
signs ef a Trying er decaying Chri^iaa, 2 § ^ 
to God, and Loye to your Soul keep a day, or fucfi a 
part of that day, in fuch a retired place, with fuch a 
frame of Spirit, onely in Meditation on the Perfon 
and Paffion of your Lord; ray Soul for thine, thus 
doing Devoutly, Conftantly, and in fervent Prayer,-
the Profit will be unfpeakable. 

3. Keep up alfo a conllanc remembrance oipafi-
"fences^ and perfinal-frailties; And the Good Lord 
give his Bleffing. j^meft. 

,C A A P. XXXIX 

Bemonfirating, that in tvcrj Manthere u a Majler-
/ « , which wwj^^f Killed, or it will ; andkotv 
tHfrocefs of lime, this me L O T H E D , mnj 
come to be again L I K B D , mith eight Steps, hy 
rvhich it gradnAllj gets nerv admittance, and four 
Caufesaffignedof this Decay, andanccefitj ajfert-
tdof our Mortal EntnitJ to all Sin. 

S I G N ; XXXIX 

T 7 X J Hen ptt canremtmbcrfAjlfinsecm' 
V V ntittedy rather mtb Liking then Lo-

•'hing. 
By paft fins here, I would be nnderftood to intend 

and mean thofe fin? the Scripture calls right Eye, or 
'•'S'lt Hand fins, that is, fuch fins as in time paft W 
the fole Dominion and Government over us, to which 

yielded up our Bodiesas Servants do to their Ma f-
ters.or Children to their Parents. y f W ^ ^ ; ? f t W « fuch 
' thing in the world, orhdy of Manas chief,or a mafier-
'•^, may be very proper to fpcak fomewhat tfnco 



2 8 4 Sign^siff a Doling srdtmjinsChriHUn. 
this place 1 A».d in frtcefs ef time after this f%n hath Oi 
ceived^ ^"*^^f ^'^^ of ahhvrrency ̂  it rt^iy come % 
to receive fame healing a^ain, or be remembred mtb U 
likinz rather then loathing, may alfo be very ufeful to f. 
fneaK fomething unto under this head, with fomecaq, h 
fes afticned hovo and Vfhy thut comes to f^s, and fotne f j 
remedies how this m^j be curedjhtx^ begun L 
^ '«^ .^ whereabout to come. Now to the hrft tfiing L 
nrcmifed. whether there is or not (bch a thing in the {(, 
^ M Rodvof Man) asfome hn that hath Rule ( , 
T d G o t r n S n c h i e < thatis That although every 
Man in his unregenerate ftate hath many fins unto I il 

hirl he pavcth homage, yet thefc very fin s have as t 
fwe^e a leading or Malter fin that doth command in 1 
Chief- as there is many Devils, lo there is a Bel^bub 
or prince oCDcvi/s. and as there is many humours in f jo 
the body of Mah/o there is fomeone fr^dominant hu- i' | 
cour. Blood, Ficgm, Chokr, Mdancholj, ^t^ the J, 
parts of which we all partalce, yet feme one of thcfe in f j« 
all men have a chief propriety j And hence it comes to K 
nafs from the predominancy of ourConftitutions.Thele »"ij, 
l a d us out to affcd moft fome particular ^ For t 
thouph it is true, wicked Men love alU»» as it fuits with % 
Tntereft and Indication, yet they fet a chief love upon 
that «in as falls moft under their natural Cw^itmion ; P 
V/e repute not a Man to be of fuch a Trade, becaufe •' 

now and then in an Artifts ftiop may ufe that ' 
ArtiRsTools, but becaufe he is wholly addided there-
unto : Hence wc call fuch a mari a Carpenter, Brick- »•. 
layer I roiamongcr,^^. becaufe eadi of thefc are given l '^ 
UP by way of conftancy thercnmto -, one is confl^nt % 
about his Timber, the other hi« Bricks, the other in I" , 
Mettles. In like manner, wicked men in Scripture take 'Pjij 
their denomination of b«ing called fuch afinner, as a \ 
Vrmkardy Femiator, Swearer, Ljar,SiC. not becaufe ' 

they 



signs of a Dying or decaying Chifiian, 2 8 j 
tliey have no other fin, for that were pfcpofterous to 
imagine, thatfuth as Drunkards, Fornicators,S'dteArert 
and Ljars, had not many more fins; but it is becaufe 
•ill other fins are as their JV«i!(<o«.%/ w tbefc Mafter-
/?»x; And were the Scripture is fiicnt, experience fuffi-
ticntly teacheth this, that as in matter of Meats and 
iirinks, though in the general we have a common af-
Jeaiontoallthat God hath ordained for food; Yet 
one man hath a more fpecial refped to this or that 
meat, (ome flejh, (omefijhi and in the fame little fa
mily, ont child hath a fo/eph or Benjamins part, though 
the reft of the Children are not thereby exempted from 
,1 child-like afTcflion ; And as in our natural body, to 
fome members we attribute more care, as they are 
moreufeful,and their lofsmore painful, hence it comes 
to pafs that without any premeditation the Hand 
( though as truly a part of the Body) yet will receive 
the blow to fecurc the Head, as being a more noble 
part without which, Nature tells us, thcreltottne 
Body cannot fubfift ; hence it comes to pafs, that as 
our experience tells us, fome Men are naturally more 
inclined to Drmkennefs then any other fin, others to 
CovetoHfnefs, others to Fride, others to Vncleartnejs, 
others to Idlenefs, others to Talkativenefs, others to 
Paffion, &c. and thefe may moft properly be called 
the members of ourBodies; the right hyc, ornghc 
Hand, thus David had his Jhfalm, SamfjoH his 
DaUilah Herod his Heredias, pdas his B^g, &c. 
How evident is it in Scripture, let the corilidcratc 
Reader judge? That when once the awakening Spirit 
of Conviftion came to any Sinner, i t lead him, to 
learch out, and cry moft againft that Si/i of all other, 
apprehending that as the King-leader of all the Re
bellion . and this i$ noted in Scripture with this Brand, 
^ight Hand fin, right £yijt»i 4h mint Iniquitj! 

hit 



226 S^gfti ^ cr decaying Chri/liaa, 
his o^n laii^mtj, his oW« Sick»tfs^ his own //̂ ^ ' i ' ' 
Fiafjie of his \irpft 'Heart. Mac'25. 29, 30. 2'satn V 
2 2 r 2 4 . t Kinf;s 8. 38- 2 Chrod. 6. 29. if, ' 
mariner, from the very influence of the confticution if 

• perfons naturally are addided to one predoniinanc r 
Virtue more then other; A/c/"«forhis Meeknefs, ^ 
for his Patience Who of a more fiery perfecucinj, (î ' 
Spirit then b"^ [oon ashis HeatandCol/c? 
was turned into the right Channel, who more zealous 
labouring more abundantly then the reft, went more 
Tourneys, through more Perils writ more Epiftle, 1 

