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many of the latter volumes. The mind of the authop
like an even flowing stream, which is beheld wity
pleasure, while it moves along in its noiseless bed,
without any of those bold catarfzcts and roaring torrentg
which at once strike with surprise and admiration. We
shall in vain look here for the glowing eloquence of 5
Massillon, a Bossuet, or a Saurin ; or for the nervoyg
reasoning of a Barrow or a Clarke.- As a proof that
Dr. Blair's views were far from being averse to the
evangelical system, he wrote a warm eulogium* on the
ministerial character of his coadjutor Mr. Walker, pre-
fixed to the first volume of his posthumous sermong,
These discourses, which are justly held in high estimg-
' tion, contain the most undisguised and unreserved
avowal of his sentiments, as to the leading truths ang
doctrines of Christianity. They are remarkably anj.
mated and impressive, exhibiting in an energetic manney
the glories of the Gospel, and its tendency to promote
holiness of heart and life.

The course of lectures which Dr. Blair published tq.
wards the close of his life, was read with peculiar satjs.

was

% An extract may not be unacceptable to the reader, ¢« With
regard to Mr. Walker’s public lubours I need not say much to thoge
who have so long had full proof of his talents, and experience of his
assiduity and fidelity in the ministry of the Gospel. T%ere indeeq
he appeared in his highest character, as an eminent and successfy]
labourer in the Lord’s vineyard. To this work his greatest applica-
tion was bent. With this he allowed nothing else to interfere, By
the elegance, neatness, and chaste simplicity of composition in his
sermons, and by the uncommon grace and energy of his de]ivery, he
rose to a high and justly acquired reputation. But mere reputation
was not his object. He aimed at te§tifying the whole ¢ counsel of
the grace of God ;" at dividing rightly to every man the Word of
truth, instructing the ignorant, awakening the careless, repraving
the sinner, and comforting the saint.”
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faction by the subject of this narrative, and strongly re-
commended by him to the young persons under his
care, and to others with whom he was otherwise con-
nected, who had a taste for literary researches. It
Justly ranks higher than any other work which has
since been published on a similar plan ; and nothing,
except that perverted taste in composition which has of
late been too much encouraged, can cause it to sink into
neglect. Mr. F. having occasionally corresponded with
the Doctor, wrote a letter to him on this occasion, to
which the following reply was given.

 S1R,

“ I received a few days ago the letter with which you
honoured me, The testimony which you are pleased to
give to my College lectures and other writings, as
having been of any use and comfort to you, canuot fail
to be very acceptable to me. It is, indeed, one of the
highest gratifications one can have in this world, to
receive such testimonies of having been of service to
others. v

“ The success which Providence has given to my pub-
lications is much beyond what I had any title to expect,
and what I have great reason to be thankful for. T am
now very far advanced in life, having been a minister
for above 50 years, and am in the 76th year of my life;
yet still, T pless God, enjoying a very tolerable share
of health, and continuing to discharge the usual labours
of the pulpit, T hope you will have much satisfaction
and comfort in the numerous pupils you have educated,
and in the congregation to which you minister; and it
shall be my hearty wish that all your labours may be
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crowned with success ; being, with a very grateful senge
of your approbation and esteem, :
¢ Sir,
« Your obliged and most obedient humble servant,

“ HuGH BrLarg,

£ Edlnburgh, ,
« 96 Dec. ]794~ 2

Facility in composition is generally acquired by prae.
tice. The subject of this Memoir had already writtey,
much : but his advancing years produced an improve.
ment in his style, to be accounted for principally by his
studying the best models, and avalhng himself of {he
rules and directions contained in the ahove-nameq
standard works, and many others of a similar de.
scription.

In the year 1'794 “ Letters to his Friends, by the
Rev. John Parker, with a Sketch of his Life by Mr. F_»
appeared from the press. No man was more respecte,d
than My. Parker in the sphere in which he moved,
though as that was very confined, this work has never
attracted that attention from the public which the soli-
citation of his friends and its intrinsic value gave reasop
to expect. The sketch of his life states that he was
born at Barnoldswick, near Colne, March 19, 1725
and that he derived great advantage from attendmg
~ occasionally the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Grimshaw,; of
Haworth. He afterwards became a member of the
church under the care of Mr. Alvery Jackson. Ny
Jackson mnoticed his early piety and advancement u;
knowledge, and encouraged him to turn his thoughts te
the ministry.

