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T o t h e R e a d e r . 

REaders.Leafl you fionU think that the agrco^ 
mcnt of dl here written (in fenfe^nd very 
muck in words') with what I have Pfiblipcd, 

doth that it is not wholly the Authors work, hit 
any Sf it mine, I do tndy acquaint yon that he never fa 
Nuchas acquainted me with his writing i t " " j ' / f ^ 
rcadit all before Igave it to the Trinter^ nor d^d lalter, 
adde or diminifi one word in all the hook i^^t as wc 
r,ere of one Uind and Heart, our agreement rs no won
der: Und his widow (the daughicr of the fknwm D r . 
T w i f l e ) affureth me that fcveral eminent ^onconjor-
ming Divines faw it and approved it ; as 1 doubt not 
bHt mofi others xvill do when they have fcrwufy perufed 

^ u t , alas, I that have k«o^vn thefi twenty years, what 
ether defi^nes have been in fon^e mens heads 7nconfJtent 
with allfnch indeavonrsfor our Concord, and how power
ful thoje men have been who profefs, [ t ha t there is no 
w a y o f Concord, W a v o i d i n g S c h i f m e bu t by obey-
i n / t h e Govern ing Untver fa l Church , wh ich hath 
thl power o f U n W e r f a l L e g t o and Jud^^^^^ 
ment, which is a Forreign Jur isdia ion I f a j j that 
know this mufi needs know, how little more than the 

f r r e a c e m a r r s ] t l ref i f us wart in hopej. to dye. 

Richard Baxter 
Feb. i o . i 6 8 r . _ 



Several Traas mt jei 7>_rhncd, prepared for the Trefs, 
and left iwdcr ^ r . John Corb cltV own hand-
tifig, intended Jhortlj to be Tublificd, are as 
follovps ; 

I - ' T T ^ H E true State o f the Ancient Epi/copac}', 
2. H T h e prcfent Ecclefiaftical Government, 

compared w i t h the Ancient Epifcopacy. 
3. A Confiderat ion o f the prcfent State o f Con

fo rmi ty in the Church England. 
4. A Difcourfc o f the Church and o f the M i n i f t r y 

thereof 
5. A T r a f t ofCer ta in ty and In fa l l i b i l i t y . 
6. O f D i v i n e W o r f l n p , i n three partsy i . O f 

the Nature, Kinds, Parts and A d j u n f t s o f D i v i n e 
W o r f t i i p . 2. O f Idoia t ry . 5. O f Superft i t ion 
lefs than Ido la t ry . 

7. His Humble Rcpreientation o f his Cafe, touch
ing the Exercife o f his M i n i f t r y . 

8. Difcourfcs between D r . Gunning.^ late Bi fhop 
o f Clickcjier-t and h imfc l f ^ wherein are feveral 
f l u m b l e Defences made both as to his Principles 
and Praftice. 

9. A n humble endeavour o f fbrae plain and b r i e f 
Expl icat ion o f the Decrees and Operations o f G o d 
about the free A f t i o n s o f Men. More cfpeciaily o f 
the Operations o f D iv ine Grace. 

10. Matr imonial Pur i ty . 
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Jn Account pveii hy fane deprived MlnifterSj oj 
their judgement and praBtcey<S'c, 

f ' — m ' ^ ^ H E manifold reproaches heaped upon the Non-
I conformifts, among whom it is our lot to be 
I numbrcd, have filled the whole Nation. Our 

J L Religion hath been reprefented as a mixture of 
folly and viUany ; our principles and tempers as t^rbu ent, 
fcditious,and utterly inconfiftent with 'he Peace of Church 
or State ; and our pretences as frivolous and often baffled.uur 
Governours have been admoniflied to beware of us as their 
worft and moft dangerous enemies, and excited to uie tnc 
utmotl fcveritics againft us. 

Hereupon it behoves us to humble our felves in the fight 
of the Lord, and to implore his mercy, and to bear his jult 
rebukes in the unjuft reproaches call upon us by men^ alfo to 
fulFer thcfe indignities with Chriftian patience, and to fhew our 
felves reconcilable to thofe, who have been fo adverfc to us, 
and to endeavour peace and concord with them,, i f i t be pof-
fible, many of whom wc fuppofcto have been afted m this 
matter wit'h an undilTembled zeal, though "ot reguht̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
found knowledge or due charity, buthurncd with unrcafon-
fbie p r^udice idpafnon . . W e hold it alfo our dutŷ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
neglca our own nccelTary vindication, but in honeft f u ^ p h c ^ 
to make known to a l l , what principals and praftices wc 
own and ftandto. Though we arc taught and encouraged 
to labour and fuffer reproach, and to reckon it a very fmaU 
thing, to be judged by man's judgment, yet we are bound to 
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vindiatcourinnacCLicc for the truths fake, and out of chari
ty towards all men to provide, what in us lies, that none may 
take an occafioii of ftumbling in us. And here it niaHfuiTicc 
us only to make a true rcprefentation of our fclvcs, having 
this confidence, that the bare dating of our cafe will be our 
fufficicnt defence. 

r. l u the firfl: place we declare, that with ns the kingdom 
of God is not Conformity Or Nonconformity as fuch, but 
Chriftianity orrcalGodlincG, which is mod fummarily com
prized in the baptifmal Covenant of Grace, and morccxpli-
citely yet briefly inthcCreed, Lords Prayer and DccaIogc,and 
at large and mo,^ perfcaly in the Holy Bible. A religioufncfs 
made up of little opinions, and modes, and phrafcs, and fi-
dings with this or the other party, is none of ours, though 
we are injurioufly pcrfonated in fome late writings, toad fuch 
a part. Faith, hope and love is the clTcncc of our Religion, 
and with us differences in things not clTcnrial, do not mike 
dilTcrent Religions. VVc difdain our being of a party as fiich; 
And though the godly be a peculiar-people, wc confine not 
godlinefs to any peculiar way narrower than mcrcChriftia-
nity. W e make no Humane additions in Sacred things, nor 
any mutable circumftances-to be the terms of Chriftian Fcl-
lowfhip. 

• 2. Accordingly wc feck not the advancement of any Scft 
or Party, to the injury or ncglea of the llniverfal Church, 
or Chriftian caufe, or the common good. And as we arc no 
faftion, wcknow that Faftioufnefs is not our Intereft, but 
turns to our greatcft lofs. Our aims being Chriftian and Ca-
tholick, we feek the increafc of the vifible Catholick Church, 
or the whole Society of men profeffing true Chriftianity, in 
order to the increafc of the Chixixh invifible, or the Society 
of Regenerate Chriftians. And to theiccnds we dcflre'aud 
moft approve the primitive fimplicity in Dofl r inc , Worfhip,. 
înd Difcipline. And herein wc boaft not , as i f wc were the 



( 3 > 
®nly men ofthc Primitive Chriftian Spirit, but wc anfwcr 
them, who have trampled upon us as an iiripcrtincnt trifling" 
Sea. 

3. W e heartily own the Proteftant Reformation in E>o-
ftrinc, and particularly that of the Church of EngUfid, con
tained in the Nine and Thir ty Articles, except thofc Two or 
Three that relate ouly to fomc of our prcfcnt differences, and 
not at all to the Doftrinc of Faith and Sacraments. And wc 
greatly cftcem the foundncfs of the Doftrinc contained in the 
flomilies. W e unfeigncdly aflent to the fenfe of his Majeftic's 

, Declaration concerning Ecclcfiaftical Affairs in that PafTage, 
wherein he jufHy rebukes thofe that had the hardynefs to pub-
l i f i i , thattheDoarineof the Church (againft which no man 
with whom he had conferred, had txcepted) ought to be Re
formed as well as the Difcipline. 

Beit here obfervcd, that fome Conformifts tell us, that 
they heartily fubfcribe to the Nine and Thirty Articles, taking 
the liberty of interpretation, that W allowed by the Church herjelf, 
though it be fno/i reafonable to prepime that pe requires fab' 
fcription to them^ at to an Infirument of Peace only ; And for 
this, the Teftimony of an eminent Bifhop is cited, faying, 
The Church of England doth not define any of thefe Oneflions as 
neceffary to be believed ncceflitate medii, or praecepti which is 
much lefs, but only to bind her Sons, for Peace fake, not to op, 
pofe them. But for our parts we believe the very truth of the 
Doarine contained in them, according to the genuine fcnfc of 
the words. 

