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ment and U n d e r f t a n d i n g , their Temptat ions and Occafions 
and applies not h i m f e l f i n 'his M i n i f t r y to fcarch out what is 
necelTary and u fe fu i unto their Edification ; lie fights uncertainly 
i n his who le W o r k , as a M a n beating the Air. But , whereas 
their obUgation to attend wwto thcWord and Frayer^ confines 
them much unto a retirement for the greateft part o f their t ime 
they cannot by themlelves obtain that Acquaintance w i t h the 
whole Flock, but that others may greatly a f l i f t therein f r o m 
their daily I n l p e f l i o n , Converle and Oblervat ion. 

9. A N D i t is their D u t y tomset andconfult with thtTeachin^^ 
Elders^ about fuch things o f importance, as are to be propofed 
i n and unto the C h u r c h , for its confent and compliance. 
Hence, no th ing crude or indigcf ted , no th ing unfui ted to the 
fence and D u t y o f the Church , w i l l at any t ime be propofed 
therein, f b to give occafion unto contefts or janglings, difputcs 
contrary unto Order or Decency ; but al l things may be pre, 
fervcd i n a due regard unto the Gra'vity and Authority o f the 
Rulers . . 

T O take care o f the 6UQ Likrties o£ the C h u r c h , tha t 10. 

i 

they be not impofed on by any Diotrephes i n Off ice , or w i t h ­
out i t . 

1 1 . I T is incumbent on them i n times o f DiiBcult ies and Per 
fecution, to confult together with the other Elders concerning aL 
thole things w h i c h concern the prelent D u t y o f the Church 
f r o m t ime to t ime , and their prefervation f r o m violence, ac' 
cording unto the w i l l o f C h r i f t . 

12. W H E R E A S , there may be, and oft-t imes is but On^ 
Teaching-Elder, Pafior or Teacher i n a Church , upon his Death 
or Remova l , i t is the W o r k and D u t y o f thefe Elders, to pre-
ferve the Church i n Peace and \5n\t^ ; to take care o f the con­
t inuat ion o f its Aifemblies ; to prevent Irregularit ies i n any Per ' 
Ions or Parties among them ; to go before, to direct and 
guide the Church i n the Call and Choice o f fbaie other meet 
Perfon or Perfbns i n the room o f the dcceafed or removed. 

T H E S E few inftances have I given o f the W o r k and D u t v 
o f R u l i n g Elders. T i i e y are all of- them i i i ch as dcferve 
a greater enlargement i n their Declaration and Conf i rmat ion 



with t f j e Duty of Hlders. 

than I can here af ford unto them. A n d f u n d r y th ings o f the 
ike nature, efpccially w i t h r e fpe£ l unto Communiort w i t h other 

Churches and Synods: But w h a t ha th been fpoken is f u f f i c i -
ent unto m y prefent purpofe. A n d to man i fe f t that i t is f b , 
^ fhal l add the en fu ing Obfervations. 

1. A L L the things in f i f t ed on , do undoubtedly and u n q u e f t i 
onably belong unto the Ruk and Order appointed by C h r i f t 
i n hisChurch. The re is no one o f t hem, that is hable unto 
any j u f t Exception f r o m them by w h o m all Chu rch Order is not 
d i fp i f ed . Wherefore where there is a D e f e d i n them or any of 
them, the Church i t f e l f is defea ive as unto its o w n Edi f ica­
t i on . A n d where this D e f e d is great, i n many o f them, there 
can be no Btmty^ no Glory^ no Order i n any C h u r c h , but on-
y an ou tward I h e w and appearance o f them A n d that a l l 

thefe things do belong unto the D u t y o f thefe Elders, there 
needs no other Proof nor C o n f i r m a t i o n , but that they an u n ­
doubtedly and unquef t io i iably belong unto that Rule and U r 
der, w h i c h the L o r d C h r i f t hath appointed i n his Churcn , 
and w h i c h the Scripture t e f t i f i e th unto , both m general and 
particular. For all the things w h i c h belong unto t l ie L^uie 
o f the C h u r c h , are commit ted to the care o f the Rulers o i 
the Church . , , 

2. I T is a va in Apprehenf ion to fuppofe t l ia t one or two 
Teach4 ohcerTlli a Church , w h o are obliged fo gr.e the^-
\fdves LZhe Word W Prayer, to Ubour mth all he^ m^£^ 
i^ the Word and DoStrine, to f reach and o'^t of feajo^ . that 
is, at all t imes, on all o p p o - n . ^ ^ ^ ^ 

:heii 

= T n d ^ r r m i r n s r w i t l - t a d r y other Duties, i n par t 
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W e G 4 i « / . ^ ; . . by W o r d and W r i t i n g , plea(^^^^^ 
t o a f f i f t a n i ^ g u i d c \ h e C o n f c ^ n c e s ot al , u^^^^^ 
Ptations and Defertions, w i t h fund ry o^her I J "^ , v^^^ 
fpoken to before, fliould be able to take ^^ ' '^ f ' ^ belong 
mth DUtgence unto all thefe things .^^^^^J^ Churches 
unto the Rule o f the Church . A n d hence t is, *:"ac 
at this day do li.e on the P - ^ ^ ^ ^ t l y vdue, ' a d a r r v ^ ^ ^ i 
w o r k o f their Paftor, w h i c h they gieatiy vaiu , y 
l i t t l e fenfible o f the W i f d o m , Goodneis, Love ^ ^ d Caie ot 
C h r i f t i n the I n f t i t u t i o n o f this Ru le m the C h u r c l i , nor arc 
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partakers o f the Scnehts ot i t un to their Edif ica t ion. A n d the 
lupp ly w h i c h many have made hi ther to herein, by perfons ei... 
ther unacquainted w i t l i their D u t y , or infenfible o f their o w a 
A u t h o r i t y , or cold i f not negligent i n their W o r k , doth not 
anfwer the end o f their I n f t i t u t i o n . A n d hence i t is that the 
Authority of Gcrvernmtnt and the Benefit o f i t , are ready to be 
l o f t in mo l t Churches. A n d i t is bo th va in ly and p r e f u m p t u -
ouf ly pleaded, to give countenance unto a neglef t of thcu- Or­
der, that fome Qhurchts do w a l k i n L o v e and Peace, and are 
Edif ied w i t h o u t i t ; f u p p l y i n g fome defef ts by the frudtm Ail 
o f fome Members o f them. For i t is no th ing but a prefe­
rence o f our o w n W i f d o m unto the W i f d o m and A u t h o r i t y 
o f C h r i f l : ; or at beft an unwi l l ingne ls t o make a venture o a 
the warran ty o f his R« / e , for fear o f fome difadvantages that 
may enfue thereon. 

3. W H E R E A S f u n d r y o f the Duties before-mentioned, 
are, as unto the fubftance o f t hem, required o f the Members 
of \he Churchj i n their leveral ftations, w i t h o u t any elpccial 
0*bligati«n to attend unto t hem with Diligeme\ to look after 
them, or prver to Exercife any A u t h o r i t y i n the diicharge o f 
t hem, to leave them f r o m under the Office-Care o f the E l ­
ders, is to let i n C o n f u f f o n and Di fbrder in to the C h u r c h , 
and gradually to remove the whole advantage o f the Difci^ 
f line of Chrift, as i t is come to pafs i n many Churches al­
ready. 

I T is therefore Evident , tha t neither the Furity, nor the 
Order^ nor the Beauty or Glory o f the Churches o f Chrifi, nor 
the Reprefentat ion o f his o w n Majtfiy and Authority i n the 
Government o f them, can be long preferved w i t h o u t a Mul-
tiflication of Elders i n t h e m , according to the p ropor t i ­
o n o f t l ie i r r e fped ive M e m b e r s , f o r their R u l e and G u i ­
dance. A n d f o r w a n t hereof have Churches o f old and o f 
la te , either degenerated in to Anarchy and C o n f u f i o n , their 
f d f Rule being managed w i t h va in Difputes and Janglings 
unto their D i v i f i o n and R u i n e ; or elfe given up themielves 
un to the Domination o f Ibme Prelatical Teachers, to Ru le 
Jsheni at t l ie i r p ieafure , w h i d i proved the bane and poi fon 



o f all the Primitive Churches j and they w i l l and m u f t do 
i n the neglect o f this Order f o r the Future . 

Uf Veacons7 

C H A R I X , 

Of D E A C O N S . 

TH E Original Infiitution, Nature and V f e o f the OfHcc 
o f Deacons i n the C h u r c h , are lb w e l l k n o w n , as that 
w e need not m u c h i n f i f t upon them. N o r fliall I 

treat o f the Name w h i c h is common unto any k i n d o f M i n i -
ftry C i v i l or Sacred ; bu t fpeak o f i t as i t is appropriated un­
to that efpecial W o r k fo r w h i c h this Off ice was ordained. 

T h e remote foundat ion o f i t l ie th i n that o f our Saviour. 
The poor you have always vnth yoity Joh. 12. 8. H e doth not 
only /orere / , T h a t f u c h there f h o u l d be i n the Church , but 
recommends thQ care them rvho fhould be fo, unto the Church . 
For he maketh ufe of the words o f the L a w , Deut. i 1 
For the poor (hall never ceafe out of the Land ; therefore I com-
*»md thee, faying. Thou (bait open thy hand mde unto thy Bro­
ther, to thy poof J and to thy needy. T h i s Legal I n f t i t u t i o n , 
founded i n the L a w o f xMature, do th the L o r d t h r i f t by his 
A u t h o r i t y transferr and tranflate unto the ufe o f Gofpel Churches 

' T N ^ D ' ! : S obferved, that at the fame in f t an t Hypocr i f i e 
and Avarice began to attempt their Advantage on the conf i -
deration o f this Provi f ion for the Poor, w h i c h they afterwards 
effeded unto their fafety. For on the pretence hereof, Junas 
immediately condemned an eminent Duty towards the ./'eryo^ 
of Chrisi, as containing a cofl i n i t , w h i c h migh t have been 
better laid out i n Provi f ion fo r the Poor: T h e 0 / « ^ pour­
ed on our Saviour he thought m i g h t have been lo ld tor 1 hrte 
hundred pence ( i t may be about Fo r ty or F i f t y P o u n d ) and 
given to the Poor, But this he [aid, mt that he cared for the 

. A a 2 



'eacons. 

Poor httt kcauje he was a Thkfandhad the Bag ; out o f w h i c h he 
rould have made a good prey unto h imfe l f , Job. 12. 6. A n d i t 
mav beobferved, that al though Judas mal i t iouf ly began this 
m u r m u r i n g • yet at l a f t fome o f the other Difciples were too 
credulous o f his inf inuat ion , feeing the other EvangeUfts, afcribe 
i t to them alfo. But the fame pretence, on the fame grounds, 
i n f o l l o w i n g Ages 'was turned unto the greateft advantage o f 
Hypocrlfy and Covttoufmfs that ever was i n the W o r l d . For 
under this pretence of providing for the Poor, the lljieves who 
had got the Bag, that is the R u l i n g part o f the Cle rgy , w i t h the 
Friths Friars and Monks w h o fcrved them, al lowed M e n i n 
the nealea o f the greateft and m o f t impor tant Duties o f R e l i -
s ion towards C h r i f t h imfe l f , fo as that they w o u l d ^^ .̂e al/that 
they had to the Poor ; not that they cared for the Poor,but becaufe 
they were Thieves, and had the Bag; by w h i c h means they 
pofleffed themfelves o f the greateft part o f the Wea l th o f the 
Nat ions p ro fc f f ing C h r i f t i a n Re l ig ion . T h i s was their com-
pliance w i t h the C o m m a n d o f C h r i f t ; w h i c h they equally 
made u f e o f i n other things. 

T H I S Foundation o f their OiBce was farther raifed by the 
Preaching o f the Gofpe l among the Poor. M a n y o f them w h o 
firft received i t , were o f that ftate and condit ion as the Scri­
pture every where t c f t i f i e th . The Poor are E'uangeliz,ed, 
Matth. 1 1 . 5. God hath chofen the Poor, Jam. 2. 5. A n d fo i t 
was i n the Firfl Ages of the Church; where the Provi f ion 
fo r them was one o f the m o f t eminent Graces and Duties 
o f the Church i n thofe days. A n d this w a y became the Ori 
ginal Propagation o f the Gofpe l . For i t was made mani fe f t 
thereby, that the Do^rine and Profef t ion o f i t was not a matter 
o f W o r l d l y D e f i g n or A d v a n t a g e ; God alio declared therein 
o f h o w l i t t l e efteem w i t h h i m the Riches o f this W o r l d are • 
and a l fb P rov i f ion was made fo r the exercife o f the Grace o f the 
R i c h i n their Supply, the on ly w a y whereby they may G l o r i f y 
God w i t h their Subftance. A n d i t were w e l l i f all Churches 
and all the Members o f t hem w o u l d w i f e l y confider h o w emi* 
nent is this Grace, h o w excellent is this D u t y , o f making Pro. 
•vifton for tk Poor, h o w m u c h the Glo ry o f C h r i f t and Honour 
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o f the Golpel are concerned herein. For , whereas fo r the moIF 
part i t is looked on as an ordimry Work to be performed t r a n f i -
e j i t ly and cur iouf ly , fcarce deferving any o f the t ime w h i c h is 
allotted unto the Churches publ ick Service and Duties, i t is 
mdeed one o f the m o f t eminent Duties o f C h r i f t i a n Societies, 
wherein the pr incipal exercile o f the Suond Evangelical Graccy 
namely Lo'^.e, doth conf i f t . 

