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Revelatlons III XI i p@
o TENDING , C;Mﬂbm 56?0[ o
To the ESTABLISHME\T

~ Gods Lm:le Flock, |
Qin Bour of Tempts ktmn o

By Hercules Collins, Prlfonex in Ne‘)))ga,

It is a good thing that the Heart be E/hzbltﬂmd mtb Grace;
- Heb. 13. e
Gratia Necrﬂ?zrm eft, [rve cum Convertuntur f e cum (Pme-
liantur, {ive cum Coronantar. Auguft. o Sren o
Through much Tribulation e mzfﬂ' Enter #itd the. I
of God, Acks 14.22. -
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 0/d-Gravel-Line Wapping,and all who were Stran-
~ gers and Forreigners, but now Fellow Citizens with
. the Saints, and of the Houfhold of God.

Revel. 3.11.
let no man take thy Crown. :

Dearly Beloved, - - | 3
1Oralmuch as I am at prefent depriv’d by my
Bonds , of the Liberty of Preaching; 1 blefs
God I have the Advantage of Printing, being
ready to ferve the Intereft of Chriftin all Con-
ditions to my poor Ability ; and deubt not , but God

and his Intereft are Served by my Confinement, as by

as loudly, and as effeCtually by Imprifonmient for

obferve Gods Providential Dealings, will be able to

fay with me hereafter, as Holy Pax/ once {aid -in his

Bonds at Rome ; What hath befallen me, hath tended
~_to the furtherance of the Gofpel: for as A€tions are

tive of the Truth and Reality of a Perfon or Caufe;
as-a man fhall be better believed for his good works,

 then your-Suffering, rather then Sin, if by God called
' unto ity for, asa Treeis knowniby hus-Fruit, foisa

=

-Profeflion will not 5 and thoug

Belold, I come quickly ; hold that fuft which thoubaft,

Liberty : and am not without hopesthat I {hall preach.

Chrift, as eyer I did at Liberty ; that all thofe who

more Influential then words, and more Demonftra- -

_then good words;; fo if we would Manifeft our
Integrity under a Profeffion, nothing will doit better

. Chriftian by a’ Patient Weagipg ChriftsCrofs ; thise = = =
- will and hath Convinced an Adver{ary, whenabare G5
'h 2 Man fhould makea

ra

. great Profeffion, or preach’ with SK?“ Demonftratio 7
B - . B % A2 &

| To t'he'Cht;rch of God, Formerly Meetmgm
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Phil. 1. 12,14,

Mat. 7. 18,
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of Truth, yet an Unfuitable Living, or a Sinful De- 15
~ clining Sufferings, may greatly hinder the Belief of the
Truth. This Church of Philsdelphia, had not only
Profefs’d Chrift in times-of Peace, but had held faft
his word, and not denyed his Name ina Trying Day,
- by which She declar’d a little Strength Obtain’d by |
Grace; and for her Faithfulne(s had an after Promile
from Chrift, to be kept in an Hour of great Tempta-
tion, for keeping the word of his Patience, which may
‘be fo Named forit’s Declaration of the Patience of God
towards God-Provoking Sinners, or becaufe great
Patience 1s Required of all fuch as do the will of God
) ~ Contain’d in his Word, or for that it teacheth Pati-
; ~ence far beyond that which any Philofopher ever had,
which Conlfifted only in a ftri€t Improvement of Na-
tural Principles ; for by this Grace, this Church had B0
weather’d the Storm, and though fhe had kepr Chrifts gt
word, and not loft one of his Precepts, yet the Exhor- |
3 tation is continued, Hold faft what thou haft; as thou -
§  Revooero. “halt born a Faithful Teftimony to my Name, and '
Truth, doit ftill, my Motives are greatly Obliging, | &
2 Cor 3. 17 there is a Crown at lat, and it fhall be but a little [
: while, and you fhall be crowned with this Crown, for |
g behold I come quickly. The Churches Winter is figni= “f y
fied by time quickly fpent ; in one place, God{aith,
their Tribulation fhall laft but ten days; elfewhere,Otir
light Afi&ions fhall be but for a moment; and for the
{eh e Churches Incouragement, faith, .if there be any mo-
* - ments lefs then other, then it fhall be but for a little
“moment I will hide my Face from thee, but with |
e Everlafting Kindnefs will T gather thee. Our Lord |
i ‘Luke 22.37. {peaking of his own Sufferings, faith, Thefe things fhall
' - have an End, fo fhall yours ; for, behold I come quick=
ly; in a little time you will all reft from your Labors, |
" Revel 14,15, 0d your works will follow you ; Fes behold Icome |
T CVC]-I 14 134 : oA : g””.k{},
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- qnicklyandmy Reward is with me to give every man accor-

your Travels in a wafte howling Wildernefs: who
knows but in a few years more, it may be a few
Months, a few Weeks, a few Hours, and thou mayeft

meet with the Swellings of Jordan ere thou get there,

which enabled Davzd to Conquer the Bear,. the Lyon,
the Uncircumcifed Philiftine, and helped thee to Run
with Foot-men, -and contend with Horfes, will help
thee in thefe Swellings, which may be thelaft, and
yet the greateft ; when thouart juft Entring the'good