In the year 1753, after much hes1tat10n, he was pre-
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vailed upon to speak a little in public, but never settled
any where as a stated minister till the death of his
pastor, Mr. Jackson, in the year 1763 ; when he suc-
ceeded him in that office, and continued to labour there
for many years. His voice being weak, and his manner
of speaking slow, he was not formed for becoming a
popular preacher; but to a mind imbued with those
holy dispositions and pious sentiments by which he was
eminently distinguished, his discourses were peeuliarly
sweet and acceptable. He shone particularly in the
domestic circle, and as a correspondent ; he was always
ready to suggest something pertinent to the cases of all
with whom he was conversant, not forgetting nor over-
looking even the menial servants. This, together with
his unaffected simplicity and humility, made him a plea-
sant inmate wherever he came. His views on the grand
truths of Christianity, with some points of minor im-
portance, very much coincided with the sentiments
maintained by Mr. F., and this no doubt had its eflect
in producing a close union between them. The letters
were principally selected from those addressed to the
plous family at Gildersome before-mentioned, to the
minister of that church, and to Mr. . himself.  Mr.
Parker’s longest and most frequent journeys were to
Gildersome, where he was always -received with the
greatest cordiality. Mr. F. had been acquainted with
him for'more than thirty years; and he often mentioned
th'_e pleasure and solid advantage which, in a religious
point of view, he derived from his friendship. Towards
the close of life, Mr. Parker removed to Wainsgate, and
continued to preach for some time after he was totally
blind. e died May 29, 179%, ‘in the 69th year of

3
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his age. His funeral sermon Was preached by Mr. fr,
from the words of the Apostle Paul to the church gt

" Ephesus, Acts xx.-25.

Some time after the publication of “ Parker’s Life and
Letters,” Mr. F. had an opportunity of purchasing, at
cheap rate, a printing press, with a small q\.xantity of
‘type; and in conjunction with an esteemed friend, w
had long /residgd in the family, he frequently amused
himself with printing short pieces of poetry, origing)
and selected from approved writers, for the use of hig
pupils, and for distribution in the neighbourhood. Wit
that perseverance which distinguished most of his pur-
suits, he soon after fitted up an apartment as a printing
office; and after procuring an additional stock of type
and other necessary articles for the purpose, he engaged,
in May, 1796, a person who had been regularly brought
up to the business, and who was well qualified to condyct
it in its different departments. He soon afterwards
issued proposals for publishing a “ Life of the Rev.Olivey
Heywood,” and a treatise written by him, entitled « I ife
in God’s Favour,” to appear in monthly numbers,

The character of Oliver Heywood he had long held
in the greatest veneration; * he frequently went to the

* In the introduction to one of his sermons, on the 2d Epistle of
John, 8 verse: ¢ Look to yourselves that ye lose not those things
which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward:’
the following passages occur: “ I have in my possession a Mg,
Diary of Mr. Oliver Heywood, in his own hand-writing. On the

_25th of May 1679, I find this memorandum—* God helped me in

6
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place of worship which was erected for Mr. I-Ieywom.i,
in the latter part of his life, at Northewram near Hali-
fax, and to the house in which he lived, then occupied
by one of Mr. Fs. acquaintances. The circumstance of
Mr. Heywood’s having relinquished Coley Chapel, when
the Act of Uniformity passed and the events connected
with it, would not have induced him to enter into those
particulars after such a lapse of years, if he had not
noticed many things peculiarly excellent in his cha-
racter, both in looking over his MS. papers, with which
the public were not acquainted, and perusing many of
his excellent printed works, some of which were become
very scarce. In the introduction to the work above
mentioned, after having observed that he had been
several years collecting materials for a life of Oliver
Heywood, he adds, I venerate the piety of many of
those learned and eminently useful ministers, who were
excluded from the church, without entering minutely
into their political system, or undertaking to vindicate
their conduct, in every respect. It is often found that
contending parties are, in some respects, both in the
wrong. 'This may he accounted for by considering the
common weaknesses of human nature in its present
State. I am far from having any intention to revive,

Prayer and preaching all the day ; the congregation was large, and
the season solemn ; my text was 2d John 8, the words just read.
May the same Goq who blessed this eminently great and good man
1 ‘1 5 years ago, graciously assist us in our poor attempts at this time.
That heavenly man hag long ago received his reward. How he im-
proved the words read it is not possible for us to say. He wusa
scribe well instructed, a man of warm piety, full of zeal orerod
and charity to men. It would have been a high gratification to hear

him, but we have the same God (o trust in, and the same Spirit to
help our infirmities,”
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in the least degree,” that asperity which formerly sy,
sisted between the members of the established church
and those who differed from it. - Let every one he
fully persuaded in his own mind respecting modes anq
forms of religious worship, but let it be remembered
that the disciples who forbade those who followed Chuigg -
knew ¢ not what spirit they were of”  Nothing is More
evident, than that the presence and favour of the Mo
High have been granted both to Conformists and Nop,
conformists ; that the power, life, and spirit of religion,
have sometimes eminently appeared in the establisheq
church, and at others as eminently among thogse who
have separated from it. God is my witness, that the
design of this work is not to advance the interest of
a party, but the cause of religion at large.”

