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approaches to every one of us. But O how dl‘?adf“l
to have no shelter then! He that has lived Wlt.hout
God, without Christ, without hope in the world, will be
in a situation more deplorable than language can ex-
press, in that day of trouble and consternation. VV.hat
will you, O thoughtless sinner, do in the day of visita-
tion? where will you flee? where will you leave your
glory? But the Lord to his people is a strong hold,
even in this extremity of nature. An Old Testafnent
saint could say, ‘My heart and my strength fgﬂe.th,
but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion
for ever,’ Need we then to wonder at the holy com-
Posure and confidence with which a Christian is 3
abled to contemplate the same scenes, in the believing
views of that Jesus who is the resurrection and t,h %
life, and who, having abolished death, hath brought life
and immortality by the Gospel :

““ Hide me, O my Saviour, hide,
Till the storm of life he past ;
Safe into the haven guide—
O receive my soul at Jast.”

The triumphant language of an Apostle P
of his own sentiments, and those of his fellow-Christians,
is the best comment and illustration of this part of our
text: ¢ The Tord is a strong hold in the day of
trouble” e says, with holy confidence, ¢ We kno'w
that if oyy earthly house of this tabernacle were dis-
solved, we haye a building of God—an house not made
with hands,” ¢ death, where is thy sting? O grave,
Wwhere ig thy victory ?¢ THafiks bé to God who giveth
us the ViCtOI'y, thl‘ough our Lord ’JQSus Christ.”

Finally, The day of judgment will be a day of
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trouble ; such a day as was never yet known. The Lord
Jesus himself will descend from heaven in flaming fire .
¢ the heavens shall be dissolved, and the elements mel‘;
with fervent heat.’ Every eye shall see him, and all na;.
tions shall wail because of him.” The great day of Wl‘.at}; :
will then be come, and who shall be able to stand ? Who
but he who has been enabled to flee to the Lord as hig
strong hold. Mountains, rocks, and hills, will then
afford no shelter. But they who love and wait fop the
appearance of Christ, will be screened, Protected,
owned, acquitted.—They will have the smile of appros
bation from the great Judge: ¢ Come ye blessed of
my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world” ¢ Well done, good ang
faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord!’ i

Such are the days of trouble, which God’s people
know, and such is the protection which they shall ex.
_perience. :
" But we must not forget to motice, in a more
particular manner, the ﬁgurative, metaphorical language
of the text, which is very striking: a strong hold is 5
place of defence and safety in danger. Here they
who fly for protection are furnished with armour ; heye
they have stores of provisions; they have every advan-
tage against an assailing enemy ; here they encourage
and comfort one another ; for till the strong hold be de.
molished, none can hurt those who are within—they are
safe as long as that stands. Now all these particulars
may be applied here. The Lord is the rock and refuge
of his people. ¢ Salvation is appointed to them for walls
and bulwarks ; their place of defence is the munition
of rocks; they have a fulness of provision—¢bread shall
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be given them, their water shall be sure;* here they are
furnished with armour of proof, the whole armour of
God : the helmet of hope, the breastplate of righteotls-
ness, the girdle of truth, the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God, and, above all, the shield of faith,
Whereby they may quench the fiery darts of the enemy-
Here they have great advantage against the enemy.
The saints are safe so long as this refuge stands. He
that would overcome mmEM must first break down the
strong hold. While that stands they are safe, being kept
by the power of Glod, through faith, unto sglvat.ion.

L. The Lord knoweth them that trust in him.

The former idea of God’s being our strong tower
implies a betaking ourselves to him : and an important
observation here presents itself, namely, that a strong
tower is nothing to us, unless we fly to it for safety. It
affords protection to none but those who are in it.—
This is highly necessary to be attended to. Hence the
Apostle speaks of < flying _for refuge to lay hold on the
hope set before us.’—So of old the manslayer was not
safe from the avenger of blood till he got within the
city of refuge.—He who is safe through our Lord Jesus
Christ must be personally interested in him. This
clause of the text therefore is very important. ¢ He
knoweth them that trust in him.” Two things are here
observable, ,

1. Their truss in the Lord, a term very often used
in the Holy Scriptures. This trust is so intimately
connected with fajth in the Divine Word, that it seems
inseparable from it, Hence the Apostle Paul says,
* In whom ye also trusted after that ye believed.’
Trust in the Lord denotes a clear discovery of the in-

sufficiency of every other defence; they who trust in

2D

PR RN P R R




402 ; : DIVINE GOODNESS

him 10 longer go about to establish their own righteous.
ness. It has cost them much to be brought off frus'.'
every legal ground of hope; but they now ¢ ?ﬁ‘
ingly suffer the loss of all things, and do count t;xn &
but dung that they may win Christ, and be foundefn
him. This ¢rust in Christ arises from a spiritual in
Scriptural knowledge of him. il
9. He knows them that trust in him.  Heknows the
<o as to distinguish them from all others, and so a4 ;x(x)

“approve of them. ¢ The Lord knows them that are hj
% 8.

