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'^n'Eticomiafiiqm npon the death o f f h a t f r e -
^iont child M". John L a n g h a m , th Sort of 

James Langham E/guire, and Mary Laogham 
hit wife. 

HAd I the vein toverfifie as fome, 
My pen ftiould write although my toiigl* was dumb. 

A Pccts pate I never had, nor fhall, 
IWy fanfic fcldom wi ought that way at all} 
Yet give mc leave to try, though Mnfcj niae ^ 
Stand a far off j the Baycs fiiall acV be mine. 

• J O H N L A N G H A M , 

. A j n a n , q n h i g h . 

Achili and ytt It Mm, mftradox. 
There are few men can fhew juch fwtfuSfleckl 

^tft^td *>ifdom,forr<nT,fiuthJovr' l^aly 
iy/«cA £ r f „ „ thee» and thou didft much riveal; 
So ^ ' f / " ^ " " " f M^y r.e m liken thee, 
Tfl Solomon m'x ,.«r* .-̂  »o Timothy 

2o/»«t Jofrah ; niu didGod thee blefs i 
f / r f Z '^J'l'-^ AbrahamBM i^r thoubehevtng d,dft as he had done { 
Wh, o*/en;V, hk faith wm firong 

^Pf'>t.t<>thydeMr Lord woi thy affellion/ 
^<=l<>vtngtkouwertmidthebehv-'d\ohn\ 
If t more! fir^eal may m m thee compare 
^iJraeUJtngtr * an example rare, 
The mft tbnce virtues of thcfe three and three, 

til mctnter and concur inthte. 

thtu art n»T» gm, where thon hafi mrc i 
"T Man md Ood, than we who ftanden (bore ; 
Tfiy parts are f erf ell, and thy kvelj grace 
is rariffd .• /?r B» drtfs bffbPfmf 

• • Jit' 



jf), besven i daJ naw ctuU tbj Partntt im 
But tbitik,b»w blefl thm art, furely n» tear 
Wtuld Jrtf from their ttomoMmfHlleyes, tut tb^ 
Would, Of they flmuld, re'pyce to fee thU day 
Of thy fouls triumph o'rejin, death, and hell; 
Who didft welUivi»g,andbemz diaiart tvellf 
Wait but a while, and thy mofl preciotu duft 
Shall rift again when Godjhallraife the Jufi j 
Wheuftul andiody both compUgt Jball be, 
Fullf cojoyinc Godf ttcrnity. 

S a m u e l A i n f w o r t h , 

Mmiflertf thecofpeUt Kclmerf f i - . 



T O T H E 

R i g h t W o r f h i p f u l l A l d e r m a n 

John Langham m y h o n o u r e d P a t r o n : 
a n d t o his e lde f t Son "jittaes Langham 

E^fq. together with M". Mary Langham his 
pious Confortj All three my worthy and 

mueh valued friends. 

Right mrjhipfully 
Hcfe enfuing Meditations, which were firfl Preached, 
acyour dcfires, upon Gccafionof your fad parting 
with thatSw«t andhopeftill Little One, in trhofe life 
(o mach of yoar Comfort and life vecre bound up,\ make 
bold, now again to offer to you, from the Prefs. Not Gen. 44. 39. 
out of any ambition, that I have to be in Print: For 

I know there arc fo many cKcellent Sermons, and other Trcatifes, 
already extant, in Englifh, upon almoft every fubjeft in Divinity, 
that (with many Reader0 the £rf4t choke they have, <doch even 
hinder choice, and makes them uncertain what to read. Bcfidcs I 
arn a httle acquainted with theGemus of this Ag -̂, which ii hardly 
taken With any thing but what is new, or at the kali, trim'd up af
ter the new Mode and Drefs : an humor, which as I have not learned, 
•o neither do I much care to learn the Art of plcafing. All that I 
haveaimed atin thisfmall piece (how f at I have attained it, /am 
no competert ]udgcJistoclearup, and htndlc krioa>nand pralfical 
truths, in a plain and convincing way, fo as to work upori the Confci-
f Hc?, with which we Minifters arc chiefly to deal: tofhew what 
Reafon there i5,why we fhould ta^e allwell that Goddotii: and how 
the loul may be framed to Silence and Submifion under Gods Corre* 
ftingHand, JnHiifliarpeftDifpenfations. You will, f''̂ doubt not) 
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accept of what 7 here do ofK:r you, as in other refpefls, fobecaufe 
you fliall here ficde mention of that D^ar One of yours, who, when 

PĤ  , A aJ'̂ c, was accounted by you tuyour Crovtn, and had fo much room in 
irov. I /. o. ^ j , y^^^ . ^j^g^ chough he be gone henceo/(t 9/ fight, 

('to be fecn no more by you in this World) will aot (/ bcliere) in 
hafte, hs oat'sf your mMes. /know, you meet, everyday, with 
fomthiiig crorlicrrhac rcpi efents him to your thoughts i and your 
fores being oft rubh'd, by thofe Remembrances, are ape to bleed a 
frefli. But here (/ hope) you fluH find not onely what may occafjon 
your ruminitirg upon your lofs, but t!ur alio which C'ly the bkiriDg 
of God^ may conduce to quiet and conipofc your Spirits, toad'wage 
your gi icf, and by degrees to raife you above it, if aot to make you 
torget your forrow. The rruth is i h : Conjlderations here fuggeflcd 
are of unfpcakabic i,fc toSiipport the 5oiil, not o«ely under fucha 
Crofsas this of yours (which yet / conftfs is heavy) hut u«dcr all 
griefs and troubles whatfoevcr. /nwl.idt rcfpeft, thefeCordials, 
which were fin the firft place) prepared for you, may fcrvc foro-
thers of Godsfus and daughters of affhaion, toteviye a«dchear 
them alfo, in their fuffrings. 

Of my Addrefs, at this lirae, to you (tf any dcfirc a futher Reafon) 
thisistlic Account. There being fome neceffity of printing thisSer.. 
won, (througlitlie importunity of thofc whom / could not well de
ny) / was very willing to take the opportunity of prefenting you 
with it, as a Tcftimonial (little things, you know, do often fignifie 
g eat matterŝ  of my m y great obligations to you. The truth is, this 
piece (/ would it were more worthy for yourfakes) is yours upon a 
double account: both becaufe it was preached at your dcfires, and 
with rcferenccprincipally, to comfort you under the fad affliftion be. 
fore mentioned: and becanfc you have made the Author himfcif 
yours by your manifold favours to him. To the Alderman, my ho* 
auiredparrcn 7ow my prcfentation to this place, which ('though / 
bad alfo aconcurrent, and unanimous call from the people, without 
any contradiition) he freely conferred upon me, being moved to it 
by that good opinion cf mc, which he was pleafed to entertain with
out any fuit of mine, or folicitation of any other in my behalf. Here 
J / / blefs God for it) by his means enjoy a comfortable fubfiflence, 
and cat not the bread, either of dircd or indireft Simony 1 a mercy, 

Kpift 0ed. be- which ('Reverend Mr. Samuel Uilderfam tells me) many of our cloth 
fere the Book do not (The more is the pitty) through the corruption of the times, 
of his reverend enioT Sincethatj /, andmine have, from you all, uponallocca-
Father, called fions received very many favours, and real kindneffesj among which 
Ttie Dolhine of i account that refpeft you have alwaies fhewed,and the countenance 
-*f<«/H8£, fi^c. you have given to my Miniflry, not the leaft. So that I have had 

caufe, and ftiU have to blefs God for you, who hath (by you) freed , 
me fr&m much oppoficion, others of my Brethren have met with, 

and. 



and vouehfafed rae ranch cncouragcmant ia wv work, they have 
wanted. This 7 (here; willingly do, and upon all occaflons ftiaU 
make a thankful! acknowledgment of: and having no better way to 
exprels my gratitude fliall do it by my prayes for yours, and fcrvicea-
blenefs (as I am able) to your fouls. 

The God of Heaven rcquitcall your love, and multiply his mercies 
upon you and yours, his diftinguifhing merciesfpecially i makeup 
your late fad lofs by giving to you and continuing with you other 
Sons (as hopeful!) in the room of that dear One, whom he hathca-
ken to himfelf: however vouchfafc you a name better than that of 
sons and DMihters : teach you to live by faith: give you more and p. ,4 . 
more to know what belongs to Communion with the father, and the ^ ' f \ f * 
^^''dj'ftfi Cfmfl {ifivom in comparifonofwhich no outward mer-' J ^ ' 
^r,,!^^" I , . J?*'*"°"'"gO«nd take delight toufeyou, and yours 
prayc f " Inftrwnents of His Honour. This is the anfeigned 

Tour very Much ehliged 
rn / Servant in tke Lord, 

T h o . B u r r o u g h s . 



In Mcmoriam Johannif Langbami Jutnme Spei fuervluWt 
Jacobi hiD^\\3m\ filium. 

Elix ingenio, & cui Ixva in parte maroilla: 
Nil cordib, bone, nequicquainZquerere magifter. 
Mollis ad obfcquium tiedi (fine moribus hilum 
-Non valet ingenium) fe cui difplicuiflTe parenti 
Pa;nagraviE, fine pscna alia. Nonillefalubrcs 
(Qiiod pueri faciunt) nnonitus comnnitterc, Ycntis: 
Non odiffe libros imo his incumberc, totis 

Viriculif, ludoeft: jamdudumclamitacCohe : 
Jamfatis eft fill) genitor, reqiiiefccparuraper: 
Jlle, operi intentus, divcUi furtinet igrc. 
Tantusamorlibri, tantiquefcicntia rerum. 
Omnibus acceflit pietas, qua: maKima virtus: 
(Qua fine nil prodcft habuille, atque omnia nolTeJ 
Non, pueri pro more, preces (ut inania verba) 
EfFudit fine mente. Obiter non Biblla legit, 
Hunc librmn mane & fero verfare juvabat. 
Indeqne deccrpfit qusE mente reponcret alta, 
Qiixque auinio fccum pia noftc dieque revolvat. 

Sâ pevidens pater hac, & vix fua gaudia celans, 
JamjuvatO: vixifl'e, inquit, juvateffemaritum, 
Te tania nlihi prole; Tibi O ! fint Nefloris anni. 
Sxpe eadem char* genetrici mcns,8c eodem 
]lla Deum voto pia corde et voce fatigat. 
Sa:pe fua vencrandus Avus, fed fstpe ncpotis 
Caul's gavifi's; meafpes, mi Scipio, dixit, 
Vive, nieofqucoculos, etpatris claude fuperftes. 
Sajpc & Kcrrunas aliquis laadabat amicus 
Vcflra;, fefcccm; (i tali ego prole beatus'. 

Heu! quantum cxcx mortalia pcftora noftis. 
Quantum noftishabent I quotiesheu! fallere noArum 
iN'os folet augiirium \ Non qua: potiora mifelli 
Cenfcirius, hcvifaDeo: rctinere parentcs 
In tcrrisfatagnnt; Hiinc calodeftinat, illuc 
VultDeusutprcperer, vocat; & parer'e nccefium eft. 

Ergo al)iifle prcces infun)0s? ergodolori 
/ndulgere ? abfit j nequeenimperiilTeputandum 
Mortc caput charum hoc ; iiii tanti«n ala columba: 

Coaccffii 



Conceffa 5 Scprocul a tcrrenis fa:cibusirtis 
Fugit, ubi Ktcrnilm rcquics, ubi vilialiabentur 
Maxima quse ccnfcnc raortales canfta : Quid ergo 
Opugnant capici* tam chari gaudia vcilris ? 

r.B. 

LEt thofe that have an Elefhant to wake 
Otjomepoorfilfy worm, themfdves betake 

JO invoke thctr Mufes, fir tlnfpre their brains 
mthjomepoettck,, high-jfcwn ranting jirains. 
But, for tny part, as I have no fucb task 
So from the Xufes I no help da ask; 

He is a little One of whom I treat 
*J'7"*/«'»'-f* f«fficientfy great. 
^uh^lT' f"«' 0̂ Worn 

s f J r\ ""t' "'^'^heafproJ^did f Z 

so pious rfA«V f t " : J ^T'"! ; / ' '^ '" / '" t ) 
And an thisr^ith ^nPr/^l'"'''"^ 
Thefe things are Lit " "t 
But all this hv /J^ - *" ' '""y ''•"'"'t) f arce trucy 
Tn m-L ^ , ' " "9 device 

Ve u notlojt whom you fo dearly " 

%,r^ ''iyknovmaSeamanbya wind 
sZZJ V'"'"' blowing t, hismind 
f;^f;^&ht,y,nhjoyfuUfpeed unto his home 

'dverfetempefls)fad, and Ute 
Soreweather.beaten, moaning thcirhardfate-

To mfh thee here, would be thy in)ury\ 
9j»her, kt\ wtfl, nrfclves Qdearfiuu) r^ith thee. 



^properum fatumcharijfmifil'i adtUfcentult Sumtgjfi 
flofculi ]oh«nnis Langham divertiftmi fui fratri Jacobi 

Langham filioH. 

Foncc hoc luftrali, S»cra adcunda tua. 
Quamvis excelfisfpleiidct tua gloria calls 

Solem fpcftamus cum madidis oculis. 
Vidimus hie vires, pueriliincorpore, adultasj 

Augufta auguftam mens tcimitque domum. 
Taedebat vita', maturum cacteri ca:lis: 

Lopga fuit vircus vita fit ergobrcvis. 
Emicathaud aliter fugitive numine fulgur 

Aer nec longa luce corufcus crit. 
Sic fabito placidi ceciderc exarborefruftus, 

Sic hyemeranullam dulcia poratferunt. 
Exeguus durat cum parvolamine juncus, 

Clarior atmagnisquam cito flimi petit: 
Anguftare, oculiquc Tubis traiifmittcre vifuns 

:Uc ftellas videanr, Tu Galilie doccs : 
Glarus ab cKiguopenetrabatcorpore Caelos 

Hie puer, utque TuboCorporc funftus erat. 
Qais vcllet loiiga; jam ducerc tsdia vitat 

Cum brevis ad fuperos poflit idirc dolor, 
file hie qui tenui modulatus arONdine Caelum eft, 

Inter casleftes BOB Chcrubinus erit ? 

