the firlt
into the Grave, and that will be thortly, for the
ime is foort, at Night this Step will be taken ; the
fecond Step is to be taken when weawake, and that s
in the Morning. ' O} How littledid the man in the
Cilpeldetam: s MeiSidicho 2 heingite
Iyiraes h.
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(this day) Son take thine ea/e,ent,Drink,and be merry 3
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ékoﬂ Fool, this night foall thy life be taken from thee
an we fay welcome to Deaths knock 3 1 amready
and did wait for this call to be carried tothe ,udgment,
my accounts ate ftated, mine houfe fec in order, m;r'
ftewardthip ended, Now Death brings me before
the Throne of God, and of the Lamb, that Imay
hear that blefled voyce, 7 hon baft been faithful over
afew Talents, Iwill make thee ruler over WAy Ciitiess,
Oh! Letslay our hands upon our moutbs, and ponder
inwardly and Conftantly, what a moment of time
doth yet remain, and that thereis but two paccs t0
flep ere we be in Etervity s For when they fhall fay
( even Profeffors ) peace and [afety, then [udden dz-

flrullion cometh #por them a8 Travel wpon_a woman

with Child, andthey Jhall not efcape. I Thef. 5. 3-
inft Temptations, tO

Itisa Sovereign remedy agil
the moft alluring Luft, inftead of confenting to carry
the aflaunlts, as already ated, to the Judgment-feat,
and ask how they will look, and what fpeak in that
diy, Surely did but the high-way Man, callfirfta

Court in his own Confcience, and there arraign, c€on.
demn, and execute the fentence of Death upon the
Malefador ; it would cool hiscourage ; and by Gods
bleffing prove effeual to betake himfelf to another
kind of Life; fuchas might give him courage to look
the molt fevere Judge in the Face with Joy; Doubt-
lefs had Zimri and Cosbi, {pent more of their Medi-
tation in the court of their own Confcience; what
would be the confequence of that their filthy fin, and
lefs upon the obje&t of bruitifh fenfe, they would
furely have chefena fick bed to weep on, rather then
Solaceon, itsgratefal o the Devil,

ahed of Down 1o
and prepares grateful baits for fenfe to put Judgment,

- gr the day oftour ;acc;}umfaxthgn off, whenthetems
V 4 :

pration




294  Signsof aDying or decaying Chriffiax,
tation 15 neareft. 1 fhall conclude all “with tha
bleffed word of the boly Apoftle, 2 Cop, S S t
x1. Whercfore we labosr, that whether prefen o, &1
[ent wemay be accepred of God ;. for we mup ayy "

“pear before vhe Fudgment-fear of Chrift | that o,
ane may receive the things dowe in his body | ac;ard‘.”)
g0 that he hath done whetber st be good or bud . knows,,

LES

2

therefore the teryouy of the Lord, We perfwade pye,S
From this mighty confideration the Lord Gogd bbas
swade our minds to be given up to a conftan; Medi.
ration, while it’s called to day, that the day of ¢,
account will certainly and thortly appears Arid
{o I pafs to the Fourtieth and lat Sign of Decay i

) Godl.nz{s. S8

———
v p——

. CHAPp, XL.

£ alirg for grave C oxﬁa’erfrian.v when we accompany
“onr Nesghbours to the Grave alfo preving Deag),
rightly fliledshe King of Tervonrsby three dygy,.
zacnts 3 and that it is a [ad [ymptome of d cay 4
Godlinefs, when the [ight of Death is uot lajd 1,
kbearty affigning threc canfes of sur not laying it 4,
bears 3 with [even (hort Prallical Hints to laft-
sug recovery. :

g SIGN XL.

