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T o a l l t h e b a p t i z e d B d i e v e r s i n E ^ g ^ 

land^ d r c G r a c e a n d P e a c e t h r o u g h 

C h r i f t o u r L o r 4 b e m u l t i p l i e d * \ 

H B great Apojlk St. P a u l , having taught 
the Chrifiian Churches in G r e e t their Du­
ties towards God, ^and towards C a s f a r j 
andleaVing T i t u s {a Mejfenger of the 
(^hurches) behind him there, yery ftriElly 

warns htm to put them in 7nind of their SubjeElion t o P r i n ^ 
c i p a l i t i e s , a n d P o w e r s , a n d t o o b e y M a g i f t r a t e s * 
b\nowing how hnpdfjible it would be to propagate the Fro-
fiffion, of Chri[}iamy, if Chrijliam did not ddorn their 
TrofeJJtott with a meek and harmlefs Conner(ation towards 
allJMen, and efpeciallj by their Obedience tothofe in Au' 
thority. . . :^><yd ' . i c i U t t j - -^vfSA'-t^ 

And conjidering the manifold Temptations that attend 
Chrijlians in thefe days upon that account, I thought it my 
Duty, <t5 one that ha4 obtained SMercy to be faithful,, 
to do my bejl in giVmg warnmg to my 'Brethren, lejl any of 
them jl^ouldbe erfnared with ill Principles, orfpeciom Pre-
fences, to fpeak or do any tJ?itig that may be inconjijlent 
with Qofpel-']{ides, eithet in things relating more immedi­
ately to Almighty God, or to the ^Qng's JMaje/iy, and 
thole that are in Authority under him,. 

Such 



'Such, heady Terfons there were in the Apnjlh's Days^ 
and therefore the lefs jirange if now fome fuch be found in 
the befl 0/Churches, as are not afraid to fpeak Evil of 
Dignities: Ml Ages and forts of Chrijiians have been trou­
bled with fuch Evil-Workers, And as it hath been the care 
of faithful 3ien all along to protefi againjl them, that the 
Truth {iphich fuch Wretches only prophane by their ^rofef-
fion of it) might not be worfe thought of becaufe of them ^ 
So let it be our care to bear afaithjulTeftimony againU all 

fuch in thefe Days, 

Jndl befeechyou'Brethrenj whom God hath made 
Quides to the reTt, that you give all diligence to teach and 
inJlruEi thoje under your Q^arge^ in the Duties which per-
tain to every Jlate of Life • as well as in things which per­
tain to the Worfhip of our Gracious Qod: For t he l e a re 
t h e t h i n g s w h i c h b e c o m e f o u n d D o d l r i n e , and of 
theje our Obedience to Magi/Irates is not the leaji. I com­
mit the enfuing Difcourfes to the (jonfideration of all Qjri-

JlianSy andtothe &eJling of Godf and remain, 

• Your 'Brother, 

andServantin the Gofpel, 
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Honour all Uen, Loye the Brotherhood, Fear God, 

Honour the Kjf^g' 

THis great Apoftle, St. Peter, having preached Chrifl; in 
many Conitries, thought i t meet to leave fome Monu­
ments of his holy Dodrine with all the Churches. And 
having in two facrcdEpiftles afTurcd them of the cei-

taintv of the Dodrinc which he had preached, and that i t was no 
p S o r new Device, but the very T r u t h which from the Bcgin-
S i n l G o d i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ He then exhorts them t̂̂ o 



2 C l j e Lo^a l 'Baptitt* 
Stedfaftnefs, and to hope to the end for the grace or fulnefsof 
Glory, which Ihall be brought to all true Chriftians at the revela­
tion or fecond coming of Chrilt. 

He warns them to beware of Sin, chiefly that root o f Ma­
lice, Envy and Hypocrify, ( for thcfcare ufually complicated in 
one} : for a ; i t gave being to all our Mirery,and has been all along 
the mine of i^ations, Churches, and Communities •, fo we are 
adycrtifed that i t will abound towards the end of the W o r l d . 

T o avoid this damning Iniquity, we are willed to conlTdcr b«r 
new Birth, and as new-boni Babes to evidence our delight to be 
i l l the lincere Mi l ! : of the Word of God, not in the Vanities o f 
this W o r l d , where we are but Pilgrims and Strangers \ alluring 
ns, thatasChriftisthefure Foundation to fuppoithis Church: 
So, (however fome Builders do fet him at naught) he is the Head 
of the Corner, and will certainly in time confound the Difobedi-
ent, I Pet. 2. 7, 8. 
• Howbejt, IcltChriflians lliould be too impatient of the feem-
ing delay of Chrift's Exaltation, and of thc manifold Tribulations 
which in the mean time they mult fufTcr he further warns them 
to be of an obedient and fubmiflivc Spirit to fuch as arc in Autho­
r i ty , and to adorn their Profcflion, by anliojiell Gonverfation, as 
the belt way to iilence their Oppofers-, ^o'*' fi « ^^^^ "f God., 

that with weII'doing yc may pit to filence the ignorance of fooltjh Men, 
I Pet. 2. 15. For tho i t be very true that all Chi illians are the 
Lord's Freemen, rCor, 7. 22. y.ct;they may not malicioully de-
fpife any Man, n'or difhonour any Mnn, mucK lefs any tliat are in 
Authori ty: Clviftianity being indeed the grcateft Obligation 
that'any'Mancah be under, to prcfervc and cheariully to give to 
ail their Dues, in refpedt of Love, Honour, Fc^ir, IVibute, Cu-
ftom, &c. God is to'have the things which are God's, Princes, 
the things which are theirs, and all Men (as well thofethat are not 
Ghriftians as thofe that are) mult have that Love and Honour 
which is thcirDue ev^gnfrom the Servants of Cliriit . 

• Thus then we approach the Text ^ which calls upon us to 
HoHOHr 'allMc-a-, Love the Brotherhood., to Fear God, and to Hofjour 
the King, In which Directions is briefly contained the whole duty 
of a Chrillian Man. As^ 

His 



His Duty in general to; Mahhirwa,, /̂/<'»ia»>' aH^e», 
Love the Bro-His particular Duty to the Church of God, 

therhaod. 
His fpecial Duty to Almighty God,, Bear God. 
His Obedienc? to the Higher PoMcrs, Nmm m King. 

In opening thefe WPtds, we M l confideir the gemiine importi 
o f them. i , •}' •. t 

1. Honour all Men. ( i . ) The Word/ /o«o«r here, according to 
the Greek, may be underltood thus, Efieem all Men highly^ value all 
Men at an high Price-) or comt them prcciow : And hence, Tremclim, 
reads the place Omnem Hominem in Honore habitc., hav? all Men ir\ 
high Efteem or Honour. And in this Diredion is implied that; 
lowly and gracious Spirit, that friendly aixl amicable Temper 
which all Chriflians fliould have and evidence towards Mankind : 
for he that is not of a lowly Spirit, cannot Honour all Men. C^-). of 
^// ; i /e«,wc mult nothereadmitof the exception of any Manas lucli; 
but forafmuch as they arc all the Off-fpringof God,it isthe W i l l ot 
God that a due efteem be given to them all, as the moft noble part 
of his Creation under the Sun ^ Jnd but a little lower than the 
jingeh., Pfal.8. . 

2. Love the Brotherhood. By Love here we may fafely undcr-
ftand, a more fpecial kind of Love than that which we owe to all 
Men,which is well exprefled, in the 2 Epfi. of John, Whom 1 love in 
the Truth., for the Truths fake which dwelleth in m. Hence fome of OUr 
TranQators render the Words thus, Love Brotherly Fellowjhtp. 
And the Rhemifts tells us, that This Speech often commendeth the Vm-
ty of all Chriftians among themfclves. . 

3. Fear God. The Original imports an awful dpead, or iucli a 
Fearascaufeth Trembling:, and'tis the fame W o r d ufed Mat. 
10.28. where i t is evident fuch aFear is intended : ButraKherjear 
him which is able to deftroy both Soid and Body in Hell. By- the t ear 
of God therefore in this place, we mull underltand the dutiful Ob-
fervance of his revealed W i l l ( for fo the Fear of God is fon^etimes 
taken) as ever we exped to fee his Face with Comfort : and here 
the Fear of Man is excluded, becaufe i t brings a Snare, Prov. 29. 
25. and is a fatal prevention to the Service of God. 

B 2 A'^"'. 



4 Ctje](Loparoi5aptift> 
A. HomnrtheKing ( i . ; The W o r d ni^-n does not barelv 

fignify Honour or Efteem in this place ; but a magnificent o? 
fplendid kmd of Honour : for fo hath the Lord ordained f o r l S 
Vicegerents, giving them the Ti t le o f Gods in PM 82 15 
( 2 . ; I t is carefully to beconiidered what Kim h immedhteW 
meant in our T e x t : he could be no King of Jfral for the KJn J f !.f-
Jfrael had failed long before thisEpiftle was wrkten a n / h J 
Chrift w a s b o r n K i n g o f t h e ? . . . , yet he did Zt f Z ' n p L ' h t 
Regality with refpeft to the Government o f that, nor any other 
Nation : but plainly tells us. His Kingdom is mt of this World 
Nor did the Apollle fpeak of any Chriftian King, for as yet Nona 
of the Princes of ths World knew Chrtjt, 1 Cor. 2.8. The King there 
fore here immediately intended was an Heathen King the Kine o f 
t\iQ Romans, who at that time fas Hiftorians relate) was both o f 
very wicked Life, and Idolatrous in his Religion, calling himfelf 
Vontifex Maximtu, as being chief about the Worfi i ip of 
And yet,S.Pfrc>' will have him honoured even by thofe who iiad put 
themfelves under the Yoak of Chr i i l , their Heavenly King. And 
St. exprefly ret^uircs the fame, Ronui^.x. Wherefore from 
the Text thus explained, we Ihould learn thefe four things. 

I . That Chriflians mujl by tjo means be of an hau^hiy, fcornfid nor 
wrathful Spirit towards any Man; but of an humble and lent Ic 
Behaviour, to pay the Debt of Honour to alt, andto cfleem them 
preciofts, 

n. Brotherly FellowJJnpy Love and Concord,are to be fouaht for and 
maintained by all Chrijlians, one With another, as fitch. 

I I I . ehrifiians mufi have an awful Fear of God before their Eves 
that in Matters of Religion they may ferve him only andnol 
provoke hm by ftnful Courfes, nor by the Fear of Man.'' 

liV. Chrijiians are bound by Gofpel-Rules to be good Subjeas to Prin 
ce^ to hcmnr their Perfons, and confciencioufly to obey their-

Thefe. 
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Thefe Propofitions do harmonize wi th the Doflr ine which is 
according to Godlinefs. 

For the F i r f t ; That Chriftians muft by no means ( as they ten­
der their claim to the venerable Ti t le of Chrifiian, and to any 
part in the Kingdom of C h r i f t ) be o f an haughty, fcornful or 
wrathful Spirit againft any Man, is a Dodrine needful to be pro­
claimed by an heavenly Herald, by the Voice of an Archangel, 
even to that part of the Wor ld called Chrificndom : For who can 
fufficiently bewail the almoft utter Abfence of this gracious Spirit, 
which abounded in the Author and firft Profelfors of Chriftianity ; 
and the undeniable Appearance of a "-Spirit of a quite contrary na­
ture at this day, in all parts of the Wor ld where Chrift is named ? 
From whence come Wars and Fightings ? Come.they not hence, 
even from Pride ? as i t is written, / ' rw. 13. 10. 0"ly by Prtde^ 
Cometh Ctmtcmion. What greater Injuries, Indignities, and Di f -
honours can be offered by Mortals one toward«; another, than are 
amongft the fcvcral Orders profclfmg Chriftianity ? yea, very 
often by Men of the fame Order, one towards another ? _ So very 
far are the generality of Chriftians from obeying the Voice of our 
Text. And look how far they are gone from tlte Spirit of Hu--
mility and Tendernefs, which leads all that have it to cfleem Man­
kind-very precious ^ lb far they have loft the Chriftian Religion, 
as wil l appear in proving the firft Propofition. T o which pnrpofe,. 