M Ttears urejuft, thefe d^illatUns art 
Not jjfuesofaRheumatick.Catanhe: 

Jior call them vomanijh, I hate to be. 
Efteemedai a Mmner but in Fee. 
Tou'lfay the caufe vtas fmall, I yield be wat, 
Tet a fmall child, agiant may furfa[s. 
Vertueexeelleih butk.and goe's beytnd. 
Great is the lofs of, a fmall Diamtnd. 
As for his foul, Twas of the biggejl/i^es 
Enrich't with all the chief eft rarities. 
So have I feen a little cafe ant am 
All the whole lineaments of a goodly man. 
Infmallejlfbings Art is more rich *nd fare, 

Sit fletit tnsfteffimw patruus 
Guil. Langham Af. p. 



Me reas 4figure irnivH in Me»utwei -i 
This little Chili had at great faith as O f f , 
The ten Cmmandments writtenin a penny. 
HIS foul inthtfeftreight ltdgings tt tot fevt 
Remtved tt a larger Afartiment, 
His Meditatitns, and his fervent prayers 
Were higher. Stronger than bis tender years. 
Through th inner fy prefs veil (we call it Live) 
0} s innocent body, Meaven did mtre warmly mtvc. 
^''ytckoalCt with thicker clay, and muf/led on 
As pris ners are at Enecutitn : 
Weerefullofdarknef, horror, anddefpair. 
Ana when we die, replenifhed with fear. 

and hath left hitnfo, 
Whiljiwe likeMourners,'b*uttbeJlreetsdogt. 
And hd'nt we caufewhiffi we delight to wear 
"IS Memory like pendents in the ear f 

William Linghwn, Af. 

T o the rnoft Hon. Ja. L-Efq . and his raofl vcrtuous Lady 
m memory of their young fcicnt newly tranfpfcin-

tcd J*. L. 

S I * f ' * < ^ ^ " i imry ta rehearfe 

rRiffi;„„ uii T, •', -' '"^L ""thjoundout arts 
Whei Jlii "^^^^^ ''"^f 7 « ind hearts 
waere lives embalm dan early piety, their vir-m 
in^'s Orient PearlfrefJ:^^^^^^^ 
•Under whtfe name f t bus vaiid Icafl that we fondly pry 
Too ncer tn Sorrows LodgingJ there you may defcrV 
J'^t'ntou, Innocence an holltwed Wit ^ ^ 
Aftrangerto thofe blacker Crimes that poyfon it: 
Ortwnperfea Man iy thriving Educatim 
Sf'tresfome Refinings of a RefmrelHin. 
pere me thinks I fee that: pretty Sjieftmift 
t-^ffMr^f his teachers unto his own atquijl 
nf ai'i' '''^rtfatisfied, rchidingtbatbufiefeU 

rejilefs heads thtfe Picklocks of heavens Cabinet J 
A mtrmng Penitent fee him beg pardon when 
M^fi^z-'^t^f^' ^I'i'^^firft, The Penance, or thefm y 
^'^f'^sfffhich to each tbirjiyfoulmay given be 

C'O \ aught 



C 3 0 
TMtJtt hy a Prspbtcie) may well be fftnt ea thee. 
Tafting^Hih ffvtetcs, Ttoejindc mortality did much 
thirft after crafie mortals, ditmini verefuch, 
Mtti Wire in love with fadn-fs, States for forrows caU, 
Sicknefs bfcame the Sativis Bpidcmical 
But fiay .' Let nox- ni German Confident from hence 

pro. in Na. BlaT^en the Glories of his youthful! Excellence 
' Bove th^ Eufofian WorU, rvho did at tvHce feven become 
A Pfalmift's faraphraft in his own Idiom. 
But in thefe Hers-Chathes this young Catechiflyou fee 
Roundup, a little volumof Divinity; 
But why fofajlSweet St. rcas'tto keep face in Hymms 
iJV hallowed reafon') with tbife winged Cherubims 
And you his neer V^elates who fubUmated are 
Into an height in Natures Crufible, fo far, 
Ctuldyou then well expeHyour next extraS ffmldbe . 
Clear d and refindto left than immortality • 
Whilfl Heaven's fo friendly by this gainfull violence 
To Court you thither where he hath his Refidencc 
Steals tb^affeSionate, raifes the Souls to barf. ' 

'4 part with whomyour love was plact, and to lodg there 
Speed, is fuccesfuH, quickens pys, and in a thrcnge 
'tis fa, we think^him keft at eafe i hat flays not long. 

Dry up thofe chrj^ittftreams, twas not toofoon. 
He gains the prixje that firfi his courfe hath run. 

JttOhitum ]^hinnc$ Lsngham gcncrcft& cpMmx fpeipueU/^ 
, qui Hondkmpueritiam excedem vitam hatic man a lent eum 

immortalicommHtavit,]uln die ^i)- ^n.D.ifij?. JM^J, 

SOI loca terrarum rediens Ancarftica verfuj, 
Parribus xftatem rcddit Borealibiis orbis ; 

Induit hxc agros maturis frugibuf, atquc 
Exvit, agricolis tandem fua vota rependcns, 
Falcifera: manuiflaras dum pr;Ebet ariftas. 
Intcrca cadit bxc maturi, atfpica tenella, 
F«!ce necis propera», potius gcnerofa-vc planta 
Decidit, Autunmio nondura nndantelcapillis 
Arborcotraroos} inopino funcrc monflrans-

Qiian-



Qiiantiila fint hcminum corpufcula, nempexaducis 
Vcl foliis quod funt leviora ut jufta doloris 
Caufa, tamen cum plena fpei, modts tfto quere liŝ  
Semen urcbrcftKm, caroficrellurerdurget 
Ad dcciiEeximium, 8cviresrcnovaraperennes. 
Oh fiia qui torics vcntis commific & undif, 
Won fine fucccfiu, de terra, iic anxiuscAo, 
Qiiin fibi con miflam prcitra cum facnorc redder. 
Bcbircr ufurani pariter cum forte ncgabir, 
A gricolis potius nec rcddent arva laborum 
Friiflus, fperato lucre mcrcatorablndis 
Ncc fruiturus eiir, quam non rcditnrui abfurni 
rihus hie lucis, quifpc requicfcir in ilia. 
Nam priusanguftocsmenscorporc viya recelfit 
Ad parriamfijperam, cumulatis dotibusaufta 
Muneredivino, fic dccrcfccnte johanne 
-̂refcerct ut Chriflus fanftc formatus .in iflo, 

Adculmen furgens, quo non perfeftio major 
f>perari queati a la . i ymis h«c tcmpcret Omucs, 
Qycis alitcr talcm fobc Itni periifTc dolcrec. 

Francifc. Mark^at»t 
Apud Gretcnenfes verbi Divini prxcb. 

M En in theirflrenithy being counted trees, the young 
^replants, or buds, andbhjfoms, when theJlreng 

^re but asflowers, the aged being likeflieep 
J'> deaths ftid ready to be laid on fteep, 
Children are Iambs: if tbcfe he made aprey 
R!- / ' - 1 " ' ' mfdfirfi, their noon of day 
BctngJ>yn,ghtprevented 'tis not new, 
^orffmldfeemjirarge, being fo often true 
in lambs and buds, that arejhe forwardtjt. 
Such plants l^ingfirft removed that promife beji. 
^jn^dealmg thus with creatures them below 
If Cod above dealfo with us, may know 
We clay before himfhould be dumb, this rod 
Bewgdefervedtooattb'handofGod. 
J'^fitting/mfullcreaturesfljould bemeck. 
when fmitten, then to turn the ether ibeek^ 
•AndAAttcCsJin it was to fparenotree 
Hsfeedjince moital are by juft decree. 
So that nt tree, norplant, nor graft nereak 
Can be fecund frtm death's fatalJireke. j 



Tn ParaJife n» ont untiitcht' mtghtJland 
jfone fitted thence fcafes death's impartial hand. 
tet death'sHt death to him biin^ in that trice 
tranfplanted t» the heavenly Faradife, 
Being gathered from the weeds here left on ground, 
par ever in lifes bundle to be bound, 
Tanefrom thepckjn that pure virgins train 
Hrhich are with th' lamb of G}df*r to remitin. 
Tbencount not this for death, night caU not this,' 
But a dark.clond anveighing him to blifs. 
Dark*"Sifvii'ersfide, to him'twasbrigkt 
Whom it tranflatedto eternal light. 
/iU tears being wip'dthenfromhif eyes that's gone. 
Wipe thofe away, this doth occafton. 
W,benbe received was, he was but lent, 
itf̂ ot/oj?, now^onf, but is before us fcnt. 
Thither where's had that one dates full delie-ht 
Which is antndlefsfubbatb without night. * 

F r a n c i s M a r k h a m . 

P f a l . 

{ 
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p f a l . 3 9 " 9 -

J noasduwh^ 1 opened not my mnth, becaufe 

thou dtd'fi it, 

S touching the Author, and Pen-man of 
thisPfalm, there is noqucftion. But i f 
I were afkcd, at what time, and upon what 
particular occafiOn, i t was written, I could 
not fo eafily give an anfwcr. Nor is i t 
much material to our piirpofc. This ia 

enough, and may certainly be gathered i o n i the Cisnttx", 
that the Pfalm relates to fome very fore, and heart-pier-
cmg affliftion under which the Prophet groi.'d. It may 
be ic was the rebellion of that ungracious Son of hif, Ab' 
falom : feme paffigea in the Pfalm fccm to look that way. 
Happly it might be fotnc other crofs: forhcwtfs* man of^^i'Sl-1-
Sorrows^ and acquainted with griefs oi all Uindc», like as the 
Lo rd j c fu j , of whom he was an eminent Type. Whatever 
i t was ailed him, 'lisfurc, itwasfuch an afiliftion, a» he 
ihought would have killed him, fuch an one, that i f God 
ftiould notfpccdily put an end tohis mifcry.. bcmadcno 
other account, but that his mifery would quickly make an 
end of him. This may bccollefttd from wr. 4, and i ?. 
It was fiich an one, th^t the grief and forrow it had caufed, 
did eat, and confume him lik^a motht ver. 13. There was 

B fuch 



fuch a tcmpifl of paflljn raifcd in hJg foul, by reafoii of his 
pr^fent affliittori, thac h\a faith and pitiencj were put to i f , 
CO thcuttermoft, andall the grace he had was bui little e-
nough ro keep him from difliing, and being fpli t upon the 
rocks. In this fad cafejwhat it was relicvedj&cjsfcd hig foul 
what i t wag q iietcd, and (liUcd the icmpcH, ig niorc worth 
our inquiry} and herein, the Haly Ghoft wa« plcafcd not 
to leave iisacaioft, but hath ordered that i t Oiould be re
corded, for the good of all the fon« and daughters of affU. 

C^JEfa-S4-«i ctioiijto the worlds cnd,that they may learn what they have 
r.^ nr, . ^o.whcn they inia^fflitltd and tofftd with tmpefis]whcn 
CO Pfal.42.5. their hearts are upon any fadoccafion,ri>W? dowLnddif, 

. wl™/"? , ' " «f my Text. to tell you, 
I' "^r. was wrought upon him. 
a._ What the rej„cdy was he ufcd for chat purpofe. The 

A^iuftims IjM in thcfc vvords was dumb, I opened notini^iouth : the 
git [quia tufe-iecond in thcfe; becaufe thou didji it. Thctempeft thaiw-). 

pretatione. t h f t made all huOi't and quiet. 

Time w i l l not permit mc to ftand gathering all the pre
cious Iruitsfthat othcrwifc I m i ^ h t j which erow upon 
this Tree ol Paradife; all thcDjftrines which this Ttttl 
would a f f j rd j I dull therefore coHcabm three. 

Dort. I . That nothing in the world is more fure than that all the 
evils of affliaior, which bcfalus, coincfrom ibtha»do£ 
God. . 

Voa. 3. That nothing doth better become us, when God laies 
his hand upon us, than to he dumb, and not to open our 
mouths, 

ViU. 5. That nothing is more cfF-ftual to make us dumh under 
Gods corrcfting hand, than this very confideration, that i t 
is Gods hand from which our J ffliftions come. 

For th« Fiift , This is a thing wc may refolve upon, when 
any 



( 3 ) 
any evil of affliftion betides us, Y « Gods Ming. L«t the 
InftrunwntB and fccond caufeg be who» arid what they mlU 
this i8 certain, Gods hand is in all. 

l a m not, atprcfenr, any whit concerned to meddle 
with the point of Goda providence, in or akut the evil of 
fiHf and therefore (hall pafsitby. Our bufincfs is abou* 
the hand that God hath in the evils of affli&ion and miferyt 
Cftriftly fo called) and thofc onely which light upon the 
fons anddmghtcrs of men in this l i fe : fuch as be pains, 
difeafca, loQcg andcrofTcs in cfliates, and children, death 
of friends, and dear relations, with all others of the like 
nature, which arc many more than can eafily be numbi cd. 
I ' ^ M I not now with the meritorious caufe of mensfufFcr-
ing» in thefc kinds^ which cannot be denied to bs fin. • 'Tis 
!"^?^^hor from whence they cam;, and by whom they arc 
intliaed, that I am to fpcak of j And we may be bold to 
lay, 'lis God. I know Phyficians wi l l tell us, that this 
and that is the caufe of fuch and fuch a difcafc: and there 
afCfcw other difafters and calamities be fa I men, but haply 
caulej (with eafc,) may be alligncd of them, and we m y 
jay j i was long of this thing, and that, clfe all badbe.n 
Wen. _Butwhenal l i s fa id ,Godis thef r f j / i io /c r f« /w, and 
a n T thcfethina;s happen to any, but thcie is f^; job 1.8. 
lu 1^ '^^^'"^ pKovideme, which orders and difpofcth L»m. 3. 12. 
«hem i God dpth all, for , (M Job i . 12. 