• endured more Heaths, ashimfelf f^ith, i» Deaths of / 
te>,, asihitzd.of tothelal}, aclar^e j ' ' ' 
declares; by all wfitch it may cvidencly teach us. cb t̂ 
certainly we have oar chief Corruption or Mafter-lu(> \^ 
1 never met with a Ce'nvert in my days, butwoultj ' 
knowingly confcfs be knew his Maflef-fin. and chat U 
one Devil did more predominant in him then the re(t i> 
of the Legion, and was the ob/eft of his Sorrow 
Prayers and Fears, more then any other fin and in- t ^ 
deed ch îre is a caufc ; for generally the right Eye fin \/ 
is of fucli affinity^ thatiteven.Sociace9 in the capacity 
of J member of the fame Body. , " ^ > i" ĵi 

And this brings meto the next thing premifcd, that V*' 
this Mafler-fin. ,in procefs of time, may befcnriem- V ' 
bred with liking, that is, upon refleaion of paftf in . '"V 
ful Ads, not to' have fuch manner of Indignation, V''' 
Zealand i\evenge, as had been in their efpoufal day.' 
This is the ff r l l Step or In-Ict, toreri^w acquaintance V 
with an old Enemy ; and'atthisDo6r,v hath rtiahya f j ' 
poor Soul, admitting of a parley wi th , what they M 
ought to have fled from, made good tlie Apoftles 'jUi'' 

• wordf^ The ' Dog is turned to his Vomit again, and the ^ ,4̂  
Sow that was "iVitfJ.e'd to her Tvallowifig in the Afire, 'jilt" 
I f once a right Hyc fin, through the Devils Subtilty^ 

and 
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signs of 4 DjiMg er decdpng Chriftian^ 2 87 
and our oiniflion to watchfulnefs, can bt/c gain fo mnc'» 
credit in the eftimation of that f hriflian, oat of 
whofc heart i t was formerly caft. • Thit will be afa.r-
*;r overture to bring about thefe eight gradual dangers, 
ftep by ftep to get new poffeffion, and may end in-
mortal War. , . _ 

l i r f t . To fuRgefl that there is not fuch a neccflity 
of that'otter ellrangsdnefs as hath been for a long 
t'tne ; Thus much ground given, lets the Enemy into 
the outmoft works; and now having gained abetter 
<>pinion in the mind then was, attempts a fecondfiep* 
ind that is CO put the declining Chriftun, f ponm-
minatinc or entertaining into the fancy, fome delcfta* 
blc thoughts of acertainkindof P eafure orProffc 
in renewing this acqu«intance; and from bencc^ fin 
Rains a third ftep, and that is, confent of the Will ; 
!>y this time the Field is more then half won and a 
Hrong Combate is now working , the two 1 owcrs 
-ight and D^rknefs. Yet tentoone, butthew.ll.a 
arriedCapave. partly complying, partly rcfra.mng, 

'he Gharris of Sin offering pr^lent encouragement, 
^^ow doth the external fenfcs, yeild the.r utmofthelp 
to damp Faith, and quicken Scnfc; Ah I By this means 
Sin gailisa fourth ltcp> and that is, to turnconfenfi 
into Aft ion. and now with our firfl Mother admit
ting the Tree, pieafant to the Eye, and profitable to 
make wife • (he takes of the Fruit, and Eats Tranf*. 
greffeth, that is, turns confcnt into A f t ; this wa« 
^fie way the Devil took with Achan, hehrltlooKs 
'pon the accurfcd thing as Goodly, from thencecon-

fented and aded; by admitting fin at firft to take 
thefe fteps, ground is gained to a fifth, fisth and 
fcventh, that is , a rcitterailinfl the fame A d , in -
o A(Sf, or a Cuftomi and then into glorying 

turning A^s and Rebukes, into Solmm com-



plaint. Pro-i). J 4 .9 . I oois make a mock at Sin A ^ / 
this leads to Obduration, or hard-Heartednefs j 
without a Miracle, ends in final impenitence V . 
which. Good Lord deliver us. y. from J 

How weary once was Jfrad of the Land of E?yi>t 
and groned under the Bondage of their Task-nnltei,' / 
asappca sbythewordof truth. 5.7 
Lord (aid, I have feen the afflidi.n of my l^e'eph which 
are in Egypt, am have heard thetr cry by reafon of 
their Tasl^maBers, for ik^ow their Sorroyvs, GoJ 
'^fJMmi ^ r---ŷ ' r a ^ ' '^'^'fUyyj^ \ 
that f^w this did deliver them, by a mighty (lroK,r 
Ha»d ie brosight them cut, o f which they were m 
gladj yet in procefs of time, begin to change their 
opinion, and forget the bittemcfs of their finful Bon 
dsgc faying. N>mb. i r . 5 , 6 . If'eremember the fia, 
Tvhich we did eat in Egyp: free/j, the CHcumhers.tiL 
the Melons, and the Lecl^s, and the Ontms, but mi» 
tur Siul is dried away, there is nothing atallbclldes 
this Mannah before cjtr eyes. Here they flight Anpels 
Food of Gods providing, hankering after their old 
Bondage again-, ful.filling the Decay in this Sign as 
witncfleth that grievous complainc. EKCI^ 2 3 / 2 1 
Thtu thou called^ to remembrance the leudnefs'of th 
roHth, in br»iftng thy Teats by the Egyptians , for the 
Pap of th) Tonth. Ifrael is aweary of God and his 
Provifion, faying. Let us mak.eaCaftivt, and return 
into Egypt again ; Neverthelef^ , / have fomewhat 
ttgaiy>fi thee, becaftfe thou haft left thy firfl Love, Rev 
3.4. I I * 

^ e f t . What may be the Caulks of this Decar 
that /)4y? fins which was once ourSicknefs, and Sore 
may ih procefs of time, gain better reputation in our 
Hearts., • ..^ 
t jinfw. Firft, Forgetfulnefs'of that pinching Bon 

dage. fifi in^tiraes paft. brought upon us. Secondly", 
Ouc 

f 

r 
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signs of a D]wg er decayingCkrifiiaji^ iS^ 
/ f j Our not confidering the Sting that ftill remains in fin^ 
^P'.'i or that there is in the nature of it a conftant enmity, 
A both againft God and the Soul. Thirdly, Ourun-

lenfiblenefs of the woeful l/Tue that will attend the 
renewing Fricndrtiip with S'.n. Fourthly, Our not 
-eeping d liiy in our cccount, in its Auchority the great 

y "Jay of our account. But foracthingtothefc Caufcs 
'/(ft in order. 

