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TREATISE

Laping on of Hands.

Avi i ou an Account, both 70 Intrga
i‘ fl‘orr]r% %’l:;;tu);e and Antiguity, o f dudtion:
, the bufinef(s of Baptifm in its Inw
ﬂ'ilutian’ Sul)if‘(‘}, Manner, Eﬂd,

It may neither be#nnece(fary nox unprofita=

" give you here fome Account of that of

E"S on of Hands, not only becaufe it im-

ately follows that of Baptifnis, Heb.6.1,2+

l' ‘,‘mdgmcnt of all difcerning and impartial

More efpecially;becaufe for Confirmation,as
been called, it hath been next after
i, (o folemnly affirted, praififed, and
edboth in former and latter times,asan
“ance of Chrift, and Effentially neceflary
2urehCommunion. But what this Jaying

ands is, and how that of Coufirmation
Yunded upon the Word of God , we fhall
Sonfider and examine, and recommend (0

~, B
~

tians,

The

A 2



» + a@reatifeof layingon of Yanvs, :ﬁ
"whe M- The Method T fhall obferve herein | ﬂnlw
thod ober= be, firfk to give'you an. Account 'what we ﬁnd’%
weds of this Ritein the New Teftament, Second] 13,

How afferted and Pradlifed by the Anciens ;ﬂ”

‘with the Opinions of (He Fatbers and Decrefﬂ"‘ﬂ

of Councils upon it. Thirdly How Pram{"ﬂ

fed and enjuyncd by the Chareb of Ram'ﬁﬂ
Fourthly, How by the/Ghurch of Englg,,;#’h‘

i Fifthly, How afferted by (6meof the Prc;by_glﬂ"‘
: terian and Independent pesfwaflion. Sixchl
And how praétifed and enjoyned by feyegd?

of the Baptifed Chirchesin this Nation, wigh

fome remarks.upon each of-them for the bgyf:

ter difcovery of Truch. i

: : .
1. How #7004, How laying on of Hands. is ufed in %’r
fed i this.  New Teftameinty -

!

New 1€ g, in Benediction, Mark1o.16, He t}g”.'
flament g0 Soung Children up in bis A i
. enedi- 1he Young P 2n. i Arms, | Dut P‘
}iio». Hands wpon thew, -and bleffed them. i
Mirath- Secondly, In the Cure of Difeafes awf'
lons beal-

do o mighty work, [ave that belaid his Fla
,,‘y,m a. frw ﬁ‘cl; folks and_bealed them . A ‘
.10+ 17 18.Jn.my Namethey hall caft out ‘b
ils, they fhall fpeak with NemTangue.r,tbcy!;,ﬁc‘;’
take up Serpents, andif they drink . any deghh
thing, it fhall. not burt them They ﬂ,,['j’»‘f%‘
Hlands an_the fick and they. fhall reciyes, A'd"
28.. 8. Aud 1rcame to pafs, that the. Bathe i
Publius. [ay fiek of a Feaver and, of a _Bl‘;ﬂﬁm
Flux, 1o wham Payl entred in amx‘pra_y_ed; W)
" g.Forex- laid his Handson bim andbealed him. !ﬁ
y

. healing the fick, Mark 6. 5. dud hecould ,bjﬂﬁ
ES - ¢ 54

"'“:?’:’)’j;ﬁ"" Thirdly, For the confirring the extra
Ty G y

1, Befuie nary Gifts of the Spirit, viz, !
Bapipn, . v. Before Bagtifim, 43. 9,19 And AR




B wenfzqtlfe of laving onofhanns. 3
“ptring bir’;{’"‘y andentred into'the Hmfe,‘,g}f(z
iidord, eve nds o bim [aid, brother Saul, the
M2y a5 tbfujufusa that a[)peared unto theein the
ﬂceive b cameftbath fent me that thow might JE
ﬁfﬂ,b"ﬁ‘ ani’_ﬁgb’,_ andbe filled with the Holy
u bad,h immediately there fell from hiseyesas
g eer Scales, and he reccivedﬁgbtﬁrtbmitb
e/ ovdas Bagiifis :
. After Baptifm, A 8. 14. 15 arei i
EV :]waben the Apoftles which tverjat s]crul'a- ;dl‘,/,{gl,'
b G’ade“d'hu Samaria lmdreccivedtbe Word
’[‘ bhe sthey fent “unto them Peter and John, who
il hhe “ t”fy were come Ao, prayedfor them that
’.0“ e“y might receive the Holy Glroft, for a5 yet
B, wf”f“.l"i upon none sf them, onlythey were
iM A Ptifed in the Name of’tbe'Lordfcfus.Tbm laid

ey their Fands on ther, and they receive the
4 Simon faw that through

A aal'.y Ghoft. And whe ?
{‘.‘yl"é_' on of the Apoftles Hands the Holy © boft

)”g‘?en, be offered them money, faying, Ve me

rf bﬁ’ this Power that 07 whomfosvr Tlay Hands

%) may receive the HalyGha{f,but Peter faid,thy

p&f} bOny perifly with shee, becaufe thow baft thought

Jis a; ehe gift of God my be purclnfed with mony,

- 4. Ordint="4
il Fourthly, In Ordinatiot

‘ 1 or fetting apart tion
P> Office, vis. Al 6. 00 s they et b DI
"I; the Apoftles ( Uiz, ¢the (cyen Descons the
'an,?;c% had '_cbaﬂ’n ) and when they bad prayed
Mot aid their hands on them, and the Word
10t God encreafed, & e
Jegt wat the Gift which is 2 Eldirse

1
W Timeg g Ney
thee that war given thee by Propec.y with the
he Presbytery. 2 Tim.
thee i Remembrance

Y i’yi"g on of Hunds of t
1 + 6. Wherefore I put
[’J A 3 that



4 . AQreatifeof lapingor of hanps, !
that thou ftir up the gift of God which ;s in th 5

by the pusting on of my bands. 1. Tim, 5. 2 /0

Lay bands (uddenly on no Man, #eithey e P‘IM

taker of other men fins, keep "?Jﬁlfpure. !{,r

3 Miffen- __A&s 13.3. dndwhenthey(viz. the Elders 4o
ers Teachers of dntioch kad Fatted 4,4 Pr"]"’,"
and laidtheir hands on them[ viz. Paylang By

nabas | they fent them away. 7 ’

Is which Scriptures, {peaking of this Ri';fi”

we may take notice of thefe things, h

1. Firft, the feveral kinds of je,

Benediction, Healing, Ordination

of the Spirit. :

2. Sccondly, what called, viz, Laying Y, (

of bands. ’Fn 10

3. Thirdly, the Subjeiis,viz. Little Cbildrv i

Sick Perfons, and fuch upon whom the Spiy:W"

had not faln, and Church-Officess. "{w”

4+ Fourthly, the Adminiftrators, vig. C},,W"
Fefus bimfelf anygifted Belicvers, the Elgeiit?
or Prebyters, Thegifted Apoftles, 1o
5. Fifthly, the end, to Blefs litt], Cbildren,# ‘
give Miraculous healing, And for JI

i Extrag
dinary gifts of the Spirit to confirm té;ﬁ‘
)

viz, FW:‘I"‘
> and givy, P
i

Gofpel, And for Ordination of Church-Q E?’ﬁ

cers. i

puEv

2 How by Secondly , How afferted by e Auncients, ,!,d"
the anci- by the Canons and Decrees of fiveral Counchﬂ‘b‘“
ents. fh
i Dionyfins the Areopagite Pauls Convert ‘;"V
b4 Athen, fuppofed to be the firft Writers abay, )
the year 7o, in his Ecclefiaftical Hierarchy, ca i

de Bapt. faith, _After Baptifm let the Sacrj;it

mentof Confirmation be adjoyned with Uaz&iq)f‘

the




m Ereatd’c of taying on of hanos.
'Cl'm.g.tbe Eucharift be given, Contemp. 3.
| P . - ;
» iﬁ;gg’mm in_his fourth Epiftle, faith,p. clennt
8i00p for t;, B}a}mzed,. andthen C_onﬁgmdbj the

e e Floly Spirit, for withont Confir=
Ririb,, PD pegfe&mé.]ofcph,lf icecomes De Bapt,

'P-369. ¢.10. Nins

‘{:‘ﬁm Martyrs Refponfes 137. Quelt. faith, ﬁf;}”r

br Baptifm we areto snoint with Holy Chryfm g
i PPmmal benefit, Ve com .ch.28. p. 369- .
@k Pope - FHyginus in his decrec, as faith Gracian:;’H)""

b.' Ofiand. Cent, 2. b 21 ¢ 5- (aith, in Cate- iy
, Ym, Baptifn, and Confirmation, let there be s
W°lip if meceffity require. _
A Pepe Calixtus, Anno. »18. Ordained Confir-
V'ation 1o be per formed with Chrifm, Flores

¢mporym confel. Fabo-c. 7. {
" | Pope Urban, in his decrctal Epimc,cnjoins,l’- Yroans
firmation be immedi=
ifm, and that all the faith-

4l are 1o wait for the Spirit by the im[mﬁtion of

tbe hands of she Bifbop, Vice co. ¢ 38+ P- 37° ;
, Pope Melchiades , 0x Melsiades about 310 gkf?mf’”‘
‘ rd‘"”ed Impofition of hands as neceffary to &
er&& Baptilm, And in his Univerfal De=

[retal Bpiftle, anfwering the Quiftion which

i if Confirmation was

fg."’f“*" Efficacy and Vertue, [aith, they are to
,e]_"’mdmgexher, there being fuch Affinity be-

: ’7‘“ thew , that one is ot to be done withont

d \')'e othey 5 neither of them being perfect alone,

41 1CC comes p. .
M’JI Pope Eufebius in 'his- decretal Epifile calls Do Enfibit
ﬂLmP"ﬁ‘ioﬂ of bands a Sacrament which was no¢ :
)fj;] anful 1o be adminiffred but bytheB ifbop.Magd.
| : A 4. Lo Cen,

P. calixtits




*

5

Cyprian.

"dmbrofe.

Jeror.

Augnftin,

.PJ Inno=
Lent,

Ifidore,

tion of hands,Lib. 2, ¢, ~.

13794

A Treatife of 1aying on of banps,

g ono f
Cen. 4. p- 478. Allo in his Epifle i
Bifpop of Tufca, prefers laying onpof ba;‘tz?l: d:i‘ Zf‘
Confirmatian before Baptifm, Mag. Cen, 3 CW
. p. 581, grx "
v Cyprian in his 37 Epiftle to Fubajan fait}{v’ :
that Baptifm is confu mmated by theSacrame npg |
Confirmatios, _And again in Ep, 72.lev, ffh
Perfonsare fully fanétified, and may be {ons cl i
God if they be bron of both Sacraments | y; (j’b
Baptifm and Confirmation, Vice, com, p,’a ol
_..Ambrofe after the Font ox Bap 7

. e tifm, let 15 eyt
beperfeition or[‘onﬁrma:wn, or f9 beé;l!; impoﬁ;‘ |

Ferem advers, Lucif. Contending for the Rite il
of the Church, (aith, dnd dy not yos Retore 1 b
it is the Cuftom of the Chutrch, that upon th o
Baptfed, hdndtj//auldbr:z'mpnjed) Mag. Cent il
4P 420Q; g ' /’}
Aunguftin s That Tmpofition of hauds afte
Baptifm ,was neceffary. for the gifts of the S{ﬁ
vit. . .And that if Ignorant Infants be brough
t0 be Baptifed, let them Anfwer for them shgl
brought them | and being Baptifed let them b,
Confirmed and Anointed wish holy Chryfmey a3 0
o let them receive the Eucharift, Libs de Eéc]cijﬁ"ﬂ
Dogm. Vice comes, ¢, 28. p.371, l}ﬂ”‘.’
. Pope Innocent 1n is firft Ep, 22. Macea(a;fgltlm
cv5, Shewshow impious and Sacrilegioys i

o
S
~ isto repeat the Baptifim of Infants or Adullﬂ"w

and hew requifite to lay hands on the B“Ptipﬂp'
fed, after the Example of Peser and Foba, Agll
8.17. and Paxl 19: 6, Vice comes o, 3,1!1,]

4

_Igflanguo{fa the Bifpops Vicars, bus 1o the i
AL Soi s fhipg

Ifidore-faith, that Impofition of hands tﬁ«%‘


http://Vice.com

q @ reatifeof laying owof hands.
fbaps them[elves § And the Reafon be renders is,
becaufe that none of the 70 Difciples who re-

M prefented the Apoftles, bad power by laying on of
hands +o give the Spirity Magdcburg. Cent.6s

P. 675+
'ﬁlo Haimo upon Hebrews 6. faith, Impofition Hainid.
N of bands is called Confirmativs, which by the
ﬂa Spirit is received, and after Baptifm confirms
{1 2he Dnity of the Church, and that Children &
well a5 Adult were 10 partake thereof , Mag.

