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t R E A T I S E 

O F 

X i X V m on o f m n ^ ^ * 

I f A v i n g given you an Account; hothMrV, 
from Scrifture and Anuqmty, o f ^ W ' 
the bufinels of BapifM in its / / f . 

. ftitution, Suhya, Manner, End^ 
'ftnay neither bcunmceff^ry not KHprofita-
^&ive you here [omc Account of that o f 
I'̂ S on of Hands, not only becaufe i t im-

follows thatofE<i/i»i/'«/. Jiel>-6.i,2^ 
'^lorccfpeciallyjbccaufe for Confirmaiion,%s 
*;h been called, it hath been next after 
''/•'w. fo fokmnly affnted, pa£li(td, and 
^«ffiiboth n fartntr and latter times, as an 
;«^«ce of Chrift,and EpntiaUy neceflTary 
f'trch^CommunioH. But what this laying 
^ is, and how that of Confirmation 
'̂Lindcd upon the Word of God, we ftiall 
'^"Mfider and examine, and recommend to 

l^^lgment of all difcerning and impaitial 
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2 , 21 c r e a t i f e o f l a i n n g o n o f I j a n u g , 
-fhs Mt- The Method I flull obferye hetein , {biV/t 
thod obtr- be,-full to give you an Accout^t what we fin(j''|, 
''f''- afthis Kite in the Nero lejiament. Sccondlyi '̂  

How ajp-rted and Pradifed by the Ancients/. 
wi th the Opinioni of the F^it^jerj and Deere?)!"' 
of Councils upon i t . Thirdly How Frazil'"! 
fed znd enjoyned by the. C^)«rc6 of Kom^! 
four th ly . How by the Church of En^Uu^r 

{ Fifthly, HowalTertcd by fome of the ?rctbyf^^ 
ierian and Independent perfwafion. Sixthlj/''-
And how pradtifcd and cnjoyned by fevetif'''-' 
oii\\c Biiptijt^d Chtirchesm ihn Nation, w'lifi'^l 
fome remarks upofl each of them for the bt;//"! 
ter difcovcry of Truth. ^fr 

. 1 . Ho\y laywng on of Hands is ufed in f K i 
'j^ecvTellamentf, ' ' [̂iF 

Fir l l j in Bencdidtion, /l,/<«»-i;^io.i 5̂, He tl^if 

I . How «r 

Ntw ic-
ftament. 
1. •nenidi-
tiion. 

lons hcii' 
ings. 

5. Vor ex-
ira-ordim-
ry Gifts > 
i. lie fore 
aal'lifni. 

i ha young Children up in. his Arms, put lirl 
Hinds upon them, and bitff<d them. 

Secondly^ I n the' Cure of Vifeafcs a/ ' i 
healing the: iick, Mark 6.5. And he could thA 
da no mighty work-, J'ave that he laid his U.i0y 
tip on a few ftck, foll^t and healed them . , 
c.16. i7'i^-I*t"2j/ Name 1 bey pall cafi 0 u t I f 
vils, thiypallJpeal{ with NimTofigues^thcy 
tak^ Up Serpents, and if they drink,, any deal'' 
thing, it '/f:all. Mot hurt them -. They 
Hands on the ful^and they jh ill recover, 
z8., 8, And it came to pafs, that the Patheij^^^ 
Fubliu3. I'ayfnk^of a Etawer and. of a Tdlf' 
Pliix, to whom Paul entfe.d in and prayed^ jii'̂ ^ 
laid his Hands on him and;btaled him. 

Thirdly , For the confaring the extrac)!''' 
nary Gifts of the Spirit. i^fZj 

I. BdoK- Biptifin, ASi. 9, j 7 . And A 



3 ^ C r c a t i f c Of I m m cn -o f I j an t t f f . 
went his rvay amlentred into the Houfe,and 

' If^iting his Hinds on him faid, brother Si^i), 
''J"'rd, even Jcfus, th^t appeared unto thee in the 
: / ''y as thou camelij}athfent me ih tt thou might Jt 
y'l'»ve-thy fiaht, and be filled with the Wy 
J immediately there fell from his eyes as 
\pk,dheen Scales,andhe received fight forthmth 
•/"drofeandtPisB^ptifed. , -
V 2. After Baptijm, A<aJ. 8- ^^'Zi' 1?' 
i iil̂ ovv r^hen theApiUes ^hich r^ere at ]cr^^- Bs^-

heard that s/maria '^^^^^"'^^^^fZ 
r^od^theyfent unto them ^^'^^'"fj'^t^^Z, 
r<'en they L e come dor^n, t a s yt 

m-iht receive the H^/> ^.W^; / / ^ ^ ^ ^ 

2. Aftir 
• '<)r.. 

r^asfaln upon none f f - W ^ ^ / J ^ . X - ^ 
^^ftifed in thc'Name f t he the 
> their Bands on them ^"^^'iZTthraugh 

'./"yiftgonofthe ^P'ft^'^ , r^vln" g/Vw* ^\'^^in-en/he offered them mone^^,^^^^^^^ 

Mo this Porter that on ^ ^ / j t ^ ' ^ p / t a faid>J» 
ii m.y receive the HolyGhollMn tet , 7 
^^tonyplrijf. rcith^hee, ^ ' ^ ^ W ^ f f / ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ , 

•'̂ »̂ X g^ft rfGod m.y be pnrch.f^d ^it^ }' _̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

f p o u r t h l y . I n O r a i t n t ^ o n o r J ^ j j B ^ ^ ^ 

nChi^rch hadihofen ) and when they W f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
,/;eir hands on them, and th^ Word 

^rJ^^;;^^^%^Ua.ottheGiftr.hichi.^ 
i ^^t\lJZ Vas\iJthee hy Propecy r..^^^ 
J^^mgon of Hands of the ^^"/^-V"'*-^- V 

6̂  Wherefore I put thee ^ . i v P " - " ^ - ; - ; 
A 5 



3 W M -

a c m t i f e o f l a p m g o t t o f D a n t ) 0 . t 
tUtthouftir up the gift of God n>hich is in thJ' 
by the putting on of my hands, i. T i m < 
Lay hands Juddealy on no Man, neither he 
taker of other men fins, ksfp thy filf pure J' 

A6iii^.'^.Andwhtntht){vn. jfje Elders 1"' 
Teachers of Antioch bad Faded and PravU 
and latdtheir hands on them[y \z, PauUnd B f'" 
ftabas ] they fent them arvay. %d 

I i : which Scriptures, fpeaking of this RiiSi" 
wc may fake notice of thefc things. J. I 

I , Firft , the feveraUjWj of i t , viz. F V ' 
Benediliion^ Healing, Ordination, und irivt 3^ 
of the Spirit. 

2. Secondly, what called, viz. LayingU^ 
0f hands. ^ i 

3.Thi rd ly . theSHh)eUs,v\x .Li t t leChildrt / 
StckTerfans, and fuch upon whom the Sp^f 
had not fain, and Church-Officers. 

4; Fourthly, the kdminiflratorj, viz, Ghi'(f* 
Jefus himfelf any gifted Believers^ the Elde'*!''' 
iir Prebyters, The gifted Apoliles. ''jj'J 

5 Fifthly, the end, to Bltfs little Children ' l *'' 
^\yic Miraculous healing. And for ExtracV^ 
dinary gifts o f the Spirit to confirm t\i}^ 
Gofpel. And for Ordination of Church-Oflr^ 
cers. 

Secondly ,.Hon> afferttdby the Ancjents aip' 
by the Canons and Decrees of feveralCounciff 

r m v M fiofX^Uf the Areopaghe Pauls Convert f j 
At hen, fuppoltd to be the firft Writers aboi'lj^ 
the year 70 . in his Ecclejiaftical Hierarchy, cM 
de Bapt. faith, After Bapiifm l<t the SacrL 
punt nf Confirmation be adjnyned mth VnCiiJ 

2 Haw by 
the Anci
ents. 



f ^ C r e a t i f e o f l a d i n g o n o f I j a u t i g , 

;̂i> »ea/e* the Eucharili he e,tve», Contcmp. 3. 

1 
Pope Clement in his fourth Epiftle, faith.P. c/m?«t 

; :» «^em^s Baptized, andthen Cenfxgntdby the 
f ?'Jhop for the Holy Spirit, for rvithoHt Confir-
f , ^'tion no jper/fe?itf«. Jofcph.Fice csmer Ve Bap. 
f^'fibus p. ^69.0.1^. ^ „ ^ . . JMn 

•i J f f t i n Martyrs Kefponfes 137. Que" - ' / ' ^ / i ' Ma>W 
J'^'^r Baptifm m arcio anoint mth Holy Chryfm 
' „ ^iritual benefit, Vce com. ch.28 • P- S^P; p. H^,^/. 

^^^ti^n to be performed nith Cbrtjm, Wotcs 
JfSf few/̂ orwOT confer. Fabo.c. 7- ^„i„in= 'y*"̂ -'** 

, Pipez/rf>.«.in his decretal Epiftl«:. J " ^ ! ' 

/^iare t . J i , / « r tfc. the ^ " ' M " ' " / 

, j ' "^t the Sacrament Of '-""J''j,:,]! the faith-
9^!^ly given afia Baftifm, * f . ^ ^ f 

/^iare t . J i , / « r the Sptnt by the / 
dl'\"^e hands of the B//&flp, Vice CO. c j ^ - P-j) / • 

Pope M./cfci .^ . i - . or Melti^des '^^"^[^^° .d^s. 
'^'^^Hc^i Impofmon - ' r,/ n^-

"fetfea Bip t i fm, And -^^^^^'^r/J^t^^ 
^^^tal Epifile, anjmring the Q ^ f ' ' ' ] . ' ^ l Z 

, the slLment!, Baptifm or ^ / . ' f ' f , J 
'{fgraur Efficacy Ind f^^7«^> ^ ' t ' 

joined together, there being fuch Affinuy be. 
^^ixtthem , that one is not to be ^^ne r.nbou 

' »/'e other i neither of them being prfeU alone, 
' P o ^ r i : ; ^ . . . m-his.decretal EPIOIC caUsJ..'!^^^^^^ 
^'"pofttionof hands a Sacrament r^hich tras not 
^^rvfHi to be admiHifiredhut hpheB'fi'"tMi^d. 

A 4. 



a a C t e a t i f e o f l a d i n g o n o f \ ) m e . 

'jmbrofs. 

Jirom. 

Vino-

100 re. 

Cen. 4. p. 478. Alfo in his Epiftfe"to 
S/ŷ ô/* 0/ Ta/c*, prefers laying on of hand, . 7 
Confirmaa on before Baptifm,M.^.c7n [ 
7. P-5Sl. . , 

Cypnanm his 37 Epifile to Jubaian fait J' 
i & j t Bj/ ' / i /m confte mmated by theSacrame m 0 
Confirmation. And again in Ep. 72 \f.y 7/,, 
Terfonsare fully fanUified, and may be fons r t ' 
God if they be bron of both Sacraments v j - U 
Baptifmand Confirmation, Vice.com D 

.^«,^r . /e after the Font or Bapt if^; V J ' L 
be perfeaton or Confirmatim,for jo he calls impolf 
ttoH oj hands.Lib, 2. C.J. p 

Church, faith, AnddonosyouknoTP th J 
tt u tbe Culiom of the Church, that\pon t ^ f \ 
Bapt.fed, handsjhould beimpofed, Mae. Cen r ' / ' 
4. p. 420= • • ^ - ' v u 
, A»gH}hn i That Impontion of hands aft! 
Baptifm t^as necejjfary for the gifts of the L} (i 
rtt. And that if Ignorant Infants be hrouah 
t9,beBaptifed, let them Anftver for them tha 
brmght them. , and being Baptifed let them b 1 
Confirmed and An ointed tpith holy Chryfrne, an, 
fo let them receive the Euchsrifi, L ib . de E c d e i / 
Pogm, Vice comes, c. 28. p, 371, 

Pope Innocent in is tirft Ep. '22. Macedon/''^ 
cy'y, Shews how impious and Sacrilegious i / f 
is to repeat the Baptifm of Infants or Adult / 
and hew reguihte to lay hands on the BaptiVf 
fed, after the Example o{ Peter a^nA John, 
^. i7' ind Pml 19< 6. Vice comes c. 3 Jd' 

U^dore-inx\ ifn^t Impofition 6f hands- dijuf 
y^iongnottotk'Bifhopsricars^ but to theBi 
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^ c r c a t i f e o f I m m on o f l>anti!J* r 
^ fheps themfelves i And the Reafonhe renders i f , 
'1 becaufe that none of the 70 Vifciphs ivho re-

Prefented the Apflhs, had pomr by laying on of 
hands to give the Spirit, Magdeburg. Cent,6. 
p. 675. 

Hatm» upon Uebrtr^s 6. f a i t l i , Impofition 
.f haZs is called Confirmation, -^^-^ 
Lirhis received, and 4 ^ ^ ^ / f ' % \ 2 t Z 
Ivnityofthe Church. ' ' ^ ^ / ' X . ^ ^ / ^ M , ^ 
well as Adult mre to partake thereof, Mag. 

Cen., g. 

the day of Pentccott. 

C a n o u ) ^ a n u D e c t e e s ; o f 
c o u n c i l s ! * 

I n the Council o f / ^ - ^ i - i n P^O^^^^ 
catiana, held under P. SyhelUr, the ^ f ^ ^ s ^ l 
Name, Bifliop oiKome, about 315- /J 
creed in the ^ Canon, that the Bapt.fed ought to 
receive after Baptifmthemol}facredCbryfme,and 
be made partakers of the Heavenly Kirigdom. Vice 
com. p. 371. 