Hen you can [fee [pectacles of mortality
| carrying to their long home 5 and be g
| prafiically unconcerned 5 a8 thodlgh your felyes
WE’E”Semptfdfrom I’}(h"e ﬂtﬂt of mona[,';y‘ ;
T | The
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The great Concern of the Fudgement dayto come,
Heaven, and Hell, refts upon the Authority of our
Faich, as to any obliging infloencey toa good heart
and life’; and from hence it becomes fo.little oue
onely concern in matter of due preparation, left”
we mifs the benefit, and meet the woe, AT H E-
18 M E having fo great a fhare of room in our
hearts; and here the Devil hath the more room to
play his pranks, and gain credit for his allurements,
his trade lying altogetherin prefent things, which to
fenfe are molt prevalent, efpecially in conjunétion
with Pleafore and Profir, defired and belt hinted
by the Tempter to our conftitution, in which he is
always careful to prepare meet baits for a feafting
or fafting condition. A man naturally inclined to
Drunkennefs , fhall not want that fenfitive Devil
to attend every motion; Sir, bereis good ware
and clear, what will you buy? Andif to Unclean-
nefs you beinclined, he will paint Harlots Fores
head, with this faying, Come, et 4s take our fill of
love until the morning, let us folace odr felves with
lovesy there is nothing lies in the way, I have
drawn the Curcain between the light of fudgment,
Heaven, and Hell that cannot fee us; for the goed
man 55 not at home, be i gone & bong jowrney, Prov. g,
18, 10. Thus with much fair [peech the fenfes are
prevaled upon, to them foln watrs besng [weet,

" axnd bread caten iv feerst pleafant; while we fce oty

that the dead ave there, and thas ber guefts arein the
depths of Hell: No Councel being called in the
Court of Confeience, what fhall the end of thefe
things bes Hence Sathan carriesus captive , till 2
dart ftrike through our Liver , asa bird hafteth to
the fnare, not knowing it is for its life,

Bag
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But becanfe we fhall not wanet a witnefs for God
in our own Confcience, thac may even fuic as pre-
valent with our fenfes, to fuimon usinto a tng
__examination about our hereafter ftitey the Wifdo
of Heavenhath ordained, that man fhall die eyey
ws it 35 appointed for menonce to die, but after thi
the judgment, Heb. 9. 27. Hence comes it to pafs
that Jeit at any time we fhould let the pra@ical pare
of this Do&rine flip out of our minds, God pre-
fents us wich fpectacles of Mortality every day :
for as foon asour Pallace hath tafled che mear, it js,
paft away into Deaths C/_mmber.r, and we fee it in
the kind no morey which to a Wife man in the
Contemplation, may yield more honey for hig
jmitation, thenthe Bee can get from the fweetep
fower for its Winters nourifhiment: Yet becaufe
this Meditation may not pierce enough, that every
, -day other Creatures lofeth their lives to preferve
ours, and we not onely feed Deatb, bu: truly feed
#pon Deathsit pleafeth God in hisineftimate love to
our everlafting good to befet our fenfes even with
yet nigher concerns; for fuch a Prince, that in hig
Royal Apparel fate upon the Throne but the o-
ther day, we now fee carried to a place of Rotren-
sefsand dead mens Scwlls, there to be entombed
a companion for Worms , till ‘the Fudgment day,
when all that are in their Graves fhall come forch,
fome tothe Refurretlion of Life, and fame to ¢he
Refurreétion of Damrationy with which Refle@®ion
Kings and Beggars ought to behold fpe@acles of
Mortality., But becanfe this thoughe may not be
roo remote, God pleafeth to admonifh us daily by
the objects of our intimatelt Acquaintance; and
left that fhould not fufficiently prove our concern,
at laft comes home to our Bed-fide , taking captive
: ¢ oug
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our Hufband, wife, Child, oxr Servants that we fee-
ing them go before us from our arms into a Pit,
whither we muft atfo follow fhortly , and at fuch |

a Providence not to be awakened W
our loirs girt about,
and our lights burning, as t 1
fenfibly, thattheir Lord 153 coming: Oh it’s buta
while e’re we fhall bear the Midnight-cry, Bebold |
the Bridegroom cometh, Trim '
your Lamps , every days morfel gives hiots of this,
every Death-bed Relation fpeaks no lefs: But to
fee the mighty brought down, the tall ftoop, and
the ftrong become a8 flax, eyes grow galtly, bands
feeble, joynts trembling, beauty turping into rote
tennefs, becanfe man goeth to his leng home, and
the Mourners going abont the ftreets, may not
this be read with Jamentation, while we refle@
upon this weighty objed, that is fo vifible to our
fence , and we as practically unconcerned , 38
though we from the hke ftate of Mortality were

exempted. . :
Is not this manifeft, that even while we are pre-

fent, and following the Corpfe to the Grave, cur
Communications, Geftures, and Meditations be-
fpeaksus earthly, fenfual, and devilifh, Femes 3.
15. what meaneth
trim and adorn our worms meat with the beft out=-
fide we can attain Or come af, while barren to think
whatdoth God by this reach my fo1l; Oh the levity

and excefs where opportanity is given ; the imper=| !

