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A Of Excomwmnication. :
great weight and importance. It is no finall thing to fall in
20 rlnlﬁa].(cs, wheq Men atk in the Name of Chriff, and 10O
Iflg,a’gc his Authority in whar he will not own. And the beft
2”11:;2%[ the beft of Churches, are liable unto fuch miftakes,(-
'~ they are not under the guidance of the holy Sprrit,
Which s to be obtained by Prayer only. (2.) In, or together
with the Adminiftration of it; that what is done on HKarth
may be ratified in Heaven, by the approbation of Chrift, and
be made effectual unto its proper End.  (3.) It muft be folow-
ed with the Prayer of the Church unto the fame purpole; all
with refpe&t unto the Humiliation, Repentance, Healing and
Recovery of the Offender.
. 20, IT isto be accompanied with Lamentation or Mourn-
ing. So the Apoltle reproving the Church of Corénth for the
omiffion of it when it was neceflary, tells them, “That zhey
had not mourned 5 that the offender might be taken away - from u-
fmng tljem, Cor s 2ol tigs cnot Eo be done without monr -
7g: And him{lf calls the Exccution of this Sentence from
this Adjun&, his bewailing of them. I fball bewail many thas
have finned already, 2 Cor. x2. 2. Compaffion for the perfon
offending, with refpeét unto that dangerous condition where-
1nto he hath caft himfelf; the Excifion of a Member of the
fame Body with whom they have had Communion in the moft
holy My terics of Divine Worfhip, and fate down at the "l a-
ble of the Lord, with a due fenfe of the Difhonour of the
Gofpel by his fall, ought to ingenerate this Mourning or Lamen-
tation in the Minds of them who are concern’d in che HExecu-
tion of the Sentence. Nor is it ad{\flﬁlglc 850(11. any Church to
proceed thereunto, before they are 10 atrected. ,
305 IT isto bé accompani}cd with a due / ence. of t he fi t‘im
Jrdgment of Chrift. For we herein Judge for Chrift, 10 tllc
matters of his Houfe and Kingdom. And woe to them W 1?
dare pronounce this Sentence without a perfwafion on godc
prounds, that it is the Semtence of Chrifé /””fff_//[' And there
s a Reprefentation alfo in it of the future Fudgment, when
Chrift will Eternally cut off and feparate from himfelf all Hy-

pocrites and impenitent Sinners. This is well exprefled by
:  Tertullians|
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fqLfl‘erm[lz'an, Ibidems etiam Exhortationes, Caftigationes & C enfu-
\ra Divina ({peaking of the Aflemblies of the Church) zapm ¢
\judicatur magro cum pondere, ut apud certos de _D;z' confpectu ;
[(ummumaque futuri judscii prejudicium eff, fi quis ita diliqueris
wt a Communicatione Qrationis & Conventus, & omnis fam‘h‘
commersii relegernr, Apol. cap. 39. Were thig Duty obferved,
lit would be a prefervative againit that inter-mixture of corrupt
Affeétions, and corrupt Ends, which often impofe themfelves
on the Minds of Men, in the exercife of this Power. :

| Laftly, THE Nature and End of this Judgment or Sentence
being Corrective, not Vindicative ; for Healing, not Deftructi-
‘on. what is the Duty of the Church, and thof¢ principally
lconcerned in the purfuit of it to render it effeCtual, is plainly
evident. Of what ufe a Significavit and Capias may be in this
cafe I know not; they belong not unto Chriftian Religion ;
imuch. lefs do Fire and Faggor do fo. Prayer for the perfon cut
off ; Admonition as occafion is offered ; Compafion in his dis
ftreffed Eftate, which is {0 much the more deplorable, if he
know it not; forbearance from common Converfe, with read;-
wefs for the Reftauration of Love, in all the fruits of it, con-
tain the principal Duties of the Church, and all the Members
‘of it towards them that are jultly Excommunicate.

WHAT farther belongeth.unto this Head of Church-Rule
lor Order fhall be {poken unto in .the Refolution of fome Cafes
lor Enquiries, wherein alfo fome Things only mentioned already,
{{hall be morc fully explained. : :

| I HAVE made fome enquiry before, whether Excommu-
nication be an a&t of Authority and Furifaiction in the Officers
of the Church, or an act of Power in the Fraternity of the
|Church. But for the fake of fome by whom it is defired
(I fhall a licele more diftinétly enquire . after the Truth here:
|in ;C,l though I {hall alter nothing of what was before laid downp,
'And,
| 1. I'T'is certain, it hath been proved, and I now take it for
|granted, That the Lord Chrift hath given 2his Power unto the
|Church. Wherefore in the exercife of this Fower, both the
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?Oﬂicers and Memberts of the Church areto a&t according un-
| :

5

!




e —— ‘

b OF Excommunication.

JELETED Ff

:gethcell]l‘u:g}/]];eﬁm 'Intcrcf’rs. Tor that Exercife of Power in
unto Chuift towards any, which is not an :’3.& of Obedience
There s I:Mlllf them that exercife it, it is In it {elf zull.
A t‘ltlle ore no Diftinttion or Diftribution of Power
5 '1'HIL11,1CI]’ l_JUt.by the interpofition of efpecial Duty.
B nﬂltufmp of Chrift, with refpet unto a Church
it OF s lPeflt{tar Society for its (ﬂze"czz_zl Ends, do not deprive
omm/m,‘;mtmal Right, as it is a Socicty. There is in every
Power ¢ 7> nbY voluntary Confederation, a natural Right and
by 1 O expel thofe from its Society, who wxl} not be ruled
Y the Laws of its Conftitution. And if the Church fhould,
y the Infticution of a Power, new as unto the way, manner
and ends of its Exercife, be c’leprivcd of its Original, radical
Power, with refpet unto the general End of its own Prefer-
vation, 1t would not be a gainer by that Inftitution. It may
be ca_ﬁly underftood, that the Lord Chrift fhould in particular
appoint the Way and Manner of the Exercife of this Power or
Adminiftration “of this Sentence, committing the care thereof
unto the Officers of the Church.  But it cannot be well under-
ftood, that thereby he fhould deprive the Church of its Right,
and forbid them their Duty in preferving their Society entire
and pure,  Neither can it be {0 in an efpecial manner com-
Mitted unto apy, as that upon their negle, whereby thofc
Who by the Law and Rule of Chrift, ought to be caft out 9f
the Churcheg Communion, are continued in it unto its Sin
and Defilement the Church it felf fhould be free from guilt.
Wherefore the Apoftle exprelly chargeth the whole Church of
lorinth with Sin and peglect of Duty, in that the inceftuous
perfon was not e o nong them : This could not
: put away from among
be, if {0 be the Power of it were {0.in the Hands qf a few OJf‘
the Officers, that the Church had no Right to alt in It FIOL
none can incurr a Guilt meerly by the defe& of others 11 the
Dilcharge of their Duty. : :
3. THE Church effentially confidered is before itsordinary
Officers ; for the Apoftle ordained Officers in €very Church.  But

the Church in that State hath Power to put away frm‘n among
them and their Communion an obftinate Offender.  They have

1t
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it, as they arc a Society, by voluntary confederation. Wherein-
this comes fhort of Authoritative Excommunication, will im.-
mediately appear. ' :

4- WHERE a Church is compleat and Organized with its
ftated Rulers, as the Church of Corinth was, yet Rules, Inftry-
&ions and Commands are given exprelly unto the Fraternity
or Community of the Church, for their Duty and A&ting in the
Adminiftration of this Sentence, and the cutting off ap
Offender, 1 Cor. 5. 2, 4, 6, 7. 2 Cor. 2. 7, 8. Yea, the
immule, or infliCtion of the Sentence, is afcribed unto them,

Ver. 5. All thefe things do fuppofc a Right and Duty thereon
to At according to their Intereft in Excommunication, to re-

fide in the whole Church: Wherefore, v

s, THERE are fome Afs belonging hereunto, that the
Church it felf in the Body of the Fraternity, cannot be ex-
cluded from without deftroying the nature of the Sentence it {elf
and rendring it ineffe€tual. Such are the previons cogm'z,zmce’\
of the Canfe, without which they cannot be blamed for any
negleCt about it; preparatory Duties unto its Exccution, in
Prayer, Mourning and Admonition, which are exprefly pre-
{cribed unto them ; and a Teftification of their confent unto it,
by their common Suffrage. Without thefé things, FExcom-
munication is but a Name with a noif¢; it belongs not unto
the Order appointed by Chrift in his Church.

