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T h e D u t y o f a C h u r c h - M e m b e r , -z / /^ . ftedfaftly 

t o c o n t i n u e i n t h e Comnmnion o f a particular Church o f 

C h r i f t , t o w h i c h h e h a t h j o i n e d h i m f e l f . 

T h e f u b f t a n c e o f w h i c h was p r e a c h e d t o a C o n g r e g a t i o n 
i n London-^ and n o w p u b l i f l i e d , w i t h fome En la rgment , f o r the 
beni f i t o f that and other Churches o f C h r i f t . 

B y I S A A C C H A ^ V N C ^ T T 

God IS not the Goh of Confufm, but of Order ; its in all the Churches of the Saints, 
I Cor.xiv. ^3. 

I befeech yoH Brethren, mark^ them that cmfe Divljions and Offences, contrary to the 
Doctrine fhichjou have teamed ^ and avoid them. For they that are fuch, ferve 
not the Lord Jefus, but their own Belly ; and by good Words and fair Speeche's deceive 
the hearts of the fimple, Rom. xvL • 17,18. 

—_ 1,., .f-^^t-Sia .'Si^B^ ^ 
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They contitmed fiedfaply in the Apojiles DoBrwe^ and FQI-

lorpfhip^ and in breaking of Bread^ and in Prayer. 

TH E One hundred and twenty were met together in Jernfdem^ una-
nimoufly in one place, at the time of Fcntecofi^ in obedience to the 
command of our Lord Jefus before his Afcenlion, That they jhould not 
depart fromjernfakm^ but wait for the Tremife of the Father \ the Ba-. 

ptirm with the Holy Ghoft ; which accordingly was performed. The facrcd 
HUtory whereof is in the beginning o f this Chapter. The immediate efteft o f 
the miraculous Appearance o f the Cloven-Tongues like fire, fitting upon each 
o f them, was, their fpeaking with other Tongues, in all Languages, as the Holy 
ChoH- ( with which they were filled ) gave them utterance. This being mifed 
abroad, verf. 6. and there being many Jews and Profelytes devout Men now at 
the Feaft, from all Nations afi^embled to Worf l i ip , a-great multitude foon 
llockcd into the Church of One hundred and twenty thus allembled to fee this 
extraordinary Appearance. And whilf t they were aftonifhed and varioully af-
feded therewith, Pacr preacheth that excellent Sermon, wherein he gives a 
a full account of this Miracle, and convinceth the Jews of their great Sin o f 
Crucifying Jefus o f Naz.areth. The EfFefts of which Sermon were very great, 
I . That they where pricked at the heart, in a deep fight and fence o f their 
inoll horrid Sin. 2. Thty enquire o f theApoItles, what tlicy fliould doe to 
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4 T^he Interejl of Churches: Or, a 

hs faved? 3. They being advifed, and encouraged by Peter, are biiptized 
and receive the Holy Ghoft , vcrf. 38, arc. 4. They that gUMy received the 
iVord, were added to the Churchy verf. 41 . rf^j^l'iStiaztv were joined in Socie
ty as Members o f that Church, which was before but One hundred and twen
ty , and became now a body of Three thoufand one hundred and twenty. 
1. Obf. Whence obferve, It is the duty of every Believer to joi>i, himfelf to a 
particular Church. 1. That fnch as offer themfelves to the Fellow[hip of a parti-
cular Congregation., are. tagive a credible Evidence that they have gladly received the 
Word untQ Faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift. Thus thefe did. 5. Lafily., Wc h^ye 
this commendable Charader given them, verf^i. That they continuedfledfaft-
ly in the Communion of the fame Churchy in all the Ordinances and Inflitutions of 
the Lord Jefus Chrifi. 

In the Text the Spirit o f God gives us a high commendation, or Encomium, 
o f the Spirit and Pradtice of this great and numerous Congregation, and par
ticularly of thefe new Converts, th^t they continued ftedfaftly and firmly in 
the Faith and Order of the Gofpel, nww^a-}(a.fji^^v1if, Erant perfeverantes^ in-
cumbentes., ftmperadjtantes. The word is of great Emphafis and Significancy to 
theputpofe, for which i t is ufed here, and in other places, as fhall be fhcwed by 
and by, i t lignifying the perfifting and abiding in and by a pradlice with all 
the heart, and might, ^dly. We have the particulars mentioned o f the Faith 
and Order wherein they did ftedfaftly and heartily continue or perfift . 1. In 
the Apoftlc's Dortrinc, to which their Faith is to be referred. 2. O f Feliow-
fhip. 9. Breaking Bread. 4. Prayer, i.e. in Faith and Order of the Gofpel. 
Tbf l t Point of Dodlrine and Duty here plainly offering i t felf to us is this. 

Docfl. That-they.that are added to, or made Members of a particular Gofpd Church 
or Congregation.^ ought firmly and fledfaflly to abide in all the Ordinances and Inflitutions 
appointed by Chri/l., for their Edification., and fpiritual Advantage in the faid Church.^ 

That this Primitive C hurch at Jerufalem was a particular Congregati
on, I think is linTiciently beyond all difputc. For, i . i t wasthefingle and 
only true vifibic Church, which Chrift had upon Earth, for the Church of the 
Jews was but pretcndedly only the Church of God at this time ; and that Church 
Conftitucion and whole Oeconomy was aftually and really diflblved at the 
death of Chrif t , which was abundantly manifefted by the rending the Vail 
between, the Oracle and the holy Place. Likewife this Church fell into its 
Snal Apoftacy, by Crucifying the Lord o f Glory, under the guilt whereof 
thefe new Converts lay before their Converfionby Pefer's Sermon, otherwi(c 
devout ^ many, i t may be, fuch as Comclim. And therefore this One hundred 
and twenty were the only true Church, which Chrif t , when he afcended, 
left hereon Earth. And this Three thoufand Believers ( its faid ) were added 
and joined to i t in one Congregation, and fo continued in a firm and ftcdfaft 
Communion. And as they met before the addition,, fo they did afterward, j 
for thefe returned from M'junt Olivet ( where Chrilb afcended) to Jerufalem, 
Ch. v.v. 12. and when they were come, they went up into an upper-roora, 
^i'ji-^Sw, where the Apoltles did abide, i. e. met together frequently and 
conftantly, verf A. all coptinued.with Prayer and Supplication with one ac-
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Scripture flea for j l e d f a f l n e f s in Gofpel Order. 5 
cord. The fame Exprellion is there as here ufed, after this great addition ? 

rts^iT/^fli^^yls; au9^v/MJSi''2 they ferfevered ftcdfaflly with or.t AL-
cord., &c . and in the fame place, as is raanifefl; t i l l the effiifion of the Gifts o f 
the Spirit at Pemcofi, Ch. i j . i . Thus the fame Church only encreafed and 
multiplied, continued t i l l Stephen^ Martyrdom ^ after which, by Saufs Rage 
and Perfecution, i t wasfcattered, and many arofe ouc of one, through the 
preaching of the Gofpel by the Difciples in Samaria., and the Coafts round 
about. But here they were intent in this Church C ommunion as one ChuK:n 
or Congregation, for they unanimoully alTembled daily in the Temple, v. 45.. 

I t is vain and illogical there to talk o f a Catholick vifible Church ; tor a 
Gatholick vifible Church fuppofeth many Churches, as were afterward •, but 
this was but one individual Church at prefent: but not long after there were 
many Churches gathered and conftituted after the Order of this, which is 
propofed in this Text, as an Example to all Gofpel Churches in after-Ages, 
the following whereof, and other Churches of Jade a after, the Apoftle Paul 
commends in the Thejfulomans^ Ep. i. Ch. i j . -y. 14, Te, Brethren^ became fvllowers 
of the Churches of God^ which in Judea are in Chrifl. 

In the handling this Point, I lhall take this method, 
I . To jheiv what are the Ordinances and Jnfitutions of Chrifl., in which Church 

Members are to contimie fiedjaft f 
1. What it ii.to continue ftedfafl in the faidInjtitutions ? 
3. Why are they thus to continue ftedfaft in them ? 
Qpell. I . What are the great Ordinances and ^Appointments of the Lord Jeftts • 

Chrift., in which Church Members are to perfifir^ for the maintaining Church Com
munion ? 

.^itjw. We lhall in Anfwer hereunto keep our felves confined to the Text , 
wherein Four are mentioned. The Jpoflks DoSirinc., Feltawjhipj Breaking Bread, 
and Prayer, 

Ffrfi^ They perfiftcd in the Apoftle's Dodrine, and thereby I conceive thefib 
things are to be underftood. 

, 1 - As they received Gofpel Truths at firft, da^duaf^ gladly, chearfully, 
wi th delight, fo they continued to .believe and doe. Here is their flcdfaftnefs 
jn the Faith, l Thefi, 5. Our Gofptl came no: unto yon in wordonly., but alfo in 
Power., and in the Holy Ghofl., and in much cffurance- The W o r d preached • 
had a powerful, fpiri tual , and eftablilhing EiFeft upon them \ and fee how 
welcomethe Word was, how gladly received, v.6. Ye became, fumjfu, imita^ 
tors of M, and of the Lord., having received the Word in much affliSlion., ivitbjoy ia , 
the HolyGhofi. Notwithftanding all the outward afllidions they met withal, the 
word preached was mofi: welcome to them, "it was moft fweet and reliihable 
tothem, as i t was to i>^w^, Py^/. cx ix . ioa . How fveet are thy words uutomy 
t^fif •• fwfieter than honey to my mout.h. And the Apoftle further thanks God, . 
I . .1 hei. i j . 13. without ceafirig ; becaufe, faith he, when ye received the Word of 
God which you heard of us., ye received it not as the word of Menbut ( i s i t is i n 
t r u t h ) the word of God., U ly h^ifySTcu^ works inwardly and effectually (the word • 
ufcd comprehends both jenFcsj) in t,hofe thpt believe. And in this, verf. I 4 . he 

, faith,;. 
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fai th , They heme the Followers of the Churches of Judea. The firft of which 
we fee in the Text, were ftedfaft and permanent abidcrs in the Apoftle''s Do-
f t r inc , receiving from time to time the truth in the love of i t , they continued 
in conllant exercife of Faith and Obedience, and the word was always a 
quickening life unto them ; a favour of life unto life. 

2. I conceive by pcrfifting in the Apoftles Doftr ine, is meant a conftant at
tendance on the Afinifiry of the Church for their Edification; the Apoftle's 
Min i i l ry was then the Miniftry o f that Church, the Flock is to attend on the 
Shepherd that feeds them, as the Shepherd to the feeding of them, ./^£ls xx. 18. 
The Duty is relatively to be performed, and i f Pallors and Teachers, as well as 
the Apoftles themfelves, were given for the per felling the Saints, and edifying body 
of Chrifi, Ephef. iv. 11,12. Then the Saints muft attend the teaching of Church 
Officers in their rcfpc^livc Charges, for the attaining the fame end. And cer
tainly, by Chrift's appointing Miniltry and Officers in each Congregation, h« 
intended the Accompanying his Churches with his peculiar Blefling and Pre-
fence for Edification, in their conftant attendance on a ftanding Mini f t ry , 
and Ordinances amongft them. And we find by woeful Experience, that Er-
ratick fcampering Hearers have ufually itching Ears, that regard more Rhe
torical Haranges than found and fpiritual Preaching, and go oftner to fee than 
to hear Preachers ^ whereas i f Men have Ears to hear what the Spirit faith unto 
the Churches, they wil l with a great deal of delight wait upon God under a 
fixed Gofpcl Miniftry. 

3. By continuance in the Apoftle'3 Doftr ine, I judge istobeundcrftooda 
perliftancc in obedience to all Gofpel Commands and Inftitutions, as taught 
by the Apoftles, whofe peculiar Office-charge was to fettle the Churches in 
Gofpel Order, and therefore did dodrinally deliver i t untothera. zThef. 
j j . 15. Brethren, fland f a f l , and hold the Traditions which you have bin taught^ 
whether by Word, or by our Epiflle. The Tm^Tm there mentioned, I take to be 
Rules of Order, as our Interpreters have well rendered the vford, i Cor.xi. 2. 
Noxo 1 pyaife you. Brethren, that you remember me in all things, and keep the Ordi
nances, as J delivered them unto you. And its not a little obfervablc what thefe 
•mti^Sio-Hi, Of dcrs or Inftitutions were, i f we mark well what he fpeakstothe 
Thcffalonians, 1 Thef. i i j . 6. I declare unto you. Brethren, in the name of the Lord 
Jefus Chrifi that ye Tritbdraw [ji».i£K, devitarc, fubducere ab aliquo] /row cwry 
Brother that ivalketh, ti-mnlc^i, difordcrly, ^without Rule or Ordcr^ and not ac-
cordino-to the Ordinance or Iniiitution [_7nt^Jhm2 which he received of us. Now 
this was one o f the ApofilcVs Ordinances, that Churches fliould avoid every 
Brother, as not fit for Communion, that was difordcrly in his walk, not a-
greeableto Gofpel Rule or Order, i.e. obltinatcly or unreclaimably fo. I t 
being therefore manifeft, that Gofpel Rules of Church Order were delivered 
tousinthcApoftle 's Do/trinc ; and that continuing m obedience to the Pra-
et iceofthoie Rules and Direaions, is continuing in the Apoftle's Doftr inc. 

TJic following particulars do refer more cfpecialiy to Churches Order. 
Secondly, Communion or Fellowfnip, is a fecond particular here 

mentioned, wherein Gofpel Order doth conlift. Communion is ufcd often in 
the 
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ihe largeft fence for Church Fellowfhip in any Ordinance or Duty, as Com-
niunionin the Lord's Supper ^ or Prayer, but here, 1 apprehend, it's taken in 
difcriniination f rom the other particulars mentioned, and therefore hath its 
proper fence. 

I . I t importeth an AlTociating together, and mutual Society o f one perfon 
viithanoXhzr. So i Johni.-j. a fingle perfon cannot be faid, as fnch, to have 
Fellowlhip, while he abides alone. That hereby intended, I judge, to be 
^rt^^^"'; ^flembling together o f the Church Members. Hence we have in the 

(S^TJCU/'TB, and Quo'^v!M<fiv fo often ufcd, AEtsi. 14. Ch. j j . 1,4(5, Grc. on 
— f * t^, V i^ , J J "̂•''5 ^ • 

Purpofe to denote the allembling together o f the Church in one place, Rom. 
XV. 5, Heprayeth the God of all f mm c and confoUtion, that they be like minded 
sne towards another., according to Chrifi Jcfts., that yon may with one mind, 
^{^^viM^v^ with famenefs of mind, or minds, brought together in unanimity, 
and one month (as in a Congregation) glorifie God, where one fpeaks, and all 
join m heart with him, Heb.x.%^. The Apollle ftriaiy prohil)ics their forfaking 
ine allcrabling themfelvcs together ; (•'hovvA-^ayhjj kcuq^iv, the gathering them-
A^S"J,°Se^'^'='' "̂"̂ ^ anAilcrably. A Church is, O..A»^'*, a Congregation or 
AUembly, a Company of Saints called fo f rom their meeting tbgelher o rd i 
narily, and at ftated times for communion together in the Ordinances of Chrifr 
tor the Worfhip o f God, and for their own fpiritual mutual Comfort and 
ii-aihcation, and lo all Churches arc to be peformed. 