4. W e arc not afliamedconftantly to affirm, that the word 
of Godisthcperfea Rule of Divine Faith and VVorfli ip i 
and we apprehend that it is not Lawfull for the Church, or 
any power upon Earth, to make new worOiip of the fame 
common nature and reafon, with thofe univcrfal and perpe
tual Ordinances, which the word hath already made. Nc-
vcrthclcfs particular modes and accidents, and mere circum-

B 2 ftances 
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ftancesof worfiiip, which arc common to i t , with all Hu
mane anions, arc left to^thc determination of Humane Pru
dence:, according to the general Rules of Scripture. Andwc 
take fuch determination in thofe matters to be no addition to 
God's word, and no argument of the defcftivenefs of his 
Laws, but merely an application of the general Law in par
ticular cafes, as the Law it fclf doth warrant, A firm agree
ment of the Non-Conformifts with the Church of England, 
in the fubftantial parts of God's worfhip, hath been long fiace 
manifeftcd in their Papers prcfcnted to his Majefty. W c ftill 
acknowledge the lawfulnefs of a fetform of Liturgy for mat
ter agrcablc to God's word, and fuited to the nature of the 
fcvcral Ordinances, and to the ncccfTitics of the Church : yet 
the Minifter fhould not be fo confined to i t , as not to make 
ufeof his own gifts of Prayer and Exhortation. W e ftill 
profefs that w'e are obliged to do all things decently and in 
order -• but we are not fatisfied in the lawfulnefs of fuch Ce
remonies, as in their defigned end fccm to draw to near to the 
fignificancy and moral efficacy of Sacraments, and which have 
been rc]cSteA by many of the Reformed Churches abroad. 
And wc believe that God's worfhip is beft managed for the 
Exterior form thereof, when it hath Icaft of Humane mix
tures in things unnccclTary adjoyncdand appropriated there
unto. 

5. W e intirely own that Miniftry, that God hath fct in the 
Church, whether extraordinary and temporary as that of the 
Apoftles, or ordinary and perpetual, as that of Biftops or 
Paftors, and Teachers. W e believe that it is Chriftshigh 
prerogative, tranfccnding all Humane authority to inftitute 
Spiritual Offices ; (how be it there may be Offices circa facra 
of ma!i"*s appointment) That Spiritual Officers receive their 
authority from Chrift as the immediate Donor thereof by his 
Charter (though their dcfignation to their Office a, not ordi
narily immediate without man's intcrpofing^ and confcqucnt-
ly they are Chrift's immediate Stewards, commiffioncd by 
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him and accountable to him,, each one for himfelf in particu' 
lar-, That the power of t'lc Keys for binding and lofing, tor 
retaining and remitting of fins is clTcntia! to a Presbyter or 
Bilhop ; That Miniftcrial power is delivered by Ordination, 
as by way of folemn inveftiture ; and that each particular 
Church ought to have their proper Bidiop or Paftor, (one 
or more) rcfiding among them for all Minifterial duties, who 
hath no coercive power upon the bodies or eftates of men, 
and may rule them by no other inftrument, than the Sword of 
the Spirit, which is the \ ^ r d of God, working upon their 
Confciences, and their outward ftanding in the Church, 

6. The Church being the Lord's heritage and portion ought 
not to lyc common, but muft be fenced with Chrift's Spiritual 
Difciplinc, that it be not laid waft and loft in a W o r l d ot 
llngcdiinefs breaking in upon i t . This charge is committed 
to the Paftors, who are accountable for the fame to the chiet 
Shepherd. By the order of the Church of England all Pref-
bytcra were charged, t i l l very lately , in the form of ordain
ing Minifters, toadminiflerthe Doilrine, Sacraments and Dij-' 
ciplinet as the Lord hath ordained-, and as this Realm h/tth re--
ceived the fame. And that they might the better underhand 
what the Lord hath commanded, the Exhortation of St. Taul 
to the Elders of the Church of Ephefm was appointed to be 
read to them at the time of their Ordination. Take heed to 
your felves and to all the flock.-, over which the Holy Ghofi hath 
made you over-feers to rule the Congregation of God, which he 
hath purchafed with his mn blood. Admiffion into the Church 
by Baptifm is one act of Paftoral Government, and includes 
the judging of the title of the party to be fo admitted. That 

• which vve require in the adult for their vifiblc Church-Mem-
berihip, is their intelligent owning of the Baptifmal Cove
nant by a fcrlous profcffion, there being no notoriety or proof 
of an invalidjting contradiftion. Other parts of Difciplmc 
are the publick admonition of fcandalous offenders, and in-
joyning of penitence, the Excommunication of the obftinate. 
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and the abfolotion of the penitent. This Spifitu'al Govcrn-
JTicnt is not to be managed with exterirtal force and terror, like 
the fecular power, but by Reproof, Exhortation arid Do
ctrine, that the offender may be convinced and judged in his 
own Confcicnce. And we take it for a great reproach to 
Chrift's Difcipline to tell the W o r l d , that it is a powerlcfs 
thing of it felf, and infufficient to obtain it? end, unlefs the 
temporal Sword inforce it. Yet we w^uld not have the 
Church dcftitute of the Magiftrate^dueafiiftance and encou
ragement^ 

7. As touching the form of Church Government, the 
Scrlpture-bifliop or Evangelical Faftor we do and ever did 
acknowledge. Likewife we neither do nor ever did renounce 
the Epifcopacy or Pre fid ency, which was of an ancient Ec
clefiaftical Cuftom, as in the ti)Tie of Jgnatim, yea or of Cy. 
prim. Bifhop Ushers model of Government by Bifhops and 
Arch-biHiops with their Presbyters, was by forac of us pre-
fentedto his Majefty, as aground-work of accommodation. 
King Charles t\iz Firft iu his difcourfe touching the differences 
between himfelf and the two Houfes in point of Church 
Government, declares his judgment in thefe words. That he 
is not againfl: the managing of the Epifcopal Prefidency in one 
man-, by 1 he joyiit counfell and ccnfent of many Frefbyters., but 
that he had offered to reflore it as a fit means to avoid thofe errorst 
and corruptions-, and partialities, which are incident to any one 
man-, alfo to avoid tyranny which becomes ?jo Chriflian-, lea{l of 
all Church men; hcpdes it will be a means to tal^c away that od;um 
and bttrden of affairs-, that may lye too heavy on one mans Jhoal-
ders-, as he thought it did formerly on the Bijliaps here. 

W e judge the Epifcopal or Paftoral Office to be a perfonal 
truft, not to be difcharged by delegation to others, and cfpc-
cially that it cannot be deputed to them that arc not Bifhops 
or Paftors, and that fccular perfons cannot adminifter that 
power, which intrinfecally belongs to Spiritual Officers. 
Andwc cannot juftificanyEcclcfiaftical Government in a fta-
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ted bereaving of the Paftors of particular Churches of that 
power, thatisclTciuial to their office," and iiva ftat'ed hinder
ing of the effectual cxcrcifcof Church Difcipliue. 

8, W e detcft all manner of Sacriledgc, and we think we 
arc as willing as any others, that it fliould be noted and repro
ved, and that one kind thereof, the unjuft alienation of Lands 
and Goods, devoted to the Church's ufe for the fupport p i 
Gods fcrvicc, we utterly condemn. But there are thofc that 
think they can never enough inveigh againft this kind, yet 
fear not to commit the fame fin in other inftances, which are 
not lefs abominable, as the Sacrilcdgc of Pluralifts, Non-re-
fidents, and all negligent and infufficicnt Minifters, who de-
youvxliat which is Holy , taking the Miniftcrial benefice,, and 
not performing the fcrvicc. And to alienate perfons and 
gifts, that have becnfolcmnly cotifecratcd to God, we take to 
bcrealSacrikdge. 