T H E care o f m a k i n g Prov i f ion fo r the Poor being made i n 
the Church an I n f t i t u t i o n o f C h r i f t , was naturally incumbent 
on them vjho V^QXQ thQ Firfi only Officers of the Church, that is, 
tlie Jpojtks. T h i s is plain f r o m the occalion o f the I n f t i t u t i o n 
o f the Off ice o f the Deacons, ACt. 6. T h e whole W o r k and 
Care o f the Church being i n their hands, i t was impof l i b l e 
that they fhou ld attend unto the whole and all the parts o f i t 
i n any manner. Whereas therefore they gave themfelves, ac­
cording to their D u t y , m o f t l y unto thofe parts o f their W o r k , 
w h i c h were incomparably more excellent and neceffary than 
the other, namely Preaching of the Word and Prayer ; there 
was fuch a defeO: i n this other part o f m i n i f t r a t i o n unto the 
Poor, as m u f t unavoidably accompany the af t ings o f humane 
nature, not abl^* to apply i t f e l f conf tant ly unto things o f 
diverfe natures at the fame t ime. A n d hereon thole w h o were 
concerned qu ick ly , as the manner o f all is, exprelTed their re-
ientment o f a mgkB i n fomewhat an undue Order ; there was 
^ 'Murmuring about it, Ver . i . T h e Apoft les . hereon declared 
that the pr incipal part o f the W o r k . o f the M i n i f t r y m the 
Church , namelv t\\Q Word and Prayer, was fu f f i c i en t for them 
conftantly to attend unto. Af te rwards indeed M e n began to 
t h i n k thaVthey could do . / / i n the Church themfelves, but i t 
was when they began to do nothing i n a f e^"^^^"^ -̂; p ^ f 
whereas the Apoft les chofe, as their D u t y , the W o r k o f P̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
and Preaching, as that w h i c h they w o u l d and ought en^^je y 
give up themlelves unto, and for the fake o f tha W o r k wo^^^^^ 
depofite the care o f other things on other hands, h e y ^ 
ftrange k ind o f Succeifors unto them, w h o lay afide that W o r k 
wh ich they determined to belong unto them principally and m 
the firft place, to apply themfelves unto any t h i n g eUe whatever. 
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Y E T d id not the Apoflles hereon ut ter ly forgo the care o f 
woviding for the Poor w h i c h being or iginal ly conimit ted unto 
•hem by Jefus C h r i f t , they w o u l d not diveft thcmfehts w h o l l y 
of i t . Bu t by the D i r e a i o n o f the H o l y G h o f t they provided 
uch affif tance i n the W o r k , as that f o r the fu tu re i t m i g h t re-
mi re no more o f their t ime or pains but w h a t they Ihould fpare 
torn their pr incipal Employmen t . A n d the fanie care is ftiU 
ncumben ton the ordmary Pafiors and £ / ^ e r . o f the Churches, 

fo far as the execution o f i t do th not interfere w i t h their p r m . 
Cipal W o r k and D u t y , f r o m w h i c h thofe w h o underftand i t 
a r i2ht can fpare but l i t t le o f their t ime and ftrength 

I E R E O N the Apof t l c s , by the A u t h o r i t y of C h r i f t and 
d i r e a i o n o f the H o l y Spi r i t , under w h o f e Infa l l ib le Guidance 
thev were i n all the general concernments o f the C h u r c h , I n -
ftitutcd the Office of Deacons, fo r the difcharge o f this neceffary 
and impor tan t D u t y in the C h u r c h , w h i c h they could not at , 
tend unto themfelves. A n d whereas the L o r d C h r i l t had i n 
an efpecial manner commit ted the care of the Poor unto the 
Difcfples, there was n o w a declaration o f his M i n d and W i l l , 
i n rvhat way and by w h a t means he w o u l d have them provided 

A N D I t was the Injtitution of a new Office, and not a prelent 
Tupply i n a Work or Bufinefs w l i i c h they deligned. For the l i ­
m i t a t i on o f an efpecial Ecclefiaftical W o r k , w i t h the Defigna-
t i o n o f Perfons unto that W o r k , w i t h A u t h o r i t y for the dif-
charge o f i t , ifet over-thU buftnefs) w i t h a (eparation unto i t , 
do complcatly conf t i tu te an Office, nor is there any t h i n g more 
required thereunto. 

B U T whereas there are three things that concurr and arc 
required un to the miniflration unto the Poor of the Church. 
( i . ) T h e Love, C h a r i t y , Bounty and Benevolence o f the 
Members o f the C h u r c h , i n contr ibut ion unto t l ia t min i f t r a t i on . 
( 2 . ) T h e care and ovcr f igh t o f the diicharge o f i t . A n d ' 
( 5 . ) T h e actual Exercife and Appl ica t ion o f i t ; the la f t only 
belongs unto the Off ice o f the Deacons, and neither o f the l i r l t 
are difcharged by the Infiitution o f i t . For the firft is both a 
D u t y o f the L i g h t and L a w o f Na tu re , and i n its mora l part 
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enforced by many e f p x i a l Commands o f C h r i f t ; l(b as that 
can abfolve M e n f r o m their obhgation thereunto. 

1 lie Office and W o r k o f the Deacons is t o excite, diredb and 
Help them i n the exercife o f that Grace, and difcharge o f the 
i^uty therein incumbent on them. N o r is any M a n , by the en-
t r u i t m g a due proport ion o f his good things i n the hands o f t i ie 
Deacons for its d i f t r i b u t i o n , ablbived thereby from his o w n 
ferjonal difcharge o f i t a l io . For i t being a mora l D u t y re-
qi^^iircd i n the L a w o f Na tu re , i t receiveth peculiar obligations-
unto a prcfent cxercife by fuch Circuraftances as Na ture and 
rrovidencc do fuggef t : T h e care al io o f the who le W o r k is as 
v^as faid , f t i l l incumbent on the Paflors and Eld£rs o f the 
Church ; on ly the ordinary Execution is commi t t ed unto the 
Fieacons. 

N O R was this a Temporary Inftitution f o r that feafon, and 
10 the Officers appointed Extraordinary; but was to abide i n 
the Church throughout al l Generations. For , ( r . ) T h e Work 
i t f d f as a d i f t i n d w o r k o f M i n i f t r y i n the C h u r c h , was ne^ 
ver to cealb, i t was to abide fo r ever ; The Poor you jhall have 
altvays with you. ( 2 . ) T h e Reafoft of its Jnfiitution is perpetu­
a l ; namely, that the Paftors o f the Churches are not f u f f i c i -

F ^ t i n themfelves to attend unto the whole w o r k o f Prmg, 
{Preaching, and thi^ Minifiration. ( 3 . ) T h e y are afterwards noc 
only i n this Chu rch at "Jerufalem, but i n all the Churches o t 
the Gentiles reckoned among the fixed Officers o f the C h u r c h , 
Phil. I . I ^ n d , ( 4 . ) DircHion is g iven for their Contmu-
^ ^ w ^ i n a l l ' c h u r c h e s , w i t h a prefcr ipt ion o f the (^a l i f i ca t ions 
o f the perfon to be Chofen and called in to this Of f i ce , i Ttm. 
^ 8 , 1 0 , x ? " u \ T h e way o f their Ca l l is diredted, and an 
O i ^ c e c o i U ; t t e ^ ^ i I ^ h e m , ' l e . them hejrft proved then k^ 
them ufe the Office of a Deacon. ( 6 . ) A P ^ m i f t o f Accept 
ance is annexed unto the di l igent difcharge of this u m ^ c , 
Vtrf. I ^, , 

H E N C E thofe w h o af te rward ut ter ly perverted all Chu rch 
Order, t ak ing out o f the hands and care o f the De^f^^^, tha t 
w o r k w h i c h was commit ted to them by the H o l y G h o f t i n 
slie Apoft les , and fo r w h i c h E n d alone, their Off ice was l n -
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ftituted i n the Church , a f f ign ing other W o r k unto them 
virhereunto they are not called nor appomtcd ; yet thou^rht 
meet to continue the Name and the pretence o f fuch an Office 
becaufe o f the evident I n f t i t u t i o n o f i t , unto a Continuation* 
A n d whereas when all things were f w e l l i n g w i t h Pride and 
A m b i t i o n i n the Church , no fo r t o f its Oiiiccrs contenting 
themfelves w i t h their P r imi t ive I n f t i t u t i o n ; but ftriving by 
various degrees to fome-what i n N a m e and T h i n g , that was 
h i g h and a- lof t , there arole f r o m the N a m e o f this Office the 
Meteor o f an Archdeacon, w i t h ftrange Power and A u t h o r i t y 
never heard o f i n the Church for many Ages : But this be-
lonc^s unto the M y f t e r y o f I n i q u i t y ; whercunto neither the 
Scripture nor the Praf t icc o f the Pr imi t ive Churches do give 
the leaft countenance. But fbme t h i n k i t not inconvenient 
even to (jort themfelves i n matter o f C h u r c h Order and Con-
ftitutions. 

T H I S Off ice o f Deacons, is an Of f ice o f l e rv ice , w h i c h 
gives not any A u t h o r i t y or Power i n the Rule o f the Church . 
Bu t being an Of f ice , i t gives A u t h o r i t y w i t h r e f p e d unto the 
Ipecial W o r k o f i t under a general not ion o f A u t h o r i t y ; that is, 
a R i g h t to attend unto i t i n a peculiar manner, and to per form 
the things that belong thereunto. But this R i g h t is confined 
un to the particular C h u r c h whereunto they do belong. O f the 
Members o f that C h u r c h are they "to make their Col le f t ions 
and un to the Members o f that Chu rch are they to A d m i n i f t e r ! 
Extraordinary ColleElions f r o m , or for other Churches, are to 
be made and difpofed by the Elders, Acts 1 1 . ^o. 

W H E R E A S , the Realbn o f the I n f t i t u t i o n o f th i s 'Off ice 
was i n general to free the Paftors o f the Churches w h o labour 
i n the W o r d and D o £ f r i n e f r o m Avocations by ou twa rd things 
filch as where in the Church is concerned; i t belongs unto ^ i c 
Deacons not on ly to take care o f and provide for the Poor b^^ 
to manage al l other Affairs o f the Church o f the fame k ind 
f u c h as are p r o v i d i n g fo r the place o f the Church-AfTemblies 
o f the Elements fo r the Sacraments, o f Keeping, C o l l e a i n e and 
D i f p o f i n g o f the Stock of the Church, fo r the maintenance o f itq 
Off icers , and incidencies, efpecially i n the t ime o f Trouble or 

Pcrfecutinn^ 
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Perlecution. Hereon are they obhged to attend the E/ders o n 
all occafions, to pe r fo rm the D u t y o f the C h u r c h towards t h e m , 
and receive directions f r o m them. T h i s was the conf tant 
ptatt ice o f the C h u r c h i n the P r imi t i ve T i m e s , u n t i l the A v a ­
rice and A m b i t i o n o f the Superior C l e rgy enclofed all Jims 
and Donations unto themielves; the Beginning and Progrefs 
whereof is excellently defcribed and traced by Panlus Sharpius, 

his Treatile o f matters Benefciary. 
T H A T maintenance o f the Poor w h i c h they are to d i f t r i -

bute, is to be col leded by the voluntary Contributions of the 
Church, to be made ord inar i ly every ijrft Day of the Week, and 
as occafion fliall require i n an extraordinary manner, i Cor. 16. 
I , 2. A n d this C o n t r i b u t i o n o f the Church ought to be, 
( i . ) I n a w a y o f Bounty, not fpa r ing ly , 2 Cor. 9. 5, 6 , 7 . 
( 2 . ) I n a w a y Equality, as unto Mens Abi l i t ies , 2 C V . 8. 
?3 ' 14- ( ? . ) W i t h r e lpea unto prefent Succelfes and f h r i v r n g 
W Affa i r s , whereof a Por t ion is due to God ; as God hath pro-
fp^red him, 1 Cor. 16. z. ( 4 . ) W i t h wilHngnefs ^x\6. f reedom, 
2- ^or. 8. 12. Chap . 7. Wherefore i t belongs unto the Deacons 
i n the Dilcharge o f their Of f i ce , ( i . ) T o acquaint the C h u r c h 
w i t h the prefent neceffity o f the Poor. T o ftir up the par­
ticular Mf 'mbers o f i t unto a free Con t r ibu t ion accordmg unto 
their A b i l i t y ( 3 . ) T o admon i f l i thofe that are negligent 
herein, w h o give not according to their p r o p o r t i o n ; and to 
acquaint the Elders o f the C h u r c h w i t h thofe w h o per i i l t m a 

o f the state o f the Poor - o ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
the Contr ibut ions o f the Church are to be mmi r t ed, b^^^^^^^ 
unto the dilcharge o f this Off ice . As , 0 J X'fK^^^l^^^^ 
Poor indeed, and do not pretend themfelves i o t o be, f o ' - f l ^ ^ ^ 

tage. ( 2 0 V h l t t e t h e W - o f ^ ' - ^ - ma^ h a f e 
unto their Relations and Circumftances, that they m y 
fuitable Supplies. ( , . ) T h a t inothei- thinss 
unto R u e. (A ^ Tn oarticu ar that they n orK an 
cording to theh- A ^ l i t y for he that w i l l not labour m u f t not 
eat at the pubUclf £ g e . ( 5 - ) T o C o m f o r t , C o u n f e l a n d 
Exhor t them unto P^knce, Submif f ion , Contentment w i t h 
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their Cond i t i on , and T h a n k f u l n e f t ; a l l w h i c h m i g h t be en. 
larged and conf i rmed, but that they are obvious, 