6. HENCE arife the Duties of the Church towards an
Excommunicated Perfon, that are conlequential unto his ex.
clufion from among them. Such are Praying for him, asone
noted by the Church, and under the Difcipline of ’Chriﬁ .
avoiding Communion. with him in publick and private, that he
may be afhamed, andthelike ; all which arife from their own
voluntary attings in his exclufion ; and fuch, as without 3
judgment of the caufe, they cannot be obliged unto. :

7. YET on the other fide, unto the formal compleat-
nefs of this Sentence, an Awthoritative At of Office-Popey
is required.  For, (r.) There is in it fuch an A& of Ruse, ng
is in the hands of the Elders only. (2.) The Excczt;ir;)e
Power of the Keys in binding and loofing, fo far as it com.
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prizeth duthority to be ated in the Name of Chrift, isen-
trifted wich them only.

8. WHEREFORE I fhall fay no more in anfiwer unto this

nquiry 5 but that Excommunication is an alt of Church-
POYVCI' in its Officers and Brethren, aéting according unto their
tefpetive Rights, Interefts, and Duties particularly prefcribed
unto them. The Officers of the Church a&t in it as Officers
With Authority, the Brethres or the Body of the Church with
Po‘f"ef; yet {o, as that the Officers are no way excluded from
their Power, Confent and Suffrage in the a&ing of the Church,
but have the fame Intereft therein with all other Metnbers of the
Chyrch; bue the Community of the Church have no Intereft
In thofe Authoritative attings of the Officers which are pecu-
liar unto them, Where either of thefeis wanting, the whole
Duty is vitiated, and the fence of the Sentence rendred in-
effectual. g

I. I'T is Enquired, Whether Excommunication, Juftly deferved,
may - and onght to be omitted in cafe of trouble, or danger that may
enfue unto the Church therein.

IT is uftially granted that {0 it may and ought to be ; which

€Cms in general to have been the judgment of Auftin. &

THE “Tyroubles and Dangers intended , are three-fold.
(‘I -) From the Thing it felf. 152.8/7 Frzm the Perfons to be

XCommuni ) From the Church.
L. Tnlllu([)1 llclgi}t[ici% nsagy)arife from the _T hing it felf. For thehr:
eing an exercife of Authority Or Jurifdiction in it ovgr t1 ;
Perfons of Men, not granted from the € ivil Magzﬁmte Py tlI
Law (?Jf the Land, thofe that exccute it may be liable unto Penal-
ties ordained in {uch cafes.

2. THE Perfons to be Excommnnicated may be Great, a[?d of
great Intereft in the World, fo as that if they }'gccu{e a pxo.v?];
cation hereby, they may occafion or {tirup Perfecution again
the Church, as it hath often fallen out.

3. THE Church j¢ felf may be divided on thefe confi-

derations, fo as that lafting differences may be occafioned
EFf 2 among
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among them, which the omiffion of the Sentence might
prevent. o

FOR Anfwer hereunto, fome things muft be premifed. As,
1. HERE is no fuppofition. of any thing finful or marally
evil in the Church, its Officers, or any of its Members, by
refufing to omit the pronouncing of this Sentence. Whether
there be any Sin in giving occafion unto the tronbles mentioned,
ro be avoided by an omiffion of Duty, is now to be enquired
nto.

2. WE. muft fuppofe, (1.) That the canfe of Excommuni-
cation be clear and evident,both as unto the merit of the Fact,and
the due Application of it unto the Perfon concerned ; [o as that
o Rational indifferent Man {hall be able to fay, that it is meet
that fuch an one fhould be continued a Member of fuch a So-
ciety ; as it ought to be, where-ever Excommunication is.ad-
miniftred:  (2:) That (afficient Time and {pace of Repentance,
and for giving fatisfattion unto the Church (whereof after-
wards) hath been allowed unto the Perfon after Admonition.
(3.) That the Church doth really {uffer in Honour and Repu-
tation by tolerating fuch a fcandalous Offender among them..

I ANSWER, On thefe fuppofitions I {ee no juft Reafon to
countenance the omiffion of the Execution of this Sentence, orto
acquit the Church from the guilt of Sin in {0 doing. For,

1. THE firft pretence of Danger is vain.  There is not the
leat [badow of Furifdiction in this A& of the Church. There
is nothing in it that toucheth any thing which is.under the
Prote&ion and Confervation of Humane Laws 1t reacheth not
the Perfons of Men in their Lives, or Liberties ; nor their
Eftates or the leaft Secular Privileges that they doenjoy ; it doth
not. expofe them to the Power or Cenfures of others, nor pre-
judge them as unto Office or Advantage of Life. There is
therefore no concernment of the Law of the Land herein, no
more than in a Parents difenheriting a Rebellious Child.

2. AS.unto danger of Perfecution,by the means of the Perfon
provoked, I fay; (1.) The fame may be pleaded as unto all
ather Duties of obedience unto Jefus Chrift wherewith the
World is provoked ; and {o the whole profeffion of the Church.
{hould
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fhould give place tothe fear of Perfecution. To teftify againf?
Sizin the way of Chrifts appointment, is a caf¢ of Confeffion.
(2.) The Apoftles were not deterred by this confideration from
the Excommunication of Simon Magus , the feducing Jews,
Hymeneuns and Alexander, with others. (3.) The Lord Chrift
commandeth and reproveth his Churches, accordin% as they].
were [t in the obfervation of this Duty, or neglective of it,

notwithftanding the fear of Perfecution thereon, Revel. 2.3,
And, (4.) He will take that care of his Church inall theig
obedience unto him, as fhall turn all the confequents thereof]
unto their advantage. b

3+ AS unto danger of Differences i the Chureh, there 1 no-
thing to be faid ; but that if Rule, Order, Love and Duty will
not prevent {uch Differences,there is no way appointed of Chrift
for that end : And if they are fufficient for it, (as they are
abundantly) they muft bear their own blame who occafion
uch Differences.

! Lot vy
II. BUT it may be faid, What if [uch an O fender q:y/ﬁ};
deferves to. be Excommunicated, and is under ad{mm{z[gz in o}r'”.z;
thereunto in cafe of Impenitency, [bonld voluntarily withiraw bi
/elff Yom, and leave the Commniion of the Churchy is there any

! ; - S
7necelfity to proceed againft him by E Xcommunication

Anfw, 1. SOME fay it is enough, if it be declared mf.-l;]c
Church that fuch an one hath cuz off himfelf from the Chur 1C Y
and is thevefore no longer under their watch or care, ‘b_UIt 151 er:
unto himfelf and the World. And thisis ﬁ_xﬁigxent with t lerii
who own no A& of Office-Power Or Authority 10 I*;xcommlilon*
fcation, but efteem it only a noted ceffation of (,0111{111111{1e T
which deftroys a principal Branch of the Power of the keys.
'Wherefore, Glted
| 2. WHERE the offence is plain, opei; {candalous, Pfil HC

in ; where Admonition is defpifed or not complied with, itis
the Duty of the Church to denounce the Sentence of Excom-
munication againft fuch a Perfon, notwithftanding his volun-~

tary departure : For
y departurc: For, o)

e———
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1. NO Man is to make an Advantage unto himfelf;- or to be

freed from any . Difadvantage, Cenfure or Spiritual Penalty,
by his own Sin; {uch as is the woluntary Relinguifbment of
the Church, by a Perfon under Admonition for {candalous
Offences.
o. 1T is neceffary unto the Church, both as unto the Dif
charge of its Duty, and the windication of its Fonour 5 asal(o
from the Benefit and Edification it will receive by thoft Duties
of Humiliation, Mourning and Prayer, which ar¢ neceflary
unto the Execution of this Sentence.

