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The FORERUN N ER to afurther Anfwer (if need be) to
two Books lately publifhed againft Tho. Grantham of Norwich :-
Wherein the Spirit and Temper of the Calvinifts isdifcovered ;
particularly Mr. Ca/viz, Mr. Finch, and his litcle Precurfor.

Pt To which is prefixedy Lol 377,
The folid Teltimony of Mr. George Wither againft Calvinifi,
i the worft of Dotrines.

By THO. GRANTH A M, Preacher gf glad Tidings to 4l M'm 2
in the City of Norwiche (A ';;':}
‘ 2 : };‘:‘2..’;7 : {“1 : "Sf
R. George Wither, a Man of great Judgment in many things, and/a faichfil Monis |
tor of the Englifh Nation for many Years ; did, inthe Year 184, publifh His ¢
Parallellogrammaton; wherein he does much perfivade to ReWﬁ%@Q&ig d Bro.-
therly-Love. And obferving fome great Impediments to both, ¥ } Ty Or,
he confiders the Do@rine of the Calvinifts, indenying univerfal R’cﬁcipﬁ’on,
to be a very great Obftru&tion thereunto,  And thus he declares himfelf.

¢J will be bold to aver—that the brotherly Love and true Repentance, whereto I would . ::«?‘;

< perfwade, will never be effe&ually atrain’d unto by them, which knowingly, premedirately,
¢ and wilfully perfevere in denying the umiverfal Redemption of Mankind by Fefis Chiift 5 feeing
¢ thereon depends God’s moft glorious Actribuce; and in regard it is that for which we are
¢ much more obliged to him thanall the reft of his Creatures, he cannot but be highly dif-
¢ pleafed with all thofe who confine the extent of thar Mercy. I know many in thefe Times
¢ (fome of them in other refpeds very good and learned Men) who thiok mriverfal Redewsp-
¢ fion to be a New Dotirine, terming it Arminianifn and Popery : but icis neither new, nor re-
¢ pugnant (as is precended) to the Orthodox Doétrine of Eleftion and Reprobation, and the
s free Grace of God ; nor afcribes cught more to Nature by the Confequences thereof; than
¢ ends to our juftifying of God. and to our felf-condemnacion, if chat which he hath given us
< be not husbanded accordingas he hath and doth enable. The holy Scriprures evidence it
¢ g all who rightly underftand them. Gy

¢ o far is it from being a Nowelty, ( as ignorant Hearers are made to believe ) ‘that it was
¢ recetved and profefled for a eceffary Trath by the Churches of Géd in all Ages fince Chrift’s
¢ Birth, and contradiéted by very few in the firft Times of Chriftianity : Yea, it was believed
« many hundreds of Years before Arminius was born,or Popery had any being in the World ;
<and will be profeffed, when the Oppofers and Traducers of that Verity fhall be quite roote
< out of the Evangelical Kingdom —It is the well-counterfeiting of Truthand Holinefs which
< muft compleat the Defigns of Antichrift; and there s not any one fingle Herefy or Wick-
¢ ednefs, which-doth fo fecrerly, and fo mifchievoufly fupplzne Chrift 5 ic undermines the
¢ Foundation of that Strufture which open Blafphemies above-ground cannot endanger, and
¢ hath already fprunga Mine co the dividing of Lutherans and Calvivifis, thac they will hardly
¢ be reconciled until all Controverfies are at an end. : g

¢ ¢t us therefore confider well whar depends uponits how much it concerns the Glory

“of God ; how much he isdifhonoured by a contrary Belief,and how much it decraéts from K

< our own Privifeges and Confolations.  God's Mercy is above all his Works. It is the Crown
< and Dignity of the King of Kings, and the higheft of all Treafons toclip it ok



