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A Defence of the Offices of Apoftles s ang
of the convinuanie thereof in the Chyre,
till the end. :

Or men to ftrain more at the Word A-
poftle, [as fome do at the word B;.

' thop then at the work or 'Office fig-
nified thereby, isno_other thing (as I
conceive) then groundlefs humility, or hypo-.

critical fubtilty 5 feeing it is evident that thofe’

Titles arc as lowly as any that can be given to
{ute with the matter, thereby intended.

The firft fignifying a Me[fenger, or one fens,
the other an Querferr.  Wherefore that Imay
avoid this humour, 1 will riot fear to call old
things by their old names, and thercfore fhal}
call the Officers of the Church by the fame
names which the wifdom of God hath given
them, not to make themh proudy but rathey
humbled, and tobe as a Aémenro concernin
the work, which by their Office they ftand en-
gaged to do. _

Nor
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Nor fhall we need 4t this time to fay much

o:ly of the Office of Apoftles, or meflengers, &
this becaufe fome of our Brethren do not only
doubt (but endeavour to make others doubt-
ful al{o, whether God hath given to his Church
ANY Apoitles or Meflengers to fucceed the
Ptimitive Apoftles, as a conftant Miniftery in
the Church to theend of the World.

And albeit, we fay that the Apoftles have
Succeflours (as well as Bifhops, ¢7°¢. ) yet our
meaning is not that there are any that fucceed
them in all refpeéts 5 for there was in the Of
fice of the chief Apoftles, fomething ordinary
and fixed, and fomething extraordinary and
temporary, the latter was,firft their immediate
mi(lion; ¥ Secondly, they ;
learned their Doétrine ei- * Math.28.19,28.
ther from the Sacred Lips Gal 1.1
of the Lord Chrift, or by
infallible Revelation, and wexe not taught it
by man, as ¥ Timothy and '
other their fucceflfours ¥ 2 Tim.x. 13
were, Hel.2. — Grear [al=
vation,which at the firft began to be [poken by the
ford, and was confirmed to s by them that heard
2103, /

That which. —we have beard, which we bave

- feen itk onr eyesywhich we have lookd upom,and ove

ands

of the Officers of the Church generally, bue
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bands have bavdled of the sword of Eifse 1. 1y
 which we have feen dm{ bmrd_d:c."z:{e #ef;mo ‘3“ I'ﬁi
1 John LIS, 98t I certific you Brethren 3],“’ ]
the Gofpel which wa preached of me wds not. 4ﬁf: -, rgfd
: - cmany for I neither receip, (il
it of many ¥ neither paq e

“*And yetir is trie

(‘ h[ ’ S

:::::tp‘::;\:;:dg:goe  tanghe is bﬂ‘_.l’] the Rw‘,lﬂtio,. w;
fome of the  princi- of Fel? i Chrift. Gal,x,1y. N
“plesof Religion by Thlrdly, Th ¢y were ﬁgcd
AnSBiLE lay a Foundation, and ¢, | gk

‘A& 9.6:175 18. propofe a form of Doty

: w94 > rin iy
'A&S‘n 14 ~__terother Teachers to buils gﬂ@
‘on, and to keepas their pattern, and a Stan~ gf'ﬁ
dard by which to- trie others Do&rine and | gt

3 Spixits, 1 Cor.3.10.---as 4 wife. Mifier b#ildey N)ti
! A have laid the Fiusdation, and another Izm‘ldn;; !
4 thereor. He that 1 of God hearesh ms, be that is oy | el
 of God heareth war ses, bereby kpow we the Spirgs ﬁ!h't

of trusk, and the Spiriz of erronry 1 John 4.6,
: Fourthly, they were¥ | gr
¥ 1. e as a Concomi~ Neceflarily endowed wich, W
‘tane ; DOT 18 A pait .
D harOffice. the gift of Tongues, Mj. "
% . racles, &7, to demonftrate |
that they were fent of God, and that theiy
Do&rine ~was. from Heaven , Luke 24. 49.
====But tarry ye in thz Cicy of Jernfalem nayy e ﬁ:’
be endned wich poxxer from on bigl’, 2 Cor.x 2. 12, W
Tralythe figasof an eApoftie were wronght am'an"g W
o inall pasienerin S‘Z",‘ and Wonders, ind wighty %
- : deeds. :
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deeds. Ta thefe and the like refpects the ,Aﬁo’_:-“‘
ffy files have no fucceffours, for if they have, then
# muft their Words and Writings have the like

bt force, and Authority, and then we fhould be:
- till receiving, new Oracles , and never know
. when the whole Councel of God was made -
known to us. ' WS
Now thethings which' were ordinary and
fixed,in the Apoftolical Office were. fuch as. :
- thefe, their Authority to preach the Gofpel in' &
 all places, at all times, to all pexfons, as ofcafi= '« I\
o and opportunity by Gods providence was |
. given to them, Mark.16.15. Presch the Gofpel. ’
o cvery Creature , Math, 28, 19,20, Teach all. J

