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C H A P . I I . 

Of the Formal Caufe of a Particular Church. 

H E way or means whereby fuch perfbns as are dcfcribed 
i n the foregoing Chapter^ may become a Church , or 
enter in to a Church-State, is by mutual confederation, 

or fb lemn Agreement for the performance o f a l l t l ic Duties 
w h i c h the L o r d C h r i f t hath prefcribed unco liis Difciples i n fuch 
Churches, and i n order to the exercilc o f the power w h e r e w i t h 
they are in t ruded , according unto the Ru le o f the W o r d . 

F O R the m o f t part , the Churches that are i n the W o r l d at 
preient, k n o w not horv they came fo to be, cont inuing only i n 
that ftate w h i c h they have received by T r a d i t i o n f r o m their 
Fathers. F e w there are, w h o t h i n k that any J6i or Duty of 
their own, is required to enftate them i n Church Order and Re­
la t ion . A n d i t is acknowledged, thai there is a difference be­
tween the continuation o f a Church , and i t s / r / EreBion.^ Ye t , 
that that continuation may be regular, i t is required that its firft 
Congregat ing ( f o r the Church is a Congregat ion) was fo ; as 
alfo, that the force and eificacy o f i t be ttill continued. Where­
fore, thecaufesof that f r f i gatheriftg, mufl : be .enquired in to . 

T H E Churches mentioned i n the N e w Te/ lament , planted 
or gathered by the Apoftles, were Particular Churches, as hath 
been proved. Thefe Churches d id conf i f t each o f them o f 
many Member^, w h o wevefo Members o f one o f them,j::as that 
they were net Members o f another. T h e Saints of the Church of 
Corinth, were not Members o f the Church at Philippi. A n d the 
E n q u i r y is. H o w thofe Believers i n one place' and the other 
became to be a Church , and that d i f t i n a f r o m al l others ? T h e 
Scripture aiErms i n general, that they gave up thewfehes unto the 
Lord and unto the Apoflks, w h o guided them i n thefe Aifa i r s , 
by the will of God, 2 Cor . 8. 5-. and that other Believers jvere 
added unto the Church, A f t . 2. 

T H A T i t is the W i l l and Command o f our L o r d Jefiis Chr i f l - , 
that al l his Difciples fliould be joined i n fuch Societies, for the 
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Duties and Ends o f them prelcribed and l i m i t e d by h i m f e l f , 
ha th been proved fufBcien t ly before. A l l that are Difcipkd by 
theWord^ are to be taught-, to. do andebftr-vt dlhu Commands^ 
Math. 28. 20. 

T H I S could originally be no o therwife done,but by their o w n -
dEtaal, exprefsy •voluntary confent. The re are f l i n d r y things 
w h i c h concurr as remote caufes, or prerequijite conditions un to 
this c o n j u n d i o n o f Believers i n a Particular Churchy and w i t h ­
out w l i i c h i t cannot be. Such are Baptifm, ProfeJJIon of the 
Chrifiian Faith, convtnimt Cohabitation , r e fb r t ing to the 
Preaching of the Word i n the fame place. But neither any o f 
theie d i l H n ^ t l y or feparately, nor al l o f them i n Conjunction^ 
are or can ho-thQconflitutive Foratoi Particular Church. For 
i t is evident that they may al l be, and yet no luch Church State 
enfue. T h e y cannot altogether engage unto thofe Duties, nor 
communicate thofe Powers, w h i c h appertain unto this State. 

W E R E there no other Order i n Particular Churches, no other 
Difcifline to be exerciied i n them, nor Rule over them, no 
other Dutit'Sy no other Ends aff igned unto them, but w h a t arc 
generally owned and pra£l:i{ed i n Parochial JIfemblies, the 
Preaching o f the W o r d w i t h i n fuch a p r e c i n d o f Cohabi ta t ion, 
determined by C i v i l A u t h o r i t y , m i g h t conf t i tu te a C h u r c h . 
Bu t i f a Church be fuch a Society a? is intrufedia i t l e l f w i t h 
fundry Poivers and Privileges depending on ftmdry Duties pre 
fcribed unto i t , i f i t conf t i tu te neiv Relations between Perlbns, 
that neither naturally nor mora l ly \vere before ib related, as 
Marr iage do th between Husband and W i f e ; i f i t require n e w 
mutual Duties., and give new mutual Rights among themlclves, 
not required o f them either as unto their matter, or as un to 
their manner before ; i t is va in to imagine that this State can 
arile f r o m , o r have any other Formal Catfe, but the jo in t confent 
and v i r t ua l confederation o f thofe concerned, unto thefe ends : 
For there is none o f them can have any other Foundation ; they 
arc all o f them refolved in to the mils of Men, b r i n g i n g 
themlelves under an obl igat ion un to them by theii- vo 
lun ta ry conlcnt . I fay unto the Wills of Men, as their 
Formal Cauft j the fuprcme eff icient caule o f t hem all be 
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T H U S i t is i n all Societies, i n all Relations t i ia t are not 
meerly natural, ( f u c h as between Parents and Chi ld ren , where­
i n the neceffity o f Powers and mutua l Duties, is predetermined 
b y a S u p e r i o u r L a w , even that o f N a t u r e ; where in , Powers, 
Privileges and mutua l Duties are elf abliCied, as belonging unto 
that Society. N o r after its firft i n f t i t u t i o n , can any one be in­
corporated mlo i t , but by his o w n conlent, and engagement to 
obferve the L a w s o f i t . N o r , i f the Na tu re and Duties o f 
Churches were acknowledged, could there be any conteft i n 
this matter ; for the things enfu ing are clear and evident. 

1 T H E L o r d C h r i f t , by his A u i h o r i t y , hath appointed and 
inptuted this Church State, as that there f h o u l d be f u c h 
Churches, as w e have proved before. 

2 T H A T by his W o r d or L a w he hzthgranted Powers and 
PriviHes unto this Church , and prcfcribed Duties unto a l l be-
longing-unto i t , where in , they can have no concernment w h o 
are not incorporated in to fuch a C h u r c h . r n i • 

5 T H A T therefore, he doth Kiquire andCommmi^\\i\\^ 
Difciples to jo in themfelves i n fuch Church Relations as w e have 
p i x ) v & ; war ran t ing them fo to do, by his W o r d and C b m -
m a n d : Wherefore, , j j n ^ i • 

4 . T H I S ]oining of themfehes, whereon depends all their 
intereft i n Church Powers and Privileges, all their obl igat ion 
unto Church Dut ies , is a voluntary AB of the obedience o f 
Fa i th , unto the A u t h o r i t y o f C h r i f t , nor can i t be any t h i n g 
elfe. I T ] 

5. H E R E I N do they give themfelves unto the Lord, and 
to one another, by their Officers, i n a peculiar manner, accord­
i n g to the <?/Gt^^, 2 Cor , 8. 5. . 

6. T O give ourfelves unto the Lord, that is unto the L o r d 
Tefus C h r i l t , is exprefly to engage to do and obferve all tha t 
he hath appointed and commanded i n the Church ; as, that 
Phrafe every where fignifieth in the Scripture, as zlfo joining 
f ives unto God, w h i c h is the fame. 

our 
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7. T H I S Ref igna t ion o f our felves unto the W i l l , Power and 
\ A u t h o r i t y of C h r i f t , w i t h an exprefs ingagement made unto 

h i m o f do ing and oble rv ing al l his Commands, hath the nature 
\ of a Covenant on our part; and i t hath fb on his, by vi r tue o f 
^ the pi-omife o f his efpecial prefence annexed unto this engage 
ment on our part , Matth. 28. 18, 19, 20. 

8. F O R , whereas there are three things required un to a 
Covenant hzisNQtsx God and M a n . ( i . j T h a t i t be o f Gods ap­
pointment and in [I it lit ion. ( 2 . ) T h a t upon a prejcription of 
Duties there be a folemn engagement un to their performance on 
the part o f M e n . ( 3 . ) T h a t there efpecial promifes of God 
annexed thereunto-, i n w h i c h confif ts the matter o f Confe 
deration , whereof mu tua l exprels Rtfiipulation is the f o r m ; 
they all concurr herein. 

9. T H I S Covenant w h i c h w e intend, is not the Covenant of 
Grace abfblutcly confidered ; nor tire al l the Duties belonging 
unto that Covenant prcfcribed i n i t ; bu t the pr incipal o f them, ' 
as Faithy Repentance^ and the l ike , are prefuppoled unto i t ; nor 
ha th annexed unto i t a l l the promifes and privileges o f t l ie N e w 
Covenant ahfolutely confidered; but i t is that w h i c h is prefcribed 
as a Gofpel Duty in the Covenant of Grace., whereunto do belong 
all the Duties o f Evangelical W o r l h i p , all the powers and 
privileges o f the C h u r c h , by v i r tue o f the e/^ef/,i/^/-ow//e o f the 
peculiar prefence o f C h r i f t i n fuch a Church . 

10. W H E R E A S therefore i n the con f t i t u t i on o f a C h u r c h , 
Believers give up themfelves unto the Lord/a.nd are bound 
fo lemnly to engage tliemfelves to do and obferve all the things 
which Chrijl hath commanded to be done and obferved i n that 
ftate, whereon h-e hath promiled to be prefent w i t h them and 
among them i n an efpecial manner , w h i c h prefence o f his, 
du th in te re i l them i n all the R igh t s , Powers and Privileges o f 
the Churchi \ their f b do ing , hat l i the natureof a Divine Cove­
nant included i n i t , w h i c h is the Formal Caufe o f their C h u r c h 
Sate and Being. 

1 1 . B E S I D E S , as w e have proved before, there are many 
mutual Duties required o f a l l w h i c h jo in i n C h u r c h Societies, 
and Pomrs to be excrcifed and f u b m i t t c d unto , whereunto none 

can. 
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can be obliged w i t h o u t their o w n conlent- T l i c y m u f t gi^Q f^p 
thtmfelves unto one another by the mil of God. ' i ' ha t i s , they 
m u f t agree, conicnt and engage' among thcmfclvcs to obfervc 
all thole mutua l Duties, to ule all thofe Privileges, and tocxe r -
cifc al l t l iofe Powers, w h i c h the L o r d C h r i f t l ia th prclcribed 
and granted unto his Church . See Jerem. 50. ^ , 5 . 

12. T H I S compleats the confederation intended, w h i c h is the 
Formal Caufe o f the Church ; and w i t h o u t w h i c h , either ex 
prcfly or vir tual ly performed, there can be no CImrc l i State. 

I V I N D E E D herein m o f t M e n . deceive themfelvcs, and 
t h i n k they do not that, nor that i t ought to be done, and d i fpu te 
ac^ainft i t as u n l a w f u l or unneccffary, w h i c h for the fubitance 
o f i t they do themfelves, and w o u l d condemn themfelves i n their 
o w n Confciences, i f they d id i t not. For unto w h a t end do 
they join themfelves unto Parochial Churches and Aifemblies ? 
T o w h a t end do they require all Profeffors o f the Protcflant Re-
Ikioftib to do, declaring i t to be t l ieir D u t y by penalties annexed 
unto its neg led ? Is i t not , that they m i g h t yield obedience 
unto C h r i f t i n their fo doing ? Is i t no t to profefs that they w i l l 
do and obferve all whatfocver he commands them ? Is i t not to 
do i t i n that Society, i n thofe Affembiies whereunto they do 
belonf^ ? Is there not therein vir tual ly -i. mutual Jgrcement and 
Engagement among them unto all, thofe ends.? I t m u f t be f a 
w i t h them, w h o do not i n all things i n Rel igion/^/^^ uncertainly 
AS Men beating the Air. , „ . , 

14. N O W , whereas thefe things are m themlelvcs, and for 
the fubftance o f t\\<z\r\, . known Gofpel Duties, w h i c h all Belie­
vers are indifi^^nf^ibly obliged u n t o ; the more exprefs our en­
gagement is concerning them, the more do we g l o r i f y C h r i f t 
i n our Profeff ion, and the greater fenfe o f our D u t y w i l l abide 
on.our Confciences, and greater encouragement be given unto 
the performance o f mutual D u t i e s ; as alio the more evident 
w i l l the warran ty be, for the exercilc o f Church Pov/er. Yet 
do I not deny the Being of Churches unto t l iofe Societies, where­
in theie tilings are virtually only oblerved; elpccially i n Churches 
o f fome continuance, wherein there is at Jeaft an implicit 
$opfent unto the firft Covenant -Conf t i tu t ion , 
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15. T H E L o r d C h r i f t hav ing i n f t i t u t edand appointed O f f i ­
cers, Rulers or Leaders i n his Church,(as w e fliall fee i n the next 
place) to look unto the difcharge o f a l l C h u r c h Duties among the 
Members o f i t , to admin i f te r and di fpenfe all its Privileges, and 
toexerci fe al l its A u t h o r i t y , t\\Q confe fit md engagemennMtd 
on , is exprefly required unto the c o n f t i t u t i o n of this Order and 
.the prefervation o f i t . For w i t h o u t this, no Believer can be 
brought j n t o that Rela t ion unto another as his Pafior, Guide, 
Over-feer, Ruler unto the ends mentioned, where in he m u f t be 
f u b j e a unto h i m , partake o f all Ordinances o f D i v i n e W o r f h i p 
admin i f t r ed by h i m w i t h A u t h o r i t y , i n obedience unto the w i l l 
o f C h r i f t ; They gave their own felves to us ( f a i t h the A p o f t l e ) 
hy the will of God. 

