True Govlinels.
} Job 4. 1o, Pfal. §6. 6. but what though they
’ fhouvld deftroy your Subftance, is not your Soul
Worth more thanall the World 7 Matth. 26. 26.

ome, go back again with me, and I will
dwell with you, and be afure Defence to you,
0 that you will not be hurt, let Lions, Wolves
and Devils too, do what you can: My Name
S true Godlinefs. Sir, 1 have faved many
~ Thoufands from Ruine, in as great Danger
‘as you can be in. G

_Apoft. Sir, there will be no fafe living for me,
I muft quit the Place, the Town is Befieged.

Jodli. What though it is Befieged , God is

about it; but why, Sir, do you chufe .thag
%reat City you fpeak of for your Habitation !
perceive you intend to go far enough.

off. Sir, don’t miltake me, I do not in-

tend to go fe far, but to return again when
the Danger is over, at prefent I wilk go but a
little way out of Town. : _ ;
Godli. Sir you fhew your felfto be a naughty,

i a trajterous, and hypocritical Perfon, will
' you feave this Town in its Diftrefs ¢ if the Dan-
i ger be great which attends it, you had the
more need to abide in it, to ftrengthen and en-
courage the poor Inhabitants. Pray, Sir, do
not fthew {o bafe and cowardly a Spirit = "What
is this lefs, than to betray the Towa to the Ene-
mies ? is not the Strength of any Place the
People 2 Belides, your flyimg mightily encou-
ragss the Adverfiries 3 for by this means they
may think to frighten all out, and then with
much eale take the Town, and utterly deftroy
it: Alo you weaken the Hands, and fadly
gricve the Hearts of all true Proreffants; whofe
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able to defend it, and will bea Wall of Fire
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chief Tteafure lies in the Town, ahd cannot

be removed out; and it being alfo their Spirj. 0
tual native place, they refolve to abide in jp |
to the laft, let what will come.  You fay yoy. |
intend to return again when the Danger is o. |
ver, What Dangers you fec above others, to movye.

you to quit the Town, 1know not; but Jet
me tell you, few who leave this Town, out of

fear of Humane Lofs or Danger, do returnagaip,
You fay you intend to go but a little way . |
alas ! you can’t tell where you fhall ftop. 1

when once you leave the true Religion, you de.

fort God’s gracious Protetion; you may nop |

only cleave to Pag:]hy, but _Atheifws or an
thing : Come go back, let me five you frop,

a Fall :+ Why will you leave that Religion yq, !

have been fo long eftablifhed in ?

Apoft. Sir, 1 retain the fame Principles that i
I fofpmjirly held, and my Love is the fame to 1

the Town as it was. -

Godli. Poor Wretch‘,,)"ou'qi)vh the Principleg W

of the true Religion; and yet cleaveto ldolaty
and Super[Fition. The three Worthies of Old, by

’

o

dcd af

}dwi do i

your Example, might have retained Faith anq

right Principles in their Hearts, of the true God,

and yet have bowed down to the Goldey

Image, and fo needed not to have expofeq

thcm(él\zebs to z}11 ho[t)gice)try Fuma}cle.

~ Nay, by this rine, who needs f;

I"erfec{uion? Befides, it renders all the &T‘fr

tyrs of old to be meer Fools and Mad-mer-

What do you fay? will you return? %

Company, one would think, might allure ym
Apeft. No, Sir, I have formerly had 5 g{?{:

Company, and I don’t find you fo Pleafing |

oo 1 . 1 - ..‘nl Il r -4 ~
a. Companion :. Befides;: the, Town is fadly
divi.

_/‘
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c%““ded amongft themfclves, thofe who love
| You, do not agree. f i

~_ Godli. Nay, Sir, now you are out, for you
{ and 1 never dwelt together yet, for had I éver

ept you from this great Fall : You will prove
Your felf a meer Hypocrite, one that never lo-
Ved God nor the Town Religion in your Heart.
Sir, Uprightnefs and Sincerity of Heart pre-
ferye from" Apoftacy : And what though the
- Town is divided, it is my great Grief to fee
1t, but you had the more need to abide in it,
{ to do what you can to petfivade them to Love
| and Union, however to . unite in Affection.
. Come humble your felf before God for this
(i great Sin, and let us dwell together now, and
" thou fhalt abide fécure, notwithftanding the
o 'Divifions within, and Troubles ‘without, and
have moft fweet Peace, and inward Joy *yea,
What dolt thon faye st Yo ek % s 8

Ajoft. Sir, hold your Peace and fay no
more, [ am refolved to be gone. s

Godli, Well fince I fee 1 cannot perfwade
# you to return, but that you are refolved to
leave true Religony and not receive true Godli-
‘T  wdfs, 1will tell you what tyour prefent State
0 - is, and what your future Portion is like to be
o for ever hereafter. : . si0g
@t _Apsft. Sir, pray be filent, I do not love to
M hear it : ~
#¢  Godli. 1do not care whether you do or no,
gl 1will fhew it i :
5yl Firfl, Tt apears (as I hinted before) that
you where never traly converted;being no part
¢ of that good Ground Chrifts fpeaks ofy Adur.13,
Sccondly,

te. dﬁqblimtﬁ{ : L33

. ook up my Dwelling with you, I would have -

{fuch as thou never hadft in all thy Lif'e,_ ;

o,
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Secondly, You are ( it appears) forfaken o
Gods heyhath leftyous or elfe you would ngf
ver think of cleaving to Afyffery Babylon.

Thirdly, Either God will let Confcience oyt
againft you, to torment you, (as he did upoy
Franeis Spira ) or elfe wholly give you up %as
he did Zfrael of old) to your own Hearts Lufks
to walk in your own Counlel

Fourthly, Your Sin tends towards the Sin
againft the Holy Ghoff,  that fhall never .
forgiven, neither in this World nor in t},,
which is to come; for you have been ap,.
fon (Lhear) much enlightned, and now yy;_

- fully” caft off God and Religon 5 pray-reyq

thefe Scriptures, Feb. 6. 4. 5. Heb. 10. 26 g

Fifthly, Jefus Chrift will be athamed of yq,
at the laft day, when he comes in the Glory of
the Father withall his Zoly Angels, Mark 8,38

Sixthly, Thofe who fer their Hands to ), |

Plough, and look back (remember ) are nop fir
for the Kingdom o{ eaven, Luke o. 62. noy
will God’s Soul take pleafure in them.
Seventhly, Without you retarn back, you
are like to have the hotteflt place in” Jiy
Re%. 1'4./ m".fh l )
sghely, Fhe place you are a going ‘to, is |
fuddégnryyto be %el’croycd. Dogyog Aot rl;f(;
how, juft at the time when her J”dgme;n
come upon her, fhe faithin her Heart, 7 /,‘,-s

Queeny and [hall fee no forrew, nor ne Widom i}

hood nor lofs of Children any wmore.

