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"f the Spirit im the BundSj 

^ John uj\ They wcHt out from tu, 
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T o t h e B r e t h r e n a n d S i t e s , w h o 

t i a v c Tcpara ted t h e m f e l v c s f r o m 

' C h u r c h e s w h e r e o f t h e y 

w e r e M e m b e r s . 

^ovcd Friendŝ  

l^^^l^^r Anfwsr privately tif-
W ^ ; efthofe Brethren, who are 

^^thors of that little Bookcalled S E-I 
Sat conRA ^-^"^ no S C H I SM t . 
^^rmdintl?."^' ^^"^y" ^^''^'ry mneh C6H-
Protu V^ ' ' ' « ' ' " ^^ andtbereforemajbedc-
fhereto ^T"^' '^'"^'^ caH he faid in Anfwer 
'he '^^P^^*'^^^fon>e Copies thereof, to 
nere r '"'^^ J^^''"^ the fame. Whe„you 
^od hthe holy Sprit ^nd word of 

^'ll tier ""^^^ ^° i>^pti;ted, a>;dtc walk, 
^od ynu ""^f'^'^^n^e'^is H»d Ordinances of 

'^-^atiB • ^ff^dyou^ and brtn^ you u> 

^lemhrs 7 '̂̂ ''•^^^•^ ^he,e,f JOH have been 
'''Lord ' 1"':''^'''^'.J»'Kave up your J elves to 

. 'inu ranv thein, according to the Tvill 



• 
ofth Lord • at which timt JOM were fuUj fcr-

jwaaeay i„f, th,re to co»!t»t*e, wait-

them '« '''r'':yZnfrom their c>mmnmo»,and \L 

thcirle.ve ? f y C'^w./, 

knt^^n ^f^ -^^ <^l[^ JuaU to luring ,h.fe 

^'^ r u.intrcated the Church te f ^ ^ M - / ; 



ftcret for them^ and waiting for their refen-
tance^ our Lord did fer the repentance of 
the Church of Pergamus, and cf Ttiyatira, 
Kev. 2. 16,21,22. ) ^nd offght Kot to have 
feparated jfour fdvesfrcrtt, them, nor f»rfaken 
*he A^emhlinj^ of your ffives together 
•»ith them., Hcb. 1 0 . 2 1 , a2, 23, 24, 25• 
tttttin for their impeniteMcj- our Lard feffU 
Chrijl had removed the Candlifiiek,, and «»-
ehurchedrlejfj, and then yon os.ffht to for [akf 
them^^aud follow theJLawb whirefaever 'hegoes-, 
f»r joM may and ought to fiee nut of Babyion, 
tnd deliver every mart his ew» fi»l. 
forfake her, ( becanfe after all means ufed, 
fheis net healed,) hut you may nr.t, OHght not 
to feparate your felves from Z'on , nor for-
fake her Ajfemblies; compare fer,$ i i^'7 > 
8,9, lO. with Rev.18 .2 ,3 ,4 , 5 - ^ ^ " f * ' 
^4- 1,4. $,and[{z. 35.10. andMkb,^. $-0, 
7-Hcb. 10. 21,10,25. 

Thofe Churches in this Cityfr.m whom yon 
have feparated, are, and have been fo far from 
defenditrg any principles or pr.aflifes whtch by 
the word of God appear to t hem ta bedefiltng 
f^»<, that they have befn, and are ready to hear 
«ny thing of that kind objdl fd as:ai«fi any of 
their members , ar.i t" procerd agai»^ ^^^^ 
"pon evidence accoriingto Rule, i ' ^ 

Aniyet you have wt' hdrajvn ani feparated 
joHTfdvi,,yea and haveforfakf" ^^J'^J 



them, r^hich t^pu-f"* ; j / J . j^ir 

Zdm^bJof the Church) and gave Ufyour 

.ccordiiffth'^ wili of Cod,a^yoHv.erc then 
f^/lyperfUd, J - ' ' . A f / ^ / ' X ! 
i J e . f dated your felvcs^nthfuch 4^^- L 
Mies Jnd perfon.', who ! ? ^ 2 r ^ 
^hei '«or the true Minificrs of Chnfi accord
ing to Go(pel cor,fiitfftioH and order-

Thm -ihilfi yoHh^ve becn 'aefir^t^ i and I 
J .erf^JdcUie^tioHs) ^<'fPr^r^ r ' , / / 
deL ( 4^yoH fPeak) and ree from thofe de. - K 

lhoiUfep.r.tU,to he guilty ofyou have be ( 

pLl reparation, who are the Juthors of th 
fc fJd loksall'd Separation noSchfm)d.P- L 

-idjLreives bythisfeparat.cn - ' ^ ^ / ' ^ Z ' - - ) 
rjlFor any particular brother .r ffter to fepa-1 

^remmkrs^ferfin and defkmentMo^^f^.^ 

http://bythisfeparat.cn


have orderly fraceeded to fife all means af point-
h CbriJl for the kelp dndheahng of the 

^M^^^^ it us a finfttl fepa ration^ [ Jfid thu ' 
f\V {'e the opinion of your Brethren and com-
j f [ jea^and chief leaders i» fepa>-ation, a* 
,(»W'*""' f rnc by what they have faid in the 7, 
J , ^, 9. pages ^f their Bockf} and ify^^ur Brethren 
'4/^ themfilves do judge thte a fraffil fc^aratton, 
l A ^'^"^ ^."^ "^'-^^ "fore fiyifmlly have [uch f>f jou 
j i , " done in feparatingyovr felves from f0cbChur ~ 
' / <^hfs of Chrifi , you cannnt ( could not ) 
j f t ^"^^y charge with any of thofe d<fi'ingfir'S,a'M 
• J make the matter of charge fuliy out by clear 
y proof and demon/ration , as jo^r Brethren 
'..d '*'^'^'f^>Jou/iouU and ought to do beforeyo'*j<^' 

/ , J""'''^'. P'ig. 8. conf 4 . and pag. ?• ' ' 
y . V^g. 9. Rule 4. Wherefort con/der hor^ 
/ ' fi"f'*h°K^feparMionis, andrepent, andac-
, K » o w l e d g y o u r c v U i n f o doinq^, yea, and return 

I / Again to the Lord and hii Churches, f-ont whon^ 
yo« are departed, 

tit I ^•^o'i are guilty of fin in holding fellovf^ipy 
J i '^"^ having commnniin in the Ordinances of 
/ I j ^""^^ T^ith afociety or ajfcmblie of pcrfons,who 
I f ""^'""f a true Church of Chrift according to 

/ / ' , ^^^'^ "''^d ord:r. 7enr Brethren (the Aft-
m ^'f'*ratio» noScliJm) cannot prove 
J , h Scripture their feparated Ajfemblies or 

J'l to be the true Churches of Chrifi- ra 
A'l ^'(P^^ <'rder.K&\.-i.9-^om\o.z. 

1 4 2 4 3. r . . 



3. Xou are <i^mltj offtn in fartaking of the Or-' 
finances of God sdminijlred Lyth^fe brethren 
r^ho are not true MMjlers of Chrift, y^ho huve 
no true call and commiffon from him to d,jpe>ice 
all the holy ordinances of the Gojpel: but they 
^re fuch M have caufed divifons ^»d of
fences ccvtrary to the Doarir.e cfChriH, a»d 
yosi GU^ht toavoidthem, Rpm. 16.17. And 
now i f f f^all become jour enemy for tclhngyou 
the truth, or be contemned, or refrnachedjer 
dealing thui plainly ivith you, endeavouring to 
findeefiveyou, and turnyufrom the error o\ 
'youry.ay,yetIlh4!l heartily love you, and ear. 
nefilj pray and mourn in fecret for you ^nd 
ho J God mil blefs thu my poor Ub,Hr of 
hve unto fomt of your fouls. And convince yen. 
yea and caufeytu to rcpent^^nd return unto the 
Churches from whom you have feparated-^ 
ivhtchfljalt be the prayers of himwhe fsyour 
Brother in the Faith ofChrifi, and yourCem-
f anion in fufering ftrfecutisn f^rthe Gffpd 
efChrifi. 

H o K . 



A V V i t n e f s a g a i n f t I r r e g u l a r 

S E P A R A T I O N : 

OR 

A n A n f w c r u n t o a l i t t l e B O O K , 

Enti tulcd, 

Separation no Sehifm* 

1Have ferioufly read your Book , brlovcd 
Brethren, publifticd under the Tide of 
StpAratioH K0 Schifm; wherein ycu pro-
pofe and difcuischis Qucftion, viz.. 