tinent difcourfe, the diftance from graviry, the

[welling Prideand Oftentation fhewing it felf, ready
to crave and contend for with difdain a chicf feac,
asif {0 folemn a fervice, of all others themoft fo-
femn, werea Theatre to fhew ous antick fafhions,

83y

hofe that know this |

your Lamps 4 trim .

elfe, that aforeband we care to |

ich all dilie___

\
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gay trimming, and popalar applaufe, rather ¢h
vercnous foul s When fhoold we n"norc manzfr;[;
our Crucifi@ion to this World by the Crofs of our

Lord, then while we behold the Azothe, weeping for

" anonely Sen, feven Children weeping bitterly tq
parcc with fo dear a Father and Mother , who fe
place they muft now Kknow no more, and
with their perfons converfe no more: 0} death
where’s thy [Fing , Ob grave where is thy vilory 2 §
am made a Widow, I facherlefs,motherlefs, childlefs
this day . 0/? Aéfd!l)f”, my fM,m]ﬁm Abfu/om, Wou/
God I bad dyed for theeymy fin, my fon. Now fo,
fpe&acies of Mottality to be but hke a fic of Tooth.
ach, nolonger remembred, but while the angyify
jafteth ¢ Thef@things premifed, are eertain Marksg
of adead ftate, or deep decay in Godlinefs, and may
feafonably call upon us to enquire.

Ducft.” What may be the caufes of fuch (tupidicy
under fo immediate a-concern, as to behold the
feet of them that carry my neighbour to the place
of darknefs to day, muft fetch me (as ic Were) to
morrow to the fame place,

Anfwer 1. Looking too flightly at fo weighty an
obje&, or a notlaying it to heare.

2ly. Omifiion, to confider how much greater the
change fhortly will be | that now muft follow this
grear change,

3ly. Inward or bidden Atheifm.

Firlt, looking too flightly at fo weighty an ob.
ject, or anot laying it to beare,
Deathis not called the King of Terrenrsin vain :
foricisin it felf terriblein three great refpe@s,
Firft, itcomesupon a terrible meflage, and dotk
terrible execution where it fixeth, and carries afj
the living to a place of ¢errible darknefs, it leaves
King.
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Kingdoms without Kings, Cities without ¢Afagi-
fHraes, Boufes without Inhabitants, Children with=~
out Parents, and is accompanied in all its Travels
with Lamentations, and mowrning, and woe,
Secondly, It is terrible, becaufe it fpares none _. ..
where ever it comes, old or young, rich or poor, free
or band y cbild or [uckling : If you are white with
age and expericnce, go you muft; if green with
jeuth or childhood , ftay you cannot, Facob that
could wrefile with God, could not out-wreftle
Death, Abfalom could not out-ride it, nor Phara-
oh, that in the heat of his luft {peaks, {aying, I will
por(ue, Iwill overtake, I will dvvide the [pail , my
Lufbs (ball be [asisfied, YT could not out-drive
Death, The Wifdom of Selemon s the Strength of
Sam[on, the Riches of Dives, muft all wither be-
fore this rerrible one; if the fafery of 2 Kingdom
depend upon the life of the King , the hopes of 3
Family, the fame of a pedigree, the foundation of
Riches or Ledrning, yet down goes all by this
Sythe of Death, Inour memorys they that conguered
Princes, and made the Nations trimble , are now
lodged in filenee, and cannot contend with a grafi=
hopper » He that but the othet day by pewer or po-
licy conquered a famous Army, and b;ought about
as firange a change, yet now jodgeth in a placeof
Rottennefs and dead mens Sculls! Zthat have written
this,and 270 T that now aré reading this muftsmnfE
al! thortly go off the Stage, and turn into duff. But,
Thirdly , Itis terrible, becaufe it admits of pe
Ranfome; if a King would give his Kingdom, if a
General would give his Army, the onely hopes of
the famoufelt Family that ever the world had, can-
not offer a fufficient hoffage : Ob Death , thow ars

Serrible. ‘Thow once camelt in a Famine upon the
Land
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Land of Egypt, and though they could noc theré
perpetuate life, yet but to adde days, they became
thy bondf-men, bleed, {weat, purge, vomit, fie
from City to Countrey, from Countrey to Camp..