I n the CoHHcil of FMberis in Spjin, heldc.E//fe-
30< under Pope Mercdlim. It was decreed tH ns. 
ihe\^Ca»^n. thatfnch asfayled into firange 



s a C r e a t i t e o f l a ^ n u g oix o f IjaiiU)?. j 
Coumrier^orif aChmchbenat near atband, a / 
Believer if he hath Baptifm intire, viz. Baptifn 
and Confirmation, and have not ttvo Wivex, rnav 
Btptife a Citechumin in cafe of mceffity through 
fick^eft,but fo that if he Recover, he bring hitn ^ 
to the Bifhop that he may be perftded by Impofiti- f / ' 
OH of Hands, and Canon 77. If any Deacon 'V' 

JhaU without a Presbyter Baptife, the Bifhop ought 
byblefjing taperfed or Confirm them. 0 

C.arth. I n the ^Council of Carthage uadet P. lanoZ 
ccH* the firft, 3b-)ut 418. I t was decreed that 
there fliould be Itnpolition of hands for the Ab- Gt^^ 

folving the Tenitent, Vicler. L . a. de peifecut. 
Vandal. 1 

t.SfcLiert. The Council of Spalencs, ordained that the ftf" 
Baptifed were to have hands Uidupon them and f f 
to be figned with Chrifm, and that the Bifhopt \F' 
tnely were to perform it. Magdeb. C;nt. 7. f'^l 
p. 148. _ | / r 

C.Bracmns The Council of Bracerensc, 7. Commanded 
that a littie B *ljam fliould be put into the Confc- (fi^' 
crated Oyl, and that no lefi Reverence Jhould be 
paid to this Ceremony^ than to Baptifm it f e l f . 
lvIag.Cen.7. p. 148, jjj ^ 

tsconflm. The Council of Conjiantinople chzp, J, That p 
none were to be almittcd to Confirmation b^tt M'^l 
thofethat were inliru'ded by C atecbifm, and could 
fay ihe Creed and Lords Prayer by heart. M i g - ^ 
Ccn .7 .p . ,48 . fitj 

it 
C^cahil. The C'uncil of CtbiUonefis, C ip .6 . Jn thr .M' 

fime of Pope Eai^^uiUS, Decreed that the B'p- ' 
tifm of the Adult Jhonld prifently, if Infants 
ffter fame years of underfianding^ he confirmed 

with 



^ C r e a t i f e o f l a i n t i g o n o f I jant i is . 9 
^ith Confiinatten and Chryfm and that Confirma-
^ton Jhonld not be reiterated, Magd. Cent. 8: 
p. 350. 

the Gallican Council it was decreed. That caUkdn. 
the Bijhop goes his Canonical Circuit to Con^ 

Wm, that the Priefis be always ready far his A f f t f i -
and that therc bcGoffipsasrvellinthis, as in 

^tptifm; and that the ctnfrmed ha-vt his hair cut, 
Wag.Cent. 8. p. 350. 

The Council of Trent, about Confirmation ; c. Trnt. 
Decreed. 

That whofoever faid it was an Idle Ceremony 
«ot a Sacrament properly, or that it was formerly 
^fid that Children might give an Acconm cfthctr 
f^ith. 2. That to afcribcrertHc ioChry fm ms 
to wrong the holy Spirit. 3- '^J '^ '1^7 
Priefiisfhe ordiLryMinifier for ^ / f ' ' X n ^^dnottheBifhoponely^ihouldbcaccHrfed. OUan. 

Cent, i 6 . p. 417. 

By which fayings of thc/ncients Canô ^̂ ^̂  
and Decrees of Councils h 
early fet a foot fomething for ^^.^l^^^X?-
the Church cnjoyned to be F^.^^^fj^f^^coynt 
t i fm. and whereof we give you this brief accopn 
from them. 

•VIZ.. Confirmatiori. 2- •^"'^Trit^ 
3. ImpofiLnofhartd^- 4-M'^'""' 

I . Con-



l o a C r e a t i f e o f l a p i t i g o n o f l ) a i i t i 0 ; 
I . Confirmation, becaufe both Baptifn tnd 

the Vnity of the Church was thereby confirmed. 
4. Chryfm or anointing, bccaufc OyI mingled 
wi thBUfam, the thing ufed herewith in imi
tation of the holy Oyl ufed of old- 3. Impoftn 

of hands in alluiion to the Apoftles pra-
d i f e , 8. 19. who laid on hinds for the 
Spirit C though this could not properly be fo 
called, beciufc i t was but eroding thc Forchcad 
w i t h the Finger. ) 4. Ferfe'aion, becaufe they 
cfteemed B ip t i fm imperfetS: without i t , there
fore for the firft times they ufed to pradtifcit 
together. 

a. As to the GroKM(i/upon which i t Was pral^ 
t' Gm>id.^\CQi^yiz, 3isa.n Apollolieat Ttidition handed 

to them from the Apofllet times by the Emi 
nent Dodlors of the three firft Centuries, upon 
wihofc Authority i t was pra(3:ifcd, t i l l confirm
ed by the Councils before mentioned, viz,. Lao. 
dictctj Eliberiij 6cc. 

5, Mmtr.. 3. As to the Manner of performing it, viz, by 
Croffing and anointing the Forehead of the Con
firmed party, wi th Oyl atid Chryfm. 

A. Admin. 4- As to the Adminiliratorsyviz.. onclyaB!-
' (hop to whom in an efpecijl minner i t was en

tailed, its being unlawful for any other to do i t 
from Peter and JO ĴMX being fent by the Church 
of Jerufalem, to impofc hands which Philip 
did not do. 

< Si'bMs -5. As to the S>ihjeas,viz,, A l l Biptifed per-
'fons who were cither Adult , or Infants, im

mediately 



^ C r e a t i f e o f l a d i n g o n o f l ) an t )&. i ^ 
Ricdiatdy, or afterwards, Baptifed Infants at 
years of difc ic t ion. The ^dult were fcrtt the 
CatechumetiSj who were cither the Children ot 
J^eathen that inclined to Chrif t ianify. or the 
Children of Chriflians newly COITK to the 
fa i th , who to their compleating C*^""""'* 
'y> were to take thcfe five ftcfs, thus known 
3nd diftinguilhcd. 

I . Thev were to be Catechifed, taught and L^^*^^-
' ' ' / i - S a'nd t S ; were called the C..̂ ^^^^^^^^^^ 
% Upon their propounding thcmftl.es 
"fm, were called the Omfetmes. 
I^itted to Bapifm, were called the J^'^^ZZT 
^»itiati A After Baptifm being conprmta, 

^ c r : c ; i i e r t i " ^ ' \ ^ t ' : t T : z 
'•nd receiving the Euchatt^, they were called 
the rtdthi. 

Or, a. Infants who were for the4,5> 6 ar^ 
7. Cent, the Subj^ds of i t , and w ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f 
* '̂d receive Conhrmation and the EucharUt m 
"'^diately. .nd foefteemed T r / * 
^hrUiians, then it began to be deferred tora 
!^^ek af ter B ^ f n > . the Children wearing the 
Htifr^al white Garment all the week and up-
^nthe 8 day Baptifm was jerftUed by Con
donation, as faith Kaban. MrfKrwJ L . /M/^C/ f r . 

30. 

^ Or, 3. s ,ch Infants who after they had been ^V^r^ 
^^P"Md<d arrive to and dtfcTeuon,^^^^ 
«nd were able to fay the Lor^J ?raytr.,1m Com- ^^i^it 
"'"'idments, and Cm^i i&e r̂*, as appears by ^^^f. 
»omc of thofc Utter Councils, 
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12 a 'ZmtiU o f l a v i n g o n o f I j a n D ^ ; 
And the rcafon of the faid Alteration * a? 

faith was bccaufc about Cha'rL 
the hrft s tunc, in the 8 Cent. Adult B ip t i fm 
did very much wear off. The People for the 
moftpart being now Chriftians, their Children 
became fo numerous, that the Biftop found i t too 
hard a task to perform his part. -v? 

Therefore they appointed certain Vifttatiens 
efpecially at Eafler and Whitfontide, to confir,^ 
thofe m their Vioceffes, that having been 
Biptifcd in Infancy, were able to give an Ac 
count of their Faith, which, frnhVicecomes' 
was Pradifed in feveral places in the Latin 
Church. 

(. The End. 6. As f o the End of thk Kite, viz. For the 
giving of the Spirit, and conferring oi Grace to 
perfect and confirm imperfeU Baptifm,znd there
fore cttcemed a Sacrament of greater force and 
Kertue than Baptifm i t felf. and therefore to be 
fhTspTri^ Typing, Figurmg, or Signing 

7. cmmo-
nits. 

8, rhe Or
der, 

7- As to the Ceremonies, they were diycrs, 
viz.. The party to be confirmed was to be in rphite 
Garments, his head bound up in Limen, the 
hair of the head to be Cut, and to have Go^p^ 
to undertake for them. 

8. As to the Order of adminiftring i t , vi^\ 
efp^cialiy after Baptifm f though fome of the 
Catechumens in Imitation of Ananias his impo-
lirjg hand upon Paul A d , 9. had it before.) 
and then had they an immediate right given 
them to partake of the Eucbarift, without 



^ C r t a t t f e o f l a i r i n g o n o f I j a n u ^ , 
^^'•^h^they could not be admitted to partake 

9- As to the F o r « in which the Bifhop ad-^rk F«>̂ «. 
JJfniftrcd i t , viz. in thcfc words, I Sign thee 
••|th the Sign of the Crofs, and confirm thee 
^ ' f n the Cbryfim of Salvation in the Name of 
"̂ e Fa/j&er, 5OK, and holif Spirit. 

^ C l j c ^ a f a g e o f m C D u r c l ) o f 
R o m e . 

^ The Church of/J(3«e obfcrved the very fame ̂ 0^^,"^ 
'^rder and manner w i th the fame ri/ex and Cere-
'^"nies^ to the fame endt and upon the fatpc 
l^ound as an Apefialical Tradition, which the 
[otmet Ce«<«rifx had done ; only whereas there 
J^gan to be fomc fpace betwixt the Infants 
f/'Pifm, and their Confirmatie,t, that they for 
!"e moa part efpecially in the latter CcntuilCS 
"*ve pcrfoinaed them together. 

y^oitarenus. Lib. de Sacrament. a great Popifii contmms^ 
«̂Vr,teŷ  faith, that Thomas Aquinas thought that 

J "i^tcrament ought to be given to very Young 
^̂ t̂ants , becaufe they obtain more Grace and 
^'J'^°re more Glory, tvhich cuflom, faith he, tee 
a'm^'^*'' ^^'*ting upon the Authority of fo great' 

^ " " • A q . p a r t s - a - 7 3 . A r . 8 . 

'W'^""^ ' "^"^ faith, in Altai-. Damafc CMany 
fa ! ^' expedient rather in the time ef In-
^itr" Infant'j4ge is not capable of 

» whereby the efeU of the Sacrament 
- tnay 



may be bindred, and that the jintient ufe of the M I 
Church favours that Oponion. hi) 

prda jRoiti' I n the Ordo ixomanis-, An old Vopifn M i f f d , i t 
is Recorded-, that the Bifliop having feated himfelf 
in the.ChurchytheJrch-Deaconholdingthe Chryfm, 
the PrieSt preferns the Baptifed Infants with their fjf Kji 
jSlames to the Bijliop-, who dipping his Finger in the 

Scllar, 

Oyl, and Crojfmg every one in the Forehead, faith, 
J Sign thee with the Sign of the Crefs, and Confirm ^ | 
thee with the Chryfm of Salvation in the Name of V'^' 
the Father, Son and Spirit; and which Rite they J}f«"', 
fay is confirmed by the Ati of the Apoflles and ^ (0' 
opinion of the Fathers from the Scrijtures, viz. 
AsSs 8. 17. Ads 19. 6. and Heb. 6, 2. and j 
sailed Conjirmationyhccaufc the Vnity of the Church |' »f̂ ' 
was confirmedby the Bifliop, as faith Ambrofe upon j in ' . 
t[eb. 6. Haimo and Anfch Jofeph Vice comes, 
c. 30. p. 375' / 

The Council of Trent, as before decreed. That 
whofoever flioHld fay t hat Children ^mld firft give /ij-
an account of their V^^ithjsJ^rc Confirmation ^ 
fhouldhe accmfed. / (ifl'^: 

Bellarmine de Sacrament. L . C. 11. faith, r ' 
Confirmation confers greater Grace than Baptifm, f 
neither can Baptifm bcperfcHcd without it. 