- I . Weihall give preccndency to our Lord Chrift, who per­
ceiving an haughty Spirit peeping forth in his chofen Difciples, 
even then whiUt the very Mirror of Meeknefs and Humility was 
before their Eyes,does folemnly denounce untothem^ ( and in them* 
to all Chriftians) that except they were converted, and became as little 
Children, they poald by no means enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Luke 18. 15. And therewithal gives notice of a W o impending 
or comins^ upon the W o r l d , from that Spirit o f Pride and Ambi­
tion, in this fo early an appearance of i t , which yet notwithftand-
ing feems to have over-run the Church in all Ages, to the Scandal 
of Religion. But would fo fmall a Fault in the chofen Difciples, 
C as i t m iy feem, in refpecT: of that which is now every where to 
be found j (hut Heaven againft them, unlefsthofe converted Souls 
were converted in that Cafe ? Let us tremble to tbink of this. 
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. It 's clear from this Inftancc, that fuch as are o f an haughty 

' Mind, cannot honour all Men. They are Bladders pufled up with 
this Wind ; break this Bladder, there is mecr Emptinefs. Their 
Goodnefs vaniflies, when they cannot l i f t themfclves above others. 
Whereas the truly gracious Soul ftudics how tofcrve God, and all 
Men for his fake , and thus to honour them, is.the greateft ReipeA 
that any Chriftian can givq to Men- Thus did our Lord lumfelf 
honour a l l : He took, upon him tho; form of a Servant. Phil. 2, 7. 
And indeed his great IDefign in his Life and Doiftrine, was to rc-
flore Mankind to a State of Grace, and Reconciliation with God, 
and thereby to Amity and Concord one with another. 

2. Next to oui" Saviour, let us hear his beloved Difciple John.. 
He often fpcaks to the whole Church under the Ti t le o f Little 
Children ; and the Metaphor is very fit for Chrillians, as in other 
rcfpeds, fo chiefly in this, to put them in mind, they mufl in no 
wile be of a lofty and wrathful Spirit. He tells us, the Love o f 
God is not in thofe Men, who have the Pride o f Life in them, 
I John 1. 15,16. They cannot honour, efteem, or count all Men 
precious, t i l l that Image o fChr i f t , which ftandeth in Humili ty, 
be formed in them. 

3. The Apo/tlc Prfw/, i Cor. 10. 32,33. does not only teach the 
Brotherhood, that they mufl: pew all Mcek>/efs to all Men, andgive 
no Offence to Jew mr Gentile ; but puts himfelf (as becomes all 
trueMiniftersof Chrift ) foraPaterntothaFlock. Tho C faith 
he ) Ibe free from all Men, yet I have made my felf Servant unto all, 
that I might gain the more. ——• / am made all Things to all Men that 
I might by all means fave fame, i Cor. 9. 19,20,21,22,23. How 
precious did he count the Jcwifli Nation ! f tho they generally ha­
ted him ; he could be content to be undone himfelf, rather than 
they fliould bclofi-. Rom. TO. i . And no lefs concern'd for the 
poor Gentiles, that they alfo might be happy. Rom. 15,15. ^ ^ ^ j 
hitherto did tend the Scope of all his Labours, to warn, teach and 
toprefcnt every Manperfeil in Chrijl fcfu.^. Col. i . 28. ' 

4. And forafmuch as the Tongue is the ordinary Witnefs of 
the Spirit o f Pride, and that whereby all Men are incident to d i f 
honour one another, he fl;riaiy obligeth all Ghriftians to let their 
Speech be alway-^ T^'if^ Grace, fcafoned with Salt, that they may admini-
fter Grace to them that hpar them. Col. 4. 6. And he that wil l obev 
our Text, to/?o«f«r all Men, muft remember that he fpeak. evil of 
no Man, ( an Impiety which God knows even reigns among it 

Chriilians.) 
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ehriftians. ) The Tongue if an unruly Member, a World of Jmifuity. 
And hence the Apoftle James is very bold, telling us, our Religion 
is vain, i f we bridle not that Member. Jam. 3. 9, t o , 11, 12, J 3. 
How can that Tongue be f i t to blefs God, to profefs the Ghriltian 
Religion, which is exxrcifcd in curling, fpsaking evil, or wilhing 
i l l to any Man ? My Brethren, thefe Things ought not to be. Doth a 
FomtMn give fweet Water and hitter at the fame place ? This is not 
to be found in'Nature, nor to be cypedcd in Grace. Chriftians 
muft be known to all Men by their Fruits of Righteoufnefs, Meek­
nefs, Goodnefs, aiKl Faith ; otherwifc Men Ihail never be moved 
to glorify God in their behalf. 

5. That Chriftian who will honour all Men, rauft love all Men; 
without this, he cannot efteem them, nor count them precious. 
Whom we love not, we have no delight to honour. I t is in a 
manner peculiar to the Chriftian Doftrine, that Men fliould love 
their Enemies, pray for them that perfccutc them and defpitefuJjy 
ufe them. Let us therefore pay this Debt, to honour all A en in 
Love. He that will do this, muft bear Mankind upon his Heart 
i n Prayer and Supplication. 1 Tim. 2. 1. This is a Lcllon for 
<Ghriftijlns, as fuch, they muft love their Neighbours as thjmfclves, 
and all Men are their Neighbours. The Royal Law obliges thems 
to-it •, Jam. 2.8. Jfye fuljllthe Royal Law according to-the Scriptures, 
Thoit JJialtlovethy Ncfghbanrasthy f e l f , ye do wtll; but t} ye l^ivf 
rcfpetl to Ferfons, (that is, love one, and hate another ) ye COM 
Srn, and are convinced of the Law as Tranfgrefrs. WcrC Chr.itian^ 
iilled more with this Fruit of the Spirit, we fhould iee an end ot 
thefe Animolities, opprobrious and abufive Epithets, or Brands 
of Reproach and Infamy, which are daily\caft upsn Men, and 
too frequently found among Chriflian Men. I t is to be lamented, 
that Men who are precious in theeftcem of God, Ihould not. Di3. 
eftecmed fo by one another-

But: honour all Men, fays our Text r and the Arguments to en* 
force the Duty arc.many, o f which,fome we wi l l urge in this place,. 
and the f i r f t fliall be this : 

Firfl; They arc Men as well as our felves, our Equals by Cre--
ation, the Workmanlliip of the Hands of the fame God ; and? 
therefore are we bound to honour all Men^ as Men •, nor can we: 
flight, defpife,- or dishonour th^n , but we dilhoaour our felves: 
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'For they are Flefh of our Flelh, and God hath made df one Blood all 
Nations of Men, to dwell upon the Face of the Earth ; and he is the 
God of the Spirits of all Flejli. And thus we have all one Father; 
as one God hath created us, we are all hiiOf.fpring: notasfome 
prophancly have faid, that Man is no more God's OfF-fpring than 
an Hog ; for he did not confult the Creation o f any thing, as he 
did the Creation of Man, Gen. x. Nor did he breath into the No-
ftrils of Hogs, the fame Spirit o f Life and Wifdom which he 
breathed into Man. 2?<i?w'î admires the Goodnefs of God in the 
dignified State of Man, Ffd.%. 4,5. And let us beware o f 
bafc thoughts concerning Man, l e t we value him no more than 
the Beafts of tlie Field, and fo diflionour him, whom God 
created in great Honour, and to this day ( notwithftanding his 
Fall ) hath let him over the Works of his Hands. All Men are 
our Brethren, let us honour them as fuch ; for what Brotherhood 
foevcr wc attain, yet our humane Fraternity is antecedent, and 
not made void by any Po/^-Fratcrnity, which is good, but rather 
more indeared. This was feen in St.Pafd, the nearer his Relation 
was to God upon the account of Chriftianity, the more was his 
Love, and the greater his Sorrow for his Brethren according to 
the Fle/li, Rom.^.i. Let not Chriftians think, that their Relation, 
nor Obligation of Nature to Mankind, is dcftroyed or made lefs, 
by their being Chriftians; fuch a vain Conceit wi l l alienate 
us from our own Flefli, and make us quite pervert the Tcxt,which 
puts us in mind that our Religion does ftrongly engage us to ho­
nour them all- I t was a Vertue in the Philofopher, who would not 
be accounted of this or that Nation, Tribe, or City, but entitled 
himfelf aCittz.en of the wholc World-, meaning, he had an equal 
refpedl for Mankind and i f his Relation might be an Honour he 
would be rdatcd to them all, that he might honour them all. ' 

Secondly; Chrillians mult honour all Men, bccaufe God himfelf 
hath honoured them all, fctting his Love upon them, arid mani-
fefting i t to them, and that divers ways : As, 

I . In the common A d s p f his Providence, of which we havean 
excellent Accountin the loy/^^Pfalm, to which I refer you. It is 
he that giveth them f ru i t fu l Seafons, filling their Hearts with Jov 
and Gladnefs; he gives them Life and Breath, and all things 
Hence they ( even all Nations ) are called his People, and the 
Sheep of his Fafture, Plal. 100. 1,2. and upon this Very ground 

are 



rare required to pay tlieir Debt o f Thankfulnefs unto him. 
2. God has greatly honoured Mankind in the gracious A f t of 

Redemption \ I fay, in this he has greatly cflccmed^ all Men., and 
counted them very precious. That God hath done this for all Men, 
nothing can be more plain than thefe Tellimonies : There is one 
God and one Mediator between Cod and Man, who gave himfelf a 
Ranfom for all. i T i m . 2.6. We fee Jefus made a little lower than 
the Angels, for the fifering of Death. That he by the Grace of 
God jlwuld tafie Death for every Man. Heb. 2.9- For all have jm^ 
ned, and come (Iwrt of the Glory of God, being jnftified freely by his 
Grace., through the Redcmpion which is in Chrift Jtfm. Rom.3.23,24. 
He is a Vrvftiatlon for our Sins, and not for ours only, but alfo for the 
Sins of the whole World. Surely he that againft the Light o l thele 
plain Teftimonies, can or will think that God negledled the great-
eft part, or any part of Mankind, in the moft impo"^"^ .^"jf"';^^ 
of Redemption, muft needs have a very low efteem and diO o-
nourable thoughts of that part of Mankind, cannot value t lum 
much above the fallen Angels or Devils, for whom no Raniom 
was given •, and confequently they cznmt honour f j^'»-
Devils are but Sinners, Ihut up to the Judgment of Eternal 1 ire, 
without means of Recovery; and thefe Men,thatnarrowup th^ Re­
demption of Man to the Eleft only, fliutiiptheremaiiTderotM^ 
in that Condemnation which is inevitable. And what Honom can 
belong to fuch ? How ftiould we count them precious, i t inaeea 
God hated them from all Eternity ? I t is not faying, T^^f "'J 
hnow them not by Name, and therefore ought to honour all Men, tnat 
wil l falve the Bufinefs : For the truth is, , i f we heartily honour 
all Men, we muft be fure that God would have us do fo ; and ot 
this we cannot be fure, i f we think God made them only to damn 
them • For i f the Eftcem or Honour which we give to all Men, 
proceed not from fincere Love to them, and Defire of their Hap-
pincfs, i t is but Hypocrify, no true Honour ^ for the Honour 
which wc owe to all Men, is not founded upon any thing wherein 
they are dignified above us, but upon thofc Blefllngs or Favours 
f rom God, which are common to us all, and >vherein he has made 
no difference between one and another. And therefore i f we truly 
efteem love, and wifl i all Men well in tlie Cafe of their Salvation, 
me muft believe that God docs fo too, or elfe we cannot do i t hear-
ti lv v̂ «p-«#tw<?'s Speech here is worthy of Remembrance-, o 
vehement Love! that God forMansCaiife can vouchfafe to become 
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Man '. Who can hate Man, xcfhofe Nature and Likenefs he beholds in 
the Humanity of God ? Surely, i f God has not loved all Men in 
Chrift , ŵ c have no caufe to count thera:precious, becaufc we fee 
them not favoured in the Humanity of God. 

3. That our God counts ẑZ/A/ew precious,, may be feen in the 
Order given, that the W o r d of Peace or Reconciliation may be 
preached to all Men, or, to every Creature ; to be made known ta 
all Natiom. for the Obedience of fdith- Mat. 28. 19. Rom. 16. 26. 
Surely this Mcllage, with the Mellcngcr and Meflengcrs that 
brought i t to all Men, does ftupendoufly evidence, how precious 
God accounts Jill Men. He may juRly demand, What could have 
been done to evidence my Love to Man, and the precious Ellccra 
lhave of him, v/hich I have not done. Has he not fent his Apo-
llles, whole Woi ds have gone to the uttermoft farts of the Earth ? 
Rom. 10. Ye:i, he hath fent his Son, whom he hath made Heir o f 
all Things •, yea, he hath lent thus to tliofc that would not accept 
thefe Tokens of Love, Ellimation, Or Honour. John i. 11'. Mat. 
21.38. Surely i t is an A f t of Honour towards the Party villted, 
when the King comes to vifit the Beggar, yea, the Traytor / 
Whence is this to me, faid F-ltz.abcth^ that the Another of jny Lord 
fl}OHldcomc to me ? And whence is this to Man, or what Honour 
hath God conferred upon Man, that our Lord himfelf lliould come 
to Man, to redeem him by the Death of the Crofs, and to make, 
all Men fee vvhat is the Fcllowlhip of this myfterious Piece o f 
Godlinefs, C: which »• God manifeft in the Flejh, &C.J by the Light o f 
the Gofpel ? 