. IT is neceflary for the good and benefit of him who {0 de-
{erves to be Excommunicated. For, (1.) The end of the Inf;.
tution of the Ordinance, is his Correition, not his: l)e_/}mc"ﬁo;g,
and may be effe€ual unto his Repentance and Recovery,
(2.) It is.to be followed with, fbarp Admonition and Prayer,
which in due time, may reach the moft profligate Sinner.

. IT becomes not the Wifdon: and Order of any Socicty en-
trufted with Authority for its ownprefervation, as the  Church
is by Chrift himfelf ; to {uffer Perfons obnoxious unto Cenfure
by the fundamental Rules of that Socicty, to caft off all refpect
unto it, to break their Order and Relation, ‘without Animad-
verting thereon, according to the Authority wherewich they
are intrufted. To do otherwife is to expole their Order unto
contempt, and Proclaim a Diffidence in their own Authority,
for the Spiritual punifhment of Offenders.

5. ONE end of the Appointment of the Power and Sentence
of Excommunication in the Charch, is to give Teftimony
unto the furwre final judgment of Chrift againft impenitent Sin.
ners, which none of them can run away from, nor efcape.

IIL. A THIRD Enquiry may be, Whether in cafe of any
great and f;anda/ous Sin, the Church may proceed unto Fxcommpy-
mication, without any previons Admonition.

Anfw. 1. PERSONS may be falfly accufed of, and charged
with great Sins, the greatelt of Sins, as well as thofe of g
leffer Degree , and that both by particular Teftimonies and

. publicld




Of Excommmnication.

PUb_liCk Reports, as it was with the Lord Chrifp himfelf ;
which daily Experience confirms. Wherefore, all hafte and
precipitation like that of Dawid in judging the Cafe of Me-
Phibofherh , i carefully to be avoided, though they arc prefled
under the pretences of the greatnefs and notoriety of the Sin.
2. THERE is no individual aitual Sin, but it is capable of
great Agpravation or Alleviation from its Circumftances : Thefe
the Church is to enquire into, and to obtain a full knowledge
of them, that a] things being duly weighed, they may be
aﬂfe' ed with the Sin ina due manner, or afler a goodlj‘fort.;
which is effential unto the right adminiftration of this
rdinance.

3- THIS cannot pe done, without Perfonal Conference
with the Offender, who is to be allowed to fpeak for himfelf.
This Conferencc; in cafe guilt be difcovered, cannot but
1ave in it the nature of an Admonition, whereon tl_lq Chu_rch I
to proceed, as in cafe of previous folemn admonition, 1n the
gl‘dler, and according to the Rule which fhall be immediascly
CClared.

IV. F OURTHLY, Mhether on the firft knowledge of an
€nc¢ or [candalons Sin, if it be knowsn unto the Céurc/z, _t//{dt
the offending Party is penitent, and willing to declare his Huymi zz-
tion apd R})pmmme for the [atisfaction of the C /mrcl;z ijt e
Church proceed unto his Excommunication, in cafe the Sin be great
4na notorioys 2

that in an orderly Progrefs, as
Jliance by Repentance with the
1doth put a {top unto all further

Anfw. 1. IT is certain,
unto more priyate Sins, a €om
Ell‘f} O;l Second Admonition,

cclefiaftical proceedure. d i
1.fBU'I' K\)zvhereas the Enquiry is madf: Con‘ffmlgf S;S:;
cither in their own Nature or in their Circumitances, &
and of difreputation unto the Church : I Anfwerf" nces of the
IF Repentance be evidenced unto the Conlcie b
Rulers of the Church to be fincere, and prop A

i : ding unto the
the Offence in its outward Demonftration, accoraiig Rule

——
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TRule of the Gofpel, {0 as that they are obliged to judge in

|For {uch it is, and declarative of the Mind of Chrift according

Charity, that the Perfon finning is pardoned and accepted with
Chrift, as all fincerely penitent Stnners are nndoubtedly ; the
Church cannot proceed unto the Excommunication of fuch an
OTender. For,

1. I'T would be publickly to reject them whom they ac-
knowledge that Chrift doth receive.,  This nothing can warrane
them to do; yea, {0 to do-is to fet up themiclves againft
Chrift, or at leaft to make ufe of his Authority againit his
Mind and Will. Yea, fuch a Semrence would deftroy itfelf;
for it is a Declaration that Chrift doth difapprove them, whom
he doth approve. |

». THEIR [0 doing would make a mifreprefentation of the
Gofpel, and of the Lord Chrift thcrgin.f For, whereas the
principal defign of the Gofpel, and of the Reprefentation that
is made-therein of Chrift Jefus, is to evidence that a/ fincerely
Penitent Sinners, that Repent according wnto the Rule of i, are
and {hall be Pardoned and Accepted ; by the Rejettion of f{uch
a Perlon in the face of his fincere Repentance, there is an. open
contradi@ion thereunto. Efpecially it would give an undue
{ence of the Heart, Mind, and Will of Chrift towards Re-
penting Sinners ; {uch as may be dangerous unto the Faich of
Believers, {o far as the Execution of this Sentence is Dottrinal :
unto the judgment of the Church. The Image therefore of
this Excommunication , which is {et up in fome Churches
wherein the Sentence of it is denounced without any proa
unto - the Mind of Chrift, as unto his Acceptance or Difap-
probation of thofe whom they Excommunicate, is a Teacher
of Lyes.

3. SUCH a proceedure is contrary unto the nature and end

perly punifhing and vindi€¢tive. The fole end of it, with re-
j'pe"“t whereunto it hath its Efficacy from Divine Inftitution
is the Humiliation, Repentance and Recovery of the Singer .
And if this be attained before, the infliction of this Sentence 13
contrary to the nature and end of it.

of this Sentence.  For it is Corrective and Inftructive, not pro-|

1T
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IT will be faid, that it hath anotherend alfo; namely, the|
‘%P’ efervation . of the purity of the Church, and the vindication of |
ts Honowr and Reputation, wherein it [uffers by the fcandalons
“’/fe”‘ef of any of its Members. Whereunto, I fay, (1.) No
Church is or can be made impure by them whom Chrift hath
prrged 5 as he doth all thofe who are truly penitent. (2.) It is
10 Difborour unto any Church to have Sinnersin it, who have
evidenced fincere Repentance. (3.) The prefent offence and
fCandal may be provided againft by an A& of Recoral Prudence,

I cauling the offending Perfon to abftain from the Lords
Table for a Seafon.

V. IT is Enquired, (Fifthly) Whether fuch as voluntarily,
canflefly and diforderly, do leave the Communion of any Charch
whereof they are Members , thongh not guilty of any Jecandalons
snmoralities, ma and ought to be Excommunicat ed ?

Anfw. 1. WHERE Perfons are efteemed Members of
Churches by external canfes without their own confent, or by
Parochial cohabitation, they may remove from one Church
unto another by the Remodval of their Habitation, according
unto their own Difcretion. For fuch cohabitation being the
only formal Canfe of any Relation to fuch a Church in Eargu;u-
ar, upon the ceafing of that caufe, the Relation ceafeth of its
Swn -d. ;
2. icVCI(—)IISIRE Perfons are Members of Churches b mrltll:é
confederation, or exprefs perfonal confent, cauflefs departu
from them is an ev#/ liable unto many Aggrevations. S
. 3. BUT whereas the principal end of all particular ﬁgafons
18 Edification, there may be many juft and fufficient e
why a Perfon may remove himfclf from the conftant %‘ariz{ e
of one Church unto that of another. And of the c:kc T o
he himfelf is judge, on whom it is inqunlbeﬂli\'rior B e
his own Edification above all other things. . L'obcrt gdcﬁred ‘
Church to deny unto any {'ugtherfons their Liberty
peaceably and according unto Order- :
4 ITYw_as declared ;,%cforc, that where any Perfons guﬂg{’

e—————————————
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of, and under Admonition for any fcandalons Sin, do with-

raw from the Communjon of any Church, their {6 doing,
Fs‘ no impediment unto a farther procedure againft them.
5. WHEREAS there are amongf(t us Churches, or thofe
who are {0 efteemed in: the ConlCiences of Men, o far
differing in Principles and Prattices, as that they have nog
entire Communion with one another in all parts of Divine
‘Worfhip, it may be Enquired, Whether if a Man leave a Chureh
of one [ort to join with one of another; as [uppofe he leave a felect
Congregation to join in a Parochial Church conftantly and totally,
he may be juftly Excommunicated for fo doing, without the confent
of the Church whereunto he did belong. !