2. Hence Communion ia the fence before us is not only an external bodily 
fn R ' . l f / " ! H M- ! i ' ' , ' ? ^ ' ' n ' ' > ^''^''^^"^1 ^^^"^^'^^^ ^"^1 communiofi 
t ? ^e^^-", an agreeing, thinking, and minding 

/ ""'^'"^ Judgments, Aireftions, and Deligns Phtl. iil 14, 
tells th, Pkhpptans v^hzt he defigned, He p'nffid towards the mark, utv 

Dalm^mn r F ' f ^"^.^'-^^'S": the pnzc C/^6^f«o., prcmimn, or 
palmarap 0/^;. htgh calling of Godm Chrtfi Jefm ; andlet as many as are verfeH-
U. C. of right Minds and Principles] be thm minded to have the'fame kopc^nd 
r J f ' - have *tiamd, let HS wall-by the fame ride 
c i n l e r ^ . r - r ' " ' "T^"' fi™ded fundamentally in the fame Lawsor Prin» 
thlch J J t A 3 And that was the Rule that he promoted in • 

ir T S " Confidcr bur how pathetically he prcf* 
ril^ f l a. ^'^^l' 'here be any confolationtn Christ, any comfort of Love 

Mhid and A T S V ^ T ' ' / ' f' ^ " ' this knitting together o f 
K V kfn^ 1 r ^ ' ! ? ' - ' P""^ipleS' I^uies and Defigns, which is con-
d S ''"'^ pa^ntained in Communion ; ( Union being always the foun
dation of Communion and bond the of i t . ) There doth arife a participation 
tln^/io^d^^^^^^^ " . " ^ " ^ " f ^ ^ ° ' r ° ^ - I • Mutual, which L o m n S 
the w I S f- ^ ' ' S each other, o f f p i r i t u a l and temporal good Things, as 
the Members o f one Body ; each communicates and receives both in refpcft o f 
tiie whole, and every particular part. So Rom. x i j . 4 . the Apoftle fhews,, 
th7i.X. aswe aremany members., fo one body in Chrifl., and every one members one of 
mother, f^nd as all members have ?}ot the. fmne of iccj Tr^a.^iv., the fame fun(.1;ion' 

o ?: 
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or Employment, fowchavc, vsrf.6. gifts difering, or diver^ifytd^accdreHfig'ta 
the grace that (i given tons. And he Ihcws howalJ is to the benefit and advan
tage of the whole and this Doflr ine he infills at large on to the Corinthians 
l_Cor. x i j . 4, 5, 6. VfhcvQ hstc\]s\i% there are different gifts; J>a/96Ve<f ^etof^/jixvl 
diverfity of gifts gracioufly bellowed ; diverfttics, J)*x<)r;<i;̂ , of Miniffrations or 
Church Ofiicesi and alfo, Ivn^^fM-mv, of inward elFeftual operations; but 
'^ct the fame Spirit, the fame Lord Jefus, me and the fame Cod that worketh ail 
thefe in all; and for what end it's Edification in a way of communion, verf, j . 
The mamfejlation of the Spirit is given to every one to profit withal: Which pro
fiting in a way of harmonious agreement and communion, in fnpplying each 
other, according to their feveral Qiialifications and Endowments; as like-
wife fympathi'zing one with another in cafe of fuifcring, is abundantly i l lu-
ftratcd and fee for th unto us in that Chapter. This mutual Communion in 

. Church Members, is vifible in two rcfpcjfts alfo •, firll, in mutual rellauration 
iacafc o f falls, Eccl. iv. 9. Two is better than one; for if they fall, one mil lift 
up his fellow j the firong bear the infirmities of the weakj, Rom. xv. I . by helping, 
fuccouring, relieving, and reftoring ; Gal. v i . i . / / any one be overthrown with 
01 fall, refiore fuch a one iviih a fpirit of meehefs. And here I could tell you, 
that all Church Government and Difcipline, in corredling'Offenders by Cen-
fures, belongs to this Fellowlhip here fpoken o f 

But, 2. There is communion in giving and receiving. This Church fhcw
ed an extraordinary and exemplary Spirit in this kind, they all fold their Pof-
felfions, and put them into a common Stock. The Apoftle fpeaketh of commu-
mcatin^ to the necefflties of Saints"-, and that to doe good and com/nunicate forget not; 
for with fiich facrifices God ts wellpleafed, Heb. x i i j . l<5. And he bids Timothy to 
tell the Rich, i.e. Profelfors, that thtyfl^ouldbt; ready to difhibute, m/ltr?g to com
municate, I Tim. Ml I S. And the Churches were ib well fatisficd o f their 
Duty in this land, that Paul faith to the Corinthians, 2 Cor.ix. i . Touching 
the miniflry to the Saints, it is fuperfluOHs for me to write to you ; for I know the j or-
wardnef of your mind. Verf 7. Every man according 04 he purpofcth in his heart, fo 
let him give, either to the necclEty o f their own i hurch, or to the necflFities 
o f other Churches, as the Corinthians to ihoie Mtttdonia. And this is not 
all in communication, as to outward things. There is another kind of Com
munication, which Church Members arc to perform, not in an Elomofinary 
way, but a* due debts, which is fupporting the Ordinances and Officers o f 
the Church. No publick Society can be managed and maintained without 
charge. Gal. v i . 6. Let him that is taught in the word, communicate to him that 
tcaihethin all good things, in a liberal, generous, honourable way ; not as he d i -
flributes to the Beggars at his Door, nor to treat them in fo fervile a bafe 
manner, as Gentlemen ufually doe their Trencher Chaplains ; for i t is a f p i r i 
tual Debt, as the Apoflle argues, i Cer. ix. 7. Who goeth a warfare at any 
time athts own charges ? I am fure when Chrift fent out his Diiciples, he bid 
them take no Money in their Purfes ( fuppofing they had i t ) but tells them. 
The labourer is .worthy of his hire. Likewife the Apoftle proceeds, and argues 
thus/ Who plants a rmyard, or feedeth a Flock., and is mt fed from them? And 



a Scripture Fktp for fledfaftnefs in Gofpel Order, 

IS It not amoral Law, even natural Juftice, Thoit jlialt not mnz.z.le the momh of 
fheOx ? And v. i i . Jf we have /own unto you Jpruual things, is it a great thing 
V rvejhall reap your carnal things? i.e. its a fmall thing incomparifon. Profef-
fors now a-days reckon i t a very,grean thing to allow juft Bread to their poor 
labouring Minifters j and he that wi l l labour hard, and take much pains, fliall 
be fure to be kept poor and.lean enough. They know fu l l well how to 
muzzle the Ox, that he Ihall get but lit t le o f their Corn. But, v. 14. fven 
fo (fai th he) hath the Lord ordained, that he that preacheih the Gofvel fhoitld live 
of the G of pel. 

I ftall but name the other thing in Communion, though of greateft con
cern. That Communion is a Participation in common, wherein many participate 
of one and the fame good things. Thus the Saints in Church Communion par
take o f the one Grace and Love of God, o f one Covenant, o f one Spirit, o f 
one C hr i f t notdivided. They all ihare according the meafure o f Grace given 
'"^'^^'^hem. Hence the C up in the Lord's Supper is called. The Communion of 
the blood of Chrifi., and the Bread, The Communion of the body of Chrift., { Cor. 
X- 1(5. Becaufeill the Members partake o f thisOrdinance in Communion, and 
by Faith duly exercifed on the Body and Blood o f Chrif t ; but 1 ftiall not en-
largeany further on this Head, i t having juft brought me to the next General, 
which is breaking o f Bread. 

7 W / y , The T h i r d appointment o f the Lord Jefus Chrif t , in which the 
Members of this famous Congregation did perfift , was breaking o f Bread. 
By this we are to underftand the Ordinance o f the Lord's Supper. I t is called 
tneiwpfcr, Johnxn].2. and Chap. xxi. 20. but it's called the Lord's Supper, 
\ Cor XI. 20. f rom the t imeof i t s f i r f t Adminiftration, and the Lord's Inf t i tu-
tion thereof, and the great end and rcafon thereof, is, to ftiew for th the Lord 
jelus his Death, to remember i t t i l l he come. Here it's called, x.\din{ dpT^y., 
Dreaking of Bread, called fo by a Synecdoche, a part for the whole ; and it 's 
t-ailedfo in another place, ASls xx- 7 - 1 1 . where Paul adminiftred this Ordi 
nance on the Lord's Day late at Night , after he had preached long. There 
was another breaking of l i read which is fpoken of, and was no Infti tution o f 
f n!- ' ^^^^^^ '-h^ir Love^Feafts, which was probably began, and came ' in 
ra hion among them foon after they fold their Pollenions and Goods, having 
all things common, it's like tliey divided themfelves into Companies, each 
Company had its allowance, and did daily cat and drink together f rom Houfc 
to Houfe by turns. Which i>raaice of this Church dividing thus into 
Gompanies became a cuftom in other Churches (where there was not the fame 
reaion for i t as here, where all their liftates were put into a common Stock) 
Ip It was praftifed corruptly in the Church of Corinth, as is noted and repre
hended by the Apollie P W , I Cor. x i . and the corruption there reproved is, 
that they did eat their Love Fealts in one place, where the Church did ufu-
ally allerablc, and there divided themfelves into fcvcral parts for eating and 
drinking together, but did not break Bread f rom Houfc to Houfe as here. And 
therefore he faith, Have ye not houfes to eat and drink, in? but doe you defpife, or 
contemn, or ^ 'er contempt to the Church ./4Jfembly, whm all the Church comes into o»e 
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place ? Which contempt was this. To divide themfelves into parcels for eating and 
drwhing, and tks before the Lord's Supper; for that, v e r f . l , . everyone, - ^ ^ A J ^ - ^ V ^ 
takes hts Supper beforehand.. There is no ground to render i t one before ano! 
ther, asit they that came firft fell on rudely before others came; but that fomc 
would eat li t t le and others too much, before they came together to the Lord's 
Table, And therefore he rebukes that irreverent approaching to this great 
Ordmance, and Ihews the right Inftitution of i t , tlic danger o f unprepared 
approaching thereto, what i l l cffeds i t had among them, and the way to pre
vent fuch for the future, o » 7 1 c 

But to return to our purpofe. This is appointed by the Lord Jefus Chri l t , 
as one of the greateft flanding Ordinances of Church Communion, wherein 
this Primitive Church did perfjf t , and all the Members, as the Text abundant
ly manifeits, and as their participation thereof did denote and imply their 
profeffed Union to the Lord Jefus Chrif t So hereby was f rom time to time 
ihewed for th their Communion with Chri lf , their Head and Copartnerfhip in 
him as one body. For, i Cor. x . \ 6 . the Apoitlc faith. The cnp of bleffmg which 
weblef, it not the Communion of the blood of Chrifi? The bread which we break, 
is it not the Communion of the body of Chrifi ? i. e. as i t is a iignificant lign to every 
one o f his eating the Bgdy, and drinking the Blood of jefus Chrift by Faith, 
i. e. living on the Merits and Virtue of Jefus Chrift in his Death and Satisfadi-
on. So i t is a fign fignificant, that all thefe Church Members that thus eat and 
drink together at the fame Table, do allow and acknowledge each other to 
have vifible r ight and intereft in Jefus Chrift.. And the repeating and continu
ing in attendance on this Ordinance in the Church, is not only a fignificancy 
of maintaining their Right to, and claiming an Intereft in the Lord Jefus 
Chr i f t , but i t is alfo a publick T e f t and Demonftration of Love and Charity 
to each other, and an exprefs Obligation thereto. Neither c"an any part o f 
Church Communion be enough to doe this without Fellowfhip in this Ord i 
nance ; for i f any Member of fuch a Congregation psrfift not in this part 
o f Communion, the whole ( ommunity cannot be but oltcndcd and grieved, 
as i f he deemed them not worthy o f the Body and Blood of Chrift . He 
by this A<̂ t of w i l fu l pcrfifting in withdrawment from this facred Commu
nion, cuts off him felf from that particular p u t of the Body of Chrif t , wlicrcof 
he is a pvofelfed Member, all being Members in particular one of another, Rom. 
x i j . 5. So the Apoftle faith, I Cor.x. 17. We being many, are one bread and one 
body; that is, all the Members eating and drinking the fame fpiritual drink, 
are as one body in Chr i f t : For, faith he, we are all partakers of that one bread, 
the Lord Jefus Chr i f t . In this great appointment is therefore moft lively fet 
f o r t h , the conftant Communion which we have with Chrif t , and one wi th 
another, whereby covenant iMercies are frequently fealed unto us, for the con
firmation of thofe eminent Graces o f Faith and Love, and for the fhewing them 
for th to one another. 

Fourthly, The fourth and laft thing wherein they ftedfaftly did continue was 
in Prayer to, and Praifing God continually. This was one end o f their frequent 
Aifembling and meeting together ; and thus they began prefently after tlie 

Afcenfioa-
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Afcenfion of,pur Loi-d, u4Bs i . 14. They all comimed rvith one accord, in prayer and 
Ii^fplication, with the Women, &c. And as then before the eff ufion o f the Spirit 
^t Pentecofi, fo here we fee afterward. Prayer was one of the great Ordinances 
or Communion ; yea, we find the Church was praying when the Spirit came 
upon them. Again, A^s iv.is^ii- For, v. 24. they lift up their voice with one 
accord, v. 3 I . And when they had prayed, the place was lhaken where they affembled, 
'^^d they were all filkd with the Holy Ghofi ; verf. 32. And the multitude of them 
that believed were of one heart. The Apoftle Paul exhorting the Romans to relative 
ana mutual Graces and Duties to be exercifed in way o f Communion, faying, 
^om. XI). 5. Webeit7g many are but one body in Chrifi, and every one members one of 
another, Ihews how the differing Gifts and Graces in Oiiicers and Brethren, ac-
'^"^V,'"g u° ""̂ ^ Grace given, might be exercifed for the Profit and Advantages 
ot the whole, and would have them kindly affeiftionated one towards another, 
^"^^^^1 And amongft other Graces and Duties, verf. 12. would have 
tnem continue infiant in Prayer. And becaufe it's the fame word (^wp7«f ^clw ) 
a S n " • becaufe the things he infifts upon before and after, 
are iJuties referring to Church Edification. I conceive his Eye is moft upon 
3 - a^^''^"'^^^^'^"'''^*^ Afiemblies, where he would have them conltantly 
ana mitantly attend ; and fo for the Praifes o f God in his Church, Rom. xv. 
^ , 0. ivoip the God of all patience and confolation, grant you to be like-minded 
^.X^Tr^f^T. '^''^fo'^^rds another, according to Chrifi Jefus, ( i . e . the Exam-
SnrH I r '^''^ ° f t h r i f t ) that you doe with one mind I o/^9v{^Jh\ the 
S c r T ??^^^ ^"^ f ' ^^" ' ^h^ -^ ' ^^ ' and applied to the Churches meeting to-

nl J un "'"'''^S^'^fi' God, even the Father of our Lord Jefus Chnft. 
^ri;^ExpouZdl '"'f''"'^hthe continuing fttdfafily, as in the Text and Do-

fica^ri^inl'l^ "^^u^^ ^"'•'^ here ufed or^^^y^pl^f^cl^D is o f as great SigHl-
ucy ana hmphahs as any word in Scripture applied to matter o f Duty. 

c;..n. i r 7 0 ' " d s meaning lieth in Two things. 
I t , / he doing a thivg with all our might. 

S ? r / ^ ti^Mked Perfeverance. 

and thi^ doth c m f i n l y I m p l y T ^ ' ""^^''^'"^^ ^ " ' ^ ^ 

nroDon^f lTr l^ '?P.>t ' "^° 'V 's ' ; '=^ '^^" ' ' "=^^ ' 35 ^he Apoftles, when they had 
F e r S ' - ^ ^ " ' T V ^-"'''^"'^ o f Deacons for ihe fei ving o f Tables, 
. toi the taking in and delivering out o f the C hurch Stock for the fuonlv-

cnemldves fay they would give themfelves C ^^.^p7.p«a.^J^3 to Prayer, 
m l n f ? ? ' " ? / ^ '-^^'-Jh^y would makePrcaJhingand Prayer the 
ra-iin of their ftudy, work, and budnefs, to doe i t , I s it's frjoken o f 
hmi that Rules, Rom. x i j . 8. as the Church Officers are to attend their M i n i f t r f 
tion n7»^ all diligence ; fo the Ruled arc to attend on their Minif t ry 

I he word is ufcd for waiting upon, or being always in readi'nefs to ferve 
another, and making i t our bufinefs fo to doe, Adark\\\.x There itsiifeH 
where Chrift Orders his Difciples, that aShipfhould attend hin, -- fo ic i 

. i n i -
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ports here, that they who were added, did wait upon and attgfld the Com
munion of the Church, in this way of waiting on, or attending. The word 
is alfo ufcd, jitts x. 7. when the Angel that fpake unto Comdm departed he 
called two of his Houfhold Servants, and a devout Soldier, part o f them that 
waited on him continually. So the People o f God are fiich as wait on the 
Lord in the ways o f his appointment, for their Edification, and growth in 
Grace. And faith the Pfalmilt, Pfal. cxxiij. 2. Behold, M the Eyes of fervants are 
tint0 the hands of their Mafter, and the Eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her Mi-
Jfrefs': fo our eyes wait upon the Lord. I t implies a continual readinefs, and 
watching for all opportunities to attend the Communion of the Church ; as 
alfo fetting afide other incumbrances that might lett and hinder. 