9. W e arc as willing as any others to take notice of tho 
heinous fin of Schifm. But we earneftly defirc many that cry 
out againft Schifmaticks^ more impartially to confidcr the na
ture of this fill, and to hate it in its full extent. W c know 
theneceflPity and excellency of Chriftian Unity and Concord, 
and the deformity and mifery of divifion, and earneftly pray 
that Chriftian Charity might be fo confpicuous, that all may 
know that we are Chrift's Difciples by our loving one ano
ther. W e are for building the Church's Unity .upon its only 
adequate Foundation, which is Jcfi;s Chrift, the fame yefter-
day, and to day, and for ever ^ and in vain do any hope to 
build it upon a narrower Foundation. W e arc againft the dc-
vifingof new Articles of Faith, and new parts of Religion, 
:uid the inforcing of Oaths and Subfcriptions to the fame. 
W e require fubfciiption or ingagcment to no more than the 
Holy Bible, and if any fwerve from the truth in wicked er
ror or prafticc, let them be tryed and judged by that unalte
rable Law, which thcmfclvcj have aflcutcd to. And we 
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think this the furcft way to prcfcrvc the Chriftian Church in 
foundnefs of Doftrine, integrity of Life^ and Holy Peace. 
But i f the fctting forth of a publick coufeftion of Faith or Ar
ticles of Religion be infiftcd on, we allow it as a rule to Prea
chers, whomay bepunilhable, i f they preach contrary Do-
ftrine, though they be not inforced to fubfcribe to every T i t 
tle. Moreover wc hold not our felves obliged to forfake a 
true Church as no Church, for the corruptions and diforders 
found therein, or tofeparate from its worftiip for the tolera
ble faults thereof, while our perfotial profeflion of fome er
ror, orpraaiceof fomcevilis not required as the terms of 
our Communion. How be it we are not fo indifferent in this 
matter as to make no difference between Churches and Pa
ftors. The more pure and powerfull admiiiiftratioii of God's 
Ordinances is to be preferred before that which is more faul
ty andlefs effedual. And here again we acknowledge, that 
in this preferrencedue caution muit be ufcd. VVc muft not 
rcfpea our own particular benefit before publick peace and 
order, and the general good. 

10. W e believe that the power of civil Magiftrates is 
God's Ordinance, neceffary for the Government of the world ; 
that their whole authority is derived from him, and fubordi-
natc to h im, the only univerfal and unlimited Sovereign 
Lord ; That God's Glory and the Eternal Salvation of men, 
are higher and nobler ends of their authority than temporal 
profperity and peace, that all their decrees and execunons 
3fhouId chiefly refer to thefe ends, and that in their way they 
are charged with the Souls of men under their jurifdiftion. 
VVc acknowledge that Supreme Magiftrates have a civil fu-
premacy in all ecclefiaftical matters, and apolitical Epifcopa
cy over the Paftors of the Church, in their facrcd adminiftra-
tions, and may compell them to the performance of their 
duty, and punifh them for their negligence or mal-adminiftra-
tion, that they may call Synods, and make Canons, and 
warrantably thus reform the Church, when it ftands in need 

of 
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of Reformation. Accordingly we acknowledge the Kings 
Supremacy in all caufes, and over all perfons, Civil aud Ec-
clefiaftical, in thefc his Majefties Realms and Dominions. 
Moreover we believe that the higher powers arc not to be 
mere Executioners of the judgments of EccIefiafVicks, but 
that they may and muft be Judges thereof thcmfelvcs, in or
der to their own execution ; That their great and proper 
work about Religion is to incourage and inforcc obedience 
to the Divine Laws, and in fubferviency thereunto, to de
termine fuch things circa facra as are requifite in general, but 
in the particulars are left undetermined of God \ Likevi^ifc 
that by moderate penalties they may reftrain perfons of im
pious Principles, as Athcifts, Infidels, Hercticks from vent
ing their wicked errors, and from any open impious prac
tice and that they may conftrain men to ufe fuch means as , 
God hath made Univcrfally necelTary to bring the ignorant 
to knowledge ; but not to profefs cither m word or deed 
what they believe not, or to take that which God hath made 
the fpecial priviledge of believers. Laftly, Their imperial 
Government in Religion fliould be mixed with a paternal cle
mency and tendernefs, according to the meektiefs of Chrift, 
whofc Servants they are, not only as Chriftians but as Ma-
giftratcs. 

13. It is our Principle, that Humane Laws bind the Con-
fcience, or (to fpcak more properly) the fubjefls in point of 
Confcience, not by a primary obligation as the laws of God 
do, butbyafccundaryandfubordinate, as from a power de
rived from God. As it is an evideijt and important truth, 
that Inferiors ought to obey their Si^eriors for Confcience 
fake, fo it is as evident and important, that when Mens com
mands conrradia the commands of God, it is God and not 
man that muft have the preeminence in our obodiencc. 
W i t h us it is no controvcrfie, whether the King or Confci-
cnccbethe Supreme Governour. It is the Magiftrate only 
thateuafts publikc laws, and hath the publike decifive judg-
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mcnt, whether according to his Laws wc are juftifiable or 
coiidcmnable, As for Cpnfcience it is no Governour at all, 
butonly a difcerner of our duty, and an internal witnefs for 
us, or againft us, according to our praftice ^ andconfequent-
ly it is concerned to know the will of God, and whether the 
commands of men be confentaneous or contrary thereunto, 
which men call the judgment of difcrction. I f the Magi
ftrates command bcjuft , the Subjefts pretending againft its 
lawfulnefs cannot juftifie his difobcdieiice •, and i f the com
mand be finfull, his judging it to be lawfull cannot excufe his 
doing of it f rom being fin. It is the Subjeft's duty in thefe 
cafes firft to lay by his error, and then to aft according to 
truth and right, and for that end to ufe the bcft means for his 
own true information. 

Whereas fome teach, that when wc doubt of the lawful-
ncfs of the thing etijoyned, and are certain that obedience 
to authority is a duty, wc muft do the thing ; W e conceive 
that we cannot be certain of our obligation, to obey in a cafe 
wherein wc arc not fure of the lawfulnefs of the thing com
manded, bccaufe we arc fure wc muft not obey the Magi-
ftratcs command in things unlawful], and our ignorance or er
ror cannot alter our obligation to Gods Law. Here is there
fore an uncertainty on either fide, and perhaps the danger 
may be greater on the fide of obeying than refufing. For 
poffibly theinjunftionof a heinous fin may be the matter of 
the uncertainty, and in this ftreight we apprehend it more 
imfafe and lefs cxcufable, to choofe the greater before the 
kf lerf in , though indeed it be lawfull to choofc neither. 

W e hold not that an indiflerent thing becomes unlawful! by 
being commanded, but on the contrary, that a thing indiffe
rent before the Magiftrate's command, doth after tht com
mand become a duty, it being fueh as he hath authority to 
command. Indeed we cannot receive the Diftates of fome 
men, who have written too daringly about Confcicnce, in 
reference to Humane Powers. W e boaft not of fuch Prin
ciples as make men of duftile Confdcnccs, obfequious to all 
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defignsand intercfts, but we embrace fuch as wil l keep the 
Church and W o r l d in order. 

14. W h e n the higher powers command what God for
bids, though we are bound not to perform i t , yet we muft 
be fubjeft, and not refift, but patiently fubmit to fuffering. 
The caufe of Religion doth not warrant Subjefts to take 
arms againft their Lawfull Prince, nor may they, by armed 
violence againft authority, attempt the publique reformation 
thereof. W c hold that it is unlawful! by the conftitution and 
laws of this Kingdom, for any Subj efts to take arms againft 
the King, his Office, Authority or Perfon, or by force of 
arms to refift any Magiftrate or Officer, legally Commiffio-
nated or Authorized by him, yea Subjedts are bound not on
ly not to refift but to affift and defend their Sovereign with 
their Eftates and Lives, and the Preachers of the Gofpcl ought 
to teach the people obedience and loyalty, and to indeavour 
to root out all Principles of Sedition, Rebellion and Difobe-
dicncc. W e believe that we are under no Bond or Obliga
tion to aft any thing contrary to thefe our avowed Principles. 
And wefurthcr make known our deteftation of all the indig
nity and violence oflvrcd to the perfon of our late Sovereign, 
and efpecially that moft horrid execrable faft of taking away 
his life, as alfo the ufurpations and violent change of the Go
vernment that did accompany the fame, againft which crimes, 
while they were carryed on, the brethren of our perfwafion 
openly protcfted even to the faces of the aftors. 

Touching Government and Obedience we know no con
trovcrfie between us and the Conforming Clergy, that is pure
ly Moral or Theological. Indeed there hath been political 
and law controvcrfies, refpefting the different conftitutions 
of States and Kingdoms. Now fome men to ferve their 
own defigns have made thcfe to be taken for differences in 
Religion, when as they are agitated among States-men and 
Lawyers, without refpeft to any difference in Religion, and 
^'ith much variety and uncertainty of opinion. And as for us 
*i'e publiqucly profefs to afcribe as much to Princes and Sovc-

C 2 [reiga 
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ircign powers, as is afcribcd to them by the ancient Chriftian 
Church in any general Councell, or by any Proteftant Church 
inany Synod or publike Confeflion thereof. And in the po
litical Qiiedions about royal prerogatives, and the privikdgcs 
of Parliaments, and the peoples immunities, we interpofc 
not at all, for they are out of our Sphere, but in reference 
thereunto we acquicfce in the determinations of the laws of 
this Kingdom. 

