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T H E 

G E N E R A L E P I S T L E 

To all the Churches of Chrifl walling in the 

fame Faith and Order, 

Dearly •beloved i 

GRace , M e r c y a n d Peace be m u l c i p l i e d u p o n 
y o u f r o m G o d the Father , t h r o u g h J e f u s 
C h r i f t , b y the h o l y S p i r i t , t o the t r a n s f o r m ­

i n g a n d c h a n g i n g y o u i n t o the D i v i n e I m a g e a n d 
L i k e n e f s , i n o rde r t o the g l o r i f y i n g h i m here, a n d 
y o u r h a v i n g G l o r y w i t h h i m he rea f t e r . T o w h i c h 
ends, as G o d is p l e a f e d b y his w o n d e r - w o r k i n g P r o ­
v idences t o g i v e us the g rea te f t advantages , i t is o u r 
g r e a t e f t C o n c e r n , P r u d e n c e a n d I n t e r e f t t o u f e o u r 
u t m o f t D i l i g e n c e i n the d u e I m p r o v e m e n t o f t h e m • 
a n d r i o w t o p re f e r the g o o d o f Souls , a n d the G l o r y 
o f G o d , the f u r t h e r a n c e o f the G o f p e l as f u b f e r v i -
e n t t he re to , a b o v e o u r o w n p r i v a t e C o n c e r n s . I f w c 
w i l l b u i l d his H o u f e , he w i l l b u i l d ours . O t h a t t h e 
C o m p l a i n t o f o l d m a y n o t n o w b e f o u n d ) a m o n g f t 



^ The general Epiftle. 

us Jll feektheiromthingSynonethe things of Chrifl, hut 
ra ther f o l l o w t h e A p o a i c ^Paul's E x a m p l e , w h o f o u g h t 

n o t his o w n P r o f i t , b u t t h e P r o f i t o f m a n y , t h a t t h e y 

m i g h t b e f a v e d . A s i t is o u r P r i v i l e d g t o b e i n a C a ­

p a c i t y t o d o g o o d i n o u r G e n e r a t i o n ^ f o i t is o u r 

D u t y , a n d w i l l be o u r C r o w n a n d G l o r y t o l ay o u t 

o u r Selves a n d o u r T a l e n t s , n o t o n l y S p i r i t u a l , b u t 

a l f o T e m p o r a l , f p e e d i l y , w h i l e t h e P o w e r is i n o u r 

H a n d s , a n d f a i t h f u l l y , t o the u t m o f t w e c a n . To whom 
much is giyen, of them much it required, O tha t G o d 

w o u l d g i v e us g r e a t 5 o u l s d i f p o f e d t o great t h i n g s 

f o r h i m , a n d h e l p us t o d o i t h u m b l y , fincerely a n d 

c h e a r f u l l y , t h a t , l i k e VaVtd, w e m a y f e r v e b u r G e n e ­

r a t i o n b y t h e W i l l o f G o d b e f o r e w e f a l l a f l e e p . 

A m o n g f t a l l the r e f t o f his grea t A d s , his g rea t 

p r e p a r a t i o n f o r the H o u f e o f G o d ( a W o r k tha t was 

m u c h o n his H e a r t ) w a s n o t t h e l e a f t , at w h o f e ' de -

fire t h e P e o p l e was ftirred u p t o o f f e r w i l l i n g l y a n d 

a b u n d a n t l y , f o r w h i c h he b l e f f e d G o d , a n d l a i d , Of 
thine own haye we givm thee. B e l o v e d , w e b e g a n 

t h e l a f t Y e a r t o l a y a F o u n d a t i o n f o r c a r r y i n g o n o f 