_ 16. W H E R E F O R E , the FormdCmf of a. Church con f i f t e t l i 
i n an Obediential Acl of Believers , in fuch nimbers as may be 
ufefulunto the ends of Church Edification, jointly giving up them 

felves unto the Lord J efus Chrift, to do and obferve all his Com­
mands, reflmg on the promife of his efpecial f re fence thereon; 
giving and communicitingby his Law, all the Rights, Pon ers and 
Privileges of his Church unto them; and in a mutual Agreement 
among themfelves, jointly to perform all the Duties required of them 
in that State, with an efpecial fibjection unto the Spiritual Au­
thority of Rules and Rulers appointed by Chrift in that State. 

17. T H E R E is n o t h i n g herein, w h i c h any M a n w h o hath a 
confcientlous fenfe o f his D u t y i n a profejfedfubjecJion unto the 
Gofpel, can quef t ion fo r the fubftance o f i t , whether i t be ac­
cording to the m i n d o f C h r i f t or no. A n d whereas the nature 
and elTential properties o f a D i v i n e Covenant are contained-in 
them, as fuch i t is a Foundation o f any Church S;:ate. 

18. T H U S under the O l d T e f t a m e n t , w h e n God w o u l d 
takedie; / (? / t r /V;ro/ Abr ah am imoz new peculiar Church State, he 
^did i t by a Solemn Covenant. He re in , as he prcfcribed all the 
Duties o f his W o r f h i p to them, and made them many blelfed 
promifes o f his prcfence, w i t h powers and privileges innume­
rable ; f b the people folemnly C^5^'^'/^^;^^ffltand engaged w i t h h i m , 
that they would do and obferve all that he had Commanded them; 
whereby they coalefced i n to that C h u r c h State, w h i c h abode 

E: unto 
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unto the rme of Refortmtion. T h i s Covenant is at large de­
clared Exol 24. For the Covenant w i n c h God made there w i t h 
the people, and they w i t h h i m , was not th^CvvM of Grace 
under a legal d i fpen la t ion ; for that was eftabhOicd unto the 
Seed oUbraham Four Hundred years before n i the Promile vvith 
the Seal o f Ci rcumci f ion ; nor was i t th^ Lovenant of M^orks 
under a Gofocl difpenlat ion ; for God never renewed that Co-
venant under any confideration whatever : But i t was a / f . . . / , > 
Covcmnt w h i c h God then mademtbtkm and had not made it 
mh their Fathers, Deut. 5. 2, V whereby they were railed and 
ereaed in to a Church State, wherein they were i n i ufted w i t h 
a Uĥ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  and enjoined all the Duties w h i c h God hacl 
annexed thereunto. T h i s Covenant was the ole Formal Caufe 
o f their Church State, w h i c h they are charged fo of ten to have 
broken, and w h i c h they fo o f t e n ^ W j ; ^f^^^^'c^ unto God. 

TO T H I S was that Covenant- w h i c h was to be abolijhed, 
whereon the Church State that was bui l t thereon, was ut ter ly 
taken away. For hereon the Hebrem ceafed to be the peculiar 
Church o f God , becaufe the Cwenant whereby they were made 
f o , was aboUnied and taken away, as the Apof t l e difputcs at 
laJffe //e^ 7, 8, 0. T h e Covenant of Grace i n the promile , w i l l 
ftill continue unto the true Seed of Abraham, AB. 2. 38, 59-
But the Church Covenant was ut ter ly taken away. 

20 U P O N the removal therefore ot this C.^e^^^^, and the 
Church State founded thereon, all Duties o f W o r f l i i p and 
S ch Privileges were alfo taken a w a y ; ( the t ^ngs f u b f t i t u -
ted in their rooiB being total ly o f another k i n d . But the Cove^ 
nant of Grace , as made W i t h Abraham, being continued and 
transferred unto the Gofpel Worfh ippers , the fgn or token of it 
given unto h i m is changed ; but another fub f t i t u t ed i n the 
room thereof. But whereas the Privileges of this C l i u r c h Co­
venant were i n themfelves carnal only, and no w a y 
but as they were Typical; and the Duties prefcribed i n i t were 
burdenfome, yea, a yoke intolerable ; the A p o f t l e declares i n the 
fame place, that the New Church State, where into w e are 
called by the Gofpel , hath no Duties belonging unto i t , but fuch 
as are fpiritml and eafte ; but w i t h a l , hath fuch holy and em. 
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mnt Privileges as the Church could no w a y enjoy by v i r tue ofT 
the firjl Church Covenant \ nor could be Behevers made! 
partakers o f t h e m , before that Covenant was abo l i l l i ed ; 
Wherefore , 

2 1 . T H E fame way for the Erect ion o f a C h u r c h State for 
the part icipat ion o f the more excellent Privileges o f the Gofpe l , j 
and performance o f the Duties o f i t , fo r the fubfiance o f i t 
m u f t ft i l l be continued. For the con f t i t u t i on o f fuch a Society 
as a Church is, en t ruf ted w i t h Powers and Privileges, by a 
Covenant or m u t u a l confent, w i t h an ingagement unto the per­
formance o f the Duties belonging unto i t , hath its foundat ion 
i n the L i g h t o f Na tu re , f b far as i t ha th any t h i n g i n common 
w i t h other voluntary Relations and Societies; was i n f t i t u t e d 
by God h imfe l f , as the w a y and means o f e r e d i n g the ChurchX 
State o f the O l d T e f t a m e n t ; and conf i f te th i n the per­
formance o f fuch Duties as are exprefly required o f a l l ' 
Believers. 

C H A P . I I I . 

Of the Polity., Rule.^ or Difci^linc of the Church in General 

I . ^ I ^ H E things l a f t treated o f concern the ElTence o f l 
I the C h u r c h , or the EffentialConfituent Parts o f i t , 

according un to the appointment o f C h r i f t . I t remains 
i n the next place, that w e f l i o u l d treat o f i t as i t is 

Organical, or a Body Corporate ; a f p i r i t ua l l y F^3//>/V.^/Society, 
fo r the exercife o f the Powers w h e r e w i t h i t is in t ru f t ed by 
C h r i f t , and the due performance o f the Duties w h i c h he 
requires. N o w , whereas i t is brought in to th isef ta te , by the] 
l e t t ing , f i x i n g or placing Officers i n i t , M e t h o d w o u l d re-
<iuire that w e f l i o u l d f i r f t treat o f t h e m , their Nature^\ 
^ams,Power, and the ways o f coming unto their Offices. Bu t , 
whereas all things concerning them are founded in ihGgrant\ 
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of Power unto the Church i t f e l f , and the I n f t i t u t i o n o f 
Polity and Rule therein by Jefus C h r i f t , I fliall firft treat fome-

w h a t thereof i n general. . r j ..• i . 
T H A T w h i c h w e intend on various confiderations and m 

divers refoeas is called the Power or Authority, the Polity, the 
t^roXlln^ent and the DifcifUne o f the C h u r c h . T h e 

Forn^Nature o f i t , is its A u t h o r i t y or Power. I t s Pohty, 
[s sk i l l and w i l d o m to a d that Power unto its proper ends. I t s 
g « e, is the a a u a l exercife o f that ^ . ^ ^ . ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ l ^ f ^ ^ ^ ^ 
.iiJi\n,\ x^rifrlnm I ts Government is the Exercife and Apphca-
fofoftStrthorit^ according unto that sk i l l towards thofe 

tha t are i s proper Obi^ds . A n d i t is called its D if upline p n n -
d S l l v v i i t h r e f b e a unto its end. Yet is i t not material whether 
t S b thTngs are thus accurately d i f t i n g u i l h e d ; the fame t h i n g 
Is t t e n d e d i n them a l l , w h i c h I Qiall call the Rule of the 
Church. ^^^^^ .^^ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ .̂ ^ j ' ^ , , i f , 

Vow'er or Authority of Jefus Chrifi.gtven unto it according unto the 
Lam and Diretiiois prefcribed by himfelf mto ^ ^ J ^ i f ^ 
T h i s Power i n A^u Primo, or fundamentally, is i n the C h u i c h i t 
I f i n ^ 7« sfcundo, or is exercife, _ i n them that ^re e peciâ ^̂ ^̂  
cal ed h e i u n t o . Whether that w h i c h is n o w called t l ie Rule 
f tChurch hy W , ^ e i o g a p l a i n ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

any A f l i n i t y l̂ '̂ ^^""^^^? / j f e , the power o f M e n 
the acling of the ^^^^^J'/^ ( , . ) A l l this Authority i n 

So J and Confciences o f M e n on ly , w h i c h no A u t h o r i t y can 
reach but his, and that as i t is h i s ; whereof w e i h a l l treat 

more afterwards. ^ • r- r ^ i • T> 
T H E fole end o f the M ; ? / / e m / E x e r c i i c o f this Power and 

Rule , by vir tue thereof unto the Church , is the it 
[elf Rom. I 5. I , 2, 3. 2 Cor. l o . 8. Chap . 1 3 . 1 0 . Ephef 4 . 

^"^2^ T ' H I S is the efpecial nature and eipecial end o f all Power 
sraiited by Jefus C h r i f t unto the C h u r c h ; namely, a Minijlry 
unto Edification^ i n oppof i t ion unto a l l the ends whereunto i t 

hath 
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ha th been abufed. For i t h a th been fo u n t o the U f u r p a t i o n o 
a D o m i n i o n over the Perfons and Confciences o f the Difcipies 
o f C h r i f t , accompanied w i t h Secular Grandeur , W e a l t h and 
Power . T h e L o r d C h r i f t never made a grant o f any A u t h o ­
r i t y , f o r any fuch ends ; yea, they are exprefly forbidden by 
h i m , Luk. z2 . x 5 . Mxtth. 20 . 2 ^ , 27, x 8 . Jtfus called his 
Difciples unto him, and [aid, Te know that the Primes of the 
GtntUes exercife Dominion over them, and they that are Great 
exercife Authority upon them : But it jhall not befo among you ; 
but whofotver mil he great among you, let himbe your Minifler \ 
and whofoever will be chief among you, let him be your Servant ; 
even as the Son of Man came not to be minifiredunto, but to 

minifter. , - n rc • r 
A L L the Pleas o f the Romanifts are u t te r ly m f u f t i c i e n t to le -

cure their Papal Domination f r o m this Sword o f the M o u t h o f 
the L o r d Jefus. For , whereas their u t m o f t pretence and de­
fence confif ts i n this . T h a t i t is not D o m i n i o n and Power 4^/0-
lutely that is forbidden, but the Unlawful, Tyrannical, Opprejjive 
Exercifc o f Power, f uch as was i n ufe among the Princes o f 
the Gentiles; never was there any D o m i n i o n in the W o r l d , no 
no t among the Gentiles, more C r u e l , Oppreff ive and Bloody, 
than that o f the Pope's hath been. But i t is evident, that our 
L o r d Jefus C h r i f t d o t h not i n the leaft r e f l e a on the R u eo r 
Gover l iment o f the /Ongs and Princes of the Gentiles, w i i i c l i 
was Good and Righteous : yea, he fpeaks o f them i nanc lpec ia l 
manner, w h o m their Subjeas fo r their moderate and equal 
R u l e w i t h their uiefulnefs unto their Countries, called EJefj^^af 
or Benefactors:n\di' Rule,as unto the K i n d and A d m i n i f t r a t i o n 
o f i t i n the Kingdoms o f the W o r l d , he approves of. A n d fuch a 
Power or Prcheminence i t was, namely good and )uft i n i t l e u , 
not T y r a n n i c a l and OpprefTive, that the Two Dtjciples dejired 
in his Km^om , w h i c h gave occafion unto this declaration 
o f the Na ture o f his K i n g d o m , and the Ru le thereof, t o r m 
this Power or D o m i n i o n t w o things may be conhdered. 
( i J T h e Exercife o f i t over the Perfons, Goods and Lives of 
M e n by Courts , Coercive J u r i f d i f t i o n s , ProcefTes o f L a w , 
and External Force i n Punifhments . ( 2 . ) T h e Grandeur, 
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Prehcmincnce, W e a l t h , Exaltat ion above others , w h i c h are 
neceirary unto the maintenance o f their A u t h o r i t y and Power. 
Both thefe i n the leaft Participation o f them, in the leaft Degree 
whatever, are forbidden by our Saviour to be admitted i n his 
TCinfTHnm nr ro have any place therein , on w h a t pretence 
fo'vef V w m have f ^ S i f n g o f L o r d f t i p , Domina t i on , Pre-
heminence i n L o r d l y Power i n his Church . Noto.rts, no 
C ^ S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ no Exercife o f any Humane Authoi- i ty 
S h L i l l o w therein ; fo r by thefe means do t^eP.^^^^^^ of the 
Gentiles, ^1^0^. ^^^^^^^ 

S l i u n T o h e l fcSTes u n r h i s o w n Dirciples the greateft , 
r " o m l , Grace and G i f t s - - j ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ j ^ ^ ^ 
to be d i fchargedin the way o f Service „*^ow we l l tm |̂̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
Command and D i r e d i o n o f our L o r d Jefus C h r i f t hath been 
a n d T c o m p l i e d w i t h a l , by thofc w h o have taken on them to be 
Rulers i n t L Church , is fu f f i c i en t ly k n o w n . 

