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READER

that hnew bim [ay, that he was a
man endued with the wifdom that is from above,
that is firft pure, and then peaceable , gentle,
( meek, moderate, ) and eafie to be intreated,
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiali-
ty, without hypocrifie 5 therefore it is conceived
that any thing which he had defigned for pub-
lick ufe, may be well accepted of , by all thofe
that defire to follow after peace with all men, fo
far as is confiftent with purity : Whether the de-
fign of thefe Remains of bis be not to vindicate

the truth, and to promote purity firft, and then

peace, is left to thee tojudg after thou haft in-
partially perufed and confidered them in the
A 2 fear

i aa

- & R & thou baft Jome Remains of
+he Reverend and Learned Mr.
Corbet late of Chichefter 5 Thofe




fear of Godsand if 1in any meafure they con-

duce to fo good an end, it is hoped thow wilt be
thankful 16God for the benefit which the Church
of Chrift, and therein-thy felf; may|t receive by
 the ufe of them.T hou haft them juft as they were
left under bis own baids; if bimfelf had lived
20 publifb them, thou mighteft poffibly have had

them in [ome berter method : but it is not
 thought fit that any other perfon [bould take

wpon hin: 10 alter any thing in them.
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The Nancon?ormiﬁ‘s Plea for Lay-
Communion with the Church

of England, &c.

Otwithftanding my Nonconformity, and theexer-
cife of my Miniftry in that {tate,Jam inclined upon’
the following confiderarions to have communion

with Parifh- Churches in the worfhip of God, at:

thofe times in which our own Congregations do
" not require my prefence therein.

1.1 own Parifh-Churches having a competent Minifter;and num-
ber of credible Profeffors of Chriftianity, fortrue Chusches, and
the Worlhip there performed, as well in the Liturgy or’ Com-
mon prayer, asin the preaching of the word, and prayer before
and after Sermon, to be in the main found-and good for the fub-

fance or matter thereof. And I may not difown the famein my"

practice by a total negle& thereof, for my judgment and practice
ought to be concordant.

2. Tho 1judg their form of Worfhip to be in many refpeéts lefs
perfe&t than is to be defired; yet I have found my heart fpiritually -

affeéted and raifed towards God therein, and more efpecially in the

receiving of the Lords Supper. 1judg that this form may be-ufed”

formally by the Formal, andfpiritually by thofe that are Spiritual.

Ttis my. part. to make the the: beft- of it, being the ERablifhed

Form.

3. lam defirous of joining, as far as I may, withall Congrega-
tions worfhipping God in Chrift; out of my high regard to all’

Chriftian Worthip, and out of my love to the communion of

Saints univerfally, and a defire to teftific that J am atruly Catho-

lick Chrifian.

4‘5 vThO »
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4. 'Thol am conftrained by force of confcience to be among

thofe that diffent from the enjoined Conformity 3 yet my defign

and bufinefs is not to advance a fevered party as fuch, but true
Chriftianity or godlinefs among all that profefs the Chriftian
Faith, and what in me lies to keep up a Reverend efteem of Gods

Ordinances celebrated among them all.

§. Tho I have reafon to have a very tender regard to t!mfe t,hat
ownand accept my Miniftry, for their edification and fatisfaction,
yet by ways of love and concord 1 am to feck the edification of

others alfo, while I lay no ftumbling-block before the one or the
other fort. :

eAgainft the putting of this intention in praftice, Imeet with
thefe Objeltions.

Olj. 1. 1may feem a contradiftion to my felf, and to jultifie

~ what I difallow, having refufed to give my aflent and confent to all

and every thing contained in the Book of Common-Prayer. hi

4nf. 1. Thedenying of affent and confent to all and every tning
contained in that Book, doth not gainfay the lawfulnels of parta-
king in that Worthip, it being found for the fubftance in the maua,
and the mode thereof being laudable in divers forms and'order_s.anf
paflable in the moft, though in fome offenfive, inconvenient, or lefs
perfect, 2 :

2. The chief matters for which I refufe to declare an affent as
15 enjoined, lye not in rhe ordinary Morning and Evening Pt‘ach'i
but in othcr parts, as the ‘Order of Baptifm, Confirmation, Buna_
of the dead, ¢¢. and in certain Rubricks or Rules to which 1 can
not fubfcribe, : aiip DA

0%. 2. Itis to countenance a more defeétive and 1t.1con\f'€n;¢“t
way of worfhip, and it tends to the rooting of othersin their for-
mality, and to the encreafing of their number. .

Anf. 1." My partaking in any Divine worihip which s hoi_y ‘art‘)
good for the matter, and allowable or paffable for themodein the
main, doth not involve me in the blame of fome finful defells
therein, to which 1 confent not, and which I cannot redrefs.

2. I donot acquiefce m this Form of worfhip only, nor do I'by
my example induce others fo to do, fecing in other Congregatxcns
1both difpence and attend upon the word and prayer in another

¥exm, and judg it neceffary for me fo to do, S
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table that this form is {o far profitable and
for the defe@s found therein, there is no
caufe of renouncing it, or the Communion of the Churches for
its fake, efpecially while other prayer and the preaching of the
word is not thereby excluded.