The plan of this work was scarcely brought to mg.
turity, before the sale of the estate, with a variety of
other considerations, led to his removal from Brearley
Hall, where he had resided more than twenty years.
At this juncture, Ewood Hall, a large mansion in the
neighbourhood, capable of accommodating his own fa-
mily, as wellas that of the writer of these Memoirs, wh,
was connected with him in the education of youth, be-
ing unexpectedly at liberty, after some deliberation 4
removal was concluded upon, which took place, Christ.
mas, 1796. This house was rebuilt about a centupy -
ago; and there is a traditionary account that its site was
the birth-place of Robert Farrer, Bishop of St. David’s
who with Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer,&¢. suffered mart},r:
dom in Queen Mary’s reign. It is certain that he was
born in this neighbourhood ; and the circumstance that
the estate itself, and lordship of the vicinity, have been
for ages in possession of an ancient and respectable family
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of the same name, renders it more than probable that
the account is correct. The veneration which is felt for
those noble worthies, who for the sake of conscience
sacrificed all that the world holds dear, in some sort
attaches to the places with which they were connected.

This house having been recently modernized and
greatly improved, afforded accommodations for a semi-
Dary much superior to the former situation. A small
apartment in the garden was here selected and fitted up
as astudy. Mr. F. often mentioned this period of his life
as by far the most active and laborious, having, in those
hours which he could redeem from his other engage-
ments, to prepare materials for a monthly publication
which, under the title of « Miscellanea Sacra,” was con-
tinued, till two volumes were completed, exclusive of the
“ Life of Oliver Heywood,” and “Life in God’s Favour.”
He very frequently prepared copy in the evening, which
was printed on the following day.

The « Life of Oliver Heywood,” contains much inter-
esting information respecting the times in which he
lived, and the characters of eminence with whom he
was: connected. The manuscript diary before referred
to, from which many extracts are taken, was esteemed
a great curiosity, being written in a very small hand,
With much care and exactness. ~ Several editions of the
““Life” have been called for; and it is probable that, if
Mr. Fa
H.lﬂn}f additions would have been made to it, from mate-
rials in possession of Mr. Heywood’s collateral descend-
ants, and other persons, , ‘ ‘

In writing “the ¢« Miscellanea Sacra” he obtained
very little assistance, though he urgently requested it
from his friends, ‘The Essay on ¢ Christian Commu-

Weett’s other avocations had not prevented,
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nion,” published also in a separate pamphlet, was oyj.
ontribution to the work by the writer of thig
Memoir. He was indebted to the kindness of two in.
dividuals, in furnishing materials for the « Life of the
Rev. Mr. Senior, and of Mrs. Crane.” 'The largest
treatise contained in this periodical work, is entitled,
« The Preciousness of Christ to them that belieye”
It forms, as a separate publication, a volume of copg;.
‘derable size; and was written in consequence of g pe.
quest to print a sermon he had preached at an associg-
tion on that subject.

About this time the writings of Paine against reve.
lation were industriously circulated among the lower
class, and infidelity appeared to be making rapid pro.
gress. With a view to counteract the efforts of the
enemies of religion, and to confirm the minds of the
wavering, Mr. Fawcett, after having preached a ser.
mon on a public occasion, from the words of King
Agrippa to Paul, ¢ Almost thou persuadest me to he g
Christian,” at the solicitation of the ministers they
present, wrote a short summary of the evidenceg of
Christianity. This proved a word in season untg
many. Itis one important and convincing proof of the
truth of Christianity, that the most violent attackg of
its opponents do but serve to show the impregnan),
strength of those arguments which evince its Divine au(f
thority. = Whilst the insidious and secret designs of in.
fidels too often entangle and ensnare the minds of the
unwary, there is noreason to dread the consequenceg
of open hostility ; for it has often been seen, that the
more it has been assailed in this way, the more Sotibus
and complete have been its triumphs.  As the treatis;
was not intended by any means to supersede larger and

ginally a ¢
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more elaborate works on the subject, it was prin.teq in
a cheap and popular form, both as part of the periodical

-work, and for separate distribution. The design he had

in view was briefly to state the evidences which might
rationally be expected in favour of Christianity t'he
evidence arising from the credibility of what is contain-
ed in the Scriptures, and from the characters and quali-
fications of some of the writers ; the evidence arising
from the concurring testimony of heathen writers;
from the prevalence of the cause amidst great opposi-
tion, though promoted by means which, in themsc:l\.'es,
might appear inadequate ; and the evidence arising
from the patience, fortitude, and cheerfulness, with
which primitive Christians endured persecution.