«• He finglcth out the (« ) pcrfon that is to fnff .r . ^'J ^i'J'Vi 
3. H i appointcrh what the(7-) aftliAion (h tll be. 1 , , 
3- H : fettcthdown the (c)umc when. (rf^Gems i? 
4. He dc'crmineih (</) how Ione» Rev-2. IP
S' He a i%, : i h the ( 0 place wliere. (OM^f'^^-sS 
6 He preferibes(/): he manner how. iiils'''^' 
7. H : Qg) weighs the meafurc, how much. (£) pfa vg.so, 
a. Hs orders C^) all fccond caufeg and mcani. he wcighethai 
9. Hi'(,)Iaie8theaffliaionon. path r̂o his an. 
10. He governs and guides every riA contingency. ° r = 

None of thcfc things come to pafs at an adv nrurc or by ̂  loh.19.it. 
chance V nor arc fccond caufcs fo left to ihemfdvts, b»t ^H^; '^*-^^'^ 
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that God doth fupcrvifc, and aft, and order all in all. To 
inftanceinch; cxCt o( fickncfsj i t i s G o d i doing that t H j 

' dii'cdfe, fiirluo it tbisperfon, jaR at this time, m this very 
fbce, holds him fo long, handles ht'Ti thus ,rnd thus, that hc 
is wflJP h;ttcr, and now BJJr/?, and that at laft, he cither re
covers, or dies. There is nothing of fortune or meer 
chance in any of thcfc things. Audit is fo in all other af-

Lam 1". 12 fliftions. Aftliftions in Scripture are compared t o ( ^ j ar-
(rn)i Kiiig.22- rowi,bjtthcy arc not like that, (»«) which 1 know not who, 

»4'(hotat, hecould not tell whom, andhit him he could not 
tell where, and hurt him hc knew not how much or how 
lit t le, but did all at a venture. No! thefc arrows arc fhot 
by an Almighty hand, guided to their mark by an ttnerriHg 
^•//S/ojWjaccording to a wi l l that itrighteoufneJs and holtmjs 
i t fc l f . 

I fyou demand how this may be proved, I flisHxvidence 
it by two forts of Tcftimonies. 

I . I , The Teftimony of the beft,and mofi: holy pcrfbns 
The Teftiraa- (j jaj ye read of in Scripture. Let ihcSaheaas and Ghalds:^ 
ny of the g o d - p j y j j j g p Jcf, of his eftatc, let the Devil himfcif raifca 
ly- wind to blow down the hoafe upon his childrcns heads, 
m lobi.2i. andfliy thcni a l l ; y#i wi l l tell you, ( « ) I t was God from 

whom he had received fo much good, that now fcnt upon 
him allihis evili It was God, whofirftgave him that cftate, 
that now took i t away again ; It was God whohadgjw« 
him thofc children, that did now bereave him of them: 
God hath given, God hath taken, bleffed be the name oj the 

' Lord. L e t c o m e out, and throw ftoncB at DiH^/iias 
he paflcth along, let him curfcand fpi t vcnome at him, 
according to his plcafurc j the holy man look's upward, 

(o>Sam..^.i. and both fees, and ow;is Gods hand in this , Grod 
hath bidden him curfe Vavtd. Let wicked perfons rage and 

<:i.3vpfai.i2.4.p£rfccutc, as i f they thought notoncly their (p) ffl«g««, 
but their hands were their own to do what they l i f t , with
out any Lord over them } the Prophet (for all that) looks 

r./)Pfal.i7.i3) upon them,but as aiq)[ifordin the hand of GodjOver-ruled 
and ordered by him. And as to the bufmcfsof difcafce, 

^ hear 



hear what he faiih, Whcni cur blcfTcd Saviour ccnimcnde 
fora faith that was greater thatiany he lound in llraci ; 
They come and go, fcizc upcn a perfon, md dcpa. i Jro.m 
him, juft as Grd eivts ihtm ccmmiflion to go cr cc mc; 
ir^ men he faith Go, they go, uhcnlie faith Ccm, cew* 5(0 Mat. 8. y. 
whathc con mands, tbatihcy do. 

2. But what need we sny farther witmHt I of this truth f a. 
Hear what Gcdhimft l f faith to this point; and that rot xhe;-*€ft moi 
once or twice, but often; rot obfcurely and m parablo, but „y of God 
plainly and cxprcffcly. 1 ftall quote you but two or three himfelf. 
text?, and your felver, i f you ndnde them, may meet with 
many fcort« of them in your reading. CO ^ '^^ H'^l^ COEfa- 45.?. 
tmd create dark^tefs, I mak^ pace, and create evil, like 
Lord do all thefe things. What can be more clear ? Hearken 
again, 0 ) 1 his people turm mt to him that fmttes f;./m, (tJEfa. 9.13. 
Who i« that > the next words tell you. Neither do theyJeek^ 
the Lord ofhofis. Hca. kt n once more, ( w j Shall there be e- („;)Amos 3.6. 
'vilin the City, andtheLord lathmt dcneit ? As i f hclhould 
ray. It is not poffible there Ihould. And there is the fame 
rcafon for the Countrey too. There is no evil at all (that 
i i of sff l if t ion) either in Ci ty or Countrey, but ye fee God 
bwncth ic as his doing ; and i f he own it as his doing, wc 
may boldly fay i t is fo. And to fpcak to the point of dif^ 
cafes; Hence i t i i that GodCw) threatneth to fend Cckntfles, (y^J Deu. 28. 
and promifcth toremove them, according as he [hall be 21,22.&7.1S 
pleafcdordifpleafcd with a people, toflicw that hig hand 
doth all thcfe ihinps: And the truth is, he that^lenieth him 
this providence, doth in cffi.£i:,dcny him to be God. 

To clear this point a little (for I inuft not dwell upon i t^ 
and to prevent fomc objtftions which our carnal and 
fooliCh hearts w i l l be making againft i t , take thefe three 
Rules. 

I . That which is hard for iis to do, yea more, that J R « / M . ^ 
which is impoflible for us to conceive how i t ftiould be ^ 
done, iseaficforGod tocfFcQ;. We are apt to think, how -* » 
can this be ? That fo many thoufand thingf, fo various, 
all the world over, fliould be governed and ordered by a 
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providence? Butalasl Wha t i j the World and all that i« 
(•x3Efa.4<?.iy. in i» unto God ? ( x ) Behold the nations are as tkt drop of a 

htcket, and are counted as the [mall duji of the ballauce; 1^6' 
f > ) Verf. 17- holdhe takfthitp the Jfles as * very little thing, ( y j ^ / / „ati' 

ons before him are as nothing, And are counted to him Ufs than 
ro yeif. 12. nothing. Cz)He meafureth the waters in the hollew ef his 

hand, and meteth heaven with a fpa»- What to i l , or la- , 
hour, what difficulty then can there be to him, in tht 
ordering of ail thefc things 1 Know, (O man ! ) it h fn f i . 
nitelyeaficr for the great God to govern the World, and 
all things in i t , (though there be fo many Myriads of crea-

; ) tiire«,)than it? isfor thcwifcft among men, to order and 
govern thefevcfal affairs of a fmall taniily, that confilis 
but of three or four pcrfons. : ^ 

Rule 2, >• That thlflgslfall out othcrwifc than wc think they 
(hauld, orgoodmcncouldwilh, is no argument to prove 
they arc not ordered by God. That affliaions light npon 
fuch, as vft conceive were fictcft of all others to be fpared, 
w i l l not prove they come not from Gods hand, Wc think 
it pity.fuch a tender bud Ihculd fo quickly be nipt by death, 
we think i t might have been better, i f he had been fuIfered 
to grow ftill. What a deal of fcrvicc might he ( i n cimcj 
have done for God ^ What an inftrumciit might he have 
been of Gods glory ? But who made your thought the rules 
that God muft go by in the waies of hi i providence ? Muft 
things either be ordered as we judge fit, or dfe w i l l we dt-
nyor doubt of Gods having any hand in them? Iconfcfg 
fomc of the Heathens have, upon this account, deified For-

narix canfa tunc, and attributed the Government of things under the 
Deoplacuit,f(d gun to that blinde Goddtfs of their own fi t t ing up. But 
•viaa Catoni. ^^-^^ f^^^ too EDUch upon US with a Vv i trcfs: this is no 
-KwarSeSlcfs than damnable prefumption, for us to prefcribc. God 
ferTof^4tC;. thofc rules, which i f he wi l l nor go by, and betted to , 
that what wife we wi l l not own and acknowledge his providence in thg 
men debated, World ahJ longer, f * ) H/^ thoughts are not. cur thoughts, 
f'^^lf^^^i^^tieither are our rtfaies hi* waks. For asUeheavens,are high-
[^ajtL a.ss.a,? ^j^^^ ^j^^ earth, fo are his waies higkef than our waiesy and 

bii thoughts than our thotighti. 3' Though 



chtL i f T u T " ^ ^ f c c m to comt to paft by mer j^. . 
T h r r . ' r ^or there i i no fuch thing. 

hfb h e * 1™°"^ '"^"J'- ^^^'^ Micaiahy told ^ . Dcu. x?. 5. 
i r V S / T i , ^''^"thGtlead, what hcmufttruft 

«fl p£.. I " (faith the man of God) 7 (0« King-
^ ' ' ^ ^ j ^ - but how was his death cffcaed > Cd) A > 

cf oZ-T'^'''' ^^'^"t''venture, and an invifible hand W V e r f 34 
reas lr7nh"!*»,^"'.'^^*'^'= arrow to the right mati, anddi-

t u r c f l r l ^ l N".^ ' ' ' '^ '" 'his deaths wound. TbeScrip-
W fometimcs fpeakof chance. ( 0 rOEccl.p.ir 
^^'^S^Zn Z "^""'t'"''^^'' '"^CfJBj (faith r/JLuk..o,3i 
thai-. ' V- certain frieji that way. But 
whtV "'̂ S'"' ' ° f^'- ^ ' "'^ " « »'W<= to difcern, 
wm/c wclook i;pon fccond caufis : for when wc areata 
' o i j (as very oft wc arc) and know not whence fuch or fuch 
a thing If, wc ufc to f ty . i t happens by chance; and in a ftnfc 
as i"" ^'"J"^' there is no fuch, thing 

Vo nafi Z^''" ^^"""^ ^ call that, when things come 
give no* °"«=Iy i " fuch a way, of which wc are able to 
but in TiirW ^"'^ hy fuch means as wc arc not aware of, 
vidcnc. . ^ ^ ' - ^ ^^^°> ^hat God bath nothing, by hi*pro-
to think ;. ri( r u ordering and difpofing of them. This • ^ 
andTrL? n'^^Ph'mo"s. For flilj in the moll cafual cv.nt.', ' ' 
infinitely wife isanitivifibkhand of the 
thouehin r„AU , ' ?* linkcth one thing to another, 
O ^ ^ d Z ^ t T ' ' ^^^^ know not, tior that is fit wJ . 

D o l h i ^ ' ^ r ' ^ ^ ^ ' ^ P t f ' ^ ' . " * ' * * " * ^P '̂"' ^he next " z ; 7 ' 
upon drher h• • '^'4?/^^'' ^hen any afBiftion light* 

^a»Tt?^^l^*^ Apofllc tells us, (g)/r-tr« i 
when a m r r ^ . i 'T-^^ ." ' ' ' ^ ' ' -^ ' is tempted of God: but w'ncn a man is afflxfted, he may fafdy f a / y e a he o. gh. to 



( 8 ) 
fay, 'Tis Ged M s him. The falindc and heathcnini 
Philiftim! findecd) when they fmartcd imdcr Gods judge-

C/Oi Sam.<5.J. mcntf, fanficd i t might bt^hynely jome chance had happened 
unto them, and there was an end: But ai for uii we have been 
taught to know God better than fo, and therefore ou^he 
to entertain no fuch Pagantfti conceits. It is ouc duty to 
fee and ackiimledge Gods hand in blithe blows that light 

CO Efi. 9.13. upon u!> and to turnCO «̂ ^f*" ik^\Pik.' 
We proceed to the fccond Uottrine, vtz. 

'Do£l*2. That, nothing doth become us better, when God laies 
his hand upon us, th»n to be dumb, and to take heed wc 
open notour mouths. God (ye fee,) hath here fct before uc, 
the Prophet far a pattern, thatofhim wc may learn how to 
carry our felvcs under our fufferings. 

Wc (hall inquire what kinde of dumhnefs andfdence, this 
of the Pfalmift was, whish hs is commended for, and which 
would fo well befcemus whenW.'fmart under the Pvodof 
God, and then the Doftrinc w i l l be, in a great mcafurc, 
evident by its own light. 

Wc (hall proceed in our inquiry, 1. Negatively, to prc» 
vent mlftakes; 2. Pofitivcly, and (hew you what i t doth 
import. 

Firft, Negatively (to pafs by this, that 11 is not to be 
fuppofcd, that i t was any dunibncfs in the proper andli> 
Ccrallenfe.) 

1. I . This dumbnefs doth not import any fuch thing, as 
what is not i f the Prophet had been brought to that pafj , that hc had 
meant by nothing to fdy to God, by way of prayer, and fupplication. 
thisdumbnefs. not fo dumb, but thathc could pray and cry too; 

M Verf 8 ^^'^^^^ C'aith he) from all my tranfgnjpons, and make^ 
'0 Verf.io.'ii fMt »ot the reproach oj the foolifh. And a^ain, f / ) Remove thy 

SJroke away from me. Hear my prayer, 0 Lord ! give ear unto 
my cry, hold not thy peace at my tears. And fo, (w) at an-

C«)Pfa.»2.i,2 when he was as dumb, and optned hisr^iouth 
as little as now, yc (hill yet read of his crying in the day 
time, and in the night feafonalfi; yea i t istxprcITcly faid, 
ke roared and was not ftlent. Nay in this cafe wc arc com

manded 



t j IS any man ajfituea v^iaith tt 
^ Ifrael (faith the Prophet) {oynurn 
for thou haji fallen by thine iniquity : jfak^ mthyon words, and 
turn unto the Lord, and fay unto him, Tal^away all iniquity 
and receive us gracioufly. 

2. Nor was he fo dumb, at that he could not frame to 
the confcffion & bewailing of his fini . T h true the Prophe t 
waionco troubled with fuch adumbfpir i i , thai he could 
not ("for a while) be brought ingcnuoufly to acknowledge 
what he had done amift : But thit was a glcncc, that did 
neither tend topleafeGod, nor conduce any whit to his 
own cafe and comfort. Q^meHbekfptfilence, Cthus) fc«^^^^'"'-** * 
bones waxed old through bis roaring all the day long. So that 
he was forced to confcft all , and to keep the DcviU coun-
fel no longer, hcCif^confeffed his fin to God, and did mtQv^^^^ 5-
1 ^i iJJ* '?" ' ' J '» then found eafc. Yea whereas the Ho-
ly trhoft dircagm, when God afaifti u«, (r)to fit alone Cry.z'^ i.ii 

ha^erehllkd*^^^ t « < r » < / cry \ We bave tranfffreffed,we 

3- Nor was it a dumbncfi of ftupidity and fcDfelcffcneft. 
I t doth not imply any fuch thing. «s i f by degrees he grew 
tt) thatpafs, he cared not for, or made no matter of his af. 
ni«ion J but fet (as the Proverb it) an hard heart, againft 
HIS hard hap. No, hedidCfor all his filence)nuke his 
moan to God, and a. he fmarttd, fohcdid lament under 
the ftnfe of hw »ffl=aing hand : Hear how bitterly thi» 
dutnb man complains, in this very Pfalm , (t)RemoveCO^et{.itAt 
thy iirob^ away from me, I am cenfumedwitb the blow of thy 
band. fVhen thou with rebukfs doji correQ man for iniquity, 
thou maked his beauty to confume as a mttb. Read the f f a l . 
38- alfo.and yc (hall have him in (he fame tunc again. 