And again Tom.z.mih,Confirmation is to con- ' Ijiii 
fer Grace that maketh acceptable, andto firengthen f 
the foul against the Affaults of the Devil, andto be 
enroled thereby the fcrvants of Chrifl. _ _ ,j 0 

And again in the fame 'Tom. %. That it is more V.Ji 
pcrfeBtkm Baptifm it f e l f , for whereas Baptifm hft 
may be adminifired by Ordinary Pnefts or Dea-
cons, yea even women thmfelvss mcafe of necefity, S j 
this is not to be perfarmed bm by the holy hmds of A ,il j 

M 



o f E n g l a n d ; 

. The Church of Eag/<i«^, though they Inp off of 
'*jiy of the Ancient and Pofif} Supriimons. Engl,; 
a Ccrcffifl«ifj herein i yet do they retain the 

b.J"S' ' ^ i ^ . ConfirmatioH after Baptifin by a 
J««p onely, and the Subjcdls, viz. Baptised 
"^Idrut^ able to fay their Citcchifin, accor-
'"g to the Decrees of the Council of Cen-

'̂̂ ^ Galican Councils before-raenti-
"̂icd. The iPiba/e Kz"/e ««'^CmOTo?;y thereof, 

['"^ what appertains thereto, you have ac 
|:̂ 8e in the Engl. Liturgy, in the JLtibrick,; the 
J'̂ ttatice whereof you may pleafe to take as tol-

O r d e r o f C o n f i r m a t i o n 

L a y i n g o n o f H a n d s u p o n C h i l -

^ l e n B a p t i z e d , a n d a b l e t o r e n -

<^eran A c c o u n t o f t h e i r F a i t h ac -

*^ording t o t h e Catechifni* 

the end that Confirmation r»jy he admi" 
'(^- "'^''^dtothe more edifying ef i'ttch as/hall 
\^U^ " ^ '^'^'^"rding to St. Paul's D^Sriwe, who 
^^"^th that all things jhauld he done in the 

edification 4 the fame ) it w 
Ivt goad that mm hereafter fliall be confim-



18 a C i ' e a t i f e o f l a p t i t s o n o f I j a n i i s , ' 
td, hufuch AS can fay in their Mothcr-T,nme i ) 
the Articles of the Fatth, the Lords Prayer and^ 
the Ten Commandments, and can alfo anfmr u 
fich Qiitflions of the fwrt Catechifm as the £i. 
fliop ( orjHch as he fliall appoint ) fhaU. hy his dif- t 
trction Off ofe him; and this Order is rnofi conX 
venient to be ebferved, for divers ConfdcratiX ' 

Fi r f t , Becaufe that vchen Children come to thi A 
years of Difcrction, and have learned what theitit ^ 
Codfuhers and Godmothers premifed for them i ) 
Baftifm, they may then themfelves, with their ow^'^ ii 
TKCHth-, and vrith their own confetJt, openly befor^ V 
the C hurch, rati fie and confirm the fame, and alf/fipi 
promife that by the Grace of God, they will e v e r f f f l 
tnore endeavour themfelves faithfully to obferve andl^ 
keep fitch things as they, by their own mouths anl^W 
Cor/j cjfonjhave affcnted unto. r * ; 

Secondly, Forafmuch as Confirmation is miniT t 
fired to them that are Baptized, that hy ImpofttioJ, \ 
of hands and Frayer, they may receive firength an]M r y ' - > ' " ^ J '"^''^'•'•^vcjirengthaniMi' 
defence agamfl all Temptations to Sin, and the A f f l t 
faults of the World and the DcvU, it is mefl- meeM*, 
to be mtmfircd when Children come to that Az^tW 
that partly hy the frailty of their own Fle[lj,pf,if,(\ 
ly by the Affaults of'the World and the Devil f i 
they, begin to he in danger to fall into fundryh^nd W 

. 3 . 
fage t 
ordai _ ^ ^ _̂ , 
them that were cfpcrfeEl Age ; that they being inj^ 
flruHfdin Chriffs Religion, fiwuldopenly profcf;' 
their own Faith, and promife to fac ebcdient ti 
iheWtllofGsd. \ 



^ ^ t c a t i f e o f l a t i n s o n o f l^antJ^f. 

• ^ ^ e € ) ; t D e t t t f e l f , t h i s f o l l o w 
i n g P r a y e r b e i n g l a i d , 

? A ^ v d i g D t v a n D e t ^ e t i a f t ^ 
^ t x i n g (Botiy Vot^o D a f t 

' 1 i 3 D t t c l ) ( a f e t ) t o r e g e n e ^ 
i S l ^ e t B e f e m ^ t t w m ^ 

i ^ ; * a t e t > a n o t f t e m ^ v d ^ O o f t , 
ftJ^ii l ) a f t m m u n t o t l ) e n i 
^ ; ; i ? ^ S i l ) e n e f e o f a i i t l ) t i t fiti0> 

m c ) ' | L o ; t t r , B i t ! ) t l j e t o l ^ 

# D o f t t l i e C o m f o ; t t e i : , m 

i ^ r ^ e n c t e a f e i n t f t e m m 

m ^ m t m m m o f ® a c e , m 
i f ^ P i r l t o f M i s ^ o o m a t i D H u j 

r ^ ^ f t a n u m g , t D e s p i r i t o f 

i ^ : ? U t t c e i a n D &^omv i m n m 
. o e s p i r i t o f U n o t m c o g e a n i s 

^ J ^ e d B J o u i m e f s f , a n D fill t f t e m , 
' & Xoitiy m t f ^ t l ) t S p i r i t o f 

f v V l & O l ^ j F e a t j A m e n . 

B 2 T h e r t 



a %mt\U o f l a v i n s o i t o f i jant i !? . S ( 

k 
Then fliall thcBifhop lay his band upon every'i 

Child fiver ally, faying, r | |^i 

DC f e u t i , % m y m i i ^ ' 

i p m m ^ t l j a t D e m a v r t 
t o u t i i m e t f t i t t t f o ? e l j e r , a n t i r ' 
t f a i i p e n c r e a f e i t i t l ) i > i ^ o l p 

^ p i i i t m o j e a i t D m o ? e , u u t i i i ] ^ ' 
fte c o m e i n t o t i j p e l ^ e r l a f t i n s i f ^ , 
B i n g D o m , A m e n . , V 

Then flull the Eifiiop fay; Fp|l 

A% m m v a i i D e t j e t i a f t i ^ ^ 
i n g 0 o D , B l ) i t l ) m a i i t t l r / ^ 
U iS D o t l ) t o a n D to^ 

DO t l j o f e t U m g s : t f t a t De m ^ A . \ 
a n t J a c c e p t a b l e u n t o t l j p i Q B a ^ l * 
j e f t p > i D e n i a l t e o u r \y\xm^\¥ 
D i e f i i p p l i c a t i o u s u n t o t l i e c i i 
U i t \ ) t h C l j i l D ^ e u , u p o u T f 
i D l j o m , a f t e r t l j e e ; c a m p l e o r ^ 
t l j e l ^ o s p : ^ p o f t i e s ^ > m I j a b e i ^ 
\ m o u r i j a n i C i ^ > t o c e r t i f i e 

i 



C r e a t i f e o f l a d i n g o n o f I?antJ2f. 

" ^ f e t o m m m m > l e t m 

l i j W e r l ^ i ^ a n o , i l J e b e f e e c l j 
.̂ f p e ^ > i J t o t ) e t t l j e m , l e t t j ^ 

i l g ^ ' l p S p i r i t t u t De i D t t l j 
tl p ^ « i > a n d f 0 l e a D t l j e m in t l ) e 

i f ^ o i b i c D g e a n D o U e D i e n c e o f 
' ' 9 V < i i m o ? D , t D a t in t l ) e e n o t l ) e i > 

» o b t a i n t l j e c D e r i a f t m g 
m o u Q f ^ o u r ^ O ; D 3 l e ^ 

N > I L D I J O VDitl) t l j e e a n o t i j e 
( i 5 l ) o f t , l i i 3 e t l ) a n t ) t r e t g n j 

t l )> o n e m ^ , m m x v i m n t 
A m e n . 

Then the Bidiop (hi l l i ' / ^ / the Children; 
faying, 

,„ T h e B l e f f m g o f G o d A l m i g b -

f J'> the Father, Son and Holy 

he upon you and remain 

^ ' ^ ^ yoH f o r ever and e v e r , 

Aftet 



33 a c c e a t i f e o f l a p i n g o n o f i j a n t i g , i f j 

'oil' 
6^' 

After arc added thcfe Dircdlions relating to 
CopfirmatioTi, viz. 

That the C;<mff of every Parijl,, or fom/.^ 
ether at his appointment-, fiiall diligently on Sun4 < 
aUys and Holy-days half an hour before Even/^^fi, 
ing-Prayer, openly in the Church, inflruH: ana'i*' 
examine fo many Children of hu Parifhfent un-Fi 
to him, as the time will ferve, and as he flta^t'^* 
think, convenient > in fume part of this Cate-
(bifm. •f(j(i<^^ 

And all Fathers, Mothers, Mafiers and Dame. 
fhall caufe their Children, Servants and Apprenti-^. Ih 
CCS (which have not learned their Catechifm ) r,,. u 
come to the Church at the time appointed, and obediA^\ 
entlyto hear and be ordered by the Curate, unti)f I 

fuch time as they have learned all that is here apAt 
pointed for them to learn; and whenfoever the Bi-" 
fhop fliall give knowledge for Children to be broughUt, 
before him to any convenient place for their Confir^£i 
tnation, then fhall the Curate of every Parifl!,., 
either bring or fend in writing the Names of alf\i 
thofe Children of his Parifh which can fay the Ar-:^^ 
tides of the Faith, the Lord's Prayer, and tha^h 
Ten Commandments; and alfo how many of them', \ 
cananfwer tothe other J^uefiiens contained in thjjf 
Catechifm. 'J' 

And there (hall nofte be admitted to the Holy Com-f. 
mmion until fuch time as he can fay the Catechifm jir 
md be confirmed. V'' 

D r . , 



5 ^ C r e a t i f e Of l a v m s c t i o f I ) a i i t i 0 . 23 
Eir. Cave, in his late Primitive Chriliia»ity,T>r,CiVel 

JJon the Subjea, faith of our Englip Confir
mation, That almoji exaUly according to the 
jmitiveufage^ it is jiill retained and prmifed 
^^°",T Church at this day; and happy were it far 
^» were it k^pt up in its due power and vigour : 
ptre I am that ntiny of our chiefeli Breaches and 
^ontrovtrfies in Religion, do, if not wholly, in 
" Sftat meafure, owe their Birth and Rife to the 
'i^S'ffl andcontswpt of this excellent Vfage of the 

Concerning whicU Rite, as ufed by the Church 
^^^ngland.weobfcrvc, 

The W^Wf given f t , via. Confirmation. 
, 2. The SubieSs, viz. Children Baptized m 

''^^ir Infancies, that are taught their Ca.ecbifm, 
'̂̂ d are able to fay the Creed, Lords Prayer, 

=i«d Tc^ Commandments in the EugHfl^ Tongue. 
, .3 - The AdmiHiiirators,iB (hop oi\c]Y, f " ^ 
'"•^reforc the Ceremony was.fo vulgarly called 

The r orce and imnnct,3'-'expref/db^ the 
"'ftop's putting the hand upon the Head ol 
"•h*-' Children, and faying that Form of words 
•^'rcacd. 

5. T h e £ W / , asdeclired,-i>i2:. i .Tocn: i f i rm 
•^I^tints Bapdzcd, and the Promife of the Sure 

niadc for them therein. 2- To give the 
for the cncreale of Grace, and atcngth 

^giinlt Temptations, 3 To conjirm the V^ ty 
*nd Order of the Church, and orderly to admit 
fnetn therein. 

The Time when adminiftted j betwixt 
" - thcit B 4 



a C r c a f i f e o f l a d i n g o n o f l)antjg5, '/\ 
their Bsptifm and the Supper, aflbon as thcv / ' 
can fay their Cifechifm. ' ijA 

7. The CrotfWx upon which they a f f c r r - r ^ 
f iz , . The V[age of the vi^fwwt ^/-'«rei&,Decrccrr ^ 
of Councils, Apoftles Pradice, j f " 

Performed by them wi th very little Keve. f \ \ 
rettce 01 Caution, either how or upon whomV 
they d o i t , faith Mt. Hatimer and M r . |. 

Mr . f t o w e r , p, 42. Though they deem i t 
to be of foiiie iveight and confequence, yet as; ^ 
ufedhy them, it is little lefsthan ridiculous 
nicer vain and empty Ceremony 4 or C as the ^ 
Saxm-ConfifioH terms the Romifh Sacrament of 
Confirmation ) Inanis Vmbra, an Em/?/;; S^ ,̂. 
dotv ; and Ihmmius, a vain Inventian ef Suier- W 
ftitious men. ^ -'j'jiJ) 

Mr . Baxter, In his Book Of ConfirmationJ^" 
p. 1 55. faith,2'o his knowledgeit was done by tbe'/]t 
beflofthetn in a carelefs hitdling rpay, mumbling JL 
oner a feao gormal Prayers upou perfons tbat fl'i 
they huewnot whether they were Chriliians o r / 
Infidels, or that they did(o much as k^tow there&'^''\ 
vpas a God. \P 

k 
In the Fifth place. We come to give yon 

an Account how this Rite hath been ̂ girted\< . 
and pleaded by fomc, both of the Jndcpen-
dent and Presbyterian Perfwafion -, fo efpecialiy!/" 
by Mr . Jonathan Hanmer, in his Book called i / l 
Confirmation the Ancient vsay <f c^mpleating '\> 
Church\ Members : Written wi th great applaufe / / 
in the year 1657, And Mr. Baxter, in con-
firmation thereof, in his Book called Co«^y_ LJ'I 
itnation and Redoration tht mctjfary means of Re 



^ C r e a t i f e o f l a d i n g o n o f IjanUi?* 
fortKaiion and Rtconcilation: Who do there-
'n undertake to prove the nccclTuy of, Confirm 
'^ttion, a laying on of the hands of the Fret-
h^try for the confirming and comfUating In-
'^»ts-Baptifm,pcx(c6t'wgthchChttrcb mtmber-
^JP upon their trofeftou and ConfeffOH of 
' a i t h , and which they endeavour to make 
good by this fivefold Argument. 
^ I . By Scrihiure. 2. By the Tejlimony ef 
f'^thers. ^. ISY Councils. 4. By the fudg-
'^ent and VraUice of the WMcrtfes. 5-
'he Judgment of many of the 

I . As to Scripture. 