i
14
¥

Nations=—==ind lo L am_ with yon, always even to*
the end of the wirld 5 this woerk could ot be
tied only ta the chief or Primitive Apoftles;”
4 tith they were to- leave the World by death - |
(' Zech.1.5,6. The Fatherswhere are they, and the 1
Prophets do they live for ever 2 Alks 20,20, [ |
| know after my deceale gricvins Wolves [hall entep,
i 415
Secondly , their unwearied dilige‘ncéliti',
"Teaching both the Churches and Paftours im |
a}l the will of God, their carefor the well-fet~ b
ling and governing the Churches, A&s20.31.. ‘
Therefore watch and rememkber that by the [pace of -
three years [ cesfed ot to warn every one wight and
cl:zy with sears,2 Cor.t s 28u==thas which comerh -
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spon me dailys the care of all the Churchesa Peg ¢
12712’14’15' ) y
I will not be megligent topat you always in y,.
membrance of the/e things==<yea, I think it meer 4
long 4s I am in this Tabernacle to ffir Jou ap by
wiring yo# in remembrance, moresver I will ¢,
deavonr that youmay be able afier my deceafe 1

bave thefe things alwsys in remsembrance.
The reft will 1 fet-in order when 1 comey qng
perfett thar which is lacking concerning 5y,

. FEaith.

CTitex. 5. For thiscanfe lefc Uihee in Creés phas
thon fhenldeft [et in order the things that are wap,.
ing, and ordain Elders in every Cityy as I bad ap
puinted thee,

3. Theirbeing (¢t for & defence of the Gofpel
wgainft falfe Apoftles, Phil. x.16,17. the ong
preach Chrift of  (Contention~ ~[uppofing 10 add
#ffliction tomy bonds. The other of Love, knowing
that I am [et for the defence of the Gofpel.

Fourthly, To frenthen the Hands of pay-
ticular Paftours againft Ufurpers,and f{uch ag
defpife the Minifters of Chrift; A&s20. 4ngd

' from Meletus be fent to Ephefus, and called thy

Elders of the (burch, Andwhen they were come
unto bim, be [aid unto them=-)f your own [felysy
Jhall men arife [peaking perverfe things==<Therefore

watchycrce3 John 5. Beloved the doft faithfully

wharfoever thon doff vothe Brethreny and t0 firane
e
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i gerse <=l swrote to the Chwrchy but Diotrephes who.

dvvesh to bave the pre-eminence amng thesn vem
ceiveth s nor, wherefore if 1 comse, 1 will rementber
his'dzeds 852 be dothsprating againft ses vwith mali=

il cicws mords, 1 Tim.1.'17. Let the Elders that

rule well  be counted werthy  of donble honour
Gal. 4.,17,18. They zealonfly affet you,Lus moe
well : yeay they wondd exclude iy thas yow mighe
affett them.
Now that the chicf Apoftles have fome to
4 fucceed them in the Apoftlethip, as we have af-
" firmed will appear firft from the confideration
of that Commiffion which our Lord gave for
the Teaching of the Nations, or for the preach-
ing the Gofpel to every Creature.

Secondly, from theduration of thofe gifts
in the Church which our Lord obtained and
gave, by virtue of his Afcention.

Thirdly, from the confideration of the Pri-
mitive Churches, their having {fuch Apoftles or
Meflengers. T |

Fourthly, from the pra&ice of thofe who

moft queftion the neccllity of Meflengers at

this day. A
Fifthly, from the ftateof the World, theix
neceffity to be taught the truth asitis in Jefus.
And in regard of the danger they lie under by
micans of falfe Apoftles. -
And
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/" And firlt it is evident from Marh, 28,109,534,
 and Mark 16 15. that it is tile’wi_ll‘of Goq
that the Nations be taught, and that every
Creature fhould have the Gofpel.preached .,

A ~ tothem, whetefore it ye.
16 the Church maineth that we flick' ¢q
have nova Minifte- * one thing out of three, ang
gy of Meffengerts thatiseicher fome body in
;‘;‘;‘t“d» b;w::rw :iff {pecial are bound to preach,
Office o preach w the Gofpel to thofe that
the Nations. are without; or elfe that

. all Chriftians are " equall

. bound to perform this work if capablein pi.
fpect of gitts, or elfe that this work endedwitg

the Apoftles. . ° -

- Thelaft will not be faid by any that cong.
ders, that “the ‘making one branchof thay

- Commiffion, - CVaeh.28 and Mark 16 void op
not obliging or binding to the Chutch nosw, oy
any petfonsin it; is in effeé to make the whofe

commiflion void, for if none have power b

- virtue of this Commiflion to teach the Nagi-
‘ons, how can itbe that any hath power from
~hence to baptize ? both works being comman-
ded asit wereinone breath. Nor cail  the
“Church obferve all ‘things whatfoever Chyift
cofhmanded his Apoftles, if they be not to ob-
fexve this great work, to preach the Gofpel to
 the World. ‘ :
- Nei~
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-~ Neither éan’ it rationall wat this
- work bclongs to évery gifted Chrittian alikes -
) ;.:Ccau.fc thé jmployment of the Gofpel confifts.