T H E Qualifications o f Perfbns to be called unto this Off ice 
are d i f t i n d l y laid d o w n by the A p o f t l e , i Tim. ^ 8, 9, 
I I , 12, 15. U p o n the T r i a l , Knowledge and A p p r o b a t i o n ! 
o f t hem, w i t h r e fpe£ t unto thefe Qualifications, their Cal l to • 
this Office confi f ts . ( i . ) I n the choice of the Church . ( 2 . ) 
sifeparatioff unto i t by Prayer and I m p o f i t i o n o f Hands, J f f , 
5, 5 , 6 . A n d the A d j u n Q s o f their m i n i l l r a t i o n are, ( i . ) ^ e r l 
cjf to reprefent the tendernefs o f C h r i f t towards the Poor o f the 
F lock , K o w . i z . 8. (jz.^ Cheerfidmfs to relieve the Spirits o f 
them that receive againf t thoughts o f being troublefbme and 
burdenfbme to others- ( 5 . ) Diligence and Faithfulnels by w h i c h 
they puri^hafe to themfelves agood Degree^ and great holdnefs i„ 
the Faith which is in Chrifi Jefus. 
, I T remains on ly that w e enquire in to fbme f e w things tela* 

t i n g unto this Off ice , and thofe that are called unto i t . A s , 
I , W H A T is the meaning o f the A p o f t l e , where he a f f i rms 

that the Deacons i n the Difcharge o f their Of f i ce , p^s^v {MIO^ 
laixor Tnexmiivlttfy I Tim. 5 . 1 J. Dopiirchafe or procure tinto them-
felves a good Degree. B«d^V is a Step, a Degree, a Seat a l i t t l e 
Exal ted , and Metaphor ica l ly i t is applied to denote D i g n i t y and 
A u t h o r i t y . T h i s good Degree, w h i c h Deacons may obtain , is 
i n the judgment o f m o f t the Off ice o f Presbytery. T h i s they 
ha l l be promoted unto i n the C h u r c h . F r o m Deaconsthey f h a l l 
DC made Presbyters. I cannot comply w i t h this Interpretat ion 

o f the Words . For , ( i . ) T h e Of f ice o f Presbytery is called 
i&Kiv ^y>v, a good Work, no where Y^KU /3*9/«V, a good Decree 
( 2 . ; T h e difterence between a Deacon and a Presbyter is not i n 
Degree, but i n Order. A Deacon made a Presbyter is not ad. 
vanced unto a fu r the r Degree i n his otv» Order ; but leaves i t 
•or another. (:}.J T h e d i l igent difchargc o f the W o r k o f a 
Deacon, is not a due preparation fo r the Off ice o f the P^e-

fbyter^, but an hinderance o f i t ; f o r i t lies w h o l l y i n the 
•p rov id ing and d i fpo fa l o f Ea r th ly things, i n a f e rv ing o f the 

Tables o f the Church , and thofe private o f the Poor : B u t 
preparation for the Minifirj confif ts i n a Mans g i v i n g h ' imfel f 
un to Study^ Prayer and M e d i t a t i o n . x S H A L L 



eacons. 

I S H A L L on ly give m y conjecture o n the Words , the A p o 
ftle feems to me to have r e f p e d un to Church-Order , w i t h 
Decency therein, i n both thele Exprcf l ions , fhdl f urchafeto 
themfehes a good Degree, and great confidence in the Faith: B*9MO\ 

is o f the fame f ign i f i ca t ion w i t h Ba9^V, w h i c h is a Seat raifed i n 
an A f f e m b l y to hear or fpeak. So f a i t h the Scho/. on Sophoc. Oed. 

The place where the Ajfembly (o r C h u r c h ) met, was divided 
round about with Seats in Degrees, fome above others, where all that 
^et wight without trouble hear him that flood in the midjl as they 
fate. A n d countenance is g iven hereunto by w h a t is obferved 
concerning the c u f t o m o f fitting in the Jervijb Synagogues. So 
Ambrofe ; Traditio ejt Synagogue, ut fedentes^ difputarent, Siniores 
dignitate inCathedris, fubftquentes in fubfelliis, novijjimi inpavi-
fnento; It is the Tradition or Order of the Synogogue, that the 

\ Elders in Dignity (o r 0&iCQ) jhould difcourfe fitting in Chairs f'the 
' next Order on Forms or Benches,and the lafi on the Floor. So fpeaks 

Philo before h i m ; M U^k dtpimtJUivai lim nKwAf h Tv^ictv •v«7o 'Bfinr-
ev7̂ £9/f xjo? y^9l^/ov3, whenwemeet in facred places, places o f D i v i n e 
W o r l h i p , the younger fort according to their Quality fit in Orders 
under the Elders. A n d this James the A p o l f l e hath r e l p e a 
unto i n the P r imi t ive Alfemblies o f thQ Chrifiian Jews. Fo r 
reproving their part iahty i n accepting o f Mens Perfons, pre­
fe r r ing The R i c h immoderately before the Poor, he mltancet l i 
i n their d i f p o f i n g o f them unto Seats i n their Aifembhes. They 
faid unto the Rkh Man, ^ ^^^ZJ. .J^K^^, fit thou here tn a good 
place ; that is i n /.^Op, \^ t\^^ befi degree' / " f ^^^^^^^ 
fland thou thereon the floor, or fit at mj foot-fiool, w thout re 
f p e d unto tho feo the rOua l i f i ca t ionswhereby they were to De 

d i f t i n g u i f l i e d . WherefoTe, the A p o f t l e having relpet t unto 
Churc l i -Alfembl ies , and the Order to be obferved i n them, tne 
-̂*Aâ 3*9^V here intended, may fignifie "^°r^ ? 

fome eminency in the Church-Affemblies, w h i c h is due u n t o l u c h 
Deacons, wl ic re w i t h boldnefs and confidence they may a l f i f t m 
the management o f the Affai rs o f the Church , w h i c h belongs 
unto the Profc l f ion o f the Fai th w h i c l i is m C h r i l t Jelus. 
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I F any ftiall rather t h i n k that bo th o f the Expref l ions do 
f j s n i f y an encreafe in Gifts mcL Grace, w h i c h is a certain confe-
nuence o f Mens f a i t h f u l difcharge o f their OlEce i n the Church , 
where in many Deacons o f o ld were eminent unto M a r t y r d o m , 
I f l i a l l not contend againft i t . 

2. W H E R E A S there are Qualifications exprefly required i n 
the Wives of Deacons, as that they fhou ld he grave, not Jlande-
rers, fober, faithful in all things, i Tim. 3 . 1 2 . w h i c h is to be 
confidered before their call to O f t i c e ; f uppo f ing that any o f 
them do fa l l f r o m the Fai th as becoming Fapifls, Socinians, or 
Quahrs, whether their Husbands may be continued i n their 
OiHce •* 

j n f . I . H E w h o i n his o w n Perfbn f a i t h f u l l y di lchargeth 
his Off ice , may be continued therein, yea, though his W i f e 
fhou ld be a f tua l l y Excommunicated out o f the Church. Every 
One of us mufi give an account of himfelf unto the Lord. H e re-
je f t s us not f o r w h a t w e cannot remedy. T h e finning Perfbn 
f h a l l bear his o w n judgment . ( 2 . ) Such an one ought to take 
care, by v i r tue o f his Authority as an Husband, that as l i t t l e 
offence as pofTible may be given to the Church by his W i f e , 
w h e n f i l e loleth the qualif icat ion of not being a Jlanderer, w h i c h 
is infeparable f r o m fuch Afoftates. 

MAT a Deacon be difmiffedfrom his Office wholly, after he 
hath been folemnly fet apart unto it by Prayer^. 

AKf. I . T H E very end o f the Off ice being only the conve­
nience of the Church and its accommodation, the continuation of! 
M e n i n this Off ice is to be regulated by them. A n d i f the Church 
at any t ime ftand no t i n need o f the M i n i f t r y o f this or that Per-
Ibn , they may, upon his defire, difcharge h i m of his Off ice] 
( 2 . ) T h i n g s may f o fa l l out w i t h M e n , as unto their ou tward 
circumftances, w i t h r e f p e d unto either their Perfbns i n Bodi ly 
Dif tempers and I n f i r m i t i e s , or their C o n d i t i o n i n the W o r l d as 
that they are not able any longer to attend unto the due difcha'rtre 
o f this Off ice ; i n w h i c h cafe they ought to be re leafed. (^YA 
M a n may be fo lemnly fet apart unto a W o r k and D u t y by P r a v ^ 

for a limited Seafon, fuppofe f o r a year o n l y ; wherefore this 
do th not hinder but that a M a n on j u f t Reafbns may b i ' d i m i f f e d 

I 
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at any t ime f r o m his Of i i ce , t hough he be f o f e t apart un to i t . | 
C^J A De4co» by unfai thfulnefs and other offences, may forfe i t* 
his Off ice , and b e ) u f t l y excluded f r o m i t , l o f m g all his R i g h t i 
un to i t and In teref t i n i t , and therefore on j u f t Reafons may be^ 
d i fmi l f ed w h o l l y f r o m i t . ( 5 . ) For any one to dejert his Office 
th rough forwardncfs , covetoulhefs, floth or negligence, is an, 
offence and icandal w h i c h the C h u r c h ought to take notice o f i 
( 6 . ) He w h o defires a d i f m i f f i o n f r o m his Of f i ce , ought to give! 
an account o f his defires and the Reafons o f them unto the 1 
Church , that the M i n i f t r y w h i c h he held may be duly f u p -
pUed, and love continued between h i m and the Church . 

4 . HOW many Deacons may there be in one Congregation ? 
Anf. AS many as they ftand i n need of , f o r the ends o f that 

M i n i f t r y ; and they may be at all times encreafed, as theState 
o f the Church do th requi re ; and i t is meet that there f h o u l d 
always be fo many, as that none o f the Poor be negletted i n the 
daily M i n i f t r a t i o n , nor the W o r k be made burdeniome unto 

themfelves. , 1 m / ' 
I, 'i- WHAT is the Duty of the Deacons towards the tlders of 
\the Church •* . • ' 
' Anf W H E R E A S the care o f the whole Church i n al l i ts | 
concernments is pr incipal ly commi t t ed unto the Paltors, 
Teachers and Elders, i t is the D u t y o f the Deacons m the 
difcharg ' o f their Of f i ce , ( i . ) T o - r / " ' ^ V T h e X o r ! 
t ime v ^ ^ h the ftate o f the C h u r c ^ and ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
fo far oc ;^ f a l k nnder their InfpeCtion. (2..) T o leek and taKe 

d . e l ? d l c e b ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Off ice . r s J T o be a f f i f t i n g unto them m all the ou tward con 

r ^ t ^ ' ^ s Vreach the Word W ^ ^ n ^ 
\tively by virtue of their Office? n f f i r e Is in f t i tu ted , 6 . 

Anf M T H - E Deacons, w h o f e Office is n l t i t u ^ ^^^^^ 

and whofe Qualifications are fixed, i ^''^.^'y.^.^^i.on o f their 
c^ Mimftcr^al Po.er i n thefe things. ™ f ^ ^ ' . ^ d m i t o f a n y 
Off ice , W o r k and Power, is fo expicls, as w m nu j 
debate, f . J Perfons once - " ^ ^ ^ ^ 
i n an extraordinary manner, may at preieut j 
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then, they cannot be n o w authorized thereunto by vrtue o f 
this o f f i c e . ( 5 . ) I f a new Office be eref ted under the name o f 

VDeacojts, i t is i n the w i l l o f them by w h o m i t is eref ted , to 
A f f i g n w h a t Power unto i t they plcale. 

G H A P . X . 

Of E X C O M M Z ^ N I C A T I O N . 

TH E Porver o f the C h u r c h towards its Members ( f o r 
i t hath no th ing to do with them that are without) may 
be referred unto Three Heads, ( r . ) T h e Jdmiffion 

o f Members in to its Society. ( 2 . ) T h e Rule and Edif ica t ion 
o f them that belong unto i t . ( 3 . ) T h e Exclufwn out o f its 
Society o f fuch as obfiinately refule to l ive and w a l k according 
unto the L a w s and Rules o f i t . A n d thele things belong elTen-
t i a l ly and infeparably unto every free Society, and are compre-
henfive o f all Church-Power whatever, 

T H E Second o f thefc hath been treated o f i n the Di lcour fe 
concerning Church Offices and Rule. A n d al l that belongs unto 
the f r j l o f t hem, is f u l l y declared i n the Chapters o f the Effeu' 
^tial Conjlituent parts of Gofpel Churches, namely their Matter 
and Form. T h e Third mw^ be n o w f p o k c n , unto w h i c h hthe 
Power of Excommunication. 

