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A P R o B L E M E demonHYated^ 

A N D 

J P j x c c l t b ; t h e e h f u i n g D i a l o g u e / 
I 6 i 4 i f t e a d o f zuBpi/lle t o the (l{eadir. 

T h e P R O B L E M E . 

N o Learned Efi^U/l9~man can moJe/liy 
pretend to l^noiv the meaning of the 
Hebrew and Greek Tongues ( f o far 
M they only concern the holy Scripture) 

:^,^'^any t^hit j?tore in fub/lance or ejfe^l, 
' than fuch us are Unlearned* 

The Demonfiratio7i* 

IS i t not the i i f i i a l refuge o f many in our 
Age to fly to their ( particular ) ski l l i n 

the Hebrew and Greek Tongues, as a f u f f i • 
cient defence againfl (uch as are not ski l led 
>ii the literature thereof, when oppofed a-
bout f u c h things, touching Rel ig ion , as for 
which the Eng l i f l i T e x t affords nothing > 
"^ea, i t is even deemed enough to filence 
tl^e Unlearned, when allaying torea lbn a-
bout Rel ig ion , to tel l t i l i m , T h e y arc un-

A learnedJ 



A Problem demonfl rated. 
^ learned, k n o w not the Originals, under-

ftand no Greek, 
U p o n this occafion I have taken this 

their Plea into confideration, to lec whe­
ther i t be o f fuch weight as is commonly 
thought . A n d vetily ( to the u tmof t o f my 
underftanding) i t feems to have nothing o f 
l l r eng th in i t : for (to fay nothing ol this 
vain boafi: o f their knowledge o f the O r i -
jrinals of holy Scripture, when yet they ne­
ver /aw them, nor know where to look f o r 
them i I fay, to let this pais) i f we coniider 
dil igendy wherein the ef fedual and f u b -
ftantial knowledg o f the Hebrew ^ Greek 
Tex t o f Scripture l ie th , welha l l f i n d , that 
(as touching Englilbmen) i t lieth not in the 
knowledge of the Charaders or Words o f 
thefeTongues ( f o r t h i s a C h i l d o f feven 
years o ld may k n o w ) but that which is the 
e l iedua l l knowledge o f the Hebrew or 
Greek Tongues to an Englifhman, is , His 
k n o w i n g the true Engl i fh of the Hebrew 
and Greek Characters and Words : For 

. j . / .N exan: pie, thefe ••'Hebrew and Greek L e t -
ot.^.y, ters avail an Englif l iman nothing lb long as 

he can only found thcni in the Hebrew and 
Greek Diale61sthus i Alc^hyBetb,Gimch(§c. 
or J Alpla>Bet.ayGamma^^c. But that which 
h the cflediual knowledge of theie Letters 

to 



•"'^^ A Problem demonfirated. 
I u^, to an Engli ihman, is to k n o w that they are 
Is, o f the farac fignification w i t h the Enghlh 

ĵjjj A . B . G . T h e Hke may be faid of w o r d s ; 
iJf^^^ f o r fo long as our Engl i f l i -men can onely 
J ic^ f ound the Hebrew word Ei, or the Greek 
iO^^K^^ij w o r d Iheoy i t edifieth not the underftand-
.̂oft ^ J i n g , but when we know thefe words are th(? 

fame in fignification w i t h our Eng l i fh w o r d 
Ing ̂ ^L, [God ] this is that underftanding o f the He-
,f tb^ , brew and Greek which to us is truly elFe-
^p^^^hoi <^ual: for whatfbever founds our lips pro-
0^^ r^ci ^nounce, be they Hebrew, Greek or L a t i n , 
\. coi"L our underftanding receiveth thefe feveral 
[ 31'̂ ^ g){ founds in the Engl t fh tongue. 
^ M[ This being evident, it now remains to be 
^^J'^g confidered whether i t be not pofTible (as 
jiot'i^ jl^ings now ftand) for fuch Englilh-men as 
^o^f k n o w not the Hebrew or Greek Chara^ers 
off^[|,g and Words , yet fo r all that to know the^ 

fch Qi mof t proper and ef fedual fignification ot 
\)iC^^^i the Hebrew and Greek T e x t o f the O l d 
J; Jind N e w Teftaments. 

fof That thus i t may be, and is, wi'Il thus 
|5 • . appear ; Either the Tranilations which we 

^c, have, are the fame in fubftance and eflect 
) l o l l y w i t h the Hebrew and Greek Bible , or they 

arc not. 11 they be the fame, in lubftance 

; cli ^"'^ ^^^^5 ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^^^^ ^ "^^^ ^^^^ 
itV/*iJ J ^^^^^ tranflated into Eng l i f l i , do l^now 

Az the 



A Vrohlem demon^rated. 
the fubftance and efFe6l of the Hebrew and 
Greek Bible . Yea/ur ther ; I f the learn­
ed Tranflators (whether Cantabrigians and 
Oxonians, or elfe the ]{bem?fts) themfelves 
knew the meaning o f the Hebrew and 
Greek Tex t of the Bible^ Then we who are 
unlearned do know the fame. This m u l t 
needs be true i or elfe we m u f t conclude, 
that they knew the true meaning, and yet 
delivered a falfe : but this were a great v io­
lation o f Charity, to t h ink that they won ld 
thus abufe themfelves and the whole race 
o f Englifh-men i orexpofe their Credit to 
everlaiting contempt, and themfelves and 

' followers to eternal de f t rud ion , and all this 
w i l f u l l y j a n d only about tlie f ignification o f 
Words and Letters, and not about the D o -
iStrine contained therein ( for Tranflat ion 
and Expofi t ion are two d i i n g s : ) But this 
( I fay) were a great breach of Chanty to 
think^ and m u f t needs argue great pride i n 
any to aff irm i and would certainly expofe 
not only fuch particular Learned-men,who 
f o h ighly ftand upon their Learning, but 
aUb whole Conventions o f them, to un­
avoidable f u f p i t i o n , let them give for th ne­
ver lb linccre a Tranftat ion s and the ra­
ther, becaule fo many emJnent for Learu" 
lug and Induf t ry , have y igofou i ly and una-

nimouOy 



A Problem (hmonflrated, 
ni fnouf ly preffed the Unlearned to adhere 
to the Engl i fh T e x t , as the undoubted l^otctt 
of God, fpeaking by his lively Oracles the 
^^criptures. N o w then, i f our Eng l i fh -
I r a n f l a t i o n be indeed the fame in f u b -
ftance and e f f c a wi th the Hebrew & Greek 
Bibles, at leaft to the beft o f the under­
ftanding o f the Learned Tranflators; and 
that their underf tandiug may wel l be pre­
ferred before the underftanding o f any one 
learned Englifh-man now l iv ing ; T h e n i t 
fo l lowe th , that fuch as k n o w the Eng l i fh -
Text , do in fubftance and cffed know the 
Hebrew and Greek T e x t , at leaft f o f a r as 
may ec^uallize the knowledge o f any learn­
ed EnghTh-man now l i v i n g ; Becaufe that 
which the Tranflators D I D know, the 
fame fo r fubftance W e D O know J A n d 
that which they attained to through much 
f h i d y , we k n o w without either learning or 
fliudy, further than to hear or read the Text 
o f Scripture i n our Mother -Tongue . For 
the Tranf la t ion which they gave fo r th was 
(by their own folemn proteftation ) :he i i t -
m o f t , for fubftance, o f their knowledge o f 
the Hebrew and Greek Text o f the Bible ; 
Bu t we have this their Tranflat ion, There­
fore we have in fnbftance the fame know­
ledge o f die Hebrew and Greek Tex t o f 

J1' ^^^^ 



A Problem demonflrated, 

the Bible which the learned Tranflators 
had. 