!

M Cen. 9.

il Rabanus Mawurus Lib.1. Inf.Cler.c 30. faith, Rabanid
of bands, vne by the

M That there are twa laying 0% &
Prieft in Baptifm, the other by the Bifhopin Con~

f

it

Ca“ ._ﬁrmati()n, & Chrift gave the Spirit by blowing
| “apon them before the Refurrediion and after upons
il the day of Pentecoft.

/

i :

i Canons and Decrees of
il councils.

A
i . dno the Council of TLaodicea in Phrygia Pa- C, Laode
el catigna, held under P. Sylvefter, the firft of chat

,J'"f' Name, Bifhop of Kowue, about 315- It was de-

gl creed inthe 48 Canon, that the Baptifed ought t0
receive after _detifmibe mnﬂf;cred Chry me,and

j be madepartakers of the Heavenly Kingdom. Vice

com. p. 371.

’ﬂ In the Comncil of ‘Eliberis in Spain held ¢, ilibg-
1 305. under Pope Mercellius, It was decreed i vis.

/ .
5 the 38 Canon, That fuch as fayled into ftrange
Countries




a @reatife of laying on of hanng,
Countries, orif a Church be not near a band, e
Believer if be bath Baptifm intire, viz, Baptifm
and Confirmation, and have not two Wives, may
Biptife a Catechumen in cafe of uecefity through
fickne[s, bt fothat if he Recover, he bring him
to the Biflrop that he may be per feied by Impofiti-
on of Hands, and Canon 77. If any Deacon

Jhall without a Presbyier Baptife, the Bifhop oughs
by bleffing to perfect or Confirm them., '

C. Carths In the 4 Conncil of Carthage undex P. Jupos

cent the firft, about 418. It was decreed thae
there fhould be Impofition of hands for the 45-
Jolving the Penitent, Vicler. L. 2, de perfecut,
. Vandal,
c. Spaien. . The Council of Spalenca, ordained that the

Baptifed were to bave bands laid upon them and

t0 be figned with Chrifm, and that the Bifhops
onely were to perform it, Magdeb. Cent. L
. 148,

g.z;mczrwsp '[‘4hc Council of Bracerensc, 7. Commanded
thata little Bslfam (hould be put into the Confen
erated Oyl, and that wo leff Reverence fhould be
paid to this Ceremony, than to Baptifm it [elf.
Mag.Cen. 7. p. 148,

o conftant. ‘The Council of Conftantinople chap. 7, That
none were to be almitted to Confirmation by
thofethat were inftrucied by Cgtecbifm, andcould
Jay the Creed and Lords Prayer by beart, Mag.
Cen. 7.p. 148.

Ce Cabil. The Conncil of Cibillonefis, Cip.6. In the
time of Pope Eugcuius, -Decrecd that the Bip-
tifm of the Adult fhonld prefently, if Infants
after fome years of underftanding, be confirmed
: with

~swo

===

W




_tifm, and whereaf we give

A Treatife of 1aping on of handg.

With Confignarion and Chryfm andthat Confirma-

tion fhould oy be reirerated, Magd, Cent. 8:
P. 350,

g

kIn the Gallican Council it was decreed, That Gallica,
When the Bifhop goes his Canoniecal Circuit to Con~

Tirm, that the Priefts be always ready for bis Affiff-

ance, andthat there be Goffips as well inthis, asin
Baptifm 5 andthat the confirmed havt bis bair cut,
2g. Cent. 8. p. 350.

The Coungil of Trent,. about Confirmation ; ¢, Trent.
ecreed.

1. That whofoever faid it was an Jdle Ceremony
70t & Sacrament properly, or that it Was formerly
#fed thas Children might give an Accornt of their
Faith. 2, Thatto afcribe Vertneto Chryfim was
0 wrong the holy Spirit. 3- Thar every fimple
Prieft is the ordinary Minifter for Conﬁrmz[:fzan
and not the Bifliop onelys [hould be accmfed. Ofian.
Cent, 16, p. 417.

By which fayings of the Ancients, Canons,
and yDr:crcc:s o¥ Cgouncil.s, it appears they ha%
carly fer a foot fomething for an_Ofd1P30C£a°_
the Church enjoyned to be Pra&xfed_a ter pc

you this brlef accoun
from them, (

ichi . Name.
Firflt, As to the Name by u{hl;h ltw_as ialkd’ 1. Na
Viz. Confirmation. 2+ Anointing OF Chry[m.

3. Impofition of hands- 4 Perfection.

1. Con-




I0

the Vnity of the Church was thereby confirmed
2. Chry[m or anointing, becaufe Oyl 'minglcci |
with Balfam, the thing ufed herewith in imi- ;&“

q @reatife of layingonof hanpg,

1. Confirmation, becaufe both Baptifin and

tation of the boly Oyl ufed of old. 3, Trpofi M
tion of hands in allufion to the Apoftles pra- F’,‘bi
&ife, Aé. 8. 19. who laid on hands 'for the g’i‘:
Spirit ( though this could not properly ‘be fo ’M‘
“called, becaufe it was'but crofling the'Forechead

with the Finger. ) 4. Perfection, becaule chey i
efteemed Baptifim imperfec withoutit, there- t’ﬂ

fore for the firft times they ufed to pra&ife iy )
together. it
ﬂ,'ﬂt

2, Asto the Grouuds upon which it waspras

2 Gw'md'&iﬁ:do piz. asan Apoftolical Tradition handed (ﬁtl
to them from the Apoftles times by the Emi- ,‘M
nent Doctors of theé chreefirlt Centuries, upon (P,iﬂ"
whofe Auchority it was practifed, till confirm. |
ed by the Councils before mentioned, viz. Lao~ gz,

dicea, Eliberis, &c. f :

3. Mannets

4s Admin.

" did notdo.
y

8. Subjelis

3. As to the Manuer of performing it, viz. by old,ﬁ‘
Croffingand anointing the Forehead of the Con- w
ficmed party, with Oyland Chryfm. :

4. As to the Adminiftrators, viz. onely a By gd!f
{hop to whom in an efpecial manner it was en-
tailed, its being unlawfulfor any other to do e WP
from Peser and Jobns being fent by the Church 2
of Ferufalem, to jmpofe hands which Philip

g, Asto the Subjects, viz., All Baptifed per=

oo who were cither Adalt, or Tnfants, im- 8
mediately

v




A Treatife of laping on of hans. 2
mediately, orafterwards,-Baptifed Infants at
years of difcretion. The Aduls were firft the
Catechumens, who were cithes the Children of

Cgthm that inclined to Chriftianity, oF the
(;h."d’m of Chriftians newly. come fo the
h“ha who to their compleating in Chriftiani«
ty, were to take thele five fteps, thus known
and diftinguifhed, '

. 1. They wercto be Catechiféd, taught and f.4dxl
iftragied and then were called the Casechument.

2. Upon their propornding themfelves to Bap-

Yifm, were called the Comperentes- 3. Being ad-
Mitted to Baptifm, were called the THuminati OF
Mitiati, 4. After Baptifm being confirmed

Were called the Perfedti. 5. After Confirmationt

and receiving the Eucharift, they were called

the Fideles, ~

Qr, 2, In | who were for the 4,5 6 and 2. Iﬂn[mzlzi
7. Cent. the gj‘;)‘jsc&s of it, and with Baptijm,l”’f~"”J’~

id xeceive Contixmation and the Euchariftim-=
Mediately, and fo efteemed perfed and compleat

hriﬂians’ then it began to be dcfcnc_d for.a
Week afcer Bapeifm, the Children wearnng the.
Qapnf””‘l white Garment all the week, and up-

4 ‘he 8 day Baptifm was perfe{lcd by Con-~.

¢ n:]:tio“: as (aith Raban, Manrus Lidnft.Clety;

b gl

Ba(?'r, 3 S_uch Infants who after they h}d b'ccn 3e I’f_r;ﬂwstj’_
inﬂ Yed, did arrive to knowledge and dt]crctzvn,llflffrjlfh{g e
man‘;"C able to fay the Lords Prayer;Ten Com=y,.;; gdule
cateieutsy . andy Greed by bears, S IRPELE by flate.
¢ of thofe lattex Councils,
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12 q@reatifeof laping on of hanpg,

: And the reafon of the faid Alteration, ¢
faith Vicecom.p.378. was becaufe about Chapse, |}
the firft's time, in the 8 Cent. Adulc Baptifm, fjt
did very much wear off. The People for the f
mooft part being now Chriftians, their Childgen d’h' e
became (0 numerous, that the Bithop found it too 'Tpfb
hard a task to perform his part, }

Therxefore they appointed certain Vifitations, !
efpecially at Eafter and Whitfontide, to confirm a)‘
thof¢ in their Dioceffes , that having been,
Baptifed in Znfancy, were able to give an Aca
count of their Faith, which, faith Vicecomes, h“
was Practifed in (cveral places in the Latin T,:'
Church, Vi

§.70 EM. - 6. Astothe Endof ihis Rite, viz, Forthe Iyl
gsvsng of the Spirit, and conferring of Grace, to F“:foj
perfect and confirm imperfed Baptifim;and thercw Q‘Pm ;
fore cftcemed a Sacrament of greater force and f"oﬂP’
Fertue than Baptifm it felf, and thexcfore to be ‘1,;“‘”
done with Oyl, Typing, Figuring, or Signing f

the Spirit. C'””fli':
3 v
7.camm- . Bs to the Ceremonies, they were diyers, ’}‘:;fl";
nies, viz. The party to be confirused was to be in whise i
Garments, his head bound up in Linnen, the %ﬂﬂ’”
hair of the head to be Cut, and to have Goffips W,/‘
to undertake for them., W .
8.7he0r- 8, As to the Order of admimﬁring it, vaz} iy I’i
8er. efpecially after Baptifm ( though fome of the M’"
Catechumens in Imstation of Ananias hisimpo- ‘1:;1#'4

fiug hand upon Paul A&, 9. bad it before. ) e
and then had they an smmedsate right given "
‘them to partake of the Excharift , without

t




A Treatife of laying onof banvs, 12

/|Which they could not be admittcd to partake

thereof.

m-g'. Asto the Formin which the Bifhop ad- 1he Form.
w!mﬂ“’d it, viz, in thefc words, I Sign thee
ith the Sigu of the Crofs, and confirm thee

|Yith the Chryfin of Salvation in the Name of

¢ Father, Son, and koly Spirit,

Lhe Wlage of the Chureh of
Rome.
) bureh
o, The Church of Rome obferved the very fame ey
rdﬁ" and mauner with the fame rites and Cere-
Onies. to the fame ends and uvpon the fame
{round asan_apoffolical Tredition, which the
b""nct Centuries had done ; only whereas thexe
Bfgan to be fome fpace betwixt the Iufants

“:’P’if m, and their Confirmation, that they for

1y ¢ mMOft part efpecially in the latter Centurics

Ve performed them together.

on;ztarenm, Lib.de Sacrament. a great Popifh contartniit
o7 tex, (aich, that Thomas Aquinas thought that
Tnfar. rament ought so be given to very Young
o aNts ,  becaufe they obtain more Gfﬂte and
erefore more Glory, which cuftom, [aith be, we
:;; kept, leaning upon the Authority of fogreat
4%, Aq. part 3. Q. 72. Ar.8

may




¢

Ordo Rome

. Trevte

Bellars

q @reatife of laping onof banvg, ©
may be bindred, and that the Antient ufe of the f’“ 1
C hm’cli favours that Oponion. ‘W
Inthe Ordo Romanisy Anold Popifh Mifful, ic &
is Recordeds that the Bifhop having i’cfzcd gmfe; bl
in the Churehythe Arch-Deacon holding the Chry[m o
the Priest prefents the Baptifed  Infants with t/m-;' a:, C}%
INames tothe Bifhop, who dipping his Finger in the ot
oyl and Croffing every on¢ in the Forehead, faith ’éd‘m
1'Sign thee with the Sign of the Crofs; and Conﬁrn; Vit
thee withthe Chryfm of Salvatien in the Name of | Oﬂd
the Fathers Son and Spirity and which Rite they | gt
fay is confirmed by the Atk of the Apoftles and "to"l
opinion of the Fathers from the Scriftures, wiz, b 8
Ads 8. 17. A®s 19.6. and Heb. 6. 2. and 2 L
called Confirmationsbecanfe the Unity of the Church d’ !
was confirmedby the Bifbops as (aith Ambrofe upon it
Heb. 6. Haimo and Asnfcl. Fofeph Vice comesy W
€. 30.P. 375 s , 'id" ‘