T H E R E is no th ing i n C h r i f t i a n Re l ig ion , about w h i c h the 
contef t o f Opmions hath been more fierce than this o f Excom 
\fnunication, m o f t o f them proceeding evidently f r o m falfe Pre-
fumpt ions and fecular Interefts . A n d no greater inftance can 
be given o f w h a t the Serpentine w i t s o f M e n ingaged by the 
defire o f Doni ina t ion and Wea l th , and a f f i f t cd by oppor tuni 
Ities may attain unto. For whereas, as we fha l l fee i m m c d i -

te ly , there is no th ing more pla in , fimple, and more expofed 
(unto the common underf tanding o f all Chriflians, yea o f a l l 

— . — M m . 
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Mankind, than is this I n f t i t u t i o n o f C h r i f t j bo th as un to i ts 
Na tu re , F o r m and Manne r o f A d m i n i f t r a t i o n , n o t h i n g more 
wholejome nor u f e f u l un to the Souls o f M e n ; no th ing more 
remote f r o m g i v i n g the leaft dif turbance or prejudice to C i v i l 
Society, to Magif t ra tes or Rulers , u n t o the Perfonal or Foli-
ttcal Rights or Concernments o f any one i n d i v i d u a l i n the 
W o r l d : I t hath been Mttamorphofed i n to an hideous M o n f t e r ; 
an Engine oi Prieftly Domination and Tyranny, f o r the Depofi-
Uon or A l f a f f i n a t i o n o f Kings and Princes, the Wafiing of NA^ 
tions w i t h bloody Wars , the Terror o f the Souls o f M e n , and 
the d e f t r u d i o n o f their L ives , w i t h all their Ear th ly Concerns, 
unto the E r e d i o n o f a Tyrannical Empire, no lefs pernicious 
un to the C h r i f t i a n W o r l d , than thofe o f the Saracens or the 
Turks, H e is a Ih-anger un to all that hath palfed i n the W o r l d 
or near a Thoufand Tears, w h o k n o w s not the T r u t h o f thefc 
nings. A n d to this very day the greateft part o f t hem that 

are called ChriJHans are f o fup ine ly Ignoran t and Doa t ing , or 
b infatuated and blinded by their Prejudices and C o r r u p t I n -
erefls, as to fuppofe , or to f ay . T h a t i f the Pope of Rome do 
-xcommunicate Kjngs or Princes, they may be l a w f u l l y d^-

pofed f r o m their Ru le , and i n fome cafes ki l led ; and that o-
ther perfons being r i g l i t l y Excommunicated according un to cer­
ta in L a w s Rules , and Proceffes, that fome have f ramed, 
ought to be Fined, Punijhed, Imprifoned, and f o Deftroyed. 
A n d about thefc things there are many Dilputes and C o n -
te f t s ; w h e n i f M e n were awakned out o f their Le thargy they 
w o u l d be laughed at, as the m o f t ridiculous and contemptible 
Mormo^s tha % ver appeared i n the W o r l d ; though they a e 

laughi„llZfr at prefent, unto t hem that are concerned 
them 

S U P P O S I N G then, Ecclefiafiical Excommumcatton C^s l ^ 
prefent fuppofc , and iha l l immediately prove i t ) to ^e an 
pointment o f o u r L o r d Jefus C h r i f t ; thefe things are p ama^^^^ 
evident concerning i t . no t capable o f any modeft Contradiction, , 
( i . ) T h a t there is no Divine Evangelical Inftmion, that is 
more fu i ted unto the L i g h t o f Nature , the Rules o f commcKi 
E q u i t y , and Principles o f unfearedConfcienees, as unto the xvj a-
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ture Eff icacy and Ru le o f i t , than this is. (2 J T h a t the 
way o f the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n and Exercife o f the Power and A Q s 
o f i t , is f o determined, defcribed and hmited m the Scripture, i 
and the L i g h t o f Nature , as that there can be no grofs error or I 
m i f t a k e about i t , but w h a t proceeds f r o m Secular Imerefis,^ 
Pride Jmhition, Covetoufnefs, or other vitious Habi ts and I n - . 
cKnations o f the minds o f M e n . ("3 J T h a t the whole Authority' 
o f i t , its Sentence, Power and Ef f i cacy , are meerly Spiritua/^ i 
w i t h r e f p e a unto the Souls and Coniciences o f M e n o n l y j i 
and that t o extend i t dire^fly or indireaiy, immediately or by 
confequences, unto the temporal hur t , ev i l or damage o f any, 
i n their Lives , Liberties, Eftates, Na tu r a l or Legal Privileges,^ 
is oppofite unto , and d e f t r u f t i v e o f the whole Government o f 
C h r i f i i n and over his Church . A l l thele things w i l f u l l y ap-i 
pear i n the account w h i c h w e fha l l give o f i t . 

I T is therefore evident, as was in t imated , that no th ing i n 
C h r i f t i a n Pradlice hath been, or is more ahuftd, corrupted or 
perverted, than this o f Excommunication hath been and is. T h e 
Refidence o f the Supream Power o f i t to be exercifed towards 
and over al l Chr i f t i ans , Rulers and Subje£ ls , i n the Pope of 
Rome, or i n other/zTg/e Per/o^j abfolutely, over lels or greater j 
D i f t r i bu t i ons o f them ; the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f i t by Citations, ] 
Proeejfes, Pleadings and Contentions i n w r a n g l i n g L a w Courts | 
according unto Arbitrary Canons and C o n f t i t u t i o n s , whofe ? 
Or ig ina l is either knotvn, or unknown ; the Appl ica t ion o f i t unto i 
the Hurt, Damage, Evil or Lo i s o f M e n i n t l ie i r T e m p o r a l j 
Concerns, are ut ter ly and openly foreign unto the Gofpel , and ] 
exprefly contrary unto w h a t the L o r d C h r i f t hath appointed I 
therein. I t w o u l d require a mhok Volume to declare the horrible I 
abufes that both i n point o f R i g h t , and in matter of FaSl, w i t h j 
the pernicious confequcncesthat haveenfucd thereon,which the ! 
corrupt ion o f this D i v i n e I n f t i t u t i o n hath produced : But t o ' 
make a Declaration hereof, doth not belong to my prefent de- ' 
fign ; bclldes, i t hath i n fbme good meafure been done by j 
others. I n brief, i t is lb come to pafs that i t is made a meer P j . 
/itical Engine,of an external forcible Government, of the Perfo»s 
o f M e n , unto the ends o f the Interejls o f fbmc , w h o have got 
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1 pretence o f its Power," admin i f t r ed by fuch ways and means, as 
k AT^- ^^"f"^"'^-^ of M e n , neither o f thofe by w h o m i t 

A o m m i l t r e d , nor o f thofe un to w h o m i t is AppHed, are any 
ZtL^'^'^l^'}^'^' w i t h refpect unto the A u t h o r i t y , or any I n f t i ­
tu t ion o f Jefus C h r i f t . y ' / 

11V?^^ an obfervat ion hereof, and a defire to vindicate as 
f ReUgion f r o m fuch a fcaadalous Abufe as Man-

tnd t r o m Bondage, to f uch a monft rous fidion as is the preicnt 
power and exercife o f i t , fbme have fallen in to another extreamy 

that there is any f u c h t h i n g as Excommunication, ap-
pomted or approved by the Gofpe l . Bu t this neither is, nor 

ver \ y i l l be a w a y to reduce R e l i g i o n nor any t h i n g i n i t , unto 
Its Pr imi t ive Order and Pur i ty . T o deny the Being o f any 
t h i n g becaufe i t ha th been abufed, w h e n there could have been 
»o abufe o f i t , but upon a fuppof i t i on o f its JSe//?§:, is not a ra­
t ional w a y to reprove and convince that abufe. A n d w h e n 
t l iole w h o have corrupted this Inftitution, find the in fuf t l c iency 
ot the Arguments-produced to prove that thsxc never was an^ 
(uch Inftitution, i t makes them iecure i n the praf t ice o f their 
o w n Abufcs o f i t . For they imagine that there is no th ing i n ­
cumbent on them to j u f t i f y their prefent pof l c l f ion and exercife 
^ ,P. Power o f Excommunica t ion ; but that Excemmunication i t 
lef t is appointed i n the Church by C h r i f t , whereas the true con-
hderation o f this Appointment, is the only means to d ivef t t hem 
o f their power and pradice . For the m o f t e f fedua l courfe to 
difchargc and di fprove all corruptions i n the Agenda or Pra£ti-
cals o f Rel igion as the Sacraments, publick Worjhip, Rule and 
the l ike , is to propoll- and declare the things themfel ves i n their 
Or ig ina l fimplicity, and pur i ty , as appointed by C h r i f t , and 
recorded i n the Scriptures. A real v iew o f them i n iuch a tro 
pofal, w i l l d ive f t the minds o f M e n , not corrupted and har­
dened by Prejudice a T i d l n t T r e l i ^ o f thofe erroneous "^n^^P^jj^n^ 
o f them, that f r o m fomo k i n d o f T r a d i t i o n they have been pre-
poffeifed w i t h a l . A n d this T lhal l n o w attempt i n this part icu­
lar of Excommunication. i 

. T H E R E hath been great enquiry about the nature and exer­
cife o f this Ordinance, under the OldTeftament, w i t h the A c -

' y CQUIll. 
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count given o f i t by the latter Jtrvs. For the R i g h t and Power 
o f i t i n general, belongs unto a Church as fuch, e-very Churchy 
and not that w h i c h is purely Evangelical on ly . T h i s I jT^alf 
not enquire i n t o ; i t hath been l i f t ed to the bran already, and 
intermixed w i t h many Rabbinical conjedures and mii lakes . 
I n general, there is no th ing more certain, than that there was a 
double Removal o f Perfbns by C h u r c h - A u t h o r i t y , f r o m the com­
mun ion o f the w h o l e Coni^regation i n Div ine W o r l l i i p . T h e 
one for a Seafon, the ot\\Qi'for Ever ; whereof I have given I n -
flances elfewhere. But I intend only the confideration o f w h a t 
belongs unto Churches under the N e w T e f l a m e n t . A n d to 
this end w e may obferve, , ^ , , 

I . T H A T ViW lawful Societies, coni t i tu ted f u c l i by voluntary 
confederation., according unto peculiar L a w s and Rules o f their 
o w n choice, unto efpecial Duties and Ends, have a Right and 
Vomr by the L i g h t o f Na tu re , to receive in to their Society 
thofc that are wHling and meet, ingaging themfelves to obferve 
the Rules, L a w s and Ends o f the Society ; • -^nd to Expd t l i em 
out o f i t w h o w i l f u l l y deviate f r o m thofe Rules. T h i s is the 
Hfe and f o r m o f every lawful Society or C o m m u n i t y o f iMen i n 
the W o r l d , w i t h o u t w h i c h they can neither coalefccnor f u b / i f f . 
Bu t i t is required hereunto , 

I . T H A T thofe w h o f b enter in to fuch a Society, have 
Right or Power f o to do. A n d many things are required unto 
t h i s e n d : As , ( i . ) T h a t thofe w h o enter in to fuch a Society be 
(ui Juris; have a lawful Right to dijpofe of themfelves, as un to 
al l the Duties and Ends o f fuch a Society. Hence Children 
Servants, Subjects, have no power i n thcmfelves to enter in to 
ftch Societies, w i t h o u t the in tc rpof i t ion o f and obl igat ion f r o m 
a power Superior unto that o f Parents, Ma i l e r s , or Princes 
namely, that o f God h imfe l f . {2.) H i a t the Rules, f l a w s ' 
and ends o f the Society be lawful, good and u f e f u l unto them­
felves and others. For there may be a confederation i n and f o r 
e v i l J w h i c h is a combinat ion that gives no R i g h t nor Power 
over one another , or towards others t l i a t enter in to it* 
( 5 . ) T h a t i t contains no th ing that i s / ' r fyW/ ' f /Wunto others i r i 
th ings D i v i n e or Humane . ^ (^.) N o r oblige unto the omi/fon. 



o r n e g l e a o f any D u t y , tha t M e n by v i r tue o f any Relations, 
^ a t u r a l . M o r a l or Pol i t ical , do o w e unto o thers : N o r , (^5.; Is 
f^^rtful unto themfelves i n their L ives , Libert ies, Names, R e ­
putat ion, ufefulnefs i n the W o r l d , or any t h i n g elfe, un to 
Whole prefervation they are obliged by the L a w o f Nature . N o r , 

Can be, or arc fuch Perfbns obliged to for fake the <roWff(f^ 
V twmfelvts i n things D i v i n e and Humane , by the L i g h t of 
tneir o w n Conlciences, by an Ingagement o f b l ind obedience 
unto others, w h i c h w o u l d render every Society unhwful by the 
^ a w o f God and L i g h t o f Na tu r e , r ? J Lea i f o f a l l , have any 
i erlons R i g h t or Power to oblige themfelves i n fuch Societies, 
Unto things Evil, Sinful, Superftitious or Idolatrous. 

T H E S E things are p la in , and evident i n themielves, and 
every w a y fu f f i c i en t to divefl : all the Religious Societies and Fra^ 
termties that are e rcded i n the Church of Rome, o f all that 
f l i g h t and Power w l i i c h belongs unto lawful Societies, eonf t i tu -
ted by voluntary confederation. A n d i f any t h i n g inconf i f tent 
w i t h thefe principles oi Natural Light be pretended i n Churches, 
I t diverts t h e m o f all Power, as to the exercife o f i t , by v i r tue 
o f any c o m p a a or confederation whatever. 

.2- I T is required that a Society, by voluntary conjent VQiteA 
With the R i g h t and Power mentioned, do neither give nor 
take away ?ny R i g h t , Privilege or Advantage, to , or t rora 
any Members o f the Society w h i c h belong unto them Naturally 
or Politically • but their Power is confined unto thofe things 
alone, where in M e n may be benefited and advantaged by the 
Society. A n d this is the foundat ion o f a\\political Societies. 
M e n , for the fake and benefit o f them, may and ought to fore­
go many particular Advantages, w h i c h , w i t h o u t them, they 
m i g h t make unto themfelves. I3ut they cannot forego any o t 
thole Righ ts , w h i c h i n their fevcral Relations are inleparably 
annexed unto t hem by the L a w o f Nature , nor give power 
over themfelves i n fuch things unto the Society. &o is i t w i t h 
Churches; the power o f expuljion out o f their Society, extends 
only unto tl ie Iknefits and Advantages w h i c h the Society, as 
fuch , doth afford and communicate. N o w thefe are only-
things Spiritual, i f Churches be an i n f t i t u t i o n o f h i m , whole . 

C c 2 Kingdo in . 



o f Excommunication. 

K i n s d o m is not o f this W o r l d . T h e power then that is i n 
Churches, by v i r tue o f their being w h a t they are, extends not 
Et ftlf unto any outward concernments of Men, as unto their 
Eives, Libert ies, Na tu ra l or Pol i t ica l Privileges, Eftates or 
Poireffions: unlefs w e f h a l l fay, that hold and potTefs thefe 

ichinas by vir tue o f their Relat ion unto the Church w h i c h is to 
Toverthrow all N a t u r a l and Humane R i g h t i n the \ V o r l d . De 
faifo. M e n are n o w compelled whether they w i l l ^ ^ o , t o 
be efteemed to be o f this or that C h u r c h , and to be dealt w i t h a 
accordingly. But i f they had not been diverted of their natura 
L i b e r t y , they k n o ^ w i t h o u t their o w n confent, and 
f h o u l d be taught, t l iat by entering in to a Church , they m u f t 
i o m e under a Sew Tenure of their Lives, Liberties and I if tates, 

I at the W i l l o f the Lords o f the Society according to the C « , 
\fioms of their Courts, there w o u l d not be f b many W i f e M e n 
i n Churches, as n o w there arc thought to be. 