Thirdly ; Chriflians mitfl honour all Men, becaufe this is one cffetlk-
alway to recommend the Way of Chrlfhianity, or the Truth which we 
profefsy, to the acceptance of all Men. And hitherto may be refer­
red thefe ajid the like Rules Walk^ in Wifdom towards them that 
are without.. If you faint e your Brethren only, what do you more than 
others ? The Servant of the Lor A mufl not firivc, but be gentle towards 
allAien. Render to no Man Evil for Evil, but overcome Evil with 
Good. Shewing all Mecknefs to all Men. Giving a Reafon of the 
Hope that is in you, with Mccknefs and Fear. That Chriltian that 
|hall walk towards all Men according to thefe Rules, fliall certain­
ly honour all xMcn, and greatly recommend the Tru th to them a l l ; 
for thus lliall he himfell become an Epi/tic o f Chrif t , read and 
known of all Men. i Cor. 3.2. 

I ' 
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I fhall conclude this firfl Doftr inc with a foknm Proteftation 
againltall fuch as would fct up their Religion by Violence, Blood, 
snd Treachery, by what Name focver dilUnguifhcd ; for i f this 
be their Scope, they have not known Chrift , nor the Divine 
Power of Chriftianity. Cain leads the Van to this unreafonabie 
Troop, who never did nor can honour all Men, t i l l they be deli­
vered from this Principle : No, they detire to kil l , that they 
only might be honoured. By this unchriftian fort of Chriftians, 
what unfpeakable Butcheries have been committed ! Hundreds 
o f Thoufands in a neighbouring Nation, in this Age, cruelly de-
ftroyed. What Hangings, Burnines, and Tormentings all Su-' 
rope over ! And this pretendedly to advance Holy Church ! As 
i f our Saviour's Houfe muft be built with Blood, when yet he 
plainly tells us, he came not to kill Men, but to fave them, and 
Iharply rebukes his Difciples, when fuch a Spirit appeared m 
them. 

And have we not feen a refined Generation, ( as they would 
•be thought ) peeping for th , with the Name of Blood, or the 
fmiting Principle, written on their Forehead, with diredion to 
their Profelites to pray, that God would deftroy all Oppreflion 
and Opprcfors from olf the face of the Earth ? Lord ! what is 
this ? The greateft part of Mankind peradventure are Opprel-
fors in one thing or other ; and muft a Chriftian pray for their 
Deftrudion, or for thoir Converfion ? Sure the latter is the Duty 
of all Chriitians. i Tim. i. 1,2. They cannot defire fuch a wo-
f u l D a y , but that Mercy may be extended, knowing that them-
felves were fometlmes fooUfli, difobedient, living in Malice, hateful, 
and hating one another. T i t . 3. But alas ! do not thefe Men pray 
for their own Deftrudion ? Who fees not that fuch a Principle 
is pregnant with Oppreffion? O let all Chriftians beware of i t . 
And let us pray for them that hate us, perfecute m, and ffeak.all man­
ner of Evil againft m falfy, for bis Names fake, who hath called tu 
not only to believe, but alfo to fitffer for his fake. 

Thus leaving all Men of bloody, violent, and treacherous Prin­
ciples, to conlider what Spirit they are of-, how unlike our Lord 
Chrift -, how different from the Primitive Chriftians •, how con­
trary to Humanity it felf, which teaches all to do to others ( not 
as thev d o ) but as we would they fhould do to us: We fliall 

' 0 2 proceed 
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proceed t o the next Point of Doilr ine, grounded upon the fecond 
Diredtion in the Text , Love the Brotherhood. 

D o f t . I I . Brotherly Felloivjljip, Love and Vnity is carefully to be en­
deavoured and maintained by all Chrijlians. 

This Brotherhood being not natural, but fpirituai and myft i -
cal, admits of a twofold Gonlidcration : 

1. In the largeil Sence the Word ( and Ufc of i t in Scrip­
ture ) will bear. 

2. I n a m o r e f t r i d andfpecialSeiice. 

In thefirfl:, we mnll comprehend all that own the holy Scrip­
tures for the Rule of Faith, believing in the only true God, the 
Father, Son, and Holy-Gholl, ( f i r thefe three are one)-^, that 
Chrift died for our Sins, and role agani for our Julh/ication • that 
livefoberly, according to the gcneral Rules of Chrillianity, tho 
they may be diverlly perfuaded in the Methods o f Chr i . 
ftian Worlliip. Or I could be content, ( i f the State of Chrift i- . 
anity would bear i t in thefc Days) to exprefs my felf i„ t ^ j j 
Cafe in the Words of St. Paul, i Cor. r. i. ^11 that in everyplace 
call upon the Name of our Lordjefus Chrijt ; among whom he 
found Divcrfities of Opinions, as well « Diforders in praftice o f 
Ordinances. Not that he allows either, but labours to reform 
both, yet fo as he would preferve Amity among them as they were 
Brethren, tho fome of them were carnal, i Cot. 3. others allow­
ing themfelves a very dangerous Liberty in religious Matters even 
to eat Things facrificcd to Idols ; fome doubting o f the Refur-
redion, others very loofe in their Devotion at tlie Lord's Table • 
they were ibmc tumultuous, others otberwifc vicious, 2 Cor. i \ ' 
Now whether the Apoftle, in his Exhortations to Unity, intends" 
that notwithftanding thefe Errors they fliould hold ample Com­
munion with the Erroneous; or whether, upon adhering to" Re­
proof by him given, and their obeying the Epiftles which he fent 
to them, he obliges them to maintain and uphold their Conimu 
nion, is the Buflnefs to be conlldcred. 

The firft i t is not like to be, for then few Errors, either in Do 
6trinc or Life, could bruak this brotherly Ft llowfliip amone Chri* 
ftianso . And then, to what purpofe are thcfc Rules given Mari^ 
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ffc;w whkh CMtfe Divifwns and Offences, contrary to the DoElrine which 
ye have learned, and avoid them. Rom. i6 . 17. Withdraw your 
felves from every Brother which walki diforderly, &C. 2 ThelL 3. 6. 
Surely all that can be required, as to Unity wi th thefe Chriftians, 
is a brotherly Compaffion, to encourage what we can the 1 ruth 
they hold, or the Good they do to hold with them m the com­
mon Caufe of Chriftianity, againft the common Enemy ot it.^ * 
conceive the latter to be the only fafe way, vt^. • That notAitn 
ftanding their great Carnality, Weaknefs of Judgment, or l-ro-
warduefs in their erroneous Opinions, i f now they would l e-
ccive the Couufel of the Lord's Mellbnger, or which the Lord by 
his Menbnger had fent unto them, that then the Brothcrhocd once 
found among them ftiould ftill continue, tho they had too eyi-
dcntly forfeited their Privileges. Thus to take the Apoft l ts . 
meaning, is to make him harmonize with himfelf / j j ) , ' J , 
/ / any Man obey not our Word by tUs EpiJUe, note that ^ J J^ ' 
no Company with him, that he may be ajhamed ; yet count " 
Enemy, but admonijl, him as a Brother. But to take Jpol^tle in 
thefirftSence, would make him i^reconcilcabletoor wit h n̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
So then, Paul did notadvife the Faithful at Cm«;i^, t« ^ ^ ^ ^ f j ^ , 
pic Communion with thofe of ill Lite, and erroneous Pi napk^s m. 
die necelfary parts of Religion, f^'^has the RcfaaY't on, and be 
paration from Idolatry doubtlefs are ; for he th^t.dcm.^ t h . l i r i t 
denies Chnfi to be rifen, makes the Jpoftles f f f ' r f / ^ J " ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Faith of ChnpJvam. Cor. 15. 1,2,3. ^ f f i T ; S ' 
Men uncapable to ferve God' : Te cannot dnnkthe Cup of the Lora,. 
and the Cup of Idols ( or Devils.) \Cor. \.\o. 

Let usthenconHder t i -Jecond or more ftrid 
Word , Brotherhood, in our Text . And here we rauft take i t , a. t . 
pertains to truly conftituted and weU-governcd ocieties ot^C^^^ 
pians : For undoubtedly God intended to have the Chriarian 
l idon ftatcd and maintained in ^ 1 Nations, .according to the 
pnftine Simplicity of the Gofpel, without the mixtures of LcgaL 
Semonies or humane Innovations: For when Jefus gave com-
miO^on t o h sApoftles, to teach all Nations, bapuz.ing them ; ^nd> 
rT.en r. ° . S X to Ibferve all Things whatfoever he commanded 
Ihem u T i ^ . '9 ,20 . 'and gave being to this Order, to continue: 
todieend o f i h e W o r l d , i t muft needs be highly rational on the: 
par S i ? ch, as do piouQy ftand to this Form of ^oan^^^ 
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explicated and delivered to the Churches, Rom. 6. 17. //<fi.6.1,2. 
And confequently i t mufl: needs be very pleafing to God, and 
commendable in the Church, that his Inftitutcs be kept with the 
greatelt exadnefs, as they were delivered at firfl, i Cor. 11. 2. 

For i f once Variations in either the Dodrinal or Pra(ftical 
Parts o f the Chrifl:ian Religion be admitted, there can be no cer­
tain duration of any T ru th , ^Me Leaven leaveneth the vphok 
Lump, Gal. 5, 7. And this the Apofl:le fpeaks too, wi th relation 
to the Impofition o f fome Legal Rites, which once had a Divine 
Original and Life in the Church of God, and yet now could not 
coniill with obedience to the Tru th . Gal. 5.̂  7. Te did run well^ 
who did hinder you, that you jlmdd not obey the Truth ? Hence Saint 
Taul would not givcplace to St. Peter himfelf, ( when too much 
.fymbolizing with legal Ceremonies, Gal.i.) that fo the T r u d i o f 
the Gofpel might continue in the Churches of Galatia; plainly 
fliewing, that as Light and Darknefs cannot dwell together, fo 
tlic Gofpel is exclulive of legal Ceremonies and humane Innova­
tions. And feeing all raufl; grant, there has been a very great de­
parture from the Truth of the Gofpel, both in Dodrine and 
Pradice, there cannot be abetter Method ( I fuppofe) thought 
on, to amend what is amifs in the Chriftian W o r l d , ( and thereby 
to refiore true brotherly Fellowjlnp) than that ufcd by Our Lord , 
Mat. 19. 8. to reform a Corruption among the Jews, and fuch an 
Error too as had a flicw of Scripture-Authority for i t , ( I mean 
the Cafe of Divorce ) yet our Saviour fupprefleth that Cuftom, 
by referring to the primitive Inftitution o f Marriage From the Be­
ginning it was not fo. 

And upon this Text, how well docs our Brethren ( I mean the 
Sober and Pious in the Church of England) defend themfelves a-
gainft Popifli Innovations, both in Opinion and Pradice ? One 
•of them fpeaks thus: ^ As touching each of thefe Errors., we can 
fay with our Saviour., in thisprefent Correption of the Pharifees 
that from the Beginning it was not fo ; and we care not whence 
they come, unlefs they come f rom the Beginning. This hath ever 
been ( f a i t h h e ) the Rule, the warrantable Rule to reform a 
Church. When Efdras was intent on building the Temple he 
fent not to Ephefm, much lefs to Rome ; he did not enquire into 
the Rituals of Numa Pompilius y but had recourfe for a Temple to 
that of Solomon; and for a Rite, to that o f Mojes. Indeed'for 
Things raeerly indifferent, ( as he obferves ) there mufl; be pre-

' V ferved 
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ferved a Liberty in all Churches to confult and do for the bell. ' 
dare not fay as he, To make Conftkutions; ( for that's a great word) 
but to manage her Affairs with Decency, Order, and Charity. 

But to come more direft ly to our Dodrine, which is. Brotherly 
FellowJJjtp •, Love and Vnity is carefully to be endeavoured andmaintained 
by all Chriftians. 

Certain i t is that our Love, as Chriltians, may go much further 
than our adunl Communion in all things Chriltian, may do and 
yet this Love i t felf is a kind of Fcllowlhip. The Angels have Fel­
low fliip with us, and acknowledg thcmfelves our Fellow Servants,^ 
Rev.. 19. (o. and yet they do not partake with us in all our ads 
of Religion, but only by approbation and corroboration, in 
things which are well done. Now the bell or mofl: orderly for t 
o f Ghrillians cannot conceive a greater difproportion between 
their Churches, and the Churches of the moll erring ( i f but well-
meaning) Societies that confcientioufly profefs Love and Obedi­
ence to Chri l l : And even hence, wc are obliged to hold as much 
Brotherly Fcllowfliip with them, as we can,elpccially that of Love, 
and Brotherly Companion. For when we conlider, that even 
fome of all forts of Chrillians wil l rather dye, than bafcly deny 
their Lord and Mailer, we cannot but have Fellowlhip with Inch, 
in our Spirits, wh i l f l i t isthefame (and not a-feigned Chrift) to 
whom they lliew their utmoft teftimony.of Love. 