Ninthly, Remember the fearful End] 4
what dreadful Judgment, God hath ’m‘ nd
times in divers Ages, brought upon (¢} fcjm
and traiterous Perfons as yon are, Bof;m:
who will truft you? for you that aye tiﬁr!e ets(;

Four

.......
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. Your God, and to your own Soul, will never
] ‘be_ taithful to Men. Come, that very Way you
. think to fave all, you may lofe all. Befides,
- Sir, let me tell yow, Light is [own, for the Righ-
- Peous, (though itis a dark time now) and Foy
| for the Upright in Heart. Nay and this pre-
Bl Cious Ssed is” fown (as [ could fhew you ) in
| this prelent Difpenfation 3 but Iam in hafte.
What do you {{
teturn ?
Apoft.. Tdare not, Sir, at prefent.
Godli. Well then, 1 ée you love the World
above Chrift. 1have but little more to fay
unto you ; but Sir, what Man in his right Mind
would, to prevent a few Sparks, leap into the
Fire, or to fave his Haty lofc his Head ? Alas !
whilft you feek to fave your Eftate, you are
' like eternally to fofe your poor Soul. -
Apoff. Well. Sir, trouble not your felf, I
. will talk no more with you; Farewel.
Godli. Adien then, poor deceived Soul. .
Away he went as faft as he could go, to-
wards the great City Babylon. fpri
Godlinefs having thus artec} wirh hini, at
luft he met a Man travelling into the Town
of Reljgion, being not very rich nor very poor,
bt in a middle State between both, and he
1ookt as if he had a mind to take up his Dwel-
Ying in this place, for he inquired, where he
might have a convenient Houfe ? Godlinefs
was much pleafed with this Perfon, becaufe
‘when others where hafting to leave the Town,
he was hafting into it ; befides, he had a very
ferious Countenance.
" Now, he had no fooner fetled himfel{ in a
Hubitation, but Godlizefs knock’d immediately
at

—y

y to thefe things ? will you
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at his Door, not doubting now but he fhould
find his fiveet Friend Confderation 5 yet Godli-
nefs firft bewailed the Apoftare’s Condition,

 Furewel, Farewely thou Monfter of " Mankind,

Look Faft and Welt, fee, fec j{:you can find
A Mawwho may with this fad Soul compare: -
Will be return? orif he does, is there :

A ground to hope Repentance ke may meet,

Who treadsthe Truth, nay Jelus under fect ?
Can any Man on Earth ¢re come to be

A full, compleat and juft Epitome

Of Sin and Wrath ? O thens Sirs, this is he
Who turns his Back an Chrifts to Babel flies,
Ee unto Falfhood cleaves, the Truth denies.

——

‘GCH AP XIL

Shewing how Godlinefscoming to one Thoughe. |

ful,s Houfe, found there bis Friend Confide:
ration, whom be had along time fought for alf;

the great Oppofition Confideration met withaj, |

Godlinef.r being not without hopes of ﬁndin,E

Jerious Confideration (for fo fometimes he i b
called) in or near this place, chanc’d to knoc]g :
(as you heard before) ata Man’s Door, why

was newly come to dwell.in the Town oy
on. Now, this Perfon formerly (as :)Z a;}{glgb
had been a very great Enemy to true Godj; rs)
having liv'd a grievous loofe and profufe {?{I’
and like the poor Prodigal, wafted all his hl ."}J
eft Subftance. Gedline[s had not long k[c S
and call'd at his Door, before he'blif{‘OCk d
him, and fpeak within himflf to. ¢ ned to

poft' :

his puy- i
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fPofe : Who is this that is come to my Door ?

fure, faid he, thisis a Voice different from a-

ny I ever heard in my Life 5 and he doth not

knock alfo as others ufe to do: At laft he

ctrisd out Who is there? who is it that is at

imy Door ? your Name, Sir? iy

. Godli. Soul, Chrift is at_the Door, and T

his noble and renowned Off-fpring, true Godli-

#efr, Dolt thou remember that Word, Behold

2 fand at the Doory and knock, &C Rev. 3. 20

Str, now T will ask yom_ the like Queltion,

Pray what is your Name ? 1 hope Tam come

| to the right Door ? il 2 3

. He told him his Name might very well be

| calied loofe and ungodly Prodigal; for (faid

| he) T have hitherto lived a very wicked Life :

But fome call me of late Thoughtful, becaule |

1 am bleffed be God) newly come to my felf, |

by thinking upon my latter end, and the evil

t of my former ways. . i 2 e &

Godli. But why doft thou chufe to take up A\

thy Dwelling in this Village now, when {o 3\\

| many are going out ? ' Sy ‘
Thoughtful, Sir, ’tis becaufe I hear it is the

beft Town in ali the Country to fecure a Man

from Danger in evil tinies, provided I can but

get a place in_one of its firong Holds in the

Heart of the Town ; for I have heard there is

no {afe Dwelling at the Towns end, no , nor-

any where in the Suburbs, ‘
Befides, T was told lately, that Babylon, where

I have dwelt till now of late, will fuddenly

| be defltroyed : I do it indeed to fave my own

Soul 5 1 am Sir, defirous to find out (if it may

be) where trus Peace, Happinefs and eternal

Felicity is to be had ; for I fe¢ they are not to

-

SO
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M
be found in thofe Paths 1 formerly walked; 1 ‘%ﬂ;{g

mean, in the Ways of Riches, Honour, and t afte
Pleaﬁ:re of this World. i he ﬂ::l th

Godli. 1 commend thee, honeft Thoughefy - | ot
thou haft done wifely, and like a confiderard ‘ﬁgisf}’d
Man ; prithee let me come in and dwell wit}, &;hic f
thee, and thou wilt find this poor Town the e f
moft fifeft and moft fecure place in theg ?,ie”"ﬂﬂ]
dangerous times, in all the World. Sir, 1 haye an and
wandred about 2 long time, travelling frop, | Mt

ace to place, to feek for one whom [ begr |™1d
pl ppesy. Pl ar | yd
much good will to, but hitherto I have o, |4
found him 3 his Name 1s Confideration s an4 s
many things more he faid, t0 make him i, b
love with true Godlinefs. ;

Upon this, Confideration, who it feems Was | Spindé, !
within, whilpers Thoughtful in his Ear, anq ;Mn #,blf
faid, This is he that can alone make thee hap. | chd

v, if he be readily, fincerely and heartily eny. i
rac’'d and entertain’d. Is it not good for the, #° Vi
to mule upon the Worth and excellent Nary,, %
of thy Soul ? thou art made a Man, and theye_ | nd 2y
fore for a nobler-and higher End and Empl,, | pe P‘”tﬂ‘

mept (fure) than Eating and Drinking, 51,3 i wqhat“
ing and Playing, and wholly to mind thp-‘i it d
Trade and Tecular Affairs, and to enjoy feny i ;ng?, |
fual Pleafures, (a Happinefs which Beaits il Flfﬂ;s
rive to as well as thee ) for this glorious S:)r" | soulw
which lies in thy Bofom, is capable of kno\u} w Bondo {
ing God, and of enjoying Union and Con\. Cur(e,"sJ
munion with him for ever s {o that all tho}“ aﬁuﬂl j
who fuffer the Honours, Profits and Pleaf;, ¢ | (it
of the World to take up and engrofs th?‘: | mﬂh i}
. Hearts, go eltray, and err from the great | ip " hid !
of their Creation. Alas,there is nothing do §d| hin ne‘
lefs can fill the Defircs of thy Soul, or beu i:i e je
§

Sum l

3 . i
¢
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Summum Bonum, but God himfelf : Thou haft
i, hitherto fuffered thy Affeétions and Defires to
* Yun after whatfoever thou couldeft think might
. Yeild thee true Felicity ; but it is evident there
i, 'S nothing thou canft find here below, that can
i ftisfy thy thirfty and ever craving Soul. Rickes
| Which fometines thy Heart hath been fo much
| fet upon, cannot be thy Suwmum Bonum, or
Chiet Happinefs 5 for they are uncertain, {leet-
Ing and variable things 5 and let a Man have
.~ Dever fo much of them, yet he is ftill craving
¢ and defiring more, fo that 'tis as Solomon fays,
/ §Je that defireth Silver, fhall not be [arisfyed with
" Silver, : ; £
" Secopdly, Honours aré of like Nature ; and
befides their Vanity, they  depend on the
Minds will and Humors of Men, who are |
changable and unconftant. = .
Thirdly, Pleafures. and Foluptuoufizefs, they
are common (as I told thee) with Beafts as well
as Men, and alfo have annexed their Sting
and Difcontention when they are paft. ey
Befides all this, Confideration to enduce him
to open to trud Godlinefs, bid him ask his Soul
in what State’it now was ? what it was a do-
| ing? and whither it was a going? &
Firfty He endeavouring to fhew him, that his N
Soul was in the Gall of Bitterrefs, and in the
Bond of Iniquity, being under the law and
- Curle of God, both in refpet of original and
aftual Sin; he having not yet clofed with
Chrift, nor received true Godlines. 3%
Secondly, Then as to what he was a doing,
he bid him fee if he did not negle@ that one
thing needful. Have you, {iid Confiderations
made Religion your chicf Bulinfs, fince yoa
G C.in
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came to live in this place ? have you not ra-
ther fpent too much of your time about Noti-
_ons and airy Speculations 1 isthon
Thirdly. Whither are youa going ? faid he ;
are you fit (being well prepared) to Die ? ara
you a going the way to Heaven ? fure that can.
“not be, unlefs you veceive true Godlinefss for |
have heard that it confifts in a right Faith, ,¢
“ well asina holy Life. Oh what Coft, Laboyy
‘Pains, Means, Motives and Arguments, hath
God ufed to make Men {enfible of the everlaft.
ing Intereft of their Souls, and t0 €ngige them
+0 a levious Preparation for another World,
And this ferious Preparation muft neceflarify
bea thorough Work of Regeneration, Faith qnq
fpotlefs Converfation 4 for