15. W e doubt not but this free and open dealing will be 
our defence againft thofe licentious l ongucs and Pens, that 
have proclaimed the Religion of the Non-Conformifts to be a 
Foolifli Religion, when indeed it is no other than the Religi
on profclTcd by the Church of England:., and that our Prin
ciples of Government have a palpable inconfiftence with the 
wellfare of Governours, when we offer an appeal concern
ing it to the whole Chriftian Church, both of the prcfent and 
former ages. 

As for our ftatc of Nonconformity, i t is our grievance 
and diftrefs, and it is not in the power of our own wills to 
help us. VVc afFcftnotfinguIarity, difunity or difTcnt from 
others, and fo far as wc arc conftrained to i t , vvc take it for 
our infelicity. W e grudg not at the liberty of others, but 
arc fo far glad on the behalf of able and faithfull men, as they 
are in a capacity of more publikc fcrv.ice for God and his 
Church ; and though we are difTatisfied in the way wherein' 
they have gained i t , yet we retain Charity and Peace towards, 
them, and are willing to concurr with them in the common 
intereft of true Religion. 

16. They are much miftakenin our cafe, who think it is 
the mere incxpedicnce of the things injoyned that wc ftick at. 
VVequeftioa the truth of fome aflcrtions, and the lawfull-
nefs of fome ortiinances of worfhip, and fear the dangerous 
tendency of l.'.mc forms and rules of Miniftration, of which 
and of other nir.rtersindifFticnce we are ready to render a 
particular acc( ant, whrn authority fball require it . W e 
acknowledge that fome parts of the matter of our diflent arC' 
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comparatively fmall things, and in no wife to be valued more' 
than Unity and Peace. W e lay the main ftrcfs on the main 
truths and duties of Chriftianity, and for thefe lefTer things, 
we would bear with others in the belief and praftice of them, 
but others will not bear with us in forbearing to ownorufc 
them, while we think them erroneous and forbidden, or at 
lead do rationally doubt of their truth and lawfulInefs. Now 
this preffeth upon us, that we may not do leffer evils that 
greater good may come, and therefore we cannot do thcfc 
comparatively little things. For it is not a Ijttlc thing to fin 
deliberately in the leaft matter, and the wvlfaW breach of the 
leaftof God's Commandments is a contempt of his authority 
in the whole Law. Aud whereas N ĵ̂ âre commonly faid to-
fitdn at Gnats and fwallovd Camels, i f we be indeed convifted 
of fuch partiality, let us bear this brand of Hypocrites, lir 
the mean while let ouraccufers know and dread the guilt ot 

rafh judgment. , /. n * v 
Moreover if fome of the things themfelves be fmall, yet it-

is not a fmall thing, that is required of us about them, name
ly a declaration and fubfcription of our unfeigned aflent and: 
confcntto all and every thing contained in large Humane Vo
lumes, impofcd by our Superiors, who acknowledge they 
arc not infallible. W e have not fo much as our internal judg
ment and choice left to us about a multitude of humane ordi
nances and determinations. Our peaceable bearing, and. 
holding Comm'jnion with them, that'prafticc thefe th in^ , , 
vea our quiet fubmifiion to the ufe thereof as tolerable fu f l i -
ceth not, fas wc apprehend it) but there muft be alfo an he^-
ty and inlire approbation thereof as laudable. Had we fuftl-
cicntauthoritativc warrant to believe, that thefc recognitions ; 
import no more than our peaceable behaviour toward the 
Church, as fome have intimated, wc would as readily f u b -
fcribe the fame as they. But wc do not think it fafe to pro-, 
ceeduponthcprcfuinptionof fuch a meaning as hath no bet
ter warrant, and wc dread to profefs the approbation of the: 
things we difallov/. 

^ Further-
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Furthermore, though in fomc regard wc arc more concern

ed about the controverted opinions, forms and ceremonies, 
to wit as they are bound upon all Couformifts to be perfonal-
ly owned and ufed by them, (to which we may add the in-
forcing of Rcordiiiation, which is a bar fet to many of our 
number) yet there are other things wherein the ftate of Re
ligion is as much or more concerned. It is hard for us fo to 
bind our fclves under all the prefcnt orders and cuftoms in the 
Ecclefiaftical Polity, and its management, as to ingage againft 
all neceflary reformation. W e arc fenfible how inueh the 
good of the Church, that is, the inci eafc of true Godlinefs, 
lyes inthe dueexercifc of Difciplinc, and we are very ten
der of fetting any bar againft i t , by our own a£t. 

17. Butleaftby this intimation we may be thought to in
tend what indeed wc do not, we declare that wc will not in-
deavour any alteration of the Government in Church or State, 
as it isin the King, whofe Civil and Ecclefiaftical Supremacy 
we have before acknowledged ; nor the alteration of the true 
Epifcopal Office which Chrift hath fetled in his Church ^ nor 
wil l we indcavour any alteration in the Church, by any fedi-
tious or unlawful! means, but only by Prayer to God, by 
humbly Petitioning our Superiors, or obeying the King i f he 
command i t , or fuch like lawfull means, as belong to us in 
our places and callings. 

18. W e afPea not Church-domination, (howfoever we have 
been reported to grafp at power in our own way, as much 
as others do in theirs) wc only defire a liberty of difcharging 
our duty to the Congregations, to which we are fcnt. VVe 
would exercife Difcipline toward fuch only, as voluntarily 
fubmit thereunto. VVe would have no coercive power an
nexed unto i t , nor temporal penalties immediately confe-
qucnt to any Spiritual fentence. VVe utterly difclaim this 
opinion, that when the Clergy hath Excommunicated any 
man, the Magiftratc is bound in Confcience to confifcatc, ba-
nifh, or otherwife punifh meerly upon their fentence, with
out hearing or trying the caufe by his laws at his own bar. 

VVc 
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W e look upon Church Tyranny as the great calamity ô " 
Chriftcndom, and would by no means have a hand in its ad
vancement, under any form of Government whatfoever-
Having read in Hiftory by what fteps the Roman Clergy 
overtop'd Princes and Emperors, wc can in no wife promote 
the twilling of Clergy domination by oaths and other publique 
ingagcments into the frames of fecular Kingdoms, and that 
in precedency to the civil power. 

19. Al l the reafons of our Non-conformity cannot be here 
expefted by any that know upon what terms v. e ftand. W e 
inake it our humble and earneft fupplication to our Superiors, 
that by their favourable permiflion wc might have leave to 
write and publifh more largely and particularly, both touch
ing our dilfents, and inanfwer to the accufations made againfi: 
us. For fuch a defence, as we now ask leave 10 make, hath 
hitherto been forborn, to avoid the difplcafurc of our Go
vernors. 

20. It is eafie for that fide which is uppermofl: to fpeak for 
their own way, thatas much hath been written as may fatis-
fie any that have a mind to bcfutisficd. But they fhould re
member the common infirmity of iMankind, and what Arrange 
difparity there is in Mens underftandings, and what diverfity 
of apprehenfions, efpecially in matters of doubtfull difputa-
tion. VVe ptoftfs in his fight who knows our hearts, that 
we have a mind to b. fitisfied, if we knew how. And there 
is rational evidence for the truth of what we fpeak, for that 
our diflatisfaftion muft needs be againft our intereft, i f i t 
were remediable. Any confcientious Principles narrower 
than the truth, entangle thofe that arc governed by them; 
and our Principles of Non-conformity, i f erroneous, arc 
a great fnare unto us, and keep us under fuch confinement, 
as is no way dcfireable by us. And therefore i f wc might 
Ix: free, we would ufe it rather, and willingly retraft that er-
Jor, that puts us to fo much trouble. And furely they judge 
too hardly of us, that think the fuppofed fhameof a retrafta-
tion, would keep us from embracing our own liberty and 

fafety. 
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fafety, and promotiftg the Churches Peace and Unity. I f 
our Confciences were well fccured, we would truft God with 
our reputation. T o thofe that fpcak of our baffled caufc, 
and charge us with invincible obftinacy after ftamcfull over
throws, we ihalhiot now mention fuch Books of fpccial note, 
and not tedioufly voluminous, as were written.on our fide m 
•former times by men of reputation, that v;;:rc never an-
fwered : we {hall only mind them to confide; what ani .vcr 
hath been made to fome later Publilhed writings on our part, 
ixuhe Fetition for Peace, with the Reformttron of the Liturgv, 
andthelafireplymadetotheBihpshy the Divines, Commtjji-
med together mththem forthe rc.s^w of we Common Prayer, 
though the matter and feafon carr.eftly called for it For they 
were^refented to the Bifliops buore the ad of Uniformity 
came forth, while the things for which we fufler were under 
publike confultation. . „ 

21. Our diffents can be no juft provocation to any. Our 
equals that differ from us are upon this account no more re
proached in us, than wc in them, and we can mo^c be 
thought to rcflea an imputation of evil on them, than they 
ou us. Towards our Superiors our diflent carryes in it no 
ifiore indignity, than a fuppofition that they may err. And 
wc agree with them info much, as thewifdomof God hath 
made neccflliry to Chriftian concord. 