Objett. 3. ltisagainft our engagements for reformation,
An. 1. Tamengaged to indeavour reformation only according

tomy power and calling, and this praétife doth not gainfay my in-

deavours of the fame within thofe limits. )
2. My engagement to indeavours of reformation, dothnot ne-

ceffitate me to unwarrantable feparation. .
3. My engagement to indeavours of reformation,

gage me againt Schilm. ; :
Objeét. 4. lrwill offend (" thatis to fay, difpleafe) many of my

own fide, :
no reafon to be more offended with me for

An, 1. They have on |
praltifing according to my principle,than I am offended with them.

for pracuiling according to theirs. :
2. Itis a trouble to me to do any thing in Religion, difpleafing.

tothofe that are ferioufly religious, and more efpecially to thole
that own my Miniftry, and {uffer under thefame impofitions un-
der whichI doybut 1. may not fin for their fakes by arenouncing of
true Churches, or by a perpetual negle& of communion with.

them.
Objeét. 5. 1t may prove anoccafion of raifing a greater enmi-

3. Ttis to me indubi
edifying , asthat meerly

doth alfo in-

ty againft thofe that cannot be fatisfied to partake in this worfh p,.

yea, it may ftir up a greater feverity againl them,

An. This obje&ion ( if thatwhich is fuggefted in it be true).
isof greatmdment,for [ mufthavea tender regard to confcientious-
brethren and muft not ufe my liberty to be an occafion of their
fuffering. But to this I fay, i

1. The moderate judgment and pradife of fome ('who inthe
mean time have maintained their plea for reformation, and exerci«-
fed their Miniftry according to their capacities and opportunitics )

,ha[t}h been advantagious to the general intereft of Nonconfor-
‘mifts, ;

*2, Tf fo bad a‘confequence fhould indeed follow, as isobjeéted,.
I would for that feafon forbear the faid ufe of my libexty ;and.para:

take with my brethren in their {ufferings.
| Ok
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Obj:&k. 6. It may weaken my own party, and make many of
them more indifferent towards reformation. :

An, 1. Ldifclaim being of a party as fuch : I confine not god-
finiefs to any peculiar ‘way narrower than mere Chriftianity. If
any among us place their Religion in beingof a party, they de-
ceive their own fouls, and it behoves.me biing a Teacher among
them to lct them underftand fo much. :

‘2, While [ ufe'my liberty,and fhew my moderation and charity
} towards all true Churches, I donot thew an indiffercncy towards
41l opinions,and forms, and conftitutions, but by word and deed I
manifeft a defire and indeavour of the beft conftitution, that hath
the greateft tendency to make the beft Chriftians, and to advance
holinefs and peace in the Churches

Objett. 7. It may raite fufpiti ons that T may proceed forther in
- Conformity, and that I am but a lukewarm Nosconformift.

: eAn. 1. The Ringdomof God ftands not either in Conformi- -
‘ ( ty or Nonconformity as fuch. ~ ] '

2. 1 defire that my z:al in the matter of Nonconformity may be
proportionable, that is neither more nor lefs than the thing it felf
xequires, ; ; :

3. Tam not willing to ftand at a greater diftance from othexs
thin I needs muft.

4. Howready focver Tam to purfue peace and concord, ITam
not like to conform, till the grounds of my Nonconformity,
which are with me of ‘great weight, be removed. | T

Object. 8. Hereby 1 may lofe or leffen my reputation and inte-
reft among thofe of my own fide, :

_4n.1.My reputation and intereft among men, muft give place to
the pleafing of God, and the keeping of a good confcience. :
ol 2. To me the moft valuable benefit of reputation 1s an advantage

thereby gained of being acceptable and fuc'c_e-fsfulv_towgrdrs, men
in the work of the Miniftrys and that which is moft advantagious
_ hereunto, is the reputation of integrity, and to do all thirgs ad-
vifedly, honeftly, peaceably, without partiality , hypocrilie and
felfithnefs, is the be ft means of fuck reputation, :
Obj:ét. 9. It will not pleafe thofe of theother fide, unlefsI
ablolutely conform; and it may be fome of them will defpile and
‘hate me the more. i 4 e :
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. great furprifal to them;it being no smori thanwint Ddeclared that”
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An. 1. My deﬁgni&ﬁ‘!!,ﬁ‘ﬂﬂ:méﬁﬂ&;ﬁﬁdI think it looks not

: ‘like{"uch' I were very ill advifed indeed , if while I venture the.
dif’plgaﬁﬁ’g“’f my own, I{hould aim st the pleafing of & diffe-.
TeNt PAItY.h i y10D - R I

Ol D%

2. . In reference to the other fide,my defign is not topleafe therm, .

but to convince them, that what-in me lies, bl —

peace and concord,and that the caule of the divifions that are, lies!
LA NUOY
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’ ‘3:‘-"ThZ on the Conforming (idethere ey be Tome ; @ihoate:

thofe moft that comeneareit 'm.Qoanrth;ixl' theyarenot-tho~

row therein ; yet there be others, who are ore valugble, that are
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of abetter fpiit, with whom my moderation may have goed ¢f-
feks. B L s buatbluow detaaiears BED
Ob: 10. Ttmay hazard h;;g;igin'ngn@h»@greggudm—gﬁd?
the diffolution ﬁg]){rgbf,asx}%pgsmw,ﬁandfwgﬂ us,and cogfequertt»
ly hinder the good of fouls, thatisnow gainetd by  the word and
rayer. - @ Aot soor 03 funidekon D
g i{h‘.‘.’ 1. ‘Indeed fuch anevil is carefully torbg - avoided in"this’
time of iour difficuliy and danger. sibut:lirationally hope ‘thyr it
will ot 1 fallout : Our friends are not ighorant: of 2the" [atitede”
of my principle, and the pradife: ierespropdunded 'will be to

T did before [ came to my prefent ftation among them.

