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great we igh t and importance. I t is no finall t h i n g to f a l l i n 
t o miltaJies, w h e n M e n a d in the Name of Chrift, and l b 
^"§^S<^ his A u t h o r i t y i n w h a t he w i l l not o w n . A n d the beft 

o f Churches, are liable unto fuch mif takes , 
ley are not under the guidance o f the ho ly Sp i r i t , 

-"&"5v. l i i i A u t n o r i t y i n w h a t he w i l l not o w n . A n d the beli 
ot M e n , the beft o f Churches, are liable unto fuch mif takes 
wj i e re they are not under the guidance o f the ho ly Sp i r i t 

i=> to be obtained by Prayer on ly . ( 2 . ) In, or together 
mth the Adminijlration o f i t ; that w h a t is done on Kar th 
may be ratif ied i n Heaven, by the approbation o f C h r i f t , anc 
be made e f fedua l unto its proper E n d . ( 3 . ) I t m u f t be follow-

'J^'itli the Prayer of the Church unto the fame purpole \ al l 
w i t i i r e f p c f t unto t l ie H u m i l i a t i o n , Repentance, Heahng and 
Kecovery o f the Oifender. 
. 2/̂ ,̂ 1 1 ' is to be accompanied w i t h Lamentation or M o u r n 
ing So the A p o f t l e repr o v i n g the Church o l Corinth f o r the 
onu f f i on o f i t w l i c n i t was nccelTary, tells them, T h a t they 
had not tnourmd ; that the offender mi<!}it be taken a^vay from a-
mongthern, 1 Cor . 5. 2. I t is not to be done w i t h o u t zwwr*-
ing: A n d h i i n l c l f calls the Execution o f this Sentence f r o m 
this A d j u n f t , his bewailing o f them. / ^^'^^^ bewail many that 
have finned already,^ 2 Cor . 12. 2. Comfaffion for the perfon 
oifending, w i t h reipcdl unto that dangerous condit ion where-
V^toheha th cafi: h i m l e l f ; the Exc i f ion o f a iVlcinber o f the 
^^mc Body w i t h w h o m they have had C o m m u n i o n i n the m o f t 
Jioly Myf t e r i c s o f D i v i n e W o r l h i p , and fate d o w n at the T a 
ble o f the L o r d , w i t h a due fenfe o f the DiQionour o f the 
Gofpel by his t a l l , ought to ingenerate this Mourning or Lamen-
^^tion i n the M i n d s o f them v/ho are concern'd i n the Execu-
•̂»on o f the Sentence. xVor is i t adv i f ib le fo r any Church to 

proceed thereunto, before they are fo afl tdted. 
^ 3l/7> I T is to be accompanied w i t h ^due fence f the future 
Judgment of Chrift. For w e herein Judge tor C h n f t , i n tne 
matters o f his l i 'oufe and K i n g d o m . A n d woe to theni w h o 
dare pronounce this Sentence w i t h o u t a p e r f w a h o n o n 00a 
grounds, that i t is the Sentence of Chriji himfelf- ^ ^ d there 
IS a Reprelentation alfo in i t o f the future Judgment, w h e n 
C h r i f t w i l l Eternally cut o i f a n d fcparate f r o m h i m i e l f all H y 
pocrites and impeni tent Sinners. T h i s is w e l l cxprelTecl by 
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TtrtuUUn, Ihidem etiam Exhortationes^ Cafiigatioms & Cenfu-
ra, Divim ( f p e a k i n g o f the AlTemblies o f the Church ) nam 
judtcatttr magm cum fo»derey ut apud certos de Dei con(pt6lu ; 
fummumquefuturi judicii pr^ejudicium ejl, fi quis it A dUqutrit 
ut a. Commiinicmom OrationU & Conventus, & omnis fanili 
commtmi rtkgetur, A p o l . cap. Were this D u t y obfcrved, 
i t w o u l d be a prcfcrvat ive aga in l l that in ter-mixture o f corrupt 
A i f e a i o n s , and corrupt Ends, w h i c h of ten impofc thcmfelves 
on the M i n d s o f M e n , i n the exercife o f this Power. 

Lajily^ T H E Nature and End o f this Judgment or Sentence 
being QorremTje^ not Vindictitive; f o r Hea l ing , not D e f t r u d i -
on wha t is the D u t y of the Church , and thofe pr incipal ly 
concerned i n the pu r lu i t o f i t to render i t e f f e f tua l , is p la in ly 
evident. O f w h a t ufe a Signifcavit and Capias may be i n this 
ca(e I k n o w n o t ; they belong not unto C h r i f t i a n Re l ig ion ; 
m u c h lefs do Fire and Faggot do (b. Prayer f o r the perlbn cut 
o f f ; Admonition as occahon is o f fe red ; Comfafwn i n his di". 
ftreffed Ef ta te , w h i c h is f b much the more deplorable, i f he 
k n o w i t n o t ; forbearance f r o m common Converfc , w i t h readi-
nefs for the Rcf taura t ion .of L o v e , i n all the f ru i t s o f i t , con
ta in the principal Duties o f the C h u r c h , and all the Members 
o f i t towards them that are j u f f l y Excommunicate . 

W H A T far ther belongcth. unto t l i is Head o f Church-Rule 
or Order f ha l l be fpoken un to i n the Refb lu t ion o f (bme Cajts 
or Enquiries^ where in alio Tome T h i n g s o i i ly mentioned already, 
f h a l l be more f u l l y explained. 

I H A V E made fbme enqui ry before^ whether Excommu
nicat ion b e a n a d of Authority and Juri/aicfion i n the Officers 
o f the Church , or an act o f Power i n the Fraternity o f the 
C h u r c h . But fo r the fake o f fbme by w h o m i t is defired 
I f ha l l a l i t t l e more d i f t i n t t l y enquire after the T r u t h here- i 
i n ; - t hough I fliall alter no th ing o f wha t was before laid d o w n . 
A n d , 

I . I T is certain, i t hath been proved, and I n o w take i t for 
granted, ' I l i a t the L o r d C h r i f t i ia th given this Power unto the 
Church. Wherefore i n tlie exercife of . this Power, both tl ie 
Officers an J , Members o f the Church are to a6l accordi i i" un-

• ^ ^ \ . ££L 

\ 



xcommunicatton 
to their rejj^emvc In teref ts . For that Exercife o f Powct 
unt n " ' ^ ^^y^^^^ any, w l i i c h is not an a d o f Obedic 
T l ° •> '̂̂  tl^em that cxcrcifc i t , i t is i n i t f e l f mm. 
in l?"^ '̂ ^^^^•eforc no D i f t i n d i o n or D i r t r i b u t i o n o f l \ ) w e r 

'1 u"^ ' ^^ ' ' ^""^ "̂ '̂ ^ i n t c rpo f i t i on o f efpecial D u t y . 
^ ?• _ i H E I n f t i t u t i o n o f C h r i f t , w i t h r c f p e t l unco a Church 
' s I t IS a peculiar Society f o r its c/Jjecial Ends, do not deprive 

^ natural R i g h t , as i t is a. Society. There is i n every 
y f>^mmuj^ by voluntary Confedera t ion , a natural R i g h t and 

ower to expel thofc f r o m its Society, w h o w i l l not be ru led 
tl ic L a w s o f its Conf t . i tu t ion . A n d i f tlie Chu rch f l i o u l d , 

oy the I n f t i c u t i o n o f a Power, new as unto the w a y , manner 
and ends of its Exercife, be deprived o f its Original, radical 
r o w e r , w i t h rcfpea: unto the general E n d o f its o w n Prefer-
vat ion. It w o u l d not be a gainer by that I n f t i t u t i o n . I t m a y 
be cafily undcr f tood , that the L o r d C l i r i f t f h o u l d i n particular 
appoint the W a y and Manner o f the Exercifc o f this Power or 
A d n i i n i f t r a t i o n o f this Sentence, c o m m i t t i n g the care thereof 
unto the Officers o f the C h u r c h . But i t cannot be w e l l under
stood, that thereby he f l i o u l d deprive the Churc l i o f its R^ght, 
and fo rb id them their D u t y i n preferving their Society entire 
and pure. Ne i the r can i t be fo i n an efpecial manner comi-
"^Jtted unto anv, as that upon their neglea , whereby thofe 
w h o by the L a w and Ru le o f C h r i f t , ought to be caft out o t 
tne Churches C o m m u n i o n , are continued in i t unto its Sm 
and Defi lement the Church i t f e l f ftiould be free f r o m gu i l t . 
Wherefore t h e ' A p o f t l e exprefly chargeth the n^hole Church ot 
^orin^h w i t h Sin Tnd negle& o f D u t y , i n that ^J-^ -^^^^^^ 
perfon was not put away from among them : Th i s could not 
be, i f f o b e t h e pSwei o / i t were fo i n the Hands o f ^Jcr^ of 
the Officers, that the Church had no ^ f f ' S f ' t ^ - ' J ^ Z 
none can incurr a G u i l t meerly by the defea o f others m tnc 
D i k h a r g e o f their D u t y . , . 
^ T H E Church eLtially confidcred is befoi^ its ordinary 
Officers ; for the Apo l t l e ordained Officers in every Lhurch. Jiut 
the Church i n that State hath Power to put away f r o m among 
them and their C o m m u n i o n an obftinatc Oftender. I hey have 

F f I t 
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i t , as they are a Society, by voluntary confederation. Where in 
this comes f h o r t o f Au thor i t a t ive Excommunica t ion , w i l l i m 
mediately appear. 