22 His Majefty exprelTcd his refolution to become the cf-
fcftual moderator of our differences, and gracioufly accept
ed the propofals made by fome of us with acknowledgment 
of their moderation. This he hath largely made known m 
his declaration concerning Ecclefiaftical afliirs, wherein he 
gives this Teftimony to the Minifters of the Presbyterian 
perfwafion, that attended on him in H A W . To our ?reat fa-
tisfamon and comfort we found them perfons full of affe^ion to 
•us and of z.ed to the Peace of Church and State-, and nei
ther enemies, as they had been given out to be to Epifcopacy or 
Liturgy 1 but mode.my to defire fuch alterations in etther as mth-
m fhakirigFomdations, might beft allay,the prefent diftemp. 
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ers. And he expreflcd himfclf in reference to thofe things 
wherein the learned men of cither perfuafion were agreed as 
followeth, //• mn thcfe excellent fonndations w fuhmjjwn 
wHthere is fLh a harmony of affe^om, any fnperfr Are 
tMtraifedtothef.a\^nioftho^ Foundauons, and to the 
intra^lingirleffen.nJof thlblefed S'M^^^;!^;^^:^; 
vital part of Chrifttan Religion, m fmll thtnk.o^ir M very 

Ln Mp^ithat we aredefelUve ^nJ^J^-
Jinidration of Government, with whtch God hath tntrHjtea m. 
Z d h e fa th farther, That he doth not think.hts reverence to 
f ^ r c t r . / E n g l a n d , asntsEftablljl^edby Law. ^rtthcka^ 

7gr dimU^^ r ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ' / t w f 
folevarticudrs of Lemony, whUh howfoever ^ ' ' ' ^ " f ^ ^ f ^ / } ^ 

Letyand devotion and order of former ^^^"<^^^ ^'l^lon fir 
igrlbletotheprefent, 
the imnrovement whereof they might happtiy ee imr 
confeqmntly mav well be difpenfed With. -^^^A ,^ith the 

This gracious healing declaration was receivcd^^^^^^^ 
thanks of thcHoufe of Commons, and ^ ' t h jĥ PP̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
the people, and it was to our fpec.al ,oy. Had .he moocr 
tion^hcreln fpecified flood i"/^^ce, wc hav^ no caulc^ 
doubt but that Tranquillity and Concord in the C^^'^ll^"^^^ 
have enfucd. Butthe fruftrat.on thereo lay notion «ur p^^^^ 
It is pur comfort that we have earneftly fought Peace and 
Unity, though we have not fo far P^'^^^'l'^*^'f,^'^^ ^Bo„ds much as thJabatement of one Ceremony, but our Bonds 
have been madeftronger, andthctermsof X f ^ ^ ^ c r imes 
berty much harder to us, thanthey were m the former times 

""^i"'Some indeed fay that to indulge us any abatement of 
injui^^ionsT even in t L g s indifferent - ^ 1 s t a b l e , wo^^^ 
cherifh us in our ungovernable Perf^/^^ons, and t^e Chu crt 
would yield up her authority to thofe P| ' " ^ 'P !^^ ' l t f - e^ i^^^ 
be an cverlaft ne hinderancc of her fettlemcnt. 1 ^ ^ ^ f 
Fpeakastf our fxclufion, not our conformity were defie d 
But againft their uncharitable and unfober affcrtion, wc offer 
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our Principles already here teftificd to the tryal and judgment 
of all impartial and unprejudicdd minds, and challenge our 
advcrfaries to gainfay them, or to prove that we falfly pre^ 
tend unto thein. ' , 

2 3. The extravagant Pens of fome Writers have made r i 
diculous and odious defcriptions of us, to expofe us to the 
common fcorn and hatred. They vi^onld make the World 
believe that inftead of the Precepts of the Gofpell intelligi
bly fet forth, wc make a Religion of Metaphors and Allego
ries, and new phrafes, ,of thin airy notions, frivolous and 
fenfclefs nicities, and Rmatick whiralics. This they fix pro-

' mifcuoufly upon the Non-Conformifts from paffagescollcdted . 
oat of fomc Writers, that go under that name. But fup-
pofc thofe paflages as erroneous and frivolous as they would 
make them, vt?ou!d any party in the W o r l d or they thcm-
silvcs be fo dealt with ? Should a colledlrion of errors, ab-
furditics,., incongruities , injudicious cxprcffions, and fuch 
like weakncfics be pick'd here and there out of the writings 
of this and the other Conformifts, and then be Intituled the 
Religion of the Conforming Clergy. Let the Divinity of 
the Non-Confor'mifts, that is extant defend it felf, wc are 
not carcfull about this matter. Indeed we cannot boafl: that 
none among us are injudicious, yea, or that any one among 
us doth never write or fpeak an incongruous word. I f our 
adverfaries fo boaft of themfelves and theirs, let them take 
the glory of i t , we are not called to this boafting, or to com
pare our felves with others. It is too v/ell known how great 
a part of the Clergy throughout Chriftendoni (as indeed of 
all other forts of men j are defcdVivc and imprudent in their 
cxprefTions, But by infifting on this kind of exceptions, our 
adverfaries have done us this right as in cfieft to tell the 
W o r l d that the Noii-Conformifts are not deprived and fi-
icnced for Trcafon, Rebellion, Drunkennefs, Swearing,, 
Incontinences, Rayling, Infufficiency , Idlencfs , feldom 
Preaching, Pluralities, Non-Refidencc, and fuch like immo-
.ralities. 

• • l^t: 
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Let not, the progrefs of our juft and ncceflary defence be 

taken for felf exalting. For we do not exclude others, but 
only include our felves in that fobriety, from which fomc 
•would exclude us, and we do this to fhew that others ought 
to receive us, feeing we accord in the greater things, not-
withftanding our Icffcr differences. 

24. W c carneftly difavow, and teach the people to be
ware of thecondu£tof pretended infpirations; and we own 
God's publick Laws written in Scripture and Nature for our 
perpetual Rule. The Wor ld knows that the rational evi
dence of Chriitian Religion, and of the Divine Authority of 
the Scriptures, hath been as much owned among us, and as 
largely aflerted by fome of ours, as by any of them, thatfo 
fpcak, as i f they were the only Propugnators and Preachers 
thereof W e take the Spirit's grand Teftimony to the truth 
of the-Gofpel, not to ftand in fome inward unaccountable 
luggcftionandpcrfwafion, but in an obje£tive evidence pro
pounded to the reafon of Mankind i though wc likewife hold 
the Spirits internal teaching, and the gift of illumination to be 
nccefTary to faving Faith. W e do not hunt after myftcries 
in words and phrafcs, yet we would not make v©idor IciTen 
the great myftcry of Godlinefs, and make no more of it 
than a Scheme of Moral Philofophy. W e approve not af-

•tcQcd Language, yet we would not have the things of the 
Spirit of God fpoken in Scripture Language called Cafjttfig. 
W c make it our bufinefs to underftand the things we aLirm, 
and to fpeak fenfc to our Hearers in the plaineft words, and 
in preaching to avoid vain janglings, and impertinent curioii-
ties, ufclcfs fpcculations, novelties, and vam oftentation oi 
wit and fancy, and to infifton things efl'ential or of great im
portance to Chriftian Piety, and whereinfoever we have done 
weakly, we defire to do better, andrefufc not to learn even 
from our adverfaries. -

25. In man's Converfion to God we urge not the nccemty 
of any thing that is unnecefTary. W e ftand not on certain 
modes, methods and circumftances, in which it may be 