The Council of Trent, 25 before decreed, Thae &
whofoever [hawld [ay that Children (hould firft give
an._account of their . Faith before. Confirmation | 0
(hould be accur(ed. ,_ f i

Bellarmine de Sacrament, L. ¢. 11. faith,"I'hpau“'{?’)r i
Confirmation confers greater Grace than Baptifimy M
neither can Baptifm be ferfcﬁed without it. an

Andagain Tom. 2. aith,Confirmation is to con- s,‘l in
fer Grage that maketh asceptables and to ftrengthe ﬁfd ‘
the [aul against the Affaultsof the Dewil; andtobe
enroled thereby the fervants of Christ. D

And again in thie fame Tom. 2. That it 3 more Q;‘yﬂ;g
perfest than Baprifm it Jelfy for whereas Baptifns: W{‘;
may be adminifired by Ordinary Priefts or Dea- i
cons, yeaewen women themfelves in cafe of neceffity, It
this is mat to be perfarimed bist by the holy bands of 4 #51

Bifhap. '@Uﬂ # ]
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Lhe Wiage of the Chureh
';/1{; of England.

i | The Church of Eugland, though they lop off Chur. of

{}h’ Ny of the Ancient and Popify Superftitions Engly

" 3 Cere"."mi“ hercin; yet do they retainithe
f i};:g’ viz. Confirmation aftex Baptifin by a
5 onely, and the Subjects, viz. Baptized
o “dren, able co {ay their Catechifing accor-
s 15 toth icil of Cen=
;,"5 A the Decrees of the Council o
] ntce, and the Galican Councils before-mentt =
bl . The whole Rite and Ceremony thexeof,
£ h ‘What appertains thereto, you have at
'8¢ in the Eygl. Liturgy, in the Rubrick; the
4 r bltance whctfof ou may’ pleafe to take as fol-
; Ow“h. y |

The Order of Confirmation ox
Laying on of Hands upon Chil-

ten Baptized, and able to ren-
'ﬁ deran Account of their Faith ac-
#| cording to the Catechifin.

$ Q the end that Confirmationmay be admi=
9{! s #iftredso the more edifying of lwch as foall
id’ ttg ],W 1t (according to §t. Paul's Doctrine, who
lop2¢th that all things (hould be doue in the
5"50::@ to the ‘Edification of the fame ) it i
M =Nl 8ood that none bereafter foall be szﬂrm:;

ed.
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ed, but fuch as can [ay in their Mother-T engue p

the .Articles of the Faith, the Lord's Prayery andl®
the Ten Commandmentsy and can alfo anfwer. t¢ y
fuck Queftions of the fhore Catechifm a5 the Big
! fhop ( or fitch as be (hall appoint ) fhall, by bis dife ﬂ
crerion oppefe him s and this Order i moff con |
wenient te be obferved 5 for divers Confideratis
ons 5 @
l,:irﬁ, Becaufe that when Children come 1o the 1
years of Difcrction, and have learned wha rbcijw t:
Godfathers and- Godmothers promifed for theys ; 0
Baptifmy they may then themfelvesy, witk theiy ow;m' 1]
mathy and with their own confent, openty before) ?
the Chireh, ratific and confirm the fame, and alj% iﬂ‘
promife that by the Grace of God, they will ewerlg g
more endeavour themfelves gaitbfn[b’ to obferve amw &
keep. fuch things as they, by their owin mouths :m%
Confeffionshave affented nnto. #
Sccondly, Forafmuchas Confirmation miniff,

ftred to'them that are Baptized, thar by Impofitio |
of hands and Prayersthey may receive Strength ane, m
defence againft all Temptations to Siny and'the Afﬁ“w
faults of the Warld and the Devily it i most meellie
0 be miniftred when Children come to thas Agelt
that partly by the frailty of their own Fle[hypar kol
by by the Affaults of the World and the'. Dpnyjp o
they begin to be in danger to fall inta fund;:y k,‘nd@p
of Sin. 1&ﬂ

Thirdly, Forthat it is agreeable with the ’.;).ﬂ. ﬂ
fageof the Church in times paft whereby 7y VMQM
ordaned thar Corfirmation. fhould be minifired n'gﬂ
them that were of perfect Age s thar theybeing i”j{i"
firnétcdin Chrift's Religion, ﬂJ‘auld openly profefe
their own_Faith, and promife vo be ebedient iy
the Will of Gad,

i

The
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ng Prayer being faid,

i .
/I A Zmighty and everlaft=
ing Godb, Who balk
| bouchfafed fo regene=
ate thele thy Serbants by
‘} Uater, anp the Holy Gholt,
/BUD Daft giben unto them
Ngivenels of all their (ns,
tltengthen them, e beleech
e, D 7 021, With the Holy
OV ¢fse Comforter , and

= S

anifold Gifts of Grace, fhe
ARDivit of gurisnom and Qu=
ihanping , the Spirit of
piotincel ynd gholtly ffvength
the Spivi¢ of knowiedge and
feue Govlinels, and (il them,
Lo, With the Spivit of
Holy Fear, Amen. :

B2 fThen'

1The Dovee it feif, chis follow: ’

MUy encreale in them tHY

198
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o

i

=

Then {hall the Bithop lay his hand upon everyﬂ
Child feverally, faying,

Efend, D Low, thish
Child mitl){_ft‘ljp ﬂ)?ﬂhcnsgw ‘
Iy Grace, that he mapgh
continue thine fo2 ever, angyh
paily eucreafe in thy bnlym
Spivit moe and moze, untu;(y‘
Be come into thy ebevlalting; )
5ingdom, Amen. h

Then (hall the Bifhop fay, Mﬂﬂ

:
ZLmighty and wztmftq'ynzA 'r
g Gob, Whicth maketly,
us both to Wil and ¢ /
oo thofe things that be gmd{” |
and acceptable unto thy o
jefty , We make our Huy-
ble fupplications unto theelfy
fop thefe Chiidwen, upmw
Whom, afier the erample ott n‘
the Holy Apoitles, Wwe havel
laip our banws, to certifid
then,
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[Dem ( by thig Sign) of thy

abour and Gracions Guwd=
Nefs toywards them, et thy
i Athecly pand, we beleech
,tb%, be ober thew, 1ec thp
boly Spirit ¢ber be With

bem, “and fo 1ead thent in the
knomlzngz and obedience of

by W@oz0, epat in the endhey
mtﬂ Ay gbtain ‘tl)z eberlafting

I~1fe, though onr Zod Jo=
g, ’mﬂf: 11%?1) thee andtie

| %l? Ghoft,libeth and reign=
:t%’ Onthsgi), o2 Without
n ~ ,

g\ Then the Bifhop fhall bleft the Childzen,
faying,

" The Blefing of God Almigh-
Y, the ng%r,fS on and Holy
boft, be upon you and remain
®ith you for ever and ever,
men,

After

ar
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) e i o
(After are added thefe Dire@® lati o

e Confirmation, vizlfms Lg 1o g

That the Curate of every Parif,. o i
other at bis appointments (ball dilz:ge;ﬁ[; ,,,: gfzg{"r
days and Holy-days half an bour before .E'Utn'jﬂ”‘ﬂ‘.
"ng_.Prﬂyer, openbl in the Chm‘ch, iﬂﬂ')’ﬂﬂ‘ an‘q‘"
examine fo many Children of bis Parifh fent yny o
to hims as the time will ferve, and a5 he fha l’b"
think, convenicnt y:in. feme part of this Cape
ebifo e

: ¥ '505"
And all Fathers, Mothers, Mafters and Dame
fball caufe their Childreny Servants and Apprenti:{. h
ces ( which bave not learned theiy Catechifm ) t.{p f
come tothe Church at the time appointeds and obedil o
ently t0 bear and be ordered by the Curate, um,‘}ﬂ 2
fuch time as they have learncd all that is beye ap" f"’,
pointedfor themto learny dand whénfoever the Biu
fhop (hall give knowledge for Childresn to be brazzghwc
before bim to any convenient place for their Confirs / %
mation s then fhall the Curate “of every Parifly
aither bring or fend in writing the Names of al P,d
thofe Children of his Parifb which can [ay the Ay Oh'l
vicles of the Faith, the Lord's Prayer, and VA
Ten Commandments; and alfo how many of themy
can anfwer tothe other Queftions contained i thy, v"z
Catechifm. o

4%
And there hall none be admiteed to the Holy Com_'gﬁ;
r

f
i

Dr,

muion until [uch time as be can fay the € areehifm)
and be gonfirmed.
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AT ceatife of laving onof handg,

e That almoft exaiily according to the
imitive yfgae iy iy (ill vetained and pradiifed
Y our Church at this dayy and bappy wereitfon
U5, were jp keps wp inits due power and vigowr :

“rel amthat many of .oitr chicfelt Breaches and

Wtroyerfies in Religion, do, if not wholly, ix

|° 8reat meafure, owe their Birth and Rifetothe

Heglecl angd contampt of this excellent Ufage oft?c

hnrcb’ P.219.

+

Co““ming which Rite, a ufed by the Church
" England, we obferve, ‘ ‘
LT iven it, viz. Confirmation.

% Tﬁigﬁ?fﬁ:‘:cﬂz. Cbildren. Bqlpgizu.z’ in
their Iniancics, that are taught their Catechifin,
Ind are gble to fay the Creed, 'Larjdx Prayer,
0d Te Commandments in the Euglifp Tongue.
3+ The ddminifirators, 3B (hop onely, and
‘h_‘:l‘ffore the Ceremony was.f0 vuigarly called

&

1 UPing. Ers : :
4. The Forceand manner, as exprefs d by thac
Bl(hOP'S putting the hand upon the Hcad of
e Children, and faying that Form ol words
Irected,
3. The Ends, as declared, viz. 1. To confirm
ants Bap:ized, and the Promife of rh; Stree
*ies made for, them therein, 2. To give the
Pirit for ¢he enercale of Grace, and ftrengeh
againtt Temptations, 3 To confirm the Uaity
and Order of ¢he Church, and orderly to adaue

| them therein.

G The Time when adminifired ; betwixt
: B 4 their

23
" Dr. Cave, in his late Primitive Chriftianity,Dr.Cave,
Upon the Subje&, faith of our Englifb Confir-
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their Baptifin and the Supper, afloon gs they fogm

can {ay their Catechifm, ",
7+ The Grounds upon which they affere .//g;
e

viz. The Ufage of the Antient Chureb,Decrees

of Councils, Apofiles Practice,
Performed by them with very lictle Reye. it
rence or Caution, cither how or upon whom 4
they doit, faith Mr. Hanmer and Mr. Bax- | 2
zer. !
Mr, Hanmer, p, 42. Though they deem ; hot
to be of {ome weigtll;t and co;zgfequenc{, y:;n;:‘ﬂ]u
ufedby them, it is little lefs than ridiculous, g b
wecr vain and empty Ceremony s or ( as t’hew I
'Samft—’:onﬁﬂiou texms the Romifh Sacramens of
Confirmation ) Inanis Umbra, an Empty Shallts
dow 5 and Hommins, a vain Invention of S“P"‘-’"ﬁ 0
ftitions men, “b[ﬁa’
Mr. Baxter, In his Book Of Confirmasion "aof
P. 155. faith, To bis knowledgeit was done by tb:b“ﬁ
bef of them in a carelefs budling way, mumbliy ,! !
aver a few gormal Prayers wupou perfons thag gt
they kuew not whether they were Chriftians or o
Infidets, or that they did fo much as ko theneyh
wasaGod, ?(0”0“
, | i
In the Fifth place, We come to give yoy 1l
an Account how this Rite hath Leen afferred gy
and pleaded by (ome, both of the Indepen- ;ﬂ'
dent and FPreslyterian Perfwafion 5 fo cfpccial}y xﬁi"‘
by Mr. Fonathaw Hanmer, in his Book called Lyt

Confirmation the Ancient way of complmting"‘f.o
Churchl Members : Written with great applaufe gl
in the year1657,  And Mr, Baxter, in cop- I
firmation thereof, in his Book called Confis.
matioy and Re@toration the neceffary means of Res S
N 0rmation |
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formation and Reconcilation: Who do there:
'n undertake to prove the neceflicy of, Confir-
™ation, alaying onof the hands of the Pres-
Yrery for the confirming and compleating In-
f“”'I-Bapféfm,pcrfc&ing theirChurch-member=

‘ﬂ’iP upon theix Profefflow and Confeffion of

‘aith , and which they ‘endeavour €0 make
800d by this five-fold Argument.

Fathers ] By the fudz-
« 3. By Councais. 4. :
Ment and Pradfice of the Waldenfes. 5. BY
the Judgment of many of the Reformed Di-
Yiney,

I, As to Scripture.