' And firft, Our forgctfulncfs of that pinching Bon-
/ . "̂ "S ,̂ fin in times paft brought iipon us. This may 
jri,) appear by but calling to mind, the Servile, Slavery 

3nd Drudgery it put us upon before Convcrfion, 
while weferved divers lufis, yielding our members Scr. 
'''ants to all unr ighteeufnefs, adding Iniquity to Iniquity 
in our right Wits we fhould take it witli the higheft o f 
I ndignation, to haveinfeparably fatkned tousa dead 
'iians Body' to carry up and down the Stench and 
-othfomcnefs of it wherefoever wc went, stEedand 
'•'Os^rd, Court and Camp; fuch company would ren-
kr us unmeet company for a Dog, and in it felf, 
I'ore tedious then Death it felf •, (cous) yet he that 
"ades in fin, is worfe befet with worfe Lothfomenef?, 
iiough with the man in the Proverh, hekpowethnot 

''''at the Dead are there, and that her (j Hefis are intht 
• •'•pths of Bell. Lets but call to remembrance when 

'' A we lived in Drunkennefs or Uncleannefs, &c. hovf 
Tin did debauch and unman us; hoiv many fowl un-

eaftlikeAfls did this Monfter S I N Carryus, asfo 
!^ny chained Captives after its filthy Lufts? Do we 
"tupon confidcration, loath the very thoughts, and 
' e afhamcd even to name the things done then in fe-

y ' '•'•et? Oh / The rottennefs and Egyptian Difeafes 
i' that Sin hath brought upon us; bcfidcs, did we not 

1 this ftate, mock at God, his Servants and Services, 
ein^ fo followed with an accufingconfcience, that 

, V 2 we 



j p o signs 9f M Vying fir dicaymg ChrlflUnl 
wc dutft not leave one Sermon of Death, Judem'or.* ^ 
Heaven, or Hell-, Oh Chriftian Itisforgecfuinef: 
of this ^ gives fin frefli encouragement to give th^ 
new vifics, but remember, and the good Lordhel 

• thee to rt-membcr, though the Gup itprefents thcp 
wirl) be gllr, the Liqnor in it is mortal I'oiforj, 

Stcondly, Our not confidering the Sting that fiijj 
remains in fin, or that there is in the nature of it a 
conftant Bnmity both againft God and the Soul, j j 
is a high piece of deceit wherewith the Devil Trades 
as to the Garment put upon fin, as i f there were fonic 
real pleafure, or red profit in fin, and its Service, 
neither fo Bitter, nor its end fo Painful; Who fuch a 
Fool as to be perfwaded Fire will not Barn us, nor 
Water Drown u ? or believes he can makeaLcif^ue 
with it, not to hurt him? Js not Fire, i^/rf/*/?? j j 
not W.iter, ^yatcrfti/l ? Hath the Sea loft its property 
caft thy felt upon its proud Waves, or into burnirjo 
Flames, and try i f neither can touch thee ? Is not 
Poifon, Poi/ea /?»'//; becaufc we fancy otherwifep 
Alas! Alas! Doth not the heft of Laws tell UF, that ' 
this Monfter is enmity againft God, not capable ' 
of changing its nature, andfoundernopofsibilityof ' 
accepting my terms of Peace. Is it not impofsibic ' 
to make Fire and Oyle dwell together, one muft over- ' 
come ; there is no way to remove this Enmity, buj ' 
by killing of i t , many have thought of killing Sin ' 
by Yielding to fin, or killing Greater, by yielding to a i 
Lcfler; like the. rebellious Son, tempted daily by ! 
the Devil to be Drunk, murder his Father, and ravifh ! 
his Moihcr; he makes terms with this Enmity, to ' 
avoid the two lafl, fubmics to the firft, which was'but [ 
a making provifion for the Flefli with the more bold-
refs to run into the reft. We think when wctake E 
the Devils counceJ, we may put ouc the Fire, byad-

dinjy 



signs of a Vying er decaying chrijliAn, a p 1 
ding Fewcl- while God faith, Who is Love it felf 
touch not, taft not, handle not. pafs not by *t turn 
from it, pafs another ^^y, whether the D e v l i n fin, 
fmile or frovn, the Rimity is the fame. Oh tnat 
this were tnore confidered by ProfcfTors ! I t would 
animate them more with Enmity agamlt ttiis bn-

"^'xhirdly. Our unfcnfiblenefs of the woeful Iffue 
lhat will attend the renewing friendfliip with lin. I t 
had been better never to have icnown the waysot 
God, then alterwards to depart from the Holy Com-
mandment; fuch a ftatc doth great y aggravate our 

,F, condemnation; for it leaves us without all manner ot 
cxcufe. He that never knew better, being not o 

lii' blame-worthy, as fuch that knew their Mailers w 
" and did contrary. And this experience gives a woe u 

account of, faying, the relapfed D.feafe in die " t . 
body, fcldom or never comes but with mortal con-

r, 9ue(t. In like manner, who fo audacious m the afts 
% S f f i n . asth.t mantha^oncehadefcaped.tsoldpol. 
( lutions Give our bleffed Lord leave to fpeak here, 

>yhen once the tinclean Spirit isgoneoHt »i ^'^^"'/J 
f: ^atketh through dry places, feeki^g «/^. ^^d^ndmg 
f mn;, then he^fa J , I ^Hl rcf^rn to .n, l ^ f il^ 
I whence I came out; and whe« he u come, he findeth tt 
f'' ^mpty , f l p t , andgarnilhed. Then goetb he and 
t taketh Jith him fevcn ether Spirits more wicked then 
( himfelf, and thej enter in, and ' ^ f ^ 
I laji fiate of that man is -worfe then the firfi. One De« 
,/; vil bore rule before, imagining it were the Devil of 
' envy Now Sijvcn worfe Devils hath this one Devil 

brought with him, the man was envious once, and had 
got the maflry over i t ; but took no good heed to keep 
his ground in Gods way, and with Gods flrength, m 
procefs of time, loft the fcnfc of that bitter fruit , this 

' V J too? 
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292 Signs ef A Vpng or dccsyhg Chrijliatf . is' 
roor of envy had brought forth ^ now the fame man i$ W 
become a Monfter, not barely Env\ous,h»tJmplacab/e 
Proud, given to ivhsredom. Brankennefs, IdoUtrj, f 
Covctoufnefs, Btafphemy. Now all pad Convi<a;ions V ' 
Acknowledgmcnts,Remorfe,Senfe and forrow for fin irl 
times paft, is turned into Stupidity, and Impenitcncy, a '|){ ^ 
making light or mock at God, turning Bruitifii ; 
V>hofo doth fuch things fhatl mt inherit the Kingdom of .f 
God. Rev. 21. 8 > Butfhall have their part in the Lal^ |)t)' 
ifhich bssmeth with fire and Brimftone, which is the •/ 
fccond Death •, from which implacapablc eftate, the f 
good Lord deliver us. jimen. • 