Profeflion, your many years Prayers, all your Tears
- thou mayft never fec another, but fook back with
long as thou liveft ; but if on the contrary you faint:
may be Wormwood and Gall to thy Conicience all
thy time, and take away ‘the Comfort of all thy
Enjoyments, and Sting thy Conftience upon a Death-
bed, as if thou hadft a Hell within thee before death.
Hold fast what thou haft; thouldft thou now turn afide to

Crooked Paths, God may fet a Mark upon thce, goed
Churches, and good men alfo :* Moreover, thou mayft

doft live again; and this Honour have not all the
_ Saints, to be called to bear a Publick Teftimony for

fore if God do call any forth to be the Lords wit-

32
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will be loff: but if thou doft Ride out this Storm,;.r

in the day of Advyerfity, and backflide from God, it P

.3

Land.. But without enduring to the End, all your

Comfort upon it, and be as a cordial to thy Soul as .

Py

never more be called to be a witnefs for Chrilt, s - -
Honour God may never offer to thee as long as thot

- Chrift ; fome have thought God-hath not Lov’d them,
_becaufe he hath not Exercifed them this way, there- -

Sk A

to try thy Faith, Love and Patience, the fame Grace Jer:

- nefles, carry it fo ye may have the fame Chara&elr tmls g
pR S B 2 s o Clmftlyoa S
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ding as his Werk (ball be 3 a little time more may cnd Ch- 2212+

fafely Arrive at the Celeftial Land ; and if thou fhouldft -
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Church had and fo havea right to the fame Promile

~ made to her, That becaufe fhe had kept the words of
. Gods Patience, he would keep her in the hourof Femp-

Mat. 5. 10.

Prov. 23. 25,

Gen. 49. 14.

Janies. §-0,

Heb. 10. 37.

2 Epift. John.

James 1. 12.

Heb. 6.18.19.

Mat. 7. 24,
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~of Ages; thisis the Soul Chri

tation : therefore, Fold faft what thou haft., when Sa-
tan would pull thy Souls good from thee; when Rela-
tions, Husband, V Vife, Children call upon you, and
periwade you becaufe of danger to ceafe from the
work of the Lord, then hold faft ; when ‘you are

Perfecuted for my Names fake, and flefh and blood

argues ftrongly, as Peter once to Chrift, fave thy felf,

then hold faft ; if thy wife and children were pulling
from thee, how faft wouldt thou hold them ? but
how-much more faft hold fhould we take when truth
is pulled at;a good Conftience, Peace in the inward
man pulled at, in fuch a day we had need have our
bow abide in Strength, and the Arms of our hands
made ftrong by the hands of the mighty God of Facob,
uatil the Judge which ftandeth before the Door, Enter
to Condemn the Oppreffor, -and Relieve the Opprefled ;
be Patient therefore unto the coming of the Lord, for
he that (hall come will come, and will not tarry, that
{o you may not lofe the things ye have wrought; for
’tis not that Soul which is barely Tempted, fhall have
the Crown of Life, but he that endureth Temptation.,
which endureth the Storm, and keeps from the Ship-
wrack of Faith and a good Conftience, by the An-
chor of Hope ; Blefled is this enduring Soul ; whatever
Viciflitudes and changes come, this Soul changeth not
in his Profeffion,he is the fame ftill in his Judgment, in
his Zcal,in his Love and Affe&ion, not like fome uncon-
ftant ones which like the Weather-cock turns with eve-
ry Wind of Temptation; but the Eftablifhed Soul
ftands faft, when the Rainfalls, the Wind blows , the
Waves beat, yet he ﬂands,b.ein%tfounded upon the Rock
will own- in the great

« day
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day before his Father and the Holy: Angels, and fay, ° e

Thefearethey whichhave continued with me in my Luke22.29 =8

Temptation ; therefore I appoint unto youa Kingdom;

therefore, becaufe you owried me in an Evil Day. &
Thefe are the Men, Women, People, which {poke of Plat.ugh 46,

my Teftimonies before Kings, and was not athamed

when many Cried, Crucify him and his Crufe; "thefe

are the Souls which came forth and declared they were :

on the Lords Side: Thefe are they, Father, whofe Exold.32.26, -

Love to me many Waters nor Floods could not-quench -

nor drown ; thefe are they that chofc me on

my own termes, with the Crofs as well as the Crown ; Cant.p. 7.

thefc have made Choice of me with Reproaches, Impri-

fonments, with Fines, Confifcation of Goods, Banifli- Mat.19.27.°

ment,lofs of Limbs, Life,and all,they have born all, indu-

red all for my fake, in the greateft affliction, they kept

from wavering, and the more they endured and loft for

# my fake,the morethey loved me; as fome Creatures, -

g the more you beat them, the more they will love you ;