The main Seripture he infits on to prove
this éonmg:;a?ic;;pby( and which as modecfi~
ly faid, i54q probable ground for the fame ) d“
that of Feh. 6. 2. And laying on of Hands,

1exe, as urged, it is made one of the Princi
bles of the Dogirineof Chriff. ~  Where,

1. Its Place is to be taken notice of 5 being

fl Rextafter Bapeifm, and as it were, an Appen-

1% thereof, and for the moft part immediate-
y ﬂ)llowing itin fuch Adult as werc baP"?Cd’
and the nexc Priviledge in the Church as fuch
“did enjoy who wexe batized in Infaincy.
2, Becaufe the belt Interpreters do ufually

- underftand this of one or more of the three

articulars that Impofition of hands hath ‘re-
lation to, viz,
1 1. Of the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy
Ghoft, which was confers’d at firlt upon many
new Conuerts by the laying on of the Apofiles

hands, 4¢is g, 17,19, Of
» 0 21

I. By S‘-‘riémre. 2. By the Teftimony o=

25
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2. Of the Officers of the Church who were | jof
~ ordainéd‘and: fet apart unto their Offices by | .
Prayerand Impofition of hands. This Pareus in “1‘1 !
Heb.6.x. Initiata eras Doltrina de Donis Spiri- "ﬂﬁtﬂ‘
2ualibus & <Minifterio Ecclefiady Tt was an In« 4
itial Doétrine concerning Spiritual Gifts and !
the Minifiry of the Church, Amefs in Bellary: Jﬁ‘,'
Enervat. By Impofition of Hands is meant the l
whole Miniftry 5 Per Impofitionem Manuum Miy ©
mifferinm tosum intelligitur, C
3. Of the Confirmasion of fuch who had been (,W
Baptized, who before the Church made a Pro. {1’1“‘t
feffion of Faith, the Adult before Baptifm, the ?gfgﬂ
Baptized Infant before Confirmation.  So Pifca= :oﬂ,,;q
tor, Bex2, Rivet, Doltors of Leyden, Anfelm, W; |
Calyin, Hyperius, Ilyricus, Mr. Deering upan V’F“
theplace. ~ By thefc and other Expofitors, it b
is faid, is this place of Scripture underftood, in ‘f “
part at leaft, 'of Zntpofizion of Hands in Confir ‘.y,s-!"
mation; which therefore in their apprehentit "L m:
on, is warranted by it, 4 a Dollrine Funda. W“b‘
mental that ought to be kuown by all, and a thing
praciifed by, andtaking its Rife from the Apas '
ftles. And, SRR M

1 1. That it was alo an Apoftolical Practice i
received by the Church inafter-Ages, Caffan.
der ( that Learned Papift, and fo well vers'd #’M
in the Ancients, even to Miracle ) tells us, ,’M
Semper in Ecclefia veligiofiffime obfervatum fuif- "
f1, To have been always moft religioufly ob. '4(
{erved in the Church; and therefore have you M
an Account thercof from rnany of the Fathers, &
viz. Dionyf. Areopag, Clem. Roman. Fuftin
Murtyr’s Refponfes, Tertullian, Cyprian, Am- 8

)‘ojr,
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I’”ﬁ, Ferom , &c. Which being all befor
Mentioned, we need not xepeat, Ands '

II~I. The Decrees of Councils, confirming 3. Dee. of
onfimation to have been an‘Ancient and Ge- Conncilss
“eral Pracfice in the Churches of Chrift; of

Which two enly arc mentioned, viz. The Laod.

cfore recited, about the year 300, and the

Council of Eliberis in Spain,in305, Aund,

Iv. By the Judgment and Pradtile of}he 4. wald,
Waldenfes 5 who received it as an Apeoffolical Prattict.
altitution, as appears by their Apology and
Confeffion of Faith exhibited to Vladiflsus K.
it Hungary, Aano 150.4. witneffing to Infants-
B"P‘ifm: and their Confirmazion after, upon
their Pex(onal Confeffisn; which he mentions
at large out of the fame Apology, And,

V. From the compliance of the fucceding 5 Reformed
Reformed Churches; amongft whom the ¢”

burch of England is mentioned asonc, who
took much of the Qrder of Confirmation (as

¢ faich ) from that of the IVuldenfi: 3 part
Whereof “he repeats; efpecially the Concluli-
On, that debars any from the Foly Communior,
20at were wos confirmed; and adds thereto the
£00d wifhes that Hommius, Calvin, the Lcy_d.
me‘m)rs,@“’c. that s his Bufinefs of Confirmation

A was ,dmimdfrom Antichriftian Mixtures, both

% 30 Name, Nature, Matter, Form, Aa[mzm:
rator and Subjei alfoy the Romith Church
CO“leing Children in theix Infancies.

In




6. Bapti-
zed
Churches
S« F iﬂ):‘ Te
Fo. Grif.-
fith.

. Rider
7. Gran-
tham.
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In whole Hypothefis we have firf,

1 The Name they give this Rite 5 namely

Confirmation, 2. The Subjeits, Adult Per.

fons, all baptized in Infancy, 3. The _44.

" miniftrators, viz, The Pr;sbytcry-Eldcrﬂ)ip.

4. The End, viz. To confirm Baptifm, give
the Spirit, and orderly to admit into the
Church, 5. The Time when to be admini.-
fired, viz. Betwixt Baptifm and the Lord's
Supper, when they give an Account of their
Faith, and @ defire Church Communion,
6. The Grounds upon which they aflire jr.
viz,x. Spiritual 5 efpecially from Heb, ¢, 2,
2, TheSayingsof the Aucients, and Decrees
of Councils, confirmingit to be an Apoftolical
Pradlice.. 7. The Ufage and Pra&iceof the
Ancient and Modern Churches, efpecially
that of the Famous Waldenfes,

6. The Ufage of [everal Baptized Chuyches
in the Nation,

Sixthly and laftly, We come to give you an
Account how that this Rite of Laeying on of
Hands hath, been afferted and pradiifed by (e
veral Bastized Congregations, who have b

their Wvitings maintained and defended, thae

Laying on of Hands spon all Baptized Belie~
vers, is an Ordinwce of Jefus Chrift, eflenti-
ally neceffsry to Chnreh fellowfhip and Commu-
nion ; and that none are to be admitted tothe
Lord’s Supper without it ; and which they
endeavour to make good, elpecially from Heb,
6. 2. Which they conclude tobe a Laying on
of Hands upon all Baptized Believers.,

1 Becanfe
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p) ) B‘Cl‘ur(’: it is reckoned amongft the Foun-~
G‘"""-Prmczple.r, Dorines and Oracles of
od, A[’d: 2. Becaufe they find 1he Church
%fsam““f’; A@s 8. 17. and the Church of
Phefis did praciife accordingly immediately
dter Baptifm, which therefore they do con-
Clud,; was both Chriff’s Precept and the Pra<
:;I:e of all the Churches in the New Teftas
nt.
Amongft whom refpe@ing this Practice]
we obferve,

Il. X. The Name they give this Rite, viz. Lay- Nanse,
" *HE on of Hands, '

2. The Subjecls, viz. Al Baptifed Believersy Subjed.
Menand Women,
3+ The Adminifirators viz, The Elders ox i in
Pre:b_yter:. i3 :

4. The End, for the promifcd Spirit to con- g1
fivm he Baptized, and orderly to admit into
the Church, o 870N (

3y The Timeor Order in which this is ad- ...
Miniftred ;5 beewixt Baptifm and the Supper,
or Prelently after the Baptifm. . Principsl

6. The principal Ground upon which they s
“ertic, viz, The Scripture ; cfpecially from
Heb. 6.2, a1s3, 17+19s
.. Wherein
Thus have you an Account of this Rite, le/;bPar—
N0t only from Scriptures, but how it bath ol

€€ owned and pradiifed fince the firlt: times,

Y leveral fores s and who notwithftanding the ag

Valt differences among them in the Ceremonial

f}:“’ Yct: do all of them hsrmoniou(lyagree in
¢ f‘JUOWing Subftantials, viz,

reée,

at there is a warrantable ground to xl:og-‘
clude
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clude that the Handsof the Bifbop, Elder, of gh.
Preshyter (hould be impofed upon every Bapti- o
2ed Perfon for thereceiving of the Spirit, or ‘f}’"
Confirmation, and that without it none ought ’;ﬁ’ |
to be admitted to the Lord’s Supper, Ll

It remains therefore in the next place; that: :ﬂt
we confider the faid Grounds upon which fo. 4
great an Ordinance is enjoined, and which we. ﬂ
tind o be cither Tradition or the Scripture, i
. 1. Thatof Tradition ( which is principally ‘yef‘
aflerted by the firft four ) is made good either ;C”“
from the Sayings of the Awucients, and De- ;(C’m
crees of Councils, or the Ufageof theancient ot
Churches, 1 l,g"

2. And that of Scripture, which is princi- h@(*
pally urged by the two latter, is efpecially
from Heb, 6. 2, compared,Adt. 8, 17. & 19,6, 4
which we fhall examine ditincily and apart, |

i

“And fisft, As to the Sayiungs of -the Anci- ,l'
ents, that are avouched to make this good; we ‘p,b 1
fhall firft confider what they fay about this Rite 3
and 2. Of what Credit and Autbority thefaid |
Authors are who be produced for the fame. Wf"“

And firh, As to the Rire it (elf, which they il
would make us believe to be fo great an Ordi~
nance of Jefus Chrift, we find it to be {o blaf« M
pbemons and Ridiculous, that the very naming
of the Particulars thereof, maybe fufficient to Iy
dete@ the folly and Impiety: chereof to all
difcerning ‘Chriftians.  Whether  refpeCling
the Name, which they call Chryfms Unciion,
Perfeition, Confirmation,of which the Scrip-
ture is fo much a ftranger g ox the Natare; 5y

sy hieh
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‘(‘;hxch muft be by puting the Sign of the
ofs with a Bifpop's greas'd Finger, in the
Frchead of the Coufirmed, with thefe words
Blafphery, 7 fion thee with she Signof the
‘roj}, and with the Chryfm of Salvation, s
¢ Name of 1he Father, Son and Spiris, the
arty Deing in a white Garmens , his Head
“und with Linuen, his Haix cut, and attens
¢d with Goffipsor Surcties.  And thisis that
Which the feveral fore-cited Popes and Fathers
Ve reported to be Apoftolical 5 and the {eve=
"l Councily have by their Camons and Decrees
Ctexmined and enjoyned asthe great Sacra-

0 t0 Baptifim it fcIf; and which without di-.
Pute ¢ Vﬁ'efr'x’:u:ﬁ ljelicve) was fo much the ap~
Pointmey, and practice of Chrift ar_ld the Apo-
tles, and as yet practifed accordingly by the

C Y
urch of Rome to thisday. Ws us, That Honmiss

Qonccming which Hommius te .
% is oz only uuknown and contrary to the Scrip=-
'“':f:, but blafphemons and Idolatrous, and the
Yain Inyension of fuperﬁitiou: e

Ment of Confirmation, and {o tranfcendent al~ ,

31

And Tilenus, upon their lifting it above Tl

B“_P’ifm, and confining it only to @ Bifbop's band,
an.h) That they make an Excrement of Awnti-

:f”ﬁ/'_’ much more excellent 1 8azn the S acrament

. Chrift, by how much they make @ Bifhop ex~

; 3 common Prieft, or anordinary perfon. Syn-
€ Pars 2.¢.58.8.15.

And Admefius faith, The Reafons given by the dmi/.