This might be further rlluftrated by the 
confideration o f divers Ar t s , and obfcure j 
Myfter iesjwhich at the firll were not f ound i 
out without great learning and travel j but ' 
when once a familiar difcovery thereof was 
made, divers have been expert therein, and 
that without the help of that learning and 
f l u d y which f i r f l brought them fo r th . 

As thus i The Unlearned may defend 
rhcmfelves in the ufe o f H o l y .Scriptures, 
when concerned in any Controverfie wi th 
the Learned about matters o f R e l i g i o n ; 
§ o aifo may they defend themfelves i i ^ u -
fing the Works o f Greek or L a t i n Writers , 
I D tar as they are found to be tranflated i n -
tp the Engl i fh Tongue. A n d this may alfo 
fcrve for an Apology for the Quprations 
alleaged in the enfaing Dialogue, whether 
f r o m Scriptures or Antient Writers, 

I f now i t f l iould be objculed^ That ma* 
ny words In boly Writ are left untraiijlatedi 
and that therefore we mu-ft needs depend upon 
the prefent Learnedfor help in fuch cafes^^c. 

T o this i t may well be anfwered, That 
there are fuch Lexicons, Dictionaries and 
Tables:, long ago extant, and yet remain­
ing, as may well fu{iice the yn lea rncd fo r 

their 



A Vfohlerh dmonfirated^ 
I their attaining to the true etymology o f all 
j-̂ t̂iilat" f ^ i^ l j words, at leaft i n fuch fo r t as may be 

u thought equivolenc wi th what the prefent 
[C^ H\i J^^^arned are capable to accomniodate us 

j w i t h , 'i' J>̂ iî  i-U.f . '^.-y i^:r<, :. 
jjgt&ij'l Hence i t may be perceived that the mode 
.jvel' 5 o f divers o f our prefent Scholars ( under 
ctco^^^ what f o r m of Re l ig ion foever ) i n their 

concradiding o f Tranflators and Interpret 
'iiiii^^'' tors, which have communicated toais rhe 
^^li. . holy Scriptures, or other AuDfiorsr, in the 
Jcfef" Eng l i f l i Tongue , is fo far f r o m forc ing the. 
rif^^'^l Unlearned to a neceflliry reliance upon 

^' them in thefe cafes, that in t ruth i t w i l l ra-
^ll^io^^ ther inforce them to a necefTary difclaim-

iJ? them, as not much regarding what they 
pts^^' either fay or wri te . 1̂ 'or it we have been de-
ĝ etl ' j ! ' ceived by all that have former ly pretended 
^^^y l̂i'̂  t o fcrve their Generations in thefe weighty 
^^ f̂ioii* and eternal Soul-concerns. W e fhall have 
^fj^f/j^^ fiTiall g round o f incouragement to believe 

that we ftiall be ingenioully dealt wi th , by 
l^/^/l^' fuch men, as ( t o the intent they may br ing 
^0^^' us under their devifcd fables and antifcrip-
^ i f ^ tural Traditions) do run that defperate ad-
Is,^^' venture to traduce the Scriptures as fa l f ly 
^h^\ tranflated, 

iiaiii' Por 



A Problem demonflrated. 
F o r that diverf i ty wh ich may feem tp 

be among our Engl i fh Editions o f Holy 
Scripture ( which perhaps may thruf t i t f c l f 

^ p . ' i n Objea ion-wife i u this place) Augupne 
p^- /-^* hath laid wel l , who advifeth the Reader, 
a %'cap not to leave the f ignificat ion o f the H i l t o r y 
43*44. fo r the circumftancc o f a w o r d , nor to 

coridemn either o f the Authpri t ies . 

txom the premifes I w i l l conclude wi th 
the words o f the Problem ; No Learned 

\ Engltjh-maji can toitb mode^y pretend to know 
the meaning of the Hebrew and GreekXongues 
( f o far as they omly concern the Holy^Scrtp^ 
tures)any whtt more in fibjiance or ejfe^ than 

fueh are Unlearned, 

I . hnyyyv\ y lv i - n o i ^ .v / Iho. Grantham, 

T h e 



The Authors l lxpof ta ia t io i i wi th l i in i fe l f , 
and his Appcal to G o d about the Pub­
lication of the En fu in^ P O E M S , 

'•tve I sXnj other e^d tn whdt 
MY VHnofe is at vrefem to relate, ^Prdife^ 
Than to advance thy 1 ruth, thy Name ar7(i 

In thefe fo much divided^ dlfmal dayes 'i 
^J°t then knorvf^ how much J have difired^ 

hefe Units ate they Came forth ^ tnaj have expirad < 
If i" ̂  ^? t^hanjc found their ind^ before the} had 

1 '((^'(^^^ "^^<?'V/«// bej^inn'tn^s \h thefe Poems r>Mdei 
^'Z^^ Or is It for vain fle^ly djlentatiotf 

That / appear 'galnji the prevarication^ 
Ofthefc our days ? Then let mj handforgd 
Tier (Hnning^ once a Fen to draw or fee 
On Paper ;yea Lord^ let my Tongue alfo.} 
^Oj'get to fptak that any tt nUy k^jovp, 
^iil of fuch ev'tls I con'Vinced be^ 
And own my faults to ^lly but more to thtt. 

^or what can It avail the Sons of Men:, 
^0 fcek^appUufe (. by ttftng thm their Pen ) _ 
^yom mortalfie^\ if thou Lord, the erfl whlU^ 
^ipon them andthtlr doings dojl not f ynile ? 

^ut that I ani^ wherefore do I naryK^ 
On this accsmt^ mens praifes^ or their fame 
{^s they are fuch ) to bt to me eX.endedy 
^or this my vporl(whereat they'I be offeyuied^ 
Partly becaufe no Leamlng therein ihrneih:) 
Tartly for that thefe Poems mdefmlmh. 

' ~ 77/,,/; 



( ^ ) 
'Thofe things which they do much more efllnjatey 
'Than vfhat J here to them communicate. 

Well then) my Mufe^ lookjor no commendationy 
For this thy work,:, frojn this crooked generation. 
They are prepard for thofe things to reqnite thee-. 
As did that Troop which lately came to fright thee, 
when they, without producing any pOTVer, 
Bereavd thee of thy Fam'ly in an hour ; 
j^nd drag A. thee up'and dovnfrom place to plticf, 
Jill in the Goal a period tookjhy race. 

Lord fth 'tis thuS) advife me vohat todo 
Shall Ifpeak.>}ow ? or rfllt thou thereunto 
yippoint fame other; if but fo it pleafeth^ 
Thyfelfy 'tis that thy fervantgreatly eafeth. 
Butj dmy Godj th'haji taught me this to know 
That thou on me didfi not in vainbeflow 
Any good gift, fo, but to thee Imufty 
^ive an account thereof, for thou art juj}. 
But yet th*fsa/i many, which have jpoke and cri'dy 
Jlgain ft thofe errors which are fortified 
With many School-fhiftSi and with Martial fir engtb^ 
fVhereby their life hath had fo Urge a lengthy 
^ s that through many Ages they have run^ 
'Though fomefrom thee, to blame them did not fhun • 
So that, may not Ifilentfit as well, 
nAs "o\v approach to publljh or to tell, 
what halh been told by others, and is l^own 
tJMuch more to many, than can here be jhown ; 
If that which thofe have done may free mefromj 
The exprcife of thy free donation^ 
1 could be well content; but in this Meeter, 
I call to mind the word once fpoke to Peter, 
when CimFf to him a fervlce did affign^ 
He [irditdooiCd backjn John, that great Divine. 

