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T h e E p i f t l e D e d i c a t o r y 

'^0 ^ r . M a t t h i a s Rut ton Miniver of 
Boughton Munchalfe, and to the 
reft o f his Brethren ( the Clergy ) 
nho have ecclipfed and darkned 
the DoBrine of the Gofpei by the hu
mane traditions received from thfi 
Fathers. 

W f ? ^ Having received your 
^ ^ J f ^ l apologctical difcourlc 

( i n a Let ter fcnt to a 
l ^ ^ r ^ g j f r iend o f mine ) in re

ference to w h a t d i f -
courfe you anJ I fo rmer ly h a d , 
in the w h i c h Let ter you dilco^ 
vcrcd your f e l f to be a great A n -
^agonift unto the truch & ihd M i -
n i l l r y thereof : Moreover i t d o t h 
appear by your L e t t e r , that i t is 



The Epiflle 
your Pu lp i t d i lcoui fe frequently 
t o c a l u m n i a t c t h c p c o p l e o t G o d i 
upon the confidcrai ion whcreot , 
I thoui>ht my i c l f bound in duty to 
Ipend lome nmc in Ihewing the 
difference be twix t true and talle 
Min iUcrsby icveral chara^ers, to 
ihe end you may lee your lelves to 
be luch ( as you acculc the M i n i -
i tcrs ot Chr i lk to be ) ^7z. the 
faU'e corrupt M m i f t e r s , and l o 
confcqucntiy the Min i f t c r s ot Sa-
t h a n , lo the end you may ceale _ 
to pervert the r igh t way ot the 
L o r d , and repent ot your abuhng 
Gods People and Ordinances-, 
f o r a i fu red ly . Sirs , your lurning i 
o f things up f idedown , w i l l caulc 
the L o r d to turn you out ot his 

. pretence , unlclTe pu repent, for \ 
aod in all ages hath been "lery zea. ' 
lous of his order:, hence i t came to 
pa f fe , that the L o r d thrcained 
the Pricfts of o l d to (hew them 
his back and not his face in the day 

of 
•a. 



Dedicatory, 
of their calamity, the reaCon was? 
becaule they had cauled the 
People to ftumblc f r o m the an-
l ient path, to wa lk in a way not 
caft u p , and doubrlelTe l i you 
look into the an icnt patii o f 
C h n f t , wh ich he anJ his A p o -
ftlcs and D;lciplcs walked in , you 
W i l l find that you are got tar 
out o f that path , f o r they d i d 
not teach fo r h i re , to make 
thcmfelves the Rabbies o f the 
times 5 but were w i l l i n g to de
mean themlelvcs, and be the ler-
vants o f a l l men fo r C h n f t s fake-
neither d i d they caft up fuc h a 
Pa th as Infants b a p f l m e , to 
aiake who le Nat ions to be a 
C h u r c h , but d i d comman.^. per-
fons to come out f r o m the m u l 
t i tude , and thereby compaf tca 
C h r i f t s Churches together ot 
i and i f i ed Stones , that is to lay 
men (cparated f r o m the N a t i o 
nal mul t i tude by repentance > 

taiin> 
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TheEpiflle, 
f a i t h and b a p t i f m , wh ich be
came the f p i r i t u a l houfe : M o r e 
over Sir 5 whereas you abule 
the People o f G o d , by call ing 
repr( achfu l l ignominious {lan
ders on them , know, the L o r d 
takes i t as done unto h i m f e l f , 
they being as dear to h i m as 
the apple o f his eye , and i f 
Samfon w o u l d be revenged ot the 

Ĵ '' Ph i l i f t in s f o r his eyes , fu re ly 
the L o r d w i l l be revenged o f 
fuch as labour ( as much as i n 
them l i e th ) to pluck out his eyes-
Sirs are you not l ike unto thofc 
Phanfaical Prieds , that C h r i f t 
reproves, wh ich d i d bu i ld the 
toombs o f the prophets, and gar-
n i f h the Scpulchcr o f the r ighte
ous, pretending great love to 
t h e m , and yet notwi thf tandin«r 
pcrfecute the friends o f C h r i f t ^ 
wh ich walk in that way w h i c h 
C h r i f t ha th l e f t them to wa lk 
i n , by your f e d and example, I 