T e m p l e - w o r k , a n d u p o n the v i e w o f w h a t is d o n e 

i n i t , as t hey o f o l d i n t h e r e b u i l d i n g o f the T e m p l e , 

w h e n the F o u n d a t i o n was l a i d , f o m e w e p t , b e c a u f e 

i t was n o greater • o thers r e j o y c e d tha t i t was b e g u n • 

f o m a y w e . I t is m a t t e r o f J o y t h a t a n y have h a d 

t he i r Hea r t s a n d H a n d s i n f o g o o d a W o r k , a n d the 

m o r e becau fe o f the grea t G o o d t ha t h a t h b e e n 

e f f e d e d 
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e f f e a e c l b y i t , c f p e c i a l l y i n E f f e x md S u f f i l k , w h e r e 
w e r e n o B a p t i z e d C h u r c h e s . S o m e a t t h e c o f t o f 
t h e F u n d w e r e f e n t o u t t o preach the G o f p e l , w i t h 
w h i c h t h e P e o p l e w e r e i o a f t e d e d , t ha t they w e r e 
f o r c e d t o r i d e f r o m place t o p lace , a n d preach e v e r y 
d a y t i l l t hey w e r e even f p e n t ; a n d d ivers w e r e b a p ­
t i z e d , a n d t w o C h u r c h e s are l i k e t o be g a t h e r e d ; a n d 
t h e P e o p l e have f e n t aga in f o r t h e i r h e l p ; the i r 
M e e t i n g s w e r e v e r y great , a n d a great D o o r is o p e n 
i n t h o f e E a f t e r n Par ts , the L o r d m a k e i t e f f e f t u a l . 
T h i s W o r k feems w o r t h a l l o u r C o f t , i t is t o o l a rge 
h e r e t o i n f e r t P a r t i c u l a r s : B e f i d e s , m a n y p o o r p a i n ­
f u l f a i t h f u l Servants tha t l a b o u r i n the L o r d ' s V i n e ­
y a r d , blefs G o d f o r y o u r B o u n t y , o f w h i c h t h e y 
have rece ived . B u t t o be l a m e n t e d i t is, tha t f o 
l i t t l e h a t h been d o n e a m o n g f t t h e C h u r c h e s , a n d 
t o o m a n y tha t can , have d o n e n o t h i n g . N o w t o the 
e n d chat a l a f t i n g S t r u f t u r e m a y be r a i f e d o n th is 
F o u n d a t i o n , a M e t h o d is n o w c o n c l u d e d o n , w h i c h 
w i t h this w i l l be c o m m e n d e d t o y o u , w h i c h w e 
p r a y a n d befeech f o r o u r dear L o r d ' s f ake , m a y b e 
I p e e d i l y f o l l o w e d j a n d tha t i f a n y are flack a n d 
b a c k w a r d , others w i l l encourage t h e m . W e o u g h t 
t o p r o v o k e t o L o v e a n d G o o d - W o r k s . W e h o p e w e 
can f a y v v e have b e e n ( n o t w i t h f t a n d i n g o u r m a n y 
I n f i r m i t i e s ) i n Peace, a n d u n a n i m o u s i n a l l o u r 
C o n c l u f i o n s . T h o f e t h a t are o f g e n e r a l C o n c e r n , w i l l . 
c o m e w i t h this t o y o u : b u t t h o f e tha t are p a r t i c u l a r , 

t o 
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to t h o f e w h o m i t conce rns . S o w i t h o u r e a m e f t 

D e f i r e s t o y o u , a n d P r a y e r s t o G o d f o r y o u , t h a t 

y o u r H e a r t s m a y b e a f f e f t e d w i t h , a n d e n g a g e d i n 

th i s f o g o o d a n d grea t a W o r k , w i t h a l l o the rs w e 

a r e c a l l e d t o , w e r e m a i n y o u r Se rvan t s f o r J e f u s 

f a k e . 

Signed, by the Appo in tmen t o f theWhole AiTembly^by us. 

Ban. l{riollyes, 
Will J ^ f f i n y 
john Tomkins, 
WiU, Collins, 
<I(lch. J dams, 
John Ward, 
^enj. Kj'^ch, 
Jfaac Lamb, 
Sam, Shere, 
Tho. Harrifon, 

William Dix, 
James Hitt, 
Hercules Collins, 
^eorge 'Barret, 
Thomas Whinnell, 
Jndrew Gifford, 
Henry Aujtin, 
Will. Tritchardj 
Hen. (Brett, 
John Skinner, 

Ths 
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The X^arratm of the Proceedings of the Elders and 
Mejfengers of the ^aj)tf;^ed Churches in their General 
Jjfembly in L o n d o n , June p t h , \6^o, 

' ' E f o l v c d , that neither i n our former A f l e m b l y , or i n 
X \ . thi?, or any other (accord ing to our former 

Prel iminaries) that w e do not i n any t h i n g irhpofe our 
Conclufions on any Churches, or particular Perfons j but 
adyife according to the beft o f our Underflandings, as not 
being Lords over their Fa i th , but Helpers o f their Joy. 

2. T h a t this A f l e m b l y do defire the Elders and Brethren 
i n London^ to fend d o w n one Elder or t w o to affi.fi: our 
Brother He^ry Aufiiriy i n the Ordinat ion o f Brother Henry 
Brett o f Pulham. 

J. T h a t w c do defire our Brother B^/sy./C^^f/^, and one 
Brother jnore , to v i f i t our Friends at Colcheficr^ Suffolk, and 
Norfolk, & c . to preach the Gofpel , and to alTiH: them i n 
al l thofe things they need, for their fett lement i n the F a i t h 
and Order o f the GofpeJ, as the L o r d fha l l open a D o o r 
o f oppor tun i ty to them. 

4 . T h a t Brother Gregory Page, Brother R. Carter, and 
Brother Humphrey Burroughs be added to the nine T r e a f i i -
rers appointed fo r the Fund. Refblved alfb, that any five 
o f the fa id twelve Brethren may a d and do any bufincfs. 

5. T h a t every particular Congregation con t r ibu t ing to­
wards the Fund , do fignify to the Truftees when they fend 
any Sum o f Money to them, wha t particular ufe they de-
fig" i t f o r , or h o w much for one ufe, and hov/ much fo r 
another o f the faid Sum, and keep a d i f t i n d Account o f i t . 