E not the (ame Office. "1~ #°

b’ the preaching, <Mark 16. s a ptﬁ‘achgig not -
gl by virewe of gift only, but by ‘Authority allo
o cannot be denied) 1 Tim, 1,18, '2"6‘19.“!54."!'?'{'
| commit 1o Son Timothy, 1 Tim.* 6,20, '@ Ti=
 mothy keep thar which s committed to gdbg triffy
W 1 Lo sife the Office of a Deacon being found " blames'
- Gk I[Tim.gﬁo; “Surely if this cdré muft Be”
il had; chat rone ufe the Office’of a Deeacon, b’
- upon firch proof had of their fienels, it cannot

“ J

be imagined that the greater matters of the Go~"

3. They that would have 'this work oF

A preaching o the World,no mans concern-, ‘by

{cngers,  do make more thanany body elfe;
j Otherwife we may well en;guire hosw fhall they
1 preach cstocpt they befent? VE CBite.
89 clude then, if thofe that preach muft be fents

y be fiid that this'
i divers Offices, and’ all fiock Mermbers The: ;

"2, Again, m‘e’ergif’s'dbﬁém{rhké'xﬂéﬁ OPL ;
fictrs (and that ‘the Teaching, Math. 28. and

2 Tim.2.2. and the fame commic thus ¥0 {aithfyl
§ ieny and let thefs alfofirft be proved, and ‘then'fee’

f (el hould be eaken inhand without e’ Tike!
o care and circumfpedtion, 1 ° adie

| virtue of Office;whiles they fpéak againft Mef=*

Roms. yo. 'We con="

and if that commiffion, Aatk, 28, W"’#flgi
o Wt » . L : ."‘v“‘> 1“.‘,‘




be ét in force,then the Apoftles have fome
fucgeed them in their Office Apoftolical. i
~ Whichis yet more evident by the confige.

and gave to his Church by virtue ofhis Age,.

'\ tion, Eph. 4. 11.4nd be gave fome e Apofiies ang

me Prephetsy and (ome Evangelifts , and fom,
;‘ﬂp,,ﬂf and Teachersy for tl3e perfe&ingf,b:x
 Saints for the work of the Minifiery, for the ¢dye
fyingefthe body of Chrift. Till we all come juy,
the unisy of the Faithy &c. See 1 Cor. 12. 28, y;
were certainly avery dangerous thing to fay
that any of thefe gifts are taken away from the
~ Church of God, albeit fome of them are pey-
‘haps but rarely found, at leaftin that pare of
the World which do profefs the name of
Chrift 5 efpecially Miracles, &e. which yet
tnay not be faid tobe wholly abfent from the
Churches in thefe days, and in thisNation, of
, which X could fay fomething, partly from fuch
information as I know to be true, and partly
from what I have heard and feen in that he.
half, Butas touching the gift of Offices here
repeated, why any of them fhould be taken
away from the Church, I{ee not any ground
at all, theybeing fo evidently fixed in the
Church ¢4/ the whole Church be compleated s

and the ufe of thefe Offices refpe&ivel?v, asbhe-

1at - the

fore we have defined , {o necdful, ¢
: ~ Church

ration of thofe gifts which our Lord obtaineq

2
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indeed they be taken fromheras we fhall fee
more anon. And although we {did before that
the gift of Miracles, Tongues, &'¢, was necef~
fary to che Office of the chief Apoftles, and yet
was only temporary: and riow fay the gifts of
Miracles may riot be denyed to have a being ox
continuance in the Charch, Inthis there is no
contradiGion for, the making thofe gifts
temporary (or but for a time) as they were ne-
ceflary to the Office of thofe which firft reach-
ed the Gofpel, doth not at all concl‘ucfe that
they are wholly abriegated, or taken away from
the Church.And when we fay that thefe gifts
were neceffary to the Office of the chief” Apo-
‘oftles, our meaning not that Miracles was 4
part of their office, butonly a neceffary - con~

cothitant fhould not befound, it is no prejudice
to the Office confidered as we have defined it.

the Primitive Churches, who certainly ha

tion layers and Maftet-builders , fuch were
Andyonicus and Funie, Rom. 16.7: who are
{aid to be men of more among the Apofties (lome
conceive they 'were Of the feventy Apoftles)
then they were, for it werea flrange interpres
tation to fay they weré noted by the Apoftless

L2 native

Church would cafily find thewantof th@m it e

comicarit thefetos {0 that though this con~'

* We coine now to enquire into the order of.

many Apoftles befide thofe that were Founda-,

it being to wreft the words of Payl from their -

54')\'%'{"("?:@}: TR
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tile Churches; to the Church'at Fersfalens (as
fome would have it)isa very cold eéxpofition ;

mployed in that bufinefs s bie fecondly,if they
called the olsry of (hriffe Surely this charaéer