greea
ven being a Holy place, nothing but perfeq

Klolinefs reigning there,

Progrefs was made in Holinefs here 3 and thyt
it was not to be thought a Man could reach ;0
¢he higheft ftep of a Ladder without afcendin
the lowermoft fisft. Who (faid he) ever ho
ped fora Crop of Corn without fowing any 5
or expecied to reap Wheat :
thing but Tares ? ‘

He laid alfo before him the Nature and H
linefs of God, his infinite Hatred of Sin ao-
great Severity againft all unbelieving and. and

enitént Soals, together with the perfe knlm‘
ledge he had of the Hearts, Thougﬁts and VV? W
?f the Childrecl; of Merrli', likewife his dl.eacilfzi
adentents, Commands; Threats :
ous Promiles. 2 ty:and,; preci.
. \ e

the Nature of the !

‘Means (faith he) muft ever be fuitable and 5. | ‘
ble to the Nature of the End. And Hea. | jfo

, . fo it wasimpofible to
enter into it hereafter, without a confiderable |

and fowed ng. |
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m”e. brought to his Mird alfo the Evil of Sin,
weng him1 what an abominable = thing it
g thas for Man, to feek to pleafe, obey, and do
i oS Will ofthe Devil, and offend, difobey and
, SYofs the Will of God. Nay, and he began to
o 'Peak of the Excellency of true Godline/s alfo,
{ and what he fhould gain by embracing hiny
and letting Chyrift and the Spirit of Chrifty Clarift
+ nd the Grace of Chrift, Chrift and true Godline/fs
- Yeign in his Heart. Nay, he had fo much to
| fiy, that had he not been oppofed and bafely

57'8[:' . But, alas, on a fudden there was great
Difturbance in the ‘Houfe, and poor Confidle-
ration went to the Walls, and was almoft ut-,

terly expelled his Tabernacle, $yor

Difficulty, Sloth, DeficiencysSe~ . Lo
curity,DJ:;ﬁggr,Worlev-C'are:'and The chiefelt
Crzrnal-Company: ~ Thelec and . Enemies 4
- many other Enemies appeared Confideration.
_to obftruét and hindex Cofide- . =

ration about this great and Important Bufinefs
- of opening to true Gadlzhcg}. i oy (130
 Eirft, Difficulty fpeak atter this manner: ' Sivy
do not trouble “your felf to {tudy to find out
thele great Myflteries of Religion and Godlinefs,
- for it is a Work too hard and difficult for yon
to . underftand, there is nothing in the World
'~ that is mote abftruce and mylterious 3 there-
- fore to mule upon them, would be loft Labour.

. Slorh told him, it was laborious and toilfom
Work, and,’twould be great Wearifomneft to
hin, if the Difficulty did not make it impoflible.

Dificicney fuid; he was a Man ofa weak 1n-
Gz erftanding

. Obftructed, (with fome other help) Thoughtful
" had prefently opened the Door to frue Godli-

Now the Enemies he met withéwasa:théfe B

ST TR |
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erftanding, and thof things were Matters Tap  afidel™
the Learned and moft knogwing Men :)t?;}lf?r Cﬂfgﬁﬂyn
tudy, nay, and that many of them too nog !rﬂfen‘ C
.wx}hﬁanclmg all their protound Learning’ Pr e (0;#
ficiency and Skill in the Tongues, could ilardIO- ‘W”d'u's [t
attain to the right knowledge of theni. Y 30f f,‘;’f"p
Security endeavoured to make it appear hi v}_tF’Miﬂd"
‘Condition was very good and fafe now an’; 1 foch
chat he had Religion and Godlinefs enopgy 9pid0%)
without troubling himfelf farther, and thatgh’ atly 2
exceeded in Holinefs many Men that had lives a0y
long in the Town. Morcover, he told hiy, i(love "Id
that he had followed the Counlel of Confide, ;. % bl

tion too much already. ‘;T g
Danger too fpoke feveral things: 1. That ¢4 f“; forﬂ’_ ;
give place to him, would ftet in his E“emy ! ﬁ‘w’“
Melancholy, which might endanger his Lifa ‘ﬂeo@el#ﬂ
Do you not fee (faith he) how uncomfortabje 16 o W
this Fellow Confideration has made many brayg fhoﬂ [
‘Men, caufing them, by thinking on their lay. 0 Al
ter Ends, to hang down their Heads like a‘v‘wg W:ﬂe
Bull-ruth, fold their Arms, and fpend thei aﬂmﬂ, i
days in Tears and Weeping 5 hearken not ty | d;@dmo‘
‘him, for he will certainly infufe fad Thoughg, W(;NW"
into your Mind, and give you nothing bus‘é% i
Gall and Vinegar to drink. ~ b el Jet
o He fiid moreover, Confideration had mada | qot! Al uf;
amany Menigo befides themfelves; and if he d'e ‘ fhe;;d ﬁ{]a
adhere to him about this Affair, he wonig [],d | h’ﬁd |
iDiftraéred. e ﬂ””gged X)Y
3. He infinuated alfo, That if he dig Soni. 1 EH 10
oufly mufe upon this Matter, or give ply, ccr i | yilb?
Confideration, {o that Godiinefs came to b Cto | fhy "ot
«in, he would bhe undone, and utterly rui(-:,'lgt /
b]

the Timesare fuch.
Warldly-cares proved as great an Eneny ¢, g"{:mdcﬁ’
: p 6

s 71ft-
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Confideration as any of them, for he could not
femouﬂy mufe, nor think upon Eternity, or the
Prefent Condition his poor Soul was in 5 he
Was {o hurried in his Mind about the Affairs
of this Life : nay, no fooner at any feafon that

4 he fet himfelf to ruminate or ponder them in
his Mind, but Wordly-cares would expel and
drive fuch thoughts away.
Old Companions and Carnal Company did
gl’éatly abufe Confiderations by ine
endeavouring to nake him out .szl Gompa=; |
of love witha virtuous Life : nions. j ey
Thefe laboured to fawn himin- o
to Mifery, and to tickle him into an Eternity
of Torment ; they turn’d Religion and Godli-
nefs into a Jeft, and made the Precepts of the:
Gofpel matter for Raillery, and told hiw, that:
thole Men that {cemed moit ferious, were the.
moft feditious, and that theix Profeflion fa-
voured of nothing but of Pride, Singularity;
and Hypocrify. S ,
i Nov};f afteg they had fpoke their Pleafure,’
and almoft filenced, nay, quite routed poor:

% Cunfideration ; his nfind was {o filled and hur-
ried about many things ;, which Godline/s, though -
' not yet let in, over-heard, and prefently took:
them all up, and an{wered them one byone. |
And firft, he fpeak to this purpofe : Honeft
Thaughtful, 1 would not have thee to bedif=
- couragéd by thofe ill-bred Fellows thou-haft’
within, to [light poor Confideration, for he s
thy very good Friend, and as able a Councel~
lor as moit in this Town: Moreover, very great.
Inconveniencies allo have always followed
thofe who have -unadviledly gone about to
flight and contemn him : Nay, 1 muft tell thee,,
G3 - moft

&
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moft of all thofe great Miferies and heavy
Fudgments that have befallen Nations, Citieg
)