W H E R E F O R E there is Rult o f the C h u r c h , but w h a t is 
MinifteriaLconfifling i n an Authoritative Declaration and A p p l i ­
cation o f the Commands and W i l l o f C h r i f t unto the Souls o f 
M e n , where in , thole w h o exercife i t are Servants unto the 
Church for its Edifcation, for Jefus fake, 2 Cor . 4 . f • 

I T hence fo l lows , that the i n t r o d u f t i o n o f / / « w ^ « e ^ « f ^ o 
rity in to the Ru le o f the Church o f C h j i f t m any k i n d de-

ftroyeth the nature of tt, and makes his K i n g d o m to be o f this 
W o r l d , and fome o f his Difciples to be in their meafurc l ike the 
Trinces of the Gentiles ; nor is i t of t - t imcs f r o m themfelves, that 
they arc not more l ike them than they are. 1 he C h u r c h is the 
Houfe o^ Chrift, his Family, bis Kjngdom. T o a d any power 
i n its Rule , w h i c h is not his, w h i c h derives not f r o m h i m , 
w h i c h is not communicated by his legal g r a n t ; or to a d any 
Power, by Ways, Proccffes, Ruk^s and L a w s not of his ap­
pointment , is an invaf ion o f his R i g h t and D o m i n i o n . I t can 
no o thcrwife be, i f t l ie Church be his Family, his Flo.tfe, his 
Kifngdom. For w h a t Father w o u l d endure that any Power 
f h o u l d be exercifed i n his Family as to the d i fpo la l o f his 
C h i l d r e n and Efta te , but his o w n ? W h a t Earthly Prince w i l l 
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bear w i t h fuch an i n t r u f i o n in to his R igh t s and D o m i n i o n ? 
Foreign Papal Poner is ieverely excluded here i n England, be-
cauie i t entrenches on the Rights of the Crown, by the exercife 
o f an A u t h o r i t y and J u r i f d i d i o n not derived f r o m the K i n g 
according unto the L a w o f the L a n d . A n d w e f l m i l d do 
w e l l to take care that at the fame t ime w e do not encroach upon 
the Dominion of Chrift, by the exercife o f an A u t h o r i t y not 
derived f r o m h i m , or by L a w s and I^ules n o t E n a d e d by l i i m , 
but more Foreign unto his K i n g d o m , t h a n the Canon haw or the 
Pofes Ru le is un to the L a w s o f this N a t i o n , l e f t w e fa l l under| 
the Statute of Praemunire, M a t t h . l o . 26, 27 , 28, T h e power 
o f Ru le i n the C h u r c h , then, is no th ing but a Right toyieL 
Obedience unto the Commands o f C h r i f t , i n fuch a w a y , by| 
f u c l i R u l e s , and for fuch ends, as where in and whereby his 
A u t h o r i t y is to be a£led. 

T H E perfons concerned i n this Ru le o f the C h u r c h , both 
t l iofe that Ru le and thofe that are to be R u l e d , as un to a l l their 
Civil and Political concerns i n this W o r l d , are rubje£t unto the 
Civil Government o f the Kingdoms and Places where in they 
inhabi t . A n d there are f u n d r y things w h i c h concern the out­
ward ft ate and condition of the Church that are at t h e d i f p o f a l o f j 
the Governours o f this W o r l d : Bu t , whereas the Power to be 
exercifed i n the C h u r c h is meerly Spiritual as unto its obje^s, 
w h i c h are the Confciences o f M e n j and as un to its 
w h i c h are the tendency o f their Souls unto God , their f p i r i t u a l 
obedience i n C h r i f t and Eternal L i f e , i t is a Phrenfy to dreanr] 
o f any other Power or A u t h o r i t y i n this R u l e , but that o: 
C h r i l l : alone. 

T O f u m up this D i f c o u r f e ; I f the Rulers o f the C h i i r c h , 
the greateft o f t hem, have only a Minifterial Power commit ted 
un to them, and are precifely l im i t ed the reun to ; i f i n the ex­
ercife thereof they are Servants of the Church unto its Edif ica­
t i o n \ i f all Lordly Domination'm an exaltation above the C h u r c h 
or the Members o f i t , i n D i g n i t y and A u t h o r i t y o f this W o r l d , 
and the exercife o f Power by external Coercive J u r i f d i f t i o n be 
forbidden un to t h e m ; i f the w h o l e Power and R u l e of the 
Church be Spiritual and not Carnal, m i g h t y t h rough God 
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and not th rough the L a w s of M e n ; and be to be exercifed 
by fpritud means for fp i r i t ua i ends only ; i t is apparent h o w 
i t hath been l o f t i n , or caft out o f the W o r l d , fo r the i n t r o -

^ i u d i o n o f a L o r d l y Domina t ion , a Secular Coercive J u r i f , 
d i d i o n , w i t h Laws and Powers no w a y derived f r o m C h r i f t , 
i n the room thereof. Nei ther is i t pofl ible for any M a n alive 
to reconcile the prefent Government o f fome Churches, either 
as unto the Officers w h o have the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f that R u l e , 
or the lUles and L a w s whereby they a d and proceed, or 
Powers w h i c h they exerciie, or the JurifdiBion w h i c h they 
c l a im , or the manner o f their proceeding i n its A d m i n i f t r a t i o n , 
un to any tolerable confiftency w i t h the Principles, Rules and 
L a w s of the Government o f the Church given by C h r i f t h i m -
ftlf. A n d this alone is a fufEcient Reafbn w h y thofe w h o 
endeavour to preferve their Loyalty entire unto Jefus C h r i f t , 
f h o u l d i n their o w n pradice fcek after the R c d u d i o n o f the 
Ru le o f the Church , unto his Commands and Appoin tments ; 
i n t hepub l i ck d i fpo fa l so f Nat ions w e have no concernment. 

4 . W H E R E A S therefore there is a Power and A u t h o r i t y 
fo r its Ru le unto E d i f i c a t i o n , given and commit ted by the 
L o r d C h r i f t unto his Church , I fliall proceed to enquire horv 
this Power is Communicated, what it is, and to whom it is granted^ 
w h i c h f l i a l l be declared i n the enf t i ing Obfervations. 

J . T H E R E was an extraordinary Church Power commit ted by 
the L o r d Jefus C h r i f t unto his Jpofiles, w h o i n their o w n 
perfons were thefirfi and only fubjedl o f i t . I t was not granted 
unto the Church, by i t to be communicated unto them according 
unto any Rules prefcribed thereunto. For their ofl ice as i t was 
Afofiolicd, was Antecedent unto the exiftence o f any Gofpe l 
Church State properly fb called ; neither had any Church the 
Icaft concurrence or influence in to their call or m i l f i o n . F l o w -
beir, w h e n there was a Church State, the Churches being called 
and gathered by their M i n i f t r y , t h e y were given unto the Church 
and . placed i n the Church for the exercife o f all Of f i ce , w i t h 
Power unto their Edif icat ion according to the Rules and L a w s 
Df their c o n f t i t u t i o n , AB. i . 14, 15. Chap . 6. i , 2, 5, 4 . 
I Ccr. ^ . . 22 . Chap. 12. .28. 4 . u , 12, 13, 14. 
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2 . T H I S Power is ceafed in the Church. I t i s f b , not by-
v i r tue o f any L a w or c o n f t i t u t i o n o f C h r i f t ; but by a ceffation o f 
thofe ad ings whence i t d id flow, and whereon i t d id depend. 
F o r unto ilmApofiolicalOSice, and Power there was required, 
( i . ) A n immediate perfonal call f r o m C h r i f t h i m f e l f . ( 2 . ) A 
Commiffion equally extenjive unto all Nations for their Conve r f ion , 
and unto al l Churches equally fo r their Edi f ica t ion . ( 5 . ) A n Au­
thority i n all Churches, comprehenfive o f al l that power w h i c h 
is i n the ordinary con f t i t u t i on o f t hem, d i f t r ibu ted among 
many . ( 4 . ) A Collation of extraordinary Gifts ; as o f i n f a l l i 
b i l i t y i n T e a c h i n g , o f w o r k i n g M i r a c l e s , fpeaking w i t h 
Tongues, and the l ike . Whereas therefore al l thefe things do 
ceafe, and the L o r d C h r i f t do th not a f l : i n the fame manner 
towards a n y , this Of f i ce and Power do th abfblutely ceafe 
F o r any to pretend themfelves to be Succejfors unto thele 
Apof t l e s , a? fbme w i t h a ftrange confidence and imper t inency 
have done, is to plead that they are perfbnally and immedia te ly 
called by C h r i f t unto their Of f i ce , that they have A u t h o r i t y 
w i t h r e f p e d unto all Nat ions and all Churches, and are indued 
w i t h a I p i r i t o f I n f a l l i b i l i t y , and a power o f w o r k i n g M i r a ­
cles, whereof o u t w a r d pomp and oftentat ion are no f u i f i c i e n t 
evidences. A n d certainly, w h e n fbme o f t hem confider one 
another, and t a lk o f being the Apof t les Succeflbrs, i t is bu t 
Artffpex Arufpicens, 

5. L E A S T o f all i n the ordinary ftate o f the C h u r c h , and 
the continuat ion thereof hath the L o r d C h r i f t appointed a 
Vicar, or rather as is pretended a Succejfor, w i t h a plenitude o f 
a l l Chu rch Power, to be by h i m parcelled out unto others. T h i s 
is that w h i c h hath o v e r t h r o w n all Chu rch Ru le and Order, 
in t roduc ing Lnciferian Pi ide and A n t i c h r i f t i a n T y r a n n y i n their 
room.. A n d whereas the on ly w a y o f C h r i f t s a d i n g his A u ­
t h o r i t y over the Churches, and o f communica t ing A u t h o r i t y 
un to them, to be aclcd by them i n his Name , is by his W o r d 
and Spi r i t , w h i c h he hath given to continue i n his C h u r c h un to 
that end unto the confummat ion o f al l things, the Pope of Rome 
placing h i m f e l f i n his ftead for tliefe ends, doth t h e r e b y t h e 
Tejvple of Gody and ft)ew himfelf to he God. Bu t this is f u f H -

I E ciently 
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ciently confuted among all fober C h r i f t i a n s ; and thofe w h o 
embrace i t , may be lef t to contend w i t h the Mahometans w h o 
a f f i r m , that Jefns Mtjohntht Baptiji to be his Succeffor, as 
Haiy fucCQQdcd unto Mahomet. •„ T r / - i 

/ AT L thele by w h o m the ordinary Ru le ot the Church 
IS to be cxerciled unto its Edif ica t ion , are as unto their Off ice 
and Power given unto the Church, fet or placed i n i t , not as 
Lords of their Fatth , but as helpers of tk.trpy, i Cor. 2. 2. 

IChap. 3 . 2 1 , 2 2 , 2 3 . 2 Cor. 1 .24. Ephef 4 . 1 1 , 1 2 1 3 , 1 4 . 
1 Pet. \ . I , 2 . F o r J h e C h u r c h i s t h e W e . / a r / / , ^ ^ ^ 
Wife • and by vir tue o f that Relation the _ enfeoffment in to this 
Dower is her Due and D o w r y ; all par t icuar Perfons are but 
S e r v a n t s for C h r i f i s fake. For though fome o f t h e m be 
Stewards and fet over all their f e l l ow Servants, yet he hath not 
c iven them the t r u i t o f power to rule his Spoufe at their o w n 
w i l l , and to grant wha t they picale unto her. _ 

6 BUT as this whole Church Power is commit ted unto the 
whole Church by C h r i f l : ; f o all that are called unto the peculiar 
sxercife o f any part o f i t , by vi r tue o f Of f i c e -Au tho r i t y , do 
receive that A u t h o r i t y f r o m h i m by the only w a y o f the com­
municat ion o f i t , namely, by his W o r d and Spir i t th rough the 
Miniflry of the Church, whereof w e fha l l treat af terwards. 

V . T f i E S E things being thus premifed i n general concern-
C h u r c h Power, we m u f t treat yet part icularly o f the f^;??-

munication of it from Chrifh, and o f i ts d i f l : r ibut ion as unto its 
Refidence in the Church . , , „ „ . , . 