dnfiw. 1. IT is certain on the one hand, thatif any Man
eave the Communion of Parochial Aflemblies to join himfelf
unto a Sele&t Congregation, thofe who have Power over thofe
Parifbes, will make no queftion whether they fhall Excommuni-
¢ate him or no in their way. But,.
2. SUPPOSING Perfons fo departing from particular Con-
oregations, (1.) To.be free from fcandalons Sins.  (2.) That
rthcy depart guietly without attempting Diforder or Confufion
in the Church. (3.) That they do actually join themfelves unto
the Communion of fome Church, whofe Conftitution, Princi-
ples . and Worfhip they do-approve, whereby their vifible
h’rofeﬁion is preferved ; the Church may not jultly proceed
unto their Excommunication :. It ‘may fuffice to declare, that
fuch Perfons have on their own accord forfaken the Communion
of the Church, are no moreunderits Watch or Care ; neither
is the Church further obliged towards them, but as unto
Chriftian Duties in general.
6. AS for thofe whofe departure is as voluntary.and cauflefs
fo accompanied with other cvils, fuch as are Revilings, Re.
proaches and falfe Aecufations, as is ufual in fuch Cafes, they may
be proceeded againft as obftinate QOffenders. ~

VI. THE Sixth Enquiry is, What Time is to be

e, €25 given after
[folemn Admonition before aitual Excommunication ?

- e Gl
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Of Excommunication.

7 j:gsz!] THE ‘manner of fome to run over the Words,
e 2 :)'(mfﬂ ‘I*zrjl, Second, and Thirdtime, {0 imtfiediately
whersin ;\N/Idy o the Sentence of Excommunication, 1s that
AR cn are greatly to be pitied for their Ignorance of
of thofe things which they take on themfelves to
» Order, and Difpofe of, that we afCribe it not unto worfe
and more evil Caufes.
Scazfé)n'IOHE nature of the thing it felf, requires a confiderable
O v fpace of Time, between folemn Admonition and Ex-
<k Rmcatlon. For the end and defign of the former is
e ﬂ_g;pentancc: and Recovery of the Offender. Nor doth
s Efficacy thereunto depend on, or confift in the a&ual
gving of it ; butas other moral Caufes which may Work gra-
dwally, upon occafional Advantages. Want of Light, {ome prefent
Xafperation and Temptation,may {eemto fruftrate a prefent.4d-
monition, when they dobue fafpend its prefent Efficacy, which
It may afterwards obtain on the Confcience of the Offender.
3+ IT being a Church Admonition that is intended ; it is the
Duty of the Church to abide in Prayérand waiting for the
ruit of it according to the appointment of Chrift. And
{lgé‘cm the cale may poffibly require fome long time to be
n.
4. NO prefent appearance of Obftinacy ot impenitence under
dmonition, (which is ufially pleaded) fhould caufe an 1m=
mediate proceedure unto Excommunication. For, (1.) It1s
contrary unto the diftinit Inftitution of the one, and the _othcr H
wherein the former is to be allowed its proper Seafon for its Uﬁ:
and Efficacy. (2.) It doth not reprefent the patsence 4% df-fo-r-
bearance of Chy ift towards his Church and all the Mcml?crs/o ltt/J
(3.) Tt is not {uited unto the Rule of that Love it Jof? ;
all things, beareth all things, &c. (4.) Al grounds of hopt:do;l
the ReCOVery of Sinners by Repentance, are to be attendec
unto, {0 as to deferr the ultimate Sentence.

Nulla unquam de moree Jominis cunitatio longa eff.

: . ¢ o bind, UNLO
5. IF zew Sins are added Of(fl;c £ ame, OF any other '(mf’ormel‘_
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former feandals, whilft Perfons are under Admonition, it is an-
Tndication of the neceffity of a proceedure.

VIL IT may be farther Enquired, Whether a Man may be
E sccommunicated for Errors in matters. of Faith, orfalfe Opinions

about them ¢

Anfiv. 1. THE Caft is {0 plainly and pofitively ftated, Rew.2.
2, 6,15, 16,20, 1 Tim. 1. 19, 20. Tit. 3. 10, I1. and other
places, that it needs no farther Determination. Wherefore,

2. IF the Errors intended, are about or againft the Fundz-
mental Truths of the Gofpel, {0 as that. they that hold them, |
cannot hold the Head, but really make Shipwrack of the Fairh,
no pretended ufefulnefs of fuch Perfons , no peaceablenefs
as unto outward deportment, which, Men guilty of fuch
Abominations, will frequently cover themfelves withal, can
countenance the Church in forbearing after due Admonition,
to cut them off from their Communion. The nature

lof the evil, the danger that is from it unto the whole

Church, as from a Gangrese in any Member, unto the Body,

the Indignation of Chrift exprefled againft fuch pernicions Do-
&rines, the oppofition of them to the building of the Church

on the Rock,. which in moft of them is oppofed, to render.a
Church altogether inexcufable, who omit their Duty herein.
F 4 LS.E Opinions in lefler things, when the foundation,
of “Faith and Chriftian Pradtice are not immediately concerned

may be tolerated in.a Church, and {undry Rules are given unto
his end in_the Scripture, as, Rom. 14. 1, 2, 3, &c. Phil, 3. 15

16. Howbeit,, in that low ebb of Grace, Love and Prudcnce:

Perfons peaceably difpofe themfelves into thofe Societies with
whom they moft agree in Priuciples and Opinions ; efpecially
{uch asrelate or lead unto praétice in any Duties of Worfhip.Bu ty
4. WITH refpeft unto fuch Opinions, if Men will, as i;A
ufual, wrazngle and contend to the difturbance of the peace of the
Lghurch, or hinder it in any Duty, with refpect unto its own
dification, and will neither peaceably abide in the Church,

nor

which we are come unto, it is beft for Edification, that all|
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nor peaceably depars from it they may and ought to be pro-
eecded againft with Cenfires ’of the Chgrch. 8 p

VIII. WHET HER perfons Excommunicated out of any

urch may be admitted unto the hearing of the Word in the
Alffemblies of that Church ? & :

DA_”ﬁv- 1. THEY may be fo; as alfo to be prefent at all
utics of Moral Worfhip; for {0 may Heathens and Unbeliev-
créy X Cors Tavna, oise

2. WHEN perfons are under this Sentence, the Clhurch is
in a ftate of expecting of their Recovery and Return s and
therefore are not to prohibit them any Means thereof, fuch
as1s preaching of the Word.

IX. HOW far extends the Rule of the Apoftle towards per-
fons rejected of the Church, 1 Cor. 5. 11. With [uch an one no
#not to Eat s as that alfo, Note that Man and have no company
with him, that he may be afbamed ? 2 Thefl. 3. 4.

this Life ; Give s our daily Bread. ~(2.) To Note, is cither
the a& of the Church, fetting the Mark of its Cenfure and
Difapprobation on him; or the Duty of the Members of the
Church, to take notice of him, asunto the End of not keep=
Ing company with him. Wherefore, e ‘

2: HEREIN all ordinary Conycr_fé of Clzazfc, not made ne-
ceffdry by previous occafions, is forbidden. “The Rule, I fay,

is occafional, (2.) Converfe about Earthly [ecular Things,

ftill to be admonifhed. whil®t he will hear the word of .Ad-‘
monition. ~ (3.) Iﬂtjis,fuch Converfe as is not made prlewlql]‘ﬂ)'
nece([ary, by Mens mutual Engagement in Trade and the like.
For that is founded on fuch Rules of Right and Equity,. with
ich Obligations in point of Trath, as Excommunication can-
not Difolve, '

kr 2. NO

1. TO Eat comprizeth all ordinary Converfe in things of :

forbids; (1.) All ordinary Converfe of Choice 5 not that which|

not-that which is Spiritual ; for fuch an one:may, and oughti-
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3. NO fufpenfion of Duties antecedently neceflary by vir.
tue of natural ov moral Relation, 1S allowed or countenanced
by this Rule. Such are thofc of Husband and Wife, Parents
and Children, Magiftrates and Subjectsy Maflers and Servants,

Neighbours, Relations in propinquity of Blood. No Duties
arifing from or belonging unto any-of thele Relations, are re-
leafed, or the Obligation unto them weakned by Excommuy-
nication. Husbands may not hereon forfake. their Wives if
they are Excommunicated, nor W7wves qheir-Hwbana’s; Magi-

rates may not withdraw their Proteétion from any of their
Subjets ; becaulc they are Excommunicatc ; much lefS may
Subjeits withhold their Obedience on any pretence of the Ex-
communication of their Magiftrates, as {uch. And the fame
is true as unto all other zatural or moral Relations.