Fourthly, Our not keeping daily in our account' 
( i n its authority } the great day of our account, is the f , 
great caufc why we can remember paft fins,ratherwith / 
liking then lothing. Profcftbrs now a days, content 
themfelves with the bare notion of the "judgment day to ;tiJ 
ro;?»r,Iittfe pondering how great it is, and how near it is; 
did we as much concern our fclves about this mighty f 
truth,as the man that hath a gangrenncdArm to be faw, \^ 
led off from his Body, doth concern himfelf how he msy {f' 
ht fitted for it , and bear the anguifh of the Adt, and 
jofs of the Limb, it would have more Authority upoti 
our Hearts and Lives, to believe that we fliall certainly \^ 
give an account of all our deeds done in this Body, [li 
whether good or bad, is one main principle of the (I" 
ChrifHan Faith; and to be ignorant that this account |c' 
muft be very fliortly given, is our fin ; for the timq [i' 
is at hand : for Space, it is but a moment, and for ((' 
pace/ it is b'!t two Steps we have to take, thefirf t \i 
into 'the Grave, nnd that will be (hortly, Ur the (D 
J ' /W w Z&sr̂  at Night this Step will be taken; the S 
feconditep is to be taken when we awakc, and that is }i 
jn the Morning. ' Oh ! How little d:d the man in the $ 
(Gofpel dream, that i i s Suti was fo near being fee 



$ign$of A T>fing er decaying Chrifim, 
(dns day) Son tah thine cafe,eat,Dri»k.^f ^/ »>^'-ry : 
TkoH V ol, thrs night fbMthj life be tahn from thee 
Can we fay welcome co Deaths knock ; ^^^^^^ 
.nd d.d w.it for this call to be earned to tbe^udfimenr 

.ny accounts ateftated. Hunehoufefet .n order my 
Jward(hip ended. Now Death brings m bcfcre 
the Throne of God, and of the La"^^, t i m 1 m̂ ^̂ ^ 
hear that bleff.d yoyce. Thou hafl ^ ^ ' ' ' ^ ^ l , ^ . J / ; 

snwardly and ^ O " ' ^ ' ' " ' . j^Treis but two 
doth yet remain, and that ^ n they ftiall fay 
flcp ere we be i " ^"•'''^'^-^ 
( even Profcffors ; peace f j f j ^ f p j , „omaff 
firuBion comcth up^n them at ™ « J . , 
^-.ithChU, ''^^^^'/^^''^ fn f tTerp "t ons, to 

It is a sovereign remedy ^^''f ll^l^^^^ to carry 
the moft alluring Luft. •"^^^J'^^^S^J^^g^ent-feat. 
the afTiuIts, as already f ^ ' ' ' w h a t f^ak in that 
and ask how J ? , ^ * ' ' ^ U ^ ^ 
day. Surely bnt t l ^ hig^^ 
Court in his own Confccnce, and ti b 
demn. and execute die f̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  and by Gods 
Male/aaor , It wouM^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ toanother 
b l . f l i n , prove ^ Jj^^^^^^^^f^f -..ehim courage to look 
kind of L i f ^ i 7 u , p „ f e w i t h l o v - Doubt-

icfs had ^ f - w h a c 

would be the con^ q ^^^.^.^ ^^^^^^ they would 
lefs upon ^%J,^'^"<^,kbcdtowecpon. rather then 

" J nrenSes gr teful baits for feme to putJudgmenr,^ 
, r S a v of Pflr account farthfft P^, F^^?" '^'^ 



Signs sf a 'Djhg or decaying Chri^U». 
t j t i on is ncarcft. 1 fhall conclude all with rhj^ 
blefled word of the holy Apoitlr , 2 Cor. | . j j / , 
t l . fVherefore we luf/our, that yfhethcr -prtfem or ^* 

fent wt may he acctfted of Godfor w* mufi 
fear before the Judgment-feat of Chufl ^ that t-vf' 
one may receive the things dove in his body , accord,),,, 
to that he hath done whether ,t be good or bad ; knowi^ 
therefore the terrour of the Lord, ^e ptrfrvade ^ t^ercjort IK": -y *->' "--""J ivi ytriwaae men 
From this mighty conlideracion the Lord God per 
iwade our minds to be given up to a conftant Kfedi' 
tation. while it's called to day, that the day of our 
account will certainly and ftiortly appear; And 
fo I pafs CP the Fouraeth and IdUS gn of Decay 
Gadl.n:fs. - <i 

, C H A p * X L . 

C'a^**'g f^^ l^*'^' Cotif derations -mhen we accompany , 
our Ht»ghboiirs to the Gravealfo pnvlng Death* 
rightly ftilenithe King of Te^ rears by three Argu-
mtnts i tend that It IS a fad fymptome of d cay i)} 
Godlinefs, when the fight of /jeath is not laid ta 

hearty affigning three caufes of tur not laying it d, 
heart; with fiven jhort TraClical Hints to a Uf}. 
ing rfcovtrj. 

S I G N X L : 

W Uea you can (ee fpe^facks of mortality 
carrying to their long home, and be as 

praBically unconcerned, as though your felveS 
jieife}cempled from the like flate of mortaliij, " ' 

7 



Sigm 6f A Dfiftg tr dtCAying Chrijliari. 3^ y 
The great Concern of the Judgcmnt d^jto cemct 

Heat/en, and Htll, refls upon che Authority of our 
Taich, as to any obhging influence, to a good heart 
and l i f e ; and from hence it becomes fo. little OUF 
oncly concern in matter of due preparation, left 
we mifs the benefit, and meet thewoe, AT.HE-
IS M E having fo great a fliarc of room in our 
hearts; and here the Devil hath the more room to 
pUy his pranks, and gain credit for his allurements, 
his trade lying altogetherin ^refent things, which to 
fenfe arc moft prevalent, cfptcialiy in conjundion 
with Pleafure and Profir, defirtd and belt hinted 
by the Tempter to our conftitution, in which he is 
always careful to prepare rrieet baits for a feafting 
or fafting condition. A man naturally inclined to 
Diunkehnefs, fliall not want that fenfitive Devil 
to attend every motion; Sir, here is good ware 
and clear, what will you buy.? And i f to Unclcan-
ncfs you be inclined, he will paint a Harlots Vore-
head, with this faying, Ceme, let us take ««r pHof 
iovt mtil the mouing, let us fo lace cur felvts mtb 
loves s there is nothing lies in the way , I have 
drawn the Curtain between the light of judgment. 
Heaven, and Hell that cannot fee us for the good 
man is not at home, he i4gone a hng journtj Prov,7. 
X8. J9, Thus with much fair fftecb the fenfes are 
prcvaled upon , to them floln wattrs hetng fweet^ 
and tread eaten i» feeret pleafant; while W |ce not, 
that the dead are there, and that hir gnelis trttn tht 
depths of Hell: No Counccl being called in the 
Court of Confcienci, what ftiall the end of tbefe 
things be;- Hence Satban carries us captive , nil a 
dart ftrike through our Liver, as a bird haftcth tc> 
the fnarc, not knowing it is for its life-
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But becaufc we fliall not want a witncfs tor Go(| 

in our owa C'>nrcience, that may even fuitas pj-g, 
valenc with our fenfcs, to fummon us into a i\r\^ 
examination about our hereafter ft.ite, the Wifdoin 
of Heaven hath ordained, that man fhall die even 

