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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

General Aflewbly ||

Of divers Paftors, Meflengers and Miniftring-| |
- Brethren of the Baptized ( hurches, met together | £+
in London, from Septemb. 3. to 12. 1689, from |
divers patts of England and Wales : Owning the
Dorine of Perfonal Eleétion, and final Per-

feverance. , . :

| Sent from, and concerned for, more than one hundred &
- Congregations of the fame Faith with themfelves.

A&s 15.6. Andthe Apoftles and Elders came rogetber for |-
to confider of this matter.:. :

2 Cor. 8. 23.—0r onr Brethren be enquired of, they are
the Meffengers of the Churches, and the Glory of Chrift.

London, Printed in.the Yeas , 16 89.
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 TheElders, Meffengers, and Miniftring-

l i Brethren of the Churches met toge-

0 ther in their General’ Affembly m the
City of London, Septemb. from the
3d, to the 111h, 6Fgoz lo ol 15 i

T all the Churches of Baptized Belieyers, owning -
the Docrine of Perfonal Election; and final
Perfeverance, in England and Wales..

- Beloved in'onr Lord‘}‘eﬁu Cbﬁjl*,- A T

T doth not a_little. affect our. Souls to {ee how. ready you
(| " wereto comply with that Chriftian and Pious Invitation
‘B - you bad, to fend one or two, worthy Brethren; as your

3 ~ ‘Mellengers, to.meet with the reft ofus in this great Affem-

e bly ; for which we return you ourhbearty THanks :  hoping, -

~ thatnotonly we,, and the Churches of the Saints to whom we -
are related, at this prefent time will have caufe to blefs, jpraife -
and magnify the Father of Mercies, and God of all Comfortand -
 Confolation upon; this account 5 but that the Ages to come will

. Thave fome Groundsto rejoice and praife his holy Namg, hoping -

refult of our Confultations in this Aflembly ; which were chief- -
1y to confider of the prefent ffate and condition of all the Con-
gregations refpective y under our Cargand Charge 3 and what
might be the caufes of that Spiritual Decay;and 1ofs of Strength,
Beauty and Glory in our Churches ; and to fee (if we might be
helped by the Lord herein ) what might be done torattain to 2
better and more profperous S.tat; and. Condition. 933

; b : G e ad

. throngh the riches of his Grace, and divine Bleffing upos: our * -
Y holy Endeavours, fuch great and gracious Effects will attend the.-



s B A Gerneral * Epiftle 58
_And now, Brethren, in the firft place, with no little Joy we 4
«declare unto you how good and ‘gracious the Lord hath boen to E
(

l1

- us,in oniting our Hearts together in the Spirit of Love,and fweet

.+ Concord, in our Debatcs, Confultations, and Refolyes, which

ar¢ fent unto you, there being {carcely one Brother: who diflen- -

»ted from the Aflembly in the Sentiments of his Mind; in any one i

-thing we have propofed to your ferious Confiderations, either b

: - in refpect of the caufe of our Witherings, nor what we have fixt :
‘omras a‘means of Recovery to abetter ftate, if the Eord will.

_And therefore, in .the fecond place, be it known unto you i 3
that we all fee great caufe to rejoice and blefs God, that after fo | i
-difmal an Hour of Sorrow and Perfecution, in which the Enemy 1 f}’
~doubtlefs defigned to break our Churches to pieces, not only us, | 8
but to make the whole Sioz of God defolate, even fo as fhe might E
become  as a'plowed Field, the ‘Lord wis pleafed to give fuch | &
Strengthiand Power in the time of need to bear up_ your Souls in f
your Teftimony for Jefus Chrift, that your Spirits did not faint A
under your Burdens'in the time of your Adverfity;  fo that we R
-hope we may {ay in the Wordsof the Church of old, Though all this 14 ‘l
15 €ome upow s, yet we have not forgotten thee, neither have we dealt B
falfly in thy Covenant. Onr Heart 1s not turned back , neither have.our \ |
Steps declined from vhy way. Thonghthou haft fore brokew s in the place |
of Dragons, andcovered s with the [hadow of Death, Pfal. 44+ 17, b
18,19, Yet neverthelefs we fear Chrift may fay, 7 hsve fomse- :
\ what againft you, becanfe you have left your firft Love, as he once \
charged the Church'of Ephefu, and may poflibly moft Churches :

10 England 5 itis therefore good toconfider from whence we ave fal- ‘
leny and repent, ‘and do our firft works, Rev.2.5. =~ - :
We are perfuaded one chicf caufe of our decay is for want of M
holy Zeal for God, ‘and the Houfe of our God ; few amongft us "
living“up” (we fear) to what they profefs of God, ot anfwer- f
ing the ‘tetnis' of that ‘facred Covenant they have made with
him 3 the Power of Godlinéfs being greatly decayed, -and but
little more than the Form thereof remaihing amongft ts. The I3
“Thoughts of ‘which are enotgh to melt our-Spirits, and break 1
s our Hearts to'pieces; confidering thofe moft amazing Providen- | 8
«ces of 'the ‘ever blefled, God under which we have been, and |
moreclpecially now are exercifed, and the'many fignal ahd moft
endearing Obligations heiis pleafed tolay s under. ', The Spi-
rit of this World we clearly difcern is got too too much m&o the
i, i oy earts |48
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‘t¢ ‘the Charches. 5
' Hearts of moft: Chriftians and -Members of our Churches, -all |
feeking theirown, and none, -or very few, the things of Jefus

Chrift 3 if therefore in this there be no Reformation, the whole
Intereft- of the-blefled: Lord Jefus will ftill ink in our Hands,

-and our Churches:left’ to languifh, whilft the Hands of poor

Minifters become as weak as Water, and Sorrow and Grief {eize
upon their Spirits. h s
“Thirdly, We cannot but bewail that great Evil, and neglect

-of Duty'in many Churches concerning the Miniftry.