B U T this is the true State o f things i n the Church ox Rome, 
and among others a l io. Chr i f t i ans are efteemed to be o f them, 
and belong unto them, whether they w i l l or no. I m m e d i ­
ately hereon all the Rights, Liberties, Privileges, PolTeffions 
, w h i c h they enjoy by the L a w o f God and Nature , and by the 
j i i i l L a w s and Conf t i t u t ions o f M e n i n C i v i l Governments, 
under w h i c l i they l ive , come to depend upon , and be f u b j e f t 
un to the efjriecial Laws and Rules of the Society w\\ic\\ they ZVQ 
adjudged to belong unto . For upon expulf ion out o f that So­
ciety by Excommunication, according unto the L a w s and Rules 
w h i c h i t hath f ramed unto i t fe l f , all their 7^/^^/^ and Titles, 
and Liberties and Enjoyments are forfei ted and expolcd to R u i n e . 
Some indeed do earneftly and learnedly contend that the Pope 
cf Rome hath not Power to Excommunicate Sovereign JQngs 
and Princes and that i f he do, they make no for fe i ture o f 
L i f e or D i g n i t y thereby. A n d there are good Reafons w h y 
they do f b . Bu t i n the mean t ime , they deal w i t h other poor 
M e n after the fame manner. For i f a poor Man be E x c o m m u ­
nicated, immediately he lo fe th the free Tenure o f his L i f e , L i ­
ber ty and Goods, by the L a w o f the C h u r c h and the i^and, 
and is- C o m m i t t e d to the Gaol w i t h o u t Bail or M a i n p r i z e . So, 
• —• r— — that 
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jthat by this Artifice, all M e n hold their N a t u r a l and C i v i l 
iRights , by the Rules of the Church Society whereto they are 
fuppofed to belong. A n d as this u t ter ly over throws the founda­
t i on o f all that Property according to the L a w s o f the L a n d , 
w h i c h is lb much talked o f and valued ; f b indeed i t w o u l d be 
de f t ru f t i ve o f all Order and L i b e r t y , but that the C h u r c h is 

m f t enough not to employ this Engine unto Great Men and M e n 
i n Power, w h o may yet deferve Excommunication as w e l l as 

1 fbme o f their poor Neighbours , i f the Gofpe l be thought t o 
j give the Ru le o f i t . Bu t thofe that are poor, helplels and 
I friendlefs , fliall i n the p u r f u i t o f this Excommunica t ion be 

driven f r o m their Houfes, cafi into Frifons, and kept there 
u n t i l they and their Families ftarve and pe r i fh . A n d i t is ap­
parent that w e are beholding unto the Grcatnefs, Authority, 
and Wealth of many, w h o m the EcclefiaJlicalCourts cave not io 
c o n f l i a w i t h a l , that the who le N a t i o n is not adua l ly brought 
under this new Tenure o f their Li-ves, Liherties and Eflates^ 
w h i c h on this pre l iunpt ion they are obnoxious unto. . 

A N D all this ev i l ar ifeth f r o m the neg led and contempt o f 
this fundamental Rule of all Societies, apparent unto all i n the 
L i g h t of Na ture i t f c l f ; namely, that they have no Power tn cr 
over any Thing, Right, Privilege or Advantage, hut n^hat Men are 
fnade Partakers of by virtue of fuch Societies, their Rule and Laws 
^vhereunto they are obliged. But o f this ib r t are not the Lives, 
the Liberties, the Houles and Poifeffions o f M e n , w i t h re ipet t 
Unto the Church . T h e y receive them not f r o m the Church , 
and a M a n w o u l d certainly t h i n k , that the Church could not 

' Y E A ^ w r i i v e and f u b f i f t i n Order, "Pon/ '^^S^^^^J^X^^ 
and W i l d o m o f M e n , w h o iudge i t beft neither to exat t^^^^ 

Power nor a d their Principles i n this ^^^" ' - ' f , ; , ^ ;^ ' ^n to their 
tliey elfeem all the Inhabitants ^^l^'f^l^'Sl^^^ a l l 
C l i u r c h ; xf they ffiould i n the ^ f j ^ " ^ ^ j l t Z l L a ^ v of the 
that ought to be Excommunicated by the i<«/e^^^^^ 

Gofp.1, and then f ? g ; ^ : t a n C ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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Sentence, fend out th^ Capias fo r them a l l , I very much 
quef t ion whether any o f them w o u l d go to Prifon or no; and 
then i n w h a t a f ine cafe w o u l d this Government be ; and i f 
they f h o u l d al l go to Gaol, I am perfwaded the K i n g w o u l d be 
i n an i l l State to defend his Realms againf t his Enemies. 

3. E V E R Y " Society hath this Power towards thofe w h o arc 
incorporated in it by their own confent, and not towards others. 
For whence f l i o u l d they have fuch a Power, or w h o fhou ld 
c o m m i t i t un to them ? N o r can any be ca f t out f r o m thofe 
Privileges w h i c h they never had an In te re f t i n , nor a R i g h t 
un to . T h e Apoft les Ru le holds i n this cafe, efpecially w i t h 
refpe*£l; unto Churches ; What have we to do to judge them that 
are without. A n d as unto the exercife o f this Power, they are 
all to be efteemed to be without, w h o are not r i g h t l y incor^ 
porated in to that particular C h u r c h , by w h i c h they may be 
e jeded out o f i t . A Power o f Excommunica t ion at RandomX 
towards all that t l iofc w h o excrcife i t can extend force unto | 
ha th no foundation either i n the L i g h t o f Na tu re or A u t h o r i t y ! 
o f the Scripture. A n d i t w o u l d be ridiculous i n any Corpora-! 
t i o n to disfranchife f i i c h as never belonged unto i t , w h o were! 
never Members o f i t . 

4 . T H E only Reafbn or Caufc fo r the expulf ion o f any 
Perfbn out o f fuch a Society, is a wilful deviation from the Rules 
And Laws of the Society, who le obfervance he had engaged unto 
upon his entrance in to i t . N o t h i n g elfe can be required unto 
the Prefervation o f a Mans In te ref t i n any R i g h t or Privilege 
bu t w h a t he took upon h i m f e l f to pe r fo rm in his Admittance! 
i n to i t . A n d i f the great Ru le o f every Church-Society, be 
T h a t Men obferve and do whatfotver the Lord Chrijl hath com. 
manded, none can be j u f t l y e jc f ted out o f that Society, but 
upon a wilful difobedience unto his Commands. A n d there­
fore the ca f t ing o f M e n out o f Church -Communion on 
l i g h t and t i i v i a l occafions, or for any Reaibns or Caufes 
whatever, but f uch as effentialh belong unto the Rules andi 
L a w s whereon the C h u r c h doth or iginal ly coalefce in to a So. 
ciety, is contrary un to N a t u r a l L i g h t , and the Realbi i o f the 
T h i n g s themfclves. 



Of Exconmmication? 

T H U S far I fay is every l a w f u l confederate Society enabled 
and warranted by the L i g h t o f Na tu re , to remove f r o m its 
C o m m u n i o n , and f r o m a par t ic ipat ion i n its R igh t s and P r i ­
vileges any o f its number w h o w i l l not w a l k according to the 
Rules and Principles o f its Coalefcency and C o n l t i t u t i o n . 
Whereas therefore the Ru le o f the C o n f t i t u t i o n o f the C h u r c h 
is, T h a t M e n w a l k together i n holy Obedience unto the C o m ­
mands o f C h r i t f , and the obfervance o f all his In r t i t u t ions , 
w i t h o u t g i v i n g Offence unto one another, or thofe that are 
w i t h o u t , by any f m f u l mifcarr iage, and do abide i n t h e P r o f e f f i -
on o f the T r u t h ; i f any one iha l l w i l f u l l y and obf t inate ly 
tranigvcfs i n any o f thefe things, i t is the R i g h t and D u t y , 
and in the Power o f the Church to remove h i m f r o m its So-j 
ciety. 
^ I 3 U T this is not the entire nor the next immediate G r o u n d , 
Realbn, or War ran ty o f Ecclefiaft ical Excommunicat ion, l o r 
this natural Equ i t y w i l l not extend i t f e l f unto caies that are 
i n things Spir i tual and Supernatural ; nor w i l l thc> a t tmgs ot 
the ChSrch thereon reach unto the Confciences o f M e n , tor 
the proper ends o f Excommunica t ion . Wherefore i t was ne-
celfary that i t f hou ld have a peculiar In f : f i tu t ion i n t h e C h u i c h 
hy the A u t h o r i t y o f fefus C h r i f t . For , 

1 . T H E Church IS fuch a Society as no M a i l̂ ^^ve R^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
or Power eitlier to enter in to thcmlelves, oi; o exclude o t t o 
^>om, but by v i r tue o f the A u t h o r i t y o f C h r i f t . N o w a 
ranty' f r o m the L i g h t o f nature, or f r o m the L a w s o f M e n 
or their o w n voluntary confederation, can enable any to con-

c C c & unRfs t h e ^ do an ^ - ^ - g - ^ , U 
Obedience unto the A u t h o r i t y of C l i r i l t . ^^'^ ^ , Uyiid 
his K i n g d o m , his Houfe ; w h i c h none 
but h i m l c l f Wherefore i t is neceilary, that the powc^ 0^ 
A d m i f f i o n in to , and Exc luf ion f r o m the Church , ^ ^ ^ ^ 7 ^ ° ^ ^ 
ius Grant and I n f t i t u t i o n . N o r is i t i n j h e POwer o^ any 
M e n in the W o r l d , to admit in to , or exclude f r o m this bocie. 

cy but by v i r tue t l i e reof n c A a 
2. EXCOMMVNICJTION is an a d o f A u t h o r i t y as 

vre lha l l fee afterwards. But no A u t h o r i t y can be exerciicd i n 
tnc 
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the C h u r c h , towards any perfon whatever, but by v i r tue o f 
the I n f t i t u t i o n o f C h r i f t . For the A u t h o r i t y i t f e l f however 
In in i f t e r i a l ly exercifed by others, is his alone ; and he exerts i t 
no t , but i n the ways o f his o w n appointment . So i n p a r t i , 
cular the A p o f t l e d i re f t s , that Excommunicat ion be exerted i n 
the Name of our Lord Je/us Chrift ; t l ia t is, i n and by his A u ­
t h o r i t y , I Cor. 5* 4* 

^. T H E Privileges f r o m w h i c h M e n are excluded by E x - ' 
communicat ion are not f u c h , as they have any N a t u r a l 6r \ 
C i v i l R i g h t unto (as hath been proved) but meerly fuch as 
are granted unto the Church by Jefus C h r i f t ; and M e n can­
not by v i r tue o f any Agreement among themlelves, w i t h o u t 
a Warran ty f r o m h i m by his I n f t i t u t i o n , Expel others f r o m 
the Privileges w h i c h are meerly o f his Grant and Donat ion. 
H e alone therefore hath given and granted this Power unto 
the C h u r c h , namely o f Exc lud ing any by the Rules and Ways! 
o f his Appo in tmen t f r o m the Privileges o f his Grant , which* 
i s the peculiar Power o f Excommunica t ion inquired after. 

4 . T H E R E is f uch an Efficacy afl igned unto Excommuni ­
cation i n binding the Conlcicnces o f M e n , i n retaining their 
Sins, i n the DeftruBion or M o r t i f i c a t i o n o f the F le lh , i n the 
Hea l ing and Recovery o f Sinners ; as no th ing but the A u t h o ­
r i t y o f a D i v i n e I n f t i t u t i o n can give unto i t . By v i r tue o f 
na tura l L i g h t and mutua l Conlent , M e n may free themfelves 
f r o m the Company and Society o f thofe w h o w i l l not w a l k w i t h 
t hem according to Rules o f C o m m u n i o n agreed upon amons 
t h e m ; but they cannot reach the M i n d s and Confciences o f 
others w i t h any o f thele Ef te£fs . 

5. T H A T Excommunica t ion is an exprefs Ordinance o f our 
L o r d Jefus C h r i f t i n his Churches is f u l l y declared i n the Scri­
p ture . For , ( i . ) T h e power o f i t is contained in the A u ­
tho r i ty g iven by C h r i f t unto the Church , under the N a m e o f 
the Kpys of the Kjngdom of Hearuen. For the Power cxprefTed 
therein is not meerly DoBrinal and I3cclarative as is the preacl 
ing of the Go(ptl, t!ie confequent whereof upon the F'aith o" 
Unbel ie f o f them that hear i t , is the Remitting or Retaining 
o f their Sin i s Heaven and E a r t h ; but i t is Difciplinary alfo 

— - — — . _as. 



as . I t is appropriated unto the H o u f e w h o f e Keys are com-
" " / " ^ V ^ a ^ ° ^^^^ Stewards o f i t . A n d feeing the def ign 

V/o i ^ '^^ ^^ve his Church Holy, VnhUmabk a n d 
n^/ j^Mf offeme i n the W o r l d , that therein he m i g h t make 
a Keprelentat ion o f his o w n Hol inefs , and the Hol inefs o f 

r ui ' whereas thofe o f w h o m i t is conf t i tu ted , 
hable and f u b i e f t un to Sins [carddotis and offenf ive , r e f l e f t -

j n g d i l h o n o u r o n h i m f e l f and the C h u r c h , i n being the occafion 
or finning unto o thers ; that def ign w o u l d not have been ac-
r a f ? ' ' ^^^"^ Siven this Authority unto his Church to 
cait out and feparate f r o m i t i e l f all that do by their Sins fo give 
ottence. A n d the neg le f t o f the exercile o f this A u t h o r i t y i n a 
oue manner , was the pr incipal means whereby the G l o r y , 
Honour , and ufefulnefs o f the Churches i n the W o r l d , were 
at length ut terly l o f t . ( 2 . ) I t ha th a d i r e d I n f t i t u t i o n , Mmh. 