There are wieghts that doeeafily hang upon us, the Cares and Affairs o f this 
Li fe , as alfo fears and obftruvftions by reafon of Pcrfecution, and Oppofition 
f rom the Wor ld . It's obfervable that thefe refolved upon keeping up the 
Church Communion as much as i t was polfible, by cafting of f incumbrances m 
regard of their Eltates; fo rno doubt but many or mod of thofe had Eftates 
and PoflefTions, which they fold , putting all into a common Stock, andcommi-
ted It to the care of the Apoftles, to diftributc to every one as they had need. 
TheChurch was as i t were one Houfhold and Family, the Miniftry and Ordi 
nances fuftained, the poor plentifully provided for. 

2. T o doc a thing with all a Man's might, is to doc it heartily, as the Apo
ftle fpeaks, Co/o/ii j . 23. Whatever you doe, doe it heartily, \^ltL4-'^^(, f rom your 
Soul,] as to the Lord., and not unto Men: And this doing a thing heartily as 
to the Lord , is to doc i t in the fear o f God, from a Principle, tha t i t i s the 
Mind and W i l l of God, that we fhould be found in fuch Adts o f Obedience: 
Hence it's pracftifedJwith Love and Chcarfulnefs,which makes up Sincerity o f the 
Heart, as the Apoftle Phraifeth i t , Rom. x i j . 8,9. Shewing mercy with chearfulnef. 
Let yo!:r love he without hypocrtfie or diffimdation. It's plain by the Text, that the 
very hearts of thefe Church Members was in this matter, for they laid afide 
as much as poilibfy their worldly diftraftions, rh i t they might attend the Ordi
nances and Comnnuiion with God, and one with another, to their Edification ; 
and tfiis thty did not grudgingly, ^5l.s i]. 4.6. they did ftrenuoufty adembleto 
geatheV, and took their food with joyfulnefs, and fmglenef of heart; which pro
duced grest/ea], refolution, and fervency of Spirit, as appears by their joint, 
unanimou?, and chearfiU withftanding all Oppoficion, Ails •^x, lOf^&c. 
And accordingly we'havc the word ufcd for the Church's inftancy and fer
vency in Prayer, one o f the great forementioned Ordinances of Communion^ 
Rom, x i j - [2 , ' 

Secondly, I t abundantly imports Perfevcrance, and fo it's exprefFed,' E^h, 
v i . 18. frayingwith all Prayer avd Supplication at all times Cor in every opportune 
time and fcafon] in the Spirit, and watching thereto, mCi^ '^^e^QKg.fjt^fKTc-i., in ai | 
inftant or intentperfeverancc] and fupplieation for all Saints. So that this 
word principally intends continuance and perfeverance, and is here mentioned 
to flicw how induftrioufly, conftantly, and confcientioufly they did perform 
their firft Obligation, when added.to this Congregation ; and to give us to 

derftand,. 
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derltand that they were no Starters, fometimes here, and fometimes there ; 
nor the Church an occafional Church, as many now a-days are. The Apoftle 
Rom. x i j . fpeaking particularly o f the Gifts and Graces which a Church ought 
to be found in the Exercifc of, he faith, verf. 11, They fhould not be Jloathful 
in hufmejs, but fervent in Spirit. And, verf. 12. Continuing infiant in Prayer -
'^€s<^y^{li^h%, continuing, or perfevering with all Life , Zeal, and Induftry in 
Prayer. 

Queft. Why is it a Duty in Church Members thus to continue in the attending on 
Ordinances and Inftitutions of the Lord ^efus Chrifl in the Church ? 

Keaf I . Becaufe i t appears to be the Mind and W i l l o f the Lord Jefns Chri f t , 
that Church Members fhould thus walk. Ghrif t hath recommended the Pra-
i t i ceo f th i s Church for the Example o f other Churches in future Ages. And 
tnat which 1? commended in them by the Holy Ghoft , fo far as i t can be ex-
pedued other Churches are to be obliged, was to ordinary practice. That felling 
ineir Goods, and brmging all into a common Stock, was extraordinary upon 
cî e account o f the hazardous Circumftanccs that the f i r f t Gofpel-Church ftood 
A m" t ° which Qlfo they were led by the extraordinary Spirit the 
ApoJtles and this Church was conducted. But as to things ordinary, and ne-
ceiiary Pradice in all Ages, where can we have a clearer Prefident prefented ta 
us, with the great approbation of the Holy Ghoft ? 

^f^l.i. From the Nature o f a Chuich: I t is a fpir i tual , compaft, and fixed 
^ociety, and therefore reprefentcd to us by fuch natural or artificial Bodies, 
as tioc not^eafily fail a-fundcr ; fuch as the Body of Man, that hath all the 
ivKmocrs fitly joined, or knit together by joints and bands, Eph.iv. \6. And 
tnence, PJaL cxxij.3 • the Church is prophetically compared to a City that is com^ 

reprefented in John\ Revelation by a golden Candlefiick, a veflel of the 
Dc.t matter furnilhcd wi th diverfity o f Parts. Now Churches being Commu-
Jiions, they neccllarily require abode and continuance of their Members wi th 
"jera, each Member wi th the C hurch to whom he belongs, and particular 
iviembers breaking and forfaking ( ommunion, neceflkrily tends to. the di f lb l -
ving the whole Society. A Society of rational Men cannot be made without a= 
voluntary coniundion of the particular Members, whereby they are brought 
into one Body, in which they are bound to continue, according to the Laws-
ottlie iaid^ocicty; from which they cannot forcibly depart without the v io
lation of the faid Community. Now Churches being Soeietiesof the higheft 
Nature, there isj|^»t only an Obligation that binds the Members one to another i n 
a politick Body, but all and each of them to Chr i f t the Head. So the Apoftle 
> « « tells us, I John I. 3. there is a'double Fellowfhip ^ This we write that your 
Fellowfnp may be with for our Fellowjhip is with the Father, and his Son Ckrifi^ 
'Jefm. Hence is its continuance w the Fellowfhipof the Gofpd, Phil. i . 5. makings 
ye^uefl with joy for your Fellowpip in the Gofpel, from the firfi day until now: Which' 
Fellowlhip is'continuance in the Faith and Order of the Gofpel: Cvlof.i].^.^ 
Rejoicing 10 behold your Order, and the fiedfafinefs of your Faiih in Chrift Jefus. 

Rcaf 3. From the particular regard the Lord Jefus Chril t hath had-
to confirm.' the Hearts and Spirits of his People ifl-this ftedfaft continnancc,-

' by 
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by inftituting and ordaining an Ordinance for that end and purpofe, next to 
the remembrance o f his Death and Communion with him therein ^ yea in fo 
doing, the Holy Ghoft tells us, we eat and drink^into one body, i Cor. x. iV 17 
The cup oj hlcjfmg which we blefi, ii it not the Communion of the Blood of Chrifi P The 
bread which we break, is it not the Commtmon of the body of Chrifi ? For w 'e being-
many are one body^ ^nd one bread. So that in the repeated participation of this 
Ordinance, in a particular Congregation, is denoted their firmnefs and pre-
raanency of vifible Union, and Communion one with another: And for Men 
to plead that they depart not from the Communion o f a Church, when they 
depart from participation o f the Lord's Supper in that Congregation, is to 
fay light and darknefs, Chrif t and Bcli^nl are the fame. For this is the only fea-
ling Ordinance of vifible Communion ; yea, Members Excommunicated are only 
actually and vifibly removed f rom this Ordinance, not from the W o r d nor 
Prayer, therefore he that withdraws himfelf in this kind, doth certainly re
nounce the Communion o f the Church, or at leaft forfake i t , and cannot be 
faid to return to the Communion of the Church, t i l l he fits down with them in 
that Ordinance ; for t i l l then he owns not the Church to bo fit partakers of the 
Body and Blood of Chrift ^ but owns himfelf fit, bscaufe he goes to partake 
wi th another Church.- And his whole Adion and Piofefiion tends to decry 
the right o f the faid Church, to any Inftitutions or peculiar Ordinances o f Jefus 
Chrif t . 

Reaf. 4. From the great End and Advantage of Church Memberfiiip, and 
the marvellous Benefits accrues unto us thereby, and they are all contained in 
the Edification o f the Saints in Faith and Love. Therefore Members arc to 
be added to Churches, that their Faith may be ftrengthened, their Love cn-
creafed, that they may grow up in thefe Graces, and by them in all Grace and 
fpir i tual Gifts. Now this End hath bin often attained by attending con
ftantly on the Communion o f Saints, dwelling in the Houfc of the Lord all the 
days o f our Lives; the Ordinances o f Chrift are Wifdom's Gates and Pofts. 
The Apoftle makes a great protcftation unto the Corinthians, among whom wc 
find as much of a Spirit warping from this Rule, as in any Church, which ap
pears by bis frequent reprehcnfions upon this account. He faith, 2 Cor. x i j . 19. 
We fpeak before God in Chrifi: we doe all things, dearly beloved, for your edijying. 
For I fear lefl when I come I fliall not find you fuch as J would, &c. Icfi there he de
bates, envyings, wraths, flrifes, backcbitings, whifpcrings, fwelHngs, tumults, 
{jirJliAga^iu, inconfiftenciesj all which are certain dlfturbauj^s unto this per
manent Communion and Edification thereby. In fuch a fixea way o f Commu
nion were the Churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, Alls 
ix. 31 . It's faid they were edified; and walking in the fear of God, and comforts of 
the Holy Ghofi, were multiplied. Hence i t is, the Church was compared by that 
which every part fupplieth, according to the office or energy of every part, making 
increafe of the body unto the edifying it felf in love, Eph. iv. 16. Particular Parts 
are encrcafed by Union and Communion with the body ; for if the Commu
nion be cut off, the Part decays ; fo the growth and encreafe of the body is 
in the particular .Parts, for the body is not one member, but many, i Cor. x i j . 

and 
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and verf. 10. Novo are they many members, but one body, neither can the body 
ipare one wuhout detriment, nor i t the body: But i f a member go f rom the 
Doay, the body may live, though the member cannot/ Befides a member 
K?n". f , ^ ^epar t f rom the body, but there is a-breach of the joint and 
S nr J^Jn ' J°^ . '^2 t i tcea .%hany longer to be edified in love, but all thofe 
1 ntp - !n ? f '""'"^ "J^^" that gradually eradicate that excellent Grace o f 
fnon mni . K ^"'^'^^ decay, as to that eminent grace. Faith wi l l 
an n d P r a? ^'^^'^ ^S""^ '̂ ^nd what i f i t be faid, a withdrawing Member is 
Uni^n . i r u ' ^™'"ent for Stridnefs and Holinefs, but abides not in the 
i W ^ " ^ I ' - , ^''''^^'^ o f Chrifl:, and the Grace o f Charity,, is - w i -
f he h.?K '^'^'^^."P- What faith the Apoflle o f fuch an one, i Cor. x i i j . ^,1^. 

hehnrh n l l^- '^^ Vertues, i f he hath not Charity 
the r . ^ l ? , "^^^^^ w i l l fay, I leave not the Body of Chrilb 
fineer f . J i n ? " ' " ' ^ ' ^^"^ J° i" to another Church. W i l l the 
to t iS in o X ^^^^^ Pa'"t to which i t is joined, and be put on 
i t Wh^t^-. n n ? P ^ ' " • P'^^^ ufc is there where God hath placed 
thefinserhftn.^^^^^^^^ and troublefom thing would i t be to have 
t L r n S L e f b e t a £ n f ± ^ ^^e foot, knee, fide,\ofe, C^c Befides, i f 
clofe in anvnfh ?^ ^^^^ P '̂̂ ^ where i t is joined, wi l l i t cement and 
wi]l i ternw^fh? :)'̂ KT -^^ ^" amputed hand can i t be fixed on the thigh? 

r & T I " ' '^ ^ < ""''^^'^ f l ink ; and i f i t would receive 
to ISe S v ^ T ^ , ^ > " - ' ^ ° " ^ ^ ^ ' ^ - ^ - "^y- w^^l^ i"^ "^'^ ^ Srent burthen 
thatMenibersrllnr l - m r Spintnals, and it's by woeful Experience found, 
Z e d ^ ^ a n ^ w f r " ^ ^ ^ ^ Communion of Churches, at long run 

r fpeak I t of ^ M ^ ' • ' . " ' ^ ' ' ' ^^'S" '̂ '̂  back aiain. 
^ a v i S S n f a t i c f o ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ tranflation f rom Church to Church, b u t o f a 

' ^ n u S ^ i n ' ^ t h ' e ' ^ c S ^ ' f ' " ^ up a conftancy and fixednefs o f Cora-
^r^^mcTs L?^^^^^ greatEndsand Ufeo f Church.Officers 
t'^cfloS'ol^^^^^^^ •^'^^•^^"•^ ^^'^^'^your fives, and to all 
ChirchofGod^f^^^ Ĉ ^ ^ ' M O feed the 
commit^d h f s c t ; . £ ' / ; i ^ ^ : : . S ! : f i ^ 5 ^ ^^-^ o f i u f .Souls, hath 

the Mountains n^v \^r-.rC '^X" ."^"^/^ocR that katters, and wanders 
^ A . o ; / Z f S V ; £ / / : j ? . 7 FlcT^ S ""'t E^k^^is^.^. nr« .T. . _ . '^"/'^f'^'*'^ ^-/o^? And wh it is to be done n thh fl-edin. 

f ^ i t ' l ' f +• A"^^ ^̂ ^̂  Compfaint of the Lord is a-
gamft the ooltjh Shepherds, verf 6. ^ > « p ^vande,•ed through all the mountat^ 2d 

V ^ W / ; yea mjfkcKwasfJnr/dnpon.llrhc faet of the e.^rCZ'Zc 
didfearchoHt and fieh^/ur them. Wha tDu ty is u.orc incumbenfon ShcDherds 
Chan to bring home the Sheep that are Difeufed, verf^. and'to f e e ? S h e 
bring? home his whole Tale to the Fold from rime to time ? i ^ id not our Lord-
Jelus, JohnxYij. the great Shepherd, upon this account,, plead his faithfuinefs'-
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of z\\ that thou h.tfi^ivcnms (i.e. in clmrgc as a Paftof) have I loft none, but the 
fon of perdition ; who would incorrigably break out of my Fold.by final Apo-
ftacy. So every-good Paftor mult give an account of Chrid's Sheep commit
ted to his Charge, and woe be to him i f through his Negligence any be wan-
dred away and loft . I f feme, notwithftanding all faithful Endeavours be lof t , 
he can fay at laft , I have loft none but fuch unruly Sheep, that have departed to 
their own dettrudion. ' , 

Paftors do not feed their own Shqep but Chrift 's, and are to fcek them out, 
though broke into a neighbouring Shepherds Pafture or Fold, feeing his Mark 
he may challenge him, and it's no better than Fellony in the neighbouring 
Shepherd to detain it f rom fuch ^ yea, every Paftor knows his Sheep, or 
fhould, and is known of bis. And it's fufpicious that a Shepherd hath a Fel-
lonious Mind that fees a Neighbours Sheep wandring into his Flock, and wi l l 
not immediately return i t back. It's true, neighbouring Shepherds wil l be 
kind to each other, and give a Sheep, or two, or more, fome hours grafing, 
or a Nights lodging in his Fold ; but when it comes to make its abode there, 
he wi l l fend i t home to the Owner, and bid him look after his own Sheep, its 
not the matter of his care. I need not tell you what all this means, the Simi
litude is abundantly teaching and illuftrating, i t hath its Original f rom the 
Spirit o f God laying a great ftrefs upon i t . Idle Shepherds alio Sheep-
ftealcrs wil l have a great account to make, for if the oncmtft anfwer for being a 
Fool, the other muft for being a Knave. • Wel l then i f Paftors are to maintain their 
Watch, thattheir Sheep ftraggle not away from them, the duty of the Sheep 
iSj for every one to keep his Fold, Pafture, and Shepherd, under whom God 
hath placed him, Hcb. x i i j . 17. Obey them that have the Rule over you, andfubmit 
j/our felveao them; for they watch for your Souls, as they that muft give an account : 
that they may doe it with joy, C which they ftialldoc, i f you walk according to 
the Rule and Order of the Gofel, ] and not with grief, C which they muft needs 
doe, i f y o u walk like unruly fcattered Sheep ] j or that will be unprofitable for you, 
t >. c. in the day of Chrift^ when all your Adions fhall be tried, and that by 
fire. Every mans work Jliall be made manifcft (whatever your prefent pretentions 
are) the dayftialtdeclare it, i C o r . i i j . 13. 