‘1. Inthat fome though they have Brethren competently qua-

‘lified for the Office of Paftors and Deacons, yet omit that {acred
' Ordinance of Qrdination, whereby they are rendred uncapable.
-of preaching and adminiftring the Ordinances of the Gofpel, {o

regularly, and with-that Authority which otherwife they might

+do.: Thofe who have failed hercin, we defire would in the fcar
-of God lay it to Heart, and reform.

2. In«megle&ting to make that Gofpel-Provifion. for their

‘Maintenance, ‘according to their Abilities, by which means ma-
‘ny of themarefo incumbred with Worldly Affairs,that they are
‘not able to perform the Duties of their holy Calling,in preaching
‘the Gofpel; and watching over their refpective Flocks..

‘Fourthly,We find caufe tomourn that the Lord’ Day is no more

‘religioufly and carefully obferved, both in a conftantattendance
‘onthe Word of God-in that Church to whom Members do_be-
Iong, and when the publick Worfhip is-over, by a waiting on
‘the Lord in Family-Duties, and private Devotion.

But becaufe we have fent unto you the whole Refult of this
great Aflfembly particularly, we fhall forbear to enlarge furthet
upon thefe Caufes of our Withering and Decays. . .

One Thing you will find we have'had before ns, and come to
aRefolve about, which we are perfwaded will prove an, €x-
ceéding great Blefling and Advantage to. the Intereft of
Jefus Chrift in our Hands; and if the Lord enlarge all our
Hearrs, give a revival to the finking Spirits of the Mourners 11
Sion; and to languifhing Churches too, which is, that of a gene-
ral or Publick Stock, or Fund of Mony to be raifed forthwith.

Firft, By a Free-will Cffering to the Lord : And, f{econdly;. by

aSabfdription, every one declaring what heis willing to give,
Wieckly, Montbly, ‘or Quarterly, to it.

And now, ‘Brethren, we muft fay; the Lord is about to :tryi
- . ‘yo‘

\

[ T
LS

o



6 A General Epiftle

you in another way than ever you have been tried to this Day,
becaufe, till now, no fuch Thing was fettled amongft s, and
fo not propounded to you. It will be known now, whether
you do love Jefus Chrift, and his Bleffed Intereft; Gofpel, and
Church, or no; 7. ¢. Whether you love him more than thefe,
or more than Son or Daughter. O that you would at this
time fhew your Zeal for God, and let all Men fee the World is
not fo in your Hearts, but that Jefus Chrift hath much room
there : ’Tis to be given towards God’s Holy Temple; to build
up his Spiritual Houfe which hath a long time lain as walte.

Remember how willingly the Lord’s People offered upon this’

Account formerly 5 “tis fome great as well as good Thing the

Lord, and we his poor and unworthy Servants and Miniftersy>

do expett from you. God has wrought a great: Work  for
us, O let us make fome fuitable return of Duty to bim, and
a& like a People called, loved, and faved by him. Shall {o
‘much be {pent needlefly on your own ceiled Houfes, on coftly
Attire and Drefles, and delicious Dict, when: God’s Houfe
lies almoft wafte ! We are therefore become humbie: Suppli-
cants for our dear Mafter, and could entreat you on our bended:

Knees, with Tearsin our Eyes, to pity Siom, if it might but:

move your Hearts to Chriftian Bounty and Zeal for Her and

the Lord of Hofts. We fear God did let in the Enemy upon:

us to confume us and walte our Subftance, becaufe to this
Day.we have with-held it from him, when his Caufe, Gofpel,
and Churches called for more thanever yet youw parted withy
and that a Blaft has been upon our Trades and Eftates for our
remifsnefs in this Matter. ~May we not fay, Yelooked for much,
and lo it came to little 5 and when ye broughe it bome,, the Lord did,
blow upor it # \Why, becanfe, faith God, mine Houfe that is wafic,
and ye rum every one to bis own Houfe, Hag. 1. 9. Butif now we
reform our Doings, and fthew our Zeal for Chriftand his Go-
fpel, and love to him, and a& as becomes a willing People pro-
effing his Name, you will fee you will be no lofers by ic: For

- Iwill, faith the Lord, open the Windows of Heaven, and pour out
4 Bleffing that there_fhall not be room enough ta receiveir, Mal.3.10.
If the Worth of Souls, the Honour of God, the Good of the
Church, the glorious Promulgation of the Gofpel in the'Na-

~ tion, the Credit of your Profeflion, your own Peace, and that
weight of Eternal Glory be upon your Spirits, we doubt: Axkl)ot

: . but
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to the Churches. 7z

but you will give.evidence of it at this Time ; -and fo fhall you
busild the old wafte Places, and raife up the Foundations of many Ge-
#erarioms 5, and'be the Repairers of the Breaches, and Reftorers of
Paths to dwellin, 1a, 58, 12, : 3 a
- We to thefe great and good Ends, have thought upon and
appointed a Solemn Day to Faltand Mourn before the Lord,
and to humble our {elves, and feek his Face, that a Blefling may
attend all that we have done, and you with us may yet furcher
do for his Holy Name fake. -

A General Faff appointed in all the Congregations ok the
roth of O&ober mexs; 1689. with the Canfes and
Reafons thereof. . T T :

The-main and principal Evils to be bewailed and mourn’d
‘over before the Lord on that Day, are as followeth.

Firft 5 Thofe many grievous Backilidings, Sins, and Provo-
€ations, not only of the whole Nation, but alfo of -the Lord’s
own People, as confidered in our publick and private Stations ;
particularly that great decay of firft Love, Faith, and Zeal
for the Ways and Worlhip of God 3 which hath beenapparent, -

not only in our Churches, but alfoin private Families.