2. | thall keep a watchful eye upon this concernj if Ifee any
diftemper fhat chreatens a breach arifing upon this oceaflion , I will
fora while fufpend my liberty,and Iwil proceed herein no otherwite
than théy can bear,! will be calth and gentle towards them,and not

“cargy it peremptorily in any wife. ‘And this I (hall do not formy -
own private ends ( the Searcher of heartsknows ) but fiacerely for

their good. . ,

3. Twill by degrees infinuate into them the cquity of their bear-

ing with me in mv perfivafions, as I bear with them in theirs, and of

allowing me the liberty of my owo afts m things that concern my,
without their confint. ,
4. If it fhould come to pafs that they willimpofe upon me what.
isnot fit for me to comply withs in that cafe, I will not violently

felf alone, when infuch adts asconcern the fociety , [ do nothing

break from, nor ftay tomake breaches  among them, but quickly

withdraw my felf.

L fed l_ow.a'fwwahgnh‘z_
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‘TheSum of the Matter.

Tconfult not’'my < privateinteret in ‘the cafe, but am fincerely

folicitous to know and do herein what is my duty to do.

. Iwould do what I can, to juftifie my Catholick principle and {pi-
rit;and Lwould abftain from the appearance of unwarrantable fe- -

paration, - ;.

I would give no occafion to any of difowning or reproaching a
form of Divine Worthip'which is found in the fubftance thereof,
and accepted of God from the fincere, tho.it be lefs perfect in di-
Versmaterial points,and lefs convenient for the mode. S

I would in all things be a faithful guide to ‘the people to whom
T'preach the Gofpe!l, [ wouldlead them in the way of peace and
concord,, and be free from giving them an occafion of withdraw-_
ing from the ¢ftablifhied worfhip more than isneceffary.

_ Iwould fhew my felfa freeman governing my own aéts according
to my confcience, and not {ubjeét to the opinions and affetions of
others, or the imagined interefts of aparty. ‘ ;

1f Tcannot mollfie them that feck to fupprefs me, T would ren-
der them more inexcufable.'0 1 ¢ o 5 e

I would teftifie, what in me lies, that Nonconformifts are capable

of an gccommaodation, and filence them that gainfay it.

.“
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A Defence of my Endeavours for the

Work of the MI N ISTRY’“

\ H AT I might not be wanting to sy juft Vindi-

cation in this-Canfe , A hold ny [elf obliged 1o

prefent ihe aforefaid Defence to the, coxfideration

. - of all impartial Readers < it takés its vife fro.'.';c
the Jewveral heads of the Bifbops cbdrgefagqinﬂ me , all which
were Owned by bimfelf before many Witngffes, and are here
Jet downr, B s | g : :

i fhat forafmuch as I did not exercife.the Miniftry. in {ubordi-
nation to the Bifhop,and s regulated by him, I tranfgreffed againft
the nature of my Offices asnot being the Office of a, Paftor menti-
oned Eph.4. 11,7 ' Foe 27 5 , drp iy
2. That Iviolate my oaths and; promifes which I made at my
Ordination, to obey the Bifhop or Ordinary. : drniT 3t hagd
3. Lhat.1 trefpafs againft the Right.of the Bifhop, upon the’
account of cxercifing the Miniftry where he is the Paftor.... ...
4 That | make a Schifmin the Church. ; iyt
5. That I violate the Authority of the Civil Magiftrate:

-

."'41’6 thefe p‘artichlar&,the {everal Heads of my Defence ‘folléﬁ—
1ng, are adiret Anfwer. .. T T i L QT TR

\ 1. That Ihave received. from (hrift the Office of a Paftor mention-
ed Eph. 4, 11. andthat I on bound inmy prefent flateto fulfil it.
2, That Iam not obliged either by the nature of my Office, or by
any oath or promifey or by being under the vegulation of Authority, to
exercife my Miniftry nootherwife than as in [ubor dination i, and
as. anthorifed and regulated by the Bifhop of the Diccefs. .. 1,
3. That Iinvade not the Right of the Diocefan Bifhop in exerci-
Sing the Miniftry where he claims the right of being the Paftor. :
, il 4 Thas
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4. That I do not vilate any true bouds of ChurclhUnity, nor in
any vefpelt canfe divifions andioffences. .o .
P 5. That I do not violate the eAuthority of the Ciuil Magi-
frrate.

w—

§ 1. That Ihave received frb(ﬂ Chrift, the
- Office - of aPaftor, mentioned Eph. 4. 11.
And-that I am bound in my prefent flate to

fulﬁl‘it; Ko v v

TH E Miniftry that Thave received,is the facred office of Pref-
- byterate, to whichIam ordained according to the form of
Ordination that was eftablifhed in the Church of England.

_That this office is of divine righr,! take for grantedsand thatac-
_cording to the Scripture itis the office; of a Paftor, mentioned
b s U A Sy

1. Wherefoever this office is fet forthin the Scripture , it is fet
forth asthe'office of  afpiritual paftor or Bifhop, which is to
feed the Flock of God by tedchin and ruling it: Anda Presby- .
“ter who'isd ficred Officer of the'Chriftian Church, butnot a Bi-
thop or Paftor, is o where mentioned in Sciipture. If itbefaid,
_that this Cffice is otherwifk fet forthin Scripture, of that a Pref-
byter, who is a facred Officer of the Chriftian Church, y«t no

Bithop,is there mentioned, let the Affertor fhew the place or.,plag
N 41 Y - L V. ik ) v g >

If it be faid, that this Order of Presbyterate may beof divine
inft tution, yet not defined or expreffed in Scripture,I defire fa-
tisfatory proof from fome other Authority; both of its being of

divine inftitution, and what its nature'is. ‘ '

* 2. To'have thf‘Po‘i'a}‘er of thekeysof ‘binding and loofing, of
‘remitting and reraining fins in ‘Chrifts name, as'his commiffiened