, Whether a jingle perfon way ordirtj 
pthdraw ttyiA feparate frema Congregation for 
J'^^^ddefilencnt ohfiivAtelj heidfafihjthem^ 

^ nc terms of the Queftion you have thus 
^itplaincd, fofar as I cancolka out of your 
<>wn words. 

^- By a fmgleperfon , you mean any parti-
^larMcmbcr of a Churth; for you fay P. 6. 

Then will it neceffarily he a duty in-



.^h,nt H»on any varueuUr Mimber.—u 

orega4n*i a u S h o f c E n a , f o n ^ « fay p.7. h 
?(!nf , That fmr^*"»f^"^ f A«rc^ {u of U 

6,rn'A inthm. And vou fay, psg.iS-»-'».i ( f 

L m b ^ r ought firft toprocced jn deahngWK^^ 
the Church according CO the L a * o ^ ^ ^ " ^ . ;;f̂  

'9. .hefivc laft H n i . and the 8. hrft lines of the i 
icnth page,you fay . 

the Churchy then 
yetanebfiinateperfi^inginfn, defending it.^'>/ 
O^me, and running into a greater evtlt hmbp \^ 
t hen in obedience to the Lord^-to declare ^ f ; • f^^f 

'• •p^rationfromthtM.SlC. , v . ; # 

A' f in, t ' f o n ' ^ ^ ^ y ' P«g«'^4' 1. ^'•7,8; * « / • • SsnV'Urei'' 



J Scyiftures pm a difference between finning and 
'j^lji fitntng, worthy bur qonftderatien through eve-

n part of tl^e fithjea~\ but feme pacticuiar 
^(f^ aefiling fitis, which you fay, pag. 2 5 . l . i 2 3 ,<4. 
'iii' '^1'*^"^^'*^'^ ^"'•'^'^^i f '^f fef oration from any 

that are right in the Forms and Ordinances, of 
^̂ ((» God; which parcicular defiling fins, yon txien-
J rion page 25, and 26. and make one of them 
i^j^jumorcerpecially tlveSMndardof Separation, to 
' f wic. The denviiig and fwearing away the Do-
j / ' nittiion of our Lord JefusChrif l , '^^'^ 

Headmip or Lordfhip. of him chat boughc 
A ^hem,p.25.1.2S,26.to whichlfhal l fay fome-
y thing in Its proper place, 
J S. By obftinatelj held f a f i .by them , yo" 
U mtan (as ycu fty p^g. the latter end) An obfiv-
/ Mvfting i„ the fin , and defending the 
J\ Jame^ lifter fuch means ufcd to convince and 
g help the Church ^O-C. 
f j I f I have not miftaken your meaning in tnc 
'ifo explanation of the terms of the Qiieftion ooi-

leaed(as fully and faithfully as 1 could}out of 
V your own words and cxpreliions.hcrc & tliere 
/ . declared in your Book-.The (which 
^. 1; you fty is no Schifm) and the AfTercion whfcli 
;A you preL«;nd to prove, is this, or to this pur-
, Pofc, r t ^ . 

That any particular Memhir may orderly 
T^t^thdraw and feparate from a true Church of 
Chrift for fome fins and defilements obftinately 
l^tldfaftbythtm. / Bc-



( 4 ) 
Before you give yotir ^oCnWeMmr to the 

Qucftion, or tome to the proof of your J f . 
fWticn. yov feem to beg the ^ePo»,hy what 
Youh.veprcmif fdp .5 .^« / -^ - »ndr^^ . r^ f«-
lr.n,rdj.6, Anf. 2. yourwords are ihefe. 
That ,t bang taken for granted'hat fin « r . « -
traUed, rfponfed and held f a f i by aCongrega^ 

''Tc-I^^n^That . he beft Churches on earth are 
fubjcrt ro have r.pen and grievous fins bre .̂k 
out rmong t?:.m. a. Thar all fuch .n.qu.t.cs 
onPhc fpecdilv to be redrrffed ^ and to that 
end the Church our ht to purge out that Lea
ven! cither by bringing every guilty M '̂̂ nbcr 
to rcpcntnnce, or by calling out of the Church 
thofe particular Members whoarcimpcmtcnr, 
and obftinacdyh©Idfaft their fin isfterall due 
means of reftoring, helping and healing them, 
bavf been ufcdbv theChurcb, e^c 

3. That it is the duty of every Mcmberof 
that Churcli (where open and grievous fins 

'break our amongthcm) to endeavour to keep 
him or her fe!f from being defiled with thofc 
fits: And to that purpofc, particular Mena-
bcrs fire , 1 To look to therafelves, 2 foh 6 7, 
8 9. A n d \ . To exhort one another d a i l y . 

13, And 5. TorellthcChurcbiKderly of 
fac!« Brethren and Sificrs, whom they know to 
have committed fuch open and grievous fins. 
A^Atth. 1817. And (4.} in cafe any open and 

• gne-

t 



/ • ^ 5 ) , ^ r u ^ j | grievous fir ners be orderly brought before the 
'̂ jlil' Church, and chcir fin be nDade rBanif6rt,aiid the 
Jf maiter be fully made out by cle?r proof ( as 
a youadvife. p. 8. Csnf. 4. ) and i f the Church 

flioald fuffcr luch fins and finners to remain in 
J the Church, and to cnj )y the holy Ordman-

CCS of God in full communion with them, and 
a refurc or ncgleft to ufe fuch means to help and 

U heal thofe finWrs, as Chriahach appointed to 
V ^'""g them to repentance, or to c»ft them out 
1 |ti)i for their obftinate impenitencyi then it is a du-, 
' f(! ty neceffarily incumbent upon any particnlar 
y Member of that Church { f o cfpoufing that 
u(t' byfufferingthofcobftinateand impeni-
%( tent finners) orderly and humbly to bear ih^if 
| t tftimony in the Congregation againft that 

fin,andihofe fin/icrs •, and fo wa'r paciently 
until either they do repent , or elfc t i l l Chrift 

.( rcmovcthcC ardleftickoucof its place ̂  and 
, Chrift (liall take away their Church-
y . and fo depart from that Church , then 
V ^^^^i^y particular Member ought to depart and 
,jif forfakc CfiatCongregation , and any Member 

Id', "^^y, (yea and ought in obediep.ce to G o d ; 
'Jj follow C hrift, forlaiiing that Congregation as 
>j . a falfe Church, now apuftaccd and fallen i'rora 
Ĵ,li Chri l l , and having provoked the |<ord by their 

"(ill! «nipenitency and oWlinscy to depart fiora 
' 4(ii them. 

Bt!t 



But that any partkxilar Memter may order
ly fvca ought) wi;hdniw and feparaie from a 
true Ch.i.ch ^ihrift, right HI rhc Forms and 
Ordinances of God„tor finand defilement, I 
do nor grant, and fl^all examine how you 
prove it. , J o ' • 

Youpropofe/'.*!"'^ thofe four-fold Scn-
torc-grouiids prefling the duty, 

t . The Scripturespojitivjj, or by nece^Ary 
confeqHsncc commaKding it. 

•2. TheWorthy ExamplespraSlifingit. 
3. The thrcottned fudgements far negleti 

ef it. : • . 
4 . The empaling Promifes^enqouragtngit. 
I . The Script nres fo commanding the Dpt-

fy.arc, •> ^. 
• 2Cor.6.i7. [acknowledge, that Separatt-
en is pofitiveiy commanded in this Scripture, 
TBeyefcparate'} but that command was not 
given unto any particular Member co leparate 
f rom the Church • for the Apoffle writing to 
the whole Church (as tlwTemple of God. 
16, colleftively)exhorted them tobclepara-
ted from ¥aqan-Idolaters, and gives therti D i 
vine Auth on v for their fo being and abiding, 
(vcr. 17. rtWiS*") which is the i . tAor. Im-
jierpajf'of dpop(<if^cu fcpuror ) be ye feparatedr, 
andthclikeJ»>/'^r<««s« was.prophetically de
clared//'^. 52. t which is more clearly c%-
plaiaed5<c"v.iS 4- V7sr, a fcpiration from 

Babylon, 



( 7 ) 
^fjefS^^j/oM, not from a true Church of Chnft , 
^^jwliich is the thing that this Scripaue is 
^jfjbrought to prove. 
^ I 2 Tim. 3- 5 ; I Tim. 6'. 5 . and I Tim. "y* 
J Timothy was a Minifter of Chtift , expref-
' ly deputed by the (asOverfeer of the 

j^fi. Church at Efhefm \ Tim. I . 3,4: ) to diftate 
and direft in matters appertaining to Dodrine 
and Difcipline, as appears iTtm. 3 '4> ' 5 -

f I Tim. 4 . 6 , 7 , 11, and 1 Tm- 5.19. ao. 1 pre-
ftime therefore, yoo wi l l not affirm, that the 