Hith 

\ 



( s y 
I'i^uh ex'pefiatldK he jhouU him cxcufe, 
in part of that charge. Bnt fiay here wy Mufcj 
Thou mufl not equaUz.e thy cafe with theirs^ 
Tet thott mufi faithful be in Chrifi's affairs. 
Though thou'rt the Leaft ^ yet may (I make thy abode 
'^ongfi thofe in England that dare fpeal^ for God^ 

But O the times^ are they not per.lloiu 
To publish Truth in ? mind horv ejuarcUom 
Is this poor Age against fuch^ as would tear 
The hood of blind Devotion from their Ear 
tAnd Eycy that fo the Antlent Gofpel-pathcs 
Might extirpate our fears ̂  ourjarrSy our wrath f . 
Btit oh ! fpeak^ofthis matter, and Sedition 
Is charged upon Wy or a deep fufpitIon 
f'f^f muji lye under ; My if to the Peace, 
Some danger by our freedom would increafe: 
Tea^and our words fuch heavy things betoken^ 
^s If within our Land they once be fpoks^y 
Tis flrnlt fuppofed they cannot well be born, 

J^ut England will by th'welght thereof be torn. 
So thought the High Prlefi once of Amos words. 
And crydy Amos confplred hath by fwords; 
And fo commauds the Prophet for his Life 
"^ofly^ and fo avoid the dlfmalflrlfe 
^yhich Truth occafioned. Thus be It notedy 
That alwnyes Truth with Treafon hath beenfpotted. 
(I mean by way of calumny) that fo 
"I'rmhs friends might find Authority their foe. 
And by this means ( aLu ) what pods of L'ves 
Have been deflrofd ? and yet blefi Tmh f^rvives. 

Tet here I mujl needs granty that there hath tcSK 
Too mnch of Tragical deportment fecn -
In fame that have the Truth ( prsttndcdljj 
Embraced in its ancient purity. 



Tea) I do heitr(lly this da) dejire 
That r^onv that oven.Gads way way filr that firs 
Of war or jir'ife-, Which by Gods Providence 
Frcm this our Land's but newly driven hence. 
At leaf:> / pray, if any have attempt ed 
Tqjlirup rvar, yet thefe.may be exempted 
From ptin'fhfnent, whofe hearts are clear therefrom^ 
And left he huilty only bear their doom. 

BfU Oyipy Lord, why am Ibufed here. 
Thouk/mv,'i from war my heart and hands ^re clear,. 
ttAnd yet) Q Lo^d) Ipray thee^^ teach me fight 
Cou-caq^ioiipy, that warfare which thy might 
Only can msnnage, fith it's war Divine ; 
And Lord^ I thank^tbee, that thou doft encline 
My heart and hand thereto,and hafl affijled 
My foul therein, fince what time I was Ufied 
Wit hint h y Roll; ^>}d in this undertaking, 
'/ pray thee ke p my haind and mind from (ipakifig, 
7hat fo the Truth) with comely boldnejfe, 1 • 
May praiiife, preach, write, teach and teftife. 
For i^ord, if Truth be Truth) andfiill the fame, 
Jn nature, worth ami ufcfulnefs^then blame , 
Musi be their Lot) who are right bold to fpeakjt 
In times of Peace, and afterwards for fake it^ 
Becaufc the times do tur.n. O God forbid ̂  
TJ^at I fkonld for fuch caufe, let Truth lye hi4 
/n flelh/y fears. O Cod-, how qreat would I e 
A'^y fhar/t«\ when Iihy gloriom face fhall fee: 
In that great TUy, the Day of final Sentence, 
Whe>i f}one their lofs regain can by Repentance. 
The thoughts nhereof,0 Lord) doth qlve me boldy.cfs 
To fpral^frjr Trmh^ though in a d<ny of coldnefs ; ' 
W'hh fin f ĵ v" Wa'ers ere not tuore conq^eald, 
Thannicni cdd Zcal^ jpath filthy L)tws npeal'd. 

'•' ' ' F<?r 



( ? ) , 
Tor what dq thfy lefs than repeal thy Law, 
yt^ho of poor mortal {Lejh ftand SO in awe. 
As they'I not act, nor fpeah^one word for thee, 
B^it as great men do give them liberty ? 

But Lord I fpeak^of Truthy which all confefs 
To be more worth than all that men pojfefs : 
But thou Lord know"ft :> how doubt full tn this day 
It is become to find that bleffed way " '•' 
OfTr^tth:for though there's nothing mrc pretenders 
Tet furely there is nothing lefs befriended, 
Pfhat one man faith is true, another man 
Doth fay isfalj} ; yea, even fuch 'OS can 
Skill all the Sciences and Liberal Arts, 
Are fo divided Into feils and parts. 
That there's no end of their moft hdt Dlvlftons ; 
Tea fuch t he multitude of their Confufions, 
As thou Lord know'ft, cannot be lightly numler'd. 
And herewith Europe hath been greatly cumbered. 

If hat then fhall I poor duft now fig^ift-s 
InTruth" s behalf ? will any thlnk^that I ^ 
Have found this Pearl:, or can affl^^n the Field, 
(Or Church} which doth this precloPisTreafurejeeldf 
H -elly whether I have found that Church or no. 
Let him that readeth judge : But thi^ Tlldo, 
Tllftjew the Church Tve found, even the Truth, 
^Vhlch I have fallen In love with from my yo.uth^ 
That fd^ if I be rlqht, another may 
By this means fame help into the way 

And fhr^ me that Old my, ^^here 'K^Jt ^nd, Uace 
May be obtain d, that my own wayes may ceaje. 

• For is not this that which poor foules defre. 
Where is the good Old Way (others m^^^^'^^ , 



Where's blejfed Sion ? Mother of the Saints r 
Tea, for a fight of her, fame hearts mw faints -
Tea thou, mj foul, remember can(i the Dayes, 
The Weeks, the Months, the Tears, anddolful rPayes 
Wherein thou Pilgrim Tike, didfi mottmftil walk^. 
And in thy Selitudes, wouldfi often talk^ 
With thy Creator, by Prafrs, V"nvs, and Tears, 
That if he would but free thee of thy fears ̂  
(which thefe crooked wayes did miniffer to thee) 
•And of his Sion once but make thee free ̂  
To fet thy feet upon that holy Hill, 
Then wouUfi thou wholly ye eld up to his JfilT^ 
To be, to do, to fujfer Gods good pleafure, 

. Jf he thereto would fill thee witn his treafure. 
And nov9, my foul, what i'fi wherein thy Lord 

. Hath failed of in making good his Word, 
;̂ „ In fetting thy bound feet free from thle band ' 

Of miry paths, and in his blejfed Landy 
( His deareft Church ) hath given thee a Station:, 
A dwelling place, in his beloved Nation ? 
Tea^thoi^ a name, and d rememberance , 
Mafi there obtain'd, with an Inheritance 
So rich, fofufl,fo ttmfie everyway. 
That what it is, no words can fully fay. 