4 Neither wa.vhefodambja* not to at̂ fwe'r Gods voyce 
in the Rod that was upon birr . Gud hath wsiy waic* 

C w b ' 



vi l indscd , that wi l l not return an anfwcr whcti God 
fpcaki to him, fo far is i i from being any conj,aic^dabl<! 

. . 5 Muchlefi,(l^fjry) jyas^ pc dumb and.keptj^Icnce i i i 
ny fticb fort as they did of whom Amos fpcaks (according 

Gnalter in lot. ^of^c expoiind the place)diat in their mifery took up a rc-
ut ify Mercems folution tp mention the name of Gad no more, in whom they 
( w j Amos. <S» had gloried formerly. Cue.) Hold thy ttdce jor we may m 

' ' f^- make wentioa of tife name of the^ tard; . Talk no mort'of re-r 
Ugion andof Gods fcrvicc. . Soitie makcthcfc to be the 
words.of forlorn and dcfpcrate wretches that regarded not 

Large AHotat. God at all , nor would once make mention of his name 
though at t^e laft gafp, but Mthfc ifliunned h as oipinous! 

(;^J\o\,^l^i.(x) thcomfelof f^c^^^^^ iVvrê chcs .vf^asf^r / rWoujr 
; prophet: hcftUI profclTctlit. his |jape in Qod , and re-

folvc? he would not be driven aŵ ay trom God, for aljl tttis 
• f y j \ t d . 7- that had btfallcn him, for ( j ; iV^9H?/,«r<i(faithhe) wfc*t 

'waitIfor.<' my hofe is even in thee. . • 
2. Secondly, Affirmatively, How then is this duRibnefs to 

What 15meantb|c,)anderfto>ofli anj| ,wbat, dpt|^,f|:Jmpo^rt.! J h ^ IfliaU 
t)])i this Jnmb-.fhpw youi in, the next pjice. Biiii t l j i t , ! muft fitft,Drcmifc ip 
nefs. the general, that the filcncc in my Text is hot of the voycc 

and. tongue alone, but of the heart and foul alfo. For 
though nicH hear onely thofe words which come om of<}i)r 
l i p j , yet with,God, even the H'oft retired thoughts and 

; i|^9iioftf ofour fouls cfo go for;ivord|,: and he takes cogni-
. f^^p&lJ4.»i^zaacciandknowIcdge,ofthcnj,, U:Cs:')the fool do butfity zny 

thing in bis heart, God hears i t and c^h charge hinj'(*ith i t . 
The Prophets Iwatt and tongue wcfe both dumb (and fo 

, inuft our* in the like cafe) ap^that in five refpcftj. 
I . t i : vy»i (}pqib. fo as neither to complain of, norqiw* 

, eel wi(h, Qo»J« providence, .i>pc;t<?i entertain any hard 
thiwghis^igjafl^him) complain ti)j7*fiihc dldj batagair^i 

him 



UtM he durft nor. Mourti Uttdcr^Goda 'Hand He did , -md 
knew he might, but to >««mhi"e he knew was finfal and 
dangerous, and therefore ai to that wai dumb. No doubt 
he had finful rifingsand mottoncin hit heart (who doth 
•not feel them V ) but by prayer and meditation be did en
deavour to quell and ftifl^ them, a« faft as they bublcd up. . ^ ^, ̂  
When the waves of ihefea leave rolling, and the Mat.^M 
ceafeth, the Tea isfaid toht (a)ftlent and dumb. N o w s , ^ , ^ ^ ; ^ 
our hearts are by nature like the (b) raging fea when it can- e-o. 
fiih reft (Gods own people finds it too much fo with them, r^-^Efa. $7-
through ihcimperfcaion of their fanaification) cafting vp 
»tire and dirt. Ah, what tcropeflg and ftorips are often rail
ed in our fpirits by that paffion, and pridr, and f t l f Ipve, 
and impatience, and difcontent which the beft are not per-
feaiy freed from ? now what doth the Pfelmiftdo in this 
cafe I He faith to his heart (enabled by the grace that was 
»n him) as Chrift did unto the fca, Teace, be dumb, and 
thercupoH a calm followed. Jo^-is commended by the ^ ^ j j ^ j ^ ^ 
Holy Ghoft for this dumbnefs, {c) In all this be finned not, 
^or charged Godfoolijhly. Wc think we have a great deal 
to fay againft what God doth, and wc could hold argu-
TOcnr, a« we imagine with God bimfelf, i f we might be 
ruffeicd. But i t is meet ( d ) the ignorance of ourfoolijh hearts W ' Pet. 2.15 
ftioufd befilenccd. Ce-^Nayy btnmanwho art thonthatre. (^'J^"""-^-^" 
pheft againft God? Seethe carriage of the Pfalmift at ano
ther time, in the like cafe (or rai her of ourblcfled Saviour,^ 
of whom that Pfalm was a Prophecic)/(/; 07 in the C/J Ĵ fal. 22.1, 
time, and thou heareft not; and in the night feafon But , ^ 
thou art holy. He ( g ) was affl.aed andoppreffcd, yet op^p. fe^^^^-^-T-
ednot he bis mouth. As a flntp hfore the jhearer is dttmb, fo (/,) i King. 6. 
openednotbe his wflwtijthough noncevcrmet with, thatin- 33* 
jurious, bafc, and unworthy ufagche did. —qujd tot j^. 

a. Hcwa»dun,b: ti.at is. He neither did nor durft quar--^^f;.///.-""" 
re] or fall out with the waies of holinefs for all his fuffcr- Zn ly)"^*"^^' 
ing% A thing we arc natiirally'prnne unto, (^h) Ihu evil ii moribus ^ ^ i / 
from the Lord,(Cihh wicked that K^n^ jeborai»')cphat (hould ̂ loc folu„ig„^^ 
I wait for the Lord any longer ? What hc'WM, and did, wo t''^^'^"' vinutis 

C % all ^'^'^'s ? Lur. 



• l i t r e , tnd (hould do, i f w« were left unto otiriilreaw 
Once the Pfalmift tcllt t» he waincer to have done fo. He 

f t ) Fra.73.13- began to think he had Ci) rvajhtdhis hands in vain, bccaUfe 
the day long ht had been plagued, and chaftned every ntoH 

CkJ Vcrf. sa. ning, but in the end hc calh hintfcif (^kJ)fool and beajl for fo 
doing. Jobs wife was Cet on by the DtTil to pcrfwadc her 

CU ]oh 2. y. husband to thiSjfO C«r/e Go î (faith fhc) W ifih thou 
Jl ill retain thy integrity/'. But he good man, Was dumb, 
had nothing of that kinde to fay, yea, he abhorred the fug . 
gcftion; Thou jfeahfU Cfaith he) lihf afooltflj woman. He 
liked Religion and the waici of godlinefi never 4 whit the 
worfc for all the evils that had befallen him* 

J. He was dumb, foas not to defend himfcif, orjufl if ie 
Cm)Verf.S,u. own waies before God, as i f they were lighteous, and 

he had not dcferved what he fuffcrcd. Yea, he f w ) ac
knowledge th his affliftion was procured by his fins, and 
implores Gods mercy for the pardon of them. Sometimea 

' indeed he Hands upon his own defence,. and pleads his ia« 
Cn) P&l. 7'3'noccncy. and ( « ) righteoufnefs, but that is in refpcftof 

men, trom whom he had dcfcrvcd no fuch i l l mcafure, aa 
hcmcl with from their hands. But when he hath to do 
with God, and fo far as his affllf^ioni arc Cods doing* he 
hath nothing to fay for hknfclf. I t is cnjoyned to ftrvanti 
as a duty in rcfpefl of their earthly mafters, that they do 

COTt.t'i.^^.not(o)Mfwer again, that is, that they be not f«ch as w i l l 
n , X ' * i be alwaies juftifying themfclvcs, and ftand i t out, andne-
? J ? f c o . r r c r yield ihey L in any [^"1^; but maun^̂ ^̂  a. i f they 
Bf<. thought chey Were alwaiei chidden and blamed undcferved-
rj>i)iP«.2.i8. ly . Yea, they arc commanded to(fybe fuhjeU with all 

ftart not onely to the good and gentle, hut alfo to thefrovfard. 
And i f this be the duty of fervants to their Maftcrs who arc 
batmen, much more doth i t become us, when Godcor-
r c ^ j uf, to be dumb and filent, to uke heed of any fuch an-
fwering again. _ 

4 He was damb, foasto hearken tothcvoyceof the 
)M!̂  t cS'rod. ICO '"''^Cfaith he in another place) A*.,r^« 

rrjm\ts.9i wbat God faith. Now a man cannot liftcn to another while 
' h«; 
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( 1 3 ) 
he wUl have all the talk and difcourfe to himfelf. Many 
there bw*, which abound in their own fenfe, that wi l l not 
beperfwadcd to hold their peace, at)d hear others Tpcak. 
While God i i ctntHwgw,he h (^s')teachitig us in his pfa p4. i j , 
{n:wing ug our fins,caUing upon u» tor rcformation,reading yexMio dot in-
u« a lefturc of repentance, when he takei away any crca- tetttStim. 
turc- comfort that wc promifcd our fclvcs too much from, 
he doth a« it were fay, w i l l ye \x{i\'Ki\n(t)forfaKt>tgthc C0yr'*''^9-
fountain of living waters ? W i l l yc never leave digging ttjour 
felvesbrokfn ciftcrni > How often muft I break your reeds 
ere you wil l Icarn to take heed of leaning over mueh upon 
"letfl > When wc begin to think of taking up on this fide 
Jordan, and then find a thorn in our ncft, what doth fuch 
• providence fay, but. ( « ) You have forgot your rejiingplace, C«->K- $0.6. 
Cup A rife,. depart,this is not it. Would yon be in eanaan, Cr^Mic.2.ia 
before you be out of the Wildcrncfs ? Now when God It 
Jhusdifciplining of us, it ig meet we fliould fay to h im: 
Lord Qif>) teach me and I will hold my tongue, and cattfe Job d. 24. 
to u»dff[iand wherein I have erred. (x')That which I fet C«JJol>34-3»« 
"or, teach thou me, and if I have done iniquity I will do fo no 
*»«re. Bat this cannot be t i l l we filcncc our own carnal 
reafoningf, and make fle(b and blood to hold its tongur. 
,^ui.r Prophet was dumb: that is, hrdid ac 
9««ycf,and reft faii,ficd withGods difpenfation,and that not 
him 5 ? ° ° % b u t a, bcft. Job fpeaking how it was with 
Vj^andT?r''j'^,' ' ' 1 ^ ' " * ' t h a t O ; « « r . h.m men gave (y)^oh29.2t, 
'*\^«dwancda„d keptfilence at his counfel; the meaning 
L^V u i,!."' 'h«y gave confcnt to what he faid; they 
he S 'heir peace, their approbation of what 

' f counfel could not be given; and 
that therefore u Wa. to no putpofe to fay any more, feeing 
h.« advice and counfcl could not be mended. It is much 
^ h ^ (hould be thus filent before God, who work-
ctn Dy an inhmtc and unerring wifdoni, & thcrefortCz)'/**!)!. (OMar. 7.37. 
'lathings jpell Thus ye read of Hezeklah when fore ca-
"mitics had been thrcatned from God by the Prophet, he 
wuhno more, but, Good is the word of the J^ord^ by hi* C'.}Efa. 35.8. 

C 3 filencc 



filtncc fublcribing to Gods wifedomand goodncfs in d l 
his providcnccf. 

By what hath been faid, we may conceive, what this 
dumbnefs of the Prophet was, wherein he i t by the Holy 

, . Ghoft propounded to us. for an example to imitate, when 
ever we ftiall fee! Gods Hand lie heavy upon us in any af
fliftion. / 

How fit and meet i t is, tliat we Qjould lay hands upon 
our mouthf, and impofc a law of filencc upon our f ives 
in th : manner fpccified j what motjvcs thcrebe to perfwadc 
to i t , and by what means fuch a frame of fpi r j t may be at
tained, wi l l appear farther in the next Dpfti iae, to which 
I haftcri. 