D 2 , brought 
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brought about, wherein the wifdomof God proceeds vart-
oufly towards fcvcral perfons, according to the different cir-
cumftances of their condition. As for inftancc, we afTertnot 
a general necefTity of tliis or that mcafure of humiliation, 
much lefs of adifinaldcfpairinghorror (as fomc have faid of 
us)wc prefs convidion and humiliation no farther than to 
make a finuer rcftlcfatill he come to Chrift, and find reft to 
his Soul in him. And we take not converlion to be (as fome 
have flandcred us) an imbracing of our opi iions, or an ad
hering to our party ; but an internal principle of Faith, Hope 
and Love cxprcflFcd in a fobcr, righteous and godly liiV, i f 
this be i t , which fome mean, when they fpeak fo highly of 
morality and virtue, we will not diftcr v/ith them about the 
name. For morality or immorality taken not vulgarly but 
theologically, is no other than the conformity or inconfonnity 
of our minds and aflions to God and his Lav/s. And ttiat to 
preach morality in this fenfe is to preach Chrift, wc acknow
ledge as freely as any others. But wc know the vulgar noti
on thereof rcfpcas the civil rightcoufncfs of the natural man, 
and for the fake of common hearers, who undcrftand words, 
as they are commonly ufcd among thcmfclves, wc think it 
neccffary to diftinguifb between faving grace and moral vir
tue. Furthermore we fay not, nor arc wc acquainted Witli 
them that do fay, that the morally righteous man is at a great
er diftancc from grace, than the prophanc, and better be 
lewd and debauched than to lead an honcft and virtuous life. 
W e hear no fuch words out of the mouths of Non-Confor-
mifts, though fome have fuggefted it againft us, to make ua 
odious. And it feems ftrange, that any fhould infinuatc a 
charge of Antinomianifm againft us, by making the perfona-
tcdNon-Conformift tocall the Doctrine of good works legal 
preaching, when itis fo well known, that fome of ours have-
done as much as any in confiiting the /\ntinomian dotages. 
W e teach none to call themfclves Godly, mccrly becaufe 
they hear Sermons, frequent Lcftures, and noeet together 
for Prayer and other Rclijiious Excrcifcs: yet our aim is that: 



( 2 1 ) 
men (liould make Religion their bufiners, and we incourage 
their diligence in attending on God's Ordinances, and redeem
ing the time, and helping each other forward in the way to 
Heaven. 

26. Though we arc accufed to be of that Spirit that faith. 
Stand by thy f e l f , come not near to me, I am holy er than then:, 
yetweplacenotHolynefsin any peculiar garb of profefTion, 
or in ftanding at a greater diftance from others, than God 
would have us, W e receive all men as much as either bro
therly kindnefs or common charity will allow. VVe aflfea 
no Prcater fmgularity than the uncontrovertcd Non-Confor
mity to the W o r l d ' makes neceflary. Differences of per
fwafion in the matters controverted, we make not to be marks 
of diftindion between good and bad men. W e judge not 
any as ungodly upon the mcer account of their Conlormity, 
vea we have incomparably more value for a Godly Contor-
inift , than for a meerly OpinionativeNon-Conformilt v v c 
renounce not Communion in the publiquc worffiip of the i a-
r i fh Churches, though for its outward form and order in fome 
refpeas itbcnot that which is moft defireable by us. 11 s 
our hearts defire and prayer to God, that the VVord, Pray
er and Sacraments therein difpenfcd, may be bleft to the great 
increafcof true Godlincfs in thofe that attend thereon. Yea 
wewiOi fo well to the ability and godlincfs of our oppofitcs 
in thefe controverfies, that it would be our great rcjoycing, 
that every Parifh Church in England filled with an able 
Godly Minifter though conformable. VVe own the Catho_ 
lick Communion of Saints, d^^fire a part in the Prayers 
all faithfull Chriftians, whether they pray by a fet torm or 

^'"^''"vVhereas we are charged with immodefty and bold-
nefs in our inquiries and conelufions, we ^^oi^^^f'^J^^ 
Doarines of prcdeftination, redemption, ^ivmc Grace, 
free wi l l , original fin, juftificat.on, perfeverance, and al lu-
ranee of Salvftion, we differ not from the Eftablifhed D o -
arineof thcChurchof England, and we approve lier mo-. 
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deration ufed in thofe Articles, which we take in the fame 
fenfe with the Englifli Epifcopal Divines in general, that l i 
ved in Queenl EUnabcth'^s and King James his times. And 
for our parts we judge that the controvcrfies about thefe points 
might be lelTened, and would gladly do our endeavours to 
the IclTeniiig of them. 

28. Our Doftrine tends to unquictnefs and confufion no 
more than the common Doftrine of Protcftants, and of the 
Church of England\t fclf, for it is the fame as wc have Hiew, 
ed. And wc'protcft ngainft fuch citations to the contrary, as 
men bring out of writers reputed of our party, and renounce 
whatfoever is written or fpoken contradictory to our here 
avowed Principles. And we think it not fair dealing in our 
adverfarics to repeat and aggravate all intemperate paffages 
vented in thofe times, when impetuous aftings hurried men into 
extremities, and ftates-men and fword-men heightened the 
differences between Divines, and cfpecially to do this after our 
profc/fed moderation hath been acknowledged by our Govcr-
nours. Befides, the generality or at leaft the far greater num
ber of the filcnced Minifters now living were not ingagcd in the 
late wars.- And i f thefc were allowed to preach the Gofpel, 
we fhould be thankfdll for the favour, though the reft remain 
excluded. 

29. W c acknowledge the importance of a publique fettle
mcnt, and how neceflary it is that both people and teachers be 
under the regulation and influence of authority. And that the 
willfull and indifcrcet might be held in their due limits, we 
would not have things left at random, but under ftated rules. 
W c feck not to be received upon lawlefs terms, but are w i l 
ling to fubmit to tryal, not only upon accufation of lewd fcan-
dall or infufficiency, or negligence in our calling, but of vent
ing any error contrary to the received DoSrinc, or of doing 
any thing contrary to peace and order. But it is unreafonable 
for any to urge this conceffion for the rigorous impofing of 
doubtfull and necdlefs things, which tend to trouble and not to 
fettle the Church. It feemed good to the Holy Ghoft, and to 

the 
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the Apoftles and Elders, and Brethren aflembled at Jmifdem-^ 
to lay upon the Churches no other burden than things necefla-
ry. And here we take notice of their impcrtincncyr who 
think it enough to confute all our plea for moderation, by pub-
lidiing quotations out of our writers, which were written 
againtt an intolerable toleration, to wit of herefies, blafphc-
micsand open impieties, and not the indulgence which we 
have pleaded for. If they can fee n o b e t w e e n tolera
ting all things and tolerating nothing, others can. Bcfidcs it 
is an accommodation and union, that we have fought by a fuf-
ficient comprehenfivencfs in the publiquc conftitution, and 
then therewithal! an indulgence towards remaining Diffenters, 
but fiich as for the fubjea of it hath nothing that is intolerable. 
W c have a true regard to our Brethren that are more ftrcigth-
encd in their judgments than we are, and would not have them 
the worfefor our liberty, i f we could obtain it. 

30. Though we have not the fame latitude of judgment 
with Conformifts in fome points, yet we have the fameCatho-
lick Spirit to promote the common intcreft of Religion, and 
more cfpccially thcProtcftant Reformation, and to drcrd the 
weakening or ihattcring of it by needlcfs Schifms. W c mind 
the way of unity and confiftcncc, and retain healing principles, 
we hold it not our duty to publifh all truths, when the unfea-
fonablcnefs thereof might caufe difturbance •, nor to defend 
leffcr truths with the diftdvantage of greater. We would not 
widen breaches nor make other mens opinions worfc than they 
are, to commend our own. It is none of our perfwafion that 
men are bound under pain of damnation tolabour to eftabhm 
God's publiquc worfhip in the grcateft P^^^f '̂̂ '̂ " ^ . J . ^ -
ing the Church's peace, andunfetling a good eftablifhmcnt, 
hough lefs perfea. I f by fcruple of Confcience we cannot 

joyn in one Church Communion, yet wc ought to keep the 
uiiity of Faith and Love. So far are wc from afltnting to that 
which fome affirm, that where men part Communion, it is 
of ncceftity that they cfteem one another impious, althougn 1 
we grant there isafault on.one fide or both. 
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31. VVefolcmnly protcli that wc have thus declared for 

moderation pot only or chiefly bccaufe wc have need of i t , 
but bceaufe the Church of God hath need of i t , and bccaufe 
we think it the only way of peace and the common intercil of 
Relioion in thefe Kingdoms •, and i f we flood where others 
now'lland, we would give what we plead and pray for. I t 
may be rcmembred, that ihofe of our perfwafion did feafon-
ably declare their defircs of unity, even during his Majefty's 
exile, and the Epifcopal party then protefl:cd for moderation, 
and the firfl; appearance of the hopefullnefs of an accommoda
tion between the parties, was of no little avail to promote his 
iVIa3e{ly''s reftauration, whom God preferve to reign long over 
us. I f wc or any of us have heretofore been more rigidly 
addiftcd to our own opinions, then ftands with our nowpro-
feflled charity, wc make a willing rctraftation thereof. 