Stcondly; That this Declenfion® and Back{liding hath been, we fear, for 2
long feries of timc, and many fore Judgments God has brought upon the Nati-
on ; and a ftrange Death of late come.upon the Lord’s faithful Witneffes, befides
divers painful Labourers in Chrift’s Vineyard called Home, and but few raifed up
in their ftead 5 little fuccefs in the Miniftry ; ftorms of Perfecution having been

Mralfcd_ upon us, 2 new War commenc'd by the Beaft, ( through the Divine
Permiffion of God, and Hand of his Juftice ) to a total overcoming to appear-
ance the Witnefles of Chrift in thefe T(les ; befides his more immediate Scrokes
by Plague and Fire, ¢»¢. - God blafting all Effays ufed for detiverance, fothat
WC.Werc 3‘“&‘;& without hope, -therefore our Sins that provoked. the Righteous
and Juft Godto bring all thefe Evils upon us, we ought to bewail and mourn
for hefore him.  But withal not to forget his Infinite Goodnefs, who when he
{faw that our Power was gone, and that there was none fhut up or left, that
he fhould thus appear for our Help and Deliverance, in a way unexpeed and
unthoughe of by us. :

Thirdlys The Things we fhould therefore in the next place pray and
cry to the Lord for, 1s, that he would give us true, broken, and penitent
Hearts for all our Iniquiries, and the Sins of his People, and wafh and
cleanfe away thofe great Pollutions with which we have been defiled ; and alfo

pour forth more of his Spiric upon us, and open the Myfteries of his Wo;g:
N :
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“that we may underftand whereabouts we'are, in refpeé of the latter Time, and |

whathe is a doing, and know our Work, andchat a Bleffing may attend all the -

* Churches cf hisSaints in thefe Nations,. and thavgreater Light may break forth,
and che Glory of the Lord rife uponus, and that the.Word.may not any moce
be as a mifcarrying Womb and dry Breafls, but.that in every place Multicudes

may be turned to the Lord, and that Love and {fweet Concord may be found a- -

mong all'the Lord’s People in thefe Nations, that the great Work begun thercin
founexpeltedly, may go onand be perfe&ed, o the praife of his:own Glory. .
Likewife. to., put up .earneft Cries and Supplications to the.Lord for the

lineal Seed of Abraham, the poor- Jews, that they may be. called, and both
Jews and Gentiles made one Sheepfold, under that one Shepherd Jefus

Chrift.

. Thefe are fomeof thofe Thirigs we have thought good to lay before you,
and which we hope we fhall be helped. with, you to fpread before the Lord on
that Day, with whatfoever elfe you or we may be help’d to confider of : hoping
yow will not forget your Paftors and Minifters in your Prayers; and what we
“have been enabled to come to a Refolve about, fo that all may be fucceeded

with a glorious Bleffing from the Almighty, thac the prefent Churches, and .

thofe Saints who fhall; come after us, may have caufe to praife his Holy Name:

Which is the unfeigned Prayer and Defire of us, who fubfcribe our felves your -

Servans for Jefus fake, .

FHanferd Knowllys, 'V Samuel Buttall, Leonard Harrifos,
William: Kiffin, Ifaac Lamb, Edward Price, .

Andrew Giffordy < Chriftopher Price, William Phips,.

Robert Steed,. | Robert Keate, William F acey,

Thoinas Vauxe, ‘Richard Tidmarfh, Fobn Ball,

William Collins, Fames Webb, William Hankins,

. Fobn Tomkins, .\ Fobn Harris, Samuel Ewer,

Toby Willes, Thomas Winhelly Painl Friiz, .

"George Bayrette,. Fames Hitt, - ‘
“Benjamin Keach, Hercules Collins, In the Name and behalt:
Daniel Finch, * | 'Richard Sutton, . of the whole Affembly,
Fobn Carter, 1 Robert Knight, ; _

([ Memorand. *Tis agreed to by us, that the next General Affembly be held s
- London, onthat Day which s called Whitfon-Moday, 1690.7
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The N ARRATIVE of the Pracecdings df  thie Elders

and M;lﬂ'enger-s of the Baptizéd Congregations, i rheir
General Affembly, met in London oz Septemb. 3,
7012, 1689. | '

T Hereas we fhie Pﬁftbrs'and ;Elders of the feveral
Churches, in and about Lendon, did meet together,
and ferioufly ‘take into.our confideration the parti-

“cular States of the Baptized Churches among our {elves 5 and af-

ter a long Perfecution, finding the Churches generally under
great Decays inthe Power of .Godlinefs, and; Defecls of Gifts
for the Miniftry ;" Alfo, fearing thatthe fame Decays and De-
feéts might be-among the Churches:of the fame Faigh and Pro-
fellion throughout England and Wales, many of their Minifters
being deceafed, many having ended their Daysin Prifon, many

fcattered by Perfecution to other Parts, far diftant from the

'Churches to whiche they. did belong. :From a due fenfe of thefe

Thingsdid by their Letter, dated Fuly 28. 1689, write toall the

-aforefaid Churches throughout England and Walesyto-fend their

Meflengers to a General Meeting at Lordon, the 34-0f ‘the 7th
Month, 1689.. And being met together,thefirft Day was {pent
inhumbling our felves:before the Lord, and to feck.of him a
rightway to dire into the beft-Means. and Method 1to, repair
our Breaches, and to recover our felves into our former Order,

Beauty, and Glory. -in profecitionthercof, upon the 4thday

of the fame Month, We, ‘the/Elders, miniftring Brethrenand

- Meflengers of the ‘Churches in.and about Zendon, and Elders,

Miniftring-Brethren:& Meflengers of the everaliGhurches from
feveral partsof England and Wales: hereaftermentioned, being
again come together, after firft olemn fecking the Lord by
Prayer, did concludeupon ithefe following Preliminaries, and
lay them down as thedoundation .of 4his our Aflembly, and