4. THE Ends of this prohibition -arc, (1.) To teftifie our
Condemnation of. the Sin, and difapprobation of the perion
guilty of it, whois Excommunicated. -(2.) The Prefervation
of our felves from all kinds of participation in his Sin.  (3.) To
make him afbamed of himfelf, that if he be not utterly profli-
gate and given up unto total Apoftafie, it may occafion in him

thoughts of returning.
1

X. HOW onght perfons Excommunicated to be received into
the Church upon their Repentance ?

Anfw. 1. AS unto the 7nternal manner; with all readinefs

Difcouragement and difconfolation, Gal. 6. 1. (2.) With Corm-
paflion, and all means of Relief and Confolation, 2 Cor. 2. 7.

(4.) With oy, to reprefent the Heart of Chrift towards Re-
penting Sinners.

2. T'HE ontwardmanner of the Reftauration of {uch a perfon
confifts, in, (1.) His Teftsficazion of his Repentance unto the
fatisfaction of the Church. (2.) The expre(s Confent of the
Church unto his Reception.  (3.) His. renewed Ingagement in

the Covenant of the Church, whereby he is re-inftated, or
o ted]

and .chearfulne(s; with, (1.) Mecknefs, to take from them all|

(3.) With ZLove in all the demonftrations of it, Zerf. §.|
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jointed again in the Body, in his own proper place. In all
which the Elders, by their Authority, are to go before the
Church.

ALL {orts of perfons do now condemn the Opinions of the
Novatians, in refufing the Re-admiffion of lapled Sinners into
the Church upon Repentance. But there may be an Evil ob-
{erved amongft fome, leading that way, or unto what is worfe:
And this is, that they feek not after the Recovery of thofe that
are Excommunicated, by Prayer, Admonition, Exhortation
i a {pirit of Meeknefs and Tendernefs ; but are well fatisfied
that they have quirzed themfelves of their Society. It is better

when they are Excommunicated. But there is a fort of Men,
unto whom if a Man be once an Offender, he fhall be o for
ever.

XI. OUR laft Enquiry fhall be, Whether Excommunication
may be regular and valid, where the matter of Right s dub.iom
and difputable? As many fuch cafes may fall out, efpecially
with refpect unto the occafions of Life, and mutual Con-
verfe ; or when the matter of Fac is not duly proved by pofi-
tive Witnefles, on the one hand, and is denied on the other.

Anfw. 1. THE foundation of the Ffficacy of Excommuni-

and Conviction of the Confciences of them that are to be l;lx—
communicated. If thefe are not affected with a fénﬁ: of Gfl‘.ll £
1“' in dubious cafes they may net be, the fentence will be of no
‘orce nor Efficacy. - ; :

2. A Cl;\ﬂsjlglac\};/herein ¢here is a difference 1 the ]uldgm:lsf
of good and wife Men about it, 15 tO be eﬂccmch ﬁ;c': ais 3
bious Cafe as 1s exempted from this Cenfure. P\O‘tol\;{l t%lc by
be admitted here to take place, but what 15 I(f:‘Plthe;n e
natural Light, and the concurrent Judgment O
fear God. A R

. IF the cafe out fuch a & ) i 1
tengded Fraud, o‘,crlffciﬁ’hing, or the like, asis determinable by

never to Excommmnicate any, than {0 to carry it towards them/|

cation, nextand under its Divine Inftitution, lies in the Light |

t or Wrong, 1n pre={-

Civil=

-— am—————
e R e ——————

i




Of Excommmunication.

‘232

iviliLaws, the Church is no judge in fuch Cafes; unlefs ic
be by way of Arbitration, 1 Cor. 6.

4. 1E the Queftion be about DotFrines that are not in Points
undamental, {o as thofe who diffent from the Chuich do car-
ry it peaceably and orderly, there can be no-proceedure unto
Foclefiaftical Cenfures : But if Men will do a¢ oz theirewn Opiyi-
ons, wrangling, contending, and breaking the Peace of the
Church about them, there are other Rules given in that cafe.

s. IF the matter of Fait be to be determined and ftated

y Witnef3, it is abfolutely neceffary by virtue of Divine In-
ftitution, that there be Two or Three concurrent Teftimonies ;

one Witnefs is not to be regarded.  See Deut. 19. 15. Numb.

. '30. Matth. 18. 16, &c.  Wherefore the enfuing Rules
of Dire&tions are to be obferved in the matter of Excommu-
nication.

1. NO Excommunication is to be allowed in cafes Dubions
and Difputable, wherein Right and Wrong are not eafily
determinable unto all unprejudiced perfons, that know the
will of God in fuch things. Nor is it to be admitted when
the matter of Fa& ftands in need of Teftimony, and is not
proved by Two Witzeffes at the leaft.

2. ALL Prejudices, all Partiality, all Provocations, all Hafte
and Precipitation, are moft carefully to be avoided in this Ad-
miniftration ; for the Judgment is the Lords. Wherefore,

3. ‘WE are continually, in all things that texd anto this
Sentence, .and eminently in theSentence it felf,. to charge our
Confeiences with the Mind of Chrift, and what he would do
himflf in the cale; confidering his Love, Grace, Mercy and
Patience ; with inftances of his Condefcenfion which he gave
us in this World.

4: THERE is alfo required of us herein, a conftant Re-
membrance, that we alfo are in the Flefb, and liable to Tem-
ptatiom, which may reftrain and keep in awe that forwardnefs
and .confidence which fome are apt to manifelt in fuch cafes
In all thefe things, a watchful Eye 1s to be kept over the et hodds
of Satan; who by all means fecks to pervert this Ordinance
unto the Deftruéion of Men, which is appointed for their!

SBR[ Edification’;
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Edification ; and too often prevails in that Defign. And if by
the Negligence of a Church in the management and purfuit
of this Ordinance, he gets advantage to pervert it, unto the
Ruine of any, it is the fault of that Church, in that they
have not been careful of the Honour of Chrift, therein.
Wherefore, ‘

1. AS Excommunication by a curfed Noife and Clamor with
Bell, Book and Candle (fuch as we have inftances of in fome
Papal Councils) is an horrible Anti-chriftian Abomination. So,
2. IT isan undue Reprefentation of Chrift and his Autho-

1ity, for perfons openly guilty of profamenc(s in [inning, to|

xcommunicate them who are blamelefs in all Chriftian Obe

‘dience.

3. AL.L Excommunication is Evangelically null where there is
wanting an Evangelical frame of [pirit 10 thofe by whem it

15 Adminiftred ; and there is prefent an Anti-evangelical Or-
‘der in its Adminiltration.

4. IT is fufficiently evident, that after all the Contefts

and Difputes about this Excommunication that have been in the

World, the Noifé that it hath made, the horrible Abufes thacti
it hath been put unto, the wrefting of all Chl_ll'(;ll-Or.der an
Rule to give countenance unto a corrupt Adminiftration {C;F it,
with the needlefs Oppofitions that have been made again 1_1;5
TInttitution ; there is nothing in it, nothing belongs unto lt:
nothing ye(’;uircd unto its Adminiftration, wh_eremIMcf:_ns ﬁgﬂ;
ward Tnterefts are at all concerned, and which the ima e
‘number of fincere Chriftians in any Chm’;h(':sl?flét)”a r?clia)t’heir
perform and difcharge unto the Glory o LEbFes
own Edification. 3 :
YT s the Moy of Iniguiy thac hach traverfed cheft CR0ES
into fucha ftate and pofture, asis .umntelhgxple ugnd Fuinous
Wifdom, unpraicable in the Obedience of Faith,
unto all Evangelical Order and Difcipline.