The  Miscellanca Sacra” also contains, among other
pieces of considerable interest, an * Essay on the Wis-
dom, Equity, and Bounty of Divine Providence,” which
had been the subject of a circular letter, and was more
¢xtensively dispersed under the title now mentioned.
It exhibits a comprehensive display of Divine provi-
dence, a subject mysterious in itself, best, if properly
considered, calculated to inspire submission, and to afford
consolation.

A large Sunday school having been established in the
neighbourhood, in the success of which he felt great
interest, he wrote, unsolicited, a small book, entitled,
“ The History of John Wise,” for the use of the child-
Tens “which thas!: ghtained: & more general circulation
than any of his other publications. It was begun and
completed in a fey days ; the family not being at all
apprized of his design, till he produced the copy and
read it in the company of a few select friends. This
little volume shows something of that versatility of
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talent by which Dr. Watts was so eminently distiy.
guished, which can adapt itself to the lowest gradationg
of intellect, to the first dawnings of reason, as wel] a5
to those subjects which delight and edify the cult.
vated understanding. Many anecdotes which havye
been mentioned to the writer, show the eagerness wit},
which children have read this book for the purpose of
entertainment ; the simple tale being related in so pgy.
tural a manner as to produce on their minds al] the
effect of reality ; but the author bad the satisfaction ¢
know, that it had not only been a source of much in-
nocent amusement, but of essential advantage to young
persons, in leading them to a serious attention to the
best things. To a pious mind this is a consideratiop
which is infinitely more gratifying than the applause of
the great, with all the false glare and empty boasts of
science.

The British and Foreign Tract Society has printeq
a neat edition of ¢ The History of John Wise,” wig},
plates, suited to fix the attention of children on the
most intevesting incidents related in the story.

Many other publications might here be enumerateg
which successively issued from the press, some of them
original, and others new editions of books, which haq
long been out of print. Among the former may be
mentioned, a pamplet on the ¢ Order and Constitution
_ of a Gospel Church,” a ¢ Sermon on the Death of the
late Mrs. Littlewood,” and ¢ Thoughts on the Reviya}
of Religion;”” among the latter, « Gouge’s sure Way of
Thriving,” and « Watson’s Treatise on Christian Cop.
tentment,” both of them a little abridged and mo-
dernized. The first edition of  Dr. Williams’s Chyist.

jan Preacher” (a small portion of the work excepted,

5
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which was printed at Halifax), issued from the press;
‘and the correspondence necessary in editing that va-
luable book, was the means of his maintaining a friendly
connexion with that truly respectable and much lament-
ed divine.* : ‘ o

* The following extracts contain some interesting information
relative to the progress of that work, ' BN,

« Rotheram, Sept. 16, 1799.

“ My letter must consist of expressed obligations and ap°1°8ies{
the latter of which is not a little painful to me. I thank you for
your last valued present, the funeral sermon, which, as well as the
larger publication, ¢ Christ precious to them that believe,” is well
calculated to promote our best interests and highest enjoyments.

“Ilittle thought that the appendix, &c.of the ¢ Christian Preach_er,"
would lave met with such interruptions, or would have taken up
s0 much of the few intervals from regular business which I could
devote to it. For above four months a branch of my family has
been exercised with a severity of pain and weakness, not to be
described: nothing remained for me but the most assiduous at-
tention to his distressing case, by day and by night. Through
much mercy, and to the astonishment of the medical men who
attended him, he is now able to move, though for about three
months totally helpless and in excruciating paifl.'.’ pii) 3

¢ Jan. 4, 1800.

“ You have now waited much longer than is agreeable to my
feelings, for the remainder of the volume under hand. The appen-
dix has cost me nearly as much time and attention as the whole
bpo_k b’eside. It contains a scientific arrangement of many hundred
VOIUmes,.with a critical sketch of the most prominent character of
almost every work, ' | ‘hope T may venture to say, that it is the
MOst complete 7 eological Bibliotheca, for the Christian' preacher
and evangelical divine, in the English languagedi =00 0 igile

 When I first undertool to revise ¢ Jennings and Frank,’ with a
fe,“’.n@fesi and a récomméhdﬁtofy.preface; 1 little thought in what it
would ternrinate; a book above six times the bulk, and twenty
times the labour.” s (12001 i :

Lo
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In the year 1800, Mr. F. was induced by the de.
clining state of his health, which had no doubt begy
injured by his close application, to dispose of the printing
concern, which, after being in his  possession more thay
four years, was removed to Halifax. This released him
from the obligation of providing materials to keep the
press at work, though he still continued to write 0cca-
sionally, when he was either solicited by his friends g
saw a probability of vendering service to the public.