<3

o treafure. | Again,’ Epaphvoditus - is not-only

3 “conférupon him the Titlé' of Apifile 6[1'1‘"‘11{;1.
fenger 5 fith e had a greater imploytiient than

Apel, and to war in that hioly warfare eveii- asa

(i /A Cmp injon ()f;Pau,l bi;}'}ft?ﬁi m’ld therefore ‘WOf" ‘ 58

I thily wight he be called a meffenger *of the
: v ChurChOf'de. 5 E L8 RGN TR e 10N
o Ofthisforfof the’

01 Tichizus, Priplinus and Apollos] as appéars froth
| theirbeiiig frequently © fellow Travéllers dnd
% AR -‘-i"‘"--.""-i ;;.,-EL_;“-K::&, TR S i

1 'ch\‘efrv,’zﬂftl“t‘%vqlé‘r; of Chrit.-'T ol’a ‘*ﬁéﬁh@: ]
- Brethren were meffengers) ‘only a5 they were
{ent to carry the  contribation from the Gen-

for firft," it cannot be. proved that they were
were, how Mould they for this fervice ‘only be

- muftiéeds vefér to their' being intrutted ‘with
¢ better ereaflire then Silver and Gold,fith cither

. Brethrcn or Sifters of 'very ordinary capacity
(if faithfulYmight have'béén fent wit}if‘reaiféh!y b

i called the' ms ffznger of the Church ae' Philippi; bue

il 2o Pyl c'r:r‘;ijp.efiup z}'cn Labour, and bis fz’ﬂé&fﬁﬂ- s
il dier, which thews;that thoughhe mi hi;bWﬁg B
. the Chutches bounty to Paaly yet this did ‘not

i‘: “that, hamely to labour in tlicwork of thé Go- b

b Ot Minifters of ¢he Golpel
MR R Tl el
¥a

[ ,» = .
e ) R ek o
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‘Labdixr}ers in the Gofpel with the Apofiles,

concerning whom I argne thus. Thefe per Loy
were Miniffers of the Gofpel, But they were noc iy

Ctyufted with the care of particular Churchesy they,.

'f;retbf,iroﬁi“ was generaly andby canfequenc,

travelling Minifters or mrﬂ}.nger: of the Golpew |
" Themajor is truc otherwife they xan beforg

they were fents and then how could the
preZch,? Ram.10. Or be Pasls fe}low—fouldiers
and fellow' Labourers? T he minor is out of

doubt, becaufe of their unfixednefs in e, |

{pect of placc, as before we have faid,
and  befide, fome of them are exprefly
called the Apoftles of Chrift, ¥ Thefoy,

where Silvanns 18 joyned  with  Peul o5
{peaking to the Theffulonians, and fo through.
out that Epiftle, and chap. 2. 6.1t 15 thus faiq,
nor of men fought we glory. We. Whatwe 2 pay

and Silvana:,t;wben we might bave been Lurthey. |
fome.How B8 ht Pasl and Silvanus have been |
burthenfcifle ? why a5 the Apoftles of Chrift, for |

Guch they were, otherwife they might not haye

been burthenfomeas fuch.
Timsothens and Tirus axc cvidently Minifters

. of the {ame rank, as appears partly from the
 Scripture gven now alleadged 5 where, as Pay;

and Silvanus, {oallo 7 imorhensis exprefly call
‘ed an Apiftle of Chrift. And partly from thofe
“Epiftles which Pasl wrote to them refpectively,
1Fim,1. 4y I befonght thee to abide [iill ar g'.
b bt F : : ) Phc-

2 RS
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phefus mhen Fwene into Macedoianie--that thox
might ® v fome that they teach mo other Dittrine,
Jodo.. Had Timsachies charge been only at’ E-
phefus as Paftour only of that Church,there had.
een noneed to befeech him to abide there 5 it 1
biiap, not tnknown to him that it ‘was by all
means requifite for fuch Paftors to refide nea-
theix refpective flocks,” and not to go to for='
rein Countreys, to mannage the Aﬂ%irs of 0-
ther Chuxches. Buit evident it is, that Zimsothy
was not fixed in any particular Church , but

indivers Countreys, and frequently fent by
him to fundry places, from the time that he
was called by the Apoftle to go forth with
him, till Paal {ent for the Elders of the Church
of Ephefus, whichwas not long before he was
taken prifoner, for all which fee. A¢, 16.x ,2,3,_
4+ and 17.25. 8 18,5.the 19.22. the 2. 4.t0 18,
And though ina certain Poff-[eripe added to
2Timiit is faid,that Timorhy was ordained the firft
Bifbap of the Church ar Ephefus,yet this cannot be
true, feeing the Church of Epbefus had  Bifbops,
&s 20. 18. cven whiles Pasl and Timohy
were companions i preaching the Gofpel in
.divers Countrys. Nor are the ancients, pofi-
tive in this mateer, for 1 find ' Eufebins only
faying that it js veported that Timothy was the
bl Bifhop of Ephefus,and Titus of Creers but he
el SUY e B affirms