unto you, whatfotvtr ye (hall bind on Earth [fjull be bound in 
Heaven, and whatfoever ye fhall loofe on Earth, Jhall be loofed in 
Heaven, 8^c. A f t e r a l l the Learned and Unlearned Contefts 
that have been about this place, the fence of ic is plain and ob­
vious, unto fiach as who le M i n d s are not clouded w i t h preju­
dices about fuch Churches and luch Excommunications as are 
ut ter ly foreign unto the Scripture. But that hy Trefpajfes in 
this place, Sins a-^ainft God g i v i n g fcandal or offence, are 
intended, hath been proved before ; as alfo, that by a Church , 
a particular C h r i f t i a n Congregation is intended. T h i s Church 
hath the cognizance o f tho Scandalous ofences of its Mcmhe^^^ 
commit ted unto i t , w h e n brought before i t the due Oide i 
defcribcd. Hereon i t makes a Determination, del igmng i n tne 
firfl place the Recovery o f the Perfon o f fend ing , n o j " ; " ^ 
Sin, by his hearing o f its Counfe l and Advice . But i n cale ot 
Obpnacy, i t is to Remove h i m f r o m its Communion leaving 
h i m i n the ou tward condit ion o f an Heatlien and a Pub ican So 
IS he to be efteemed by them that were offended w i t h Ins Sin, 
and that becaufe o f the Au tho r i t y o f the Church b inding h i m 

D d . ^-^ 



2 0 3 
Of Excommmcatidiu 

i n Heaven and Ear th unto the pun i fhmen tdue unto his Sin, un -
lefs he doth Repent. T h e Rejefiion of an offending Brother 
out o f the Society o f the C h u r c h , leaving h i m as unto a//the 
Privileges of the Church, i n the State o f an Heathen, declaring 
h i m hable unto the Di fp leaf i i rc o f ChriO", and E v e r l a f f i n g 
Pun i fhmcn t w i t h o u t Repentance, is the Excommunica t ion w e 
plead f o r ; and the Power o f i t , w i t h its Exercife, is p la in ly 
here granted by C h r i f t and Ordained i n the Church . ( 3.) A c ­
cording unto this I n f t i t u t i o n was the pradice o f the Apof t les , 
whereof w e have feveral Inftances. I m i g h t i n f i f t upon the 
Excommunica t ion o f Simon the M a g i c i a n , a baptized pro-' 
feffor by Peter, w h o declared h i m to have neither fart or lot in 
the Church upon the difcovery o f his wickednefs, ^(f?. 8 
20 , 2 r , 22 , 23. Yet becaufe i t was the fmgle A £ t 0 / o « e 

file, and fo may be efteemed extraordinary, I f h a l l o m i t i t . 
H o w e v e r , that f a d o f the A p o f t l e is f u f f i c i e n t l y declarative of 
w h a t is to be done i n the C h u r c l i i n l ike cafes, and w h i c h i f 
i t be not done, i t cannot be preferved i n its pu r i t y according 
unto the m i n d o f C h r i f t . Bu t that w h i c h was d i r eded by the 
A p o f t l e Paul i n the C h u r c h o f Corinth towards the incefiuous. 
Perfon, is exprefs, i Cor. 5-. i , 2 , 5, 6, 7. ( i . ) H e declares the 
Sin whereof the Perfbn charged was g u i l t y , w i t h the I g n o m i n y 
and Scandal o f i t , Ver. i . ( 2 . ) H e blames the Church that they 
had not been af feded w i t h the G u i l t and Scandal o f i t , f b as 
t o have proceeded to l i is Remova l or E x p u l f i o n out o f the 
C h u r c h , that he m i g h t be taken away or cut o f f f r o m them, 
f^er.2. ( 3 . ) H e declares his own judgment in the cafe, that he 
ought to be f b taken away or removed, w h i c h yet was not a f t u -
al ly e f feded by that Judgment and Sentence o f his, Fer.lr^. ( 4 . ) 
H e declares the caufes o f this Exc i i i on . ( 1 . ) T h e Supream e f f i ­
cient caufe o f i t , is the Power or Authority of the Lord Jefus 
Chrijl i n f t i t u t i n g this Ordinance in"his C h u r c h , g i v i n g R i ^ h t 
and Power un to i t f o r its admin i f t r a t ion , In the Name of our 
Lord Jefus Chrifi:, and w i t h his Power, (o..) T h e declarative 
caufe o f the E q u i t y o f this Sentence, w h i c h was the Spir i t o f 
the A p o f t l e , or the Au thor i t a t i ve Declaration o f his judgment 
In the cafe, mth rny^ Sfirit. ( 3 . ) T h e Injlrumental Mini^ 
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/ e m / caufeof i t , w h i c h is the C h u r c h ; do i t i n the N a m e o 
a I ^ h ^ ^ ^ » "'^e^ yott are gathered together, Ver . 4 

u cneret)y purge out the old Leaven, that you may be a neiv 
ump, ye r . y . wlience the pum/hment o f this Sentence is fa id 

CO be tnjh^ed by many, 2 Qor. 2. 6. that is, all thofe w h o on 
fus Kepentance were obliged to forg ive and c o m f o r t h i m , that 
k C h u r c h , Ver, 7. ( ^ . ) T h e nature o f the Sentence 
VI ,^^^^"g of [uch an one to Sat an for the deflruCtion of the 

^ ^ f p , that the Spirit may be faved in the day of the Lord Jefus, 
V er. 5 N o t the d e f t r u d i o n o f his Body by Death ,but the t h rough 
wortipcatton of the F/ey2», whereby he was f h o r t l y af terwards 
recovered and reftored i n to his fo rmer condi t ion. T h e w h o l e 
Ot w h a t w e plead fo r , is here exemplif ied ; as, ( i . ) T h e . 4 « / c 
ot Excommunication, w h i c h is a fcandalous Sin unrepented of . 
Y ' ) I he preparation fo r its execution, w h i c h is the Churches 
lence o f the Sin and Scandal, w i t h H u m i l i a t i o n fo r i t . ( 3 . ) T h e 
yvarrantyoilt, w h i c h is the I n f t i t u t i o n o f C h r i f t , where in his 
A u t h o r i t y is engaged. ( 4 . ) T h e manner and f o r m o f i t , by an 
( \ %\ ^'^'^'^'^ri'^y w i t h the confent o f the who le Church . 
H rM o f i t i n a to ta l feparation f r o m the Privileges o f 
Jî e Church. ( 6 . ) The end of i t . ( i . ) W i t h r e f p e d unto the 
Y " U r c h , its purg ing and vindicat ion. ( 2 . ) W i t h r e f p e d unto 
the Perlbn Excommunica ted ; his Repentance, Re fo rma t ion 
and Salvation. . 

I T is ufual ly replied hereunto, that this was an extraordinary 
aB of Apoflolical Power, and f b not to be d r a w n by us in to E x ­
ample.. For he h i m f e l f both determines the cale , and af^ 
fer tedi his prefence i n Spir i t , that is by his A u t h o r i t y to be 
necelfary unto w h a t was done. Befides, i t was a delivery of 
the Mm to Sat any that i s , i n to his power to be affl icted 
and cruciatcd by h i m , to be terrif ied i n his M i n d , and pu^ 
nifhed i n his Body to the d e f t r u d i o n of the F l e f l i , that is u n ­
to Death. Such was the Delivery of A Man to Satan by the A -
pottle mentioned here, and i Tim. 1, 9, 20. i n tlie judgment 
ot many o f the Ancients. Bu t there is no fuch Power m 
'^ny Church at prefent to deliver an offender unto Satan, 
nor any appearing effeds o f f u c h a pretence. Wherefore, 
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w h i c h belongs not unto Churches a t this is 
prelent. 

I A N S W E R , ( i . ) W h a t the Apoft les d id m any C h u r c h , 
whether prefent or abfent, by their o w n A u t h o r i t y , did not 
prejudice the R i g h t o f the Churches thcmfelves, nor their 
Power aded i n Subordination unto them and their guidance. 
So i t is evident i n this place, that n o t w i t h f f a n d i n g the exerting 
of any Jpofolical Power i n t i m a t e d , the Church i t l e l f is 
charged w i t h its D u t y , and d i r eded to exercife its A u t h o r i t y 
i n the Re i ea ion o f the Offender. ( 2 . ) There is no t lnng eoc-
traordinarv i n the cafl^ ( 1 . ) I t is not f b that a Member o f a 
Church fhou ld fa l l i n to a fcandalous Sin, unto the d i fhonour o f 
C h r i f t and the C h u r c h , g i v i n g offence un to Perfons o f all 
forts . ( 2 . ) I t is an ordinary R u l e , founded i n the L i g h t 
o f Na ture , confirmed here and elfewhere by exprefs D i v i n e 
Commands , that f u c h an one be re jc f ted f r o m the Society 
and C o m m u n i o n o f the Church , u n t i l he give f a t i s f ad ion by 
Repentance and Refo rma t ion . ( 3 . ) I t is that w i t h o u t w h i c h 
the Church cannot be preferved i n its purity, nor its being be 
continued, as bo th Reafon and Experience do mani fef t , 
( 4 . ) T h e judgment both o f the FaB and Right was le f t unto 
the Church i t f e f f , whence i t was afterwards h i g h l y com­
mended by the A p o f t l e for the di l igent difcharge o f its D u t y 
herein, 2 Cor. 2, I n brief, i t is fuch a D i v i n e Order that is here 
prefcribed, as w i t h o u t the obfervance whereof, no Church 
can long f u b f i f t . ( 5 . ) There is no diflSculty i n the other part 
o f the O b j e d i o n , about the Delivery unto Satan. For , ( i . ) I t 
cannot be proved, that hereon the Offender was d e U v e r e d • 
into the power of Satan to be cruciated, agitated, and at length 
k i l l e d , as fbme imag ine ; nor can any inftance o f any f i i ch 
t h i n g , be g iven i n the Scriptui^e or A n t i q u i t y ; though there 
be many o f t hem, w h o upon their r e j c d i o n out o f the 
Church , were enraged unto an oppof i t ion againft i t , as i t was 
•w\\\\ Simon Magus, Mareian, and others. ( 2 . ) Yea, i t i s e v i -
dent that there was no fuch t h i n g included i n their delivery 
unto Satan, as is pretended. For the def ign and end o f i t 
was the MMS Humiliation^ Recovery and Salvation, as is ex-
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jvefly a f f i r m e d i n the T e x t ; and this eiFed i t a d u a l l y had, 
br the M a n was heakd and ref tored. Wherefore , this De­

livery unto Satan , is an Ordinance o f C h r i f t for the exc i t ing 
o f Saving Grace i n the Souls o f M e n , adapted unto the cafe o f 
f a l l i ng by fcandalous Sins, peculiarly e f fedua l above any other 
Gofpel Ordinance. N o w this cannot be fuch a Delivery unto 
Satan, as that pretended, w h i c h can have no other end b u t 
D e f t r u d i o n and Death . ( 3 . ) T h i s Delivery unto Satan is n o 
more but the ca f t ing o f a M a n out o f the v i f ib le ^KingdonJ 
o f C h r i f t , fo g i v i n g h i m up as un to his o u t w a r d condit ion i n t o 
the ftatc o f Heathens and Publicans w h i c h belonged unto the] 
K i n g d o m o f Satan. For he, w h o by the A u t h o r i t y o f C h n f t 
h imle l f , according unto his L a w and I n f t i t u t i o n , is not on ly 
debarred f r o m a part icipat ion o f a l l the Privileges o f the 
Gofpel , but alfo iifibly and regularly devefted o f all prefent 
R i g h t to them and In te re f t i n them, he belongs unto the v i f i b l e 
K i n g d o m o f Satan. T h e gathering o f M e n by Conver l ion 
in to the Church , is the turning of thmfrom the Power of i>atan 
unto God, AB. z6. 18. a delivery from the Power of Darknejs, 

i a t is, the K i n g d o m o f Satan, and a t ranftat ion unto tne 
K i n g d o m o f C h r i f t , Co/. 1.13. Wherefore, after a M a n hath by 
Fa i th , and his c o n j u n a i o n unto a vi f ib le ^fiurch^^ been tranfl^^^ 
ted into the K i n g d o m o f C h r i f t , his j u f t r c j c a i o n out ot i t , 
is t h r ^ e ^ We^^^ o f h i m in to the vi f ib le K i n g d o m oJSa^an 
w h i c h is all that is here intended. A n d this i ^ J " f ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
unto the end w h c ~ t ^ de^^^^^^^ 

:edate confideration o f his prelent ft^'f^^f^'^,", eft i n h i m J 
this, i f there be any fpark of i n g f "0"^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^ unto 
w i l l be ef feaual ly operative, W ftame, g t ie f ai^d t t a ^ 1 
his H u m i l i a t i o n , efpccially underftanduig that t ^^^^b 
C h r i f t and his Church herein, is only his i v p 1 
l l c f t au ra t i on . . •^a-.^re an Everlafiing Rul&\ 

, H E R E is t h e r e f o r e , . i n ] ^ ^ , i " ^ ^ ^ X ^ r L ^ ^ ^ ^ 
given unto the C h u r c h m all Ages, the orama y 
o f the l ike , cafes requir ing an ordinary Power tor Keiier^^^ 
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t h e m , w i t h o u t w h i c h the C l iu rch cannot be preferved.~~THat 
i t is the D u t y o f the Church enjoined unto i t by the Lore 
Jefus C h r i f t , and that necelTary unto its Glo ry , its o w n H o ­
nour and Edif ica t ion to reje6t fcandalous Offenders out o f its 
C o m m u n i o n , is evidently declared in this place: A n d to 
fuppofe that to be the D u t y o f the Church , w h i c h i t hath no 
Power or A u t h o r i t y t o difcharge, (feeing w i t h o u t t hem i t 
cannot be difcharged) is a w i l d imaginat ion . 