But we shall here pause, and retrace some of the
years which preceded the period we are now upon, s,
far as they were distinguished by the establishment of
the Baptist Missionary Society, which in its commence.
_ ment and progress deeply interested the mind of hip
who is the subject of these Memoirs. In biographica}
accounts the order of time appears in general to be the
most clear and satisfactory ; but there are cases in which
it may be more proper, without reference to particulap
years, to class together the papers and other articles re-
lative to, transactions which took place, and especial
such as had mo particular influence on othey cir)i
cumstances, arranged according to the succession of
time.

An observation was made in the former part of this
narrative, that the same spirit which inspired thos
who were so eminently instrumental in the reviva] ef
religion, has continued to prevail, more or less evo
since.—-—It has undoubtedly been the grand stimt;lus : 3
the missionary exertions which have so honourahly dj %
tinguished modern times. 4 ‘ i
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“ The Evangelical Magazine,” which, from its com-
mencement, has been conducted, and still continues to
be so, by ministers of the gospel, of different denomi-
nations, has been the means of forming a bond of union
among themselves, their numerous friends, and con-
nexions. Wherever such an union takes place, on proper
principles and with suitable motives, it cannot fail to
stir up the mind to love and good works, and to be the
means of putting into execution those benevolent plans
which solitary and divided efforts would in vain attempt
to accomplish. It is unnecessary to enter into a de@all (?f
the proceedings of the London Missionary Society (evi-
dently an offspring of that union), which has b.een for a
succession of years so nobly supported—so widely ex-
tended in its operations. ;

The Baptist Missionary Society, which, if the writer
is not mistaken, was prior in its formation to that just
mentioned, originated with a number of ministers resident
in Northamptonshire and the adjoining counties. They
were conversant with the most eminent Transatlantic
divines; they admired the holy ardour of Brainard,
and the persevering industry and disinterested la-
bours of the Moravian brethren; having no scruples
as to the propriety of addressing impenitent sinners,
they longed to be employed in so important, though
ar.duous a work. In the year 1791, a meeting of
ministers being held at Clipstone in Northamptonshire,
two sermons ‘were preached ; the one by Mr. Suteliff
of Olney, on Jjealousy for the T.ord of Hosts; the
other by M, Fuller, on the pernicious influence of
delay. M. Carey, the Baptist minister at Leicester,
who was then present, fired with the noble ardour of a
missionary spirit, was induced to propose the question,

U2
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« Whether it was not their incambent duty to attempt
to do something towards spreading the Gospel in the
heathen world?” In consequence of this inquiry, which
implied what his own convictions were, he was re-
quested to draw up a pamphlet on the subject, whic,
was printed some time after, as well as the sermons
before-mentioned. The society was established Qctg.
ber 2, 1792; and the proceedings of: that and the ).
lowing meetings were conducted with great cordiality,
but without much noise. The circumstances attending
Mr. Thomas’s proposal of himself as a missionary to
the east, and Mr. Carey’s prompt and firm determing.
tion to accompany him, are too well known to need in.
sertion here. Though the pecuniary resources of the
Society were at first very small, and discouragements
presented themselves, such as might have dismayed the
stoutest heart—they were determined to attempt some.
thing; and they found that they had but to make
known their wants, in order to obtain the necessary
supplies. The most generous exertions were made, not
- only by many of their own connexion, but by numbepsg
of other communities, who approved of the plan oy
which the business of the Society is conducted. A ¢op.
siderable part of the money collected is appropriated
exclusively to the translation of the Scriptures; g work
for . which the missionaries they have sent out are
eminently qualified.

The transactions of this infant society were at an
early period communicated to Mr. F. and excited in his
mind the most lively interest. He quickly caught the
holy flame ; and in the year 1793 he published a small
pamphlet, entitled ¢ Considerations relative %o, sending

Missionaries among the Heathen;” stating what had
1 .
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been done by former societies, and the prospects which
oW opened to view. The interesting nature of the
subject, and the facts related, gave this pamphlet (many
copies being given, and others sold at the low price of
one penny) an extended circulation ; and the effect pro-
duced did not disappoint his expectations. A meeting
was held at Halifax, as a central place, at which he
Was appointed secretary of an auxiliary society.