< Who then shall lay any thing to the charge of Gog’

clect? Tt is God that justifieth; who is he that e

demneth? it is Christ that died, yea, rather that is ,Ezn'
en

“again.’ He takes care of them in all times of danger,
r"

trouble, and distress ; he knows them in adversit .
well as in prosperity, in the hour of death, anci a{’ tﬁs
day of judgment. ¢ They shall be mine, saith the
Lord, when I make up my jewels ; and T will spare the 5
as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.’ Thlrln
we see .the truth of what is here asserted confirmed bs
e;e:y; part. oi Scrip;m-e. “The Lord knoweth then};
that #rust in him.” Let us close wi ,
ews Sk ose with a word or two by
1st. How deplorable is their case who have not
Lord for their refuge ! They are exposed to the gre tt .
danger, from sin, from the curse of God, and %isa; B
atfd from their being exposed to his eternal displeas g
without any refuge to fly to. O sinners! that Ouu_dr.e,
but know your danger: ¢ How shall you esca y'f‘ -
neglect so great salvation ?’ G you
2dly. Let uslearn to betake ourselves to the ¢ st
hold; security is only to be found there. Thi vt
should be particularly fled to in the time of Strl:j‘l;lge
e.
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We are encouraged to trust in the Lord at all times
and happy, thrice happy, they who are enabled to
devote their youth, and the vigour of their days, \
to the service of God: he will not forsake them ]
when old and grey headed; in public trouble, do-
mestic calamities, soul troubles, and all the disquiet-
udes they may feel from outward temptation, and the
power of indwelling sin; in the ‘ day of personal
affliction, and in the hour of death, he will not leave
them destitute, < he will be a wall of fire about them,
and the glory in the midst of them.’

3dly. How safe then are they who are in that strong
hold referred to in the text: ¢ The Lord is good, he is a
strong hold in the day of trouble, he knoweth them
that trust in him. ¢ Who shall separate them from the
love of Christ—shall tribulation or distress, or persecu-
tion, or famine, or peril, or sword? nay, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him that
loved us. ;

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, ¢ be ye stedfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,

for as much as ye know that your labour is not in vain
in the Lord.’ :

2D 2
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«  IMPORTANT JOURNEY
: : | FROM i ‘
THIS WORLD TO THE NEXT.
JOSHUA XXIII. 14:
And, behold, this day T am going the way of all the earth.

J OSHUA was now an old man; and as he felt in him- ’

self the decays of nature, he reminded the people of
his charge concerning it, and took his leave of them in
a fareweil address, assuring them that he could not be
much longer with them as their teacher and governor.

The Apostle Peter speaks much in the same manner,
2 Pet. 1.13, 14 : “T think it meet as long as I am in
this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remem-
brance ; knowing that shortly I must put off this my
tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath showed
me.’ As if he had said, I must soon be dismissed from
my present state of service, and therefore I would stir
up your minds by way of remembrance, that you may
be quickened in preparation to quit this world, and to
enter into the joy of your Lord. We have another in-
stance somewhat similar in the Apostle Paul, 2 Tim.
iv, 6; ¢ I am now ready to be offered, and the time of

.

o
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my departure is at hand.” Death is dreaded by many
as a most terrible event; but these holy men were
enabled to contemplate it with tranquillity and compo-
sure. 'They all considered it in the same point of light,
as the finishing of their course of activity here, anﬁ' as
taking a journey into the other .world,-?the heﬂvenly
country. And, my honoured friends, since  you will
not excuse me from addressing you at tl{ls time, I now.
stand up before you, though it is not with the full ap-
probation of my own mind ; because I‘ am  conscioug
of my many infirmities, and find my spirits very much
broken, by the loss of one who has long been dear to
me. I have chosen a subject somewhat congenial tq
my own circumstances and feelings, and through Divine
assistance, would suggest a few hints unto you as 5
dying'man. ‘I am this day going the way of all the
earth., This plain observation arises from the words,
that Zo die is to go a journey to the other world. We
shall endeavour to consider the subject in this light.