‘was Pauls fellow~traveller among the Churches
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s nothing in this matter. ‘Bat that Tin
. ghenshis care was for other Churches, as: mudi‘_
| a5 for that at Ephefasis evident Philit.2 19, 20
 Bar Liruftinthe Lord Jefus 1o (end” Timocheys
o yon—~for L bave w0 man Lke minded | sp,
- R ”ﬁcnrﬂllyfc'drefgrygur/},1,;..-But ety
- procfof him thar as @ Son with the Father be payy
Nevped wichme inthe Gofpels e e
: . OF Titus the fame confideration may be fiads
" feeing he was Jefe in Creet sofet in order 1
 things whichwerewanting, and to ordain Eldew
. jn EVERY Church, plainly fhewing that hig
- ‘powerinthe Affairs of the Gofpel; and, his
: fJ;rczjfoi" the 'Church&g ‘was th<_3 ﬁm}e for every
 Churchs that it was for anyones’ which is o fay
- different ch&r%c from that which was given tq
t

 the Elders of the Churchof Ephefus,  A&ts 2o,
~forthey are not bid to look to all the Churches
iy #jiay buconly tothe flock’ (in the fingulay
| yumbex) overwhiclt the Holy' Ghift had mad,
" them Epifecprs,Querfecys o Bithops,nor was 7i-
sy hisearesforthe Churches in Creer only 5 for

- (’quipalls himhis parm‘er & chOW hClpCl‘ COI]L'\
cerning the Chusch at Corinth,a Cor.8.23mke-
the¥ any do onguireof Titus b is my pirener, and

- fallow belper concerningyon. - T ‘,
~"Ofthe fame import is that place, Gal. 1. 18,

49 4 went up vo Jerafalem vo [or Peter—~bat other |
bz dpfiles fow I none " fave James the Lords |

&

g ; bre-




Lrother : héic;‘?mif ‘tl_fc L:b'édéf%bi‘ém_éﬁ? ca t;d
an Apoftle, he wasnot oneof the 12. for that

mes is called the Son of /Aiphewns, Math. 1o,
3+ of this mind is Erdfebisiesd s it b
" But feromwould fometimes make thefe two

j vift olumsy that is; the
thirtcenth Apofile; but that Fumes the Lords
brother was motorie of vthe 124 s - evident

1 Cora 15.°5. t0 8, where (it i faid that “our”
 Lord apppeared firft ro Cephass then to the 124
afeer thag be was feen of Jamics then of ALL rre
Apritless Two things ai

1, That Fames is diftinguifhed from the 1g..
and {0 axe thofe perfons: fignified by ALL the
Apofiless tor it cannot be’ that by all the A:

call him Decimum tervinm o

~ “poltles (hould l)c:mea’n"c'thcghiéfﬂﬁgmé?ﬁi@f
‘they weré mentioned before, and Panl “himie

£ pleswhom our Lord fent outas meflingers to
“predely the Gofpelin every City whither-him-
{elf wotld go, and whono doubt became fa-
mous Migifers of the Golpelafter thie. Afcen=
tion of otix Lord, and with thiis Eafebins doth
“feem to apies ‘e ke thien, partly from- evi-
“dent Téxts of Seriptuite; and partly fiom ra-
“tional: probbilities, that - the! Primjeive

“one {elf-fame man, ‘and yee otherwhiles doth * * L

ey
y

. who was an Apofile o'f;‘éhef-fqiné-"dfgtfié}’;z%‘t i,
 mentioned afterwards but by ALL- the b
~ poltles, is molt like to be mearit the*fo  Difel- © 7

‘¢ lente to be noteds ‘I, o
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. Churches were endewed with a Miniftry of ||

" many meflengers or Apofiles befide thofi: who
were the Foundation: layers and Mafter:ly;).
dersin the Churchof Chrift 5 And hence We

“infer that God hath ordained fucha mip
to continue in his Church till the hody of our
Lord be perfected.

" 4. Fromne praclice m";/yg,fe (rethren ha i ft
queftion the being of meffengers, as a miniftery i
she Church ac this day. It will appear that " fychy 4o
Office doth remain. 2

- For, do they not frequently fend out men to
aét Authoritatively both in preaching the Go.
fpelto themthat are without ? in fetgy
things in order inremote Congregations? ¢,
exercife Difcipline by Excommunication of of.
fenders? and remitting the penitent ? by or
daining them Elders, and difpencing to them

the holy Ordinances? ¢c. As thefe things

cannot be denied, fowe may jufily enquire
how it comes to pafs that they do thus ? if jp.
deed the Church hath none to a& in the capa.
city of Apofiles, or meflengers of the Golfpel,

- atleaftas we havedchined them, feeing it can.