lay 



Dedicatory. 
f a y , i f the b lood o f the r ighte
ous f h o u l ^ be required o f iuch 
a generation, repent you and 
break o f f your fins byr ighteouf-
neffe 3 before the w r a t h o f the 
L o r d break out , and there be 
no retncdy : But to pafle t h a t , 
and come to the matter in hand, 
I have perufed your Let ter , and 
given y o u a f u l l anfwcr to i t i n 
the f o l l o w i n g treatife 5 one th ing 
I ftrange a t , that you f h o u l d f o 
much forget your le lf , as to 
charge m e , that 1 f e l l upon you 
w i t h abufivc words f o r a Ser
mon y o u del ivered, in the w h i c h 
y o u f a i d , y o u proved m e , and 
f u c h as I were to be the M i n i -
fters of Sathan , when in very 
deed and t ru th , I knew not tha t 
y o u had delivered fuch a Ser
mon 5 neither d i d 1 begin w i t h 
y o u 5 but after y o u had anfwe-
r ed ro fome qucftions tha t were 
propounded to you (by another) 

A 4 and 



TheEpifilg 
and that i n your fpcech you 
had caft rcproachlu l l fpecch up
on the people o f G o d , I could 
do no lefle but anlwer to your 
fpcech 5 but not w i t h abufive 
w o r d s , as you may fee more a t 
large in the anlwer to your L e t 
ter , and feveral other things 
you d i d mif take your f c l f i n , 
but I have fhcwed you them in 
their t ime and places, as before 
mentioned 5 Moreover, Sir, take 
this w o r d o f adv i f e , that i f your 
memory be f o fliallow, that you 
cannot retain any thing w i t h o u t 
B o o k , when you have the l ike 
occafion aga in , take down w h a t 
is Ipoken in w r i t t i n g , f o that y o u 
may a f f i rm the t r u t h , fo r I doe 
affure you to fpeak untruth is a 
ftiame and reproach to any peo
p l e , but more cfpecially to fuch 
as profeflfe themfelves to be the 
Mini f tc rs o f C h r i f t 5 and as t o o . 
^iginal Sin which was a thing w e 

con-



Dedicatorjl 
contcfted about , I have 

^^^fi f f h c w e d y o u in the f o l l o w i n g trca-
t i l e wha t punifhment i t brought 
upon the Sons o i men , and w h a t 
v i ca th i twas that was threatncd 
a s t o b e t h e p u n i f h m c n t o f i t , the 

jjjOfC '̂ which death reigned over a l l i r o m 
^flc^' Adamio Afoyfes^ a n i yet r ighte-

ous A^o^^andfeveral others were 
0 i^J not damned; (o defir ing your con-
fhcH^̂  v e r f i o n , much more than your 

J \,e(^^^ confuf ion , I r e f t , but not to be 
ti^^ your (crvant and a l l mcfns f o r 

^^Y. C h r i f t s f a k e , 

Ceorge Hammon. 

The 



The Ep i l t l e to the Reader. 

Currrous R«adcr, 

T Here is inclofed in this 
/itlie Treatifc many weigh
ty par iiculars ^ the which 
did concern all persons to 

look iu-to in former ages ^ but more 
efpecially m that lite in the laft age 5 
If therefore thou [halt read this 
Treatife jvith a Jingle heart, and an 
impartial afjeffion, doubtleji' it will 
be worth thy time and pdins. Moreo-
zerj J do defire that thou wouldefi 
fearch th^ Scriptures, and brin^ 
thoje things that are contained here
in to them J that fo by the Touch-
({one of Gods fVord thou mUift dif-
cern between Truth and Error^ and 
thereby thou wilt become obedient to 
that Command of the Lord , which 
is, T r y a l l things, and ho ld f a f t 

that 



The E p i f t l e 
that w h i c h i s good. Rmemher that 
the Bereans mre counted more no-
Me than the men of Theffa lonica , 
becaufe the) received the jpords of 
Paul , {mhich comted as ftrange 
doBrine ) and fearched the Scrip' 

. tures daily ^ to fee whether thofe 
. things were fo or no : even foj aU 
.Although many of thefe particulars 

rnay be counted erroneom^ yet prove 
[s^^^ % [^^f a noble Berean , to fearch 
y 0i>^^ the Scriptures to fee whether it be 
j u f l fo or no. Moreover ^ do not count 

'^y tt a ftrange things that the trueft 
iti^^i '^^'^^^nes that ever was fhould be 

l^li/ queftioned ^ and counted Here fie y 
' for the learned Scribes and Than-
J^^f fees did queflion Chrift , to know 
I lfi4 where he had his VoBrine^ and faid 
^i^ljifC' He hath a Devil, and is mad : The 
•pdj' Apoflle Paul alfo was called a pe-
^Ifdit^ fttlent fellow, a teacher of ftrange 