* A profefled denial of the univerfality of humane Redemption, feemsto me a curfed Countey-
‘ C'alla},” made and fung by Devils, in oppofition to that blefled Nativity-Song which was fling
* by Angels ac che birth of Chiift, Gloryto God on High, on Earth Peace, and good Will to Mun.
“For how was God likely to be glorified, Peace to be upon Earth, and good Will to Men,
* manifefted by the Incarnation of his Son, if Man’s Redemption had not been Univerfal 2 Bue
‘fo marrowed, that it extended to a very few, and thofe few alfo left withour affurance they
¢ were of that fmall number, whatfoever they fhould endeavour, if there fhould be an Ex-
* ception from the A& of Grace, as many fancy ? _
¢ Doubtlefs if it had been fo, it would have given occafion rather of fiowling than of finging,
¢and been rather fad than glad Tidings, in regard of that grear Terror which might have
¢ feized upon all Mankind, and caufed an univerfal Lamentation, when they confidered how
“many millions of millions were certainly expofed to everlafting Damnation 5 how fmall a
¢ number in poffibility to be faved, and how few of their dearly beloved Parents, Children,
¢ and Friends might be of thefe few, for whom Chrift ook upon him humane Nature, O hor-
- “rible and unparallel'd Blafphemy ! But,bleffed be God’s Name,it is not fo. When the Chif-
¢dren of Ifrael were redeemed out of their Egyptian Bondage, which wasa Type of our mri-
¢ verfal Redemption, there was not one Soul, nonot a Hoof lefc behind them 3 nor was one Soul
“abfolutely excluded from the benefic of Chrift’s Incarnation and Paffion, but they onlywho
*by their own Defaults, and unrepented Sin, fhould fall away, as they did who perifhedsn the
¢ Wildernefs.  For God hath many a time, upon feveral Occafions, palled his Word to afcer-
¢ tainthe Univerfality of his Love to Man without perfonal Refpe@s, where perfonal Sins
. ¢ without Repentance, have not firft made the Perfon uncapable. Nay, our Incredulicy hath
¢ put him to his Oath to affure every Sinner. And if neverthelefs we ftill diftrult him, con-
¢ tinue in our misbeliefof his Word and Oath, and labour to draw others into the fame Crime s

¢ it cannot be an ordinary Punifhment which God will ac laft infli& for fo extraordinaryand

¢ {o highan Affront; it being a Sinmore hainous than Murder, Adultery, and all other meer
¢ carnal Sins puc together 5 yea, more hainous than thofe the jews committed by their Idola-
¢ tries, Kkilling the Prophets, and crucifying Chrift in the Flefhs for the laft was but a Sin a-
¢ gainft his Humanicy, and cheir Idolatries but the afcribing fome part of that Honour to the
¢ Creatures, which was due to God only : Whereas the limiring God’s univerfal Grace. in

¢Chrift with the concomitant Do&rines, and the Confequences thence raifed, and the im= .

¢ puting to God an eternal Reprobation of the greateft part of Mankind,before they had done
¢ Good or Evil; for.thofe Sins alfo which they blafphemoufly fay he necefficated them to com-
¢ mit, to fhew. his Juftice, and manifeft his hatred to Sin, is a defpoiling God of his Divine Na-
¢ ture, of his Goodnefs, and an afcribing unto him that which belongs only to the Devil,

¢ O the Patience of God! what can be {o abominable ? They do not only make Reproba-
¢tion older than the Father of it the Devil,but make God alfo the Auchor of liis Wickednefs,
¢in neceflitating himto bea Devil, and confequently Author of ali the ch_:kednefs commit=
¢ ted by all the Devils in Hell, and all the wicked Men upen the Earth ; which appears to.me
¢ {o horrible an Impiety, that.Iwonder not to fee.the World (o full of Plagues and Sins, and

¢ Sins and Sinners become fuch Plagues to each other astheyare, Nor can I believe there will - |

“ever be le(s Plagues, where that Blafphemy is profeffed and indulged as Orthodox Do&rine,
‘untilic berepentedof. Nor fhall I marvel if my Words be mifunderftood, and my good
¢ Meaning mifinterpreted 3 if God’s Word be fo miftaken, and his Love foill-rewarded. 1
¢ know the bitternefs and uncharitablenefs of their Spirits, who fhall be obflinate in this
¢ Judgment, yet am neither afraid nor afhamed to declare my Confcience therein; or in

¢ whacfoever elfe I think may copcern God’s Glory, and the Peace of my Country, Zhus .

far.Mr. Geo, Wisher. ., N
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The Forerunner to a further Anfwer (if occdﬁén Jerwe) “‘to'tmo Bosks
lately Publifhed againft Tho, Grantham of Norwich.