Hh CHAR
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of the Commmnion of Churches.

HURCHES. fo appointed, and eftablifhed in Order as
C hath been declared, ought to hold Communion among
themfelves,or with each otheryas untoall the ends of their
Inftitution and Order : For thefe are thefame in all.  Yea, the
eneral end of them, is in Order of Nature confidered antece-
dently unto their Inftitution in particular. "This end is the Ed;-
fication of the Body of Chrift in general, or the Church Catholick.
The promotion hereof is committed jointly and feverally unto
all particular Churches. Wherefore , with refpet hereunto;
they are obliged unto mutual Communion among themfelves,
which is their confent, endcavonr and conjunction in and for the
promotion of the Edification of the Catholick Church, and.therin
their own, as they are Parts and Members of it
THIS. Communion is incumbent on every Church, with
refpe€t unto all other Churches of Chrift inthe World equally.
And the Duties and Aéts of it in all of them, are of the fame
kind and nature. For there is no {uch difparity between them,
or fubordination among them, as fhould make a difference be-
tween the A&s of their mutual Communion ; {0 as that the
A&s of fome fhould be A&sof Authority , and thofe of
others A&s of obedience or {ubjeCtion. Where ever there is a
Church, whether it be at Rome or Egwbinm, in a City ora
Village, the Communion of them all is mutual, the Aitsof it
of the fame kind ; however one Church may have more 44-
wantages to be ufeful .and helpful therein than another.  And
the abufe of thofe Advantages was that which wrought effeCtu-
ally in the beginning of that diforder, which at length deftroyed
the Catholick Church, with all Church-Communion whatever.
For fome Churches, cfpecially that of Rome, having many
Advantages,|
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Advantages, in Gifts, Abilities, Numbers and Reputation above
many, above molt Churches for ufefulnefs in their mutual
Communion ; the Guides of it infen{ibly turned and perverted
the Addreffes made unto them,the Advifes and Affiftances defi-
red of them in way of Communion, or their pretences of fuch
Addreffes and Defives, into an Ufurpation, firlt of a primacy of
Hononr, then of Order, then of Supremacy and Jurifdittion,
unto the utter overthrow of all Church-Order and Com-
munion, and at length of the whole nature of the Catholick
Church, as ftaved and {ubfifting in particular Churches, as we

{ball fee.
ALL Churches on their firft inftitution,quickly found them-

{elves indigent and wanting, though not asunto their Being,
Power and Order ; yet as unto their wel-being, with their pre-
fervation in Truth and Order, upon extraordinary Occurrences,
as alfo with refpet unto their ufefulnefs and ferviceablenefs,
unto the general end of furthering the Edification of the Charch
Catholick. The care hereof, and the making provifion for this
defe€t, was committed by our Lord Jefus Chrift unto the Apo-
fHes during their Lives, which Panl calls péespye aawy Téy
Swxnnciws, 2 Cor. 11. 28. The care of all the Churches. For
what was only a preffing care and burden unto them, was after-
ward contended for by others, as a mattcr of Dignity and Power ;|
the pretence of it in one efpecially being, turned intoa curfed
Domination, under the Stile and Title of Servus Servorum
De;, '

BUT if a Thoufand pretences {hould be made of fupplying

Churches defeéts after the deceafe of the Apoltles, by any
other QOrder, Way or Means, befides this of the equal Com-|
munion of Churches among themfclves, they will be all fo_u'nd
deftitute of any Countenance from the Scripture, Primitive
Antiquity, the nature, uie, and end of Churches, yea, of
Chriftian Religion it felf. Yet the pretence hereof is the fole|
foundation of all that difpofal of Churches into feveral flories
of Subordination, wich an Authority and Jurifdi€tion over one
another, which now prevails in the World. But there isno

[place for fuch Imaginations, until it be proved, either that

i ———
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our Lord Jefus Chrift hath not appointed the mmtuat Cop,. B
munion of Churches among themfelves by their own confent ; op
that it is not fufficient for the prefervation of the Vnion, and |
furtherance of the Edification of the Church Catholick, where- |
unto it is defigned. ‘ '
5 WHEREFORE, our Lord Jefus Chrift, in his tnfinite |
Wifdom, hath conftituted his Churches in fuch a Staté and s
Order, as wherein none of them are able of themfclyes, always
and in all inftances, to attain all the ends for which they are q
appointed, with refpe@ unto the Edification of the Church Ca- ¢
tholick. And he did it for this end, that whereas the whole J
Catholick Church.is animated by one [pirit, which is the bond of f
Union between all particular Churches, (as we fhall fee) every /
one of them may At the Gifts and Graces of it unto the Pre-} !
{ervation and Edification of the whole. p
HEREIN then, weacknowledge, lieth the great difference :
which we have with others about the ftate of the Church of ¢
Chrift in this World; we do believe that the mwrual Com- fl
munion of partioular Churches amongft themfelves, in an cquality i
of Power and Order, though not of Gifts and Ufcfulnefs, is gl
the only way appointed by our Lord Jefus Chrift after the i
Death of the Apoftles, for the attaining the general end of all g
particular Churches, which is the Edification of the Church Ca- i
tholick, in Faith, Love and Peace. Other ways and means b:j
have been found out in the World for this end ». Which we f
muft {peak unto immediately. Wherefore, it behoveth us to. W:
ufe fome Diligence in the confideration of the Canfes, Nature #
and Vfe of this Communion of Churches, i be
BUT it mult be moreover premifed, that whereas this v ¢
Gommunion. of Churches is Radically and Effentially the f{lmé aﬂj
among, all Churches in the World, yet, as unto the ordinar
atual exercife of the Duties of it, it is confined and limited by o
Divine Providence, unto fuch Churches, as the natural means 00[}
of the difcharge of fuch Duties may extend unto. That is ¥
unto thofe which are planted within fuch I jes of Conmunicg- iy ati
tion, fuch precintts or boundaries of Places and Counrics, g ¥
may act render. the mutual performance of fuch Dutics infi e
perably:| /]
o —
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perably difficult.  Yet is not the World it felf {o wide, but
that all places being made pervious by Navigation, this
Communion of Churches may be wvifibly profeffed, and in fome
inftances praétifed among all Churches, from the rifing of the
Sun even unto the going-down of the fame, where the Name of
Chrift is known among the Gentiles ; wherein the true naturc
of the Catholick Church and its Union doth confift, which is
utterly overthrown by the moft vehement pretences that are
made unto it, as thofe in the Church of Rome.

WHEREFORE fuch a Communion of Churches is to be en-
quired after, as from which no true Church of Chrift is or

all to live, and whereby the general end of all Churches. in the
Edification of the Catholick Church may be attained. This is
the true and only Catholicifm of the Church, which whoever
departs from, or fubftitutes any thing elfe in the room of it, un-
der that Name, deftroys its- whole nature, and difturbs the
whole Ecclefiaftical Harmony, thatis, of Chrifts Inftitution.