J% 10 a Sincere Soul, while Ged is afflicting him he loves

iy him, and with 5ob, bleffes God when he fuffers the Sa- ‘
I beans and Caldeans to take his Subitance,as wellas when Joti 1. 21 )

1% he gave it to him ; he is not like fome, who will tell 1

you, they are {fo afflited they cannot Pray, nor hear ' i

]

1 the Word of God, nor fit for any Duty ; the beft Saint

" under fome violent Temptation may be fo for a little

" time, but this Frame feldom holds long with a True Be- <
0 liever, but rather under Afflictions prays better then E- g

" ver, with more Senfiblenefs, Humility,f Brokennefs, Af« 1fin 26, 16 K

¢! feftion then ever; and loves the Lord when taking, ;
® wwhen ftripping, and cleaves clofer and clofer to GOda,aS
"yl fome Trees take the fafter Root by the fhaking of the

- 'Wind; {uch a SoulisRefolved to tak‘e.Chrlf’cs Councel;

» tohold faft what they have, and will not lo{e their

1 Crown, the words#pu06-, which here is Bcndxed(:rov’né
¥ ' ' Lok an "
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- znd fome other places, as Tim. 4. and Fam. 12. 15 nOt
the {fame word in the Greek which the word Crows 1s
fometimes tranflated from, as in Rew. 12, 3. chap. 19
-12. the word is there fediue tranflated Crown, and fignt-
fieth properly fome wreathed beautifying Attire about

. the head, which as fome write, was ﬁbl‘ﬁb}ﬁrAhdéht

~ Kings inftead of the Crown, 'c:'ohciéivirigfthe,“ ‘Crown

- only belonged to their Gods, but sewe Crown here

.doth fignify a Reward, a word borfowed from thofe

times wherein a Crown was given {ome as a Token of

Vittory, Conqueft, Valour and “Strength ; fo the

Crown here is the Reward God will give to all Over-

p comers, and to none elfe; for albeit many Run, but one

« Corg. 24 Receiveth the Crown; o Run that you may obtain ;

2 Tim.4. 7. - Overcome and Obtain Fight, the good Fight of Faith, §
o lay hold on' Eternal Life ; for ic. is lie that Overcos

~meth fhall cat of the Tree in the mid(t of the Paradice

‘of God, -he fha!l not be hurt of the Second Death, he

‘fhall have the hidden Manna, the white Stone, and a
NewName,which is known to noae but the Receivers;

. hethat overcometh and keepeth Chrifts. Works unto

Rev. chap. 2. the end, fhall have power 6ver .the Nations. -and rule

and chap. 3. “them with a Rod ofP Iron, and the fame Ihall’fbc cloath-

_ed in white Rayment, his name fhall-not be blotred out

&

1 Tim. 6. 19.

of the Book of Life, but made a Pillar jn the Temple | U

of God, and he fhall go out no more finally, he fhall

fic with Chrift on his Throne, as he overcame and, fat

; ~ down with the Father on his Throne; this Crown is
) Pet, 1.4, DOOrdinary Crown, it’s a Crown not of Gold,  but
, Glory, not Fading but Eternal, .called a Crown -of
aTin. 4.8 ‘Righteoufnefs in re; pedt of Chrifts purchafing it of the
1 Kings ao.x. Father for his, and alfo_in refpeét of Gads Promilfe- €@
*  them,not that boalt in the puiting on the Armour, hut §
thofe that put.it off with a. copqueft which- we.. fhe ‘u

- “never have, except we hold faft what we have; the im-
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iy ber you are but Duft ; the fame in Faithfulnes, I will

W but Shadows, and wilt thou fet thine Iicart upon that

Fos v e

4 part of which Exhortation is, that this Church had

made choice of good Objefts, or good Principles, or

both; had they chofen the contrary, efpous’d the con-

trary, Chrift would have faid, Caft away from you all

- -your Abominations : come out from among them, and

be ye Separate; Partake not of her Sins, leaft ye par-

take of her Plagues alfo. e
But, they had made choice of the beft Objects; thou

haft chofen me, Philadelphia; 1know thou haft ; ho

‘me faft, and let me not go. Art United by Faith to me?

haft {weet Communion with my Father and Spirit ?

hold faft, thefe are the beft Objecls, leave not your

firlt Love, let thy Heart be fixed trufting in me, Rev. 2. 4

Cleaving clofer-and. clofer, with full Purpofe of

Heart unto me, for I am the fame as ever in my Wif-

dom to contrive for you,in my Power to helpyou; I :

am God Alfufficient, I am the fame in'my Pity and Ads 1. 25,

‘Compaffion as ever, I know your Frame, and remem-

not lay more on you then I will enable you to bear ;