Voa a» " " ° ^^^^^ "* '^«'«^',whcn God firikes 
' us, as this very Confideration, that it is Gods hand that is 

upon us. Yc fee this was i t that turned the fiorm, as 
the Pfalnjifls foul, into a calm, and made all the tumults* 
ous rifings in his heart to vanilh. When he bethought him
fcif of this ferioufly, that i t was Gods doing, the uproar 
among his alfcftionsccafed. Juft as the appearing offon e 

Atvtlm mrf£'grave pcrfon, or man of Authority is enough tofcatteran 
xa in ptfd" unruly rout, and to reduce them to fomc good behaviour, 
cumfif' cfona-though they were all in a combuftion before : fuch an cff t f t 
TumSeute prefcnting of God to our fouls, by faith, work a-
^ravtm mongour difcompored affiftions. Qb)jt is I (faith our 
Virs. SaviourJ wet tf/r^zV/. The fame argument w i l l fcrvc to 
C6)M*t.i4.27 ftiflc any other finfull motions of the heart. I t is God, be 

not impatient, do not fret} It is God, donot raurmurc, 
nor repine, - i 

]j There arc three great duties of a Ghriftian (yea, all 
Chriftianity is compriz d in thefc three) Faith in God, 
Odcdience to him, and Patience under his hand, x^nd by 
one and the fam; way the foul is framed, and bowed to the 
praflice and performance cf them all. Look as there is no 
way to work the foul to faith, but the Confideration of 
this; That it is God that fpeak^ ; And no way to bow i t to 
obedience,-but this Confidcration; h is God that com-

I mattds 



mands: So there i« no«/»y to frame the j c " l « > ^ 
fubmiffion (the dambncft we fpeak o f ) iJiider ' Ki 
•this Confideration, ' f i ^ Ged that dcth it. The locking up
on a prondfc as made by God, w i l l flrcrpthcn 
believe i t , againft all arguings and cbjcaions of flcto and 
blood : The looking upon a command as given by Cod, 
-willframe thcfou l tothc obedience of I I , tall bacK, t?ii 
edge. The looking upon an affliaion as coming from 
God, and laid on by his hand, w i l l make a man duriib and 
filcnt, w i l l make him patient and calmj able to give up 
himfelf to be done wi th , as God (hall think fit. Though 
there were nothing but tumults in the foul before, lhoug,n 
his heart were like a troubled fea, as foon as he comes to ^ c , . " - / 
Gods hand, and to take due notice of i t , all w i l l be na^? ^ w 
and qniet 5 there wi l l be a Calm, as there was m the ( 0 ihip^'J » • ^ i 
after our Saviours (oming into i t . When God but appears 
tothc believing foul, and by thccyc of faith a difcovery is 

.taadc that It h hey darknefs, and fadncfj, and difconient, 
•and difmaicdncf^ and drooping, anddfXpondcncy do va-
nifh athisprefen'cc, and arc no more.;, - , ^ . -^ 

Many of the fonsof men, and they who have been the 
wifeftof all others in their generation, have 
time and mad: i t their work to find out the right C«rf ot'^^^ ^^^^ 

3gricfawd di(contentj and fome of them have pitchtupon 
Jairi tibicincs 

-oneway and fomc upon another; but going to work with- carmina fme-
oin the light of Scripture to guide them, coidd never hit fcr/d<2H/a'^m c4« 

•upon the true Remedy,but have all become id)vam in ihtir M^rhnftus 
^imaginations, and fljewed themfclves to he {6 ^hfi^''''"' ^^ZrZm exci-
-no-value. It i i God onely which CQ woundeth,. that can ^^^^ .̂y;,.yi.,,.„. 
cure the Wounds he makes, and that alone can teach us, ^j^j tumana 
what is the way to bear with patience and calmiefs of fpi- mUa qujdm 
l i t thofc affliaions, which drive others to their wits end, g'̂ ';'̂ ;̂;™^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

• and make them fick of forrow even to death. And here yc ŷ ^̂ ^ 
have, in my Text, a Remedy ag-iinft all kind ot grief, pScdJKora 1.21 
Godsown prcfcribihg, andithercforC an approved ope i t^r f j i ! .** 12.4. 
mutf need.be.-:. : . ^ ' ' -^rf)i^ol^.u 

I ftiall onely gi*c you a few inftances of the admirable 
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<;arc», that have been wrought by ih i i Remedy alone, up
on fome whofc affli<3:ion« have been mot heavy, and whole 
cafes hi appearance moil dcfpcratc,and then come to a word 
ofExhortaiion. 

1. Eli. Whofc heart would not have been ftruck dead within 
J I Sam. 3-him, by thofc tidings vfhcrewith Samufl Qg) acq lainted 

I / , £ / / f r o m G o d ? How could E/«e ̂  hcarechuf. but break at 
the apprchenfioa of thofe dreadfull judgments denounced 
agatnft his family, tlie very mention whereof was enough to 
make the ears o f ftrangcrs io tingle at «hc hearing > And yet 
with what admirable patience doth he take it? How calm 
is he ? How far from murmuring > And what wrought him 

(A) Verf. 18, to this pafs? even this Confidcration, (h^It is the Lord, let 
him do asfeemtb him good. 

2. Job. You have heard oi the fuffcrings of Job,yea,l am fure you 
never heard of any mecr mans fufferingi like his.Hc wag fo 

affliaedinhiieftaie, in hiifcrvants, in his children, in his 
wifcjin his friends,in his body from head to foot,in his foul, 
that there feemcd to be no place left, wherein to infl if t « 
new wound. How doth he take all his ? Doth he not ftorm, 
and rage, doth he not defpond, and dcfpair ? No, he k i f -
feth the rod, is dumb,and holds his peace, though provok
ed to impatience by the infligation of his wife, and upbrai
ded by her,for ferving a God that ufcd him no better. What 
was it, that could poflibly make a man take all this fo pati
ently ? This very confideration in my T*xt wrought him 

CO lob I . ar.rothiscompofedncfs; 0')God hath given, God hath tak^n* 
And when afterward hc had a little forgotten himfcif, and 
fpokcn M!iad»if dly, God was pleafcd but to remember 

^'^JJob 38. him, whofefJ^)hand htsafflftions came from, and that 
f OJob 40'4»' prcfcntly rrduced his foul to his firft caimncfs. ( / ) Jam vile, 

what (halllanfwer ? I will liy my hand upon my mouth. Once 
ha ve I fpokin, but I mil not aufwer, yeat twice, but I will fro -
ceedno farth*r. , « , . . r . . 

§. David. I might tell you how the Prophet David found the rare 
efiea of this Coofidcratien, for the quirting of his heart, 
many a time and oft, and in many afad cafe be was in , 
aud not when hc penned this Pfalm oncly. Bui 



But I w i l l give an inftance in one greater by far than £/ / , 4- Chnji. 
or joby or David, and one whofc foff:ring« did far furpafs 
all theirs put toficthcr, who, by this very confideration in 
theTtX', comforted himfelfin the bearing of them. *Tbe 
pcrfon I mean was the Lord Je^m Chriff j the fuflPcrings I 
ipeak of was that wrath and curfe of God, which he was 
to undergo for them whofe Surety and Mediator hc was, 
that Cup, which made h im(w) Sweat, as it were drops oj^"* J ' 
blood falling down to the ground. This Ĉ /p (dreadfull though 
It was,) hc took i t into his hand, and drank i t up, with 
this very Confideration in his mind; (^n^lhe Gup which Cn)]oh.i8.it. 
»_iy father hath given me, Jhall I not drink it? And again, 

I Willi but as thou wilt. This may fufficc to (OMat.2tf.39. 
ffl^*^ eff:^^L'al Remedy this is to work us, in our 

amittions, to fuch a dumbnefs and fiience, as the I'rophet 
»n my Text is commended for. 

Wc fh i l l now make ufc of t h i j , and the precedent point Vfe. 
both together, and that cnrly by way of Exhortation. AH 
ye Ions and datightcrs of afiliaion (therefore) into whoic 
bands God hath put any bitter Cup, drink i f , and hold 
your peace, though th : ingredientSvbcGall and Worm
wood ; Be dumb, do not open your ntouthi. I f y o u fay, I 
nn /k" T M I ''^ 'so '̂i fit of an Ague, that hcihould 
not DC cliiU : Haw can I be patient under fuch fuff rings as 
r W ''*B'""r, fofuddain, ib unexpefted, fo ir rcpa-
raoic. Know, you arc alJowcd to mourn, fo you do not 

; Vou arc not forbidden to grieve, fo yc be not 
ac|e«ed. He is an unreafonablc man that thinks ene fhould 
cei no pain whtn one limb is torn and piiUc.H from ano-

thcr. A l l that I drivt ar, is, th,^ would Lbour fbr 
luch a dumbnefs under Gods affl aing hand, as was before 
dcfcnbrd 5 that is, « Take heed of quirrcimg with Gods 

prtmdcncc, tak«heed of t dling out with waies of holi-
^̂  ncls; Rand not juliifying your felvcs and your own do-

» f y P " y " and meditation do your endeavour to 
^^quciiall titmultutnisrihn is in your hearts : hold your 

peace, and hearken that you may take out thefc lelTms, 
D « G o d 
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" G o d I J now reading to you in hi«School of afSiftion j 
** itcquiefce and r. ft fuiefied with Gods difpenfations: fub^ 
f< rcribciohji Wifdoni, Jtifticc, Holinefi, Goodncfs>and 
" T r u i h . This is, that you are t i j be exhorted to 5 This f 
is the work that now lies before you. But you w i l l fay, 
tonic, Do you think you can p;rrwade us to all this? I 
anfwcr. The truth is, God muft pcrfwade; yea, and he 
muftblefs thcPhyfick, elfc all is in vain. But this I am 
fureof, I can tell you, what i t is that Gods people have 
found to be the niofl: fovercign Remedy, for the curing of 
the moft heart-aking griefs j and that is this in mv 
Text. _ ' 

I remembar Tliny writing to a friend of his, arid acquain-
x.i6.i.Ey)i/?. T 2. ting him how much he took to heart the death of Corelliusy 
Proinde ad hibe an aged perfoq, one whom he exceedingly loved and va-
/o/4tw mihi: J ^^iQit hi« friend to fugged fcmcthine, that micht 
";"r ^^onifort him. But faith he. Do not think to do i t by fcl-
tret\hxc cnim I'mg mc he was an old man and, infirm, and pnc thatin the 
ttcvi} fed nova cowCc of Niturc Could not live long. Thcfe things 1 
aliqua, fed know, tell mc fomcthing that is new, fomething that is 
y^"'^ Twi'" ^'^^^^^ fonicthing 1 nev:r read, fonicthing 1 never heard 
quam, lege'rim ^^foic 5 for thofe things which I have heard, I often think 
nh-iiqiiam. Nam of, but my grief 18 too flrong and vehement to be qualified, 
^̂ w<̂ M̂ /̂ '̂i,9î ie and allayed by them. N j w i f any of you fhould impofc 
ligi, fponte fuch a law upon me, and bid me either tell you fbmc new 
/wccMiTiiiif,/ei jibing, to comfort you, that you never heard of before, or 
\mranm ''^^ y^""" " ^ '^h, th.u i t w i l l fcorn all that I can 
(p')%Ui'.2$).fay,0".(/')f-'^^"'' ' ' ' '« doththe J}jakh!gof afpear)md the 

fpiri t of impatienccjthat is in you,will not be laid :Though 
the task be hard, yet thus much, by Gods grace, 1 (hall un-
dcrta'e. 

1. To fugg«ft fuch Arguments to calm yourfpirits, as 
netihcr P/w/, nor any Heathen of them all ever heard, or 
dream'tof. 

2. To tell you fomc thing?, which ( i f you do knowj i t 
M f 7 u S r " to be feared you have forgot, or to be fure, do nor mind 
memria tenet, and take fufficicntly to heart. And i t is no fmall mercy 

to 
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C^9) 
to have known truths brought unto our remembrance up-
on occauon. It is a Icourtefic any of us would thank a 
h l v l ft - ' ' ' . ' ^ " ^ [ ' ^ ^''P ^° o""" P"'̂ e 2g"n' when wc 
naTeiottit, though he give us nothing but what wc had 
r i l l P«"dventure fomc may hear that, of which 
r . r n ; n r \ ^ n "^"^ " " " ' ^ 'g"orant; This I do fay con-
cernmg the Remedy I am now giving you the receipt 
of I t ,g the bcft in the world 5 i t hath, by the blcflingsbf 
A. 1 ''one'dmirable Cures upon the moft fad fouls, un-
dcrthc troft heavy aflliaions. What Vavid kid of Goli. 
h4h """^ affiimad of i t ; There is C0iSam.2i.i? 

POin^l!! ' t?r ^ ^ " r j ' ^ ' i ^ f'""^*^'' af'OVt this point to thefc two H;ads. 

Godl A ! W * ^"^i ^ ^ i " " " " ^ " " ^ confideration of 
bJth b i r p o k c ' n ^ ' " ' ^ ' ^ '""''"'^^ 

Now for^ie'u,? ^ '̂̂  % ^ ^ ^ ' ^ « f . o / t h i s M . t o . 
of o Z I? ? "^^^ ' 'ow this ConfuJerat^n i. 
aSh ' t t ^^^^^^^^^^ 

c o i H e r t " " t e S ' ' " " S us out of our impatience anddif-
ftd b j ; „ o ? h e ^ TTC " ^"r^'^* or fat Icaft) rcpref. 
fufFerinrS; r ^Pprchcnfion of Gods ha>,d in our 
PcS T ; f X T '"^'•^"^ drives away finfulldiflen,-
C« l« f t fo r ' V ' ^ ^J -̂̂ d was frighted away, 
h /wa , i^^f r S"9 ^" apprehenfion of the daugS 
n« was m from the PiiiljJlims. If by the evr of fai, h 

f o m « h i n l ^ , 7 ^ " ' ^ ' ' ^ ' " ? " " T " ^ ' " ^ " " " f Confolation, 
our for ow T ' r r - ' ^ «^^'gh againft 

S fe to b.ar h ^""fidcra.ion of the onc,̂  wc may be 
aoic to bear the other better. Wh:n you would make both 
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cndnofthiballincflCVfn, y^f tU' put more and mow into 
• the one end, t i l l yc get the other up. Now thh Confider

ation of God» hand, doth furnffli ujj(af wc (hall hear anon) 
with fandrv wslghfy Afgiinrnw of Gonfolation, enough 
to raifc the foul ch u is funk flccp«ft indefpondrncy, and fo 
miift n:cds be fpTi tm! toq lict and compofc the liearr. 

5, Partly it turns one forroW into another; aQ')for-
0>Cor.7.iQ.y(,jj, ffjgf caufeth death, into a forroie that brings repentance 

never to h repeated of: a forrow for fuff ring, into a for* 
row for fin ; and fo it worketh a tranquillity in the foul by 
diverting ourpalTiong into another chsncl, where they may 
take their courfc without any danger. Thus PhyficSans 
to flop bleeding in one place, do ufc the way of RsvuUioh, 
and open a vein foinc other where. The Confideration 
of Gods hand, w i l l raifc inour hearts a forrow accordingto 
God, and that fas M£)/« his Srrpcnt did with thole of the 
Magicians) wi l l cat up our forrows of other kinds. 