Having thus plainly opened and proved the D o d r i n c , That it is the 
Duty of all that are added unto a true conftituted Church of Chrift, to continue 
ftedfaftly in the attendance on all the Ordinances and Ir/f iiuiitins of Chrift, for 
their Edification and Advantage. Then the contrary pradicc is hereby con
demned. , 

Firft, In acareleisnegledof the Communion of the Church. Profcllors now 
a-days look upon thcmfelves as well enough, i f they have but the name and 
reputation of Church Memberfliip. I fear the foretold poifonfom Temper o f 
thelatter Days that hath grown up into the Antichriitian Apoftacy, hath in -
finuated i t felf very far into many reformed Proteftants of the more refined 
f o r t ; i. e. to have and content themfelvcs wi th a form of Godlinefs, denying 
the Power thereof. May not Chri f t fay. He hath this againft our Churches, 
That they have left their firft Love, Life and Zeal for Chr i f t , his Ordinances and 

Appoint-
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Appointments. Have not many a name only that tlicy live? Luke-warm Pro-
rellors, Laodkeans: I f fuch a Spirit be not, what means the thinnefs o f Church 
Ailemblies appointed for Communion, in the Apollle's Dodi ine , Fellowfhip, 
breaking Bread, and Prayer ? though, indeed, moft wil l bv Communicants, 
i-e. in breaking Bread, but fcarcely hold any other Communion with the 
Church. Some are Communicants, and upon any other account you can hard-
VI / ^ " ^ '̂ '̂ '̂ y '̂•e Church Members; and others would be accounted Church 
xMembers, but wi l l not be Communicants. Oh that you had Ears to hear what the 
^prit jaith unto the Churches ? W i l l your corrupt Prejudices, your- woddly 
|«incls and Alfedions, your cold and formal Spirits, let you hear what the 
spirit faith unto the Churches ? Doth not.Chrifl: walk in the midit of the 
golden Candleflicks ? Are not his Eyes as a fiame of Fire ? Is i t not he that 
nath the fharp two-edged Sword ? Think you not that he is jealous over his 
Ynut ches, and his Honour there ^ Doth he not mark the walking and wan-
fu""S of every Member ? Can you flight thus his rich Grace and Prefence in 
nt (church ? You litt le think when you ftay f rom the Communion o f the 

M u r c h , you are abfent f rom Chri f t walking there ; doe but conUder this 
of r h > '5 'V '" l ' ' ' '^ S^0P> to fave or get a Penny, now the Church 
AfT^mKi ^ ^ ' ^ ^ engaged to wait upon God for my Edification; is 
tTr^ ru ^°Sether, Chrift hath promifed to be wi th them, i f there be but 
iwo or three met together, there being liketo be no more, i f others doe as 
1. u n , what may I lofefor my Soul! I t may be fuch an inriching quickening 
i-reience ot Chr i f t , that they there prefent may bicfs God for i t all their days. 
1 muK but upon what a Spirit wasm thefe Primitive C hriftians, that they prc-

" P their worldly Incumbrances, that they might inftantly and con-
ita uy attend the Communion o f the Church. Confider what our bleifed Lord 
idiu unto^^r^i)^ , Lukex.^z. Martha, Martha, thou art careful, and troubled 
12 L '"""y T^'> ^^"""^ '^''"S. "icejfary. Mary haih chofen the better part, 
M cannot be taken away from her. You fee what a Rebuke here was ofAdtha, 
Whole mind was mcumbred and difturbcd with worldly Concerns, and what 
r W ? ' ! J T !f given A/^.;-, who threw of f thefe worldly Diftradtions, and 
S i L m l f ? ' ' v x r "^'^ ^u^fl ^"^""S his Word i Who doe you think 
gained moft.-' Who had the Ad vantage of the other ? Chrift tells us. Oh, what 
mi taKes are in the W o r l d , yea, among true-hearted Chriftians, about Gain 
and Lols^ for was a great lover o f Chrif t , and Chrift loved her, as 
isexprefly lpoken, John xi. ^. Jefu, loved Martha and her brother Laz.arus. And 
you fee a tune when Martha ont-^iA Mary, when Jefus was coming to raife 

tl'P^'' '^'^''^^ •^^^''*h^^'^^r'^'''^'^f Jnf^s was com'wg jhe arofe to meet him, 
whilft Mary fate in the Houje. A worldly or dedolcnt Fra.nc is too apt to t ^ l i 
upon us. 

As Chrift did, fo his Churches and Minifters ought to Excrcife much Charity, 
Love, and Teudernefs towards thofe that Offend, yet not to juftifie or abec 
the beft in the things wherein through Ignorance, Carelefnefs, or Wilfulncis, 
They err f rom the Tru th . It's a very i l l way of Reafoning, Such a Man is a 
good Man, therefore his Anions are good ; a good Man haih fallen, therefore 

C there 



there he muft lie, he knows well enough what he doth, no body mult olTer to 
help him up again, for fear fuch endeavours Ihould relied upon him, or be a 
difparagement to him, This way of Arguing may ferve to juflifie all the Sins 
of Noah, David., and Pe^er, &c. and condemn the Spirit o f Ciod in a contrary 
way of dealing with the belt o f Men, and enjoining us by ftrift Rules to adt 
accordingly. But to proceed on the Point in hand, I cannot but make my 
Remark upon fome Pradifes o f Profelfors among us which are very preju
dicial to Church Communion (though as to particular Cafes and Reafons, 
much may be allowed) and that is in the firfl: place. That Church MembLrs 
order fo their concerns in the W o r l d , as that their Habitations are at fo great 
a diftance from the Churches to which they belong, that there is l i t t le Com
munion to be held with thofe Churches i and befides that the Church Watch 
to which the Officers are called, is made unpradicable. There feems in this 
Primitive Church to be another Spirit, f o r they plainly made their Eltatcs fub-
fervient to their Communion j for whereas thefe were devout Perfons, that 
came up now from remote and circumjacent Regions about Judea to Wo; fhip 
at the Feail: Upon their Faith in Chri l t , ind addition to the Church, they put o f f 
their Eftates in the Country, that they might fit down in un^nt Ti upccd (^^^^^ 
munion with the Church. Undoubtedly Church Members ihou d make their 
worldly concerns fubfervient to the promoting their pirKuai hnjoyments, 
and not order them fo as to be neccffarily and unavoidably letts, hindrances, 
and clogs wnto them, laying afide every weight that hangs upon them, not 
rutt ing on more weights. There is another Pradice alfo o f very iH note and 
C S n c e , and that is, That many join themfelvcs to Churches and when 
they have the name of Relation to fuch a Church they remove their Habita
tion to fome place many Miles diftancc, and there they 1\Ŷ  wi ho , , j ^ ^ ^ ^ j ^ 
Communion and from under any Church Watch : or t may be m only tran-
^^TcoZm^ionm another Church, with or without Letters o f Recommen-
S n r t h a t hereby there is no Church Infpedion exerted towards them, 
S diev walk at large. Whereas i f God's Providence l i a h removed a Church 
S S s Abode to remote places, he ought not to live in this manner but feek 
out a Difmiffion to the neit Congregation, and accordingly put himfelf under 
their Watch and Care ; this Benefit being one of the mam Ends of Church Mem-
berfilip I' Reproves and Condemns, and that highly, dividing from the C ommunion of-
theChmh, a)id not flcdfaflly continuing therein, i .e . through Temptation, Weaknef}^ 
andObfiinacy. , ^ • j - - j Fhft, Such who through much Temptation divide. 

Such as keep of f f rom the Lord's Supper, from the Plea o f their own un-
worthinefs, and fay. They are unworthy, and therefore i f they approach the 
Lord's Table, they fliall eat and drink Damnation to themfelves, very much miC. 
underftanding that place, i Cor.xi. 29- whereas the Apoftle doth not under-
ftandby Liceif^l inevitable eternal Damnation, fo that the Sin is an unpar
donable Sin, but he means this, that he brings a condemning Confcience upon 
himfelf, and hath, in his undue approach to fo great and folcmn an Ordinance 
of Chr i f t , committed.a great Sin, that he muft be deeply humbled for , and 
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9 
fincerely repent of. And the Sin that the Apoftle fccms to aim chiefly at in the 
Cormbam, is, That they came fo rafbly, unpreparedly, and irreverently unto 
iuch a great and facred Ordinance, as appears by verfe 10. compared wi th 
t h e s e and he feems to underftand fuch an approaching, viz.. in an unprepa
red manner without due Examination, and in an ignorant manner not difcer-
ning the Lord's Body, and in a common way as we come to our ordinary re-
paft, to be the unworthinefs here meant. But a poor donbtirig tempted Be
liever is affrighted f rom this Ordinance by Satan's improving his miftakes a-
gainit him, and herein i t ufually lies ; I cannot find my fe l f worthy o f Chrif t , 
" l y bins are great, my Duties are very lame and imperfed, 1 look over ray 
c.viaencesinmy own Heart, and I can find nothing in me to render me wor-
etern.l n-^m""?'"^ ^ dare not approach the Lord's Table, on the pain o f 
In^ tu ^ • ' ^ " ^ ^ i o " ' . an'l i f I t be a fin to withdraw, yet it's a greater to come, 
T 1 ^ . ' ^ °"^9»^"ce IS tremendous unto me. Under this fpiritual S i c k n e S d 

I s w t ^ ' r . ' ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ""''^'^ ft^y " f f f ' " - ^ t ime to t iuK, S o hert 

t h e S h i S l L ^ r ' ' , ^"^h ^Poo^- tempted Believer. That 
w o S f l U r n i ? P f " ' ^ " ' ^ '^^^^^ " " ^ ° " h y , for thou 
wmS • • ^?"^^ Excellency and Fullnefs in thy fe l f in which thnn 
S S ' l ' ^ S ' ? ' t ' h i d e S o w n G i S f r o m 
C h r V a n r ^ i l FS nefs A^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ "^'-^ '^''"'^ ^^'^^^V "" to 
ritual p S f t , ^overtv o f Sn r?r ""^^'T' Approaching to this f p i -

t h a t i x a l t e U i & a S i n K f e K l ^ ^ ^ ^ " " I r o T t h ^ ' ^ ^ ^ " 1 

own, wherSy we raLS drTfs n^n^r r 1 ' ' " ' c a l l our 
with us; t S xT i r n ts nrn f ^ l̂̂ es that Chri f t might be inamour'd 
through the ftrens h o f n „ f ?o ^"^ ^^ ich we are too apt, 
have Ic bin fo £ f n Z i S S J ° r' i° ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ What 
Chr i f t , done nd K e c f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^^^ Service and School o f 
Rags, come as ungo% Ones w^̂ ^̂  m^^ii com. to him in 
nefs in our Eyes, cofne under the c T n i S I n ° i ^^^"^^"dable good-
corrupt Affedtions, as Poo ^ W ? e t £ pi t i fu l Duties, 
i t muft certainly be always w h M here wh^n r i , ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ " 

v a " ; s \ f " - r ^ ^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
vantage, though Satan would mifreprefent i t , and belye this m efr i 
I f thou wert greatly robbed, and RL up fp i r i ual Pride and SuUenneft^n n 
and prefently thou art ready to fav I f i t be fo that I TT i ! r i " 
. . . w c t h y creature 1 ™ ' „ „ t l % l ] t i i ' ^ \ L Z / ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Prefence, t i l l I can become more adorned wi th RigUteoufnS and H o l l 

nefs 



nefs. But^ Ibcfccch thee, who are more acceptable to Chrifl; a Saviour than 
poor Sinners ? Came he not to fnve the Sick, the Lof t , the wandering Soul ? 
How was i t at firft, when thou didft believe, when Chi i f t embraced thee in 
thy Blood i doft thou think thou haft a jot more Righteoufiiefs o f thine own 
than at firft Convcrfion, not the one hundredth part o f a grain, not one doit 
more? Chrift's Righteoufnefs rauft bethe f ime to thee after Forty Years Be
lieving, as i t was at the firft Day. Nay, thou haft not one Grace o f the Spi
r i t , whofe merit is pleadable with God for Juftification., Neither canft thou 
exert one Grace or Duty acceptably without being covered and clothed with the 
Rightoufnefs of ( hr i f t , and hence this fpiritual Pride muft down, and Chrif t 
w i l l have none ofthis tricking and triming of thy fclf, i mean fctting up and 
priding thy fclf in this or that Qijalification o f what Nature foever, and there
fore thou runneft upon a Dclufion of the Devil, and gratificft him in cafting o f f 
this work of Faith with power, it's no difcouragement but mcouragement. 
Becaufethou art nothing, nor haft nothing, Chrif t is willing to keep thee, to 
be at the charge of thy Food and Rayracnt. When thou caraeft to him firft, 
thou cameft as naked as born, hadft nothing, and didft thou ever lack any 
thing ? And, I pray', what Eftate haft thou got ? Haft thou any thing that 
was worth ought but from him, done anything but byhim? Why then doft 
tliou fet up thy fclf, and for thy fclf, to vie, as i t were, with Jefus Chrif t 
himfclf and he muft part with fomewhat of his Glory to fct up thy fpiri tual 
Pride ' 'And thus Satan and thy own finful Heart would have i t . 1 here's much 
more might be faid in /hewing the greatnefs of the Sin, and difadvantage that 
accrues to fuch an one, with the advantage Satan gets by drawing him thus 
off from Church Communion, but my prefent dcfign will not admit of fo large 

a Difcourfe, , : r- ^ 
Secondly, Some out of weaknefs are driven away from Communion with the -

Church in the Supper, becaufe fome Brother or other hath offended them by 
' fome Carriage or other, whereby they apprehend he hath finned againft Chr i f t , 

or wronged them, or both, and now the whole Church muft be rejeded. Ob-
icrve this. That when Jefus eat this Supper with his Difciples, Judas was one, 
a profefted Difciple, but to Chrift a known Hypocrite. Know this, that 
an Hypocrite, before difcovered, hath the fame vifible right to the Ordinances 
asa fincere ProfeiTor, therefore we are not to break Communion, becaufe we 
fuppofe there maybe a Hypocrite, and one fallen into Sin, which thou art apt 
therefore to judge lb and it may not be fo. But fuppofe fuch an one finned and 
greatly, and thou knoweft i t , i t 'snotthy firft duty ( i f everatall) towithdraw 
from the Church; bvcaufe thy Brother hath finned wi l t thou wrong the 
Church and thy own Soul? Byt thy firft work is to difcharge thy Duty, asa 
Brother, according to the feveral degrees required, Matth. xvi i j . 15. i f the 
cafe will bare i t , and thou may'ft have comfort enough in Communion with 
him, inthcdifcbargeofthy Duty, in order to his Convidion and Recovery. 
And i f the Church cannot put him out of its Communion before he be ( in their 
Judgment) convid, and appear incorrigible; Cfor I underftand not Sufpen-, 
iiQn> or the leffer Excommunication 3 much lefs canft thou Exclude him the ' 
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a Scripture Flea for fledfajlnejs in Gofpet Order. 2 1 

right o f Communion with thee, before he hath forfeited i t by Impenitency. 
1 hou art fecure enough as to thy own Confcience in the difcharge of thy D u y. 
Neither, becaufe he hath finned, art thou juftified to lin in withdrawing f rom 
the Church. Shall the Hand liy of!" from the Body becaufe the Foot is Lame ? 
Is It not better to abide in the Body t i l l the whole Body hath ufed all means for 
thcHeahngand Recovery of the lame Member, and i f after the ufe o f all due 
means It be incurable and mortified, the whole body confents together to part 
with I t , Itntnedkahikvubms erife refcindtndum efi ne- fan fimera trahatur. 