I . E V E R Y Individual Believer hath Power or R i g h t g iven 
unto h i m upon his believing to become the Son of God, J oh. i . 12, 
Hereby, as f u c h , he hath a R i g h t and T i t l e radically and o r i ­
ginal ly unto , w i t i i an intcrcfi : i n all Church Privileges, to be 
a d u a l l y poirelTed and ufed according to the Rules by h i m pre­
fcribed. For he that is a Son of God hath a r i g h t unto all the 
privileges and advantages o f the Family of God, as w e l l as he is 
oblif^ed unto all the Duties o f i t . Here in lies the foundat ion o f 
al l i i f^h t unto C h u r c h Power, for both i t , and all that belongs 
unto i t , is a part o f the pur chafed Inheritance, whereunto r igh t 
is granted by A d o p t i o n ; wherefore, the firft o r ig ina l grant o f 
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al l Chu rch Power and Privileges is made unto Believers as f u c h . 
The i r s i t is w i t h thefe T w o L i m i t a t i o n s ; ( i . ) Th^t as fuch 
only they cannot exercife any C h u r c h P o w e r , but upon their 
due obfervat ion o f al l Rules and Duties g iven unto this end ; 
f i i c h are 'Joint Confeffion and Confederation. ( 2 . ) T h a t each i n ­
d iv idua l , do actually participate therein, according to the efpe­
cial Rules o f the C h u r c h , w h i c h peculiarly refpeflrs Women 
that do believe. 

a • W H E R E - e v e r there are two or three of thefe Believers, 
( the f tna l l e f l number ) Right and Power is granted un to t hem, 
a d u a l l y to meet together i n the name o f C h r i f f , f o r their m u t u a l 
Ed i f i ca t ion , whereunto he hath promifed his prefence among 
them, Matth. 1 8 . 1 9 , 2 0 . T o meet and to do any thing in the name 
of Chrift; as to exhort , i n f t r u d and a d m o n i f l i one another, or 
to pray together, as v. 19. there is an efpecial R i g h t or Power 
required thereunto. T l i i s is granted by Jefus C h r i f t unto the 
leaft number o f confenting Believers. A n d this is a fcondprepa 
ration unto the communicat ion o f C h u r c h Power. U n t o the 
fo rmer . Faith on ly is required, unto this , Profeffion w i t h m u 
tua l confent unto,and agreement i n the Evangelical Duties m e n 
t ioned, are to be added. 

5. W H E R E the number o f Believers is encreafed , f b 
that they are f u f f i c i c n t as unto their number to obferve and 
perform all Church Duties i n the w a y and manner prefcribed fo r 
their performance, they have Right and Power granted unto 
t hem, to m^ike a. joint folemn Confe/fion of their Faith, efpecially 
as unto the Perfon o f C h r i f t and his M e d i a t i o n , Matth. 16. 16, 
18. as a l fb to give up themfelves unto h i m and to one another, 
i n an holy Agreement or Confederation to do and obferve a l l 
things whatever that he ha th Commanded. Hereon, b y 
v i r tue o f his L a w s i n his I n f t i t u t i o n s and Commands, he gives 
them power to do all things in their Or^er w h i c h he grants un to 
his C h u r c h , and enftates them i n all the Righ t s and Privileges 
thereof. The fe Believers, I fay , thus congregated in to a C h u r c h 
State, have immediately by vir tue thereof, power to take care that 
all things be done among them, as by the Lord Chrift they are Com 
manded to be done, in and by his Church. 
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^ T I T l S therefore is the C h u r c l i Ejfentid ^.nd HdmogenTlF, 
unto w h i c h the L o r d C h r i f t hath granted all that Church Power 
w h i c h w e enquire after, made i t the Seat o f all Ordinances o f 
his W o r f h i p , and the Tabernacle where in he w i l l d w e l l . 
N o r fince the ceafing o f extraordinary Officers, is there any other 
w a y poffiblc for the congregating o f any C h u r c h , than w h a t 
doth v i r tua l ly include the things w c have mentioned. 

4 . B U T yet this Church State is not compleat ; nor are the 
ends o f its i n f t i t u t i o n attainable i n this State. For the L o r d 
C h r i f t ha th appointed fuch things i n and unto i t , w h i c h i n this 
State i t cannot obferve. For he hath given Authority unto his 
Church to be exercifed both i n its B ule and i n the A d m i n i f t r a ­
t ion o f Iiis fblemn. Ordinances o f W o r f h i p . T h e things before 
mentioned, are al l o f t hem ads o f Right and Power, but not 

Authority. ' 
5. W H E R E F O R E t l i e L o r d C h r i f t hath ordained Offices, 

and appointed Officers to be ef tabl i fhed i n the Church , Ephef. 4 . 
13, 14. U n t o thefe is all Church Authority granted- For al l 
Authority^ is an a d o f OiEce-Power, w h i c h is that w h i c h gives 
unto wha t is performed by the. OiBcers o f the Church , the 
f o r m a l nature o f A u t h o r i t y . 

6. T H E R E F O R E unto the Church , i n the State before 
dcfcribed, Right and Power is granted by C h r i f t to call^ chufe, 
appoint and jet apart perfbns made meet fo r the w o r k o f the 
Offices appointed by h i m , i n , the ways and by the means ap­
pointed by h i m . N o r is there any other w a y whereby ordinary 
Officers,rmy be fixed i n the Church , as we.have proved before 
and ftiall farther con f i rm afterwards. ' 

T H A T w h i c h hereon w e m u f t enquire i n t o , . is. How. 
or by w h a t means, or by w h a t ads o f his Sovereign Power 
the L o r d C h r i f t do th communicate Office-Power, and t h c r e w i t l i 
the Office i t f e l f unto any perfbns whereon their A u t h o r i t y is 
d\xQ^\y from himand w h a t are the A6 i s or Duties o f the 
Church i n the collation o f this A u t h o r i t y . 

T H E , A£is o f C h r i f t herein may be reduced unto thefc 
Headsj. 
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1. H E hath i n f t i t u t e d and appointed the OiEces themfelves, 
and made a grant o f t hem un to the C h u r c h fo r its Ed i f i ca t ion . 
A s a l io , he hath determined and l imi t ed the Powers and Duties 
o f the Officers. I t is not i n the power o f any or o f all the 
Churches i n the W o r l d , to appoint any O^ce or 0 # c e ; ' i n the 
C h u r c h , that C h r i f t ha th not appointed. A n d where there 
are any f u c h , they can have no C h u r c h A u t h o r i t y proper ly f o 
called ; for that entirely r i i e t h f r o m , and is refolved i n t o 
the i n f t i t u t i o n o f the Office by C h r i f t h imle l f . A n d hence, 
i n the firft place all the A u t h o r i t y o f Officers i n the Chur.ch pro­
ceeds f r o m the A u t h o r i t y o f C h r i f t i n the i n f t i t u t i o n o f the 
Office i t ( e l f ; fo r that w h i c h gives king unto any t h i n g , gives i t 
a l fb its effentialproperties. 

2 . B Y vi r tue o f his Relation un to the C h u r c h as its Head, o f 
his KJngly Power over i t and care o f i t , whereon the continua^ 
t i o n and edification o f the C h u r c h i n this W o r l d do depend ; 
w i i e r e ever he ha th a C h u r c h called, he f u r n i f t i e t h fbme perfbns 
w i t h fuch Gifts, Abilities and Endowments, as are necelfary to 
the difcharge o f f u c h Offices, i n the Powers, W o r k s and Dut ies 
o f t hem. For i t is m o f t unquef t ionably evident, bo th i n the 
nature o f the t h i n g i t fe l f , and i n his i n f t i t u t i o n , that there 
are fome efpecial Abilities and Quahfications required to the 
difcharge o f every Church Of f i ce . Wherefore , where the L o r d 
C h r i f t do th not communicate o f thefe Abilities i n fuch a mea-
f i i r e as by v i r tue o f them Church Order may be obferved, Church 
Power exercifed, and all Church Ordinances adminijlred according 
to his mind unto the Edification of the Church, i t is no more i n the 
power of M e n to conf t i tu te Officers , than to ereO: or <:reate an 
Of f ice i n the C h u r c h , Ephef 4 . 1 1 , 12, i J . i Cor. 12. 4 , 5 ,6 , 
7 , 8̂  &c. Rom. I 2. 6. 

T H I S collat ion o f f p i r i t u a l Gi f t s and AbiUcies ^o^ Office by 
Jefus C h r i f t unto any, do th not immediately conf t i tu te al l thofe , 
or any o f t hem, OiBcers i n the C h u r c l i , on w h o m they are 
collated , w i t h o u t the obfervatipn o f that Method and Order 
w h i c h he hath appointed i n the Church for the communica t ion 
o f Of f i ce -Power ; yet is i t fb prereqidfite thereunto, that no 
perfpn not made partaker o f them i n the meafure before 

mentioned. 
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mentioned, can,by vir tue o f any outward Rites, Order or Power^ 
be really vcf ted i n the M i n i f t r y . 

3. T H I S communication of Office-Power on the part of C h r i f t , 
confif ts i n his i n f t i t u t i o n and appointment o f the n'^^ and means, 
whereby ryexibm gifted and qualifed by h imie l f ougnt to be 
a d u a l l y admit ted m t o their Offices, fo as to admmif te r t l ic 
Powers, and per form the Duties o f them. For the way of their 
Cdl and Ordination, whereof w e f l i a l l fpeak afterwards, is e f f i ­
cacious unto this end o f communicating Offiice-Power, meerly 
f r o m his inftitution and appointment ot i t- A n d %yliat isnot 
f b can have no caufal influence i n to the communicat ion of this 
Power For al though fund ry things belonging hereunto arc 
d i reded by t he%/ / / of Nature, as i t is, that where one M a n is 
l e t over others i n Power and A u t h o r i t y , w h i c h before he had 
•no natural r igh t unto, i t f l i ou ld be by their o w n confent and 
choice : A n d fome things are o f a moral nature, as that cfpecial 
.prayer * be ufed i n and about aflairs that need efpecial divine 
affiftance and favour ; and there may be kmc circumf-ances o f 
ou tward adions herein, not to be determined but by the Ru le 
o f Reaibn on the prefent pofture o f occafions ; yet no th ing ha th 
any cauj fal influence in to the communicat ion o f Office-Power, 
but w h a t is o f the i n f t i t u t i o n and appointment o f C h r i f t . 
By vir tue hereof, all that are called unto this Off ice , do derive 
all their Power and A u t h o r i t y f r o m h i m alone. 

4 . H E hath hereon given Commandswnm the whole Church 
t o fibmit themfehes unto the A u t h o r i t y o f thcfc Officers i n the 
difcharge o f their Off ice , w h o are f b appointed, fo prepared or 
qual i f ied , f b called by h imfe l f , and to obey them i n all things, 
according unto the l imitat ions w h i c h h i m f e l f a l fb hath given 
unto the Power and y iu tho r i ty o f fuch Officers. For they w h o 
are called unto R u l e and A u t h o r i t y i n the Church by v i r tue o f 
their Off ice , arc not thereon admitted unto an unlimited Power 
to be exercifed at their plcaflirc i n a L o r d l y or Defpotical manner , 
but their Power is i la ted, bounded, l imi t ed and confined as to' 
the objeds o f i t , its A d s , its manner o f A d m i n i f t r a t i o n , its 
E n d s , and as unto all things wherein i t is concerned. T h e 
Ev^elling over thefe Banks by Ambition, the breaking-up o f thef 

— _ . . — \ m i l L 

file:///milL


of- the thurch in Ucneral. 

bounds by Pride and love o f D o m i n a t i o n , by the i n t r o d u Q i o n 
o f a Power over the perfons o f M e n i n their o u t w a r d concerns, 
exercifed i n a L e g a l , Coercive, L o r d l y manner, are fu lBcien t tc 

I make a forfe i ture o f a l l C h u r c h Power i n t hem w h o are gu i l t y 
o f t hem. Bu t after that fome M e n f a w i t f i t to tranfgrefs the 
bounds o f Power and A u t h o r i t y p re f t r ibed and l i m i t e d unto 
t hem by the L o r d C h r i f t ; w h i c h was really ej;f////?t;e o f L o r d - . 
I h i p , D o m i n i o n and al l E la t ion above their Brethren, leaving 
them Servants to the Church for Chrifts fake, they_ began to pre-
fcribe bounds unto themfelves, f uch as were fu i t ed unto their 
L i t e r e f t , w h i c h they called Rules ox Canons, and never le f t en-

I lavging them at their pleafure, u n t i l l they enflated the m o f l 
Inhfolute Tyranny i n and over the C h u r c h , that ever was i n the 

W o r l d . 
B Y thefc ways and means do th the L o r d C\\n(\i communicate 

Office Foiver unto t hem that are called thereunto , whereon they 
become not the Officers or M i n i f f e r s o f M e n , no, not o f the 
C h u r c h , as unto the a£ l ings and exercife o f their A u t h o r i t y , 
but only as the good and edification o f the Church is the end o f 
i t ; bu t the Officers and M i n i f l e r s o f C h r i f t h imfe l f . 

2. I T is hence evident, that i n the communicat ion o f C h u r c h . 
Power i n Off ice un to any perfons called thereunto, the w o r k 
and du ty o f the C h u r c h confif ts formally i n Acts of Obedience 
unto the Commands o f C h r i f f . Hence, i t do th not give unto 
fuch Officers a Power or A u t h o r i t y tha t ' was formally and 
actually i n the Body o f the C o m m u n i t y , by v i r tue o f any Grant 
or L a w o f C h r i f l , f b as that they f h o u l d receive and a£t the 
Power o f the C h u r c h , by v i r tue o f a Delegation f r o m them y 
but only they def ign, chufe, fet apart the ind iv idua l perfons, 
w h o tiiercon;arc i n t r u f i c d w i t h Office-Power by C l i r i f l : h imle l f , 
according as* was before declared. T h i s is the Power a i id 
R i f ' h t g iven unto the C h u r c h ejfentially confidercd w i t h r c f p e t t 
unto their Officers, namely t o d e f i g n , call , chufc, and fct apart 
the perfons by the ways o f C h r i f i s appointment unto thofe 
Off ices , whereunto by his L a w s he hath annexed C h u r c h 
Power and A u t h o r i t y . 