, ^ it is appninted formcnonce to die, imt after thit 
the juJgmenty Heb. 9. 27. Hence comes it to pafs 
that Iclt at any time we fhouid let the praftical part 
o f this Do^irine flip out of our minds, God pre-
fentsus v/ith fpeflaclcs of Mortality every day • 
for as foon as our Pallate hath tailed the meat, it is 
paft away into Deaths Chambers, and we fee it in 
the kind no morej which to a Wife man in the 
Contemplation, may yield more honey for his 
imitation, then the Bee can get from the fweeteft 
flower for its Winters nourifhment: Yet becaufe 
this Meditation may not pierct enough, that every 
cl;;y Other Creatures lofeth their lives to prefcrve 
ours, and we not oiitly feed Death, but truly feed 
fiponDe(itb',\t plesfcthGod in his ineftimate love to 
our everlafting good to befet our fenfes even with 
\ c t nigl)er concerns-, for fuch a Prince, chat in hi? 
Koyal Apparel fate upon the Throne but the o-
iherday, we now fee carried to a place of Rotten' 
•nffsZvA dead mens Sculls, there to be entombed 
i3 companion for Worms , til l the ftt^gment da* 
when all that arc in their Graves fliall come f o n h , 
fome to the ^jfHrrfUion of Life, and fame to the 
JiefttrriflioK of Damnation; With which Reflediion 
Kings and Beggars ought to behold fpeAacles of 
Mortality. becaufe this thought may not be 
too remote, God pleafeth to admonifh us daily by 
the objeds of our intimateft Acquaintance ; ancj 
left that fliouldnot fufficiently prove our concerna 

iaft comes h9>ne to our Bed.fi4e ^ tajiing captive 
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ing them go before usfroro our 

a Providence not to be »w»Kenea wi 
gence to ni.ke ready, h^^.ng our !o.^sg.rtab^^^^^^ 
and our lights burning, as ^^ofe that know ,. 
fenfibly, thattheirLord "^ '^^^S: Oh '̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
while e' e wef lu l lhcar the I^.'^J^^S^^^/' f J , ;^ 
the Bridegroom comcth. rnmyour Lam^^^^^^^^ 

every Death.bed Rela 'o^^^^^ the tall Hoop, and 
fee the mighty b^ou f j ^ f ,ow gaftly, hands 
theftrong become ' l ^ . f i ^ ' S t V turning into rot-
feeble, );oy"»5'-='"^''"Sj h^^^^^ and 
tcnnefs, becaufe man goeth to nis io K -
the Mourners going about the itreets n, y 

this be read with l - ^ ^ X ^ ' i s t fXle to our 
opon this weighty obj^^a tĥ ^̂ ^ '^ concerned , as 
fenc. and we ^ f ^ ' ^ f ' ^ ^ of Mortality were 
though we from tiie liKc 

^ T S : ^ ; h i s - n i f e f t , th=. while ^ a . p ^ ^ 
fent, and fo^owing the C . , p 
Commumcations, Gettures, ^u" ^ 
fpeaks us earthly, fenfual and ^ev l i jh i . « ; r . 3. 
1« What meaneth elfc, that aforchand we care to 
] L f n d adTrn our worms meat - t b ^ h e j , ; ^ 
fide we can attain or come at. while b^^JJ" ^^.^^ 
whatdoth God by this teach mj fo'^l) Oh the I t n i y 
and excefs where opportunity is given -, the imper
tinent dlfcmrfe, the diftance fron. J f ' - ^ ' f r ' ^he 
fr.cUir,(rPrUe»niOfientatio» fliewing it felf, ready 
to crave and contend for with difdain a cbitf fear, 
asif f o M w « a f e c v i c e , of all others the moft fo -
(ctnn. were a Tbcatpe 19 ihcw our antick fafhions. 

gay 
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gay trimming and popular applaufc, rather then a U 
vercuous loul : When fhould we more roanifeft « 
our Crudf id ion to this World by the Cro f i of ou 
Lord, then while we behold the ^ o f i r r w«p ,w for 
an onely Son, feven Children Weepino bitterlv 
part with fo dear a Father and Mother , whof 
place they muft now Icnow no more, and 
with their perfons converfe no more: Oh death f ̂ ^ 
when*/ thy fiing , Oh grave -where ia thy viHory f j f j f 
am made a Widow, I fatherlefs.motherlefs, childlefs 
this day ; Abfalom, my foM, my [on Abfabm, wguid 7<" 
God I had dyed forthee,my fon, my fon. Now foe f\\\ 
fpedacles of Mortality to be but like a fit of Tooth- 'V 
ach, no longer remembred, hot while the anguiO, 
l a l k t h j Thef t things prcmifcd, are certain marks 
o f a dead ftate, or deep decay in Godlinefs^ and may "' 
fcafonably call upon us to enquire. 

^ r f f . What may be the caufes of fuch ftupidity 
under fo immediate a Concern , as to behold the ''S' 
feet of them that carry my neighbour to the place IV 
of darknefs to day, muft fetch me (as it i^ere) to illl' 
morrow to the fame phce, (t 

Anfver i . Looking too flightly at fo Weighty an 
obfeft , or a not laying it to heart. \ 

aiy. Omi flion, to confider how much greater the 
change fhortly will be , that now muft follow this 
great change, ijjj, 

3ly. Inward or hidden Atheifm. '''^j 
Firrt, looking too flightly at fo weighty an ob» J 

j ed , or a not laying it to heart, L 
Death is not called the King of Terrours in vai^ : y 

for it is in it felf terrible in three great rrfpeds. [i 
Firf t , i t comes upon a terrible mefllige, and doth '"fii 

terrible eiccution where i t f i x e t h , and carries all 
!fhe living CO a place of terrible jdarimfi i t leaves 

K i n g . 
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Kingdoms without A'»»^f, Cities without (JI^Agi-
firans^ Houfcs without Inhabitants, Children with
out Parents, and is accompanied in all its Travels 
with Lamentations, and ntwrning, and woe. 