4 . W H E R E a Church is compleat and Orgamzedwithits 
ftated Rulers, as the Church o f Corinth was, yet Rules, I n f t r u 
d i o n s and Commands arc given exprefly unto the Fraternity 
or Community o f the C h u r c h , f o r their D u t y and A c t i n g i n the 
A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f this Sentence, and the cu t t i ng o f f an 
Offender, i Cor. 5. 2 , 4 , 6 , 7. 2 Cor. 2. 7, 8. Y"ea, the 
iTnviMA^ or inf l i£ t ion o f the Sentence, is afcribcd unto t hem, 
Ver. 5. A l l thefc things do fuppofe a Right and Duty thereon 
t o A d according to their I n t c r e f l i n Excommunica t ion , to re-
fide i n the whole C h u r c h : Wherefore, 

5. T H E R E arc fome Mis belonging hereunto , that the 
Church i t f e l f i n the Body o f the Fra tern i ty , cannot be ex
cluded f r o m w i t h o u t de f t roy ing the nature of t l ie Sentence i t f c l f , 
and rendring i t i n e f f c d u a l . Such are the previous cognizance 
of the Caufcy w i t h o u t w h i c h they cannot be blamed for any 
neg l ed about i t ; preparatory Duties unto its Execut ion, i n 
Prayer, M o u r n i n g and A d m o n i t i o n , w h i c h are exprefly pre-
fcr ibcd unto them ; and a T e f t i f i c a t i o n o f their conlent unto i t , 
by their common Suffrage. W i t h o u t thefe th ings , E x c o m 
munica t ion is but a N a m e w i t h a n o i f e ; i t belongs not un to 
the Order appointed by C h r i f t i n his C h u r c h . 

6. H E N C E arifc the Duties o f the C l i u r c h towards an 
Excommunicated Perfbn, that are confequential unto his ex-
c lu f ion f r o m among them. Such are Praying fo r h i m as one 
noted by the C l i u r c h , and under the D i f c ip l i ne o f c ' h r i f t • 
avoiding Communion w i t h h i m i n publ ick and private, that he 
may be a f t a m e d , and thehke ; all w h i c h arife f r o m their o w n 
voluntary ad ings i n his excluf ion ; and f u c h , as w i t h o u t a 
judgment o f the caufe, they cannot be obliged unto . 

7. Y E T on the other fide, unto the f o r m a l compleat-
nsfs o f this Sentence, an Authoritative Aci of Office-Po,ver 
is required. For , ( r . ) There is i n i t f uch an A d o f / ? « / e as 
is i n the hands o f the Elders o n l y . ( 2 . ) T h e Executive 
Power o f the Keys i n b ind ing and loo f ing , fo far as i t com-
— • : • 43!:i?-Hgtll. 



Uf LxcommmicauonT 

pi'izeth Authority to be a d e d i n the N a m e o f C h r i f t , is en 
trwfted w i t h them o n l y . 

8. W H E R E F O R E I (hal l fay no more i n anrwer unto this 
Enqu i ry ; but that Excommunication is an a d o f Church-
Power i n its OiHccrs and Brethren, a d i n g according unto their 
K f p e d i v e R igh t s , In tc re f t s , and Duties part icularly preicribed 
unto them. T h e Officers o f the Church a d i n i t as Officers 
W i t h Authority, the Brethren or the Body o f the Churc l i w i t h 
Pgwer ; yet fo , as that the Officers are no way excluded f r o m 
their Power, Confent and Suffrage i n the a d i n g o f the C h u r c h , 
but have the fame In te re f t therein w i t h all other Members o f the 
C h y r c h ; but the C o m m u n i t y o f the Church have no In te re f t 
i n thofe Author i t a t ive ad ings o f the Officers w h i c h are pecu-
l ia t unto them. Where either o f thefeis w a n t i n g , the w h o l e 
I^n ty is v i t ia ted , and the fence o f the Sentence rendred m -
etfedual . 

1. r r is Enqui red , Whether Excommumcntion,]ufily deferved, 
may and ought to be omitted in cafe of trouble, or dmger that may 
enjue unto the Church therein. 

^ I T is ufua l ly granted that f o i t may and ought to be ; w h i c h 
Teems in general to have been the judgment of Aupn. 
, T H E t r o u b l e s and Dangers in tended , are three-fold^ 
C 'O F rom the T h i n g i t felf . ( 2 . ) F r o m thcPerfons to be 
Excommunicated. ( 3 . ) F r o m the C W ^ . p „ r there 
, I . T R O U B L E may arife ^J^^^'^S^ o/er 
being an exereife o f A u t h o r i t y ^ f p ^ ' ^ l l j ' ^ l ^ ^ ^ 
^erfons o f M e n , not granted f r o m the Ct-ud g 
L a w o f the L a n d , thofe that execute i t may be liable unto Penal 
ties ordained i n fuch cafes. , , ^^^^^ and o f 

2. T H E PerfonstobeExcommumcatedjVi^yhcGreat^^^^ 
great L i t e re f f i n the W o r l d , fo as that i f ^^^^^^^^oll^^^^ 
cation hereby, they may occafion or f f i r up Pei lccut ionagainl t 
the Church , as i t hath of ten fallen out. . , , , „ ^ 

3. T H E Church i t f e l f may be dtvtded on thefe conf i -
derations, fb as that l a f t i ng differences may be o c c a f i ° " ^ ^ 

p f 2 among 
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among t h e m , w h i c h the omiffion o f the Sentence m i g h t 
prevent. 

F O R A n f w e r hereunto, (ome things m u f t be p r c m i k d . A s , 
I . H E R E is no fuppof i t ion o f any t h i n g frnftd or morally 

ev i l i n the C h u r c l i , its Officers, or any o f its Members , by 
rc fuf in"- to o m i t the pronouncing o f this Sentence. Whether 
there be any Sin i n g i v i n g occafion unto the troubles mentioned, 
to be avoided by an o m i f f i o n o f D u t y , is n o w t o be cnquii-ed 

^^^2. W E m u f l ruppore, . ( i . ) T h a t the c4//e o f E x c o m m u n i . 
cation be clear and evidentjboth as unto the mer i t of the Faa , and 
the due Appl ica t ion o f i t unto the Perfon concerned ; io as that 
}io Rational indifferent Man fliall be able to fay , that i t is meet 
that f l i ch an one fliould be continued a Member o f fuch a So
ciety ; as i t ought to be, wherercver Excommunica t ion is ad-
minifbred.; ( 2 . ) Thit (efficient Time and fpace o f Repentance, 
and fo r g i v i n g fa t i s fa t t ion unto the C h u r c h ( w h e r e o f after
wards) hath been al lowed unto the Perfbn after A d m o n i t i o n . 
( 3 . ) T h a t the C h u r c h do th really iuffer i n Honour and Repu
ta t ion by tolerat ing fuch a fcandalous Offender among them. . 

I JNSWERy O n tl iefe fuppof i t ions I fee no ) u f l Rcafbn to 
countenance t'he omiffion of the Execution of this Sentence^ or to 
acquit the C h u r c h f r o m the g u i l t o f Sin i n f b do ing . For , 

I , T H E firft pretence o f D^^^g'er is vain . There is not the 
Iqaff flyadow of tirifdiBion i n this A d p f the C h u r c h . TJicre 
is no th ing i n i t that toucheth any t h i n g w h i c h is under the 
P r o t e f t i o n and Conferva t ion o f Humane Lmn I t reacheth not 
the Perfons o f M e n i n their Lives, or Liberties ; nor their 
Eftates or the leaft Secular Privileges that they do enjoy ; i t doth 
n o t expofc them, to thc Porver or Cenfures o f others, nor pre
judge them as un to Of f ice or Advantage o f L i f e . The re is 
therefore no concernment o f the La'.v of the Landhereiny no 
more than i n a Parents d i fenher i t ing a Rebellious C h i l d . 

2,, A S unto danger of Perfecutionjhy the means o f the Perfbn 
provoked, I fay , ( i . ) T h e fame may be pleaded as unto a l l 
Qther Duties o f obedience unto Jefus C h r i f t w h e r e w i t h the 
W o r l d is provoked ; and f o the w h o l e p rofe f f ion o f the Church . 

f h o u l d 
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Pnould give place to the fear of Perfecution. T o tefiify againfi 
Sin in the w a y o f C h r i f t s appointment , is a cafe o f C o n f e f f i o n . 
( 2 . ) T h e Apcf t l c s were not deterred by this confideration f r o n 
the Excommunica t ion o f Simon Mag^is, the feducing Jews, 
Hymenetis Tind Alexander, w i t h others. ( 3 . ) T h e L o r d C h r i f t 
commandeth and reprovcth his Churches, according as they 
were ftria i n the obfcrvat ion o f this D u t y , or neglet t ive o f i t , 
n o t w i t h f t a n d i n g t h e / e a r of Perfecution thereon, Revel. 2. j , 

( 4 . ) H e w i l l take that care o f his Church m a l l their 
obedience unto h i m , as f l i a l l t u r n all the confequents thereof 
unto their advantage. 

3-. AS unto danger o f Differences in the Church, there is no
t h i n g to be faid ; but that i f Ru le , Order, Love and D u t y w i l l 
no t prevent fuch Diiferenccs,tlierc is n o w a y appointed of C b r i l t 
for that end : A n d i f they are fu f f i c ien t for i t , (as they are 
abundantly) they m u f t bear their o w n blame w h o occalion 
fuch Differences. 

11. B U T i t may be fa id , What if fuch m Offender as jufljy 
deferves to. be Excommunicated, and is under admonition m ordtr 
thereunto in cafe of Impenitemy, (Jjould 'voluntarily mthdraw hm-
W from, and leave the CoJnnmon of the Church ts there any 

"^ceffity to proceed againft him by Excommunication f 

Anfv. I . S O M E fay i t is enough, i f i t be declared in the 
Church that fuch an one hath cut off hirnfelf ii-om t\itC\mich, 
and is therefore no longer under their wa tch or care, but is lerc 
unto h i m f e l f and the W o r l d . A n d this is fu f f i c ien t w i d i them 
w h o o w n no A d O^.e-Pc^^'^r or A u t h o r i t y i n Excom^^^^^^^ 

atipn, but efteem i t only a noted celfation o f Commu^^^^^^^ 
Mch deftroys a pr incipal Branch o f the Power o f t h . Keys. 

2 ' ' W H E R E the offence is p la in , opsn, fcandalous, per f i f t ed 
n ; where A d m o n i t i o n is defpifed or not complied w i t h , i t is 
he D u t y o f the Church to denounce the Sentence of Excom
munication againft fuch a Perfon, n o t w i t h f t a n d i n g his v o l u n -
ai-y departure: For , , 
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1. N O M a n is to make an Jdvantag" unto h i m f e l f , or to be 
freed f r o m any Difadvaat ge, Cenfure or S p i r i t u a l Penalty 
by his o w n Sin ; iLich as is rhc voluntary Rdinqutfiment o 
the C h u r c h , by a Pe j fbn under A d m o n i t i o n fo r Icandalou 

Offences. . ^ , , , , 
2. I T is nccefHiry unto t l ie C i iu rc ! i , both as unto the D i f : 

charge o f its D u t y , and the vindication of its Honour; as alio 
f rom^ the Benefit and Edi f ica t ion i t w i l l receive by thole Duties 
o f P lumi l i a t i on , M o u r n i n g and Prayer, w h i c h are nccelTary 
unto the Execution o f this Sentence. 