HOWEVER thercfore we plead for the Rights of particular
Churches, yet our real Controverfy with moft in the World, 1s
for the Being, Union and Communion of the Church Catholick,
which are varioufly perverted by many, and {eparating it into
Parties, and confining it to Rules, Meafures and Carons of their

belong neither to the imternal nor external Form of that Cathe=
lick Church, whole Being: 1n the World we believe, and whofe

Umion we are obliged
any Defcription of, or
befides what confift
Churches intended , doth 1
an Article of our Faith.

das e : ] not be duly apprehend-
BUT this Communion of Churches can heir Union doth

Limitation to the Catholick Church,

ed, unlefs we enquire and determine wherein t

conlift. For Communion is an 5 fit. For of what
both its Nature and Power fromt, Sl Vﬁl{ t'uc? o fel bw mf
Nature foever the Union of things diftinct in themiclves be, o

the ame is the Communion that they have among themfelves-IN

———————————————

can be excluded ; in whofe atual exercifc they may and ought|-

own finding out and Eftablifhment. For fuch things as thefe, |
to preferve. And whoever gives}

.1 the Communion of particulavy
ieterly overthrow 1t, and therein|

s an A& of Umion, that receives}
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IN the Church of Rome, the Perfon of the Pope, as heis
Pope, is the Head and Center of all Church Union. Nor is
there allowed any Uwion of particular Churches with Chritt or
among themiclves, but in and through 'lum. An Univerfal
{ubjeCtion unto him and his Authority, is the original {pring
lof all Church Union among them. And if any.one Soul fail
herein, if as unto things of Faith and Divine Worlhip, he do
not depend on the Pope, and live in fubjection unto him, heis
reputed a Stranger and Foreigner unto the Catholick Church.
Yea, they affirm, that be a Man never {o willing for, and de-
firous of an Intereft in Chriff, he cannot have it but by the
Pope.

zé[‘HE Communion of Churches congenial and fuited unto
this Union, proceeding from it, and exercifed by virtue of i,
arifeth from a various «contignation of Order, or the eretion of]
one ftory of Church Interelt upon another,until we come to the
Idol placed on the top of this Babel. So isthis Communion
carried on from the obedience and {ubjettion of the loweft rubbith
of ‘Ecclefiaflical Order, unto Diocefans, of them to Metropolitans,
of them to Patriarchs ov Cardinals, of them to the Pope;
or an afcent is made from Diocefan Synods, by Provincial and
National, to.thofe that are called Qecumenical, whole Head is

{the Pope.

YET'" Two things muft be farther obferved to clear this
Communion of the Roman Catholick Church; as, (1.) That there
is no afcent of Church-Order or Power by 4 wital At of Com-
munion from the lower Degrees, Orders or Confociations, and
by them tothe Pope, as though he (hould reccive any thing of
Church-Power from them. but all the plenitude of it being
originally vefted.in him, by thef feveral Orders and Degrees,
he communicates of it unto all Churches, as the Life of their
Conjunttion and Communion. (2.) That no Man is {o jointed
in this Order, {0 compa&ted in this Body, but that he is alfo
perfonally and immediately fubje&t to the Pope, and depends
on him as unto.his whole prefeflion of Religion.

AND this s that which conftitutes him formally to be wha

Ahe is, that.is dwtichrift ; and the Church-State ariling from its

Pk GLs Aty Union

=

==
b - —




\.
b <

Of the Comnmunion of Churches.

233

Union unto him, holding him as its Head, {ubfifting in a Com-
munion by virtue of power received through various Orders
and Conftitutions from him, to be Anti-chriftian. TFor ke
and it, are fer up in the room of, and in dire©t oppofition
unto the Lord Chrift, as the Head of the Catholick Church,
and the Church. ftate thercon depending. This we have de-
{cribed, Ephef. 4. 15, 16. Speaking the Truth in Love, may grom
#py &c. As allo, Col. 2. 19. Where there is a Rejetion of
them who belong not unto the Church Catholick, taken from

him ; 0 holding the Head, &c. ,

WHEN Men fhall ceafe to be wilfully blind, or when
the powers of the Srong Delufion that begin to abate fhall expire,
they- will cafily fee the dire&t Oppofition that is between thefé
two Heads and two Churches, namely Chrift and the Pope, the
Catholick Church and that of Rome.

that are invented to countenance this Anti-chriftianifm. As
that there is a double Head, one of snternal influence of Grace

Authority, which the Pope is.  But this alfo is two-fold; S»-
pream and Remote ; or Dmmediate and Swbordinate ; the firft is
Chrift, the latter is the Pope. And there is yet farther a two-
fold Head of the Church, the one invifible which is Chrift ;
the other wifible which is the Pope. gl e fa
NOT to infift on thefe grofs. and- horrible Figments of a
twofold Head of the Catholick Chureh in any fence, ‘Vh{c?_- 5
foreign to the Scripture, foreign to Antiquity, wh.eécoY 5
ver one word was heard in the Church for Six fndree e
after Chrifl, deforming the beautiful Spoufe of Chr}ﬁ 1]nt0thi;
Monlfter ; we will allow ar prefent, that the Fope s o?j};ﬁ';
immediate; vifible, [ubordinate Fead of all Rule d”ri{lAﬂ i ﬁlj'
10 their Church, which is what they plead for. dle.n 1 };
that the Church whereof he is the Head is his Body ; It]a(t);'
holds him as jts Head; that it is compaited together Py ltlml ;
ficers and Orders that depend on him, and receive all thet

g ; 2 . . h
influe ‘hurch-Power or from him , whic
wfluence of Church-Power and Orde R

1ts Relation unto Chrift, and the nature of its dependance on

I KNOW well enough all the Evafions and Diftin&ions -

which Chrift is, and the Pope is not ; the other of Rule and| :
) I ’
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though he communicates not by an fwternal influence of Grace
and Gifts (alas poor WI'CtCh} yet h.e doth it by AOﬁc.‘ers, Of-
/f,‘;e;, Ordersand Laws ; {0 gving Umor} and Commu.m.on unto
the whole Body by the effe€tual working of cvery joint and
art of the Hierarchy under him, for its Union, Communion
and Edification. . This, Ifay, is the duti-chriit, and the Aut;-
chriftian Church-State, as1 fhall be at any time ready to main-
tain.

LET any Man take a due profpect of this Head, and this
Body as related and united by the Bond of their own Rules,
Conflitutions and Laws, a&ting in worldly Pomp, ‘Splendor and
Power with horrid bloody Cruelties againft all that oppofe it
and he will not fail of an open view of all the Scriptural Li-
neaments of the dpoftate Anti<chriftian State of the Church.

I SAY again, This afligning of the original of all Church
Order, Union and Communion unto the Pope .of Rome, in-
vefting him therewith as an Article of Faith, conftituting him
thereby the Head of the Church; and the Church thereon his
Body, as it muft be if he be its Head; {0 as that from him
all power of Order, and for all A&ts of Communion, fhould
be derived, returning all in Obedience and Subje&ion unto
him, doth fet up a vifible, confpicuous Auti-chriftian Church
State, in oppofition unto Chrift and the Catholick Church.
But with this {ort of Men we deal not at prefent.

THERE is a pretence unto an Union of Churches not de-
rived from the Papal Headfhip. © And this confifts in the Ca-
nonical fubjection of particular Churches unto a Diocefan Bifbop ;
and of fuch Bifbops to Metropolitans ; which though de faito
it be at prefent terminated and ftated within the bounds of a
Nation ; yet de jure it ought to be extended unto the whole
Catholick Church.

ACCORDING unto this Principle, the Uznion of the Catho-

are diftributed into Deanaries, Arch-Deaconries, Exempt Pecy-
liars, under Officials ; Dioceffes, Provinces,under Metropolitans,
and {o by or without Patriarchs to avoid the Rock of the Pa.

ey, ifluing in a General-Council, as I fuppofe. But,

lick Church confifts in that Order, whereby particular Churches |
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“|particular  Churches Communion among themfelves; which

1. TO confine the ‘Union and Communion of the Catholick
((::'/mrcb hereunto, is at prefent abfolutely deftruétive both of the
ilurch and its Communion. For all particular Churches,
;V 1en tl}ey are by a coalefcency extended untothofe, which are
_rovincial or National, have both Politically and Ecclefiaftically
fuch bour_xds fixed unto them, as they cannot pafs to carry on
Communion unto, and with the Church as Cazholick, by an
Alts and Duties belonging unto their Order : And hereby the
Urion and Communion of the Church is utterly loft. ~ For
the Union of the Catholick Church, as fuch, doth always
equally exift, and the Communion of it is always equally in
exercife, and can confift in nothing but what doth 1o exift and
is fo exercifed. Where-ever is the Catholick Church, there is
the Communion of Saints. But nothing of this can be obtained
by virtue of this Order.
2. WE enquire at prefent after fuch an Union as gives

this Order doth not, but abfolutely overthrows it ; leaving
nothing unto them but {ubjetion to Officers fct over them, who
are not of them, according to Rules and Laws of their ap-
pointment ; which is foreign to the Scripture and Antiquity.
3. THIS Order it felf, the only bond of the pretended
Union having no Divine Inftitution, cipecially as to its
extent unto the whole Catholick Church, norany intimation in
the Scripture, and being utterly impoflible to be put in execu-
tion or aftual exercife, no Man can declare what is the Orz-
ginal or Center of it, whence it is deduced, and wherein it
refts.