4. It works ( laft ly; a calmncfs in our fpirits, by turning 
our forrow at length into joy, converting our Wormwood 
and Gall into Wine, and insbling us by degrees to fiy, 
(t')Itis goodfor ine. The due apprchenfion of Gods hand 

COPf-«i?-71' in all our loffei and fufFerings, wi l l firft ftrikc us dumb, and 
make us filcnt; but thofc who arc thus dumb (!as hath been 
(hewed) fhall indue fcafon, find that promife verified to 

(M) Efa. 35-̂ " them, Cu')Tke lame man Jhall leap as aa bart,andthe tongue 
of the dumb Jhall fing. And thus it was with our Prophet at 

(;w)Pfa.94.i2 laft. (w) Blejfed is the man (is he fingi fweetly) whom tbou 
Xx)H.ii9.Ti- chaff neJ^O Lord, a»dteacheft him out of thy law. (x)Itis 

good form, that 1 have been apGed, thut Imight learn thy 

jiatutes. , r <r- n. •„ 
Ondy you muft know, that thcfc effcdts w i l l not be pro. 

duccd onafuddain; it is not to be cxpcftcd, that in an 
hour, or a day fuch an alteration fhould be made; There 
muft be frequent application of the Remedy, and the foul 

rv^iTim.4.is muft dwell in thcfe meditations and thoughts; (y^Bein 
Irnrvis i'^. them (as the Apoftles phrafe is^ chafe them there in by of

ten and much mufing upon ihcvii, and hearty praycc 
to God, withall, for the fcttiog them hom?. VKc 



( 2 1 ) ' 

c^Sr^'^-^'^"rT."""qyo"» what there hin this 
Confidcration o/<3«^j fesnd in our affltaions. to produce 
fuch cffcaa upon the fouJ, that is duly poffclTcd with ir. 
n„ Vri rc'^u^''^^ prcmfff, that though i t be a Meditati
on very ufefuU for al lm:n, in all their mifcries, yer, that 
one nuy rece.ve the fuH benefit of this Truth, i t i . n.ccf-
Mm L ^ ' S y ' i ^ * ^ '^'^ hath an intereftin 
fo l o r n ^ C r / ^ l ^ ' °^herwifeamans cafeisfo 
h\T( * ^^'d «o '^o'nfo" him, and keep 
hm from defpjir, farther than hc it willing, and labours to 
JJJ^^^Jj^^^condition as may make him a fubjeft capable of 

\~ncT/M%^'f ^ 1 A^«""«n"»<:ompn«dfinihcfe words 
of God l i fl KConf idera t ion of which, 'by the blelEng 
q f u , o t 7 j = ^ ^ " y ^° allay our forrow, to 

; ^ j " ^ i ^ i j * j h c m in three for,, , 

i n a n y k S d o f n X ' ^ " ' " " ^" ''^ 

fl a ion . ** L^'^- the children of God] in all their af-

pI«^oo, L ? f J J w , t " * * * ' P ^ ^ reference to Gods pco-
«nd hopeful! Child, f S ' I ' ^ ' '^"ff ' ' : «ndcr the lofs of a dear 

* i ie t inght rc today. « hath occafioncd our fad 

m c d i U i S ° G . i ' S J n ? "^'y fro"" this I -
a law of file,ice upon t h S l l ' l , ' " ^ " ^ ^ ^" whofoevcr to lay 

^ . •af f l iacd ; They aJc m-ne "^°"'^*> 
i * i» Hc afiliai you, wh'n 5. n • 

lydowhatfocverhiwi l l " n rafi-

them tn his aneer whrU tr i , , * ""^ 5 overtitrneth 

/ Powera lo l :^^a ;*d ' l f t fcl^^ 
3 - , drcadfull 
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Cb') Eccl.8.4- dreadfull, and carries a greai aw along With i t . Ch)Where 

the word of a King is ̂ though he be but a Mortal man) there 
Cc)Ptor.2.o.3. is power, *nd who may fay to him what dojitkou? (c)7ht 

fear of a King (whofc breath \% in his noftni i ) is as the roar-
ingofalion; he thai provtk^s him to anger fmneth againji his 
own foul. I f po'vcr be Co lormidabl^ in an earthly Poten
tate i how ^h^̂ ^ any of us dare to niurmurc againft his pro. 
cccdingSjinconiparifon of whom the moft poientMonarchs 
of the earth arc no better than fo many impotent and filly 
worms ? 

(dM'li\ 66 < ^* R.c;nt mbcr your fuffLrings come from the hand of 
; 1 ai. .5. [jin,^ ^ j , , ^ Qiyi, terrible in bis dmtgs to the children of men; 

yea, to thd g easdt of th^m; who brinj;* down the mighti-
( 0 Lam. 4- 5. eft from their Thrones, and makes (e) fuch as were bred up 

in fear kt to embrace dung-hills ^ ruines them and their fa
milies, when tbey Itemed to bo fettled paft danger of fhak-
ing. The other Argument was taken from Gods power to 
do what he plcaf:>.h, this frcni ihofe drcadfull effcfta of his 
power which are to \K fccni He not oncly can do, but a-
ftually doth thai which may well make ui dumbi when he 
meddles with us, or any thing that ia ours. How oft doth 
he deftroy whole Kingdoms and lay them wafte, and not 
make breaches in private families oncly ? 

3. Think of i h i i , your afil.^ionteome from hit hand, 
who i i Lord of all j I lold you what he can do, and what 
he doth i Now we fpeak of the right he hath to do what he 
plealeth. Such i t hi ; Dominion and Soveraigniy, that he 
m3.y do by right. Whatever hccando6j» might'. He is not 
accountable to any for his procecdingij nor tied to any 
Rulctogoby, buthis o w n w i i l . The Potter hath not fo 
much power and right, to do what he l i f t with his clay, at 
God hath over us and ours. Whan n cn meddle with per. 
fons and bufiiicflcs, that they have not'dng to do with , i t 
is unfufif^rable, and who can bear it? But when God med
dles with UI and ours, even the deareft thingo we have, i t 
is onely in what he hath to do, and more to do than wc, as 

'being Lord oj all. He it not therefore to ask cur leave, or 
to 
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toftay for our good w i l l , but may fave us, or deftroy u j , 
bo i ldu j , or pluck uidown, fettle us, or root'us up as he 
thinks good. He hath an abfolutc, unlimited and srbitra- j ^ j j ^^ 
ry power, and therefore uncontrolablc. And if God do 
butwhsthctnay, what are we, thatwc fliould ccn^plain? 
It wi l l not be ainifs a little to confider, whence this Domi ' 
nion of God come?, and what right he hath to i t , the 
more to calm our hearts undsr his Difpenfationf. 

Dominion among men is foundtd upon one or more of 
thefe 6. titles. 

1. Occupation; He that firft findes or lights upon any r̂̂ of. Jujt. 
thing, of which none can give any tidings who is the ow- ^ar.p/tn.S' /• 
•er, doth thereby become the Lord and Owner of i t . ^7'&c-

2. ponatien'. This and that men come to be poflcfled of 
«theirs , by gift from fuch, to whom thofc things once o f 
right appertained. 

3' Succefflan^ So children come to inherit after their 
taiherg death, that which was their fatliers. 

4. Turchafe; I f a man can fay, This is mine, and I am 
Lord of i t , I bought it with my money, or made a con
tra^ for i t , tis accounted a good Title, 

5'Wurpation-, So fonie attain that Dominion they have, 
(nrr.^ if T'^ht of Others, and wrcfting i t from them by 

^ . " ""5^* overcoming the others Right. This i a 
as bad a title as may be. ^ ^ 
J . Prejcriptioni That which a man hath fo many years 

guietly enjoyed (no great matter how hc came by i i ) he is 
judged among men to have a Title to 
a n d ^ ' o S n 1 ' " "^^^- ' T " by his Dominion, and Lordlh poverus; no ,h i , Soveraignty is founded up-
on infinitely better titles than any of tVre 7iiz 
nothin"a"^i^"""g°*" ''"^^''^g'by *iis own power, out of ^ f " -
nothing. Hismakmg all, gives him the Kingdom over 

^ 2. Hispreferving and upholding all things in the being 
he gave tfem at firft. For all creatures would return to no-
tning ( as icc doth to water, when the cold ceafcth ) i f 

they 



( / ) Hcb, I . s. they were not ftipporced (D h the mrdo[h\t Pow«t. 
3. HiabcinR The UlUndoUl I , fo r whofc fakf all thing* 

re)Joh.ii.3^ were made, (g) O/Jl̂ i/M, a»d through htm, and tohm art all 
things, (l^ [_''««oncly] bath ere fed all thhigs, [but ] for 

f"^^^"^'^'"'his Plea/ure ihej are and were Cheated. Wh»t exception then 
can any msn n«ke aggjnft his Doini»ion» and abfolute So-
veraignty ? What fhadow of an objefi:Jon can there lye a-
gaiuft hit Title ? And therefore what can be more rcafona-
ablc and fitting than to acquie fce in his Difpenfations, and 
by our dumbnefs 10 teftific our confcrtt to what he doth.? 
it God hsd nothing to do with u» and oars, or i f he were 
to ask our icarc firft, and yet fliould, without craving our 
good w i l l , meddle and do with us as he pleafcth, there 
were fome ground for murmuring. But whofc mouth 
muft not prefcntly be ftopt, i f God ftwuld fay to us in our 
impatfcncy,what ? Shall not 1 (for all you) do what I think 
fit with mine own ? Shall 1 make Creatures for mine own 
fake, and fiiall not 1 (without your leave) difpofc of ihcm 
as lpleafC' /• i - • 

4, Take notice your affliftions come from his hand, who 
i l infinittly wife, ( O " " ^ '̂ "^^ all things well. Do we not 

OMu^l il-^11 ftand amazed at that Wifdom, by which the Heavens 
and Ejr th , and all Creatures in both were made > And can 
we think God doth not order his Creatures, and govern, 
anddifpof; o f them, with as much wifdom as he made 
them ? Doubtlcfs, there is nothing amifs in his adminiftra-
ticnf. He cannot be fubjca to any error. His worl^ 

(<:̂ Deu32.4- jj^fyf^a. I f we could tell how to mend any thing that he 
doth we mi»',ht be borne with in our complaining and find, 
inp fault But dare any ofyou undertake that > Muft yoii 
no"tconfcf».vour felvcsto b i fools, and unfit to be of H i i 

• f^nnnfcl > Why then do you not lay your hands upon your 
mo h and . i n what he doth as bcft of all> whp 
co.!d chufe bu. b . ftruck dumb, if God ftiould fay, whercs 

CO 30b 33. 2. ( I ) the -.mn that darh^eth mnfeKby words wthout K«owledge> 
Muft I con.e and aik your advic^, and take your dma ion . 
tor what I am to do ? Muft my Wildora be taught by your 

• folly ? 
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folly ? M a f t I do notliing before' lhavc firft called ycu ^6 
counftU I f God fiiould challenge u»,thns,it would make us 
be ia J(As cafcj / ( w ) aUor myfelf^f^n) 1 have fptk^n o^^ctMtC'"J)fA>A^.i 
I wtllnot anfiver, yea tnfice, but I will vtoctcd noiMrthtr» IC"->J«* 

JfptnttH dvfiandajhti. 
5. When vou are afflia;ed(to keep you from impatl-

ence^do noi forgei your fuffchngs come from his hand, of 
wnoic meer indulgence it is, that youhaTc the comfort you 
yen enjoy; yea by whofe ooodnc uyou yet enjoy more mcr-
ciC8,than you hare Ioft,as you might foon fec.ifyou would 
[ei your felves to ad juft the Account. When people hare 
ioit fo much that they think they can lofe no more, nor be 
a they grow dcfperate, fpeak 
ana do they care not what. But while men have fomthing 
toiofc, a keeps them in aw, fpccially, i f they hold what 
tney have, «t the courtefic of him who hath taken away 
What they have Io». T i i i , i , o u r cafe; Allourloffcs and 
lofjcring, arc mfltfted by him, of whofc meer grace we 
hold the reft of our Comforts, and therefore it is bcft for 
us, to be dumb, Wbtrtfore dnb «living man complaiu ? I f our Lam. 3.39; 
own Ims be fpared, i t is an unreafonable thing to repine. 

o. Bethink your fclvesi Isnothe who now affl fts you, 
Z l T h i bavc often croir;d > One to whom you 

> M V . . f y ^° God,and Gad none to crofj 
you ? May you (think you; fct light by his will,andaiuft he, 

*t-'^'', '^'^P'"''^ o^ thwart yours > 
Whomadethis law? Ordo yon .h ink itequal? Qo)T>oye (o^GA 6 

-<^"trarytoyou, aswelasyouwa/kcomrarytahm . ^ »4. 

Dr?;oP^"^ 7 ' i ^ ' ' ' ^ ""J**^ '^'^ y*'"* whom vou have provoked to deal a great deal worfc with you > H tve not 
o n d v l " " ' K ^ ' ^ ; ^ r * " ' " " ^ ' ^P"*^^ rob^puniS^d not 
oncly thug, but (^q)ffaven tmei wore. You have luftone, C?)I^v.25.t4 
or two of your con.forri j but you dcfcrvc to be flript of 
ail. Now when (r) God exaUeth Uf, of m than our imqliue. CO ¥^»»• <5-
ctjerve, what caufe is there of a.mplaimnc? fliali be ihat 

E (faould 



fhouM of right be whSpc whh Scorpioni grumble vihtri 
he i»bu« corrected wlthrodi^ There 5« fo Jittic rcafon for 
that, that he may rather bJcfe God, i f h : fcspe fo well, 

8. But what fprak I of our defcrving n ore e»i|j from 
God inthif life : I f we confitler i t fericuny, we (hall findc 
ouraffliftions arc laid on by hl» hand, of whofc infinite 
mercy it i f , we ure yec on this (idc Hell. Shall thofc repine 
againd; temporal chaftifcmcnci, that might juflly be fcnt to 

(sj Ktr o.iS that place, (_s^lFhere the worm diethmt, andtbtfire gttth 
(t Jh*.Ta %.2t. (0 f ^ " "/the Lords mercies that we are net [^utter

ly]] cw/tfwr^/. I f a man b: but burnt in the hand, when 
he dcfcrve* to be executed, he doth not rrpine at the hard 
meafare he mcett with, but falls down upon hig knee», and 
acknowlcdgeth the nnercy of the Bench. This is our cafe, 
and therefore wc may well go our wayj& hold our tongue 
and be glad i f i t fare no worfc with us. Think therefore 
withyourfcI»ei, let your condition be as bad as it w i l l , i t 
is better with you, than it would be in Hell, whither you 
have deferred he fliould difpitch you,that hath laid this af.: 
fliftion on you. 