; ‘; if you have but little ftrength, you fhall have but little * Sondacta

trouble; if I call you to great things and tryals, T will
give unto you fuitable Supports: I will not be more * Cor. 12.'9.
unreafonable then a Natural Father, who hathfo mtch
Pity as not to lay ‘great weights upon a weakly Child,
therefore hold fzﬁ; 1 will caufe them which love
me to inherit Subftance;all other Enjoyments without

this Subftance, the Unfearchable Riches of Chriit, are 7% %1%

19, 20. 21.
whichis not? It is the Chrift-finding Soul which is the

Life-finding Soul ; hold: Chrift , ‘and thou holdeft all
good in him. Efax faid t6 Facob he had enough, but

YQ\ § 4 1
l8  Facob faid to Efan, he had all, for - Efaws. word 1s
Ftld 0 mwltwmn much , from a3 he ‘was ‘much, or

. he was multiplyed : but Jasobs word < is, b3 Gea33.9.
B Omnia,

ST S Rt st ol s bl .. i s b i

Id Pad 108. .
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Omuit., all, which is. Tranflated’ enongh, Gen:.

. 33. 11,24, 1 have all, faith Facol', T have the whole, I

€ol. 3. 11+ have that which is perfe€t, he had all in Gad; fo that
it is faid, Chriftis all, and in all; he isall, becaufe all’ -

good is Comprehended in him, he isallin all ; all in:

in the Fulnefs of all, for if we have all Earthly Injoy-

ments,-and have not him, we have nothing compara-

tively, nothing. with a Bleffing, for the Curfe of the

ALY Lord is in the Houfe of the Wicked. For one to f{ay,.

[ I have thefe Goods, thefe Houfes, thefe Ships, this

[ Gold and Silver, thef¢ Dainties, thisrich Attire, this-

E .. Earthly Honour: But, I cannort fay, T have Chiift,

e " 1 % Crace, Holinefs, this maydamp'all’; for Riches deli-

ver not fromDeath nor Wrath; for to haveour Portion:

in this Life, isa poor Portion : but a Holy Soul can

fay, ‘Thou art my Portion, O Lord,and though I have:

' but llttle,Eanthly' Good, having Chrift; I have all E-

quivalently and comprehenfive v.5 I have all, faith Fa-

60b, that was more then Efun could fay, for Facob had:

God: if we have but poor clothing, a poor houfe, poor.

.. .. Furniture, poor Fare, poor Frieads ; yet if we can {2y

P - thus I have, and Chrift, Grace, and Content with this-

" 1.Cor. 3..21, condition, Peage inmy conftience ; I Iye down upon.,

- 22,23 my Bed in fiveet Peace, and communionwith God, and’

{o I rife, this {weetens all, for all is yours, who are:

Chrifts, whether Panl, or dpolles; or Cephas ; all Gods.

i Minifters are Gifted and Grac’d for your fake, to-

ferve your Souls, the World is yours, all the good

things in it you have the moft right to it, and fo much -

| you{fhall haveas isblefledly needful for you. Yea, Life.

i Bdlic: 5o, and Death is yours; 'VIf.' J94 biveyit is to God,s or dyerit is-
to God; you fhall be happy living, and happy dying. , .

Provs.3.33.

e

Ront. 14,7

" Deov.1a 2. When the Wicked [hallbe drrvin amway in his Wickedne/s,.
L thew she Righteons [bal Hsve Fop i bis Desth, I fich.
; a one Live, it is o Chrift, for. the Glory of Chrift 5 and Ef :
?«:v' " % R e gty o ‘ 2 . o e
S
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<be dye,it. is. for bis Gain, the Believers Gain 5 things pre- * - o1 e
g dent and things te come, all is yonrs, For Godlinefs ~ . .
~bath the Promife of the Life that now is, and that which 1 Tin% 4 §
_is to come , all things in this Life, all Loes and crof- v
“fes thall work for their Good in this Life, in Order t0' Rom, 8. 2.8

il

afitting them for Life Eterndl; hold faft this Chrift, = = 7¢
“which hath fo much good joyn’d with him, hold him |
“faft with the Spoule, and as Facob held faft the Angel, :
and would not Yet]ljm go until he bleft him,fo part not St 3- 4
thou with this bleffed Obje&t , until he blefs thee with Chap. 3425;, fé: '
the Bleflings of Heaven, and the Everlafting Hills ;

part with all before ye. part with him; count .all but

as dung and Dogs Meat, as the Word sxigaso in Phd.