4 . THE Duty of the Church herein, w i t h fuch other par t i ­
cular Duties as fuppofe the I n f f i t u t i o n hereof, are i n many pla­
ces directed and enjoined. I t is f b i n that i n f i f t e d on , 1 Cor. 
5. T h e foundation o f the whole Di fcour fe and practice o f the 
A p o f t l e there Recorded lies i n this, T h a t Churches ought to cut 
off from among them fcandalom Offenders \ and that to the E n d 
they may prelerve thcmfelves pure ; and that this they ought 
to do in the N a m e o f C h r i f t , and by v i r tue o f his A u t h o r i t y , 
Verf 2, 4 , 7. A n d this is the who le o f that Excommunicati­
on w h i c h w e plead fo r . T h e manner o f its A d m i n i f t r a t i o n 
w e fha l l confider afterwards, 1 Cor. Chap . 2 . 6 , 7, 8. T h e 
A p o f t l e commends the Church fo r w h a t they had done i n the 
Excommunication o f the Inceftuom perfon, ca l l ing i t a Puniflj-
went, infliBed on him by them, V c r f l 6. H e gives a'lfb an account 
o f the E f f e f t o f this Sentence againf t h i m , w h i c h was his Hu­
miliation and Repentance, Verf! 7. A n d hereon gives d i r e d i o n 
f o r his Reflauration, by an A £ l o f the Church forgiving him 
and confirming their Love unto him. M e n may fanlie to t hcm-
felvcs ftrange No t ions o f Excommunication, w i t h reference 
un to its Power, the Refidence o f that Power, its Efl^eds E x 
tent and Ends ; and f b either on the one hand eicdl i t in to an 
,^i igme o f A r b i t r a r y D o m i n a t i o n over the Church and all the 
Members o f i t ; or deny on the other, that there is any f u r h 
I n f t i t u t i o n o f C h r i f t i n force i n his Churches. But we can hi 
taught no th ing more pla in ly o f the M i n d o f C h r i f t than tha^ 
he hath given Power unto his Church to caft out o f their C o m 
mun ion o b f t i n a t e / W ^ / o / / ^ Offenders, and to reftore them aeain 
upon their Repentance, en jo in ing i t unto them as their D u t v 
A n d i t is an Evidence o f a w o f u l degeneracy i n Churches 
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f r o m their P r imi t ive I n f t i t u t i o n , w h e n this lentence is l o ad 
m i n i f t r e d , as that i t ha th an e f fe t t , by v i r tue o f Humane Laws 

I or the o u t w a r d concerns o f M e n , but no influence on their C o n 
fciences unto H u m i U a t i o n and Repentance, w h i c h is the p r i n . 
cipal E n d o f its appointment . T h e A p o f t l e treats o f the lame 
matter , Gal. 5 . 7 , 8 , 9, 10, 1 1 , 12. H e fpeaks o f thofe falfe 
Teachers w h o oppoftid and over threw w h a t lay i n t h e m , the 

\ Fundamental Doctrine of the Gofpel. The fe at that t ime were 
i n great Power and Reputa t ion i n the Churches o f the Galatians 
w h o m they had corrupted w i t h their falfe Op in ions ; f b as that 
the A p o f l l e do th not d i r e d l y enjoin thek immediate Exciflon; 
yet he declares w h a t they d id deferve, and w h a t was the D u t y 
o f the C h u r c h towards t hem, w h e n freed f r o m their D e l u -
fions, Ferf. 12. I would they were even cut ojf that trouble you. 
M e n have exercifed their M i n d s i n curious conjcaures about 
the fence o f thefe Words , altogether i n vain and needleily. 
T h e cur iof i ty o f fome o f the beft o f the Ancients, app ly ing i t 
unto a forcible Eunuchifm is extreamly fond . N o other t * -

Wion is intended, bu t that w h i c h was / row C / ^ m ^ and to 
be done by the Church i n obedience unto the T r u t h . Ne i the r 
the Subjea M a t t e r treated of , the nature o f the C r i m e con­
demned, nor the ftate o f the C h u r c h , or ^ l ^ f e f ^ / f ^ 1 ? : 
ftle, w i l l admit o f any other E^P^f i t ion , x T/../^^^^ 
A p o f t l e Rives command unto the Brethren o f the Church 
aifd tha t^ in the N a m e o f our L o r d Jefus O i r i f t , ^^^^^^^^ 

[from every Brother that walhth diforderly. W h a t i t is towaUt 
f W ^ r i i e declares immediate ly , " f ^ ^ ^^A.^^^^^^^^ 
d i f o b e d i L e unto any o f the commands o f C h - ^ , 

\Fradition which he received of ^ / ' ' ' V l T h i s withdrawing 
Golpel w h i c h he had ^^^^^^^^^ """^^ J ^ l Cannot be done but 
iis as unto C h u r c h - C o m m u n i o n , w h i c h caniu^t ^ 
upon fome a d o f the Church , depr iving t l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
o f i t . For i f every Member o f the C h m c h fhou id D 
his o w n judgment and pradice herein, 1̂^̂^ 5 
things in to confuf ion . A n d therefore, F e r ^ ^ 1 

h a t t note be fet on fuch a ^ ^ ^ " ^ t ^ o T S ^ ' ^ ^ ^ o f w i t S -
ence be denounced agamft h i m , before tnc i ^u iy ^ ^ ^ ^ . ^ g 

file:///Fradition
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d r a w i n g f r o m h i m by the Brethren be incumbent on them. 
See to the fame purpofe Tit' 5. 10, 1 1 . i Tim. 5. 20. Reziei. 2. 
2, 14, 15, 20, 2 1 . 

I T is therefore evident t l ia t this Ctnfure, 'Judgment, Spiritual 
pmifljment, is an I n f t i t u t i o n o f C h r i i f , for wl io le A d m i n i i f r a -
t ion he hath given Authority unco his Church , as that w h i c h is 
neceffary unto its Edi f ica t ion , w i t h its preiervation i n Honour , 
Pur i ty and Order. 

T H E R E have been many Difputcs about ic, as unto its Order 
and Kjnds. Some fuppofe that there axe two forts oi Excom­
municat ion ; the one they call t l ie k f f e r , and tlie other the 
greater : Some three forts, as i t is fuppofed there were among 
the Jews. There is no ment ion i n the Scripture o f any more 
forts , but one, or o f any Degrees t l ie rc in . A fegr<gation from 
all participation in Church-Order, Worfjip and Privileges, is the 
only Excommunicat ion fpoken o f i n the Scripture. But 
whereas an oHending Perlbn may caufe great di fbrdcr i n a 
Church , and give great fcandal unto the Members o f i t , be 
fore he can be regularly cut o f f or expelled the Society ; fbme 
do judge that there f l i o u l d a Sufpenfion of him from the Lords 
Table at leaft, precede total or complcat Excommunica t ion i n 
cale o f Impeni tency. A n d i t ougl i t i n ibme cafes f b to be. 
But this Sulpenfion is not properly an ef jaecial I n f t i t u t i o n ; but 
on ly an a£ t o f prudence i n Church-I-luic to avoid offence and 
fcandal. A n d no M e n quef t ion but that this is l a w f u l unto 
yea, the D u t y o f the Rulers o f the C h u r c h , to require any one 
to forbear fo r a feafbn f r o m the ufe o f their Privilege i n the 
participation o f the Supper o f the L o r d , i n cafb o f / w ; ^ / . : / a n d 
offence w h i c h w o u l d be taken at i t , and enfue thereon. Anc 
i f any Perlbn fliall refufe a Submif l ion unto t l i em i n this A6i of 
Rule, the C h u r c h hath no w a y fo r its Relief , but t o proceed 
unto the total Removal o f f u c h a Perfbn f r o m their whole 
C o m m u n i o n . For the Edif ica t ion o f the who le Church m u f t 
not be o b f t r u d e d by the Refradlorineis o f any one amono-
them. 

T H I S Excommunication, as w e have proved before is an 
A5f sf Chfirch'Authority, exerted i n the N a m e o f our L o r d 

Jefus 



Jefus C h r i f t . A n d i f f o , t h e n i t is an a d o f the Officers o f the 
C h u r c h , namely, f b far as i t is Authoritative ; f o r there is no 
A u t h o r i t y i n the C h u r c h properly fo called, but w h a t refidcs 
i n the Officers o f i t . There is an Off ice i n the C h u r c h , w h i c h 
IS meerly Minificrial w i t h o u t any f o r m a l A u t h o r i t y , that is o f 
the Deacons. But there is no Authority i n exercife, but w h a t is 
m the Elders and Rulers o f the C h u r c h . A n d there are t w o 
Reafons, w h i c h prove that the power o f Excommunica t ion , as 

the Authoritative Exercife o f i t , is i n the Elders o f the 
C h u r c l i . ( i . ) Becaufe the Apof t les , by v i r tue o f their Off ice-
r o w e r i n every C h u r c h , d id jo in i n the Authoritative Excom­
munication, as is p la in i n the cafe i n f i f t e d on , i Cor. 5. A n d 
there is no Office-Power n o w remaining , but w h a t is i n the 
Elders o f the Church . ( 2 . ) I t is an AB of Rule. Bu t a l l 
Rule, properly fo called, is i n the hands o f Rulers on ly . W e 
may add hereunto, that the care o f the prefervation o f the 
Church i n its pu r i t y , o f the Vindica t ion o f its Honour , o f the 
Edi f ica t ion o f all its Members, o f the C o r r e d i o n and Salvation 
o f Oifenders, is pr incipal ly incumbent on them, or commi t ted 
unto them as w e have declared ; as alfo, that they are befi able 
to judge w h e n and fo r w h a t this Si;ntence ought to be denoun­
ced againft any, w h i c h requires t l ieir beft ski l l i n the WiJfdom 
o f Spiri tual I l u l e . A n d therefore the o m i f f i o n o f the exercife 
o f i t , when i t was neceffary, is charged as a negled on the 
Angels or Rulers of the Churches, as the due execution o f i t is 
commen Jed i n them. A n d therefore unto them i t doth belong 
w i t h r e f p e d unto their Off ice , and is thereon an O f f i c e - A d , 

or an A a o f A u t h o r i t y . , , , r . n-
H O W U E I T , i t cannot be denied, but that the In teref f , 

yea, the power o f the whohChwchmthc Fraternity o\ i t , is 
greatly to be confidered herein. For indeed, where-ever the 
A p o i f l c Treats o f i t , he doth not any where recommend i t 
unto the O fficers of the Church i n a peculiar manner, but un to 
the whole Church and the Brethren therein, f h i s is evident i n 
the places before quoted.Wherefore the whole Church is concern­
ed herein, both i n point o f D u t y , Intereft ,and Power, ( i . ) I n 
point o f D u t y ; f o r by vir tue o f the mtitud watch o f all the 

E e Members 
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Members o f the Church over each other, and o f the care in* 
cumbent on every one o f them, for the Good, the Honour , the 
Reputat ion and Edi f ica t ion o f the who le , i t is their Duty j o i n t l y 
and feverally to endeavour the purging out from among them o f 
every t h i n g that is contrary unto thofe ends. A n d they w h o 
are not concerned i n tliefe things, are dead and ufelefs M e m ­
bers o f the Church . ( 2 . ) I n Intereft, they have alio a con­
cernment therein. T h e y are to look that no root of bitterntfs 
(fring up among ft them, left themfelves are at length defied thereby 
I t is u l i ia l ly la id , that the good are not defiled by ho ld ing 
C o m m u n i o n w i t h t l i e m that arc wicked i n a part icipat ion o f 
ho ly Ordinances. A n d there is fbm.e T r u t h i n w h a t is fa id , 
w i t h reference unto w icked undilcovered H y p o c r i t e s ; or 
f uch as are not fcandaloufly flagitious: But to promote t l i is 
Perfrvafton, f b as to beget an opin ion i n Church-Members , 
that they are no ivay concerned i n the fcandalous Sins and Lives 
o f thole w i t h w h o m they w a l k i n all Duties o f Spir i tual C o m 
m u n i o n , openly a v o w i n g themfelves Members o f the lame 
Body w i t h them, is a Diabolical Engine invented to counte­
nance Churches i n horrible fecuri ty unto their ruine. But yet 
befides that defi lement, w h i c h may be cont raded i n a jo in t 
part icipat ion o f the fame Ordinances w i t h fuch Pei fbns ; tliere 
arc other ways almofl ; innumerable, wl ic reby their Example 
i f palfed by w i t h o u t An imadver f ion , may be pernicious unto 
their Fa i th , L o v e and Obedience. Wherefore they are obli'^cd 
i n po in t o f Spiritual Intereft, as they take care o f their o w n 
Souls, to concurr i n the e j ed ion out o f the C h u r c h , o f obfHnate 
Offenders. ( 5 . ) I n point o f Power, For the Execution o f this 
Sentence is commi t ted unto and relfs i n the Body o f the 
C h u r c h . Accord ing as they concurr and p r a d i f e , fo i t is put 
i n Execut ion or Sufpended ; f o r i t is they w h o m u f t w i t l i d r a w 
C o m m u n i o n f r o m them, or the Sentence is o f no ule or v a l i ­
d i ty this p u n i f h m e n t m u f t be i n f l i f t e d by t l ie many, w h o 
alfb are to reftore h i m w h o is lb rebuked. Wherefore Ex-
communicat ion, w i t h o u t the confent o f the C h u r c h , is a meer 
n u l l i t y . 

B ( J r i f any one f h a l l fay , that Excommunica t ion is not an A £ t 
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o f Authority nor o f OiHce, but o f Power r e f id ing i n the commu-
»ity r e fu l t ing f r o m their c o m m o n fuf f rage , guided and d i r e f t e d 
t>y the OiEcers or Elders o f the C h u r c h , I f l i a l l again take up 
this Enqui ry immedia te ly , and ipeak un to i t more d i tHnQly ; 
5^^. wha t is here fpoken f l i o u l d not be f i i f f i c i e n t unto the fa t iP 
l a t t i o n o f any. 