not be proved; (neither I think do our Bye.
threnaffirm) that Elders of the Churches haye
equal power in other Congregations, as in that

which they are chofen to {ervesneither s i SR

the power of any Congregation to take the
2 : ‘ ~ Paftour

2fter;‘p f
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Paftour of any Church from them; neither
may any Church impofe their Paftour upon X ’
another Chuxch, wherefore unlefs there bea

miniftery remaining i the Church which s ¥e-
lated to all Congregations indifferentlys we
may perceive what cgnfuﬁon is like tO enfue.
Moreover if thofe who go tO preach to the
World cannot juftific their calling, how fhall-

they comfort themfelvesin their “ndertakings
ftioned concer=

or anfwer oppofers when que ioned ¢

ning their Commiffion ? efpecially 1 fuch |
places where the Scriptures a1C ceceived, fith

all that bave read them may eafily pert.@ive,
that as the Gofpel is to be preached,' {o thofe
which go forth as Minifters thereof, muft be
fent either by immediate miffion from Hea-
ven (which our brethren pretend not to) or
{ome mediate miffion from the Church of
God, which none can retend to,that deny the
Office of meffengers fith other Officers are niot
by vertueof their Office to go out 1nto the ",
World to teach the Nations, or €O preach the

p 3

~ Gofpel to every creature. Ifto that which we .

have faid ic (hould be replyed ,That Churches

which are diffan: on¢ from anither 14y by confent e
les the Elders of one Church att as Eldirs in ani= 1
other, 8¢, this is fooner faid than proved , for =
foeng Officers have their Commsiffion at whaz time
they are ordained, it capnotbe that they ﬁ\%uld .
' e - have
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our calling thofe Offices by fach names. 25 ¢hel:
Seriptwre'gives them, vackier. then by’ fuch
names as-are exclufive ob thae Authotiyd
-which'is exéicifed cither by thofe whoigoi out -
to preach the Gofpelto everyicreature,orthofe =~ |
that take the care ofall theGhuyehes. Frue igisy:
| that Peter calls himfelf, aniEldersiand: thae ﬁn i o
i Was Elderinond Church as'wéllas in anorthers!
but this was becaifc he had'an Offi whighs .
was comprehenfive of ail ; ©ffices v ghel |
- Church," and hence itisthat wé'tind the Apo-
1tles fometimes performing: the Office 6f Deaz)
% cons,when it might be don%c without lett-to the
preaching ofthetWordsbuge: 1«4+ o Hesiwa

- greater contains the lefyyet Gakeidyg@nwwes
the Jefs dothi not contain, R AT T
the greatery for it cannot: be: denied, thagthe:
< ool
nconfiftant to one and the fame ﬁﬁﬂbh;xf;; ai aghey 4 4
L What may or ought to'bédonerin pricachingg) : i
the Gofpel by perfons giftcdin the Chuichy;as, 5
jis | 7bich uecoffarily isito be dome byivertse of th
= fizes which God bath ordained in. has: Chriroks O~
therwife it werd éafie to thew  that. God 'hdth

¢ though it be truc that. the = A&s 6.2, 1 yohm
88 Offiscof a particular Elder of @ ((angreqarion: N
Iy, and a chargeto Teachall Naridns,are; things
i Qi general. praviledge 7 dm},lf %Snﬁ)fﬁnyfbﬁfjm&?‘_f 5
:l}creto,diﬁour(h,‘bl‘[tﬂﬂl)dtéiﬂléﬂ(’: what it W
| ot blﬂYA Bio-’\?idﬁd”; Liberey in his *\Chi.l}‘di}:ffm 553
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the modeff exercife of the gifis of bis Spirit; in the

av of Prepkefie, Exhortation , &c. That the
;’ogy may bpc gdiﬁ ed. But alfo when by his
providgnce any of the members of the body. are
expofed roremate places, or othetwife called 45
seftifie their Faith, they may lawfully Evang,.

Jize or preach the Gofpel, as is evident bogly |

fromrthe holy Scripturcs, A%:8.4,5. And o.
ther very ancient Authors. - See Suerates Sch .

lafticses, 1.1, the 1 5.'16. Chapters. ;
5. The ncceffity of meflengers or Apofte
(in the fenfe we have defined ) is yet more eyj.
dent from the ffare of the worldsin re[pett of ihej,,
comtinual need to be anght the Golpel in the anciey,
prity thereof 5 and the rather becanfe of that greay
dauger they lic under, by reafon of the many deci.
wersor falfe prpofties, whichare goneont intg th,
worldy wha corrnye ihe word by mingling therexizh
‘their own Traditions. Pt
" The world is the Lords Harveft,into whi.,

he is pleafed to fend his Labourers, and the |

Church is commanded to pray that the Loyd

of the Harveft would fend forth painful Laboy< i

“rersinto his Harveft, Luke.1o 1,2, It will not
be denied that thefe labourers arefat leaft chie.
fly) fome that arc ina minifterial capacity ¢
preach the Gofpel. And they cannot {o well be
~underftood of any particular funion in the

~ miniftery, as that of meffengers; partly for thae |

the o

’

o el i as s il .