Briefly fhewing the Spirit and Temper of the Calvinifts, and particu-
larly of Mr. Finch and his Precurfor, &c.

Wickednefs proceedeth and cometh forth from the Wicked, as [aith fhe
- Proverb of the Ancients, 1Sam. 24. 13. :

fellow(lip with thee, which frameth difthief by a Law ? The Senfe of Gad to eftablifh all
the place is,” No fuch thing can pleafe God, &c. the mifchievons Aki-
Now of all Mifchief, Sinis the worft, and indeed the Caufe of ons of Men and De-

all chereft. Tc-muft cherefore be exceeding Evil, for any to make the wils by an wnaltera-
Holy God the Ordainer and Commander of 2/ the Sins of Angels and Men, ble Decree, fo as
and chat freely, without any Provocation, and infallibly and anchangeably that they muft be
alfo, that they mufteven fo cometo pafs as ke bath (notonly) forefeen them, done of neceffity, @
but ordained and _commanded them. “This is the Doétrine which I chiefly horrible !
oppofed in my Dialogue. - And though I have made this very manifeft-
ly appear to be the Doctrine of the principal Men of the Presbyteriar and Calviniflical Per-
fwafion, yet I will here add one Paffage more out of Mr. Calvin, Inft. L. 3. ¢. 24. Sedt. 6.
where he boldly tells us, That God doth none otherwife forefee the things that [ball come to pafs,”
than becaufe be bath ordained they (ball fo come to pafs. It 5 vain to move Controverfy about Fore-
knowledg, wheve it is certain vather by Ordinance and Commandment.  So then, let the A&ion be
never fo wicked, he makes it infallibly neceflary, by virtue of God’s Ordinance and Comnand-
ment. Than which I doaver, nothing can be {poken more difhonourable to God, nor more
milchievous to Men. Yea, Zanchius is as bold as Calvin, for he faith, Damus Reprobos neceffitate
peccands, eoque &~ perenndi, ex hac Dei ordinatione confiringi, atque ita conflringi ut nequeant non pec-
care atque peviere : Thatis, We grant that Reprobates are held /3 faft under God’s Almighty Decree,
that they cannot but fin and pevifh. Thefe I call the worft Do&rines in the World.

And finding this wor( of Doétrines to have much prevailed in the City of Noerwich, I have
endeavoured to make the Citizens fenfible of the danger of it, both by Preaching and Wri-
ting. For which Work and Labour of Love (and to their Souls efpecially who are moft de-
ceived byit) Thave been ill required by many Slanders and Reproaches; and particularly
by a very foolifh Pamphlet, as a Forerunner to that Book of Mr. Finch, which he calls, 4x
Anfwer to my Dialogwe, [[which fcurrilous Pamphlet was publifhed with his Privicy and Allow-
ance, as [ fuppofe] in both which, one great Defign is, to difgrace my Perfon by unfeemly
Epithets,and very falfe Stories 5 and particularly for that which I writ againft Calvjn for his -
Rage and Cruelty, in procuring one Michael Servetrs to be burnc to deach at Geneva; Anno
1553, Concerning which the Pamphleteer calls Calvin, a renowned Man a Star of the fir$t Mag-
nitudes and Servetus,an infamous Wretch ; and my felf, a paultry groveling Fellow. And Mr.Finch
calls me, a'boifterous quarrelfom Man, one that hath the Spirit of Slumber, as a check and punifb- ..
ment todefame fuch a Man as Calvin 5 and to extol Servetus, an Antitrinitaian 5 and fays, 1"
have loft all Credit and Eftcem with all wifi and knowing €hriftians. - Bue yet 1 hopeall wife and
knowing Chriftians will hear me {peak for whac is Truth, aund fo for my felf alfo before they
condemn me.  And, .

