
374 MEMOIRS OF 

quite collected to the last, and humbly resigned to the 

Divine w i l l . 
T o those of the fomily whom he was leaving behind, and 

to his friends who came to be witness to his departure, i t 
was a most affecting season. Imagination retraced the en-
joyments which his society had afforded in former years; 
and the continual attention which his debilitated state 
had long required, served to endear him still more to 
his immediate attendants. As long as he could speak, 
his expressions to them were f u l l of kindness and ten­
der regard, which, though intended to console, made 
them feel still more sensibly that they vvere about to 
sustain an irreparal)le loss. 

His countenance to the last was remarkably florid, 
without any of those ^vrinlilcs which are generally pro­
duced by disease and advancing years. 

On the day of the interment, and when the funeral 
sermon was preached by Dr. Steadman, an immense 
concourse of different denominations of Christians as­
sembled to pay their last tribute to the memory of the 
deceased, and the solemnity of their deportment shoAved 
how deeply their minds were affected on the occasion. 
The sermon has since been printed; the text, being 
part of the dying words of .facob to his son Joseph, 
* Behold I die, but God shall be with you,' was se­
lected for the solemn service by him who wished to 
adopt them as his farewell blessing to his family, his 
flock, and his friends in general. 

I t is an affecting consideration that his decease was 
the prelude to that of two other ministers present at his 
funeral, who had been, for a succession of years, emi­
nently useful in their respective spheres, and with whom 
he had enjoyed the most cordial friendship. The per-
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sons here referred to were the Rev. Dr. Coulthurst, 
vicar of the parish of Halifax, and the Rev. M r . Lit t le-
wood of Rochdale. I t has often been the wish of good 
i«en that their lives and labours might terminate toge­
ther. In both these instances, this was realized, as 
scarcely a warning- was given. They were to the very 
last day of their mortal existence actively employed in 
the discharge of the duties of their station, in pro-
motmg the welfare of society. ' Blessed are those ser­
vants whom their Lord shall find so doing when he 
Cometh, whether i t be in the evening-, at the cock 
crowing, or in the morning.' 

Af te r the account which has 'been given at large of 
the life, ministry, and writings, of the subject of this 
narrative, i t may be deemed almost superfluous to at­
tempt to take, by way of conclusion, a summary view 
of his character; but as the writer has been favoured 
wi th communications from several of his esteemed 
friends, he cannot forbear availin^r himself of them, by 
laymg some extracts before the public. 

^ A t the annual meeting of the Baptist Missionary So-
ciety held at Leeds, August 28, 1817, the Rev. Thomas 
Langdon expressed himself as follows : 

" The subjects which have hitherto engaged our 
attention, are i i i^hly calculated to afford us pleasure 
and encouragement. But I am now about to advert to 
an event which cannot fai l to awaken deep and painful 
I'cgret. I scarcely need inform you tliat I refer to 
<̂ he loss which this society has lately sustained by the 
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