dire@ion to the Church; upon the occafion of
his fen ing forth meffengers to preach the Go-
- fpel: ¥ then it be the duty of the Church at

this day, to pray tothe Lord that he would.
s fend forth painful Labpurers to preach to the
% Wworld (as fure none can deny that) there is not
. any room left to doubt. of the continuance of
o fuchan Office, as that of meffengers of the Go-
# fpel, for that very clanfe touching their being
¢ {ent forth, and that as, Lambs in  the midft
" of Wolves, doth fufhiciently inftrut us what

f eth upon the Church of God to difpofe of her
Members to that needful work, as the Lord
vouchfafes to fit them for 5 leaft otherwife (he

#* belike thofe who make many prayers for that

which they never intend to do.
It is certain the Church hath no power te

I caufe the world to come to her Affemblics, nor
J¥. isit like that the world will fend-to the Church

of God for inftruction, It remaineth therefore,
{eeing the Gofpel isfor the illumination of all,

. baffadours to beleech the world in Chrifts

gy ftead to be reconciled to Gad even (o, onefruit

of the Afcenfion of our Lord (atthis day) isa

Labourers thefe are. A neceflity therefore lie=

that as God hath wont to fend forth his Am-

gift

the other Officers in the miniftry are Boungd .ta};; Bk
Particular congregations,as we have thewed be=
- forey and partly for that our Saviour givesthis'
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 might dwel among them, Pfal. 68 18.: which

~ beinterpreted of a gifted /_mi'nil‘tcry.n €0 tupy
 Rebellious finners fromydarknefs to light, iapg

doth affure his Difiples, that when he fhoylg
 {end the Holy Ghoft; he fhould ¢onvinee: ¢hs
- world of fin, of Righteoufnefs -and Judgmin e,

~ (which isabfind 1o think)or elfe 1f it remain 1y
thefe days , then it fuppoftsa miniftery ¢y
held forthto the world the cverlafting “Gofpey

(0]7 ¢ B S Pl

- now ifour Le-d Chrifffhould have’ none (o
- withftand thefe, if tieed be with an vre they 4o
- pfiies? foram I, as well aswithan e they Mis
- aiflersof Cirift 2 foam I. Nor doth the Apg<

filehear diffdlow shewdipelbation of Apfties or
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; g;ff é\?e:n‘fbi"th‘e Rebellioussthat the Lord. Go d 4
. being compared with Ephe[.;q, may very well!
> and,

from the;power of Satan unto God. To whicky!
agrees that place, Fba 16.8. ‘where our Lord!

g‘?‘;‘%

s I

and this:(nodoubt) as he fhould operate /oy
work upon men by the mipiftery of the word, |
. which promife  either - ended ” with that age

5 tor the abedience of faith, ¥ -fhcan- fuch'a miv |
niiftry asarehound évenby virtue of their ¢all»
ing, as: debtorsto  the wiferiand  unwife, ¢y
preach the Gofpel to":th‘ofnj that care’ witheo

. Thereisno dotibt bt Sa¢2n hath his ‘Ap- /i/?,e,, ‘

i Minifters ormiffengers i the world, as well g5
b intimespaft. 2 Cor 11,1352 2. Te were frange !

CMinj= | |
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Miniftersof Chriff to others Lefide himfelf and the’ -

véff of the ctief Apoffles ¢ But that which

‘he  doth  difallow, is, that ‘men fhould be.

ealled either the one or the other, when their
works declared that they were fudle. Apifiies,
and {uchi as only trangformed themfelves as the.
"Minifters of Righteoufnefs. But had it been
unlawful for any to be called Apifies befide

the Foundation-layers, Pam-hada very cafic’

way to confute thefe deccivers even by telling,:

‘them that their profeffieg themfelves poffies:

was proof fufficient that they were decctvers;
yet he never makes that an Argnment at all,

but goes about to vindicate his Apoftle/bip as: :

being nothing inferiour to thofe Transformed-
Apofties, fith he was not a whit behind the!
very chiefeft Apftles. The fame confideration
may be had of that place; Rev.2,2¢ Then haft
tryed them which [ay they are Apoftes and are nat,
and haf} found them Lyars : For had there been
no more Apoftles but the chief Apoftles, there
had beenno need to try whether thefe were
Aprftles of Chrift or not, for fill their very
faying they were fuch, had, without more
ado proved them Lyars, and like as if any

fhould arifcand fay Zaws Chrift the Savicur of "

the #world, his very faying fo were the greateft
evidence that the fame isa deceiver.  But why

M {02~
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fo? verily becaufe there isonly- one Loy) Fofiia
our Saviour, wham the Heavens muft retajy 'y ill

 the times of the reffirution of all thingsy even o, if

there were not afucceffion: of  ApofHles, ¢ were
onc of the eafieft thingsin the World to gjg

 covera falle Ap ffle.

. Finally, The Gofpel muft be pl:cached in alp

~ theWorld fora witnefs toall people, and they,
thall the end come, Meth. 24.14. which {uppo~:

fes the being of a miniftery, whofe work it 15 ¢
preach T'o sl Nations, even to the end of the
world, ' Rev.14.8. The: Angei [ a definice for a4
indefinire mumber Y meffenger ox Meffengers rogp
preach the everlafting Gufpel immediately befoye

' great Babylon “fall. It followeth then; thae

though darknefs hath much prevailed fince the

it publication of the Gofpel, ‘yeta miniftery

fhall go forth, even the meffengess of the Gow
ipel by whomthe earth [ball be enlightned.