, The main Scriptun he infifts on to prove 
Confirmation by ( and which as modcft-

'yjaid, is z probable ground for the fame ) «* 
'fiat of Heb 6. 2. ^Hd laying o^f ^ T f . ' 
^herc, as urged, i t is made one of the Pn«c»: 

of the -DolrineofChrifi. ^here, 
1. Its Vlace is to be taken notice ot being 

«icxt after Baptifm, and as i t were, an ^pp*-
thereof, and for the moft part immediate-

ly following it in fuch Adult as were baptized, 
and ihc next Privilcdgc in the Church as luch 
"did enjoy who were i<»<iae«^i« •^"Z'*"'̂ )'' 

2, Becaufe the bcft Interpreters do ufually 
<3tidcr(land this of one or more of the three 
^^rticulars that Impofitionof hands hath te^ 
lationfcwz.. 
^ I- O l (he extraordinary Gifts of the Holy 
Ghofl, which was confcrr'd at firft upon many 
>icw Conucris by the laying on of the Apoflles 
Viands, ^c7x 8.17,19. Of 



16 a ' C r c a t i f c o f l a y i n g o n o f \m\^%^ f,, j 
2. o f the Officers of the Church who were V'" 

ordained and l i t apart unto their Offices by 
Praycrand Impofition of hands. This Parens in |v , 

iHitiata erat DoUrina deDonit Spiri. 
tualibfts (JHtHiJierio Eeclefi^.^ U was an In* , / f 
i t ial Dodtrinc concerning Spiritual Gifts and , 

mfterittintotMtnitttelligitur. jV' 
3, Of */E»<Co«/ir»Mj*»ff«offuchwhohad been ti^^^'' 

Baptized, who before the Church made a Fro- jflit^' 
fejjion of Faith, the yf{/«/» before Baptifm, the of'̂ !̂ 
Baptised [nfant before Confirmation. So P//ca- '(^'''^ 
*ur, 23ft*, Rizje*, DjQors of Leyden, Anfelm, /'LI 
Calvin, Hyperius, Illyricus, M r . Deering upon '^l^ i 
jfhc place. By thcfe and other Expofitors, i t 
is faid, is this place of Scripture underftood, in o 
pir ta t leaf t , of Impoftion of Hands in Confir- ji 
na t ion» which therefore in their apprehcnfii - / ' ^ j , 
on, is warranted by i t , as a DoHrine Funda^ • j / ^ , , 
mental that ought to be bjtojvn ly all, and a thing ^t/'ij 
pra&ifed by. And taking its Rife from the Apa» ,1'''^ 
flUs. A n d , - ^ 

z.nyWr I I . That it was alfo an Apoftolical Pradlicc ^^/-i^ 
may of received by the Church in after-Ages, Caffati.. 
Fujtb. ^^j. ( Learned Papid, and fo well vcrs'd 

in the Ancients, even to Miracle j tells us, 
Semper in Ecclefia religiafif[tme obftrvatum fuif-
fi, To have been always moft religioufly ob. 
(crvcd in the Church ; and therefore have you '^f 
an Account thereof from many of the Fathers, 
viz, Viouyf. Areopjg, Clem. Roman. Jufiin 
Martyr's Rtfponfis, lertuUian, Cyprian, Am. 

broft; 
i 



^ C m t i f e o f l a p i n g o n o f l ) a n U 0 . a / 
Jerom, &c. Which being all bcfoic 

wntioncd, we need not repeat. Andj 

H I . The Decrees of Cowwci//, confirming 5. pj^. 
v-onhmation to have been m-Ancient znd Ge-councils' 
*''ral Practice in. the Churches of Chr i f t ; of 
j^'nich two only are mentioned, viz,. The Laod. 
before recited, about the year 300 , and the 
*-ouncilof EliberU in Spai>t/m^O<^, And, 

I V . By the Judgment and Pradife of the j^.wald. 
'faldenfesj who received i t as an Apoftolical Frattice. 
J^ftitution, as appears by their Apology and 
^onfeffion of f a i t h exhibited to Vladiflsus K . 
of Hungary, Anno 1504. tvitnefingto Infants-
^'ptifm, and their Cmfirmation after, upon 
their Perfonal Conffftm-, which he mentions 
»t large out of the fame Apology, And, 

V. From the compliance of the fucccding Y'^omti 
Reformed Churches-, amongft whom the<̂ *'-
Church of England is mentioned as one, who 
*Qok much of the Order of Confirmation ( as 

faith ) from that of the midenfes i part 
^hereof he repeats; efpccially the Concluh-

that debars any from the Holy Communion, 
that ofere not confirmed-^ and adds thereto the, 
^od fvijhesthat Hommius, Calvin, theLeyd. 
P»ofcirors,ei^c. that thisBufinefs ofConfirmatioit. 

drained from Antichri^ian Mixtures, both 
1^ *o Name, Nature, Matter, Form, Kdmini-
firaior and SubjeCt a fo. the Romifh Church 
"Confirming Children in the^r Infancies. 

I n 



28 <a C r e a t i f c o f l a i n n g o n o f I j a n t j ^ . 
I n wliofc Hy/ifl/Ae/ij we have firft 

I The N jwe they give this Rite j namely 
Confirmation. 2. The Subjetii, Adult Per-
ibns, all baptized in Infancy. 5. The 

• . i . , mittifirators viz. The Presbytery-Eldctfiiip" 
4. The Viz;,. T o confirm Bipciftn, give Jc** 
the Spirit; and orderly to admit into the to^ 
Church, 5. The Time when to be admini- i 
flred, viz. Betwixt Baptifm and the Lard't 
Supper, when they give an Account of their 
Fa i th , and defire Church Communion. 
6. The Grounds upon which they afl l r t i f . ' 
viz.i. Spiritual i efpecially from Heb. 6. 2. 
2^ The Sayings of the ^«cie«f/ , and Decrees 
cf Councils, confirming it to be an Apoftolicat 
Pradice. 7. The Vfage and Pra<aiceof the 
Ancient and Modern Churches, tfpccially 
that of the Famous Waldmfes. 

6.y^ti- Jht Vfage of fcveral Baptized Churches 
clwrchis ill the Nation. 

7o. Grip.- SilCthly and laftly, Wc come to give you an 
iv^kidn Account how that this Rice of Ltying on of 
rlcran- Hi»ds hath been ajferted ^ndpraaifed^by fc-
tba'M. ycizXBi^t'tztd CoHgregtiions, who have by 

their ^r'i'i^^J'miintaMied and defended, that 
Laying on of Hands upon all Baptized Belies 
vers, is an Ordintnce ot Jcfus Chrift, eflcnti-

nectjfiry to ChnrchfeUorvfhip and Commu
nion, znd that none arc to be ^i/wiife^ tothe 

'• Lord's Supper without it • and which they 
endeavour to make good, efpecially from Heb. 
6. 2. Which they conclude to be a Laying on 
£>,f Hands upon all Baptized Believers. 

I Bccaufc 



^ t : v e a t i f e o f l a p m g o n o f totJ0. 29 
V Becaufe i t is reckoned amongft xhcFcm-

^fton-Prtftcifles, Doarrines and Oracles o f 
^od. And, 2. Becaufe they/jwi/ the Church 
Eft^ r " ' ' " ' ' ' ^' ^7- '•'^ Church of 

(̂ ẑ f prae?i/e accordingly immediately 
[ter Baptifm, which there/ore they do con

clude was both Chrift's Precept and the Prrf-
"'ce of all the Churches in the New Tejla. 

Amongft whom rcfpeaing this Praftice; 
wc obferve, 

. !• The Name they give this Rite, viz,. Laj- Name, 
'"gonsf Hands. 

2- The Subjeas, viz. Jll Bapijed BelieverSy SubjeS. 
and Women. 

p 3- The yldminiftrators viz, The Elders or _^j^i„ 
^retbyters. 
- 4- The End, for the promifcd Spirit to con-
«tm the Baptized, and orderly to admit mta 

Church. 
.5> The Timeox Order in which this Is ad- ^- .̂̂ ^ 

•^'niihed ^ betwixt B^z/'/i/w and the Supper, 
*^fprefently after the Principal 

^ - The principal Grc?<««i upon which they Q^^^^^^ 
^ ' [ ' i t j i ^ a . The Scripture; efpecially from 

6.2. ^ £ 7 / 8 . 17. l y . 
Tu , , • r,- Wherein 
*nus have you an Account of this Rite, ^p^^ . 

"^ t only from Scriptures, but how it hath . , 
occn owmd and praaifed lincc the f i r f t times,' 
v ^ f W ^ ' ^ ' forts ; and who notwithftanding the ag 

differences among them in the Ceremonial 
part, yet do all of them/-'^mo^iifwyZy agree in 
"ic tollovving Subftantials, viz., 

*"at there is a warrantable ground to con-



g o a c r e a t i f c o f l a t i n s o n o f ' ban t ig . f , 
dude that the Hands of the Bi/hop^Elder, or 
Pre/^jj/ter (hould be iw/'o/ii/upon every Bapti- /^'i 
2ed Fetfon for the receiving of the Spirit^ or j?'* 
Confirmation, and that without i t notie ought ii\ 
to be admitted to the Lord's Supper. 

I t remains therefore in the next place, that 
we confider the faid Grounds upon which fo 
great an Ordinance is enjoined, and which wc i**'' ' 
tind (o be cither Tradition or the Scripture. ]^\c'<^ 

1. Thitof Tradition ( which is principally ,f£*' 
afferted by the firft four ) is made good either 
from the Sayings of the Ancients, and De-
crces of Councils, or the Ufage of the ancient jpf' 
Churches, ^of^ 

2. And that of Scripture, which is princi
pally urged by the two latter, is cfpecially 
f r o m H e i . 6. 2. compared,Ad?. 8. 17. & 19,6. 
which wc (hall examine difiinUly and apart, 

rr^^iiion And firft, As to the Sayings of • the Anci -
cnts, that are (JVOKCW to make this good, we 
fhall firft c(?>i/i«/cr what they/jy about this Rite > /̂ J ^ 
and 2. O f what Cre«/i» and Awffcmty the faid f ^ 
Authors are who be produced for the fame. /^'^j 

And fitft, As to the Kite i t fclf, which they jfj'j 
would make us believe to be fo great an Ordi - ¥' 
nance of Jefus Chrif t , we find i t to be fo blaf. / 
pbemeut itid Ridiculous, thit the very mmiag ,P , 
of the Particulars thereot", may be fufficie»t to f u 
dctedl the fvlly and Iwpie/j; thereof to all 
difccrning Chriftians. Whether rcfpccfting , r 
the Name, which (hey call Chryfne; Vndiion, f 
f erfcUioM, Cenfirmation, of which the .Sctif-
turc is fo much a ftranger? or the Nature^ 



, ^ C c e a t i f e o f t a p i n g o n o f i j a n t j ^ v 31 
ci J^hich tnuft be by puting the Sign of the 
(I' J:«^ors wi th a £i/?)e/>'x greas'd Finger, in the 

forehead of the Confirmed, vixth thefe words 
^lafphemy, I fiv^n thee with the Sign of the 

^ / • " / j , awfi? Cfcry/jw of Salvation, in 
.^^Name of the Father, Son and Spirit, the 
* 3»ty being in a white Garment, his Head 
Jound wi th Linnen, his Hair cut, and atten* 

wi th G^^i/rfl/or Sureties. And th i j i s that 
J''^'ch thefcvcral fore-cited Popes and Fathers 
*iave reported to be Jpofiolical ; and the fcvc-

Councils have by theit Canons and Vecrees 
^'termincd and cnjoyncd as the great Sacra-

of Confirmation, and fo tranfcendent al-
to Baptifm i t fclf i and which without d i -

C we muft believe; was fo much the 
i''»tme»t and Praaice of Chrift and the j^p^-

and as yet pradifed accordingly by the 
Church of Rome to this day. ^ rhatHoBm^ 
. Concerning which Hommius fells us, i^<»t" 

Wet "M/J; unknown 
and conttzxy to the Scrtp' 

'"'['T, -̂wt blafphemoHS and Idolatrous, ff^e 
'"'^^n Invention of fttperfiitious men. 

And nienm, upon their l i f t ing i t above Ĵ ^̂ '̂"̂  
^'"Mm^andconftnitigit only Bi#<'p*-f hand, 
'^ ' th, T;E,̂ f tfcgy TO^j^p an Excrement of yinti-
'^y^fo much more excellent than the Sacrament 

Oniji, by hon> much they make a Bijhop eK-
« commm Priefi, or an ordinary perfon. Syn-

'^6 Par* 2.C. 58 .5 .15 . 
And Amefius fikh, The Keafons given hy the Amij-

^'^Pifisfor the fame, are both empty and impi' 
Eel. Enervat. c. 4. , And notably Mr. Calvin, I n Prcf ante Gate- cdvm, 

'•"f- inter Opufcul, I hat tepnd meafure they 
h.ive 



33 a C r c a t i f e o f l a d i n g o n o f lyaim: f^^' 
havtytleeki this AdulttroHS Confirmatian Ul^an ('"̂ u 
Harlot y with great fplendor of Ceremonies, and if l 
many -pompous Gauderies-^ moreover, while they \ '% 
will adorn it, they do it with execrable Blifphe- (^"jt 
mies, boaftingtbat it isa Sacrament more rvot" lf\\ 
iby than Baptifm, and calling them half-Chri- i"^ { 
ftians, whoever have not been befmear'd with 
theirflinkjng Oyl; but in the mtan while their f \ 

, whole adion contains nothingelfe but Uijirionical i*^'o 
Geftures, or rather wanton ApifJ-j Plays without i^^ i 
any Art or emulation, Scc^ s> 

%, Whit Secondly, from the Atttborities themfclvcsii' < 
*^;£irj4«-urged in proof hereof J concerning whom, wci^''^, 
tborities^miy Co well fay, as is the Dolh-ine, foarc r h e f ^ i 

DaUors, vlz,> Thofc that arc tirl l cited to de l i - fy t 
ver the fanac, the very naming of whom, may ii 
bfcfufficient to dctcdt the Cheat, wc having (''j / 
already by fubflautial evidence proved, that all 
thofe fitit recited Authorities, t/iz.. D i w i j / . / f j 
reopag. Clem. 4. Ep. Juilin Martyrs Rejponf. flu^ 
Byginus Decree, and the Decretal Epijilet of fufi 
thoCcfirfl Popes, to have been Impious Lies and L « 
Forgeries, things that in after-Ages, by the ' y ' 
Kife of the Myjiery of Iniquity, were feigned 
and invented by fome Monkj and Friers, and 'Lii' 
put upon thofe men of Name of the firft r^J 
Ages, the better to countenance thofc v4nti- Lia 
chriftian Impieties that were to be impofed i ' j f 
upon the World, for Apofiolicl^ ; for by fuch 'f r£' 
Lies and Forgeries, did the man of (in afcend fjfli 
the Throne. And is there not good ground i^ii^ 
think you, tofufpc<3: thc.'jurtice and Tru th '.(lif 
of that caufe, that cannot otherwife be de-
fended nor miintaincd, but by fuborned W i t -
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no 

^ C r e a t i f c o f l a p i n s o n o f l)anD0* 
j^fffcs, ind 7C«igjf»t, of the F<*/> ; for "PO" 
"'^ftcr Authority have they imp''»̂ "'̂ <l 
^hich they call the S^crtd Rite ol Confirmcti-

lyfrnti-Bapifm Exorcifm, and a 
''^dicHlm Ceremonies more, which they would 
f^^j>»ade us to believe were. 

poftolical, though 
»s to this of Contirmatlon; {omc of themfd vcs 

conftramed to acknowledge, «f<= ^i^^^^A^ Kivct. 