1. When a good man contemplates death as a Journey,
several pleasing ideas present themselves to his ming,

- 'We often think of a journey with pleasure, and anti-
cipate the enjoyment long beforehand. So a man of
elevated piety, and a heavenly temper, at some seasong
rejoices in hope of the glory of God, or in €Xpectation
of being brought into his presence.

Perhaps there is nothing more pleasing in the pro.
spect of a journey than the hope of having an interview
with those valuable friends to whom our hearts are
united, and from whom we have been long separated.
This is applicable to the journey of which we are now
going to speak, Many are now gone to the celestial

3
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country, whose departure from life we have deeply and
sincerely lamented. But the hope of meeting them
again to part no more, affords peculiar pleasure. On
earth we lived with them in harmony and love ; but this
was but a shadow of what we shall then enjoy, in the
regions of immortality and unfading felicity. We were
enabled to live together-as heirs of the grace of life, but
then we shall be advanced to the summit of celestial
glory. We prayed, we wept, we rejoiced with one
another upon earth. We took sweet counsel together,
and walked to the house of God as friends. We loved
one another sincerely; but then our affection will be
refined and exalted to the highest degree. Our mutual
prayers will be answered, and our felicity will be com-
plete, in the everlasting enjoyment of God, and of one
another. The parting stroke was painful, but. we
shall then be happily united again, where there will be
no more death, and where the fear of separation can
have no place. .

There we shall see a great multitude which no man
can number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people,
and tongues. Men of all ranks and degrees; from the
cast and the west, the north and the south; from the
populous city, and from the solitary desert. The hea-
Yenly country already abounds with inhabitants, and
innumerable multitudes more are still hastening to it
Nor will this blessed assembly ever break up, but con-
tinue through everlasting ages. The children of God
who have lived in different periods of time, are there

assembled together, and without doubt, have that know-
ledge of one another which will be productive of mutual

satisfaction and delight. How must the Christian re-
Joice in the prospect of being introduced into the society
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of the best and holiest of men that ever existed since
the world began ! He will there hold familiar converse
_with the ficst parents of mankind; with Enoch whe
walked with God, and was translated that he should not
sce death; with Noah, the founder .of a new world,
who was an upright man, and perf'ect. in his generation ;
with Abraham the Father of the faxthful; with Jacoh,
who as a prince had power with God, and prevailed ;
with Joseph, more glorious than when he shone in all
the splendour of the Egyptian court. e will thepe
see Moses, the Jewish law-giver, the meekest of men,
who, while on earth, conversed with God face to face ;
and Aaron, the saint of the Lord. He will be in.
troduced into the company of Job, renowned for his
patience in tribulation of Elijah, who was zealous for
the Lord of hosts, and was caught up to heaven in a
fiery chariot; of the seraphic prophet Isaiah, who saw
the Redeemer’s glory, and spake of him with so mych
clearness and energy, many hundred years before he
made his appearance on earth.. He will be the cop,.
panion of David, the man after God’s own heart, the
sweet psalmist of Israel, whose compositions have often
elevated his soul to heaven. He will be in the society
of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb, and hear from
them a full explanation of those sublime passages in
their writings which he could hardly understand op
earth. John, who_leaned on the Saviour’s bogom, will
clearly unfold his mysterious visions; and blessed Payl
lay open more at large the unsearchable riches of
Christ. It is surely worth while to go a long journey
to be introduced into such society as this.

The believer will see those saints above in their own
glorious forms, see them made perfect in knowledge and
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holiness, and fully refined from all the dregs of im-
purity, and disorderly passions. Fe will see them in
1o more danger of giving and taking offence. He will
see Paul and Barnabas perfectly satisfied with each
other. Piscord will have no place there, nior any re-
sentment ever rise. No jarring string will ever in-
terrupt the melody of the celestial regions. Calvin
and Luther, Melancthon and Zuinglius, Whitefield and
Wesley, Conformists and Non-conformists, will there
entirely accord. 'They will then see eye to eye; they
will, in the fullest sense of the words, * ail speak the
same things, and be perfectly joined together, of the
same mind, and of the same judgment.’ ‘
The believer will there see that minister whose Ia-
bours, through grace, have been savingly beneficial to
his soul; and he will have the happiness of sceing and
of thanking those excellent men whose writings have
contributed so much to his instruction and edification in
this world.* / 4
But after all that can be said about the pleasures
which the Christian expects from society, at the end of
his journey, it is necessary to observe, that it is the pre-
sence of the Lord of glory that makes this society so
delightful. We talk of being introduced into the com-
Pany of patriarchs and prophets, of apostles, martyrs,