- 1. Wherein do I defame Calvir 2* Thathe did certainly procure the death of Servetus, a
very learned Man, and of that exa& Life, that nothiug is obje&ed-againft him, though L.
doubt he did err in fome things ; Ifay, that Calvin did procure his Death, is plain, for he

i A2 {aish »

IN Pfal. 94. 20. this Queftionis puc, Shal the Throne of Iniquity have  The Calvinifts mabe :



* Libenter faceor (in faith, I ficely confefs tb?Acwfer came out from me, I hope at the leaft he
quit Calvinus de [¢7)  fball be put todeath®. 1 have not then defamed Calvin, unlefs Mr.
ac prz me fero pro-  Finch and his little Lawyer can juftify chat cruel A&ion 3 as indeed
difle accufatorg, fpe- they feem willing fo to do, by approving Dr. Owen his Sentence, who
ro capitale falcem fe-  tells us, as Mr. Fiuch quotes him, p. 115. That Serverus s the anly
rec judicium.  Calv.  Peifon in the World that be ever beard of, that ever died upon. the accomnt of
Ep, ad Farrel, | Religion, in veference to whom the Zeal of them that put bim to death may
beacquitted. And thus Mr, Finch, Dr."Owen, &ec. have bathed their
Hands in the Blood of poor Michael Servetus, Behold, and wonder! and wonder the more,
becaufe neicher of them ever faw the Book which Servetzs died for, but take their Grounds
from the Pens of his Murderers, who would not fpeak the beft of him you may be fure. But,
2. Wherein do I extol Servetus 2 1 f{aid he wasa Learned and worthy Man, and pious, tho
miftaken in fome things perhaps.  And do I not call him Pious in conjun&ion with Calvin 2
Now I conceive that in Charity, I may hope many were pious Men, who did not rightly
under{tand the Mj'ﬁery of the Trinity. Yea, I have the charity to think, thac Calviz was
a pious Man, and yet I believe and know that he was very Erroneous in many things, and
that he was atted by Cain's Spirit, when he procured the Death of Servetzs, who could
not deny cither the Father, Son, nor Holy Spirit, becaufe he held true Baptifin in the Name of all
the Three 5 though I fear his Sentiments were noc fo clear as they ought to have been con-
cerning the Unicy of chefe Three. And who can fay thac he fo fully knows this great and
glorious Myfteryas he oughtto do ? [ am far from juftifying Servetus in his Error, yet I
;:l]ink they oughe to have fpared his Life, though they had laid fome Reftraine upon
1im.,

- 3. Let us hear what Learned Proteftants have faid before me, in the Cafe of Sir»
vetus., ‘ .

1. Grotizs, a Man that had but few Equals for Wifdom and Moderation, tells us; Servetus
Libri non Geneve tantunm, fed in aliis Locis, per Calvini diligentiam exulti funt 5 fateor tamen
i we exemplum vidiffe Libri Seretiani, in quo certe ea nonreperi que 6 objicit Calvinis, Vot. pro

pace, p.16. Thac is, By the Diligence of Calvin, all the Books of Servetus were not only burnt at
Geneva, butinother Places.  Xet Thave fien one Copy of Serverus’s Books, in which truly I da
not find the Things which Calvin does object againft bim.

And faich Dr. Pierce, ( a Learned and Able Minifter of the Church of England ) < Savetus
“ was burnt at Geneva for lefs than being a Sociian, and who was not fo bad as'Mr.B. ( a
 Presbyterian ) hath laboured to fancy me.

And he tells us alfo, “ That Oecolampadins ( a Learned Proteftant”) was offended ac-the

“ barbarity of the Sentence. Nor find I any thing ( faith he ) pretended againft Serve-
“ tus, which was fo highly blafphcmous, as to make God the Author. or Caufe of Sin.
“ And how well Caluizcould tell his own Tale, and how diligent he was in being the firft
“ Informer of his Affairs, we may guefs by his Epiftles, 164, 163, which he writ to the
“ Four Heluetian Cities for gaining Auchority to his new Device-—for, let them fay what

“ they pleafe to leffen the Guilt of thac Cruelty, yet they are Parties, and muft not fo .

~

¢ cafily be heeded as other Men who are none. If Servetus his Books were o blafphe.