32. VVc have here fet forth our principles that all may take 
notice, how we are mif-rcprefented by thofe that make other 
reprcfcntations of us. And we arc ready to clear our fclves 
againft thofc thataccufc us of contradiaing them in our prac
tice. 

33. The cxercife of our Miniftry, which wc continue in 
our prefent ftate of inconformity, is no way inconfiftent with 
the profeflions here made. VVc afllcnt and fubmit to the 
King's Ecclefiaftical Authority, as we have amply fhewcd be
fore, and we think wc come not Ihort of the conformable 
Clergy, in owning the authority of the higher powers in fa-
cred things. Yet wc believe that no humane power can rml-
lifie our Minifterial Office, ordifobligc us from our charge of 
fullfilling it according to our ability and opportunity, and as 
the ncceffity of Souls requireth of us. I f we lived where 
our Miniftry were not ncccfTary, we were bound to forbear 
upon the Magiftrates prohibition, and to remove to a Coun
try where it is iiccefTary, and a way open for us. But what-
foevcr others apprehend, to us i t is moft evident, that multi
tudes of Souls in the places where we live cry aloud for our 
help alfo. This apprehenfion of ours reflets no diftionour 

upon 
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upon the confcientious conformable Minlftcrs, (for whofc abi
lity and induftry we blefs God,) but wc heartily wi lh that the 
number of them were fo proportionable to the people of this 
La«d, that there were no need of us in this fervicc. As tor 
thofe that make flight work of the cure of Souls wc pafs not to 
bedcfpifcd or judged by them for this carcfullnefs towards 
the Church of God, which he hath purchafed with his own 

^ ' °AMinif ter tha t i s intolerable by being utterly infufTicicnt, 
heretical, or othcrwife deftruftive to the ends of the Miuiltry, 
we are not obliged to honour, but to difown. It is our part to 
make the moft of a tolerable though weaker Mini f t ry , and to 
do what we may to countenance God's publick fcrvicc in an 
places. I f we live where the publick authority hath let up 
worthy Miniftcrs, our duty is to promote ^heir reputa ion 
with the people, and to farther the fucccfs of their labou s, 
and to attend on their Miniftry when we ^^^^^'^I'^^f^^^^^ 
hindred. Aud our labours in concurrence with them can be 
no grievance co any, to whom it is not a gti^^^^c, hat their 
Lords fervice, and thcfucccfs of their own .ndeavours, hould 
be farthered by their fellow-fervants VVhere the P̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂^ 
Churches cannot contain the multitude of inhab tantŝ ^̂  

Ihouldrefortunto them (which is ""^"^^^'^"^SLirthv M i d -
Zo»don) it is no affront or injury to the m o f l ^ o r t h y Mmi-
fters, and no -warnntable divi f ion,^^ time o hold 
other Religious meetings, as the number ot tnc 1 
n.ake neclfull. Though our M-i^^^^^^^^^^^ f X 3 e r s 
general, Y^tatvvhat im^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ , 
of people, and m what otncrcircuii different w i t h 
ceffary to be exercifed, the caf .my bê ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ c rcumftances. • ' 
feveral i^crfons, as they are P ' ^ f ̂ ^"f^^^^^ what 
In which diverfity it is the ^vork of P ^^ificati-
isdutyby that S ^ ^ ^ ^ ; ^ : ^ : ^ X ^ c means, and 
on. I t is the end that ol rignc ^ . f^^vc 
i t is our part f o to manage our calling that vvc may 
our Generation, according to the w i l l of God. Accoid.ng 

E 



to this Rule w e indeavour to fteer our courfe. 
34. W e do what in us lyes to avoid the provoking of our 

Governours, and all appearance of contempt to their authori
ty . We invade no mans right, we refill not the civil powtr» 
nor break the peace, nor caufe tumults, nor give occafioii 
thereof. W c abhorie feditious conventicles, infurrcOions were 
never contrived in our meetings, nor in any, whereof we are 
confcious. Experience hath witncfTcd our pcaccablcnefs, 
and Difloyalty or Sedition is not found amongft us by the moft 
inquifitive of our Adverfaries. 
- 35. VVe have not forfaken the Farochial AlTcmblics, but 

have joyncd in the fcrvice of God there performed, and fome 
of us do it in our ordinary coiufc, and others of us have not 
declined it of fetpurpofc, but as ourabfenccis caufedbythat 
ncccftary work of the Miniftry, whcrcunto wc arc called. 
Some of us have Communicated with the f i id aftcmblies in; 
the Sacrament of the Lords Supper ^ Yet we would not have-
our charity and peaceablcnefs miflakcn for an indiflerency un
to Commuiiton with all Parochial Churches and Miniftcrs what-
fOevcr, or for a full fatisfaaion or acquicfcence in the whole, 
and all particulars of the Liturgy, fo as to be able to declare 
cur unfeigned aflcnt and confcnt to all and every thing therein 
contained. 

Our proceeding is as even and regular, as the ftraits and 
difficulties into which we are caft, will fuffcr i t to be. VVe 
would that they who charge us with irregularity and diforder 
in our aftings, would with charity and candor confider the 
circumftances of our condition, and help us out of thofe d i -
ftrefles that force us at fometimes to be more fevered from 
them, than othcrwifc we would or might be. VVc defire the 

" Giergyof £»ff-/W to take notice, that we have no mind to, 
promote the Popiffi defign of nullifying and treading down the 
Parifh Churches and Minifters. VVe are well aware how Pa- • 
pifts makc a harveftof the divifions of Proteftants, and hope 
to do their work by the diffentions between Conformifts and; 
Non-CQnformifts... As the precious.intereft of Protcftantifni: 

ingagctiit 
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ineaseth us, wc do what we may to prefcrvc a worthy eacem 
of the Religion of the Church of England, and wc humbly 
fupplicate them, who have cad us out, to confidcr how they 
mav receive us again upon the account of this common intc
reft , which CGod is our witaefs) wcvalue more than our own 
particular inlargement. . • a „ ;^ 

x6 A Great part of the invcftives written againft us, is 
made up of the pretended weaknclTes and mif-behaviours i m 
puted to thofc that go under the name of Non-Contormilts. 
T o t h i s w e f a y f i r f t , that it is a palpable injury to burden m 
with the various parties with whom we are now herded by our 
cjcaion in the general ftate of Diffenters, and to make us re-
fponfiblc for them all. Nor are we jiiftly chargeable with all 
the abfurdities and mifcarriagcs of fuch as are of our own p . r -
fwafion. But let it here be minded, what the Scripture faith, 
in many thingswe offend all, and that none of o ^ J ^ F f ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
be mo-re than men in their impcrfeft ftate; as alfo h ^ b.ftdcs 
the huge multitudes of common hypocrites, who by open̂ ^̂ ^̂  
temperance, unrighteoufnefs ^f'^^'^^'f^^''^^^ 
difcover thefahhood of their profeftlon, (^'"^^"(^'""l^^'^'^J^^ 
neral none arc more hated than we ^rc,yhcre be many fgea-
ous hypocrites, who are the fervants of hn, under he ihevv 
of greater zeal for God, and thefe will be th^ blem^^J^ 
Religiousfocicties, into which they ^readmitted Now wc 
would not that any deteftcd hypocr.fie Ihould be palhated, 
nor that the real faults of the fincere fhould be mrcproved. 
Butpromifcuoufly to afperfe a whole fort of men knô ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
ftria and ferious in their profeftlon, and to defcribc their way 
in general as acourfe of hypocrifie or folly, i s l ikcto dono 
good but much mifchief, efpecially in expofing fcnoufncfs m 
Religion on all fides, to the fcorn of the irrchgioas. 

W h e n we look through the big and fwelling words of cri
mination into the matter it felf, we find little more in it than 
their meer inconformity, blazond with ugfy tearms, and the 
names of horrid fins put upon i t . For the accufers call them 
proud, froward, falfe, fierce, fullen, traytorous, feditious, 
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clamourous, and an unruly generation upon no better proof, 
than that they have faid it . The farraao of the late cunning
ly contrived defamations, i f well examined, will be found 
really to produce againft them little more than fuch weakncf-
fesandfwervings, as arc common to any, even the moft mo
ralized fort of men. 