2. I T is necelTary for thegood^ and benefit o f h i m w h o f b de 
ferves to be Excommunicated. For , ( i . ) T h e end o f the Z«y?/. 
tution o f the Ordinance, is his Correciiony not \m Dejlruction 
and may be effectual unto his Repentance and Recovery 
( 2 . ) I t is to be fo l lowed with/harp Jdmonition nnd Prayer. 
w h i c h i n due t ime , may reach the m o f t profl igate Sinner. 

4 . I T becomes not the Wifdotn and Order o f any Society en 
t ru f f ed w i t h A u t h o r i t y for its o w n p r c £ ' r v a t i o n , as the Churc l 
js by C h r i f t h i m f e l f ; to f l i f fe r Peribns obnoxious unto Cenfure 

the fundamenta l Rules o f that Society, to calf o f f all r e f j ^ed 
unto i t , to break their Order and l l e l a t i o n , w i t h o u t A n i m a d 
ve r t ing thereon, according to the A u t h o r i t y w h e r e w i t h they 
are i n t r u f l e d . T o do o the rwi fe is to expofe their Order unto 
contempt, and Proclaim a Di f f idence i n their o w n A u t h o r i t y 
fo r the Spir i tual pun i f l imen t o f Offenders. 

5. O N E end o f the Appo in tmen t o f the Power and Sentence 
o f Excommunica t ion i n the C h u r c h , is to give Tef l : imony 
unto the future final judgment o f C h r i f t againf t impeni tent Sin 
ners, w h i c h none o f them can r u n away f r o m , nor efcapc. 

I I I . A T H I R D E n q u i r y may be, IVhethcr in cafe of an^^ 
great and fcandalous Sin, the Church may proceed unto Excommu 
nicationy without any previous Admonition. 

— 7 J I —• 

Anfxv. I . P E R S O N S may he falfly accufed of and charged 
w i t h great Sins, the greateft o f Sins, as we l l as thofe o f a 
Jeffer Degree , and that both by particular Tef t imonies and 

• pn bliclf 
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P ^ ^ i c k Reports, as i t was w i t h the Lord Chrifi h i m f e l f ; 
Which daily Experience conf i rms. Wherefore , a l l l iaf te and 
P ^ ^ f g t a t i o n hke that o f Dwvid i n j udg ing the Cafe o f Me-
phibojbeth, is careful ly to be avoided, t hough they are prelled 
under the pretences o f the greatnefs and notor ie ty o f the S in . 

2. T H E R E is no individual aUtual Sin, but i t is capable o f 
S/'^^t Aggrava t ion or A l l e v i a t i o n f r o m its Circumfiances : T h e f e 
the Church is to enquire into, and to obtain a f u l l knowledge 
^ f f S ^ ? ' that all things being du ly weighed , they may be 
attetted w i t h the Sin m a due manner, ov after a goodly Jort ; 
Winch is effential unto the r i g h t admin i f l r a t i on o f this 
Ordinance. 

3- T H I S cannot be d o n e , w i t h o u t Perfonal Conference 
W i t h the Oifender, w h o is to be al lowed to fpeak fo r h i m f e l f . 
T h i s Conference ,' i n cafe g u i l t be difcovercd, cannot bu t 
nave i n i t the nature o f an Admonition, whereon the Church is 
to proceed, as i n cafe o f previous fo lemn admoni t ion, i n the 
Order, and according to the Ru le w h i c h fliall be immediately 
declared 

J V . F O U R T H L Y , Whether on the f i r f l knowledge of an 
^jj^ncc or fcandalous Sin, if it he known unto the Church, that 
the offending Party is-penitent, and willing to declare his Httmilia-
tion and Repentance for the fatisfaction of the Church, may the 
Church proceed unto his Excommunication, in cafe the Sin be great 
and notorious ? 

Anfw. I . I T is certain, that i n an orderly Progrefs, as 
mi to morepdvate Sins, a compliance by ^ f ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ' f ^ j f ' ' ^ ^ 
F i r f t or Second A d m o n i t i o n , doth put a f l o p unto all f u i thei 
Ecclefia[lical procecdure. . oinc 

z. B U T whereas the E n q u i r y is made concerning bins, 
cither i n their o w n Na tu re or i n their Circumftances, great 
and of difreputation unto the Church : I A n f w e r , _ 

I F Repentance be evidenced unto the Confciences Ot tne 
Rulers Of the Church to be ftncere, and proportionable unto 
the Oifence i n its ou twa rd Demonf t ra t ion , according unto^tne 



2 2 i 
Of tLxcomntHnication. 

ier. t o r , 
[ T w o u l d be publ ick iy to rejeB t l i e m w h o m they acr 
led '̂-e that Chri/l doth receive. T h i s no th ing can warrarit 

Ru le o f the G o f p e l , fo as that they are obliged to judge h i j 
Char i ty , that the Pcrfbn finning is pardoned and accepted w i t h 
C h r i f t , as a l l fincerely penif-nt Sinners are undoubtedly \ the 
Church cannot proceed unto the Excommunicat ion o f fuch an ' 
Offender. For, 

I . r 
knowledge that Lhrtft doth receive, i nis no tnmg can warrar i t ] 
them to d o ; yea, f o to do - i s to fc t up thcmlelves againfl: 
C h r i f t , or at leaft to make ule o f his A u t h o r i t y againft his 
M i n d and W i l l . Yea, f uch a Sentence w o u l d def t roy i t f e l f ; 
f o r i t is a Declaration that C i i r i f t doth difapprove them, v / i i o m ' 
he do th approve. , , , r r I 

a. T H B J R fo doing would ma.kQ a. mi/re/>re/entation of the] 
Go/pel, and o f the L o r d C h r i f t therein. - For , whereas the , 
pr incipal defign o f the Gofj:>el, and o f the Rep rc f i n t a t i on that 
is made therein o f C h r i f t JefLis, is to evidence that allfwccrdy 
Penitent Sinners, that Repent according unto the Rule of it, arc 
and lhal l be Pardoned and Accepted ; by the R e j e d i o n o f f l i c h I 
a Perfbn i n t.'ic face o f his (incere Repentance, tliere is an open 
con t rad i f t ion Lliereunto. Efpecial ly i t w o u l d give an undue 
bnce o f the Heart, Mind, and Will o f C h r i f t towards Re-

pent ing Sijiiii-rs ; ihch as may fac dangerous unto the F a i t h o f 
Believers, f b far as the Execution o f t l i is Sentence is D o d b i n a l : 
For f uch i t is, and declarative o f the M i n d o f C h r i f t according 
un to the judgment o f the C h u r c h . T h e Image therefore o f 
this E x c o m m u n i c a t i o n , w h i c h is fct up i n fbme Chuichcs , 
where in the Sentence o f i t is denounced w i t h o u t any regard 
un to the M i n d o f C h r i f t , as unto his Acceptance or Di f^ ip-
Drobation o f thofe w h o m they Excommunicate , is a Teacher\ 
of Lyes. 

5. S U C H a proceedure is contrary unto the nature and enA 
of this Sentence. For i t is CorreBive ;ind InflruSiive, not pro
perly p u n i f l i i n g and v i n d i f l i v e . T h e fble end o f i t , w i t h re-
f p e d whcrcun to i t ha t l i its Eft icacy f r o m D i v i n e I n f t i t i i t i o n 
is the Humiliation, Repentance and Recovery o f the Sinner! 
A n d i f this be attained before, the infliction of this Sentence is 
contrary to t;he nature and end o f i t . 

. _ L 
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I •'^T W i l l be f a id , tha t i t ha th another end a l f b ; natt iely, the 
frefewation- ofthe furity of the Church, and the vindication of 
Vts Honour and Reputation, wherein it fuffers by the fcandalous 
ra'mej of any of its Members. Whereun to , I ( i . ) N o 
C h u r c h is or can be made impure by t h e m w h o m C h r i f t ha th 
purged; as he do th al l thofe w h o are t r u l y penitent. ( 2 . ) I t is 
no Dishonour un to any C h u r c h to have Sinners i n i t , w h o have 
evidenced fmcere Repentance. ( 3 . ) T h e prefent offence and 
fcandal may be provided againf t by an A £ t o f ReSforal Prudence, 
N caufing the of fending Perfon to abf ta in f r o m the Lo rds 
l i a b l e fo r aSeafon. 

V . I T is Enqu i red , ( F i f t h l y j Whether fuch as voluntarily^ 
\taujlejly And diforderly, do leave the Communion of any Church 
\whereof they are Members, though not guilty ofanyfcmdalous 
Wnmoralities, ma and ought to be Excommunicated ? 