. officer, is to have Epifcopal'or Paftoral Power, and *thfis_querbe-

longs to the faid Office of Presbyterate:
o o For-
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Forafmuch as fome diftinguith the Power of the keysinto that
which is in iz foro interiore, or the Court of Confcience within,
and that which is iz foro exteriore, in the exterior Court, 10 Wit
- that of the Church ;the former of which is faid to belong to the
Eifhop and the Presbyter, and the latter to the Bifhop only. 1
further inforce my argument ; 1. TheScripture makes no fuch di-
ftin@ion; and where the Law diftinguifheth not, wemay not di-
ftinguith, 2, The diftinction in this cafe is vain; for all power
that belongs to the Paftors of the Church, purely refpects the
Confcience, and it refpe&s the Confcience as having the condué
of the outward man,and that in reference to Church-communion,
as well as other marters. 3, If Presbwﬁters may in the name of
Chrift, bind the impenitent, and loofe the penitent as to the con-
{cience, which is the greater and primary binding and loofing,
then by parity of reaton,and that with advantage,they may bind
and loofe as to Church-communion, which is th: lc fler fecondary
and fobfequent binding and loofing. »

3. That Officer is a Paftor or Bifhop,that hatha power of Authe-
vitative declaring or judging in Chrifts name,that thisor that wic-
ked perfon in particular is unworthy of fellowfhip with.Chrift and
his Church,and of chirging the congregation in Chrifts name,not
to keep company with him,as being no fit member of aChriftian {o-
cietys& alfo a Power of authoritatyve declaring ox judging in Chrifts
Name, that the {ame perfon repenting of his wicK: dnefs,and giving
evidence thereof,is meet for fellow(hip withChrift and hisChutch,
and of requiring the congregation in Chrifts Name again to re-

ceive him into their Chriftian fellow(hips for thefe powers are ne

other than the powers of Excommunication and Ecclsfiaftical ab-
folution: Now the Presbyter bath apparently the faid Powers,

as he ean undoubtedly declare, and judg, and charge as aforefaid,
touching this or that perlon or particularsall particutars beingiin-
cludedin the general, he hath undoubtedly a Power of applying
the Word in Chrifts Name as well perfonally as generally.

4. For the further clearing of whatis already argued, Iet it be
confidered, that an Authoritarive Teacher in the Church commil-
lioned by Chrift,is alfoa Paftor; for the government of a Paftor is
only byithe Spiritual Sword, which is the Word of God; and the

dilcipline whichhe exercifes, s no more than the perfonal applica-
tien of the fame word to judg the impenitent, and to abfolve the
penitent in Chrifts Name 5 and be that Authoritatively teaches

‘ in
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in Chrifts Name(as the Presbyter doth)can do fo much in the per-

fonal Application of the Word,’

5. ThePaftoral Authority of Presbyterate is further cleared
by many pafTages in the publick forms of the Church of England
touching that order. - :

In the very foxm of my ordination according to the ancient ufe
of this Church, I received the office of a Paftor,and Succeflor of
the Apoftles; Imean not in their Apoftolick but Paftoral office

he form was this , Receive the holy Ghoft; whofz fins thoure-

mifteft, they are remittedy and whofe fins thou retaineft,they are .

- retained; and be thou a faithful difpenfer of the Word of God and

his Holy Sacraments, in the Name of the Father, and of theSon,
and of the Holy Ghoft, «4men. Now the former part hereof is

intircly and‘comp!eatly the form of Wordsufed by our Saviour,

ok, 20,22, 21, * towards the Apoftles, exprefling their Paftoral

Authority; and the latter part, Be thoua faithful difpenfer,&c. is

no derogation or diminution from the Power granted in the fox_'-
mer part. If the Presbyters are not the Apoftles fucceflors in
the Paftor,] Authority, how could they have right to that form of
prdinption ? : :
_ In the form of ordering Priefts or Presbyters in one of the
a’raycrs after thementioning of Chrifts fending abroad into the
orld, his Apottles,Prophets, Evangelifts Doctors, & Paftors, there
follows thankfgiving to God for calling thofe that were th_en to
bevo"dec!ifd-l"rieﬁs, to the fame Office and Miniftry of falvation of
mankind, ;.

fome of the forementioned kinds. And what canit be but that of
0ftorsand Paftors ? : ’
. This Church did before the laft alteration made ‘Anno 1662, in
folemn form of words require the Presbyters, when they were
Ordained, to exercife the difcipline of Chrilt as the Lord hath
commanded; and this Realm received the fame according to the
commandments of God. ~ :
"And that they might the better underftand what the Lord
hath commanded therein, this Church did appoint alfo, that at
the ordering of Priefis there be read for the Epiftle that portion
of Acks 20, which relates St. Panl’s fending to Ephefus, and call -

“ing for the Elders of the Congregation, with his exhortation to

them to take heed to themfclves; and to all the flock, among
NeERRE G Sa whom

Whence it appears, that this Office is the fame with




_ B

A T

| C15) _

' whom the Hﬁly Ghoft hath made them Overfeers, to rule the

congregation of God. Orelfe 1Zim. 3. which fets forth the Of-
fice and due qualifications of a Bifhop. Thefe portions of Scrip-
ture this Church appointed to be read to the Presbyters, as be-
longing to their Office, and to inftrvét them in the nature of it
And afterwards the Bifhop fpeaks to them that are to reccive the
office ‘of Priefthood in this form of words, You kave heard, brethren,
as well in your private ¢xamination , as in the exhortation and the
holy le(fons taken ont of the Gofpel> and the Writings of the Apofiles,
of what dignity, andof kow great smportance this Office is wherennto
ye are called That isto fay, the Meflengers, the ‘Watch-
men, the Paftorsand Stewards of the Lord, to teach, to premo-
nifh, to feed, to provide for the Lords Family. , :