Now then, my fouf fee thou perform thy Fows^ 
Tefi thy Engagements prove but empty Shows 
What Irmh thou knowft, the fame communicate. 
J hat others rfiay thereof participate, 
Remember how the Labours of the Saints 
Informer times, did mMchfupp/j thy wants, 
And fo doftill, yea, fome the Seed-time k:>ew. 
And thou camfi but to re^f their Harvejl true 
Tet thou a Seed-time, with refpeEl to thofe, ' 
Imarett)followy mufi perhaps difclofe. 

Or 



Or at the leaji ( my Mufe ) king forth thy gains 
pyhlch thoft achieved haft hy others fains : 
7 hat fo the Sower, and the 'JR^eaper may, 
Rejoyce in mittual profiting that day ; 
f^hich (hall in Pralfes to our Lord be f f ended, 
And yet nor Day nor Pralfes fl^alL he ended. 

But now my Pen, ftay here, and let tis mnfe 
Upon the fuhjeU, which thou muft perufe, 
life ferioufnefs^ for they are Divine things, 
(For the mofi part ) whereof thy Mufe ttms ftngs. 
Gods precious Statutes are the chief eft Ohjetls : 
Implore his ayd in handling fo great Frojecis, 
To clear his Laws, wherein men do abufe them. 
And to declare how rightly they fhonld ufe them. 
Again, there's many things which thou here blam'ft, 
Speak^of them ferioufly, when thou them nam'ft ; 
Tor fame do deem as highly of thofe dolnjrs. 
As ofth'Apoftles Precepts, Walkj, or Oolngi; 
Teayfome are masked foj they thlnkjhofe wayes 
Had their beginning in th'Apcfiles dayes , 
{As Pedorantifme, and other things, 
f^hich their procedure had from humane fpnngs.) 

And whereas thy moft Weighty f '^bjetl is 
About the Churfh, that heavenly place of Bllfs, 
Deal clearly in this point, for that Indeed 
In this one Queflion lies both Fruit and Seed. 
T>efend her in thy place, fhe'l ihce defend. 
Tea god will him proteB that is her Friend. 
^Ifputefor Truthjthen will the Truth approt'e thee : 
See to thy charge, my Mufe, it doth behove thee. 
Scar tn thy mind the dayes wherein thy thought 
f^a4 no way's like to that which Lam taught, 
^ore by Tradltlen (humane ) than ly thoje 
I^ftrticilons which the Scriptures do difcUfe, 

This 



This if thou do'ft rememher, it may ferve 
To lay thee low, and in thy felf freferve, 
A dne refpeU to thofe that do not fee, ̂  
The err our of their way. But if there be 
Any that do mailtioufty Of pofe. 
The Truth, fee thou give them thi fharperblervs. 
Fear not my Mufe, if Truth be on thy fide, 
( As he which fanned Babel, well hath cryd. 
That Truth is firongeft) by it thou wilt be 
Made nUor unto all Eternity. 

My Mufe, fith thou a Prifoner art this daf, 
Becaufe thou canft not walk.i» th'MMciS way, 
Now therefore go thee forth inform jayle. 
To Dlfvute with the Minfter do not fail. 
Jf[he (oilnd Reafon with the Truth produce, 
1 do conjure thee, make rvlth her a Truce. 
But If of thefe thou defiitute dost find her^ 
Then freely of her fallacies remind her : 
fi/fnd If (he mind thee not, appeal to him 
whom jhe pretends to ferve^ andfo come m 
To Goal again, till Liberty from Heaven^ 
Thee further to confer with her be glvtn^ 



( ? ) 

•^n Imrodffciioffy [hewing the occafion of the 
. PialogHe Enffiing. 

U pon a timc^T had in me a motion. 
To take fome cognizance of thatDevotiortj 
Which in Old Lincoln's great Cathcacui 

ufcd in the way Pielatical ; 
^ h i c h , I confcfs, did outwardly appear 
^ight glorious, for to pleafe both Eye and Ear. 
^uc when I call'd to iTiind the greateli end, 

Divine WorQ^ip, which is to amend 
Jvtins pravityj by g >od edification, 
^ found that Worihip, a mcer defolation. 

One thing to me prodigious did appear 
Above the reft, 'tv7as two men which did w-ar, 
^reat Linncn Coats, and one bad on his back 
A Red Cloath ty'dj as fomc men eye their Pack. 
Thefc did the nfelvcs divide from all the refi. 
And walked Eaftvvard, bowing down (hcit brclt 
A t certain places, and obedience yeeldcd, 
'^Dto a covci'd Boaid which there was builded, 
Where on a Cufhon each man kneeled down, 
And when their Arm$,on other two were thrown 
They fecm'd to pray,having their eyes caft down 
IJpon two Printed Books: where having jliowri 
Their skill in Reading, he on th'right hand rofe, 
Andlurning Wert, he did his Book unclofc. 
And therein read a Chipce:, which Pad wrote 
I n th'fccond of the Corinths, which I quote 2 
The rather, for b.*caufe, meihinks it might 
Have given thefc two Readers much more I<'"hc 

C * Than 



( ) 
Than to have Worfbip'd Wood oi Cloth utenfelj, 

Cfcls 
Or ty'd thcmfclves in Pray'rs to what mens pen-
Had mcafur'd our. This read, fome other things 
They alfo read, and then a Black man brings 
Them off their ftage, bearing » filver Mace 
Before thefe white men, to their former place. 

Now when thefe Obfcquies and Poftulations 
Were finiftied, then many made Orations 
Around the Quire: but what was faid or fang, 
I f I fliould fay I know, I (hould but wrong 
My felf and them; for there was fuch confufion 
Of Voices, that wcr't Truth, or wei't Dclufion ; 
Nor hurt nor profit, did thereof enfuc 
Tome, fich what they faid I no whitknew> 
Yet thefe (irang fights do caufc me ftil to wonder 
Why Prelates do againft the Papifts thunder. 
So much, becaufe of Image"-adoration: 

. For if that Wood or Stone, built in the faihion 
Of Tables, may adored be by Saints, 
What lets the famc,vfhen fome likcMcn it piintt 
Efpccially, i f Chrift his form i t bcaicth, 
As reverend as a Table i t appeareih. 
Now having thefc mens doings thus far viewed, 
I left them all within their ftalls impucd. 

And having heard that fome in Prifon lay^ 
Becaufe they could not clofe With that fine way 
of Woifliipj I therefore tnon repaired 
To fee how thefc diftrcfled perfons fared; 
And being come unto their lodging place*, 
I found the Prifoncrs, with ereflcd face 
To Heaven, with their knees proftrate before 
The mighty God, whom they did there adore 
With Pray'r and Praifes (which I undciflood) 
A nd fo fat fervent, that I gain'd fome good 



By this Devotion; for my cogitations 
Liit̂ l'̂  ^"fovokcd were to heav'nly meditations, 

:Ior ([{i And Chtiftian confeicncc with thofe diftreffed, 
About the end rcfcrv'd for all the Bleffed. 
Thefe thing? I thought upon when home returned, 
•^nd in the fence thereof I partly mourned. 
And partly did rejoyce; I alfo thought 
How thefe things might into fomc form be 
For others and my own edification, (brought. 
In Truth to ftand, and to have Prefervation, 
Sorriewhat by this mcans,from the feveral fnares. 
Which do or may lyc hid in Forms of Pray'ts. 
And fith the 'Brijon and the were 

j i l i i The places wherein I thefc Prayers did hear, 
^ 1 therefore have the Conference compiled 

Between thefc two. And now to be reviled 
For this my work, it is my expectation, 
From all fuch perfons as in this our Nation 
Are prcrefoW'd to follo9<r Mans Invention : 
But hap as'tvvill, that fhall be no prevention. 
To me from fpeaking Truth, and more than that. 
To fpeak,if I do know't, my foul doth hate. 