6. T h a t the particular Cafes o f thofe poor M i n i f t e r s 
t h a t have not been concluded on by this A f f e m b l y , are l e f t 
to the Trufl:ees o f the Fund to a f t concerning them as i n 
the d i r e a i o n g iye ; i i n the J^arratiye o f the l a f l AiTenibly. 

http://affi.fi
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Br the better fettling of the Qurches, and mmn$mmng 
the Fund, and amicable Commnion one with anotuer; 

^ o M , 

1 ' T ^ H a t a l l the Churches tha t can, f h o u l d have the i r 
I Aflbciations o f feveral Counties together once 

or n ^ e a Year, according as they fliall i n r e f p e a o f then: 

Dif tance agree. 

I I T h ? t o f each Af foc l a t ion , t w o Perfons fhou ld be 
chofen to v i f i t a l l the Churches o f that AfTociation once i n 
the Year, fo r the Ends f o l l o w i n g . 

3 Befides preaching to them to enquire w h a t orderly 
Officers are amongf t t hem, and prefs t hem that are fliort 
therein to come up to the R u l e ; and that Care be taken i n 
e S X c i a t i o n t o ^ e n d a l l n e e d f u A _ 

2 T o enquire w h a t Provihon they make for their M i n i -
fte?* ^vhether i t be according to their M i m f t e r s Nece f f i t y 
and the Churches A b i l i t y , that the i r M i n i f t e r s may give 
themfelves more to the W o r k o f the Lord . 

T T h a t where any Members he fliort o f the i r D u t y , 
thev endeavour to A i r them up to i t . 

Where Churches are that have M i n i f t e r s that have 
n o t e e d , and w i l l not receive, that they be ftirred up to do 
,v l in t thev can to the Fund. . . , . 

^ T h o f e Churches w h o are able to mainta in their 
o w i i M i n i f t e r , and can do fometh ing to the Fund , be 

m t when^a C h u r c h ha th done a l l they can do to 
the i r u t raof t , and a l l w i l l not be fu f f i c i en t , then thofe M e f -
Tengersdo acquaint the i r r e fpea ive AlTociation, and they 

toge-



I C 9 ) . " 
I together do confider what may be needful to be had out o f 
I the F u n d : and alfo wha t G i f t ed Brethren in each D i v i f i o n 

are defirous t o j c a m the Tongues, f h a l l be prefented to the 
^ Al loc ia t ion , and i f approved, then by them to the T r u l k e s 

7- i h a t no M i n i f t e r that receives o f the Fund f h o u l d 
" be any o f thofe MefTengers, i f others can be had. 

A n d i n order to tl ie efTeaing chefe things j 

i . / r ' ' ^^^^ ^ D i v i f i o n be made o f al l the Churches in to 
Allociat ions, and commended to the Churches good l ik ing . . 

2. T h a t a Catalogue o f a l l the M i n i f t e r s that need 
u Supplies out o f the Fund , be made by the Truftees againft 
jl the next General M e e t i n g . 

J. T h a t an Account be given what is l i ke t o be the 
I Year ly Income o f the Fund . 
',} 

4- T h a t no MeiTengers be fent to v i f i t Churches out o f 
the Fund's C o f t , except i n extraordinary Cafes. 

i ^'r T h a t feeing the Churches i n the Coun t ry are at f a 
1, much Charge m their AlTociations, and fending o f their 
I Mellengers to Lo»doff, that the Churches i n London w o u l d 
Jend Meilengers m t o the Coun t ry to preach the Gofpc l , or 
" to plant Churches at the i r o w n particular Charge exrenr 
/ n extraordinary cafes. ^ ' 

f " ' 
' r r . r U ^ ^ ^ U - ' % ^ ^ " ' ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ fpeedily a/fociate i n their 
^ ^ i l t h i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^"^^''^"^ the executing o f the afore-

Jin 
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Jn Account of the feveral A(focimm of the Churches in 

E n g l a n d and W a l e s . 

The Aflbciation of the Churches 
ill London, Middlefex, Ki»t, 
and f-jj'ex. 

Ceorge-Tard, 

Idorejields-, 
Joymrs Hail, 
Hou»fditch, 
yirgima-Strcet, 
Wafpng, 
Lyme-boufe, 
Herfy-dorvrt, 
Winchtfier-houfe, 
Mile-end, 
Richmond, 
'turnum-greeny 
Mays-pond, 
Sandxpitch, 
Hatfield-tJeath. 

The Aflbciarion of the Cluirches 
in Somerfet and Dorfetjhtre. 

Tamton, 
Bridgwater, 
Crojcome, 
Stedmore, 
JJalktrovOy 
Haycomb, 
Killmi»to», 
Hatch. 

^ ^perlton'S'viU 

The Aflbciation of the Churches 
in Wiltfliire, &c. 

Forton, 
Warmifter, 
Seghilly 
Wefibery, 
Stoak, 
Devizes, 
Calne, . 
Mtlfom, 
Bradford, 
SoHthrvitck,, 
Malmsbery. 

The Aflbciation of the Churches 
in Gkcejlerpire. 

NimsfieUI, 
SudbHry. 

The Aflbciation of the Churches 
in Briflol. 

Broadmead, 
Fryers. 

The AfTociation of the Churches 
in jibbington, &c. 

jibbington. 
Wantage, 
Longmrth, 

Oxford, 



Oxford, 
Parington, 
Flinjlocl^, 
Mazittampton, 
Cizenfifler, 
Reading, 

The Affociation of the Chmdacs 
in Norfolk md Sufolk., &CC. 