Anfxv. I . W H E R E Perfbns are efteemed Members o f 
[Churches by external caufes without their own confent, ot b y 
Y'^^ochial cohabitation, they may remove f r o m one C h u r c h 
unto another by the Remova l o f their Hab i ta t ion , according 
unto their o w n Di fc re t ion . For fuch cohabitation being the 
only formal C W e o f a n y Rela t ion to fuch a Q i u r c h i n pamcu^ 
l a r / u p o n t h e cea f ingof i ha t cau fe , the Rela t ion ceafeth o f its 

1 . W H E R E Perfons arc Members o f Churches bv nittmL 
Uonfederatior., or exprefs perfonal confent, cauflefs departure 
f r o m them is an ex'//liable unto many Aggrevations. r f m r c h c s 

I 3. B U T whereas the principal end o f all particular Ch^^^^ 

is Edification, there may be many )uf t f f " ' ^ ' S 
w h y aPer fon may remove h i m f e l f f r o m the r.;;/.^^^^^^^ 

\ofone Church unto that o f another, ^ n ^ ^ j ; , ' ^ take care o f 
he h i m f c l f is judge, on w h o m i t is ^^^^'""^^T^^^, the 
his o w n Edif ica t ion above a 1 f ^ ^ ^ l f o n s f h c i r L i b e r t y dcfired 
C h u r c h to deny unto any fuch Pei ions tnc i i i^iu- y 

peaceably and according unto Order. PprfnnQ f ru i l t y 
' 4 . I T was declared before, that where any P e r i o n s g u u ^ 
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of, and under A d m o n i t i o n fo r any fcandalous Sin, do w i t h 
d raw f r o m the C o m m u n i o n o f any C h u r c h , their fo doing 
is no impediment unto a farther procedure againft them. * 

5. W H E R E A S there arc amongf t us Churches, or t l iofe 
w h o are f o efleemed i n the Confcicnces o f M e n , f o far 
d i f fer ing i n Principles and Pradices, as that they have not 
entire C o m m u n i o n w i t h one another i n all parts o f D i v i n e 
W o r f h i p , i t may be Enqui red , Whether if a Man leave a Church 
of one jort to pin with one of another; as fuppofe he leave a fele£i 
Co^gy^g^tion to join in a Parochial Church confiantly and tot ally^ 
he may he juftly Excommunicated for fo doing, without the cmfent 
of the Church whereunto he did belong. 

Jnfiv. 1. I T is certain on the one hand, that i f any M a n 
[eave the C o m m u n i o n o f Parochial Affembl ies to j o i n h i m f e l f 
unco a Seled Congregat ion, thofe w h o have Power over thofe 
Pari/bes, w i l l make no quef t ion whether they f l i a l l Excommuni
cate h i m or no i n their w a y . Bu t , 

2 . S U P P O S I N G Perfbns f o depart ing f r o n i particular C o n 
gregations, ( i . ) T o be free f r o m fcandalous Sins. ( 2 . ) T h a t 
they depart ^«/e / /^ w i t h o u t a t t empt ing D i f b r d c r o r C o n f u f i o n 
i n the Church . ( 3 . ) T h a t they do actually join themfelves un to 
the C o m m u n i o n o f fbme C h u r c h , w h o l e C o n f l i t u t i o n , Pr inc i 
ples and W o r / h i p t l icy do approve, whereby the i r v i f ib le 
Profef l ion is preferved ; t l ie C h u r c h may not j u f t l y proceed 
un to their Excommunica t ion : I t may f i i fRce to declare, that 
f u c h Perfbns have on their o w n accord forfaken the Communion 
o f the C h u r c h , are no more under its Watch or Care ; neither 
is the Church fu r the r obliged towards t h e m , bu t ' a s un to 
C h r i f t i a n Duties i n general. 

6. A S fo r thofe who le depmuYQ is as voluntary and cauflefs 
f o accompanied w i t h other evils, f uch as are Revilings, Re-
proaches and falfe Jccufations, as is u fua l i n f uch Cafes, they may 
be proceeded againf t as obft inate Offenders. ^ 

V I . T H E Sixth E n q u i r y is. What Time is to be given after 
folemn Admonition before afiual Excommunication ? 

^ • Anfrv. 
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jinfw. I . T H E manner o f fomc to r u n over the W o r d s , 
I Adntomfhyou a Firji, Second, and Third time, fo immedia te ly 
to make w a y fo r the Sentence o f Excommunica t ion , is that 
where in M e n are greatly to be pi t ied f o r their Ignorance o f 
^I'^J^ature o f thofe things w h i c h they take on themielves t o 
A c t , Order, and D i f p o l e of , that w e alcribe i t not unto w o r l e 
and more ev i l Caufes. 
^ - 2. T H E nature o f the t h i n g i t f e l f , requires a confiderable 
i>ealon ory/;^ce of Time, between f o l c m n A d m o n i t i o n and E x 
communicat ion. For the end and def ign o f the former is 
phe Repentance and Recovery o f the Offender. N o r d o t h 
Its Eff icacy thereunto depend on , or conf i f t i n the a£i:ual 
g i v i n g o f i t ; but as other m o r a l Caufes w h i c h may W o r k ^ r ^ -
^^lly, upon occafional Advantages. W a n t o f L i g h t , fome prefent 
Exafpera t ionandTempta t ion ,may feemto f r u f f rate a prelent^^-, 
^onition, w h e n they do but f u f p e n d its prefent E f f i cacy , w h i c h 
i t may afterwards obtain on the Confcicnce o f the Offender. 

3- I T being 2. Church Admonition t\\^t\s\m.endeA -, i t is the 
g u t y o f the C h u r c h to abide i n Prayer and w a i t i n g fo r the 
• I " " ! ! : o f i t according to the appointment o f C h r i l t . A n d 

herein the cafe may p o f f i b l y require fbme lo»g time to be 
pent. . . J 

N O prefent ^/'/'e^r^^^e of Ohftinacy ox ivn^^ff^i^^^^^^^'^^'' 
A d m o n i t i o n , ( w h i c h is u fua l ly pleaded) f f i o u l d caufe an i m -
"mediate proceedure unto Excommunica t ion . For , ( ! . ; « :> 
contrary unto the diftinEi Infiitution o f the one, a n d t h e o t n u 
wherein the fo rmer is to be al lowed its proper Seafon fm-^us Uie 
and Eff icacy . ( 2 . ) I t do th "Ot represent the^j/J^^^^^^^^ 
bearance of Chrifi towards his Church and all ^^^^""^^^^ h.^eth 
( 3 . ) I t is not fh i ted unto the ^^^''^lY.^'^nd^^^^^^^ 
al things, heareth all things, ^c. M .0 be attended 
the Recovery o f Sinners by Repentance, aie to 
•unto, fo as to deferr the ul t imate Sentence. 

Nulla unquam de morte hominis cunMo longa e f . 

1. I F new Sins are added o f tUfame, or any otker f.'^^j>^-^^^ 
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former fcaMs, w h i l f t Perfons are under A d m o n i t i o n , i t isan-
Ind ica t ion o f the necelTity of a proceedure. 

V I I I T may be farther Enqui red , Whether a Man may he 
Excommunicated for Errors in matters of Faith, orfalfe Opinions 
abmt them ? 

'j„frv. I . T H E Cafe is f o p la in ly and pof i t ive ly ftated, Rev.^. 
r^. . n^u , and other 6, 15, 16, 20. 1 Tim. I . 19, 20. T/V. 5 1 0 , 1 1 . 

places, that i t needs no farther Determinat ion . Wherefore , 
2 I F the Errors intended, are about or againf t the Fundd'^ 

mental Truths o f the Gofpe l , f o as that , they that hold t hem, 
cannot hold the Head, bu t really make Shiptvrack of the Faith, 
no pretended uiefulnefs o f f u c h Perfons , no peaceablenefs. 
as unto o u t w a r d depor tment , w h i c h , M e n g u i l t y o f f u c h 
Abominat ions , w i l l f requent ly cover themfelves w i t h a l , can, 
countenance the C h u r c h i n forbearing after due Admonition, 
t o cut them o f f f r o m their C o m m u n i o n . T h e nature 
o f the e v i l , the danger that is f r o m i t unto the w h o l e 
C h u r c h , as f r o m a Gangrene i n any Mem ber , un to the Body , 
the Ind igna t ion o f C h r i f t cxprefled againf t f uch pernicious D o -
ftrines, t l ic oppof i t ion o f them to the bu i ld ing o f the C l i u r c h 
on the Rock , , w h i c h i n m o f t o f them isoppoled , to render a 
C h u r c h altogether inexcufable, w h o o m i t their D u t y herein. 

- J . FA LS E Opinions i n lefTer th ings , w h e n the founda t ioa 
o f Fa i th and C h r i f t i a n Praf t ice are not immediately concerned, 
may he tolerated in a Church, and f u n d r y Rules are g iven un t a 
this end i n the Scripture, as, Rom. 14. i , 2, Sec. Phil. 3. 15-, 

5. H o w b e i t , , i n that l o w ebb o f Grace, L o v e and Prudence, 
w h i c h w e are come un to , i t is beft f o r Edi f ica t ion , that alL 
perfbns peaceably ditpofe themfelves in to thofe Societies w i t l \ 
w l i o m they m o f t agree i n Principles and Opinions ; efpecially 
fuch as relate or lead unto pra£l ice i n any Duties o f W o r l h i p . B u t 

4 . W I T H refi:>ea unto f u c h Opinions, i f M e n w i l l , as is 
u fua l , mangle and contend to the dif turbance o f the piiace o f the 
C h u r c h , or hinder i t i n any D u t y , w i t h r c f p e t t unto its o w n 
Bdif icat ion, and w i l l neither peaceably abide i n the C h u r c h , 

, nor 
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peaceably depart f r o m i t , they may and ought to be pro* 
ceeded agamft w i t h Cenfures o f the C h u r c h . 

f i f ^ ^ } ' ^ ^ ^ T HER perfom Excommmieated out of any 
^^^^f^h m^y be admitted unto the hearing of the Word in the 
Ajjemblies of that Church ? 

Anfv I . T H E Y may be f o \ as alfo to be prefent at a l l 
JJuties o f M o r a l W o r l h i p ; f o r f o may 7/e>i/)̂ ê ?.f and Vnbeliev 

1 ^or. 14. 23 , 24. 
, 2. W H E N perfbns are under this Sentence, the C h u r c h is 
i n a ftate o f expelling o f their Recovery and R e t u r n ; and 
therefore are not to prohib i t t hem any Means thereof, f u c h 
as is preaching o f the W o r d . 

I X . HOW far extends the Rule of the Jpoflle towards per^ 
fons r(je£ied of the Church, i Cor . 5. 1 1 . With fuch an one no 
not to Eat; as that a l fb , Note that Man and have no company 
mth him, that he may be afljamed ? 2 T h e f f . J. 14. 