‘Towns, Churches, and particular Souls, hatp!

been occafioned through their great negledt ¢
hearken to Confideration.  This was the cauf
Of Iﬂﬂ(l.f Ruiﬂe Of Old 5 God by his lnerCiﬁ]l
Providence, fent to them by his Prophets, ¢4
advertife and warn them of their pcrilous’ £
fats and Condition, by reafon of their Sing
and not only told ‘them of their imminen{-
Danger thereby,’ but alfo- revealed the tyya
. Caufes thereof, and howthey might eafily pr°
vide Remedies for the prevention of it 5y,
thev refufed: to lay it to Heart, or giveyy,,
to- Coufideration about it, which made Yepsq, g1

to bewail their fature Mifery after this map. |
ner 5 Othat they were wifey that they underfbopy |

this, That they would confider their latter cng )
Deut. 32.29. Among other Canles of their djf.
mal calaimities, none 15 More general or oft.

ner alledged in the lack of Confideration, ang
»11s through this means, as by a common Snare i
and Deceit of the Adverfary, moft Men fa |
into Sin, and rejet me, and arz holden-alfy |
perpetually in Satan’s Bonds, to their Deftrye. |
&ion and Perdition, Men go on in their aby.

minable Lufts, Pride, Opprefiion , excefs of
Riot, Drunkennefs, ~and all manner of [),.

bhauchery, without confidering what the end

of thee things will be © Wo unto them (fjpy
the Lord) that vife up early in the morning, ¢},
shey may follw Strong Drinks and contimue 107y
night : ‘
Vio[”the Tabret and Pipe, and Wine are ji phyor
Feafls, but they regard not the Work of the Laré{r

neither confider the Operation of bis Handy, 16

§e 11,

till Wine inflame them, and the Harp ay4

et
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§. 11, Their curfed Lufts, and beaftly Senfu-
ality brought theni to negect Confideration, and » 4
Ingonfideration brought them to the Pit fide;or |
brink of Hell, Propterea captivus qlu&m fi.f :
bopulus meus quia non_ b buit  [cientiant, Gut,l e
%50d in the fame place, by the Prophet, Therg-
fore, and for this caufe 15 my People led away
Captive, cge. for they ‘have no Knowledge, no
Undetftanding of the Time to come, 1o Coh-
fideration of their Danger: He that will not
lend an Ear to Confideration, renders himfel
little better than a Brute: And what follows .
this Folly and Madnefs ? rherefore (faith the
Holy Ghoft) Hell hath enlarged her [elf; and
opered her Mouth without meafure, and. their Glo~
ry, and their Multirude, and their Pomp, and
be that. rejoyceth [hall defcend into it, 10:5.13,14- |
A brutifh Man noweth oty néither. doth a Fool |

under(Fand this, when the Wicked [pring as the
i G’r‘aj‘.rj,} and when all the Warkers af: Iniquity do

Flourifl « It isthat they fhould be deftroyed for evers
Plal g2. 6,7. The Ox knowetly bis owner, and
the Afs his Mafters Crib, but Ifvael doth not kncmws -

vy People doth not confiders 1fa. 1..3..
Negligence, Carelelnefs, Ignorance, and &

- want of Confideration as it brought Ferufulem \
down wonderfully, Lam. 1. 9. {o it hath been
the Bane and common Perdition of unthink=-
ing and wretched Man from time to time, and -
will be yours, if you hearken to thefe evil Ene-
mies of your Soul, and fuffer Confideration, to be
expelled your Tabernacle : Why at this' day |
are there fo many People, who drink up ITni~- |
quity as the Fifh drinks Water ? that commit
~ all manner of Sin, all Ouitrages, ‘all Injuftice,
all Turpitude, treading down the Poor, and
G4 con-’

/
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contemning (me) true Godline[s, without re. | "{!e-hca
morce of Confeience, or dread of God’s Wrath Cor
and fearful Vengeance that doth perfue them ; | pere 5

‘but for the lack of Confideration of that which | God..!
is like to be their Reward and Punifhmeny | ple Co
for all their abominable Doings in the end ? | gre?
Thus faith the Lord, Confider your Ways 5 Confidey | ge 0!
your Doings, Haggai 1. Confider this ye thar for. mough
get God, leafl be tare you in pieccss and, there be | jelp
wone to deliver you Pfalm §0. Aye, but they Jaf5 0
will not confider itynot lay it to Heart, they | g
will not know in this their day the things that | Eon
belong to their Peace, but inconfiderately put | gfpy
the evil day far away, a'nd h_arden theip | Defeaf
Hearts againft God, provoking him to draw . | jo
his Sword, and caufe his Hand to take hold of e |
Judgmeut 5 for nothing doubtlefs can be.more a1y,
Intolerable in the prefence of the Almighty,
than this Iniquity, fith he hayh publifhed  hig e
T.aw, declared his Pleafure againft, Ungodlinefs, _
charging all to bear it in their Minds, to pon- Gerit
der it in their Hearts, t0 ftudy and meditate :
upon it both day and night at home and a-
broad, when they rife up, and wirn thgv Tie 3(65‘.((
down to make it their Cogitation and Rumij-
nation continually, ('J‘f\t'- /_\ﬂd 0O th}t Men
{hould ever, notwithftanding :111_ this, con- b
zemn ity and make it oo part of thuir Thoughts, | t o
but rather flee the knowledge thereof , God | Pafe
mkes his Complaint, and denm}rmath Judg-
menf, but no Man (s the Prophet Feremiq), o
fheweth) will enter into Confideration, noy thd c
mind wiiy the Land Mourns @ none cry out e
¥ bar bave I done 2 All Men, alas! are upm:_ }mﬂ;c
their own Courfes, and run on the fame with 20 tfd
as great Vehemency and fierce Obftinacy, a5 gt

a

3
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a fierce. armed Horfe into the Battle, when«
he hears the Trumpet found.- :

Come Thoughtful, Confiderations if> thou ad- -
here to him,. will help  thee to learn to know -

God and thy felf, and to find out the mifera-

ble Condition thou and all Men are in by Na--
ture : He js the Key that openeth the Door for:
me to enter the innermoft Room of thy Hearts-,
though it is true, he cannot open it without:
help : Nay, farthermore, he is the Looking--

slafs, or rather the very Eye of thy Soul, where--

by thou maift view thy felf, and fee what a.

Condition thy Soul is in 5 hercby thquvmaiib
efpy thy Debts, thy Danger, thy:Dutiesy thy:
Defeéts, thy Safety, the Courle thou-doit fol--
low, the Company thou doeft kecp 5 finally, ,
the place and end whereunto thou draweit ;.
nay, he will give thee a veiw of alk God’s Pro-+-
ceedings and Dealings with Men “ever fince :
the creation of -the World, the Reafort why
i God fent his Son, his Gofpel, his Spirit; high,

Servants, and takes fomuch Pains to: bring~
- Men to Salvation: Nay, and thow, alf, . by
his help, maift - find ‘that alk‘the Means God>
ules. to bring:thee toa true fight and fenfe of -
Sin and Wrath, and to recover thee out of thy-
fallen Eftate, will prove vain andineffeQtual:
to thee, let therefore the Confideration of the-
Panger thowr: maift: efcape through hearkening::