“ mous, why was Calvin {o diligent in burning up the Impreflion which he (hould rather
« have preferved, that Pofterity might fee {ome competent Caufe for fucha terrible Exe-

_ % curion ? Yer, by the Providence of God, one or two of the Copies efcap’d the Flames ;
« and we are affured, by peerlefs Grotius, that in the Copy which he faw, hecould not
“ find thofe things which were objeCed by Mr. Calvin 5 what Melanéion wrote, it was meer-
« 1y on fuppofition that Caluin’s Narrative was twue, This far the Learmd Picrce, in diflike
of Calvin’s Cruelsy againft Servetns,

And
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. And by this we may pei-ceive‘, how little Cz‘cdi: there is to be given to Dr. Owen and

Mr. Finch, or his Little Precwifor, not one of them having {een the Book which they con- ‘

demn, but receive their Information from them that were his Murderers.
And grant that Servetus did err in that grear Myftery of the Triuity, yer muft he for

* this be burnt to death? Why then, Dr.Ower, Mr. Fiuch, and his Littie Lawyer, would make

bloedy Work, even in Eagland, where there are too many who are as erroneous concern-
ing that glorious Myftery, as Servetrs was, ( che more is the pity ) 5 for fecing they juftify
Calvin in that bloody A&, how can they refufe daing the like, were it in their Power,
unlefs they will come fhore of that Zeal which they commend in Mr. Calvin 2 By this
priut of the Foor, we may bnow the [Ratwre of thar Monfker of Perfication, which did not the Law
reftrain, would appear 1 too many Profeffors ac this Day. I fpeak whar I know by the
Ufage I have met with in this City, both from Profefiors and Prophane, :
- 4 Now let us hear how famous Mr. Caluiz was ia the Judgmen of fome Learned and
Sober Proteftanes. 3

(1) Heischoughe toerr inthe Myftery of the Trinity as well as Serwzus, though per-
haps not fo much. Thefe are hiswords, ( fpeaking of the Three Perfons, @e.) “ If the
““ Names have not without caufe been inueited, we oughe to take heed, that in reje®ing

© ¢ them, webe not juftly blamed of proud Prefumptuoufnefs. I wounldto God (fays he)

\

< they were bwvied indeed, fochac this Faith were agreed of all Men, thac the Facher, Son,
« and Holy Spirit, are one God; and yet che Father is not the Son, nor the Holy Ghoft,
¢ the Son, buc diftin& by certain Propercies. Riffitut. L. 1. ¢.13. Sek. 3. And this his
Ties Proprietates, is objeéted againlt him by fome of the Learned Proteftants. . And I am
of Opinion, fhould I write of the Blefled Trinity as Mr. Calvis has done, Mr. Fiseh and his
Forevsnmner would cry out Blafphemy..

(2.) He condemns the Auient Fathers, hecaufe they were not of his Mind in the Cafe of

Irrefpe@tive Reprobation, buthold, Thac ther was Saluation for all Men throush Ged’s Mevcyis

the Gift of his Son. He brands them ( faitha Learned Proteftant ) as Pelagianifingin their
Qpinions.

.pBuz (3. his rudenefs of Speceh was incolerable : He called grear and good Men by Tictes
unfeemly 5 as Serpent, Peft, Loflel, Foal, ICnave, Devid, filthy Dog, tmpudant Hangman, Sec,
And Buger (a Learned Proteftanc ) calls him, Fratvicide, a Murdeer of his Brethyen,  And
Grotius fays, He grew worfe and werfe 5 and that Calvin's Difeiples are fuch themfelves in Difpo-
fition, aa thiy make God to be in their Inagintions taveards the greater part of Mangind.

And truly thisis too apparencin two of his Followers, I mean, the Little Precurfor and
M. Fingh, whofe ftudy has beenta render me very odious, though Iam fure they know no
Evil by me, more (o nor fo much ) as they know by themfelves. And yer thus I am
reprefented by them, wiz, audacious, impudent, twhulent, impetuous, impertingnt, [currilous,
prejudic’d Mechanick 5 a Fool, difpicable, wife Mr. Grantham, a deifid Afan, Coxcomb, addie-
Brain, dull Kitching-pate, Clowm, Blunderbufs, diffembling Prater, Brawler, bullowing, bidesus,
bleat, thigk-skull Momus, one decreed to fteal, wrangling Fellove, Daolt, poor Fop, [oft-pated’
Clod, Caviller, Brazen-farehead, incenfiderate Fellow, gagling Goofe, a gugryelfums baifterts Man,
one that has loft all Credit and Eftecm with all wife and knowing Chriftians that worlip the Holy
Tvinity 5 one, like a Wonan feolding and quarrelling in the Stveets, ane life an impertivent Wo-
man, &c. 8o that I think thefe two Calvinifts have come near the pirch of their Maiter.
And fuch as willnot {pare Mens Reputation, arenotto be trufted with cheir Lives, any more
shan M. Calvin,

s There is one thing which rung through Mr. F’s Epiftle and Book, and that is a talk of

fpecial diferiminating Grace.  Asif God’s Grace, which he gives to moft Men, were of little
ufe for them thar have it; “yea, of no ufe ac all, in refpe& of Ecernal Life. All chat Mr. ¥.
allows that Grace to effet for them in the other World, is only to make cheir Panithe
i ment