I . T O Eat comprizeth all ordinary Converfe i n things o f 
this L i f e ; Give m our daily Bread. ( 2 . ) T o Note, is either 
the a d o f the Church , f e t t ing the Mark of its Cenfure and 
Bifappi-obation on h i m ; or the Duty of the ^itmbcrs o f the 
Church , to take notice o f h i m , as u n t o the E n d o f not keep
i n g company w i t h h i m . Wherefore, 

2; H E R E I N all ordinary Converfc oiChoici, not made ne-
ce f f l ry by previous occafions, is forbidden. T h e Rule , I f ay , 
forbids, ( i . ) A l l ordinary Converfe of Choice - not that w h i c h 
is occafional. ( 2 . ) Convcrfe about Earthly (ecular Jhmgs^ 
not that w h i c h is Spir i tual ; for fuch an one m a y , and ougnt; 
ftilltobe admonilhed, w h i l f f he w i l l hear the w o r d of A d 
moni t ion . ( . ) I t is fuch Convcrfe as is not made/ rewj) / / / / / 
neceffary, by Mens mutual Engagement i n Trade and the l ike . 
For that is founded on fuch Rules o f R i g h t and E q u i t y , w i t h 
f i lch Obligations i n point o f T r u t h , as Excommunicat ion can> 
not D i f f o l v c . j^TQ' 
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1. N O fufpenfion o f Duties antecedently necelTary by v i r 
tue o f natural or moral Relation, is a l lowed or countenanced 
by this R u l e . Such are thofe o f Husband and Wife, Parents 
and Children, Magiflrates and Subjects,- Majlers and Servants, 
Neighbours, Relations i n p rop inqu i ty ot Blood. _ N o Duties 
a r i i ing f r o m or belonging unto any o f thefc Relations, are re-
leafed, or the Obl igat ion unto them w^akned by E x c o m m u 
nicat ion. Husbands may not hereon forfake their Wives i f 
they are Excommunicated, nov Wives thek Husbands; Magi-
ftrates may not w i t h d r a w their Protedfion f r o m any o f their 
Subiefts • becaule they are Excommunica te ; much l e f t may 
Subie£ls w i t h h o l d t l ie i r Obedience on any pretence o f the E x 
communicat ion o f their xMagiftrates, as fuch . A n d the fame 
is true as unto all other natural or moral Relations. 

4, T H E Ends of this p roh ib i t ion arc, ( i . ) T o te f l i f i e our 
Condemnation o f the Sin , and difapprobat ion o f the perlon 
g u i l t y o f i t , w h o is Excommunicated. ( 2 . ) The Prefervation 
of our ielvcs f r o m all kinds o f part icipat ion i n his Sin. ( 3 . ) T o 
make h i m ajhamed o f h i m f e l f , that i f he be not u t ter ly p r o f l i 
gate and given up unto to ta l Apof t a f i e , i t may occafion i n h i m 
thoughts o f re turn ing . 

1, 
yi. HOW ought fcrfons Excommunicated to be received into 

the Church upon their Repentance ? 

Anfv. I . A S uxito ths, internal manner; w i t h a l l readinefs, 
and chearfulnefs; w i t h , ( i . ) Meeknefs, to take f r o m them a l l ' 
Di icouragcment and d i fconfb la t ion . Gal. 6.1. ( 2 . ) W i t h CCJZ^-
palHon, and al l means o f R e l i e f and Confci la t ion, 2 Cor. 2. 7. 
( 3 . ) W i t h Love i n al l the demonffrat ions o f i t , Verf. 8. 
( 4 . ) W i t i i f oy, to reprefent the Hear t o f C h r i f t towards Re
penting Sinners. 

2. T H E outward manner o f the Ref taura t ion o f fuch a perfbn 
confif ts , i n , ( 1 . ) His Ttflification o f his Repentance unto the 
fa t is f l icf ion o f the C h u r c h . ( 2 . ) T h e exprefs Confent o f the 
C h u r c h unto his Reception. ( 3 . ) Wis. renewed Ingagement i n 
the Covenant o f the C h u r c l i , whereby he is re- inftated, or 

jo in ted 
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ointed again i n the Body , i n his o w n proper place. I n a l l 
w h i c h the Elders, by their A u t h o r i t y , are to go before the 
Church . 

A L L forts o f perfons do n o w condemn the Opinions o f the 
Novations, i n r e f u f i n g the Re-admlffwft o f lapled Sinnej-s i n t o 
the C h u r c h upon Repentance. Bu t there may be an E v i l ob-
erved a m o n g l l fbme, leading that w a y , or unto w h a t is w o r l e : 
A n d this is, that d iey leek not after the Recovery o f thofe tha t 
are Excommunica ted , by Prayer , A d m o n i t i o n , Exhor t a t i on 
i n a f p i r i t o f Meekncfs and Tendernefs ; but are w e l l fatisfied 
that they have quitted themfelves o f their Society. I t is better 
never to Excommunicate any, than fb to carry i t towards t h e m 
w h e n they arc P^xcommunicated. Bu t there is a f o r t o f M e n , 
unto w h o m i f a M a n be once An Offender, he f l i a l l be f b fo r 
ever. 

X L O U R la f t E n q u i r y fha l l be. Whether Excommunication 
may be regular and valid, where the matter of Right is dubious 
and diffutable ? As many fuch cafes may fa l l out , ef]:iecially 
w i t h refpecl unto the occafions o f L i f e , and mutua l C o n 
verfe ; or w h e n the matter o f FaQ: is not du ly proved by p o f i -
t ive Witneiles, on the one hand, and is denied on the other. 

Anfv I T H E foundat ion o f the Efficacy o f E x c o m m u n i 
cation, next and under its D i v i n e I n f t i t u t i o n , lies in the Light 
a n d C o n v i d i o n o f the Conlaences o f them that are to be Ex^ 
communicated. I f t h e l e are ^^ot a f leacd w i t h a fen e o f G u i l t , 
as i n dub^or^ cafes they may not be, the fentence w i l l be o f no 

" T r S ^ ^ e r e i n there is a d i f c n c e i n d i e j u d ^ ^ t 
Osgood and wife Men about i t , is to be f^^'^^Z .h^J-^^^^^^ 
biorn Cafe as is exempted f r o m this Cenfure. ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
be admitted here to take place, but w h a t is 'f;^'?^'^\^l. 
natural L i g l i t , and the concurrent Judgment of them tlaat 

^ ' ' l . ^ I F ' t h e cafe be about fuch a R i g h t or W r o n g , i n p i ^ -
t en led Fraud, O v e ^ c h i n g , or the l i ke^as i s d e t e r m i n a ^ 
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C i v i U L a w s , the C h u r c h is no jadge i n f u c h Cafes ; unlefs i t 
be bv w a y o f Arb i t r a t i on , i Cor. 6. 

4 I F the Q u c f t i o n be about Doarines that are not i n Points 
fundamental , lo as thofe w h o di l fent f r o m the C h u r c h do car
r y i t peaceably and orderly, there can be no proceedure unto 
Ecclefiaft ical Cenliires : But i f M e n w i l l do at on theimmt Ophti-

w r a n g l i n g , contending, and breaking the Peace o f the 
Church about them, there a r c o t l i t r Rules given i n that cafe. 

t I F the matter of Faa be to be determined and I ta tcd 
by Wi tne l s , i t is abfolutely necelTary by vir tue o f D i v i n e I n -
ftitution, that there be Tno or Three concurrent Tef t imonies ; 
one Wi tne f s i s not to be regarded See D f « r . 19. 15. Numb. 
j c 30 Matth. 18. 16, & c . Wherefore the e n f u m g Rules 
or D i r ca ions are to be obfervcd i n the mat ter o f E x c o m m u 
nicat ion. _ , , /• r> / • 

1 . N O Excommunica t ion is to be a l lowed i n cajes Dubious 
and Di fpu tab le , where in R i g h t and W r o n g are not eafily 
determinable unto all unprejudiced perfbns, that k n o w the 
W i l l o f God i n fuch things. N o r is i t to be admitted w h e n 
the matter o f F a d flands i n need o f T e f t i m o n y , and is not 
proved by Two Witne^es at the leaft . 

2. A L L Prejudices, al l Part iahty, all Provocations, all H a f t e 
and Precipitat ion, are m o f t carefully to be avoided i n this A d 
m i n i f t r a t i o n ; f o r the Judgment is the Lords . Wherefore , 

5. - W E are c o n t i n u a l l y , all things that tend unto this 
Sentence, and eminent ly i n the Sentence i t fe l f , to charge our 
Confciences w i t h the M i n d o f C h r i f t , and w h a t lie w o u l d do 
l i i m f e l f i n the cafe ; confider ing his L o v e , Grace, M e r c y and 
Patience; w i t h inftances o f his Coridelcenfion w h i c h he gave 
us i n this W o r l d . 

4 . T H E R E is a l fb required o f us herein, a conftant R e 
membrance, that tpe alfo are in the Flejh, and liable to T e m 
pta t ion, w h i c h may re f t ra in and liecp i n awe that f o r w a r d nets 
and.confidence w h i c h fbme are apt to mani fe f t i n fucn cales. 
I n all thefe things, a watchful Eje is to be kept over the methods 
of Satan; w h o by all means feeks to pervert this Ordinance 
un to the D e f t r u d i o n o f M e n , w h i c h is appointed fo r their 

Ed i f i ca t ion ' ; 
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Edif ica t ion ; and too of ten prevails i n that D e f i g n . A n d i f by 
the NegUgence of a C h u r c h i n the management and p u r f u i t 
o f this Ordinance, he gets advantage to pervert i t , un to the 
11 nine o f a n y , i t is the fau l t o f that C h u r c h , i n that they 
have not been careful o f the H o n o u r o f C h r i f l : , therein 
Wherefore , 

I . AS Excommunica t ion by a curfed Noift and Clamor with 
J^ell, Book and Candle ( f u c h as w e have inftances o f i n fome 
Papal Councils) is an horrible A n t i - c h r i f t i a n Abomina t ion . So, 

. 2. I T is an undue Reprelentat ion o f C h r i f t and his A u t h o 
j ' l t y , for perfbns openly g u i l t y o f profanenefs in finning, to 
Excommunicate t hem w h o are blamelefs i n all C h r i f t i a n Obe 
dience. 

A L L Excommunica t ion is Evangelically nu l l where there is 
w a n t i n g an Evangelical frame of fpirit i n thofe by w h o m i t 
is A d m i n i f t r e d ; and there is prefent an Anti-evangehcal Or
der i n its A d m i n i f t r a t i o n . 