0» DoBrines , a ring-leader of SeBa-
^•Ifit to rifg^ ^ turner of the world up-fide 
^l}icl> down, and what mt ^ Tet y ^ the 

j (d^ Jpoftlc 



/ T o the Reader. 
jlpoflle faithy After the manner they 
called Herefie, /b mrfhipped he the 
God of his Fathers^ believing all 
that was written : Even fo fay J, 
that if any thing that I have writ
ten in this Jreattfe doe not agree 
vith the /Vord^of God, and the do-
^ine according to godlinefs , / 
fhall give thanks to any man that 

, will inform me of it, and alfo re
nounce it ; but, as the Apoftle Paul 

faith in another cafe, I judge I have 
the Spirit of God^ and [peak the 
Truth. Moreover, Chriflian Rea
der, know that we are in the lafi age^ 
upon whom the 'Very end of the world 
is come, in Mch laft age that great 
howr of temptation [hall be, the which 
fljall try all them that dwell upon 
the face of the whole Earth; there

fore very profitable for U6 to look in. 
to the Proi hecies of the laft Times ^ 
that being fore-warned^ they may bi 
fore^armed; and in order to the fla-^ 
fality ofthy mindyl have in the follow-

ing 



T h e E p i f t l e 

/ Treatife fet before thy Wrv^ the, 
'^^^il^\gloriom Paradtfe the vfhi(h thtt Lord 
ff^iilirgave unto his Son M^Vdi And aU 

^^'0 though he loft itbytranfgrejsicn:, yet 
I^J^^e fhewedthee that a jhallbe re-

S ft^red again by the Lord Jefus (into 
^^"^ J ilt^ that primitive glory J at hU fecond ap-
^jlJh pearance and Kingdom. Moreover^ 

^^^^y I have jhemd you nhat a glonom 
inheritance God will gtve to hts Son 

f j l t P Jefm, which iS the Man from Hea-
ven : So that although the earthly 

f f j ̂  Mans earth'y Paradife was gloriom, 
L yet the heavenly Mans heavenly Pa-
llM radife (hall befarr more glorm % tt 
%y. is that new J c ru la l cn i , the trails 
.hniA thereof are oarniM wtth all man-
J , / ner of precfm ftones, the Streets 
.11 i f f whereof is pure q^old. Be ^ tranfpa-

' rent glafje\ Ihe nhich Paradf 
y / ' ^ ' jhall not be of the Earth, or from the 
0^^^ Earth, although it fhall be placed 
^^y^ upon the new Earth.:, but ( ^ | 
l( 1^' have fhewed in the Treatife ) it \hatl 
(nlW come down out of JfJeaven from God^ 

i4 . 
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T o the Reader. 
heing that City which faithful! A b r a 
ham looked fbry nh/ch had foun
dations, whofe maker and builder 
was God, it *jhail be the gloriom ha
bitation of Chrift in the day of his 
raign, and all that are faved fhall 
walk in the light of it, which Cny 
hath no need of the Sun, Moon, Qr 
Stars-, for the Lamb fhall le the It oht: 
of it. Curteom Reader, ajjure thy felf 
that the Godly^ who haze died tn the 
Faith, didfeethefe things in promi-
fes, although they were afar o j f , and 
did imbrace them, and did acknow
ledge themfelves Strangtrs and PiL 

grims on the Earth, and they that fay 
fuch things, declare plainly that ihey 
feek a Countrey ivhich is a heavenly 
one ; wherefore God is not afhamed to 
to be called, their God, for he hath pre
pared for them a City: and it was that 
glonom inheritance ivhich made faith-
full Wloyics/light P h a r a o h s ' W 
Dradem, and refufe to be called the Son 
^/Pharaohs Daughter, choofmg ra-

' ther 



T h e E p i f t l e t o the Reader. 
ther to f uffer affliBion mtb the people 

All of God 3 than to enjoy the pleasures of 
Ijfr^. a P^fiir afeafon for he had an eye to 

^^^^^^^o^pence of reward, fo that faith 
0 is the evidence of things not feen, 
jM^^^y Moreover, courteous Reader, I'defire 
'^^JjJ ^^^^ "Ot to flight the matter contained 

•l O^ ̂ ^ ' '««5 becaufeof any prejudice thou 
^1 mayfi have againft the Author 5 fo de-

^^fl J fi^^^g t^^e Lord to open thy underfian-
' I U ^if^gi I fhall reft, but not to pray for 