And this Gonfidcration alone, may fuffice to take away that 
irabitterednefs, which is too often found among Cbriltians diflent-
ing one from another : Let their Appellations be what they wi l l , , 
fo that they believe in the true Chr i f l , and live well, being alio 
faithful to what they know. And tho they be never fo angry with 
me for oppoiing them in their Traditions,, or erring Notions c-
therwifc, yet I mull have a Brotherly tendernefs towards them all 
for the Truths fake which dwelleth in them. But now, for ample 
or full Communion, I fee not how that can be attained and main­
tained, but where there is antecedent to i t , an Union both in D c -
drine and Pradicc, in things necellary to the true Gonftitution; 
and Government of the Church o f Chril l . And feeing alfo our 
Differences about thefe things are not fmall, or t r ivial -, i t cannot 
( I think J be better ordered, than that a Friendly Dif t indion, and. 

•Brotherly Forbearance be permitted as to ample Communion j ^ o r 



that Men cannot comfortably nor peaceably join together t i l l they 
be agreed in thefe things. 

I ice not that the dinerencc betwixt Paul and Barnahas was fb 
great (as to the thing about which they dilTcred) as the things a-
bout which Chriitians differ in thefe days; and yet its certain 
their Contention being great (for 7rK <̂!|u(r/L-Los fignifies prowi^w^, 
gauUng, andimhittcredSpeeches, and Minds, fay the Learned) i t is 
certain they could nottranfaift their Affairs in the Gofpel together, 
but apart. And this was written perhaps to fliew, that a compe­
tent Unity in Judgment muft precede our aflual Communion, and 
t i l l that be attained among us,thcre is a neccflity (in regard, partly 
of human Frailty, and partly iu regard of fome precious Truths) 
to forbear one another,without dellroying the Tru th to which we 
have attained refpecftively. 

And thisis the greatcll Love we can extend to one another, un-
"der thefc difficult Circumftances. 

1. To pity and heartily to pray one for another-,for the Servant 
of the Lord muft not ftrive but be gentle towards all Men, in 
Meeknefs inflruding thofe that oppofe themfelves. 

2. There mull be all Patience cxercifed, and Companion/liewed 
to the Ignorant, and thofe that are out of the way, efpccially 
where the fcruple is tender and confcientious. And in the mean 
time, the faithful Minifter of God mull hM faft the form of fomd 
Words, he muft teach the fame DoElrine which was committed to his 
Trufi by the Afoftles. He muft warn others that they teach no other 
Dollrtne. He muH not give place to Jewtjlj, or other Fables. And 
the Church muft fo walk in Chrift , M they firft received him.^ rooted 
in the Foundation-Principles, eftabJifhed and built up in him : 
J\fot carried about with every Wind of Dollrine, but fpeaking the Truth 
in Love,mufl endeavour to grow up into Chrift is all things. In a word 
i t is the Duty of this Brotherhood to fiick clofe to the whole CouZ 
eel of God, and nnt to partake with other Mens Stns, or Errors in Life 
or Religion ; which cannot be done, where contrarieties in Do-
clrine and Pradice about things neceffary to the true State and 
Government o f the Church of Chrilt , are allowed in the fame Fel­
low fliip or Community. 

Love the Brotherhood. This Fraternity arc in a fpecial manner 
to love one another. , 

I . Be-



1. Becaufe God himfelf hath loved them with a fpecial kind of 
Love: And if God fo laved M,we ought alfo to love one another, i John 
3. I t is happy when the Love of Chrillians is founded upon this 
bottom, VIZ.. the Manifellation of God's Love to them, and. not 
upon any thing of human Excellency ; for this is to have Mens Per-
fons in Admiration, and not to admirQ this. Behold what manner of, 
Love the Father hath hefim^ed upon w / r j »,, : . - - i f f -x-j;-.., 

a. Becaufe this is. the fweetefl; Manifeftation, that we are the 
Children of God ; for m this is manifeft the Children of God, i John 
3.16. namely,'that they love their Brethren : And every one that 
loveth,is born ofG od. And our Saviour makes i t the true Charader 
o f Chriftianity : By this Jhall all Men kriow that ye are^my Difciples, if 
yfi love one another, ]oh. 13-35. . 

3. iiecaufe this is the uniting Grace among Chriftians, this 
makes their Society fweet, their Fellowihip dclirabie, itsa Fellow-
fhipof Love, Phil. 2. i. This makes them like Z>̂ wW and Jonathan., 
tliey are bound in one Girdle, and their Love was wonderful. 

4. Becaufc this makes the Sufferings of Chriltians eafy; when 
thofethat fuller love them, in defence of whofe Faith they do fuf-
fer and fee themfelves beloved of their Brethren, even then when 
all Men feem to hate them. This made Patd himfelf rejoice in his 
Sufferings, Phil. 4. 10,14. J rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at 
the laft your care of me hath flourijhed again, Ye have well done 
that ye have communicated with me in my AffliBion. 

Let us touch the things briefly, which mgy be fure Evidences of 
this Brotherly Love. 

1. I f then we love the Brotherhood, we are much concern d 
about them in our Thoughts. For what is the Objed of a Man's 
Love,is the Subjed of his Meditation. All true Lovers know this^ 
by Experience •, and let the Love of the Brotherhood exceed our 
Love in other cafes. A n inftance of this Love we have in St. Paul, 
Col. 2. I , 2. For I would that ye knew what great conflitt I have for 
you, andforthemofLaodicea, and for at many as have not feen my Face 
in the Flejh : That their Hearts might be comforted,being knit together 
in Love, &c. 

2. I f we love our Brethren, we bear them much upon our Heart 
in our Prayers -, we cannot forget them i f we rightly love them. 
Pad made mention of him in every Prayer of his whom he dearly loved, 
2 T i m . I . 3. Let all Chriftian Brethren do fo too, for we cannot 
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do lefs for any o f them, or for many of theiii We can do no 
more. ^ . . . 

3i I f w e love the Brotherhood, we will eftcem them highly, ac-
eording to the Vertues which we fee in them, 2 John v. i ,2,3. And 
whom we love we will commend, and advance as much as wc can, 
becauft it's the native Property of Love to do fo •, as appears in 
the interchanges of Love in the Song of Solomon, between C h r i l t 
and his Churth : and is the way too, to encreafe Love, as all Ex­
perience IheWS. .„ t J r 

4 I f wc love our Brethren, we wil l to our belt defend their 
Reputation againft thofe that injure them. Thus Paul vindicated; 
not h imfdf only, but thofe fai thful Minifters which were w i t h 
him, when fome reported of them that they wJked after the Flejh, 
and'fold Let tu do Evil that good may come ; whofc Damnation.^ 
for fuch vile Reproaches againft the Servants ofChr i f t , heaversto 
be iuft. ,„ ^ 

5. I f w e love the Brotherhood, we wil l to our Power relieve 
their Neceffities. For He that hath this Worlds Good;, and fees his 
Brother rvant^ and frnteth ap the Bowels of his Compaffion, how dwells • 
the Love of God in him ? And faith another Apoftle, If a Brother or 
Sifter be dtfittMc ofdatly Food, and ye fay. Be ye fUlcd, and give them, 
not thofe things that are neceffary, what doth i t profit ? Wherefore 
let Love be without Dilhmulation. Let i t be fervent. For to 
this end were our Souls purified in obeying the Truth through the Sfirit^ 
eyejl unto unfeigned Love of the Brethren, i Pet. l i 22. 

6. The laft Evidence. I f wc love the Brotherhood, we will feek 
^and prcfervc as much as we can, the Peace of the whole, and the 
Profperity of every part. Pray for the Peace of Jcrufalem (fai th 
David)f^9' piall proffer that love thee \for my Brethren 031 dComp anions, 
fah I will now fay, Peace be withm thy Walls, and Profperity nithtn thy 
Palaces.. How greatly does the true Son of David, our Lord Jefus, 
pray for lliis BlefTing upon the whole Church, ^ut they all 

may,be 
one as he and bis Father are one ? And what Chriftian will not trem­
ble'tO think of doing any thing agaigft the tenour. o f his blelTed. 
Prayer? 

I wi l l conclude this point with a folemn Protcftation aeainft 
thpfe .Evil3 which chiefly hinder the love o f the Brotherhood • 
and the.ftrftisPride»: * 
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5T.",'0nly through Pride cometh Contention (faith the Spirit)^ when 
Men are admirers o f themfclvcs, Proud, Boafters ^ they foon be­
come defpifers of thofe that are good, and Enemies to the Love o f 
the Brotlierhood. Diatrephes being got to this point, prefently 
makeshavock of the Church, by calling the Brethren out of the 
Church that Ihewed their brotherly Love to the travelling Mini -
fters. And why ? becaufe he loved to have the Preheminencc, in-
fomuchashe (pared not to undervalue the Apoftle himfelf. Aprend 
Profejfor cannot love the Brotherhood. ' • -? > 

2. As all.proud Men are Enemies to brotherlyLove 5'fo m o f t o f 
all fuch as take themfelves to be infallible about things moft difpu-
table, being vainly confident that God is oppofed when their Im-
-politions are not obeyed. Thefe Men commonly drive furiouily, 
rend and tear,if their Mandates meet with diOike or non-reception. 
Thefe Men wil l ever ftand ftrenuoully upon Niceties, and make 
things which are doubtful, and meerly indifl^erent, to become ne-
•cellary. . 

3. Thofe who make Gain their Godlinefs,are great Enemies to 
Brotherly Love, thefe are called greedy Dogs by the Prophet, greedy 

by the Apoftle •, thefe feek their own, not the things ot 
Chrift. They arc Enemies to him; their God is their Belly, they 
mind earthly things ; they change with every Wind for Prefer­
ment. They are Lovers of their own felves. 1 hey teach things 
which they ought not, for filthy Lucres fake. They love not the 
Brotherhood, but their Money. 

Thus much to the fecood Point W e come now to the third 
part of our Text . : i r i K r O i^uw raou 10. : 

f e a t <^tJ« 

Hence the Dodrine has been propounded tihus. 

DoCt. I I I . Chripans mufi have an awful Fear of God hefofe their 
Eyes, that in Matters of Religion they may ferve him only, 
and not provoke him by finfd Courfes, nor by the Fear of 
Man. 

T o come rightly to the performance of this Duty, we muft en­
deavour to have a right knowledg or Belief of this God whom we 
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are to fear, for this our Saviour makes to be the weighty part o f our 
Religion, Faith^and the Fear of God. Now in this Faith, which an-
teceeds the Fear, Worihip, and Service of God, we muft conflder 
the Eflence and Attributes o f God. In the firfl, he is infinitely be­
yond the reach of our knowledg, or finding out unto Pcrfciflion. 
Job 4. 24. Jt is bnt a fmall fort ion that we knom (or can know) of him 

-itt this World. 
; Faith therefore fatisfies i t lelf, v^ith knowing that 

•Pfal. 90. 2. God is: or,that there is one God. That he is a Spirit 
'Jiev. /^.'\o. Eternal, Piire, Omnipotent, Immutable, Invilible, 

j Tim.i.x j. Merciful^ Faithful, Holy, Jufl: and Good ^ and that 
Pfal. 147.5. he is infinitely and perfeftly fo , and whatfoevcr elfe 
Prov. 15. 3,. may be faid to reprefent him Great and Glorious; 

Great in his Sovereignty and Dominion, Glorious 
in his doings towards the. Children of Men. In a Word , Faith 
apprehends or believes this God to be, whatfoevcr his Word de­
clares him to be, which together with his works o f Creation and 
Providence are the Intelligencers to Mortals, his good Spirit alfo 
helping and illuminating all that heartily feek after him. Hovv-
beit this Faith is not of the fame magnitude in all that have i t , but 
'tis of-the fame Nature, — To all that have obtained like f redout 
Faith with through the Righteoufnefs of God, and our Saviour Jefut 
Ghrifi, -2 Pet. i . i . . 