Let It be duly confidered. That all that withdraw in any of thefe Cafes f rom 
ttie Communion o f the Church, they do it unwarrantably and fin againfl: God, 
and give great way to the Temptations o f the wicked One, and give great and. 
Bift Offence unto the Church of God. 

Thirdly, I come now to fpeak to the third Branch, which is, That this Do-
f doth highly condemn thofe who doe not only negled or withdraw 
trom the Communion o f the Church, but doc ftedfaftly continue and perfevere 
in that withdrawment, notwithftanding all means ufed for the Rcdudlion o f 
uiera, they fin in withdrawing, and aggravate i t to a great meafure by per-

therein. That undue departure and withdrawment is a fin, and 
conacmned by the Spirit o f God, I fliall endeavour to Evince i t by the following 
Aiguments. ^ 

XMW^V.' ^^}^ ^ ftedfaft abode in the Communion of a particular Church, to 
wnicn a Member IS joined, be approved by the Holy Ghoft, and commended 
tous.asour Duty, then the contrary Pradice, -viz,, an undue withdrawment 
iJo^^^f^^^T" , is an undoubted Sin i but this ftedfaft a-
Doac ot Church Members in the Church Communion to which they arc added, 
IS here recommended to us an undoubted Duty ; therefore the contrary ading 
rWn' ^ withdrawment and a Sin. For it's an unqneftionablc Rule in un-
ueritanding Scripture, that where a Duty is required, there a Sin is forbidden 
auu Where a Sin is forbidden, there the contrary Vertuc or Duty is required, 
the v ; ' ^ Rules o f Pradice, that the Rules comnrmding Virtue determine 
u n L t S p X as the Breach of the pofitivc or affirmative Precept, 
unto the Pradice o f Obedience. 
Cr^mmn^ ^ worko f the Fiefh isSIn, but a Members undue departing f rom the 
f o r r ^ ;c r i u '^^"'• '^ ' ° ^h'^*^ is joined is a work o f the Flefii, there-
nnnVH^^S"' . u ^ I^°'"J' ^^""^ is Sin in the Scripture Senfe there's 
r w o r k o f t Pb^^^ the Communion o f the Church is 
m o w / l r ^ / ' : ? ^ V ' ' ' " ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ ' ' ^ " " g i t f e l f b e confidered, or the nexC 
moving caufe o f ,t. For the thing i t felf is called by the Spirit of God Schifm 
and. uiv-Uiop, their can be no more fuperlative Schifm and Divifion in theSenfc 
oi tne spirit ot God, than the dividing.a true conftituted particular Church o f 
^ h u l t into Parts. 1 look upon Schirm,as the Apoftlc to the Corinthians means, 
rather to be lefs than this, and but fomething of Fadion carried on in that 
Church, tending immediately to Divif ion, for which he condemned the Co-
rmhians as carnal. The Fadion carrying on is mentioned,, i Cor. i i j . i , eye. 
where he begins very roughly with them, Iconldmt /peak, toyoH-as mto jpiritnal, 
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M mto carttal, and h4>t's in Chrifi, weak froward Children. / have fed yon 
•with milk, and not firong meat; for I find you are very Children by yourquar-
relfomnefs, and crying up one Minifter above another, upon carnal and fine-
fter accounts ; for u there not envyings, firife, and divifions into parties. And 
1 Cor.xi. I hear there are Schifms among yon : One faith he is for Paul, and ano
ther he is for Apollo, are yofi not carnal upon this account? Though you be Be
lievers, yet you are carnal, in that fuch corruptions prevail, as ftnfc and con
tention, upon a carnal reafon i fomc crying y^p Cephas, others young Apollo's 
Eloquence and fine Gcfturc, in which he excelled Paul. They faid, a Cor. x. l o . 
His Letters are weiohiy and powerful, but his bodily prefence ts weak,, and his fpeech 
contemptible. What would they offer to fay thus of Paid, the Aged, the Lear
ned, the Spiritual, the great Apoltleofthe 6 W e . and cry up above 
him i a good young Man that was Eloquent and Zealous, had a good pre-
fence, was inllruded in the belt part of his Divinity by Ac^uila Prefctlla • 
but there was fuch among them that faid, we had rather hear >*/>o//o than 
Paul; and others, more folid grounded ^ hriflians chofe rather to ĥ ^̂ ^ 
Paul, znd others Cephas-, but why fuch Divifions and fuch Parties, faith the 

Apoftle? Jpoh is a-good Man and ^ 5°°.'^ P ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ 
^ndPaul his, and both as no more than Mimfters of Chrif t . / , faith P^,/, 
pZted, I f i r f t preached to youand laid the foundation, Apollo alfo watered, and what 
of aUthis? He that plants is nothing, and he that watereth u nothing Thepro-
found Learning of one, nor the fmothEloquence of the other is nothing, out it's 
God that gives fuccefs and increafe •, we are but labourer, " j f ' ^ j ^ ^ ^ "^^^^'^ 
his Husbandry and Building. / ^ r.ife mafier builder and latd the foundation, 
hut according to the Grace of God given me, &c. ^ollo or any other bmLs ontt-, 
and if he build ^oU, fiber, precious fione, &c. hts work will rernatnbut if wood, 
hey orfliibble, his work will be burnt. And thus he Ihews, th-t m this dividing 
in"to Faaions they were carnal, andwalkedas men, i.e. .^h.^.^™^ 
as men that had no knowledge of Chrift in this way ?f ^^ ,̂̂ §^"8 ^ ^ ^ J ; ^ ' " ^ . 
For fo they judge of Preaching, juft by the Man's volubility o f To"6ue and 
comelinels o f Adlion; both which were not affeded, but natural to Apollo. 
And it's obfcrvable, while i ' W knocks down this carnal dividing bpirit , he 
here, and elfewherc in thefe Epiftles to the Corinthians, vindica^s his own 
Honour, and the Honour of his Minif t ry , againft the reproachful 1 ongues o f 
the Apollon'ues. ... - , _ . . 

Likewife I find the fame word ufed by the Apoftle, i Cor. 11). 3 • for the D i v i 
fions o f the Church of Corimh, c f ) ;^^^^ , and condemn'd as carnal i t is 
enumerated among the works of the Flefh, Eph.Y. 20. i t s rendred 
indeed (which may be implied in the Signification, for all Divilions in pol i 
tick Bodies are Seditious) but the Interpreters hath rendered i t Divifionsm 
That oHhe Corinthians, and, Ravi.xvl 17. where i t is yoaked with Scandals, 
vea I take both the words there joined, Dtvifions and Scandals to be, 

'lj)d Jiol,, to ftiew us, that Divifions in Churches are Scandals and they that 
make them, and Sre adual Inftruments in them, doe not ferve the Lord Jefus 
Chrif t (thoughpretending that) but their own Bellies^ i.e. ^ own carnal 
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Luf t , that have ft irred them up thereto, and by good words and fair [l>eeches rff. 
cnvethe hcarrsofthcfimpk, .i^. pretending how they are o f F c n S at the 
Sins and Faults of this and that perfon, and how the Church lies under Sin &c 
which IS unpardoned, and therefore they doe what they doe out o f Confciencci 
and for the Service of Chrif t . This is excellent Confcicnce to fet themfelves 
wiUi all their m/ght to doe the utmoft that lies in them, to break in pieces 
a t_nuicnot Chrif t , turn their backs with contempt upon his Ordinances there; 
ana to juftihe their irregular and finful Proceeding, caft all the d i r t they can 
upon the Minif t ry and Members thereof, and all this muft be looked upon 
y . e. by the Simple) as a great part of their Holinefs, and the wonderful Ser
vice ot the Lord Jefus Chrif t , when all this while they fcrved the Pride, Pre
judice, and Revenge that is in their Bellies- and to which Satan, through his 
lubtlc Temptation (by God's permifllon) hath captivated them. 
RaT-^S""^^'' T ^^ "̂̂  theFlelh and in the Spirit are oppofed, 

rhrmfp ; f • ^" '"'g^' '^ ° f 3 State but Anions. Good Men 
thcmfelves when they tranfgrcfs the Rules of the Gofpcl, are not in the 
n i S A -P^"^^^ ^^^^^ " ° ^""^ to Sin ; and i t were prophane to afcribe 
a f S l t 1 ^^"^ ^"^ guidance of the Spir i t ; and fo i t is to 
to fa inr?H Divifions and Seditions to the Spirit, when God permits them 
theml^^? T ' r •'''^ ^"^^ ^^'t^ exprclly. That they that feparatc 
k^J^Z:^ ^^^^^^^^^ theirprevailingconupt Wills and 
wha? s ?t p v'"' '"-^ ^ ^ " " f v v e r f , 9. And as to the caufc of this dividing, 
what is It.? is i t not that which is carnal? Are other things pretended anv 
S e S f v ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ their own Confciencesfora while, and ^ fet a good S 
fore r ; H ^'^^ I ^-f ^"^ ^^^^'"'^ ^e impartially examined be-
Drcv.^rnt' P"^.' '" '^ Vv,]nAK^ in the bottom ? Are not thefe the 
forTorriTF^^^^^^ condemned always bythe Spirit o f God 
S d nTeJplanied. ^̂ ^̂  'h^"g> but fome evil Root or Plant, which-

p / ? f w - r i k i n r ' v^if M ' ' ' ' ' ° ^ f ° ^ ' " ' " Obligation before Cod and his Pco-
M e m b L ^ c m i ^ ^ to the Rules o f the Gofpel ? Churclv 
t S t o l A^/'^'r^ are hereby no f i r the r bound 
vcamcitfe ^ b n v ' ^''°^^l'ty and Gofpel walking in their private and farai-

dcr t h r G o f n . 1 ; . ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ Fellowfifip as Brethren adlually, un-
Church ^omlZSr^'^r " V ' " ' " ' ^ "̂ '̂ ŷ "^'-^ ^'^^ '^^^thr'en in. 
J^much Communion. They doe adually, willingly, and folemnlv nut them
felves under the immediate Watch o f the Officers and Members of trat^ 
gregation there to abide and ftedfaftly to continue t h l S i ; h?s Provid^n^^^^^ 
removes them by Death, or calls them to join thcmfelves to fome other Conere-

•^A u '^''^y ^''^'^ according to the Rules o f the Gofpel, they have fub-
imtted themfelves to the Admonition and Judgment of the Church, which thcv 
are bound to abide by, even to the utmoft Cenfurc when they Sin. Befides this 
kind o f departure is not only the breaking of thisexplicite Obligation (which 
i t may be, in fome Churches is not inpradice) but i t is the Violation o f i t under 
that great Seal of the Lord's Supper for as we have ftiewn, and all ( but thofe 

that 
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that arc very ignorant) doc allow i t to be inftituted for this purpofe, as one 
o f the great Ends, fo bind them together in one body politick, or Society 

-wlio are partakers thereof under the fame Miniltry and Adminiltration. Elfe 
what is the meaning of that, i Cor.x. 17. IVe being many, are ene bread and one 
body ? Now by this fin which is iiercby highly aggrcvatcd, they break of f them-
felves from that one viliblc Body which they have fofolemnly eat and drank into, 
and taken the Body and Blood of Chrift to witncfs, that they are all one vifible 
Body, fpiritually united together, by Joints and Bands, which in this Con
gregation they again and again vowed and promifed to pay. / 

Ar^. 4-. I'his is an Art of high Ufurpation of F'ower in particular Members 
aniuning the Keys of Government. The Keys are to open and fhut, the grea-
tc l t part of Church Power lies here, in receiving in , and letting or putting 
out Members and Officers; for the fame Power that lets and receives in , can 
alfo nut out Now for a Member to let himfelf out, is to take the Keys o f 
Church Power into his hands, which was never committed to any particular 
Member, or to the leller part of the Church. CHow far they belong to Of
ficers, and how far to the Majority o f Brethren, I wi not now difpute, 1 
think that may be adjuited to fatisfadion '^'^^'^^^'^.^^^^^^^^^ 
render the Order of the Gofpel, and the honour o f Chrift in the Church.] For 
he pu ting^t^h^^ into the hands of the Minority, is contrary 
o the New Teftament Pradice, alfo deftrudive to all Communities. But 

for a orrticular Member, or the Minority, to let out themfelvcs from the 
S m m S without the Church's confent, is to ufurp the Keys, and they 
n S T a well have come into Communion without the Church's confent Be-
fideTfor Women to take this Power to themfeives i t is to allume that to them-
Sves that becomes neither their Sex nor Church Relation. Its a jh.me for 
Women to ffeakm the Church, i Cor.xiv. 35. the reafon you fee 33̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
[;:^he w a / U r a w l i n g a n d con^^^^^^^ le't fet o u f S 
S r i ^ e ' w t & t h ' o t a ^ f ^ S : T h a v f a l w ^ s ob^rved t , , ^ . ^ ^ ^ 
i ? e r " h c h Brawls, f i - f i o n s and Conful^^^^ , 

J t the Vn r 0 each, 11. e. in theChurch, nor to teach and direa the Church 
mr^^TTnor ufur^p authority I M S . , to vaunt i t ] o^.r m.n • ^ word, 
^ w h e e elfeufedin the Scripture, todefcribe a pradice that ought not to 
r ^ , n H f , r h e Church of c L i f t , audit fignifies an impoUng and imperious 
t \ S u r ^ l o w for tvomen to meddle wi t l i the ruling Power i n the Church, 
S chufe Officers, hold up their hands or the like, to undertake in Eledions, or 
!n the decifive Power, t i controul Officers and Brethren, and at laft to make 
in tne aecm •» themfelves or others, this is to ufurp*Aa-

l o ^ r the n i S bymedl ingwith that Power in the Church, which 
S ^ X o t n S e d to Men on%, and cxprelly excluded Women fron. . 
c^nriit nduicuiim i-odoe> verf. i l . She mufi karntn fde»ce with al 
S | / i r e ? . ! ' E S f h f r f d n . all g iod W c b . i s bcco:n=^ W O . B ™ t h « 
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profefs Godlinefs, and that's not by domination over the Man, either in Fa
mily or Church Capicity. 

Lafily, This withdrawing is not only Ufurping Authority, in re fpedof the 
withdrawing Member, but in regard of the whole Church befides ; for i t tan-
tamounts to an Excommunication of the whole Church. Excommunication is 
but putting out of Communion. Such Members puts the Church out of their 
Communion, and therefore judge the Church not fit for Communion in the 
Body and Blood of Chrif t , it's as much as one or a few can doe againft a Socie
ty , to think i t unworthy o f them, and therefore divide i t f rom his or their 
Society. I f t h i s be not Ufurping with a witnefs, I know not what Ufurpa-
tion is. 

-^'X- T o give O&cnce to the Church o f God is a Sin, and a great one, but 
this way of pradliceand walking is with great Offence to the Church of God, 
10 a great Sin; i f the Artion be but o f an indifierent Nature, yet done with 
Uttence, i t is a Sm. All things CTpeaking o f Meats and the Creatures, 
wmch are all good, being ufed with Thankfgiving, and witliout Offence3 
tnaeed are pure; but it ts evil Jor that man that eateth with Offence, Rom. xiv. 20. 
iUid we are particularly charged upon this account, i Cor. x. 22. Be vpithouv 
Offence LA^CTWT^S/ xVsSt ] to Jew, and Gentile, and to the Church of God. Sup-
poiing that in refped o f our Morals, we may be without juffc and blameable Of-
lence to Jew or GentUe. But there is other ways o f offending the Church o f 
God, vtz.. in the matters o f Gofpel Order in Church Relation. Now that 
this IS a juft 0.%ncein fuch Mt;mbers, to theChmchis abundantly manifefl:, 
for It carries with i t both the Senfes o f Scandal or Offence ; i t is both a grieving 

^ . r J l '""^"^ fw"'-" ^^'^ ^"^^^^ have Ihewed is fin in i t felf, 
voko r h X r ° • ° f ^'^"^^"^J^ that infedts many. Doth not this Adion pro
voke their Spirits and Paflions, tranfporting them to fhew their Zeal againft 
mi5i.l?r 'J"?' • ^^"'P^^^ Satan upon miflakes and 
th i r S % ' ' '^r ' ' ^ ^'^'''^ '^heir Fadion, whereby 
P. Jr u ' T r " , ^^'^it'ous Parties or Fadions, i Car. x i . 18,19. which, 

caSfe l e S r . rh "^T'^ '''""'^ ''̂ ^^ confounding Parties or Fadions, be-
he faith K ^ ^ " ^ fxeg.tically to pi=,..7*, fn the Verfe before which 
ples o f t n i T ^lU?;^^^ that thereby peribns approved in their Princi-
b f m a n i f e L d f n . ' i ' 'T ' ' . ' " c ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ the Lord Jefus Chr i f t , mighJ^ 

m r m 1 t l e^^^^^^ "onotbyPerfccution i t f d f , where Satan ap-
of T U ? .0 ' K*̂  D S?'°"":S' he, e as an Angel o f Light. Many ftand the day 
n n n l r by Periecution, who fall in the fray o f . Jmrch Faaion. Wha? 
undcrtakmg in a Church IS more contrary to the exprefs prohibition o f the 
Spirit of God? Gal.^. 26. .Let not be difrou. of vatn-ghry, provohin. one um^ 
they, andenvymg om another. Arc not thcic the Fruits that naturally % ow on 
Uiurch dividing ? What is a greater provocation unto anv Sociec" than that 
Its own Members divide from them, condemning, i f not coutQu'runK their 
Communion, their Rule and Government, tleclaring to the World pradi 

cally. 