Secondly. I t is terrible, becaufe it fpares none_. 
where ever i t comes, old or young, rich or poor^ fret 
or hond . cVUd or [rnkjlng : I f you are white with 
^ge and experience, go you m u f t j i f green witJi 
),uth or childhood , ftay you cannot, facoh that 
could v>rejlle with G o d , could not out-wrcftle 
Dtath, Abf^lom could not out.ride i t , nor P W 
oA, that in the heat of hisluft fpeaks. faying / 
furfuc lmll overtake, l^Uld^vtde the fpott mj 
lulis Ln be {.tisfied, yet could not out.dnvc 
Deatb\ The Wifdom of Solemn , b̂e Strength o f 
San,(on, the Riches of D>ves, muft f ^ ' i ^ be
fore this terrible one, i f the fafcty of » KmSdotn 
depend upon the life of the King , h^pes of a 
Family, Ibe fame of a Pedigree, the foundation ot 
Riches or Learning, yet down p " . ' J 
Sythe of Death. In our mmorj, they that cc^uered 
Princes^^^r^i made the Nations "^^^ 
lodged n filenee, and cannot contend with 3grafj' 
hopfer : He that but the other day by PO^er or PO-
l.cV conquered a famous Army and brought about 
as ftranse a change, yet now lodgcth in a place of 

this,and roV that now are this 
all fliortly go off the Stage, and turn ' " t<>Jf 

Thirdly , I t is terrible, becaufe «t 'dmit . of no 
Ran^ome ; if a King would give his Kingdom, f a 
General would give his Army, the one y hope's of 
the famoufeft Family that ever the world had can
not offer a fufficicnt-^x-M'- ^ ' ! " * ' T 
terrible. Thou once cameil in a Fitome upon the 

Land 
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Land o t E g j f t , and chough they could not there 
perpetuate life, yet but to adde days, they bccanie 
thy bondf-mcn, bleed, fweat, purge, vomit, flyg 
f rom City to Countrey, from Countrey to Camp 

. - f rom Camp to Cottage, from Cottage to a Dung! 
lull i i'ki" for skl»j ye* alt rve have vne will give fJr 
a life: Gen. 47. 13, 14, i«r> i ^ , I 7 J I 8 , 19. read 
and confider. And there was »a bread i» all the Land 
fir the famine was very fnre ; fo that the Land of 
E^yp, and all the land of Canaan fainted by '^;ajon of 
the famine; a»d J'f'ph gathered up all the mtney that 
wof found, in the land ef Egypt, A»d in the Und of 
C anaa», for the corn which they boughtand Jofpb 
brought the momy into Pharaohs houfe: And when 
the money failed tn the land of Egypt, and in the land 
ef Canaan, all the Egyptians came unto Jofeph, anj 
faid, Give MS bread, for why fjould we die ,»thy pre. 
fence ? (mark that) for the money failethx And Jo^ 
feph faid, Give your cattle, and I will give you. bread 
for your cattle, if money fail; and they brought their 
cattle unto Joffph: And fefeph gave them bread \« 
exchange for horfes, and for their flocks ̂  and for the 
cattle of their herds, and for the affesi and he fed 
them With bread for all their cattle for that year: 
IVhen that jearwas ended, they came unto him the 
fecondyear, and faid unto him, Wi will not hide it 
from my, lord, how that our money is fpcnt, my lord, 
alfo htih our herds of cattley there is not ought left in 
the fght of my lord, but our bodies and eur lands ; 
wherefore fhall we die before thine eyes, both and our 
land ? Buy us and our land far bread, and we and our 
land will be fervants unto Pharaoh ; and give us feed^ 
that we may live, and not die, that the land be not de-
folate. Here is remarkible that Purchafe from the 
X/«X T E R RO U RS,bui a little refpicc, ( for 
at lati dye they m u l l ) t i r f t . 



signs of a Dying or decaying Chfijtian, 3 0 1 
Firit , I hty drain all the Money throughout the 

t i n d o f Egypt, that goes for bread, to keep life a 
little longer : When that is gone, then 

Secondly, They facrifice their Horfes, Flocks,' 
Cattle, and Affes, to keep life a little longer •, O i l 
"DeAth, thou art tile Terrible one. Will not this do ? 

Thirdly, Then comes skin for skin, our money 
is fpent, my Lord alfo hath our Herds of Cattle, wc 
have nothing left but our Lands and our Bodies 
why (hould we dye before thine eyes ? buy us and 
Our Land for Bread •, but nothing can perpetuate 
life- our all at molt can but a little adde minutes to 
our few frail daye! Oh the figbing, wringing of 
bands, fmiting on the breaft, wailing in the ftrcets, 
that this Terrible Meffenger caufeth ! JVoe woe, 
wof, take my all, fparebutmy ifaack-, 1 Will beg 
with him at a Grate, rather then feall without him 
at a Pallace ; Take a limb, fpare but tbc life ; then 
We cry. Come, come away Phyfician for Chnits 
fake, do yourutmoft, and make what conditions 
you wi l l , favc but life, the Lading never fo coltly, 
and fetched from far, all the Sayh and T<*ckl^^ • 
and Ship it felf, let go to prefervc a little longer 
refpite from this Kir,g of Terroftrs \ Oh Chnltians, 
you look too Jlifhtly 3t this weighty obj^U, that are 
no more praftically reformed by the Hght ot i t : I t 
b good earned: you would live to God wh.ie trail 
life lalteth, look through the Glais of your dead 
neighbour into your o»» death • you lee him to day, 
but muftfeehim no more; and the fame mefenger 
wi l l k!iock^lhortly at your door. Let the meditation 
o f this ob jed fink deep into your hearts-, unlefs 
the common end of the fight will quit you from the 
tafie, let it not rob you of the pradical /cw/c • lay 
to heart what you fee, commune with it upon your 
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bcJ, converfe with ic whitherfoever you go f \ 
fa(t,ot ftafl y ever praying with good f , h , i , ^ ^ K 
teach me (o to number my days, that I may apply f 
heart to true Veifdom, Amen. ' f j 