E”Pilhfor the famG, are both empty andipipi-
. Bel. Enervat. c. 4. :

d,‘)if: inter Opufcul, That beyond meafure they

bhave

And notably Mr. Calvin, In Prcf, ante Cate- clvin.
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2, Whst
sheir Au-urged in proefhcreof 3 concerning whom, we@%,
borities may (o well fay, asis ¢th o [
thorsszes, may ys as is the Doltrine, fo arc the 'y

:l¢

Qreatifeof laping on of hanpg,
bave,deckt this Adulterons Confirmation like an ¢
Harlot, with great fplendor of Ceremonies, and i
many pompous Gauderies; moreover, while they ‘1 [;
will adorn it, they do it with excerable Blafpbe- W,Jl
mies, boaftingtbatitisa Sacrament move wors rf’hj
by than Baptifm, and calling them balf.Chri. rD‘[
fians, whoever bave not been befmear’d: pighy 1
their ftinking Oyl s butin the mean while thejp I
whole ation contains nothingelfe but Hiftrionical l;"”
Geftures, or rather wanton Apifh Plays withous I
any Art or emulation, &c, :

{
f
g

"
,nofcs
Sccondly, from the Authorities themfclvcslf“g

Dactors, vizs Thofe that are firlk cited to deljs ¥ b
ver the {ame, the very naming of whom, may

be fufficient to detect the Cheat, we having bif
already by fubftantial evidence proved, that alj ! i
thole firlt recited Authorities, viz. Dionyf.” 4. I fs
reopag. Clem, 4. Lp, Jullin Martyr's Re/}onf;;"h;und
Hyginu's Decree, and the Decretal Epiftles of iy
thofe firft Popes, tohave been Impious Lies and wa
Forgeries, things that in aftcr-Ages, by the ﬂp'tl
Rile of the Myftery of Iniquity, were faigned
and invented by fome Monks and Friers, and Prl\‘

put upon thofe men of Name of the firlk yﬁ;;i
Ages, thebetter to countenance thofe Antia f}

chriftian Impieties that were to be impofed {x’oﬂ
upon the World, fox Apoftolick 5 for by fuch ﬂ"',;l
Lies and Forgeries, did the man of fin afcend i
the Throne. And is therec not good ground %ﬂ
think you, to fufpe@ the/Juftice and Truth_{f‘h’t
of that caufe, that cannot otherwife be de- 'ﬂ'
fended nor maintained, but by fuborned Wits =2

mef:s,
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Nefles, and Knights of the Poft ; for upon no
Citer Authdrity have they impofed }'h!s
Which. they call the Sacred Rite of Confirmati-
", Infants-Bapifm Exorcifm, and a hundred

-

A diculous Ceréinonies more, which they would
o Perfwade s to belicve wcrc.ApoﬁO!ic“l' though

35 10 this of Confirmation, fome of themfclves

, nec g ( brifto fuiff: Inftitutio, &e, Thatat
Z’M neirher inftirused by Chrift or !)_u /,Ipajé[ef,
g2 Pope Calixtus, dnnp, 218.. Rivet s Lon-
yov. ] om, 2. Yet {0 1ntoxicated with the
hores Cup were all thefe Councils, upon no
Xtter grounds to decree ity and all thefe after=
oé’tors, as jmbrgje,j’erom, Aunftin, and othersy
§ flcre and plead it for an Ordinance of Chriffs
1ch was not oncly fo contrary (0 the Scrip=

| bu“" but fo blafphemous and ridiculous , as
¢

fore,

;/ " And if it had been an Apoftolical Tradition
0 Praie this, as the firft Councils decreed
(™" the Fathers and others pm&'z]ed, viz, for

iny hundred years, as a Baptifmal Rug, 10

[ Bé Petformed ac one and the fame t-i‘mc with:
J19Ptilm, . whether upon Infants or Adult, and

O whom alfo as-pertet and compleat ¢ hrifti-
1S, they gave the Euchanifis how came the

| fier Counci's o be (0 bold, to alrerand change

I v >
Hrom nfancy to the Adule (tate, putting it

EDQ“ them onely for fo many Agzes ; and the
Shurch of R.ame afterwards te alter and change
inag‘i“o returning it to its figlt R,a&icc, lean-
aieg Upon the WValidity of thofc nr_ﬁ .,,‘1urharz-u
B concerning whom, though it 15310 WOl
f thit they fhould hold faft fuch impioos:

C fax=
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l!c COnﬁn“ncd to ag}(nnwlcdgq,~ nec ab APUﬁO' Rﬂ/f‘aﬂ .
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objeltion
as tothe
waldenfs
Chireh,

Anfrs

d@ratify ofaping on of anog, |

vation,to find our Protéffant- Writcxs and Chier- V'

Forgerics, and have tecoutfe to fuch lying Fae ;lff‘
bles, to maintain it yet it is matter of admia Wf

ches to fly to thefe Authorivies, both Fathers m‘

and Councils, 10 create forne colourable pre- it
vence for Confirmation ? g !f;if”’
o

But what do'you fay to the Practice o
Waldenfian Chury‘c‘h 3 (Y) whom you havcoaf(":gc sri"a
bed fo much Authenticknefs ? Who, as you cb:.ﬂ"
ferve, were fuch carly Wieneffes for Trath ; as;f‘ :
‘well as eminent oppofers of the Romifh Charchyt"
in all their Fopperies 5 who yet, as it appcar-:ﬂi’y
eth, haw;c aflerted and practifed Confirmation, "‘j
as you have atlargein the forecited Apolopyll’
10 King Laodiflans, King of Hungary alfd B%Z’fglib
bemia. L!‘of/;

. To which Ifay, That it is' moft manifeﬂ‘;ﬂ“‘l
as I have already demonfirated that that Apo<
logy was not from the Waldenfes as the Prcamky"",,‘
ble it {cf declares sy but from fome of thofeﬂ"{:{
Profcflors dittinguithed by the name Huffites 'd&,
who held much with thofe of the Reformed

Way in Germiaiy: and not the Taborites OM“%
1V aldenfizn Brethren, who alfo inhabited in Bor'.ﬂ ,
hemiz, and othet parts of Germany, Poland, andﬂtﬂ‘
Hungary, And that thofk true Waldenfes wcr‘qJ’m(
«fa quite contrary Opinion, appears by thci;ﬁ\'to
Ancient Confeffions of Faith y an cminmﬁ:”
inltance whercof you'l find in their Treatifgly
of Sacraments, in Paul Ferin, p. 329. and iri"

(hé

Morland's Hiffory, p- 179+ in thele words i
‘W’J

A

i
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fl . s for the Sacramint of Confirmation, which
' .:&ﬁ”d #ot inftituted either by Chrift or bis A~

bess, for Chrift, the Pattern of all bis Church,
i &4t C,""ﬁrﬂﬂd in bis Perfon, and he doth not
Rq"‘ff that there fhould be any [uch thingin
Ptifm, bus onely pure Water 3 andthat [uch a
LT ament s yos found needful for Salvasion s
ereby God i blafphemed, and nhich was in®

, #ced by 1the Devil's inftigation, $6 feduce the

ieople. mzi to deprive thepit gof the Faith of the

" urch. and thas by fuch means they might be
::? the mare to bélieve the Ceremonies, and 1be

J Uity of Bifbops. L i

g 3s allo tc{ ch taken notice of, tbatf"ﬁ”’;‘;f’;?v‘:‘f‘:; (

Al 27y in his Apology, giving an Account 0 e (

ahc Faith and Pra@ice of the Chaurches in thofe ), Ze o0y,

g\lys 0 Anonins Pius, takes not the leaflt notice

t

flereof, though he recountsall their Services
n’:g Ceremonics in Worlhip with great Plain-
i t is alfo not unworthy out obfervation, that Novatéanz.
e Novdtién,r, that w()nhy famous Church and
n:.apl‘\ did, as Jofeph Vicecomes tells us, oppoﬁ;
i::seeBhlﬁnclfs of Confirmation in Century 3.
omes, £, 28. p. 372.

_And alfo'ic is m.la}nzl/fcli out of Breerwood, the Nor in the |
tm'n-cnf Recorder of the Antiguitics of ¢he Greek Grichurches
e *rches, thar the Greeks did impugnand ra-
3 that of Confirmation, Br.p.127. out of Pif.
thaR'P' Myfch. p, 4o. And particularly tellsus - |
A ”hc_Neﬂorianr did not practife it. p. 124. Nfforizni.
Utof Bib. par, p.1054. : :
’OTh“ the Abyflines inhabiting Prefter Jobn's abypus.
4. ey, did not pra@ife it. Br,p. 167. Ex

U Hift, Hhispiey 5. :
£

==
"

e
i
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26 4 @reatife of layingonof banvs, »
Mufcor. And that the Mufcovites omit it, Br.p. 136 i
Ex fo. Metrap. Rufl. in Epift. ad Epifc, Rom. ’y’"

apud Sigifm. De Reb, Mufc p.31. e

. “r"
Cophts And that chere 15 no mention either of the"hﬁ
mor faco- Cophriin Egyp. ox Facobites in Syria; that cvci‘M
bites. practifed this Rice. 4

It is al(o nanifeft out of the Confiffons ofﬁ Yv
Faith of the Belgick, Charches, eftceming them-'; ,7
{tives the true and immediate Succeffors of th oo
Waldenfesy vecorded at large m the fl)mclj't)v‘:’J
Martyrol, ox Bloody Theater, Printed in 1660, n

That there is no mention of any fuch pradic i’w
as Impofition of Hands upon all baptized peraph
fons among(t them cither formerly or lacash
tealy. : : ‘ pf
o e Eadin s
z. The 1o thenext place we fhill confider the Scripw?‘
Seriptéere ture-ground that is urged and produced i
Grosnd. proof hereof 5 efpecially by the two latter f
which we find to be principally from Heb. 6. 2l
The Dodirine of Biptifm, laying on ot Hind 0
Mr.Hans cmSeasds 78 peigiy which Mr. Hanner a-c-hﬂ
7ery knowledgeth 10 be the chief's and ( thougih
as he modeftly expreflith himfelf ) but aprabau‘%ﬂd
ble ground from the Scripture 30 foundit upoy 5
being theve made one of 1he Principles of ¢ '
Doéirine of Chrift, and placed next after Bapf “f'
. tifim, and as it werean dppendix thereof, ap L
' ghich for the moft part, immediately f'olla;ﬁqﬂ“ﬂ{,
itinfuch Adult as were haptized, and the ne M
priviledge of the Church ( he caith ) that fu ’
did enjoy as had been baptized in Infancy s agf t
that many of thebeft Interpresers did ufually urgﬂ'
der@and this place tomexn, in part at leaft, i
Impofition of Elands in Confirmarion s though & '
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| dot confefs others did alfotake it to mean Impo-

fition of Hands in Ordination; and others the
Whole Dotirine of laying on of hands, as expreft
i 'the Scripture; but efpecially leans upon the

Pburcb in all Ages, p. 26, 27.
I I, To whom, and toall of his Pe:fwafion,
.’.ﬁ)’a That'if rheir Infants Baptifmbe a Nule
"y, which they pretend hereby. efpecially to
confirm, and is the main defign of his and
ri Bakter's ‘Treatifes 5 that their practice
Rertupon falls'to the grounds for if theix
H)'P‘”htﬁ.‘r‘b'e naught and rocten; ther Thefts

| €anfot be (Gund thae is builtuponit s but that

1515 f(), the forégoing Treztife of th:n Sub;’c&

oth amply difcover; proving with great
Clearne(s, (hat it was an Diyémionand Inftirs-
% of man, yea, of the man of Sin 3 calculi-

tedon puppofe o out Chrilt’s Biptifin), and’to

Wl defile his Chuarch s and this appeating to ‘be

oFthe fame Picce, contrived and ‘ordered by

| the fame Heads and Hands it is mect, that

3s they have lived , fo they {hould dic togt~
ther, . L ; .

And fecondly, We may conclude ?anon,a!-
ly, 1f Infints were capable of Baptifm, thty

Were as'capable at the fame time, of laying on
.OF hands (“as firlt infiituted and praéhlcd')

and of the Supper alfo, as Awftin and othcrs
tell g they had them all together, and not

/) B baprizg them, ‘and then many years after

(andno body knows how and when ) confirin
them ; for if oné 'be a Foundation or begin-
ning Doétrine, as the other, they have dove
F??(t and moft according to Rule and Reafon,
‘ il oXT i that

Tm’ﬁ’i"”a and the Ufige, and Praclice of the

37
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. ice upon.