• ill ^^(^l(ffe happinefle by Chrifi in 

T h y unworthy Friend 

•lik 

son 

¥ 



T h e S u m o f a D i f p u i t c 
be twixt a Teacher o f the Ana-

bapcifts, and the Mihifter of 
Umghm^ where by Prori-

dcncc they itec 

[ Hff ^nabaptifi, as appeared 
) hy his hcAt , being much 
\ troubled at a Sermon deli' 

ijired bj ihe xJMinifier^ 
fvhereinhe proved, plainly bf Serif' 
turey That ftich as he TvaSj voerS th^ 
UHejfen^ersofSatafi) and delivered 
Satant Mejfagey fell upon the Mif^i" 
fier with ab^fufe ri>ords', afterwards 
they em red into Vifputation , the 
^eftiott -was. Whether there were 
any fuch Sin 38 Original fin; the A-^ 
nabaptiji: dinted it; the Minifier ^ r -
g^dan Argnment from , the effamplc^ 



e»f Divid , fonfeping that hee Waf 
Jhapeff m iniquity, and m ftn did his 
f/lothsr c once I've him, Pfal. 51. 5̂  to 
prove there tvasi 

The ^nabaptifi anfvoered , That 
the meaning of that fla-t e iPas this^ 
not that Dzy\d himfcif was corrup-^ 
ted or defied with Jin, but that hee 
was Jhapen and conceived in a Jinful 
Woman, which anfsver will appear to 
my man that hath but comnion \enfey 
to be not only fa/fty but alje mod a^-

furd and ridiculous - for David, as 
will plainly appear to him thr>t reads 
that Pfalm y Jpeakj only of himfelf, ^'^''jjt 
cofffeffeth his cwn Sin only, and this ' \^^^ \!S>'' 
Original fin-y as the root and fountain j 
ofaii the reji i there was net fo much 
as a thought of time betwixt hu iVW-
tural bewg^ and his iiinful bein^^ 
Corruption did accompany the very 
firfl degree of his Conception, I vvas 
fiiapcn in iniquity, and in fin did rs,y 
JY5othcrconceive me: nAnd hepn^ies 
for the forgivenefs of this fin amoncr 
thorvft. ' ^ 

Aftei many vnords^afl^ the Ana-^ 
baptift^ mfmisf ed^ cbjeeied,7hat ths 
Minifler ^eter read 'rf any Chiide 

that 
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that was Dammd^ therefore ?so fuch 
Mji "i^htch defirved eternal Dcathihis 

tf^^K^^li reafon was^ kcaufe et ernal Death is 
^i%\^ffy ^^ges of sBual fn', which 
pis'-' z t̂f Mini[ier demed, and in flamed 

J , '^^^u^raprol fa ted from aU etermt), 

f A Tl^« ^na(>aftift anfvcrdy . J'hap 
^ fl^Y^^^t w Of for Eiaus aB^tdl, trdnjgrefi-
I ff H ^ ^ d citedJcxQmy•fa/jfl^, i;fft th{ 
^ pilf^,'^^°rds named are in Aiiio/i|^'3:,<5V'^. 
''V '̂̂ ^ i three Tianfgrcffion^'. Qf .p̂ r??̂ ^̂ '?/̂ ^ 
^̂ ;,;;̂ ratJ<-l for Four, i will,"n,dcjurp awiiy ch'? 
'Vp̂ îdj' punidimenc chcieof j and fo the fx'ih 
t¥ ^^^^ ^^"^^ -̂̂  ' ' az Ty rus. 
fl)im^^^'t^ i^ farre from ih^ purpofo as 
4tJ'I'^^^^g^^on ij from Kowe.' Jt appears 

' j/^ plainly, from , the Jfpoft-/e that' the 
[/fi'^jl^^^ords cited by the Mtniflcr J E'aii 
j^;^have I hated, are concerning Gi'df 
r^l^^'^j.purpof.^ inBledion and Keprcbapofiy 
(h ^'.'j '^"^ not for afiy aBttal Sin comrnitted 