To fear God, is indeed a Duty incumbent upon all Men, and not 
upon Chriftians only. And for the better performance of this great 
Duty, i t is good to know the Caufe, why Mankind o f all other 
Creatures is bound to fear God ; I fay. Mankind only,of all fubly. 
nary Creatures : for from other Creatures God expefts not this 
nor do they pay i t to him, not having capacity, and fo no neceffi-
t y on them to do it . But they are fubjugated to the Fear o f Man 
who is placed over them asSupream, Pjal. %6. 7, 8, Gen.t), 2. ' 
deed I do not find that this Fear and Dread of Man, was upoii - the 
Ci eatur-. jelow him, t i l l after the Earth was accurfcd. I t is true 
a Dominion was-.given-Man over them in his innocent Eftate, Gen 
I..28. But that he fiiould have ruled them with Rigour, as now r 

find not, but do conceive that the terrour o f Man to thebrut 
Greatures, and their Difobedience to him,are EfFedls o f tile Cur f 
and its certain the Curfe was the Efledt.of Sin. But in thefe thin *' 
Jet us, not.be too curious.. • ^ 
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-Now whether in cafe Man had not finned, he fiiould have bccii 
obliged to fear God as now, or whether he lliould have properly 
feared God at all, may be enquired here ? T o which i t may be an-
fwered. That feeing God had endued Manwith excellent Keaion 
and Judgment, and yet put him in a mutable State, and gave him 
notice that his ftate was fuch, when he gave him a Law with a 
Penalty upon the Breach of i t . In the Breach of which he jhoM 
fitrely dye. Gen. 2. 17. I t follows that Man was even then bounU to 
Fear, and to Hand in awe of his Majeflry from the beginning betorc 
Sin was upon him. So that Sin is not the Original Cauie of the 
Fear o f God, but his Bounty towards Man, and abfolute Sove­
reignty over him, are the Groimds of it . And hence we may 
learn,how jull:,how neceifary i t is for us who are o f the f 111 n raceot 
Adam, not only for that we are under thefe Original Obhgations, 
and for that the Covenant which wc are under as Chriftians, tlio a-
Covenantof Grace, yet is truly conditional fwhatevcr lomemur­
mur to the contrary; to fear the God of Heaven, and to Itand m-
awe of his Majcfly. Behold therefore the Goodnefs and Seventy of 
God! on them that fell. Severity; bnt towards thee Goodnefs, if thou 
commue inhisGeodi-zefs : otherwife thou alfo jhall be.cut off: Rom. l i i 
22. Heb.4. I . But i t is furthermore our Duty, for that we are 
more fubjea: to err than yUam was, for all giant he had Free-will, 
and Sufficiency of Ability to Hand had he ufed i t . But tho fome 
of us do hold wc have a liberty of Wil l^ yet we muft all confefs our. 
Power to be very fmall, without intervening Grace,, either to re-
fift Temptations, or to do adls of Righteoufnefs. Not that we are 
fuffcient to thi?>k^ any thing as of our felves, but our fufficiency is of God.,, 

2Cor. 3.5. , , , - , _ 
There is a Diftindlion o f Fear towards God much Ipokcn of,, 

to w i t , a fe rv ik Fear, and a filial Fear. The firft they would 
exclude from a Chriftian. But i f by fervileFear be intended na 
more than to fear God, as a good Servant is to fear his Mafter,,. I 
can fee no reafon to exclude i t : / / / be a Mafter, where is my Fear ?. 
fmh the Lord. Mai- 1. l6. I t feems God's Servants muft fear him* 
But perhaps the meaning of the dift inft ion is this: By filial 
Fear is meant an holy Dread, left we do any thing that is evil, or leave 
undone the thing that is goosL ; md by fervlle Fear, is tneant a- Fear, 
of Punijhment only. I f this be i t , 1 fhall fay lit t le tO i t , believing,, 
whoever makes thisdiftinaion, would have all Men, and fpecially 
Chriftians, to fear God . fo as to depart from all Evil , and to da . 
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^ d i e t o ^ a l X a p t i t t . 
'^Good, left Judgment be the Portion of their Cup f rom the 
Lord . . • rL 

Fear God; that is, ftand in am o f his Majefty, wor/hip and 
ferve him, and him only, i Sam. iz-14- ^"g fear the Lord, and 
ferve him with all your Heart. Pfal. 4 J- 11 • " f'-y ^ord, and 
werflnp thou him. Thou fialt worjhif the Lord thy God, and him only 
flMlt thou ferve. Mat. 4- lo- This is God's Right, we muft only 
pay it to him. When Peter y^Zi put upon this Strait, whether to 
i l eafeor fearMen, when his Servlte i o God was the matter ia 
queftion, his Speech was very franic and refolute ^^?. 4. 19. 
Whether it be ri/ht in the fight of God, to hearken unto Men more than 
unto God, iudgye. This then muft ever become good Chriftians 
in matters of Religion, to ftick clofe to that which is right m the 
Jicht of God, how ever i t may be countermanded by Man. The 
Condcfcenfions of holy Paul were fo wifely attempered, as even 
dien when he was made all things to all Men, and paying his debt 
of Love to the Wife and Unwife, foas to be without Law to 
them that were without Law, and under the Law to them that 
were under the J^aw; ^ct he was not without Law to God, but under 
the Lam to Chrift ; he would not lin to pleafe any, nor do Evil that 
Good mi^ht come : For the Fear of the Lord ts clean, the Begin„i„. 

Wifdom, and that which muft keep us company all our days . 
clfe we lie open to the fiery Darts of Satan, which will both hit 
and hurt, where the Fear o f the I<ord is abfent. Therefore bleffed 
is the Man that feareth always. This is that Grace which held Jo-
feph back from Uncleannefs, Nehemiah from Self-endednefs in 
God's Service, when others made i t burthenfom : This did not / , 
f lith he, becaufe of the Fear of the Lord. * 

Work-out your own Salvation with Fear and Trembling, fgitj^ ^ j ^ ^ 
Apoftle. / trembled in my f e l f , that I might reft in the Day of Trou­
ble, faith the Prophet. / exceedingly fear and quake, faid Mofes 
J am fo troubled I cannot fpeak^, faid David. And /liall we not ex' 
ceedirigly fear, and ftand in awe o f that Majefty, which made 
thefe Pillars in the Church to tremble? Beware of a ftupid and 
Carelefs Spirit, for that will foon prove a revolting Spirit, jer ^ 
12, 23. Davidmakes that awful Fear o f God an exprefs Dutv 

t o a l l ; •Pfal.l6.i. Thou, even thou art to be feared; and who mL 
.fiand in thy prefencd, when once thou art angry.? Without a eodlv 
Fear no service to God is acceptable. Hob. 12. And he is there­
fore greatly to be feared in the jAffemUy of the Saints. 

Thus 



( 1 ^,1 JiJ! Thus much in general. W e Ihall how endearvour to defcribe 
the Man that walks in the Fear of God,in a few Particulars. And, 

1. He that truly fears God, worlhips and ferveshim, mufi be 
delivered from the Fear of Man. When David is confidering how 
to fear or ferve God aright, Vfal. iit). 45. he tells us, he wi l l 
v>dk.at Liberty ; he will have his Heart free from that which hm-
ders due Obedience to God. And as to Matters of Religion, 
Chriftians are ChrijVs Freemen, And therefore our Saviour ( who 
was the moft. faithful to C<cfar that ever Man was ) in this Cafe 
abfolutely prohibits the Fear of Man •, Fear not him that can kill 
the Body. And i t is certain, the Fear of Man brings a Snare, as 
appears in the Cafe of the Pharifees : They could not confcls 
Chril t , tho they believed in him, for they feared to be pat out of 
their Synagoo;ues.; they loved the Praife of Aien more than the Prmje 
of God He that thus fears Man, cannot fear God. Let us hear 
the Apoftle Pad, he is plain-,. D" I now perfuade Men, or God? 
( that is, do I preach the Dolhtne of God or Man f ) if I yet plea-
fed Men, I jlwdd not be the Servant of Chrift. Wc .ke here the 
Dilference between a faithful Chriftian and Minifter o fChnf t , audi 
thofe that ferve the T im^s : The latter always preach fometliing 
that is of Man, left they fhould fufter Perfecution tor the Crols 
of Chrift the former fcar.s neither Men nor Angels, lo as to give 
confent to another Gofpel,or any thing which perverts the Golpel: 
OfChrif t . Gal. i . 4X0 i t . 

2. He that truly fears God, will give to God the Things which are • 
God's. This Rule, of all others, Ihould be obferved by C h r i f t i ­
ans, becaufe i t proceeds from Chrift himfelf, upan fuch a fpeciai 
occafion, Mat. 22. 21. as wherein the Right of Kings, and God's. 
Right over Men are enquired into, and the Cafe determined by 
the Lord Chrift, to the lilencing his captious Adverfaries. C4ar't 
Right muft be given, and God's Right rauft .not be with-heldv 
Earthly Things, or our Obedience in Civil Cafes, is here ftatei 
upon Cxfar; there is therefore a necellity, that Obedience in Re­
ligious Cafes be due to God, or elfehe has nothing peculiar in or " 
over us. Sith therefore God Ahnighty has referved all religtous 
Obedience to himfelf, and that we muft every Man^rw an Account 
of himfelf unto God, 2 Cor. 5. Let all that fear God, give to him 
la religious Performances, the Things which have his Image and. 

Supers 
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Superfcription upon them, left he rejeO: both the OfFering, and 
•the Offerer,' w i t h , ' Who-hath required this at your hands f D id not 
•God provide by his exprefs Law, that his Sacrifices fhould not be 
changed at Mans Will, a good for a bad, nor a bad for a good ? Lev. 
'27. 10. Does n o t c i y out againft them that prefumed to 
change God^s Ordinances, M Breakers of the everlafiing Covenant} 
-Ifa.24. 5. I t fared very i l l with A'rf^/f^ and Abthu, for oflering 
^hat Ftre which God commanded not. Levit. 10. I , &c. The Corin-

were fmote with Sicknefs and Death, for prophaniug the 
Lord'A Table with their own Supper, i Cor. 11.2 2, 30. David him­
felf was afraid of God, when he altered the manner o f carrying 
the Ark of God, i Chron. 13. And this Inftance made him af­
terwards give to God the Things that were God% namely, to fcrve 
him in due Order, i Chron. 15. Let the Ufe of all be, to pro­
voke us to ferve God wtth godly Fear, to ftand m awe ot his 
W o r d , to ferve him with all polfibleexadnefs, accordmg to the 
very Rules therein contained, that we may have the Commendati­
on of good and faithful Servants, as i t was in the Cafe o f Noah, 
Cen.6. 22. Thus didl<i03h, according to all that God commanded 
him, fodidhe. - j ^ r -

= He that truly fears God, will ever pre ferve a good Conference 
towards God. But this can never be, where the inner Man is not 
pure, and the Heart delighted with the Service of God. O f feme 
we read, that they profefs high, but thetr Mtnds and Conferences 
Zre defiled, T i t . i . 16. Others that fo walked before the Lord as 
to gai^ th s Reputation,that they dtd that which was right in the fight 
I f f h e Lord, bJ not with a perfect Heart 2 C^..2 5.2 Now God is he 
that perfectly knows the Heart, and fearches the Heart, and takes 
nleafurc in Uprightnefs; and he knows, and wil l make all Men 
know, that as the wilful Ncf t le f t of Duties, I mean religious D u -
ties, are an Evidence o f an evil Confcieuce •, fo the keepmg back 
nart or ferving God deceitfully, or fervmg God under a colour, 
without Confcience of the Service, are the fame, and fhall, with 
rhePerfonsfoworfhippinghim, be rejected, as thofb that do not 
ftarGbd. Fovit fimllcome to. pafs m the Vay of tlx Lordh Sacri­
fice, that he will punifi} them that fwear by the Lord, and that fmar 
by Makham ; and them that are turned back^from the Lord, and them 
that have not fought the Lord, nor enquired after him. Zcph. i . 5,5. 

4. He thkt feareth God, will not rcfifi. the Power of Princes ; yet 
wilt he do what.God commands, tho all the Princes in the World forbid 



him ; nisr wiH he do rfhat God forbids, tho all the Princes in the World 
fhould command it. 

What our Chriftian Obligations to Princes are, 1 liope to fhew, 
in handling the next Diredion in our Text. W e are here only to 
ftew, that no worldly Power can make void what God commands, 
nar make that lawful which God's W o r d forbids. The God o f 
Heaven forbids worHiipping or bowing down to Images or Idols, 
Exod.io. iV f̂i'«cfc4<^ez.z.<jr commands the contrary, i>^w. 3. 4,5. 
under pain o f fuffering the fiery Furnace. Now this was a mighty 
Prince,to whom God had given a Kingdom, and great Glory ; yet 
Shadrach and his Companions would not do his Command, but told 
him plainly, They would not ferve his Gads, nor worjhip the Golden 
Image which he had fet up. Dan. 3. 18. It has been the Unhap])i-
nefs o f Earthly Gods, to countermand the Commands of the 
God of Heaven, without which there would have been but few 
Martyrs: But the grcatncfs of their Multitude Ihews the certain­
ty of this Tru th , That God's W i l l mull be obeyed, what Trou­
bles foevcr attend us from the Princes of thi:- W o r l d for fo doing. 
Indeed I find this Dodrine owned by molt. For the Papiils thcra-
felves, upon >4&4. 19. fay thus: I f any Magiftratc command 

againfl. God, that is to fay, foi-bid Catholick Chriftian Men to 
* preach, or ferve God, this fame mufl; be their Anfvver, ( mcan-
* mg that Anfwer which Peter gave, &c. ) tho they be whipped 
' or killed for their L.abour. And Dr. Pulk. allows the Note, but 
yet would not have the Papifls to have any benefit by i t , (fo 
partial are Men, when uppermoft.) We fee then, by confent o f 
Chrillians generally, the Voice of God mull be obeyed in Things 
religious, tho the Princes of the Earth fay Nay. And to this a-
grees the holy Pfalmift, Pfal. 119. 23. Princes fate and fpaks a~ 
gainfl me \ that is, they fat on the Throne, and dereed Things 
againfl him : But thy Servaut did meditate in thy Statutes. He would 
not depart from the Ways of God, tho he was perfecuted. Pfal. 
119.161. Princes perfecuted me without a caufe, but my Heart fiandeth 
in awe of thy Word. 