(6)
© ment lefs in LA, as you may feein p. xs. of his Anfiwers which is a piece of a5 woful Di-
vinity as ever was heard furely, : A
Reader, 1 humbly advife chee to take heed how thou receiveft chefe Di&ates, and efteem
_all (even the leaft Meafure of Grace from God ) ‘to be a fpecial-favour, and fuch as inits
Nature and Effe& (if it be all that he defign'd for thee, be it never fo little) will cereainly lead
- thee to Heaven, thou being a faithful improver of it, fincerely, though under many Infir- .
mities 5 and this through his own Goodnefs, in Chrift Jefus our Lord, who gave himfelf a
Ranfom for all to be teftified in due time, 1 Zim. 2. 6. , i

(2.) Again obferve, that thefe terms, diferiminating Grace, &c. are not foundin the
Scripture 5 nor wifely made ufe of to render fome of God's Grace not to be difcriminating,
(asthey pleafeto phrafeit ). Weknow God gives more Talents to fome than he does to
others, yet Grace is the fame in Nature and Efficacy, if improved, and to leave the Re«
ceiver under unpardonable Guilt if not improved, at. 25. and we (hall only be accoun-
table for what God gives to each one, and for no more ; nor will he deal in {evericy, but

- where his Grace hath been contemned. ; :

(3:) Confider that very many of thofe who moft talk of difcriminating Grace, are
greatly defticute of that tender Love which Paxl had for chem that reje&ed Chrift, Rom.
9+ 1,2, 3. & 30. 1, 2, 3. burarefilled with hacred againft all that oppofe their Conceit of
urvefpective Reprobation; being indeed fierce and of a crucl Difpofition, full of Paffion, quick-
lyangry, &c.  Thefe things I have found to be true ((God knowsic ) among fuch as pre-

_tend very high to difcriminating Grace more than amongft others : but I fear it will prove
bue a {pecial difcriminacing Conceit in the end to very marfy of them,

6. Thereis a great talk alfo, both in his Lpiftle and Book, about God’s abfolute Sove-
raignty.  Asif becaufe he is fo, he might make Angels and Men on purpofe to damn them
o Everlafting Fire, without giving them ( at any time ) any Means fufficient to prevent
their Deftrutien.  To avoid this Rock upon which they often {plic themfelves, let us con-
fider, That thongh God’s Soveraigney is incomprehenfible, yet it is every way better both
.n its Mercy and Juftice, and in the exercife of both, than any Soveraigncy that Men do
receive or exercife under him. Now we know, that what Prince foever exerts his Sove-
raign Power, to impofe abfolute Impoffibilities upon his Subjets, and Death for non-per-
formance, isa very cruel abd unrighteous Prince in the exercife of that Soveraignty. Such
was Pharaob, Exod. g. condemned by God and Man. ‘ ‘

O how ill would ic become a Prince to cut off the Feet of many of his Subje@s, and then
Gibbet themalive, becaufe they do not run as well as chofe whofe Feet he fpared ? And
yet even thus do thefe Calvinifts reprefent che moft merciful Soveraign that ever was:

- For they hold and teach, that God did freely and unchangeably decree, precifely fuch a:
number of Angels and Men, Women and Infants, to be damned, and that unfpeakable Tim,
before there was either Angel or Man created 5 and this, not becaufe God forefaw thry.
would: fin, and defife the Riches of his Goodnefs 5 'but he alfo ordained chem thae they (hould
commic o many Sins, yea, all the Sins thac they ever fhall or can commit, tha {o he
migh glorify the Soveraignty of his Fuftice (as they {peak?) in fuch a voluntary and difmal
deftru&ionof his Creatures. 2 :