Norwich, 
Pulham, 
Sudbury^ 
J-Fisbich, 
Debbitch. 

The VVcilern Aflbciation of the 
Churches. 

Lose, 
Plymouth, 
Southams, 
Bouye, 
SoHthmohowne, 
Tyverton, 
Exon, 
Lypper, ^ . 
Volwood, 
Lyme, 

Chard, and Taunton, and Bun-
fter are dcfircd to be added, 
if they think fit. 

The Affociation of the Churches 
• in Newcaftle, Torkjhire, Nor-
thmberland^ and Cumberland. 

Nervcajlle, 
Bichbarn, 

PontefraSff 
Broten, 

• Eggermont. 

Woolverjion infurnis in Lama^ 
Jhire to be invited. 

The AlTociation of the Churches 
in Hartfordjliire, Buckingham 
and Bedfordpiire. 

Kenftvorth, 
EverJhaU, 
Perton, 
Hempfieed, 
Stutly, 
Harlow, 
Tring. 

The AfTociaticion of the Churches 
in Stepton and Hadnam. 

Stepton^ alias Steventon, and 
Hadnam. 

The Aflbciation of the Churches 
in South Wales. " ' ; 

CLangon, 
\Bergavenny, 

Monmouth- jLanwenarth, 
fliirc, '\Blamgweut, 

JGokhon, part of 
{^Herefordpire. 

Glarnorgan-V Cr^^ yr M(, and 
[hire. \Lanvabon. 

Cardigan-
(hires. 

Eujhacre^ 
LanydrvrA'-^yd 

The 

file:///Bergavenny
file://'/Blamgweut
file:///Lanvabon
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The AffociatiSn' of ' Churches in Worcefierfhire, WamUk, 
Oxford, Leicejierlhire. 

• Bromfgrove, 
Warwick^, 

Htreford, 

"Tervxbury, 
j^ortonhinmaP}, 
Hoohgrtoft, 
jilcefter, 
Kilby. 

t h e n e x t ' G e r i e r t f M e e t i n g is to be at London in the 
Week commonly called Whitfo»-n^eck, i6gi, to begin 
on the t h i r d day o f the Week (cal led l u e f d a y ) i , . 
Prayer, and then. On the fou r th day to. t^roceed on 
bufmefs. 

F I N I S . 

Advertifements. 

^ H o f e who defire to have the Confeffion of Faith of all thefc 
X Churches, may have them of Mr. John Harm, at the Sign of the 

Harrow in the Poultry. Price bound i s. 
Tiie Minifier's Maintenance vindicated, pubhflied by the Elders in 

"^^Where alfo^you may have that excellent Trcatifc of Baptifm, wrote 

As alfothat very iifcful and prohtable Book for Children and youiig 
People, called hpnUions for Children i wrote by Benj. Reach. Price 

bound . 1 „ n.r E r Diftrcfred5/V.« relieved, a Poem. By 6 . ^ . 
Antichrift ftormed, and the time of the End. By ^- ^ • 

Both fold by Nath. Crouch, at the Bell in the Poultry^ , . 
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A R R A T I V E 

O F T H E 

P R O C E E D I N G S 

O F T H E 

( g e n e r a l M m W 

O f t h e E l d e r s a n d M e j f T e n g e r s o f t h e 

B a p t i z e d C h u r c h e s f e n t f r o m d i v e r s 

p a r t s o f England a n d Wales^which b e ­

g a n i n London t h e 2^ / o f f u n e , a n d e n d ­

e d t h e ^th o f t h e f a m e , 1 6 9 1 . 

[ ^ O w n i n g t h e D o d r i n e o f P e r f o n a l E l e f t i o n a n d 

F i n a l Pe r feve rance . ] 

hit time for you, 0 ye, to dwell in your cieled Hotifes\ 
and this Houfe lie tvafie ? 

London^ P r i n t e d i n the Y e a r , i 6 y i . 

/ / A 
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G e n e r a l E p i f t l e 

T o a l l t h e 

C H U R C H E S 

Dearly Moved BrethnHf 

TH E God o f a l l Grace ha th brought us in to 
a near and f p i r i t u a l Relat ion to you,and you 
have f u c h a rooted In te re f t i n our Hearts , 
tha t t h rough Grace w e f h a l l always be rea­

dy to lay out our felves to the u t m o f t o f our Capaci ty , 
t o promote the eternal Wel l -be ing and Happinefs o f 
your Souls: Our Sighs, Groans and Prayers m f e c r e r , 
and our Labours i n Publ ick , i n al l the H o l y A d m i n i -
ftrations o f the Houfe o f God , are f inccrely d i r e f t ed 
t o this E n d ; God is our Wi tne f s , w h o hath called us 
out ( t h o u g h very u n w o r t h y ) to this Service, m 