•J Scriptures by you here mentioned,do pofitive-
> 'y command a particular member ( namely a-^ 
J' Sifter) to feparate or withdraw her felf 
jjf f rom a true Church of Chril: ; and how you 

can produce a nccQffuxy con/e^Pience from any 
one o f , or all thofe places in T«»-;cf/y whick 

,̂t, you have cited to prove it is aduty command-
cd, I know nor, norcan I imagine. , ' 

y ' Nor was Timothy commanded to withdraw^ 
[11 and feparate himfelf from any true C-tiurch of 

j-f Chrift, but to rejeft rhem, who having a form 
^jr of godlmcfs, were fuch nororious finncrs âs 
pr arc'dcfcribfd, 3 Tim. 3. >, 2 ^ .4,5- ^'^^ 
1,̂ ,; rnand vcr.5. is, w W r B f &B7f«'3-K J and rcjeo: 
1/ thou them, (not turn away from them, bntrd-

thertmn them away ) that'is to fay, caft them 
j{' our of the church , or cxtomnumicace thenn 

and fo for that other Text, -viz.. 1 Tn» 6.4,S -
d The Evanrelifi was commanded to withdraw; 



from fuch perfors as were men of corn; 
niind* s'jd defhtute of the truth, e^r. 
iufv dmrSr Toi ouTivr'^rvit hJr/tw from fuch. Ai,(j J 
what is this to prove, that any particular,'! 
Memhrr may withdraw and 'feparate hinsftlr îK 
or hcffelf from a true Church , which is thc^^i 
matter to be proved by you. 

As for Timothy being charged or commar^ 
, ded not to be partaker of other mens fins J, ( 

I Tim. 5 22. it hath its peculiar application 
to the words immediately going bcfore,to wit , 
Lay hands fuddenij of no man. And admit i ; 
hath not reference to thofe words, how doth 
it prove the poiat in hand Will y-u argue ,'^i 
thus: Timothy ( a Minifter of Chril t , an E- i'^^ 
vangelift,andoverfeer of the Church of E- h 
pheftts) wa? commaniicd not to be partaker of fi 
other mens fins: Ergo. Any pardcular Mem. i 
ber may withdraw and fepariite from a true y 
Church of Chrifi, &e. Is this 4 neceffarj con -
ftquence? judge your fcives. • / 

2 r^f/.S.e.ThisScripcute hath in it3 com- !" 
mand unto the Church in rAfj!/î /<»«2V<« (even 
to the whole colledively and jo^ ncly)to whh-
draw from every brother that walkeddifor- , 
derly. Bat here is no command given toany 
Brother or Sifter co withdraw and feparace ' 
himfelf or her felf from chc whole Church, 
which is che maccct ftill co be proved, ' 



Zph. 5, 7 , 1 1 . I n this EpiftJe the Apoftl^f 
pfruf exhorted the Church of Saimsin Ephefw, Noc 
^i? to walk.as other Gentiles wdjked, chap, 4 . ver, 
Afii 17. 18, 19. whofeiins he d e c l a r e d , J . 

ver. 3. 4, f . ftiewing the danger thereof, ver. 
^0 6. and • ver. 7. faith, CA*«OW1 CVWM«T̂  
Is ?(?''<«w7-&;c ^ he not je therefore partakers of thofe 

things, or, /-f wor therefore partakers vith 
^ j i i ' t/jo/f Gentiles. And the i i . ver. isvery <dĉ  
/]fi!( quateto borh rhcfc verfions, and wil fidyqua-

jjipii drate with £heai bothj-z'/c. Virft, with the 
i^rif) things, And have no fellowfkip with the tirt-
ĵt fruitfiilworks vf darken fs.Secoadiy,w'izhthor<i 

Jot'' PCi*fons,n,tmelv,theGentiles afore-tnentioned^ 
^^Hl but reprove them rather , ver. i I . Howevc* 
J , h e r e is no command given to any particular 

member to withdraw and feparate from the 
,fof Church o f Ephefus, which is the matter to be 
£(0' proved. 
0£ Rtm. 16. 17. The Apoftle exhorted the 

.Brethren at Home, that is t o f i y , the Church, 
:the which is meant by that denotation, (as 

2 1 , 2,3. norAnciooh) to mark.therrf 
which caufed diviftons and tftnces contrary t) 

-li' the Do5lrine of Chrift, and to avoid' them. B'-iC 
here is no command for any member to fcpa-

jiy rate from tlie Church. As for thofe Scricpures 
cited out of the old Teflament, f^^- i » - tbey 

f,̂  have noc any clear proof, nor can any neccfia-
17 confeqaencc be dcJuftcd from them to 

l i ptove 



prove voar opinion in this point; tor, ic i t ic J . 
Church of rhc Jews was a Nathml, not a I f 
Conregationd ChurcIi.And, a 1 hey werenot ^ .( 
c p i n d e d to feparate from that Church, un- -fy 
t i l lGodhadgivenberaB.il of Divorcement 1 
for her ldola:ry,&c 2. i 2. 1̂ ,(1,. 

Doih the Prophet command any 
particular Member to feparate from a true 
Church of Chrift in chofe places you have ci
ted, p. 11. to wit, fer.$0 8. & 5»^f • 45 • f c . 
^zUahl'^*'* true Church of Chrifi? . Arid 
isthecon^raand given by the Prophet unto 
the people of God, to come out o f , and flee V 
from iJ^/iy/««,apofi»ve command to any par- ; f 
titular Member to feparate from a true Church i 
o f C hrift ? Can you draw a ncceffary confe- J j 
qucnce from thole Scriptures CO prove it a du. 
ty fo to feparate ? ^ 

Your fccond Scripture-ground for thts your 
opinion \?,7'he worthy ExamplespraBifing it-^ 
or (as you word i t , p. 1 o ) Examples ef parti
cular ferfons tiliuaUj [eparating, or fhemng a 
difpofition thereto. I t appears, you cannot find 
( lor you do not produce ) any one Example 
in the New-Teftamcnt, of any particular 
Member that did either feparate from a true 
Church ofChrif l , or {hewa dtjpojiticn thereto. 

And as to the Examples you have produced 
out of thc01d Teftament,pag. I I . 12. tbey 
are no proof for your Opinion in this point 
of Separation. f o r 

http://tillGodhadgivenberaB.il


J If For ( i . ^ thofe particular perforis were 
/ l o m e of them Prophets, 3s?eremUh, DavU^ 
trc'l "'ere Priefts and Governors , as E^ra, 
^j, f ^Vehemtah, and che Levites •, and others were 
/ c t i i e t Magi lka tcs .as^ . / fx , Samuel, Nehe-

»>iah,Davtd-.^ not any private Brethren and 
j j j ^ t e r * of a particular Church. 
i\c^', P""*^"'*"^ perfons«<?cre Members 
j f ' . 7 - ^^ttonal Cliurch of the Jeus under 
• t ^ l difpenfation of the Law, noc 
^^Members o f a particular CoHgrea4tior,*l 
/Church o f Chriftians, under the admfniftrati-^ 
<^0^,^i.'^*"=.Gofpel,whichisthcfubi*A of the 
^,|)(fVueft,onm hand. 
K a i J r ^^ ' ' ' ^ worthy pcrforts did not withdraw 
/andfep , f.^^^ Church of G o d , nor 
' from n ^ K ^ ^ ^ any difpofition thpreco, but 
,toPn u ™"'t ' tudes, aflembliesof wicked 

f E '^ ' ;^^ ' ! i* fo ' - fake thc Lord, his true Wor-
i;nhe\r -"̂  ^« ^ibominsWe Idolatry, after 
' KUres r i r ! J ' " ' ' ' " ' ' ° " ' ' ' ^""^^ °f ^ ĉ Scrip-
i z CI ^ ' ^ P^S- 11,12. do ceftifie, efpccially 

fcon of c " ' ^ Scriptarc-ground for your opi -
^ / f ^ . ; ? ' ^ ' ' ' ^ / ' * " ^ ' hk^'"^''^^ threat-

r -P- . ' ^ - tothispurpofe 
J r , - J ^̂ "̂  Scriptures, /r^^. i s, 13. 

iJhefe'men!-^' 5 '• ^''^ Judgements 
J "^^'"entioQed.are tUreatned againft thofe 

S z people 



. f find w h o S c < i to forfakc if4^7- Ifd/J 

16.26. ^ f ^ j - w * " ^ c a f e , 9 - ^ J, 

^ Your fourthScripcure-ground for ftP^rati-; 
nn fv omn true Chord, of Cbrift, is. The / 