‘Mr. Baxt,
Sober can=
tions,

2 Tyeatife of laping ow of haups, ‘;’ﬁ

that haye praéifed itimmediately, and not de- W’

ferr'd . . "

And chirdly, Since the Scripture is, as co. "
f¢f5'd, but a probable ground, and that of Trae ’,{I‘;
dition, Antiquity, and conftant Ufage of !hc‘ i
Church, the mose cevtain 5 the lateer appear. Vf,f
ing {o invalid upon all the foregoing Confiderqas {‘,w
#ioys,that faint infiouation from that Scripture f‘ |

> ,ﬂﬁf f

cannot be a ground fufficient 1o build that Pray f"‘g’
- L

And to which lamy, wewilladd Mr By, H";

.ter's Sobex Cautions, enough to fhake the <Oon- '5'3”

fidence o(/any that have no better Ground for ‘4;3;1
the Practice; as we find them in pe127, 128",-4‘_5
129. of his Confirmation : Where, atter he ¥ao
had,with all his might,endeavoured to eftablith

gt
it both from Scripture and Antiquity, doth, ac. ?ltrﬁ

_cording fo his wonted manner, in 3 few Lines ﬁli

unfay more than he had faid in all the ref, i;,};}
vViZ. W
1. That wedonotfindthar God inflitnted thig IJ‘:};
Sign as a Matter of Necefity, fill withos i | il
terruptionto beufed s but onely thas by holy mexn d”f}
itwas apylied as a convenient Sign or Gefture 1o ZV'J
the works in which they ufed it 3 (ver as lifting ‘aﬁ‘
up of baundsin Prayer, was ordinarily #fed as 4 w;
fit Geflure, not wilfully 1o be neglecied withoys j J
caufe, and yet not of flat neceffity 5 or as Kneel. ﬁ{gi
ing in Prayer, is ordinarily meet, but 1ot always

Wl
4 A |
neceffary 5 we find so more Seripture for theone 'ﬂ‘Mﬂ

~or for the other : which fhews how listle Reg. ';,f

fon there is 20 .miake it matier pf Nec.'ﬂflj, T he it
Ancient ( burch alfo ufed it fo varionfly. as thas s'}‘y
it 15 plain they fixed it 1o no one Cafe aloue 5 of '&J

| ¥he divers Cafesin which they impofed hands on [

the




@ | *bat fometimes the Holy Ghofk i giver

A ;
(r'| "% was alpays done.

|3 @reatife of laping onof WU 52,
| *8 dleiecbum.en;’ andfaur:‘timef-qn.,f-he PCHHVZ}I a4
: “A”lbdw?r: others . . gs, faith he, you may fee it
afpinzus’s Obfervat. .31 3% . 1. e
;2 We find phat Kneeling in Prayers andlifts.
2 #p of bands, gvere often omitteds Jo we find © -

¢ before Bap=
ﬁlfm 8 Iml’"‘?ﬁ'ioﬁof'fiand.r, Adks 10. Anﬁdnée
nd ot that the Apoftles ufed it at all, viz, for:
ofiﬁrm‘"‘iﬂn.; ,iBougb[confe]nbe Negative Ar-
SUIHE is infirm , yeb it feems not probable ibut

3: It was fomevhat (W] icious to find in Juftin
Martye’s pefeription of the Chriftisn Churches
'\ Practices. wo mention of 1h#, yior any Sacrament

but Baprifm .andshe Lords S#PEY nor any o
K :’;Z Roman Ceremonies , -and Iren@ds and [ome
p ¢rs alf> are filent init 800, A e

i 4. Gocfi rhakgftb 1o Ccrémaniii wuder the .Gb'f[ge l*,
| O neceffary . cxcept ‘the iwo,Sugfametzt;-, n(n:.
i lay“b/b great aﬁref; ou them as under ’tke L_qw“v,

and therefore we are #ot, to interpre the Gn‘fpél
as laying mens Salvationy ov'the Peace of the
Church on_any Ceremoxits  unlefs we find i
clearl_y cxprefs'd. : e

S.. For all that Ihave faidfrom Scripturefor
Impofition of Hands in Coufirmation (though the
Lawfulnefs of it is proved paf Doubt ) yet the
Proof of the Duty of ufingit # liableta [r many
Objetiions, as thas 1 muit weeds confefs thas the
Gofpel~iendernefs, andthefenfe of 0% mut sl In=

rmitics, and our care of temder Confeiences 5
and of the Churches Peace, fronld reftyainall the

Sons of Picty and Peace from making it amaiter
o flat neceffiry, and forcing them that [eruple to
ubmit 4 i3,

C 4 we
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The Scri-  We come in the next place” to confider “the"
pture-gr. Séi‘iplurc-Gm’gnd’é upon which “the’ Baptift's
. upon w hav.g“aflf¢rt_cd‘rh?s'.R;.tc, and founded ‘this pra
the Bapt, &ife of inipofing’ bands npon all Baptiztd Be- |

bave
founded

i,

aCreatife'of laping o of haring

lievers ; .and fé.”otﬂvséhi'i'a“l/] HECE 175 6 Chusche
Communion, and whiich, as vefore, you find
to ,f‘b“c pecially’ held forth. frony Hib, 4. Do
Though afirmed” not"with that Sobriely and

thex Infallivility'; ‘and’ :t;licrct:qx:"‘/"i'thpofc it acs
cordingly, denying Felowfhip o any that do

not {0 recerveit  and @b fome have in Printa/.

ffer"{f{it, as neither being Baber in'Chrift, rior has.

ving Communion_with  God'; 'as "M, Griffith
in, his Book' hathiit, "cill'd Gid' Oracle

f.rgm;this Text, is, gs(")f_ou have heard, two-folds
firfh, ,Béc,apfde;ying ot of hands is teckoned
among(t the beginning~Teachings. And fccond.
l“y..‘.‘.).’a_c_cauﬁ; they find iz, as'they iy, praéiifed
accordingly, Acis 8.17. A8 14, 6. :
. To the Trial and Examinition thereof, we
fhall thercfore apply our felves, ‘and fee whe.
ther thele, have difcovered a betcer Bafis (o
found this Practiczupon, than thofe chat have
gone before, e W

. And in order thereto, we (hall'in the firly
place lay down thefe two following Principles,
fofully owned by themielves,as a Line to care
ry us through the Work, viz. /

e T bat 39 every Ordinance of Chrift there
muft be [ome plain pofitive word of Inftitution
20 confirm i, And neither Humane Tradition,

< i Ul DL L -and" |
Modefty as ‘the other'from Probability, but ras

Vo b B Bt cwada s Uracle, p, 8. 4
And' the ‘reafon of this !htl.l’\;gi‘éat‘i:“anﬁdt.nze- i
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vorfar~fercht Confiquenceand In erencé, fuch
as the many Volumes ¢hat have been written
from Circumcifion and Federal Holinefs toal=
fere _.I"“mtS~Baptifm to be an Ordinance of
Chrift, which no ‘ordinaty capacity can reach,
and only men of Parts and Abilifics can frace
and follow' in their Meanders. s

2, ' That topraclife any thing in tbe‘mbr:/faip of

/ God'for an Ordinance of bis, without an Infti=
tution, is Will-Worlbip and Superffition.  Buk

how their affertions will comport ‘with thele

| honeft Proteftant Principles, we ﬂjill' prefently

e ¥ -
¢d ' for the Tngitation of
76 142 Therefire lea~
Bing the principles of tbe Doctrine of Chrift, 1ot
Us 70 oy to perfection, #ot byE agarm_tbgfaun-
dation of Repewtance’ from Dead Woi‘lq,and of
Faith towards Gods of the Docirine of Bap=
$ifm, and of laying on of bhands, and of Refur=
reciion of the Dead, and of Eternal Fudg-

ment,

10 Rrsie
The great Text ,u,r%
this Ordinance, 18, Fe

This is the Text whichis affirmed to be the G anth.

gteat Charter of the' Church for this Point of
Faith and Pra&ice s but how to find the’ lealk
Warranty for the (ame thercin, we (e riof. Itit
was indecd faid, Let all baptized Belsevers have
hands 1aid upon them; with as rouch plainne/s;
as Let all Belicvers be baptized, Mat, 28 24.
Als yo. 48. Or, Letall Baptiz,vd Believers €at
the Lord's Supper, 1 Cor.11.24. AGS 2 41242
At was fomething to the purpofe, s
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42 ATreatifeof lapingon of hanog, %°'
Objedt. But ‘isitnot reckoned among(t the Princi- | :
ples, Foundation, Do&rime and Oracles of ‘ll‘d

God? : g "

| | o

Anfw, ¥o 1t is very true, the Dodfrine of laying on !
of hands is hexe reckoned amongft the Pripei. WP

ples of the Do&rine of Chrift ( or his begin~ "I‘l"d
ning-teachings ) 5 but thenit muft be fuppofed I
to be fuch a iying on of hards as was {om:. T
where taught and pradifed. But fuch a laying
onof hauds upon all. Baptized Belicvers. e ;J‘
find no where taught or Pradifed. Jefus Chrigk
our great Example ( as the Waldenfes (o well ily,
obflcrve ) had no bands laid upon him by Fobn F;lé
Baptiftafter he baptized him | neither did he pa'ﬂf‘
Jay hands upon all his Difeiples before ‘they ‘4
broke Bready ncither did he give one word of po"‘
it in his Commiflion upon his Afcention | nor
do we read that this’ Church of the Hebrems W
\ pra@ifed any fuch thing 5 for there is no men. aglff
tion that the 126 bad bands (o laid upnn them; *
nor the3000 in Chas. 2. or 5000 in Chap. 4. #
. after therr Baptifin, before they broke Bread : d‘"ﬂ
NCithde we find the leaﬂ' ofi[ in any ()!th .
of the Churchesin the New Tefament ; neis  (#f
therin Samaris, by Philip, after he baptized VW
them, vor Corinth, Philppi, " Colof, ThefJal,..
#'ca, Rome, the Cburchef of Galatia, Churhes ¥
in Afia, Smirna, Thyatira, Perg’amz&;,\S.z'rdi;" ’g;d"
Philadelphis, mo, nor in pre/u&;‘ Itis"t'ruf, 10\\{
Paxl laid hands upon twelve of their number,
upon another occafion, as Peter and John did
in Samariz; whereof you have an Account J’b
hereafter ; nor in the Churches in Syria, An- ’Wﬂ
sioch; Lytra, Derbe, &, b H
‘ : But
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But why fhould laying ‘on of hands be rec- Objed. 2.
oned among(t the beginning: Principles; and*
called the Docrine of Layingon of hands, if
1t was not to be pra@ifed by all? for noxe
dOubts.but laying on of bands was a Pradlice,
and this Practice was to be taxght to all Bapti-
&ed Believers 5 yea, the Babes in Chrifts and
therctore muft it needs be pracifcd by all,

This, itis true, hath gon for the Tuftitution ;
and great Ground upon gwhi::h it hath been #r=- Anfu{.
ged and impofed; but how much “of Fallacy
and Falfhood s in this Argument, you will ea=
gly difcern 3 as though no adt donc¢ upon, or

raliice done by others, might b: matter of

oCrine or teaching, to us, without being en? 7
£3g¢d in our own perfons to doe the fame : were o
N0t all the Miraclcs that Chrift and his Apo-

les did, matter of Do@rne, and much F-

ification and . Inftruction fromthem, and yet
Hot for our imication and practice? 5

But this in the Text relpects fome of Objed. 3.
Chrify's beginning. teachingss his firft words, ‘
that js Milk for Babes, and can you tell us
of any but fuch as is proper for all baptized

abes, ox new-baptized Believers?

Yes no donbt , for what fay you to thofe e,
Wordsof Chrift in the Commiffion it fclf, which
You cannot deny to be begining-words? Mar.
16. Where itis exprefly faid, That the Bap-
Y2ed fhall in bis pame caft out Devils, Jpeak,
With yep, " Tongues, toke up Serpents, drink

| Pn‘,}ﬁ’f" aud nos burt them ; and alfo fhall by

kznd:
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44 . Q@reatifeof laping onvof bandg,
; * bandsonthe fick, and tbey (ball recover,  And ﬁ“{b
fodid the baptized Belicvers accordingly in ‘
thofe days, going out and preaching, the Lord

working with thim . and confirming the Word fﬁﬂ‘
with Signs following : Butisthis the tanding 2/
Qrdinince to “all baptized Bclicvers ‘to the “tjjﬂl
world’s end 2 This was mdeed that laying oz Iy
of bands properly called Confirmarion; wherc- a;‘b
~ asafterwards a laying on of hands of another I
\“® pature , was fo called, and introduced ; (o ﬁféi
that here you have then alaying on of hands pe!
among(t Chrift's fixlt Teachings for Tongues:, fie
Healing and CMiracles neceffary and profirable yﬁa
L 10 be taught to all, even the meaneft Babes, for p/d
Confirmation s as Heb.2.3,4. 1 Cor,14. 22, J
Alis 8. 8. Mark 16,20 Which yet I prefiime

none will fay that every Belicveroughe to' pras
wecnllar iR

Aulw.2. Secondly, If every one of thefe Principles i
Aip.2 Heb.6. arc {0 abfoluely to be takenin by"’%z‘b:: J
and without which, we.are notto eltcem them y‘,’
communicable; what do_you fay to the ‘Do- wl‘
Grine of Baptifms in the Text, one of the j;f
Principles and Foundations of the Gofpel ? i¢ iy
is not faid .the Do&tine of Bapti{m.” Myl j¢
21l be baptized with the Baptifin of the Spiri¢ =
and of Sufferingalfo, or not to be reccived in- It
.to Communion.? RS

Anfw.3. And Thindly, As to Laying en of Hands Wi
" " mentioned | amongft thefe’ Principles in the
Text, as it.may relpect the Laying onof bands
upon the, Miniftry, for their folemn Tuviftia
tureinto theix Office, whether Deacons, Adks 6. &