W E 
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W E need not therefore trouble our felves w i t h the difputes 
about the f i r f t ftibjea o f Church Power, or any part o f i t . For 

. i t is a certain Rule , That in the performance of all Duties which 
the Lord Chrift requires, either of the whole Church, or of any i» 
the Church, tfpecially of the Officers, they arc the f r f t fubjeB of 
the Power needful unto fuch Duties, w h o are immediately called 
un to them. Hereby, al l things become to be done i n the N a m e 
>and A u t h o r i t y o f C h r i f t . For the Power ot the Church , is 
no th ing but a r i g h t to per form Church Duties i n obedience unto 
the Commands of C h r i f t , and according unto his m i n d . 
Wherefore a l l Church Power is originally given unto the Church 
effentially confidered, w h i c h hath a double cxerc i le ; F i r f t , i a 
the f ^ / / o r c h o o f i n g o f OiHcers ; Secondly, i n their -voluntary 
amng w i t h them and under them i n all Duties of Rule , ( i . ) A l l 
Authority i n the Church is commit ted by C h r i f t unto the 
Officers or Rulers o f i t , as unto al l A d s and Duties whereunto 
Office-Power is r equ i red ; and, ( 2 . ; Every ind iv idua l perfon 
hath the l iberty o f his o w n judgment, as unto his o w n confent 
or d i f fen t i n w h a t he is h i m f e l f concerned. 

T H A T this Power under the name o f the Kfys of the Kjngdom 
of Heaven was or ig ina l ly granted unto the whole p ro fe f f ing 
Church o f Believers , and that i t is u t ter ly impof l ib le i t f h o u l d 
refide i n any other w h o is f u b j e d unco Death, or i f to be re­
newed upon any occafional intermiffion, is f b f u l l y proved by a l l 
Protejlant Writers againft t l ie Papifts, that i t needs not on this 
occafion be again in f i f t ed on. 

V I . T H E S E things have been fpoken concerning the Po//V^ 
of the Church in General, as i t is takenc^JetTZ/Ve/iyfor the c o n f t i -
t u t i on o f its State, and the laws o f its Rule ; w c are i n the 
next place to confidcr i t fubjeBi-vely, as i t is ^ power or faculty 
of the minds of Men, unto whom the Rule of the Church is com­
mitted. A nd i n this f c n c j i t is the wifdom or under (landing o f the 
Officers o f the Church , to cxcrcilc the Gov^ernment in i t ap­
pointed by Jefus C h r i f t , or to rule i t according to his Laws 
and C o n f t i t u t i o n s : Or , 

T H I S Wifdom is a Spiritual Gift ( i Co r . i 2. 9.) whereby the 
Officers of the Church are enabled to make A due application of all 
. ^ 
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the Rules and Laws of Chrift , unto the Edification of th 
Church and all the Members of it. 

U N T O the at ta ining o f this are required, ( i . ) -Per . 
•vent Prayer fo r i t , Jam. i . 5. ( 2 . ) Diligent ftudy of tk 
Scripture, to find out and underf tand the Rules g iven by C h r i f l 
unto th i spurpofe , Ez.ra 7 .6,7,9. i Tim. 2. 14, i 5. ( 5 . ) Humbh 
watting on God for the Revelat ion o f all that i t is to be exercifec 
about, Ez,ek. i i . ( 4 . ) A confcientious exercife the sk i l l 
w h i c h they have received. Talents traded vi^ith du ly w i l l en-
creafe. (̂  5.) A continual fenfe of the account w h i c h is to be g iven 
of the difcharge o f this great t r u f f , being called to rule i n the 
H o u f e o f God , Heb.ir^. 17. 

H O W m u c h this Wifdom hath been negleded i n C h u r c h 
Government ; yea, h o w m u c h i t is defpifed i n the W o r l d , is 
evident unto a l l . I t is sk i l l i n the Canon Law, i n the procee­
dings o f vexatious Courts , w i t h the Learn ing , Subt i l ty and 
A r t s w l i i c h are required thereunto, that is looked on as the only 
skill to be exercifed i n the Government o f the Church . W i t h o u t 
this a M a n is efleemed no w a y meet to be employed i n any part 
o f the Church Government . A n d according as any do arrive 
un to a dexteri ty i n this Polity, they are efteemed eminent ly 
u f e f u l . But thefe things belong not at al l unto the Govern­
ment o f the Church appointed by C h r i f l ; nor can any fober 
Man^ t h i n k i n his Confcience that fo they do. W h a t is the ufe 
o f this A r t and Trade , as unto pohtical ends, w e enquired. N o r 
is the true wifdom required unto this end, w i t h the means o f at­
t a in ing o f i t , more defpifed, more neglected by any f o r t o f 
M e n i n the W o r l d , than by thofe w h o l e pretences unto Eccle-
fiaftical Rule and A u t h o r i t y w o u l d make i t m o f t neceffary unto 
' them. 

T W O things f o l l o w on the fuppof i t i on laid d o w n . 
I . T H A T the Wifdom intended is not promifed unto all the 

Members of the Church in General; nor are t l i cy required to 
'eek for i t by the ways and means o f a t ta in ing i t before 
aid d o w n ; but vcfyzdi is had herein only unto the Officers 

of the Church . Hereon dependeth the equity o f the obedience 
3f the people unto their Rulers . For Wifdom for Rule is 
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peculiarly granted unto t h e m , and their D u t y i t is to fcek 
after i t i n a peculiar manner. W h e r e f o r e , thole w h o on 
every occafion are ready to advance their o w n W i f d o m 
and Under f t and ing i n the affairs and proceedings o f the 
C h u r c h , againft the W i f d o m o f the Officers o f i t , are proud 
and d i fbrder ly . 

I fpeak not this to give any countenance unto the out-cries 
o f fbme, that all forts o f M e n w i l l fuppofe themfelves Wifty 
than their Rulers, and to k n o w w h a t belongs unto the Go­
vernment o f the Church better than they ; whereas, t h e ! 
Government w h i c h they exercife belongs not at all unto the Ru le I 
o f the Church , determined and l imi t ed i n the Scripture, as the 
meaneft C h r i f t i a n can eafily d i f c e r n n o r is i t pretended by 
themfelves f b to do : For they fay that the L o r d C h r i f t h a t b 
prefcribed no th ing here in , but l e f t i t unto the W i l l .and 
W i f d o m o f the Church to order al l things as they f^e neceifary 
\ y h i c l i Church they are. Wherefore, i f that w i l l pleaft: t h e t n ' 
i t f ha l l be granted, that i n skill for the management o f Eccleftl. 
afiicd Affairs according to the Canon haw, w i t h f i i ch other 
Rules o f the fame k i n d as they have f ramed, and i n the leo^al 
proceedings o f Ecclefiaflical Courts, as they are called, there 
are none o f the people that are equal unto them, or w i l l contend 
w i t h them. 

2. I T hence a l fb f o l l o w s , that thofe who are called unto 
Rule in the Church of C h r i f t , f h o u l d d i l igent ly endeavour 
the a t ta ining of , and encreafing i n this Wifdom, g i v i n g 
evidence thereof on all occafions, that the Church may 
fa fe fy acquiefce i n their R u l e . Bu t hereunto f o many things 
do b e l o n g , as cannot i n this place be meetly treated o f • 
fome w h a t that appertains to t h e m f h a l l af terwards be c o n ' 
fidered., 

C H A P; 
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The Officers of the Church. 

TH E Church is confidered either as i t is Ejfential w i t l i . 
r e f p e d unto its N a t u r e and B e i n g ; or as i t is Orgamcal 
w i t h r e f p e d un to its Order. 

T H E conf t i tuent caufes and parts o f the C h u r c h as un to its 
Ejfence and Being, are its Inftittition, Matter and Form; whereof 
w e have treated. 

I T S Order as i t is 0r^4»/V4/, is founded i n that communica­
t ion o f Po wer un to i t f r o m C h r i f t , w h i c h was i n f i f t e d on i n 
tne fo rcgomg Chapter . 

T H E Orgamzingoi a C h u r c l i , is the placing or i m p l a n t i n g 
m i t thofe Officers w h i c h the L o r d Jefus C h r i f t ha th appointed 
to a d and exercife his A u t h o r i t y therein. 

F O R the Rule and Government o f the C h u r c h , are the 
exertion o f the A u t h o r i t y o f C h r i f t i n the hands o f t l i em unto 
w h o m i t is commi t t ed , that is the Officers o f i t ; not that a l l 
Officers are called to R u l e , but that none are called to R u l e tha t 
are not f b . 

T H E Officers o f the C h u r c h i n General are o f t w o forts ; 
Bijhops and Deacons, Phil. 1 . 1 . A n d their W o r k is d i f t r i b u t e d 
into Prophecy and Miniftry, Rom. 12. 6. 7. 

T H E Bijhops or £/<^erj-are o f t w o forts ; ( i . ) Such as have 
Authority to Teach and A d m i n i f t c r the Sacraments, w h i c h is 
commonly called the power of Order, and alfb o f Ruling, w h i c h 
is called a Power of Jurifdieiion c o r r u p t l y : A n d fome have 
on ly Power for Rule; o f w h i c h fo r t , there arc fbme i n a l l the 
Churches i n the W o r l d . 

T H O S E o f the f i r f t fo r t are d i f t i n g u i f l i e d i n to Pajlors and 
Teachers. 

T H E d i f t i n d l i o n between the Elders themfelves, is not l ike 
that between Elders and Deacons, w h i c h is as unto the whole 
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Innd Order, whereof w e fha l l treat _ 
T H E firft f o r t o f Officers i n the Church are Bijhops or 

Elders concern ng w h o m there have been migh ty contentions 
Elders concernins ^̂ ^̂ ^ .^^^^ Principles w e have h i -

m the ^''^^ : f £ ' j ° ' aiicharee us f r o m any efpecial intereft or 
^ ^ r r n C S l f tlTs'c^^^^^^^^^^^^ For i f there be no Church o f 
S v ne or Apof to l i ca l conf t i tu t ion , none ^ « ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
ô ^ T h i r d Centunes, but on ly a pai t iculai Co^^^^^^ 
£• J ^Unt rnnrcf t w h i c h IS about tfrenemtrience and. 

m O E E D ftrifc about P.«^er, 6V.;.nc.r/(7, Jnnfdttiion 
over one another, amongf t t h o f : w h o pretend to be M i n i f t e r s o f 
the Gofpel , is f u l l o f fcandah I t ftarted early i n the C h u r c h ; 
was extingdfi^ed by the L o r d C h r i f t i n his A p o f t l e s ; 
M e d by the Apof t lcs i n all others; yet th rough the Pride 

.-.r. A m b i t i o n and Avarice o f M e n , hath g r o w n to be the ftain and 
fhame o f the C h u r c h i n m o f t Ages. For neither the fenie o f 
die A u t h o r i t y o f C h r i f t fo rb idd ing fuch ambitious defignings, 
nor the propofal o f his o w n examples this particular cale; 
nor the experience o f t l ieir o w n in fuf f ic iency for the leaft part ot 
the w o r k o f the G o f p c l - M i n i f t r y , have been able to rc f t r a in the 
minds o f M e n f r o m coveting after and contending fo r a prero­
gative i n Church-Power over others- For though this Arnbttion, 
and all the f ru i t s or rewards o f i t , arelaidunder a fevere inter-
d i d by our L o r d Jefus C h r i f t , yet w h e n M e n ( l i ke Achan^ f a w 
' ived^e of Goldy and t\\cgoodly Babylontflj Garment, that they 

c..^ j g h t to be i n Power, Domina t ion and Wea l th , they coveted 
t h e m ° and took t hem, to the great dif turbance o f the Church 
o f God. 

I F M e n w o u l d but a l i t t l e f c r iouf ly confider, w h a t there is 
i n that care o f Souls, even o f all t hem over w h o r n they pretend 
Church-Po ver, R u l e or J u r i f d i c l i o n ; and wha t i t is to give an 
Account concerning them before_ the Judgment Seat o f C h r i f t 
i t m a y b e i t w o u l d abate o f their earneftnels i n contending fo*-
the enlargement o f their Cures. 



The Officers of the Church. 

T H E c la im o f Epifcopacy, as c o n f i f t i n g i n a rank o f perfbns 
d i f t i n d f r o m the Of f ice o f Presbyters, is managed w i t h great 
var ie ty . I t is not agreed whether they are d i f t i n d i n Gri5fer 
above them, or only as unto a certain degree among them o f 
the/"rfwe Order. I t is not determined, w h a t d o t h conf t i tu te 

I that pretended difiin^ Order, nor where in that degree o f prehe-
minence i n the fame Order, do th c o n f i f t , nor w h a t Bafis i t ftands 
upon. I t is not agreed whether this Order o f Bifhops, ha th 
any Church-Power appropriated unto i t , fo as to be aded fingly 
3y tliemfelves alone, w i t h o u t the concurrence o f the Presbyters ; 
or h o w far that concurrence is neceifary i n a l l A d s o f Church,-
Order or Power. The re are no Bounds or L i m i t s o f the 
Dmejfes w h i c h they c la im the Ru le i n and over, as Churches 
whereunto they are peculiai-ly related, derived either f r o m 
D i v i n e Infiitution, or Tradition, or general Rules o f Realbn 
r e f p e d i n g both or either o f t h e m ; or f r o m the confideration of 
Gi f t s and Abi l i t i es , or any t h i n g elfe where in Church-Order or 
Edi f ica t ion is concerned. T h o f c w h o plead for Diocefm Ept-
fcopacy, w i l l not proceed any farther, but only that there is and 
ought to be a Superiority in Bifhops over Presbyters i n Order or 
Degree. But whether this m u f t be over Presbyters i n one Church 
o n l y , or in m^iny dijlin^ Churches ; whether i t m u f t be fuch , 
as not only hinders them utter ly f r o m the difcharge o f any of 
the Duties o f the Pafioral Office , towards the m o f t o f t h e m 
w h o m they efteem their Flocks, and neceffitates them unto a 
R u l e by unfcriptnral Church-Officers , L a w s and Power , they 
?uppofe do th not belong unto their Caufe ; whereas indeed the 
we igh t and moment o f i t , do th lie i n and depend on thefe 
things. Innumerable other uncertainties,Mff^rcnces and variances 
there are about this fmguUr Eptfcopacy, w h i c h w e arc not at 
prefent concerned to enquire in to , nor f h a l l I i n f i f t on any o 
thofe w h i c h have been already mentioned. 