A 2 pur-

/ 



4 J n Epijlle toall the Qhurches, 

purfuance o f his o w n G l o r y , and his gracious D e f i g n 
towards you . A n d whereas you have freely chofen 
us as your Meffengers , and ent ruf ted us w i t h Power 
to confider, d i fcourfe about, and conclude upon thofe 
I ' h i n g s propofed to us, i n order to the general Good 
o f thofe Churches to w h i c h w c r e f p e a i v e l y belong, w e 
have addrelTed our felvcs to this W o r k , w i t h earneft 
fupp l i ca t ion to the Father o f L i g h t s , f o r his fpecial 
A l f i f t ance and D i r e d i o n therein : A n d w e are not 
w i t h o u t forae good AlTurance, that he bowed his Ear 
un to us, i n regard o f that H a r m o n y and good Agree-
ment w h i c h was obfervable i n m o f t o f our Debates 
and Conclufions. A n d though w e can impofe no­
t h i n g upon you , yet hereby is derived a greater A u ­
t h o r i t y un to w h a t was concluded, and i t deferves to 
be fb much the more regarded by you . W e do hear­
t i l y w i f h that y o u w o u l d look back to thofe T h i n g s 
w h i c h you were fo rmer ly preiTed and exhorted t o , i a 
the t w o l a f t AlTemblies of your Meffcngers , fo r the 
p romot ing o f the Glory o f God , and your o w n Good ; 
and although w e may not have found the f u l l End o f 
our Endeavours i n a l l T h i n g s anfwered , yet w e blefs 
God i n many T h i n g s w e have; w h i c h gives us encou­
ragement to hope, that we may have fome Succefs i n 
this , w h o unfeignedly defire the t h o r o w Reforma­
t i o n , the happy Settlement, and f i r m Peace and W e l l -
being o f a l l thofe C h r i f l i a n Churches w e are i m m e ­
diately concerned wi th , . 

One t h i n g f o r m e r l y prefTed upon y o u , was a l ibe­
ra l C o n t r i b u t i o n , by a F ree -wi l l Of fe r ing , and quar-
terJy Subfcriptions or Co l l ed ions towards the r a i f k s 

. o l 
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o f a Publ ick Stock, fo r Ends and Ufes f u l l y k n o w n to 
you . A n d w e re turn you our hearty Thanks f o r 
w h a t you have already done, and doubt not but m a t 
thereby F r u i t w i l l abound to your Account in the 
D a y o f C h r i f t : A n d w e hope you w i l l not g i o w 
weary i n we l l -do ing , having the Promife o f God 
t h a r y o u ftall then reap. M a n y T h i n g s m i g h t be 
u m e d to quicken you in this good WoHc, whereby 
ftveral Labourers i n the Lord's V i n e y a r d have been 
already relieved j feveral pious, ftudious, and hopc-
f u T voung M e n have been aff i f ted i.r theu-acqun^-
m e n r o f Learning J and fome.have been fent f o r t h 
S v i f i t the Churches, and to give then 'helping H^^^^^ 
i n order to their Settlement, according to the R u l e 
o f the Gofpe l . Bu t w e hope that this d i f p o f u r e o f 
v o u i M o n e ? , according to your In ten t ion , may ren-
M^r Mot ive s o f that k i n d very much unncceffary : 
dcr ' " ' ' ^ j ^ y not be w a n t i n g in a M a t t e r 
H o w e v e r , that w c may " o t ^ ^ ^1^^ 
o f this N a t u r e vv e t i n the^ "^^^^ 

f ^'^^ 
R e f i d u e o f God's Chofen is fo much concerned, w e 
ftall humbly take the boldnefs t o prefs y o u t o a fa r -
he i^Tgrefs t h e r e i n ; and the rather beeaufe feve 
d o f our Fe l low-Chr i f t i ans , w h o after us f e l l i n t o 
h s M e t h o d , have far exceeded us : A n d w h y 

I h o u l d not the Glory o f C h r i f t , and the Advance-
t n t f t i s k i n g d o m ' , be as dear to us as t o them 
W e hope i t is, and therefore w i l l not deCpair o f p i e -
v a i l i n g w i t h you . 

I f 
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I f any Churches, or Members , upon a rev iew rtf 
w h a t is paf t , f l i a l l be fenfible o f the i r o w n D e f e f t 
vi^edefire i t may be made up, l e f t others Ihou ld be 
difcouraged, and the W o r k i n a l i t t l e , t i m e ceafe 
T h i n g s o f this N a t u r e never profper w e l l w i t h o u t 
a free and chearful concurrence o f a l l j o i n t l y con 
cerned there in , according to the i r A b i l i t y ; and 
I h o u l d w e find f u c h a concurrence generally i t 
w o u l d be mat te r o f great r e jo ic ing t o us, ai id be 
efteemcd by us as a remarkable E f f e £ l o f the Sp i r i t o f 
Love, w h i c h is difFufed th rough a l l the Member s o f 
C h r i f t ' s M y f t i c a l Body. 

T o f u r t h e r f u c h a Concurrence, le t us confider, 

f p j r f i , F r o m w h o m w e have received a l l tha t w e 
enjoy, and wha t Promifes o f futur.e Supplies w e have 
through Grace an In te re f t i n . 

Secondly, T h a t w e are but Stewards o f w h a t w e \ 
have ; and that God can, by his lecret and j u f t P ro , 
vidence, fbon take away our S tewardf l i ip , i f w e arc 
not found f a i t h f u l therein. 