___from Camp to Cottage, from Cottage to a Dang.
hill 3 Skin for skin, yea all we bave we will give for
L ﬁf‘: Gen. 47- 13,14,15, 16. 17, 18, 19. read
and confider. Andihere wasno bread inallthe Layy

fur the famine was wery [ore ; [o that the Land a;'
Egypty and all tbe’land of Canaan fainted by v afon of
the famine ; axd Jofeph gathered up all the meney thag

was found in the land of Egype , avd in the land of

Cannany for the corn whichithey boughe ; and Fof:ph
brosght the mowey into Pharaoks houfe s And Wk

ghe money failed sn the land of Egypty and inthe land

of Canaan, allthe Egyptians came wunto Fofeph, ang
Said, Give ws bread, for why fhonld we die inthy pre.
fence 7 (mack that) for the money faileth: dnd F,a
feph fasd, Give your cattley and I will give you breqy
for your cattley sf monnfu'x_l s and they bronght theis
cartle wnto Fofiph: And Jofeph gave them bread i,
exchange for horfes, and fortheir flocks , and for 1}y
cattle of their berds, and for the affess and be foq
them with bread for all their cattle for thar years
When that year was ended | they came sunto bims ths
Second year, and [aid unto bim; e will not hide is
frommy, lord , how that our money is [pent | my lord
alfo hath our herdsof cattle there s not onghe lefr in
the foht of my lord, but enr bodies and our land;s
wherefore [hall we die before thine eyesy both e and ouy
Land ? Buy us and our land for bread, and we and our
‘land will be [ervants wato Pharach s and give us feed,
that we may live, and not diey that the land be nor dps
olate, Here is remarkable thac Purchafe from the
King of T ERROXRS, but alittle refpice, ( for
at lait dye they muft. ) Firlt,
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Firtt, They drain all the Money throughout the

Land of Egypt, that goes for bread, to keep life a

hietle longer : When that is gone, then
Secondly, They facrifice their Horfes, Flocks,
Cattle, and Affes, to keep life a lictle longer ; Oh

| Death, thou arc the Terrible one, will not thisdo 2

_ Thirdly, Then comes skin for skin, our money
is {pent, my Lord alfo hach our Herds of Cattle, we
have nothing lefc but our Lands and our Bodics,
why fhould we dye before thine eyes ? buy us and
our Land for Bread ; but nothing can perpetuate
life, our all at moft can but a little adde miinutes te
our few frail days! Oh the figbing, wringing of
hands, (miting on the breaft, wailing in the {ireets,
thac this Terrible Meffenger caufech | woc, oy
woe, takemy all, fpare but my Ifaack, 1 will beg
wich him ac a Grate, rather then feaft without him
at a Pallace : Take alimb, fparebut the life ; then
we cry, Come, come away Phyfician for Chrifts
fake, do your utmoft, and make what conditions
youwill, favc but life, the Lading never fo coftly,
and fetched from far, all the Saylsand T'ackle, yea,.
and Ship it feif, let go to préferve a litle longer
refpite from this King of Terronrs | Oh Chriftians,
you look too flightlyat this weighty objeét, that are
1o more pradically reformed by the fight of it: If
11 good earneft you would live to God while frail
life fafteth, look through the Glals of your dead
neighbour into your ows death; you fee him to day,
but muft fee him no more; and the fame meffenger
will kxock frortly at your door. Let the meditation
of this obje&-fink deep into your heartsy unlefs
the common end of the fighs will quit you from the
zaffe, |etit not rob you of the pra&ical fenfe | 'lay
to heart what you fee, commune with itupon Ym:jr
edyin
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bed, converfe with it whicherfoever you go to

fafh,or feaft, ever praying with good fob, 7,4

zeachme (o to number my days, that I may Ay my
beart to trae Wifdom, Amen, ‘ 7

. But fecondly, A fecond caufe why we are 43

more pracically concerned, may be this, Omig. |
on, to confider how much greater the change wjj; |
thortly be, that now muft follow this greatchange i
Is the Servant thus great, how great then is the
Mafter ? Isthe Harlisger 0 great, how great they
is the Pringe ? s the Forlorn-hope forerrible, hoyy
sevrible thenis the whole Army ? Doth Dear)y de.
populate Kingdoms, turn the world into a Chaos,
Sodoms and Gomorrah into a Flame Beanty ingg