I acknowledg that the paffages here alledged are taken out of
the old Book of Ordination, that was eftablithed in this Church

till thelate alterations made Ansno 1662.  if thofe alterations fig-
nifie another meaning about the feveral Holy Orders than what

was {ignifed in the old Book, then the {enfe of the Church of En-

gland inthefe times differs from the fenfe of the fame Churchin
all times preceding the faid Alterations 5 but if they fignifie no
other meaning than what was fignifiedin the old Book, my cita-
tions are of force to fhew what is the fenfe of - this Church,as well
of the prefent as of the former times about this matter.
- Here Imuft take notice, that in oppofition to part of what
hath been alledged, it was afferted , T'hat that part of ‘1 Tim. 3.
which contains the office and qualification of a Bilhop, wasread
atthe Ordinationof Presbyters, notbecaufe it belonged to their
Office, but becaule it was joynied with that which follows touching
the office of aDeacon, then likewile read as properly concerning
the office of a Presbyter, pretended to be no other thanthe Dea-
con there mentioned. _ ' o :
To this I anfwer, If the Presbyter in the Church of England
be indeed no other than the Deacon fpoken of, 1 Zim. 3. it feems
ftrange that this Church, yea and the Univerfal Church, thould {o

mifcall an Officer, as to give him a name, viz. Presbytery which the
Scripture always appropriates to another Officer (as is pretended)

and to negle& the Scripture nameof this Office, ziz. Deacon. e
is firange that an Officer faid to be no other than the Deacon
there fpoken of, fhould have the power of the keys, the{ame

form of Ordination which Chrift ufed towards his Apoftles. If it
: were
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were {o, itislikewife frange that the qualifications of the faid
Deacon fhould be appointed. to be read at the Ordination of 3
Preshyrer, as properly belonging to him ; and allo at the Ordina-
tion of a Dzacon inferior to a Presbyter , as properly belonging
to him, the former part of the Chapter touching a Bifhop, being
omitted. Befidesall this, the new Book of Ordination puts the
matter out of doubt, and evidently refures the aforefaid evafion,
Forinicthe latter partof 1 Téw. 3. beginningatverfc 8, touch-
ing the Office of Dzacon, isappointed to be read at the ordering
ot Deacons & and thefameis not appointed to beread at the or-
dering of Prizfts, butanother pertion of Scripture, viz, Eph 4.7,
er¢. Furthermore, if the Dzacon mentioned in Témothy beno o=
ther than the fubjc& Presbyter, Iwouldknow in what place of
Scripture the Deacon of the Church of England, inferior to-a
Presbyter, is {et forch. And be it noted, that the Deacon of this
Church is not.fo much the Deacon -of Tables,as of the Word ;
and therefore a Presbyter muft needs be degraded inbeing made
no.mort than a Deacon of the Word. 27105

- ‘Hitherto [ haveinfifted on the nature of my Office, and have
proved it to be the Office of aPaftor. Now I procecd to prove,
That-in my prefent fate I am bound to fulfilit. :

- Being dedicated to this Miniftry, I ftand under a perpetual ob~

- ligdtion to fulfil it, according'to my ability and opportunity, and
as the nece ffity of fouls requireth of me. And whatfoever fome

#hink, the thing ismof evident, That the foulsof men cry aloud
for all the help that can poffibly be, given -them by thofe whom
Chrift hath qualified and called to the work of the Miniftry,whe:
ther Conformifts or Nonconformifts, b |

. This apprebenfion refleéts no di[honour.upon‘confci‘entioﬁs'(;on-:‘
forming Minifters, for whole ability and induftry Iblefs God.Bue

the number of themis not fo proportionable to the people of this

Land, as to make. the labours of thofe that arc caft out, to-be

needlefs, The harveftis great, and the labourers are too few. .
_As [or this City, in which are fix Parifhes within the Gates,be-
fides two in the. Suburbs, [1eave it to the conflideration of thofe.

that know the ftate_thereof, whether there be fuffilicat care ta-
Ken for the prbathihggé Xha’é‘yofpe‘l 5 when as there s no fetled

preaching on the Lords days, or week days,inany of the Parifh,
Churches. The Parifhin which I dwell, hath for many years had,

a9
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mo Minifter at all,and the two Parifhes without the Gates for ma-
ny wyears have had neither Minifters nor .Churches, in one of

- whichis'the houfe-that was licenfed by his'Majefly for our meet-

ing, The only fetled preaching is at the ‘Cathedral, performed
fometimes by theSuperior Clergy, but moftly by a greater number

* of others in their courfes, who generally livingata diftarce, can-

not be fo well known to the people as their appointed Teachers
oughtto be; andlet'them that know the place of preaching con-
fider and judg, whether it ciin contain the inhabitants, if all {hould
repair thither. ‘ Ef b ¥ : il
Ipafsnot to bedelpifed or judged by them, who make flight
work of che cureof Souls, for whom Chrift hath given himfelf 2
ranfom : Certainly they are more precious than to be expofed to
perith for lack of fufficient inftrudtion and exhortation, . rather

‘than'preachers authorized by Chrift, if filenced by men, when not

difobedient toﬁmy:btd“r’n’aﬁt;"e_'prcféribed5by his word, {hould fpeak

to'thom that they might be faved. The neceflary means of {aving -

fouls, fuch asisthe due publick preaching of the Golpel,together
with:perfonal inftru&ion,is incomparably more valuable than rhe

* maintaining of uniformity in little opinions, and ceremonies,and o-

ther accidental formsand orders.