There IS not «ny one Promile in all thofe | / 
<;criPture8 which yon have cited 13 J4 . ! y 

do b cncoura'ge fucb a feparat.on of » P»r., 
• S^l . rMcn.btrfromatrueChurch of Chnft., • 

S " n c o any particular Member to fepa^at| 



i * r ™ * Church of Chrift? 
f ^^"promifes / ' /< / . i5 . i , 2 ,3 ,4 ,5 . J ind9» /^ / . 
(}ii^4-,3.4,J- are moreapplicatory toanypasti-
j51 cular Members who abirfe in the houfe of God, 
i^i tntn to any Brother or Sifter that fliali with-

feparate from a true Church o f 
jfjA^tiriit, right in the Forms and Ordinances of 

[(God. 
T '^e/ ' rmt / f /Ezek.44.15 16. were made 

onto the / V « / , and JLcvitet who kcpc ^'le 
yo CMrgc of tfce Lord in his Sajiftuary. A n d h 

I ^^ '̂̂ ^Pf'Jrc-^ronnd for any particular 
A true Church of 

,(<J-hrtft? Nor doth that Promife hr. 15.19-
prove any thing to this purpofe. 

•*\ P''^'-*/''^ Bleffings t» Levi ^ DCUC. 3?. 
' ifor Numb. 25.1 i , i2.werc 

'•'ir^^^^r'^'^'^'"? Judgement impareiaily upon 
1,0 omeof the rebellious//r-r/^^/for their Ido-^ 

y^ '" joyning thcrafelves to Baal-Peor, as 
J appears £^.-0^.3 i . 23,26,27,28,29.. & 

: ^ ' 3 , 4 , i i . i 2 , i 3 : ScPf4l,io6. 28 ,30. 
" in*" • encouragement n this to any 
^ [7'fi'^ular Member to feparate from a true 
,̂1'Church t>f Chria? ' 

.^^"^.''^^"nfcyoufeem to lay much weight 
I ' 7 " \^efepromifed blefilngs to Levi, I ai!l 

the liberty to nicw you h»w wcftk you 
ionr^ ^ ^ " i " opinion and pradife of S;p»rj t i-
ifj " irom thence, by propofing the ^rgpi-
r , B 3 uitntatioif 



lit 
thereof, aher this manner. , 

The Tudges oi Ifrael were commanded to L 
3liv the Ifraelite. who had joyned thcmfelves I) 

Phi.e,u executed Judgement upon , 
an 7/r . . / / f ^and a ^ J M ^ ^ ^ ^ / J woman, ^ ̂  
iV«»?^.25.6,7,8,14- „ j - . ^ - i M ' 

God ptom.fcd fini^u!ar Bleflings to i . ^ , 
for o b f j v . n g h.s a'ord, and keeping h.s Cove-; f 
nant, andfor executing Judgement impartial. ] , 
iy upon his Brethren , and his own children, ^ i 

Therefo;e thcfe ^""'^ZT: V 
jnents and a Scripture-ground for any particu- / , 
h r Brother or^Sifter to feparate torn a true i) 
iChurchof Cbtift.C^T. mh thts folhr. from 

' ^ T h r i a l f Scripture you cite for the prooS of / I 
your Opinion and Praftifeof Separation is, 
k / l l . i a . JudahruUth rfithGod, andwa, 
faithful with the Saints. 
^ Wh^tencouraging Prom.fe is therein this 
Scripture, unto the duty of Separation, which 
vou pretend to prove f Yea , what argument 
orncccfraryconfequencecnnyou make from 
thefe words, to prove. That any particular 
Member may orderly withdraw and leparatc 
iroma true Church of Chrift , right in the 
Forms and Ordinances of God . for fin and 
defilement obftinately held faft by d^mfwhuh 
is the point in hand. 



ui prf£. propound an objcftion, and 
I j j fg ive three Anfwcrs unto ir. 
0 J^ojourfirft Anfwer,-p. 14./. 8,9, i o. I have 
1 ^̂ ^̂ ""̂  fticwcd, i .Thatthofc fingle Perfons that 
0' "̂"e commanded to feparate, are not anv P"-

vateorparticular Brother or Sifter, but fome 

- . 1 hat they were not commanded to feparatc 
'A iZ r"" ''•"'^Church of Chrift, but from Baby-
/ 'dolacers, and from the AfTembiies 
^^'VenaT,. ^''r^"'* ""Bodlymen. 3.Thofe they 

, a n / ^ not rieht in the Forms 
fair. God. but fuch as hadfor-

<i wa^r T^'!^^'^^*y«f the Lord, and fallen a-jriii way to Idolatry. 

w h ? e l ^ ' / ' ' ' ' " ' * ^ " f " ' ^ ^ • ^ ^ 4 . ^ . n , t o i 6 . 

' • i t ^ ' V : '^""-^ mtmb/rofthem. 
' b e r i ! ' ""^'^hough I confefs.That every mem-

thech^ u^^'^^ "'' '^^ the Spirit faith anta 
Hi maruic I • ; deny, that all the com-

i 1 ^ "•'=8'^'^" Church OfChrift 
" bv i r '"^^^"^-aively , are to be pradifed 

I M^kht "^J" ' Scriptures 
5 7,^^2.'? have cited, p . , 5. , 1 ^ . ^ . 5 . 4 , 

W When f h . C<,r/«f^ ( coMHvely ) 
i o f o « r i 'yrrS^' '^"*^^ togerher in the Name 

With th^p *̂  J'^^^ Chrift ( tiuthoritativdy ) 
^^"^^^ Of the L i r d Jefus Chrift , was 

B 4 com--



(16) 
commanded to deliver the inccfluous perfon 
unco Satan, 7/. 4. 5- and to put away from a, 
mongftthcm that wicked perfon, t / . i 3. And 
although every Member of that Church was' 
to hear what was fpoiven to the Church,yet no 
particular Bfother or Sifter was commanded 
CO do tbisi neither might any psrtwrular Mem
ber of that Church, by virtue of the command 
s:;ivcn to the whole, take upon Lim or her the 
Power and Authority to Excommunicate and 
putaway that wicked pcrfon. And the fame 
inay be ftid concerning the EleiSion a« d Ordi
nation of Minifters, and other Miniflerial afti-
OTif, which cught not to be perforraedby par
ticular MeKibers. 

To your third Anfwer,;;. 14,15. where you 
, fay, T/iere will appnir the fame ( if not grea. 
ter)reafcn of the Sefartttten of One fr'm manj^ 
M «f manyfrf>m One, if the Ends thereof he 

.sonftdered-^ whertof you mention eleven, p. 
J4.I5-

T reply, ifl^ In general. . 
What wi l l y o u r w i s t Rcafoning figmhc, 

when your Scripture-grounds propoled , do 
fail of full proof {nfon examination) as I have 
made plainly to appear ? Seeing then the holy 
Scripture of Truth doth not warrant your O-
pimon and Pradifc of Separation, your Rca-
fon (being infirm) c&^tiOt juftifie tbel«mc. 

2dljf, 



,f(t V ' particular. 
jlj ' J^'^^^^^^s (whichyoupropound) of fcpa-

ration in general, may be obtained without 
^1 Ĵ "* unkwCul reparation of one pirricular 

brother or filter from a true church of Chrift, 
GT-C. which you fo plead for and caRnot 
prove. . 

hcd'^'^' ^' o f Cod may be fanAi^ 

2- Holinefs may beenccuraged and pro
moted. / ^ ° 

ved' ^"''^^'"^^''tnay be reproved and rcmo-

tained^^'^^ Blcfling and Prefence roaybcrei-

red^" '^" '^ raaybe recovered and reflo-

6. Tbccicanwwymay be kept undefiled. 
riued t^ '̂n^munion may beconti-

8 Both the Chtircli and Merrbers may be 
pi cierved fronf, wrath and judgcmert. 

9. 1 hey rT<3y tcftific true love to each other, 
l o I he Woi ld may be kept from iuftcauie 

n"n.bl,r,g. 
A ll X. "^^y hear and fear, c^c. 

chn J t "^*y obtaired by tttc 
V «n K 7 '"« ' '^« ')y admortfhing ,, and rcpre. 
W a l K d i f o i X f " " ' ' ' ^ brcthienor fillers who 

2. By 



( . 8 ) 
2. By the Church her orderly withdraw-

infi from impenitent perfons, 
% By the Churches orderly excommunica

ting and putting away obftinate and impeni
tent finners. n • J r 

BTore I pafs this, 1 muft remind you of 
vour former error now again repeated, of 
beccing the Qiieftionj for I canriot grant that 
anv of the faid Churches arc guilty of the fins 
you charge them with; yet i f they were , the 
ApofUe hath taught us. That an evd aftion is 
not to be done, that good Ends may be obtai
ned in thatkhown place, Rom.s.S.Sj»/jpun-
iftimenc from the Lord for hisrafh offering fa-
crifice, I SamAS. isa fufficiencinftanccinthe 

But you fay, p. i$. 1.2$,26. All vohiek 
holding good in the cafe of One, wiR much 
fnore held good in many. 