B U T yet, becaufe i t is necelfary unto the clearing o f the 
Evangelical Pafioral Office, w h i c h is n o w under confideration ; 
unto w h a t hath been pleaded before 2.hont tht nonwfiitution 
o f any Churches beyond particular Congregations, w h i c h is 
utterly exclufive o f all p.-eteaces o f the prefent m ' ^ f ^ ' l ^ 
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I {bal l br ief ly , as i n a d iverf ion , add the Arguments w h i c h 
undeniably prove, T h a t i n the whole Nerv Tejlament, Bifhops 

tend the fame Perfons, and the fame Office by Presbyters and 
Bijhops i n the fame place, is to def t roy his A r g u m e n t , and ren­
der the context o f his difcourfe unintelhgible. H e that w i l l 
f ay , that i f you make a Jujlice of Peace or ^Conftable, h emuf l : 
be magnanimous, l iberal , f u l l o f clemency and courage, foj. 
f o a Kjng ought to be, w i l l not be thought to argue very 
w i f e l y . \^et f i i c h is the A r g u m e n t here , i f by Elders and 
Bijhops, d i f l : i n a Orders and Offices are intended. 

2. T H E R E were many Bifhops i n one C i t y i n one particular 
C h u r c h , Phil. i . i . To all the Haintsthat are at Philippic with 
the Bifljops and Der.cons. T h a t the Church then at Philippi 
was one particular Church or Congregat ion was proved before 
B u t to have ma^y Bijhops i n the fame C h u r c h , whereas the 
nature o f the Epifcopacy pleaded fo r , confif ts i n the Superiori ty 
o f one over the Presbyters o f many Churches, is ablblutely i n , 
conf i f tent . Such Bijhops, whereof there may be many i n the 
fame Church , o f the f i m e Order, equal i n Power and DitTni^y 
w i t h r e f p e d untoOffxCc, w i l l eafily be granted ; but then'^they 
are Presbyters as w e l l as BijJjops. The re w i l l , I fear, be no end 
o f this conteft, becauf^ o f the prejudices and intcreffs o f fome • 
but that the ident i ty o f Btjhops and Presbyters f l i o u l d be more 
p la in ly expreffcd, can neither be expefted nor defired. 

3 ^ J B E 
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^. T H E A p o f t l e being at Miletus, fent to Ephcfm f o r the 
Eiders o f the C h u r c h to come unto h i m , that is the Elders o f 

I the Church at Ephefus, as hath been elfewhere undeniably de-1 
monf t ra ted , A^.^o. 1 7 , 1 8 . unto thefe Elders he fays. Take 

\heed umo your felves, and to all the Flock, over which the Holy 
\ Ghoft hath made you Bifhops, to feed the Church of God, ver. 2 ^ 

I f Elders and Bifhops be not the fame Perfbns, h a v i n g the fame 
Off ice , the fame F u n d i o n and the fame Duties, and the f^me 
Names, i t is i m p o f f i b l e , fo far as I underf tand, h o w i t f l i o u l d 
be expreffed. For thefe Elders are they w h o m the H o l y G h o f l 
made Bifljops ; they were many o f them i n the fame Church y 

I their D u t y i t was t o attend \xnto the F l o c k ; and tofeedt\\Q 
i C h u r c h , w h i c h comprize all the Duties, the whole F u n d i o n o f 
Elders and Bifljops, w h i c h m u f t therefore be the fame. T h i s 
p la in T e f t i m o n y can no w a y be evaded by pretences and con-
jedures u n w r i t t e n and uncertain ; the on ly an fwer u n t o i t , i s , I t 
was indeed f o then, but i t was othervvifc a f t e rwards ; w h i c h 
ioms n o w betake themfelves unto . Bu t thefe Elders we re 
either Elders only and not Bifhops \ or Biffjops only and not Elders ; 
or the fame Perfons were Elders and B i f l i o p s , as is p la in ly 
a f f i rmed i n the words . T h e latter is that w h i c h w e plead. 
I f the f i r f t be a f fe r ted , then was there no Bifljop then at 

1 Ephef us; f o r thefe Elders had the who le overf lght o f the F l o c k : 
\ I f the Second, then were there no Elders at a l l , w h i c h is no 
jgood expof i t ion o f thofe w o r d s , th^ Paul called unto him the 
\ Elders of the Church. 

4. T H E A p o f t l e Peter wr i tes un to the Elders of the Churches^ 
that they f h o u l d feed the Flock, ê rja-wTrS'mf; t ak ing the over-
l i g h t , or exercif ing the Office and Fundiion of Bifhops over t hem, 
and that not as Lords but as enfamples ( o f H u m i l i t y , Obedience 
and Hohnefs) to the who le Flock, i Pet. 5. t , x , 3. T h o f e on 
w h o m i t is incumbent to feed the Flock, and to fuperintend 
over i t , as thofe w h o i n the f i r f t place are accountable un to 
Jefus C h r i f t , a r e B i l l i o p s ; and fuch as have no other Bi^Jop oMii.x. 
t hem, un to w h o m this charge f l i o u l d be principal ly commi t ted . 
But i i i c h , according unto this A p o f t l e , are the Elders of the 
Church . Wherefore , thofe Elders and Bifbops are the fame. 

^ ^ — ^ A i K i -
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A n d fuch were the »5,b,<«i'o/, the Guides o f the Church at Jeru-
falem, w h o m the members o f i t were hound to obey, as thofe that 
did watch for , and were to give an account o f their So.uls. 
Heb.j-^.ij. 

S. T H E fubftance o f thefe and all other Inftances or T e f t i . 
monies o f the fame k i n d , is this ; Thofe whofe names are the fame 
equally common and applicable unto them all, whofc FunBion is the 
fame, rvhofe Qualifications and Characters are 'the fame, who ft 
^Duties, Account and Reward are the fame, concerning whom there 
is in no one place of Scripture the leaf mention of inequality, ^i^^ 
parity or preference in Office among them, they are efjentially and 
tvery way the fame. T h a t thus i t is w i t h the Elders and Bifhop 
i n the Scripture cannot modef t ly be denied.^ 

I do acknowledge that where a Church is greatly encreafed,fo 
as that there is a neceffity o f many Elders i n i t fo r its I n f t r u f t i o n 
and Rule , that Decency and Order do require, that one o f them 
do i n the management o f all Church Affairs prefide, to guide 
and d i r e d the w a y and manner thereof. So the Presbyters at 
Alexandria d id choofe one f r o m among themfelves that fhou ld 
have the preheminence o f a Prefident among them. Whether 
the Perfon Uhat is fo to prefide, be d i reded unto by being f i r f t 
Converted or f i r f t Ordained, or on the account o f y4/e , or o f 
Gifts and Abil i t ies , whether he continue for a Seafon on ly , and 
then another be deputed unto the fame W o r k , oi-for his Life, 
are things i n themfelves indifferent, to be determined according 
unto the General Rules o f Reafon and Order, w i t h r e f p e a 
unto the Edification o f the Church . 

I ftiall never oppofe this Or^er, -but rather defire to fee i t i n 
p rad ice ; namely, tha t particular Churches were o f fuch an 
extent, as neceffarily to require many Elders both Teaching and 
R u l i n g for their I n f t r u d i o n and Government ; fo r the better 
obfervation o f Order and Decency i n the publick Ai fembl i e s ; 
the ful ler Reprefentation o f the A u t h o r i t y commit ted by fefus 
C h r i f t unto the Officers o f his C h u r c h ; the occafional i n f t r u d i o n 
o f the Members i n leffer Affembiies, w h i c h as unto fbme ends 
may be ftated alfb, w i t h the due attendance unto all other means 
o f Edification and W a t c h i n g j n f p e d i n g , W a r n i n g , A d m o n i O i i n g , 

Exhor t ing 
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E x h o r t i n g , and the l i k e ; and that among thefe Elders one 
fliould be choien by themfelves , w i t h the conient o f the 
C h u r c h , not in to a N e w Order, not into a. degree of Author itj 
above his B r e t h r e n , but on ly unto his part o f the common 
w o r k i n a peculiar manner, w h i c h requires fome k i n d o f Pre­
cedency. Hereby no N e w OiBcer, no N e w Order o f Officers, 
no N e w degree o f Power or A u t h o r i t y is conf t i tu ted i n the 
C h u r c h ;. only the W o r k and D u t y o f i t is call: i n to f u c h an 
Order, as the ve ry l i g h t o f nature do th require. 
_ B U T there is no t any i n t i m a t i o n i n the Scripture o f the leafl 
i n ipa r i t y or inequal i ty , i n Order, Degree or A u t h o r i t y , among 
Officers o f the fame f o r t , whether extraordinary or ord i ­
nary. T h e Jpofles were all equal; f b were the Evangelifls, f b 
were Elders or BijJjops, and f b were Deacons a l fo . T h e Scri­
pture k n o w s no more o f an Jrch-Bijhop, f i i c h as all Diocefaa 
Bijhops ^VQ, nov ^n Arch-Deacon, than of an Arch-Apoftle, or o f 
an Arch-Evangelift, or an Arch-Prophet. H o w b e i t , i t is ev i ­
dent, that i n all their AfTemblies, they had one w h o d id prefide 
i n the manner before defcribed, w h i c h feems among the Apof f l es 
t o have been the prerogative o f Peter. 

T H E Brethren a l fo o f the C h u r c h may be f o multiplied, as 
tha t the conffan t meet ing o f them all i n «?»e/'/^fe may not be 
abfblutely beft fo r their Edi f ica t ion . H o w b e i t , that on al l the 
fo l emn occafions o f the C h u r c h whereunto their confent is 
neceffary, they d id o f o ld and ought ftill, to meet i n f/^^e/i^we 
place for advife, confu l ta t ion and confent , as was proved be­
fore. T h i s is f b f u l l y expreffed and exemplif ied i n the t w o great 
Churches o f Jerufalem znd Antioch, A£f. 15. that i t cannot be 
gain-fa id . W h e n Paul and Barnabas, fent by the Brethren or 
Church ztAntioch QU.T, ^.') were come to Jerufalon, they were 
received by the Church, as the Brethren are called i n d i f t i n f t i o n 
f r o m the Apoftles and Elders, v . 4 . So w h e n the Apoftles and 
Elders affembled to confider o f the cafe propofed unto t hem, 
the whole multitude o f the Church , that is the Brethren affem-
bled w i t h them, u. 6, 12. neither were they muteVerfons, meer 
Audi tors and Spedators i n the A f f e m b l y , but they concurred 
both i n the debate and determination o f the Q u e f t i o n ; i n f b -

H much 
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i n the advice g iven , ver. 22 , 23. A n d w h e n Paul and Barnabas 
returned unto the mulutude unto w h o m the Let ter of 
the C h u r c h at Jerufakm was d i reded came together about 
it ver ^3 2o Unlefs this be oUctved tho Primtwe-Chunk 
V'. T ; . o v e r t h r o w n : But I fha l l re turn f r o m this DigreflTion. 

T H r S S^^^^ 0^ Elder o f the Church is the Paftor. 
A Pallor, is the Elder that Feeds and Rules the Flock, 1 Pet. 5. 2. 
that i>, w h o is its Teacher and its Bi/bop j «^^;6ox?,7^f. 
Feed, t ak ing the overf ight . . 

I T is not m y prefent defign nor w o r k to give a f u l l account o f 
the QuaUficatlons required i n Ferfons to be called unto this Off ice ; 
n o r " b f their Duty and f^^^ry^, w i t h the Quahties or Vertues 
to be exercifed therein. I t w o u l d require a large Di lcourfe to 
handle them p rad ica l ly , and i t hath been done by others. I t 
were to be w i f l i e d , that w h a t is o f this k i n d exprefled i n the 
R u l e , and w h i c h the nature o f the Off ice do th indifpenfably 
require, were more exemplified i n pradice than i t is. Bu t 
fome things relat ing un to this Officer and his Office that are 
needful to be w e l l ftated, I f l i a l l treat concerning. 