* Ibeg leave to say, that I do not know of any individual to
whom the church of Christ in modern times is more indebted,
under God, than to the excellent Dr. Watts, whose Psalms and
Hymns are so wonderfully calculated to aid our devotions, both in
public and private. Christians of various denominations, and thou-
sands of religious assemblies, make melody in their hearts to the
Lord, in singing his divine compositions, They never tire us in
the perusal ; but the more they are known the more they are ad-
mired.  What an honour has God conferred upon the author!

4
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and confessors, with all the glorious angels of light ; huy
to be with Jesus is more than all the rest. Many
have languished to_behold him, and been willing to die
for the sight; languished to see the I&m.g in his beauty,
and to be in his presence where there is fuluess of joy,
t his right hand where there ave pleasures for
evermore. The Apostle Paul longed to. go the joul‘ney
we speak of, for this very. end. .‘H.avmg a desire
depart, and to be with Christ, W"thh is f;dl b.etter’ than
any thing else that can be mentioned: I h}l. 1928598 he
words in the original are so very emphatical, that it i
difficult to translate them literally. The Apostle seemg
to labour for expression here, as much as in any part of
his writings. ¢ It is better beyond all comparison.” The
sight of him is indeed well worth dying for. Davidr
language resembles that of Paul: ¢ My soul thirstet},
for God, for the living God : when shall I come ang ap-
pear before God ?’ .Psal. Xl-ii. 2. But farther, :

When we have a journey in view, we please ourselyeg
with the hope of seeing the beautiful face of nature, v
some seasons of the year, especially in the spring, every
part of creation is decorated with attractive charmg,
Fruitful meadows, covered with flocks and herds, flgy,.
ery lawns, majestic woods and forests, spacious valleys,
Jofty hills and mountains, rocks and precipices, purlin &
streams, flowing brooks and spacious rivers, charm Ghe
eye, and inspire the heart with vernal delight anq joy.
It might seem as if the bountiful Creator had adorneq
the surface of the earth with this profusion of beauties,
on purpose to give us pleasure in beholding them, ang
to excite in us the sentiments and sensations of wonder.
gratitude, and love. The prospect of a jOm‘ney i;
highly pleasing, because we hope to have our senses

and a
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gratified with the sight of these objects. There are
other scenes with the view of which we hope to be in-
dulged in a journey. Peaceful cottages, splendid villas,
flourishing towns, and wealthy cities, afford a rich
variety of entertainment to him that travels. But
none of these things will bear any comparison with the
beauties and glories of that celestial country to which
the Christian is journeying. It was typically repre-
sented by the land flowing with milk and honey, of
which Moses had a pleasing view before his death.

“ Sweet fields beyond the swelling flood
Stand dress’d in living green;
So to the Jews old Canaan stood
While Jordan roll'd between.”

Who can attempt to describe that garden of delights,
the Paradise of God, in which our first parents were
placed before the fall?  All the beauties and blessings
of creation were united there. It was a type of heaven,

that blessed placeto which the Christian is journeying.

This is often called Paradise ; but no doubt it excels
the earthly one as far as heaven is higher than the
earth. Do we talk of being pleased with the sight of
 villas, towns, and cities.—What are these in comparisen
with those heavenly mansions of which God himself is
the architect? What is the finest and fairest city in
the world, when compared with the heavenly Jerusalem?
Its gates are pearls, its foundations precious stones, and
its streets are paved with gold; the glory of God en-
lightens it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. < Glo-
rious things are spoken of thee, O city of God1”
Thus when a good man contemplates death as a
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journey, many pleasing ideas present themselves to his

mind. :