\

|

to him' on'the one hand; and: the great Ad-~

vantage thou maift-receive on th ery 10w
ther with the abfolute neceffity i)?‘t'ﬁ;tu’ri}}?iund:
and cherifhing  of: hin, . and ftanding -up- fog:
him 5 if thou would’ft be happy, .engagcvl the1
not to, be: difcovraged to incline to him, noi %
regard what-any dpgak againfthin,, for he wills
Gy, caufey
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caufe thee to hear glad Tidings; nay, and he
in part an Inftrument to let me in 5 which if
thou doeft, I will bring thee acquainted with,
God and Jefus Chrift 5 nay, help thee to ,
Room in his Heart, and lead thee into Unjgy
and Communion with him, and give thee
much Glorious Light, ye1, and help thee ¢,
Pardan for Sin, Peace of Confcience; and oy 1,
the FHoly Ghoft, and make thee a Son of God,
give thee a place in the Heavenly Family, feed
thee with the Bread of Life, cloath thee wipp,
81071.0”5 Robe;, Wthh fparkle llk.e D{ﬂnzand_r, yea
make thee Rich, rich in Faith, in Knowledge, i,
| Expericuces, truly Rick, always Rich, eternay,
Rich s yea, and feta Crown of (;E‘ory Upon
thy Head, make thee an Teir of Heaven apng
Farth 5 thy Renown alfo hereby will be great,
* thou fhalt have Angels to guard thee, Chrifl
to fexrve thee, God to honour thee. O loya

hin1, who woul

thee to trinmph with Seraphims, and fit dowp,

with thy glorified Redeemer upon the Throne.

of God for evermore. Itis impofiible fuch 5
Friend fhould fare better than my great My,
fter, who had no place where tolay his Heaq
Alas ! Men deal withme and my poor Frieng,
Cunfideration, as_the Inhabitants of Sodom did.
deal with the three Heavenly Meffingers that.
entredinto Zot’s Houfe, viz. Quarrel with ye

Abule us,and offer Violence to us, fhew theiy.
Spleen againdt us, who feek: to preferve they,
from:. being confumed; and who, whilft e
are with them, ftay the Hand of Heaven from.
falling upon theny, the Hand of the deftroyin g

HBogel, that they perifh. not, and endeavoyy ton

/ make

d lead the into Chrift’s Bofon,,
and caufe thee to fit in’ Heavenly places, make.
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Make them for ever happy, poflefling all true |
clicity, and free them from allmifery. Does |
Dot every Man defire afrer thatwhich isgood ? =
“Vas ever any Man in love with. Torment 2 Is
it not every one’s Intereft to ftudy how to pre- -
vent it? Why then fure Thoughtful, Confidera-
tiop cannot but have thy affetion, unlefs thou =
doft contemn Rivers of Pleafures, inconceiva- -
ble Glory, even the incxhauftible Riches of
both Worlds, and chufeth rather Anguifh,
Death, Hell, and fulphurous Smoak .nd :
Flames for my Portion. Aad ' '
now to take off what Difficulty The Diﬁcwlg;‘«f\’
|

fays aguinft entertaining of Con-  of Conlidera=:

[tderation, he balely infinuates, tion anfwered.

that to mufe and ponder upon . - ‘

the great Concerns of Godlinefs and another |

World, is a hard and difficult Work. |

Whereas to undertake great and hazardous,.
and dangerous Atchievements, for Worldly Ad-
vantages, this is notwithftanding prefently un-+

- dertook ;. Men do ‘not: care_how difficult the < |

il Work is, if it: be but profitable 5 and thall this

- bea Stumbling-block.in thy way ? What wil} -

- not Man call-difficult; if-they have no mind -
to it How fhould fome HOLIFJS'—[)&_: built, .
Bridges over great Rivers be made, Fields be -
fowed. .and dangerous: Voyages to Sea be un- - &
dertaken ? Shall the Carpenter fay, O ’t/s diff-
cul | ‘and rhe. Husbandman fay; O ’tis diffi-

- culr ! and .the Mariner fays 'tis difficulr} and
fo lay it all afide ? Nay,isit-not fad,. that -

bloody Pa ifts, and other wicked Enemies of

the Gofpel, fhould .not-think.any thing too
hard and difficult to undertake, to fipprefs and

detiroy Godlinefs ?. and y(:t many. Who. profefs .

: 3.0 an
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a love to me, do not care to encounter with,
fmall Difficulties about Confideration, how t,
entertain and embrace me, tho’ it be their onlj
Bulinefs-and' chief Intereft in all the World .
Were a Man’s Houfe on fire over his Head
and he like to be Burn'd, would he not ' thiy
of ways to get out, becaufe it was a difficyp
Work to do ?
- ’Tis not becaufe Confiderations about Heaven

and Happinefs are fo hard and- difficalt, by
becaufe Men have no will nor love to thefs

things, other things are more in' their Affeq;:

ons. Befides, the rareft things are not o).
tiin’d but through great difficulty. Wy,
Hazards do Men often run for Honour and.

worldly Riches ? Oh! what Projects and Coy,
trivanc)és do they find out ? and wilt the,
defift this Work, becaufe it is difficult ? :

¢ Gunfideration (faith one ) that fj otlefy

, ¢ \,]irgml,z that }I‘O{)eof:i ngels
. ¢that Envy of Devils, thy

Do ¢ Off-fpring of God,. the Lad'f
% der whereby Men climb to-Heaven is thoughy

* ¢ hard, though rxothing’l?e more_ eafy, ’tis ,
¢ thing portable, and ’tis always to be had,

' £ its always in Seafon, always at hand, alwayg
¢ in call, no Burden ina ]ourn;y, no Loy,
¢ in a Voyage, Men may carry it with thep,
¢ where-ever they go, when they Travel abrogg.
‘¢ when they ftay at home, when they fit down

¢ when they rife up, they need not -go beyond: |
4 Sea to fetch it, or envolve many Books, to e |

¢ Mafters of it, they need not fail to the A
¢ podes to compals it; nor dig under Groyn q t‘
¢ find it ? they need not Ranfack the Fodies to
% enrich themfelves withit, they need not fe?r

Khti L

2
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¢ their Lands and Houlfes to purchafe it, nor
¢ run the hazard of Sword and Fire to fecure it 5

M

W © they nced not clamber Mountains to poﬂ'cé'v

¢ it nor wade through Rivers to inherit it~ -----

Strange Stupidity ! Men do not think it hard
to carry Talents of Lead, or Mountains of Sin
on their Backs, and yet they think Confideration
difficult, who, like a faithful Friend, vould
tell them how to be rid of that load that will
(except they get Faithin Chrift, or recciverrze
Godlinefs into their Hearts) fink them down
into the loweft Pit 5 they do not think it hard

to dig into Hell, yet they think Confideration
hard, who would teachthem a way to quench
that Fire 3 they do not think it hard to be {
ogpreﬂ"ed by a bloody Ufurper, and yet they
think Confiderarion hard, which would help
them to fhake hint off. O Fools and flow of
Heart ! they that have Courage to meet an
 Army in the field, and have Confidence to

i Laugh at the glittering Spear and Shield, they

% that have Courage to Plow the Sea, to face the
mouth of a Cannon, to ftand a Volley of Shot,

to fight Duels, to endare the noife of Guns,

t0 hear the clafhing of Swords and Spears, and

lie on the cold Ground many Nights together,

to have an Arm or Leg cut off ; have they
Courage to do-all this ;. ‘and. fhait thou think
Corifideration about thele great things too hard \
for” thee ; Contemn the thoughts of being
overcome by this deceitfol and timorous Fel:
tow Difficulty. : ;

Secondly, As to-what Deficiency fays, That
thon arta Man of a weak Underftauding :
Alas ¥ thow can’ft perceive that Gold is better
than Glafs or Rattles, and that Pearls are bet-

tex:
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ter than: Pebbles; thou art able to perceive

thou art Mortal, and muft Die, and doit kney,.
when a bone is broke, ’tisgood to have it Set .-
and that Food is good for thee when thou ar¢

hungry 5 and that "tis good to get Clothes op

to hide thy Nakednefs, and art not able to ce,...
~ler the need there is of Food to feed thy Sonl,.

and Clothes to cover the nakednefs of thy
Soul, and that it is good to get Grace, to enrich
thy Soul. Art able to-find out how grievoys
*tis.to be caft-into a Furnace of Fire, and canft
not think that 'tis worfe to be caft into a Fire
that cannot be quenched 5 Nay, and have not
sveak and fimple ones in their own Eyes, and
in the Eyes of others t00, attained to the Skij|
of Confiderarion about their Eternal [Fate ? nay
and have wonderfully out-done the wife ang
tearned ones of the World in it 00 ? Knowledge
is eaf§ unto bin that hath Underflandivg, Proy,
14. 16. Wifdom gives Szlbrz[ty" to {he Simpley and
young Men Know edge and Difcretion, Prov. 1. 4,
PV hen Wildom entreth into thine Heart, ang
Knowledge is pleafant: ro thy Feet 5 Difcretion

fhall p-eferve thee, and. Underftanding fhall keep .