I take your meaning to be this, f i ^ , . If aU 
thofe Ends held good in the cafe of a true 
Church her feparating from any one particular 
punier, they will much more hold good in the 
cafe of any one particular member's feparating 
from a true Church. And if this be n<jc your 
mesning.Iknow not what you mean Unto 
which I make this Reply, f»V 

Mep.i. AH thofe Ends will hold good in a 
n oe Church, her orderly dealing with, admo-
niihireot; withdrawing f r o m , yea,andcaft-

. *• ins 



(19) 
•ngoutany One particular Member for fia 
obftinately held fail.d-cbecaufe a true church 

|, ^ ' f Chrift hath Authority and Power from 
Chnf t , at)d are exprefly and pofitively com
manded fo to deal w i th , admonifh, withdraw 

^ from, and to put away fuch impenitent and 
obftinate Members. 
. Rep.i. None o f all thok ends wll holdgood 

L particular brother or fifter.his or her with-
(V fcparating from a true Church of 

C l i r i f t f o r f i n and defilement obftinately held 
J^ftby them, f i f my true Church of Chnft 

# *̂  could yet remain his true 
ft' vT ''/^h ) hecaufe a particular, private perfon, 

brother or Sifter, hath no Authority or pow
er from Chrift, nor is he or (he commanded by 

I Chrift to withdraw and feparate from a true 
t,imrch OfChrift. 

In the end of pag. 15. and the beginning of 
I pag. 16. you propound another obJcAion, 

Which you branch into four parts, a nd give fe-
veral Anfwers theret©; from pag. 16. to 39. 

'J wherein, ^ 
[1 ^'irft yon confcfs two forts of evils were 
tJ ^ f g ^ d upon thofe Churches in Jfia, which 
' CDrift reproved, vi^.. Herefie, or falft Tko^ 

^^f*>'f^Apo[iacjoripirit0aldcclenftori,^igA^, 
'^^fo^r/aJlli,ses/Lt • 
ThT*^^^ you fay, pag. 17: line 8. 9. iP-

hat th e Evils charged ufon thtm were not a-



(20)-
« j manipil breach of Morals, or pstbhks 
ijitwn ittiejftity. u a. i 

Ret. Was not the falling from her hm love, 
a minitcft Kreschoi" that Moral Law of God. 
Pf«f. 6. 5.*nd Dent. x\. i , 13, 2^.and alfo 
a br.ach of'that Royal Law o'iChn^kyMatth. 
21.36. to 40. ver. I Pet. I. 12. And her neg-
led of d oing her firft works wasa trsnfgrefllon 
of the Ltwes of Chrift, written fam. t. 2 2, 2 3. Il'̂  
25. Tits 8. Phll.zj. Alfocheluks-wa'-m- . 
nefsandthcvainboaftinf^MfcheChurcriof the : I 
Laodicea^is was tranfqreffiou agatnit the Law 'Ji 
ofourLord JefusChrill, zCer. 10.1$. J am. 
4. 16 C*/. 2. iS.andatnamfeftbreachofthe 
LawofGod,"Of*MO. 12,13. So were thofe 
d c J which they were to repent of, /?/• v 2.2 r , 
2 a Nor we e the evils charged upon the 
Churches of Tkjatira fccret,forChrift blamed 
that Church and her Angel for fuffcring them 
that did teach and feducc his fervants ( by 
their fiiife doftrinc ; to commit fornication 
and to eat meat facrificcd to Idols, Rev. 
z. 20. &r . 

To the fecond p.irt o f theobjeflion, p^^. 
19. line 6. &C. But Chrifi owns them at Chur-
shts., for ( or iictvpitloflanding ) alt their de-
fitments^ having not remove dkis Candleftiel^ 
from t htm. 

This pare of the objedion you do very 
plainly and filUy confcfs,;*!^. 20. the two laft 



y\t\es,jiour words are thcfe, vjz. 
r It is true, Chriji owJts tkm at Chmches jia-

.f^'^m but nevflj difcuvercd th«'r fiu , X'VtV'̂ ^ 

^.l*Y^arc»,toremove thgir Ca»alrftick,aii4 ««-
IJ, churchthfm, and that quickly toojicv. ^ ^^ 

^ r"y Brethren 1 had you dc.ilt tbas ingent-
(isouny 111 along in your Book, the point had 
111' been out of Q^efiion. 

And were yoa yet fo ingenious after rhis 
•{ " '^'^"^'''^K'n tf^c truth, as to follow 

example herein, and to wait patiently 
J' t i l l Chrift remove the Candleftitk and urchurcb 
l\i of his churches, before you either fcp irate 
J y^'^^ felvcs. or thus groundlcfly 

^"courage Others to withdraw and feparate 
r from them. Our controverfy wwild fo'.nbe at 
| t | aiieiid.and your contention would cearc. Bu: 
f i you are ('that I f i y no more) very difingeni-
If f "/r"" ^^^^^ matter, for you have not only con-
,5 the tn | th,p4^. ao. anf. 2. thecwo laft 

II ̂  Jincs,and the three firf t lines oi the 21 pigc^buc 
^ f r L -^^ ^^^^ acknowledged thatthe-prafli/e 
"tChrifi herein « for cur example in likeca-

5 {5^;. pag. iS. the four b f t lines, and the four 
* nnt lines of the 19. page-, your words are,rAi: 
U '!'jf"'ll''<>fChriJts dealing with them (to wit, 
' (Churches in A f i a ) he i . difcovers and re-
f f i ^/"^"•^•^^'^^'^ to repentancejor which he gives 
[ j ' ^hreatneth , if they repent not, ta 

Wltfl-



y,ithdraw, 'fiparate from . and fight againfi 
7hem with the fword of hu mouth , and 
hispr.aife yrei». k for our 
/ / i / . ^ / . ^ f ^ r . And nocwi'hitindingboth thefe 
confellions, you perfil^ through your whole 
Book to maintain your opinion and iintu , 
pradife of f.p.ration from true Churches o{ 
Chrif} before he have removed their Candle- f ^ 
ftickand unchurched them.Yea, and not only | Ui 
fo, but you do endeavour to caufedivifions, 
and CO make fchifms in the Churches of Chnft, U 
by encouraging the particular members there- / 
o f to withdraw and fcptirace from them, Afler- ,̂  
t ins, that any particular member may, (yea " 
mdthat it u their duty fo to withdraw and 
feparate from a-true Church of Chrilt for 

f in, &c. V T/<: 
But you fay,pag. 20. line 23- 2.4, aS'^o-

That it » the freqsentand familiar praEtife 
of the Baptized Churches to receive members d 
km the Independent Congregation^ fepara- i 
ting themfelves for defilement in worfhip. ^ J 

The Bapdzed Churches have received fome, 
who were rocmbcis of the Independent congrc-
jjations.but not upon this principle or opinion 
Offepararionfrom a true Church of Chnit for 
fin and defilement. But 

I Some ofthofe Members have been con
vinced that they ought to. be baptized, and 
being they could not vnjoy, or bemadeparta-



J Ordinance of God according to the 
of Chrift in that congrcgatiuiuvhet-

\J r i , niembers,they defired leave of the 
l\i on u ^"^y" with fome other Congregati-
" i T'^^^^'t ^^^^ ""'she be bap:.zed,and fode-
, i fom 1 ^- '^^"'•^nt.have been received into 
Iff'^lome Baptized church. 
^ " t h i ' ^ h"" T ^^"^ baptized churches do fuppofe, 
J' riohri Inaepcndenc congre<'ations arc noc 