9. It is he. by contending and murmuring agatnft whom, 
nothing i t to be gotten bni the multiplicationj of our 

( H ) Job y.4,5 • blowt. Who («) ever hardned himfelf againjt him andfrt-
ffered? He is one that w i l l irr.rJ^ thofe, (be they never f b 
lloul.Jithatdo rcfufc to bend; The great contcit betwixt 

(w}Jer.44.»8 God and u i , i t onely thi*; Whofe (w'^will Jhall ftsndi 
Whether he, or wc (hall have the diipofing of our felves and 
ourg. Now he w i l l do with ui and ouri, ai he picafcth, 

fx)]oh 34.JJ whether we wi l l or no. ( x ) Should it he aceerding to thy 
mind? (faith Elihu)Hewill ricompence whether thou refufe, 
or whether thou chufe. What got Pharaoh by flanding i« 

0 ) Efa. 4S-9. out againft God, and refufing to humble himfelf? f ) , ) ij^g 
to him that Siriveth with ti( Makfr: Let the pot JheardJlrivt-
witbthe pot-Jheards of the earth. There ig no good to be 

• gotten by contending with one that is fo infinitely above 
our match. Our wife* way i i to be dumb, and to hold our 
ipeacc when he pleads with au by any of his judgmenti. 

n . Secondly, 



11. Secondly, There arc (vc») other Argument?, to in 
duce i i j tothif. dnrnhnefs under Gods hand, couched In thefe 
wordi \7hou didjl i i ] which do peculiarly concern God» 
p:oplc, though tholl b«forc mentioned do concern them 
alfo. 

I . Thofe that arc the people of God, may well take pa-
lienily any blowi thst arc reached ihcm by bis hand, Hc 
being theuGixJ inCovcnant.tbrough Chrift,One that hath 
made them bin cli|ifj,cn by adoption. An irgenuoiu Sc dmi* 
fu l l Son wiU bear and put up a great deal at a Fathers hand. 
Without fullcnncfs and poutine, though he could not fwal-
Jow i t f rom any other j (^z)fre have had ((vth the Apo- (^JHcb.l2.l. 
nlt}fiitbersofourfleJh, who have corrrded us after their ovrn 9-
fleafurti attd yetnehmve fhewtdttem reverence; perfevci 
red in our duty and obfcrvance of thtm. Shall m not 
WHCbrathtr be in fubjeaion to the father offpirits> Thiiwas 
the Confidcration with which oar blcfltd Saviour drank 
up that dreadfull Cup mentioned before, (a) Shall not iC*-^^""^-^^'^^ 
drink the Cup, that my father gives me to drink^? 

a. Such at arc the Saints of God may be aifurcd t i l their 
eviJioffuffcrings arc laid uponihcn^ by one that intends 
them no hurt at a!!. Affliaiom ("indeed) look with a tcr. 
ribic afpeft JO flcft and bJood, ihcy have the appearance o f 
serpents and Scorpions, and the like bancfull things, 
but they arc fcnt by him that means thtm no i l l ; Thefc M " - > « • 
fuffsrings of theirs, though they fcem to be deadly (and fo 
indeed they arc to unbelievers) and to tend to their undo
ing, arc but Serpents without fMngs, and fhall not (o much 
as (i-) touch ihcm to do them any real prejudice; butC^JPfa-pr.ioi 
are like unto the Viper on P«;//y hand, which he (baked 
of f and received no barm, A£i, 28. 15. Thin which 1 fay, 
cannot feem flrange to a child of God, wh«n even the Hea- . 
then man could tell his adverfiries that ihreatned hif. let £iifet.cal. 
death} Te may k,iU me, ifyou ipill, hut you cannot hurt-j 9. 
me* 

J. Did I fay. The affliaions of Gods Saints come from 
one tfaac intends ihcm no hurt > That is but a finall matter 
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Mala panalla In comparifon. H ; th.ic sfflifti chetn Intends thslreroof? 

boM,erantm "'JW? A id which w*y ? What thing is it that Hccannoc 

rOHcb.u.iolt , and conkls ic yoiirJcUcg, that ^'^\(e^is for your tra^7 
( f ) johj?. 7. t̂ -rft j-flrt w.?/ he made pmajtirs of his holitttfs • T/.>< f f f iT? 
TIae Unnes VSK/,? (hall fee and thank God (n^ZhP } 
7"P-rP^-T It would be too long, atprcfcnt, to t^H vo^^^hf 
things res fe- ^ , . ny a- , V . " yo^' how nianv 

; be- w»»i« ""'^ »o the advantage of Gods pco-
eaufctliey arcple, by bringing them unto a more clear knowlcdii 
not to be had God, and thcmfclm, by weaning them from the WorW 

K no for."P^^"'^.^''P7'r^^^ ^ T " . " ^ toth m their d e f c l 
row, ufually '"'proving their tauh and all other grace,, fay being Ijk^ 
V.now HQ God. (g) fire 4«iif/«/uocatout thofccorruptions, whichwould 
Oram fme ma- oiherwifc bred worma in their Confcience, and hind^ 

S ^ / r ^ ' " ' " ' " ' " " ' ^ P " " » '^"P'^g *«»^ co«: 
(VVwTar 9 49 '^"""^'^ fhe world. Thofc and many other benefit«,fuch 
r/jicor.n.32 belong to God get by being afflifted. God making the 
COJuclg.14.14 (0*"^^^ to yield them meat (according to Sampfons riddle ) 

ai.d ihtjirom to afford them fyvcctnefs. Their lo/Tes and • 
(UHcb.ia. 9-'-•'•̂ 'ITe* are fuch as thsy (_I{J Uvtt by, and do prove their 

lo.grcauligain 5 And therefore ( i f they cannot do it yet) thcv 
fiul l ere long be able to fay, as he did, I had been undone if I 

ThemijiQcl. ^/^J „r4 been un'lone. ' •' ' 

4. B ic thisisnot all5 Gods peoples fuffsrings arc i n -
^'ftiftLd by one, who hath already bcflowcd upon thctn 

ihar which may counter-b.dlance and weigh againft all 
their forrows; God haih given them ihofe things which 
arc more thaM enough and enough again, to fetch up their 
hcans when they arc f ink lowcft in dcfpondsncy becaufc of 
any cutward crofi. To know God and Chrift,what an i n -

C-OJoh. 37- 3- finite mercy i« i t ?( / )J tw// / ff te) '«/»/ :H:vhit hath attained; 
. this. 
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»hii knowledge, God hin . fdf allcwB him te ( « 0 l^' ' ' '/-WJ*'?-'*.' 
To havcpardoncf fin, to be juftificd JnGodg figl-, f<e 
what fomc bid for fuch a .mercy, (u) thoujavds of raws, ttn (nJVi.k.6.6,j; 
thcufaKds of rivers of oyl, the firji torn of their body; tiny 
would pan with any oi thcfe things for i t , and ibink they 
made a good purchafetooj To be adopted the child o f 
G o d , what would not a man give for fuch a privilege, 
i f I t were to be bought ? To have part in Chrift, to have 
Union and Communion with him , is thtreany thing in 
the World worth the talking of the fame day with it? A l l 
thefc things (and yet thefc arc not all) God hath conferred 
upon thofe that are his. Now take your calamities, (you 
people of God J and ( o ) weigh them in a ballavce, and admit ^,_;]ob 6.2,|i 
v\tn\toheheavitr than the [and; yet is not here enough to 
weigh againft them? W i l l none of thofe things, wi l l not all 

> , ' " 5 ° " " t " v a i l thofc lofTesandjffliaionsyouarcun-
~r' ' f ' hc C„p Gcd hath given you to drink fobitter? 
tnat an thofc things are as good a« nothing to fweetcn it > 
t>an yc have more caufe to be de jtacd cither for ®ne thing 
or another, than ye have to be cheered in the apprchenfion 
ot your intercftin fuch things as thcfe? Suppofc Chrift 

Tv^ . r r ' r <^'»fi^''^'^»^ of God ke fmall in your Cj))]ob - s, i i . 
Wh ch v " " long of your unbelief, for ' 
Which you have infinite caufe to be huni led. 
fiodlvUrnmS'/;' Jjour affliftions come ( I fpeak of the 
f W e n i l n r ^ '^^ '̂̂ ^h (as i f what he hath 
do f n / u P"/*"' "^T ^^'^'^ of what hc Will f 
aoJor you hereafter, and given vou livcIvhnr M cA fnrh^'' expnmere, 
eJrZj I ip'/^^^^'fJ"-^, earnez tr heard, neither hath it pjeft. 
tih\l,^ Va^''r' i ? See how contemp- (7^. Cor. = 9. 
tibly the Apoftic fpeaksof the (ufTcringi of this lifein com (ORO>T,.8..8. 
parilon of thefc things, ( r ) 7 « « « t not the fpfirines of this 
prefenttme, worthy to be compared with the glory that fhaUf'^f^'J^'J''' 

E J ke. 
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be revtaled. One would think a lively hope of bcina ad
mitted to iht Beanfiial vifion, and eternally eying God 
ftould be more than enough to dry up all our tear?. And 
doub.lcft, ifour hope, of heaven were more firm and ftcad-
lair, though they could not privilege ug from amftif .n 
they would arm our hearts fo, that i t would not be pofliblc 
for anysffl.aion to pierce them through. P"'"o»c 

6. Again, The godly may red alTired that their affl;»s 
ons are fear from no other but him, who hath f i n the n 
fcafon t i l l ihcycomc to hcavenj engagedfi )>/.«•// " 

0')^t]a.Ji.6. leave them, mrferfahetheni, (i^but willbe\^it^!l 'l'^'' 
OJ^A,... they pafs through the fie a j J a t i , wi l l not Z t c t ^ ' r 

ftituteof his grace and mercy, bt't wi l l be prcfe J ™ ; i ! 
them, by his Spirit, in all their fufFerings. If God n,n M 
caftus intothc water, and there leave us tofliifr , 
fclycs, and take no farther caic of us, whether wc finif"*^ 
fwim, our cafe would be fad : and i t would be ha?d 
find any thing, that might yield us coaiforc. But th,^ 
mansunbchcfishisgreatcftmifcry, thatihinks h i s m i r r l 

7- Confider, Is not this Affliaion of yoqrs his doins.to 
whom ye have vowed and fworn Obrd cncc; Obcdincc a 
aire, todo that which may plej.fc him}Obedience paffiv. 
to be pleafcd with what he doth ? And i , there not r e S 
then for you to be dumb, and to hold your peace? W II 
you make vows to Gud, and break them when yc have 
done > bindc your felvcs to God by Corcnant, as by bonds 
and words, and will you, when y ju are pur upon the t r i 
al, how you wi l l take any thing at Gcdi hand, carrvyour 
fclves, as i f you never meant, ( for all ycur vowi) he Ihould 
cither meddle with you or yours, firihcr than you your 
ftlves Ihould think fi- ? Is not this mocking o fGod > Nay 
Godwin noa be mocked, but this wi l l p*ovc bittcrncfs in 
the latter end. 

S. fu io t (his God who affl'ft^you, he whofc wi l l v i 
have prayed done m earth, as it is done in heaven? 



( 3 0 
Have vc not rftcn trade thU yt ur petulon nnro hh.Majc-
fty? And wil l yc nowbesngry, »rd impatient, God 
ftiould railicr have his w i l l done, than you yours? W i l l 
you take on, as i f i t were more meet God fliould fubmit to 
your w i l l , thjn you to his? 

9. LjftIV) let not this be forgotten; you fons and dauf h-
tcr8of.iffli£l:ion arc under his hand, who doth (tt)«ot w// 
litiglj corrcft ; he would not do i t , i fyou needed i t not, and 
thctt{orc(^w) affliOs Jiouinvery faitkfullnefs. God makes 
^ii people (^^.-^ l^eavy hut when need requires; when as wife 
and loving parents, corrcft their children left oihcrwifc 
they (hould be fpoilcd. A child left to himfcif, brings his 
father to ftiame, and himfcif to ruin, and therefore arod 
of correaioH it hut rtqaiRte to Mve ( y ) away the foUjy that 
Is hound up in his heart. Hence is that pathetical cxpreffion, 
CJhus faith the Lord ofHoffs, Behold I will melt them and 
tty them, for how (hall I do for the daughter of rtiy people ? At 
ii he ftiould fay,Thcrc is no other remedy. I f other warning 
Would fcrvc the tHrn,God would not teach us by briers and 
thornes. But better weep here, than gnafh our teeth herc» 
after. And as God corrcfts, but onely when need requires, 
fo he corrcfts no more, n©r no longer. There is not one 
ingredient, not one jot of gall put into our Cup, more 
thanhe iudgeth ncceffary for u«. Al l thefc things confi-
dercd, whatcaufc have any of Gods people to be impati
ent . How fit and meet is i t they (hould be dumb under his 
afiliaing hand ? 

i l l . Thirdly, I now proceed to thofe Arguments of patii 
«nce,which may be fetcht from thefc words [Thou didji i t ] 
that concern fpccially fuch fcrrants of God, as ftjfTcr in the 
lofs of ^ dear and hopcfuU Child, fuch a l o f i as hath, to 
day, occalioncd our fad meeting here. 

I . It is hc jff l if ts you thus, to whofc indulgence you arc 
Uiankfully to aicribc i t , that your f ^ J tentationis hut com-
man and ordinary. I t is a fad thing for one to be afflia-d 
inanix-roplary v^y, fuch an one, at either cannot at alf, 
or-not eafily be paralleled. Some of Gods people have been 

fo 
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COLanJ.i.ii.fc afflia.-d that they might fay, Cb^Ts tktre any hodjs fonew 
like uftontj forrow? And God owgyou no more than he 
did them? Yet even infucha cafe, though very fad, yt 
have fecn how Job did bear up h i i fplric by this confidera. 

fOJobi.2if.tIon, (ic) that all w/IS Gods doingi when ht could not findf, 
or hear of any In the world, whofc fulFjringt were comoa-
rablctohiSf Nowto lo fea Child that w« dearly loved 
one that was hopcfull, and that wc had ground to think 
God had made his, by Adoption, what affliaion is i t more 
than thoufands of Gods people have had tryal of? 

3. But f^^coadly, I pray Qonfider, It is he hath taken 
him, who hath (hewed you more favour, in takinc one 
that came otit of your loyns to wait upon himfclf. and fee 
his face in glory, than he hath doneyou injury in remo
ving him from you. Was it not your ambitio^ he mightf 
go to heaven, and wi l l you be troubled overmuch now he 

idjitm,i6. IS gone > Did id) Saul do Jejfe any wrong, or did he 
19-think ic would bcfo interpreted, when hefent forhisfon 

David, to come and wait upon him at Court > But you 
would not have had him gone fo foon; you would ftill 
have enjoyed hira a little, and a little longer, and have had 
him to have lingrcd here. I t fccms then all the difference 
betwrixc God and you. Is onely in point ofa little time more 
or lefs: That which God hath done now, you would have 
had him done hereafter. But can there be any good rcalcn 
whyyou(honld be tormented, becauIcGod hath made one 
of yours happy fo foon ? 