2(< The Ifiterfi of Churches : Or, 

cally. That that Church is no f i t Church to hold Communion in facred Things 
with themfelves, when they would have all Men account them the moll Emi
nent and Confcientious of Profellbrs ? Would i t not provoke a Church to hear 
themlelves reproached and reviled as the w o r f t o f Men to all other Profcilbrs? 
And this they mult and w i l l doe to jultifie all their unwarrantable Proceedings, 
being defirous of vain-glory before the World i hence conies Emulations and 
Envyings upon this account. Contentions, Whifperings, Back-bitings, &c. 
Such things as thefe Paul feared he ihould find when he came to this divided 
Church of the Cormhians, % Cor.xi]. 20. J fear that when I come Ijhallfind 
yoafiich as Iwouldnor, &c. lefl their he debates, envyings, wraths, flrtfes, back:, 
bitings, lyJlctK^K\cu. i.e. fpeakingagainft one another] whiffertngs ldzym\gm^ 
the Faults of oneanother for the common Chimney-corner Difcourle, elpecially 

, among the female S e x ] [ p u f f i n g s up by fpiri tual Pride, magnifying 
themfelves. Exalting and Juftifying thcmfelves and Adions from Vain-glory] 
tumults, Ci'£^^7.^ir'^r inconfiftences, multitude of falfe mconfillent Stories and 
Relations. Now thefe are the true produd and crop, that grows on this 
Evi l Tree. 1 might tell you how it's a fcandal, ^«»?^.<|^^, a flumbling finning 
Offenceto Jews and Gentiles, for i t hardens them i ^ t h ^ Sins ro fee judah 
'uex Ephraim, and Ephraim Judah, to expofe the Ways and Inft'timons of Chril t 
(which hath bin affbted againft Antichriftian Impofitions, and humane In-
vS ions , by long and great fufferings) to the greateft fcorn and contempt, and 
,?"p?odisious in my Mind to think,^hat a poor caP"vat;d Creature ( i t may 
be one that fhall be faved at laft) fhall be fo far tempted ( and left of God fo 
fo far to be prevailed on) as to Sacrifice all the honour o f God m the Profeffion 
and Prafticc of Religion to one bafe Luft of his own ; yea, and which is more 
horrid this bafe Malice, Envy, Revenge, (Ŝ .̂ a very F;iend o f the Devil fha i 
be iuftified againft all the current of Scripture and born up with a high 
hand aeainftall the fcvere checks o f Con fcicnce ; i t muft be very kindnefs unto 
the Lord fefus Chrift to wound his Members, to trample upon his Interft m 
the World . I need not tell you how the Wor ld , Jew and Genttle relxents fuch 
ading, how i t confirms them in their Alienation f rom, and Enmity to the 
Ways o f Cl i r i f t , whereby it may be many a poor Creature, feeing and be
holding fuch Actings in Churches, perifh in their Sins 5 others kept oft f rom 
adding thenifclves, i t may be, to any Church of Gofpel Inftitution, at leaft 

H f r o m joining to that Church, fo that i t comes into a declining State, and is not 

multiplied. r , , • r . 
I might enlarge very much to tell fuch People how fuch Adtings are grieving 

Ofences unto a Church of Chrift . When the Body hath a Member violently 
torn off from i t , how unwilling i t is to part with an Eye, Hand, or Foot, &c. 
how they are grieved to fee the Members of the fame Body heardned in Sin, 

juf t i f ie themfelves againft all Admonitions and Reafonings,, tread upon all 
Condefcentions, and go on ftill to reproach and undermine that Society where
in they ought to be moft concerned, for the honour o f Chrif t in the Wor ld . 
But I have often obfcrvcd, thaf th ispar tof the Argument little prevails with 
fucii as arc apt to fuch Praaift's C which is part of their Temptation ] to 
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grieve, vex, and trouble tliem that they feparate f rom, and therefore i t ne
ver fatisfies them to fit down and exercife Charity and Peace towards them, 
or to talce any way of Peace and Compofure, but that way which may moftly^ 
tend to grieving, vexing, and afil iding the hearts and mind of them wi th 
whom they have to doc. And thefe are iivch, that all the Arguing f rom the 
clearefl; Grounds o f Scripture Proof will l i t t le prevail wi th , t i l l God by the 
great Power o f his Spirit takes them oflf f rom the Energy of Satan's Delufions, 
under which they ftand bound, Prov. x v i i j . 19. Abrother offended ij harder to be 
won than aftrong City ; and their contentions are like [^for prenianenc^H to ^^^'^ 
of a Cafile. 

•^rg. 6. Tha t Carriage and Aft ing which doth necefllirily in the very nature 
o f i t undermine and deftroy the Kingdom of Chrifl; in the W o r l d , is hainoufly. 
finful; but dividing a Church o f Chrif t lefs or more, doth undermine and 
deflroy the Kingdom and Intereft o f Chrifl; in the W o r l d , therefore is hai-
noufly finful; for the major it's raoft evident f rom the Words o f our Lord 
Jefus Chrifl:, Matth. K\]. 1%. MarkjV). ^^,2^. Lnkexl 17. And the Apoftlc 
faith, to convince the Corinthians o f their Church Divifions, i Cor.i. 13. Is 
Chrifi divided.? And thence the minor is evident to fence, that the going ofFof an; 
individual Member by a violent af t of his own, is a hideous Rent and Dico-
ftacy, and therefore doth as much as in the Divider and Separater lies, to un
dermine and deftroy the Kingdom, Intereft, Name, and Honour of Jefus Chrift: 
in that place. They wil l fay. They divide not f rom Chrift's body, i.e. the 
Catholick Church, but f rom one Church. I fay alfo, I hope they may not be d i 
vided f rom the myftical Body, iftheywBicre, they were never of i t t ruly, and 
l i t t le hopesof their being of i t , but by morethorow Converfion than yet ever 
they had ; but in regard o f their vifible ProfciTion, I muft tell them the t ru th 
m Chrif t , I lye not, I look upon them under a dangerous degree o f Apoftacy, 
vvhereinifGodlcavesthem without Repentance, their Condition and State is 
very fufpitious, and it's not braving of a thing out before Men, that wi l l give 
us boldnefs in the day o f the Lord Jefus. 

And as to the Plea i t felf I only fay this, 'That i f the Finger be cut ofl" f rom 
the Hand to. which i t is by a Joint immediately annexed, i t is cut off f rom the 
whole Body, the other Hand may take i t and make much of i t for a while, and 
keep it warm in the Man'j Bofom or Pocket, but i t never becomes a vital ufcful 
Member of the Body again. This Similitude is e^fily applied, and therefore 
I leave It totheUnderftanding Reader.,r' > - f.-V^ 1 , - • „.o'~. ' .' 
_ The laft Branch of this Ufe fliould be to condemn fuch who" (as they term 
It ; are Enlargers of their Communion, they depart f rom the ftrider Rules o f 
Golpcl, Order, and Churches conftituted and walking according thereto, to 
the Communion o f falfe Churches of Antichriftiah Matter and Form ; and be-
caufe Chrift's true conftituted Churches wil l not mix Communion with them, 
ihey utterly dcfert and forfake their fi^rft avowed ftanding. T h c f e l fliall leave 
ranked with thofe that |?o^« fpeaks of, who began the Antichriftian Apoftacy 
at firft in the Primitive Times, i Johni]. 19. 2'hey went out from us, bat they 
were not of Hi; if they had been of tis, they would have continued wiih ns j but tiny 

D 1 went 
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•went out, that it might he manifeft, they were not all of HI ; Cfome returned by Re
pentance] and the other zxcxhzmany Antichrifts, verf. iS. which were gone 
for th. An evidence that thefe Apoftates from the true Churches, and Worihip 
o f Chrif t , would grow up into the great Antichrift. No better than thefe 
arc the Deferters o f the true conftituted reformed Churches, that join them
felves to falfc corrupt Churches and Worfhip. 

And leaft any fliould miftake or pervert our true meaning, let me Anfwer 
fomefeeming Objedions, 

Objcd. Ton reckon then Separation a Sin and a Schifnij what ts the rcajon tioett _ 
that there are Separate Churches ? r - • /-u-r 

Anf I fay not that a feparate Church in the true Nature o f i t is a fchilma-
tical Church but according to the true meaning o f the Spirit of God, who 
fommands alf particular Churches of Chrift to be feparate according to the 
I Z sJ^to 2 cor. v i . 15, 16, .7 , l8- which place will juftifie the Sepa-
ration of Chrift's Churches, from vifible Unbelievers of any Sort whatfoever, 
and from all Heathenifh and Antichriftian Worfiiipers in the Wor ld . 

I Again, a Church's gathering into a feled Body for Enjoyment o f Chnf t 
in the pureft Adminiftration, according to what ^'^^^'''ll'J^r^^^^ 
churchin" of fuch which Chrif t will allow to be true Churches, though they 

K i d " ^ l ; ^ ^ ^ ^ ThS'^n the Schifm and Dicofta-
cv condemned by the Spirit of God, belongs to particular Congregations- there 
isnoncTtherayft icalBody of C h r i f t ; and the variety of gathered Churches 
are no Schifm, each walking according to the light of Tru th which Chrif t 

& S not a Church to be a true conftituted C h - h ^̂ ^̂  
and never voluntarily fubmitted and joined to it or i f ^ ^ ^ f '"!P;̂ ^^^^ 
S o n he finds himfelf in a falfe C hurch, and m the Snare of ^he Devxl he^s 
7cqdrcd to come out as others have d o - , - d nojonger to ch n̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ Com-
mnnion with fo Unclean a thing ; . and it's no Schilm, bat )ui i 
" 5 " V a Church Member, departed f - m a particular Congregati^^^^^ 

S | S u S n S S S " b ? ^ ^ 

IchiCtkK according to ' his prefent ftanding, wherein he hath cut o f f him-

' ' ^ l u : i : : S r e ^ ^ from the Church 

to which, they have joined themfelvcs, and that regularly, according to Go-
f ^ r R u l e . AS in cafe of removal o f Habitation or in cafe of convemency of 
S m u n i o n o f a Wife with her Husband or "" jhand with W i f e m the fame 
r C f x T S n i f they defire ft. Or in cafe i t bcdefired for better Ldifica ion, 
.^on%1?oved Grounds i t may be fo. Other caufes may occurr, I would not 
aclude any juftcawfe. But tlien, u The 
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1. The departing muft not be to thie W o r l d , or a falfe Church, but to a 
true Church of Chr i f t , in the Judgment o f the Church from whence you go. 

2. You muft not wrench your felf o f f f rom the Church by your own powerj , 
or renounce its Communion as unlawful for you to join wi th , but you muft go 
with the leave and confe^it o f the Church, fo i tmay be ableto difmifsyou 
without denying i t felf. And you rauft not depart with refledion on the C hurch. 
_ 3' Going in an orderly way, and allowed manner f rom Church to Church, 
is not a diferting the Church's Communion ; for fuch a Member is always 
ready on occafion to own i t . 

And as to the laft part o f the Objeftion, it's anfwered. That a true Church 
ot Chrif t , that walks in the comforts o f the Holy Ghoft , the mutual exercife 
o f Peace and Love among themfelves, hath fufticient Reafon to fufpedfucha 
Member that talks at that rate; and I know no reafon, how good foever he 
i^othfJ^wife, that they fliould be fond o f keeping him i f he wi l l depart 
tnendly by the Prifon Door, but i f he breaks Prifon and runs away, Juftice, 
requires the taking him, and bringing him back again; or i f he cannot be 
Drought back, to Out-law him as a. Felon. But it's more defirableto any 
S°c*^ty to part wi th an uneafie Member,, i f ft: may be done without abandoning 
the fundamental Laws thereof, than to keep him. And to fpeak according 
to a common Saying and true, A. B. may be a good Man, but is of fo i l l a 
*^"f/k ™ exceptions Temper, that he wi l l make an i l l Husband, no W i f e 
WiU beable topleafehim. Soof M.C. fhe may be good in the main, but make-
an i l l W i f e ; fhe is fo cenforious, f roward, humourfom, flie wi l l be always 
icoldmg, and that religioufly too, as fhe faith, &c. So i t is in our cafe, fome 
that are good People in the main, have Grace covered with much Rubbifh, 
or moft ungrateful contentious humourfom Tempers and Difpofitions, and 
^^^pfovc^vQ very uncomfortable and troublefom Church Members. I fay 
ot luch, i f they wil l depart in any thing like an orderly way, and any other 
Ghurches will be fo kind to the Church as to receive them: Let them depart 
wi th an orderly Difmifl ion. 

Objeft, But notp we have brokg Prifon, and that many mwiths, and we look.upon 
w r / e / w i belonging to you as Members, we dejtre we may have a Difmiffion to ano. 
'"^^Cintrch, without Communion with yours. 

Anfw. The Law of Man difchargeth none t i l l they return to their due Obe
dience, and I doe not find the Law of God doth. And now fuch rauft needs 
think, where i t not for the Honour o f God, and the Authority of the Laws o f 
any Society, without which the Society can never fubfift , this demand would 
be calily granted ; but i t cannot be, becaufe, i . *̂ t's an allowance of their p ro , 
ceedmg, in departing fo abruptly from the Church, and incouragcraent to 
others when oecafion fhall offer to bid defiance to the Church, it's Communi
on, it's Government, for many Months, yea, years, and when ,after long.ob-

. ftinate withftanding the grcateft means of Convidion, to come and dem,md a 
Difmiffion, and why may nofcthofc that the Church is dealmg.with for other 
Offences, doe the like. 

Again J , 



Again, to difmifs a Member that rcnounceth their Communion, is poffitiyely 
to condemn themfelves, as guilty o f all he chargeth them wi th , for they al
low him to be a fit Member o f another Church, which wil l not allow them to 
be a Church fit for his Communion ; for i f the feparated Member judges him-

' fe l f he can communicate wi th another Church, and not with them, he cuts 
them off f rom the Communion of other Churches, fo hereby they fign their own 
Excommunication. I might add many things which for brevity fake I wi l l but 
name, yea, fome omit. ' . . \^ r j r , 

T o difmifs a Member ftanding in prefent capacity, is to fend for th a D i -
feafcd Sheep into another Flock. It's unfaithfulnefs m refpedt o f Chrift not to 
feed his Sheep, i.e. not to exercife that power that is m their hands, for the 
recovery o f a fallen Member for Edification, and not Deftrudion. It's Un
faithfulnefs to the Member himfelf, for i t hardens hini in his Sin for letting 

: him alone, and not doing him that good whilf t it's m the power o f ray hand to 
doe i t , but putting i t away, is great Unfaithfulnefs. 

Laft ly, I t may be gratifying fomc Church or Officer that is a conftant Abet
tor to all the Diflentions and Divifions that do arife, I wi l l be bound to fay, 
that Church, or the Officers thereof, walk very Uncharitably, that will coun
tenance the offending IMembers o f another Chujch, yea, dot,, b̂ ^̂  
Judge and condemn the faid Church; for what is i t other than to i enounce he 
C o L u n i o n o f the faid Church, when thcY ^oe aduany receive h^ 
they know have difclaimed the Communion thereof? I f Churches wui not deal 
wi th one another as they would be done by (walkmg by the Rules o f C h n f t ) 
they may foon bite and devour one another. . c ,u nu u . 