By the assistance of his venerable friend, Mr. Crab-
tree of Bradford, who entered most cordially into the
design, the sum of two hundred pounds was soon
raised and forwarded to Mr. Fuller. This was intro-
ductory to a regular correspondence. Some of Mr.
Fuller’s letters merely contain an acknowledgment of
the receipt of the sums annually subscribed and col-
lected in support of the mission: and being written
amidst the pressure of urgent and important concerns,
cannot be supposed to contain much information ; but
there are others in which he lays open the genuine
feelings of his soul as a Christian, a minister, and a
Warm supporter of the cause in which he had em-
barked, and in which he rejoiced to see so many others
engaged.

Twa copious and valuable works having been pub-
lished on the Life of Mr. Fuller, it may appear to
some irrelevant to swell the size of this narrative by
extracts from hig letters ; but though the writer has
!ald 1any aside which he once intended to incorporate
in- this volume, he cannot bring his mind to suppress
the W}.mle. of a correspondence which had every thing
ende:etrlng In it that Christian friendship and congeniality
of views could produce. Of the contents of Mr. T's’
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letters, addressed to this valued friend, some idea mg
be formed from Mr. Fuller’s replies. v

The first letter, dated January 28, 1792, gives an g0
count of the proceedings of the Society to the time of
Mzr. Carey’s proposing himself as a missionary,

« It was a solemn day, spent, as several otherg Tisie
been, in fasting and prayer. We feel, as you may Sup-
pose, a mixture of hope, joy, and trembling. We wqy 3
not act rashly on the one hand, nor tardily on the
other. It is not a business that we have undertaken o
a hurry :—for eight or nine years we have been prayin '
for it ; we now think we ought to do somethipg moi
than pray. We have solemnly bound ourselves to Gog
and each other, at least to make a trial, We have by
congregational collections and private subscriptions ad.
vanced ahout one hundred and sixty pounds, and thé
work goes on, Three or four hundreds more will pe
wanted, and that in little more than three months ; we
vely upon the blessing of God, who, we hope, will iy
cline the hearts of our brethren throughout the kip :
dom to help us in so good a work, Any sums of m(g;
ney conveyed to me, brother Carey of Leicester, Sut’
cliff of Olney, Ryland of Northampton, or Hogg 0;-
Thrapstone, will be thankfully received. - The soonery
the better, as the time is short.—Mr, Carey will be iﬂ
your part in the course of a week or two on a visit tg g
relation. Flear him preach, and you will give him
collection. ' dstiued
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o If the above should ‘meet your approbation, we
hope for your friendly concurrence, and that you will
use your influence, not only in your own congregation,
but amongst the churches in your neighbouthood. 1
am not insensible of the disadvantage under which I
write, being an entire stranger; but 1 hope you will
think of the cause, and forget every thing else. I feel
that willingness to exert myself, that if an excursion of
two or three weeks through Yorkshire, or any other
county, would promote it, I would cheerfully engage in
it. Though unknown in person, .
) VT am

“ Your affectionate brother

~ ¢ In our common Lord,

«“ ANDREW FULLER.”

ot ¢« Kettering, Feb. 4, 1793,
T Y VERY DEAR BROTHER,
o ave known and loved you ever since I saw your
€gy on dear Mr. Hartley. My heart, about eleven or
twelve years ago, dissolved in reading over that Elegy.
The third in number of your ¢ Book of Hymns,” also has
often afforded me a song in secret, full of mournful plea-
sure. My lot, as there described, for near twenty years,
1§as been full of changes: last June the partner of my
€ Was taken extremely ill, and on August 23d died.
Spe";’:}‘il‘z:g; I lost the use of one side of my face; my
E{) entirela ;cted, but. not so much as to incapacitate
X Whichy ;I' preaching. There are some symptoms
fii 5 aftord hope that it is not paralytic, and that
7 y m PTOC.eSs of time recover.
Haré&boslt EIghtee\nl years ago, 1 saw the venerable
¢y in London, among the ministers at the coffee-
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house. 1 felt an union of heart with him, though ¥
never spoke to him, and I suppose he knew nothing of
me, as I was then only about twenty-one years of agg,
and had preached little more than a year. At the ago
of seventeen I became a meml?er of the. church at So.
ham in Camhridgeshire, which 1s my native Place. . A¢
the age of twenty, they called s to. the ministry,  ang
at twenty-one chose me for their pastor. - My heart wagq
much united to them, and theirs to me; yet there wepe
some circumstances that necessitated my removal frop,
them in 1782. This was one of the heaviest afflictiong
I ever experienced. It was ‘while my mind g
agitated by suspense as to my removal that T saw youy
Elegy on Mr. Hartley : I have not got it by me, byt I
never forget one line ; ;

“¢And in his native village lived and died.’

T wept bitterly. to ‘th_ink‘ I could not do so too. Yoy
will excuse me for writing thus much about myself.