HAVING removed thef¢ pretences out of our way, we
may eafily difcern wherein the Union, and confequently the
Commnunion of all particular Churches doth confift, and in the
due obfervation whereof, all that Church-Order which the Lord
Chrift hath appointed and doth accept, is preferved. :

I SAY then, that the true and only Union of all particular
Churches, confifts in that which gives Form, Lifeand Being
unto the Church Catholick, with the Addition of what belongs
unto them as they are particular.  And this is, that they havﬁ

| 1 s A
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I'This Relation of the Church unto Chrift as its Head, the Apo-

into a Relation uato himfelf as.his Body, communicating of

all _one and the [ame God and Father, one Lord Fefus Chrift, one
Faith and one Doitrine of Faith, one hope of their calling or the
promifed Inheritance, one Regencration, one B;{pt_ifm, ore Bread
and Wine ;5 wnited unto God and Chrift in one Spirit, through the
bond of Faith and Love. A

THIS Defcription, with what is fuited thereunto, and ex-
planatory of it, is all the accounnt which is given us in the Scri-

Church foever fails in the effential parts of this Delcription,

of Chrift.

of Churches. (1.) Their Usion or Relation unto Chrift,
(2.) That which they have among themfelves.

1. THE Lord Chrift himfelf is the Origrnal and Spring of
this Union, and every particular Church is united unto him
as its Head, befides which, with or under which, it hath none.

ftle exprefly affirms to be the foundation and caufe of its Uni-
on, Ephef. 4.15, 16. Col. 2.19. the places before quoted.
Hereby it is alo 7# God the Father, 2 Thef. 1. 1. Or hath God
as its Father. And unlefs this Union be diffolved, unlefs a
Church be difunited from Chrift, it cannot be {0 from the Ca-
tholick Church, nor any true Church of Chrift in particular ;
however, it may be dealt withal by others in the World.

FROM Chrift, as the Head and Spring of Union, there
proceedeth unto all particular Churches, a bozd of Union,
which is his Holy Spirit, alting it felf in them by Faich and
Love, in and by the ways and means, and for the ends of his
appointment.

‘THIS- is the Kingly, Royal, Beantiful Union of the Church,
Chrift, as the only head of Influence and Rule bringing it

his Spirit unto it, governing it by ehie Law of his Word, ena-
bling it unto all the Duties of Faith, Love and Holinefs.

ware of the conftituting form of the Catholick Church, and of}
the Union of particular Churches among themfelves. What}

or any of them, it is feparated from the Catholick Church,|
nor hath either Union or Communion with any true Churches|

TWO things concurr unto the compleating of this Unios|

FOR.L
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FOR unto the compleating of this Union On the part of the
Church, thefe things are required. ~ (1.) Faith in him, or
holding him as the Head, in ¢he fincere belief of all things con-
cerning his Perfon, Office and Doétrine in the Gofpel, with
whatever belongs thereunto. (2.) Love nnto bim and all that
is his. (3.) That efpecial Holinefs, whofe foundation is Re-
pentance and EffeCtual Vocation. (4.) The Obfervance of bis
Commands, as unto all Duties of Divine Worfhip. Thefe
things are eflentially requifite unto this Union on the part of]
the Church. ‘The Reality and Power of them, is the internal

ternal form.
2. THERE concurreth hereunto 47 Union among themfelves,

I mean all particular Churches ¢hroughout the World, in
whom the Church Catholick doth A& its Power and Duty.
And the Relation that is between thefe Churches, is that
which is termed Relatzo equiparentiz, wherein neither of the
Relata is the ficft foundation of it ; but they are equal. It doth
not arife from the Swbordination of one unto another, they be-
ing ali equal as unto what concerns their Effence and Power.
And the bond hereof is that efpecial Love which Chrift requi-
reth among all his Difciples, ating it felf unto all the ends
of the Edification of the whole Body.

TAKE in the whole, and the Union of Churches confifts
in their Relation unto God as their Father, and uuto Chrift as

their only immediate Head of Influence and Rule, with a participa-
vion /of the fame Spirit, in the [ame Faith and Doctrine of Truth,
the fame kind of Holinefs, the [ame Duties of Divine W orfbip,
efpecially the fame Myfteries of Baptifm and the SUppPers the ob-
fervance of the [ame Rules or € ommands of Chrift ir all Church-
Order, with mutual Love, cffectnal unto Ll the ends of their Being
and, Conflitution, or the Edification of the Church Catholick.
THERE may be faslures i1 them or fome of them, as unto
{undry of thefe things; there may be differences among them
about them, arifing from the Infrmities, Ignorance and Pre-
hey do confift, the beft knowing’
here but in part ; but whilft the [ubftance of them is prcfcrveld,’
L2 the

A

form of the Church ; and the profeflion of them is its ex=|
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théWUnion of all Churches, and {o of the Catholick Church B f;}.,,
i rved. 33 ha
: Ii‘r I?IRI:S is that bleffed omenefs which the Lord Chrift prayed l‘ixﬂdo :
or fo carneftly for his Difciples, that they might be oze iz the. f 9
FEather and the Son, one among themfelves, and made perfect in one, o
o. 21, 22, 23. without any refpect unto that borrid P

Jo g T i~ the latter daysof the Churcl i
fmage of it, which was fet up in the latter dayso urch, (Jl"ﬂ
which all Men were compelled to bow down unto, and f\‘vor-‘ ’ f
(hip, with the fire of Nebuchadnezzars Furnance. Of any. / i
other Union there is not the leaft mention in the Scripture. : M
) THIS. Union of the Catholick Church in all particular. ) o
Churches, is always the fame, inviolable, ‘unchangeable, com- v |
prehending all the Churches in the World at all times ; not p/‘ 1
confinable unto .any State or. Party, not interruptible byvany . and
external form, nor to be prevailed again(t by the Gates of Flell 5 i
and all fuch Difputes about a Cathalick Church, and its Uniozn, Wcﬁ
25 can be fo much as queffionable among them that profefs to t:lb"
believe the Gofpel, are in. dire¢t oppofition unto the_ Prayers f
and Promifes of Jefus Chrift. Whillt Evangelical Faith, Holi- meﬂ"é
nefs, Obedience unto the Commands of Chrift, and Mutual Love , % 4
abide in any on the Earth, there isthe Catholick C@unh;,and R 4
whilft they are profefled, that Catholick Church is wvifible ; other h'”e.
atholick Church upon the Earth I believe none; nor any that i ﬁ
Ffeeds other things unto its Conftitution. i
‘THESE things being premifed, I proceced unto that thc;
which is our prefent Enquiry, namely, Wherein the Com- [|
munion of particular Churches. among themfelves doth confift. wil
THE Communion of Churches, is their joint actings in the o
(ame Gofpel Duties towards.God in Chrift, with their mutual : Prel
actings towards each other, with refpect uﬂto'tbe. end. of t’;:lezr In- e
fitution and Being, which is the Glory of Chrift in the Edification cn
of the whole Catholick Church. dcﬁ
AS unto the atings of the firft fort, the ground of them /
is Faith, and therein is the firft Aét of the Communion of g !

Churches. And this Communion in Faith among all the

Churches of Chrift is. two-fold. (1.) General in the belief j
of the fame Do&rine of Truth, which is according unto. 9

. ~ Godlinefs, | /]