But here i t may be fit to obviate an Objedion. 

I t . wil l be faid, Tho it is true, that all that fear Cod, are bound 
thus to obey God, and not Af an, in Alatters of Religion, and to fujfcr 
patiently, rather than to I'n \ yet whether in Things indifferent,, which 
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are neither cmmanMvw forbidden \ if Princes here mak^ tift of their 
Authority, Chriftians are not bound to obey aBively ? As for E»amftt.,^ 
aboift the Place of Worftiip,!kc. ^ . i r t - j j 

T o this i t may be anlwercd ; Seeing God has lorbidden no 
Place, i ! ' that were all the Bufinefs, he were a mad Man that 
woul^ not. aaually obey and confequently he is bound to obey 
Auihoiity in everv Calb that is like i t as thus : I t is a Duty , 
for a Nation, in a time of common Calamity, to liiimbk t lKtn-
fdvcs by f a l i i n - and Praycrv and doubtlels tis bell this b^, 
done at the lame dmc, and rone fo fit to order tins as the Ma-
Piflrat- • I f therefore Authority command the tenth, tweniieth,, 
or thirtieth Day of fuch a Month, for fuch a Service, I doubt 
not but he l iquid be guilty of Sin, thnt ftould in this refufe Inch-. 
Thue! meerly becauf? i t is appointed by the MagU rate's Authori-
fv And i f there be an hundred Cafes of this kind, the fame 
Anfwer muft be given in them all, for ought I fee or elfe under 
pretence of fearing God, we lhall difhonour the King, which ,s 
1 Sin of an hieh Nature. . , . 

Tho Chriftians be Subjects to Princes, yet Princes are Strbjcas,, 
to God, and in the Sphere where God has fet them can dono-
t h i n f n o?e pleafingiohln,, than to promote the Intcreft o f Rc-, 
i H o n , bydiVcountenancingProphanenelsand Ine igion, and by 
i f v i n s Encouragement to the Lovers of i t But then as they are 
S ibiefts to Chrift, they are Fellow-Servants with their Subjefts, 
r ven the Angels think not themfclvcs too high to be called fo. 
Rev \Q l o ') and therefore miift with their Subjefts be obedient 
to one Larv^'i'ver, . even Jefus, and not afliime Power to make Laws 
for the Confciences of Men in Religion, nor to force them to go 
bevond their Knowlcdg and Faith in Things o f that kind, feei„g 
what is not of Faith is Sm, and we nmft every one give an Account of 
himfelf unto God. 

< The laft Particular I lliall infift upon, as ncceftary to the 
true" Fear of God, is to avoid Covetoufnefs and Worldly-minded-
nefs Covetoufnefs is faid to be Idolatry. And he that is a co­
vetous Perfon, makes little further ufe of Religion, than to be a 
Cloak for his Iniquity ; he fears not God, he fervesnotthe Lord 
Chrift , but his own Belly ; for this he preaches, for this he prays 
and without this he wil l do neither- Thcfc are the Men that make 
Merchandize of the Word of God, fuffofmg ( as the Apoftle 
iaith ) that Gam is GodUnefs. I meet wi th a notable PalTage in 



our Eriglifh Chronicles in the fixth Century, 'tis fai t l , The Clergy 
of Britain fet all their Mind to ferve God, and not the World, the 
Heart, and not the Belly : Wherefore then were they had in great Re' 
verence and Honour. But as they encreafed in earthly Treafure, f t 
thsy decreafedin heavenly Treafure. Fab. Chron. 5 part. cap. 134. 
Let all that fear God, beware of this evil Difeafe, efpccially fuch 

• as are Minilters of Chrilb A'* Man can ferve two Maflcrs ye 
Cannot fervt Ged md Mammon, iaXth aviV Savioar, Mat. 6. 24, 

Thus much of the Fear o f God ; let us now confider the Debt 
•which we owe to our King. 

Jipouour t l je Mw^. . , 

Al tho by the Order o f our Text, we are to fpeak ofthis weigh-
;ty Subjc£t in the laft place, yet i t is not the leaft part of our D u . 
•ty : For as the ancient Chrillians were wont to fpeak, fo i t re­
mains an eternal Tru th , That as God is above the Emperor, fe none 
other is above the Emperor hut God. And confequently our Duty, 
'next to Almighty God, is to our Prince ; as we fee here in our 
Text, the Honour o f the King is provided for, next to the Fear 
of God. W e have already fliewed, in the opening of the Words, 
that the King here meant, or immediately fpoken of, was an Hea­
then King, and a great Idolater in his Religion ; and yet the Holy-
Gholl does here oblige all Chriftians, even of the highcft Rank, to 
honour fuch Kings, Peter himfelf, and confequently all his Succef-
fors not excepted •, for indeed he had learned this Obedience o f 
one higher than himfelf, even Jefus Chrift, and therefore muft 
needs recommend the fame to all Chriftians. And hence the 
Dodtrine is, 

D o d . I V . Jill Chrijiians tire bound by Gofpel-Rules to be good 
jeEh to Princes, to honour their Perjons, and ccmfciencioujly to 
obey their Authority. 

. I . T o evince this great T r u t h , i t may be needful to Ihew, That 
Kingly Power or Government is of God. Not in the Scnce (prophane-
I j objected by fome Writers ) wherein Plagues, Difcafes, and 
Punilhments are of God ; for the Apoftlc Paul doth exprelly con-
t rad id fuch an ungodly Expofition, Rom. 15. i ,&c. wherein he 
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avers, even of the fame Kingly Power fpoken of by Peter, Than 
it vooi ordained of God\ that the Magillrate was God*s Aiimjler to 
the Chriftian Man, (as well as any other) for Good, to execute 
Wrath upon him that does EvU. Which W o r d , Minifier, refers 
evidently to him that bears the Sword of Juflicc, and not to the 
Power only, which yet he affirms to bo of God, and confirms i t 
by this Argument, For there is no Power but of God; the Powcrsihat 
be, are ordained of God. And this is the only comfortable Ground 
of Obedience to the higher Powers, to be well fatisfitd in this 
that whether i t (Al out our Obedience lliall be adive or pallivc,yet 
therein we confoi m our fclves to the W i l l of God, or to his Oi-* 
din.iuce ; And he that jhallreffi the Power, does refifi the Ordinance. 
of God. 

2. That Kingly Government is of God as clearly, i f not more 
clearly than any other Form of Government, is very plain from 
the Text i t felf, confidercd with the Context, verf. 13,14. Sub' 
mit your felves to every Ordinance of Man for the hordes fake, whe^ 
ther it be to the King as fitpreme, or unto Governours, as untp them 

: that are fcnt by him,, Where Supremacy over all Perfons in 
ThingsGivil, is fo clearly given to the King by God himfelf, even 
over Governours, as well as the People governed, that i t muft in 
no wife be denied. 

3. I f i t be objeaed, that tho the Power Magiftratical be o l 
God, yet the Form or Mode of i t is of Man, becaufe (according 
tothe.Greek) iPet.2:. 13. maybe read thus. Submit your fehis 
to every humane Creature. To this I fay ; The Words, Humana. 
Creature, are better underftood. of the Laws made by Humane 
A-uthority, than of the Magiftrates thcmfelves: For as the moft. 
high God, and he only, can give Being and Power to a Divine 
Law, infomuch that no Power on Earth can create foch a Law ^ 
ff) Earthly Gods, and none but they, can create and give Power 
to an humane Law ; and Laws thus made, are rightly called Hu^ 
mane Creatures, or Ordinances .of Men, ( as our Engli/h exprelfes 
i t ) hnd when Laws are thus made, tho they ftiould happen to 
be il l Laws, ( as i t fometimes happens to be fo ) yet they muft be 
obeyed, ( either adively or paffitely ) becaufe the Power Magi-
ftraticalmuftnotbe refiftcd ; only the Error o f an ill Law muft 
be rcfufed by all faithful Men, cfpecially in Matters of Religion^ 
as, we have lliewed before.. 

4t This., 



4. This great Power wjhich God hath given to Kings and Ru­
lers of the Earth, to make Laws, is (as I conceive) the chief 
eaufe why they are called Gods, Pfal. 82.6. / have faid ye are 
Gods, and all of yoH are Children of the mofi High : That is, becaufe 
of that refemblance which they have to God himfelf, being decked 
with Power and Majefty,to make and execute Laws ( in this lower 
W o r l d ) which concern the Children of Men as fuch. 

5- And as to the Formof Kingly Government(for this is all that 
I can find in my T e x t ) : Let us hear whatGod himfelf faith. By 
me Kings reign, and Princes decree Jiift/ce ; by me Princes ride, and^ 
Nobles, even all the Judges of the Earth. What can be faid more in 
this cafe? Ifany fliallfay, 'tis not God, but Wifdom that fpeaks • 
thefe Words, Prov. 8. 15, 16. 1 anfwer, i t is Folly that makes 
the Objedion, for this Wifdom is the Voice of God, becaufe ztis: 
t he Wifdom of God. Kings are called the Lords Anointed. And 
not only the Kings of Jfrael, but even Heathen Kings alfo. / A 4 5 -
t . Thus faith the Lord to his Anointed, even to Ciriis. Hovf Cirns-
was King of Per/ia, Ez.r.a: 

<5. I f yet i t be faid, that Government, but not the Form of 
Government, is of God, but of human Choice, &c. I anfwer,, 
i fpeak not of a Government to be formed, and not yet in being; 
but of one eftabliftcd: and therefore, 1 fay, the dill indion is dan­
gerous. But how (hall i t be a Poweror Government without its 
Form ? Does God make an,Ordinance or any tiling clfe without 
Form '{ I f fo, what can you call i t ? It is the Form that gives eve.' 
ry thing to be, or at Icaft to be called what i t is. It's bad. ventu- • 
ring to fay, that God makes an Ordinance, and leaves Man to .' 
form i t , as to the Ellentials o f i t . And feeing no> Nation catt; 
long endure, without Government, nor that Governrr.ent fublift 
without Form. I t fecms neceifary that both be acknowledged to 
be of God ; and confequently, where the Form of Government 
is Regal or Kingly, i t is of God, and as fuch to be had in Ho--
nour. 

That God does by his Providence order and permit Men to , 
t ranfad, order, and fettle the Mode of Government, in Nations 
which yet arc unfetled in that refped, does not prove that the 
Form or Settlement when madfe is not of God, or not to be eflecm--
cd f b ; bqcaufe in fuch an emergency, the Voice of the People,, 
together with God's Providence, muft herein be acknowledged 
the Voice of God. For thus in an ordinary way is that Saying true,., 



'5 'o t u l o p a l 15aptift. 
£y me Kings nlgn, and Princes decree JujUee. By me Princes rule, 
andNbbles, even all the Judges of the Earth. I t was the moifc high 
God which gave iVfkcWwsLJL^ir a Kingdom* Majefty, Glory and 
Honoxir, Dan. 5,18. who then may queftion his Regal Power to be 
of God ? It's i l l murmuring, worfe difputing, worft of all to fight 
againft God. Surely, i f Nebuchadnezj!:.ar muft have this Honour 
given to him as King, even h'i D'tfiel that Servant of Godjbecaufe 
by the Almighty he was thus exalted,; altho otherwife he wa? a.fin-
f f l l Man, a great Idolater 5 i t muft needs refolve alldeubts that 
may arife, aboutthewarrantablenefsof Kingly Government, and 
all Chriftians Obedience to i t , with rcfpccl to all Kings under 
whom they live, whatfoever. 

I f i t be objcded, that fome may ufutp Kingly Government, and 
Tome that have it may abufeit. 