« Your country is indebted to us for a Sharpe whop,
we could ill enough spare. ‘We must not greatly com.
plain, however, since we are indebted to you for 5
Sutcliff. A

“J am, ever yours,

T A.’ FULLER,”

« My heart rejoices that you have so cordially Soa A
into the mission business. Blessed be God for pportnd:
ties of proving our love to him,—and blessed be thogse
that embrace them ! Surely God, pur own Gog, o
bless us ! For my own part’I am sure I have been phe
dantly repaid for all that I have done, by the Pleasure'of‘:
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doing it; and hope to be doubly repaid in the ﬁ'uits. that‘
may follow.~—When you write again, send me sIX of
your printed papers. Please to tell me your age, and that
of" your brethren around you.—Excuse this question, I
only wish to be better acquainted with you.

“ My complaint, through mercy, is removed from my
face ; but I have such a weakness about my head, that
I ' cannot read, write, or think closely for two hours
without bringing on the head-ache: I suppose it was a
slight paralytic stroke, probably occasioned by great fa-
tigue, care, and much writing. I mention this hecause,
though it does my heart good to hear of your unremit-
ted labours, yet I wish you to pay some attention to
your own health. T wish, as you say, we had a White-
field; but every age is not blessed with one. I think
there is a plan amongst the American Baptists of se-
lecting from themselves a minister, whose strain of
preaching is the most interesting and profitable, and
£ngaging him to visit different parts of the country, and
preach at each place as he goes. Isaac Backus, I
think, was lately chosen at an association in New Ling-
land, to go and visit the churches in Virginia and the
Carolinas. Such a plan as that might be of use in
lesser districts. I mean, suppose a person, whose turn
and talents were of an awakening tendency, were en-
8aged at an association, to travel through all your con-
Nexlons, visiting the least as well asthe greatest churches,
and so.onin other connexions. e

* Present my warmest esteem to the Society and the:

mmisters, when you see them,

“I remain, ‘ ,
“ Affectionately yours,
« A, FULLER.”
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«1 veceived from brother Sutcliff lately a letter,
including one from Mr. Crabtree. I was rejoiced to
<ce the ardour of mind which possessed the venerable
man! Our exertions have already been amply repaid
by the increase of Christian love, am.i the revival of
every Christian grace which they occasion. I haye pg
doubt that the work will go on; and those whose hearts
are too cold to aid it are to be pitied ; theirs will be tha

l0sS. e aanvns
¢ ¢ Kettering, 12th April, 1793,
«¢ VERY DEAR BROTHER,

« ¢ T have deferred writing to you till I sheuld be
able to inform you of the issue of the application for »
passage ; and T can now say, thanks be to God, ¢},
are embarked on beard the Earl of Oxford Fast-Indig.
man. Surely there has been a wonderful concurrence
of Providence in this business; a concurrence which,
as the systems of Providence and grace arve in fact put
one perfect system, may inspire us with hope of
success.”

(The succeeding part of the letter contains g copy
of the resolutions at the Leicester meeting.)

« An address was also drawn up, and signed by the
Society, to Ram Boshoo Parbolee, and Mohun Chund,
or any other Christians in India who might be uniteq
with them, congratulating and exhorting them, ang
commending our brethren Thomas and Carey to them.

¢« Surely I need not say it was a solemn and affec.
tionate meeting! O, my dear Sir, thousands of
tears of joy have been shed on this occasion! Oy
hearts are enlarged! We love Christ better; we love
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one another better; a new bond of union subsists be-
?ween the churches and ministers who have embarked
in this cause! How wmany names will now be em=
balmed in our remembrance for ever. O how it cheered
our hearts to read your animating letter, and to find
such an ardent soul in the venerable Crabtree. Bless-
Ings crown his latter days and yours! Your efforts
doubled our expectations ; and so have many others.
When we review the shortness of the time, and the
magnitude of the object, we seem ¢ like those that
dream.” It seems to be too great to be true; but ‘ God
hath done great things for us” O that he may yet do
greater things by us! ¢ We fasted, and prayed, and
trembled, when ‘we set out” It seemed to us that we
were launching a vessel that required superior abilities
to steer it—at length we ventured; and hitherto we
have succeeded. Surely the Lord hath been our pilot !
Perhaps the greatest storms are yet to come : but be it
S0 ; our eyes shall be up to him. = When Christ was on
board the vessel, it could not sink; and those who
doubted were reproved for their want of faith. Re-
member me to Mr. Crabtree, and all your friends.