6 2. That I am nét obligéa" ez’ﬂaei by the Na-

ture of my Office, or by, anyOath or Promife,
or by-being under. the vegulationof Authorizy,
to exercife my Minifhy 70 otherwife than as

. in [ubordination to, and as authovizedand

regulatedby the /Bt]kop o the 'Didccfff., '

»T.Hls Head hath Three diftinét Branches tobe diftin@ly pro-
& ved,whereof the firlt is, That Lam not obliged by the Nature

~ofmy Office to exercile. my. Miniftry no otherwile’ than in fiibor-
- dination to, and as authorized and regulated by the Bifhap of the

Diocefs.

(e ; ‘ : I‘o“ The
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1. The Nature of this Officz doth not require it either in reafon,
or from the declared will of Chrift: ficlt notinreafon, for there is
evidently no realon in the nature of the cfficey beng the loffice of
aBifhop or Paflor, that ‘it cannotbe exercifed but, in fubordi-

" mation to 2 Diocefan Bifhop : if anyfay that thereisy et him thew
ity - : :

2. Chrift who is the Author and only proper giver of -all {piri-

* . tualauthority in the Ghurch, hath not either ‘by-him{clf, ot by

the Mediation of the Apoftles, {o defined or limited the aforefaid

_ office of Prefbytetate, as that it.can be exercifed no otherwife,

| than in the aforefaid fubordination. If any one affirm that Chrift

s :lath fo defined or limited it, it refts upon him. to make: proof of
1 t.' X N 3 . .

If it be urged,that I have no power but.what I received by the
Ordainers, and that isa power.of adminiftringonly in the afore-
faid fubordination. I anfwer, 1. Ihave already proved: that by

« the very.form of my ordination I received the- office of a Paftor
“and ‘Succeffor of the Apofties in their Paftoral office. 2. Tho
‘Chrift give the ordinary {piritual power, and particularly that of
Presbyters in fome refpeét by the mediation of men, yet he:gives

- itnot by them as giving the power, but as inftruments either of -
_defigning the perfon to whom he gives-it, or-of the-folemn-inve-
ftiture of thatperfon,as the King is the immediate giver. of the

. power.of a Mayor ina Town Corporate, when he gives it By the
mediation of the Ele&ors,notas giving the power, but defigning
the perfon to be invefted with it, or by themediation of fome of-

« ficers,as infruments of the folemn: inveftiture 3ly, Fora{much as
the ordainer or ordainers that defigned me to this office of Chrifts
* Donation, could not by any aft of theirs inlarge or.leflinit as to
" its Nature or Effential State,or define it otherwife, thanit is ftated
by Chrift in his word ; in cafe fuch words were pronounced out
of the Book of ordination ( I{ay not that they were, but in cafe
they were ) asimporta leflening of the office inits effential ftate,
they arevoid andnull. If a Minifter, that joyns a man and wo-

o man in Marriage according to the true intent of that ordinance, -

~ fhall add other words that forbid the-husband the governmentof

his wife, that additionis a nallity.

Sl
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2. Tamnot ob‘ﬂg‘e‘d;Sg?fahyllogtﬁ""g;;l?‘.fothif‘e ,.to exercifemy -
Miniftry no otherwile t an as in fubordination to the Bifhop of .
- the Diocefs. 2ol e
i I acknowledg that when I was
" ry Anfwers to-the Bifhops Interrogatories,
~ in theBook of Ordination that then was.But, ]
that if the faid interrogatorics and anfwers, or:any of them, fu-.
perinduced any limitation upon the Office, that takes away any
thing effential to it, ( Bfay not that they did, but1n cafe they
did J they were nullities. .2, The promife then made to obey MY
‘Ordinary, and other chief Miniftersto whom the government an
charge over. me is committed, concerns me only as a Presbyter -
ftanding ip relation to the Bifhop  as one of the Clergy of the
Dic cefs, which 1 now amnot, being caft out of ‘that relation, 'and y
magde uricapable of it;and confcquently the faid capacity ccaling,
the obligation ceafeth. 3. The faid promife muft be underftocd
either unlimitedly, or with limitation 5 “if unlimitedly, it was a
finful promifein the matter thereof, and therefore void 5 if with
limitation, as in things lawful and honeft, then I have not broken
it s for it is not lawful nor honeft for me todefift from fulfilling the
Miniftey that I have received, if the Ordinary fo require.

3. Nor am Tobliged as aforefaid by being under the regulation
of Authority. Ifreely acknowledg, that in the exercite of my
Miaiftry Yam not ¢xenpt {rom the Regulation of -any juft Supe-
rior Authority in the Church ( as for the Civil Authority, it is af=
terwards to be fpoken of ) whethex it be by way of government,
ot of agreement. AndThad much rather live under a Regulation, .
than not. But it cannot be ffippofed, that any Superior Autho-
rity can limit me to the prejudiceof Chrifts Authority and inte-
reft, and the obligation that be hath laid upon me to. difcharge the
_ Office with which he hath intrufted me, My Cffice s a Truft
f  received feoi Chri®, to be accounted for to him. Tam his, and.
not the Bifhops Minifter. Let it be fuppofed 5 tho not granted,
that the Bifhop of the Diocefs were my rightful Superior.to Re<:
gulate'me in my. Office; yet for him to forbid me to difcharge my
Office,and for me thereupon to defift,is.to the prejudice of Chrifts
Authoriry, who would have me now- to difcharge it. Chrift char-
geth'me, stheng.the reft “of his Minifters, in thofe words of St.
Paul, Col. 4. 17. Take beed tothe Miniftry that thon baft received
inthe Lord,that thow fulfil is. 1f any (hall {ay, That Chrift hath

: % C 2

ordain’d, Imade thofe promiffo-
which ate contained
1.let it be confidered,

now
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now forbidden me to exersife the Miniftry, ardiftharged me fram
it it behigves them to prove it, and [am ready to receive and con-,
fidérany'proof ‘of ¢, - oo 01 FEEERTSETEE