T H E name o f a Pajlor or Shepherd is Metaphorical. I t is a 
Denomina t ion fu i ted unto his W o r k , denoting the fame Off ice 
and Perfbn w i t h a Bifhop or Elder, fpoken o f abfblutely w i t h o u t 
l imi t a t i on unto either Teaching or Ruling. A n d i t feems to be 
ufed or applied unto this Off ice , becaufe i t is more comprehen-
f ive of , and i n f t r u a i v e i n all the Duties that belong unto i t 
than any other N a m e w h a t e v e r ; nay, than all o f them pu t 
together. T h e Grounds arid Reafons o f this Metaphor, or 
whence the Church is called a Flock, and whence Godte rmeth 
h i m f e l f the Shepherd of the Flock; whence the Sheep o f 
this F lock are commit ted unto C h r i f t , whereon he becomes the 
good Shepherd that lays down his Life for the Sheep, and the 
Prince of Shepherds ; w h a t is the intereft o f M e n i n a participa­
tion o f this Of f i ce , and w h a t their D u t y thereon, are things 
w e l l w o r t h the confideration o f them w h o are called unto i t . 
Hirelings, .yea, Wolves and dumh Dogs, do i n many places take 
on themfelves to be Shepherds o f the F lock , by w h o m i t is 
devoured and deftroyed. W H E R E A S 
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W H E R E A S therefore this Name or Appel la t ion is taken 

f r o m , and includes i n i t Love, Care, Tendernefs, Watchfulnefs 
i n al l the Duties o f going before, freferving, feeding, defending 
the .Flock, the Sheep and the Lambs , the St rong, the Weak 
and Di fea fed , w i t h accountablencfs as Servants un to the c/'/e/̂  
Shepherd, i t was generally d i fu l ed i n the C h u r c h ; and thole ot 
Bijhops or Overfeers, Guides, Pref dents. Elders w h i c h leem t o 
include more o f H o n o u r and A u t h o r i t y , were retained i n com­
m o n u f e ; that though one of t h e m , at l a f f , namely that o f 
Bifhops, w i t h fome elating compofi t ions and ad junds o f 
3ovver, obtained the preheminence. O u t o f the C o r r u p t i o n of 

thefe Compof i t ions and Addi t ions i n Arch-Bijhops,MetropolitanSj 
Patriarchs, and the l i k e , brake f o r t h the Cockatrice o f the 
C h u r c h , that is the Pope. 

B U T this name is by the H o l y G h o f t appropriated un to 
the principal Minijlers o f C h r i f t i n his C h u r c h , Ephef. 4. i i . 
A n d under that name they were p r o m i f e d un to the C h u r c h o f 
old, Jerem. 3. I 5 . A n d the W o r k o f thefe Paftors, is to feed t\iQ 
Flock commi t ted to their charge as i t is conf tan t ly required o f 
t hem. Act. ^o. 29. i Pet. 5. 2 . 

O F Pajloral Feeding t\\QtQ are t w o parts, ( i . ) Teaching or 
I n f t r u d i o n . ( 2 . ) Rule or D i f c i p l i n e . U n t o thefe t w o Heads 
may all the A d s and Duties o f a Shepherd t o w a r d his F lock be 
reduced. A n d bo th are intended i n the t e r m o f feedings 
I Chron. I I . 2- Chap . i j . 6 . Jer. 2 5 . 2 . Mic. 5. 4 . C h a p . 7 . 
14. Zsch. I I . 7. Jct.20.2S. Joh- 2 1 . 14. I'Pet. 5. 2,&c. 
wherefore he w h o is the Paftor, is the Bifhop, the Elder, the 
Teacher o f the Church . . 

T H E S E Works o f Teachi^cg and Ruling may be d i f t m f t m 
feveral Oflticers, namely o f Teachers and Rulers ; but to d iv ide 
them i n the fame Off ice of Paftors, that fome Paftors f h o u l d 
feed by Teaching only, but have no r i gh t to Rule by V i r t u e o f 
their Off ice ; and fome f l i o u l d attend in exercifc unto Rule 
only, not ef teeming themfelves obliged to labour cont inual ly 
i n feeding the Flock, is a lmof t to ove r th row this Off ice of 
C h r i f t s Def igna t ion , and to let up tm i n the room o f i t , o f 
Mens o w n p r o j c d i o n . 
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O F the call oi M e n unto this Off ice , fo niany things have 
been fpoken and w r i t t e n by others at large,that I fha l l only i n f i f l ^ 
and that very brief ly, on ^ m e things w h i c h are e^h^^^^^^ 
m o f t imporJt confidelamn, or have beeii .^.^^e^ by otlKrs . As 

T T T M T O the call o f any perfon unto tins Off ice ot a 
Palior in the Church , there are certain ^ ^ / / / . . / ^ ^ . ^ / previouf ly 
f e S e d i n h i m , d i f p o f m g and mak ing h i m fit for hat Off ice . 
T K w . i i s an a a o f the Church , as ^^.^.^^^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / ^ ^ ^ 
mediately. But therein is required an obediential ad^mg o f h n j 

alfo w h o ' is called. Nei ther o f thefe .^'^'^^^^^^^ 
1 r^u,„-r^u arrord nff to Rulc and O i d u , n o i cue pcr ion 

SSed l a in f ch^d"^^^^^^^^^^ u n l e i s t t o a r e i n h i m fome 
IrevLTZ^^^^ o f the m i n d o f God, def igning the perfon 
{ o be called by fuch Qualifications, as may rendc^r h i m meet 
and able for the difcharge o f his Oft ice and W o r k For ordmary 
location is not a collation o f Gracious Spiritual Jbdaies f u i t i n g 
^nd m a k L g M e n meet for the Paftoral Oft ice : But i t is the 
communicat ion o f Right and Power for the regular u f e and exer­
cife o f Gi f t s and Abi l i t i es received antecedently u n t o that cal l , 
unto the Edif icat ion o f the C h u r c h , where in the Off ice i t felf 
do th conf i f t . And i f w e w o u l d I m o w w h a t thefe Qualihca-
tions and Endowments are for the fubftance o f them, w e may 
learn them i n their great example and pattern, our L o r d Jefus 
C h r i f t h imfe l f . Our L o r d Jefus C h r i ft being the good Shepherd, 
w h o f e the Sheep are, the Shepherd and Btjbop o f our Souls ; 
the chief Shepherd, d id defign i n the under taking and exercife 
o f his Paftoral Office, to give a Tj / ' e and £jc^w^/e un to all thofe 
w h o are to be called unto the fame Off ice under h i m . A n d i f 
there be not a conformity unto h i m herein, no MancanafTure 
his o w n Confcience or the Church o f God, that he is or can be 
lawfully called unto this Off ice . 

T H E Qualifications o f C h r i f t unto , and the gracious Qua l i ­
ties o f his M i n d and Soul i n the difcharge o f his Paftoral Offic-
may be referred unto Four Heads. 

I . T H A T furniture with fpirituai Gifts and Abilities by the 
communication o f the H o l y G h o f t unto h i m , i n an unmeafu-
rable fu lne f s , whereby he was fitted fo r the difcharge o f 
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his Of f i ce . T h i s is expreffed w i t h r e f p e f t unto his under taking 
o f i t , I f a . I I . 2 , 3. Chap, 6 1 . i , 2, 3. Luk. 14. Here in 
was he anointed with the oyl ef gladnefs ahove his fellows^ 
H e b . I . 9. But this unUion of the Spirit is i n a certain nieaflire 
required i n a l l w h o are called, or to be called unto the Paftoral 
Of f i ce , Ephef. 4 . i . T h a t there are Spir i tual Powers, G i f t s and 
Abi l i t i e s required unto the Gofpe l M i n i f t r y , I have at large 
declared i n another Treatife, as al io w h a t they are. A n d 
where thqre are none o f thele Spir i tual Abi l i t i es w h i c h are ne-
ceflary unto the Edi f ica t ion o f the C h u r c h i n the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n 
o f Gofpe l Ordinances, as i n Prayer, Preaching, and the l i k e , 
no ou twa rd Ca l l or Order can conf t i tu te any M a n an Evange 
lical Paflor. A s unto particular Perfbns I w i l l no t contend, 
as unto an ahfolute nullity i n the Off ice by reafbn o f their defi­
ciency i n Spiritual Gifts, unlefs i t be grofs, and fuch as renders 
t hem ut te r ly ufelefs unto the Edi f ica t ion o f the C h u r c h . I only 
f ay , that no M a n can i n an orderly way and manner be called or fet 
apart unto this Of f i ce , i n w h o m there are not fome Indications 
o f Gods defignat ion o f h i m thereunto by his fu rn i t u r e w i t h 
Spir i tual G i f t s , o f Knowledge , W i f d o m , U n d c r f t a n d i n g and 
utterance fo r Prayer and Preaching, w i t h other M i n i f t e r i a l 
Duties, i n fbme competent meafure. 

2 . C 0 MPASSION and love to the Flock,were g lor iouf ly 
eminent i n t\us great Shepherd of the Sheep. A f t e r other ev i ­
dences hereof, he gave them that f igna l conf i rmat ion in/^y/;^^ 
down hii Life for them. T h i s T e f t i m o n y o f his /ove he in f i f t s 
upon h i m f e l f , j f o / ' . 10, A n d herein a l fb his example ought to 
l ie continually before the eyes o f them w h o are called unto the 
Pafioral Office. T h e i r entrance f h o u l d be accompanied w i t h 
love to the Souls o f M e n ; and i f the difcharge o f their Off ice 
be not animated vvi th love unto their Flocks, Wolves or H i r e 
l ings , or Thieves they may be, but Shepherds they are n o t 
Ne i the r is the glory o f the G o l p e l - M i n i f t r y more l o f t or de­
faced i n any t h i n g , or by any means, than by the evidence that 

g iven among the m o f t , o f an inconformity unto Jefus C h r i f t 
i n their love unto the Flock- A l a s ! i t is fcarce once thought 
o f amons f t the rpof t o f t hem, w h o i n various degrees take 

^ upon 
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— t h e finaits o f i t ? 
?hTt evidence is given o f i t i n any k ind ? I t is w e l l , i f fome 

rnftead o f Tay^^^^ their o w n lives fo r them, d o n o t b y . n -

" T T H E R r ^ ^ J w l T i n t i s great Shepherd a . 
h / L ^ s over the rvhole Flock to keep i t , to preferve i t , to 

i ^ / ^ f i ^ a d andch^^^^^^ to p u r i f y and cleanfe i t , u n t i l i t b e 
p S n t e d unfpot ted unto God. H e doth ^^X^'P^f^f^^^^^^ 
he watereth his Vineyard every moment, keeps i t N i g h t and 
he wate ie tn ms v m X foofe th no th ing o f wha t is corn-
Day hat none g a y / l u i t i t^,^^ ^ fpeak not d i f t i n a i y o f pre-
" " ' " ^ i S L t i^ntoan ou tward call o n l y , but w i t h a 
'':^^^tf^<^QjL^l^^*i^^ and Duties w h i c h are required i n 
t r S ^ o f t h i T o f f i c e . A n d h e r e i n a l f o i s t h e L o r d C h r i f t 
t o be our example. A n d hereunto do belong, ^/).^onfiant 
Prayer fo r the Flock. ( 2 . ) Diligence i n the d i fpenfa t ion o t the 
W o r d , w i t h W i f d o m as unto T imes , Seafons, the itate ot the 
Flock i n genera l , their l i g h t Knowledge , Ways , W a l l i m g , 
I snorance , Tempta t ions , T r i a l s , Defef t ions , Weakneifes ot 
all forts . G r o w t h and Decays, &c. ( 3 . ) Perjonal Admonttton, 
Exhor ta t ion , Confola t ion , I n i l r u f t i o n , as their particular cales 
do require. ( 4 . ) A l l w i t h a defign to keep them from evil; and 
to prefent them without blame before C h r i f t Jelus at the great 
day. But thele and things o f the l ike nature, prefent ing them­
felves w i t h fome earneftnels unto m y m i n d , i lha l l at prefent 
d ikharge m y fe l f o f the thoughts o f them, hoping a more con­
venient place and feafbn to give them a larger T r e a t ; and ibme 
w h a t yet farther fha l l be fpoken o f t h e m i n the next Chapter. 

4 . ZJLAL for the Glory of God i n his w h o l e M i n i f t r y , and m, 
all the ends o f i t , had its cont inual refidencc i n the holy Soul o f 
the great Shepherd. Hence i t is declared i n an exprefflon i n t i ­
mat ing that i t was inexprejjible. The z.^al of thy Hoitfe hath 
eaten me up. T h i s alfo m u f t accompany the difcharge o f the 
Paftoral Ofice,^ or i t w i l l find no acceptance w i t h h i m . A n d 
the wan t o f i t , is one o f thofe things w h i c h hath filled the 
W o r l d w i t h a dead, faithlefs, f ru i t le fs M i n i f t r y . 