< et Ebdery;

i
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Q @reatife of laying o of hands, 45
Elders, 1 Tim,1. 14 ©Of Meffengers. A&s 14, i

( whereby they arc fer apart t0 sranfac m the y
whole Order, and in all the Ordinances © Gids
Hoyfe ; and wherein every particular Member
comes to be concerned, not onely refpecting
the Adminiftrasions performed by them,but the
Yeciprocal Duty incumbent upon cach of them
towards thofe their Overfeers (0 (et over them)s
It becomes neceflary therefore tO be taught,
knowsn, and wnderftood by all, and that in the
b‘ginning-’rcachings # though a
M_‘:mbtr are not conceried in the
Eice thereof s for all arenot Propl
Teachers, And it is mofk £¢ _
Docirine or Teaching of laying on of hands, 13
all that is mentioned in this Scripturc; all
baptized Believers mult be taught it, thats
plain; but that they are vobligcd thercfore
to prackife if, isnot here or clfewhere to be

fOul]d'

_But what do you fay to Ads8.a7. &19.6 Objelt 4
Are thexe not two exprefs Prefidents for {ucha
laying on of Hands immediately after Baptilm,
as we infer from hence, concluding that thefe
two Tesxts aforefaid,give fufficient warranty fo

“to determine ?
5 th been (o received and Anfw;'
#rged by thofe that (o pracife ; but how war-

Tantably, we thall farther examine. We read
indeed of laying on of hands for the giving of
the Spirit in three placess '

17. was before Bapti(m ;
tioned, after; (o that these isno p

It is true , this ha

-one whereof, 41 9.
and thefe two men=
ofitive Con-
clufion
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clufion {o be fetche from the Prefidénts, whe . fi’ |
ther before orafter § asi: wasia the Mmateer
of Healing, which was given fometimes by
laying on of bands, fometimes by' words of |
Faith fpoken to the Sick, fometimes by Pray. i
er, fometimes byfending }Idnd/-;crchicf;, fome-
times by their very Shadows ; foalfo was the
Spirit given fometimes by laying o of hands,
fomctimes by Prayer, fometimes by Preachingy
or Prophecying, fometimes before, fomctimcz
after Bapeifm.

But concerning thefe two Scriptures (3
much infifted upon, and impofedto be the Pre.
fident and  Pattern for all Churcheés, and for
every Member in the Churchy let u¢ put them
to trial.

As to that of Saniaria, it is faid, that fe.
veral being convertedin that City, and baptil
zed by, Philip, who wrought many Miracles,
and continued fome time with them, as v, 13,
yet did he not impofe hands upon any of thein
that we read of. Th: Charch of Ferufalem
bearing that Samaria bad received the Word of
God, and that the Spirit vis fallen upon mose
of them (viz. ina vifible manner which was the
proper phrale atcribated to thole extraordinary
meafures of the Spinit {o frequently given to
the Siints in thofe diyes,as Ad10.44.& 1117,
16,17 which fometimes did fsil upou them be-
Jore Baptifm,as Alis fo. and fometimes atter,as
Alls2.1,4 31, without laying on of Hands) did
therefore tend Peter and, fobn, who it feems, i
were extraordinarily gifted by God; fo that 2

on
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on whomfocver they prayed and laid bands, the

Spirit was vifibly, extraordinarily and immedi~
stely givens aswver, 18. As healing to the fick,
by thofe that had that Gift alfogiven by God,
( from whom every good Gift came )and who
accordingly, ’tis faid, laid their hands upon
them 3 ‘but how many of them “tis not faid ;
furely not upon all; for Simon by his pro-
Phane Offer, difcovered he had neither received
the 77ifdom nor Grace thereof, and had neither
_L_Gt or Part therein, though baptized 5 and (@
&1s {aid they received the Spirit in fuch aman-
het that it was viffible to the Spectators.

~ And as to that of Ephefis, AGs 19. 6. Pant
It {eems, finding fome of the Cigurcb there,
that had not reccived the Spiritafcer they had
beleived and were baptized, viz. in that vifible
Mmanner o ufually given in thofe dayes, layes
his hands upon ¢welve men of their number 3
(itis not faid all the Church J who thereupon,
did immediately xeceive the Spinif, in fuch a
degree, that it was demonftrated by (peaking

With Tongucs and Prophecying.

S0 that in neither of thefe two places (fo
much urged for the Explanation of Heb.6. 2.
And to be a Prefident and Rule for us, t0 the
¢nd of the world ) can we find that there was
A laying on of hands immediasely after Bap-
Yifm, nor with any certainty uponall and eve-
1y Mcmber of the Church, nor to fuch an end
s can be attainable in after-times,

‘»- s vy Aﬂd
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a@reatife of laping onof Linps,
. Aadas to that.of 2 Tim.g. 6. Wherein Pay!
exhoxts Timothy o thrup the Gift (hat was jn
him by putting on of hishands, aflerted R
laying on of hands of this kind, as urged, nog
Ordination 3 13, , -

Finft, Abegging, not proving the Queftion, ¥

Secandly, It is manifelt that Timothy had the
hands of the Presbytery laid on him, which
none doubts to be Ordination 5 and that Paml
and Barnabas were the Presbyters that did or-
dain in thofe Churches of Afia, is very mani-
felt, Acis 14. 23. Wherein by God’s Blefing
upon his Ordinance, there was a Gift received,

and to be ftirred up; and therefore in faying, °

Stir up the Gift that wasin him by putting on
of his hands, and negle@ not the Gift that
was in him, which was given by the laying
on of the hands eof the Preshbytery , whereof
Paul was one, feems to mean one and the

fame thing, and not two things, as urged ; i

and to be no other than thofe ordinary Mini-
fterial Atrtainments, which by giving attena
dance to Reading, Meditation, Praycr, Exbor.,
tation and Docirine, was to be encreafed and
trirred #p.

Therefore fince not the leaft Sylable of Iy.
ftitation, neither Precept norx Prefident. can be
found out for {uch a Prallice, may wenot fally
conclude in the words of our .Agreement, thag,
forany to praciife any thing in the Word of God
without an Inftitntion from the Wordof God, is

Bae. |

o
¥
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. But if this be not the laying on of hands 04}, 6.
ntended in the Text, what isic? If we have

Wils'd the fence and fcope of the Apottle, pray

You give us a better, or let ours ftand. ’

Suppofc we are not able to fell you, nor to Anfw.,
bc_ pofitive or peremptory in the Cafe, many
things being hard and difficulc to be under-
cod, which fome that are ignorant wreft, 3
¢. would our Jgnorance warrant you, to ‘
ttup your Inferences and Conclufions, as O-
Tacles and Qrdinances, without any Evidence
Or Authority from the word, and be thereby
Confirmed in your confident Aflertions? It
' May be enough to havé evinced to you, that
Yours is not, cannot be that Ordinance of Chritt,
that Principle and Feundation Doétrine 5 fo
Confidently afferted. by you. Yet not to leave
Youin the Dark, take here my apprechenfion
Of this Text, and whercin I am perfwaded [
ave the mind of Chrift, viz.

_The Apolftle, the better to gain their Aitei=ry 1, 6 15
*20% to the great Do&rine of the High Prigi- opencd.
%d, tells them in the foregoing Chapter, by
Way of reproof, how dull of bearing they
ad beea in times paft, how little they had im-
Proved Time or Talent, what little progrefs
they had made in Chriftianity, and what Babes
they yet were therein, and who, infiead of
earing frong meat in Docrine he was deli-
vVering to them, they fiood in more need ot
Milk and to be taughe again thofe beginning-
®Words of God, wherein in their fir® planting
they had been inftruiled ; which notwithﬁaqd-
D ing
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~ ing for the prefent he would forbear to prefs -

upon them, but go forward in his Defign.

Not laying again the Foxndation of Repen.
tance and Faith, the Docttine of Baptrifmes,
Laying on of Hands, Refurreltion and Judg-
ment, which are all the Principles that are
here enumerated 3 which {ome call five, fome
fix, and fome {caven 3 though as to thenum-
ber, if they muft be taken for all the begin.
ning- Principles , 1 concicve we muft eicher
fuppofc them very ‘comprebenfive, or elfe many
muft be left out, as the Ten Commandments,
and feveral of the Inftitutions, fuch as the
Lord’s Supper, which 1 prefume will go for
a beginningsteaching as well as Bapti{m,

Thercfore we muft fuppofe that Repentance
and Faith muft comprehend all both the NVo-
gativeand Pofitive part of Holinefs ; thofe of
Baptifmes and Laying on of Hands, the Inftia
tuzions, Priviledgesand Ordexs in the Church
of Ged ; Refurvection and Fudgment, the whole
of our Hope and Happine(s for the time to
come 3 and particularly that Doéirine of lay.
ing on of hands, to contain not only thofe
laying on of hands by which the miraculous
Healings and fpiritual Gifts were attained for
confirmation of the Gofpel, but thofe laying
on of hands for the ‘inveftiture of the Church-
Officers, who were to tranfact the whole order
of God's Houfe, for the edification of each
Member and therefore neceflary to be taught
to every one. And this is that, which amongfk
the reft they had need tobe taught. and might
e e N L T e have
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A Teeatife of laping on of handg.

ave been reachers of themfelves 5 viz. what
Was the end, ufe, blefling and bencfit of fuch
aRitein the feveral Miniftrasions thexeof s but
No ground in the leaft to confirm it to one
Particular, much lefs to fuch an one of which

N0 Syllable cither here, ox in the whole Book
of God.

‘5[

But why fhoulp you infer; that we by the 0%j. 4.

Doérine of Laying on of hands, may take
1n all the Laying on of hands fpoken of ? when-
a5 it is faid layingon of hands in the Singu-
ar; and not laying on of hands in the Plu-
ral Number ; therctore muft refpe@ only one
fort of laying on of hands.

Which isa meer Criticilm, and has nothing 4ufw,

Of Truth in it; the Dodrine of laying on of
haues is as much Plural, and may refpect the
teaching of all forts, of laying on of hands,
as the Doctring of Baptifmesrelpe@sall forts
of Baptifmes. ;

But why {hould any be offended that we 0bj. 7.

Pray for a Bllling upon our Brechren ox Si-
ters afger theix Baptifn, or upon their admil=
fion into the Ghurch, whereby the whole may
alfo take the better notice for whom we pray?

. To which I anfwer, that we are uot of- Anfw!

fended at a practice of that kind, be it lifting
#p ox laying oy of bands, provided it be not
urged as a thing of abfolute neceffity 5 while
‘:hc Bifbops of old ufed many Céremonies, peo~
Ble were not {o_much concerneds but when
“9e would infpofe them as neceflary, and Infti-,

2 D 2 tutions
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tutions-of Chrift, that broke the Peace, and | 9‘
occafioned much milchicfy fo to all fuch lay-
ing on of hands, a beginning-Dodrine , or ‘ckn‘
Oracle of God-a Foundation ot Chriftisn Re-
ligion to which every Member and Difciple ‘h,s
. of Chrilt ought to fubmit, upon penalty of fo?f
Non Cormmunion for the negleting or re-
jiéng a_Fogndation-Principle , though no ‘
one word of Inftitution, Command, Precepe, ‘”rl
or Example for the {ames; and thatunder pre- f
tence of receiving more of that Spirit of Chriy |
_thereby, whichis a Spirit of Love, Mcekm[;, ot
Humility, Tendernefs , Peace , Edification
there appears to be more of that ather Spirit
of uncharitable jm@gi':g  rending, tearing pe
and. dividing the Body of Chrift; and foraf- 0
{erting for Docivine and Praclice the Cuftoms,

Camm;nd:nen\tr and Traditions of men 5 it is
for thefe things our Offence lies, as o wecll
founded upon Deuxt, 4. 2. & 12. 32.Rev, 22, f
13 Prov. 30. 0. : g

There are two Objections miore that Fhave

. Jately met with, that Ithink very neceflary to !%,.1
give fome Anlwer to, theone is this, iz,

Obj. 8. That as tothe Point of dutiquity,

though (’tis granted ) the Aucients and their L

Fillowers ever hince, have {fo much erred  not

only in the Subject. but divers Circumftances %th
about this Rite of Impotition of hands; yet "
in imuch as there hath been allalonglucha Oﬁi"
IV itnefT born to the thing it felf, it mikes much

tor its Apoftolicalnsfr, and confirrus our Pra«
@ cetherein, wi"

A/:fm,




A Treatife of laping on of hanog.
An{.1.To which, I fay, That it doth not ap-
Pear that fucha Wituefi hath been born s/l a-
bong thereto 5 foras Mr. Baxter fo ingenuoufly
acknowlcdgeth, that Fauftin Martyr | Irencus,
and others in tho(e times avcas filent about it, as
the Scripture is, that any of the Apoftles did ever
ﬁ_) Praciife it in the tirft times ; thole Authori-
'2es that are pretended to aflert the fame in the

tk Ceisturies, having been proved to be (o
f]’zzriom and fupj)(;ﬁtitiauf.