. Rules for our Proceedings ; .Wherein all the Meffengersof the

Churches aforefaid, in City and:Country «(as well for the Sa-
tisfaction 'of every :particular:Church, Jas alfo to prevent all
Miftakes, Mifapprehenfions:and Inconveniencies that might a-
rifein time to come concerning this General Affembly ) do fo-

~l:e‘ﬂ‘l‘nly, unanimoufly, profc;fs anél declares «. That

o

i



10 A Narrative of the

1. That we difclaim all manner of Superiority, Superintenden-
£y over the Churches ; and that we haveno _Auhority or Power,
1o prefcribe or impefe any thing upon ‘the Faith ot Practice of
any of the Churches of Chrift. Our whole Intendment, is to
be helpers together of one another, by way of Counfel and
Advice, in the right underftanding of that perfect Rule which
- our Lord Jefus, the only Bithop of our Souls, hath already pre-

feribed, ‘and given to his Churches in his Word, and therefore
do feverally and jointly agree, : :

2. That in thofe things wherein one Church differs from a-
nother Church in their Principles or Praices, in point of
Communion, that we cannot, fhall not, impofe uponany par-
ticular Church- therein, but! leave every Church: to. their own
liberty, to walk together as they have received:from the Lord. .
- 3. That if any particular Offence doth arife betwixt one
Church and another, or betwixt one particular Perfon and a-
nother, no Offence fhall be admitted to be debated among us;
till the Rule Chrift' hath given (in that Matter) be firft An-
fwered; -and the Confent of both Parties. had, or fufficiently
endeavoured. : W b ryd bib ‘

4. That whatever is determined by us iiyany Cafe, {hall not
be binding to any one Church, till the Confent of that Church
e firft had, and they conclude the fame among themfelves.

5. That all things we. offer by way .of: Counfel and Advice,
be piloved out of the Word of God, and the Scriptures an-
nexed.

6. That the Breviats of this Meeting be tranfcribed, and
fent to every particular Church with a Letter.

7. That the Meflengers that come to this Meeting, be recoms
mended by a Letter from the Church, and that none be ad-
mitted to fpeak in this Affembly, unlefs by general Confent,

The Letters from feveral Churches being read, the. Meeting
was difmifled till next day, and concluded in Prayer.:

Septemb. 5. 1689. ‘ :

After folemn feeking the Lord, all the Elders, Miniftring-
Brethren, and Meflengers aforefaid, confidered, debated and
concluded, That a publick Fund, or Stock was neceffary : And
came to a Refolve in thefe three Queftions ; 1.. How to Raife it.
2. To what Ufes it _fhould. be difpofed.” 3. How: to Secure

it. ,
o Queft. 1,




Proceedings of the .Affembly. 11
Queflt. 1. How or by what Means this Publick, Fund, or Stock,
foould be raifed? -Relfolved, | s
1. Thatic fhonld be raifed by a Free-Will Offersng. . That
every Perfon fhould communicate (for the Ufes hereafter
mentioned.) according to his Ability, and as the Lord fhali
make him willing, and enlarge his Heart; and that the Chur-
ches feverally among themfelves do.order the Colledtion of it
with all convenient {peed, that the Ends propofed may be pu
into prefent practice. e :
2. That for the conftant carrying it on, there be an annual
Colle&tion made in the feveral Chusches, of a Half-pen-
ny, Penny, 2d, 34, 44, éd, per Week, more or lefs, as every
Perfon fhall be made willing, and that every Congregation do
agrec:among themfelves to collett it, either Weekly, Monthly,
or Quarterly, according to.their own convenience, and that
Minifters.be defired to fhew a good Example herein. Exoed. 35.
44 5. 1 Chron. 29. 14. Mal. 3. 10. ‘Hag. 1.9. 2 Cor8.11,12.
3.- That every particular Church do appoint their Deacons,
or any other faithful Brothers to colle€t, and to acquaint the
Church with the Sum collected, and remit ic Quarterly into the

. Hands of fuch Perfons as.are hereafter nominated and appoin-

ted to receive it at Lendon 3 the firft quarterly Paiment to be
made the 5th of December next.

.4,/ That the Perfons appointed to .receive -all the aforefaid
Colle&ions, -be our Honoured and  ‘well-beloved ‘Brethren,
whofe Names we have fent you in a: printed Paper by it felf;
all living in and -about. Londoz 5 and when any of thefe afore-
faid Brethren die, then the major part of the Survivors of
them, fhall nominate and appoint another Brother in his ftead,
to be confirmed, or refufed, at the next General Meeting
of this Affembly. | And that the faid nine Brethren fhall disbur{e

i, from time to time, for the ufes hereafter mentioned, ac-

cording to the fatisfaction they, or the major.part of them,
fhall have from the Information and Teftimony of any two
Churches in this Allembly, or from the Teftimony of any par-
ticular Affociation of Churches in the ‘Country, or from the
Satisfaction they fhall have by any other means whatfoever.
‘Queft. 2. To what Ufes this Fundy or Publick_Stock, fhall be
difpofed ? Refolved, ’

B2, ' 1.0



12 A Narrative of -

t. To' communicate thereof to thofe Churches that are not
able to maintain their own Miniftry 3 and that their Minifters
may be encouraged wholly to'devote themfelves to the great
Work of Preaching the Gofpel. ‘ {1V

5. To fend Minifters that are ordained’ ( or at leaft folemn~
1y called) to preach,both in City and Country,wheré the Go-~
{%e} hath; or hath not yet been preached, and to'vifit the Chur--

ches 3 and thefe to bechofen out'of  the Churches-in London, of

in the Country 5 which Minifters are to be approved of;, and

fent forth by two Churches at the leaft, but more if it may be.
3. To aflift thofe Members that fhall be found in'any of the

aforefaid Churches, that are difpofed for Study, have an in-

viting Gift, and are found' in Fundamentals, in attaining to-

the knowledg and underftanding of ‘the- Eanguages, Latiny
Greek, and Hebrew. - Thefe Members to’ be reprefented to

the Ninie Brethren in Zondor, by any two'of the Churchesthat.