9. This is a journey which may be near at hand,
¢ 1 am this day going the way of all the earth.” Fgp
thing we know, the journey may be just before us ;

n
pe a step between us and death, Ve

there may be but

‘have perpetual admonitions respecting the shortnegg

and uncertainty of life. The Word and the ministerg
of God unitedly call our attention to those subjects, anq
we ought earnestly to pray that the Lord would teach
us to number our days, that we may apply our hegrts
unto wisdom. ¢ Make me to know mine end, and the
measure of my days what it is, that I may know hoy,
frail Iam.” Our days are but a span, a hand-breadth,
an inch or two of time. Life is but a vapour that ap-
pears for a little season, and vanisheth away. It ig but
like a flower of the field, which quickly fades, withers,
and dies away. Our breath is in our nostrils, ever ready
to depart, and any motion of our lungs' may be the last,
What numbers do we hear of who are cut off by sudden
death! Many are called to set out on this journey at 5
moment’s warning. The messenger comes, and they
must go, whether they be prepared or not. Ready op
unready, the summons must be obeyed. Whethey they
be busy or indolent, active or negligent, they must jpy.
mediately set out on this important journey. The capy
is often given at an unexpected moment. While the
man is vainly dreaming of years of felicity on earth,
God says unto him, ‘Thou infatuated mortal, thig
night shall thy soul be required of thee Thus the
words of inspiration are verified : ¢ In an hour when ye
think not the Son of man cometh.” 'The living know
that they must die. All men are sensible that they
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must go this journey sooner or later; but the general
part of mankind consider it as at a considerable distance.
This is a fatal source of security, forgetfulness of God,
and neglect of the great salvation. When the Holy
Spirit awakens you to a sense of your sinful and miser-
able condition, he will set death, judgment, and eternity,
before your eyes. He will remind you, that you should
not boast of to-morrow, for you know not what a day
may bring forth. Hence heis said to convince of
sin,  of I‘ighteousness, and of \judgment. O that
every one in this assembly may leave the house
of God uxider' a deep conviction, that the journey
he has to go may be very near. Then he will begin
to be seriously attentive to everlasting things, and
will no longer sit idle in the market-place, no longer
trifle with God, and with the eternal interests of
his own soul, '

3. This is a journey which we cannot avoid. Tt is
the ¢ way of all the earth.” Those who forget God, and
live wickedly, must go this journey. If they are un-
willing to set out in it, they must be driven away.
¢ The wicked is driven away in his wickedness.” Some

Journeys may be put off to a future time. They may"

be deferred for a day, a week, or even a year. But this
is not the case with the journey to the other world.
Thousands could wish to defer it, at least for a little
while, if it were in their power. Could theylbribe the
messenger who is sent to call them away, by the largest
gifts they have it in their power to bestow, it wou¥d be
done. They are eagerly attached to present objects;
and unwilling to leave them. They have their portion
in this life; they have looked for nothing better than
that which this world can give. It is no wonder, there-~
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fore, that they are unwilling to relinquish all that which
they have loved, desired, and sox}ght above every
thing else. ¢ Where your treasure is, there will youy
Ilealjt be also. Hence they are so earnestly and cagerly
desirous of living a little longer.  But their wishes are

vain and unprofitable. They are conscious that they

are unready for the jour.ney, and they d'read the con.
sequences. Hence death is to th(fm the king of terrors,
more to be feared than any thing else. But he is b
messenger that will not be denied, an enemy that can.,
not be resisted. All the earth must yield to hin, The
high and the low, the rich and the poor, the prince g
the throne, and the beggar on the dunghill; all myst go
the journey of death; whether willing or unwilling,
whether full of hope or sunk in despair; whether ¢le.
vated with the joy of faith, or distracted with the tep.
rors of approaching destruction. In some journeys 5
man may engage & servant or a friend to g0 in his
room ; but this is a case inadmissible here; for no one
can engage another to go the journey for him. It jg B
absolutely impossible, that no one ever thinks of 1y,
posing it to his servant, his friend, or relation. Nop Phy
any one in this respect ¢ redeem his brother, nor give
unto God a ransom for him, that he should still live gy,
ever, and not see corruption * Psalm xlix. 7, g, The
veracity of the Divine Word is demonstrated in millions
of instances : ¢ Dust thou art, and to dust thou shalt
return.’ You cannot say that proper warning has not,
been given you ; since every instance of mortality with
which you are acquainted has this voice in it : ¢ Prepare
to meet thy God.” This warning is felt in the tieg of
friendship when broken ; it may be seen in the widow?s

tears, and heard in the cries of orphans. Graves are
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opened around us to devour their prey, and multitudes
are lodged in them, of every age, rank, ‘and degree.
¢ Man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go
about the streets. You cannot avoid the journey.