3. 8. imports ; r%zMa:finer’in- a Storm will caft all o-

ver-board to. Lighten his Ship and fave lis Life; Oh

this World will fink you iz an Hour of Temptation . if

it lyech too, near your Hearts ; caft away all, fhake off e
all, rather then lofe a- Chrift,, and an, immpreal Souf, Mt 16 2¢
which oncé loft is irrecoverable. And as this Word hold
fait imports theC hurches choice of the beft of Objects,fo :
‘of the beft of Principles;and pureSpiricual Worfhipofthe Mat. 5. .
‘Gofpel, and that, the had.abandon ot ot

L. SR i

Camimats it - el pdaiin i

-d all.the Inventions ,
and Traditions of men, whichareby fome, accounted |

not only things of Indiferency, but neceffary in the .. ‘
Worfhip of God, demonftrated by, thofe coercive - |
Proceedings againft all {uch as cannot comply wir1 |
fuch Tnnovations and Ceremonies. Jold faft what thow {
haft; Art united to the one Body of Chrift,the Church, N
Vifible Believers, With whom thow bast one Spirst, on€ Eph.4. 1,25, | N\
true Hype, one Lord, one Faithyone true Biptifm ? Asyou 456

have Reccived Chrift fefus the Lord, fo walk in himy. . -

Roored and built up 1n him; and., Stablifbedinythe Faith ; bl

s ye have been taught,, dbédndihgfl;éxeip,witﬁ~T734nk,rj;.ﬂeb,;;o.=z#. y

giving 5 Let 15 hold faft the Pu&li&kﬁl’frqfqﬁi&h of .our. |
' o P o SR, '~ ;
|
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< Faith withont wavering: (For he is Faithful who hath
vt 43 2 Promifed )y when we go throughthe Fire or Water hewill
John.7. so. be with us ; Let us not be like - Nicodemws to own
3 Chrift only in the dark;which isnot a fign of that noble
Heroic Spirit he hath given to {ome of his Followers :
e _Neither be like Peter , to deny Chrift Publickly in the
Mati26.09: 10" D flyde & i horidns 1o Porch; nor as' fome, in the Court; where
iy will your, Teftimony for Chrift be then?' Tow may not pre-
Sume upon Peters Repentance and Aeceptation with C/Ji‘//f
afterward.  Chrift may not give thee fuch a Heart-
fuke.za.71 breaking look as he gave Perer; God may leave thee -
in defpair , as he did Spir«, living and dying. .
- Oh'! ‘Hold faft what you'have; for cither, you had
good' Reafon for ‘your ‘Separation at firft, or fione; if
none, But only pin’d your Faith upon other Mems
Sleeves ; then you difcover a zeale without knowledge,
and Affe@ion without Judgment; and much Folly. in
making a Separation without good Seripture ground :
But if you had good Reafon for Separation , and it was
done from a wellzinformed Judgment, then that Rea-
fon is good fill, and fo Remaines a'duty Zealoufly'to
maintain what you have Efpous’d, and /ez rhess Rermess
e x5. 19, wnto yow, and not yon Returs wnto them : Who compel
-none of the beft of Men to the beft' of Ofdinances , and
James x. 17. Curfe and Excomunicate fome of the moft ferious and
* beft of Men ; not for Sin, but for Nonconforming to
that, which'if they fhould do it againft the light of
Confcience , might Render them fit for Gods Excom-
municating them out of Heaven. Moreover to have
Counfel to_hold faft, implies a danger of lofing the
Crown , either Totally, or the Comfort of a True and
lively Hope of it by a Faitliful Perfeverance, the leaft
is too bad. What King would not tugg hard to preferve
an ‘Earthly Crown ?_how much more fhould we indea-'
wonr 10 preferve an Eternal one , by & Constant obeying the
: &1 ik Truth 4,

©al 5. 7.
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W Truth, and ftrivisg to Enter in at the Straight. Gate ? -

t For it the will o[ youy Fathey to lead you to a City of Ha-

o bitation, through the Wildernefs in a Solitary way. ; as of

Old, Pral, 107. 4. and 7. H: led them through the Wil-

dernefs in & folitary way : Yet verfe the 7th faich, Ir

wasa Right way : thoughthe way to Heavenbe a [Fraight,

nayrow and dificult way; yetit is the Right way. But~ =
by Reafon.of the difficulty of the way, many thoufasds pe. 3.17. 7
of Old fell. in the Wildernefs through unbelief ; Let ss Chap. 4. v
takeé heed , leaft a Promife being left us of Entertng into bis Heb.3. 12, ..
Reflsany of us fhould feem to come fhort.in adeparting from .

God , throngh an Evil Heart of unbeliefs' Yon havemany - |
Enemics fecking the Ruine of your Souls ; For .we War - y 3
notorly againft Flefh and.Blood and in-dwelling Sin -

and Corruption , which are fome of the worft of Ene- - .