belong to this Aflembly. ~ - ‘

Refolved, The Mony colle®ed, be retarned, asis exprefled
ina printed Paper before mentioned, toone of the'Nine 'Bre-
thren mentioned in the f2id Paper. - : 3 1)

Refolved and ' concluded, '%ﬂhat every quarter of a Year, an

Account fhall be taken by thofe Nine Brethren in London, no--
minated in the printed Paper aforefaid, of all' the Receipts-

and’ Disburfments belonging to this aforefaid Fund, or Stock :

With an Account figned by them, or'the miajor part of them,.

fhall be' fent and tranfinitted to one Chirch in evéry County,
and from that Churéh to be communicatéd to all the reft of
¢the Churches aforefaid within the fame County, with all con-
venient fpeed. The firft Account to be made and fent the gth
of ‘Fanuary next. :

Refolved, That what Charges foever the faid Nine Brethrert
are at in the Service of this Alfembly, fhall be difcharged outof
the aforefaid Stock. ’ oL

i;_T,'b_e




the Proceedings of the Afimbly. 33

The Queftions Propofed from the feveral Cburches, _D,e;
bared, and Refolved.. - bt

Queft: W—Heth'er it 1ba not expedsent: for Chuirchest that live near

NN rogetbery and confift of  fmall muibers; . and are: not
able to maintaintheir.opn Miniftryy to join together for the better and
wmore comfortable fupport of their Miniftry, and betrer Edsfication one
of amother? : ot % ot

- Anfw. Concluded in the Affirmative. A

- Q. Whetlrer it 15 not the Duvy.of every Church of Chrift to maint aind-
fuch Minifters as are ﬁt apart by them., by allowing them a comfortable.
Muintetiance according ro ther Abitirypd o 51T A

- A/ Concluded in the Affirmative, 1 Cor. 9. 95105 115 12, 135
14 Gal.6. 6. - ) ; '
- Qs Wihether every Church onght not to endearonr not onlyto provide
themfelves of an. able Miniftry. forthe preaching of theWord, bus:
alfo to fer apart to Office, and'ina folgmn manner ordain: fuch as are:
disly qualified for the fame ?* £ 1 ndvdl e

TR S NSER S S i
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| A. Concluded in the Affirmative. 4. 14. 23. Tit. 1. 5.
g % Q' Whether it is #ot the liberty of Baptized Belicvers to bear any
ipr ﬁ’”KV and piovs Men of the Independens and Presbyrerian Eerfuﬂﬁom,?
: whenthey bave: no. opportimiry ta: attend upan: the: preaching of the.
1y Wordin their own Affewmbly, "or bawe no ovher to_preach into them 3.

14 Concludéd in the Afirmative, A% 18.24, 255,26.1°1 o
Q. Whether the continuing of Gifted-Brethren many Years #pon:

Z:Lﬁ:

o trial for Elder(bip, or any Pérfon for the Office of a-Deacon; withoss
59’; wdm{:ng them,ﬂ) Il;hw qm.}l'g‘ied{];&r {bc famf ke nat omsiffion of an
8 Ordinampecf Gou2y o\ 7% g sy o STony I
o © A, Concluded in the Affiemative. /0 oy Doh ne g
M Q. What is the Disy of Church<Members when they are difpofedia
’ ﬂ! marry, with refpect to their Choice ? i

C‘,”" Toobferve the'Apoftle’s Rule, tomarry onlyin the Lord,

T wor.7. 39, \ . o T Bt ;

. Q. Wherher when the Chirch bave agreed upon the kgeping of {me»d?.
weekly, or monthly, (hefides the firft day of the Week) ve worfhip Gody
and: perform'the neceffary Servicesof the Church, they may et clm;ge
fuch Perfons with evil thap neglelt sk Maerings, and'lay rhe?e;;zo o}r :

o
i),
&
J




i4 A Narrative of the
Reproof, unlefs fuch Members can (hew good canfe for [uch their
Abfence ?

{4 Concluded in.the Affirmative, Heb, 10..25. . ., )

Q. Whar is to be done with thofe Perfons that, will not consmmnicate
to the neceffary Expences of vhe Church whereof they are Members,
according to'their Ability ? ;

A. Refolved, That vpon-clear-Proof; 'the Perfons {o offend-
ing, as aforefaid, be duly admonifhed 3 and if no Reformation,
the Church to withdraw from .them, Eph. §+.3s Mat.25.42.
1 Fobh. 3.°17. : : 3

Q. What is to be done with thofe Perfons that withdyaw themfelves
from the Fellow(lip of that particular Church whereof they are Mem-
®&ers, and join themfelves to  the Communion of the National
Church ? \ e

A. To ufeall due means to reclaim them by Infruction and
Admonition ; and if not thereby reclaimed, to rejec them.
Mat. 18. 17, Luk, 9.63. Feb. 10.38. Fude 19, ,

Refolved, That the like method be.taken with thofe that
wholly ferfake the Fellowfhip of  that. Congregation to which .
they have folemnly given up themfelves, Los oM

Q. Whether Belicverswere not attually veconciled. to God, aStually.,
Juftified and adeptedwhen Chrift died ¢ "

A, That the Reconciliation, Juftification, and Adoption of
Believers are-infallibly fecured by the gracious purpof of God,
and merit of Jefus Chrift: - Yet none canbe faid tobe actually:
reconciled, juitified, or adopted, until they are really implanted:
into Jefus Chrift by Faith ; and fo by virtue of ithis their Union
with him, have thefe Fundamental Benefits actually conveyed
unto them. And this we conceive is fally evidenced, becaufe
the Scripture attributes all thefe Benefits to Faith, as the inftru-,
mental caufe of them. Rom.3. 25. Chap.5. 11. Chap. 5. 1.
Gal.3. 36. And gives fuch Reprefentation of the ftate of the
Eleét before Faith ‘as is altogether inconfiftent with an aGtual
Right in them, Epb. 2. 1,2,3,—12.