Thirdly, T h a t the E n d o f w h a t w e have, is the Ho 
nour o f God ', Prov. 5. 9. Homar the Lord with 
thy Subftance, and with the firfi Fruits of all thins In . 
creafe. ^ 

Fourthly, T h a t the keeping up God's Publ ick Wnr 
I h i p , w h i c h IS mc lu f ive o f a l l the Ends propofed i l 3r-

i n 
this 
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th is Publ ick Stock, is a pr inc ipa l w a y o f honour ing 
G o d ; and a l l other ways o f expending w h a t w e 
poffels, are i n f e f t o r t o th is . 

Fifthly, T h a t G i v i n g i n this w a y , w i l l be a great 
evidence o f the fincerity o f our Profef l ion , and w i l l 
be a great c o m f o r t i n the lat ter E n d . 

O t h e r Th ings o f this N a t u r e m i g h t be added, but 
w e hope that God's Grace w i l l carry you beyond a l l 
tha t our Argument s can amount to , as was o f o l d 
exemplif ied i n the Churches o f Macedonia, 2 Cor . 8 . . 
I , 2. 

I n the next place. W e w o u l d defire y o u that l ive i n 
the C o u n t r y , to fend up your particular Meffcngers to 
this General M e e t i n g , that w e may have the more 
abundant evidence o f your Approba t ion o f that 
Eood W o r k intended and carried on t h e r e i n ; and 
let not the incident Charges you are thereby ex-
pofed unto, be a difcouragement to you , w e being 
per fwaded that our Friends here i n the C i t y , w h o 
are not liable to fuch Charges, w i l l make a C o m -
penfat ion by a more liberal C o n t r i b u t i n g unto the -
Publ ick Stock. 

T o conclude j 

Dear Brethren, W c commend y o u to God, and to 
' the W o r d o f his Grace, w h i c h is able to bu i ld you 

u p , and to give you an Inheritance among, a l l 
t h e m 
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o — ^ ' 
t hem w h o are f a n f t i f i c d , amongf t w h o m w c defu-e 
to be f o u n d , w h o fubfcr ibe our fclves, 

Your Brethren i n the F a i t h , and F e l l o w f h i p 
o f the Gofpe l , 

Han, I^noHjes, 
John Jomkinsy 
Qhr. Price, 
Andrew Gifford, 
benjamin i\each, 
Sam, 'Buttall, 
George Barrett, 
John Ward, 
'Hath, Crahh, 

^ick J dams J 
John Eccle's, 
William Cotliiis, 
James Jones, 
Hercules Collins, 
7hom4S Whinnelly 
TJyo. Harrifon, 
John Butt, 

Signed i n the N a m e , and by the Appo in tmen t o f 
the whole A f f e m b l y , Jrme the 8th, 1 6 9 1 . 
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A N A R R A T I V E o f the Vroceedings o f 

the Elders and M e f f e n g e r s of the 

B a p i ^ e d Congregations, in their Ge­

neral A f f e m h l y in L o n d o n ^ , begun 

the fecond Day o f ]nne, 1 6 9 1 , and 

ended the eighth of the fame Month, 

E the faid Elders and Meffengers o f 
the Churches of JcRis C h r i f t affembled 
together, having i t under our conf i -
dcrat ion how much the N a m e o f God , 

the Honour o f the Gorpel, and the Good o f al l the 
Churches to w h o m w e belong, is concerned i n our 
Perfeverance in thofe good Th ings refolved upon i n 
our former General Affembl ies , D o agree and re-
folve unanimouf ly , for the better mcreafe and cont i ­
nuance o f the F u n d , to propound i t t o , and exhort a l l 
our Churches, and each Member thereof, w i t h al l our 
C h r i f t i a n Friends and Wel l -wiQiers thereto, t o a l i ­
beral and chearful C o n t r i b u t i o n , as God hath bleffed 
them i n the good things o f this L i f e . 

1. By their b r i n g i n g i n their F ree -wi l l -Of fe r ing , 
that ' have not yet paid i t i n (propounded at firft as 
the foundation o f this Fund) w i t h al l readinefs o f 
M i n d , as a Sacrifice w i t h w h i c h God is vjdl pleafed. 

2. By the continuance o f their Quar ter ly-Subfcr ipt i -
ons, according as God ftiall blefs them. 

B By 
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^, By a liberal Con t r i bu t ion i n a Quar t e r ly -Co l -
l e f t i o n , w h i c h w e unanimouf ly agree to promote 
i n all our Churches and Aflembl ies , t o this end that 
al l w h o m God hath bleffed w i t h A b i l i t y and a ready 
M i n d , may have oppor tun i ty to fliew thei r good 
W i l l fo r the p romot ing thofe great and good T h i n g s 
fo r w h i c h this Fund is raifed, Quiz..) For the fuppo r t 
o f fuch M i n i f t e r s w h i c h the Churches to w h i c h 
they belong, th rough Poverty are not able to f u p -
p ly w i t h wha t is neceffary to their comfortable Sub-
f i f t e n c e ; that f o they may be encouraged to take the 
better care o f their o w n Charge, and to preach the 
Gofpe l where there is need, and a door open ; and 
alfo Godly young M e n , Members o f the Churches, 
w h o m God hath g i f t ed , and are approved o f , may be 
i n f t r u f t e d i n the K n o w l e d g o f the Tongues i n w h i c h 
the holy Scriptures were w r i t t e n . 