4 . I T is f u f f i c i e n t l y ev iden t , that after all the Contef ts 
and Difputes about this Excommunication that have been i n the 
W o r l d , the N o i f e that i t hath made, the horrible Abufes that 
i t hath been pu t un to , the w r e f t i n g o f all Church-Oixler and 
Ru le to give countenance unto a corrupt A d m i n i f t r a t i o n of i t . 
W i t h the needlefs Oppofit ions that have been made againft i t s 
I n f t i t u t i o n • there is no th ing i n i t , no th ing belongs unto i t , 
no th ing required unto its A d m i n i f t r a t i o n , where in Mens out
w a r d Interefts are at al l concerned, and w h i c h the fmal le l t 
number o f fincere Chr i f t i ans i n any " S ' ^ ' ^ . S ^ ' V e ^ 
per form and difcharge unto the Glory o f C h n f t , and their 

of iniquity that hath ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
i n to fuch a ftate an^ poftuJe, as is unintel l igible unto fpm^^^^^^^ 
W i f d o m , unpraaicable i n the Obedience o f Fa i th , and luinoub 
unto all Evangelical Order and Di fc ip lme . 

H h C H A P . 



C H A P . X I . 

Of the Communion of Churches. 

CH U R C H E S f o appointed, and eftabliQied i n Order as 
ha th been declared, ought to hold Communion among 
themfclvtsfix w i t h each other,as unto all the ends o f their 

I n f t i t u t i o n and Order : For thefe arc the fame i n a l l . Yea, the 
general end o f them, is i n Order o f Na tu re confidercd antece 
dent ly unto their I n f l i t u t i o n i n particular. T h i s end is the Edi-
fcation o f the Body o f C h r i f t i n general, or the Church Catholick. 
T h e promot ion hereof is commit ted jo in t ly and feveral ly unto 
a l l particular Churches. Wherefore , w i t h r e f p e d hereunto, 
they are obliged unto mutual Communion among themlelves, 
w h i c h is their confent, endeavour and conjunction in and for the 
promotion of the Edification of the Catholick Church, andtherin 
their own, as they are Farts and Members of iti 

T H I S - C o m m u n i o n is incumbent on every Church, w i t h 
r e f p e d unto all other Churches o f C h r i f t i n t h e W o r l d equally, 
A n d the Duties and A d s o f i t i n al l o f t h e m , are o f the fame 
k i n d and nature. For there is no f t ich difparity between them, 
or fubordination among them, as f h o u l d make a difference be
tween the A d s o f their mu tua l C o m m u n i o n ; f b as that the 
A d s o f fbme f h o u l d be A d s o f Authority , and thofe o f 
others A d s o f obedience or f u b j e d i o n . Where ever there is a 
C h u r c h , whether i t be at Rome or Egubium, i n a City or a. 
Village, the C o m m u n i o n o f them all is mutual, the Jets o f i t 
o f the fame k i n d ; however one C h u r c h may have more Ad
vantages to be u fe fu l and he lp fu l therein than another. A n d 
the abufe o f thofe Advantages was that w h i c h w r o u g h t e f f e d u -
ally i n the beginning o f that diforder , w h i c h at l ength def t royed 
the Catholick Church, w i t h all C h u r c h - C o m m u n i o n whatever . 
For ibme Churches, efpecially that o f Rome, hav ing many 

Advantages^ 
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Advantages, i n Gifts, Abilities, Numbers and Reputation above 
many, above m o l l Churches for ufefulnefs i n their mu tua l 
C o m m u n i o n ; the Guides o f i t in fenhbly turned and perverted 
the Addrejfes m^idc unto them,the Advifes and Alf if tances def i -
red o f them in w a y o f C o m m u n i o n , or their pretences o f f uch 
Addreffes and Dejires, in to an Ufu rpa t i on , firft o f a primacy of 
Honour, then o f Order, then o f Supremacy and J u r i f d i f t i o n , 
unto the utter ove r th row of all Church-Order and C o m 
m u n i o n , and at length o f thfe who le nature o f the Cathohck 
Church, as ftated and f u b f i l H n g i n particular Churches, as w e 
l i a l l f e e . 

A L L Churches on their firff inf l i tu t ion ,quicJdy found them
felves indigent and w a n t i n g , though not as unto their Being, 
JPower and Order; yet as unto t\\dt well-being, w i t h their pre-
fervat ion i n T r u t h and Order, upon extraordinary Occurrences, 
as alfb w i t h r e f p e a unto their ufefulnefs^ and fervicedlenefs 
unto the general end o f fu r the r ing the Edificat ion o f the 
Catholick T h e care hereof, and the mak ing prov i f ion for this 
de f ea was committed by our L o r d Jefus C h r i f t unto the Apo-
flies du r ing their Lives , w h i c h P-*«/calls ,^e^Jf ^^MVTm 

2 C . r . I I . 28. The care of all the Churches. For 
What was only a / - r f f e f ^ r e and burden """^^ "^^em, w a s a f t e i -
wa rd contended f i byt>thers, as a matter of Dignity and Power ; 
the pretence o f i t i n one efpeciaUy being, turned in to a . « r / e ^ 
Domination, under the Stile and T i t l e o f 6ervus Nervorum 

B U T i f a T h o u f a n d pretences fhou ld be made o f f u p p l y i n g 
Churches defeas after the deceafe o f the Apoft les , bv any 
other S e r , W a y or Means, befides this o f the equal C ^ -
'^union o f Churches among themfelvcs they w i l l be a found 
deft i tute o f any Countenance f r o m the Sci-jpture, P i i m i t i v e 
A n t i q u i t y , the nature, uib, and end o f Churches, yea o f 
C h r i f t i a n Re l ig ion i t felf . Yet the pretence hereof is the fole 
foundation o f all that difjoofal o f Churches mto feveralftortes 
of Subordination, w i t h an A u t h o r i t y and J u r i f d i d i o n over one 
another, w h i c h n o w prevails i n the W o r l d . But there is no 
place for f l i ch Imaginations, u n t i l i t be proved, either that 

H h 2 our 
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3 5 
Vf the Commnnion of ChnrthesT 

our L o r d Jcfus C h r i f t hath not appointed the mutual Cow 
wunion of Churches among themfelves by their o w n confent ; or 
that i t is not fu f i i c i en t for the prefervation o f the Union, and 
furtherance o f the Edi f ica t ion o f the Church Catbolick, wl iere-
unto i t is defigned. 

W H E R E F O R E , our L o r d Jefiis C h r i f t , i n his infimte 
Wifdom, hath conf t i tu ted his Churches i n fuch a State and 
Order, as wherein none o f them are able o f themfelvcs,.always 
and i n al l inftanccs, to attain all the ends fo r w h i c h they are 
appointed, w i t h r c f p c d unto the Edif cation of the Church Ca-
iholick. A n d he d id i t fo r this end, that whereas the who le 
Catholick Church is animated by onefprit, w h i c h is t l ic bond o f 
U n i o n between all particular Churches, (as w e fha l l fbe) every 
one o f them may A f t the Gi f t s and Graces o f i t unto the Pre-
fervat ion and Edif ica t ion o f the who le . 

H E R E I N then, w e acknowledge, fieth the great difference 
w h i c h w e have w i t h others about the ftate o f the Church o f 
C h r i f t i n this W o r l d ; w e do believe that the mutual Com
munion of particular Churches amongfi themfelves, i n an equali ty 
o f Power and Order, t hough not o f Gi f t s and Ufefulnefs , is 
the only w a y appointed by our L o r d fefus C l i r i f t after t l ie 
Death ot the A p o l f les, fo r the a t ta in ing the general end o f a l l 
particular Churches, w h i c h is the Edification of the Church Ca
tholick, i n Fa i t h , L o v e and Peace. Other ways and means 
lave been found out i n the W o r l d fo r this end , w h i c h w e 

m u f t fpeak unto immediate ly . Wherefore , i t behovcth us to 
ufe fome Dil igence i n theconf idera t ion o f theCaufes, Nature 
and Vje of this C o m m u n i o n o f Churches. 

B U T i t m u f t be moreover p remi f ld , ' that whereas this 
i^ommumon of Churches is Radically and Effentially the f-imc 
among, all Churches i n the W o r l d , yet , as unto the ordinarv 
aa-ual exercife o f the Duties o f i t , i t is confined and l i m i t e d bv 
D i v i n e Providence, unto f u c h QiLU-che^^ as the natural means 
o f the difcharge o f fuch Duties may extend unto . That i^ 
unto thofe w h i c h are planted w i t h i n fuch Lines ofCommunica 
Hon, fuch precinas or boundaries o f Places and Countries as 
may not render the mutua l performance o f fuch Duties i n f u 
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jerably d i f f i c u l t . Yet is not the W o r l d i t f e l f f b w i d e , but 
that all places being made pervious by N a v i g a t i o n , this 
C o m m u n i o n o f Churches may he vijibly profejfed, and i n fome 
inftanccs p ra£ t i fed among all Churches, fyom the rifmg of the 
Sun even unto the going-down of the fame, where the Name of 
Chrift is known among the Gentiles ; where in the true nature 
o f the Cathol ick Church and its U n i o n do th conf i l f , w h i c h is 
u t t e r ly o v e r t h r o w n by the m o f t vehement pretences that are 
made unto i t , as thofe i n the Church o f Rome. 

W H E R E F O R E fuch a Communion of Churches \s to be en
quired after, as f r o m w h i c h no true Church o f C h r i f t is or 
can be excluded ; i n who le a d u a l exercife they may and ought 
all to l ive , and whereby the general end o f all Claurchcs i n the 
Edi f ica t ion o f the Cathol ick Church may be attained. T h i s is 
the true and only Catholicifm o f the Church , w h i c h whoever 
departs f r o m , or fubf t i tu tcs any t h i n g elfe i n the room o f i t , u n 
der that Name , deftroys its who le nature, and dif turbs the 
whole Eccleftaftical Harmony, that is, o f C h r i f t s I n f t i t u t i o n . 