5> A a 
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^. A S he was abfblutely i n h i m f e l f Holy, Harmlefs, Vnde-
fled, fefarate from Sinners ; f b a con fo rmi ty un to h i m i n thef i ; 
th ings , and that i n fome degree of eminency above others, is re • 
qu i red i n them w h o are called un to this Office, 

A G A I N " , none can or may take this Office upon him, or d i f ­
charge the Duties o f i t , w h i c h are peculiarly its o w n , w i t l 
A u t h o r i t y , but he w h o is called and fet apart thereunto according. 
t o the m i n d o f Jefus C l i r i f l r . T h e cont inuat ion o f a l l C h u r c h 
Order and Pov/er, o f the regular A d m i n i f l r a t i o n o f all facrec 
Oi'dinances, yea, o f the very Being o f the C h u r c h as i t is Or­
ganic d , depends on this A f f e r t i o n . Some deny the continuatior 
o f the Office i t f e l f , and o f thofe Duties w h i c h are peculiar 
unto i t , as the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f the Sacraments. Some judge, 
that Pcrfons neither called nor fet apart unto this OiEce, may 
difcharge all the Duties and the who le W o r k o f i t ; fbme , that 
a temporary delegation o f Power unto any by the C h u r c h , is all 
the war ran ty is neceffary f o r the under taking and difcharge of 
this Off ice . M a n y have been the contefts about thefe things, 
occafioned by the ignorance and di fbrder ly affedions o f fbme 
Perfons. I lha l l br ief ly reprelent the T r u t h herein w i t h the 
Grounds o f _ i t ; and proceed to the confiderat ion o f the call i t 
f e l f , w h i c h is f b neceffary. 

I . C H R I S T h i m f e l f i n his o w n P e r f b n , and by his o w n 
A u t h o r i t y , was the A u t h o r o f this Off ice . H e gave i t , ap­
pointed i t , erected i t i n the C h u r c h , by v i r tue o f his Sove­
re ign Power and A u t h o r i t y , Ephef. 4 . n , 12. i Cor. 12. 28. 
As he gave, appointed, ordained an extraordinary Off ice of 
Apofllefhip \ f b he ordained, appointed and gave the ordinary 
Office o f Paflor (hip or Teaching . T h e y have both the fame 
D i v i n e Or ig ina l . 

X. H E appointed this Office for continuance, or to abide in the 
C h u r c h unto the confummat ion o f a l l things, Ephef. 4. i ^ . 
Matth. 28. 19. A n d therefore he took order by his Apoftles^ 
that fo r the continuat ion o f this Of f i ce , Paftors, Elders or 
Bijhops, f l i o u l d be called and ordained un to the care and d i f 
charge o f i t i n a l l Churches; w h i c h was done by them accor­
d ing ly , A£}. 14. 2 1 , 2^ . Chap. 20. 2 8 . 1 Tim. 3. 1,2. Tit. 1. "y. 
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— e n d o f the 
w n r l d and prefcdbed them then-Duty . i , .1 , • , 

O N this Office, and the d i fchargeof i t , he hatla laid the 

m ms N a m e ana oy ^ 2. 1, 2, 

^ i r k e r e o n a double ncceffity o f the c^/^^/W/^/^ o f this 
J : i r , ] p n r n H • F i r / f that w h i c h arifeth f r o m the/-re-

Off ice doth depend ^ecellary to the ChuJch, 
r t S e a ~ o f l V d ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ i t o w e s ^ o C h r i f t ; and 
on the account or tne . • . ^eans oi a l l the ends 

? n f ^ 1 n L d t i i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ c L r c h Wherefore, al though he 
r L ^ m d S feed Z Church in the WHda^nefs where i t is depri-
Z o f T l l oiJtward in f t i tu t ed means o f Fdihcat ion ; yet where 

tUs Office fails through its neM there is no th ing but diforder, 
confuf ion and d e f t r u d i o n , . that w i l l enfue the reon ; no pro-

Tf> n f Feeding or Edif icat ion. 
7 T H E Loix l C h r i f t hath g iven Ctfw;/?^»^.f unto the C h u r c h , 

fo r Obedience unto thofe w h o enjoy and exercife this Off ice 
amons them.' N o w all thefe Commands are needlefs a n d f u -
p S f l u o u s , nor can any obedience be yielded unto the L o r j 
O i d f t i n their obfervance, unlefs there be a continuation o f this 
Off ice A n d the Church lofeth as much i n Grace and privilege, 
as i t iofeth i n Commands. For i n obedience unto the C o m ­
mands o f C h r i f t , doth Grace i n i ts exerofe conhf t , i Tim. ^. 

'"^c T H I S Off ice is accompanied w i t h Ponder and Authority. 
w h i c h none can take or aifume to themfelves. A l l Pomr and 
Authority, whether i n things Spir i tual or Tempora l , w h i c h is not 
either founded i n the l a w o f Nature , or coUated by Div ine 
Ordinat ion, is U f u r p a t i o n and T y r a n n y . N o IVlancan o f h i m . 
fe l f take either Sword. T o invade an Of f ice w h i c h includes 
Power and A u t h o r i t y over others, is to d i f t u r b all R igh j . 
Natura l , D iv ine and C i v i l . T h a t f uch an A u t h o r i t y is includer 

.Mc n f f i r e . i<? evident, ( i . ) F r o m the »^/Kej afcribed nn 
IMatural, u i v i n e anti v^ivu. " " - ^ jr " 'uv-maed 
in this Off ice , is evident, ( i . ) F r o m the »;i/Kej afcribed 
^hem i n w h o m i t is vefted ; as Paftors, BiJJjops, Elders, Rulers 
i l l o f them requir ing o f i t . ( 2 . ) F t o m the Work prefcribec 
- — — — ' — J u o t a 
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unto t h e m , w h i c h Is feeding by Rule and Teaching. ( j . ^ F r o m 
the execution o f Church-Power i n Difcipline, or the exer­
cife o f the J(fys of the Kjngdom of Heaven commit ted un to 
t h e m . ( 4 J F i o m the Commands g iven fo r Obedience un to 
t hem w h i c h r e f p e d A u t l i o r i t y . (5-.) F r o m thei r appointment 
to be the means and inftruments o f exer t ing the A u t h o r i t y o f 
C h r i f l i n the C h u r c h , w h i c h can be done no other w a y . 

6. C H R I S T hath appointed a fianding Rule of the calling of 
Men unto this Office, as w e fha l l fee immedia te ly . But i f M e n 
may enter upon i t , and difcharge i t , w i t h o u t any iuch Call, 
that Ru le , w i t h the w a y o f the Call prefcribed, are altogether 
i n va in . A n d there can be no greater a f f ron t unto the A u t h o ­
r i t y o f C h r i f f i n his C h u r c h , than to a d i n i t , i n n e g l e d of , 
or oppof i t ion unto the i^«/e that he hath appointed fo r the exer 
cife o f Power i n i t . . , 

7- . T H E R E is an accountable 7 V « / c o m m i t t e d unto thofe 
who undertake this Of f ice . T h e w h o l e Flock, the M i n i f t r y 
i t fe l f , the T r u t h s o f the Gofpe l as to the prefervation o f t h e m 
a l l , are commit ted to t h e m . Col. 4 . 17. i Tim. 6. 20 . 2 Tim. 2. 
2, 16, 23, Aa. 20. 28. I Pet. 5. I , 2, 5 ,4 , 5. Heb. 15. i , , . 
They who muft give an account. N o t h i n g can be more w i c k e d 
or f o o l i f l i , than fo r a M a n to intrude himfclfinto a Truft, which 
is not commit ted unto h i m . T h e y are branded as prof l igate ly 
w i c k e d , w h o at tempt any fuch t h i n g among M e n , w h i c h can­
no t be done w i t h o u t impudent f a l f i f i c a t i o n : A n d w h a t f h a l l he 
be efteemed w h o intrudes himfelf in to the higheft Truft that any 
Creature is capable o f f i n the N a m e o f C h r i f t , and take upon 
h i m to give an account o f its difcharge at the l a f t day, w i t h o u t 
any divine call or war ran ty ? 

8. T H E R E are unto the difchargc o f this Off ice efpecial 
promifes granted and annexed o f prefent. Af l i f fances , and future, 
eiternal Rewards, Mmh. 28 . l y . i Pet. 5. 4. Either thefe pror 
mifes belong unto them w h o take this Off ice on themfelves 
without any Call, or they do not. I f they do not , then have 
they neither any efpecial affiftame i n their W o r k , nor can e x p e d 
any Reward o f their Labours. I f . i t be . l a id they have an 
in tcref t i n t h e m , then the . w o r f l o f M e n may obtain the 

I benefit 
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benefit o f divine fromifes, w i t h o u t any divine def ignat ion. 
o T H E general force o f the Rule, Heb. 5. 4- mcludesa p ro . 

h i b k i o n o f undertaking any facred Office ^ ^ ' ^ r rlto\TT:i^' 

L d fo the i n f t a - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ $ J ur^o the order o f Gods In i t i t u t ions , may be pleaded m 

W H O E V E R therefore ^^kes " ^ n 

^ ^ ^ ^ - r x / ^ r — ^ ^ ^ ^ y : ^ i 
f ' ^ Z : 1 o r a l T S ^ confuf ion ; interefts h i m f e l f i n an 
foundation o f all dxl j ^ ^ . j u „ t o h i m ; hath nopromi/e 

r r f f i anc? in? or R « W for his W o r k , but ingageth i n t h i t 
w h i c l i s d e f t r u a i v e o f al l Church-Order, and coniequently o f 
the verv Being o f the Church i t felf. 

I I Y E T there are three things that are to be annexed unto 
this A i f e r t i o n by w a y o f Limitation: As , ( i . ) M a n y things 
performed by vir tue o f Q^^e i n a way oi Authority m^y^ 
performed by others not called to O^^ce, i n a w a y o f C W 
Such are the moral Duties o f Exho r t i ng , A d m o n i i h i n g , C o m . 
f o r t i n g , I n i f r u a i n g and Praying w i t h , and fo r one another. 
^2 ^ Spiritual Gifts may be exercifed unto the Edif icat ion o f 
others, w i t h o u t OlKce-Power, where order and oppor tuni ty do 
require i t . But the conftant exerctje of f f j r n m l Gifts 
Breaching, w i t h a refufa l o f under taking a M i n i f t e r i a l Of f i ce , 
or w i t h o u t defign f o to do upon a l a w l u l C a l l , cannot be ap­
proved. ( ? . ) T h e Rules propofed concern only ordinary calbs, 
knd the ordinary ftate o f the Church ; extraordinary cafes are 
accompanied w i t h a war ran ty i n themfelves tor extraordinary 
A a i n g s and Duties. , „ r ; r»zr • 

l i . T H E M o f Perfbns unto the Paftoral Office is an A f t and 
D u t y o f the C h u r c h . I t is not an A d o f the political Magifrate, 
riot o f the Pope, not o f any ftngle Prelate, but ot the whole 
C h u r c h unto w h o m the L o r d C n r i f l : hath commi t ted the Kjys 
fif the kj»g<^^»* of Heaven. A n d indeed, a l though there be 
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great difFerences about the 4iature and manner o f the C a l l o f 
M e n un to this Office, yet none w h o underf tand ough t o f thefe 

[things, can deny, but that i t is an and D a f ; - o f the C h u r c h ; 
w h i c h the C h u r c h alone is impowered by C h r i f t to put f o r t h 
and exert. B u t this w i l l more f u l l y appear i n the confidcrat ion 
o f the nature and manner o f this Ca l l o f M e n un to the Paftoral 
Office, and the ad ings o f the C h u r c h therein. 

THE Call of perfons umo tha PaftorAI Office i n the C h u r c h 
k o n f i f t s o f T w o Parts. {i.J EleBion, {li) Ordinatioff, as i t is 
i commonly called, or facred Separation by F a f t i n g and Prayer. 
I A s unto the f o r m e r , Four things m u f t be enquired i n t o , 
( r . ) W h a t isprevioHS unto i t or preparatory fo r i t . ^ 2 . ) Wherein 
i t do th conf i f f . ( j . ) I t s ;?ece,^/'j, or the, demonif ra t ion o f i ts 
T r u t h and I n f t i t u t i o n . ( 4 . ) W h a t influence i t hath i n to the 
commit nic at ion o f PaftoralrOffice-Povoer unto a Paftor f b chofen. 

I . T H A T w h i c h is previous u^to.it, is, the Meetnefs of the 
Per fbn for his Office and Work, tha t is to be chofen. I t cap 
never be the D u t y o f the C h u r c h to call or choofe an unmeet, 
an unquaUficd, a n unprepared Perfon unto this Office. N o 
pretended necefl i ty, no o u t w a r d motives can enable or wan-ant 
i t f b to do, nor can i t by any outward acl, whatever the R u l e 
or Solemnity o f i t be, communicate Minifterial Authority un to 
Perfbns ut ter ly unqual i f ied for ,and uncapable o f the difcharge o f j 
the Paf tora l Off ice according unto the Ru le o f the Scripture. A n d 
this hath been one great means o f debafing the Miniftery, and 
a lmof t r u i n i n g the C h u r c h i t f e l f ; either by the negledt o f thofe 
w h o f u p p o f e themfelves ent ruf ted w i t h the whole power of Ordi-
nation, ox ]3y Impof i t ions on them by Secular Power, and Patrons 
of Livings as they are called, w i t h the ftated Regula t ion o f 
their Proceedings herein, by a d c f e d i v e L a w , whence there 
ha th not been a due regard unto the .antecedent preparatory 
Qualifications o f thofe w h o are called unto the M i n i f t r y . 

T W O ways is the Mf^^^e /} o f any one made k n o w n and to 
be judged of . ( i . ) By an evidence ^wcn of thQQu^alffi<^^^ions in 
h i m before-mentioned. T h e Church is not to call or choofe 
any one to Office w h o is not-known unto t h e m ; o f whofe f rame 
o f f p i r i t , and w a l k i n g , they have not had fome experience; 

I z not 