5 of i n ^ '^"¥'"^-^*^' therefore think or are 
5 r h ? K " ' ' ' " ^hatthey are not true churches of 
t i churVV'i^'*'**'"S to the Gofpel. And thofe 
S of r f ' " ' " < ^ ' ^ ^ « l feveralof the members 
f / t h n f ! ^ l I^aepcndent congregations • though 
> ci K 'P^^ ' ^^ l a rpc r fons have not fo judged of 

as w a r S e f t i d ' •̂"""^ ' ' ' ^ ' " ' ^ 
i^' A^r^^^ private opinion is of the Indcpen-

kn .'^^^"^'"^SVions, not only fomc of them' 
W S T ' " " " " " ^ o f the baptized Churches do
l l ' S ^ c r r : ^''"^ 

receiving any of the members 
/ Anr"."8'"^Sations.' ' 

nV ^ofA f f That the writings and praatfe 
U W^u^"/"*"' ""'^ witnejfet, the 

™ e n f « , W i c k l i f f i a n s , Lutherans c^ Calvin-
- t^y u ' " " 7''""^^^^ Browniftsjndependents, 

V tiZ /^ /-fr / / , w^e i r f w both inwri-
ft'' / / f f f S pf-<*£Hfe maintained fach fepara-



R,. W i l l your faying ( f^J^^ ) a feparati. 
on f L your credit, and make them the Pa-
trom o^your rigid and irregMr feptrat.on. 
X h t s apthing fuch ? I prcfume y ou c.nno 
fli.w^aflV of their wncrr,«s,where they juft,-

• fiea,fl. aVeparation av you p^^eadtor, and 
p ^ S And i<-vou coaliPt.ducefomepaf-
far . in any of their wndng* in favour of your 
Oilvion, yet the co.fcnt of many .n any op,, 
donin ' lel .gu.n wanting proof of Scr.pture 
do honly render it to be a greater crror.and 
the more dangerous to be received. _ 

A r d for thofe Godly Menof bkffed memo-
rv r namely, Mr. Bnrrowes, Mr. Cotton,^ and 
M \cffe ) a's well known they were neither 
of vour opinion nor pradife touching fepara^ 
t i o n : nor do any of thofe places that you 
dte out of their Books, zo.ceftific, that 
c'ley were for fuch a fep-aradon,to wit . That a. 
particular member maj feparate from a Church 
ripht ir> the forms and ordinances ofGod,for ftn 
^e.fo lon^asChrifi owns (hem for hu Church, 
And hath not removed the Candlefitck, »orn>f 
churchedthcm. 

To the third partof tbeobjeaion.p^f. 2 u 
/ , : „ , 4 ,5 ,6 : ^ - , ' . . Bat i t is f ^ d in the third 

J That here were thofc that kept clean not-
iithftanding in fh.'fe defiled Church's. 

Ar.d in your Anfwcr U pag. 2T. lin 7. &c . 
• vou i j y , Suppofe then were fuch good men that 

file:///cffe


,fjd' k.'l>f eiesn in thoft dtfilcd Churches, SiC, And 
.pj myoiirfccond Anfvver ;» .2 i .A i6,&c. • ou 
fifl̂ ' ̂ ^y^.Ln it tlfe be minded what before wot hiti-
^̂Ol ted, That Chrijl had but juft ai fcovered th'ir. 
•dY'J"> ^ ' -^ '"^ them admonition, and wait in? far 

' « U « f r . In r^hichpace it mi^ht not be im-
pjt proper to own them as Churches ', &c. And in 
A your 3^ A„f^ p , 2 . 1.6, S-c. you fav, U it 

\fJ'""'l^b.fnpporcdhere w^refuch moral d.file-
. rnents a, fugg,ft,d,yet would there h no nccef-
M 7 to conclude. That they were in fullC'mmU' 

' "^'J^Mh a defiled ConrretatiOH. without 
t'^KH r^T"*'^ fhtirfin.forit might 

f^ppofed (fa V vou ; r4 . , . the clean Members 
\,l^il'^^^'»'*nijrficdf,m. that mtght prefervC 
, j f ' V l 7 7 ' " ' " ^ • ^^ich mufi he fome witnefis a^ 
f s V y,fT'^"'^^*'Z roith the ftn according to 
¥i thtj might d> hj exhorting, warn-
0^{f'^''','V'"^"S- *»ourning over them , ^waiting 
/''^^'^r repentance. ^ 
' / fapr"*^ ' '•rechrcn, yon fecm to be ingenious-
i_^^'n,and rhat which you fuppofe, is raoft 

' I ^ Z T ^ ' , : he T, u;h, ro u k , i .Thar thofe in 
h» .^r \^^'^ n>t defiled their Garments, 

^'Ifinm did not fepiratc chcm fel/es 
'^'^Chvirch. 2. Th!jtthey were watch-

'"^'b'^ltn^ '^^ 'heir Parky, by witneffing 
init Im, according to Rule. And 3- t hat 

( Chrirtdid) for their 
a '̂ Pcncancc. And'.f you wouldairs be fo iogc-
W <: • niou'«' 



( 2 6 ; 
niotas »s to acknowledge, Thaj thofc few 
Names in London who have not defiled theit 
Garments, ( i f you think there be any fuch j 
might likewife prefervttheir Purity and keep J 
themfclvcsclean from defilement, b y w i t n e f , , / 
fing againft fin according to Rule, and by [ J 
waiting fo r their Brethren and the Churches i / ,, 

' Repenfance, ( according to Chr.fts Example.) ;i , 
and yet (as you fay) own them for true Chur,! A 
chcs until Chr.a remove their Candleftick and ; iL 
not feparate from them until our Lord Jefa, \ Jj, 
have nnchurcbcd them for their impcmtcncy, ^ 
and obftinatcly holding faft their fin.notwith^ 
ftanding Chrifts Admonitions and Reproofs; 
then f l fay ag«in) o""" coRtroverfic Would be 
at an end , and your contention would ceafe. 
Butyou labour IHII for feparation, and would 
have that granted which you cannot prove-, 
and therefore query (in the next words p. 22. 

• /. 22,2 3 ,&c.) Might they not proeeedyet in a 
* further degree, viz. Separating from them,and 
' -waiting apart, even i» Sardis,»« the fame City 

for thetr Repentance , and beytt reckoned of 
thtm. . . " 

Rep. Oh how you love Separation, and | | y 
lem CO your own opinion ! And, how fain /J 
would you Uy, I he Qneftion , though under a • 
plaincontradiftion? Confiderwh^it you fay, 
CoHldthofefewNamos in S r̂dis befeparated 
iromihi Ch'r.rch , and yet be reckoned of th( 

' ' Church 

J 
A 

H 



^'tarlUX"''' ^''^•^^y'"g y'U'- fclvc? with this cop.** 
^ C o t ? " * " ' y**" q " " y again ( inyour next 

^ A^,:,. p < s > ^ f t u t j A m e L t t j a r t r dtUteisti. 
^' t t J^i • ^""'"'^ ^'•^"-•^^ C-&*r.4... Jereof 

^^yonion ^ ^"^"''^ "f^''' Church of God in 

^ ' ' t f ? * A ^ ' " * ^ ^ " ' ' Qscry you feeroto af-
' ' 'vo iV according co truth and 
f j o u r experience, t/Zt. ^ 
'-' ' ' 'onr'.^^" ^^"^ ^""^ rnorc Churches than 

and as there i n n Z W . « . 
.had'nJ^^''c,'^?^^ Names in SardU who 

^'"'"'^'^^'^Garments, werea fepara-
^"'Citv a particular Society in ihac 
I'vConnJl ^^' 'P'^' '^"^^'^'^«<^'«". ^ h i l f t other 
f3 ongrcgationsin the fame City were defiled, 
' ' ' rccknr.iS*^^'" "ocwithflandinc they were 
/'^J^oncd o f them. & were all but one Church^ 

C a o f 



o f G o d , « U m a y b l a ! i ' o f t h c Church Of 

God in London^ ^^^jr 
This fupi^^tj^o^^^^^ separation, lor 

your OP ' " ' « " fomc feparate A 

be accounted but 0 « / c h u r c h ? W i 

coumedaCburcVasw 
rate, then what m « n . ^ei P A 
^hat warrant from Chnlt^^^ Chur. / / 
peace of Confn^nce « n 1 ^ P^̂ ^̂ ^̂  ^^^^ f 
cheshavcinftand»"g at .̂̂ ^ < 
^ ' ' ^ ' " a l S ^ w i t t m . IS i t ^cordmg A putedoncclmrcn w ^̂ ^̂  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ j ^ . 

l l r . That there arefeveral church-
eu'd.y . -That thofe feveral chur 



f 2 9 ) 
i ^"^erftoodf Mjoufay) according to truth. 

and our known expericnce,of thofe few names 
f I " Sardi6f And i f ,r were fo fh truth , wil l i t 
jof, "cnce toUow . That any particnlar member 