thee, Prov. 2. 10, 1X:. ;
Thirdly, As for what Sloth faith, thou haft:

caufe to abhor him, for he is a beggarly Villain,

and deferves to be drove not only out of thy.
Houlfe, . but out of the Town and World top

for he neverdid no Man the leaft good, ca{%i
him out as a Vagabond! How: now,  Though;..

ful, wouldft thou not take pains ; Remember,

the flothful perfon fhall beg at Harveft, and
have nothing through his means 5 and Idlenef :
vl

his Brother : Thy Houfe is ready to fall throug

and : thy Vineyard is grown all. over with

Thorns .
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@ Thorns and Nettles, and yet he would not f
 Dave thee confider thy Danger, till 'tis too late: |
1o efcape it.  Oh how many have loft their |
Souls by this bloody Wretch! What good
comes of ZLdlenefs 7 Belides,do net you fee how
the Men of the World hate him? they will
not hearken unto him, but will in defpight of
him, confider of fit ways and means to get
Bread to eat, and Cloaths to put on, nay,
and feek out through great Induftry, rare Pro-
je&s to get ftore of Riches ; and wilt thoube |
- drawn away by him, from thinking on the - &8
. ready way to be made Rich, Great and Re-
. nowned for ever ? *Tis the diligent Hand that-
hath the Promife; Thou muft feek for Wifdom
- s for Silver, and fearch for ber as for hidden:
 Treafure, Prov. 2. 4. Nay, and do not think |
neither, I put too great a Burden upon thee,.
i for thou may’ft perceive thou' needeft not to- .
take greater Pains about this ineftimable Jewel'
thah the Men of the World: take to-get the
erithing things of this Life 5 nay,. if Men did*
seftow half the Zabour about the Good of their
- Souls, as they beftow about getting the World,.
and providing for their Bodies,, what happy
Creatures might they be ?* K
Fourthly, As touching whatthat tinmorous
faint-hearted Fellow, Danger, laid before thee, \
i in refpect of letting in  Adelancholly thisis a-
meer Deceit, for there isa vaft différence be--
tween ferious Confideration -and deftructive Me-- -
laneholly 5. a Man is not- therefore fad, becaule
he will not Swear, Rant, Whore, and be:
Drunk.. Confederation will let thee fee, that:
thofe Men, who are taken fo much -with vain.
Sports. and Mersiment,  have the leafh caufe-
i ¢



P it

e L

rsa The Trabeld of
to rejoyce , of any Men in the World;
Jollities are, as one_ obferves, much e
Aitila’s Nuptials, whofe Wedding-day pro.
ved his Funeral. Who would hazard an
Eternity of Joy for a moments time of vain.
and empty . Pleafures? None can rejoyce (.
heartily as he that hath: God' for his- Portion,
and hath his Name written in Heaven. 7
Confideration will let the fee, that whatf;_.
ever vain Men may fy, prate' aud boaft of,
tonching Joy and Pleafures, yet there is png

Delight and: Felitity like that which is foupg.

in the ways of true Virtue 5 that Godlinef; is:

the beft Security,and that the Jo of the whola . |

Farth is Mount Sion 5 thatint is Garden ayg,
the fiveetelt Rofes, the moft odoriferous Floy_
‘ers, the moft fragrant Plants, Rofes which have
no_ Prickles underneath, (nor like Carnal De..
lights) whofe Flowers fade and wither away -
nor like the frothy Mirth, which the Laughtey-.

" of Fools affords.-

Confideration would let the fee, that thofy
ferious Perfons, who look dejeéted ‘and me..
lancholy to a Carnal Eye, have Joys within
which no Stranger intermeddies with's and 4
little as they make of Chearfulne(s, yer the o

carry in theirBreaftthat which can make theiy -

Life a perpetual Jubilee.

2. They are Fools that account”the Tife of -

a Chriftian, Madnefs;, and his inward Peg,
e

- an aity Fiftion ; none is fuch a Phanatick N

he who-cherifhes a Serpent-in his Bofon

will certainly Ringvhing to Death, vé?lr,;:’nthat‘

fows, yet thinks to reapa good Crop atﬁ\’er

veft; that may have glorious Robes to ¢} o

hiny, and yet values his own.nafty Rags agg!ih:,
4 " 3 '&

them,

~ s
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them or elfe chufes to go maked 5 who hates,
i and fezks to deftroy his beft Friends, for the
. fike of whom he is not deftroyed 5 who thinks
to goto Heaven, and yet walks the direct way

to Hell. Can there be greater Madnefs than

| to prefer a Stone before Bread, or feed upon
is all good

. Husks with the Swine when there i
things to be had, if they would but feck out
for them ? Can there be greater Madnefs than
to value a bafe Luft above God, Chrift, and

eternal Glory ? /
C 2 Whergxs Danger tells thee (to obftruft

C'a;(yjfdfr"ation from opening to .
nefs of the times, and that if T'am let in, thou
wilt be undone ; know _then, If Tam kept
out, there is no way to efcape, but rain d thou
wilt be ? no danger like Soul-danger? he can
never be undone that hath God for his Portion,
and Heaven for his Inheritance 5 lofe thy Soul,
and what’ haft thou more; and unlefs thou

confider the fooner, and open to me, thou
cant not fave it 5 for without Hobinefs no Marn

all fee the Lord.
ﬂJ, Fi{r‘e}flylf PV orldly-caves, 1 KNOW, hinders my
dear Friend Confideraticin as much as any thing ;
he would perfivade thee thou haft no time to
think on God nor Godlinefs, having a Trade
to follow, a Family to provide for, ¢jc. But
fhall thofe things hinder thee from thinking

of any thing elfe ? Is there not one thing more

needful, viz. to make muc‘}g&dor ferionfly think
)

on me, and of the Concerns of thy Sou}, when
‘thou art at work, or about thy fecular Af-
fairs, when thou goeft out, and when thou’

comeft in, when thou lieft down, and when

thou rifeft up; thy Heart may be wih God,
: when

thee) of theevil-
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when thy Hand is otherwife employed : Ty
if the World is got into thy Heart, there car,x |

be but little room for Confideration or trye God-
linefs 5 a continual hurcy of Buline(s puts oy .

the Eye whereby it fhould reflect upon it fuir: | p

But fhall the Earth keep out Heaven, and tpe

Prince of Darknels fhut out the Prince of |

Light, and Briers and Thorns choak the g4 :
Seed? Shall Warldly-€sres and Bufinefs be g
chiefoft Guefts, whom thou biddeft welcope A

and fhall Chrift ftand at thy Door as aneg?

&ed Stranger.  Shall Thoughts be cherifhed ™, |
bout getting the World, and ferious Confide,. |

tion be crufhed, who would put thee in 1 way
how to get Heaven ¢ But remember -thig,’ he

that has no time to open to Chrift here, Chrif

will find no time to open to him hereaftey,
Can the World help thee to Peace and Py,

don’ om a Death-bed, or Riches deliver thee i,

the day of Wrath.

: Sixtily, As what thy old Companions lay
before thee, to render me odious, if thow ming
or regard them,adieun for ever: They that hate
Scrioufhefs themiclves, muft needs diflike g,
in others : Theleare the Devils Agents, whop,
he fends abroad into the World to deflowey.