- mics, bur againft Principalitiesand Powers,and Spiri- e
- tual wickednefs, or wicked Spirits ; but if we would ,f,;g,',_

. Triumph over them, as Ghrift our Head did, zhen et

. pur-on the whole Armour of God, by which we [ballbe 4
| more then Conquerors; and (o [hall quit onr - [felves like 1 Cora6. 13.:.
'~ Men ; and when.the adverfaries have done all, we fhall - 3

ftand, if we take unto our felves the Shieldiof Faith,and <+~ |
fo bring God ‘and his. Attributes near to help-us.” By Rav ' Ps i
4 3 a . - /4 . 9._).
gt Faith in the Blood of the Lamb, the Saints of old ~ |
i over-came their Oppofers. This Shield, with the Helmet i |
. of Salvation, which is a well grounded Hope , fuch as * Fhgfl:5. 8.
purificch the Hearr,with the Sword of the Spirit, which 1 Jotin. 3. 3. .
is the Word of. God, dwelling Richly in us , that.we
may be ficted with {utable Promifes, and Precepts to
! Oppofe and over- come every Suggeftionor Temptati- -
0 4% on; - thefe wich the feet fhod with the Preparatior of K
! the Golpel of Peace, will carry us through tl_llc,k and ;
1Y 5 what cannot that Soul go through, which hatch : 1
Golpel-Peace in his Soul ? He whdfe Peace is made with
08 5 3 he Fuftifies, who can Condemn ? if God be. for us, Rom.8.52.33: -
: B3 ; ~ who
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“who can be againffus? If he [peaks Peace , who can “make

Trouble ?- “Add unto thofe Prayer, Praying with ail

“Prayer and Supplication in the Spirie ; lifting up Holy

~_hands withoat Wrath and. Doubting : then {hall we

Tim. 2. 8.

Exod.17.11.

Pl 34. 6.

T T e

Job. 15. 13.

“over-come  as' Ifrael did, when Mofes lift mp his'hands
they prevailed againsi Amalek s It s tire-Praying Soul-#

the Conquering Sonl ; the Povs Man Cryed, asid the Zord
delivered him ont of all his Troubles; when thou art ready
to fink under Troubles, keep Praying, and ['ay,‘Lor'd
wilt thou leave a Poor broken Reed ? If thou doeit
forfake me, I am refolved T will not leave thee! IFI

‘Perifh and fink wunder Temptations, it Thall be Praying

-and Trufting in thee! Jc was never known that any
which went:to God-in the fence of “hisown Poverty,
Impotency , Holy relying on his Word of Promife ;

.. -thatever was forlaken of him.; ‘therefore thou .mayelt

. ‘Plead with God.” “Thou didft névetRead thata Pray-

Iiai, 45.9.

Iay. 41. 37

€hap. 44. 3.

T .
SRR b

“ing3oul, a depending Soul, was ever lefr Delvlate.
Lord fhall T be the firft forfaken in the way'of Duty?
Lord T know thou wilt not forfake me ; for thou ne-
‘wver {aid’t unto the {ced of Facob, ‘Seek ye my Face
{n Vain'; But when the Poor and needy feek Water »
and thiere is none, andtheir Tongue faileth for Thirft,
‘the Lord wilthear ‘them , Ithe God of Facob will net
toifike them. ' : .

L will-open Riversin high places, and Fogntains in the

midst of the Valleys : T will make the Wildernefsa Pook Of :

W ater , and the Dry-Land, Springs of Water.

1will pour Water upon him that is Thirfty, and floods
wpon the dry Grownd: I will pour my Spirit upon th}r.ﬁed :
andmy Bleffivg npon thine off-Spring. - ‘
" Thefe are the Advantages of, and Promifes made t@
a Praying Soul; Joyn toall thefe the breaft-plate of
Righteoufnefs', the Righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed,

and Righteoufne(s inherent, wrought by the Holy S}zi- =
T i o Crit
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tity for he shat doth Righteoufnefs , is' Righteous ,. as
it God s Righteous , in kind , in Quality , though not
degree; let all'thefe be bound together with the Girdle
{ of Truth and Sincerity ; and thou wiltbe able to tread
- thine Enemies under thy Feet; Ifthis Armour be but
Wilely and Couragioufly ufed ; for Holy Courage is
a blefled qualification, in a Day of Trouble. Benot
like the faint Hearted Spies. of Old, who Confeft the
Land wasan Exceeding goad Land; But. difcouraged
4 the People from going forward,by telling them Canaans
' Walls wasas highas Heaven, and the Men of Anak are
there, mighty Men, Giants, Men of great Stature , and
} 'we are Grathoppers to them ;. and thus they brought
| up an Evil Report upon the good Land ; not, but that
¢ 1wwas. Truth what they faid, in a good degree: But:
il were they fitted for fucha fad Report ;- for the whole to33.
e Congregation was difcouraged , and they fell a weep-
i g 18g, and’ Murmured aga-_infcl Mofes and Aarom , and:

& fought to Stone them. :
@&t Died in the Wildernefs, and refolved to make a Cap: 4-5-
g tainand Return to Egypr: Now Fofbuawho with Caleb
4% Refolved o follow God fully , came forth and. fiilled-

,, the People , and  incouraged the People, and faith
. ,,,{ﬁ unto them ,. The Land is anexceeding good Land ; let Chap. 14.26
%{@M us-goup and poffefs i, for we ate well able to over=
jh*", come it; the People they are Bread for us,: their des. -
\ iﬂoj fence is departed from them-; and tllefLordfgs_thll tey .~
# ,f! fear them not. O! what a Blefféd Couragious Lea- -
/" der was here , had he been like the Congregation of
M,', Ifyael and the Spies; what fad work would' ‘here..hvave,,

W been.
i"‘ff; God will Strengthen your Hearts more and more, all
SO (1ol : i ye:

¢ that time was.not 2 fit time to {peak at this Rate, nOr Nuws, 15.:¢..