Rorrennefs, a Lyoninto contempt, a Kinginco afh.

es: How terrible then moflt Lesths DE AT gy

be? while the fir@ is but the fore-runner of the

falt » Ischeone certainly Terribley the next that o),

Yows, is then irrepasrably TE RRIBLE ; one
carries us from a temporal Pain to a temporal P g
the other carries us fromthis Pseto an ETE g.
N AL PAIN, wherethe worm (hall sever ceafe
gnawing, andthe fire [hall never ceafe barning. Do
we now fee wrinpings of hands, fhakings of heads
eremblings of joynts, fearfulnefls of fpirits, angui(};
" of foul ! Death being but the in-letinto 2 worfe

plice , for the lofty that now faith to God, -Depare
from as, for we defire nor the knowledge of thy Lawy
Thereis but two {taces to follow Death | but Ok
how weighty are they ! one worth all our ftudy to

koow it 1a the joys of it, the other worth af] our
meditation to avoid itin the woes of it: Can yon
pafsto the Grave fide, and behold your neighboue
laid in it, taken from his bed of Deun, laid in his
bed of D4, and not be heartfull with Confidera.
tion,

EL T
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| Yon, (uying, Is chis greac work the laft, or thall

“vocks of the mountains y [4)ing:

' this, If che Heavens b
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the Judgment follow afcer this, and Heaven Or Hell
after thar 2 'Heed and meditate what the Spiric faich,
Rev.ao.ix.12 15, Ard Ifaw a great white Throne,
and bim thar [tenupan ity from whofe face the earth
and ‘the heaven fled away, and there Was found no
place forthem, ~AndT [aw thedead [mall and great
Jtand before God, andthe books were opened, and an-

‘other bosk was opened., which 1 the book,of life s dnd the

dead were judged ont of thofe thirgs which Wwere write
Yewin the book s, according vo their wor ks: And whofo-
€ver was mot found written inthe book of life, was caft
into the luke of fire. Andthek ngscf the eavih, and
the great men, and the rich mex, and the chief ca-
Ptasnsy and the mighty men, and ever} bond-man, and
‘ery free-ma-, bid themfelves 17 the densy and in the

to the mountainy and
vocks, Fall on us, and hide ns from the face of him
that fiteeth upon the Throve | and from the wrath of
the Lamb s for ;/),grm; day /f his wrath s comes and
who (ballbe ablero ffand? Chap.6.15,16,17. AS
fure as now we r=ad this, we (hall beac and fee this;
yea, and except timely laid to beart, {hall alfo feel
¢ all full of blacknefs, we
ask the meaning , if cerrible Thunder and Lihgte
ning, ot the earth full of Barrennefs, or the City
full ot Flames, or its Inhabitants full of Deaths 3 ot
if we hear the noife of Cannon like Thunder and
Lightning, we ask, What is the matter 5 and fhall
we fee Mourners go about the {treets carrying him
to his long home, to be lodged with worms, that
but the 'ocher day fate upon a flately Throne in
greac and rerrible Maje(ly, and not refle& thac we
thall follow', and what will follow after? Do we

undertake a #/4ry and 0ot counc.our Strengeh 2 ‘Ot
X do

-
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do webuild a Houfe and not confider the Colt; ordo
we cakeffa long and dangerots Voyage by Sea, and
not forefee the cafualties 2 The wife forefee the cvsl
and hide themfelves . Do we know to Death we Owé
a debt, and be will fhortly knock at our door, angd
call us to deliver up our Captives, and {hall we not ask
what will come after 2 Will not Jgnorance here proye
Damnation, and are weunconcerned? Ob ! che lifting
and labouring, and running hither and chicher o faye.
our olvn Houfe from burning, when we [ee our neigh -
bours Houfe on Fire? do we thus for Teptpora'[;’ angd
(hall wedo lefs for ¢ rermals 2 do wethus for a Bogy
and fhall we do lefs for a Soul ? mwatch ye tberef‘rrg
and pray always, that you may be acconnted worthy t;
efcape all thefe things that [} all come to pafs, and 4,
ﬁdyd[wfare the Son of AMan, LuKe 21. 3 5. .