But now of time I ' l l make no more expence, 
But let the Goal begin the Conference, 

C z h e 

8/ 
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[ T h e G O N F E R E N Q E , : 

I G H A P . I . 

CAhottt Antiquity : • 
\ tret /I )The]z^\t doth firfl Blfymt^ 

) T h e Argument . <^^^ ^ j ^ ^ ^ j ^^^^^^ ^ 

lThe]i)\tdothhr Confute, 

Jayle. 

I Greet thcc well thou great Gathcdcral, 
Now fhining in thy Form Prclatical, 
Whilft others lye within my Cells, becaufe 
They can't conform to thy Prelatick Laws j 

Whofe cafe yctfcemeth juft and good to me, 
.Although, 'tis true, they do difFencfrom thee. 

Cathedral. 
1$ this a Jayle-likc-greeting ? what's the caufc 
Thou thus dcclin'ft thy work, to take a paufc 
About Religion > and I further ftrangc. 
To hear the Jayle once intimate a Change 
'Twixt her and me, who wont with one confent 
A i l talk that's too religious to prevent. 
'. ' J'^ylf' 
T i s I , even I , thy old deluded Fiiend, 

I Which uf'd tokeep in hold whom thou didft fend 
' Without a due inquiry of their caufc; ^ 
! -^nd now behold, luch as do .kecp'God's Laws 

l"hou ha(̂  again committed unto me, 
/ind lei'ft the breakers of his Law go free. 

• Cathe^ 



' ( '3 ) 
CathedemU 

F y , ^ y Old Fiicnd, I t grieves me thus to hear 
V nee iidc mth thofe, who do agiinft me bear 
^0 great an oppofuion, that i f they 
Should freely fpeak, perhaps my gioriaus way 
^iJghtgct a blot; now therefore I advife thee " 

gon, left I for this attempt chaHifc thee. 

Perfwide me not, for I 'm concern'd to know 
1 ne Truth fromFalOiood, ful l as much as thou. 
Now therefore give me leave with thee to reafon 
About Religion, whil'ft we have a feafon 
Wherein to do i t ; for the day's at hand 
Wc muft give an account how here we ftand. 

Cathederal, 
Thou rcafon 'bout Religion! When didft thou-
1 ake thy degrees, the Liberal Arts to know f 
i hou art prophane, and I a Holy Place, 
Nor can I with thee reafon 'thoui difgrace. 
Sith therefore thus I may my felf abufc, 
I think i t beft thy offer to rcfufe. 

fayle. 
Religion is,pot ty'd to Humane Learning, 
For ihis'isplain to all men of difcerning. 
That God hath chofe the foolif l i , and the poor 
Of this world, rich in Faith. Yea furthermore, • 
I t feem'd well-pleafing to the Lord, that Babes 
Should fee true Light, whileft th'vvife lie in dark 
, . Cathedcral. ( fliades. 
Tis true the Scripture fpeaks of fuch a thing, 

When firft the Gofpel-Light began to fpring, 
But fince that time 'tis faid, th'uKlearned do 
f he Scriptures wreft unto their over' hrow 

And this ( O JayU ) is like to be thy fate, 
Linlefs thou keep thee to thy former fta re. 

Jaylc, 



, , J ^ A 
Th'unlcarncd and th uurtablc onef,which do 
The Scriptures wrcft unto their oycrthrovy. 
Arc Learned Jews, Jind famous Athent Scholus, 
And not the poor, who are ourSaviours followcii, 
Th'firft Churches were unlcarncd,yct had skill 
I n holy Wri t i to know Gods holy W i l l . 

Catheieml, 
My other retfon may fuffice (though thif 
Should f a i l ) the Difputation to difmifs : 
Defile not then my place by thy intrufion. 
Nor think thou here to vent thy new Dclufion : 
For each muft know their place «nd keep the fame 
Or elfc receive their due defcrved blame. 

Jayle. 
I do prefume no holinefs can be 
A good pretence thi$ Conference to flee, 
Nor yet can I thy place more holy deem, 
Than other phccs,thij,though ftrtngeit fccnci, 
I can prove true, for in the Gofpcl day, 
Diftinftions of this kind arc done xway. 

Cathederal. 
I t fecms then I no holier am than thou 
I n thy conceit, but Scripture doth us ftiow. 
There's holy groundjjs well as ground prophane, 
Place where God will be worfhip'd, and again 
Place where he wi l l no Sacrifice accept, ' 
But th'Off'rcr and th'Oblation bothrejed. 

Jayle, 
The Scripture flicvvs that fuch eftecm there WAS 
Of Place, but fhews that fuch etteem (hould pafs 
Away from Chriftians; wherefore, I fay, 
Thy Ground or Place no holier is this day^ 
Than other places ; wherefore every where 
Men may with holy hearts in prayer appear. 

] 



( ) 
CaxhtderaL 

My Plice muft needs be holy; for this ctufc 
I t builded wis, therein to teach Gods Laws. 
I t confecrated was alfo by ihofe 
Whom God to miniftci his Word there cbofe, 
So was not every place : then thou dort i l l . 
Thus to compare thy Place with this my H i l l . 

Ja.jle. 
Were all this proved (which thou never can) 
Yet mine's as holy, feeing fuch a man 
As Chrift, hath fandifi 'd each place fo fat 

oji' As therein he!ll accept of holy Prayer. 
[X^^. And ?aul i ' lh Jaylc, at Midnight fang an Hymn, 

Such as few fingers ever fang in thine. 
CAtheitral, 

Well , I perceive, I muft with thee engage 
In a Religious conieft, ere this Age 
poth tcrminate:Thcn let us now ptopofe 
f he Point to be Difputcd, and then clofc 
i n Argument. The Qucftion then ftiallhc 
%AhQHt tht Churchy Whcthei't be Meoi Thee > 

No Quejllon like to this, the Chwrch once found, 
Wi l l for our finding all Truth, ptovc a Ground 
So clear,that we no Truth (hall need to know, 
»ui (he wi l l ftrait be ready i t to ftiow. 

'f Then fit thy fclf thy Church for to maintain, 
For that's the thing I qucftion ( t o be plain.) 

e (fathedtrM. 
^VlfA^ Dort queftion that ? then that wil l I defend 

' ^gainft thy Oppofition : Nowdefcend 
To fome particularities, that we 
The reafon of thy doubt may fully fee, 
And fairely Anfwcr. Then let's fee the ground 
Thou haft to prove thy Church and Doaiinc 

found ? ) Jayle, 



( ) 
JayU' (thcs 

Firji Wel l then, the firft place where I (ball detca: 
Afium. For no trueChurch{x\o^ let who can ptotc6l thee) 
from An- Minority, or want of Age^ 
mmty. cfteemed for that Matron fagc, 

Efpous'd to Chrift 'hove fixtccn hundred years 
A^-o, whilft thou as yefterday appears. 