4. 1t is of great importance to be prepared for this
Journey. N {

When a journey of consequence is hefore us, a great
deal of thought and care are employed, and much time
spent in making preparation for it. But though to be
properly meetened and prepared for the journey of dea'uth
is the greatest of all coricerns, few, alas! are attentive
to it as they ought to be. The Redeemer o'f our s'ouls
most solemnly addresses us all upon this sul.)Ject,
Luke xii. 40: ¢« Be ye therefore ready also, for in an
hour when ye thitnk not, the Son of Man cometh.” 'The

" Colossians were made meet to be partakers of the in-
heritance of the saints in light. And the Apostle gave
thanks to God for this blessing, on their account,
Col. i. 12. They were ready for the journey, when-
ever the signal was given. The Corinthians were in
the like happy state, and he that < had wrought them
to the self-same thing was God: 2 Cor. v. 5. A very
weighty question hence arises: What is the true, the
best preparation for the journey of death? I answer
in a few words; a living faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
The voice of the gospel every where is, ¢ Whosoever
believeth in him shall not perish, but shall have ever-
las'ting life’  The complete atonement of Christ, re-
ceived and trusted in, is that which disarms death of
his sting, which silences the thunders of the law, and

brings us to the enjoyment of peace and reconciliation -

with God. Hence the apostle Paul tells us what was
the Prevailing desire of his heart, Phil. ii. 8: ¢ That I
2E
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‘may win Christ, and be found in him; not having my
own righteousness which is of the law, but that whicl,
is by the faith of Jesus Christ; the righteousness of
God by faith. I would meet death at my Saviours
side, who has abolished it, and brought life and immor.
tality to light. Or, like Simeon, I would meet death;
with the Saviour in my arms, the arms of faith. Thep,
I would say, ¢ Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart
in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.’ I
dare thus venture on the awful journey. The valley of
the shadow of death is dark and gloomy ; there are g
thousand terrors there ; but I would say, ¢ Lord, I fear
no evil here, for thou art with me:’ Psalm xxiii, 4,
Hence said the apostle Paul, ¢ I know whom I have
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that
which I have committed to him until that day :’ 2 Tim., j,
12. Being interested in Jesus Christ by faith, death ig
ours, it is a part of our patrimony; so that to die jg

‘gain.  Whatever makes this journey an object of terror

and dread, a lively faith in Jesus Christ removes it, an
takes it away.
“ Death’s terror is the mountain faith removes ;
"Tis faith disarms destruction ;
Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb.”

Sin is the sting of death; it is that which gives jt
all its destroying power; it is that which makes yg
afraid to go this journey; it raises a thousand terrops
in the mind. But he that believes in Jesus, beholds
him as the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of
the world, or puts it away by the sacrifice of himself.
Hence the believer triumphantly cries, <O death,
where is thy sting?’ It is drawn, it is gone, and thoy
art become’ harmless. ¢ Thanks be to God, which

5
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giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ :”
1 Cor. xv. 55, 57. A sense of the want of a proper
righteousness wherein to appear before the bar of God
will make us fear to die. But the believer can say,
“ Surely in the Lord have I righteousness and strength/’
*He is the end of the law for righteousness to every
one that believeth. A consciousness of impurity makes
death formidable ; since ¢ without holiness no man shall
see the T.ord:’ but the heart is purified by faith in
that precious blood which cleanseth from all sin. A
lively faith sanctifies the mind, by leading it to the‘
fountain get open for sin and uncleanness.—A prospect of
the Judgment to come makes a man dread to enter on
the Journey of death; since after death comes the judg-
ment.  But the believer in Jesus knows that the Judge
is his friend and Saviour, and as such he loves and longs
for his appearing. For ¢ there is 10 condemnation’ to
them that are in Christ Jesus” The Judge will say to
them, ¢ Come ye blessed of my Father, receive the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world’—The fear of the Divine displeasure makes men
shudder at the thoughts of death. But the believer be-
holds his reconciled face in Christ; and says, ¢ Being
Justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through him.’ The gloominess of the grave makes
Some men afraid to die. It is indeed a dwelling of
darkness and corruption. But he that has said, © O
death, T will be thy plagues,’ has also said, < O grave,
I will be thy destruction” Let his own _precious
and animating words never be forgotten, John xi. 25,

%6: ‘T am the resurrection and the life; he that be- ..

lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live;
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me, shall never
2L 2
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die: believest thou this?” Yea, Lord, we belicve it
¢« Thou shalt change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto thy own glorious hody, according to
the working whereby thou a‘rt al?le to subdue all things
unto thyself. In short,' faith is connected with that
love to God, without which no man is prepared to dic,
or fit to go to heaven. Can you suppose that any man
will be admitted into the regions of immortal love ang
purity, whose mind is alien'c?ted .from (.}od, and full of
enmity against him ? To imagine this would be ¢
dream of impossibilities; the kingdom was Prepared for
them that love God, and for none else: Jam, i, 3 o
But then, love to him is the certain attendant of fajgly
in his name; for ©faith worketh by love. Faith {5
also productive of that deadness to the world which i
necessary as a meetness for heaven. ¢ Whatsoever is
born of God overcometh the world; and this is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith’
My brethren, you cannot go this journey safely, unlesg
you are thus prepared. Above all things be attentive
to this, for nothing can be of equal importance with it,
Let me then address every individual in this large
assembly, and beseech you to be seriously attentive to
the things which belong to your peace.. You know
that you must g0 this journey, but are you prepared
for it? The message of God to Hezekiah was, ¢ Set
thine house in order, for thou must die, and not live’
You must “soon leave all the pleasures, endearments,
and advantages of your present state, and launch forth
into an unknown eternity. Let it be the uppermogt
concern of your minds to be found in a state of happy
preparation for the journey. .
5. This journey is to !Je taken but once. It ig ap-
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pointed unto men once to die.” The body indeed will be
raised again, at the resurrection of the just it will return
tolife. But then, he that goes the journey of death never
returns to this world again : his place shall know him no
more. He returns not to the same condition, to the same
work, tothe same sufferings, the same weaknesses and
sorrows: Job. x. 20: ¢ Are mot my days few ? cease
then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort a little,
before I go whence I shall not return.” This holy man
kept in mind the idea of the journey which we are now
representing, and profited by it: Job xvi. 22: ¢ When
‘a few years are come, then I shall go the way whence
I shall not return.”  Thousands are going this journey
every day, of all ages, of all ranks, and of all conditions ;
but no one of them returns again to tell us what he has
met with, or where he has been. Brethren, we our-
selves rust soon visit that undiscovered country, from
the confines of which no traveller returns.  ¥or,

.6- This journey is to an everlasting dwelling. It is
2 journey to heaven, if we be the children of God, to
the regions of immortal light and felicity; to fan
- house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
?ut if we are the children of the wicked one, it
is a journey to hell ; to the abodes of darkness, horror,
and black despair, ¢ prepared for the devil and his
angels’ The broad way of self-indulgence, folly,
,a.nd wickedness, most certainly leadeth to destruc-
tion. At death our state is unalterably fixed,
fixed for ever. There is no repentance in the grave,
RO AR Pfu'dons dispensed to the dead. ¢ These shall
Spravay mto everlasting punishment, but the righteous
Into life eternal ¥ Matt. xxv. 46. This will be the sen-
tence of the great Judge ‘of quick and dead; a sen-




4929 © THE IMPORTANT JOURNEY'

tence which we must all shortly hear. Can we con.
ceive any thing more dreadfal than the doom of 5 dying
sinner? To be driven from the presence of Chyist as
accursed, and to be consigned over to everlasting mj.
sery, who can, for one mon.lent, bear the t.hought T
a man knows himself to be in danger of this, iy dangey
every hour, every moment, should he not eagerly ang
carnestly cry out, ¢ What must I do to be sayveq
O Lord, make speed to save me; mz}ke haste to help
me; lest I be like them that go down into the pit,

O, what an awful journey is that which we have .
forecus! A journey to eternity ! A journey which will
bring us where we must be, not fox: an age only, but fop
millions of ages; more millions of ages than there are
sands on the sea shore ; more millions of ages than there
are piles of grass on the surface of the earth ; more mil-
lions of ages than there are atoms in the universe ! 1f we
are uncertain what the end of this journcy will be, with
respect to ourselves, how can we be at rest about jt ?
Let the negligent professor bestir himself without delay,
and ¢ give diligence to make his calling and election
sure.” Since the journey is of such importance, anq _
for so long a stay, surely it is needful to know where
you are going: especially since the knowledge of this
is 'an attainable privilege. ¢ We know that if the
~ earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have
a building of God, an house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens:’ 2 Cor.v.1. O remember, ye-
member, ‘my dear fellow-creatures, the. Jjourney 'yoy
have to take, is a journey to eternity. = No Journey cap
bear any comparison with this, in respect to import.
ance. It ends in eternal joy or everlasting woe ; i con-
summate felicity, or in' unutterable and unceasing an.
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guish. <O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the
Lord " Hear, that your souls may live. ;