>' ^*yfff*ratefrom a trne Chnreh of Chrift for 
.), J"','S'C' ? which is the matcerin hand.and ihc 
(!,(! P^"nttt'»l to be proved. 
(̂() Tothe4 , ( ,par tof the Objcdion,/>.2 3. A 

» .iO. Chrifi neither reproves for being 
j(, . ner commands tofeparate from them, 

'(f in ^hich you give ineffed this anfwer, 
ĵ o* the 19, & 20/ines of the 25. , That 
f[<l' "ds having been plainly ^iven in other 
,U f aces, ypt may net expeO: that rkrifi fhonld novf 

repeat thfm. ^ 
^ P' You have not quoted one place of 

jinl '^'•'p.urc where Chrift doth plainly command 
Member to feparate from a true 

i''7o ' h ' "''^'''^ ^ ^ " ^ them , and waits 
Kth r , ^^^Pentance, which Was the cafe of 
^^noie churches in y^jiazit that time^ and for a-
^jjoy thing you have fi .d.orcan fay to the con-

J^'this part of the Ob)e<?t:on Hands firm, 
, > ' , ' * true. t/,-^,. T h n n o t w i hftanding there 
t C n ^ 7 " ^ ' d -fflingftns bo h in dodnne and 
clVi-^"J^tfation amo,,« f, mr o f tho{echu! ches 

/ " ^fia, and alfo, that fome fuffc ed chofe (ins 
lltr n'"T)'r"*'"**"Sft them- for winch fins our 
[J- rd jefus reproved rbofc*'i.uthrs, and rheir 

^j^i«nilters, yea, and threatntd uhero, i f they <M 
Ĵ' C 3 add 



.^..nitcncv to their fins-, y « Chnftowns 

them for ^ ^ ^ ^ " 7Particular ^ 
prove or b ^ ^ ' ^ ^ f j . P X m : nor doth he cotn. , ,ng commumon w th tl^e ^ ^^^^ 

ma.idany f ' f hnft he is waiting for 

f l , i n ? ; i r / , ; i . ^ ' ' " 8 f o r 

• iner^ rciw nrooofe paS- 23- "tidthe 

' " T O the forrtter part of this objeaion.you fay 
line I , 2- True it u,tn manythtn^s 

I f i e t i k S-c. and par. ' i - ' 9. 
Hind are men cfHkep^JP^"^' "'' '^ ' ^"^ 

^ t r i ^ r ; : ^ : : : ' t u n d acknowledging 
^ ; , . e s ^ ^ e n ( ^ ^ ; ; n ^ p ; S ; ; : . ^ ^ 

rher nicn and i Biany I'j" h i \ \ 
T uld heartily rejovce to fee you cordial and 

i w n J c h m g and iadg-ng your ow, 
/ Kv the word ot God, duly 

S d more p,rc;cul.rly » i m , r „ B g th.r tky^h. 



11 c J °f feparation^whcrein you run on fo con 
o^J'^hdently.ButlfearyourrswWj^ow is but matter 

' h) h the mart Ifecioftjly to uflicrinyouc 
"^^vyand Uncharicablcrro/^j to »or/Ocharge 

• f ] and accHfation of your brethren. 
• I t '" ' /" '"• 'W'y,p.a4-1.5 6 ,7 . The Scrip-
4\ "^'^ P'*t * difference betvcixt ftttni»g&finnixg, 
t̂l(l̂  '^•rthj OMr cenfideration thraugh every part of 

itt^'^fMica, and^^g. 25. line 12. «3. 
J cAHfes in chief for feparatio»from any that 
^l^'^re right i„ the forms and ordinances of God, 

.;(Jr'^"ominatcand innumcrate p. 25. and 26, 
tnofe heinous fini, viz. i . Hakitual hypicrifle 

fiy*'* yvant of Hpright»efs^jefled bj double 
,lllP*mdedn,fs~not rerardin? the word of God 
I ^l^'y ^f^'profeffed, nor the Yftrk/of God they 
SC^^li^aveformerly owned.t, Imbracinftheprefent 

l*7r, "* *^''**' '>Ppi>-f'*'>'ty.andmaking a league 
felloivPiip or confederacy with every finful 

'K'S"'*/- 3- J^(»yi»g, ye* fwtaring away the 
0?f^**djhip 9r Lordfhip of him that bought them, 
, ^^^"-"'"g lofl their hearts for truth. 4. Prefump-

,^tuous dcfpifcrs of the Law o'. Goi. $.Confer m-
'«>>*a»y ordinances of worfhip to the inVHtr 

5 """^*fmen, through divers lup, againpfer-
llff^mer prof,ffcd feparation therefrom. 6. Openly 
i\y»>tting, and fecretly fttpplaHting their fellow 
• V ^ ^ ^ ^ " ' ' ' ' ^f*** '^"t ivifh • them fo the fame 

r^" '^^efcarcthefins.whithfyou fayp'g-
•ClJ-S- line »2. I 3, 14.) y,„ defre carefully to ob' 
\s1j C 4 Jervi 



ftrve,df e4nfes in chief of yourfepar4ti0n,(^c. 
Kep. I acknowledge thefe are.very gnevou, 

and God-provoWng fms: And did I know a> 
ny congregation of profeff'Ts tobeguihy of 'Af! 
tbofe great iniquities, and the matter andi /V 
chargcof il-ofe firs made out by clear proof! A ) 
anddemor/flra ion, (as you advife before f^; A I 
paration. pag. 8. Conf. 4 . ; and after all means i i f 
ufed to lelp and heal, that congregation, / 
there fhould be yet an obftinate pcrfifting / / 
in thofe firs impenitertiy, and a dcferdmgi p^f 
bfthefame, fasyou feem to makethecafe^ , y 
«/_g-. 9. the five!a 11 lines.) I flioold conclude, & 
that Iharcongregation is not a true ( hurch of! ft/ 
C h i i i t . t f c ule ihq'd(. not hold the head, Co/j ^ 
3 .19. bu arc (ei fual not havi' gthe Spirit i 
walkin- arer their own lofts, fttde 16 .15 . . f i j^ 
Ardjudgi i tg that Chrift hath removed lU^l f J 
Cai'dleil:ck,and hath unchurched them, and! f j ' ' 
forfakcn them, I would alfo forlakethtm f y ) 
being a part oiMtfiicalBabjlon, S-8,9,, f J 
10.) and joyn my lelfto fcmetiue Church of fyii 
Chrift, who is not pointed wichihofe defiling " 
fins. 

Bur, my Bi ethren, give me leave ro tell you 
plainly, I do noc believe that anv one of the' 
baptized ( hurches in this City ̂  (whereof you ̂  
or any of you wert members, or with whouj 
you fo- mi;rly had, and held communion, and 
from whom you have wichdrawn and kpara, 

ted) 

A 



r ? 3 ) 
•fH,!^^^^ (Qr were then; guilty of tliofehai-
' '§ nous fins. And you cannot juflifie y<->urfcpa-
' pjii '•^f'on from the Churches whereof you were 

i|[f "''^'"^'crs, upon yrur own declared grounds, 
V »' ̂ "^^f*^ you can make clear proof, .-\nd full de-

, Rionftntion, that t l cf arc gnilty of thofe h-jj-
'Lrf' "'^^ * that after vou witn cfTed r.rderiy 
V ' wickcdneftes, and u(ed «11 means 
"LiC ^^^ ' Ip andhcarthem, yet chev ncrfilicd ohfti-
r0 p^^'^'V. and impenltenrly to h'̂ .'d (aft the fime 

Iff jii Iins.and did defend them, and fcran incogr«-a-
hc£'' ^'^^ ^^^'•^I'y ; confider ngain your own 

tP J ^ords,; ,4j . 9. ihefive iaft lints, and chcfeven 
nil 1,1 fi'ftlmcsuftht io .png.of your Book, 
'"d '̂ '^•'•thren, before 1 conclude this matter, 

iff *^.*""^t but earneftly increat vou to ex-
l ' ^ ^ ^"i|ne your own confc ie; ccs, whether vou <)o 

I '|bclieve, thatany of the f.id Churches are guil 
iV' ,1 ty ofthofe abominable finsmcnaonrd by V<>u-

(I ^ ' i d not lathtr f'-om many yeais cxperici^ce 
y*^e l^nown thtm adhering to , ai-.d tontend-

' cli' " i l ^ "̂ ''̂  ^^^^^^ a"d worfliip once delivered to 
I"'01 theSaintfi^ And arcat ih,?day hazarding their 
OC Al l in maintai ig nnd praaiiing tbeofdinanccs 

IIIII ^^^-J^' '̂ ^ V ccording to rhc pattern deliveredby 
tf'^'j! ChnlUndhi* Apoi les. As alfo,i hat there Î ach 

u^" ^"•^ " amonffl them a tender regard to 
rft f P wer ot Godhrefs.andthe holy walking 

>' j , ^ ^ ^ " members-, and that the only ground of 
'!>y '^'^^'ct'ittcrlnvcAivesagainfithem i f , and 
»*'̂ j(i hath 



( 3 4 ) 
hacb been, their not clofing w.th you m 
fo^e new notions relating t o f f v . l govern^ 
men' lately entertained, and unbrotherly, ye* 
unwarrantably maintained by you. 