*ov- r o ^ . 2 Yet (b intoxicated with the 
Chores Cup were all thcfe Coftnfs^ upon no 
^^tfcr grounds to decree i t , and all thefe after-

!\^fferc and plead it for Ordinance nt Chrift. 
^hich was not onely fo contrary to the Ser.p-

but fo blalphemous and ridiculous, as 
••^forc. . . . . 
, And i f i t had htmznJfodoUcanradiUoft 

. / ; i > u a > f t t h , . , as the fi.it Counci s decretd, 
f i ^ the Fathers and others p r . d r i M ^^t 
/ j hundred years, as a Baprifmil Rue, .to 
•'' performed ai one and the fame time with 

^'*Ptirm, whether upon Infants or AJult , and 
^ whom alfo as pe«u a: and complcat ' .hril t i-
7 ' they gave the Euchanfti how came the 
f^r-Counci:! to be fo bald, to alter and change 
Jfrorn Infmcy to tiie Alult Oate, putting i t 
JfOa them onely for fo many Agts ; and the 
M>urchof Zlme afterwards to -*U,c;r and change 
'again, returning it to its firiA p aclice, Ican-

upon the Validi.ty of thof • fitft ..At^tbort-
J'^j concerning whom, though i t i s n o w o t i -
'-'^ th i t they fliould hold faft fuch impions-

http://fi.it


3 <v d e a f i f t o f l a y i n g o n o f t i a n t i i j . 3 ̂  
Forgciics, and have lecou'rfe to fuch lying Pa- Pi 
hies, to maintain i f , yet it is matter of admi-
.ration,to find our ?r^*i/frfj;*-Writers and Chur- f ' 
ches to fiy to thcfe Auibnrities, hoth Fathers if 
and CvuMcils, to create fomc colourable prc-j^'fi 
rencc for Confirmation ? ^ jW , 

ob]caioit But what do you fay to the ftaaiee of thcr 
as'totht^ JVaUenfian Church i to whom you have afcri- j / ' ' ' ' 
ivddinj. bed fo niucli Aitthenticknej'i /" Who, as you cb-f''', 
di/ircb. j - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^^^ p^j ,̂̂  ^^^jy WitntlTes for Truth ; 3iSi''\ 

well as eminent oppofers of the Romijh Churchff''' 
'in all their Fopperies who y t t , as it appear-/]!''̂  
cth, have alfcrtcd and pradtifed Confirmation^! " , 
as you have at large in the forecitcd Apologyf'u 
to ¥^\n^ Lavdifljlis, Kmg oi Hungary andBff-f"' / 
hernia. -ij?!), 

ji„fif. To which I f j y , That i t is moft manife^^i^'' 
as 1 have already dcmonftratcd that that.<^^o4 |f( 
logy was not from the lyaldtnfes,zs the Pream-jl''',( 
bic it declares ••, but from fomc of thofc/'jiJ 
TroftlTors diftinguifl^d by the name Hjrj7?tej ,1''jj, 
who held much w i t h thofe cf the Reformed'jd 
Way in Germany: and not the Tahorites otf^^(c 
Ifal/ienfi -in Brethren, who alfo inhabited in Bo'^'^^i 
hemit, and other parts of Germany, Poland, in(l^<^^ i 
Hitn-yary. And that thofc true Waldenjes wcrc^'j) 
< f a quire contrary Qpmion, appears by thc i / j , j 
Ancient C )nf< (lions of Faith j an cmintnff n'/j 
Jnltancc whereof you'l find in their Trca t i f J j ] 
of Sacraments, in Paul Perin, p. 3251. and irl'V, 
MorUnd's Hijiory, p. 175. in thcls WOrds|' 
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f\l\-'^/f"^ SacranttHt of Confirmathn, vphich 
'̂ ''' n*; inptuted either by Cfjrili or his A~ 

i /or C(bri/f, the Pattern of all hi, Church, 
« Hot confirmed in his terjon, and he doth mt 

^^?«ire that there Jhould be anj fuch thing in 
^"^'^fm, but ondy pure Wdter; and that fuch a ' 
.['^''^ent is not found needful f r Salvation % 
•/"j'hGod is blafphemed, and nhich w.ff it* 
°duced by the VeviiS inliig^tion, tefeduce the 

and to deprive them of the Faith of the 
^^'^^ch and that by fucb means they might be , 
^'^nthe m*re to believe the Ceremonies, and the 

'^Sityof Eifhops 
is alfo ,o be takca notice of, ^b^'J^^^^f^f^J^!;; 

in his Apology, giving an Account of ^ i j ^ ^ ^ 
J ̂  fai th and pradicc of the Churches in tliolc hjsj^ologr-

to ^„,o„iiis Fins, takes not the lead notice 
^<^"f, though he recounts all their Services 
Ĵ J Ceremonies in WoiOiip with great Plain-

|(;* If is alfo not unworthy our obfervafion. th i t m^tians. 
Jif p ^ovatidns, that worthy famous Church and 
m fo/'/e, did, as fofeph Vicecomes tells us, oppofe 
f ' / ^ s Bwfinefs pf Confirmation in Century 3. 
// '^/tomes,;. 28.^.374. 
M t Aud alfo it is manndcU out of Ereervvood, the ^'^r in the 
)y i j ' n cn t Kew<^erofthc Antiquities the Gw/ ; C'-'-̂ '̂ ^̂ ''̂ -
( ' / ; '"''̂ /•'SJ, that the Greel{S d\d impugn ind ti-
iJlf^ tUitofConfirmatim. Bt p.127. out o f F j f . 
'V tĥ  ' ^ " M - p. 40- And particularly tells uS 
n.^^ the Nejiorians did not pradife i t .p . 124. N^prians. 

(̂f U ' la t the Abyjlines inhabiting Prefler John's Abyffhiis. i 
Lountrcy, did not rraitlfe i t , Br, p. i 6 ^ . 

"f""- Hiji, JEtbioP, 5. 
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Mufcov. And that the A'/K/co»»fi-omit i t , B'-.f. 136. / 

F-.X jo.Metrap. Knff in EpilK ad Epifc. Kom. f 
apiid O: Reb, Mufc p. 31 . 

C„p]jti And :h,ir -Jure is no mention either of the 
nor 'jaco- Cophti iu e^y,'. ' r Jacobites in ^ j r i a , that ever / 
i i / e / , pratftiftd this Rue, |, 

I t is alfo 11 a'.iittd out of the Cmftfjions of f)/' 
Faith of the Ldgic]^ Churches, efttcming them-j||) 
fclves the true and imm -di ite SiecccJJors of thc îii!'' 
I'FaUenfes-^ recorded at large in the Dutch^^^ 
Martyrol, vv Bloody Ibeater, Printed in 1660.(̂ 4" 
T h u there is no m-uMon of any fuch pra£ficejf(|"' 
as Impofition of Hands upon all b ipt i icd pcr-,(ii' 
fons amongrt them cither tormctly or lat-|i5'̂  
t t i l y . > 

"Xlje In the next place wc (h (11 confidcr the Scrip-jftf" 
Scr(>'«' ' ' ture-ground t h i t is urged and produced n^'^'' 
GroHHd. proof hcrccf, efpecially by the two latter 

which wc find to be principally from He^>.6.2jfi''f 
The Doctrine Bjptifm, Lying on ot Hindsjji!'^' 

lAt.Han^ iMi^nch Ti y»i;uY , which Mr . Hann er acijl'''' 
trier, knowledge-til lO be the chief ; and ( thougji(''j 

as he exprcffjth himfelf ) but aproba ^^ 
hie ground from the Scripture to fund i: uponfj'] 
being there made om of the Principles of th^^^ 
Dolirint of Chrill, and placed next after Ba/ijll'l̂  

1 as ittrerean Jppendix thereof, anfi\ 
; which for the moji part immediatdy followed' 

it infuch Adult as were baptized, and the yte}i^^^\ 
priviledge of the Church (he eaith ) that fiicj^^ 
did en'yty as hidbcen baftiz'^d in Infancy ar.f'-
that manyofthehejl lateri^retersdidufuallym'fV 
fhrij::uid thi-j plir.c to mem, in part at kali, jjll' 
Impofiion of flands in C*>nfirrnaiim i thuugh I 



a C t c a t i f e o f ImnQ o n o f I j a n t ^ ; 
' to mean Impo-joth confeft other J did alfo tal^e it 

Jttionef Hinds in Ordination-^ and others, the 
^hoU Dearine of hying on of hjnds, as expreji 

'he Scripture; but efpecially leans upon the 
Tradition, dnd the Vfige, and PraUice of f h 
Church inaUAe^e-s, p. 26, 27. ' • 

1. To whom, and to all of his Pe ftvafion, 
J/ay^ That i f their Infants Baptifm be -dNuU 
''*y^ which they pretend hereby efpecially to 
^onfircti, ,nd is the main defign of his^nd 
^ i f . B^Aftcr'x Treatifes i that their 
'iJ'tupoa fails to the ground; for i f thxir 
^offc^/i / 'be naught and rotten, their Thefts 
=ann«t be found that is built upon i t : f^af/f^^J^ 
'5'sfo. the foregoing Ireatije of that Subjcdt 

amply difcover; proving with greâ t 
'^learnefs, that it was an Jnvcntiojrzr^d Ini^ttj*-
"•'mof r^an, yea, of the man ofSm ; calcuL-
'^donpurporctooutCh.if ts B ip t . fm. and o 
-^^file his Church i and this appeaung to be 
« f ' h e fame Piece, contrived and ordered by 
fhe fame Heads and Hands it is meet, that 
2s they have l ived , fo they fcould die toge-
^fier. . V, . 
, And fecondly, Wc may conclude ratiorial-

I f Infants were capable of Baptifm, they 
'^ereas capable at the fame time, ot "••^'"S"" 

hands ( as firft infituted and pradtilcd j 
of the Supper alfo, as Juftin and others 

*ell us they had them all together, and not 
^r ' t baptize them, and then many years atter 
C and no body knows how and when ) confirm 
them . for i f one be a Foundation or bc^ir-
^ing Dpftrinc, as the other, they have dona 

and moft according to Rule and Rcafon, 
C 3 that 



38 % %%tu\{t o f l a y i n g o n o f I j a n i ) ^ V 
that have praftifcd i t immediately, and not dc W 
fcrr'd i t . . /"̂ pi 

And thirdly. Since the Scripture is, as can. ^ 
but a probable ground, and that of" T r j l 'if'! 

dition, Antiquity, and conliant Ufagc of jhc > f*'̂  
Church, the more a r ; a i« ; the Utter appear,/tff 
i i ig fo invalid upon all ihc/aregoingCoufideral 
.*WMj,that faint infinuation from that Scripture" V 
cannot be a ground/w^cie;^/ to build thatpr ' ' ' l i 

, dticc upon. . '"̂  p , 
And to which laaiy, we w i l l add M r BaxJ^''I 

ter's Sober Caufion?, enough to fhakc the con' '̂tV 
fidencc of any that have no better Ground fo^ 
thcPraarice- as wc f^nd them in/>. 127, ,28 f '̂J, 
\29 oi Confirmation: Where, after h e ' V 
had,withalIhismig.hr,endeavouredtocftiblini ' ' j ' 
i t both from Scripture arid Antiquity, doth ac- ^ C 
cording to his wonted manner, in a'few Lines V 
unfay more than he had faid in all the reft ' W 

Ji/r.Baxt. I . Tb'^t w do not find that God inftitnttd thi, 
Sign as a CMatter of Nnefity, ftiS without in^ Ql 
terruftionto he ufed i but onely that by holy men '',11 
it was apflied as a convenient Sign or Gefiure to ^ I 
the Tvurkt in ivbicb they ufedit even as lifti„„ \M 
up f f hands in Prayer, was ordinarily ufed as a fH 
fit Gejiure, not tvilJuUy to be negldied without '' (ij 
caufe, aud yet not of flat neceffity ; or as Knee I. ifni 
ing in Prayer, is ordinarily meet, but not'always 'f J-
neceffary; wc find no mors Scripture for the one '^'ft 
or for tht other : whichfhews how little Rej. f j 
fun there is'to Make it matter ef Neaffjiy. H,^ f l 
Ancient ( hurch alfo ujcdit fa varioufiy. as that ftl 
it is plain they fixed it to no one Caf e atr>He of I'L 

fih/i divers Cafes:in «?hich they impoftd hands i/» ' 

Sober can 
tions. 

iht 

i 



a C r e a t i f e e f l a d i n g o n o,f i m U - -
Catethumtns' and four times ̂ ^n the ?eniuvfi 

"nddivers others j ^s, faith hc. Joumajlfee_^n., 
Albafpinasus's Obfcrvat. p. 3 I ? ;>r7' - ' 
. 2. Wc^ndfhat fCneeling in Prayer, andlt;t-^ 
'"g »P ef hands, mre often omitted i fo rpe find^ 
'^^tforetimes thi HolyGhofiisgive:i before Bap-
f'« or Impofition of Hands, A&i^ o. ^ ^ '^ 
fi-d not that the Apofiles ufd it at aV, v .J , / 

Bap.ifm andthe Lord^s S f f f ^ r , nor^ f 
'̂ -e Roman r . remo«ia ^ 
'" ' 'crj aZ/9 are filent in it too. 

fo 

" rx alfo are filent in it too. ^fJ-^'Gafpel 

^''^''^ /o great afirefs on ''^"^^ ; c^fpH 
^»d therefore we are not . to ^^ ^ ^^^^^^ 
'l^^yt^g mens ' i n'^ it 
Church on any Ceremonies yttn^^J^ * J : .. 
clearly (xbrefsd. ^ c.^Hf/frc for 

5. FJallth.t i h r ^ ^ f ^ ^ / f ^ r ^ ' f ^ l l Z ^ L 
Jmpofuion of Hands in Couiirmaiton ( hou^^ * ^ 
l^Lfulnef of it is pr«..^ p ¥ Vo f ) ^ ' ''^ 
VroofoftUutyofuf>ngit ' ' ^ ^ ' V ' / ' 
Ob)eliions,,sti/tJrr.u,t needs cnnfefs that the 
G''fpel^:mdernefs, andthefnfe of our ma_u* I In
firmities, and our care <f tendtr <i''f^'"l ''/r 
'^ndofthe Churches reace,fi}eHldre!hatnaU he 
Sons of Piay and Peace from mA'f'g rt a ma te, 
" f f l ^ t neceffi.y^ and forcingthem that fcrup.e to 
ftbmittoit. 