But Thirdly, A third Caufe why we can fee SpeQa,
cles of Mortality carrying to their long whom, and e
as practically unconcerned, as thongh from the
like ftate we were exempsed may be chis; Yoward op
Hidden Atbei{m.

The grand defign of the Devil in all Ages, s po °

keep perfons from the knowledge of God, or at [eaf}
fo to conceive, and comprebend bim, as to pay no
religious Reverenceto his being, and foverignty oyer
Mankind; There are two things feeks to bear eacly
contrary rulein Man, theone is Reafon, the other i
Senfe, . The firft of thele, in its Authority havine
dominion, leads us our into a rationalenquiry, img

¢he original or firflt Caufe of dll chings; -and this brings

-xo'the acknowledgmient'of a Deity,  The faft of thefe,
Maa is moft familiar. with, and apteft to be led by
Henge.it comes to pafs fo many.in'the world turnBryi.

tifh, living onely after the dictates of fenfe,and even in |

the beft of men,& in the beltof their fervices tora i eity

there |
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will not fome mixtures of inward or hidden Atheifm
waating ; for in the Corinth Church, fome had,
not the knowledge of God inthe right notion of ir;:
but upon vifibles, kad no further cbjed or endy
Hence one is of Panl, ind another of Apolle, a third of
Cephas, thus turning thelife of Religion into outfide
chiefly, being led by the prevalency of fenfe, which
is that that keeps Reafon under Bondage ; we fee eve=)
ry day the Bealts of the field feek their food, and ha
ving foundir, live upon it, never further making ena
quiry, how or whence it ¢ me ; thisfenfe teacheth,
but.God hath endaed man with a more noble faculty
of underftanding, whick puts him upon this. great
cnqmry_ ;

How things come to be in the pofture they now are,
and whether they had beginning, and from what caufes
By this way of giving Reafon its full feope, wecome
to enquire inco the truch and original of our being;
how and whence it was, and come (0 underftand the
Author of our being ; and this | eads us into an enqui-
ry ingo the ends whereforg we were made, whether as
the Bealts, onely to Ejt and Drink, and Sleep, and
Die, and fo no more, or whether the Author of oue
being, did not defign fome nobler end in onr Crea
aton.

‘Thus Firt, Being rationally fatisfied that our being
is from God , we from hence are neceffitated to grang
God hath the like partand property inus, to goyern
and difpofe, as we account in Reafonand Jultice we
have in whatfoever we truly make and are the original
of ; Hence cvery man lays claim and propricty to bis
own, to difpofe and orderafter theintent of its oris
ginal, and would men but give Reafon ics full exer=
cife, God would gain more ground; and Senfethe
‘door of Atheifin, be more Kept in the flation God

o T UXa o deigned
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defigned it too,  Reafon being a noble principle that
will know as that man'is, fo what manis, and where.
fore, and chis fighvof mins radonality, brings him
allo o a fenfe and feeling of bisown frailty. -~ Hence
fecing Morality is writin his Fore-head; and that in
procels of time, he mult come to be fick and die ,
and ‘not onely leave his ‘noble parts: butalfo his ag.
chiev:ments, or fruits of allhis Travel, ‘and libour jy
che Wo.ld: By chele means men come to enquire in-
to thenitare of thit deach or annihilation which doth
befall chem, and whether it thall be eternal or not,
Thus Religion giins ‘grm.md uponthe racional pare
of mankind, and Atheifmis kepr under; and thig
brings not only a Deity into reverence and adoration,
buc what belps or means foever chis Deity hath afford.
ed, are fought after with inward defire to'the fulleft
arrainment poflible.  Thus the holy Scripiure, where

mee wich, 2re had in high eftimadon, cheit precepes

Obeyed, their promifes Loved, their threatnings Fegpm
ed, thas ftep by (tep, we afcend ro the knowledge of
fa-ure things, and fo come to concern our felves, and
be converfant about the one thing needful or thonghes
of ererml Weal or Waoe', and now every thing of
God, heard or feen, hacl fome fovereign tendency
thiswly ; Sus, Moon, and Srars, Fraits and Plants,
Sumuvier and wincer, Night and Day, Plal 19, Teg
the Heavens declarethe glory of God, andthe Firma-
mint [beweth his handy work, day unto diy wttererh
fpecch, night wnto might frewerh kniwledge, his Law
perfelt, converting the Sonl, his Tiftimonies (ur’, ma-
Ching Wile the fimple, moredver, by thefe inan is
boa . ded, aod underftandech that in keeping the fame,
g great roward, ] ot 1RE
“rhas' mans Fraifey, ~and death being underﬂogd,