X

5'3. 'T hat T mwde not the. ]{igbt of  the Dz'o-‘ 5

cefan Bilhop in exercifing the Miniftry, where
he claims the Right of being the Paft or.
"X ERE left my fenfc 6f Epifcopacy be miftaken, 1judg it ne-
X ceflary tg premife, 1. Fhat I fully own the Scripture-bi-

fhop, or Evangelical Paftor. -2, That I do not.difown the Epifco-
pacy that was of “ancierit Ecclefiaftical cuftom in the time of 7g-

#atius; yea or of Cyprian. 3. That Bifhop Ufhers Model of

Church-government by Arch-bifhops‘and bifhops,with their Pref-
byters, was off. red'to his Majefty by, the Divines of the Presby-
térian perfuafion(as they were called )for 2'ground-work of accom-

modation betwecn the Bifhops and them, And I affent to the offer

which they made. 4. After the fame manner I affent to the ftate of
Epifcopdcy as deferibed by K Charls the fixfl in his difcourfe touch-
ing the differences between Himfelf and the Two Houfes in the.
point of Church. government,in thefe words: That he 15 not againft
the managing of th-Epifcopal Prefidency in one man,by the counfel and

- sonfent of wmany Presbyters 5 but that he badoffered so veflore sty as &

fit means to avoid thofe errors, and.corruptions, and. parti_;'ditiu,
which are incident to any one mans alfo.to avoid Tyranny, which be-
comes o Chriftian, leafl of all Churchemen 5 befides , it will bea

. means totake away that odiuns and burden of affairs which may lye

t00 bieavy on one mans [houlders, as be thaug'htj\ it.did formerly on.the
Bifhops bere, 19 ’ i el $5 v

- Butl do not as yet difcern the divine Right of Epifcopacy. in
the fate and priviledges thereof here following, wherein I defire

information, and would gladly receive fatisfa&ion, if there be fuch .

divine Rights indeed. None can be juftly offended with me for ex-
amining in my own defence that Right which I am accufedto
have invaded, : & R
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do not difcern that-a Bifhop infites gradm , Tmean.one that -

" hathaone under, him but Parifh-Minifters, who are pretended

to have no’ Epifcopal governing:power, I fay Tdifcerhi not that

fuch.a Biﬂloplcan‘by;div’ine,Rightchallenge to himfelf alone the - ‘

Epilcopal Authority oyer hundreds of particular Churches, For
cveny. partioular, Church fhould haye its proper Paftor or Bi-
fhop. : : :
and particular Churches with their proper Pattors, arefoe-
vidently of Divine Right , that fome eminently learned men 'in
the Church of England have declared their judgment, That no
Form of Church-government befides the meerPaftoral Qffice
and Church-aflzmblies, is prefcribed in the Word of God, but
may be various, according to the yarious condition and occafion
of feveral Churches. ety 7
Neither do Idifcern, howit is poffible for one man to do the
work of . a bifhop towards hundreds of Churches, I meantha
work of a bifhop #ufimi gradus, under whom there are no fubor-
dinate Bifhops or Paftors. For the work of fuch a bifthop isto
overfee all the Flock, to preach to them all, to-baptize and confirm
all.that are to be. baptized and confirmed, to adminifter the Lords
Supper to all, to blefsthe Congregation, publickly and privataly
to admonifh all as their need rcquires; to excommunicate the -

- impenitent, to abfolve the penitent, and, that'upon knowledg of

their particular eftate, .

- If fuch a Diocefan bifhop faith, it (ufficeth that he performall
this to the Flock by others, namely by the Parifh-Minifters as his
Curates, and by other Officers his Subftitutes; it isanfwered,
1. That the Paftoral Authority is a perfonal truft. 2. It isdefi-
red that he thew his'Commiffion. from Chrift the Priflce of Pa-
ftors, to do his work by others; for Tim now inquiring what is
of divine, and not.of humane Right: 3. None but a bifhop can ,
dothe proper work of a bifhop. . : Y Gt
. But'if it befaid,. That the Parochial Congregations are not :
Churches,. but only parts of the Diocefs , which is the lowelt

‘particular Ghurch : Idefire proof from Scripture, Thatfuch Con* |

gregations as our. Parifhes,having their proper Fresbyter or Prefs
byters invefted with the power of the keys, aremot particular
Churches properly fo catled. The reafon of my. defire of this .
proof is, beeaufe the Scriptureis a perfe&t Rule for the Efféntial
conftitution of Churches, tho accidents thercunto belonging may

-
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be regulated by humane prudence. 2. It is moft evident in
Scripture, that a particular Congtegation of Chriftians, having
their proper Paftor or Paftors, Presbyter or Presbyters, are ‘Chur-
ches properly {0 called : And a Parochial Minifter I conceive to
be'a Paftor or Elder according to the Scripture.. el .