Virtue, thefe are his Faftors, by whom he- |

draws Men into eternal Chains of Darknef; .
thefe firive to put me (true Godlinefs) into ;

Wolves Skin, that fet all the Dogs in tha

Town upon me. “¥his Ags hath bred more
Montfters of Wickednels than many Ages be.
fore it, Shun kecping Company. with thef
Scoffers and Ceatemners of true Godlinefs, for the
Fords fake.  As thou art come into the Town
of Religion, fo let the truly Religious be thy

Com- J
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COl'npanions, who will, inftead of hindring,
¢lp ferious Cosfideration. “What Ground is
there to think a Man fhould mind the true In- .
tereft of his Soul, that keeps Company with
Perfons who miake a Sport and May-game of
[erious Confideration ? He that would keep his
{ Garden and precious Flowers fecurely, nmit
be fure, what ever he does, to keep out the Hogs. -
What is he that keeps company with Sinners,
~ but a Companion of Sinners? and Society in
 Sin ftrangely takes off from the Heinoulnefs
of it : Allo Men may judge of a Perfon by the
Company he keeps 5 as is a Mans Company,
fuch 15 the Man, and as is his Company here,
fuch it is like to be hereafter. O how do Sin-
ners harden one another in ways of Wicked-
nefs ! They think there is {ome Comfort in
having Affociates in Mifery. They dare to Sin
more frecly (as one oblerves) v
when they are in company, be-" Dr. Horneck.

e “"‘~f~—-———~-——-\“‘

&

ISR T

ing afraid their fingle Valour &

will never be able to Duel Gods Wrath; they
hops God will not damn a multitude of his
Creatures togethers asif the number of Sin-

ners could move the Almightv into Compafii- |
ony and if they perifh, they think, nay, fome-
times fpeak it, they fhall fare as well as their
Neighbours, ’tis a hard thing indeed, Thoughe-
ful, to be ferious in {uch a Lafcivious Age as
thisis 3 a wicked Man, as he poifons the Air
in which he breathes, fo he pollutes the Age in

which he lives; 'tis bad Lodging in the Houfe .
where God himfelf refufes to dwell 5 ‘with the
Froward thou wilt foon learn Frowardnefs :
Who can touch Pitch and not be defiled ? But
tis better to be contemned for Virtue by Mea
on
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on Earth, than to be condemned for Vice
the God of Heaven ? Vice by
What fay’{t- thou now
Confideration Thoughtful 2 {hall Confiderar;,,,
owrcomes all %rev:iil with thee to” open the
bhis Enemies. oor to me ? He ftood and pyyy.
: * fed a while, and had a grey,
mind to embrace him : Confcience being Quite
brought over to join in with him, and Now
- Confideration was hugg'd by  Thoughtful With
great Joy, and all thofe other Enemics feep, 'y
quite vanquifhed ; but lo on a fudden pe
Enemies rofe up in his Houfe, and made firop,
Oppofition, and ftrove to keep Godlinefs gy
though Cunfideration was kindly embrac’d ; £2
he, like David, thought on his ways, and he_
gan to turn his feet to keep God s Teftimonie;
Pfal. 119. 59. and with the Prodigal, being
come to himfelf, refolved to go home to hjg
Father’s Houfe,

—

CH APy X1l

Shewing bow poor Thogghtful, ehough he hag
embrac’d Covdideration, wnd was refolved y,
receive Godlinefs into hisHoufe, was hindyeq
by one Old-man, Wilful-will, Carnal-affe.
&tions and Apollyon 5 alfo [hewing hom p,
met with his good Friend Laborious, pj,
did what he could to help him, but had 1y
prevaited, bad it not been: for another, ph,
came into his Affiftance.

Houghtful having with much Joy and G
T nefs embrac’d  Confideration,” ang g}f}i

bmvdy
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bravely overeome the Snares and Impediments» |
thofe "Adverfaries ( we mentioned before) laid
~In his way, was now refolved to receive true
Godlinefs, and fpeedily clofe with Jefus Chrift
but 1o on a fudden other Enemies (that feen’d
to lie {till in his Houfe before) rofe up and
made ftrong Oppofition againft his entertain-
ing this new Gueit : But, as he met with frefh
Oppofition from other Enemies, whofe Names
were Qld-inan, Carnal-affections and Willful-will,
all ftirred up by the envious and black Prince
Apoltyon, ams’ other Powers of Darknefs, fo he
had by the means of Confideration and the light
of Gods Word, fome new Friends, to help and
affift him 5 their Names were Confeience, in-

Sorm’d Fudgment, alias enlightened Underftand-
| amg. Now, _Apollyon being in. great fear, that
Thought ful, by the help of Confideration, Confes-
ence,and enlightencd Underftanding, would em-
brace true Godlinefs, role upin great Fury, and
fpoke to the reft of the ancrnal Crew tothis
purpofe. ;

Moft might Pow'ers,who ance from Heav'n felly \
7o rayfe this Throne and Monarchy in Hell 5 -
Beftir your felves with Jpeedy or allis gone, ! ~
,F”’ Thoughtful pas almoft the Battel wom = |

Zishateful i my fgbt to think that we
- Should by this thinking Thoughtful worfed be.

Shajl Godlinefs, that curfed Foe of ours,
evail againft all Hells infernal Powers ?
Jwear in foight of Heaven it [hall not be--r
7d prefently he raofe from off his Seat,

Ready to burft with Rage and Nalicegreat,

nd caft arer-ible Look on Thoughtful, wha

Stood 1, ufir g ftilly but knew not whattodo :

At
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Ar this, another Fiend ftept iny and [uid,

~ Letne’er a Devil of usbe afraid,

Loy don't you fee th’ unwaryWretch doth lie

Ope to your Arms in great Security ?

What ihough [2me Ground, is loft, we'll feck abgy,
To finid forme way to keep this Traveller out

We in the Houfe bave a ftrong Party yet,

“Who in our Bands keep bis unwary Feet s

But fad it is the Wretch [uch light [hould fee,
As to perceive bis woeful Mifery.
Ve muft beftir us, and give new Direltions,
Andby all means keep faft his Souls Affectiop;.
Aiction fill by Old-man is diretled,

And Willful will o us is well affected,

Let us purfue our prefent Enterprize

with allthe Power and Craft we can devife,
This Confidexation hath the Mifchicf doney
Vihom I do wiflh a Plague to light upon.

.Apoléwﬂ and all the Powers of Hell having

thus combin’d together, to find out new ways

to prevent Thoughtful from recewving true Godj;.

nefs, endeavoured to {tir up Old-man and hig

curfed Darling Curnal- affettions, to do whay
they could to place his Mind and Thoughy
upon the perifhing things of this Life: Wi,
being done, this put poor Thoughtful Ullto:l

ftand ; one while he was refolved to open the 4

Door, but then on a fudden his Heart vy,
captivated with the Pleafures and Delighgg ;)s
this Life, which came to pafs by reafon };
Affections were not yet throughly changed no]s
the evil qualitiesof his Soul removed ; for ¢ 3
man had grievoully corrupted all the Poye,
and Faculties thereof, V\'X}l)if}l Godlinefs (W(;ls
with Patience waiting {till at hig Door) pelro

Ceivine
mng,
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. Ceiving, ask’d him, What the matter was he
- did not let him come in ?

. bafe Fellow that he had got in his Houle.
- Upon this, Godlinefi, and he fell into a feri-

- Ons Difcourfe again.

-y being receiv'd ?
- Thought. His Name is Old Man ? :
| Godli. He is, indeed I know, my grand Ene-

My, and hath been near this 6000 Years, (for
lo old this Zilliain is3 )and there is not one
In all the World that has done me more
Wrong, to tell thee plainly, than he and his
carfed Daughter, Carnal- Affections. %

Thoupht. Aye, Sir, but 1 find allo one Wil-
| full-will is uterly againft your coming in ; Lord,
what will become of me, I know you are a
Perfon worthy of Entertainments and O,who
g am I, that you fhould come to be Gueft to {'uch
g 2 vile and unworthy Wretch. ‘
Godli. Nay, Thoughtful, 1 do not ftand alone,
but here are others waiting at_thy Doot to
come in with me alfo, who are Perfons of no
ncan Quality. j

Thought. Others, pray who are they ?