Anfw. 2. But Secondly, If the Practice of it
_ﬂlould be granted to be as ancient as the keep-
Ing of Edﬁer and Leit, Diace/;m Bz'jhap.r, and
Patriarchy, and many other things that have
been (o generally récieved and pradiifed, it no

More proyes it therefore to be Apoftolical than

€ach of them; for a prétence to Ancient Pre-
ription, without a word of God to war=
Yant it, can never juftifie the Divine Authority
of any Pra@ice,

Obj. 9. The other is this, ziz. Thatasto
Pofitive Scripture-Liftirution, fo much called
°r to juflific our Pra&ice of laying on of hands
Upon alithe Baptized, from Precept ox Exam-

Pleyit is not only uureafonable, but dangerouss

45 to many Truths, tobe demanded (ashathin
¢Xprefs words been lately told me ) for where

IS theplain word either for Women's recieving

the Lord's S“PP"’ or to ]ay on bands upon
cers ?

In anfwer whereto, I muft needs fay Lam
Much gricved and aftonifhed at fuch prevari -
' cation 5

53
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cation'; and than which, what can morebe-
tray the Tructh and Juftice of your Caufe ?
for do not yourown Axfwers to fuch like Ina
frances, {o ufually brought by the Pedobaptifts,
fufficiently confute you ? And do you not kxow

“that 1f we had not plain andpofitive Scripture’

for both, that we would not pradiife either 2
For is not 1 Cor, 11, 28. compared with 1 Tim,
2. 4.5. & Gal. 3.28.a foflicient Precept for
Womens Recieving 2 Aad Alls 1. 14. with
Chap. 2. 42, 44. fubliantial evidence for the
Pradiice thereot? And as for laying on of
hands upon Officers 5 is not 1 Tam. 5. 22, a
full Precept ? And Alts 6. 6. & 13.3. & 14.
23. 1 Tim. 4. 14. as clear Prefidents for the
fame? And may we not warrantably fay,
Let there be but asgood Seripture-Authority
produced for laying on of Hands upon all Bap-

“tized Believers before they are permitted o

partake of the Lords Supper, and it thall fuf-
fice? But to et up a practice in God’'s Wor-
fhip, without a warranty from his #ord by
fome plain pofitive Ruleand Direciion, the thing

pleaded for by you ) is nolels ( in my Judg-. -

ment Ythan to give conntenance to allthe An-
tichriftian Inwovations, to let go at once the
ftrongefk Hold of Proteftantifm, reproach the
Wifdom of Chrift; and flight the Awnthority of
the Holy Scriptures, as though we had noca
(ufficient diretion, thereinin all partsof God’s
worfhips : .
And therefore to all thofe worthy Sayings
to this purpofe, of thof Eminent men mentia
oned in the Treatife of Bape. p 93.1 fhalladd
that molk remarkable Expreffon ot Drs Oweny.
= which

&
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A Treatifeof laying owof Hanvs.
which you'l find in his Communion wish God, p. -
171, viz. This then they who bold Communion
with Chrift, are careful of, they will admit of no=
thing, praiife nothing in the Worfhip of God,
Private of publick, but what they bave bis war-
ranut for 5 for mulefs it comes inbis Name, with
Thus faith the Lord Jefus, they will not bear
an Angel from Heavens they know the Apoftles
themfelyes were to teach the Saints ouely what
Chrift commanded them, Mat. 28. 20,

By which found and whole¢fom Rule well
obferved, weare delivered from all Humane

nventions and Traditions; and by which Cox=

i ﬁrmatian, Infants-Baptifm, Lent, Eafter, &c.
| and a hundred more of like import, are turncd

Out of doors, as accufing Chrift of unfaithful-
Tefs, and the Scripture of infufficiency.

And to which purpofe, 7. G. himfelf hath fo
Very well urged lately to Dr. Stillingfleet, about

fant. Bapsifm, from Dr. Fulkout of Treneus; Iyenens,

Viz, When the Hereticks are reprovedout of Scri-
Ptare, they fall to accufing the Scriptures, asif all
# not wellin them, and that the Truth cannst be
found ous of them thas know not Tradition: And
therefore that Tercullian faith, Take away thefe
things from the Hereticks, ( which they bold with
¥he Etbuicks ) that they may ftay their Queftions

wpon the Scriptare onely,

53
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T be Conclufion.

Hus you have had a candid Acconnt of che
Rife, Growth and Progrefs of this Rite of
Confirmation or Laying onof Hands, from the
beginning to this day ( amongftall Perfwafions
that have ownedit ) with the Authorities up-
on which it hath been fornded and impofed 5 to-
gether with a genuine Examination of the
Grounds and Reafons cach Party have given to
juftifie the fame. © And may we not upon the
whole, fairly come to the following Conclufi-
ons ? ' viz.

1. That there doth net appear to be the
lealk Scripture Precept or Pradiice for any fuch
Ordinance of Confirmation, or an Impofing of

Hands upon all the Baptized before they bresk. -

Bread, or are admitted into Church-Commu-
nion,

2. That the Iuftances produced fo prove it
an Apoftolical Tradition, axe impious Lies and
Forgeriers. _

3. That the Authorities by which it hath
been heretofore exjoyned, were nothing but Au-
pichriftian Canons and Decrees.

4. That the moft eminent Witneffes and Cone
feflors that oppofed the Antichriftian Ufnurpasi.
ons and Innovations, have all along witnefled
againftand impugned this of Confirmation, viz,

‘The Novatians, Donatifts, Waldenfes, Greek 4

Churibes, Wickliffians, &c.

All
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All which are worthy the ferious Confidera
tionof all Sober and Fudicions Chriftians, and
areelpecially recommended to them,who having

rejelied Tnfants,and embraced Belicvers- Baptifm,

do yet cleave to this Pracjide, with thefe fol-
]OwingObﬁrvatiqm,viz. ‘ ; ;
1. Thatjtis moft manifeft that thole Popes,

- Comncilsand Fathers, that have enjoyned and
. 1Wpofed Jufants [prinkling for a Sacrament, or

an Ordinance of Cbrift, have enjoyned this alfo
as fuch. & R LA a0 ;
2. That the Principal Arguments that have

- been pretended fox'the one, have been #rged and

2'eaded for the other alfos viz. Apoftolicsl Tra-
1o, and pretended Inferences and Confequen=
tes from Seripture, oAb
3. That the Famous Churches and Confeffors
q}af have oppofed Infants fprinkling, as Super-
H20us, Popifh and Antichriftian,have upon the
dme account, oppoled this alfo.

4- That itdoth not appear that any Bapti-
%ed Church or People did ever, in any Ageor
Co."m”«’)’» own {uch a Principle or Pralfice to
th.'s day,except fome in #his Nation in thele late

imey,

But then it may well beenquired, if this be
0 Novel 5 thing amongft the Baptifts, how
€ame thofe in this Conntrey {o to receive and
Pradtifeit, as before affcrted ? :
I ITO Whic_h I give the following Account, a3
aﬂllave received it under the Hand of once that
of 'Ms to have had che perfeé knowledge there=
Hi bflng an eye and car-witnefs of the fame,
nd who certifies to this purpofe, viz.

D 4 ¢ That
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<« That about the year 1646, fome 277 years fince,

& 58
Flow, when :
and why = & one Mr.Cornwell beretoforeapubizck Preacher,
;’;f;{'{’f;’;;’f &« then a Member and Minifier of a Baptized
‘ “ Cungregatiou in Rent, was agreat Afferter of

praciifid by FRLTETE, :
the Bapt.in this Principle and Prallice 3 who c.mipng about

this Nation 6 ghat time inio that Baptized Coungregation,then
<& meeting in the Spittle Bifhopfgate-Stxeet,Lond.
« didfrom Heb, 5. 12,13.& 6. 1,2, preach the
< peceffity of Laying o of Haudss inferring from
< shence, thofe that were not under laying on of
« hands, were not Babes in Chrift, badnot God,
< yor (ommunion with God.Wherenpon, [everal
< of the faid Congregation were perfwaded to come
& gnder that Pradiices and which notwitbffand-
« ing the Churchin Tendernefs indulged tothem,
« ppon their promi]e of apeaceable demeanour in
<« she Church. Notwithltanding which their faid
< promife, they did afterwards not enely prefs
< their faid Perfwafion uncharitably, as shey bud
< been taught by their aforefaid Teacher 5 viz.
« That none were Babes in Chrift, nor bad Coms
& pyunion with God without it 5 therefure not to
« he communicated with in Church-Ordinances
« (and as afier was publifbed in 1vint, by a
<« [,cading Brotber amungft them, in a Book called
« Ged's Oracles, and Chrifl’s Doétrine ) bae
“ made a Rent and a Separation for the fame'y
< and from that very Schifm propagated the fame
<« Principle and Pradiice xmougﬂ many others in
<'the Nation ever fince, who bave kept that di~
« ftance from their Brethsren ( not owning the
« (ameg ) afnot e/t eming or COmMUNICAtIng with

< them as the true Church of God, bcc“;fe.m_‘w

< feltive in one of the beginning-Principles or
e Foundations of the Chriftian Keligion,
e ‘ No
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Now this b.'ing atrue Narrative as tomat-

- terof Fa&k, doth i¢ not naturally follow 2

¢ Firft, That fuch a Principle fo fuck’d in, and
tceved, is founded in grofs Ignorance and Er-

ror? F, ~ ; A
\’A{"‘- For whit can more {avour of Darknefs and

rror, than to make our Adoption and Commu-~
#i0n with God to depend upon fome External
Ack {10%6 2 As though Chrilt himfelf was utter-
ly "}lﬁakcn, when he tells us, That as many as
veceive bim bave the priviledge to become the Chil-
dren. of God, even as many as dobelicve 1n bis
N“"’?ea John1.12,13. And the Apoftlcalioin
confirmation thercof, That we areall the Chil-
dren of God by Faith in Chrift Fefus, Gal. 3 26,
And, that of his own Will we are begoticn by the
werd of Truth, Jam. 1. 16, But this Do&rine
amffs our New-Birth inanoticr way, by the
Laying on of Hands aftex Baptifm ( and as

‘ though perfons might be buprized that were

ot Children of God; but aftcrwards to be made
{o by this #ew way; ) thereby confirming the
Superfiition of the Papifis; in their Idolizing
this Rite above all other Ordinances, as betorc.

Aad Secondly, The Priaciple (‘upon this ac-
€OuNt ) appears not more ezroncous, that the
Pradce upon it, corrupt and vicious s viZ. to
Wake a Scparation fromi the Chaurch upon it, {o

C( . Asede 4 d
Mtrary not only to known Order, Dulcipline

a1d Duty, but their declared Prowiic and
C s }J:tt‘mu(i nor all thofe Churches of that
dc;“.“lflffmn neeeflinily be fuppofed to be foun-

in §in, and Schifm, as well as in greas bEr-

\ @ and Jimorance # and concerning which » -

nat =, . -
2ty aland uidue Separation, 1 hear fome of

Sminency amongft chem, have lawly {o had
theix
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Q Treatife of laping on of hanvs,

their Conviclion, as to plead Reformation therein
with their Brethren,and whol doubt not, fronm;
the true {enfe of the bitter fruit ( even the Gall
and 7 ormwood that hath been brought forth
thercupon) will natarally be led to confidet the
Root from whence it hath {prang,viz, the mi <"
ftaken Principle, “as here difcovered; for asour
Saviour tellsus, Mat. 7. 17,18, Thatit is the
corrupt Treethat brings forth the evil fruit s gnd
that as the goodTree cannot bear evil fruit, fo the
corrups Tree cannot bear good fruir, All which
is recommended to the terious Confideration of
the Impartialand Fudicious 5 not doubting but
the day is haltning, when not onely all _Ani.
chriftian Fogs and Darkuefs, but all CMifts of
Error aud Ignorance, (hall be difpelled ; and thae
the God of Truih will fo {fend out his Light and
Truth, and caufe ic fo to {pring vp out of the
Earth, that Knowledge thall fill the Earth 3s the
waters cover the Sea 5 when Difcordand Divi
fion (hall fo ceafe amongft his People, that they
{hall not with theix Babylonifb Language vex
one another any more, but with enc Lip and

. ‘Shoulder thall ferve the Lord with one confens,

And for the {pecdy accomplifbing and faulfilling
{uch emiasbleand acceptable Promifes, letall the
Upright fay Amen, Amen, x

FINIS.