Moreover if a Diocefs containing a hundred , two hundred,
five hundred, ora thoofand Parifhes ( asfomewhere it doth) do
conftitute but one particular Church,and thofe particular Parifhes
be not properly to be accounted Churches,but only fo mny parts
of that one Diocefan Church, why may not ten thoufand, yea
ten times ten thaufand Parifhes be lik:wife accounted but onepar-

~ ticular Church,and brought under one man as fole Bifhop or Paftor

thereof? : W :

In all this I have not argued agaiuft the right of an Arch- Bifhop,
or Overfeer of other Bifhops, fuch as Titus muft needs be, if he
were Bifhop of Crete, where Bifhops or Elders were £o be ordai-
ned inevery City. If either Scriptare,or Prudence guided by
Scripture, be for fuch an office, 1 oppofe it not, and nothing here
fpoken malies againt it. 5 : o

f our Diocelan Bifhops be in very deed Arch-Bifhopsor O
Qverfeers of inferior Bithops , to wit, Parifh-Minifters, 1L do not
here argue againft it,but only fay, that in their Archiepifcopal Di-
ocefs or Province they cannot exercife their authority any other-'~

- wife than according to.the rules of Gods word for the edification

and peace of the Church,and that they cannot difcharge the 1r.\fe-
rior Bifhops from their obligation to Chrift, whofe immediate
Minifters and Stewards they are, and to whom they are immedi-
ately accountable. e
Moreover 1 do not difcern that any Bifhop can by divine right

{o challenge or claim fuch acircuit of ground for his Diocefs ( as

for examplethe County of Suffex )as that thereupon he can by
the faid right prohibit all other Paftors whatfoever to ‘do

the work of the Miniftry in any cafe without his licence within

~ fucha circuit of ground, or that fuch a meafure of ground is rela-
ted to his Epifcopalioffice as a propriety for government Ecclefi-

aftical, like as certain territorics and dominions are as apropricty
in reference to Civil government, related to the temporal Sove-
raingty of a Piince, "' T M
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Tocal bounds, why.not al

'vincible diverfity of perfuafions
ment live peaceably within the famé precinéts in their feveral

L €Ea3Y)
The partition of one Church from another by local bounds, is
not of .divine inftitution, but of humane prudence from the conve-

nience of the thing; I {ay convenicnce, not ablolute neceffity; And -
the ftate of things may be{uch as to compel to vary from it in

fome particulars.

Itis fuppofed by learned men, th
were feveral Chorches at Rome uUn
Paftors in the fame local bounds, as one 0 )
another of the Uncircumcifion.. And if it were not fode fatto,
; thick few will deny but that ‘it lawfuily might 'have been
Q. . s . ¥ 4 . v ¢ {4 2

If upon the aforefaid- diverfity of condition in the perfons,
namely, as being of different nations and languages, there may be
feveral Churches under feveral Bifhops or Paftors within the fame
fo upon other diverfity of condition,

‘which may render them:as uncapable of beingof the fame parti-

at in the Apofiles times there
der their feveral Bifhopsor

“‘cu'ar Church, as if they were of divers nations ? One inftance

may be an unmovable diverfity of periuafions about points of Re-
ligion. . - 1

"~ "As for example , Why may not Lutherans and Cal‘virzxﬁ: of

the fame nation, town or village, have their feveral Churches un-
der their feveral Paftors - and live in peace ? Nothing could hin-

der the f{aid peace, but want of Chriftian Humility and Charity. -

And confequently,why among us may not Chriftians that have in-
in matters of Church-Govern-

Churches?— . :
=" Befides all this, if the local bounds affigned for one mans im-
mediate Paftoral charge be fo vaft, and the multitude of Souls
therein be fo great as to render it impoflible for"any one man to
fulfil that charge towards them, can it bejudged an ufurpation a-
gainft divine right, if another Paftor without licenfe from him

Ict it be confidered what may or may.not be done, in any circuit

_of ground, where the inhabitants are deftitute of competent pro-

vifion for their Souls, and lie negle@ed by fuch as claim the Palto-
ral charge over them. Is it an intrufion ot ufurpation, if in that
cafe one that isdedicated to the work of the Miniftry (hall endea-
vour without licence from the faid negleéters, by preaching and o-

ther minifterjal fervice to fave fouls that are fo expofed ¢/ e
4 - & N N . urﬂ

f the Circumcifion, apd

-

thould perform minifterial fervice within thofe bounds ? Likewile "
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Furthermore,fet itbe conflidered how anyClergy-man canbe the

proper paftor of apeople , that doth not the work of a paftor
towards them, which work I 'have before fet forth. :
Laftly, I.caftinthis confideration alfo, how any Clergy-man
can be the proper paQtor to a people againft their wills: 1 doubt
not butapeoplemay fin, yea, greatly finin not receiving a paftor
duly offered to them, and fo they may as greatly fin by receiving
fuch a paftor asmay beimpofédon them: But how any, one can
aftually bear the paftoralrelation toa people , that never con-
fented to that relation, I would be better informed. & ‘
Thus it hath been examined, whether I am culpable by trefpaf-
fing againft the:divine right or rights of a Diocefan Bithopin ex-
ercifing the Miniftry where he claims the right of being paftor.
And it hath been examined in that form, which the matter being a
tender pointiscapable of, As for his humane rights, they are his
preeminence ant jurifdi€tion under'the King as Supreme, and to
which heis intituled by the Law of the Land. Now I am no ufur-
per-againft thissfor I claim no fuch preeminence, I exercife no fuch
jurifdiction. As for my obededience to his jurifdi€ion as an offi-
cer fubordinate ‘to the King, it fhall be fpoken of in itsown

- place.

\

§ 4. . That Ido not violate any true_bonds of

Church-Unity,nor in any refpelt caufe divifi-
ons and offences. 5 e

X T HE Caf of Schifin now incontroverfic is not to be hudled

up, but well ftated, whereunto many confiderations are
prerequifite. Thofe that are fet down, I take to be of moment +
but the exprefs application of them, I forbear,and doubtnot but
the confidering andimpartial Reader will excufe me therein; and
judg that he him{¢!f can eafily do that part with more convénience
thanIcanin this writing. Church-Unity isnotto be built upon
the do@tines and ordinances of men, but upon the foundation of

the Apoftles and Prophets, Jefus Chrift being the chief cotner’

: f_*QE;eaand'none are to be fhut out from the Communlon of the

Church,