Godli, Why here is my Father the erernal jc-
9Vah, with Jefus Chrift, the Prince of the Kings
of the Earth, and the Holy Spirit, Rev. 3. 30
/] ought. Tord, what fhall 1 do? O infinite
i ad admirable Grace and Condefcention !
4 Godand Jefus Chrift, and the Holv Ghoft at
my. Door, and T not let them in! O this is
AN amazing Confideration ?

Godii. Nay Thoughtful, ’tis fo, and more 1
mult tell thee, they have ba:n waiting here a
long

el
- Thoughtful anfiwered, he was ,hindréd} by a.

Godli. Who is it, Thoughtful, that obftrufts
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Jong time, ever fince I came firft to knock at
thy door,and I told thee fo too, but I perceive
‘thy Memory proves falfe to thee ; likewife, he

is doubtlefs mifled by that bafe Old-nan 5 bye

if thou doft not open to me the fooner, “the
will leave thee, for they never come intg
any Man’s Houfe, who keep their Doors flyyy
againft rruc Godlinefs. Why doft not knock
the Qld-man dOWD, and-lay him a bleeding, *t;c
aot enough to cry, Whaty, Lordy [hall T do ? by,

thou muft fhake off that lazy ¥ellow Slor), ang

like a brave ul, ac
1 Thought. Alas what can' T do? this Old-4y 3

too ftrong for me, and Wilful-willis a very fiyp.
born Fellow t0o,1 am no match for then,
Godli. Why 1 will tell thee, there is one vl

thy Houlfe that will help thee, if thou hearkey,

to him.
Thought. What is his Name, Sir ¢

Godli. His Name is Confcience.

 Thought. Sir, 1 know him very well, he by :
{ince his Eyes were opened, beena very go?.& | B

Friend to me. But for a great while he lay ;
my Houfe as one Dead, and I found his gy‘ef;

almoft quite put out by that curled Old-m ,
but all that he can do, is not fufficient W{'xI?h’ ;

out farther help.

Godli. Thou fay'ft right, thank enlightn
Underftanding  for that s Coenfideration {;d
bringing thee to read and hear God's 31—101
Word, opened his Eves alfo, but is there nY
ver another, Friend of mine in thy Houfe, whe(;

can lend thee a little Affiftance in this time of

need ?
Thought. Alas, Siry, who have Telle th
A LA at
do any thing for me, for my Honfe ‘is fullm()nf

curfed

and coufagious Soul, acquit thy fu1f. | 1

3
& L i)
J.u
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| Curfed Adverfiries ; never was a Cage fuller
- 9funclean and hateful Birds, than my Houfe,
1 mean my Heart, is full of Bafe and filthy:
nemies to true Godlinefs. R
y Godli. Thou fayeft right, I believe thee, poor
) Thoughtful : But prethee fee if thou canit not
find a Friend that I dearly love, and have a
long time fought for.

is Name. ‘

Godli. His Name is Endeavour, alias Labo-
‘ous 5 you can’t imagin Thoughtful what great
things he hath done : Oh, I love him dearly,
he helpt Aluap,to build the Ark, and Fasob to
. get the Bleffing, and to Wreftle with ‘the An-

 the Temple. Confideration '’tis true, caufed
avid to think on his: ways, but it was Enu-
¢avour that turned his foot to keek Gods Sta-
utes : Confideration alfo brought the Poor Pro-
digal to his right Mind, but it was my Friend
Endeavoyr that fent him home to his Fathers
- Houf, *twas he that made him find his. Feet,
( after the Spirit of God had brought him to

imfelf) nay I could tell the, Ihave taught
M to get many a Blefling by Prayer.  Pre-
1“¢who was it that got the Three Loaves in the
9/bel, was it not this importunate. Laborious 2
"Y_‘”‘S it not he likewife that made the Poor

140w to prevail with ‘the unjuft Judge to a- -

¢ Promife of God is made to him, Jf yo fol-
W01 to know the Lord, then yor [hall know
##2. "Tis this diligent painful Perfon that
Makes Men (with Gods Bleffing) Rich, I
¢ 1ean Spiritually Rich : And this I muft tell
I : H thee

il i
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8¢l and to prevail too; and Selomon to build

venge her of her Adverfary 3 nay ina word,

SRS ST |

Thought. Pray Sir, who is th‘at‘_? tell me .,
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thee t00, he can do nothing of himfelf, do not
- think that he can open the Door, no, ne, it
muft be the Spirit of Ged that does that ; T do
..ot fay Thoughtful, that he is able to do it
but the promife of better affiftance is made ty
" this my dear Friend fweet Endeavour : Have
| wou never read in £fop’s Fables of a Man thay |20 G
was fallen into a Dich, and lying there almoft } i Vp
Drowned, he called to Fupiter to help him out, | cadin
‘but Fupiter anfwered, endeavour to gt out, | er,
and Fupirer will help thee ; T hough ’tis but 5 ~ | e Of
Fable, yet the Moral is very teachable. Now/ v Curﬁf ;
‘what doft thmzl fag 3’ boughtfz;!, canit thou fing’ | E"e"ér
ood Friend Enacavour s S
\ th}"ﬂfou btful, Truly Sir oW 1 think of it, 1 !f:n ot
 hope I have, but he hath been here but a lippje fone 0
time, if 1 have found him, and God knows‘ hi oot
“has been too much neglected by me, for I diq hﬁi D
-not fFrive to enter i at the firait Gate till now,
But pray wherein will he be fo ufefull to me 3 i 0
What are his Properties ? . : i
" Godli, Why he comm‘or&y fI’t)lrs u}z Men to alnf
at they can to open the Door to me, | Self-A
gso aw ghreat E);emy topglogh a?d Idlene_j's,’h: Godlit
makes them rife betimes in the Morning t, |l ’
~¢all upon God, and to read God's Word, "anqg p% i
pry into it very deligently, and he will capfa |
‘thee to incline thine Ear to what. Confeizngy g;ca iy
fays, and make thee tremble at his Reproofy | ¥4
and Accufations when you Sin againft Gog yoTW #
if you will but take his Counfel : He will aig | . s
“caufe thee to go to hear Sermons, and not tq poot
{leep when you come there, nor neglet nop |1
ﬁigjxt Conviftions, nor be carelels and remif qulfjﬂi_
in any duty, and will help thee to Labour af. | 0
ter Faith, and not to reft upon any thing fhoyy |05 e
of Chrift. ~ ¢ Thighs 6.
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I Thonght. O Sir, this lis the Friend I want,
2 and Blefled be God I have found him, Tam
/| telolved to imake ufe of his help and afiiftance
W| continually.  Now Old-man look to your [¢If,

| Laborious T hope, will do your Bufinefs, and I

b true Godlinefs.

tending upon ‘all the means of Grace. More-
Over, by the help of Endeavour he cut of {ome
one ot two of the Members of Old-man, that
Curfed Body of Sin, and prayed Morning and
| cVening, elchewing all open Prophanenefs and.
Scandalous Sins, and would not fpeak at
| Yandom with his Tongue, nor negle@t to heap
one good Sermon, if poflible he could get'an
OPportunity, amd became mighty juft in all

ld-nan ,raifed up an”other Enemy which had
*| almoft infenfible undone ‘him 5 his Name was
Self-Righteoufefs, a very great Enemy to true
Godlinefs, which Godlinefs foon perceived ; and
Called ypon him to open the Door, for it ap-
Peared he had not received him yet.
Gadli. Thougheful, What is the caufe of this
81’3&??; negleét ? "What fhall I not yet be recei-

- Your Door ? what is the matter now ?

L Thoughr. Traly Siy, 1 concluded now the
00t had been open, by the help of my good
riend Laborious, for 1 have done what‘he re-’
b quired of me. ' ;

8 UG Wilful-w;ll and Old-man have beguiled you,
dve letvin another dangerous Enemy,
H2 whofe:

e S b ons  i B
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all quickly prevail, and open the Door to

Vpon this he ‘became very diligent in at-

15 Dealings and Commerce with Men, But -
foon upon this, Apollysrs, by the treachery of

ved? O What 2 long time have I ftood at .

G'od[j_ No, no, Thau’g}]tfdl, ‘I am ﬂl” kcpt :
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