% 1 remain

“ Affectionately yours,
« A. FULLER.”

i « Kettering, August 30, 1793.
i My pEAR BroTHER,

'I.‘ha'nks for your kind inquiry after my health. 1
am still incapable of mental application, without suffer-
Ing from the head-ache, and probably I shall never be
much better. I am just able to preach twice on a
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Lord’s Day. + As to composing sermons, I have reas
to be thankful that, in twenty years’ labour, my mizg'
has been, in some measure, furnished with knowled
otherwise I should now find it difficult to go on. Hogv‘:’
ever, my heart is as much in my work as ever ; and-‘
my anxiety for the salvation of souls has increageq
Under these impressions, I find but little difficulty ir;
preaching without much premeditation.

« T wish the piece,on the Socinian controversy, may pq
attended with a blessing. It has cost me much thoughte
Had not the composition been finished before 1 ha(i
the paralytic stroke, it would never have appeared -
probably it may be my last labour of the kind. :

« It gave me pleasure to find, by your associatio
letter, that the next annual meeting will be at o S
place. It is in my heart to come and see you at };hur
time ; but what unexpected events may take place bat
tween the present time and that period, I cannot de, e
mine. It would be a charming treat to me, to see 2
and the venerable Crabtree, my dear friend Sharpe 45
others of whom I know little. Thus, like a Chi’l(;l v
please myself with prospects of future pleasure, B, :
alas ! I tremble amidst it all.  So often, of late h i
my purposes been frustrated, that 1 am almost,i s
habit of expecting disappointments in all I do, op ?h.the
of doing. T go up, like Paul to Jerusalem, fr’om stmk
to stage, not knowing the' things that shall befal meage
; each, save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth that in 3

stage bonds and- afflictions abide me. .

« I have, however, much tobe thankful for. Th
my head is poorly, my health is good; and in eough
my heart at rest in God. Neither are my i,:;:g{
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powers at all impaired; only that I cannot exercise
them, for want of bodily strength. You will excuse o
much:said about myself, especially as you requested .1t.

“I have sometimes fears respecting the missionaries
we have sent out; I suppose they are now about vthe
Cape of Good Hope.  But let' us have! faith in God!
Surely all the prayers and disinterested efforts of the
thousands of ‘our Tsracl will not be lost. ~God hath all
hearts in his hangd, = « Believe in the Lord our God, so
shall we he established ; believe in his prophets, so shall
We prosper !’ - The greater the difficulties the more of
God is seen in removing or surmounting ther.n. It was
anoble sermon that Carey preached at Nottmghar,n, n
1792, from Isaiah liv. 23: ¢ Lengthen thy cords, '&.c.
the heads of which were comprised in two exhortations
to his brethren: I. et us expect great things; .H- Let
us attempt great things. This was lengthening our
cords, and strengthening our stakes. I feel the use of
his sermon to this day. ILet us pray much, hope much,
€xpect much, labour much ; an eternal weight of glory
awaits us!  Farewell, my dear brother, farewell!
Remember me affectionately to your brethren. The
Lord be with you all!

« A. FULLER.”

‘- - (Extract.)
-~ “Yes, my dear brother, I perceive you are yet in
the land of the living s and I hope God is blessing you
in your work, | also begin to look towards home. I
was fifty years old the 6th. instant. My health and
strength, - however, gre good at present; and I hope
Some good attends my labours. I feel happy in my
Work ; in no part more s0 than in expounding a chapter
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of God’s Word every Lord’s Day forenoon. I have done
this for the last fourteen years: and as I keep the noteg
of the exposition by me, I find them of great use iy

other labours. : < : :
« My visit to Yorkshire is uncertain. The com.

plaint (which is on the lungs, and causes fever and ]ogg
of rest) so often returns, even when I seem to be getting
better, that I can calculate on no future labours, 1
have not preached since the twenty-first of April. Y,a¢¢
Lord’s Day I ventured to administer the Lord’s Supper,
and spoke low, about half an hour, without any apparent
ill effects; but any change of weather, especially an
east wind, affects me much.

« I think, at times, of the words of the prophet
when, after recruiting for a few days, I relapse again’:
¢ For all this, his anger is mnot turned away, but hig
hand is stretched out still.” The Lord may have a cop.
troversy with me. If it be his pleasure to restore e
to the work of preaching to the Gentiles the unsearch.
able riches of Christ, it will be grace given to one who
is less than the least.

“ T remain, &c.
“ A, FULLER.”

« The denomination seems more interested in the mis.
sion than it has ever been before. Assistant societies
are formed in many places, particularly Norwich, Cam.
bridge, Portsea, Plymouth, Bristol, Liverpool, Glas.
gow, Edinburgh, &c. We have one in our own cop-
gregation.

« The funds of the Society, which were more than
exhausted, are now happily recruited. I believe Dy,
——s pamphlet has been beneficial tous. Hijg
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