Q. Whether it be not neceffary for the Elders, Miniftring-Brethren,
and Meffengers of the Churches, to takeinto their ferions confideration
thofe Exceffes that are fonnd among their Members, Men.and Women,
with refpett to their Apparel ? A vy PRe e

A. Tn the Affirmative. . That it is a_fhame for Men to wear
Jong Hair,or long Perewigs,and efpecially Minifters,1 Cor.11.14.

A or




Proceedings of  the 4 ffembly. 1§

or, ftrange ‘Apparcl, Zeph. 1, 8., That the Lord reproves the
Daughters of  Sion,, for the Bravery, Haughtinels, and Pride of
their Attire, walking with {tretched-out Necks, wanton Eyes,
mincing as they go, Ifa. 3. 16. As if they affected Tallnefs,
as one obferves upon their ftretched-ont Necks, thofomein
thefc Times feem, by their high Drefles,  to out-do themin that
refpedt. The Apoftle Paul exhorts, in 1 Tim.2.9,10. Women adorn
themfelves in modeft Apparel, with Shamefac’dnefs and Sobriety = not
with Broidered Hasr,or Gold, or Pearls; or coftly Array; but wth good
Woarks as becomes- Women profe[fing Godline[s.  And 1 Pet.3. 3,4,5.
Whofe adorning et it not be the ontward adorning of plaiting the Hair,
of wearing of Gold, or of putting on of Apparel : bnt the Ornament .
of a.meck and quict Spirit, which is in the fight of God of great price.
Eor after this (fathion) manner, the holy Womenwho trufted in God
adorned themfelves. - And therefore we cannot but bewail it. with
much Sorrow.and Grief of Spirit, That thofe.Brethren and
Sifters who have folemnly profefled to deny themfelves, Aat.
16. 24. And who are by Profeflion obliged in Duty not to con-
form to this World, Rox. 12.2.. fhould fomuch conform to the

‘Falhions of this World, and not reform themfelves in thofe In-

clinations that their Natures addicted them to. in days of Igno-
rance, 1 Pet. 1. 14. From thefe Confiderations we earneftly de--

fire, ThatMen and Women, whof Souls are committed. to our:
-Eharge, may be watched over in this matter,., and that care be :
“taken, and all juft and due means ufed for a-Reformation here-

in; and that fuch who are guilty of this crying Sin of Pride, .
that abounds in the Churches as well as in the Nation, may be-
reproved ; efpecially confidering what Time and Treafure is
foolifhly wafted in adorning the Body, which would be better -

Apent;in a careful endeavour to adorn the Soul ; ; and the charge .

laid out upon thofe Superfluitics, to relieve the neceffities of the

_poor Saints, and ito promote the Interelt.of jelus Chrift. And:

though we deny not but in fome cafes Ornaments may be allow-
ed, yet whatever Ornaments in Men or Women which are if-
eonfiftent with Modefty, Gravity, Sobriety, and 2 Scandal to -
Religion, opening the Mouths of, the Ungodly,. ought to-be
caft off, being truly no Ornaments to Believers, but rather.a
Defilement ;. and that. thofe Minifters and Churches whodo -
not. endeavour. after a Reformation. hereiny. ar€ juftly to be.

blamed :
va ) Q Whe--
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16 A Narrative of s
Q. Whetherit'" : ot the Duty of all Cbriftians; and Chitvibes of
“Chriftreligionflyto obferve the Lovd’s Day, or firft Day of the Week,
in ' the Worlhsp and Service of ‘God -'bafh “in Cpiblick and’ pri-
fuate ? - '
A 1tis conchided'in the Affirmative.’ “Becaufe we fiad~ that
‘Day was fet apart for the folemn Worfhip of God by our ‘Lord
Yefiis, and his Holy Apoftles, through the infallible Infpiration
of  the Holy ‘Spirit. s’ Vi RULK BRI N
‘1/t." Becaufe, it appears that'the ‘Son of God, who was mani-
fefted in the Flefh, had Authority .to make a change'of the So-
Tenin Day of Worlhip, being Lord of  the'Sabbath. AZat.12.8.
“Mark 2. 28. ‘Like 6. 5. . } AL
. “2dly.’ It is ‘manifeft that our Bleffed Lord and ‘Saviotir arofe
on that Day, ‘as'having compleated and confirmed the work of
our'Redemption. Mar.28. 1. Mark16.2." Luke 24.1. Fob20.1.
-\_la)vhﬁreby ‘'he laid ‘the ‘Foundation of the ‘Obfervation of that
‘Day. - : s
3dly. Our Lord Jefus did then on that’Day moft plainly and
folemnly appear to his Difciples, teaching and inftruéting them,
‘blefling them, and giving them their Commiflion, ' breathing on
‘them the'Holy Ghoft. ' Znke 24.13, 37,36, Fah. 20.19,20, 21,
29 : ; F1 s gt
TMoreover, ‘onthenext firlt day of the Week, ‘he appeared
to them again, giving ‘them a further infallible \proof of his
glorious Refurretion. ‘And then convinced the “Apoftic Tho-
-mas, who 'being abfent the firlt Day before, wasmnow with
“them, 'Foh. 20, 26." Whereby it appears he fanctified and-con-
“firmed-the religious ‘Obfervation of that Day by hisown Ex«
ample. : , :
;frh’ly._Our ‘Lord ‘and Saviour remained “with his" Difciples
forty Days after his.Refurre&tion, and ‘fpoke to 'them of the
‘things pertaining to the Kingdom of ' God, “4¢. 1,3. ‘And ‘we
‘queftion not but he then gave command dbout' the 'Obfervation
of this'Day. * : ' L o o
sthly, Which appears,inthat for afurther confirmationthere-
of; after his Afcenfion;when his Difciples or Apoftleswere affer-
‘bled together, folemnly with one accord, on'the‘DaE of Pente-
‘¢oft, which (by all” computation ) 'was the firft Day of the. -
“Week 5 recorded, Aét. 2. 1,2, “Hethen poured out his Holy
Spirit in a marvellous and anabundant Meafure upon them.
] 6thly. Ac=
]