S now having ferioufly ^on^f^^jr.^^ 
weiRhcd all that you have faid m defence of 
L l f r orinion and praftifeof feparrtion Ido 
rcftific acai! ft you in this matter, and affirm. 

« yon? f«pa. arion i . * fchifme, and I do alfa 
afTerr that vou who havewnttep this Book, 
andd^ iuf t i f i ' i t , have caufed divifionsand of
fences contrary to the doftrmc of Chnft; yea. 
and 1 do deny kny of thofe focict.es or congrc> 
rations which /ou,oranyofyoa have plant-

• ed, or gathered 'upon the feparation you^ead 
fo^andpradife, to be true churches of Cbrift 
in Gofpel order:And I do dedarc,that none of 
L f e baptized churches ( who formerly ,oy-

ned in pubbftfing their confefilon o fa i th) 
cunht to own your AflembI es as true 
churches of Chrift.norhaveGofpelcommunu 
n on with you or them , but thofe churches 

hereof you were members and from whotn 
any of you withdrew and feparated your 
S e s t h L diforderly and finfully, ftiould ra. 

er mourn over yon.and ufe the power that 
Chriirh.th givenfhem to help and heal you,& 
forefiore you again, confider zChron. 2810 . 
And no^]c p^rfofe to kr^f ^ndjr the chUrn 
.fUdahand J trufaUm for bondmen and bond> 
J ' women. 

http://focict.es


U 't^omn unto yoU:h\it are there not vfithjou^even 
^e^'*"hyoH, fm< againfithe Lord your Godi Nor 
^ y(can your written Agreement aiake^'our con-

Si^egations true Churches, which you fo ranch 
j,iil(and wub fo lircle ftrtjigth of Scrip:ure)plead 

.J (|for: pag. i6. Anf. 2.and pag. 27. ' 
' ] i I cannot bur wonder greatly , Brethren, 
l̂ j.;ili*o find you pleiiding for mutual wrictcnAgrec-
^jlfimcnts,asot fuch excellent ufe,and fo neceffary 
,pp||for communion in the Churcfies of Saincsun-
Jolderthe Gofpel, fuch agreements having been 
y()Oppofedhy the baptized Churches, bccaufe 

)gf{ ^^^^'^ is no Law, or command given by Chrift 
ijAt^rhis Apoi'Ues, for making or requiring any 
pl fuch agreement or covenant as the Shibholeth 
I,ri;f of church-communion; Nor prcfident orcx-

ample ot any fuch thing ( pradifed by any of 
. the Church <•/of Chrift, ) left upon record in 
jell] '̂ "^ "c*^ Teflament. But you offer one text out 
ĵ yl of the new Tellamcnt, and fay yonr written a-
> Rrccment is doabtlefs contained in that Scnp-
.̂ tjd ture, ( or at Icafl: a proof for i t , ) towit, i?^'f . 
[,01'' H - 3,4, the word?: are. And they fung a new 
^Q^fong before the Throne, and before the four 
j f j ' ^^^fi^,and the Elders: und no man could learn 

* hat fong, but the hundred and fourty and four 
fhauf^»d,which were redeemed from the earth* 

jO. Thtfe are th-y that arc KOt defiled with women, 
'l^f> for they are Virgins-, thefe are they which follow 
^J^he Lamb wbitherfoever'he geeth: Thefe were 
.fi redeemed 



0 6 ) 
reJemtd fromamtftfr men Jelfi£ the fifjl frniu f f f 
unto God, and to the Lanth. f n 

I hive read the text and weighed c '̂er̂  f f A 
branch thereof- and yet lean underftand no , i / / y 
t'ling in this Scr'pture to prove any written U f f y 
gr^emenr.mitchlcrs fuch an agreement a$you-,'/Lti''L( 
i . , f lnd which you plead for, here is neither ,*'/,, 
Name nrr Thing, 'W«?rr it any of the l e a J c r s / 
or s^oidcsoftheBiptizcd Churches,thatfhoui(j /*/^ 
dotutha thing, you would T I t ^ f t f o m e o f / i j / i 
you 1 fear wi'U A) with very great I ndignatiJ)j{A 
onfall it an Antichriftian ulurpation upon 
theconfciences oftncn. 

Bur a word or rwo to your Poftfcrtp, f^g^ 
28. Thit enieavonr (jott fay ) being from 
fnchathave den fly confidered tht feafon of it^ 
M veil asthefubjiHof it ,&e, 

Ref Alas, my bre hren, i s ^ h i s D W of 
^/(c-tfi;/trouble, afitfcafon to caufe divifionj 
an.ong the precious Saints of God,and to make 
ftparacions and fchifms in the churches of 
Chnft? 

You fay, pag. 28. line 13, «4, 15« '^^'*tycu 
have LngcorfliBedherewith in tears before the 
Throne; with Travel effenl alfo in confnltati. 
«n abcttt this cafe (iffifration) 0-c. 

Ktp. I htfcaregood words, but 1 do heartily 
vvifh you in the bowels of our Lord Jefuj 
Chrift, Bethren.to examine the root of your 
fehifm aiid/cparationj Whether i t be nor fp j . 



(3 7) 
^(£itual pride, envy, affedation and defirc o f 

7, ' '™'"" 'oniefpccia | |y in fome princirai iea-
}tQ' 5̂ party in chisfinful feparaiion, who 
n̂ che? P"̂ *̂ *= members ofthofe chur-
"Vnd rfvi many years havebeen known 
""'o " I"8" '^ed throughout thefe threeMati-
!̂ 'and f / k r »^ f^ith o ten publifhed 
j''and , „ »" the name, and by the confenc 
'"'Wh ch -'"^'^"^ of the faid churches. Unto 
''"hjtve f*^*'" '̂ faith the churches that you 
i»"'the f ''^^'^ ^"^"'> do now brand with 
P̂ 'rv f .m '^^'^1' '* ' hsinousfms, ( though ve-

Con 1 / < C for ought I know to the 
P W 7 ^'^^•'^^'^^'y adhere: A n d . f f o , i t is 
rPolIat.z'*d CWf^E^fi ) who have 

h ' V K ̂ "'^ y " ' *i '̂p^^«='i 
fo nuM-f , confcffed & profeflTctf 

i 'rne.nK ? ' " ' ^ ^ were ( i f iy ) pri^'a;e 
f'iatc v b"̂ "̂  fmceth- t of 
n^'tholeT*^^" "^"^^ feparatedyour felves from" 
5 'Drino.v.l?y*^''"' ^^'^ havetaken upon you to be 

h a v e T V ' f « ' ^ ' P ^ f > « f i n f u l fcparacion, V* "̂ 
ff''aWf» <^'^''io»s in other congrcfiationt" 
IVfenccs contentions, of-
'fi '̂Tioned' '^P^rations. which you have occa-

tics arh^*!!*''^'* gone ' two or three focie-
fti'undVfil !f churches, and count 
\t^yf»A ? *'!'"g'^fgations of fepurated Siinr-
WcLl^^ *rr become pubUke 

eachtrs- yea, and forac o f h a v e ufurpcd 
icJi the 



theMiniftry oiChift, and take opony-ou 
difpcncc all the hdy ordinances ofGod an̂  
excrcife dominion over your Brethren and Si> 
Aers as if vou hadcommiffion. authority anj 
power from Chrift. his Church and the hol^ 
Spirit of Gcdfct.do. But inftead ofrubbiflj 
this fore any longer, I fhall conclude ( as yo^ 
do ) Befecching you in the bowds ofbro, 
therly love, to read and confider thofe Scrip, 
tures 2 C W 2 8 . i o . £ p ^ . 4 i .» .3 ,4 S,<5, 
n » / . 2 . « , 2 , ? . C « / . 3 . i 2 , r 3 , i 4 . i 5 . / - ' » . 
3 . i , 2 . U , i 4 , ' 5 , i 6 , i 7 , i 8 .•er. 

The good Lord i» mercy and pitytoyout 
precious fouls, open thefe Scriptures unto you, 
and open your underftanding alio, aud curti 
you from the error of your way of feparation. 

F I N I S . 