I anfwer Tho this be true, yet i t is nothing to the purpofe ; 
for this is incident to all other Forms of Government. And when 

• God permits fuch things, i t s ufually for the Sins o f the People, as 
i t is written. For theTranfgrefjlonsof a Land, many are the Princes 
thereof Prov. 28. 2. He gave them a King in his Wrath : But this 
was becaufe /frael had rejcfted God, and his Prophet 5^w«f/. 
Otherwifc God had promifed to give his People a King, Numb.z^, 
2t. Yea,thc Government of /Wc/ejhimfclf was after a for t a Regal 
or kingly Government, 1^^ .33 .4 ,5 . I f then i t fo fall out, that 
Kings or other Rulers do opprefs their Subjects, I know no remedy 
for the Subjed but Prayers and Tears, that God would turn their 
own Hearts more to his Fear, and the Heart o f their Prince to­
wards them •, (For the Hearts of Kings are tn hu Hands:) And with 
patient Suffering, and humble Supplication, to feek for Favour 
For Rebellion muft by no means be admitted, For it is as the Sin of 
Witchcraft ; being againft God, as well as againft the King, be­
caufe i t is againft the Ordinance of God. And hence Tertullian 
well faid, the Chriftian knows that the Emperor tS conftituted of Cod, 
And faith the Prophet, / have delivered all thefe Countries imo the 
Hands of Ncbuchadnez.z.ar: Who then may take them out o f his 
Hand? Sure none but God, who fets up one, and puts down aro 

'ther, as pleafes him. For he that gives can only rightfully take a" 
way, and he doth fo when Men abufe what he gives. Mene,Mene 
Tekel ZJpharJin, Cod hath numbred thy Kingd»m,andfiniftjed it, ^„ j 
giiven it to the Medes and Perftans, Dan. 5.. 25,;26i 

I f 



I f i t be objcdcd from that Pallagc, Thty have fet nf Kings^ (ind: 
}ietly me\ tliat Kingly Govermuent is of Man, not o f God-

I anfwer •, This ratherproves the contrary,, for here a difordcr 
only is reproved in the way of doing that, which they could not 
do rightly but by him, that is, God. They fo fet up a King, as 
they rejected God^that he jltDHld not reign over them, 1 Sam. 8.7. Hence 
i t was that Samuel gave them that Reproof and Exhortation, 
I,Sam. 12. 20. Te have done all this Wickednefs, yet turn not afidefrom 

following the Lord, hut ferve the Lord with all your Heart; But God' 
did not deny them a King : No, but he had given them diredtion 
how to chufe them a King, Deut. 17.14, 15, 16. And moil cer­
tain i t is, that of all Civil Governments which God hnth fet up m 
the Wor ld , Kingly Government is the molt frequent, and perma­
nent, fo far as the Scripture gives any account ofthis Matter: And 
indeed i t holds the nearefl; refemblance to that Government which 
God himfelf cxercifcs over the Wor ld in general j For he is King 
of Kings, and his Kingdom ruleth over all. 

Let us then .come more diredtly to the:TextJ, Hononir the^^ 
King. And, 

' . . I O f the Honour which we owe to his Royal Perfon. m mufl ' 
ejfecm tt very highly, and behave our felves towards him with that 
Fear and Reverence which belongs to him, as placed next unto 
God. • My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King, PrOV- 24. 21. Give-
unto Caifxr the things which.are Cifar'^S, and to God the things which • 
areGod-'s. So the Text , Fear God, Honour t he King. We fee the 
King holdeth the next place of Honour unto God. Hence Tcrtul-
lian, perfonating the Chrillians o f his time, fays, We honour the 
Emperour as a Man next unto God. And faith Optatm, , Above the 
•Emperour there is none but God, who made the Emperour. I f we wi l l 
honour the King's Perfon, or elleem him highly, wc mull not on­
ly upon all fi t occafions, give him (with Reverence^ his Place and 
Titles of Honour-, but alfo defend his Perfon with the hazard of 
our own, as thofe did who would not fuffer King David to ha­
zard himfelf, faying, Thou art worth ten thoufand of us. Let us hate 
to think or fpeak evil of cnnteraptuouQy of him whom God hath 
exalted, and fet over us,. ' ' ' . 
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3 2 c i j e u m 'Bap t i f t . 
W e find a remarkable Inlfancc of true Love and Loyalty to a 

Printe, iSm-i-^. 19, 20, 21. Here tho Jnai was willed .by the 
King, no t to puthimfelf in danger for him, yet he anfwersthus, 
^sthe Lordluvcth, and as my Lord the Ktng Uveth, furely in what 
place my Lordthe Kingfiall be, whether in Death, or in Life., even there 
alfo will thy Servant be. This poor exiled Strangci' (for fuch he was) 

. lhall rife up in Judgment againft many native Subjeds, who have 
done quite contrary hereunto even in our days. 

2. We muft Honour him in Love. Sincere Love, and Loyal Affc-
d ion, asheisKingT can in no wife bc wanting in a good Subjed:: 
Nor can we honour tlie King heartily, i f we do not love him en­
tirely. Now he that truly loves his Prince, has him much i n his 
ferious Thoughts, cfpecially when he prays to the God of Heaven: 
He will not then forgot him whom he truly Loves, whom he ho-
noin-s in Love. I f he love him,he will pray for him ; perhaps that 
is all the good he can-do his Prince; and in this a mean Subjed 
may ferve his King, as.much as any, fo that his Prayer be Serious 
and Godly. I t is highly obfervable, how the duty of making 
•Prayer for all Men, and pavtiailarly for Kings and Rulers, with 
Supplication, Interceffion, and giving of Thanks, is required o f 
Chriftians; efpecially of thofc in theMiniftry : That by the M i -
niftersconftant and devout performance of this Duty m behalf o f 
all that are in Authority, the Hearts of the People may be more 
endeared towards their Prince, and themfclves hereby inftruded 
toperform their Duty, and manifcft their Love to their Gover­
nours iu like manner, i Tim. 2. 1,2. And to enforce the Exhor­
tation to this Duty, the Apoftlc tells us, that i t is good and ac­
ceptable in the fight of God our Saviour, verf 3. 

- 3. The next Dcmonftration of honouring the King, flial] be 
taken from the manner o f our Language, and the matter of our 
Difcourfe when concerned to fpeak of him, or o f his Doings. 
In thefe we muft hate the thoughts of Scurrility, or rcfieding Ex-
preflions;, for the Tongue is the Index of the Mind, and we are 
exprelly forbidden to cnrfe or fpeak evil o f the King, even in our 
Bed-Cliamber; for tliefc things arc fo odious, that Providence 
will fight againft fuch as do fo, and the Iniquity o f fuch doings 
will return upon the Oflenders : For a Bird in the Air jl,all carry 
the News, and that which hath Wings ftjalL tell the Tidings, Ecclcf 

I o. 20. Are they not marked out in Scripture for the worft fort 
vof Men, that are not afraid to fpeak ^vil of Dignities ? More daring 

and 



and preflimptudus than Angels, who are great in Authoritjr, and 
may lawfully do more than Men, yet they dare not brmg a railing 
Accufation againft the Devil, who is the Prince of Darknefs 5 but 
they refer the wrong done to them unto God, who both can and 
will rebuke him. But why may not the good Angels rebuke Sa­
tan ? Why they know (as wicked as he is) he could do iiothing 
about the Body of ^ c ' M nor any thing elfe, without Licenle 
from the Almighty : He mull indeed be withftood in his Temp­
tations, but he mull not be ra i fd on i t fecms. And then what man­
ner of Men are they that will take Liberty to ra.I on their Prin­
ces, i f they do not what they would have them ? Nay, thotlicy 
Ihould do Evi l , yet mull they in no wife be evil fpoken o f Uou 
fialt not revile the Gods, nor fpeak.evil of the Ruler of my People, Exod. 
22. 28. Adls 23- 5. 

Objeft. But have not the Prophets reproved Kings when they did 

J anfwer. Yea; God reproved them by his Prophets frequently. 
And no doubt that Men of God, fuch as have Commiaion from 
him, may and ought to deal faithfolly with Kings f " d Rulers, 
when they dothatwhicn is Evil in the fight ot the Lord. _ But 
this is that which is intolerable, that the Errors or Infirmities of 
PHnces niould be made the Subjeft of Mens pifcourfe : Surely they 
are rather to be lamented before the Lord in fecrct./. n meet to fay 
to a King Thou art wicked? and to Princes, Te are ungodly ? Job 34-18. 
The true Sence of thefe Interrogatives is. No. It is by no means 
thus to reflea upon a King. St. Paul having fpoken rafiily, AEls 
23 %. corredsandcxcufeshimfclf, bf fifing, I wifi mt Brethren, 
that he WM God's PJigh Priefi.: For it is written. Thou Jlialt not fpeal^ 
Evil of the Ruler of my People. Let Chriftians beware o f .this evil 
Difeafc which reigns in thefe days. Let them remember, / hey are 
bound by Gofpel-Rules to Honour the King, next to God himfelf 

Thus much of the Honour which we owe to the King's Pcrfon. 

Let us now confldcr, how wc arc obliged by Gofpcl-Rules to 
obey his Authority. And here, ^ , . , , , . 

I . Let the Subjed confider how much God has fct him below his 
Prince, for Obedience fcldom illues from a lofty Mind. It's not 
impolTible for a Subjeft, in conceit, to be a Prince's Mate, and 
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34- € | ) e Lcpa l a W ' t f t * 
then Subjcdion is Death to hini- That Paffage concerning Afe~ 
phiholheth, theSon of Jonathan, 2 S^^«. 9-8-. was written for our 
Learning. When he confidered the Majefty of King Davtd, and 
his own Condition as a Subjeft ^ f^'*^ t^ thy Servant 
he )that thou (Iwuldfi lookjmn fuch a dead Dog as lam ? Such felf-aba-
lingThoughtsinaSubjcd (efpecially thole of low degree) does 
argue an Heart full of defires to honour himwhom God hasexalted 
ashis King, and a Mind willing to obey him. Let Chnftians learn 

' " ^ ' I ' o ^ i r S v b u r hath led us the right way: Give unto C.f.r 
the things which are C.far^s. But what things are they ? \^hy the 
Things which bear his Image ^nd Superfcripnon Whojc Image^^^^^^^ 
LcrLption uthtsM^ Chrift ? They fay, C<.r's_. Thcrefore^i^ith 
Chrift , Give unto C.far, &c. We may hence fairly mfer, that 
wha foever bears the King's Authority, or is reciuired m his nanie, 
ffluft be obeyed. Submit your felves to every Ordinance of Man for 

; r t h e ; t e t t ^ a ^ Z t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - f - t t h l : 

- the ordinances of Man. 4 n e Supericripuon 3-̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ ^ j ^ ^ ^ , 

' ' ? m G o d the tMngs which a God's, Divine Obedience, or 
S dicnc ?n 'a dwJne things,to God • Civil Obedience, or Obe- . 
Oocdicncei ai ^ . - Y ^ , , ^ ^ has our Saviour divided 
fh^muter o f i t ft ans'Cand all Mens) Obedience to God, and 
t5 C^I/S Let us hold to this moft juft Settlement,a better cannot 

'st pS / 'wi i l have Chriftians Subjeaion to C^ar to proceed 
^ from them of pure Confciencc, or fyvConfcieme fake, Rom. 13 / 

nZ'^^ratL And of this Reafon wills that we give all the Af -
nVr mce that we can to Princes, that we are heartily their Subjcds • 
And willingly obedient in all things which concerns their Govern­
ment o t f u I This Principle of Obedience m the Heart, will 
make our Obedience to Princes delightful and durable •, they Uiat 

avc this j^ood Principle in them, will never be weary o f any rea-
fonable Labour, Service,, or Hazard for their King : where i t is 
wanting.the King can put na confidence in them. This is fo rea-
fonable; fo ncceflary, that he.that hath not fuch an Heart for his 
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iSovcreign, if? unworthy the nsme of a Subjed : He is no Subjcd' 
From this Principle, we arc to pay tribute alfo, Rom. 13. 6, 7- and 
not grudgingly. And when Pi inccs fee Men ready, in conlcicncc 
of their Duty, to fervc them as God's Vicegerents; how naturally 
wi l l this draw back again the influence o f all Prmcely Favours ? 
That Prince who is thus happy in the Obedience of his Subjeds, 
will doubtlefs,as a Loving Father, contrive the bell; to make his 
Subjeds happy under his Government. j . c 73 ; 