“ Andhere let itbe noted that the preachep
(or preachers)of the everlafting Gofpel , hath
not & Gofpel to confirm with Signsand Won-
“ders, but a Gofpel to preach to ' every. Nation,
Kindred, Tongue, and People, even the fame
that was preached by our ‘Lord o and confirmed 10 us
by them thit heard bim.

ol ! “
* “The fum of that-which we havefaid is this ¢
. That as God hath given tohis ‘Church a fixed.
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take the care of partiéular'Congrcgatibns' for-

. unfixed, in refpeét of particular Societies OX:
- Congregations, t0 whom it appertains by vir=
~ taeof their Office to take all occafions to canfe
. tiie Light of the glorioss Gofpel 10 [bine unto fuch’
% as firin darknefs €0 plant Churches, to confirm

. and fettle them in the Faith and Oxder of the

'~ have believed zhzough grace,

" Girye, preach the Gofpel1o -\, :

ey ;refmr:. Fefus (1 brift ;’A &kb’l‘;;"
wappho was preached  among FoY <,

i youby US, even byme, and Silvanus , and Tis,
" ‘motheus. Thanks' be 10 b,
God which maketh mamfift > Cora.T4s

the favour of his knowledge by ‘
VS inevery places ;
And when they bad preas :
ched the Gofpel 10 thar City, A& 14at2es
and taught many, they ri-
surned again to Liftra, and to Tconiurm , and

For this canfe have | [ent an=

W <insoyon Timotheus, who# 1 Cotgize

S beleved Son and faithful 2]
g i the Lard ; who [ball bring you in remembrance

M3 "

" M;niﬁer? of Bifbaps , Elders, Paftors, &cto ;

~ he hathgiven her a travelling miniftery, or

# Gofpel, . To vific and comfort thofe which'

Antioch cmfiyming the fonls of she Difeiless

v‘.‘ﬁﬂl‘“‘ L
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. A&, 3436 Chtift e Freach every uke,,
bty e i ery |Charkh
f},’n and viﬁt, 0!)’,5”151'{” in, (v(r_?j ‘_Gity Wbtrg
we. b_awtpr;mhbld, glft;%rd,' tt,ndzfct bnw(' p]_,e”.d,.‘ s
p- -‘A-:~ :.; sreotieonn s AndLﬂlam with yoq
R a0 alwayes, even to the Ep,
g 'N,":::g‘-i(‘y)/ a3 {F5 :.] OfthC W@l‘ld. % Vs d
.. When wesay the mefléngers of ‘the Gofpe]
 aie dfised miiniffers.,  Our meaning
ther’ei)‘y to deny, but that for the more cone
venient mannagement of the great Affairs (4

 the Golpel, they may divide themfelves inte

O

~ divers parts, and fomay be-called the Hofffhe e

\ gtrs of fuch Conmirzysy aswith whons they mofp
s fffq‘“/‘"[, coa'ugrf: of the G(fpfl of Cb?’lﬂ, Gal. Ry
: 9. wien James;Cephas, and John perceived the
' grace whichnas piven to me and Barnabas, rh,
 guve smome and Barnabas the right hand of fels
4 ow[Fipibat we fbould go s the Heathen, and

: they
- tethe Cirewmcifion. In Afia we read of fiyem
e . '¥ wme fnger.f, and thefC ¥e~

- %.See alkie . Old lated to feven Chypchy in, 8

Tranfl. Jeven principal (ities'in’ thag

Country. yet it.may not be

doubted but there were many. Congregations

_ and {cartered DilCiples in Country Villages.ang
. o, many E/di~salfo : yea, andthat in thofe ve-
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vv Churches which are particularly nared fog in
the Chusch of Epkefss (which is ke ﬁ"/fﬁ‘?{ﬂ;c
Aeven we find divers Biftaps. or Elders before
J ohn wrotefrom Paimos, Adts 2. 17.28. 5
1tis true, the Ancients call thefe feven An-
gelsor meflengers, Bifbops or chief Minifters.
But then we know by Bifkps they ccromonly
mean fuch as had the charge of many particus
lax Congregations. Thus they make Timothy
a Bifhop, yet confefs him to be a preacher of
the Gofpel from Ephefus unto Iitiriesm , and
. throughout Hellasn Acbaia. Tizusthey make .
Bifhop of Creet, yet fuchan oneas preached the
Gofpel in all that Country. They alfo make
Silvanus Bifhop of Thefalonica, but the Scrip~
ture as we have feen calls him an Apeftle, as
well as the reft. Now whether it be more fafe

to call thofe travelling Minifters of Chrift B2:

(bups, after the manner of mens or Apftoles,afs
‘ter the manrer of the Scripere, is the bufines
i{){; the fober and unprejudiced Reader to cote

ider.

o ol : b N ¢
v % wo o Nk



vttt e