1 John 3. 70 4

~Unbelief over-cameithem- , they wifh’d they had chap.14.2. 3,

- Hold' ﬁ:,.'wlmt rbﬁz&l Iyéﬂ; be"-'of gobd ‘Courage , and Pl 31. 245 ;

-
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* PGl 1198, tutes; Cry withe Holy Dawid, Lord open wmine Eyes,

v —— ” s

(14) ,
~ ye which hope in the Lord : What'is your Refolutios,
Ad.r1.23. Soul 2 Put the Queltion to your:Souls, Will you i#
: Gods Streugth with full Purpoﬁz of Heart cleave K10 the
y King.18. 21, Lord, and: not halt between two Opinions., s df 6 were
difficult to. Determine whether .10 be for GOD or Baal ?
To. Depart from God in a Trying-Day,: Reflc{ts upont
hisBeing and Attributcs; #What Iniquity, faid God to his

R People of old, have your Fathers found in me,that they art
er. 24, 13. :

ever,? Why da you leave the Fountain of Living Water,

- and hew ot to your Selves Cifberns, broken Cifterns, which

will hold no Water? Our Lord feems to fpeak Mourn-

John 6. 6o.to fully -in  the Sixth of Fohn, after many of his Di-
6. Aciples had gone back , Wil you alfo go away, and walk
. .m0 more withme, asthe Reff havedone, Simon Peter
anfwered and faid, Lord whether [ball wegyo? Thon haf

¢ Johng g, the Words of Eternal Life ; we are Lord for a Crown,
we are for Eternal Life, and we know there is ne

- Life but in the Son. So Luther anfwered, when he had

great Offers made him to Returnto the Church of

Rame, Can you give me Chriit, faid he, and Eternal

Life? Asit was their great carenot to lofe the Crown,

fo it fhou’d be ours, which if thou wouldeft keep,

take this' Advice , beg of God for a well-informed
Judgment , a good Underftanding;, a Spiritualinligh-

tened mind, that thou mayeflt be found in Gods Sta-

that I maybebold wondrous things out of thy:Law.
161, 5. 2021, Whence is it, fome call good Ewil, and Evil: oody
2 Darknefs: Light/, and Light Darknefs ? - But from
yCor.2.8.  Darknefs in the Underftanding; as the Jews Perfecuti- |
' onand Crucifixion of Chrif#, was imputed to theirIgz | #
norance of him, {othe forfaking a good way in Trou- f

blefom :

K i
R s e i S L oo ar

gone far from me? Am I not the [ame as ever? Are not 7 b
Jofwazitg.  Promifes the fame? Have I fail’d in any one thing? Testr- |l
e f3 against me; is not Heaven and Happinefi the fame #5 | L
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<blefom times , argues great Ignorance in the Under-
| ftanding, or elfe they would never prefer Temporal
- before Si)iritual things, and prefent Pleafure before
. future Glory ; there muft be Divine Light in the Un-
-~ derftanding, before there can be True Obedience, and
- True Grace in theWill; for hethat doth not know God

- as Revealed,can never well-groundedly love him, nor James. 5. 1. )

- Thisis Eternal Life , to kuow thee the only true God, Jobn17. 3.
and ffzfm Chrift whom thon haft fent. So 2 Tim. 1. 9.
Who hath Saved us ; Salvation is begun ; Eternal

Life is begun inall that havea found knowledg of Gods
‘Whatis that True Peace in Believers; but the begin-
nings of that Peace we fhall injoy for ever more per-
feCtly ? So what is that True Spiritual Joy a Believer = |
hath in Chrift , but the beginningsof what fhall here- o 3
after be compleated? So a Believers Spiritual Life, and '
Light, and Love, arebut the Real beginnings and fore- s
ta(%s of what he fhall perfe€tly and Eternally feel; fo - !
what is that Holinefs and Image of God in the Saints ? :
now by the Holy Spirit wrought in him, but a be. 2 Cor.3.18. 1
ginning of that Glory which hereafter fhall be com- e, j
pleatedr Thofe Spiritual Sights and zaffes that the Lord * < 3 4
s Gracious,carryeth on the Soul,cheerefully inhis Duty Pl 42.1. &}
in Troublous times, and herce the Soul longs more P63 ntoSt
" and more after Chrift, and with Holy David his Soul 3 g\
follows hard after him, knowing him to be the chiefest Cant.s.10.
of ten thoufands. % RS i e el :
Oh! when a Soul cometh to know the Loveof Chrift, T |
which paffech knowledge, theknowledge of a Carnal - 4
Heart , or a Believerin the perfection of it inthis Life: ~
- But a little Sight of this Love , this Grace, Pardoning B
 Grace, Jultifying, San&tifying Grace,  Adepting: &
. Grace, caufeth a Soulto.cry out with David; O Blefs
el the Lord ,"O my Soil : and all within me., blefs his Holy Phl.103. x.