H O W E V E R therefore w e plead for the Rights of particular 
Churches, yet our real Con t rover fy w i t h m o f t i n the W o r l d , is 
for the Beinn-, U n i o n and C o m m u n i o n o f the Church Catholick, 
w h i c h are v'arioufly perverted by many, and feparating i t into. 
Farties, and conf in ing i t to Rules, Mealures and Camus of their 
o w n finding out and Ef tab l i f t imen t . For f l i ch things as thefe , 
b-lon^T neither to th<i internal nov external Vom-ioU hat Cat ho-
lick Church whofe Being i n tlie W o r l d we believe, and vvhofe 
i f -^ ^ to preferve. A n d whoever gives 

Onion w e aie ODUgeu l u p i ^ i r^thntirk Church 
anv Defcr in t ion of, or L i m i t a t i o n to the LathohcK (church, 
any u e i c u p t i o n o i , C o m m u n i o n of particular 
beiides w h a t conhft m tne , ^ , ;^ fhpi-ein 
Churches intended , doth utterly over throw i t , and theie in 
an Article o f our Fa i th . , , annrehend-

B U T this Communion of Churches cannot be ^ ^ V . W ^ j ™ . 
ed, unlefs we enquire and determm^ w e . m ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

t i 
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Uf the Lomnmmon of Churches. 

I M the Church o f Rome, the Perfon of the Pope, as he is 
Pope, is the Head and Center o f all Church U n i o n . N o r is 
there al lowed any Union of particular Churches w i t h C h r i l l or 
among themfelves, but i n and th rough h i m . A n Unive r l a l 
f u b j e d i o n unto h i m and his A u t h o r i t y , is the or ig ina l f j ^ r i n g 
o f all Church Union among them. A n d i f any one Soul f a i l 
herein, i f as unto things o f Fai th and Div ine W o r f h i p , he do 
not depend on the Pope, and l ive i n f u b j e d i o n unto h i m , he is 
reputed a Stranger and Foreigner unto the Catholick Church 
Yea, they a f f i r m , that be a M a n never fb w i l l i n g for , and de-
firous o f an Interefl in Chnfl, he cannot have i t but by the 
Pope. 

T H E C o m m u n i o n o f Churches congenial and fu i ted unto 
this U n i o n , proceeding f r o m i t , and exerciled by vir tue o f i t , 
ar ifeth f r o m a vaxiows '^contignation oi Order, or the e red ion o f 
onefbory o f Church In t e r e f i upon another ,unt i l we come to the 
I d o l placed on the top o f this Babel. So is this C o m m u n i o n 
carried on f r o m the obedience and f u b j e d i o n o f the l o w e f t rubbiOi 
o fEcc l e f i a f l i c a l Order, unto Diocefans, o f them to Metropolitans, 
o f them to Patriarchs or Cardinals, o f them to the Pope; 
or an afcent is made f r o m Diocefan Synods, by Provincial and 
National, to thofe . that are called Oecumenical, whofe Head is 
the Pope. 

Y E T T w o things m u f t be farther obferved to clear this 
Communion of the Roman Catholick Church ; as, ( i . ) T h a t there 
is no afcent o f Church-Order or Power by a vital AEi of Com
munion f r o m the lower Degrees, Orders or Confociations, and 
by them t o t h e Pope, as though he Qiould receive a n y t h i n g of 
Churc l i -Power f r o m t h e m ; but all the plenitude o f i t being 
ongma l ly v e f i e d m h i m , by thefe feveraf Orders and Degrees 
he communicates o f i t unto al l Churches, as the L i f e o f their 
C o n j u n d i o n and C o m m u n i o n . <2 . ) T h a t no M a n is fo jointed 
i n this Order, f b compaded i n this Body, but that h e i s a l f o 
perfbnally and immediately f u h i e d to the Pope, and depends 
on h i m as unto.his w l io l e prefef i ion o f Rel i t - ion . 

A N D this is that w h i c h confi i tutes h i m formal ly to be what 
he is, that IS Antichrifl; and the Clrarch-State a r i f i ng f r o m its 

— : — _. Unio f l 
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m S i j i n n " ? ' ' H^^""^ ^'•'^ ^''^ f u b f i f t i n g i n a C o m 
anH r Z - ^ ' • ' ^ " ^ P^^^^' received th rough various Orden 
and ^:°^'*^^45ions f r o m h i m , to be Anti-chriftUn. For he 
i i n m .1 ^""f "P "̂ '̂ ^ ^"oo"! of , and i n d i r e d oppohtior 
anH .1 r ^ ^ ' ' ' ^ ^^'^^^ '^^^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ o^^'^'^ Cacholick Church , 
f a - ; K . y L- i 'V ' ? ^'^^'^ '^'^^^''^^'^ depending. T h i s w e have de-
»» X ^ • 4- i ^ - Truth in Love, may groit 
them ' i '^^^^ ^- ^9- Where there is a R e j e a i o n oi 
u i c m Who belong not unto the Church Catholick, taken f r o m 
ts i^eiation unto Chr i f l : , and the nature o f its dependance on 

n i m ; not holding the Head, Sec. . 
W H E N M e n fliall ceafe to be w i l f u l l y b l i n d , or w h e n 

IhQ powers of thefirong Delufion that begin to abate Hiall expire, 
t n e y ^ i U eafily fee the d i r e d Oppof i t ion that is between thefe 
t w o Heads and t w o Churches, namely C Z ' r / / a n d the Po/e, the 
y^atholtcli Church and that o f Rome. I 

I K N O W w e l l enough al l the Evafions and D i f t i n f t i o n s 
that are invented to countenance this Anti-chriftianifm. A s 
that there is a double Head, one o f internal influence o f Grace 
w h i c h C h r i f t is, and the Pope is n o t ; the other o f Rule and 
Authority, w h i c h the Pope is. But this alfb is t w o - f o l d : SuA 
fream and Remote ; or Immediate and Subordinate ; the i i r f t is 
C l i r i f t , the latter is the Pope. A n d there is yet farther a t w o 
f o l d Head o f t l ie Church , the one invifible w h i c h is C h r i f t ; 
the other vifible w h i c h is the Pope. 

N O T to i n f i f t on thefe grofs, and horrible Figments o f a 
twofold Head of the Catholick Church i n any fence, w h i c h are 
foreign to the Scripture, foreign to A n t i q u i t y , whereof ne
ver one w o r d was heard i n the Church for Six hundred Years 
after C l i r i f t , de fo rming the beautiful Spoufe o f C h r i f t in to a 
M o n f t e r ; we w i l l a l low at prefent, that the Pope is only the 
immediate, 'vifible, fubordinate Head of all Rule and^ Authority 
to their Church, w h i c h is wha t they plead for . T h e n I fay 
that the C l u i r c h whereof he is the Head is his Body ; tha t i t 
holds him as its Head; that i t is compailed together by the Of
ficers and Orders that depend on h i m , and receive all their 
influence o f Church-Power and Order f r o m h i m , w h i c h 

though 
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though he communicates not by an iitternal influence o f Grace 
and Gif t s (alas poor w r e t c h ) yet he doth i t hy Officers, Q f . 
fees, Orders and Laws; fo g i v i n g U n i o n and C o m m u n i o n unto 
the whole Body by the efiecEtual w o r k i n g o f every jo in t ant 
part o f the Hierarchy under h i m , fo r its U n i o n , C o m m u n i o n 
and Edif icat ion. '1 his, I fay, is the Jnti-chriH, and the Ami-
chriftian Church-State, as I fliall be at any t ime ready to main
tain-

L E T any M a n take a due p r o f p e d o f this Head, and this 
Body as related and united by the Bond o f their o w n Rules^ 
Conflitutions and Laws, ac t ing in w o r l d l y Pomp, Splendor and 
Power w i t h hor r id bloody Cruelties againft al l that oppofe i t , 
and he w i l l not f a i l o f an open v i e w o f all the Scriptural L i 
neaments o f the Jpoflate Anti^chriflian State of the Church. 

I S A Y again. T h i s a f f ign ing o f the original o f all C h u r c h 
Order, U n i o n and C o m m u n i o n unto the Pope of Rome, m-
v e f l i n g h i m the rewi th as an Article of Faith, c o n f t i t u t i n g h i m 
thereby t l ie Head of the Church ; and the C h u r c h thereon his 
Body, as i t m u f t be i f he be its Head; fo as that f r o m h i m 
all power o f Order, and fo r all A d s o f C o m m u n i o n , f l i o u l d 
be derived, re turn ing al l i n Obedience and Subjedion unto 
h i m , do th fet up a v i f i b l e , confpicuous Anti-chriftian Church 
State, i n oppof i t ion unto C h r i f t and the Cathol ick Church . 
5 u t w i t h this fo r t o f M e n we deal not at prefent. 

T H E R E is a pretence unto an Union of Churches not de
r ived f r o m the Papal Headf i i i p . A n d this confif ts i n the Ca
nonical fubjeliion of particular Churches un to a Diocefan Bifhop \ 
and o f fuch Bifhops to Metropolitans; w h i c h though de faBo 
t be at prefent terminated and ftated w i t h i n the bounds o f a 
SFation; yet de jure i t ought to be extended unto the who le 

Catholick Church. 
A C C O R D I N G unto this Principle, the Union of the Catho

lick Church confif ts i n that Order, whereby particular Churches 
are d i f t r ibu ted in to Deanaries, Arch-Deaconries, Exempt Pecu
liars, under Officials ; Dioct jfes, ProvinceSyimdev Metropolitans 
and f b by or w i t h o u t Patriarchs to avoid the Rock o f the Pa~ 
?<9', i f f u i n g i n a GenerdCouncil, as I fuppofe . Bu t , 
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rt^' 7P ^ ^ ^ ^ " ^ ^^^^ Vtiion mi Communion of the Catholick 
u '̂ ^^ is at prefent abfoiutely d e f t r u a i v e both o f the 

Church and its C o m m u n i o n . For a l l particular Churches, 
When they are by a coalefcency extended unto thole, w h i c h arc 
rrovtnctal or National, have both Politically and Ecclefiafiically 
l uch bounds fixed un to t hem, as they cannot pals to carry on 
C o m m u n i o n unto , and w i t h thaChmxh as Catholick, by any 
A a s and Duties belonging unto their Order : A n d hereby the 
U n i o n and C o m m u n i o n o f the Church is ut ter ly l o f t . For 
the U n i o n o f the Catholick Church, as f u c h , doth always 
equally ex i f t , and the C o m m u n i o n o f i t is always equally i n 
exercife, and can conf i f t i n no th ing but w h a t do th fo ex i f t and 
is fo exercifed. Where-ever is the Catholick Church, tliere is 
the Communion of Saints, Bu t no th ing o f this can be obtained 
by v i r tue o f this Order. 