the Proceedings of the #ffembly. r7
- Gthly;-Accordingly, afterwards, ' we find this Day was {o-
lemnly obferved by the Churches, as appears, 4¢s 20. 7. where
we have the Churches affembling on that day plainly, afferted,
with the folemn Duties then performed, ‘which were Preaching,
and breaking of Bread ; and all this recorded as their ufual

Cuftom, which could be from no other caufe but Divine and

Apoltolical Injticution.  And it is moft remarkable and worthy
the ferious Obfervation of all the Lord’s People, that although
the. Holy Apolitles, and others that were Preachers of the Go-
{pel, took their opportunities to preach the Word on the Jewifh

‘Sabbath-day, and on other days of the Week as they had con-

venient Seafons afforded ; yet we have no Example of the
Churches then allembling together to celebrate all the Ordinan-
cesof our Lord Jefus peculiar to them, but on the firft Day of
the Week. Which manifeft pra&ice of theirs is evidently as

« plain a Demonftration of its being a Day-fet apart for religious

Worfhip, by the Will and Command of our Lord Jefus, asif it
had been expreft in the plaineft Words. Forafmuch as they did
nothing in thofe pureft Primitive Times in the facred Worfhip
of God, either as to timeor form, but by a Divine Warrant
from the Holy Apoftles, who wereinftruted by our Lord Jefus,
and were guided in all thofe Affairs by his faithful and infallible
Holy Spirit. L

7thly. In like mannerthe folemn Ordinance of Collection for
the neceflities of the poorSaintsywas commanded by the Lord tobe
performed on that Day, 1 Cor.16.1,2. by an Apoftolical Ordina-
tion s which without queftion, by reafon of their obferving that

- Day for their holy aflembling and worfhip, was then required.

 8thly, and laftly. It isallerted by all the confiderate and able
Expofitors of -the Holy Scriptures, that the denomination or

~Title o the Lord’sDay, mentioned Rew. 1. 10. was attributed

tothe Firft Day of the Week, as the ufual diftinguifhing Name

-given to that folemn Day by the Chriftians, or Churches, in the
¢ . Primitive Times 5 as being a Day to be {pent wholly in the Ser-
+ . vice and Worhip of the Lard, andnot in our own worldly and

fecular Affairs, which are lawful to be attended unto on other
Days of the Week, 3
From all which, laid together and confidered, we are convin-

“ced, thacit is our Duty religioufly to obferve that Holy Day in

the Celebration of the Worfhip of God. .
; i C Q. Whe-



i o A A Narrative, &c.

Q. Whether the Graces-and Gifts of the Holy Spirit be not fuffici-
ent to the making - and continuing _of ‘an Honaur able Miniftry in the
Churches ? ) '

A. Refolved in the Affirmative, Eph.4.8,9. 1Cori12.7.

Q. Whether it be not advantagions for our Brethren now in the
- Miniftry, or that may be .in the Miniftry, to attainto a competent

knowledg of the Hebrew, Greck,, and Latin. Tongues, that they may

be the better capable to defend the Truth againft Oppofers ¢
- _A. Refolved in the Affirmative. ;

Q. Whether an Elder of one Church may adminiffer the Ordinance
in other Churches of the [ame Faith ? ;

A, That an Elder of one Church, may adminifter the Ordi-
nance of the Lord’s Supper to another of the fame Faith, being
called fo to do by the faid Church ; tho notas Paftor, but as 2
Minifter, neceflity being only confidered in this Caft.

We the Minifters and Meflengers of, and concerned ior, up-
wards of one hundred Baptized Congregations in Englund and
Wales ( denying Arminianifm ) being met together in London
from the 34 of the 7th Month tothe.rith of the fame, 1689. to
confider of fome things that might be for the glory of God, and
the good of thefe Congregations 3 have thought meet ( for the
fatisfaction of all other Chriftians that differ from us in the
point of Baptifm) to recommend to their perufal the Confel-
fion of our Faith, Printed for, and Sold by, Mr. Yobz Harris at
the Harrow inthe Poultrey: Which Confeflion we own, as con-
taining the Doctrine of our Faith and Pradice; and do defire
that the Members of our Churches refpectively do furnifh them-
felves therewith. - :

Moreover, this Aflembly do declare their Approbation of 2
certaip little Book, lately recommended by divers Elders dwel-
ling in and about the City of London, Intituled, The Minifters |
Mnbenance Vindicated. And it is their Requeft that the faid

- Treatife be difperfed amongft all our refpective Congregations 3
and it is defired that fome Brethren of each. Church take car®
to difpofe of -the fame accordingly.

An
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A Account of the.[everal Baptized (Churches in Eng-
land and Wales (owning the Docbrine of Perfonal
Election and Final Perfeverance) that fent either their -
Minifters, or MefJengers, or otherwife communicated
their State in our General-Affembly at London, on
the 3d, 4th, and fo ontothe 1 1th Dayof the 7th
Month, called September, 1689.

: : Warkthive
t 3 Reating — S s Grifn, Mlfeager.