But fecondly, A fecond caufe why we are no ' j i 
more praftically concerned, may be this, O m i f l j , / , 
on to confider how much greater the change wil l ' ' j 
(hortly be, that now muft follow this great change i t 
Is the Servant thus great, how great then is the H 
MaAer f h the Ha^lhger fo great, how great then 
is the Prime f I« the Forlorn-hope io terrible, how t 
terrible then is the whole Army ? Doth Death de, (\\ 
populate Kingdoms, turn the world into a Chaot r, 
Sodom and Gomorrah into a Flame , Beauty into 
Rottcnnefs, a Lyon into contempt, a King into a(h- f . 
cs: How terrible then muft Eeaths DEATH K 
be? while the firft is but the fore-runner of the A 
iaft Is the one certainly Terrible, the next that foL ' , 
lows, is then irrepxirablj T E R R I B L B one 
carries us from a t e m p o r a l t o a temporal Ptt-^ i** 
the other carries us from this T i t to an ET E R. r 
HAL P A I N, where the worm fhall never ccafe f 
gnawing, and the fire [hall never ceafe burning. Do 
we now fee wringings of hands, fliakings of heads i''' 
tremblings of joynts, fearfulnefs of fpirits, anguifh \^ 
of foul ! Death being but the in-let into a worfe 
place; for the lofty that now faith to God, Depart f? 
from for we defire not the knowledge of thyZtw; ' |f' 
There is but two ftates to follow Death , but Oh t'̂  
how weighty are they ! one worth all our ftudy to i*' 
know it in the joys of ir , the other worth all our l" 
meditation to avoid it in the woes of i t : Can you 
pifs to the Grave fide, and behold your neighbour f 
laid in i t , taken from his bed of D<r-^n, laid in his ^ 
bed of D>if^, and not be heart-Tuli with Confidera- *' 

t i on . 
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t 'on, ( jying, Js this grcac work the la(i , or Ihd l 
the Judgment follow .ifter this, and Heaven ox Htll 
after t h u c H e e d and meditate what the Spirit faith, 
^^'^'.20.11.12 15. Ani If aw a great white Thretie, 
and him that J^te upon it, from whofe face the earth 
aid the heaven fed t,way , and there ^ as found «a 
place for them. A»d I faw the dead fmall and great 
Jl-in,i before God, and the books were opened, and an
other lso)kwas opened, which u the book^of life ; and the 
dead were judged out of thofe thirgs which \\>ere writ
ten in the booker, according to their woi kj •. ^»d whofo-
evtr was mt f iund written in the botk^of life, ^ai c^ft 
into the Lks of fire. A^d the k.>'l' "f"^' 
the qriat men, and the rich men, and the chief ca-
f"*ins,a»dthemivhtymen, and evtrj bend-man, and. 
ivsry free.fy.a^,hidthemfelves inthe dent, and ,n the 

•rocks of the mountains, faying to the mount amy and 
recks ̂  Fait on us, and hide us from the f.ce of htm 
ib,t fttteth upon the Throve , and j rem the wrath cf 
the Lamb, for the ̂ rtat daj <f hts ^^'rath ts come, and 
nho jk^llbeabieiijland? Chap. <5 15. AS 
W e as now we r.ad this, we Oiall hear and (ec this; 
yea, and except limcly Uid to heart, f l i i 1 ^llofeel 
this. I f the Heavens be all full of blacknefs we 
ask the meaning, i f terrible r W r r and Z ^ ^ t -
ning, or the earth full of Barrcnntfs, or the City 
fu l l ot Flames, or its Inhabitants full of Deaths ; or 
i f we hear the noife of Cannon like Thunder and 
l ightning, we ask, What is the mattery and Ijiall 
We fee Mourners go about the ftreets carrying him 
to his long home, to be lodged with worms, that 
but the 'other day fate upon a {lately Throne in 

3t\i terrible Majefly, and not refteA that wc 
ftiall fo l low, and what will follow after? Do we 
undertake a fFar, md aoi come out Strength ? Oc 

X do 
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do webujld a Houfc and not confider the Coft j or do /f' 
we take a long and dangerods Voyage by Sea, and A 
not forcke the eafualtics ? T i f wife forefee the tvil }\ 
^nd hide themfelves ; Do we knoiv to Death wc owe '/ 
a debt, and he will ftiorcly knock at our door, and I'̂ 'i 
call us to deliver up our Captives, and fiiall wc not ask i( 
what will come after ? Will not Jgmrance here prove f 

and are we unconcerned? O h ! thelifcina 
and labouring, and running hither and chither to fave (f' 
our oWn Houfc from burning, when we fee our neigh - (i"' 
bours Houfe on Fire ? do we thus for Te^psrals, and / 
fhall wedo lefs for / teneals ? do we thus for a Bojy f 
andihall we do lefs for a Soul ? fVatch ytthereftre / ' 
and pray always, that yon may he accounted worthy ta 
tfcape all thefe th.ngs that ji all ccme to pafs^ and to ' 
pandhcfore the Sen of Man, I.ukc 21, ? 5, ^ 

But Thirdly, A third Caofe why we can fee Spe(aa, f 
cles of Mortality carrying to their long whom, and be l» 
Bs pradically unconcerned, as though from the f 
liKe Hate wc were exempted may bethis^ Inward or ^ 
Hidden Atheifm* ,j 

The grand dtfign of tW Devil in all Ages, ?$ to [I" 
keep perfons from the Knowledge of God, or at leaft P' 
fo to conceive, and comprehend him, as to pay n» |i' 
religious Reverence to bib being, and fovcrignty over j ' 
Mankind; There are two things feeks to bear each 
contrary rule in Man, the one is Reafon, theotheru jt 
Senfe. The Hrft of ihefc, in its Authority havint^ \ 
dominion, lesdsu^but into a rational enquiry, into ^ 
thv'original or firfl Caufe of all things; and this brings ii 
to the acknowledgment of a Deity. The laft of thcfe c 
Man is moft familiar wich, and apreft to be led by J 0 
Henee.it comes to pafs fo many in the world tumBruil \ 
t if t) , living onely after the didates of fenfcjand even in ( 
rbc bell of racniSc in the beftof their fcfviccs to a]:eity i 

there 
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^vill not fbme mixtures o( inward or tiiddcn Aihcifm 
fx; waviting- for in the Corinth Church, fomc had. 
not the knowledge of God in the right notion of i t j ; 
Inrt upon vifiWes, had no further cbjed; or end; 
Hence one is of Patd, and another of Apcllo, a third of 
CephM, thus turning the life of Religion into iiutfidc 
thiefly, being led bylhc prcvalency of fenfe, which 
!! that thu keeps Reafbn under Bond.ige; we fee eve
ry day the befits of the held fcek rhtir food, and ha
ving found it, live upon it, never further making en
quiry, how or whence it c me ; thisfcnfc reachcth, 
but. God hath endued man with a more noble faculty 
of underfhinding, .which puts him upon this great 
enquiry. ' , 

How things come to be in the ponure they now are, 
and whether they had beginning, and from what ranfc. 
By this w i y o f giving Reafon its full fcope, wecome 
to enquire inco the truth and original of our being, 
how and whence it was, and come to underhand the 
Author of our being ; and this leads us into an enqm-
ry into the ends wherefore we were made whether « 
the B*nlis onely to E^t andD ink, and Sleep, and 
"Die, and fo no more, or whether the Author ô  our 
being, did not dcfign fomc nobler end in our Cre
ation. . • 

Thus Fir i l , licingrarionallyfitished that our being 
i i from God ; we from hence are neceffitatedtograni; 
God hath the like part and property in us, to govern 
anddifpofe, as v̂ e account in Reafonand Juftice we 
have in whatfoever we truly make and are the original 
o f ; Hence every man lays claim and propriety to his 
own, to difpofe and order after the intent of itsori* 
ginal, and would men but give Reafon its full exer-
cifc, God would gain more ground; andSenfeth« 
door of Atheifo), be more kept io the ftationGod 
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dcfifjned ic too. Retfon being a noble principle that 
Will )fjRO ff as that m\n is, fc» what man is, and where, 
fore^ and thit fight of mins rationality, brings hiaj 
fllfo to a fcnfe and feeling of his own frailty. Hence 
feeing Moitality is writ in his h'ore-hcad-, and that in 
procefs of time, he muft come to be fick and die j 
and not oncly leave his noble parts bur alfo his at-
chicv:raents, or fruits of ail (ns Travel, andlibourji^ 
the Wo l d . ' By thefe means men come to enquire in
to the nuurc of th\t d.-ath or annihilatio;i wh,ch doth 
befall them, and whether it (hill be eternal or not. 