2. W E enquire at prefent after fuch an Vnion as gives 
particular Cliurches Communion among themfelves; w l i i c h 
this Order do th not, but abfoiutely overthrows i t ; leaving 
no th ing unto them but f u b j e a i o n to Officers fet over t hem, w h o 
are not o f them, according to Rules and L a w s o f their ap
pointment ; w h i c h is foreign to the Scripture and A n t i q u i t y . 

3. T H I S Order i t felf^ the only bond o f the pretended 
U n i o n hav ing no Divine Injlitution, efpecially as to its 
extent unto the who le Catholick Church, nor any in t ima t ion i n 
the Scripture, and being ut ter ly impof f ib l e to be put i n execu
t ion or a a u a l exercife, no M a n can declare wha t is the Ori
ginal or Center o f i t , whence i t is deduced, and wherein i t 
refts. 

H A V I N G removed thefe pretences out o f our w a y , w c 
may eafily difcern where in the Vnion, and confequently the 
Communion o f all particular Churches doth conf i f t , and i n the 
due obfervation whereof, all that Church-Order w h i c h the L o r d 
C h r i f t hath appointed and doth accept, is prefei'ved. 

I S A Y then, that the true and only Vnion o f all particular 
Churches, confif ts i n that w h i c h gives F o r m , L i f e and Being 
un to the Church Catholick, w i t h the Add i t i on o f w h a t belongs 
unto t l iem as they are particular. A n d this is, that tliey have 
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all one and the fame God and Father, one Lord Jefus Chrifi, one 
Faith and one Do£irine of Faith, one hope of their calling or the 
promifed Inheritance, one Regeneration, one Baptifm, or.e Bread 
and Wine ; united unto God and Chrifi in one Spirit, through the 
bond of Faith and Love. • r - t t 

T H I S Defc r ip t ion , w i t h w h a t is lu i ted thereunto, and ex
planatory o f i t , is all the account w h i c h is given us i n the Scri
pture o f the c o n f t i t u t i n g f o r m o f the Catholick Church, and o f 
the Union o f particular Churches among themfelves. W h a t 
Church foever fails i n the ejfential parts o f this D e f c r i p t i o n , 
or any o f t hem, i t is fcparated f r o m the Catholick Church, 
nor hath cither U n i o n or C o m m u n i o n w i t h any t rue Churches 
o f C h r i f t . , , . ^ ,.• 

T W O things concurr un to the compleat ing ot this Vnio» 
o f Churches, ( i . ) T h e i r Vnion or Relation unto C h r i f t . 
^ 2 . ) T h a t w h i c h they have among themfelves. 

T H E L o r d C h r i f t h i m f e l f is the Original and Spring of 
this Vnion, and every particular C h u r c h is united unto h i m 
^s its Head , befides w h i c h , w i t h or under w h i c h , i t hath none. 
T h i s Rela t ion o f the C h u r c h un to C h r i f t as its Head, t l ie A p o -
ftle exprefly a f f i rms to be the foundat ion and caufe o f its U n i -
o n , £ / ' / ' e / . 4 . 1 5, i 6 . Co/. 2 . 1 9 . the places before quoted. 
Hereby i t is alfo in God the Father, 2 Tlief. i . i . Or ha t l i God 
as its Father. A n d unlefs this U n i o n bedilTolved, unlefs a 
C h u r c h be difunited f r o m C h r i f t , i t cannot be f o f r o m the Ca~ 
iholick Church, nor any true C h u r c h o f C h r i f t i n pa r t i cu la r ; 
however , i t may be dealt w i t h a l by others i n the W o r l d . 

F R O M C h r i f t , as the Head and Spr ing o f U n i o n , there 
proceedeth unto aU particular Churches, a bond of Union, 
w h i c h is his Holy Spirit, a d i n g i t f e l f i n them by Fa i th and 
L o v e , i n and by the ways and means, and fo r the ends o f his 
appointment . 

T H I S is the Kjngly, Royal, Beautiful Union o f the C h u r c h . 
G h r i f t , as the only head o f Influence and R u l e b r ing ing i t 
in to a Rela t ion un to h i m f e l f as his Body, communica t ing o f 
his Spirit unto i t , governing i t by t\\eLa\v of his Word, ena
b l i n g i t unto al l the Duties o f F a i t h , L o v e and HoUnefs. 
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l y f t h e Commnmon of thunhesT 

F O R unto the compleathg of this on the part o f the 
Chureh , thefe thmgs are m^^x.d. 
holding htm as the Head, i n the fincere behef o f ^1 / . things cor^-
cerning his Perfon, Off ice and D o a r m e m the Go pel w t h 
whatever belongs thereunto. ( 2 . ) Love unto hm and a l l that 
^ h i s C? ) T h a t efpecial HoUmf, whofe foundat ion is Re-
is nis. ^''i^Jt' , . • ^ / T h e Obfervance of hu 
pentance and E f l e a u a l Vocat ion. . W . - ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ - ^ An r-
Commands, as unto a l l Duties o f D i v i n e W o i f t i P - 1 ê e 
things are' effential ly requifi te unto this U n i o n on tnê p̂̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
the C h u r c h . T h e Reality and Power o f them s the/̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

form o f the Church ; and the profef f ion o f them is its 

' T ' & E R E concurreth hereunto - - J J ^ - l ^ ^ ^ ^ T n , 
I mean all particular " e s t l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
w h o m the Church Catholtck doth A t t its 
A n d the Relat ion that is between thefe Vhurcie^^^^^ 

w M c h \ s termed ^ ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ " ^ ^ ^ , ^ 
Relata is the firff foundation o f i t ; but they are ef «̂^̂^̂^ 
no t arife f r o m the Subordtmtton ^"^^.^^IT^^^^^ 
i n s al l equal as unto w h a t concerns then ^^f^f""^:^^^^ 

A d the bond h e r e o n ^ ^ : - ^ ^ r S ^ ^ ^ H 
reth among all his Dilc ipics , acuuj-, 
o f the Edi f ica t ion o f the whole Body. _ chuvchcs confifis 

T A K E i n the whole , and the U n i o n o f Chmchcs ĉ^̂^̂^̂  
i n their Relation unto God as thetr ^ ^ j ^ ^ ^ / ^ ^ ^ f ^ . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
their only immediate Head of I fence and ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ « , 
tion of the fame spirit, ^« ^ ^ - ' ^ T ^^ r . ^ ^ D I X ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

the fime Ld ofHolinefs, the fame ^ ' ^ ' ^ ^ f . ^ Z Z r t h e ob-
efpeLl/y the fame Myfleries of Baptifm 'f'^'jf^^^^^^^^^ 

IvaJe of the fame Rules or Comrr^^rJs f Chrift n UC^^^^^^^ 
Order, J h mutial Love, efe^ual unto a/l the ends of t^^^^^^^^ 
andConftitution, or the Edification of the Ch^r^^^^^^^ 

T H E R E may be / . . / « . e . i n t h e - o r fome 0^^ 
fundry o f thefe t h i n g s ; ^ ' j . ^ ^ ^ S i t i e s Ignorance and Pre-
about them a n f i n g ^ -̂o^n t h Infirmiti^^^^^ 
)udices o f them of w h o m tney ao cuuui , r,„,r,>f 
here but i n p a r t ; but w h i l f t the >^ /4 ; . . e o f them is prefeived. 
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2M~ 
O f the Communion of Churches. 

the U n i o n o f a l l Churches, and f o o f the Cathol ick C h u r c h 

I ' H I s ' i s ' that bleffed omnefs w h i c h the L o r d C h r i f t prayed 
.or f o earneftly for his Difciples , that they m i g h t be .^e / « ^^e 
father and the Son, one among themfehes, and made ferfe^ in one 
X T T T o , 2 1 , 2x, 23. w i t h o u t any r e f p e d un to that W 
lma,e o f i t w h i c h was fet up i n the latter daysof the C h m x h , 
w h i c h al l M e n were compelled to b o w d o w n un to , and W o r -
S i p , w i t h the fire o f A ^ e ^ « f W / ; e ^ ^ ^ r ^ . F u r n a n c e . O f any 
other U n i o n there is not the leaft mennon i n the Scri^^^^^^^^ 

T H I S U n i o n o f the Ca tho l ick C h u r c h i n all particular 
C h u S i e s is always the fame, inviolable, unchangeable, com-
S S i n g all the Churches i n the W o r l d at aU t imes ; not 
^onf inabk unto any State or Party, not in tc r rupt ib le by any 
external f o r m „ n o r t o be prevailed againft by the Gates of Hell; 
and al l fuch Difputes about a Cathalick Church, and its Vmon, 
as can be f o much as queftionable among them that profefs to 
believe the Goipel, . are in , d i r e d oppof i t ion unto the Prayers 
and Promifes o f Jefus C h r i f t . W h i l f t Evangelical Faith, Holt-
ntfs. Obedience unto the Commands of Chrifi, and Mutual Love 
abide i n any on the Ea r th , there is the C/ i /W/c^ C^wrtA; and 
U ' h i l f t chey are profef fcd , that Catholick Church is viftble; othcv 
Cathol ick Church upon the E a r t h I believe none; nor any that 
needs other things unto its C o n f t i t u t i o n . 

T H E S E things being p r e m i f e d , I proceed u n t o tha t 
w h i c h is our prelent E n q u i r y , namely, Wherein the Com
munion of particular Churches, among themselves doth conftfi. 

T H E C o m m u n i o n of Churches, is their joint actings in the 
fame Gofpel Duties towards God in Chrifty with their mutaal 
a£iings towards each other, with refpeB unto the end of their In-
ftitution and Being, which is the Glory of Chrift in the. Edification 
of the whole Catholick Church. 

A S unto the aa ings o f the firft f o r t , the ground o f t h e m 
is Faith, and therein is the f r f l J£t o f the C o m m u n i o n o f 
Churches. A n d this C o m m u n i o n i n Fa i t h aniong all the 
Churches o f C h r i f t is t w o - f o l d . ( 1 . ) General i n the belief 
p f the fame D o d r i n e o f T r u t h , w h i c h is according u n t o 
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