[ : U e S T - Name, Slienl
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Naine;  Who pardoneth all my iniguitics : and healeth al |
ety difeafes. 'This is the Soul which cryeth more and
Pl 4. 6. more , Lord lift thouup thelight of thy Countenance:
let me fee moreof thy Beauty and Glory ; this isthe

PGl 27- 4 oue thing I defire, as Thave {een thee in the Saunttuaryy

fuch a fight as this will help us indure the Wrath of- At

great Men ; as Mofes did, when by Faith he faw him |

b e e which is invifible, and from hence accounted the Reproac? - QA
as.26.27. of Chrift greater Riches thenthe Treafuresof Egypt , ant
cbcfe rather to Suffer affliélion with the People of God, then
to enjoy the Pleafnres of Sin for a Seafon : For his Faith
was the {ubftance of things Hoped for,and the Evidence
and Demoniftration to him of Eternal things, not fecn

Ci]ap. i

.2Lors. 7.0 with an Eye of fence, but Faith; for their walk, Mg/¢s

B and Holy Pauls, was by Faith not by Sight ; and the

12,13,14. Sights thofe have by Fuith are affe@ing and Soul-
, ftrengthning , they fee the Towersand Bul-works abow
R Moune Lion are innumerable : and that God. is known "
82617 her Pallaces fora Refuge : Thefe fee Horfesof fire, and
Chariots of fire round about Gods Intereft ; a Sight 0

which Fortifications about the Church’, hath madethe -t

Kings of the Earth to tremble when th sd'hy - 8
Haizh 33. 16, toge;her: Zion dwells in the Munition tofylgloiz,? ,PE;%' God):' | &

Attributes incompafs her about , and this God 75 our God -
(faith the Church) upon this Sight of Faith , by whiclt
alfo they fee the Land that is very farof ; Faith brings
Blefednefs near, Glory near, Chrift in his interceffion
neal, asStephen [ww him at the right hand of God; from
‘hence the worthys of Old defpifed a finful defyerance,
“and chofe rather to be tortured ; having an Eye to2
better RefurreGion then the World fhould have, 0F
their Enemies could give ; could we have deliverance
in Gods way , we ought to account it a Mercy : BUE

if wecannot have.it without wronging, ftretching,
' : & Gelsiene . wound-

Adtsn, 55.

for ever, and ever , and will be our guide to Death, .|
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i “wounding our Confcience ; ‘we with thofe Champious
4 of Old, fhould rather c¢hufe the fire and Torments.
# Heb. 11, 55. And others were tortured 3 ropmilopas 1t
¥ fignifieth, a fpecial kind of torturing , and hath its
b Denominationfrom a Word , whch ufually fignifieth
gl a Drum, ' ; '
. Hence fome have Parralel’d thistorture , with that 3
- -among the Romans , the Perfons ‘tortured, were rack- 2Cor.x2. 23.
ed, diftended, andtheir Limbs ftretched in mamer of 24 25
alDrum-Head, when brac’dand ftretch’d« but it {igni-
fieth alfo a Drum-ftick, and fo they might alfo be
" beaten, and have their ftrokes Multiplyed upon their
Poor Bodies 4 as the ftrokes are multiplyed upon the

Dan.3. 17.28,

| Head ofa Drum ; as Pawl the Holy Apoftle , he had 3l
fripes above meafure; of the fews he received five J
times forty ftripes but one, which was two hundred :
lack but five; thrice he was beaten with Rods; this |

| was a Praftice among the Fews, on thofe they held -

# Malefaltors , as you may fee in Deut.25.3. By Faith

¢ f thofe worthys were carried through all thefe Sufferiags, 0
W0 they knew. zhe Suffering of this prefent_time, was #ot Rom.8. 18,

¥ worshy to be compared to the Glory which fhall be revealed

o 27 s, RO G ‘

# . And thatif we Suffer with him , we fhall be Glo- \rim 5. s ©
' rified together, and if we deny him, he will alfo deny

1 us; it is the Ignorant. Soul which underftands #o# the \Cor.21s.

Y things of the Spirit., nor kpows thew , becat/ﬁ sz{ztvallj,

| difeerned; it is this Man will comply with his and-

" Gods Enemies on any termes , £ pre erve that wherei :

74o? he placet®his greateft Happinefs ; all Men vallue and » H\

bl cfteem chings according to their  Judgment of them . |

i one Man placeth his Happinefs in one Objeft, anothet. }

in a diferent Objeck , and makes that their Chief Su: :Luke 12. 7%. |

pream good and Happinels, which their’ Judgments: }

‘and Apprehenfions efteems {uch. &
o The