^ Catheierd. 
Blis mc I Did ever any creature know 
A 1 avl that had a more unftiamefac'd brow, 

N Than thou in this ? What, do not I well know ye 
To be of LeUens bleed, of cMmfier, trow ye ? 
For /hamc leave talking of Antiquity, 
Thou art in no refpe^: fo old as 1. 

Jayle, 
Alas Lfee thou knowft mc not i'thlcaft 

J-ondon whi l f t thou deriv'ft my line from that mad beaft 
^^l^M'OfMunfler, 'gainft whofe pranks I did proteft, 
in the Even in thOfe daycs as Cafander hath prcft 
Tear, Me forth in Print, and fith he doth acquit mc; 
1648. j-^y Callumny in this cafe cannot hit mc. 

Cathederal. 
What ? wilt deny thy Father ? do not each 
My Pulpits found thee forth when there I preach, 
For fuch an Upftart ? Yea, my Doaors all 
There (liew thy Radix, this their Volumns (Kali 
Atteft,yca th'Papifts,whom thou fay f t acquit thee 
Say Mmfier, as thy Patriarch,befits thee, 

Jayle. 
Thy Doftors and the papifts fome times fay, 
I am no older than that Germaneitzy. 
Yet otherwhilc they both confcfs I came, 
Down from th'Apoftlstimesjnow then for ftiame 
Inf i f t not on their witnefs, which appears 
In its Concordance, like two Dogs by ih' ears. 

Caihe. 



Cathederat. 
Sure thou doft vvron^ botb paplrts and my Men, 
Beware how thou dort thus imploy thy Pen ; 
For i f thou fllcw not from fuffid(^nt i^roand. 
Where they themfelvs,in thiir cafe thu$confotind;j 
I wil l requite thee as a falfe^iccufer, -
And of thefc reverend Clerks a great abufcrj 

Jayle. 
Firtt, Wlllet, \x\'t Sym-pfis Paplfml, 
Oppofing Papifts 'bout Antiquity,' 
ObCcrvesthat Bernard nxxntHomt^tB^tilzi . 
( Who Pedobaptifme did much defpffe 
Thcy'r call'd ApoftoIicRs, bccafife'tis rhonfa-ht 
From th'Poftics times thefe Se<f;̂ aties came out; 

Cathideral. 
I find that Wllkt fpeaks to this efte(5t, 
But thofc bore not the name of thy proud Sc i i : 
Men may deny to baptize Infants, fo' 
They may deny Believers Baptifm too ; 
So theni this Inttance thee no tVay alTifts 
T^alefs thefe mien were prov'd Anahaptlp, 

Jayle. 
The Papifts in their Book of Motives/ fay,' 
Th'Apoftolicks were fuch as at this day? 
Are called hnabaptlftsyyzzy that rtvime, 
They do exprcfly give tbcni ? and the fame. 
Thy old Friend Marhcl^gives to fome \n Ronie^ 

hnno Dom, Oae hundred fifty one. 
Cathedral, 

I read thefe Books, and muft confefs I find 
Thefe things are vojWhat then ? Thou art behind 
Some which do boaft of their Antiq" lity 
From fuch like proves;, to wit, the Papacy^ 
But yet all this cannot evince the trurh 
Of their ChUrch-ftate, nor yet of thine, forfoofh. 



( i 8 ) 

I f ! nobetteiPletiothisicfpear, 
C»n fhcw, than th'Papifts, thou fhalt mc i c j ed , 
As one that's noval; but at prcfent I 
Am not engag'd for my Antiquity: 

\ »Tis thou O M i f f f t f r y which muft now engage 
To provc'thy fclf Chrifts Church m point of igc. 

rearly Ccmc on : I reafon thus frorn Featlfs mouth, 
aga.nft j-ijac Church is effuU age, whofe Vo^rme's Truth, 
!^'^'"'- Pervettial, unchanged', and I fay, 

Such is my Do61rine; wherefore now I may 
( Conclude with him, that thus my Church is true. 

Thv Anfwcr now bring forth to open view. 

I do deny thy Minor, and I fay, 
Thy Doarine, which gives entcrancc to thy way 
Of Church.(hip, is'fiot true, nor yet foold, 
As in the Scriptures to be found cnroPd. 
For thou without Chrifts Soul-convertingWord, 
Thy Church with carnal members haft bcftoi'd. 

Cathederal. 
'Tis true, my Members now arc wholly fuch. 
When I receive thcni, as no word can touch 
I n ordcr^o Convevfion, yet I fay, 
The holy Scripture wi l l evince my Way. 
Was not our Father hbnCm and his Seed 
Brought into one Church-ftate ? fearch now and 

J<*y^e. (read, 
1 fearch, and find, That unto every Nation, 
To every Creature, good news of Salvation: 
For Faith and for Repentance muft be taught, 
Before into Chrifts Church they can be brought; 

. Contrary-wife, 'tis clear, that khr'am Sccd° 
Had no fuch Obligation, that we reid. 



( ' 9 ) 
Cathederal, 

The Parentj do believe, and fo the Child ; 
For Ahra'ms Seed in Holy Wr i t are ftil'd 
Gods Covenant, which Ahram, is the fame 
That's made with us; now therefore here again 
See how thou err'ft- making Parental-Faith 
So needful to let in to th'Churches Path. 
TL . Jayle. 
TheScriptuie fhews moft i^iiXTi,x\i%tAbrams Seed 
In GofpcUtimes, are fuch as own his Creed. 
Alfo the Scriptures quite diffolvc that Pica, 
Of Parent-iniereft in a Gofpel-day. 
The Jrjvx arc hbrams Seed, and yet 'tis plaioj 
That makes them not in's Covenant remain. 

CathederaL 
I tell thee, Chriftian-Infants are as free 
To Gofpel-Priviledgcs, as we fee 
The Children of the Jevfcs were in their time 
To Legal Rites ; thus doth my Doilrine il^ine 
And is moft Antient, being not deny'd 
T i l l fuch as thou oppos'd it in your pride. 

Jayle. 
I know thy Confcicncc tells thee, there is need 
Of F A I T H , to give admittance to the Seed 

O f Chrifiians unto Gofpel-Sacramencs ^ 
For, of thy Dodrine, thefe are the Contents, 
That Faith and true Repentance are expetfed 
Of all, ere they to Bapti'm are eleEled. 

(fathederat, 
•Tis true, I fay, Faith and Repentance are 
Requit'd of All, as needful to prepare 
Them unto Baptifme; but then you know, 
Sith Infants cannot do this, T allow 
Them Sureties, who for them do then Believe, 
And ckc Re pent, before I them receive. 

Mat.^'l 

Seethe 

Catcchif-
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Fra\ci -
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Wclljtiovy you grantKepentance joyn'd with Falth^ 
Muft be ^^/orr any Admittance hath 

i Intothe Church. TO THIS I D O A G R E E : 
So that the Difference 'ivyixt th;e and rpe 

! . Is this; thou cal'ft 6>tf»'» P^r/i7«j to Repent, 
( *Su^h'v^ Baptifeft a poor * Innocent. 
' Child.^' Cathederai. 