Fatfitiad ! Richard Steed, Minifter. :
2 < Fatringdon ———=——2 william Mills, Minifter. ’

e SHmr_y Forty, Paftor. s ;
3 g Abbington D Fobn Tomkins. [
4 ﬁewbarry

Philsp Hockton. - I {

Pem—

Robert Keates Minifter.

s Wantage i
ey ' Fobn Man, Preacher.
6 {Longworth , __-,{ Peter Stephens.
NGenfouihive. ;
Cpp , '
. {Steventon _{.;:g:eg 5;1:7:hcrne, Paftor.
8 Everfhall o ~Edward White, ‘Paftor.
Waifted, N S
A Thomas Vaix, Paftor. ' 4
% {Broad—MFade— {Rabert Bodinam.
+ 10 Fryers Andrew Gifford, Paftor. ; K
Buckinghamiite. , =
11 Haddington -~ Peter Tyler. :
12 Stukley s -t Robert Knight, Paftor:

C 2 : @ﬂmﬁzlﬂg«

BAE N e



A TEe Names of the

; _ Camiiog, i
13 Cambridg ——————— T homas Cowlinge, :
14 Wisbich g————-—-——- ————William Ricks, Preacher.
15 L00C = e Thomas Cowling,, Minifter.
; \ - Devonfhive, .
16 Boly-Tracy —~————Clement Jackson, Minifter.
17 Dartmouth S Philip Cary, Minifter.
18 Ladfwell ~——Samuel Hart, Minifter. -
19 Luppit - Thomas Halwell,
RO e Holdenby, Paftor. .
209 Plimouth—— — et {Samml- Buttally Minifter.
21 South-Molton —————Thomas Stoneman, Meflenger.
g ; Fohn--Ball, '
22{T1v¢rton ‘ " {Triftram Truvin, Minifter,
e Doyletive,

23 Dorchefteri—= 2 Siial ) 7y, Cox, Minifter, .

s . S Fames Hitr, Preacher.
24 Dalwaod st § J800 Py, Pecabiic

-.2¢xJiame — ; Simon Orchard, Minpifter.
Durham, :
§ . ' Fobn Ward,
26 lMugglefwlck e — -{ Henry Blackbead,
37{Newcaﬁle 08 Fing ——— %;:Z;”%f;::” Paftqr.
e o . e
28 Hadfield-Braddock wmiwro W;#iam Collins, Paftor. o
: SWilliam Woodward, paftor.
29{Harlow ST L Fames Newton, ‘ b
- &ron County, -
0 ) William Phipps, Paftor.
30{Exonw oI N g {Rz‘chard »Adm};;.

- Olouceltets
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_’ Churches and Meffengers. 21
CaR @Inuczftgrl’bire. ;
- { Burton on the Hill, and § Sohn Goring, Paftor. -

_Morton Hinmaft Anthony Freeman.

32 Cirincefter - Giles Watkins, Minifter.
33 Dimmock ——u -—William Hankins, Paftor.
34 Marring-Hampton - i
35 Nimpsfield ~ —_ - Robert Williams.
36 Sudbury- G

¢ I o e Elgdzer Herringe Paﬁof-,
37{ Tewksbuxty;-:-:—.-;-r?““?"""{Edward C’amer.g' ek ;

Glamogantive.

; ull L 4 " Lewis Thomas, Paftor.
38{ Swanzey o Francus G'ile.r., :

 Dattiomite.

; . : Samnel Ewer, Paftor. -

39{Hemp_[§ead—-—.--.————.‘—-—r{ SV;illidmAld;Ziﬂ-' e e
: : I ames Hardinge, Minifter. '

4°{Km8.fw°rth"“‘ U Daniel Finch, Minifter.

| 4T Perton ——e— s e e :
F {Theobal T 5 {ﬁfoﬁph‘Maﬂm, Paftor..

o LTofeph Seward.
e e e it
~ | Damptoive, 2%
44-{Chrift-Church.,_.,;-_,_._ Sofeph Browm, .- .

. UFobn Lillington.

o "" 45 Ringwood -

. S * {Rickiard Ring, Paftor.
q 1 {,South-Hampton m{f}’obn Greempood,

: : < ' Richard Kems o 701007,
. 47{Wh1te-Chufch --—-——-{ Stephen Kem,, } Meflengers, -
co e s Megketnthive. o

48 Hereford Gty Ediard Price; Paftor.
49 Wefton and Pmnard:mgfichurd Perkins, Preacher.

Kene,

-‘-:L-Lmi_.,w;____,[___, W “m' w2 B B e 735
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36 Bk Thomas Feckpam,. Paftor.
139 { Sandwich T R ) { Edward Taylor. ;

Jancatbive,

s ' Loe, Paftor. _

‘Lefcefterthive. _ g5
Henry Coleman, Paftor. b

’{ijﬂmin Winkles.

-C Hanferd Knowllys
Robert Stecd, % }Paﬂ:ors.

s 3§Broken-Wharf-———-——-—— Fohn Skinner.

5 1 Warrington -

.5 z{'Kilbey

Thomas Lampet.
: : , William K iffin, Paltor.
54< Devonfhire-Square ——— Morris King.
: William Clark, ;
Folire Flarris, paftor.

: (z Samuel Boneal.

35 Joyners-Hall ————— \ Wiliian: Dicks.
(Fobn Aerriot.

: ! Edward Man, Paitor.
56< Hounfditch —-—-.._-—--% Fohn Burkes. :
) Richard Hollowell.

William Collings, paftor.

57< Petty-France Rz ) Sfohn Collets. . v o
 ( Thomas Harrifon,
3 . Leonard Harrifon, Paftor.
58%Lime.—Houfe ————%Sﬂmuel Booth. :
. Sobn Hunt.

: George Barret, Paftor-
> Ifaae Marloe.
S9§Mﬂ€-eﬂd Green ”—"‘“é‘fohn Putiphers: [+
v Daniel Hawes.
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