3. Tell me, Is not God who hath taken your Child he 
whofc your Child was, infinitely more than he was yours ? 
Did you frame him, and fafhion him? Did you cither 
make his foul, or fo much as one parr, or mcinbcr of ).{, 
body? Or i f anyone had been wanting cou'd ynu (,3^^ 
made up that dtfcft ? Though you might challenge m e t 
intercft iu him, than any upon earth, y twhat was your 
Intereft in him, if compared with God?"? D > not yf n ki.ow^ 
that in tcfpcft of-hat intercftGod had in biiti,yoii thuup.h 
his Parents) were no more than pcrfong ontl) iniruft: d to 

« breed 
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( 3 3 ) 
breed him, and bring bim i p for his htava ly Fathti ? 
And muft he rot gc,cr wiH y( u be f rc i b id ' , i» f e gc,v hoi 
his father and yotirs fends fc» him > Our bkflcd Saviour is 
propounded to us for a pattern of obedience, ard (_dyt<lje- (</3Luk.2 
fiiiJMto earthly paieni8 : butheintiftgo, and be, viiiither, fwrn. 51. 
and where his heavenly Father called hin:, and enjojncd 
him, for all them: and they nuift fiibniir, and talk no 
more of their fntereft, when Gcd challcrgeth his. 

4. Itishchaihtakcn bim, tvhois wifcr than ycu, ard 
onely knows from how many evils and reikricr, hc, by 
death, is freed, that we who arc left behind may live to fee 
andfuffcr; who can tell what fad tin-ts arc coming? and 
is i t not then a mercy to us, and ought wcnor, notoncly 
to be patient but ihankfull (though it is an hard It ffofi) 
when we have caufc to hope that any of ours are got fafc to 
heaven, where fl (h, and devil, and world ihall not be able 
any more to annoy them, to all eternity? 

5. When you think who it is hath taken him from you. 
Remember i t is hc to whom when he was baptized you did 
voluntarily dedicate and devote him. We and all curs 
ate at Gods difpofal, whether we w i l l , or no (as we heard 
before) and there is no help for i t ; yet God loves that wc 
r X r K ^of'^'" of what is his own 

I ' ^f '̂d have at his pleafurc, 
^o wc what wc can to ihe contrary) and heaccepfs it gra-
ciculjy when wc do fo, as an aft of our fervicc and homage 
tonmi. Btit fhall we give and take? Surrender up curs to 
VJrod, and pretend to do i t cordially, and when it comes to 
tne point, flrugglc, and hold back as far as we are able, 
and part with that, which wchavc by our own aft given 
10 God, grudgingly and with an i l l w i l l > I f wc do not 
™»n togivc up our felves, and ours to God, why do wc 
play the hypocrites, and pretend it ? Ifwc do i t really and 
in good carncf}, why do we repine when-God takes but 
tnatj which is hot oncly his own, but which wc have free
ly given him? 

^- I fliall add but one Conlidcration more, which was 
F fiiggefled 



fuggcfted by a Rc«rcnd and worthy Man, Tis he hath ta
ken your Son, who did fo freely give you hi«. God fpa-
rcd not his oncly Son for you, but was williug to give him 
up even to the death, and thought not much to part with 
him : and while you think of what God hath done in this 
kind, i t cannot but fccni a poor thing, ( in your own eyes) 
for you to part with yours when he wil l have i t to be fo. 

A l l thefe things laid together, 1 (uppofe you wi l l fay, 
the Confideration of Gods hand in allour afH ftions hath 
enough in i t to make us f ibmifs and calm, to make us p j . 
ticnt, and contented. In a Word, to make us dumb andfii^nt 
under his fliarpcft Difpcnfations. 

And now I fliall adventure to open and fearch the wound 
of thofe our worthy frfends who arc laoft concerned (and 
with whom wc fympathiz:) In this fad lofs : and for whofc 
fake ( f p j c i a l l y ) 1 have provided the plaftcr, the in
gredients of which 1 have been fo long In giving you the 
account of. And though 1 fliill ( I believe) make the wound 
bleed afrcfli, by telling you, in their hearing, what i t is they 
mourn thus for; yet having a Remedy at hand fo foveraign, 
and fo approved, I hop: by the Application of i t , their fot-
row w i l l , in fome good fbrtjbc allayed. 

I had thought to have reduced what I have to £ay con
cerning this fweet Child that is gonr('and fo I cafily tr ight) 
to three heads : hit parts, which appeared in hirn very car" 
l y : his piety, ofwhich he gave good evidence: and his du-
tifullnefs to his Parents, which was at remarkable as the c. 
ther two. But I my felf was fo aff Scd with fundry paf. 
fages concerning him(which I have to tell you) at they 
came fuddenly to my mind,that I (hall even rcprcfcnt them 
to you, in the fame order, wherein mine own thoughts at 
firft met with them, not ftanding upon any method. 

This fwcct Child was five ycers and an half old com' 
pleat, within two, or three dales, when God took hittu: 
But he had arrived to that in five years and a little more, 
that fomc which are here ( I am afraid^ have not arrived to 
in ten times that fpacr. B$ 



( 3 5 ) 
He had Ic«rn'J his * Catcchifra throughout, and began » The Affm-

to learn i t over again w k h the prooft out of the Scripture ^ i « S f m ' " 
at large, wherein he had made fonie progreff. Yet did he 
not learn thefc things as a Parrot by rote, without under-
ftanding what hc f a id , but could give a good account 
(much beyond wbat might be expcftcd in one of his years) 
ot'thc fcnfc and meaning of what hclearn'd. O f this, both 
oiherj, and I my fclf have made fome experience. 

Neither did he look upon his Caiechifm onely as a task 
impofed upon him by his Parents, which he was to learn, 
for fear of the rod: but took a great deal o f pleafure in i t , 
-ind would often have i t at night to bed with him. Some 
||ood acquaintance alfo he had gotten with the Scripture 
Uory. Thefc things argue both parts, and fomething of a 
piouj difpofition likewifc. How few fuch of his age are to 
DC found > ° 

He met one day ( i n a Gcntlcwomans Chamber, who 
f n V " a j " ^ * ' ) . ' ^ " ' ' a book that treated of thepaflion 

ol Chrift, and reading a little in i t , faid hc liked the Book 
Well, and that he would read i t over. So hc began and 
read fomc few pages, then turned the leaf down, and the 
«^xt day came again and began where hc left, and fo from 
d jy to day t i l l he had read a confiderabic pan of i t . 

Hc was averydutifull Child to his Parents, and would 
exceedingly rejoyce, when he had done any thing, or car-
ricd himfcif fo, as to picafc them. 

He was taken with the Book called The Praaiceof Piety. 
and delighted to be reading in ir. 

His Father fpcaking to him one day about the Devil and 
Hell, and things of that nature, asked him i f hc were not 
afraid to be alone > He anfwered no; for God would de
fend mm. HIS Father asked him, why he thought fo> Hc 
rcplycd , that he loved God, and that hc hoped God loved 
him. But(faith.his Father) you have been a finner, and 
Jjod loves not finners. But l am forty for my fins (faith 
hej and do repent. Repent ? (rcplycd his Father) do you 
know what repentance means, and what belones unto i t ? 
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And he give hunagood account of the apprchenfion h i 
had of ihe nature of that grace, according to what he had 
Icarn'd In his Ciccchifinj bat yet in his own words and ex-
prellions. 

H ; would oft ask his Sifter (who was fomewhat yonger 
than himfclf ) wlicthcr (h; trutted in God, and loved God ? 
and would tcil her that if flic fought God, God would be 
found of her, but i f the forfook God, Gad would caft 
her ofFfor ever. 

He cook that delight in his book,that his Father and Mo-
thcrc hav; fecn caufc fomitimcs to hide away his book 
from him. 

H : was never obfcrved to difcovcr any pouting ord i f -
concent, when upon any occafion he was correftcd And 
you muft not think I am telling you the ftory of one, in 
whom ^i«;M (as they feign of Bonaventme) newer Cinned 
There is that joolifhtiefs bound up in all childrens hearts, that 

. IS; willjometintes need the rod of correUion; though there be ve
ry few in whom there appeared Icfs than in him. 

The day before he died, he delired me to pray for him. 
I told him, i f he would have mc to pray for him, he muft 
tell mc, what I (hould pray for j and what he would have 
God to do for him. He anfwcred,To pardon my fins. 

Of t upon his fick*bcd he would be repeating to himfclf 
the 55, Chapter of Efaj, and other pieces of Scripture 
which in the time of his health he had Icarn'd by hcarr. 

But that paflage inthcforementiontd Chapter was moft 
frequently in his mouth, and uttered by him with much 
affcftion: My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are niy 
waies your waies, faith the Lord.f, For as the heavens are 
Ugherit^MH the earth, fo are my waies higher than your waiet, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts: as i f GodC out of this, 
CwcaBabes mouth')\idLd, in thefe word?, read to his Parents, 
a lefturc of (iicncc and fubmiffion under his hand, and 
taught them that he muft be dealt with and difpofcd of, not 
as they, but as his heavenly father (whofc thoughts ware, 
far different) (hould think fitting. 



( 3 7 ) 
f Otic time lie brake out into this exprtfllon. My Gcd, aiy 
God deliver mt out of this mifcry, and from the paint o f 
h el 1 forever. 

A little before his death he brake out into thcfe word*, 
My fins pardon, nw foul favc for Chrif t hit fake. 

I cannot blame thofc v?orthy p;rfons fo nccrly related to 
hira, though they mourn at parting with fuch a f^cct and 
hopefuU Child j any more than I could blame them for 
feeling pain, if one of their limbs were torn from another. 
Onely they muft not mourn to defpondency ; and I hope I 
gave them fufHcient reafon why, before. 

What an inftrument o f Gods glory might he have pro
ved ? What a deal of fervicc might hc have doneto God ( in . 
all likelihood) had he lived to old age? But it was Gads 
doing. 

I fhall onely make two, or three Animadvcrfions upon 
the whole, and conclude all with five words of Application. 

How many arc there that live to fifty or threefcore yearf, 
of whofc life fo good an account cannot be given as of this 
little one, of five years of age and an half? ^ - i ; 

How many Gentlemen be there, of whonj when thcydie, 
all that can be faid is this, They were born, they did cat, 
and drink, and play, and hunt, and hawk, and lived like 

niany wild Ajs-coltsy never minding any thing thatcon. Job 
cernd Gods glory, or their own falvation, cither when 
they were children, or after they came to mans cftatc, and 
fo dyed, and dropt into hell ? 

How many others be there, of whom when they die all 
that can be faid is this; They were born, they did cat and 
drink,and moil and labour for the bread that pcriflicth with 
all their might, but neither knew, nor cared to know what 
they were born for, like brute creatures oncly minding pre-
fenc things, and thus fpcnt fifty or threefcorc years, and fo 
di:d, and went down to hdi? 

How much more comfortably might a Miniflcr o f the 
Gofpcl admit to the Sacrament of the Lords Suppcr,fuch a, 
Child as this, notwiihftanding his years, than thofc of ten 
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(Itneshfs age that are "children (would to God they were 
like fomc chUdicn) In underftanding f 

I fliall make Application of what hath been faid touching 
him, in five words. 

1. To all in general, to admire a»d adore Godg grace, 
which doih (h:w It CcU, and woi k thus in little ones. Da 

——UuJes notfiijr. A l l this was nothing but his education. Blefled 
five tHus in God for his education : and thofe children have caufc 
^^"^"'inu to Î'=̂ » whofc parents have been carcfuH to bring 
llaules chrifli. them up in his fear. But furc it was fomething clfc, for we 
iiKf. rtt/Wfr. fee how different waies thofc take, that have one and the 
Cm. fame education. I f education would have done the thing 

Cwithoat Gods blcffiug) doubtleCs £//,and Vavir'f ind ma
ny othc«8of Cods S>*ints, had never had their hearts bro
ken, bv the ungracioufnefs of their childrcn-

2. To P«rf:nts, to encourage them to be dropping prin
ciples of Religion into thcirlittle ones, and to be doing i i 
bctimci tof:afonthc veffr! firft, i f poffiblc, with the feat 
of God. We know not how foon God may be pleafed to 
work upon the hearts o f our children, even the youngcfl; 
df them. 

3* T o young one«,that they would learn to imitate and 
follow this example, that hath been fet before them. Learn 
to know God,and remember your Creator betimes: Learn 
to pay the duty and obfcrvance you ow unto your Parent!. 
This is a thing well-plcafing unto God. 

4. To old oncB, that cc me fliort of this fweet Chi ld j 
Blufti and be aftiamcd (man !) to be fourty or fifty years o f 
agc,(itmaybcmorc,)&yetout-ftrippcdby a Child of five 
years and an haIf,not to have attained fo much knowledge 
of God, and the things that concern your fouls, in all 
thefc years, as he had attained in fo fliort a fpace. Learn 
to know God at laft, get acquaintance with the principles 
of Religion, while you have yet a day, while ye have yet 

Ohjeg. an hour left, before ye go hence, and be feen no more. You 
w i l l fay, would you have us old folkf, (at this age,) go 
karn the Catechifm like children ? 

I f 
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I f y o u do not know thofe thfngi already, why not? I Anfif. 

am furc you were better dofo , than have Ghriji come in t ThcCi.a. 
flamingfiretotakf venganct onyoubecaufeyouknow not God. 
h is better by far to let your felvcs to the learning of the 
points in theCatechifm, than to go to hell for your igno
rance, 

5. To thofc worthy perfons, the neer Relations of this 
fwect Babe that is gone; God hath but taken up this l i t -
tlc Lamb to heaven, to make you, in your hearts and afFc* 
aions to follow after. Thcreis a part o f you in heaven al
ready : He njuft not come again to you, make fure that you 
meet him there. And when you think how dearly you 
mifs him. Remember but who hath taken him. Submit 
to, and acquitfee in Gods difpenfation. Remember i t i t 
nu hand. Some have thought there was no fuch Remedy 
ror the difeafc called the Kings-Evil, as aftrokc with the 
Kings Hand: but this I am furc of, there is no fuch way to 
•bate the anguifli of our fouls under any fmarting blow 
from Gods Hand, as the fcrious confideration o f Gods 
Hand, from whence the pain comes. Do not forget the 

Bedumb, openmtjourmonths: notoncword: IfMi^*^*^ 
Gods doing. 

Imprifftatuf 
Septemb, 10' ' ' . 
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