4. How clearly is our Duty to our Superiors delivered by btJ aui 
T i t . 3. I , e/r. Put them in mind to be fubjeEh to Principalities and 
Powers, to obey Magiftrates, to be ready to every good worl^. Let the 
Power be in this or the other Form (for all Nations have not the 
fame Form of Government) you muft notdilpute that, you rauft 
chearfully obey,as becomes Menof a ready Mmd, to do the good 
commanded by Magiltrates; you muft not ask.whether they be 
Heathen Kings, or Chriftian Kings : You muft obey ain^ings o, 
Magiftrates, For they are God's Miniflers,attending on ^^'^-^^f^f.^ 
i.e. the Government of the Wor ld : a very ncccffary thuig,with-
out which human Society cannot fublift. Here is Linnta ion 
of time for your Subjedion to Princes, Powers, and Magiftrates^^ 
you are undJr this Obligation fo long as St. PanPs Epiftle to rum 
is Canonical. Let not then any idle P':^^'^P;,tl'5,^'^^"f f 
nenfations fubvert you from the fimi^licity of the Gofpel-Rules de-
Eve ed in this great Cafe,in which the Happinefs of Chriftian Men 
as fuch,is much concerned : For, whojludl harm them if they be careful 
Followers of that which is good? i Pet.s-tS- But i f i t fo fall out,that 
notwithftanding your care in this matter, ye muft M f f Pj. ^^g^^f 
mfnefsfake, then happy are ye, &c. for ftill religious Obedience is 
due to God, and muft be paid to him. 
• \ This i lace , Tit. 3. 1. commands Chriftians to be ready to 
every oood work. Oh], What i f the Powers command otherwife .? what 
then ?" For anfwer to this, we know we have an Obligation to 
obey God antecedent to that of our Obedience to Kings (as has 
been fliewed.) He commands us to abftain from every appearance 
of Evi l , I 5.22. Wherefore i f thc Power fliall be fo unhappy 
to command othcrwife, as i t fell out in the cafe of Nebuchadne^z.ar, 
Dan. K. there the Penalty muft be pat'ently endured- And then 
the Powers are ftill obeyed. And tho fomc vainly upbraid us, tliat 
there either is no fuch thing as Paflive Obedience or that our O-
bedicnce in this is like the Obedience of a Felon, when he goes to 
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3^ C l j e l o p a l " B a p m 
the Gallows, d-c. Such blind may be plea fed to know the 
Felon hath ordinarily nothing to chufc, butmuft neccirariiy dye-
whereas the fulFering Chriilian has Life and Liberty oifered i f h" 
wil l but worfiiip lb, or fo. Now here he chufes rather to fuller^ 
than to do that which he conceives (at JcaftJ) to be fin in the figh? 
o f God, that fo he may be a faithful Witnefs for God • a H 
therein a Blefliug to his Prince and to his Nation, which is his on) 
way to filence the Ignorance of foolifli Men ; whofe unwarv OK 
jedions reflcd not only upon all true Martyrs fince the World h 
gan, but upon Chri i l himfelf, who for this caufe was hated a ??" 
perfccuted, bccnuCc He bore witnefs to rhe Truth, Joh i S ?7 
that the JVorks of the Worldwere Evil, John 7. 7. ' ' 3 /• and 

6. But if it flwnld happen that Princes fiould fomc wav intrf L 
the CivU Rights of their SuhjcUs? What then nu,(l rve do? W ] I 
Why i t is dangerous to contend with them "m ftch cafes'̂ "" ^ 
taught othcrwife by the Example of our Saviour in h;« 
toSt. P.r.r in the cafe of paying Tribute to the Roman M.' ' ' - ' ' 
flrates, Mat. 17. 25,26, 27. For i t i s evident f r o m S 
that our Saviour was not obliged by Law to pay Cufton T-*" 
butc, but was free in that cafe ; yet i t being demandeH 1 , 
fes P^^^rtopayit, both for himfelf; and his Mailer- q 
was he to avoid O/Fences, that he will pay Tribute and ^^,^^f^^ 
his Followers to do i t too, tho ic be in their own wrons^ ^dvjfcs 
precedent to all Chrinians to be humble, and not to conr i 
Authority in or about indiffbrcnt things: Would ^T"^ 
would conlider i t . ^^"um God they 

7. But i t may here be demanded, Whether Prince-^ m 
warrantably punifli fuch as fubmit not to the ReJipio 
effablifted, f rom the Example o f King Art.'verves v '̂̂ '̂ '̂  
Whofocver will not do the Law of thy God, and the Law of II' 1^ 
let Judgment be executed fpecdily upon him, whether it be r f ' " ' ^ ' 
or to BaniJhmcnt, or to Corfjlation of Goods,, or to LnprifoZ^lSl'''^'^ 

I confefs, this Objcdion requires a ftrious Anfwer. • . 
f^ibmifiion to better Judgments, I fiiall Ihy a few Thinp. t . "^""^ 
to It, And It fecms by the Scope and Context .r i f 
million given to £z.ra by Artaxerxes, that rhofo T-I • 
evident: ' •'^^^ Things ara 

I : That the King did not himfelf embrace the Reli^inn c , 
Jewifli Nation, but retamed f l i l j his former Reli^fnn " 
did, fear the God of Ifrael,^ yet he never calls Imn l ^ i / cod^^ 
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the God of Heaven, and the God of £&r^, 8cc-
h- ^'r IT ^^^^ ^ fpecial Providence, and Motion from 
mmlelt, difpofed the Heart of the King of Per/ia, to give free 
L iberty to the Jews, which were Captives in his Dominions, to go 
f L ^^rve their God ; verf 13, I make a Decree, that all they 

of the People of Ifrael, and of his Priefis and Levites in my Realm, 
mnch are minded of their own free Will to go up to Jerufalem, to go 
VPtth thee, . to do whatfoever (hall feem lood to them, after the 
Will of your Cod. i J •> J 

3- The King does not only give a prefent Supply to Ezxa, as 
^ tree-Will-Offering to the God of ffracl, verf r 5. but alfo pro­
vides for his neceflary Supply for the future, out of the Kinfs Trea-

Jury., verf 20. 
4- The King fearing the Difplcafure of the God of Ifrael a-

gamll himfelf and his Sons, does require Kz.ra, that whatfoevcr 
was rei^Htred by the God of Heaven jhould be diligently done. 

5. The King alfo empowers Ezxa to fet Magistrates and Judges 
over the People, and'in fo doing, gave Ezra a Magiftratical Power, 
or made him a Magiilrate •, and fo gives Order, that whofoever 
would not be obedient to him fliould be punillicd, verf 25, id". 
This is the Sum of the Coramiflion given to Ezj-a by the Kiiig of 

• Per fa. 
In afl which, nothing appears, that any o f his Subjcdls fliould' 

be compelled to alter their Religion, nor be forced to be all of or,c 
Religion : But a free Liberty is given to the Jews, ( as well as to. 
otiicrs ) to fcrve their God according to his Law, and a Reltraint 
laid upon them that would hinder them. And Ez..ra is empowered, 
(indeed ) to punifli thofe that were under the Law oi Mofes, ac­
cording to that Law, i f they would not do i t ; and fuch as with­
ftood his Authority, as a Magiftrate, which he received from the 
King, were to be punilhcd by the Law of the King of Perfa, who 
had the Power of Life and Death in his hand, which the Jewifli 
Nation had not at this lime. 

We may learn hence, that i t is indeed a blefled Thing for 
all Kings to fear the God of Heaven, and to advance the Intereft 
or Religion in their Dominions; and it is as evident, that Religion. 
mult always be fetled according to the Law of God, with the-
g;eateft Care that may be, and nonepuniflied for keeping the Law' 
o t o o d ; but for breaking the Law of God, and the Law of th& 
'^•ing, which did concur with the Law of God. Here, were great 
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A ^r^r^ ^rct not to be infixed on too rafhiy, in 

Punifhments anigned i f " ^ / ^ ^ j 5 , f „ ^ ' e i y Evangelical, or of the 
the Times of the GofpeMo-^ ^^^^^^^^ p,f„eiplas of com-
Chriftian Religion, l l ^ l ^ m ^ ^^^J^ 
mon Reafpn and Mora l i ty^ l y h ^ ^ .^^ 
ihould be in the Pe^f'^ makes Ghriftians. Ephef. 

^^r u uZ rnyh\thhcfore ordmtcd, that m Imdd walk m them. 
Works, whtch ^ ' ' ' ^ ^ ^ ' ' ^ . f X ^ ^ i W c s o f his Children, until they be And God gives none d̂ ^̂ ^ 

''Bl?^)':r7^^^^ H/.y/ . / Man, h.t of Cod. John 

Nor muft we deny, but acknowledg, ^^^t God's Vicegerents 
are authorized by the Almighty to be Keepers of bo.h Tables, fo 
a to defend h i . sovereignty, ar,d to encourage true Religion, a-
fninltAtheiftsand Idolaters, that worfhip a Creature inltead of 
fhe Creator ; for fo i t is written. Job 3^.26^ ^7, 28. / / / beheld 
the Sm when it fnncd, or the Moon walking tn Bnghtnefs, and my 
Heart hath been fccretly enticed, or my Mouth hath kfed my Hand; 
this alfo were an Iniquity to be punijlicdby the judge, for I jhould have 
denied God that is above. 

Now let us write ( or defire the Lord to write ) the Words of 
our Text in our Hearts ; Honour all Men ; Love the Brotherhood • 
Fear God; Honour the King. Surely that Chriflian, that fiiall make 
i t his Bufinefs to do thefc things heartily, pall be acceptable to God 
and approved of Men; there fhall benooccafion of flumbling in him. 
But i f Chriflians be too bufy to iufpcft Matters o f State, or to 
meddle with thofc that contrive or projcd any thing to the d i -
jcurbancc and fubvcrfion of the Government in the Kingdoms 
where they live, they lliall never be able to recommend their Re­
ligion (be i tnevc r fogood in i t f c l f ) to the acceptance of their 
Governors, nor to obtain from them to be Nurfmg-Fathers to i t -
but fliall certainly expofe themfelves to the Difpleafure of G o d ' 
as well as to the Wra th o f Princes. And God himfelf will vindi! 
catc the flonour of his Ordinance of World ly Government a-
gainft all that defpife i t , as well as againft all that abufe their 

: Power in it", for there is no Re fpcB of Perfons with God. IVom 
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Let me therefore exhort yon, my Brethren, (as you know i t 

has been ray manner thefe thirty Years ) to follow Peace with all 
Men, and Holinefs ; to ftudy to be quiet, and efpeciaily in trouble-
fom Times •, to fear the Lord and the King, and meddle not with 
them that are given to change, Prov. 24. 21. Many liave undone 
thcmfelves by itching after Changes in World ly Government. 
God only knows what is beft for you, and for the Nation. They 
that arc weary of this, are foon weary of that •, few know what 
they would have ; and who is able to devifc any thing that wil l 
pleafe all Humoi-s, and fuit all Interefts ? Kiefs God for your-
Prince, and for the Peace you have enjoyed under him, and pray 
for him, and for all that are in Authority, that under them ( i f 
the W i l l of God be fo ) you may lead quiet and peaceable Lives 
in all Godlinefs and HOnelly. They that will not pray for all that 
are in Authority, do not fear God, for they contemn his W o r d , 
I Tim. 2. I . They do not love, and fo they cannot honour the 

King' ^ . r ^ r- • 
You are at prcfcnt under SufTcrings, for the confciencious per­

formance of what you believe to be your Duty towards God m 
Matters of Religion \ humble your felvcs under the mighty Hand 
of God, and fuller patiently what Trials i t lhall pleafc God to 
exercife you under, that (as our Apollle hath i t , i Pet. i . 7. ) 
the Trial of your Faith king much more frccipm than that of Gold that 
ferijlicth, tho it be tried with Fire, might be found unto Praife, and Ho­
nour, and Glory, at the (Appearing of Jefui Chrifi. 1 fay no more •,, 
the Lord dired you. A M E N. 

NO W i f i t fliall p l e a f e G o d , t o b r i n g th is 

f a i t h f u l ( t h o i i n p o l i f l i e d ) D i f c o u r f e t o h is 

M a j e f t i e s R o y a l H a n d , I d o h e r e b y i n a l l 

H u m i l i t y p r o f t r a t e m y f e l f at his R o y a l Feet , w i t h 

this h u m b l e S u p p l i c a t i o n . 

That It would gracioufly pleafe his Majejly^ according 
to his wonted (joodnefs, and Princely C lemency^ to confider 
and j}ity the difireffed condition of many of his faithful Sub' 

jeflsy, 
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M s , who dtffentfrom the Church of E n g l a n d in the cafe 
of lnfant-^aptifm, andjome other Ceremonies, .and cannot 
in hnfcience to god conform to them j nor deny the exer-
cifeof their Xeli^ion, of which they are conymced, andl^er^ 
fuaded to he according to the Will of God. 

0 let our Lord the Kins conflder, that m i s the greats 
-eft ftrait that any homfl Chrijttan can be put upon, either 

to deny what he helieyesto he^ue, or profefs that to be 
true, which he behyes to he other wife. 

- 0 let the God of Bcayenhe always his Majeflies Qnef 
Counfelhur; That by his direBion he may rightly dtjhnguijh 
htiveen thofe that are harmlefs in his %ealm, and fuch as 
haye ahufed his l^ndneffes (which haye been yery great, 
and thankfully to be remembred) and that the prejent Se­
verities againfl the Innocent may be abated and remoyed, 
left they be made miferahle in their Hatiye Countrey, 

F I N I S . 