Again, that Member that hath rejeaed the Communion of the Church to 
which hi is joined, hath vertually renounced the Communion of all Churches ; 
fo r i t was by vertue of his Communion with that Church that he hath right o f 
Communion with other Churches. His Right being there abolifh d by his own 
A f t , or the Church's, he is cut ofl^-every where, unlefsfonie wil l be Lawlefs, 
and keep no Rules o f Communion o f Churches; for by admifiion into that 
Church, he claims a right o f Communion into all Churches, and lo by felf . 
Excommunication from thence, cut off from all. It's according to the fore-
named Similitude of the Finger being joined to the Body, mediamt mam, and 
nolonger; i f t h i s be not enough, there's more to be faid. 

Object. But to M^a difmiffion ii to own the Church, 
Anfw. It's to own but in words, and for a corrupt End, while he denies i t in 

Praftice and Words too, when he refufeth to own the Communion of the 
Church. , , ^ . c , ^, 

Likewife to own the Church, and return to the Communion of the Church 
are two d i f t in f t things. An Excommunicate Pcrfon may own a Church to be 
aChurchof Chrif t , and yet not reconciled or return. 

Laft ly This owning, as I faid before, is but declaring himfelf a Scifmatick. 
1. It's'a U f e o f Inftrudion and Exortation to sill thofe that are Members o f 

a true conftituted Church of Chrif t , to continue ftedfaft in all the Ordinances 
and Appointments o f the Lord Jefus Chrif t for their Edification. There hath 

bin 
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bin enough faid to evince, that i t is a Duty , and to convince the Difobedient 
of their Sin. The Apoftle Vad rejoiced to behold the order and ftedfafinefs of the 
Faith of the Colofiians, Chap. i j . 5. And he puts great ftrefs upon i t , i Cor, 
xiv. 10. Let all things be done decently and in order. I f Chriftians are to walk as 
i t becomes the Gofpel, furely the orderly walking in Church Fellowftiip is that 
among other things that becomes the Gofpe l ; i t doth mightily Adorn our 
Profeflion ; it's an eminent part o f a Man's ordering his Converfation aright, 
to continue ftedfaftly in Gofpcl Communion ; it's his Gofpel Converfation, to 
which is promifed the feeing the Salvation of God, Pfal.h 23. i- e. a great Pre
fence o f God, and Communion wi th him. David promifed himfelf Goodnels 
and Mercy all the days of his life : But how ? / will dwell in the Honfe of the Lord 
for ever, Pfal. xxii]. 6. And this, he faid, he defired, and would feek. after, 
Pfal. Ixxi j . 4. And why ? to behold the beauty of the Lord, and enquire in his Tetn-
ple. Church Communion isnoufelefsfaplcfs matter o f meer name and form, 
as fome would have i t , it's of a high, great, and fpiritual Nature for Chrift 's 
Glcry, and our Advantage, Pfal. Ixxxiv. 1. How amiable are thy Tabernacles ? 
His Soul longeth and panteth, is reftlefs for the Courts of God, and even he 
grudgeth the Felicity o f the Sparrow and Swallow, that had their Ncfts nigh 
to the Altar, dwelling always there. He fa i th , verf^. Bleffed are they that 
dwell in thy Houfe, they will be fiill praifing thee : for i f they have hearts for i t , . 
they w i l l ftill fee more and more caufe for i t . I wonder the cxxxiij. Pfalm dwells 
wi th no greater imprefllon on the Hearts o f Church Members, that they can fo 
eafily violate that brotherly Unity, deface that unparrallelled Beauty, for fe i t 
and trifle away thofe tranfcendent Bleffings fpoken of, that holy Unft ion f r o m 
the Head of our Gofpel Aaron, that celeftial Dew that defcends on our Zion 
in Gofpel Worlhip, where the Lord hath commavded a blefflng, even Life for 
ever-more. I t was the great Exhortation o f the Lord Jefus Chri f t unto the 
Church of Philadelphia, Rev. i i j , 11. Hold f a f t what thou hafi ; i. e. both i n 
Faith and Obedience, continue ftill ftedfaft therein, for fhe is commended be
fore, for keeping the W o r d o f Chrift 's Patience, i. c. both in ProfeOion and 
Pradice, now bid to hold f i f t , and let none take away this Crown o f ftedfaft
nefs by removing her there-from ; and it's promifed her in the keeping this . 
command, fhall be great Reward; for , faith he, that Church Member 
overcomes, i.e. per feveres in this Obedience, I will make him a pillar in the Temple : 
of my God; i. e. He fhall not only ff:and in the Church himfelf, but fhall fupport 
and hold up others, be inftrumental to confirm many, and to keep up the 
Rules of the Gofpel, Mini f t ry , Ordinances, and Worf l i ip in the Church. And 
what follows? Hejhallgono more out. i.e. He fhall never be a Dcfertcr o f the 
Church, nor o f the Ordinances o f Chrif t , but ftand fixed as a pillar againft all 
Temptations to Peeviftinefs, Prejudices, or to any corrupt Aflxdions or 
Adions that may feduce him, and carry him out. And then ferioully confider 
the great encouraging Promifes o f the new Name, and the .new Jerufalem > 
r ight , and that they are the Words of our Lord Jefus Chri f t , who next fai th, . 
He that hath an Ear to hear, kt him hear what the Spirit faith to- the Churckss. . 
AndletmeicU you a few things which the Spirit fa i th , and I ihall wind up -
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i thisDifcourfe, the Lord give Ears to hear them, and therein I befeech you 
be Followers of the Churches of God in Judea, 2 Thef. i j . 14. 

Firf t , Takebeedof for faking the ajfemblirxr your felves together. Confider that 
ercat Exhortation of the Apoftle, Heb. x. ^3y 24, ^5- ^ f / =̂ 3- He Exhorts to 
ftedfaft continuance in our Faith, which is there taken for all Religion even 
Faith and Holinefs, znd let M confider one another, t.e. onc anothers WcaknelTes, 
Failings, Infirmities, and not prefently, upon every huft and difguft , rejeft 
oneanother, and caft o f t all our Love and Chanty to other,Ĵ r̂p̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
oneanother to Love and good iVorkj, endeavour by a holy Emiilation to be before 
each other in all praditag Examples, not provoke one another to Wrath^^^^^^ 
<;rriff and then rtioicc in thy Brother* Nakednefs when thou haft uncovered 
i t A n d t ' f " 5 fo^^^^^^ '0^ '^^ ^(f^'Mng^}'>"rfeljs together; f e. Forfakc 

-notChuKh ConSnunionas fon: . was wontinthofe dâ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
oneanother, i.e. ftirmg andexcitmg one another mutually to tne uuties re-

n f d l T a ^ m ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ follows, P- f f ing home the ^meE^^^^^^ 

there remains no more facnfice for fw; as niuch 
dangerousSin of Apoftacy at leaft̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

fu l l Sinning, and fo ^ P ^ & V i n "̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  Church Commu-
tells the fame as befoi e nc^cd The k̂ ^̂ ^̂  the Churches o f 
nion began An^ichnftianifm, am fure m^^^^ of Religion, fell 

^ndforfaKe mt afjembling your felves togeiher, ^^/^ J ^ " / ^ ^ take 
fo as never to arife more And ^^^^ as are nô ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  ^ ^^^^^^ 

mifchief, Chrift hath provided remedies, elfe he e "?t â̂^̂^̂^̂^̂  
own Houfe. 1 tell you ft is one of the greateft dangers of the Cliurcli. i-revent 
Tfecure this, and you wi l l fccure its ftanding, growth and encreaie m an or-
d nary way A fJndalous Sin breaking forth m a Church feldo™ can fet h fa 
in S v m n w L or Effbds as thefe dividing Maladies unlefs in a Church greatly 

f e S wfth?hofe of this nature, there the moft fcandalous moral Ciinunais 
S 5 find Advocates to plead their Caufe, and promote Contentions on the.r 
fccount, though merely\o keep on foot the Spirit of Oppolition; but our 
Fn'inefs is here to enquire how to prevent and to cure. , , ,̂  , 

f o r P evention. Briefly, i . Let a Spirit of Love and the Bond of Peace be 
'ftrenuouily maintained by Paftors and Memoers. 2. Keep clofe to Gofpel 
m S T n maintaining the decifive Power of the Churcn, in E edions of Officers, 
Admiffions, Difmilfions, Exclufion of Members, or in final determination o f 
any Matter o f weight, here lies the Keys. I he Keys are one thing, the Ma-^ 

nacement 
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nagement o f them another ; one the Church Power, the other the Elder's. 
The right and due management o f the Key is committed to the Eiders by the 
Lord Jefus, in a Church fo Organized, before which in the choice o f a Pallor 
or f i r f l ruling Elder, the decifive Power muft arife from the Brethren, and be 
the confent and agreement of the majority, where i t is fundamentally placed by 
A H ' ^ ' to which the whole is bound to fubmit, and by which to be concluded. 
And i f any one or more in Judgment or Confcience difagrec f rom the majo-
* ^ ' T ' • ^"^^i^^'^'y difcharged before Chr i f t , by declaring himfelf other-
wile minded with his Reafons. I f upon any weighty confideration he or they, 
aillenting, cannot fit down fatisfied with this A f t o f the Church, it's orderly 
10 ask a Difmiir ion, and for the Church to grant i t . I f the minority beany 
competent number and w i l l not yield, they may by the confent of the major 
part go of f together m Brotherly Love, and become a d i f t i n f t Church, giving 
each other the right handof Fellowfhip. A Church is better peaceably divided 
into two, than contmue in perpetual Animofities, Strifes, and Contention. 

becotidly. As to the Cure. I f any be unruly, vM^Ti d-t^^Cl^i, admonifh and 
reprove thofe that wil l be diforderly, and brought under no Rule, 1 Thef 
thnit^K • u , ^ h^ ^P^̂ '̂ ^ ^° Brethren, which includes Officers principally, 
nnS 1 • ^ i ' ^ i * ^ Brotherhood. And what i f after all patience 
^uu convincing means he wil l not fubmit to Gofpel Rules, cither to ftay in 
J h ^'""^P^rt regularly in Peace? 2 Thef. ii]. 14. If any one will not obey our 
word by Eptftk ^t. e. the Apoftolick Rules for Order in the Church ; for as for 
Jcandalous Walking, they had appointed a d i ref t Excommunication ; ] note 
inai man, L^/^««^, mark him as a contentious unruly Man] and have no Company 
hftt f I- 1 '"^y ^fiamed. Verf. 15. Jet count him not as an hnemy, hone 
L T w ri-'- ^ ' ' '^ h ' ^ ^ i ^ ' i ^ of Belial, fo as that he will caft o f t^ l l yoak] , 
m u n t T ' ^ T ' ^ ^ '^"^^ ^^" '̂̂  Carriage as is required to an Excom-
1 lavc-KI? ? " ' ^ ^ ^ " " ' ' h him as one that was in Communion, that now fhould . 
i nn r l ^ ^"^^:'^t"'-"i"g "jay be again: BcMcs admonijf, him as a Brother; that 
n ^ r C e n r n r ^ S ^ A ' ^ ' ' ^ l ' - ^ r ^ ^ ^ Reftauration ; for the ut-
Apoft?e i ? . ^''"'^"-^ ^""^ the attaining this End. Likewife the 

-??o«.xvi. 17. Jbefeech you. Brethren, 
Irar.^P I "''"Jf ^"^^M^^^ and fcandals, contrary to the DoUrine which you have 
r l m r k / n n - ' r }^ 9^^^^°"^ ^ " ^ 0^"^""^ be underftood to be the 
a r r a n e w f ^ a S f r o ^ ^ ' 1 ^ ' " diftribution o f thofe things that 
dealfn. S E ^ ° ^ h ? ? u r c h theaitfhews there fhould be the fame way o f 
aeal ng with one as wi th the other. Likewife the Apoftle feems to be very ex-
preisupon this account, Heb. x i j . 14. He exhorts them to/o//oii> Peace and Holt-
7J\'. V * both together : Peace, fo far as it's confifting wi th or promoting to . 
ttoiincis, for without the latter none lliali fee God by Faith here, or Vifion 
hereafter, therefore it's o f indifpenfable neceffity to maintain Holinefs; but 
get Peâ ce with i t i f y o u can, ^hawis^vl'.i, fupervifing or overfeeing one another r 
L j n Church Fellowfhip every one is to watch, and to be a Keeper to his Bro- -
ther, fo that there's a Church Watch o f Brethren as well as o f Eldersij and 
what is to be Watched againft ? leafi any one fail of the Grace of G^id^ i. e, leaft. 
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any one fall into any palpable fmful Pradice or Error, for the Grace of Cod 
itacheth to deny all Vngodlwefs. &c. So Men fail of i t when they fall into ungra
cious Pradices, and live in Sin, which they fhould be raoft watchful_ againft, 
leafl any root of bhternefs Ifring up; i.e. a Spirit of Divilion from Bitternefs, 
Prejudice, and Implacablenefs, that at laft wilUcavcn Mens Spirit fo far as to 
depart from the Communion of the Church. That this is the t i ue^Senfe, ap
pears, I . from, the ufc of the Word By the fame Apoftle i t s ttie male-
content of the Mind, a malicious or envious Difpof i t ion, f P - i v . 3 i . i^et all 
bitternefs, m.da., wrath, anger, &c. be put may. l^erf ^z. And he Ihews what 
the conti'ary Affbdions required. Be kindly afcBionated, compaffionate r^^^o^o.^ 
forgiving one another; i t is dealing gracioully wi th one another as God̂ ^̂  
C l n i f t ' f fake, hath dealt gracioully with us. 2, I t P̂P̂ f̂̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

. that troubles', the word is, makes a tumdt, ..^X^", for i^«thm§ " i f f he faft 1 
Tumult and Combuftion than the Spirit P'^'^f'^: J f ^ ^ ^ l ^^l' 
Leaflitinfel-imany; there is nofuch danger that a fall °f ^ X ^ r w i 1 doe 
dalous Ads of Sin fhould infeamany ; i. e. that '"'^"V f^";^^;', T'̂ ^^^^ 
l i k e : But in this cafe ofBittemefs "^^ny Spints may come to ^ 
i t . 4. He gives Inftances to unfold his meam̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
grievances. See there beno Fornicato^^ no one th y^^^ ^̂ ^̂  b a 
lous Sins falls f^^ioit of the G^jce o f God , .^^^^^ 1^^^ ^^^^^ r 
pradice of Hohnefs fuch-^^^^^^^ , , , ,3 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ i n 

' t S T o : ^ £ " : ^ ^ i ^ ^ ^ t : l ^ ^ c . r ^ wi th 
g f ^ A i f t l i i s ^ C h r h ^ m ^ fo Io}g as I^an^^^^^^^^^ 

Obp. Well then you wil l fay. How [hould a ^hftrchoj L t>rij g j tf 
in this fad Cafe, here is a RootofBmernefsfprung up, tthj^y^^^^^^^ 
degree of Contempt to the Church, the Ordinances andlVorfhtp J , ^ °"-
grigation; it alfo goes on to Jnfe£t more and more, but the perfons are morally un-
ilameable, and therefore cannot be proceeded againft by Excommuntcation as fcandalous 
Walkers., in what way are they to be proceeded with ? t , 

Mw. I muft confefs the Cafe is very fad, and would be a deplorable State 
o f a Church, i f there were no due Remedy to be Adminiftred, i t would be 
manifeft, that Chrift was not fo faithfull in his Houfe as //e^-111.5,5 
For under Mofes Admimftration, every tranfgreffion and dtfohedience received a juft 
recompence and reward. And is rt not fo under Chri f t , who is faithful a6a Son over 
his own houfe, whofe houfe we are ? Hath Chrif t proceeded to caft out Goats, and 
not reduce unruly Sheep, that wi l l not abide in his Fold or Pafturc where he 
hath placed them ? ^ n ^ j , 

Wherefore 1*. whereas it's faid the Perfons are not morally Scandalous, I 
apprehend there are other Scandals under Gofpel Difpenfation, bcfides thofc 
o f a mere moral Nature, viz.. fuch as ftrike any Gofpel T r u t h , efpeciaJly 

known 
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known, and fundamental, as to the Natures and Offices o f Chrifl:, in profefled 
judgment, or contrary Practice to the mofl: known Rules o f Gofpel Obedience 
in Pradice. As to know of the Sin of another, and to connive at i t , and not doe 
our Duty to him in that kind as Brethren. That connivance and negled o f 
Duty being known to the Church, and incorrigibly perfifted in, becomes Scan
dalous. So 1 might infl:ance in the doing an Adion indifferent in i t felf to the 
Offence o f another, /. e. for his hardning in Sin •, as fbr a good Man to eat 
Meat facrificed to an Idol, when the Idolater tells him ic is fo . This Adion the 
Apoflrle looks upon as highly Scandalous, in refped of the influence i t hath 
upon the Weak. 