C 4 



4 0 a - C c e a t i l c Of U v m o n o f t i a n t j ^ . ^ i 
lUScrU , \Ve come in the.next place to conlid'er tK'e- W 
pure gr. Scripture-Ground'i upon which the B^wi/^j L 
«pouw"' have, aflerted rhjs-Rite, ^nd founded this p 
the Bapt.^ikoi inipoffn^ hands upon all Baptizld Be- U 
have !ieycrs ; .and (o!'iffcnttally ^ectfftry XQ Church" J" 
founded Cpnimunion, and M^hich, as octVrt, ^tiu find 'V' 
it, fp be clfptcially held forth frottV He^. 6. 12 ^ 

Though affirmed rtot with that 5ô />ze?y and j 
M?M\y ^^ tfje.other from Fro/&« î/zVy^ W 
thet'Jnfallihiliiy ', 'iVvd therefore" impoVe i t ac-̂  'Ifi" 
co^My^J^pymg F^^^^ that do b. 
not Id r£,«;i/f I t . aild ds fnmehiVe in Print a/- vic 
/erjt^/^ as neither bcin^'B^i^e/ ih Chrift, nor ha- h 
viug Communion .yvith God i as M r . Grifl?,& ' 
ji>.,his, Book,hath It, cJall'd God's Oracle^ p •ff' 
A n d the rcafoHof'this thdt'griat'confidtnc'e ri^ 
hom^his Tex j , j s , as^^ou have heard, t3.fl.f„/,^^^ 
fjrrt , .Becaule.'L^yihg o« 0 / i s reck mcd 
atijpigft the ^li^iM/iiH^xTcwci&ZM^/. And ftcond-
l y ' Becaufe they find it, as they dy^praaifed U" 
accordingly, ^d/x 8.17. .^d?/I^'; (5. V /̂ 

. To the Trid7 and Examination thereof, we ' i ' ' ' ' 
fhall therefore apply our/elves, and fee whe- '/if' 
ther theft., have difcavered 3 better Bafis to 
found this Pra(^icpupon, than thofe that have I"*"! 
gone before, • • ' I •• ,(i 

And in order fhe*eto, we ftiall in the firft / / 
phic lay down thefc two following Priwcip/e/, 
io.fully owned By rf ' mfelves, as a Line to cat' J 
ry us through the'Work, ^ 

. , I . That to every Ordinance of Chrifi there '\t^' 
snuji be fome plain pnfitive word of InlHtmion 
$0 confirm it. And neither Humane Tradition. ' 



a C r e a t i f e o f l a d i n g o n o f i ) a t tp0 . 4 ' 
i' noriif-fctcht Confequence and In crcnc6, fuch 
' as thi nnatly Volumes rfiat have been written 

from Circumcilion and Federal Holinefs toaf-
|ert Litants-Baptifm to be an Ordinance of 
Chrilt, which no ordiiiary capacity can reach, 
and only men of Parts and Abilities can trace V 
*nd follow in their Meanders. 

X '.tbiit topkmff dny'thln 'g in the mrjhipof 
God for an Ordinance of hit, vpithout an inlti' 
*Htion, isWill-irorfhipand SHperjUttoH. KuC 
how their affertions wi l l comport with the c 
honcft Protettatit PriJiCiples, wc lhall prcicntiy 
fecV 

The gr^at Text urged f b t t h e ^ 
this Ordinance,is, He^. ' * ^.^^7^L,7X u, 
^ing •Principles of C f ^ ; ; ! 
u4o to pe^eaion, not ^ - " i ^ ' ^ ^ l f ' f / l ^ ^ ^ 
datio. of Kepe,tance'frornr)eadf ork4,andJ 
Paith L J d s Gd. ' f ^ ' Y ^ ^ ' ^ V l J ^ J ^ , 
tifm^and of laying on of hands. and of ^'l^!' 
reU^H ofthimad, and of Eternal j W g -

Thisis the Text which is affirmed to be the 
great Charter of the Church for (l)>s Point ot -
t-Vuh and Pra^ice V but how tofiod the leait 
Warranty for the fame therein, we fee riot. I t tt 
was indeed faid, Let all hapfiz^ed Believers have 
hands laid upon them; with as muchpIatnnejs, 
as Let all Believers be baplized. Mat. 28 29. 
^^s 10. 48. Or, Let all B ^ / " V ^ Believers cat 
^hc Lords Supper, 1 Cor. I I .2 4-AiSs 2 4I ,+2. 
}} Wisfomething to the purpofc. 



4 2 a C r e a t i f c o f l a y i n g o n o f I j a n t i s . V' 
Objta, But is i t not reckoned amongd the Princi-

pies. Foundation, Dpatrine and Oracles of V 
God ? ^^iii' 

^ w / i f . I . I t i i very true, the Doi?ri«e of hying on 
of hands is here reckoned amongd the rrimi. 
fes of theDodrinc of Chrilf f or his be^-ln-
ning-teachuift,s) i but then it muft be fuppofed 
to be fuch a laying on of hand? as was fom f 
where taught znd praaifed. But fuch a laying 
onof hands upon ail Baptized Be/»fz/ir/, vve 
find no where taught 01 PraUifed, Jcfus Chrift Q ^ 
our great Eximple ( as the ff'aldenfes fo well Iw 
obftrve ; had no hands laid upon him by Joh>t 
Bip t i f t after he baptized him ; neither did he 
flay hands upon all his JOifcipUs before they / , 
brokepread.^'neither did he give one word of y 
it in his C jmmifllon upon his Afctntion , nor f ' 
do we read that thi i Church ot the Hthrea>t rf'''' 
pra(a.ired any fuch thing v for there is no men- f 
tion thatthe i2p ^'Ji^<>^K<^/folaid upon them-
nor the 3000 in Chap. 2. or 5000 m Chip / 5"' 
after ihcir i^aptifin, before they broke Bread : [|i<' 
Neitherdo we find the leafi oixt in any other J)'' 
of the Churchesin the New Tcftamcnt; nei- }>" 
tbcr in Samaria, by Philip, after he baptized (if' 
them,noi Corinth,' Philppi, Colofs, Tbegalo. 
il ea, Rome, the Churches of Galatia, Churhis 
tnAfta, Smirna, Tbyati'ra, Pergamus, Sardis, /' 
Philadelphia, no, nor in Ephejus : I t is true, d\ 
PjwHaid hands upon twelve of their'number, 
upon another occafion, as Peter and "john did 
in Samaria; whereof you have an Account j\ 
hereafter nor in the Churches in Syria, An- .f ' 
iioch^ Ly-jira, Verbe^ Qcc^ I; 

B j t 



a C r e a t i f e o f t a p i n g o n o f I jan 'oj j* 43 
But why (hould laying on of hands be rec-Oi/>fif. 

Koncd amongft the beginning-Principles, and 
«iled the Doatrine of Laytngon of handS/if 
' twas not to be pradifed by all? for nakt 
doubts but laying on of hands was a PraSice^ 
*nd this?rdffjce was to be t*H^ht to all Bafti-
^'d Believers i yea, the Babes in Chrift i and 
Ihcrdorc muft i t needs be pta<a:ifcd by all . 

This, it is true, hath gon for the InftitHtitn j^^r^. 
"^d great GroM«^/upon which it hath been «r-
^^d ind impijed; but how tnach o{ Fallacy 
and Faljfjood is in this Argument, you wil l ca-
r '̂y difcern ;is though no aA done upon, or 
Praaice done by others, might b-- matter of 
jOffli-iwe or teaching to us, without being cn* 
S=>g'-d in our ownperfons to doe the fame were 
"Ot all the Miracks that Chrift and his Apo-
5 ' " did, matter of Dodtine, and much F-
^'fication 3i\d Inftru6lion from them, and yet 
•lot foir our imitation and praftice? 

But this in the Text rcfpcas fome of Oijffif. 3 
d r i f t ' s fcfgi««iMg teachings; his firft words, 
'hat is MUk^ for Babes, and can you tell us 
of any but fuch as is proper for all baptacd 
Jiabes, orncw-bapti/ed Believers? 

Yes no doubt 5 for what fay you to thofe yinftv. 
^otdsof Chrift in the Commijfton it felf, which 

I you cannot deny to be hegining-words ^ Mar. 
16. Where it is cxprcfly lz\d,That the B ip -
^^l^d Jhall in his name ca(i out Devils, Jpeak, 

uew Tongues, take up Serpents, drinl^ 
f'^foft, and not hurt them; and alfo jhaU lay 

bands 



4 4 ^ c r e a t t f e o f l a y i n g ; o n o f l ) an t i0 , 
hands ort the fick^, and they (hall recover. Ariel 
fodid the baptized Believers accordingly in 
thofc days, going out and preaching, the Lord 
working rvitb them > and confirming the Ward 
with Signs fotloveing : But is this the (landit?g 

' QrdiniHce to all baptized Believers to the 
world's end ? This was indeed that laying on 
ef hands properly called Confirmation j where
as afterwards a laying on of hands of another 

i'a\Hfc.|iature , was fo called, and introduced; fo 
|hat here you have then a laying onof hands 
amongft Chrift's firft Teachings fot Tongues, 
Healing and ^Miracles neceffary and profitable 

-̂ to be taught to aU, even the meaneft Babes, fot 
Confirmation; as Htif. 2. 3, 4. i Cor. 14.22. 
jds 8 8. Marl{i6. 20 Which yet I prtf i ir te 
none wil l fay that every Believer ought to pra» 
<*ilc. 

-^^/•jy^ 2. Secondly. I f every one of thcfe Principles i i 
Hei.5 arc fo *^/o/«'«(y to be taktn in by'.ffji&fj', 

. and without which, we are not to efteem t/;)CfK 
communicable; what do you fay to the Do-
,d:rine of Baptifms in the Text , one of the 

^, ' 'principles and Foundations of the Gofpcl > h 
is not faid the Dodlrine of Bip t i fm. MliH 
all be baptized wi th the Bajptifm of the Spirit 
and of Suffering alfo, or not to be received i n . 
to Communion 

Anf»: 3. Ax\A Vnr;diy \ -% to taJtHg tH of jjands 
mentioned^ amoiigft thefe J*ri«ci/)/" , the 
Text, as \tvaiy xeffe.Qf{ht Tayingdri^fhands 
upon the Miniihy, for thciir folemri /«y(/f;-
fare;into their Office, whether X>eiic£|/;x, Ads 6. 

Elder f 
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a c r e a t i f c o t l a r a t t g o n o f W^^^ 'J-? 
EWerx, i T i m . i . l 4 o t M # « g ' ' • ^ A 6 t ; J 4 . 
( whereby they arc let apart ^o 'raniaCt^y 
Whole Order, and in all the Ordt.a.cu J ^̂ ^̂  
HoHfe; and wherein every P"» '^" '* ' 
comis'to be concerned "Ot onely refp^^J-^^ 
the Admimiir.u">ts performed J'̂ ;""^;* ^j^ern 
nciprocd Vnty "icu'^'^^'^"; "P^" A, „,ygr them), 
towards thofe their Overfeers o fe^ 
I t becomes necclTary therefore to be / 
W « . a n d « W e r i W b y all, and t»a ^^^^ 

beginning.Teach.ngs . J^^^^S^^.f Fr . -
Member are not ' ^ ' y j J^cftlcx, 
mce thereof; for all are not ^-Jg^^^^ the 
leacbers. And it is mol ^^" ' "^f ' f 'hands , is 
D.Sn«e or Teaching o. laying '̂ ^^^^ ' , ,1 
all that is rnentioncd m this bcr P 
bapiz.ed Believers muft be ; ; > ^ | ' ^ ; / „ ; „ , f o , c 
plain; but that f j ^ " ' ^ , ; : I n h e r e to bt 
topra£tifeif , »snot here or 
found. 