7. The expectation of this journey should loosen our
hearts from earthly things. ‘

What is this world to us, or all that it contains? We
are going a journey to another world, and the time of
our departure is at hand. Why should we cleave to
that which we are just going to leave, and to leave for
ever? ¢ Arise, and depart ; this is not your rest,’ your
abiding place, ¢ because it is polluted,’ and will shortjy
fall a sacrifice to devouring flames. ¢ You have here no
continuing- city, and therefore should be seeking one
that is to come; ©a city that hath foundations, wl}ose
Builder and Maker is God” This is not your home;
you should consider yourselves as strangers and pilgrims,
travelling towards the heavenly country. On cue re-
flection, it must appear a great impropriety to be
cagerly attached to the vain objects around us, in the
present world. Naked we came into it, and naked we
must depart out of it, without the possibility of taking
any thing along with us, when we go our Jjourney.
*“ We brought- nothing in this world, and it is certain
that we can carry nothing out therefore, having food
and raiment, let us he therewith content.” Whatever
we have in this world, be it more or less, it will pre-
sently be no longer ours. Be it silver, or gold, house
o land, pleasant gardens, or growing plantations, they
will presently be left to successors.—We have acquired
them, but we scarely know who shall gather or possess
them : much less do we know what use shall be made
?f them when we are gone. The consideration of the
Journey whichis hefore us, should check our eager pur-
suit of such uncertain enjoyments, and prevent us from
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setting our hearts upon them. ‘We have concerns upon
hand of infinitely greater importance. We have pos- :
sessions in prospect, as far surpassing what this world
can afford, as heaven is higher than the earth, Be dead
our hearts to all below, and may our affection be set, on
things above, and our conversation be in heaven, that
petter country to which we are going, and where we

hope to dwell for ever. .

« At thought of this, each sublunary wish
Lets go her eager grasp, and quits the world.”

80 it certainly ought to be.

8. Lastly, the prospect of this journey should mode.
rate our sorrow under present afflictions.

What though we have many and severe trials in th
course of our pilgrimage here, we are going to leav:
them all, and to give our enemies the slip for ever
¢ And our light affliction, which is but for a mOment‘
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal wej h;
of glory” We have just reason to °reckon, that %hv
sufferings of the present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed’ in e
if we are the disciples of Jesus. i
~ Are we deprived -of our dear pious relatives
friends ? Let us remember, that we too are ¢ goin zlld
way of all the earth” We shall so soon follow tie e
that it is scarcely worth while to take our leave. Or'm’
bid them farewell. Yet we feel the parting str’oke :o
be a severe trial. The death-bed of those whom 0
dearly and tenderly love is the most interestin 5y
with which we are acquainted in this world. ./g&llscene
was excellent and amiable in the departing charazreit

2




FROM THIS WORLD TO THE NEXT. 495

rises to the recollection with thrilling energy. The so- -
lemnity of that point of time which closes mortal life,
and opens upon an untried eternity; and that point
once passed, the consideration of the sure and eternal
blessedness of those that die in the Lord, for ever re-
leased from all pains of body and mind, is affecting be-
yond what language can describe. We seem then in-
deed to feel that this world is a land of shadqws.
That ' Srwadiai 3 o8 IBEG N

“ All, all on éaﬂh is shadow, all beyond is substance ;
How solid all where change shall be no more!”

A few more intervening days, and we also shall stand
on the verge of time. May Divine grace enable us to
cast the anchor of faith and hope firm on the Rock of
ages, and though the storm may be severe, we shall get.
safe to land, and our landing will be triumphant. And
how soothing is the reflection, that those whom we
have deposited in the tomb are sleeping in Jesus! The
breathless clay is in his custody, waiting for the final
manifestation of the sons of God. Could we but more
frequently and more fully realize the great subject of
the Christian salvation, we should be perfectly con-
vinced that the grievous sufferings which sometimes at-
vtend our dying friends and relatives, are, compara-
tively, as nothing, when considered as introductory
.?O a state of eternal glory and blessedness. A period
18 approaching, ¢when this corruptible shall put on
mcorruption, and this mortal shall put on immor-
tality -.’ Then shall be brought to pass the saying which
s wrtten, ¢ Death is swallowed up in victory, com-
pletely, entirely, and eternally overcome. We see our
beloved relatives, and our dear friends in Christ, * going