Thus Religion giins ground upon the ration.iI part 
of mankind, and Atheifm is kept under; and this 
brings not only a Deity into reverence and adoration, 
bur what helps or means foevcr this Deity hath afford-
ei are fought after with inw.ird defirero the ftilleft 
arrainm:ntpoflib!e. Thus the h ily Scripture, where 
met vvi;h, ;!rc h id in high eftimation, zhiixr precepts 
0'^s)ed-, lhs:r pr«mifef Loverl, ihw thrcatm»gs Fear
ed thus rtep by flcp, we afcend to the knowledge of 
fu:iirc things, and fo come to concern our fflves, and 
be conv.:rfanr about the one thing needful or thoughts 
of eternil Wed <>r W'oe ; and iv);v every thing of 
God. heard or feen, h^rh fome i"ov.-re gn tendency 
t'lisvv-iy; S">*, Ainon, and Stars, Fruits and Plants, 
Summer and fVlnter, Ni^ht a>td Daj. IMal 19. Tea 
the He.ivens decl-tre the glory of God, andt he Fii m.t' 
mmf (heweth his handy wor^^ duy unto d.iy uttereth 
fpetch,' night unto ni'^ht fl'cmth ^w.-U'/fi/je, hif Law 
perfect. Converting the Soul, hisTtflimonies (ur-^ ma-

•klnv Wnfe the ftmpU; more )ver, by riiefe UKin is 
b ra .dtd, and uaderftandeth thit in i^^f/):^^ t^f /^wf^ 

• is great rcrrard. 
Thus mms Frailtv, and death being underwood. 

4 Ixefarrtulii» and Judgment believed, 0 Heaven a*^ 
Htll 
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hi til in meafure comprehendeei, wichdefirable delight; 
sn increafe of knowledge in thcfc great premifes •, the 
Author of them G O D , the way and means of them 
JESUS C H R I S T , is now more and more thirft . 
ti after, and this leads toapraaical fight of ihof? 
d^ily fpedacles of Mortality, (liutting the door of 
Atheifm and Senfe, keeping open the door of Fa,tb 
and Hope in the comfort of its objeft Heaven, and evi
dence of its prefence, as not onely certain, but at hand. 

I (hiW now dofe all with a few ftiort Meditation* to 
all fuch, as upon the through perufal of this my poot 
labour find their hearts fo much warmed in the gene
ral. as'.co be affeftionstely willing for furtherance la 
their everlalting journey , to accept and pradically 
keep company with thcfc few following Hints 

r. Beever leamlngthat ESSE NT I AL( ever 
to he learning, k»t »'^'^'" '^'"""^ > ^'l>"*'' S E 1. t-
DENIAL. 
• 2. Read much. Meditate nfore. . ^ „ 

3. p K A T m toobtain Life, tvATCH^t^ 
avoid DtAt\\. _ / ^ . . j - • 
• 4. Be often retired, and there talking God. 

\ Trufl jour own Hearts , as much as jou 
trufithe Devil. r 1 r a ^. 

6. Aviti the appearance of the leaf} fin, oA joH 
would the greatefi?oifon. ^ 

7. Live to God a little while, and jou fhall hve 
Wit'hGod to aU Eternity. . . . „ 

1 [hall now break off writing, having c4 rnyjoor 
Mite into Gods pubhck.Treafury,as one lift, {if God 
Tvill,) to encourage the Growing Chrifltan, and reduce 
the Decaying Chrif.ian ; if any be bettered by it, I have 
my end Give God the Glory; to whom through 
f.efus Chrifi by the help of the holy Spirit, be all due 
fraifes afcf ibed.in Heart, with Tongue andCenverf4' 
en for ever and ever. Amen, T H E 



T H E 

W Bereas it is commonly faid (and 
it may be to the prejudice of me 

i f f wy Credit, Trade, and li'velthood) 
that 1 have yearly aHowance for Freach* 
ittgy and that my loffes by fe'z/eral Impri^ 
finmenti, and the fufpendtng of my Trade 
for fome Moftethi, upon the late fe^ere 
AB againjl Ueetingt, have b m made up 
and repaired by Contrthuiim from others. 
Thefe are to let all underhand whom it 
doth or may any mays concern , that the 
aforefaid reports^ are agaiaji all truth 
and jujiice ; For Idohere publicl^^y de^ 
elare^ that J ffever received f o r f m h i n g 

r,* : i V one 



T h e P o f t f c r i p t . 

one way or other, to the 'Z^afne of tert 
founds J thefe ttpenty Tears. And that 
for my tenfeveral Imprifonments, one of 
which co^ me Sixfcore and Twelve 
Pounds, kjider twenty f x Wee\s clofe 
confinement from Shop, and Trade, tha$ 
I never received aay thing towards the 
repair of that lefs more then fourteen 
founds by the band of a particular 
Friend. Another timet feveral Months 
extream S i c f y e f s , occaftonedonely by ano' 
ther reflratnt, which coji me above fifty 
founds^ beftdes Keepers peer, wki'e 
reduced f o low by a violent Feavcr, as to 
be difiraBedfeveral days, andaUvifi* 
ble hope of l i f e departed, being held in 
my Bed, by firength of Hands many 
days. J s to my Damages frfieined in 
fhutting Hp my Shop f a nisny Monethf^ 
upon the aforefaid account, I openly averr^ 
that I never recei'oed any th 'tftg of any 
perfott or perfons towards reparation 
therein, though lean faithfully a f f i r f f f , 
that an hundred found wonfd not have 

fjme 
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dom it' '^^^^ rublication 1 make to this 
purpofcy that facbperfon r ai ha<veotherm 
rp'tfe conceived and jpoken of tne , may 
Bsuttdecetvedtherein, and f a FaremU 

F R A N C I S 5 M I T H ; 

F I N I S . 