Though this I hold, 'tis not a Noval thing J 
j For proof of this Authorities I ' l l bring 
• From Antient timcSj which are irrefragable, 

A t Icaft thcy'r fuch, as thou canft not difablc. 
\ The Wifdom of the Church did Infants give 

' ' ' This Privilcdge^ that they for aye might live. 
' Jayle. • 

This Do^rine is too new to be efteenfi'd. 
True or Perpetual, though by you deem'.d 
Of fuch great worth; Reduce this falfe gccoynt. 
For it to more than nought^ will nc're amount, 
O Rotten Churchy not now one member's known 
When he's Unchurch'd to have Faith of his owp, 

Cathederdl. 
Thou lay'rt fo great a ftrefs on this one Point, 
As if'twould prove each member out of Joynt 
What niuft my Do£irine Ihnd or fal l , as here 
IVanquiftiedor yi^ordoappear? 
S.ire though this ground I yeeld, T never fhall 
Xo ruine i;i rjiy Church or Dodttine fa i l . 

Jayle. 
WelljyeeH this ground,&then thou haftnofai;h 
When th'art enclmrched fo, thqu maift be grath. 
Thou art founddiionfefs,therefore mtift fal i ; 
For what's anothers Faith ? a rotten Wall 
I;pr thee to lean upon ; wherefore I fay, 
Thisfajfe Pfop gofl; thy ChujCA} i"oon (^dfjj away. 

Caihc" 

i 
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TL a. Cathederal, 

.kf> Iru-a I preach f o r t Foundation, 
, is Chrift as Crucifi'd for mans Salvation, 

% ^̂ ^̂  MyChurch,fave this,vvherefore myRoot'isfound. 
J^^^M . " L ' ^ v ' ^*Pfi '̂"^e> nor yet Sureties, 

ipf' n .uch a Foundation-place for me fupplics. 
Jdyle 

Alas i vyhat's all this Talk, i f vvithout Faith? 
Which;! have ftiew'd, none of thy Members hath 

^^/,^«^^^^on, nor for many Years, 
I he leaft Iota of true Faith appears ? 
4 his- IS thy State, O Mwflery at the bcff, 
Anothers not thy own Faith which thou haft. 
^ CathederaL 
I told thee, I can prove what here I hold, 

I, ; ^ f ĥe fame the Church received of oId> 
'̂ ..y/if' ;:;^"^^^'«iny Task; and were ray Study here, 

^̂ ^̂ ^ ^"^^°^^> '^^ve One thoufand year 
A •? J Ĵ '̂ "fed, wherefore 'tis no new 
^^^'^^^ * Point moft true. 

No Study can accommodate thee fo, 
As to prove Sf offers Faith, the Means which do 
^tvp any entrance (in a Scripture way ) 
f ntoChtifts Church, wherefore I boldly fay, 
î Js a niecr Novalty, and did arife 

When darknefs came by means of Herefics. 
CathederaL 

f fee thou ftandft upon Antiquity, 
Only as Scripture doth it amplify; 
^rom whence, I muft confefs an Evidence, 
Mnnot, in terminis, be fetched thence. 

jet us hear, what further thou canft fay, 
'^^unft tiic uie of Sponfers Faith, this day. 



( ) 
Jayle, 

I note this further (as a confequcncc ) 
Of what thou'ft faid, me thinks i t follows thence 
That Infants muft fit down at Chrift his Table, 
I f others Faith to Baptifm them enable. 
For can the Church in this their wants fupply. 
And not in that.? This foundcth monftroufly. 

Cathederal. 
The Cafe is not alike; for God requires, 
A Self-examination, anddefires 
Men ftiould the Body of our Lord difccrn, 
When they approach that holy Rite to learn^ 
That fo they may not drink their Condemnation 
I n that which is ordain'd for Confolation. 

Jayle. 
'Tis true, G6d call for this, then pray thee why, 
Canrt thou not learn, thefe Rcafons to apply 
To holy Baptifmcjin which oui Lord 
Mote frequently requires Faith in his Word, 
With true Repentance ; thus thefc Cafes arc 
Alike made manifeft, and fo appear. 

C^thederal. 
The Churches Judgment doth the one allow. 
And not the other,unto Infants. Now 
Either the Church or thou, O Jajle, muft be 
Deceived: but canft thou more clearly fee, 
Than fhc, who hath the eye of Learning bright ? 
Sure no 5 then ccafe againft the Church to fight/ 

Jayle. 
How like to %ome is this thy Argument > 
Doft thou not know, that this fame Sacrament 
Was aifo given to Infants, in Old time > 
Sure there's as plain a ground for this, as thine 
Allcag'd for lnfai\t-Baptifm ; hence 'tis clear. 
As th'onejfo th'other thou ftiould'ft quite forbear, 

CiU hi'-' 

1 



Cathederal, 
I know that Rome xVis Argument doth bring 

rt) A Text faith no fuch thing-
L#^f i , ^"^^ Churches Judgment wi l l out-weigh 

^' The private Judgement of fuch as inveigh 
, . ^ g * i n f t her doings, and r U hold me here, 

^̂ ^̂  * "*̂ *t*s of gteater ftreogth appear. 

r Admit the Sentence of the Church be g r w t , . 
, ̂  TL *^^°o' nn«>ft doubtful; yet I muft entreat 

iif 1 hec not to ufe i f , t i l l thou'ft proved plain, 
'!rti^i ' T ^ ^̂ ^̂  ^h»t Church. Yet here again 
^Kt0.. ^needs aiuft tell.thee,That the Doaors al/, 

*̂ ngag*d 'gainft A W , about thine cars do fa l l . 

u ^^^^ of my Do lo r s fang a Strain too high, 
m When in this Point engag'd *gainft Popery. 

I likewife grant before this Plea be mine, 
u?J"̂ ^* ̂ * * ^'"^ Church, confpicuous ftiinc. 

' -pf"^^^ ^ 4Q ttc this Difcourfe have end ; 
jjc i hen to the next Qbjeiiidn lct*$ descend. 

v.. G H A P y l o r i . 

r*^alnit Nations hy the Lump, 
[j^^ *X\ii^PiYo J ForChtirchesheingmade 
fe^f • ht/ ^ ' Ybe]%y\Mfmesitb^ Uln^ttfinves 
,(?i>fi?, / T'ftphald that golden Trade, 
^oW Jayle 

MY next ObjeB'tonyO Cathederal, 
Is t)^s,Cbrifthath no Church that's Nat mat: 

,iiJt fiut Nationall thy Church is known to be, 
Ergo^ NotChrift 's Church, but a Pedigree ^ 

(hiti Of Perfons, yet unfit for Church-Communion, 
. cl^^jr. Though thou with them, and they with thee have 
.for̂ *̂ .̂ Union.) Cathe-



( 24 ) 
Cathederal, 

Fond We, didft nevci icad whit t>avU faid. 
I n Pfdm the fecdnd,werc dfefcription's made 
Of Chiif t his Church, to have her propagation, 
Amon^Ct the Gentiles, to their ittmbft Nations j 
And when the Kingdom was tahc from the Je^es; 
'Twas given unto a Nation, Scripture (hews. 

Peter doth Well c l̂poUnd the fecond V[alm, 
I n ABs the tenth, when fent With Gofpel-Balm 
Unto Cefaria, where Gods acceptation, ; 

A!Is 10. Extends to fach, osfAat' hmeach Nation 
36^37' la Peters time, no Chutchnii National^ 

Yet, Holy Nation^ Peter doth het call. 
Cathederal. 

' So theni i t fcems the Church is National 
But by a Figiirc Metaphorical, 
Confiftingbutof fuch, as joyntly hold 
A Union in thofe Laws, Whicb ate enrol'd 
I n Divine W r i t , as touching Ghtirch-affairs ; 
I like not this, for i t my PompJmpiirSrf , .7.: 

jayle, 
Chtift faith, The Gofpcl wotddDivifions caufc, 
Such as were not occalion'd by the Laws ^ 
Of Mofes; for, in Families there (hould. 
Two th\s,three that; three thi$,and two thajthold. 
But i f Chrifts Church for Conftitution be,' " * 
Like Mofes Church, what need they difagrce. 