B u t w h a t a o y o u f ^ y ^ ^ o ^ l ; ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ * ^ - ^ -
Ate there not two exp^^t^/ j r f ^ ' 
laying on of Hands imr»edtately f ' ; ^ \ ^ , f ^ 
as we infer from hence, ^«"<^'."/''^^ y fo 
two Textsaforefaid.give fufficient warranty 
to determine ? 

I t is true , this hath been fo rec"vedzni Jnfwi 
«.gL/ by thofe that fo prad-fc ; but how w r 
Unubly, we ftiall farther ^^^f^'-
indeed of bymg on of hands ^hc 
the spirit iu three places-, one «;hereot, 9-
i7.wasbe[ote Baptifn. , and thcf. two men_, 
t 4 c d , . f t e r^ ' fo th.t therc.sno t ^ f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 



But con« in ing thcfe two Scriptures fo 
hiuch inliltcd upon, and impofed to be the Pre-
fdent and Pattern for all Churches, and fo^ 
every Member in the Churchy let u^put them 
to t i ia l . 

As to that of Samaria, i t is faid, that fc . 
vcral being converted in that City, and bapti
zed by. Pbilip,^ who wrought many Miracles 
and continued fome time with them, as v. 13! 
yet did he not impofe hands upon any of thcin 
that wc read of. The Chtircb of Jerusalem 
hearing that Samaria had received the Word of 
God, and that the Spirit tbas fallen upon miie 
ofthcmiviz. in a vifible manner which was the 
proper phrafe attributed to thofc cxtraordmary 
meafures of the Spirit fo ircq icntly given to 
the Siints in thofe diyes,xs ^cl.io.^4,.dc i i . i 5', 
i6, 17 which fometimes did fail upon thembe-

fore Baptifm,^% Alls to. and fomeiirnes aifcr,as 
-^^7/2.1,4 3r. without/dju/g on of hands) did 
therefore fend Peter and John, who it fccms, 
\'vt:xe extraerdinarily j^xUtd by God ; fo that 

on' 

4 5 a C r e a f i f c o f l a > n n Q ; o n o f ] ^ a n t ) 0 . 
clufi'on Jo be fcfcht from the Prcfid&nts whc . 
ther before or after ; as i : wasih the matter 
6f Healing, which was given fometimcs bv ("^ 
laying on of hands, fometimes by tvords of rh 
Faith fpokcn to the Sick, fomcrimes by Pr^y / . 
«r, fotnetimcs by fending Plandl^er chiefs, fomc- fV 
times by their very Shadows ; foalfo was the 
Spirit given fometimcs by laying onof hands A-
(omctimeshy Prayer, Comcumcs by Preaching F ' 
or Prophccying, fometimes before, fometimet 'K' 
zUct Bapti/iH. ^jjlJ' 



whorhfoevcr they frayed and laid handr, the 
Spirit was vifibly, extraordinarily and immedi-
«rf(y given i ast/er, i 8 As healing to thcyJc^, 
by thofc that had that Gift alfo given by God, 
C fronn v»hom cveiy good Gift came J and who 
<'ecordingiy, 'tis faid, laid their hands upon 
them J but how many of them'tis not faid -
'urely not upon all ? for Simon by his pro-
Jjhane Offer, difcovercd he had neither recemi 
the mjdom nor Grace thereof, and hadneith^c 
lotoT Part therein, though baptized } and lo 
'tis faid they received the Spirit in fuch aman-
hct that i t was vifihle to the Spectators. 

And as to that of Epheftts, Adls i9' 6.r^itl 
i t feems, finding fomc of the Ch«rch there, 
that had not received the Spirit after they had 
• 'Uived and were baptized. viz. m that v.fible 
manner fo ufually give" >" thofc dayes, laycs 
his hands upon twelve men of their numbcr v 
C it is ro t faid all the Church ; who thereupon. 
did immediately receive the Spirit, in fuch a 
''egrce, that i t was demonftratcd by Ipeaking 
''vith Tongues and Prophecying. 

So that in neither of thcfe two pla«s ( fo 
tnuch urged for the Explanation of Heh.O-2^ 
And to be a Prefideut and Rule for us, to the 
«nd of the world ) can we find that there was 
a laying on of hands immediately after Bap-
^'fm, nor with any certainty upon all and eve-
»y Member of the Church, nor to fitch an end 
3s Can be attainable in aftcr-timcs. 

And 
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48 a C t e a t i f c o f la?>ing o n o f \)dmsi. 
A Q ^ as to that of a ' / i w . i . 6. WhtreinP<»K/ 

exhoits Timothy to ttir up the Gif t that was in 
hiiart by putting on of hisjuands, affcrccd to be a 
layin^on of hands of this kind, as urged, not 
Ordhmioft J is, 

i fiinT?! A begging, no^ proving the Qneftion. 

Secondly, I t is manifeft that Timothy had the 
hands of the Presbytery laid on h i m , which 
none doubts to be Ordination , and that Pattl 
and B^rnahOs were the Presbyters that did or
dain m thofe Churches of Afta, is very mani-
fe i t , / f f i f j -14 . 23. Wherein by God's Bliffing 
upon his Ordinance, there was a Gift received, 
and to be (Hrrcd u p i and therefore in faying, ' 
Stir up the Gift that was in him by putting ou 
of his hands, and negl td not the Gift that 
was in him, which was given by the laying 
on of the liands of the Presbytery , whereof 
Baul was one, fecms to mean one and the 
fame thing, and not two things, as urged; 
and to be no other than thofe ordinary Mini -
ftcria! Attainments, which by giving atten
dance to Reading, Meditation, Prayer, Exhor
tation and Do£lrine, was to be encreafed and 
ftirred«^. 

Therefore fince not the leafl Syllable of / « . 
fiitHtion, neither Precept nor Prefident can be 
found out fot fuch a PraUice, may we not fully 
conclude in the words of our Agreement, that ff 
for any to praSlfe any thing in the Word ef God r. 
Tpithout an Jnji.iiutionfrom the Wirdof Gad, if j 
tFili-Ro fl/'p andSuperJiition. . ^ 

But . 



^ C c c a f i f e o f t a p i n g o n o f \mi)0. 49 
, But i f this be nor the laying on of hands Obj. 6. 
intended in the Text, what is it > I f we have 
tnils'd the fence and fcope of the Apoftle, pray 
you give us a better, or let ours Hand. 

Suppofc we are not able to fell you, nor to 
be pohtive or peremptory in the Cafe, many 
things being hard and difficult to be under-
flood, which fomc that are ignorant wrc/f, ^ 
^<^- would our Ignorance warrant you, to 
•et up your Inferences and Conclufions, as 0-
racles and Ordinances, without any Evidence 
Or Authority from the word, and be thereby 
<=onhrmcd in your confident AiTcrtions ? I t 

' tnaybe enough to have evinced to you, that 
yours is not, cannot be that Ordinance of Chri/t, 
that Principle and Feundation DoClrine , fo 
confidently afTcrtcd. by you. Yet not to leave 
you in the Dark, take here my apprchenfion 
of this Text, and wherein I am perfwadcd I 
"3Ve the mind of Chrilt, viz.. 

. The Apoflle, the better to gain their A'teX' ( j . , ^ 
[^"'t to the great Doarine cf the High P> iejl- ,̂ gncd. 
^""d, tells them in the foregoing Chapttr, by 
|*^y of reproof, how dull of hearing they 
hid been in times pad, how little they had im
proved Time or Talent, what little progrcfs 
'"£y had made in Chriliianity, and what Babes 
they yet were therein, and who, ipjiead oi 
^'aring flrong meat \n Doftrine he was dcl:-
"^ering to them, they flood in more need of 

and to be taught again thofc beginning-
^^rds of God, wherein m their firit planting 
they h id been injirucled i which not A'ithftand-

D irS 



50 a S t e a t i t e o f l a d i n g o n o f \ ) anD0. i-'^ 
ing for the prefcnt he would forbear to prtfs '^i 
upon them, but go forward in his Defign. 

(if 
No t laying again the FoHndationof Repeti- f''' 

iance and Faith, the Dudtinc of Uapijmes, Cj'̂  
Laying onof Hands, KefurreUion zndjudg- "'g 
Plenty which are all the Principles that are , 
here enumerated ^ which fome call five, fome 
(ix, and fome leaven j though as to thenum- i"^^ 
ber , if they mutt be taken for all the begin-
ning-Pri/jci/p/« , I concievc we muft cither 
fuppofe them very cow|?r£i!>e«/;z/e, or elfe many 
muft be left out, as the JTCM Commandments, f'̂ ''' 
and feveral of the Inftitutions, fuch as the 
Lord's Supper, which 1 prefume w i l l go for ^ 
a bcginning»teachiDg as Well as Baptifm. c' 

Therefore we muft fuppofe that Repentance I ' ' ! , 
and Faith muft coiriprehend all both the iVi;- 1*1, 
gativt and PofitivC part of Holincfs j thofe of i 
jgfjpti/wej" and Laying on of Hands, the Jn^i-
tutions, Priviledgcs and Orders in the Church 
of G©d ; Kefurrt^ionznd Judgment,xhe whole 
of our Hope and Happintfs for the time to f '^^ 
come; and particularly that Dotirine of lay-
ing on of hands, to contain not only thofe r 
laying on of hands by which the iniraculous . 
Healings and fpiritual Gifts were attained for 
confirmation of the Gofpel, but thofe laying 
on of hands for the inveftiturcof the Church- (f^ 
Officers, who were to tranfad the whole order p£j 
of God's Houfe, for the edification of each 
Member and therefore nccclTiry to be taught jlf. 
to every one. And this is that, which amongft 
she rc/f they had need t«>bc taught, and might 
i , . have 



^ C r e a t i f c o f l a v i n s o n o f IjantD&v 5 1 
have been teachers of themfclves i viz. what 
Was the end, ufe, blcffingand benefit of fuch 
aRite in the fcvcral MinijiratioHs thereof i but 
"o ground in the leaft to confirm it to one 
Particular, much lefs to fuch an one o f which 
no Syllable cither here, or in the whole Book 
of God. 

But why fiioulp you infer; that wc by the ^ ^ j ^ ^ 
E>odlrine of Laying on of hands, may take 
'n all the Laying on of hands fpoken of? when-

it is faid laying on of hands in the Singu-
and not laying on of hands in the Plu-

'al Number •, therefore muft refpeiii only one 
fort of laying on of hands. 

Which is a mcer Criticifm, and has nothing ^«/» . , 
Truth in i t ; ihc Dodtrinc of laying onot 

hanes is as much Flural, and may rcfpca the 
teaching of all forts, of laying on of hands, 
as the Dodrine of Baptifmeitcfpe^isiH loits 
of Bapti/me/. 

But why ftiould any be offended that we Obj. 7. 
P ây for a Blcfllng upon our Brethren or 5^-
/ / f f r j after their Baptifm, or upon their admif-
<'oninto the Church, whereby the whole may 
a'fo take the better notice for whom we pray ? 

To which i anfwcr, that we are uot of- Anfsvl 
fended at a pra<aiceof that kind, be it lifting 

or laying on of band/, provided it be not 
'"fg'-'d as a thing of abfolute aeceffity i while 
^h<i Bifhop ef oldakd many Ceremonies, peo
ple Were not fo much concerned; but when 
*'^''^-j\^Q\\\diri}pofe them as nccelTary, and Infli-^ 

f ) % tutionf 



5 2 a ^ t e a t i f e o f l a d i n g o u o f \ m m . 
tHtions of Cbrilly that bruke the Peace, and 
occaftoned much mifchicf j fo to all fuch lay
ing on of hands, a beginning-Dod?ri«e, ot 
Otaclc of God-i Foundation ot ChrifiiaH Re-
ligmi to which every Member and Difciplc 

. ot Chrirt ought to fubmif, upon penally of 
Non C )mnnjnion for the ncgleding or re
ceding a Fi3Uf>datio»-Principle , though no 
one word of Injiitution, Command, Precept, 
CI Example (ox the famci and that under pre
tence of receiving more of that Spirit of Ghrift 

- thereby, which is a Spirit of Love, Meek^efs, 
Humility., Jendernefs , Peace , Edification , 
tiiere appears to be more of that other Spirit 
of uncharitable 'judging ^ rending, tearing^ 
and dividing the Body of Chrift i and foraf-
fcrtu)g for Dodrine 2X\d i'railice the Cujlomi, 
Commandments and Traditions of men j it is 
for thtfe things our Offence lies, as fo well 
founded upon Deut. 4. 2. 6c 12. j^ . J le i / , 32. 
jS ^rov. 30 6. 

There are two Objediorts more that 1 have 
. lately met wi th , that I think very necelTary to 

givefoms AnfkvertO, the one isthis,z//». 
Oh) 8. That as to the Point of Antiquity, 

though ('tis granted ) the .^wcifM/j and their 
p Motvers ever iince, have fo much erred,not 
only in the Suhjd'i. but dwcts CircumjlaMces 
about this Kite of ImpolitioH of hands- yet 
j n lmuch as there hath been allalongiuchi 
JKitnefs botu totl'.e tbingit felf it mAkestnuch 
i 'T its udoojiotiealmj}, and couHiriis out P r j -
S -f therein. 

Aiifvf., 



a C r e a t i f e o f t a i l i n g o n o f I j a n t ^ . 
^fif.i.To which, I fay,That i t doth not ap

pear that fucha STiVMe/x hath been born £»//<*-
thereto ; for as Mr . Baxter fo ingenuoufly 

acknowledgeth, that Jufim Martyr , Jrenxus, 
and others in thof; times arc as filent about i t , as 
the Scripture is,that any of the Affiles did ever 
fo praiiife i t in the rirft times ; thofe AMthori^ 
*tes that are pretended to aflert the fame in the 
fifft Centuries, having been proved to be fb 
fpitrious and fuppofititious. 