A n d w e judge i t not reafbnable tha t they w h o 
contribute no th ing to the Fund , f h o u l d defire any 
t h i n g out o f i t . Therefore i t is expef ted, that thofe 
Churches w h i c h are poor, f h o u l d make the i r C o l l e f t i -
ons for the Ufes a fo re f t i d , and raife w h a t they can 
be i t more or lefs. Moreover , W e judge that thofe 
that have fubfcr ibed either to the Free -wi l l -Of fe r ing , 
or other Con t r ibu t ion for the Ufes aforefaid, ought 
i n conicience to pe r fo rm w h a t they have thereby en­
gaged to do : For al though before i t was their o w n 
yet after their f u b f c r i b i n g , i t remains f b no longer ; 
lee A£is 5 .4 . 

I t ' s f u r t h e r agreed, that wha t is or f h a l l be gathered 
hy the Free-wil l -Ofier ings , not yet paid i n , and w h a t 
is col lef ted and to be co l le f led , by Subfc r ip t ion ; as 
alfb wha t f l i a l l be gathered by the firft publ ick quar­

terly. 
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cerly ColleQ:ion, by and f r o m al l t l ieChurches both i n 
the C i t y o f London and the Countrey , f h a l l be paid 
i n , by the T w e n t y n i n t h Day o f September next, w i t h 
a Signification o f w h a t ufe or ufes they defign the 
M o n e y fo paid i n for . 

A n d for the better Encouragement o f this good 
W o r k , i t is agreedas fo l l owe th . 

1. T h a t t heTru f t ees do put d o w n the particular 
Ufes afEgned to every particular Sum, as in the la f t 
N a r r a t i v e is exprefled. 

2. T h a t the particular Sums that are given to one 
and the fame ule, be put together,and kept i n ad i f t i nd t 
Account by i t fe l f , by Brother Kin^ and Brother 
Harrifon. „ , . . ^ 

5, T h a t the M o n e y given to one ule, be not d i lpo-
fed o f to another. 

I t is alfo Agreed and Refolved, T h a t no M o n e y 
l h a l l be paid or disburfed out o f the Fund , but wha t is 
agreed upon by this prefcnt A f f e m b l y , u n t i l this A f -
f f m b l y n ia l l by the good Providence ot God meet again 
herein London, i n 1692. 

For the preferving o f Peace and Concord amongft 
the Churches o f our Affoc ia t ion ; in a due Tenderncfs 
to all the Members i n communion w i t h us, the i o l -
l o w i n g Qiieft ions were propofed, and Anfwer s con­
cluded thereupon as f o l l o w e t h ; 
c : u i e ry i . Whether a f e r j m Excommmicated, or 

^withdrawn from by the Qmrch he is in Fellowlhip 
with, and judgeth himfelf wronged therein, may 
not han (Relief in that Cafe ? 

Carr ied i n the A f f i r m a t i v e . 
B 2 Query 

4 
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Q u e r y 2 . What then is the'^gular my fuch a ^er-
fin ought to take for ^lief ? 

X. Such a Perfon ought (af ter al l due endeavours i n 
H u m i l i t y and L o v e to fa t i s fy the C h u r c h f b dealing 
w i t h h i m , o f the w r o n g done h i m there in , and i f no t 
relieved thereby) to addrefs h i m f e l f to fome other 
C h u r c h for C o m m u n i o n . 

2. Tha t Chu rch to w h o m the Perfon fb dealt w i t h 
f l i a l l propound h imie l f , ought by the i r Meffengers to 
enquire in to the Grounds and Reafbns o f the Church 's 
dealing w i t h the fa id Perfon, w i t h the manner or w a y 
o f their proceeding againfl: h i m to f u c h a Sentence 
that they may as f u l l y as poff ible i n f o r m themfelves o f 
the ground o f the Church 's f b dealing w i t h h i m , o f 
the Cr ime or Crimes alledged againf t h i m , w i t h the 
Circumftances thereof for the i r o w n I n f o r m a t i o n 
h o w to carry i t both to the C h u r c h and the Perfbn fo 
dealt w i t h by them. 

5. T h a t the Church fo dealing w i t h a M e m b e r , 
ought to give a f u l l and true Account accordingly i n a l l 
Brotherly L o v e and Mccknefs , f r o m the M u t u a l O b l i ­
gation that one C h u r c h {lands i n to another, t o keep 
their Communion pure, being all Members o f that 
Body v/Iiereof C h r i l l : is Head. 

4. A n d i f upon due I n q u i r y and I n f o r m a t i o n had 
o f the Cafe, the Church to w h o m the aggrieved Per­
fon f h a l l propound for F e l l o w f l i i p , fliall fee caufe to 
j u d g that he has received w r o n g therein ; then they 
ought i n a l l Brother ly Love to endeavour to ref lore the 
Perfbn dealt w i t h to his former C o m m u n i o n , i f he 
f h a l l defire i t , or elfe to receive h i m i n t o C o m m u n i o n 
w i t h themfelves. 