O U R next E n q u i r y is concerning f^eo^jeiJ? o f this C h u r c h Ctn-
l»re ; or w h o they are that ought to be Excommunicated. A n d , 

1- T H E Y m u f t be Members of that Church, by w h i c h the 
^entcnce is to be denounced againf t t hem. A n d this, as w c 
h^^c proved before, they cannot be w i t h o u t their orv;̂  co^ /̂e;/?. 
^ne Church cannot Excommunicate the Members o f another. 
T h e y are unto them as unto this matter without, and they have 
no power to judge them. T h e foundat ion o f the R i g h t to pro­
ceed againft any herein, is i n their o w n voluntary engagement to 
obferve and keep the Rules and L a w s o f the Society whereunto 
they are admit ted. T h e offence is given unto that Chu rch i n 
t h e / r / place, i f not only. A n d i t is an A d o f the Church for 
« s o w n Edi f ica t ion . A n d there is a nullity i n the Sentence 
w h i c h is ordained, decreed or denounced by any w h o are not 
Officers o f tha t C h u r c h i n particular, where in the Sin is 

commit ted. • n.i x? 
2- T H E S E Church-Members that may be j u l t l y Excom­

municated, are o f T w o forts. ^ • r r 
, I . S U C H as continue obfiimte m the^xz^iccofan^^^^^^ 
flous S^n, after private and publick . f j ^ ^ £ 
f r o m tl ie f i r f t Offence i n Admonitton, is fo ^^^^^'''Jil^'^^^ 
cafes, Matth. . 8 . that there is no need l^^'^ll^'^^l^ll'^^^ 
T h e Time that is to be aUotted unto the feveral Deĝ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
f h a l l be fpuken unto afterwards. A n d unto a "S^^y"^^^I j^^J 
of obpnacy i n any fcandalous Sin, i t is '^'^'^''''^flX'Lh by 
the Sin confidered i n i t f e l f be f u c h , as is ^ ' ^ f ^ j ^ ' ^ i ' C r ' J 
< w i t h o u t doubt ing , d i fpu te or ha^fitation. I t J^^^I^J^^ 
Sui that is judged and condemned i n the L i g j i t o f - ^ j ; ' ; " ' ^ ^ 
i n the exprefs t e f t i n i o n y o f Scripture ; yea, fuch as the _ H o l y 
G h o f t witneft 'eth,that continued i,i without Repentance, H is incon-
fiftent w i t h Salvation. I f the t h i n g i t fe l f , to be Amraad vertea 
— E e 2 
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on , be dubious or difputable whether i t be a Sin or no, eipe-
da i l y fuch a Sin, either f r o m the Na tu re o f the F a f t , or the 
Qualifications o f the Perlbn offending, or f r o m other C i r c u m -
ftances, f b as that the g u i l t y Perlbn is n o t / f / / - c o / ; ^ e w » e ^ , nor 
are others f u l l y fatisfied i n their M i n d s about the nature o f i t , 
there is no room for Excommunica t ion i n fuch cafes. A n d i f 
i t be once al lowed to be applied tosffavds any Sins, but fuch as 
are evident to be fo (as the A p o f i l e fays, the Works of the F l t f j 
are m.tnifefl) in the L i g h t o f Na tu r e , and Exprefs T e l l i m o n y 
o f Scripture, not only w i l l the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f i t be made 
d i f f i c u l t , a matter of difpute, u n f i t f o r the Determinat ion o f 
the Body of the Church, but i t w i l l leave i t unto the wi l l s o f M e n 
to prof t i tu te unto l i t igious b r a w l s , quarrels and differences, 
where in Interert and Part ial i ty may take place; w h i c h is to 
profane this Div ine I n f t i t u t i o n . But confine i t as i t ought t o 
be, unto fuch Sins as are condemned i n the L i g h t o f Na ture 
or by Exprefs 'Fef t imony o f Scripture, as inconf i f t en t w i t h 
Salvation by Jefus C h r i f t , i f perf i f ted i n , and all things tha t 
belong unto the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f i t , w i l l be p la in and 
eafie. 

F R O M the n e g l e d o f this R u l e proceeded that horr ible 
confuf ion and difbrder i n Excommunica t ion and the A d m i n i l f r a -
t i on o f i t , w h i c h fo r f u n d r y Ages prevailed i n the W o r l d . 
For as i t was m o f t l y applied unto things holy, j u f l , and good^ 
or the performance o f juch Gofpel Duties as M e n owed to 
G h r i f t , a n d their o w n Souls;fb being exercifed w i t h r e f p c d unto 
irregularities, that are made fuch meerly by t i le Arbitrary C o n -
f f i t u t ions and L a w s o f xMen, and that i n cafes f r ivo lous , t r i f l i n g 
and o f no importance, i t was found neD;flrary to be managed 
i n and by f u c l i Courts, f uch Proceffes, f uch forms of Law, f u c h 
. Headings and intricacies o f C r a f t , f uch a burden o f C o f t and 
Charge, as is uncer ta iu iwhe ther i t ought to be more bewailed 
or derided. ' 

2. I T is required hereunto, that the matter of FaB. as-
unto the Rela t ion o f the Sin un to the particular Offender * be 
confeffedi or not denied, or clearly proved. H o w far t h i s is t o 
ex tend , and w h a t g round o f procedure there may be i n Repor t s 

- — - _ ^ 



quire afterwards. A n d a l though i n ftich cafes o f fublick Fame, 
: I good T e f l i m o n y f r o m thole o f Cred i t and Repute i n the 
--hurch given unto the fuppofed g u i l t y Perfon, is o f »/e and 
utticient i n fome cafes, f i n g l y tooppofe unto publ ick Reports ; 

,{et to require a M a n to ^ « r ^ e himfelf by others, f r o m any 
reigned fcandalous impu ta t i on , is an unwarrantable T y r a n n y . 

.3- I T is alfo required, tha t the previous procefs i n and by 
private and publ ick A d m o n i t i o n , and that repeated w i t h 

"^t^^^"^ ^^"^ ^'^^ fuccefs o f each o f t hem, be duly premifed . 
Whether this extend i t f e l f un to all frfa/ei- o f Excommunicat ion , 
ha l l be afterwards enquired in to . Ordinar i ly , i t is f b neceflary 

unto the C o n v i d i o n o f the M i n d and Confcienceof the Offender^ 
and to leave h i m w i t h o u t either provocation f r o m the Church, 
or excufe i n h imfe l f , fo fu i ted to be expreflive o f the Grace and 
.atience o f C h r i f t t o w a r d Sinners, f o requifite unto the fatisfa-

d i o n o f the C h u r c h i t f e l f i n their proceedure, as that the 
omijfion of it w i l l probably render the Sentence ufelefs and in -
c f f edua l . A c ry ing out , / admonijh A Firft, a Second, a Third 
ftme, and f b to Excommunica t ion , is a very abfurd obfervation 
o f a D iv ine I n f t i t u t i o n . 

^- I T is required, that the cafe of the Perfbn to be cenfured 
as unto his profeff ion o f Repentance on the one hand, or ob-
ftinacy on the other, be judged and determined by the whole 
Church i n love and compafl ion. There are few w h o are fo pro­
fligately w i c k e d , but that, w h e n the Sin w h e r e w i t h they are 
charged, is evidently fuch in the L i g h t o f Nature and Sen-
p u r e , and w h e n i t Isjuftiy proved againft '^^'^^J'^.^ftSsh^^ 
ome p r o f e f n o n o f 6 W . / a n d Repentance. Whether t h i s be 

iuf t ic ien t , as i n m o f t cafes i t is, to fufpend the prefent F̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
d i n g o f the C h u r c h , or quite t o lay i t afide, is l e f t " " t o the 
u d g m e n t o f the Church i t fe l f , upon confideration ot P ™ " ^ 

Circumftances, and w h a t is neceft^ary unto its o w n EdihcatiOEU 
O n l y this Rule m u f t bs continually obferved, that the leait 
appearance o f hafle. or undue precipitation herein, _is to oe 
avoided i n all thefe cafes, as the bane o f Church-Rule and 

A G A I N » 

or Fame concurr ing w i t h leading Circumftances, w e f h a l l 



a 1 4 TffhxcommHmcation. 

A G A I N , T h e manner o f its Adminifiration, according to" 
the m i n d o f C h r i i l , may be confidered. A n d hereunto are re­
quired, ( i . ) Prayer, w i t h o u t w h i c h i t can no way be admin i -
l i r e d i n the N a m e o f our L o r d Jefus C h r i f t . T h e A d a i i n i -
ftration o f any fo iemn Ordinance o f the G o i p e l , w i t h o u t 
Prayer is an horrible profanation o f i t . A n d the ncglef l : or 
contempt hereof, i n any w h o take upon them to Excommuni ­
cate others, is an open Proclamation o f the mllitj o f their A d 
and Sentence. A n d the obfcrvat ion o f the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f 
i t w i t h o u t any due Reverence o f God, w i t h o u t fo iemn invoca­
t i o n o f the N a m e o f C h r i f t , thereby ingag ing his Prefence 
and A u t h o r i t y i n w h a t they do, is that pr incipal ly w h i c h hath 
fet the Confcicnces o f all mankind at l iberty f r o m any concern-
ment i n this Ecclefiaft ical Cenfure ; and whence thole that 
A d m i n i f t e r i t exped no other fuccefs o f w h a t they do, but 
w h a t they can give i t by o u t w a r d force. A n d where this fails . 
Excommunica t ion is qu ick ly laid afide. As i t was w h e n the 
Pope threatned the Cantons of the Swijfers, that i f they com 
plied not w i t h fbme o f his Impof i t ions , he w o u l d E x c o m m u 
nicate them ; whereon they lent h i m w o r d they would not be Ex­
communicated, w h i c h ended the matter . Wherefore, w h e n 
our L o r d Jefiis C h r i f t gives un to his Church the power o f 
Dinding and loo f ing , d i r e d i n g them i n the exercife o f that 
30wer, he d i reds them to ask aff if tance by Prayer, when they 

are gathered together, Matth. 18. 18, 19, 20. A n d the A p o f t l e 
d i reds the Church o f Corinth, that they Ihould proceed unto 
this Sentence when they v^cvo.gathered together in the Name of 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, i Cor. 5, 4 . w h i c h could not be w i t h ­
out cal l ing on his Name . I n brief , w i t h o u t Prayer, neither 
is the Ordinance i t I c l f l a n d i f i c d unto the C i i u r d i , nor are any 
meet to A d m i n i f t e r i t , nor is t l ic Autho>-ity o f C h r i f t either 
owned or engaged, nor D i v i n e A f f i f t a n c c attained ; neither 
is w h a t is done any more Excommunication t l i an any r a f l l 
Curfe is, f b that many proceed ino ru ina t t l y out o f the M o u t h s 
o f M e n . 

A N D the Prayer required herein is o f three forts, ( i . ) T h a t 
w h i c h is previous for guidance and d i r e d i o n i n a matter o f f b 
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great we igh t and importance. I t is no finall t h i n g to f a l l i n 
t o mi ibJ ie s , w h e n M e n a d in the Name of Chrifi, and l b 
^"§^S<^ his A u t h o r i t y i n w h a t he w i l l not o w n . A n d the beft 

o f Churches, are liable unto fuch mif takes , 
ley are not under the guidance o f the ho ly Sp i r i t , 

-"&"5v. l i i i A u t n o r i t y i n w h a t he w i l l not o w n . A n d the beli 
ot M e n , the beft o f Churches, are liable unto fuch mif takes 
Where they are not under the guidance o f the ho ly Sp i r i t 

is to be obtained by Prayer on ly . ( 2 . ) In, or together 
mth the Adminiftration o f i t ; that w h a t is done on Ear th 
may be ratif ied i n Heaven, by the approbation o f C h r i f t , anc 
be made ef tedual unto its proper E n d . ( 3 . ) I t m u f t be folloiv-

w i t l i the Prayer of the Church unto the fame purpo le ; al l 
w i t i i r e f p c d unto t l ie H u m i l i a t i o n , Repentance, Heahng and 
Recovery o f the Oifcnder. 
. 2/̂ ,̂ 1 1 ' is to be accompanied w i t h Lamentation or M o u r n ­
ing So the A p o f t l e repr o v i n g the Church o l Corinth f o r the 
onu f f i on o f i t when i t was nccelTary, tells them, T h a t they 
had not tnourned ; that the offender mi<!}it be taken away from a-
mongthem, 1 Cor . 5. 2. I t is not to be done w i t h o u t zwwr*-
ing: A n d h i m l c l f calls the Execution o f this Sentence f r o m 
this A d j u n d , his bewailing o f them. / jhall bewail many that 
fjaye finned already,^ 2 Cor . 12. 2. Comfaffion for the perfon 
oi lcnding, w i t h reipcdl unto that dangerous condit ion where-
V^toheha th caft h i m f e l f ; the Exc i f ion o f a iVlcinber o f the 
^^mc Body w i t h w h o m they have had C o m m u n i o n i n the m o f t 
holy Myf t e r i c s o f D i v i n e W o r l h i p , and fate d o w n at the T a ­
ble o f the I-.ord, w i t h a due fenfe o f the DiQionour o f the 
Gofpel by his t a l l , ought to ingenerate this Mourning or Lamen­
tation i n the M i n d s o f them v/ho are concern'd i n the Execu-
•̂»on o f the Sentence. xVor is i t adv i f ib le fo r any Church to 

proceed thereunto, before they are fo af leded. 
^ 3l/7> I T is to be accompanied w i t h a due fence f the future 
Judgment of Chrifi. For w e herein Judge for C h r i f t , m tne 
matters o f his H o u f e and K i n g d o m . A n d woe to them w h o 
dare pronounce this Sentence w i t h o u t a p e r f w a h o n o n ood 
grounds, that i t is the Sentence of Chrift himfelf A n d there 
IS a Reprefentation alfo i n i t o f the future Ju^g^i^^t, w h e n 
C h r i f t w i l l Eternallv cut o i f a n d fbparate f r o m h i m f e l f all H y ­
pocrites and impeni tent Sinners. T h i s is w e l l cxpreffed by 

Xeriulha^ 