2. Rut, Secondly, a Sin committed by a Perfon under reputation of Stride 
nefs of Converfation, is ten times more pernicious, than in him that hath no 
Reputation for Religion, in refped o f the Honour o f God and Religion that 
fufl^ers, and the Injury done toothers by his Example. 

3. The Sin we are fpeaking of, i t is o f a fcandalous Nature, for i t is a Scan^ 
dal to the Jevp, Gemile, and Church of God, as hath been proved, and there
fore 1 knowno reafon buB fuch may and ought upon incorrigiblenefs be pro
ceeded againfl: by d i r cd Excommunication, and I could confirm this by many 
forcing Arguments, but I find this Pradice cannot be reached unto as yet in 
our Churches, t i l l the times of further Reformation ffiall come. 

But, Fourthly, I diftinguifli of Excommunication ( i t being but the putting 
a Man ouc of Church Communion in the efl"ential Nature o f i t ) i t is d i r c d or 
ind i red ; d i red when the Church is the Agent to caft out an Offending Bro
ther from the Communion thereof; indired, when a Church Member is the 
Agent to putout himfelf f rom the Communion o f the Church, there the very 
nature of the oflending Brother's Sin is to Excommunicate himfelf. He is 
Fdodefe, he Excommunicates himfelf; for cutting himfelf off from Commu
nion, is Excommunication, though he fins in fo doing. O Ifracl thou haft deftroyed 
thy felf in Jeroboam Schifm, your iniquities, youriniquities have ftparated between 
yoitandme, immediately politically, and ecclefiafl:icany, as well as fpiritually. 
Now the Church in this Cafe, after the ufc o f all means to reduce fuch, hath 
nothing to doe but to animadvert on their own A d , mark them as fuch who 
have in a finful or diforderly manner withdrawn and divided themfelves 
f rom the Communion of the faid Church, which is as much as to fay, they 
are cenfured by the Chwrch as fuch who have Excommunicated themfelves. 
And fo having difcharged their Duty towards them, difcharge therhfelves o f 
all further debate about them, and trouble wi th them,, and then the main 
Root of Bittcrnefs is plucked up, though fomc little Sprigs may be left be
hind, which win be more eafily Eradicated. This proceeding is abundant
ly grounded on the very Nature o f any Society, Civil or Ecclcfiaftical, and 
on the many before-noted Rules, which the Apoflle hath given concerning, 
Caufers o f Schifms and Dicoflacies; and I think i t is fo necefl"ary,. that the 
Peace of Churches can no way be fecured without i t , and it's fo Evident, that 
there is no unprejudiced rational Chrifl:ian but doth prcfently fee how agreed-
able i t is to all Gofpel Rules o f Order. * 

E, a. Objcd. But, 
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Objed. But Members are at fleafure to go where, and when they pleafe. 
An[w. I fuppofe the Objeftor means Catholick and Occafional Members, 

and fo the Paftors alfo are Catholick and Occafional Ofiicers, and may leave 
any particular Flock, over which they are Overfeers, without giving them any 
Reafon, or i f he doth, its upon Courtefie, and may betake to another People. 
For there's the fame reafon and more, that the Pafl:or fliould claim his Liberty 
in this kind, than that particular Members fliould. 

2. This Allertion will deftroy all Government in any particular Congrega-
it ion, whither you fuppofe the decifive judging Power, or the Keys, as it's 
called, to be committed to Elders and Brethren, or to the Elders only ; for as 
foon as a Church Member is confcious to himfelf of a Sin committed by him, 
for which he is likely to be dealt with as an Offender, he is gone to another 
Church before the Church of which he is, hath time to charge him ; and he 
wi l l tell them when they fend after him, he is none of them, he is a Member 
of another Church. . 

Objell. A Difmijfion is a prudential Thing, and no fcripture Ground f or U. 
Anfw. I . 1 Anfwer, I f i t were fo only, it's fuch a prudential Thing as is 

founded in the very Nature and Conftitution o f any Society o f that Nature, 
as a Church is, that a Member by voluntary Obligation and Submi.uon to the 
Watch and Care of a Society, fliould go to anothei- of the Ĵ̂ '"^ Nature, wi th 
approbation and confent. And. 2. There isfufHcicnt fcripture Ground for 
i t in what Fad wrote to the Church o f the Romans concerning i 'We , for 
it'was a difmifilon with recommendation for continuance and abode He 
faith cw/mm I doe join Phebe unto you ; for i t fignifies (fai th Stephen) Stmul 
(lo or Sifio conflitHO, aswcllascow«e«^o, and i f the word coww«^o were in -
fiftcd on, it's ufual in that fence of making a good thing over to another. So 
Rom V 8. God commended his love torn; i.e. he beftowed it onus, and elfe-
where, fothat Pad Aoth asit were fay, / reftgn up Phebe toyou, as a mofi ex. 
cellent and worthy Servant of Chrifi, and I pray receive her tn the Lord ; t.e. in 
the Order of the Gofpel as a Member with you. And here is no realon 
to think that ftie was any other than a ftatcd Member for continuance. 
Difmiflion is but our Englifli word for the orderly tranflation of a Member 
f rom one Church to another, for continuance of abode, and is fuch a 

- Letter which Phebe had. A bare Letter of Recommendation is but a certifi- , 
cation under the Elders hands. That that Member is in Communion in 
fuch a Church, and walks orderly, that fo a neighbour Church m^y not re-
fufe occafional and tranfient Communion with him, by virtue o f Communion 
o f Churches.- . ^ . 

ObjeSl. I t will be further objeifted : Such an one cannot tn Confcience return to 
ihe Communion of the Church, and therefore ought to be born with. 

Anfw. Therefore how can he in Confcience expert to be eftcemed as a 
Church Member? and how can the Church doe otherwife than efteem him 
one.withdrawn and divided f rom their Communion, who declares he doth 
confcientioufly doe i t ? They let him have his Confcience to be no Member of 
IJtiera, and it's fit the Church fliould have their Confcience in declaring him 

a difordcrly 
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a diforderly Walker and Divider f rom them, and fay, that his withdraw
ment is fcandalous, when they are offended at i r , and call a Spade a 
Spade. 

2. There is none dealt with in a Church for any Sin, of what degree foever it 
IS, but i f he prove obffinate, he will plead Confcience, he wil l find fomething 
or other to fay for himfelf, in Juftification ; and to ftave of the Church's Cen-

•'' I ! ^ ' " cannot in Confcience acknowledge his Sin,for he is not con-
i ° ' ^"^^ Evidence of FacT; is not clear enough, or the Church's 

method of proceeding hath fome Haw or other in i t , and the Church can doe 
nothing t i l l the Offender is convinced in Confcience, which never is found iu 
an obftinate Offender. So that this Suppofition that a Church Member plea-
dmg Confcience for his difordcrly Walking, muft put a ftop to all further 
Proceedmgs againft h im, w i l l deftroy all Church Order and Difcipline, con
trary to Mmh. xvnj . 15, 15, I7 . But the Spirit of God really and exprefly 
dilallows the Objeftion, ^oi«. xvi . I 7 , i 8 . where he faith, that fuch dividers 
Jcrve not^ the Isord Jefm ( in all their Pretences and Praftices) hut their om Mies, 
f-e. their Lufts o f Malice, Prejudice, Pride, C ĉ. fliew where Chrift hath made 
•^"^ Offender's Confcience a Rule for the Church to proceed by. 

Objea. But ts ft not in the Power of a Church Member, not under the charge of 
scandal to tranftaie himfelf to another Church without a Difmiffion ? 
I 1 1 V ^ ' i i fofderly Divider f rom a particular Communion to which 
1 ".f /Volcn^nly and voluntarily given up himfelf in the Lord , is a fcanda
lous Walker, as hath been proved, and therefore under the Charge of Scan
dal. 2 Suppofingthis Power in any Member, though he doth never wi th 
draw before doth infer, that no particular Church is invefted with a Power 
oyer their Menibers, but every fingle Member hath a Key in his Pocket to 
open the Church Door when he pleafeth. 3 • A Man may with as good right 

into another Church when he pleafeth, and ftay as little while as he plea-
leth mfomuch It will be hard to know of what Churches Men are. 
f n . ' ^ " ' ^ ^ ' ^ ^ / l i be further alledged. To what purpofe will this proceeding be? 
J or I they will go on ft,II m their peremptory refufal of Communion with the faid 

^'rea 2. Other Churches will receive them to their Communion ? 
1.0^2%''^'". ' ^ " i ' ^ ' ' " ^° '̂"'̂  ^ ' ^ Allegation, I fay, i . That it's not in the 
powei ot a Church to prevent or cure the perfcvering Obftinacy o f any Of-
r l Zl ^ J ' " a f p r o c e e d e d againft by a d i red Excommunication, they 
S . l . ^?'''!^ ^ according to the Rule that Chrif t hath given, 
and leavetheiuccefs t o h i m . 2. The Church hath done their Duty towards 
tlieir^ dividing Member, and done what they could to keep him from part
ing rrom the Body; but feeing i t can by no means be kept on and healed 
inen. 3. ,ts a great eafc and comfort to it to be rid of fuch, not only ufelefs but 
painful Members, as a Finger that is cut almoft o f f and hangs but by the Skin 
a Man would clap it up into its place, and endeavour its cloline again bv all 
probable means 5 but i f i t will not clofc and heal, he wil l rather cut the l i t t le 
Skin it hangs by, than be troubled with the dilllght of i t , and its haneins al
ways in his way. * ^ ^ 

As 
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AstO the other Allegation, That other Churches will receive the m l ^hM only 
fay a few things, i . That any a Church that receives fuch a divided Member 
is highly guilty of his Sin, for it's the greateft encouragement unto him in i t , 
2. The Church that receives fuch a divided Member had as go"d receive one 
that is direftly Excommunicated ; for the thing is the fame in iti ' t r "^ Nature 
to be cut off f rom Communion by the Church's A f t and by his ^';P^cmlly 
when the Church hath proceeded to this cenfure, l^^d'c^ally to dejiou^^^^^ a Man 
Excommunicated by himfelf As theCrowner and i " 7 j f . " § J " J S 
Man, and finding he had ilain himfelf, denounce h.m i-^/o ^^ A , ^^^^ Z A A S ^ 
looks upon h i m \ s an executed Murtherer, and the w^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
with him fo far as it's capable accordmgly. 3• ^ . » 
an one to Communion, doth thei;ebyJudge and ĉ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
he did belong , for receiving a Men^ber ha^d^^^^^^^^ .̂̂  ^ .Ui 
theChurch, doe thereby declare no Comniunion^^ ^^^^^^^^^^ andtotheren-
condemn it . 4. Such a C:hurch ?P^B.%^^^Tfor what one Chm ch may doe, 
dring all means and rule of Order i " ' ^ ! ; ' ^ " " , ^ ^e receiving and countenancing 
another may alfo, and fo one Churcn ^ u ' , j^anner of Contentions and 
the Offending Members of anotner, wu profanenefs too, that all 
Divifions will be foftered in Churclies, y , contemptible. 5. Upon what 
Church Diftipline will be ^endeicd lUeieis ^^^^^^.^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ 
Right doth a Church ' ' ^ . ^ f ^ ^ ^ . ^ ^ f ."jfCommunion of that Church to which he 
Excommunicated himfe f f ' ^ " ^^^receive fuch a Member to Communion, i t 
did firft belong ? For i f a ^^^"rch receive luc ^^^^^ 

muft be upon claim of R.gh , " ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ T ^ U V joined himielf , but S 
a Member in Communion with the uiurcn ^ • „ i,,^ 
can have no juft claim of Riglj^t J^^^^^^^^ ^,^1 ,1,^ Church, and 
profeffedly difcUimed and t enounced Cô ^̂ ^̂ ^ after all due means ufed for 
being adjudged by the Church .^^^^^^ jo allow him that Plea, be-
to reduce him, there can be no col oui of Realo ^ ^^.^^^^^^ 
ingdoublycutofi^f^^omit fi f t by bf^oj^^^^ or diforderly withdrawn himfelf 
Cenfure, adjudged one that f th ' niw^^ of proceeding to admit a cen, 
from the faid Congregation J^^j^ion of another, moft certainly v i -
ftired Member of one ^^urch o the Com^̂ ^ 

olater al Communion "/^f/^'cannot but proteft againft the proceeding 
' f ? ^ ^ f ChLcb and'wl^e^^^^^^^^^^ non-Reformation to d l 
of fivch a Church, an^ wi 1 ^^^^^^ their Members to occafio-
clare non-Commumon with i t , . . f ^ f e to difmifs Members to them, ha-
nal or Pcrnianen C om^^ Sfobedience , for there is materially, the 
v,ng walk diforderly as wi th particular fame way ^ ^ e a I ng wiUi CM^^^^ , 

Members, f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ y j . ^ ' o n f fion into Churches, or neceffarily to aban-
the way to ^nng ^ ther all conr ^ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ ^.^^ undertake to judge one 
don congregational Churĉ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  Members, then there muft be fomc 
T y o7 r T e f f for'Tctt™ by appealing to fo^ic higker^ow.^^ 
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Claflical or Diocefan, and thus, I believe, t h : nayllery o f Iniquity fu l l began 
and wrought f rom Divilions in particular Churches, and the undue Carriages 
of Churches in judging one another, whereupon enfued Appeals to Foreign 
Eccleliaftical Juriididlions. 

I t cannot indeed be fuppofed but there wi l l i t i l l be fome Churches or others; 
that wil l receive the cenfured Members o f other Congregations, whofe Princi
ples o f Governrnent are mofl: clearly and amicably adjufted in the Exercife o f a 
co-ordinate Jurifdif t ion \ efpecially in fo great and large a City as this is, be-
caufc where there is many Streets, there w i l l be a great difcharge ftill o f dir t 
and f i l f t h into fome no better than Common Shores. There arc and wi l l be 
yet Brokers in Religion, that wi l l take off any breyded Commodities. 

But let all Churches that feek Peace and Purity o f Holincfs, walk by the 
fame Rules and Principles o f Faith and Order, and therein be like-minded 
one towards another in Chrif t Jefus, and receive one another as Chrif t hath 
received them all to the Glory o f God, that they may with om mind and month 
glorificGod, even the Father of onr Lord Jeftts Chrifi. A l l the Law of Chri f t is 
one word of Command to particular Churches, as well as to individual Members. 
Thou jhalt love thy Neighbour as thy f e l f , but i f ye bite and devour one another, 
by raflily cenfuring, animating each others offending Members, and breaking 
down each others Hedges o f Government, you w i l l certainly be confnmed one 
by another ; and i f fome Churches w i l l walk diforderly, let not others. Though 
Ijraelplay the harlot, let not Judah offend, Hof. iv . 15. 

F I N I S. 

F R R AT A. 

PAge7.1ine22. for performed rezd formed, v- 7-1. 32. for ^ 
^f^ttttOfMlzaV r. tf>eufi<)-H( ;yctetafi.ct}cov, p. 8.1. ^2. for Macei 

^fp- r. lieaf. p. 19.1.23- for opproaMag r. approachins. p. 22.1. 
tor your r, their, 

r.TO. p. 8.1. 4. for ^axgis-Hs 
, r • . .- Macedonia r.fuded. p. j<. l 28. for 

19.1.23- foropproachmgi.approachi^. p. 22.1. 23. f o r j a r . ve. p. 32 J. ulf. 
p. 29.1.36. for vohere r. were. ^ f 