CathederaU 
I t feems my Union thouapproveft not. 
This favours of Sedition, or fome Plot. 
The Land ihall never quiet be,untcl 
Rulers, by their Edi6ls, all forts compel 
To Unifo'rmity, in things Religious • 
And therefore thy Opinion is Prodigious, 



j/nyl. 
, Rulers, by Edias, Uniformity 

^^'M May well require in things tranfitory : 
'̂ 0̂̂ 1 ^""^ Ĵ "̂ ers>as thcy'i fuch,in things divine 
fif-J Dot t'compel*men in the Gofpel-timc. 
N^Li ^^"lei-s may mifs the Truth, which if they do^ 

Deftruaion unto their Commands is due. 
(lif̂ '̂ Cathedral. 

Until the Rulers did by force compel 
(H'AM l ^ i ^ 0̂ the Church which under them did dwell, 
pel'̂  Lhe Church was thjn, & maintenance was fcant, 
),; fincc they nourifh't h^r ftie fcel&no want. 

Her Honour $ great,her Members like the fands, 
As Well in this as many other Lands. 

i do confefs of Chtiftians nominal 
The world abounds by th'Church that's National; 
•out it's molt plain thy Church no femblance hath 

J ^ i t h thofe that walked in th'Apoftle's path; 
^j'j , Whofe Honour lay not in the outward State, 
{{ii'if''' But with true Grace their Souls were eonfolate. 

Cathedral. 
Y(j Come, tell not me of th'Apoftles days; for then 

Chrlfis Church was fmall, & of the meaneft men: 
l^ut when the Nobler fort poffeffion took S 

, IJQIII Chridianityy the Church forfook 
•jĵ t ' Her fubcerranean places, and her Head 

, L)id l i f t up, as one rifen from the dead. 
^ Jayl. 

The Churches outward glory doth not prove 
^hat (he from death to life doth nearer move, 
Kut may as foon portend her Facnation 
^ f Grace, as John hints in his '^vdatloh 
And for the ISloblerfort, ic feems this day 
Ihey'r too great ftrangers to the Gofpel-, way. 

E Caihi 



( 2<? ) 
Ckthedral. 

How canft thou fay this ? doft not daily fee, 
With one.conrent they do rcfort to me ? . 
Yea they unto the Church are fo united, 
As that with none like her tkey are delighted ; 

\ ^j^a by their ftrength the Church is now proieaed 
And her Oppofers unto her fubjeaed. 

Jayl. 
%'-Cor. 5. The Church doth not fub^eft by worldly powet? 
I f , ?o. Pier Oppofites. Nor is this plea of yours 

A better plea for you than 'tis for Rome, ^ 
To whom the Nobler fort move freely come : 
Yea, Nations, Kinreds, PeopleSj to the Wijox^; 
hi Babylon refoitj her to adofe. ' 

Cathedral. 
The Prophets do prcfage that Nations ftiall 
Flow tP xhzChurch, and bring their G^ory.ail 
Jnto the Church, the New-Jcru[alem. 
And this my Dolors do expound of them, 
Who now by Kingly Power thcii Subjea$ bring 
I j j to rpy Church, my divine fangs to f^pg. 
• " " Jayl. 

Jhou know*ft right well the Papllls do the fatĵ ?;̂  
Their prefent pomp and glory to maintaiiu : 
But you ar^"both deceived, for 'tis cle-ai. 
Before that bleffed joyful day appear. 
The Jews ( a People chiefly theie concern'd) 
I n Can'ans J-and r<:iuft once more be confiim'd^ 

Cathedral. ' 
I f this be true, I muft confefs I h V e err'd, 
When to my prefent ftate I have rcferr'd 

' Thefc Prophecies: But thus much I perceivcj 
A State that's iSIational thou doft believe 
The Church ii)ay yet enjoy, although it be 
Whefi //rV/ their dpfir?d Land iliall fee. 



C 27 ) 
Jayl. 

This weighty cafe I w i l l not undertake 
Here to difputc ; but this is what I fpakc : 
I fay, the Prophets ridainly have an eye 
In thefc Prefages, to the Jews. Then why 
Shoaldrt thou imagine this thy prefent gloiy 
To be the fubjed of the Prophet^ ftof 

CftthedraL ^; 
W c l l j vvc wi l l leave unt6 confidcvatioii 
What hath been faid of that Prophetick Natiorij 
Wherein the Jews (?I niiift acknowledge here) 
Areoft'Cn mentioried, as maV appear 
By reading of the places, l^ow let's fee 
What .thou haft further, which muft anfwered be. 

Thy bringing Nations by the lump intd 
The Nanl'e of C/7n7?/^« C/wi^/jtfj', plainly do 
b^ftroy the ufe of Preaching, to convert 
The fons of men ; and mskes their carnal heart 
Believe thcy'r Chrlftlans from the womb, and fo 
Their fouls deceive, unto their overthrow^ 

Cathedral' 
"What though by preaching I do not convert 
My Members, yet I have another Art 
Them to renew; for this toy Book doih'fay? 
When any I receive into my way, 
They are reqencrate, and born anew. ' . 
See therefore how thy charge is foutid untrue. 

J^yl 
X know thy Book dolhfaVt, but tis not true: 
Por c M . B o o k tell^us, all that's borna'^cw 
Are like the Wind, which In fUch fort doth blow 
As others by their hearing it THayknow. 
•^gain, 'tis faid, the World they overcome. 
Of all which figns thy Converts can fbeW none 

E a n ' ' Cathe-



( 2 8 ) 
Cathedral. 

I grant where tiuc Gonyetrion is, there's ceafin» 
Vwmfiefhlji fins'j There's like wife fome incieafipS 
In holy life:. And truly in thefe cafes " 
My Infant Converts claim no real places 
'Mongrt Scripture Converts : But ( I fay) unlefs 
Jhcy'con'^erts be, they have no Bleffednefs, 

Jajl. 
God doth not gather where he hath not firewcd. 
But from the Word i t never can be fhewed 
Where Infants are required to convert ; 
Nor yet canft thou,with thy moft fubtil A r t , 
Difcov'ry make 'twixt Infants eight dayes old. 
To fay, This is renewed. That under Jin is Jold, 

Cathedral. 
I muft confefs fuch a difcovery 
Doth pafs my art: for Babes in Infancy 
Do not dcmonftrate whereby we may know 
Which have the Spirit, ot vthcther or no 
Any whom, I baptize have yet received i t ; 
But as I have been taught I have believ'd i t 

. Jayl. 
Thou faid (even now) Infants no BleJJidnefs 
Can have, unlefs they converts be. To this 
I anfwer; As old Adams fin involves them 
('Thout their confent)in death, So Chrifi abfolveg 

them 
('Thout their concurrence) for Pattl doth btofcf 
The Grace by Chrifi exceedeth Adams Jofs, ^ 

Cathedral, 
So then this is thy judgment, I perceive 
That look how Adam Infants did bereave' 
('Thout their committing fin) of happincfj* 
So ar/y?('thout.their obcdience)flial them blefs 
I hold the contrary to this : but now 
Some other Argument I.pxay thee (liow. 