Indeed wc find this againft us, i f it be material, that our 
Religion hath not made our Plough-men Courtiers, nor our 
Tradef-mcn Philofopliers. V Vc never took it for any part 
of the work of true grace to make men of ruftick wits, and 
breeding to become gentile, or to raifc our pkin people to 
the accomplirtimeuts of the learned. Yea fuch as cxccll in 
grace may be very mean and low in the gifts of nature, and 
fpcak fo incongruoufly as to make thcmfelves ridiculous to 
proud wits, Butfihould Miniftcrs make a fcorn of them for 
dcfcdts in this kind, and have more value for an ungodly fort, 
that arc of finer wits and better breeding .'' I f fo, thcreisnot 
the fame mind in them that was in Chrift, who faid with re-
joycing, / thank thee O Father Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
that thou hait hid thefc things from the wife and prudent-, and 
haf} revealed them to babes. Nevcrthclcfs for ought wc find, 
the people of our pcrfwafioii, according to their rank and 
quality in the VVorld, are not inferior to others in point o f 
difcrction, ci«Iity, good neighbourhood, and acceptable 
converfation among men ; in allwhich their Religion is. a fur-' 
therance, and nodifadvantage to them. : ; • -

VVe w i l l not juftific our favourers in what they are rc-
proveable j but then let every one bear his own guilt, and 
let not the innocent be burdened without caiife. V Vc as 
wclfas the acctifers take notice of divers things in fome of ours 
ivhicharciiotjuftifiable, and yetnot remediable by us in our 
piefcat ftate. The weaker fort of true Chriftians are liable 
to errors and failings,, that occaiion trouble to thcmfelves and 
others.- and there be many that have no troublefomediffe-
"refices in Religion, bccaufe they have no Religion.. Shall 
. imk irreligious pcrfyns hccaufe they are not troublcfomc, be 
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more ellecmcd and thought better Chriftians, than ferious. 
Zealous and confcicutious perfons, becaufe peradvcnture they 
give us fome trouble through their miftakes ? The Paftors 
fliould not value people by the tntercft of the flefh, but of 
Chrift. T o what end have they received their Paftoral Of
fice, which is to help the weak, and to heal that which is lame, 
that it be not turned out of the way, i f they cannot bear with 
fuch, nor reftore them in the Spirit of meeknefs ? Bcfidcs, let 
the breaches, offences and exafjicrations of thefe times be con-
fidered, and it cannot feem ftrangc, that the weaker fort of 
fufferers fhould be more averfe, than they ought to be, from 
thofe by whom they fufPer, efpccially when in many places 
their more able teachers are driven from among them by the 
five mile jiU, and they are left to fuch as will heighten their 
avcrfation. W e would oiirreprovers would help us for their 
parts to make our people better. Whereas fome have char
ged us with cherifhing their naughty humours for unworthy 
ends, we thought all'might underftand, that if we bafcly 
fought our own profits, wc might make a better trade of Con
formity, than of fecking a forry maintenance, by fcrving the 
fins of our adherents in this poor condition of outcafts. VVc 
defire not to hold tke people as appropriated to our felvcs,. 
but teach them highly to eftecm all faithfull Minifters for their 
works fake, and weare glad of their profiting by others as 
by our felvcs. VVc are not confcious of wiilfull connivence 
at their faults. W e humour none in their injurious thoughts, 
of Governors, or fpeaking evil of dignities. VVc teach 
men to fear God and honour the King, yea to honour all men 
and love the Brotherhood, tobridle their tongues, to be mecls 
and lowly, no bufie bodies, but to do their own work with 
quietnefs. VVc exhort all to unity with the whole Catholick 
Church, and to be at peace among themfelvcs. The truth is, 
there is too much wrath and bittcrnefs, railing and intempe
rate language on dll fides, and vi/e condemn it as much in thofe 
that are among us as in others, and are more offended a£ it i t i 
them than in others. And wc think our accufers havs httla 
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Tcafon fo to accufe and judg us and ours, as i f they took them-
felves and theirs to befinlefs in this kind. The Lord forgive 
and heal us all, and increafe the number of the fons of peace, 
and true peace-makers. 

37. Whereas a remarkable writer hath publifhed thefe 
words, wc jhoidd he reconciled if the Prejhyierian Miniflers 
would per [wade their people to doy what they can do themfclves, 
W c declare to the world, that wc heartily embrace thefe 
tearms of reconciliation. And as we have done already, we 
will not ceafc to do our uttermoft to perfwade them, upon 
whom wc have any influenoe, and we would gladly come to 
the tryal to fee v hich party fliould outvy the other in for-
wardnefs in allaying the prefent diftempcrs, and Icflcningthe 
differences, and drawing on towards peace and union. 

38. W e have here done our part to remove the offences ta
ken at us by tcflifying to all mcn,that confcicntiousdifTatisfadti-
on,and not carnal interefl:,or a Spirit of oppofition,i3 the ground 
of our Non-Conformity: and to bring fuch as differ from us 
to be more in charity with us, than to judge that we are ut
terly unworthy or uncapablcof the publick Miniftry, or that 
fuch pcrfons as for ignorance and lewdnefs arc fcandalous and 
contemptible among their Neighbours, arc more tolerable in 
that facred office than we are, or that grofs infufficiency, non-
refidence, and other hainous negligence fhould be made lefs 
criminal, than our diffent about the ceremonies, fubfcriptions, 
renunciations, and fuch like injunftions. 

VVc fubmit what we have done to the wifdom, piety and 
clemency of our Govcrnours. VVe acquiefcc in Gods wife 
and holy determinations concerning us. And we refolve 
through his grace to abide ftedfaft and unmoveable in our fub-
jeftionand loyalty toourSovercign, in our due obedience to 
thofe that are put in authority under him, in our carncft indea-
vours of holinefs, unity and peace in the Church, in brother
ly love to all faithfull Chriftians, in charity to all men, and in 
the Faith and Patience of the Difciples and Servants of Jcfus 
Chrift. 

VVc 
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W e are moved at this time to publifh this ac:ount of our 

pacifick principles and inclinations, that we might promote 
fwhat in uslies> the true bond of union among finccre Prote-
Ifants. Thcfc though of different pcrfwafions in points of 
Icfler moment have one joy ntftock, the Protcflant Religion, 
for which they are all jealous, and at this time allaf m'd by 
the imminent danger from an irreconeileableand reftlefs advcr-
fary, that would deftroy them all. Al l true Protcftants have 
their intereft not a part from, but in ftria conjuniVion with 
the whole body of thatprofeffion, they have no poffible way 
of fecuring themfclves but in the general good of the ftatc of 
England; They cannot fly to the refuge of any forreign Princr 
or State, they acknowledge no forrcign jurifdiftion, all their 
flake lyes at home. Whereupon one would think that the 
common fafcty fliould incline all the feveral parties to ftrength-
en their common intercft by a good and firm accord, upon juft 
and reafonable terms •, And whofoever remain avcrfc from i t 
feem to value a partial intereft-, and their own, peculiar ftatc 
more than the Protcftant Religion it fc l f 

A juftlatitudeof Church-fcate in the eftafclifhcd order, fo r 
the comprehending of all thofc whofe more moderate Princi
ples render them capable of being conjoyned in one fetled Na
tional Government, and forothers, who by reafon of their 
narrower principles cannot enter into fuch coiijunttion, a fuf* 
ficient yet duly limited indulgence arc the things, which we 
humbly propofc andearneftly defire. W c feck not the de
ftroy ing of foundations, but fome neceflary reformations, re
laxations and forbearances. For us to fctforth the propound
ed latitude in the particular limits thereof, would be prefump-
tuous both in reference to Superiors, and to the parties con
cerned in it.. W e humbly leave it to the prudent and pious, 
confideration of our Govcrnours. This grand affair is acknow--
[edged to be full of difficulty, caufed by the paffions, preju
dices and intcrefts of the fcveral parties .• nevcrthelefs vfc: 
hope that the prudence and patience of thofe who fit at the 
hclm.of Government, is able to mafter i t . Next under the-
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power, wifdom and goodncfs of God flanding qn our fide, 
our help ftands in the wifdom and piety of our Sov^ereign and 
his Parliament. His moft excellent Majefty in his declaration 
concerning Ecclefiaftical Affairs hath mentioned particular con-
cefTions on both fides, and a harmony of affeOion therein, 
which he calls excellent foundations to build upon. The mo
deration fpecified in that gracious declaration would do much 
to the prefent healing of our breaches in great part, and 
would fet us in the fureft way for as perfcft healing thereof, 
as may ordinarily be hoped for in the imperfeft ftate of things. 
in this Wor ld . 
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