o Refurredlion and Fadgment belivved, a Heaven and
: Hell
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Elell in meafure comprehended, with defirable delight ;
an increafe of knowledge in thefe great premifes ; the
Author of them GO D, theway and means of them
]ES}] § CHRIST, is now more and more thirft-
ed after, and this leads toa practical fighc of thofe
daily fpe@acles of Mortalicy, fhutting the door of
Atheifm and Senfe, keeping open thedoorof Faith
and Hape in the comfort of its object Heaven, and evi-
dence of its prefence, -as not onely certain, bet at hand,
I fhall now clofeall with a few fhort Medications to
all fuch, as upon the through perufal of  this my poos.
lahour, find their hearts fo much warmed in the gene-
ral, as.to be affe@ionacely willing for furtherance in
their everlaiting journey , 0 accept and practically
keep company with thefe few following Hiats, .
Y. Beever learningthat ES S ENT [ AL ever
to be learning, but never learnt ) Leffon, S E L F-
DENIAL. :
' 2. Readmuch, Meditate more. 81
3. PR AY = toobtain Life, wAT C H ate
@void Death, ‘
4. Beoften yetired, and
s, Truft your own. Hearts 5 &
trust the Devil.
6. Auvoid the appearance of the leaft fin, a yow |

wonld the g reatcft Poifon-
7. Live to God a little while, and you fhall live

With God toall Eternit)s

1 fall now break. off writing, having caft my'poor
Mite into Gods publick, Treafnry,as one lift, (if God
will,) to encourage the Growsng Chriftian, and reduce
the Decaying Chriftian 5 5f any be bestered byit, - T have
wmy. end  Give God the Gloryy to whom “throygh
Fefus Chrift by the belp of the holy Spirit, be all due
praifes afcribed.in Heirts with T'ongue and Canver(as
% for ever and cver, Amen, THE

there talking With Ged
much as you will




BOSTSCRIPT.

Hereas it is cowmonly (aid (and

it mdy ‘beto the prejucice of ine

in my (redit, Trade, and liveliboid )
shat 1 bawe yearly a'lowance for Preach
ing,. ond: that wy loffes by [ewveral Tvrpri-
‘(onment s, and the [ufpending of my Trade

or fome Moncths, upon_ the late fewere
AG againft Meetings, bave b en made up
‘and repaired by Contributi i from others.
Thefe are to let all wnder(tand whom it
‘doth or may any ways concern o that the
aforeﬁzid reports, are againft all truth
‘and juftice ; For Ido bere publicky de-
‘clare, that 1newer reccived for Preabing

Bl : ; oue




The Poftfcripts = »
ae . way or other, to the value of tem
Pounds, thefe 1wenty Years. . Andthat.
for my ten feveral Imprifomments, oneof
which._ coft . me. Sixfeore: and. Twelwe
Pounds, “befides twenty fix Weeks clofe
confinement frons Shop, and Trade, thas
Inever received any thing towards the
repair of that lofs more then fourteen
Pounds by the band of a particular
Friend. Another time, feveral Months
extream Sicknefr, occafionedonely by ana-
ther refiraint, which coft me abave fifty
Pounds , befides Keepers Feer, whi'e
veduced [0 low by a wiolent Feaver, as 10
be diftraSted feveral days, and all wifi=
ble hope of Life_departed, being beldin
my Bed, by firength of Elands wany
days.  Astomy Damages [uStcined in
(butting up my Shop fo many Moneths,
upon the aforefuid acconnt, 1 openly awerr,
that Inewer received any thing of any
perfon or perfons towards reparation
therein, though I can faithfully affirm,
that an bundred Ponnd woyld not hawe

(.me




; ~ The Poftfcript.
done it.  This Publication 1 make tothis

jmrpofé, that ﬁtcb perﬂmr a8 bawe others

 ‘wife conceived and fpoken of sme . may
beundeceivedtherein, and fo Farewell.

FRANCIS SMITEL,

Fune 15. 1672,