7+ Thefe chings I made evident from the Learned Calvinifls own Pens, as alledged againft
them by their fellow Proteftants; and Mr. Finch is {o far from anfwering them, that he:
plainly tells you, he will nor meddle with any of my Quotations, and yet he calls his Book
an Anfwer tomine. He faysalfo, he will not juftify all the Phrafes of Learned and Godly Mins
and thus he will hold to their Opinion, but not to their Phrafts. - Hence he likes not Dr. Col-
{ings’s uling the Phrafe, as if God did not ferioufly aét, &c. whenindeed he makes the Cafe far.
worfe : for tho Peter told the Jews, God fent Chrift to them to blefs them, in turning every
onc of them from their Iviquities, Mr. F. tellsyow, it was far from Pecer’s maaning, p. ;l d

n




And when our Saviour bewails Ifra/.for not kZowing the things that belonged to their Peace;
Mr. F. tells us, Chriftdid not seep for their Spiritual Peace, but to prevent their Ruin by the
Romans 5 as if Chrift did more tender their Bodies than their Souls: It feems he had or-
dained the Devil fhould lead them to Hell, but for this Chrift would not weep as a Media--
tor, buthe weptas Man only for that they fhould be deftroyed by the Romans ; and yer, if
you found him to the bottom, it was infallibly and snchangeably decreed by Chrift as God,
that they fhould be deftroyed by the Romans, for he holds that God did unchangeably decree
whatfocver comes to pafs, O unwife Expoficor! and thus does he abufe moft of the Texts which
he meddles with, which fpeak of God’s Love to Mankind univerfally, as every careful Rea-
der may perceive: And very unworthily declares, That God hath many holy Ends in affording
the preaching of the Word to many, uponwhom he never purpofed nor intended to beftow (pecial and
Javing Grace, p.15. And whatis this, but to tell the World, that God meerly mocks the
greateft part of Men to whom the Gofpel is preached ? for whatever he {peaks by the Go- -
fpel to them, he never intended them any Salvation by it. And thus Mr. Finch,and all fuch
Preachers as heis, are meer Hypocrites, for they cannot intend any Salvation to all they preach :
unto, but only to a very few, and chey know not fo much'as one of them.

Nay, fo greedily does he fancy that God will abfolutely damn the greateft part of Man-
kind 5 that he will not fpare the poor dying Infants, but caft them into Hell alfo 5 and his
Reafon is, That as Men do kill the young Cubs of Foxes and Wolves, though they never yet did any
Mifchief, {0 God may, if be pleafe, glovify his Fuftice upon Infants, thaugh they diein their Infan-.
¢y p- 88,89." And thus our gracions God is made more cruel to his Off-fpring, ( for fuch is :
all Mankind, Afs 17.28.) than the very Wolves and Foxes are to their young Ones. And
what is now become of that gracious Speech of Almighty God, Pfal. 14s. His tender Mor-
cies are over all his Works 2 Sure, damned Infants have no (hare acall in his Mercy, nonot fo
much as a Toad by a thosfand dsgrees. O ye Fools, when will ye be wife 2 Pfal, 94.8. i

Mr. Finchquarrels with the Title of my Book, and fays, We read of Fobnthe Baptift, not of -
Thomas the Baptift. Bur this only fhews his weaknefs 5 1{peak not of ZThomas the Baptift, . [
intend by the Baptift, all that own the Do&rine and Baptifm of Repentance for remiflion of
Sins, including 7obnthe Baptift as the firft Teacher of that Baptifin, for the manifeftation of
Chrift to Ifiael, and that all Men throsgh bim mizght believe, John1.7,31. This Do&rine Mr.,
Finchand the Prestyterians do oppofe, bothin the excent of chis blefled Obje@ of Faith for
all Men, by narrowing ic up to they know not who, and therefore preach they know not
what.  And alfo by Sprinkling poor Infants ( many times faft afleep ) in oppofition to Fobn
the Baptift, who baptized Repentant Believers in the River, or wheré there was much Water,
i Mark 1.17. John 3.23. Mr. Finch alfo quarrels my Office as a Meffenger of the Baptized Chur- .
el ches, &e.  But of this I have given an account, in my Book inticuled, Chriffianifmus Primi~
tivus, to which I refer the inquifitive Reader, and remain,
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