Jn 



J n Account of the feveral JJfociatms of the Churches 
in E n g l a n d and W a l e s . 

T h e Affoc ia t ion o f the 
Churches i n London, 
Middlefex, Kent,'m^ 
Ejfex. 

Theobalds, 
George-Tard, 
Devonjhire-Sqmrej 
Morefields, 
"Joyners-HalK 
Bounfdttchi 
Virginia-Street, 
Wapping, 
Lymehoufe, 
HorJly-dow»i 
Winchefier'houf!, 
Mile-end, 
Richmond, 
Tfirmm-greeni 
Mays-pond) 
Sandrvich, 
Hatfield'Heath, 

T h e AlTociation o f the 
Churches i n Somerfet, 
Dorfet, Wilts,Gloce]ler' 
(hire, Brijlol. 

Tatmton, 
Bridgwater, 
Cr of come, 
Hallotrorv, 
fjaycomb, 
KjUmntoNf 
Hatch^ 
Periton-evil, 
Dtmfler, 
Froome, 
Sarum, 
Warmifler, 
Seghill, 
Wefibery, 
Deviates, ^ 
Calne, 
Milfom, 

Bradi 
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Sradfordy 
Southrvick, 
Mulmesbery, 
Ninisfield, 
Sudbury, 
Broadmead, 
Fryers. 

T h e AlTociation o f the 
Churches i n Abbing-
ton, & c . 

Abbirfgton, 
Wantage, 
Longrvorthy 
Oxford, 
Faringdon, 
Flinflock, 
Mazithampton, 
Ciremejter, 
Reading. 

T h e Af foc i a t i on o f the 
Churches i n Norfolk 
and Suffolk, & c . 

Norwich, 
Pulham, 
Sudbury, 
Wisbich, 
Debbitch, 
Colchefler. 

T h e W e f t e r n Affocia t loa 
o f the Churches. 

Looe, 
Plymouth, 
Southams, 
Bouye, 
Southmoltowne, 
Tyverton, 
Exon, 
Lyppet, 
Dolwood, 
Lyme, 
Chard. 

T h e Af foc i a t i on o f the 
Churches i n Nemcajile 
Torkjbire, Northumber­
land and Cumberland. 

Nem a file, 
Bichbarn, 
PontefraCf, 
Broughton, 
Eggermont, 
Wooherjlone^ 

Hampjhire Affoc ia t ion . 

Chrijl church, 
Ringwood, 

South-
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Soathamptofty 
Whit church. 

T h e Af lbc i a t i on o f the 
Churches i n Hmford-
jhire, Buckingham/hire 
and Bedford/hire. 

Jf^nfworth, 
Everjhall, 
Perton, 
Hemffteedf 
Stutly, 
Harlow, 
Tring. 

T h e Af lbc ia t ion o f the 
Churches i n Stepton 
and Hadfiam. 

Steptoft, alias Steven-
ton, and HAdnam. 

T h e Af lbc ia t ion o f the 
Churches i n South-
Wales, Monmouthfl>ire, 
and part o f Hereford-
fbire. 

Bergavenm, 

BUinegm/tt, 
Golchon, 
Craig yr AUt, and 
hanvabon, 

Carmarthenjhire, 8fC. 
focia t ion. 

Tftys vach, 
Rujhacre, 
Lanydwr. 

T h e Af lbc ia t ion o f the 
Churches i n Worcejler-

flfire, Warmckjbire, Ox-
/ordjhire, Leicefterjhire, 
and part o f Hereford" 
jbire. 

Bromfgrove, 
Warwick, 
Dimmuck, 
Hereford, 
Tewxbury, 
Mortonhinmafbj 
Hooknorton, 
Jlcefter, 
KJlby. 
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T h e next CjCneral M e e t i n g is to be at Lofidon i n t l ie 
Week comrnonly called Whitfun-mek, 1692, to 
begin on t h e th i rd ;day o f the Week (called/Twf/: 
day) i n Prayer, arid then on the f o u r t h day t o pro* 
ceed on btifinefs. 

F I J i l S. 

Achertifemenu, 

THoIe Vvhp clefrre t d have the Confeflion o f Faith of all ' 
theft Chiifches, hiay have tliem of Mr. John Harm^ at 

the Sign of the Harrow in the Potdtty. Price bound is.. 7-
The Minifter's Maintenanpe vindicated, publiflied by the 

Elders in Price 5 -
Where alfo you may have that excdlcnt Treatife o f Bap-, 

t i f m , wrote by Mr. P^ ' / f C-*ry. Price bound 2 j . , 
As alfo that very ufcful and profitable Book for Children 

and young People, ^called Inftrdlms fir Children, wrote by 
Benj. Keach- Price bound 6d. 

Diftreded Sistt relieved, a Poem. ' BjB.K. • • 
Antichrif t ftormcd, and the time of the End. By 5. K, 

Both fold bfNath.l^rouch, at the Bell inthc.PoHltry. 
An Expofltion containing 2 Sermons on that Paraboli­

cal Speech of our Saviour, /W^^Ma. 43,44,45. By B. Reach.. 
Sold by John Piki at the upper end of Bread-ftreet. .-^Pricc 
mtcKd6d. 