•^nfrv.i. 'Qat Secondly, li the Pradiceof i t 
fhould he granted to be as ancient as the keep
ing of Eaftcr and Lent, Viocefan BiJhops,»ad 
Patriarchs, and many other things that have 
been {'o generally r'ecieted andpra£}ij'ed,it no 
^oic proves i t therefore to be jSpoJlotical than 
each of them i (or a pretence to Ancient Pre-

Jcription^ Without a word of God to war-
fant i t , can never juftifie the Divine Authority 

any Pradae. 

The other is this, viz.. That as to 
Politive Sctiptutc-InjUtution, fo much called 
f'"' to juttifie our Pradicc of laying on of hands 
"Ponallthe Baptized, (torn Precept otExam' 
P^^tit is not only ««rej/<i«i«^'/e, but dangerous-, 
as to many Truths, to be demanded (as hath in 
fXprefs words been lately told mc ) for where 
ts the plain word either for IFomens recicving 
the Lord's Supper, or to lay on hands upon 
'Officers > 

In anfwcr whereto, I muft needs fay I am 
»iuch grieved and aftonifticd â t fuch prevari

cation 5 

53 



5 4. 91 e r e a t t f c o f l a ) n n g o n o f t ; a n t 0 » 
cation 5 and than which, what can morebe-
tray the Tru th Jtnd Juftice of your Caufc f 
for do not your own Anfreers to fuch like Ja-
fiances, fo ufually brought by the P^eMapf i/?/, 
fufticiently confute you ? And do you not hytotv 
that i f we had not plain andpofmve Scripture 
for both, that we would not praSife either ? 
For is not i Cnr. 11.28. compared with 1 Tiw^ 
3.4, 5. ScGa/. 3. 28. a fufficient Precept for 
"Womcns B.ecieving? KnA AUt i . 14. wi th 
Chap. 2. 42, 44. fubftantial evidence (ot the 
Vrabice thereof? And as for laying on o f 
hands upon Officers; is not 1 Jim, 22. a 
full Precept ? And Alts 6. 6. & 13. 3. SC14. 
23. I 4. 14. as clen Preftdents for the 
lame ? And may we not warrantably fay, 
Let there be but as good Scripture-Authority 

^ro<^«cei/for laying on of Hands upon zWliap-
tix.(d 'Believers before they are permitted to 
partake of the Lords Supper, and it fliall fuf-
ficc? But 10 fct up a prattice in God's Wot -
fliip, without a warranty from his Word by 
fome phinpofttiveKuleandVirtClioH, the thing 
pleaded f >r by you ) is no Icfs ( in my Judg
ment ) than to give countenance to all the An-
tichriftian Innovations, to let go at once the 
jhongcft Hold of Protejiantifm^ reproach the 
Wifdom oi Chrift , and ftight the ^ r«^» r i t j of 
the Holy Scriptures, as though we had not a 
fufficient (iircffiff«, therein in all parts of God's 

worfhip' , „ . 
And therefore to all thofc wortny Saytngs^ 

to thispurpofc, of thofc Eminent wc« mentis 
onedinthe Ireatife cf Bapt. p 93-^ fliall add 
that moft remarkable Exprcfton ot Dr» Owen -f 

which 



which you'l find in his CommunioM with God, p. 
171. »i2:. This then they who bold Communion 
nntb Chrifi, are careful of, they TPill admit cf no~ 
*bt»g, pamfe nothing in the Worjhip of God, 
private oY publicly , but what they have bis rvar
rant for i for unlefs it comes in hit Name^ with 
Thus faith the Lord Jefiis, they ml! not hear 
an Angtl from Heaven; they knew the Apojlles 
*hemfelves were to teach the Saints ontly vebat 
Coriji commanded them, Mat. 28. 2J0, 

By which found and wholefi)m Rule w d l 
obfcrvcd, we arc delivered from all Humane 
inventions and Traditions; and by which COH-
firmatioa, Infants-Baptifm, Lent, Eajier, &c. 
and a hundred more of like imporf, are turned 
Out of doors, as accufing Chrifi of unfaithful-
^eCs, and the Scripture of infufficicncy. 

And to which purpofe, T.G. himfclfhathfo 
well urged lately to Dt.StiHingfleet, about 

*»fant.Baptifm, from Dr. Fulk^ont of Jre)t<em; Innem. 
^'2. When the Hereticl{S are reprovedout of Scri-
puri^ they fall to accufmgthe Scriptures, asifaU 
^ not well in them, and that the I ruth cannot be 
found out of them thatl^now net Tradition: -ind 
therefore that Tcrtullian faith. Take away thefe 
things from the Heretickj, ( which they bold with 
Wie Ethniclfs) that they may flay their ^ejiions 
ttpon the Scripture onely. 

The 



5^ a C i t a t i f e o f l a i ? i n g o i t o f I j an t j j s . 

T h e Conclufion. 

THus you have had a candid Account pf the 
K.i/e, Grotvth and Progref's of this Rite of 

Confirmation or Laying on of Handi, from the 
beginning to this day ( amongft all Perfwaiions 
that have owned it ) with the .(^Mt^orifiej-up
on which it hath been founded and impofed; to
gether with a genuine Examination of the 
Grounds itid Reafons cich Party have given to 
juflific the fame. And may we not upon the 
whole, fairly come to the following Conclufi-
ons ? viz.. 

1. That there doth n»t appear to be the 
Icaft Scripture Precept or Pra&ice for any fuch 
Ordinance of Confirmation, or an Impofmg of 
f / jWi / j upon all the Biptized before they breal^ 
Bread, or are admitted into Church'Commu-
nion. 

2. Thatthe Infiances produced to prove i t 
an Apofiolical Tradition, are impious Lies and 
forgeries. 

5. That the Authorities by which it hath 
been heretofore e^i'pyned, were nothing but AK-
ticbriftianCanans and Decrees. 

4. That the moft eminent IVitneffes and Con-
ftffors thatoppsfcd the Amichriftian Vfurpat:-
ens and Innovations, have all along witncifcd 
againftand impugned this of Confirmation, viz.. 
The Novatians, Donatijis^ IValdenfes, Greeks 
Cburthts, IFickliffiansy 8cc. 

A'-



SI C r e a t i f e o f i m m o n o f Ijanug?, S7 
A l l which arc worthy the ftrious Co«/z /̂er<r-

iienofzW Sober and Judicious Chri(iians, and 
arcefpecially rccowweWeito them, who having 
rejeCled Jafants,2nd embracedBelievers-Eapti/m, 
do yet cleave to this PraCiide, wi th thcfe fo!-
^'^Vf\vgOb/ervatio»Syy\z. ' 

1. That it is moft manifeft that thofe Popes, 
^ounctls znd Fathers, that have en joy ned and 
"^pofcd Infants fprinkling for a Sacrament, or 
an Ordinance of Chrijl, have er joyned this alfo 

2. That the Principal Arguments that have 
neen pretended for the one, have been urged and 
P'eaded fot the other alfo ; viz. ApofioUcal "tra
dition, and pretended Inferences and Confequen-
"•^ from Scripture. 
, 3- That the famous Churches and Confeffari 
hat have oppofed Infants fprinliUng, as Super-

Y*fous,Popi(h and Antichriflian,hive upon the 
•ame account, oppofed «/y5. 

4- That i t doth not appear that any Bapti-
Church or People did ever, in zuy Age ot 

^°»ntrey, own fuch a Principle or PraUice to 
J?is day, except fome in this Nation in thcfe late 

I •' imes. 
' But then it may well beenquired, i f thisbc 

'0 Novel a thing amongft the Baptifis, how 
^3tne thofe in this Countrey fo to receive and 

1 P'^Ctifeit, as before alTtrtcd? 
To which I give the following Account, as 

lave received it under the Hand of one that 
jn tms to have had the perfca knowledge therc-

liinf f ^ ^'"^ and ear-witnefs of the fame, 
^Jid Who certifies to this purpofe, viz. 

D 4 " nat 



^ 58 a c m t i f c o f l a i ^ i n s o u o f l}anTj0 , 
\:o-.,^he. that about iheyear ,6^6jomc27y.arsfiHce, 

why UomMr.CoxnwcW.be^ctoforeapublicl^Preacher, 
laying on ef u then a Member and Mimjler oj a Baptized 
hands was « ^^^^^^^ j i o , , in Kent, was a great Ajfmer of 
llfiti/n'^this Principle and Pratiice., who cmingabout ' 
thisKmon « that time imo that Baptized Congregjtion^that 

« meeting in the Spittle Bifhopfgjte-Stiect,Lond. 
cc didfrom Uih.'y^ 12,1^. &C 6.1,2. preach the 
a necefity of Laying on of Hands; inferring from 
uthence, thofe that were not under layingonef 
« hands, were mt Babes in Chrijl, had not God, 
uaor C»mmunion with God. JFhereupon, feveral 
« ef the faid Congregation were perf waded to come 

under that Pradice-^ and which notwithfiand-
« ing the Church in tendernefs indulged to them^ 
t.c upon their promife of a piaceable demeanour in 
ic the Church. Notwithiiattding which their faid 

. « Promife, they did afterwards not onely prtfs 
their faid Perfwaf on uncharitably, as thtybud 
been taught by their aforefaid teacher-, viz. 

« that none were Babes in Chrill, nor hadCom-
*<-mumon with God without it; tberefte not to 
« i e communicated with in Church-Ordinances 
c<-( aHd as after WM puhliflied in I rim, by a 
" I eadino Brother amvri'l,{i them, in a Ihokcalled 
«G«d ' s Oracles, ai^d Chrill's Dodrmc) bnt 
'remade a Kent and a Separation for the fame; 
u and from that vry Scbijm propagated thefnne 
ic Principle and Prague unmigjl many others m 
iithe JSfaiion ever fince, who have kef* *bat di-
icilance from tbclr Brethren ( not owning the 
«-fams) asnotei\ em-in'i,orcommunicatingwith ^ 
a them as the true Church of God, becaufe ^ite..^,,! 
cifeciive inone ofthe beginning,?,incipUs or\p 
cc Foundations of the Cbrijiian Religion. 1 



a C r e a t i f e o f l a t i n s o n o f i jaut)0^ 
Now this bjlng a frue Narrative as to mat

ter of Fad ^ doth i t not naturally follow f 
Eirft, That fuch a Principle fo fuck'd in, and 

»«ceivcd, is founded in gtoh Ignorance and Er-
%jor > ^pyj . favour of r ^ c W f and 

RVror, than to inake our Adoption and Commu
nion with God to depend upon fomc External 
A d i;/o«e > As though Chritt hinUelf was utter
ly miftakcn, when he tells \xs, 'Ib^t as many as 
receive himjjave thepriviledgeto become thi Chil' 
dren of God, even as many as dobditVe in his 
^^me^Johni. 12, 13. And the ApolUcalfo in 
confimution thereof, That ree are ail the Chil
dren ef God by Faith in Chrijl Jefus, Gal. 3 2(5, 
And, that of his own IViU we arc begotttn bj the 
^^'rd of truth, J im. 1. 16. But this Dodrine 
afllrcsour Ww-fiin/b inanothtr way, by the 
lay ing on of Hands after Ujptifm ( and as 
though perfons might be bjptized that were 
tiot Children of God- but afterwards to be made 
*o by this new way,) thereby conhiming the 
Superftition of the Papijis, in their IJolizing 
this Rite above all other Ordinances, as b-.lorc. 

A,id Secondly, The fridciple ( upon this ac
count J appears not more erroneous, than the 
I'^adice upon i t , corrupt md vicious; viz. to 
l^ake a Separation from the Church upon it , fo 
<^ontrary not oo!y to known Order, Dilciplme 
*>id Duty , but thtir declared Proiniie , and 
"H-rtfore mull nor all thofe Cliurches ot that 
C Jnltiruiion nectlTitily be fuppoicd lo be ioun-
* t̂d in Sin, and Schism, as well as iu great Er-
5*-and Ignorance!' and concerning vvhicii w -
*'ftMruUn^ undue Separation, I licir foinc of 
f^minmcj amon^ii t h u n , have lacdy fo had 

I he i t 
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6o a C r t a t i f e o f l a d i n g o n o f l )anlJ0. | 
that ConviCliott,iStO plead Reformation therein 
wi th their Brcthren^znd who I doubt not.frouj 
the true Icnfeof the bitter fruit ( even the Gail ' 
and IVorrnwood that hath been brought fortl i 
thereupon) wi l l naturally be led toconfidcf the 
I lof t from whence it hath fprung,z/i2;. the mirt*"* 
flakcn Principle, as hctc difcovertd; forasour 
Siviour tells us, A/^t. 7. 17,18. Thsit it is the 
corrupt 'Tree that brings forth the evil fruit i ifnd | 
that as the goodTree cknnot bear evil fruit, fo the | 
corrupt Tree cannot bear good fruit. A l l which I 
is recommended to the Icrious O/j/i^/eratiow of ; 
t h e a n d Jwc/iciowf i net doubting but 
the day is haftning, when not onely all Anti. 
chriliian Fogs and Varl{>iefs, but all CMills of 
Error aud Ignorance, (hall be difpclled; and that ' 
thcGodof Truth wi l l fo fend out his Light and 
Truth, and caufe it fo to fpring up out of the 
Earth, that Knowledge (hall hll (he Earth as the 
rpjicrj-cover the Seai when Difcordznd Divi-. 
finn (hall {o ceafe amongft his People, that they • 
.ftuU not with their Babyloniflj Language vex 
one another any more, but with one Lip and 

. Shoulder ftiall fervc the Lord wi th one confettt. 
And for the fpccdy accompliflnng and fulfUing j 
fuch amiable and acceptable Prcimifes, let all the 
Upright fay A'nen, Jrnen. 
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