I ^ h Efau, or good done by Jacob, foi' 
I'j!^ j Children not being yet born, mark. 
yf\.^^l^'^tj neither having done god of 
^}i>>^'yvil^ markjhut, that the' purpofe of 

according to eteBion might 
r vcrf, I I . tt is written^ Jacob 

^ have Moved, buc Efm have 1 hated. 
B \ i^hai 



they fay if i^ ttn]ufi for God to T>Amyi f¥ \ 
tiofe that never committed ABual ^ f j . 
Sin , the Afoflle would flop their ( / 
hlafphemons rudttthesjScx\:. l4.What 
fllall we fay then, is there unrighte-
oufnefs wich God ? God' foibid, faith 
he:, Hath not the Potter power over the / 
Clay, to make one Ve{fcl for honour, /#/^ 
â id another for diihonour, ver, a i . V L 
l/ihe Anab^ptifi f t ill ohftinate, the jA^t 

iiiinijter urged another tArgument tP 
to prove fome Children were *Z)^w, (^^^^%^ 
pedy and not for AUnal ftn^ there»' f f j ^ i 
fore for Original, and therefore there L 
was fuch fm as we call "Original f\>/ 'pij 
the Argument was taken oUtofJudc,' # jfi 
verf 7. where it is faid, that So* i^f j / j 
dom and Gomorrah, and the Cities j/'jiti 
about them, fuffered the vengeance of yf /̂' fl} 
eternal fire; in which Cities, no4ouh jl/f'̂ '̂ r' 
hut there were fome Children which ,^(^^0 
never had finned aBuaVy, and thefe 
'with therefifnffered the vengeance of 
tternalfire. 

The u^nabaptifi anfwered^ by fheW" 
ing the meaning of Eternal; The word 
Eternaly faith he, is there to be un-
derftcod for confumingy tphich is as 

rid'" 

ft'"' 
A / 

I 



ridiculom and ahfurd as the reft; om 
ordwaK/fixQ u conftimng^it confunfei^ 

. hj'^.the fVeod, or other nmter that nour 
f j j i M h e t h f t , and fo at lafi it felf u 
G^^^^ f cxtinguifkfd ; hut this, eternal firei^ 
^'^M1 '^'^"^^^^oeth oHty neither doth it con-' 
/Vj^,y«Wff thofe it burnsthe wicked 

eternally-, that is, for ever-, and: 
nbi^' f j "^ye never, confumedr, jo .the^ anfwer 

'cr '̂ ^̂ J ̂ ^f^y<^^ ^ .contradiU ioi^\ 
'^f. 1 / To make this hij:£xfofii((n gool,; 
1 i^'ihe citedapaee df]St\U2^z.lo, 45, / r 
'l(L.fi0>.foallbe more iollerabiyfifrSodom^ 
^ ^Arr i ^^'f^crrah in, the Vay^of Juigement^.^ 
^ ^¥ than for M City r that^Avill not re-^^ 
k K'"'''^^ the Apofkles mote toller able 

^ V ' i ' ^ ' ' * ' ' ihfml^hcy{heing h<ilm h ^^'^ 
fn£Whis Vifciples) Sodom imd Gomor-
\jMrahjhan be ^^xpifcd; bm that Ex-

llVofition they can never mm good; , 
yil)i^'j ^oretollcrable, faid the Mjnifter ^ 

.y^phatisf they jhall not receive fo fe- . 
fi^Kul'^'^^e a Sentence, they fhall re^^iv^. 

%(ftKtlieJfer Damnation, but not be roholly 
'^l-J^ -fxcufed. This he proved by reafon, 
\ftii^^^^ /or more is the Comparative degree-, 

^ J and is a relative term-, and refpeSls 
^ lij r j the • fame things then ftrenghened 
^ /"^V this Ycafon by Scriptur^t Matt 23« i4» 
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Yce fhall receive greater dajrnatlofi 
there is Vamnation for them becaufe 
they devoured widows houfes, but 
greater damnation Jjecaufe they made 
lonv prayer thdr pretence ; mtre tolled, 
ratle, theny doth not imply that they 
were wholly ^>^cufcdy but received, 
lefer puMiJhment, 

The Anabaptifl then begaji to urge 
an Argummty that no Children were 
T>^mhed;^ ihe^. l^'»^^^^^\T,^^ceiving 
th'at thii w^s to rflp rditrid iH- a circle^ 
mt able io'iv^f^re the cold logger, be-
ikg not yet fully, recovered 'offfcknefs^ 
the^nakaptifi began, to cry^Eiory^ 
by railing on. the Miniflets. 

jV^rti not - thofe people given over to 
a reprobate fenfe, to firong delufons^ 
to beleeve lyes^ they could never force 
fuch interpretation's upon Scripture, 
The Lord.of en their eyes^ that they 
may fee the truth, and. convert, ^nd '< 
be healed-

Mat. Rutton tMin, 


